



























































14 NEW AMUSEMENTS

<¢ vation thereof and to take all poffible care gnd -

<¢ pains to get all fnings ready, with the utmoft
& expedition, as fhall be deemed neceffary and

¢¢ requifite for the immediate inftallatign of his

¢ majefty with the utmoft pomp and fplendor. .

¢« And we do hereby will and reguire, that thefe
¢¢ prefents be duly exccuted throughout the whole

o
<< extent of the Bobeline dominions; for it is our

¢ will and pleafure to have it made univerfally

¢ public. Given in our capital the Spa, near they

<¢ venerable fountain of Poulion, this fir& day and
£ ¥osr of the reign of our new king. Subfcribed,
¢ by all the Bobelins now refiding upon the
¢ fpot.

<¢ As foon as this formal a& was finifhed, and
¢¢ read to the company, which fesved them for
¢¢a new fund of laughter, Mr, Lake wait-
¢ ed on divers perfons of di%inétion with it,

¢ wells; and morcover communicated his plen
¢ to divers of his acquaintance, _who were na-
&< tives of Lxege, choice fpirits,  and men who
¢ delighted in drollery as well as himfelf,
¢ wlo promiftd, to a man, to contribats as

< far as they were able towards rendenng the ©

G propofed cerempnial as burlefque and humoroys

¢ as poflible; and the next day, after dinner,",

\.

. agreat number of whom he met with at the -

3

~ ¢ was propofed to be the appointed timafor car~

$¢ rying it into execution, Matters thus fcttled
¢ and adjufied, away went Mr. Lake in qucit
* %¢ BF cur future king ; and after he had gi%en him

< fxll inflru@ions hgw‘to a&m ‘fQ momentous |

C‘ an
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<® ing you [ the general objeét of contcmpt ad ridie
L cule Nobody goes to them, but as toan idle |

¢t farce, to'create themftlves a little mirth. You
¢ had much better, if youwill hearken to my ad-
¢ vice, fave your money for better purpofes, and

¢¢livewithin your income. - ¥You are a fit perfon, -

s¢ truly, to keep company with nobility | Know,

¢¢ {ir, from me, and take my freedom in good part,
¢« that every body here defpifes you ; and no gen-

<¢ tlemen or ladies for the future will give youthe
¢¢ leaft encouragement, or ricept of yiu for a’

¢¢ companion. - Itis the laft time, take notice,
¢<that « fhall ever condefcend to fpeak to you.
¢ Let my advice carry fome weight with it; be i im-
¢¢ proved by my prefent pity and compaffion for
€€ you: and if you cannot, thro’ felf-conceit, per-
“¢ ceive thdt you are the juft objeét of ridicule, caft
¢¢ youreyesuponyour perfe& pict ire; thatarch lad
¢« yonder, whois drefled exa&lyl;xkc you, and mi=
¢¢ micks very natyrally all your adtionst and . ‘every
¢ affedted air you put on. Here the poor morti-

¢ fied count would have pleaded his .quality in.

¢ excufe.—But huth ! fir, faid the dutchefs, do

¢ mot harp upor that ftring: it is well kiiown

¢ who you are; and your countfhip has no other
¢ exiftence than in your own t{aﬁcmpered brain.

¢« Some people, who have not that compaffion for
«¢ youas 1 have, would have treated you as you too.
¢ juftly deferve, for your @fefumpmon}n afferting
¢ that you was a relation of mine, and for your
“imper_inence in deporting yourfelf in fo-abrupt.

¢ a munne: towards that umodnt_‘old lady the

<< abbefs.

€ o
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26 NEW AMUSEMENTS
¢ had been praétifed formetly at the Spa ony the |
- << like public occalion, there were divers ceremo-
“<¢ nies ftill behind, ‘which, in their opinion,
<¢ were equally worthy of obfervance. - His maje- B
¢¢ fty ought to have been feated upon a verdant |
<¢ throne, embellifhed with a thoufand partico- |
¢ loured flowers ; he ought to have had all his.“_'
<¢ officers about him ; all the Bobelins, on their :
¢ bended knees, fhould have laid their hands |
¢ on the fountain, and fworn, that they would |
<¢ ftrictly obferve all the ftatutes of their order ac- |
¢¢ cording to the different articles drawn up i.'i‘i:ﬁ;
" ¢¢ form, and therein after particularly mentioned’
“¢and exprefled : the king ought to have «been
“¢ carried with all the pomp and folemnity imagi-
¢ nable, accompanied by his loyal Bobelins, with
¢ drums beating; and trumpets founding, all over
¢¢ the town, and fometimes 2o the more remote
¢¢ fountains, where no one was to prefume to
‘¢ take aglafe till he had drank fft, whenzver ,
¢ he thought convenient to honour any fuch |
¢ fountain with his prefence,” After this, the
¢¢ farce concluded, for the generality, with a
¢ grand ball,* which was always givert by the
* king: and it muft be acknowledged, that no |
¢ coxcomb ever had a better and more indifputa- |
¢¢ ble title to this mock-dignity, or coronation, |
¢¢_than our affeéted count. However, gentlemen |
*¢ and ladies of the beft fenfe, as well as the higheft,
*¢ diftin&ion, approved of our taking fome com-
¢ pflion on him; and I am greatly pleafed in |
““my uwn mind, that I (‘:onkibgtéd in fome mea- |

‘ s¢ fure |
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30 NEW AMUSEME NTS
¢ antient cuftoms ; _though at prefent, jndeed,
¢ fuch regular obfervances are, for the moft part,
¢ deemed altogether unfifhionable, aukward and
<« perfeQly out of tafte.
¢« X. That fuch of our fubje&s, on the other
¢ hand, who fhall be inclined tolive more at their
¢ eale, and with lefs reftraint, may indulge them-
<« felyes, if they pleafe, about nine in the morn="
“ing, with a fubftantial dith of ehocolate, or
‘¢ elfe with fome bifcuits, anda bumper of Ma-
¢¢ laga wine, at their own optlon 5 and @oreover
¢« fhall be at free liberty to dme between twelve 1
““ and one, either in public or private, or later if’
¢ more agreeable ; and may eat, without refemwe,’
‘“ whatever is fet before them, be the npmber
“ of difhes. more or lefs. Such gentlemen and
¢ ladies are hereby farther authorized to fup on
“any thing that is light of dlge{hon, at either
¢ feven, eight, or nine in the evening, as they fee
¢« mott fitting 5 <and fhall be under n'o obligation'
* to fit up late, to toaft either our own health,
¢ or thofe of the royal family ; but have owmr
¢¢ free confent, as well as advxce, to go to bed at
¢¢ halr' an hour after nine, or ten at. the fartheft.
¢ XI. That all our -Bobelins, Qf both fexes, S
¢ may have full aad free liberty to fpend the re-
¢ mainder of their time in manner and form fol- ",
* lowing; thatis te fay, they are hereby per--
¢¢ mitted, from and after the ufual hour of break-
« CSCafky utber to repair to their toilettes, in order
< to arefs  as decently or gaxly as their rcfpe&we'
mrcumfto.rlct:c will adtmt ;70r, in cafe they are
Lo : ¢ religioufly

1 - v
|
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< weligjoufly difpofed, theyare free to go to mafs ;.
¢ which we have fettled and adjufted ro be daily
<< performed at eleven c’clock for their particular
¢ converience: or, if they be merednclined to di-
<t verfion than religion, they are at liberty by thefc
< prefents to refort to any of our coffee-houfcs
< or affemblies, where they may play either at
¢ cards, back-gammon, or billiards, for what
¢ fums they pleafe, more or lefs,’ provided there
8¢ bet no wrath or contentions amongit them,

& but a i regara to decency and decorum.
2% And as to fuch as are neither dl(pofed to go
s< ¢ither to church or to any gdming houfe; they
¢¢ may with equal liberty either make their comph-
<¢ mengal vifits, ftate their accounts, or writeto their
<t carrefpondents, in order to fill up their time till
¢ dinner ; or, iif they havc no bufinefs to dilZ’
<< patch, they may take a tour about the towx
¢¢ to create them an appetite ; and .in the after-
““Inoon, they may either pay theit friendly vifits,
¢ g0 to the ‘coffee-houfes, ‘or ‘elfe divert theris
<< felves with'a walk in the ‘Capuchins gardens:”
<€ about five they may go to' the ball; the af
£ feﬂsbfy, the concert, or the play, according
X< to the ‘days appointed for thofe innocent zrid’
“ rationalamufements; and at feven o'clock, every
" evening, they may recreate themfelves in  the
« Seven o’clock walk, or take a tour about the
. € mountains, or meadows, in the parts adjacent :
“and in a word, every Bobelin may, without -
¢ referve, and from morning till mght, purfue

s what amufem:nts he likes beft ; our govern-
C 3 ¢ ment.
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 ment bting fuch as indulges an abfolute and un-
< unlimited fredomg faving and ex;:epting.only as:

<€ above extepted, e

o

¢« XII. That no one of the fair fex, whether
¢ maid, wife,’ or widow, fhall look with -an eye
‘¢ of .coldnefs or difdain on any of our faithful
< fisieCls, who fhall falute or addrefs them with
¢ due refpectand complaifance, whether ithappen *
‘¢ in any of our public walks, oraffgmblies; but
¢ more eipecially at our ufual placeés of rendez- y
¢ vous, peculiarly appropriased for drinkiggour fa¥
¢ lutary waters; but that every maid, wife, or wi-
¢¢ dow, fhall treat them with an air of couirtefy and

¢* good-humour, “and fhall caft' upon them a
< fayourable eye, at lea

{t'to all outward appear-

‘€ ance, Z e

¢ XIII. That no perfon fhall be under the
¢¢ leaft obligation to dance with another, ‘though
¢ itbe atany ofour balls, againft his or her in-
<¢ clination ; efpecially where they ure confeiops
*“ to themfelves they may poffibly incommode the |
¢ company, expofe their grav.itf,‘ er aboye all,*
¢¢ where they are fenfiblé of their incapacity and.’
¢ went of judgment, : 2= ‘

: Y.
.« XIV. That all maiden ladies, wives, or wi-¢

¢¢ dows, may hgve free licence 4nd permiffion,
¢ when the weather is in afl refpects fine and.
¢ ferene, to make the beft figure th’ey are able, :
¢ or their wardrobe will admit ef, either in our
*§ capital, or any of the parts adjacent; to paintand
* puich with all the art they are refpe@tiVely mif-
¢ wefles of 3 and to put 6n every air which . they

¢ imagine
¥ e .
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 wife, or widow, fhall for, or on any pretenge
 of damages done “whatfoever, be cited before
‘¢ any of our -judges, Louncils, or ‘ather ma-
¢ giftrates alting under our authorlty,“foxf h‘av}
“ing fcattered, more or lefs, on any of
‘¢ our meadow-grounds, though the offence
“¢ fhould happen to be on any hay-cock, or
¢ hay-cocks, . thereunto belonging or apper-
¢ taining. AR Ty T
¢ XVII. That no body fhall prefume to «ob- !
< ject againft the repetitio® of a love etale, or""
¢¢ love fong, that has been before told, or fung, .
““in either the Four o’clock or Seven o’clock
¢ walk, nor to any thing done by the fevesal
“¢ parties of pleafure, that fhall from time to
““time fefort to either of the afotefaid walks ;
‘¢ providéd always, neverthelefs, that nothing -
¢ fhall be at any time faid or #ung there incon- °
« fiftent with decency and good manners. :
¢ XVIII. "That it fhall ‘be .deethed a merity -
“and an a& of indulgence {héwg to the' ladies, -
“ when any of our joyous Bobeling fhall, of
¢ their own free will, and at their own expence,
¢ ha¢e public concerts in the morning, either at-
“¢our fountains of Geronftere or ‘Sauvenicre Seor:
“in the eveningy from nineti]l»teﬂ, at the walks_
¢ of the Spa, or on any of the hills thereto ad- ",
¢ Joining, in order to difpofe our dear and loving

£ Bobelins of both {exes, to ‘go-home to bed,

«

& delishtful flumbers, 5 i
i Sy ¢ XIX. That

* @nd there fo lull them into the fofteft a{x_d moft
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& XIX. That it fhall never be deemed dif-
= reputable, or liable to the leaft malicious or
- ¢ ill_natured refletions, for a gentdeman and
Se ]ady to. walk out together, and’ have their®
¢ own pnvate converfation 5 or to take a tour-
b among ‘the . meighbouring hills; or to walk.
“in the zig-zags, or little mazes, inthe places:
B ad_;acent ; or even to fhun all other company,,
‘¢ in order to take a rural’ furvey of our wind- .
v ““ mills, or water-mills, or: any other folitary:
€€ retreat, to which their natural mc}matxons {hall}
ke direct them.
* % XX, That all the ladies;. whether-maids,,
- wives,. or widows,. fhall’ have free licence and
~ “%ermiffion to furnifh themfelves with all kinds
¢ of prefervetives from. any: cafual offtnces that
¢ may any ways. affe&t - their_ noftrils, or other-
<< wife; fuch as Flungary water, lavender, or any
< odonfcmus and refrething fcents of the like
¢ nature, . ‘.gam& any fudden furprife they may
5 meet .with' in their walks, or any efuvia
¢¢ that may, dﬂagreeably arife through the lengths
<€ or hurry of a too brifk. country—dance
6 And we do. hereby will and require;s that
C every covenant,. article, and. claufe, included:
® ¢ in thefe regulatlons, fhall bave their full: and
€ due effects ; 5 and that noone do prefume to add
% to, or-diminith from; any article lierein con-
< tained, on pain of incurring our royal dif-
< pleafure, and being treated with *fucl. difguft,
< and mdmmty, as the nature of the ¢ Yence:
¢ alli

)
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cline, of it; and fhe makes this boaft, and thuo
plumes herfelf, becaufe tis at the latter end. of
the feafon that fhe is in her moft fourithing

* ftate; and her fpring is fo remarkably frecuented,.
that there are more vifiters there than one would
imagine there were perforns. then a&ual}y refident
in the whole town of Spa. The ladies, who
give the lead to the very refources of health, as
well as to the modes and parties of pleafure;
give likewife a peculiar credit and reputationcto. -
this fpring. As thefe waters zeem devoteC eflen- -
tially to the fervice of the fair fex, their refiftlefs -
charms attract the cavaliers to the fame favourite
fpot, nay, even fuch of them as are ordered k
their phyficians to drink either the Poyhon.
waters, or thofe of the Sauveniere ; dittle regret-
ting the lofs of their falutary qualities, fo they
can but enjoy- that more invaludble benefit; the
converfation of the ladies: nay,  there are fome
gentlemen fo ex¢ravagantly complaifing as te:

" drink thefe waters for the fake of their enchanting
company, notwithftanding they are.confcious.
to themfelves, at the fame time, that they are
prejudxcial to their health, and deftru&ivesof
. _ne’r conftitutions.

The road that leads to thls fountaln is not fo
rugged and uneven, indeed, as that to the well.
Sauveniere, but then it ftands at a greater di-
ftance, for ’tis fituate in a foreft, upon an emi-

o wetce, on the fouth-fide of the Spa, and almoﬁ-__
a league from it.
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+When the count, and the reft “of his party
were vifiters at this fountair, there was a multi-
tude of people then attually refident ‘at the Spi,
and the zumber was moreover daily encreafing.
There were frequently at this foummn thirty
chariots, or cther machines, and it leaft an
hundred gentry, exclufive of priefts, Capuchins,
and divers other: perfons, who reforted thither
on foot, eiter through the motive of oecono-
ny,- ‘or for want of procurmg a proper con-

*seyativel nii pibe

o No fooner were they alnghted from thair cha-
;iot, but they flew with expedition to that cele-
brated fountain at Geronftere, Mademoifelle
de * ¥ * was fo extremely difheartened upon the
drmkmg of ‘her firft glafs, and made fo many
wry faces at the difagreeable tafte of the water,
that the count tbok the. liberty to railly her on
~ her too affedted - gnmaces- but upon taking a
Bumper of ‘it himfelf, = without-any hefitation,
gentleman-like, it gave him fo much difguft,
that he ingenuoufly declared, that the cafe of
any invalid,, whoever he might be, who gould
 be ﬁrevalled on to drink fuch Haileots watérs for
any continuange of time, muft be deplorable th--
deed ; but he tharked: his ftars that the malady
+ he laboured under required no fuch fhocking
. mortification. However, he ' was handfomely
bantered, ‘or raillied, in his turn; .for,,as good

luck wguld have it, mademoifelle de * %% ajrer -
drinking a few glaffes,  was not only reconcﬂed
"o the tafte of the water, but aHowed it to be
moreo”er
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moreover. ve'sy«agreeable,_ and by that means: eny
joyed her revenge on fhe count. I\'Iotwjv and-
ing all her péinted raillerg, he proved inflexible,
however ;. and* no perfuafions. could indyce him,
for that day at leaft, to touch a drop more of it.
Almoft every body, indeed, who was then pre~
fent at the wells, befides himfelf, declared, that’

notwithftanding it had a fulphureaus tafte, and

fomewhat like that of a rotten egg, apd gave, at.

firft dripking, fuch a, fhock and difguft, yet, it »
foon wore off; and people, cwhen’onceea,little' @

habituated to it, might drink it with fome degree’
of pleafilte, as the tafte proved agreeable enough
after venturing on three or four glaffes, ¢
After thefe firft libations, . or compliménts,
paid to the nymph at Geronftere, thescount thade:
it his bufixefs to pry into her fituation, the firuc-
ture of her palace, and the parts, adjacent 5. and
{feemed fonder of grddf}{ing his qq;ﬂiqﬁty,_,, than:
reconciling his palate to her watars, ks
water, fo highly valuable, and which is looked
_upon s the only one of its kind, iffies forth
from the cavities of a rock, whofe fummit. is.
much Gigher than the town :  ’tis containeds ip 2

Iacll bafon, furmounted with a marble niche, @

over which there is a dome of fré&eit

<

X e
} eftone; fup-

perted by four red marble pillags, ; s

_ ‘This little edifice was erected. by the benefac-
tion, and at the expence, of the count Conrad

e (Bourg{dorff, one of the privy counfellors of
the el:&tor of B.randenboqrg. That noBleman:

haying ¥ifited this fountain in. the year 1651,

3 and
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2nd having found a manifet relief, at leaft, if
not an ‘abfolute cure, from the malady he at that
tiiie laboured under, “thought it was "but reafon.

_able that his benefaétrefs thould have a more
commodious habitation than fhe had before ; and
accordingly, as a mark of his refpect and grati-
tude, crected this palace in miniature at his own

* expence, and affixed his coat of arms twice there,
with an infcription fuitable to the occafion on

i eack fide of them; one in the German language,
and the other in Freach, on the large freeftones,

. which are fill legible on the adjacent wall. A
* lady, who heard a gentlemen read the mfcnptmn,
made the following agreeable remark, viz. That
if every invalid, who was fo happy as to find 2
cure from hdr waters, was to make the nymph
fuch 3 grateful oblation, her waters would be-
come as famous and remarkable for their decora-
tions, as their innate virtues, And ’tis {trange

~ t> me, continued fhe, that the czar Peter the
the Great, the firft emperor of Ruffia, thould
return hom from the Spa without leaviny any
monument behmd him, wotthy of fo dlﬁmgulﬂwd
a piinke : inftead of leavmg only his coat otarws

« behind him, like the privy counfellor above 5i--

* med, he had much better,  a.d it would have

‘redounded ‘much more to his honour, to have

erected a fpacious public hall, where frangers

might ﬁave drank his health in’a commodious

manner, hundreds of yeats after his “decez .

Alas ! inadam, faid the counfellor, the czw: had

no {uch thought in his head ; nay, in all pro-
bability,

&
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bability, he imagined, that, by leaving fdﬁly His-

great name, and his arms, behind him, he made:
tie Spa a greater compliment than if he had
ereGted a palaée there’; and the natiwes of the .
place were fo infatuated, that inftead of folicit-
ing him to difplay his royal boutty and benevo-

lence towards them, they fat themfelves down

contented with requefting only the honour of a

public certificate of the great and altholt mira_éu- ;
lous benefits he had received from drinking'thevj‘

waters during his imperial’ majefty’s refidence’

upon th~fpot; of which royal certificate, madam,’ .

I have an exaét tranfeript in my pocket-book,—
Here it is—and your ladyfhip may read itif yqu
pleafe. : e s
e 3
““ Know all men by thefe prefents, That I,
<< the privy counfellor and firft ‘phyfician of his
‘imperial majefty of Rufiia, do hereby certify
¢ and declare, that his imperial majé&y,"havjng‘-‘
€in a great meafure loft his apgetite, by rea-
“fon of a relaxation of the fibres OF his fto-
.-““ mach; together with a very vifiRle ‘tumour,
<¢ or fwelling, in both his legs, a pale am{ wan
+ . wountenance ; as alfo, being frequently afflicted

¢ with very violent fits of the cholic, reforted, .

.,

A

£ By my advice, to the town of Spa, there to

¢ drink her falutary and mineral waters : jand T
¢¢ do hereby rertify and attcft, that, on drinking
« e fame, he amenfled day after day, pgrticu~
“larly after paying his. perfonal vifie to * the'

¢ cefebrated fountain of Geronfterey fituate about' -

(43
L ; _ three
{ §
: ®

°
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‘our gower to have réad it in more lafting and
bolder cﬁaraéhers, by the eretcion of fome com-

modmus gallery, or fpacwus lwll, ‘or ‘any other
public building of the like nature, by which his

* imperial majefty would have teftified, that he was
as magnificent in. his grateful acknowledgment
for the benefits he had received, as he was grand
‘and remdrkable for ' his other heroic virtues.
Pray, gentlemen,  what think you, added the

{ady, in regard to this important topic ? ~ Every .

¢ owue gave xtmm—‘dxatel) into "her fentiments, and

ino-enuouﬂv» pnfefledyethat it Would have re-

: I pean, hxs want of due bmmfy and bene-
_ volence. :
After this little confexence, fhc count chauged
the ladies with ~havma prolonged: the time fo far,

. that gheve wab no room left for drinking dny
more water that morning ; hut, regardlefs of hie -
accufatmn, thef unanimoufly returned direély
to the fpring, and each of them drank a glafs
‘With an air - of fo. much fatisfaGtion, and with
fuch repeated eulogiums on the good tafté of ‘the .
*water, -and with {fo much life and ipirie, thar
the count had not the leaft opportunity. of prh- -
‘ing his. ra;llery ,any farther : they coula! nAt,

I however,
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?xowever; make a convert of him, nor prevdil on
him to copy their Beroic examples, When they
«had done ‘rinking; tht ladies propofed to with-
draw into the adjacent building, where there are
two public places of refort, for the convenience of *
fuch as are difpofed to warm themfelves. . They
thought it highly expedient to reap the benefit
of afire for a few minutes, as the morning it- "
{elf was fomewhat chilly, and as ghey had ftoed
ftill for fome time in holding the fhort, con-
_ verfation before related, The building abowe
mentioned is fituate dire@ly oppofite to. the foun-
tain ; the room below has the appearance of a-
large hall, or guard-room, in which there Js a
fpacious chimney, and an ill-contrived heatth,
that projects almeft as far as thamiddle®of the
room, ~which is paved, like the ftreet, with
common flint-ftones: there are twio long benches,
or forms, ranged on each fide the chimney,
which are intended for the accomimodationgof
the common people, and are of fingular fervice
to {1ch invalids as have not the free ufe of their °
legs. A large fire is always kept there; but,
as '.is cuftomary to clap great bldcks of green
wood on the back of it, the fmoke there is fomes
times wvery difacreeable, and efough to choak
one. Moft people of any ?qﬁxion refort to tfle‘
room over it, which is much more commodious,
and where there is 2 much better profpe&. You
. 30 up aftair-cafe to it,” which ftands at the foot ’
- of “he room below, To this upper room there
@ two doors on ach® fide gf the chamber,
S - which -

° *

S e
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commodious and verdant arbours for thefe who -
take delight in a rural folitude, or fuch parties -

‘of pleafure who chufe to converfe together

with freedom, without any hazard 'of an in-

terruption, ‘

As the weather happened on“that day to ‘be
fomewhat gloomy, and too cold to {’cay there any
time, the company returned to the public cham-
ber, where they {pent the beft, part ¢f their time ;
and as the infeription on the wall near the couht dc
Bourgfdorff’s coat of arms, and the ‘pompous
certificate of the recovery of the czar, nftturaHy
induced them to think favourably of the innate
virtues of the Spa waters, fo their 'difcoyrie
turned immediately upon that important (topic.
Some were for making their waggifh remarks
upon them, and fetting their oreat and won-
derful virtues in a ludicrous Tight; but others
were more inclined to treat the fubje& in the
moft ferious manner, as the importance of St

| Juﬁ:ly deferved ; and afferted, that their innate

virtues were fuch, as that they performed cures
almoﬁ in a miraculous manner. The baron of
H **%, who'was orte of the party, and a‘ftre-

‘Hiuous advocate for all the fprings in general,

declared the worderful effeé& of them, in regard
to his own perfon, during the laft feafon only
I had loft the ufe, faid he, of my nght arm and

my ught leg ; " the paralvfis, or palfy, bhad, in

 )¢ke manner, fexzed upen ‘my tongue, infomuch
that’I. could fecarcely fpeak® diftin&ly enough to
be‘nght]y underitood. = Under “this deplorablc
i circumftance,
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journey, for one in fo weak and piteous a coh-
dition as was my hard lat at that time, you may
cafily imagine, was abfolutely impracticable : be-
fides, 1 was then aflliCted with fuch 2 general
contraction of my fibres, which reduced me to
the crooked figure of the letter 2, that I exadly
refembled the picture of the facetious menfienr -
Scaron.  Upon which; I looked upon his ad-
vice as an aét of affurance; and ¢he n‘iéxfe-.-:re- 4
fult of ignorance; in fhort, I took H.im.;fb;be‘ =
little better than a quack. Howeverf out of
complaifance to my friend, who cafually intro- !
duced me into his cgmpany, I drank a few bot-
tles of the Spa water, fuch as e have them -
ported at London 3 and I perceived that they did ©
me {ome real fervice ; forin a month or fix weeks :
time at {artheft, I beganto {leep pretty found a-
nights, to havefomedegree of appetite tomymeals,
‘and that my nerves were more fupple and pliant :
encouraged by thefe goad effeéts, I Continued tv
drinic them, till at laft I was tempted to undergo .
the fatigue of the voyage. Howevdr,. when I
firft arrived, my cafe, indeed, was Jbad cnough
in confeience, and I tried all the fountains- in
geewel.  That at Geronflere: brought mé to
death’s door; bt the Savveniere fpring -was
{fomewhat moye  favourable;  and experience «
taught me to ftick clofe to that at Pouhon. I
did fo, with conftancy and: refolution, and de-
< te.mined that they fhould be. my dernierdrefortes
and .Ja¢ they fhould either kill me, or cureime.
I had not drank .the Pouhon watirs above three
gt months,
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an exertion of my patience for two or theee yedts,
I was able to walk aboyt, and take a little tour
ow and then ; a2 happinefs to whichd had been
long a ftranger. =2

My body, till then bowed down and crook—
ed, grew ftrait*again by degr®es, and, I could
ftand as upright as an arrow, and was ready .
to take a dance at the ball.  Though thus

- happily recovered, I could not beamthe thoughts
of parting with my favourite nymph.* It
feemed to me more advifeable to corkinue on
the fpet for fome time longer, till my firength '
and health were fomewhat better eftablifhed.
I began to gather frefh ftrength daily; angd I
found my fleth fenfibly increafed year after, year,
without any other aid or affitance than thesin-
nate vircues of the water, mixed with fome pro-
per fyrups when I found myfelf coftive, and
ftood in need. of a gentle purge. I look: upon
myfelf now, fir, faid he, as drawing near to
the conclufion of my recovery; and in Sep<
tember next I propofe to take my‘lcave of the
Spa..

However, though ’tis. (ome years ngo waien
we nrit told me this ftory, he had not refolu-",
tion enough to wbandon hic favourite fountain
till the winter -before laft; after which he re- .
turned the feafon following; and ’tis highly pro-
bable, that he will for the future be a conftant

. refident at the Spa,  When he went avay, it
mune be acknowledged, that he had met with
great relief, and a furprifing fikcefs ; and ’tis

very.
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folutely neceffary, fir, as you very juftly ebferse;
and I flatter myfelf I hqve a comparifon at hand
that will démonﬁrate, beyond all contradiion,
the infallibility of your do&rine. Thesdrugs from:
the apothecary’s fhop (according to your hypothe-
fis) are as abfolutely neceflary t8 co-operate, and
be aiding and aflifting to the waters, as the fhot
and the powder are requifite ingredients in bring-.
ing down a partridge or a pheafant » the powder is
to determine the action of the fhot; one wi'thou‘tf J
the other will prove equally fruitlefs am ineffec=
tual ; {S is by the combination and the ufe of bothe
together, from whence we muft expe@ the de-
fired effe@ : and thus it is that the waters canune-
ver have their due operation without the aid and’
afliftance of fome medicinal preparation; the Apo-
thecary, therefore, it is plain, muft reap’ fome
benefit from the cure.  TLis fimile fet the
company into a titter: and the time Anfenfibly -
elapfing by mtans of our medicinal conferenac,
they put an end to it by their immediate return ,
to the Spa; and the rather be¢aufe the fun began
to be too warm for them, and wiarned them to
take their leave of that fountain ; for as Sxeteife,
on wme one hand, is requiﬁte,,in‘grder. to affift thé_
operation of the waters; {o, on the other, the
drinkers of them are indifpenﬁbly obliged - to beg
moderate in‘thofe exercifes, and ayoid, as care-
fully as poffible, the over-heating -themfelves, :
or getiing into a fiweat; becaufe it is preju-
dicial, and fometimes of very bad confequence,

tocthofe who have drankc the -waters;  for it

2 : ~ fuppofes
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“ afk me, perhaps, What real beneft and"ad-
¢ vantage have you yourfelf received from them,
« through' their furprifing influence and effet ?
¢“ I have reafon to allow their virtues to be
¢ matchlefls and divine. 1 am complimentsd
‘“ upon that feore almoft every day.—They
¢ have performed wonders,—So much the better,.
¢¢ you will fay.—Why then I take it for granted,
€€ you have happily found a. perfeét cure.—That
¢¢ I have, doubtlefs, fir; and though I 4m not
¢ over-fenfible of any vifible alteration, I am
¢ bound to believe it matter of fadt; for my
¢ phyfician plumes himfelf upon it, and my
¢ landlord tells me almoft every morning, - that
¢ 1 look as freth and ruddy as a rofe in June.
“¢ Is there, after thofe intimations, the leaft room
““to queftion 2 cure?—No, fir, no; the fa&t
¢¢ s as yifible as thefun at noo.-day.~Befides, at
*¢ prefent, I give myfelf no manner of concern
¢ about it. Old Charon has laidt it down hcre :
“¢ as an eftablifhed maxim, that ’tis two or three
¢ months after we have done drinking the waters,
¢ that, he finds, we are perfectly cured from all
‘¢ manner of diforders.—If I am not cured to
** all intents and purpofes, fo much the worfe
“for me: but, furel am, ’twill be the fault
¢ of the waters, and not mine. “But be that
““as it may, my phyfician, and my landlord,
“ have fucceeded as well as their hearts could .
““ with; for they know better things than to be
“ under the leaft concern at my depasture, fince
{ ¢ AR ¢ thcy :
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maladies as are acrimonious, till thof® humsurs
fhould be evacuated or correted. . The violence
which the a&ion of the waters occafions, in order
to conquer or fubdue the refiftance of fome cafual
obftruétions, or of the gravel, frequently oc-
cafions a renewal of the fymptoms which proceed
from thence; and that is the reafon why we:
meet with no good effets from the waters till
after the refolution or entire evacmation of thofe
humours which flop up the urinary paffages. In‘
cafes of exafperations of the nervous Lhind, pro- '
ceeding from the weaknefs and fenfibility of the
fibres, the acceleration of thofe emotions of the
humours, which is infeparable from the aétion
of the waters, muft of neceflity occafion 2  greater
number of vibrations on the fenfible fibres,
and from thence there muft refult fome exafpe-
~ rations of the nervous kind dtring the drinking
of the waters; after which, the fortified fibres
will prove afterwards lefs fubjett to fhake than
they were before. The waters, for the genera-
lity; do not difcover their virtués, or effeés,
any otherwife than by impreffing a certain emo-
tion, which may prove troublefome: that <mo-
tion, therefore, is fometimes the effe@ of the
waters themfelves: when that emotion fhall
ceafe with theif ufe, then the fortified fibres
will be more able to withftand thofe exafpera-
tions whick may poffibly occur : this, therefore,
wn]l not be perceived till the patient has done
drmkrpg the waters; then he will find them
fomﬁed and lefs fub_)e& to fphfmodic exafpeta-

. thﬂS
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tions: i: is then, in fhort, and not till then, he "
will feel the powerful effe&s of the waters: then
thofe falutary effeéts will continue, and the in-
valid, who imagined he had received very little
benefit or advantage from the ufe of the waters,
if any at all, will find an alteration and amend-

sment which he never-fo much as thought of,

pr expected, when he declined drinking any more,
as finding fo little hopes of meeting with fuccefs,

+ Themetallic remedies are remarkable in that very

particular, namely, that their effe@s continue
for a confiderable time after the ufe of them:
what is known of them in general is here con-
ﬁrmcd in particular; and we have nothing
more to do, than to afk thofe who have Juft
groufids to be lavifh in their praifes of the mira-
culous effeés of thofe mineral waters, who, for
the moft part, will affure you, that they prin-
cipally difcovered the falutary effedts of them
about fix waeks, or two months, after they had
drank them. The company recolleéted, that,
in divers cuces which had been talked of at the
wells, they found there were juft grounds for the
canfirmation of that eftablifhed maxim.

Granting what you fay, fir, to be fo4t, faid
the count, who was always irclined to keep up

i the fpirit of their conve_fation by his waOgiﬂ_;

contradi&ions, there is no room for our being, in
the leaft, furprifed at thefe mineral waters bemg
peculiarly. ferviceable to the ladies who are ma.-
ried, and whofe hufbands are in years; in wlich
refpedt I have heard feveral very lavifh -in their

Vou. IL F commen-
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commendations:  thaty T imagin’e,\ muf® be ohe
of the principal cafes fir the entertainment of
dome reafonible hopes of meeting with good fuc-
cefs,, in procefs of time, from their virtues and
effets. And'I doubt not, fir, faid the count to
the phylician, but that you have found in thefe
mineral waters, to the joy and comfort of fome of
our feeble beaux, afpecific cure for barrennefs in
thofe buxom wives who would fain compliment
their rich old hufbands with heirs to their eftates.
Tt is very true, replied the counfellor; tthat the
idea which has been entertained, for the gene-
rality, of the prolific virties of thefe mineral
waters, is fomewhat foreign to the ufe which hag
been made of them ; but after all, ’tis not a
mere idle tale; or a idion, formed" ,for._ nothing
but to raife a laugh, when we infift on their
aftonifhing and marvellous effes and operations
in that myfterious cure, It would be, doubtlefs,
an act of ill-nature, prejudice, and prepoflefiiony
o afcribe that wonderous and fecret effe@ of our
mineral waters altogether to the aid and affiff-
ance of a gallant; and it would be an a& of the
higheft injutice to eall in' queflion‘the trutheof
fome csrtain remarks that have from time to -
time been made on 'the im
debate. « : :
In a word, added the phyfician, fince there
are certain excefles, fuch asa weaknefs, a want
of a due claftic power, and other cafual infir-

portant topic now in

_ mitles, which may occalion impotency in the

men ; aud fince, on the other hgnd, there may
2 accidentally
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accidentally occur a certain languor, and 2 fuper-
abundant-corpulency, and other incidents pecu-
liar to the fair fex, which are the general caufes*

_‘of fterility, or barrennefs; and fince thole

mineral waters wxll, in a great meafure, corre&,
and give a check to, thofe infirmities, there is
no queftion to be made, but that their virtues
and innate qualities have power fufficient to
cure and reraove fuch cafual defeés on either
fide; and whocver has been any time a prac-
titioner ‘at the Spa muft, unlefs he be difin-
genuous, confirm thefe marvellous cffe@s. T
am perfonally acquainted with divers perfons, of
both fexes, who labour under the infirmities laft
mentioned, and though I could produce many
mﬁances, yet, for brevity’s fake, I will con-
fine myfclf to one only, which was tranf-
mitted to us by the famous do&or Preffeux,
lately deceafed, who pralifed hére at the Spa,
with abupcance of fuccels, and ‘in his life-
time was a gentlemau of unblemifhed honour
‘and reputation.

A voung lady of five and twenty, whd had
bedn married for fome years, and was very eor-

. pulent, perfeétly in health, but unfortunately

barren, (occafioned, to all outward appearance,
principally by her exceflive fatnels) came hither
with the pleafing hopes of complimenting her
hufband with a fon and heir.  In oeder therc:y,
fhe drank the waters of Geronftere for fix wecks
fucceffively ; and the wery fubfequent yrar dhe
was brought totbed of a fine boy. Not having
s -, any
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any more children for three years afterwardx,
fhe had: recourfe to the waters a fecond time ;
-and the year afterwards fhe blefled her hufband
with a daughter. She conceived no more ‘for
four years from her laft delivery. She v1ﬁted
the Spa once more, and the confequence was, an
.addition to her family.

That lady, faid the count, played thc part
of a good female oeconomift, in ndt multiplying
o0 often her wifits sto the Spa; and this obfer-
vation which you have quoted, doftor, is fuffi-
cient enough in confcience to juftify thofe con-
tralts, or covenants, in marriage fettlements,
where the number of children is limited ind
reftrained, as monfieur the baron was pleafed
to intjmate fome time ago, of his own know-
Jedge, .to be a received cuftom in the town
which he . particularly ‘mentivned. ].think,
faid one of the ladies, who knew where with
propriety to apply this innocent raillety, that this
topic has been . canvafled as far as it will bear.
Every one allowed, that this laft anecdote, or
little. hiftory, clofed the apology fer the waters
extremcly well; and as they all found it high
time to'get themfe]ves drefled againft dinner-time,
they parted by confent, and .withdrew to their
selpective apartments.

. : - e e
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On the Cafeade at Coo. On the Caflle and Mar-
guifate of ¥ranchimont. On the Origin. of
- Springs. On the particular Qualities of thofe at
. the Spz.  On the Country Chace. On the Plenty
or Fertility of the Spa.  On the feveral Springs
er_ Fountains at Tonnclet, and Watroz. On
the principal Employments_at_the Spa. On the
Vi ﬁts paid at the Departure of the Gentry; and

the Bxpences‘that attend that agreeable Place.

NIME, at tke Spa, flies away with an a--
mazing {wiftnefs: notwithftanding it muft
be allowed, that two parts of it in three are {pent -
in nothing but amufements, yet the whole body
of. its vifiters are in perpetual motion; all,
feemingly at leaft, as bufy as bees ; and nat a
drorie to be met with in the whole hive. The
amufements follow fo clofe at the heéls of
each other, in that moft agreeable recefs, that
there are fome people, who have been refident
there for fix weeks fucceflively, and fometimes
longer, who have never dreamt of iaking any
furvey of the country, or, in fhort, any of the
parts adjacent. The cempany were juft upon
the point of theis departure, when, at their “a-
s king
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king their farewel glafs at the fountain of Geroh-
ﬁere their converfation turned upon the nature
cand peculiar beauties of the country. The firft
articles that they touched upon were the extra-
ordinary and {i urpnﬁng cafcade at Coo, the caftle
of Franchimont, and the city of Vervier, T hey
had before taken notice of the fountain at Ton-
nelet, as a curiofity well worthy of their atten-
tien ; though not one of them had at ‘that time |
fc\md out a leifure hour to pay it a formal® vifit,
as is the cuflomary pra&xce of all who‘ refide at
the Spa.

The ferenity and chearfulnefs of the 'weather
tempted them to take a walk : on this acceunt, and
the company then at the Geronfere well; it was
the fitieft opportunity that could be embraced for

making up a large party of pleafure for that
agreeable purpofe. As the- above*mentmn!d'
fountain is fituate on the road to ‘Coo, vrluch
is not diftant above two leagues fromh thcnce, thie
ladies propofed to pay the cafcade there a vifit,
as foon as they had done drinking “their waters:
the propofal was very readily cnmplied with,
a«d the party were very numerous. ‘The gentle-
men inftantly difpatched a fufficient number of
valets to the Spa, for proper provifions, fuitable’

.to a polite breakfaff at the cafcade. Another
meflenger was immediately fent before to Stave-
" dot, where they propofed to bait, and have their
dgnner.  Stavelot is a2 fmall town about three
quartees of ‘2 league diftant from sthe cafcade,
3 which

&
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which &, as well as the former, about three
fmall leagires from the Spa.

The road-way which runs mto the forefls,
tho’ very wild, offers divers pomts of view, which
are perfectly agreeable, and in the rural tafte. It
is very rough and rugged, however, as you tra-
vel over a highhill, that is extremelyftony, and,
moreover, - {o very narrow, in fome particulac
parts of ‘it, that there is fcarce a foot of ground
beyond .the track of a wheel, from iwhence a
machine-might be everf\.t, and fall into a deep

tvalley, if there were not flrong and fubftantizi
hedges on each fide, almoft all the way, which
fecspe paﬂ'engers, indeed, from the danger of the
precipice, . but rob. them, at the fame time, in
3 gredt meafitre, of all diftant profpe@s. There
are fmall chafms, ‘or gaps, however, here and
there, in thofe hedges, where you may caft your
eyes. dovzg to. the bottom of the valiey; a froht
fnfficient, to. make any one giddy, ‘and ftrike him
with horror - and amazement if he Was not,® in
fome meafure, emboldened. by ‘a multitude of
. company. Eeildcs, the atte,ntmn to fugh a
fhecking. ptofgeét is conﬁdﬁrably taken off by
_an impatient cagernefs to fee the ca{ca&e, the
" fall of whofe waters are heard dt a greatdiftance.
. The gentlcm-n, howevers had the care. and
precaution to make the ladies ahght from their
machines, and with all the - gomplaifance
imaginable to hand them along in fuch p]aceg
‘as were moft dangerous, as well as. rugged, “in
thcxr defcent frein a hill, which is ﬁtuatc about

Fa ; a
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a quarter of a league from the cafcage; and
afterwards handed them into their vehicles again,
i crder to afcend another petty mountain, which
commences at the foot of that from which they
had defeended. At laft they all fafely arrived at
the crofs, which is erefted at the head of the
cafcade. From thence they went down to thie=!
foot of it, which is dire&tly oppofite to the
very fpot where the water falls. “*The compa-
ny in general were highly delighted with the
fight, and ingenuoufly acknowledged, that they
did not grudge the fatigue they had been at in ®
this their ramble. The' cafcade, which juitly
demands the attention of the moft ‘curidus,
forms' a mafs of waters, which defcend from all
the more lofty hills that furround it, ‘andflie'ih'g
here united, conftitute an amazing torrent. It
divides itfelf into two branches-againft the point
of a rock, which caufes that féparation ; and
forms two beds all round about it% over each
of which beds is erected a wooden bridge, ‘partly
_ covered with large boughs of trees, pieces of
ftone; and a large quantity of ggavel. Thefe |
bridges are very inelegantly conftruéted, - ahd,
to outward appearance at leaft, feem fomewhat
fhocking, and sot altogether fecure: the roar
of the water that flows with fuch rapidity under-.
neath them, but more efpecially the cafcade it-
felf, imprints {uch a horror on the niind, as con-
tributes greatly towards the idea of their being
dangerous and unfafe. Tohe noife of this cafcade
is rqdoubled, or as loud again, %fter an impetu-
= ; ; - . ous
[ ]
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ous rainy which fwells the torrent, and renders
the beauty of its fall ftill the greater objeét of
admiration : it is, however, more fnghtful and
furprifing than ordinary when the wind is very
high, which raifes the foam of the waters up
' into the aix, from whence they defcend, in a,
- kind of gentle fhower, on all the parts adjacent.
One of thefe two toirents. is:-much: louder,.
and more rapid, .than the other: :each of them..
> feems to form a great variety of falls, which are
occafion.d by the unevennefs. of the rock along.
- the fide ‘of which thefe rapid waters flow. - This.
irregularity, . or ‘unevennefs of the rock, how--
evegy renders the fight of it fill more -agreeable -
and delightful to the eye, . s it offers to view.
a-gredt variety of particular and diftin& cafcades,
or- little fheets of water, infinitely more beauti=
ful than thofe v hich, are made by art, This .
torrent. of water .falls. from a great height; and °
ronftitutes ane of.. the fineft . cafcades in- all
Europe. It forms, at the foot of ithe ‘rack, a -
kind of lake, which difembogues, or difcharges -
its waters into a rivulet, known by the name of
the Ambleve; where the foam, created by the -
fall, is- confpicuous at a quarter of ‘a leaguc’s
* diftance. The water of this river isimade: ufe of
. for the turning the wheels:of-a ‘mill, . which.is’
ereéted at the foot of. theirock; ‘and the miller’s
houfe is the only edifice that is. ese&ed on this-
wild and ‘uncultivated place. .
There the compqny ‘went in to: partake of wche -
breakfaft that- was provided before-hand for.
s G them,
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them. Their morning exercife, 'togeth'er with
the fharp air of the place, had whetted ‘¢hsir ap-
petites; and none of them were over-fparing,
as there was plenty before them.—The miller,
when their repaft was over, offered to fhew
them the raging manner in which the tor--
‘rent fell at fuch time when they had been
vifited with heayy and impetuous rains for feve-
_ral days fucceflively.  They accepted of the fu-
vour; and he and his fervants, aceordingly,
went up a confiderable way above the ‘bridges,,
and opened, with their pitch-forks, a kind of ¢
dyke, which he had made there with divers planks,
faggots, and large bnughs of trees, ‘in ordler
to retain fuch part-of the water as he faw con-
venient, in an upper bafon, or refervoir.  Inan
inftant- the cafcade fwelled with fuch a fur-
prifing rage, andérolled along.its waters with
fuch a fury and foam, as gave them an ade-
quate idea of the wide ocean when®ruffled inta
a ftorm. After this, the miller threw a favou-
Tite do of his, that was ufed to the fport, head-
Yong' from the bridge: the compaty loft fight
of him for a few moments 3 but he foon fivum
out of the water, and, after a fhake or twe,
paid his refpedts to the fpe@ators, and by the -
-wagging of his tail feemed to imtimate that he .
cxpeted fome fmall graeuity for his dexterity
apd addrefs. s« They afked the miller, if ‘he was
nog afraid of klllmg his dog, by expofing htm,
in the fll, to the' fharp pou;fts of the gock. To
th:s .natural query he replied, Mo, not in the
leaft 5
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leaft; for he had trained himup to the practice
of it; and the ftrength of the water fecured him
from all danger of being hurt by the rock. Hs
told them, morcover, ‘that fome years ago he
had.a: young brifk fervant, who would frequently,
to: oblige ftrangers who came to vifit the caf-
cade, jump in of his own accord. The barc:
idea of fuch a frightful fight made the tender--

" Heartediladies fhudder; and they told him, that

it was an unpardonable prefumption, in their-
opinion$ . for the boldeft man living to make-
fo rath an attempt, even to oblige a prince,
meich lefs any ‘common firanger; and fuch a
fight muft of neceffity give a perfon, endowed
with the lealt degree of humanity, inexpref--
fible®pain i¥tead of pleafure. The miller, how- -
ever, told them, that the lad had made a pralice
of it in. 2 manner from his in égcy,, that is. to
fay, before he was feven years of age, and that.
ehe never met with the leaft hurt or inconveni-
ence; for the ftrength of the water bore him.
up fo far as to be under no fear, or appreheniion,.
of his ever ftriking againtt the rock. | After
this tranfient difcourfe with the muller,. they
feemed fond of amufing. themfelves with 2 re-
view of the impetuous torrerk : but “before they
‘went away. the miller inﬁ&rmcd, them, - that. whac .
they had hitherto feen would bear no comparifon’
with the rage of thefe waters.in a winter-feafon,
efpecially after any. impetuous rains, ‘or when the:
fnows, . Eilhich . were (frquently.” very heayy=a—1-
deep in that sountry, began to selt.. © At thofe:
‘ infervals,,

)
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intervals, added he, the noife of the torrent is
fo loud and awful, that its fall is heard diftinétly

at a league;s diftance, It is eafy, therefore,

ladies, for you to conceive how the waters roar
at fuch times, by what you have been made fen-

fible of through this our artificial comrwance,”
and which obliged you'to talk Touder than' ufital

in order to be underftood. Some of the ‘com-
pany, who had never feen a cafcad¢ before, al-
lowed it to be one of the greateft cunolmes they
had ever obferved, and were wrapped up, as it
were, in ‘wonder and amazement. * An Eng]:fh
lady, who ‘had feen that at St. Cloud,’ peremp-
torily infifted; ‘that the artificial cafcade there
was a lefs curiofity, by far, than that at Coo,
"wild and irregular as it is; and that for this

reafon, becaufe the latter is the refult of nature,

unzflifted by art.  The count, h@wever, was not
fo'complaifant as to give direétly into her fenti-

meént, notwithftanding the beauties ®f naturey

%

and rural profpes, were his favourite amufe-

ments. Now, gentlemen and ladies; ‘T will be
bold t affert, faid the baron, that what we havc
feen to day, and that other cunoﬁgy ‘of art at
St. Cloudl laft mentioned, will bear no ‘manner
of comparifon with“that cafcade which is formed
by the river Rhine, at Schaffhoufe, in Switzers
land. 'The waters of that river fall from divers
hi%l: rocks into a fecond bed; which lies ten
fathom lower than the firft; and this fall of fo
—~zindenfe a body of water forms five feyeral caf-

cades M the foot, or bottom, of % fmall town,

o -

commonly
2 : .
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commm.xly called Lauffen. There is fomewhat
in that fall of waters fo grand and majeftic, that
T could never pafs by it without being highly de=
lighted, ' notwithftanding 1 have feen feveral
times thofe magnificent cafeades of Frafcati, and’
Tivoly in Italy, which are the moft delightful,
and firiking to the eye, of any thing of the like
kind that Europe can boaft of. - ; el
Whilft they were talking of thefe fine table-
cloths ‘of water, the meflenger whom they had
fent to Stavelot came back, and informed them
* that dinner would be ready about two o'clock; but
_that the people of the inn were perfe@ly un-
prowided for the reception of any large company,
infomuch that he feared they would, in fome
meafure,  1ect with a difappointment, unlefs
they thould happen, by good fortune, to catch a
plenty of fifh to® make out their entertainment.
However, they fent their fervants dire&ly out.
for that purpole to an adjacent river, which they
afTured him “was very plentifully ftocked. As
the whole company had made an ample break-.
faft, and as«t was then eleven o’clock, sthere
_ wias nobody over-folicitous of a “plentiful dinner.
They agreed, .hqwevé‘r, unanimoufly to “fet out
dirdéé&ly for S‘taii'e‘lot‘, in grder'to have time fuf-
ficient for traverfing the town, and feeing all
Jthe curiofities it could boaft of; and that incli-
nation was foon gratified, fince the place is but

very {mall, very plain, and makes but a piteous

figures ang was its fituation any wherg, elfe, it
would pafs for % town of no note at all. # 31t is

fituate at the foot of a mountain, on 2 little
4 e Tiver,
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river, known by the name of Ambleve *fpring ;
tho’ its fountain-head lies at fome leagues diftance
from the town. The company alighted at the
inn that their meflenger had been at before, and
immediately took a tranfient view of the place,
whilft their dinner was getting ready.  The
whole town is nothing more than a. fpacious
fquare, which is commodious enough, indeed,
for the holding a market, but has Jittle or no-
thing in it to firike the eye, or worthy of any
attention.  From thence they rambled _dire@ly -
to the abbey, which has fomewhat venerable in. -
it; and the abbot thereof, tho’ a monk, bears.
the diftinguithing title of Prince of the Empires
for which reafon he is generally called his Moft
Screne Highnefs, Thefe monks, w0 are all of.
the order of St. Benedi&, teltify. no ,xk}:irks;_ or
figns, of that high title they, allume, They
are all of mean extraGion and déwnright ple—
beians. - This abbey, however,. iatextr_'emel}i
well built, and very rich, asis alfo that other
at Malmedt, at about a léagpe’sdiﬁ?n,ce from this.
T'hefe two monafteries, or convents, are reunited
under one and the fame head, or abbot; and
that ire:y reunion . only creates animofities and.
divifions bthéén,~tllém 5 for “the eleGion ofgan -
abbot-prince, when thbre is 2 vacancy, depends
on the votes of thofe monks who are brethren, or.
members, of thaofe two particular convents,.cach ™
ot them being very ambitious of _having one of
“xc own houfe; and the number of  voters
b'ein% fof the generality upon a par, er-very near

: ity
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it, they®are divided into two warm parties, ong
whereof muft ' acquiefece where the other has
the greater number ‘of voters. It was cuftom-s
ary, many years ago, to make choice of a fecu=
lar abbot ; in which cafe, he who could procure
two thirds of the voters to cfpoufé his interctt,
was declared 'duly ele&ed 5 but upon the elec-
tion of a monkifh abbot, one vote beyond the
moiety is {uffcient to carry the important point.

The palace of this abbot prince s very fpa-
cious. ' #le has a revenue of his own, keeps a

sfeparate table, and has his peculiar officers 'to

- melledagiiping e

attend him; whofe' title is, Counfellors'to the
Prigce. /The company could not:have an eppor-
sunity of fecingif, ‘becaufe his highnels was out
of sown, an®gone to a rural province, depen-
dent on ‘his jurifdiGtion, at'fome leagues diftant
from his ufual refdence. ‘One of the fraternity,
however, ‘received’ the -company iwith great
sourtely ami complaifance; {hewed “them the
church, ‘which 'is very' fpacious, ‘and not badly
buile;  and the altar, in particilar, is immenfely
richy“and embellithed 'with o great variety of
Gothic decorations, all of filver, gilt and ena-

- He Thewed them dikewife the abbot's apart-
mients; “and ‘every thing that he imagined moft
worthy of their notice in the abbey: + He did

“not, indeed; « invite his vifiters todinner, that

repaft having been over fome confiderable timées
for it isa .cmn;ﬂ:ant magim, or general rule, —
ferved in /moft eonvents, togo to dinncr it cleven

: o’clock,
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o'clock, in cafe there be no ftrangers® prefent
«cafually to poftpone it. He offered the gentle-
men and ladies, however, the cuftomary refrefh-
ments after dinner ; but in that particular they
defired to be excufed, as it principally confifted
in fome of their fmall wine,” of a greenith
colour; but then there was plenty of it: and as .
a monachal converfation, they were fenfible,,
could be no great amufement tq the ladies, .
they returned him  thanks for his favours, and
returned to- their inn, where they not with.
but a poor entertainment; and as poorly dreffed. - -
Their firlt courfe was a dith of foup made.
of fweet herbs, a hind-quarter of mutton iuft
killed, and tough enough in confcience ;. two-
barn-door fowls, with no fleth on.cheir backs;
and a bit of falt beef: and this had been their -
whole bill of fare, had it not been for their
meflenger’s prudent precaution: of ‘taking care to
fecure a difh of fith, which was their {econd
courfe, and confifted of feveral fine trouts, and
fome excellent lobfters, which, confidering how
badly the houfe was provided, was no incon-
fiderable addition, . sl
Theladies embraced this opportunity for railly-
_ing the gentlemeny, their affociates, ‘for reducing
them to the neceflitytof fuch fhort commonsy
when there was plenty enough of every thing
at the Spa, ﬁowxever’:, they did not fail of divert-
_ihg themfelves: concerning this negleét in their
= veditorsi  Such partics of pleafure as thefe,
concludéd and agreed on at ORCe, and in a
(3 Ao :

‘ hurry,
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hurry, afle frequently animated by themfelves, and
accompanied with little trivial inconveniencies,
which add life and fpirit to their rough entertain-
ment, and contribute greatfy towards’ their in-

' nocent amufements. They now began to reflect
on the badnefs of the road, and the many violent
» jolts they had felt in their paflage thither, and
the repetitions of them that they were to expect,
~ and the many wild and frightful profpecs they
were cafually to meet with in their return home,
through®his part of the country, which confti-
stutes a part of the Ardenna. It is poffible, the
fharp air'of this climate contributed in a great
megfure to their good-humour and chearfulnefs,
which was kept up amongft the whole company
tilb they got %o the Spa again, and made them
look upon this frolic as one of the moft agree-
able amufementsy they had met with during the
feafon. In fhort, they were fo highly: pleafed
avith this jomrney, that they determined to make.
- a frefh party for fpending the very next day i
another ramble of the fame nature, but had not
fixed on any particular fpot for their intended
vifit. Some ‘propofed going to ‘take a furvey of
the city of Vervier, whilft others feemed more
inclined for a vifit to Franchimont. Others,
again, propofed to meet ifi the morning early at
the Pouhon well, ‘and from thence to fet out for
Vervier; and then to return throygh  Franchi-
mont to the Spa the fame evening. Thofé,

however, .who were well acquainted with —
LHE e i park
v
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part of the country, added, that proper nft{lengers
fhould be difpatched before-hand either to one
~or both of thofe places, with fuitable provifions
for their entertainment on the road ; fince there
was not an inn in. Franchimont, and much lefs
at Vervier, that could provide 'a proper dinner
for any number of pecople: for without fuch a
precaution, or unlefs the people thould have timely
notice of their intention, they would run a mani-
feft rifque of meeting with 2 much worfe dinner
than that at Stavelot. ot Lige
The count being fearful of fatiguing the:
ladies too much, by taking fo large a tour,
which was no lefs that fix leagues, begged them
to weigh well the plan propofed, and only to
make choice of cither one or the otuer 3 but not
ene of them would flinch from the tour firft pro-
pofed, adding, moreover, that they could fit their
horfes with as little fatigue as the .gentlemen,
As this refolution carried along witk it the aig
of a challenge, the gentlemen unanimoufly ac-
cepted it, with all the pleafure imaginable, but
propofed to regale themfelves in a more elegant
manner than they did the day before. = It was
paft five o’clock before they thought of  their re-
turn home. . ™
Their drivers, whou they had hired, began to
be impatient, and gave them notice accordingly,
that it was high time to prepare for. their depar-
thre. Upon  this notice the ladies were foon
— ;T'hcy did not, hqwever, take. the road
3 € - by
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by the Cafcade, becaufe it was not only the
fartheit way about, but the worft, and the moft
unpleafant.’ ' ; i & :

No fooner had they reached half way home,
but the heavens began to.lour, and cover them
with a dark and gloomy cloud ; and what was

* #till more diftrefsful, a dreadful ftorm arofe, ac-
companied with ‘moft awful ‘thunder-claps, and
fevere flathes ~of lightening. The air, in thort,

" feemed to be ‘ina perfedt flame, as they rolled
along without intermiffion; and the thunder be-

*ing multiplied by the echoes from the adjacent
mountains rendered the awful founds {1l more tre-
megdous. T he impetuous rain, that intermingled
with the tempeft; half drowned the gentlemen,
whillt the Mdies were almoft frightened to death
in' their ‘refpe&ive machines. ‘Their coachmen
made all the " hafte they poflibly could, “and
reached the Spa between feven and eight o’clock.

- dJpon theirrarrival, ‘there was tio room for com-
pliments or congratulations for their happy
efcape: each of them had his thoughts wholly
employed ‘on getting himfelf undrefled, and en-
joying himfelf beforc a comfortable fire. In
fhort, the whole party inftantly broke up, and
without the leaft formaiity huftened, as faft as
pofiible, to their refpetive apartments.

In the evening, the ladies took care to give
the gentlemen netice, that the inclemency of
the weather had rendered their intended tour the
next day_impraéticahle. = Tt was totally grve.i-
over by the caunt, the chevalier, and the coun-

Tellor,

-
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fellor, who- propofed to quit the Spa in:ﬁ,day or”
two’s time at fartheft. However, as the ftorm~
was foon blown off, and the weather the next.
kmorning very fine and ferene, all- the company
who had been at the cafcade met again at the:
Geronftere wells. ‘The count was for making.
the tour propofed; but fome of the company: «
found themfelves ftill fatigued and difcouraged.
by their laft night’s adventure ; and others ob--
jected, that the roads muft be bad and very flip--
pery, by reafon of the heavy rains: thavfell the.
evening before,  and were fearcely ofler.  To-¢
thefe objeions the baron of * * ¥ added, that.
the places they intended to vifit had nothing ¢u--
rious in them, at leaft, nothing fufficient to tempt-
them to a profecution of their fchen. . ‘TS this-
the chevalier replied, that Vervier was a very
fine place, where there was eftablifhed a very re-.
markable woollen manufadtory, and where a.
great number of fubftantial merchants: were al-;
ways to be met with. The counfellor backed-
that affertion, and moreover infifted, that the
city had a great number of curiofities to boait of; .
and that it was worthy the attcr_\tion‘o'f the moft.
curious flranger ; in fhort, that it was .a very.
fpacious place; that there were divers edifices-
there, that made a grand figure ; and{ in a word,-
that the {quares there, and fome of their {treets,
were not only fine, but uniform and regular ;. |
ared moreover, that it was one of the moft con=.
fideyable cities in the whole country, that of
Liege onfy excepted. As to its fikuation, it lies

< about

C
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about two leagues and a half dxﬁant from the
Spa, on the northern fide.
- As to Franchimont, it is an old fort, or -
-caftle, eretted on an eminence, and fortified after
.the manner of the antients; the walls whereof,
which are indented in the mode of battlements, are
eof an extraordinary thicknefs. ~ This caftle, how-
-ever, is, as it were, abandoned and difregarded : it
15, in fhort, remarkablefor nothing butits antiqui-
ty, and is made of no other fervice than as 2 ftrong
prifon for-fuch as aré criminals within the mar-
yuifate, or any of dts appendag.cs, whereof the
Spa is one.

I always nmagmed faid the count, that the
Bpa was fituate in the country of Liege: and
youw Notion “in that refpeét is, in fome fenfe,
juft and right, replied the counfellor. The mar-
quifate, ‘indeed, 'v-as a country peculiar to itfclfs
but it has been long re-united with that of Liege,
by the donation of one Renald, formerly a mar-
quis of Franchimont, to the bx{hopnc of Liegc,
when he determined to leave his own country, in
order to be engaged in the croifades, or holy
war, in the year of our Lord 1007, as fome
authors peremptonly affert ; but the moX pre-
vailing opinion is, that it wus given to the
church of Llege by one Quintus Boldus, king of
Auflrafia, in the ycar 898 ; which faid dona-
tion ought to have been confirmed and augmented.
by Charles the Third, king of France, his fuc-
ceffor, and uncle by tbe mother’s fide. I jum

: mentxon thefe wnecdotes, faid the counfellor,
x bccaufe
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becaufe they have fome reference to a plople who
have been celebrated in the annals of Liege, as
well for their manifold misfortunes, as for their
heroic atchievements. * You may remember, it is
very probable, faid the counfel{gr'to the count,
part of the converfation that pafled between us

and one of the canons of Liege, when we werce

laft at Chaufontaine, and the remarkable fally of
fix hundred men, then taken natice of, who,

with the utmoft intrepidity, penetrated info the '

camp of Charles the Bold and Lewis the&ileventh,
when thofe two princes laid fiege to the city of
Liege, in the year 1468. Now thofc fix hundred
men were all natives of Franchimont; who' were
looked upon in that age, if we may credit fo
<celebrated an hifterian as Philip ue Commines,
as a_brave people, ‘intrepid, and capable of un-
dertaking the moft heroic and, dangerous enter-
prifes. Thefe men were pitched ‘upon for the
above-mentioned bold expedition, «in order %o
- preferve, if poflible, their metropelitan city.
Accordingly, they marched all night, made their
way into the camp, and having cut off the ad-
vanced guards, they: penetrated even fo far as
the dcke’s quarters, who very narrowly efcaped
them ; and not.only he himfelf, but the king
likewife, had been ifevitably made their prifon-
ers, had notithree hundred gentlemen arofe im<-
mediately in their defence, ‘who almoft all of
them  perithed “in: that remarkable’ rencounter.
“whe alarm was inftantly given ; and the brave
natives of Fragchimont were wdortunately hem-
: 1 med
5 L ]
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med in and cut to pieces. 'The duke, thus ex-
afperated againft them fuffered his foldiers to
plunder the whole” country of Franchimont, in
which we are now refident.

Such an a&xon, faid the baron, is, in my
humble opinion, fo far from being praife-worthy,
“and deemed an aft of courage and intrepidity,
that it ought rather to be' csnfured as prefump-

,tuous and fuol-hardy; and the punifhment
_ which they met with was juftly due to their de-
merits; and fo much the rather, becaufc the
dulce had very good grounds for his being dif-
gufted at the condu& of the Liegefe; and thofe
herogs of Franchimont, as you call them, had
aéted with more prudence and difcretion, if, in-
ftead Of refiffing his highnefs, they had laid
down their arms, and implored his mercy. I
have ‘read; fir,” th> hiftory of the Liegefe with
fome degrecof ‘attention, and I find facts there-
i frequently  interfperfed, which ' charatterife
thofe nativesas a turbulent and rebellious people;
and’ that infolence and ‘preflumption’ are not the
only ‘mifdemeanors which  the Franchimontefe
are charged with: their hiftory contains in it
another blemifh upon them never to be wiped off;
for they were the very p»rfons, who in the thir-
teenth century affaffinated’ H'enryof Guelders, their
: bifhop;, in alittle village fituate at the foot of the
caftle s now fuch aéls of violence as thefe de-
monftrate thofe people to be of a very audacious
and turbulent fpirit, capcble of entering into any
unjuftifiable mea.ures that their hot-brained re~
fentments
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{fentments prompted themto; and it is'no matter
of furprife in the leaft that their country has
been plundered, and totally ruined, more than
once. Monfieur the baron, replyed the coun-
{ellor, feems greatly prejudiced and prepoflefled
againft thefe patriots, or defenders of their coun-
try; and it muft be acknowledged, that he talks
in the ftyle.of fome of thofe authors whofe an-
nals he has happened to perufe;« but let us ex-
‘ amine clofely, and with an impartial eye, into
thofe heavy grievances, or aéts of mifcondu&,
above laid to their charge, and we fhall find
fomewhat in their proceedings, fo juftifiable,
and fo truly ‘heroic, that inftead of cenfuring
their actions, as rafh and difloyal, we ought, in
reafon, to crown them with applaufe; fo-, in
the firft place, as to their affafination of that
bithop the baron fpeaks of, e was at that time
atually depofed, fo that he was no longer any
bithop of their's, and, confequently, had o
right or title to rule over them; and fuppofing
the fact to be true, that they murdered him, they
had not only a very fubftantial reafon, and per-
haps an excufable one likewife, for carrying that
bold attempt into ‘execution, as he was a kind
of an incendiary, and committed divers a&s of
violence, even after ‘hjs depofition. | Now, as to
the fally which they made, as has been above
o taken notice of, at the fiege of Liege, that
~was an action highly juftifiable, beyond all dif-
pute, and an incontefible mark of their in-
vincible courage and intrepidity’r As  their
= 2 3 : E country
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country 8vas then involved in a war, fuch 2 bold
action was, doubtlefs, glorious and truly he-
roic; for it was their indifpenfible duty, as
well as their greateft glory, to hazard their lives
in the defenCe of their country. Their glori-
ous enterprize, it is true, did not meet with the
wifhed-for fuccefs; yet their intrepidity and re-*
folution were the juft objeéts of applaufe; and
tho’ fo grand,an attempt, like a great many other
glorious  adtions, met with 2 difappointment,
yet we. find that they are often produive’ of
1 fome happy effeéts. Thus the courage and in-
trepidity only of two or three refolute Romans
ftrucky as we are very credibly informed, the great
Porfenna, king of Hetruria, with fuch wonder
agd *admirfion, that he not only ceafed from
 opprefling the Roman legions, but was ambi-
tious at the fage time of becoming their ally.
That powerful prince had laid fiege to Rome it-
of€lf; in hopes of re-eftablithing Trarquin the Proud.
This fiege, however, having reduced the Ro-
man ftate to the laft extremity, a young native
of that city, by name Mutius Sczvola, entered
inte-the enemy’s camp, and {lew Porfenna’s prin-
cipal fecretary, through a miftake, chinking,
and taking for granted he liad done the good
office to Porfenna himfélf: his refolution was,
to murder, if poffible, that prince, his country’s
enemy; as the natives of Franchimont were
defermined, byall means, to deftroy their country’s
oppreflor, the duke qf Bourgogne, and witn .=
‘fame honburabkle and heroic view; natnely, the
: G : deliverance

3
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deliverance of their capital from fallingtinto the
hands of  their detefted oppreflor. Mutius, it is
evident, failed in his principal aim, as well as
“they. The intrepid young Roman was fecured,
we are told, and actually brought ‘into the pre-
fence of Porfenna, who could; doubtlefs, if he
' had thought convenient, have taken away his ,
life as a juft refentment of the crime he had com-.
mitted; but, inftead thereof, he chofe rather to
expoftulate with the young foldier, and enquire
into the motive that induced him to engage in
fo rafh an attempt. Know then, Porfenna, re-
plied Mutius; with the utmoft intrepidity, that
there are three hundred of us young Romans,
who have taken a folemn oath before the gods,
that we will all be cut off to a ma.), unl.fs we
can firft affaffinate your majeifty even in the midt
of .your guards. The undaunted courage of
" Mutius, even after he had thruft his hand into
a quick flame «of fire by order of Rorfenna, ag
part of his punithment, firuck his majefty with
fuch a degree of altonifhment, as induced him to
_ enter into a truce with the Romans, in the firft
place, and afterwards into terms of peace, which
was principally concluded on, and agreed to,
through the influsnce and effe@ of that*young
Roman’s undaunted deportment. T here were
other motives, however, that contributed, in a
great meafure, towards the accomplithment of
that unexpected peace; -namely, the courage and
~ aftancy of a Roman lady, Clelia by name,

who hatl been delivered u.p to Pogleni®a, by way

of
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Commines, became the vidtim of thq Liegefe
nation, for having prefumed to ' defend them-
felves with fo much refolution and valour.

-~ To run back to almoft three and twenty cen-
turies, faid the baron, in order te find out fo
remarkable a comparifon, and.inftance it in a
people fo renowned among the antients, in vindi-
cation of the pmwefs of a poor pitiful province,
is, in my opinion, fomewhat unnatural, and
ftraining the point abundantly too ‘far; it is at

* leaft producmg as fingular an inftance as the
counfellor imagines my prejudices and prepoﬁcf—
fions againft them are fingular and too much
forced. Let us drop, fald the chevalier, all
thefe warlike debates, and let us beg our great -
advocate for' the Spa and its ‘environs, to
give us a fair, full, and impartial defeription of
that diftri€t, in order, if our time prove too fhort
for our rambling over-it, that w& may not at leaft.
be left wholly in- the dark as to the partxcular
beauties, or curiofities, that are: to be' found™
within that compafs. ;

This country then;, faid the counfe]lor, whxch
bears the title of a marquifate, derives its name
from the caftle of Franchimont, and ought to
'comprize, or take dn, four or five - leagues of cir-
_cumference at’ leaft allsways: this marquifate is
divided into five ditin& cantons, or bans, as the
natives call them, thatis to fay, Vervxer, 45 heux,
tie Spa, Sart, and jalhay :

The ban, or canton, of Theux, is'an appemd-'
age of altewn that ‘bears® thag. ngme, 0 which ‘is”

st ik ) futuate
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count of its being the moft antient town, a.é"»di’i“e
may be apt to conclude from the ereftion of the
caftle ‘there, or becaufe Vervier was formerly
nothing: more than a fmall village, which their
greatfuccefs in thewocllen manufadtoryoccafioned
firft a very confiderable augmentation, and after-
wards converted it into a city, which title it firft
affumed in the year 1651. Itis, moreover, highly
probable, - that the ban of Vervier is nothing |
more than a detached part of the province of

- Luxembourg, and re-united to the marquifate by
a pofterior exchange, after the marquifate wa$
made a donation, or free gift, to the bithopric.
‘At leaft, however, the confecration of this ban
has fome peculiar cuffoms attending it. ’Tis
dependent on Durbui; and “the feodal coure of
this confecration follow fthe flatutes and caffoms
of. Luxembourg, ‘a copy whergof may be feen'in.
their archives.  The effe&ts which are {ubje& to
this court, and dependent upon it,"or more im-
meciately on Durbui, are ‘the tythes of the ‘ban
of Vervier, ‘and the rents, or incomes) the
tythes whereof are mortgaged. Al the efeéls
above mentianed follow the right of the fiefs of
Luxembourg ; whereas, ‘in all the other parts of
the marquifate, the tythes, and, for the moft part,
all the other effedts, follow the nature and right
of the country of Liege. Moreover, there arc

vin the ban, or canton,-of Vervier, divers feodal

. ~f%ects, which follow, in like manner, the cuf-
tom ok the Liegefe fiefs;” and are hplden .of the
feodal court of Liege; and as'tS all other effecs,

. ST - they
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any thing more thai fifteen leagues in ‘circum—
ference, but all the country round about ity s as"
_mountainous, and as ab,und_a;n,t ~i,x}{fd;eﬁ.s,_,-rheaths,,
and uncultivated lands. It muft be acknow-
ledged, however, at the fame tig;‘é,i'rthgt: ‘there
are fome grounds that are well cultivated; and
very fertile, but not fufficient to anfwer. by far
the demands of their numerous inhabitants.
Give me leave, gentlemen, here te add one cur-
fory remark on the fituation of this {mall country ;
and that is this; namely, that it joins, to no one
$art of the country of Liege, to which it is at
prefent annexed; for every where it is enclofed
within the dutchy of Limbourg, and the coyntry
of Stavelot. You will fay, gentlemen, con-
tinued  he, that I trefpafs. upoh yout (pa~
tience in pufhing on the converfation too far
upon one topic, to which we are all Mtrangers :
however, I will fill venture to make one ob-
fervation more on a particular refative to the
country thereunto adjoining; and that is this,
namely, that befides the two countries, by which
it is immediately furrounded, there are divers
others, which are only feparated, or divided, by
fome xmall flips of land, infomuch that within
the compafs of a few hours a man might travel
out of the marquifate into five ‘or fix different
countries, each belonging to a ditferent fovereign. -
«Such. as lie neareft at hand are thofe of Lim-
bourg: and Stavelot; after them, thefe of Lux-
~ embourgy Juliers, and Montjoie 3 befides a very,
fmall Nip of very bad grounds cafled Orange-
- Land,



OF VT HE SPAS 12

Land, without being able to give any juft reafon
for that title or diftinétion : moreover, that pe-
culiar fpot is not challenged, neither is there -
the leaft rxght or title laid claim to it by any
fovereign in any of the adjacent countiles. It is
therefore looked upon-as a fpot of free-land,
common to all without diftinction : and the i m-
habitants of Jalhay, one of the bans, or can-
tons, of the marquifate, are in the poﬁ'efﬁon of ity
and make the beft ufe they can of the grafs that
grows upon it. As T have travelled over beft
part of this country; a good-natured peafant, from
- ‘whom T received moft of my intelligence relative
to the particularities of it, offered to thew me, if I
would give myfelf the trouble to go with him, one
little fpot of ground, ‘which was the boundary, or
limits; of four different countries, and touched
each point, whete, in days of yore, was ercéted
a four-fquare table, “each fide whereof " faced a
* gifferent counitry, viz. Limbourg, Orange, Fran-
chimont, and Stavelot, infomuch that four per-
fons might fit at that table, and ‘each in a dif-
ferent country. He . further affured me, that
divers perfons had depofed,. or made aﬂidavxt, at
the requeft of the " magx{h'afe of _Ta.]hay, that
about forty years from the day of the date there-
ofy’ they, ‘the faid* deponents, had actually feen
a table in the place, or fpot of ground now
- called the Four-fquare table; ‘and’ that fuch de--
pofitions as aforefaid are there regiftered, and t~,
be feen in their ro]l-booxs In procefs ‘ofi time,
however, the country of Limbourg infringed on
G5 ; her

(3
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her neighbours, and cut off the jun&ioig of that
piece of common, called Orange—Land from ﬁht
* countries of Stavelot and Franchimont: bl
After all that has been faid, I am_apt to. thmk,
added thecbaron, that thefe countries-are as ‘odd
and uncommon, in regard to their ‘whimfical
mtermlxturcs, as to the wild quality  of . their
foil, and the vaft variety of their mineral waters.
To mention the waters ‘as a whitfi, or an od-
dity, however, has {fomewhat in it that looks,
you will fay, like an aét of ingraritude.  Were
we 'to travel all over them, let us' go into'"
what part we pleafe; we fhall find little elfe
but heaps of rugged flint ftones, tremendous
precipices, and, above ally * a wvaft: number of
hills and - dales, almoft inceffant rains, and
frightful hurricanes, the natural refult of  the
mountains.  This hideous defcription; ‘or in-
vetive, of the baron,  againft sthefe adjacent
countries, faid the counfellor, is Smewhat, ia
my humble opinion, too'fevere, partial,: ‘and
over-{trained, and look as if he higihly- refented
our laft trip from Stavelot. It feems'to me; in
fhort, “as if the baron was refolutely bent,® at
all adventures, to vindicate his former: allega-
tions, and bad c%apa{ter of the country ; but; all
partiality apart, it muft be allowed; that they
have their beautics and peculiar advantages; ‘as
vwell as their oddities and defe&s. - It is very true,
_ ~ontinued the counfcllor, that the lightnings dart
" down ¢requently from the mountains; and ate
frightful enough ; but then this'obfervation is'te
be made only in regard to the hotteft parts of
. them.
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them, ‘We muft farther allow, it frequently hap-
pens, that the mountams, by their breakmg the
clouds, occafion, at parucular times, very im--
petuous fhowers ; nay, we will admit, that fuch
tempeftuous weather is infinitely moi.e difagree-
able and troublefome ‘here than any where elfe :
the neceflity ‘that there is ‘hére for conftantly
walking abroad, or making parties of pleafure
on: horfeback, or in machines, to fome of the
more diftant parts, renders thofe obftacles almoft’
infupportable ; infomuch that,, when: the rain
rfalls theavy for two or three days fucceflively,
we are apt fo think that it will never be fine
wegther again, and todefpair of its return.. How-
ever, if thofe hxgh hllls, or mountains, are the
natufal caufe of fome ‘manifeft inconveniencies,
in compenfation for thofe misfortunes, they form,
or are the original caufe of, all our fountains ;
‘and that advantage alone is ample atonement for
4l their defe@s. It is in that part of thefe
countries'which are moft mountainous and bar-
ren, and at the feet, or bottoms, of thofe moun-
tains, that the moft falutary fountains are, for
the moft part, to be met with ; and thofe of the
Spa are undeniable te{hmomes of this importan
_truth. :

In fhort; faid the count the rain, the fnow,
and the mifts, or heavy fogs, that arife from the
mountains, penetrate into their. internal parts,
where we! find that there are fpacious cavities,
from whence thofe waters iflue, and form fprmgs
at their feet, of bottoms. To this remark the

counfellor

T
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counfellor replied, that thofe waters, for ;thc.g&-

nerality, were not only the origin, or caufe; of

Wivers fprings, or fountains, but'of large rivers

and even of floods, orinundations; and that is the
true reafon why we find their courfes fo variable,
and fo irregular. It is owing to thofe internal
cavities of the mountains, that the fprings at
their feet fiell fo prodigioufly “after impetuous

rains, or thorough thawsof the fnow; and that

fome fprings, on the other hand, are very fhal-
low, and others, as it were, perfectly dried up,
at fuch times when there have been no rains, but
a continued drought. i PRt
At the foot of the A]pS, added the counfellor,
there are feveral periodical fprings, « that flow,
and are vifible all the fummer, but are dx'y,l and
ceafe their running, from the month of Septem~
ber to the month of May, at which times: the
fun has not power or force fufficient to melt
tisofe fnows which lie on the tops of taofe moun-;
tains all the year round. From what has been
faid, it will not appear any way ftrange " or un—
accountable, that there -are fome particular
fprings whofe waters flow:only in the- day-time 3
and others, on the other hand, that flow only in
the night ; the periods whereof are regulated or
governed according to the length of the fubter-
raneous aquedués, or cha.n;xels, which- condu&
the waters of the melted fnow to fuch a particu-
lar point, where they ifluc forth; or according to
fome other peculiar natwral caufes.. There are
likewife, continued he, other kfads of periodi-
: 2 cal

£
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apparent, that they owe  their exiftence to any of
the caufes above mentioned. * The vapours of
che air, in like manner; are different in their,
quantities at different times;'zind“;the*fpr»'rhg"{i
ought to arfwer to thofe vicifitudes, in cafe they
acknowledged that original ;' befides; the courfe
which thofe vapours took would equally admit
the rain waters, which would likewife augment
the variations of the fpring. In% word, as
the quantities of water, which fupply ‘all thefe
caufes,  vary without intermiffion, the mineral
waters which proceed from: them would be fubjeét
to thefame variations, not onlyas to the quantities
of watery but alfo in the proportion of the eje=
ments, which are diffolved, or ~liqui‘ﬁeq,"therM-:
-and thus they would be more or lefs abundane,
and more or lefs clogged, or over-ftocked, with
metals ; they would be the more conc_erltred in
great droughts, or fearcity of water; _they would
be more diluted; and lefs in quantity, ifi a certain ®
portion of water, when, by the rains, or other
caufes of the like nature, thofe fprings, or
fountains, received ' an' additional quantity “of
water.  Experience, however, demonftrates to
us juft the reverfe; the rains, or any of the
above-mentioned ekternal caufes, not only add
nothing to“their profufion, ‘but make not the
leaft variation in the quantity of metal contained
in them, which are fixed and fettled in a certain
quantity of water. . One pound of the water of
the’ Pouh,kon fountain comtains in it about fix
grains and a quarter of the metalline fubftance,

2 as
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oult caverns, are loaded with metallinevfkhg«e‘
{ftances which the acid vapours have liquefied,

or rendered fluid, and with which they migaht:‘

be charged or loaded before they were condenfed,
in order to their being conveyed through feveral
fubterraneous du&s, ori;pipes, ,j.to - thofe points.
where they flow; and. in all probability this s
the manner in which the mineral waters of the
Spa are formed. Cxrspninhe
This origin is confirmed, at leaft as to its dif-
folvent acid, by a chemical experiment of a cer~
tain phyfician, who has examined and pryed into:
the nature of thefe waters. = He has dilcovered,
that thei. acid is not intimately combined wigh
the fixed elements or principles, but only. fur=
rourids and enclofes them ; or that, at moft, fhwy»
are but fuperficially attached to them) fince
thefe waters give ared caft to the turnfol, or fun=
flower ; and fuch a combination does by nd means
feem to difcover any diffolution by an*acid flow=
ing water, which caufes a clofer and more in-
timate combination, but by fome acid vapeursy
directed to its furface, or external appearance.
This fyftem is not one of thofe conjectures form=-
ed for aniufement only, but is grounded on a
very fimple and eafy experiment, by virtue where-
of there are artifts who ‘can imitate thefe mineral
waters: after having taken from  the furface of
thg fteel that has been calcined; and intermixed
or blended with the witer,  they cover the in=
terfial furface of /it with a plaifter, and then fet
a certain quantity. of fulphur or britnftehe on fire
underneath
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take off fome degree of their {trength, and render
the tafte of them lefs tart and poignant; from
«whence it may rationally be inferred, that they
intermingle with the {prings themfelves, and con-
fequently tcke off the edge and force of their ele-
mentsor principles: and this, fir, faldme county is:
all the obje&ion I have to the fyftem you have
been fpeaking of. - Though I readily allow, fir,
faid the counfcllor, that the objection you have
ftarted is plaufible enough, yet dtill it is eafy
likewife to' obyiate and refolve it; for if it was
through a dilution of thofe principles, or the
intermixture with the fountains, that the rain
had any cpparent influence on the tafte of! the
mineral waters, at fuch times there would be, in..
a fuppofed quantity of water, a lefs (gfuantity'f qfi
thofe principles than when the weather wis calm
" and ferene; but we find by experience that it is.
- not fa&; as has been obferved alrea&y'moﬁe than.
once. Fhough the water be more or lefs tart, or:
poignant to the tafte, yet a pound of water al-,
ways produces the fame quantity of the metal-.
line matters; from whence, by confequence, it
follows, that there muft be fome othericaufe for .
fuch alteration, befides the: intermixture of: the
< water with the rain® now: this. caufe is the lizht-
nefs of the atmofphere,” which ejther accompa=
nies, or precedes, the impetuous rains; and the.
preffure thercof being lefs on the- {prings, . the |
aérial particles fly off, and remove, or expel, the.
moft volatxle principle ; and from thence it is.
¢ g that
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of one cu.y, notonly to its utmoft llmms, but to
the territory thereon dependent. That is much
the fame, faid the chevalier, aswe gwe the name -
df a thing to the country whxch, in reahty, is
the produ only of one of its principal cities, or
diftriéts; as, for mﬂ:ance, we fay Dutch cheef;,z.
rather than the cheefe of Delft, Schidam, or
Friefe itfelf, ‘notwithftanding the largeft quan-
ties are brought to market from thofe particular
places. It is mot furprifing, therefore, that
Pliny, having talked of thefe fountains, gave
them the name. of Tongres, in ‘order to diftin~
guifh them by a name more univerfally known.
For what Roman would ever be tempted co feek
for the hamlet of Spa in the extent of the empire,
where® it was™ at that time nothmg more than a
fmall poitit or fpot of land, almoft wholly im- .
perceptible, had it not been marked, or diftin-
guithed, by fome name more famous, and more
~yniverfally known? Befides, we are ziffured,
added he, that the fountain at Tongres has nei-
ther the tafte, nor the virtues; of thofe which
Pliny takes fuch peculiar notice of ; whereas,
that fountain of ‘Sauveniere; ot that at Pouhon,
anfwers in all refpets to the: chara@:er that great
‘biftorian has given of’ ‘them. 'T'hus various au-
thors place:at the Spa the fountain deferibed by
him, and. d.lﬁmgm{h it indifferently under the
feveral names: of ‘Sabeniere, Savenir, and Bou-_
lon,; which have a very near affinity to thofe
names by which thofe fountains are at this pre-
fent the ‘known eor called. The matter now

principally
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principally in debate is, which of the t¥o foun-
tains is thereby referred to, whether that at
- Pouhon, ‘or that at Sauveniere. & L2
Some of the company were of opinion, that it
was a toc precarious and uncertain point to de-
termine, whether the f‘ountain fo much applauded
b;r Pliny was either the one or the other of  the
fountains at the Spa above particularly fpecified,
fo'far as to give the preference toecither. © And,
in all refpedts, it is equally uncertain to de-
clare, whether the Pouhon fpring, or that at
Sauveniere, has the honour and dignity of being
-the moft antient fountain of the two. Prejudice
and purtiality will, however, efpoufe the right
and title of Sauveniere, and vote in its favour,
faid the baron; and that partiar’ fentiment is
grounded on the pretended derivation of its name
from that of Sabinus, a general of the Romans,
who, according to fome antient maxins, or re-
marks of the Spa, having been defeated in the
Ardennas, and been obliged to fly with his army
for the prefervation of their lives, and'to wander
about thofe wild and uncultivated forefts, made
2 halt, as (ome hiftorians tell us} near a fountain,
half aead with thirft, and immoderate fatigue.
He drank freely ‘of the water of that fpring, and
found it had fo rﬁany refrefhing and falutary |
qualities and virtues, that he was perfeétly lavith
_in his encomiums of them wherever he went.
The obfervation, fald the count, was not much
amifs, to be made by a difconfolate and fugitive
general ; for the water out of a nafty dirty pud-
A j dle
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general of the enemy’s forces, Whafhas béen
faid, fufficiently demontftrates the ftory of his
flight, and every thing relative thereunto. -
Have but patience a little, faid one of the D-
dies, wk> feemed very attentive and highly de-
lighted with this learned and critical debate, and
you will find that this Sabinus will turn out, by.
and by, one of the antient Sabines, who had dif=
covered the Sauveniere fountain ; and I am much ;
miftaken, if the inhabitants of the Spa are not
2 Roman colony. And pray why not? faid fhe :
is not this conjeCture full as probable as the
other 2—You may laugh if you pleafe, faid an-
‘other-of the ladies; but, for my.part, I thmk it
it a well-invented tale. One fiction for another ;- -
and I am as well pleafed with the ftorylof the
Sabines and Sabinus, as 1 am with. that more
modern one of St. Remocles.
It muft be acknowledged faid the c.ounfellor,
that the above-mentioned gencalsgy bears too
much the refemblance of fiétion : however, all
thofe old women’s tales are a demonftration; in
fome meafure, of the antiquity of thefe foun-
tains. However negligent and remifs, or what
is worfe, however illiterate and ignorant; fome
of the authors thay have been who'have taken it
into their heads to write the hiftory of this
country, it is by no means probable, that in
cafe the firft dlfcovery of ‘thefe celebrated waters
~was of no'great anthulty, there thould be no
footfteps of them to bs traced either in hiftory,
or tradition. - The obfeurity whxcﬁ is fHll fub-
3 fifting
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fifting in regard to fuch difcovery, is an incon-
teftible evidence that its origin is of fo antient
a date, that no one knows whereto fixit. = The
‘very tales which we are told. concerning St, Re-
mocles, who withdrew from the warld, turned
hermit in the feventh cedtury, and refided in his
cell at Stavelot, .is a plain indication that the
fountain of Sauyeniere at leaft was well known
in his time, Upon that fuppoﬁtion, there is
much lefs difficulty attends the conceiving of its
being well known in the days of Pliny: how-
ever, asin making that dlfcovery to be known in
Pliny’s time, there is as much obfcurity ftill fub-
fiting in regard to the Pouhon fprmg, 3 that at
Sauvemere, it will always remain dubious, and
wi]l hever be abfolutely determined which is the -
moft arkient of the two. As that of Pouhon,
however, has a very remarkable ferruginous
tafte, and rifes with a vait variety of little bubbles,
;whereas thut ferruginous tafte in the v-aters: of
Sauveniere is {carcely perceptible, and its waters
iffue forth in a more fmooth and calm manner,
without any of thofe bubbles, it appears evident
to me, that the eulogiums of Pliny are more
applicable to the waters of Pouhon, thdn thofe
of Sauveniere. - For < Tongrés” (quoted by the
Gauls) <€ is in poflefion” (fays Pliny) of a
¢¢_very remarkable fountain iffuing forth in num-
¢¢ berlefs bubbles, and: has a. ferruginous tafte,”
&c.—Here the chevalier " broke in a little ab-
ruptly on the counfellez 5> and infifted that in cafe
thofe were the dire@ terms made ufe of by Pliny,
H. the
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the defcription has a much nearer aﬂin‘lty o the
waters at Tonnelet; for that fpring atually
- rifes in bubbles, and in an infinitely larggr
quantity than any other fountain whatfoevers
and moreover, is a greater novehj, and worthy
the attention of the curious on that account.
The ladies being now impatient for their re-
moval, put an end to the conference at once,
by infifting that they had no time to fpare for
rummaging, and fearching into old, imaginary
or fabulous annals; in order to find out the
origin or firft difcovery of that fountain; and
that it would be much more agreeable to go
and pay it a vifit in the afternoon; which, was
refolved on, unammouﬂy, by the wﬁole~ com-

yauye 4

They returned accordmg]y, and ord‘ered theu"
coachmen to be all ready by three o’clock. « The
ladies went in their chariots, or machines, and
the gentlemen on horfeback: « They fet out die
re&tly for Tonnelet, which is diftant from the
Spa about half a league on the eaftward, a little
on the left-hand fide of the road to Sauveniere.
Its fituation is very gay and pleafant: it ftands
in a méadow, on an eminence, the ground where-
of is foft and fpungy: in the lower part - ‘of it,
juft by the fountain, the carth looks more like
red fand than any thing elfe, ‘and is adually like-
“that at the fpring, of a yellow-brown. They
-alighted at the entrance of the meadow, and went
up to the fountain by a path that leads acrofs it,
and is covered with Iarge paved ftones for the
5 convenience
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convunience of its vifiters.. The fountain has no
great ornaments or decorations to boaft of. Its
bafon is a fquare, which is furmounted with a -
tmall niche made. of free-ftone, over which is
laid a very large fquare flone,  that ferves inftead
of a table.. Formerly the bafon was compofed
in the form of a ton, without a bottom; from
whence it derives its prefent name of Tonnelet.
This is a fourtain.of ' but a modern date, for it
_never was reckoned amongit the number of the

- public” fountains till the year 1753. At that
time the magiftrate of the Spa ‘purchafed it of a
private gentleman, who was then the proprietor 5
as alfo the meadow thereto belonging. As this
fountain was never in any great repute, but too

mugh® neglected, it plainly proves that its wa-
“ters were'not accounted fo falutary as any of the
others. ~ The fpring, however, flows in greater
‘plenty, und  with larger ‘bubbles than any of
+hemj and -that too without any intermiffion,
but burft on the furface, juft in the fame manner
-as-boiling - water .bubbles whilft it ftands upon
the fire. - Its: water, however, is extremely
cold, and peculmrly agreeable, when mixt with
wine,.  The counfellor, who was an adept in all
the curiofities relative to the Spa, did not fail-to
regale his companions with plenty of this delici-

_ous liquor, and for that purpofe took care to put
up feveral bottles. of Rhenith into the f{eats of
the - ladies. machines. . On .their arrival, each
‘took a bumper, mixed with the water; all in ge=
neral acknowledged their liguor to be delicious,
Pares : Ha : not
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not only on account of its being fo cool ahd  re-
frefhing, but for its poignant and acid" tafte of
the mineral; which gave the wine fuch a fine
flavour as made: it come near to champagne.
Thus ths counfellor, who explained to thé comi-
pany the nature and virtues of thefe waters,
affured them, that they were oftener appropriated
to the entertainment of ftrangers, and the grati-
fication of their palates, than to*any medicinal
purpofe. However, he told them, ‘that the phy-
ficians of the Spa frequently advifed the drinking
thofe waters, intermixed ‘with wine; to their
- patients at their meal times, as being really fer—
viceabie in cafes of relaxation. - "The count feemed
furprifed; that they fhould make choice of thefe
waters, though mixed with wine, to be dsank
with their patients viGuals, fince, " as they
were charged or over-loaded with elaftic matters,
and contained in them a larger quantity of air
than the waters of any other fountaih, they muf
of neceffity, he faid, in his opinion, fil the
flomach with flatulent humours; and confe-
quently prove prejudicial, ‘and' prevent a proper
digeftion. - That fuperabundant" air, - fir, you
fpeak of; replied the counfellor, ‘might probably
be prejudicial, ‘were they to drink the water
alone, pure asiit flows from the fpring, dire@ly, -
or without fuffering it to ftand fome time for
_ €vaporation, -or to drink any great quantity of it
at once 3 but after it has beep exhaufted from
the well for fome time, = great part of that fatu-
lent air is difperfed; and this is vifible when you
; pour
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pour i from a veflel, or jug, into a glafs ‘In
a moment all the internal furface is laced; as it

were,. with little bubbles, quite different from :

aify other fpring whatever. . Befides, by its in-
termixture with wire, there is an immediate heat
created, which dlfperfes a]l the air, and’ nevey;
fuffers it to remain there.

But now you are talking, faid the chevalier,

_about this quaatity of air, and thefe bubbles,

contained in thefe waters, and thus apparent as.
well in the glafs ‘as in the fpring itfelf, is not

that the very phyfical property which:Pliny {peaks

of ? And has not the fountain of Tonnelet a
juft right and title to afpire at the honour df be-
ing the identical fountain, which that illuftricus
natugalift has ‘fo highly recommended under the

name of tht fountain of Tongres?  No, fir, Te-

plied the counfellor; for the date of  the difco-
very of thé Tonnelet fpring is very well known :

“the celebrated” author of a'treatife ‘entitled, Spa

Dacrene, ‘informs his readers, that it was not
eter made ufe of till about forty years before the

_ time he wrotethat difcourfe, which'is now about

a century and a half; jand that the waters of
Geronftere were not known t;}i about” ten
years after the former. - Thus it s avxdem, that:
it is but about one hundred and: fifty years fince:
both of them were: either- altogether unknown,
or at leaftin very: little eredit or repute: before
that time, none: were known ‘but the Pouhen -
{pring, and that at Sauuemere, which are ‘the
moft antient,” beyond all difpute;; and.that an-:

‘Hog , tiquity

~
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tiquity of them renders the date of thelr ﬁlfco-
very very urcertain. kIS
As the fituation of this fountarn ‘was 'very pIea—
fant and agreeable, they. fat themfelves ‘down
upon the flowery grafs that grows by the fide of
i, and there amufed themfelves for ‘about two
hours, where they revived their conference on
the antiquity of fountains. Has not the town
of Spa, faid the chevalier, its peculiar archives, :
by the confulting whereof this d:ﬂiculty might
be eafily removed ?* “Fheir archives, faid ‘the
counfellor, are of too modern a date'to refolve
any {uch queftions. The foundation of the town
itfelf ‘®as laid but in the year 1327. It was one
Collin, of Breda, who ereéted the firft houfe
on the fpot, being that large inn now knowa by
the fign of the King of France, in fhe fquare.
He purchafed of the prince of the country a picce

“of land, which confifted of twelve bonniers of

wood,¢ part- whereof he ordered directly to ke
grubbed up and cleared ; ‘and the other part he
lett to different tenants, who likewife ereéted
divers houfes thereupon, contiguous to his own,
till, in procefs of time, they formed the fquare,
as it now ﬁands. At that time the Pouhon foun-
tain was fituate “in a little meadow, which was
the centre of the twelve ‘bonniers. Some time
after that, the town, which was an appendage.
to that of Sart, formed itfelf into a commumty,
or«body corporate, by a feparation from  the in-:
habitants of Sart, in the year 1572, as well as
from the parifh. This epocha is allowed to be prior
te

S0
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to thz difcovery of the fountain at Tonnelet; and
tradition refers us no farther backward to any date
more antient than that of thofe two fountains be-
fore mentioned, namely, thofe at Pouhon and Sau-
- yeniere, Now, that very tradition is n;uch more
antient, fince the old Spa has exifted time imme-
morial ; when that city was founded in tfe
fourteenth century. But as to any papers prior
to the time that the Spa was ereéted into a com-
munity, or body corporate, at the expence of
that at Sart, they were all burnt in an unhappy
fire, with the rolls, or regifter-books, of that
village, The tradition informs us, that before
the foundation of the city was laid, ftrangers,
or forelgners, who came for relief from the
water8, lodged all in the old Spa; which is il
a fartherlendence, or teftimony, of their anti-
quity and their ufe.

Having continued their conference thus far,
the company, by unanimous confent, Aropped
this hifterical difcourfe, in order to amufe them-
felves with more agreeable and entertaining ob-
je&ts, - Thofe that could fing obliged the reft
with a few favourite fongs; and the géntlemen
entertained the ladies with a great varety of
little' amorous . and. pol,lte & ﬁoﬁes. At proper
paufes,. however, they rénewed their. former
difcourfe, in regard to the pecuhar beauties and
virtues of  the. wells, .and the mature of the;
country =g

Whilft they were thu° amuﬁng themfelves near
the fountaiir, an honeft country man camie there,

: Hy ; in

¥
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in order to draw from thence 2 large pm:hei' of
water 3 whereupon they afked him what he pro-
pofed to do with it ; to which he replied, Wey
who live in the nelorhbourhood drink it as com-
mon beer (vith our meals, juft us the inhabitants
of the Spa drink the waters of the Pouhon fpring;
and that he was carrying it into an ad_;acent field,

where fome of his fellow-labourers were at work
in clearing aWay the heath, in ordet to fow there
fome oats in its ftead. Some of the company
thewed an inclination to fte the manner of that
rural operation. 'This motion ferved as a good
excufe for rifing and amufing themfelves with a
thort walk towards that fpot of ground: acdor-
dingly, they left their domeftics, »w'fh the horfes
and machines, at the fountain.  As they were
moving forwards, the countryman pomted to a

“ Tmall cloud of dlﬁant fmoak, and gave them to

underftand that was the fpot he was going to.
One of* the company had the curloﬁty to-afk him
the meaning, or occafion, of that fmoak and

_why they fo frequently faw the like upon the ad-

jacent mountains ; for in fome places, the gentle-
men obferved, it bore a faint refemb] nce to the
top of Mount VPfuwus. To this the country-
man replicd, that it vas thexr cuﬁomary method
to burn the heuth, in order to prepare the foil
for the better recepnon of their feed. The com-
“pany defired him to exslain hxmfelf on that head,
which he very readdy dxd as vrell as he could,
after hls own manner, but in tt&at country
dialedt, whu.h iy a jargon, or corrupted French.
e The



S SRR RSP AL Sl el
The purport of hxs {’cory, however, was as fol-
lows.
You fee, geﬂt’l%men,' faid he, that the fieldc
* here all round about produce little elfe but heath
and broom. Thefe are.ouf‘commons, which we
call our freedoms, or rights of common, becaufe
every parifhioner has a title thereto, or a property
therein; and no one can take' our right away,
or claim any part of it as his own property, but
by authority from our prince, or fovereigh, who
letts, or farms, fome {fmall portion thereof, to
defray the difburfements of his epifcopal table.
The firft tenant, or occupier of the premlfes,
hqwever, is allowed to cultivate them, and reap
the fruits of his labour.
. They muke choice of fuch places where there
maybe*a commodious paflage for machines, and
. where there is a fmall fpot of ground, which they
‘clear o, with the turf, and other little thrubs
_ which naturally grow upon it. Thefe they
amafs in little heaps, and then fet them on fire.
‘The athes which' they produce ferve inftead of
~ dung,’ to manure the ground, which- affords
2 very plentxful crop the firft year, but much lefs
the next; and after that, it muft lie fallow for
fome years. Doubtlefs, {aid one ‘of the ladies,
your prince partakes, in fome meafure, of your
_harveﬁ Yes, madam, replled the countryman,
we are obliged to pay him the tythes of oir
- dheaves, without making any dedu&ion or allow-
~ ance for that part of them which the ‘wild fowl
Tun away with and deftroy ; and thouo-h we fee
e them



54 NEW AMUSEMENTS .

them robbing us, we dare not thoot them® Rut,
pray, faid the lady, what feed is it that you do
fow? Is it wheat? No, no, madam, faid he,
the foil about the Spa produces none of that fort
of grain. The beft grounds we Can boaft of
bear only barley, oats;‘ or rye ; but then they
never lie fallow, or uncultivated ; for when they
will yield no kind of grain, they fupply us with
plenty of hay, as wellas the meadows. As to our
commons, or freedoms, as we call them, we find
it no fmall difficulty to make them produce any-
confiderable quantity of either oats or rye, for
one year or two; or elfe we are under an in-
difpenfible neceffity of being at the expence of
manuring them again with lime, which will keep
them up, indeed, in heart, for ughteen or
twenty years.

You may fow in thofe grounds famt-fom, or
fene-greek, faid the count; or plant a variety of
trees, wl;ich will be attended with buta moderate
expence. Qur honeft: countryman, however, was
not of the count’s opinion. If not, friend, re-
plied the count, by the oddnefs of the climate
we may eafily perceive, that it is well adapted
for the .pleafures of the chace, and you have
plenty of fine ganle here.

Yes, yes, fir, replied the countryman, we have
hares in plenty, it is very true; and we have a
number of wild boars amongft us, to our no fmall
detriment. = ‘Thofe animals, the bxeed whereof is
mcreaﬂng daily,’ deftroy our cormt, and our apple-
trees likéwife, as often as they pleafe <o vifit us.

We
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We have them fometimes twenty in a troop; and
wherever they come, they leave nothing but .
defolation behind them. They grub up the very
«fpot they pitch upon, infomuch that they leave
not a fingle root, or an apple untouched, of
which fruit they are: peculiarly fond. It is "
but fince we have planted our apple-trees, tnat
we have been plagued with them in fuch numbers;
before; . for thirty years fucceflively, we feldom
{aw more than two or three by chance; but now
they are become naturalized, as it were, and are
~multiplied to that degree, that we live in fear
“every feafon left they thould rob us of the money
out of our pockets, as well as the fruifs of our
labour. ‘Pray, ' friend, faid the count, have you
no other fo.t of game, but what you mentioned
before ? : Yes, fir, replied the countryman, we
have fome few wild goats, and deer, and par-
tridges ‘n plenty; but then he who prefumes to
fhoot any wild fowl,  or other game whatever,
“or carrics a gun, though loaded on]y with {mall
fhot, either into the field, or is difcovered ta keep
one in his houfe, fmarts very feverely for what he
kills by ftealth. Nay, more, continued he, the
prince is fo jealous, and fond of the chafe, that
he obliges us to keep clogs upon our dogs feet,
that they may not be able to run, and lay hold
of any game : and in cafe any of them chance
to fly out loofe and unfettered, the game-keepers
fhoot them at once, withwut any favour or affec- -
tion, and we are_ oblized to hold our tonguess

or if they do’ not klll our dogs, they inform
agam{‘
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againft the mafter, who is profecuted immediate-
ly, and feverely fined for his negleck.:
~ -Formerly, faid the counfellor, all thofe barxen
' commons, ~and thofe grounds that aze uncultlva—
ted; -and " over-grown with- weeds, all round the
Sp; and even in any parts belonging to- the
marquifate, or any other of the adjacent provin- -
ces, were full of wood, and conihtuted feveral

very confiderable forefts. Then, ‘indeed, ths

game was more common: then there were plenty,

not only of wild goats, wild boars, hares, par-

tridges, and quails, as at prefent ; but there were

ftags, pheafants, wood-cocks, and heath-cocks ;

and fome of thefe laft-mentioned fowl are {tilf'to

be met with ; though, ’tis true, thoy are pretty

fcarce. ‘They have here likewife, as well as elfe-

where, birds of paflage, at the proper feafons,

efpecially about: autumn ; fuch, for inftance, as

thrufhes, of which there are plenty ; Woodcocks,

{nipes, " blover, and lapwings; infomuch that *
{porting . is very apreeable, and there are .divers
kinds of it in this country ; but it is fomewhat fa-
tiguing in- the purfuit, on account of the high

mountams, to which we are indebted for the
beft ‘'of our game : this is another advantage which
arifes (as the baron bimfelf muft acknowledge)
from a country furrounded with mountains. -

Be the game plenty or fcarce, faid the count, '
icis felf-evident, that jtis not over-firily re-
garded, fince we have p'lenty of wild-fowl at the
Spa, and “hat too at a very‘reafonable fate, efpe~

cially



=~ %~ 3 :
i OF THE SPA. 137
cxally about the latter end. df Auauﬁ and the two
fubfequent months.
;- All thatwild- fowl w}uch is brought to our Spa 1
market, faidsthe counfellor, is far from being the
game of this country ; iteis brought frbm Stave-
lot, and from pr: ovinces, or diftricts, ftill farther
- remote; as, for mﬂ:ancc, from Trcves, and from
Blanckenheim 5 from | whence likewife we are
fyrnifhed with _trout, lobfters, poultry, and di-
vers other forts of provifions. .

After thefe matters were thus curfomly dxfcuﬂéd
the company bcgan to think of returmng to the
fountain of Tonnelet, and of paying afterwards a
vifi® to that at Watroz The countryman was
fo kind, as te {hew us. the beft way thxther and
as the machmes and horfes were in waiting at -
Tonnele:, he fent one of his fellow-labourers to
mform their fervants, to {et out directly for Wa-
troz, fince the company was gone thither a-foot.
s An unexpected adventure, of no. greacimpor-
tance, occurred in their paflage, at wl‘uch theycould
not refrain from. laughing one at another ; fince
any thing ferves to create mirth, where company
are difpofed to laugh at trifles. ‘The weatherwas
extremely hot'; a whole fwax:m of flies -attacked ‘at
once our whole body of trzvellers. Thefe infeéts
are mgendered on the dunghills, or the common
high-grounds that lie on the eaft and fouth fide of
the Spa.  In the heat of fummer, they iflue forth’
in fwarms, and iextend themfelves to the Very
town, = and; get into, the clofeft apartments ;3 and

as their ftings are iharp, they are very tedious and
perplex—



158 NEW AMUSEMENTS

pgrplexing. Butfthert":| is‘another' fp_eciés of, flies
at the Spa, commonly called gnats, which are
ftill more tormenting. Thefe flies are but fmall,
in reality, though they appear large, through the
length of their wings, which fornt at their ex-:
treme parts a kind of t#il, when they are not on
thsir flight, or when they fettle. "This infec has a
tharp trunk, with which it imbibes its nutriment,
and with which it darts through the fkin, in or-
der to fuck the blood. Thofe gnats principaléy
fettle on the legs of people ; and this pun&ure of
their’s ¢reates a more than common {mart, and a
blifter confequent upon it; infomuch that fome
firangers are obliged to wear leathern ftockings,
in order to be armed againft their infolent at-
tacks; as alfo apainft thofe other mYore common
flies above mentioned, which, as theyvare very
numerous, are very treublefome likewife and per-
plexing. ‘ 0 ¢ :
The company amufed themfelves, and laugh-

ed ‘at ' their pétty hoftile adventure, which lafted
till their arrival at the fountain of Watroz :
There, however, they got free from any future
attacks of the enemy ; for thofe flies never pro-
ceed fq far. 'Fhis  fountain lies but at a fmall
diftance from that of Tonnelet, though fome-
what ‘nearer towards that at Sauveniere. It is
fituate at the bottom of a meadow, which is foft
and fpungy ; and its marfhy ground rénders it
Yomewhat uneafy of aecefs. It is almoft impof-
fible’for any machines, or even Rorfes, to get in-
to the meadow; for they would be«n apparent
danger

-
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danger o,ﬁnkmg info deep, as not to be able fo
get out again, without a deal of fatigne 5 nay,
its vifiters on foot could fcarce reach the fpring,
but for fome broad ftones that are laid there on
purpofe to fofm a path‘way, in order to facﬂxtate:
their accefs ;

Everyone feemed furpnfed to ﬁnd tl'us fountun
1o much negle&ed and fo much out of repair. Its
bafon is only Qovered with a fmall niche, whichis
al#ogether fimple, and void of all decorations. Itis -
furrounded with nothing but a heap of rough, un-
polifhed ftones, ranged in no mannerof order, and
were part of the ruins of an old. wall which once
encompaffed it ; and whereof thereare now fearce
any footfteps or remains. Itis great pity, faid
the chevalic:y that this fountata fbould be fo
thamefully abandoned, as being poflefled of di-
" vers good qualities ; 1 and ' the only one, as I have
been infarmed, that is purgative, or of a cathar-
txc nature.  Tothat the counfellor mﬁantly TE-~
‘plied, that the affertion was the mere refult of
. prejudice and, prepoﬁ\'eﬁion, and grounded on
fuch analyfes as were falfe and artlefs:; for thofe
phyficians, who; in former ages, treated on thefe
waters, faid he, determined their elements or
principles, by nothing elfe but imere conjecture ;
and being entirely deftitute of all chemical af-
fiftances; vainly imagined, that thefc waters were
1mpretm4ted with fuch different principles, of
which, in reahty, they ~were never poﬂ'eﬂ'ed
and to thls in yamcular, as you obferyed,” fir,

they have zfcnbcd fome nitrous qualmes 3 and: in
purfuance
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purfuance of that empty notion, declared them of
a catbartic nature : and notwithftanding the fal-
ity and prepofleffion of fuch’'an opinion, it has
been inculcated @nd maintained by divers phyfi
cians, who have treated in former times upon
this particular topic ; but the analyfes, or che-
mical redu&ions, which have been made of later
years, demonfirate, that the waters of .this foun-
tain can boaft of no peculiar pringiple ; and the
frequent obfervations that are now daily made,
confute that vulgar notion ef its purgative qua-
lity, and evince, beyond all contradiction, that
it is altogether groundlefs. :
. Hovvever, be the plight and cendition of the
fpring ever fo bad, the company all determined
to gratify their” curiofity fo far as to take®a cup
‘of it, notwithftanding its water was not over
grateful to the palate ; fince it had been fo long
open and expofed to the inclemency of the wea-
ther : for it is no ways inclofed ; the rain inter-
mingles with it; and the wind drives into it, not
only the leaves of trees, but divers other matters-
of an offenfive nature : and as nobody took the
leaft care, from time to time, to cleanfe it from
its impurities, it was difgutful to the eye, and
fo far from being “clear, that it was thick and
muddy. Each of the company,‘ ‘however, as we
_obferved before, drank a fmall cup-full; but
. whether it was the inﬁp’idity;of d;e'water, or
pure prejudice, they Wwere all difgufted, and tef-
tified fome degree of relu@ance ; and not one of
them would allow the tafte thereof*to be either
< quick
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“quickor poignant, as was the charaeriftic of all

the other fountains. Notwithftanding this ge-
neral cenfure, however, to fpeak impartially, its
waters have ,a ferruginous and acid tafte ; but
then that acxdxty'ns ‘too’ harth and raugh. In
general, this water féems to have the fame innate
qualities as' the reft, but apparently in an'in?e~
rior degree. But be that as it may, was this
fp{ing to arife in ahother country lefs fertile in
mineral waters than thofe of the Spa; and no
other near it, T do not queftion in the leaft,
but it would be highly valued and efteemed.

The company’s ftay here was very fhort. The
genelemen conduéted the ladies back again out of
the quaggy meadow ; handed them into their
refpective machines, which were there in wait- -
mg; and then mounted ‘their own hotles, after
having given the two countrymen a genteel gra-
tuity for their good-nature and attendance.

As it was but about fix o’clock when they ar-
rived at the Spa, fome of the gentlemen went
dire&tly to the affembly ; and others, but more
parncu]arly ‘the ladies, went and paid the toy-
fhops a vifit, in order to furnifh themfelves with
fuch necklaces, and other trinkets, as they fhould
want before their departure.. They very well
knew who were the: grcateﬁ artifts in the town
in that profeffion, and thofe fhops which had the
greate& choxce, in order to take a review; efpe-
cially thofe Wh°re they had ‘been cuftomers
times during the feafon : for it is one 01’ the el-

fentIal amufements at the Spa, to vifit the artifts
: there,
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there, and fee them employed in their r%fpe&xvc :
vocations 3 for there are fome workmen in the
. town who are extremely curious ‘in thexr way :
and as they feem fond of recetvmg {ftrangers, «
and gratifying their curiofity, ~EVery one enters
their ihops with.all the freedom imaginable, with=~
ou lying under any obligation .to make a pur-
chafe: it is very feldom, however, that their
vifiters part without carrymg,o&' fome bargam or
another. i
‘The art of turning, is the profeffion moﬁ: ex-
cellent, and moft admxred by the gentry at the
Spa.. They make 2 vaft variety of curiofities in
ivory, fhell-work, or mother-of-pearl, little in-
{trument-cafes, fnuff—boxes, pictures, pyramlds,
&c. Thereare gbundance of people'sn the town,
who are turners by profeflion : however, thare is but
one, who, in a more peculiar manner, commands
the attention of the curious, by name, ¢he fieur
thouetd at the fign of the Hotel de Lorrame.‘
He fhines in operations of this nature, and charms

all fuch as are connoifleurs .in that curious art.
There is fearce any gentleman of tafte in . that
pereﬂion at the Spa, who. has not the. curiofity
of furvuymg his furprifing - performances, . and
carrying away witn hlm fome purchafe of value,
more or lefs,  The count was a frequent vifiter,
and an admirer ; and waited on divers ladies thi-
ther, in order to recommend his works as worthy
of their clofeft attentiofi; to whom that able and
experxené:ed turner would, fhew a great number
of curiofities in miniature ; and fome. kb fine, and
- fuch

<



-

\ {° OF 'THE SPA. 153
fuch mafter-pieces in their kind, as could fearce-
Iy be difcerned’ by ‘the naked eye, and required
a'microfcope for difeerning them in their utmoft-
beauty and perfection. He thewed them, amongft
many other curiofities, ahttle tea-table, furnifh-
ed with fix cups and faucers, ‘the tea and fugar

"cannifters, &c. which were all inclofed in a little

oval ivory box; about the fize of a common pea,
if not lefs. "“The marchionefs of * * * furveyed
it with an eye of admiration, and profefled her-. .
felf fo charmed with'it, that the count, in the
genteeleft' and ‘moft gallant manner imaginable,
made her a prefent of it. After this purchafe was
made, he thewed them a pyramid thatv,as inex-
preflibly curioits in its kind.  On the fummit of
it, there was fixed a ball or globe, ‘the aperture

~ whereof was cxtremely fmall; in which he had

turned a box, with three different portraits or
figures -upon it, the diameter whereof took up

- the contents of the whole inner fpace. and the

box was turned in little puffs or folds, and other
forms, which render that little ‘work the obfe&
of univerfal' admiration, and fo difficult in its
operatxon, that nothing was ever produced equal

“to it in its' kind. ~Thus, by a difplay of his pe-

culiar talent in this way,” he has defervedly gain-
ed fuch a great reputation, that he has been in-
vited to bring his workswith him to divers'courts,
and particularly to that at Vienna, by his impc.
rial majefty himfelf, in the year 1748 : aften that,
he was fent for to Paris by the duke ofl Orleans,
in: the 'year 1757 = to Bruffels ‘he wis invited
il  divers
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divers times by Charles duke of Lorraine : he has-
vifited likewife the ‘court of Great Britain, &c.*
and he is now on the point of fetting out for
Bareith, to which place the margrave has dane
him the honour to fend him an invita:tioia:,s hay-
ing had the pleafure of feeing him adtually at
wors: this feafon, during his refidence at the Spa.
Thefe compliments are indifputable teftimonies
of his fuperior genius to any other of his own
profeflion ; and of the refined and polite tafte of
fuch ftrangers as vifit him at the Spa. The la-
dies were all fatisfied in this refpect.. ‘They had

now nothing more to do than to reyifit fome -

few thops, where were fold a vaft variety of

trinkets, knick-knacks, and other curious trifles,
in which bufinefs,~and the fale whergéif, thetfade
and commerce of Spa principally confift. - They.
vifited abundance of thofc {hops: this day,-and the
next after they had drank their waters. Tho’ they.
had already bought a. humber of bargains; yet
there remained feveral little bagatelles, or trifles,
fHill unpurchafed. Of thofe. who made neck- -
laces  they bought whole packets: of trinkets,
fuch as necklaces, plumes of feathers, ear-rings,
and bracelets 5 all compofed of artificial pearls,
or. fmall particles  of Venice-glafs, intermixed
with gold and filver, of fome gawdy threads of
the like nature.  There are fome of thefe toys,
ot knick-knacks, that ftrike the eyexa'g'reeably’
enough, and are ornamented, ~morcover, with
~ defigns and cyphers in various: colours. ‘They
purchafed likewife a confiderable quantidy of fmall.
rings,
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' rings, made with hair, of various colours

and defigns.  Thefe hair-rings are made in the
utmoft:perfe@ion, having various defi igns in let-

/ ters compofed ‘of the fame hair.

Thefe trifles, ‘or ringg, are for th_ moft part
the handy-works of fome of the young maidens
of Spa, who are very urgent with their cuffomers,
who ‘can fcarce denv them, and are the more
readily: induced to take them off their hands, as
they are very modeft in their prices. Thefe ; rings
they difpofe of in packets, at fo much a dozen.

It was amongft the painters that they made
their laft bargains before their departure. Paint-
ing is one of the principal profeffions of tne place.
Some of thera are portrait pairters, as large as
the fife ; and others paint in miniature : but that -
fpecies 8f painting ‘which the workmen princi-
pally diftinguith themfelves by, at the Spa, is
landfcapes in miniature, or amorous fancies on

sall forts of gay furniture in wood, fuch &s tables,
toilettes, quadrille-boxes, watch-cafes, efcrutoresy
tea-chefts, inftrument-cafes of all forts, fnuff-
boxes, ‘canes, &cs &c. They paint fuch move-
able, in different taftes, and on different grounds,
in Japan ink, and in lacca, or lack, on white
grounds; o leaf-gold, an brafs or copper; in
different colours, and various taftes, on all kinds of
grounds ; thatis tofay, blue, yellow, black grccn,
compound-grounds, in imitation ‘of China, or in-
fhell-work, - which ‘are clofe copies of, nature.
Ou thefe grounds they -will paint either men or -
wemen, boys or girls, in the Chmefe tafte ;
* flowers,
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flowers, fruits, or any hiftorical pieces, fabulous -
.or real ; landfcapes; the profpe@s about the Spa,
or any fubjeét, in thort, whatever, which the pur-
chafer fhall pitch upon or require. . . The varnifh
which thew make ufe of in the completion of thefe
works, gives them a peculiar luftre or grace; and
nothing can look neater or more genteel.: = . '
Though the ladies had purchafed a great va-
riety of toys or trinkets before, yet they referved
the packing them up till they had finifhed théir
laft bargains. = They took therefore a review of
them ; and amongft the reft there was one of the
toilettes that was painted on a black ground ; the
defigns.whereof were painted in relievo, orem-
bofled work, curioufly gilt, with the coat of arms,
and fuch other fubjecs as they had dite&ted fbrithe
embellithment of all the boxes : this todette was
very grand - and. magnificent, and coft ten louis-
d’ors, or French piftoles. There was another
on 2 fin: green ground, of fone-work, with de:
figns in filver; which was 2 very gay piece, and
ftruck the eye very agreeably; and though no-
thing could fcarcely make a prettier appearance,
the price of it was but fix louis-d’ors. In fhort,
they lovked over a great variety of thefe kinds of
goods, and all in different taftes ; all of them very.
_neat, and pretty, indeed; but fome gayer and
more coitly than others; for they are furnithed
- with numbers of all prices : fome toilettes, for in-
flarce, are fold from twelve francks to eight or
ten lows-d’ors, and ‘upysards. = Quadrille-boxes
Srasit S5 ~ <3 - fell
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fell from fix francks to a loms-d’or, or two ; and
others in proportion to the beauty of their work.
There are, however, fome of this laft kind of
oxes that will bear a-much greater price. - One
of thefe mafter toymen was poflefled - this feafon
of a toilette, that he would not part wn:h under a
hundred ducats. This, indeed, was a mafter-
piece in its kind, with paintings after the life,
and beautifully executed ; the fubjeéts whereof
were hiftories extradted from the-Old Teftament.
From thofe . religious fubjefts; however, a man
‘muft never expect to get an eftate. Ideas of 2
gayer nature are more apt to ftrike the eye with
delight, and are fitteft, no doubt, to gracify the
cuﬂoﬁty of the fair fex.

As'thefe kmds of commodxtles are what the
greater part of the tradefmen and inhabitants of
the Spa principally deal in, fome of them work
in ‘one peculiar tafte, and others again in a tafte
-uite the reverfe: there are fome of thom that
work in Indian ink and in lacca ; others paint in
colours, either gold ‘or filver. Some have a pe-
culiar gemus or talent for flower-pieces ; and
others for views in perfpe&we, ‘or landfcapes:
the tafte of fome lies in the drawmg of Chinefe
figures ; and the tafte of others is dlfplaycd ina
more vifible manner, by their copying of hiftory-

- pieces, both fabulous and real : there aré, more-
over; fome who excel in painting of the grounds _
on porcelaine, os fhell-work ; fome agam make
the moft beautiful  varnith, with. gum-lacca,

which the white, blue,’ and green grounds will
3 > fcarcely
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fcarcely bear. - In a word, there is a  {urprifing
difference in all thefe various kinds of operation,
not onlyin regard to their neatnefs and delicacy,
but to their folidity and length of duration: and
as the town of Spa is but fmall, and lics within
a narrow compafs, f{uch gentlemen and ladies as
ase connoifleurs; and. have a tafte for fuch curiofi-
ties, may foon find out who are the moft -inge-
nious and able artifs, as® well as. which are the
moft judicious and valuable performances ; efpe-
cially as. every one has free liberty to vifit them
in their work-thops, which indeed is one of the
favourite amufements and delights of the Spa,
Notwithftanding the intention which the Jadies
had to vifit thefe toy-fhops, and review their
trinkets, they axd not fail of payiny their refpects
to the Geronftere fpring, in erder to take their
final adieu, which was feemingly with no fmall
relu€tance : and as it happened there voas a fmall
congert there that morning, which was an addi-
tional amufement, and the more agreeable, as
it was unexpe&ted. However, they did not fail
to keep up their converfation in a ftriGter manner
than they had done before; and even with a
greatcr cordiality and affeétion, as being confcious
tbat the time for their departure from the Spa was
near at hand. Whilft they were at the fpring,
they took particular notice of 2 gentleman, who
was either a native, or at lealt an inhabitant of
the city of Liege, who would drink thirty or forty
glafles in a morning, without "any vifible preju-
dice v his health. They were crediuly mfomt?
. 5 2 e AL
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Frénch filver being on'the footing: fromefofn' o
five ; fo that four fous, or four francks of. qugc,
are worth five of France.: | And with refpeét to
the Dutch coin, theexchange runs ‘as eight -
five; that is to fay, exght French fous, orei
francks of Liege money; ‘are worth: five fous, or
five florins in'Dutch coin.  Note, The xEnghfh
guinea will make thirty-eight fkillings.
The above articles incluge only fuch
ments‘as are abfolutely neceffary, in a
way ;- for expences vary -very «onfiderab -
cording to the manner and grandeur in which a
gentleman is inclined to make his appearance at
the Spa Such as are regardlefs of what they ex~
pend méy be’ fupplxed with ladgm‘gs that will
fland them in " or feven {killings per diem.
* Thofe who are more frugally difpofed, hawever,
may procure decent apartments for .two. ikillings.
‘They may be ferved with fome: wines, ]1ksW4fe,
for fifteen fous per bottle; and with others ! for
fifty ; and with'much the fame difference in other «
articles ‘in point of eating or drinking. . As to
princes, and other illuftrious. perfonages, ‘who
hire whole hotels, and keep their own tables,
their expences are fuitable to their rank and dig-
nity, and are regulated: according: to their own
will and pleafure. = Thus, as we obfervedvhefoxc,
their calcplation was made at fuch alow and mo-
derate rate, as moft people who vxﬁt th& Spa. are
generally accuftomed tg. L ASTEERERSE
The number of gentl emen wlxo feﬁded at the
Spa thise year, amounted ‘to betwcen .ﬁve and fix
bundred,
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w2 THE HOBGOBLLN °,
him, threatened his‘d;ughtcr very feyerely, and &
ftigmatized her with the odious appellation of a
vifionary and an enthufiaft. The ladies indeed
impartially took the girl’s part, and their atten-
dant fwore point-blank that the houle was haunt-*
ed, and that too by a devil of the darkeft order.
TE> monk, who *vas a lodgerin the houfe, cons
firmed the _vifion, not only by experience,’ but
by divers inftances of the Kke nature, fufficiently
convincing. e : sy
You are fenfible, ladies, thatthofe brown-coat
locufts have a thoufand ftories of the like kind at
their fingers ends, and not one in fifty of them
will di‘pute the validity of an apparition : thofe
in particular of that monk’s order, 3t leaft, never
would ; for {heir Mhoughts are natutally incliped
that way, through partiality, fince the sftablifh~
ment of their richeft religious houfes is built on
the celeftial vifions of their bigoted founder.
Thearticle at prefent in queftion was, what
fort of a vifion this of the girl’s was, and how it
was with moft certainty and fatisfadtion to be ex-
plained. The monk affured them (as if he had
been a perfon a&ually infpired) that this effulgent
phanton was the foul of the gi:d’s deceafed mo-
ther, which being detained in purgatory, was
crept out to implore proper aid and affiftanee ;
and that, if he might be fo free as to interpofe his
advice, the father and his friends oughi’; in point
of Chriftian charity, ‘to purchafe proper prayers
and malles for her relief: and in giving them -
that opinion, he frankly offcred Mis own, and
« = thofe

<
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ata due diftance, as it that modeft .deportment
was occafioned by the influence and effeét of his
fanguine and repeated prayers. The father and
the monk ordered the mafles to be renewed, and.
they mutually fent to Liege for affiftance on fo
urgent an occafion, from divers convents erected
in that populous city. The monk, for his part,
was more ervent in his prayers than ordinary,
and as foon as night came dn, in a fanétified men-
Ter, carried up a whole bafon-full of holy wateT,
and therewith fprinkled every hble and cﬁsmer of
the haunted chamber.

As the devil would~have it, the hobgoblm‘
Jaughed. at the monk, and fet all his prayers at
defiance. It was a {pirit that was hpth hau hty

2and fullen, #id dif¥ained to have a fervant fleein
that room which he vouchfafed to honour with
his prefence. The poor girl was alone; and as
the hobgoblin had no affairs of any consequence
to tranfa& with' any one elfe’in the houfe, he re-
vifited her that night, in a form more tremendous
and thocking than ever. The chamber through-
out appeared all in a blaze, and ornamented, as
it were, with a great variety of little luminous
crofles, “with divets fmall ferips of writing, and
vifible charaéters, amongft which, the important
prohibition of No SquaLLiNG ! was not only
diftin&tly, but frequently repeated. In the centre

- of the room, fo illuminated, the girl faw the
hobgoblin, in a flow and folem= pace, ftalking
towards the bed in his ﬂnrt, all on fire. When
he ‘was advanced as far as the curtains, he gently

I . z drew

i
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- drew them open, ‘and called hei by her name,
and cried, My dear angel, make room. The

_ poor maid, before half dead with fear, perceiving
- the phantom preparing to get into bed to her,

" fereamed fo loud sthat fhe made the whole houfe
ring again. Every one ‘'heard, but not a foul
would move, except the fathe;; and not he -1ei-
ther, till he had armed himfelf with a large load
of veliques which he-had borrowed of the Capu-
chins. Whether the hobgoblin was fcared at
the fight of the. reliques, I will not prefume ab-
folutely to determine : but be that as it may, it
vanifhed before the good\man entered the room ;
and there was nothing more to be feer. than 2
parcel of finll croffes and {crawls in burning
* chara&ers, even vifible througb a cIoud of fmoke,
with which the whole chamber was filled.
. The father faw thofe {upernatural illuminations,
and was almoft as much terrified as his daughter,
. who was half dead with fear. The landlord
thereupon ran to the door of the monk’s apart-
ment, in order to implore his affiftance, and to
conjure the hobgoblin to unravel the myftery of
his nightly vifits. ‘The fanctified impoftor beg-
ged to be excufed, on account ghat comthon de- |
cency, and the rules of his. order, would not per-
mit him to appear, without his canonicals ; ; be-
fides, one fo mortified, and free from"all carnal
appentes, -as he was, could not without bluﬂ:\mg %
approach the b~d of a virtuous virgin. With
much perfuaﬁon, however, he opened. Pns door,
and feemed to ftart, and ftand aftonifhed at the
Koaodin (uperrggu:ﬂ )

b
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fupernatural phaenomena He fell proftrate on
the floor, on feeing fuch a number of luminous
croffes ; and ufter a long train -of prayers, which
he had at his tongue’s end, and to all which his
landlord, for want of a clerk, faid Amen, he
conjured the hobgoblin to make his perfonal- ap—
pearance. The ipectre, however, knew better
things : he-did not want to be exorcxfed, and
therefore ‘kept clofe behind the curtain. rl'l}e
pious monk aferibed his bafhfulaefs to the innate
virtue of his white robe of rlghteoufnefs which
at all times was dvly qualified to make "the devil
tremble:  whereupon, the better to keep up his
imaginary dignity, he concluded, that the hob-
goblin was for~2 eyil fpirit that had‘transformea
hlmfelf into 2n anc:ie.l of light, one of thofe genn,
generally dxﬂmguxfhed by the title of Incubuﬁ'es ¢
and Succubufles, by the too credulous antients.
During all thefe romantic rites and cerémonies,
the poor‘girl ‘lay in a trance, as motionlefs as a
ftatue. Her father ran'down into his vault to
fetch a bottle of wine, in order to brmg his
daughter to life again; and:the monk charged
him not to forget bringing at the fame time a
confecrated taper, for the tracing with greater
eafe the footfteps of the prefumptuous apparition.
No fooner was the candle brought, but all the
luminous crofles and the artificial fcrawlc inftan-
tanecully difappeared. | The ‘daughter too reco--
vered from her fit, and gave a yall and circum-
ftantial ~ccount of the ﬁery vifion, w'th all that
dread cand horr01, -which nothing ’but the ecal
& > truth
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was inftantly extingui{hed The monk took his
leave of the landlord in order to fay his matins,
and never 1efurned till noon.

The Dutch officers, who weré returned the*
mght before from Viviers, and heartily tired, as
it y7as not onlya long, but a rough journey, had

. no adequat_ idea of the noife and confufion that
had happened in their abfence. "The landlprd
himfelf ufed his utmoft endeavours to conceal the
difturbance from them, left th&y fhould leave his *
houfe, as the ladles had done before them : but
ill news flies apace, and they were foon acquaint-
ed withk the diftractions and terrors of the njghts
paft. The diforder, which they ylﬁbly percei-
ved the next‘momﬁng, that the poot girl was.in,
rouzed their curiofity, and induced them to afk
her a thoufand queftions. The odd and frightful
adventures that had paffed had made fo {trong an
mmpreffion on her mind, that fhe very ingenuoufly.
commumcated the whole f{ecret to them, without'

hie leaft referve, notwithftanding all her father’s
precautlons, and the luminous prohibitions.
Happy was it for her, that the prefence of the of-’
ficers prevented her father from chaflifing her
with that feverity, which otherwife, in all pro-
bability, ke would have done, for revea.lmgithe

» importanit fecret. Thofe genﬁemen, percei-

ving their landlord nettled at her innocent difco-
very, not only prohifed him. upon their ho-
nour, that they would fiot Jeave his houfe, but
affured him, on the contrary, that’ they would’
ufe their, utmoft endeavours to find out the trutl;‘
C
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of this fhanieful impofture, and fight that auda-
cious devil at_his own weapons.. His anger be-

‘ing thus perfedtly appeafed, the gedtlemen tocle’

“*him afide, aad afked him a hundred gueftions
which would have been indecent to have men-
tioned before his pretty daughter. They imagined,
‘by thus érofs—ekamining the ather& that there

_was a fnake in the grefs;s that the monk was at
tl.e bottom of this infernal vagary ;. and that all

* the fupernatural shznomena, which their land-
lord and his daughter had been eye-witnefles of,
were nothing bur mere illufioss. L

Young officers, and thofe too of the proteftant
clafs, are as little apt to be over-credulous as my

ladyss in reg-td to apparitions> i 2y were con-

duéted accordingly to the young maiden’s apart-
ment, and fhewn the feveral places where thofe
illuminafions and: hideous phantoms had made
their appearance. ‘There they plainly difcerned
“the footfteps or traces of the various croffes, and
the whimfical chara&ers which had made the feve-
ral images, the tapeftry, and fome of the other fur-
niture of the room, very fenfibly fmell.of fmoke.
This difcovery plainly indicated that the girl’s vi-
fion was real. Thefe ineontettible evidences,
however, had a quite different effeét; for the
landlord, having firft treated his daughter as a
vifionarys; became ss violent an cngh;gﬁaﬂ, and
as fuperftitious, if not moi2 fo, thian his daugh-
ter, and feemed Righly offended
rent incredulity of his lodgers., _ T heir fufpicions
were, however, greatly confirmed, by the inferip-
2 2 s K » *tion

t the tqo appa- .









2304 THE HOBGOBLIN ,°*
nion of them for the future. 1 very much quefiton
it, faid my lady ** *; but the old vulgar proverb,
fays, the proof of thc pudding lies in the eat-
ing. After this fhott digreffion the counfcllor
purfued the thread of his difcowrfe..

The two officers laid their heads together,
formed a variety of {Uhemes, and concluded to try,
in the firft place, one that was very plain and ob=
vious; and one, which, by very good fortuntye
anfwered their ends to all intents and purpofes.
The proje&-was this, that their landlord fhould -
affume an air of dejeStion, and feem perfeétly dif-
confolate: till this riddle was refolved ; that he
thould eontinue his mafles with feemingly a mdte
ardent tham of deotuln than ufual; that he thoyld
maake his daughter lic in the apartment which
the ladies and their waiting-woman had® aban-
doned ; that one of the oﬁ":cers thould he in the.
room in which the daughter had Lain all altmg,
whilft thec<other officer and the landlord thould
wait to fee the iffuc of the affair with, patwnce
in the kxtchen All this contrivance between the
triumvirate was to be kept an ;mpenetr@ble {ecrety _
the daughter herfelf had no intimation of it till
laft night, and not: hen ncxthcr, till the very mo-

.sment appointed for “hert retitement. T'he part
“that fhe was to a&t in this fcene was fo natural,
that n@,t.hmg could be more fo; for the idemof the
Jmpcndmcr danger made Rer fhed a flood of tears

- all the evening long, and fhe coul& by no means
be prevaxled ‘on to go to bed. She withdrew,
however, at Iaﬁ into the empty apaﬁmem, and the
< C T * officers
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hisfpirits: and itisvery natural to fuppdfefuch et
of frightful figures fhould, in fome degree, damp
the courage of the moft undaunted mortal; be~
caufe true fortitude does not confift in totally ex-
tinguifhing- all ‘natural emotions of fear, ‘but in
fubduing and overcoming them by a fuperior
prefence of mmd anda prudential conduct, But,
be that as it may, the hohkgoblin (after having
muttered a form of unintelligible jargon, in a:
hoarfe and infernal tone) madeg a fecond ad-
vance towards the bed-fide.. The officer, who
watched every motios: as narrowly as poflible, em-+
bracing a favourable opportunity, . threw: a flip-
knot, with great dexterity, over the phantom’s
neck; one end.yheresf he had careful? y fafteced
to one of the bed-pofts, and then drawing it
clofe with all his firength, brought the hobgob-
lin down upon the floor ; and that very moment
jumping out of bed, threw himfelf direGly upon
him; and' told him, if he would not fpeak, he
would have the pleafure for once of ftrangling
the ‘devil.  The fall of this hideous monfter
was, if. ieility, more {hocking than his figure; for
it was '4ccompamcd as it were, with lightening,
zad with an explofion not inlike thatof a piftol,
which flled the chambet with fmoke. * The ofs
ot in the leaft difconcerted, ftuck as clofe
<5 him ‘as 2 leech, and held him faft By the
throat; for he found plainly enough, ‘that he had
only fefh 20d bones to ftruggle with. It is high-
ly probablf -, likewife, that the phantomi had not:
courage in gropomon to the frightful fi igure he
made;

>
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malle; fof he firugsled, with all the might he

had,_ to get out of the clutches of the officer; but
he kept faft hold, fwearing, as lotid as he could
bawl, that for once he was fironger than the devil.
__At the noife they mads between then, his bro-
ther officer, accompanied by his landlord; boun-
ced into the room with lights'and fire-arms, and

difengaged this devil in mafquerade from beneath

“he officer as expeditioufly as they could, out of

a natural curiofiry to fee what fort of a devil they
had to deal with: but how think you, ladies,
were they furprifed, when they came to find this
fullen and obftinate hobgoblin was nothing more
than the old lecherous monk,. their fellow lodger,
whefe mou*h watered fo de’peratcly at a young

handfome maiden, thathe had ated this infernal

farce, in hopes to have regaled himfelf on fo

_ delicious a morfel? = -0

-The landlord, whofe eyes were ﬁow-fuﬂicienﬁy‘

" opened, plainly perceiving the villainous and

vicious intention of this wolf in {heeps cloathing,
flew into fuch a rage, that it was as much: as the
officers could do to keep him from laying hands
on the impious impoftor. Is it then ysu, you
old lecherous villain, cried tht -landlord, that

U

haye thus done your utmoft to ruin the reputation -

of my houfe;
You fhail die, you old goat
With thathe flew upon hina, and would have abfo-
molifhed him. #The impoftor, i§ is truc,

you, you fhall.

lutely de )
richly deferved it: but the officers, A
Ly Eia e 3 merci=

and deflower my only daughter?

whowere as-
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merciful as they were valiant, prevented him from
taking any further revenge, than barely bringing
the old fellow fo the ftool of repentance.

This poor, mean-fpirited mifcreant, upon the -
difcovery, Sell down upon his knees, and im-
plored pardon for the outrageous iniquities'he had -
been guilty of, and with tears in his eycs'was as -
abject and mean in his fervilescompliances, asarnty
finner under the load of fo many mortifying eir-
cumftances could poflibly be. He sonfefled, that his -
wicked intentions were to have debauched the
young virgin, had his artifices fucceeded according’
to his wifhes; but ingenuoufly enough acknow-

ledged, that he had ravifhed her no otherwife than -

in imaginatios, andithat he had lo&, not énly
‘his peace of confcience, butall the trouble he had
been at in perfonating an infernal fpirit.

This fcene, which was the laft and the winding-
up of the farce, was in high tafte, very diverting,
and firiétly conformable to all the fundamentsl

laws of the ftage; becaufe the apparatus, which

rendered the whole affair perfeétly marvellous,
and fo very formidable before the happy difcovery,
when ftripped of all its infernal glare, and feen be-
<hind the curtain, and without any “terror, made
adroll figure enough, and had fomething in-it
truly comical and burlefque. ¢ The monk, being
«<a fellow at leaft fix feethighy had clapped fipon his'/
head a kind of grenadiats cap, made of emboffed *
paper, arg thruft a kind of broom-ftick through the’
fleeves ofchis canonical habit, which; fvhen To ex-

£ _ tended,

]
- L ¢
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tended, appeared in the form of a large erofs. ‘He-
threw a fhitt likewife over hisicoat, inftead of a
furplice, and th rough the flits of his pockets,which
. }3y under his armis, he thrufted both his hands;
in one whereof he held g phial full opho/phorus
fulgurans, and in the other a phial filled with
phafpliorus. fumans; by the afiiffance whereof "our
canonical magician filled the poor girl's apart-:
rent with either lightening or fmoke, as beft fuit«
ed his intended incantation. Unlucky was it for
this our hobgoblin in mafquerade, or rather ajuft
judgment due to his demerits,s that he broke his
phial of phofpheras fulgurans by his unexpeéted fall ;
and’ as the violent agitation thereof had made the
fire in it very fubtile, fine, and-delicate, he burnt
two fingers of his right hand in fo woful 2 manner
as that he never will be able, in all probability, to
recover the ufe of them again. ;
The two young officers were extremely defi-
- Yous, that their landlord’s daughter fhoulu have a
fair interview with her night tormentor, in his
droll drefs; which, indeed; was nothing more
- ¢han an aét of juftice, and an abfolutely neceflary
precaution, in order not only to fettle and compofe
her mind, which had been thus irapioufly diftraét-
ed and difturbed; but to prevent all bad confe-
quences for the futurc. ~The monk begged hard
o be excufed from doing fo fevere a penance ; bat
all entreaties on that fcore [ roved ineffectual : the
] muft fee her inamerato in puris nair‘ral;bu:,
divefted of al his infernal firc and f{mokse; and
: they
» 3 > y
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they peremptoriry infifted that fhe fliould. *Acs °

cordingly the landlord was difpatched for bring-
ing his daughter with him to fee her lover in a
new light. She obeyed her father’s orders,:it is
true, but wrembled all the way, and thook like an
afpin-leaf; but her dread and terror being .in a
great meafyre rembved at the droll figure her hob-
goblin then made, the, mhtzr rage and refentment,
called him all the opprobrious names fhe colilk
think of, and added to her revenge a fevere boxing:
of his ears with one of his old holy flippers.
The girl’s father “oo buffeted him about pretty
handfomely for all his a&ts of loving-kindnefs to-
wards his daughter, till at laft the officers put a
ftop to all further chaftifements, in‘prder te en-
quire into the nature of that chemical and won-
drous preparation in his two phials; and into the
various ingredients of its compofition. The monk,:

if poﬁib]e, would have concealed the ar:amtm,

and begiged to be excufed in that particular ; but

upon their threatening to profecute him in a court
of judicature, as an impoftor," a difturber of the
peace in private families, and, in fhort, as an im-
pious and profane fon of the catholic church, he
promifed to m=ke each of the officers a prefent of
two phials of the like breparation, which were in
in his clofet; and gave themsthe key of his cabl-
net, wherein they were fafely depofited, amongft a
parcel of papers; and at the fame time gave each
of them( an infallible recqipt for the true prepara-
tion of ¢hat chemical fecrét. =~ . ¢

: When
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“When the officershad made themfelves maftersof

" that grand arcanum, and their refpeétive receipts,

according to-promife, and with which they were
highly delighted, they took off the cord which had
been thrown round his ngck, and lent a helping
hand to drefs him decently en capuchin. Nay, they
farther took fo much compaffion on him; s to
drefs his wounded hand, and to wraxp it up with

‘8 piece of black filk, the better to conceal his.

difafter. o5 fex _

After thefe humane offices were finifhed, they
reprimanded him very fevegely, according' ta
his .demerits, and then advifed him to make the
beft of his way to fome remote place, {vhere no
body knew; him, or at leaft to quit direétly. the
territories-of Liege, for fear this attair fhould have:
got wind ; and told him withal, that in cafe he
thould once fall into the hands of one of their
officers, he would not only be moft feverely han-
(}Ied, but eternally difgraced. : -

He aced purfuant to their advice, and after
having difcharged all his arrears of rent tohis in-

‘jured landlord, refunded the money he had re-

ceived for his numerous hypocritical mgffes, and
paid him a purfe of ducats, by*way of reftitution
for all damages, he fet dut by four o’clock the
next morning for & place called Stavglo, a {mall
villageswithin three leagues of the Spa; where,
he would be more fecurathan in any other place,
the prince th¥reof bging a monk hin.lfel'r"; and
confequengly it is to be fuppofed, thag he wo?ld
be more cautious than ordinary of having any 1n=
L] R 5
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famy or {candal {tick too clofe to theﬂ* canoriical
habit. :

Notwithftanding this moft notorious tranfac-
tion cried aloud for public pumihment and dif= »
grace, thedandlord of the houfe was obliged to
keep it as profound a fecret as poflibly he could;
for Liege being ard ecclefiaftical ftate, it would
Have been as much as his life was worth to haye
publithed any thing that had the leaft tendencp
towards the infamy or difhonour of the priefthood ;-

where monks and capuchms are defponc lords
and mafters, it

¢
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*AMBAssADRESs of France.

gfﬂHE counfellor, hawing ended his fory,
T received the thanks of the whole com-
'y [ pany for the entertainment it had
*f* 3 “siven them. The countefs faid it put
her in mind of an anecdote of the fame nature,
which was told her by alady at Paris, and which
fhe related to them in the following agrecable
manner. : :
- Though fignior Rofelli, a native of Naples, was
univerfally known, and admired as an artful che-
_mift ; yet he was equally known tobea notorious
impoftor,and fometimes, for diverfion-fake,would
adt the part of a thorough-paced jugler, often to
the terror, but always to the »dmiration of the
fpe&ators. This extraordinary Italian keptapublic
coffee-houfe at the Hague; and hi fame was
fpread®to that degree, that all foreigners, on their
firft arrival at that city, Yecame his guﬂomers and
admirers.  In fhort, sll fuch as had nqt feen Ro-
felli were deermed perfeétly incurious. The richeft
noblemen were not afhamed to keep him com-
- . > = pany’
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pany, and he wasthe general topic of polite can--
verfation in all public affemblies. The hiftorys
of his adventures, though under the fimple title of -
the unfortunate Neapolitan, had ma;le his name
famous all over Europe. .

The ambafladrefs of France in partxcular, ha-
ving r<ad the prmtcﬂ accountof.his numerous and *
uncommon vxploits, entertained a very high
opinion, and thought herfeff happy in haying %
favourable opportunity, not only of being perfon=
ally known to the man, but of cor‘nmumcatmg to
fome. of her female acquaintance in Paris feveral
entertaining anecdotes relative to that artful che--
mift. Accordingly, no fooner was the atrived | 4::

- the Hague, but fhe fent her page ts Rofelh s
- houfe, in order to gn}e him mtlmatlo‘n that the.
was very defirous of having an interview with
him. Upon this intelligence Rofelli ordered the
page to afk her excellency, whether fhe was dif-,
pofed to fez him as an ordinary or as an extraordl—
nary perfon. "The page foon returned with aproper®
anfwer, that fhe fhould expe& to fee him by fix
o’clock ; and moreover, that fhe could not be eafy *
txll the had fome perfonal converfe with fo extra- -
ordmary a gentlenran. :

Rofelli was punétual to her excellency s ap-.
pointment, and in order to appgar as one of un-
common confequence, he put on his Ltalian..
drefs, covered his head with a large bread-brim-
med hai;and, otherwife properly eq&ipped, fet out
in his chariot. - His footman knocked and fent |
up his mafter’s nhame, He was xmmcdxatcly con-

o S ¢ duéted

i

1



-

'y .

v *WHO SEILLI; &, 213
duled intora fpacious hall ; and whilft the page
was pone up to give her excellency notice, where
the ggntleman, was in waiting, he put out all the
candles. SAs et g

‘The lady, impitient to fee her new sifiter, ran
to the hall-door to welcome him to her apart-
ment. ~Rofelli, with all the g avity of an Italian
of confequence, advancing towards her, to pay

‘his refpects, fthook two little phials, which he
© grafped in each hand, and in an inflant filled the -

hall with flames of fire and repeated flathes of
lightening. The ambafladrefs, ftartled at fo ex-

_ traordinary and me’expe'&ed a fight, flew up in a

moment intoher private apartment. Rofelli, with-
out making ‘any apology, frilowed clofe at her
heels, and .with his other filled it with 2. moft
hideous fmoke. Setieiniinsiangl Sas
The terrified ambaffadrefs, by thefe extraor-
dinary performances, immediately . concluding
that he was a profound magician, flew from one
chamber to another, with the utmoft horror and
precipitation, till, at laft, fhe mounted up into
the garret. The page, in as great a fright and
confufion as his Jady, fiew down into the Zitchen,
in order to alarm the fervants: bu- ot 2 foul had ~
courage enough to ftir to her ladyfhip’s affiftance ;
however, at laft, a Swifs in waiting, haring arm-
ed himfetf with a halbert, ventured up to drive
the pretended comjurer ol- of the houfe. Ro-
felli, feemingly difgufted at his rough treatment,
thruft both kis phials of phofphorus urder the

Swifs’s mofe. The poor fellow, almoft terrified
5 . - out
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out of his: fenfe®, fell down proftrate, at his feet,
in a fit of defpair, and trembling worfe than if he
had been afflited with an ague, cried out, in his
own language, and in a moft piteous accent,
Oh! deag Mr. devil, have mercy on :me this
once; and do not begifl to torment me to-night :
let #ae live a littlglonger. God knows, youwill
‘have me {odn enough if it be feven years hence.

After this droll exploit Rofelli moved off she
premifes very fedately, mounted his (;ha.:iot,.anﬁ
drove away with as much gravit} and unconcern,
as if no prank had been played.

As foon, however, as he got home, he wrote a
very poiite addrefs to her excellency, by way of
apology-for his extraordma.ry operauon, and the

‘confuﬁon in_which® he had thrown® herfelf® “and
all the family by her own exprefs orderc: Con-
{cxoqg to herfelf that he had aéted in conformity
o her own follicitations, her excellency thought
herfelf abliged in honour to forgive hims but the
never after fhewed the leaft inclination for a fe-
condvifit.
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Qn Entertammg HisTory of
. Baron PoiNnifz

.3 M}T is highly probabl.., ladies, faid the
;Q I g: counfellor, that this is not the firft
' time you may have feen that” gentle-
*—f A mian who bowed -fo us, as hegpaﬂ'ed
our arbor ; he is a man of wit and addrefs, and
an adventurer of note. His ftory is fomewhat
'fmgulir and if you will but have patxence to hear
it, you fhall have it gratls, which is moreof a
‘favour than you may imagine, | for it will coft
you fome guineas fhould you permit him to re-
late it himfelf.

“The man has travelled all over France, Ger-
many, England, Holland and Italy, and has been
the principal aétor in fuch a npm~_—_of extraor->
dinary adventures in each ‘of them, that I am
fully perfuaded, therv is not one foreigner in fifty

but has “fome knowledge of our hero. He was
a native of Pruflia, and'a guntleman of birth. ;The
title which he afluted was that of the bason Pol-
nitz. Thowzh he was a defcendant offa very

worthy ahd illuftrious houfe, yet he pro{’ututed
3 7 hxs
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hi¥ charaQer im fuch £ manner, as juftly rendered»
him the objet of contempt. If he would but
have a&ted with the leaft degree of prudence and
difcretion, he might foon have improved his for-
tune; for as.nature had been very indulgent to
him with refpet to this perfon, and as he was
notonly a gentlgman -of wit and vivacity, but
remarkabl® for his polite deportment, he made
an advantageous figure im the court of Pru{ﬁ?.,
before ‘he arrived at the age of ‘manhood, and h'ad_
the honour of being ranked amongft thofe who
were attendants on his majefty’s perfon : and he
fo artfully infinuated himfelf into the favour and
affecticn of his royal mafter, that in a -very fhort
time he was actually employed in fome negoti-

- ations, though of b great importanée indeed, and
carried them into execution with no fmall degree
of dexterity and addrefs. When his majefty made

a voyage to Holland, he had the honous of being
reputed one of his favourite attendants; and he :
‘had the faireft profpect imaginable of becoming a
conf