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PREGA CE 

TO THE 

FIRST VOLUME; 

  

Wares an Author, by appearing in print, “1௭ 

quefts an audience of the Public, and is upon the 
point of fpeaking for himfelf, whoever prefumes 
to fiep before him with a preface; and to fay, 
« Nay, but hear me firft,” fhould have fomething 

worthy of attention: to offer, or he will jultly be 

deemed. officious and impertinent.’ The judicious: 

reader has probably, upon other occafions, been: 

beforehand with’ me in this refleGtion: and Tam 

not very willing it fhouldinow be: applied to me,. 

however I may feem to’ expofe! myfelf to the dan- 

ger of it. But the thought > “of: shaving my own: 

“name perpetuated in connexion “wit 
in the title page, is fo pleafing and) fiz 

_ the feelings of my heart, that I ai.-content to. 

rifk fomething for the gratifeation.. 

This Preface is not. ணட! to: commend the 

Poems, to which it is prefixed. ‘My teftimony 

would be infufficient for thofe, who are not qua- 

lified to judge properly for themfelves; and unne- 

ceflary. to thofe, who are. ~ Befides, the reafons, 

_ which render it improper and unfeemly for aman 
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to ட his own performances, or thofe of 

his neaveft relatives, will have fome influence in 

fapprefi ibg’, much’ of what he might otherwife 
witht to’ fay infavour of a friend, when that friend 

Boo 38 ‘indeed® an alter idem, and excites almoft the 

“game “emotions of fenfibility and affe@ion, as he 

“G.It is*very probable thefe Poems may come into 
the hands of fome perfons, in whom the fight 
Sof the author's name will awaken a recolleStion 

_ of incidenf§-and fcenes, which through length of 
almoft forgotten. They will be 

af One, who was once the companion of 

. early life in the paths, which lead to literary: 
«:. honours, to influence and affluence, with equal 
“ profpeéts of fuccefs. But he was fuddenly and 
“powerfully withdrawn from thofe purfuits, and 

He left them without’ regret; yet not till he had 
fuficient opportunity of counting the coft, and of 
knowingy, the value of what he gave up. If hap- - 

“have been found in clafiical attain- 
ments, in an elegant faite, in the exertions of 
wit, fancy, and genius, and in the efteem and- 

conyerfe of fuch perfons, as in thefe refipedts were. - 
moft congenial with himfelf, he would have been 

happy. But he was not—He wondered (as thou _ 
fands in-a fimilar fituation ftill do) that he thould 
continue diffatisfied, with all the means appa= 

rently conducive to fatisfa@ion within his reach, - 
. a in due time the canfe of his ட்ட.  
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ment was difcovered to him—He had lived ine 
out God in the world. In a memorable hour 

the wifdonr which is from aboye vifited his heart. 

Then he felt himfelf a wanderer, and then he 
found a guide. Upon this change of views, a 

change of plan and condué followed of courfe. .. 
When he faw the busy and the gay world in its 

true light, he left it with as little reluctance as a 

ட prifoner,; when called to liberty, leaves his dun- 
‘geon. Not that.he became a Cynic or an Afcetic 
—A heart filled with love to God, will affuredly 

. breathe benevolence’ to men. But the turn 08: 

his” temper inclining ‘him to rural life, he in-: 

dulged it, and the providence of God.evidently 
preparing his way and marking out his retreat, 
he retired into the country. By thefe fteps the 
‘good hand of God, unknown to me, was pro< 
viding for me one of the principal bleffings of 
my Hfe; a friend, and a counfellor, in whofe 
company for almoft feven years, though we were 

- feldom feven- fucceflive waking hours feparated, I - 
_ valways found new pleafure. A friend, who was 
“not only a comfert to myfelf, but a blefling to 

_ the affe@ionate poor people, among whom T then 
lived... ம்‌ 

Some: time after inclination’ had thus ம்‌ 

him from the hurry and buftle of life. he was ftill 

more fecluded by a long indifpofition, and my 

- pleafure was fucceeded by a proportionable de- 

_gree of anxiety and concern, Buta hope, that 

the God whom he ferved would ட hirh
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‘under his affliction, and at. length youchtafe: 

him a happy deliverance, never forfook me, The 
défirable crifis, I மாணி, is now nearly approach 

“ing. The dawn, the prefage of returning day,. 

is already arrived: He*is again enabled to re— 
fume his pen, and fome. of the.firft fruits. of 

  

his recovery are here- prefented to the public = 
~“Inchis ‘principal fubjects, the fame acumen \ 

  

diftincuifhed him in fhe early period of life, is. 
happily employed: in iluftrating and: enforcing, 
the truths, of which. he received fuch deep. end 

unalterable impreflions in his: maturer years. His. 

fatire, if it may be called: fo, is benevolent, (ike 
the operations of the fkilful and. huraane furgeon; _ 

- _ who wounds only to: heal). dictated by a juft re— 

gard for the honour of God, and indignant grief 
excited by the profligacy of the age, and a 0 
compaffion for the fouls of men, 

His favourite topics are leaft னன்‌: டர! ன்‌ 
piece entitled Table Talk; which therefore, swith. 

fome regard to the preva iling tafte, and that thofe,: 

‘who are governed ‘by it, may not be- difcouraged: 
at the very threfhold from proceeding farther, 
is placed firft. In-mof of the. darger Poems. 
which follow, his leading defign is more expli- — 
citly avowed and waned: He aims to commu-_ 
nicate his own perceptions. of the truth, beauty,.. 
and influence of the religion- “of the Bible A. 

religion, which, however “diloredlived, by the mif- - 
conduct of many, who- have not renounced ‘the = 
Chriftian Pane oo itfelf, when Bendy, பட்‌... 
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derflood, and cordially embraced, to be the grand 

desideratum, which alone can relieve the mind 

of man from painful and unavoidable anxieties, 
infpire it with fable peace and folid hope, and 

- farnith ‘thofe motives and profpe@s, which, ir, 

the prefent flate of things, ave abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to produce a conduct worthy of a rational’ 
creature, diftinguifhed by a vaftnefs of capacity, 
which no affemblage of earthly good can: fatisfy, 
and by a principle and pre-intumaliaitiot immor- 

tality. 
At atime when hypothefis and பச in 2 

philofophy are fo juftly-exploded; and little is” 
confidered as deferying the name of knowledge, ; i 

"which will not ftand the teft of : experiment, the 
very ufe of the term experimental in religious 
concernments, is by too many unhappily rejefted: 
with difguft. But we well- know, that they, 

who affe& to defpife the inward: feclings, which 
religions perfons fpeak of, and totreat them as 

enthufiafma and folly, have inward ‘feelings of - 

their own, which, though they would, they can- 

‘ not fupptefs. We have been too long in the 

   fecret ourfelves to account the Rout <ambi- = : 

“tious, or the voluptuous, happy} 

the remembrance of what. we once were, before. 
“we can believe, that a man. ட fatisfied, owith 

himfelf, merely becaufe he endeavours to appear 

fo, A fmile upon the face is often but a mafk 

worn occafionally and in company, : to. prevent, 

if poffible, a fufpicion of what at the fame time
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is pafling in the heart. We know that there 
‘are people, who feldom fmile when they are 
alone, who therefore are glad to hide them- 

felves in a throng from the violence of their 
own reflections; and who, while by their looks 

and their language they with to perfuade us they 
are happy, would be glad to change. their con- 
ditions with a dog. But in defiance of all their 

efforts they continue to think, forebode,. and 

tremble. This we know, for it has been our 

own ftate, and therefore we know how. to com- 
-miferate it in others:—From this ftate the Bible © 
relieved us—When we were led to read it with 
attention, we found ourselves deferibed. —We 
Jearnt the caufes of our: inquietude—we - were . 4 

dire€ted to a method of relief—we tried, and we 
- were not difappointed. — 

. |; Deus nobis hee otia fecit.. 

We are now certain that the gofpel of Chrift 3 
is the power of God unto falvation, to every one 
that believeth. It has reconciled us.to God, and 
to ourfelves, to our duty, and our fituation. It 
is the balm;and cordial of the prefent life, anda ‘ 
foyereign antidote againft the fear of death. 

Sed hactenus hec. Some fmaller pieces upon: 

JefS important fubjeéts clofe the volume. - Not 
one of them, I believe, was written with a view — 
to publication, but I was unwilling they fhould. 
be omitted, - 

Joun Nuwron. 
Charles Square, Hoxton, 

February 18, 1762:  
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2 லட கக 

நிசா கறுவல்‌. to the houfe of prayer, 
And afk, and fancy they find, bleflings there. 
Themielves, perhaps, when weary they retreat. 

_ Po enjoy coo) nature ap a ன்ற ae ee 

. For clumps, and lawns nd 0 
May now and then. their velvet sacra sis, aoe 
And {eem to pray for good example fake; 
Judging, in charity no doubt, the town we 
Pious enough, and having need:of none. > . 

Kind fouls! te'teach their tenantry to prize. < 
What they themfelves, without remorfe, defpife: 

Nor hope ‘have they, nor fear,of aught to come, 
_ As well for-them had prophecy been dumb; 

: They could haye held the conduct they'purtue, 

Had Paul of Tarfus lived and ‘died a Jew; 

And truth, propofed to reafoners wife as ene 
ts a pearl caft—completely caftaway.. ; 

They die—Death lends them, pleafed and asin ~ 

~All the grim honours of his gha@ly court.’ (pont, 
Far thes paiatings grace the chamber now, 

‘Where late we faw the mimic landfeape-glow::: 
The bufy heralds hang the fable fcene 2.” 

With *-mournful ஈர கக்‌ and சபி see 

between; i ie 

Proclaim ‘their titles to the ours sone By ்‌ 

But they that wore them moye not at’the ne. : 
The coronet, placed idly at their head, தத 

Adds nothing now to the degraded dead, - - 
And even the flar, that glitters on the bier, 
‘Can only fay—Nobility lies here.  
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"And place, inftead of quirks | themfelyes த 

மதக்‌ sapactHan1 before their sey eR 

To prove that without Chrift all gain is lofs,. 

All hope defpair, that ftands not on. his crofs; 

_ Except the few his.God. may have imprefied, a 

A tenfold frenzy feizes all the reft... j 

_ Throughout. mankind, theChrifian kind.at bet 

There dwells a confcioufnefs in every breaft, 

That folly ends where genuine hope begins, 

“And he that finds his heayen muft lofe: his fins... 

Nature oppotes with her utmoft force, . 

This riving firoke, this ultimate divorce; 

And while religion feems to be her view } 

Hates with a deep fincerity the true: | 

For this, of all that ever influenced man, 

Since Abel worthipped, or the world began, 
‘This only {pares no lng, admits no plea, 

But makes him, if at ‘all, completely free; 

Sounds forth the fignal, as {he mounts = dee Cas 

Of an eternal, univerfal war; டட 

Rejeéts all treaty, penetrates all wiles, 

Scorns with the fame indifference frowns and. Giles 

Drives through the realms of fin, where riot reels, 

And grinds his crown beneath her burning wheels) 

Hence all that is in man, pride, paflion, art, , 

Powers of the mind, and feelings of the heart, . 

Tnfenfible of truth’s almighty charms, 

Starts at her firft approach, and founds to arms! 

To மனத்‌ Ge of lies, oe eae ne 

 



 



  

Or if in eet 2 he f 

Enfured him mute. attention and regard. (>) iy 

Alas how changed! Expreflive of his mind,» 
His eyes are funk, arms: ‘folded, head aloha 

Thofe awful fyllables, hell, death, and fin, : 

Though whi(pered, plainly tell what works within; 

That confeience there performs her proper part, 

And writes a doomfday fentence on his neat 
. Forfaking, and forfaken of all friends, 

He now perceives where earthly as endl 2 

Hard tafk! for oné who lately knew no care, 

And barder flill as learnt beneath defpair 5 

_ His hours no longer pafs unmarked away, 

A. dark impertance faddens every day; 

He hears the notice of the clock, perplexed, 

And cries, perhaps eternity frikes next; 

Sweet mufic is no longer mufie here, 

And laughter founds like madnefs in his ear : 

_ His grief the world of all her power difarms, : 

Wine has no tafte, and beauty has no: charms &- 

God's holy word, once trivial in his view, 

Now by the voice of his experience true, 

Seems, as it is, the fountain whence alone 

Mutt {pring that bope he pants to make his own. 

Now let the bright reverfe be known abroad; 

Say man’s a worm, and power belongs to God. 

“As when a felon, wham his country’s laws 

Have jodtly doomed for fome atrocious caufe, 

Expeéts in darknefs and heart-chilling fears, 

The thameful clofe of all his mifpent years;    
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நமகக, 

கரட்‌ ப a world, indebted to that 16000 
For evils daily felt. and hardly ‘Dorne, ட்‌ 
Not knowing thee, we reap with bleeding hand; 
Flowers of rank odour upon thorny a 

_ And, while experience 

‘That 100105 affliions oy meant, தர்‌ 

: Thofe homours tart as wine upon the fret, AGEs 

Thefe, ப்பட்ட 

்‌ Fond of the phantom : ர்‌ 
_ Divine commanion chz (es, as the 

‘ Drives to their deus the o| edient beafts of ற்‌! 
See Judah's promited king, bereft of all, 
Driyen out an exile from the face of Saul, 
To diftant caves the Jonely wanderer flies, 

To feek that peace a tyrant’ s frown denies. : a 
Hear the fweet accents of his tunefal vo 

ar him, overw! helmed with forrow, 

 womanith or waili ing grief has part, 
No, not a moment, in his royal heart 

“Tis manly mofic, fuch as martyrs make, 
~ Suffering with gladnefs for a Saviour's fake; ; o ல்‌ 

His foul exults, hope animates his lays, ்‌ 

The fenfe of mercy kindles into ‘praife, 
And wilds, familiar with alion’s roar, =~ oS 

Ring with ecftatic founds unheard before:  
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270 1 நத: CRICKED, 

¢ Pay me for thy watm retreat 
With a fong more foft and fweet; 

In return thou fhalt receive — 
Such a ftrain as I can give. 

1 ்‌ 

Thus ty pede <preft 
Inoffenfive, welcome gueft! 
While the rat is on the feout, ak 
And the moufe with curious fnout, 
With what ‘vermin elfe imfeft 
Every dith, and fpoil the eft; 

_ Frifking thus el Baa ae 

Thongh in voice sn hye ey be 
“Formed as if akin to thee, 
Thou furpaffeft, happier far, 

Happieft gtafshoppers that are; 
Theirs is but a fommet's forg, 
Thine endures the winter long, 
Unimpaired, and fhrill, and clear, 
Melody Hogue ie வ. 

IV. 
Neither tight, nor ae of doy, 
Puts a period to thy play: 
Sing then—and extend thy {pan — 
Far beyond the date of man. 
Wretched man, whofe years are fpent 
In repining difcontent, 

_ Lives not, aged though he be, _ 
Half a (pan, compared with thee.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



1 292 THE HISTORY OF 

்‌ ச நாக held them ‘up, and in his turn 

Thus fhowed his ready wit, 

My head is twice as big as your's, 

‘They பொய்‌ needs mutt fit. 

‘BOP ct mo me ferape the dirt away, 

That hangs upon your face; 

And flop and eat, for well you may 
Be in a hungry cafe. 

Said Jobin, it is my wedding-day, — 

- And all the world would flare _ 

If wife fhould dine at Edmonton, 

And I nee dine at Ware.. 

So turning to his horle, he faid, 
Jam in hatte to dine; - 

"Twas for your pleafure you came here, 

You fhall go back for miue. 

Ah lucklefs fpeech, and bootlefs boaft ! 
_ For which he paid full dear; — 

For, while he fpake; a braying afs 

Did fing moft loud and clear; 

‘Whereat his horfe did fort, as he 
Had heardalionroar, 

_ Asi galloped off with all his might, 
As be had done before. e  



 





(அம) 

AN EPISTLE 
To 

‘A PROTESTANT LADY IN FRANCE, 

Mapam, : Ee = ்‌ 

A Srraneer’s purpofe in thefe lays te 
Ts to congratulate, and not to praife. 
To give the creature her Creator's due 
Were fin in me, and an offence fo you. 
From man to man, br ev'n to woman paid, 
Praife is the medium of a knavith trade, _ 
A coin by craft for folly’s nfe defigned, - 

Spurious, and only current with the blind. 

The path of forrow, and that path alone, 
Leads to the land where forrow is unknown; 

No traveller ever reached that bleft abode, 
Who found not thorns and briars in his road. 
The world may dance along the flowery plain, 
Cheered as they go by many,a fprightly ftrain, 

Where Nature has her mofly velvet fpread, 

With, unthod feet they yet fecurely tread, 

Admonifhed, feorn™ the caution and the friend, 2 

Bent upon pleafure, heedlefs of its end. : 

But he,whoknew what human hearts would prove, 

How flow to learn the dictates of his love, 

That hard by nature and of ftubborn will, 

A life of eafe would make them harder fill,  



286 AN grEstTus, &. 

In pity to the finners he defigned 
“Yo refcue from the ruins of mankind, ._ 
Called for a cloud to darken all their years, 

And faid, * Go fpend them in the vale of tears.” 
- Oh balmy gales of foul-reviving air, 
Oh falutary ftreams that murmur. there, 

Thefe flowing from the fount of grace above, 
Thofe breathed from lips of everlafting loye! 
The flinty foil indeed their feet annoys, 
And fudden forrow nips their fpringing joys, 
An envious world will interpofe its frown 
To mar delights fuperior to its own, 
And many a pang, experienced ftill within,  _ 

Reminds them of their hated inmate, fin; ” 
But ills of every fhape and every name 
"Transformed to bleflings mifs their cruel-aim, 
And every moment's calm, that fooths the Dreatt, 
Is given in oe “of ee yg 

Ah, be not. fad, ‘ariel, a lot be caft 

4 But the chief Shepherd ete ever near; 
. Thy tender forrows. and thy plaintis 

ட... r thine- : 
"Twas thus in Gideon's fleece the dews ware found,  
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