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I 0 e PRETACE,

Vil cclébmhg his- own performances, or thofe of
' his nealcﬂ relatwes, will ‘have {ome influence in
fuppleﬁ' bg’s ‘much’ of what he might otherwife

o will to'fay-in‘favour of a fi iend, when that friend

 is indeed ?..;an alte'r idem, and excxtes almoft the
Fr motions of fenﬁblhty a_nd aﬂ”eéhon, as he
% feels¥or himfelf, -
It 1s‘s4verv probable the('e Poems may come 1n§o
' the hands of fome perfons, in whom the fight
“Sof the autlior’s name will awaken a recollection
. of incidents ;and fcenes, which throug;h length of
| almoft forgotten. They will be
Jemmded?of o7 ‘,‘who was once the companion of
their! cho fen h urs, and who fet out W1t11 them in
ey life m' the paths, ‘which lead to literary.
¢+ honours, to influence and affluence, with equal
& profpects of fuccefs.  But he was fuddenly and
z%@werﬁﬂly withdrawn from thofe purfuits, and
¢ left them without: regret; yet not till he had
fafficient opportunit ounting the coft, and of
‘knowing, the valu ‘he gave up. - If hap-
pinefs hay ound in claflical attain-
ments, in ite, in the exertions of -
wit, fancy, and genms, and in the efteem and:

- converfe of fuch perfons, as in thefe 1efpe(?rs were .. -
moft congenial with himfelf, he would have been
happy. But he was not—He wondered (as thous
fands in'a ﬁmxlax fituation fll do) that he ﬂwu]d
continue dxﬁ'atlsﬁed WJth all -the means appa ;
rently conducms to ('atlsfq&xon within hls reaeh i

5 »But in due tnne the caufe of his 'dxfappomt ;
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*In‘his principal fubjeé’[S, the fame acumen w.
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under his aﬂliié‘tion-,' and aﬁ-'length vouchfafe:
him a happy deliverance, never forfoolk me, The:
défirable crifis, I trufl, is now nearly approach--

~ing.” The dawn, the prefage of returning day,
_is already arrived: He' is again enabled to re-

fume his pen, and fome of the firt fruits. oft
his recovery are here- pjefented to  the pubhc. T

diftinguithed him'in the eatly period of life, s
happily emp}oyed‘ in illuftrating and: enforcing,
the truths, of which he received fuch deep and:
unalterable impreffions in his. ‘maturer. years.. His:
fatire,- if it may be called: fo, is- benevolent,: (hke
the operauons of the fkilful and. humane furO‘eons

~ who wounds only to-heal). dictated by a juft re~

gard for the honour of God, and indignant grief:
excited by the profligacy of the age, and a bender
compaffion for the fouls of men.

His favourite topics are leaft mﬁﬂed orrin the
piece entitled Table Talk; which therefore, Wlth
fome regard to the plevalhvlg talte, and that thofe,”

~ vho are governed by it, may not be- dxfcauragcd

at the very threfhold from procecding farther,
is placed firft. In' mofl of the. larger Poems. .
which follow, his leading defign is' more expli-
citly avowed and purfued He aims to commu-
nicate his own pexcepuom, of the truth, beauty,:

and influence of the religion- of the. Blblg——Ah
religion, which, however d‘ifcteditéd‘ by the mif- .

conduét of many, who have not renounced the
Chriftian pame, PlOVGb 1tfe]f ~when nghtly n.
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is pafling in the heart. We know that there
‘are people, who feldom {mile when they are
alone, who therefore are glad to hide them-
felves in a throng from the violence of their
own reflections; and who, while by their looks
and their language they with to perfuade us they
are happy, would be g]ad to change their con-
dmons with a dog. But in defiance of all their
efforts they continue to think, forebode, and
tremble. - This we know, for it has been our
own ftate, and therefore we know how: to com-
_miferate it in others.—From this ftate the Bible
relieved us—When we were led to read it with
attention, we found  ourselves deferibed. —We'

learnt the caufes of our inquictude—we were = |

dire&ed to a method of rehef——we tried, and we
- were not difappointed.
. Deus nolis heec otia feczt
We are now certain that the gofpel of Chnt't :
is the power of God unto falvation, to every one
that believeth. It has reconciled us.to God, and
to curfelves, to eur duty, and our fituation. It
is the balm and cordial of the prefent life, anda
foverelgn antidote againft the fear of death. '
Sed hactenus hee. Some fmaller picces upon:
lefs important fubje&s clofe the volume. Not
one of -them, I believe, was written with a view:
to publication, but I was unwilling they fhould:
be omitted, : , B
- ; Jouny NrwroN,
Charles Square, Hoxton, = .
Februoary- 18, 1762:
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