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2. MS, Tamil, B.3, (India Office§ Library, London).
e ¥

i, "Thembavani'.

5. Constentine Joweph Beschi-- Popularly known &s "Virama
Munivar" in Tamil Nad,
6. An opic based on the 1ife of Christ.

7. Tamil.
8. Paper-9)i2 Pages in all.
9. 7%“ X 6"

10. Poetical Text with a prose commentary-book bythe same
author,
11, Text and commentary complete.
ggb out of 9li2 pages are written by Virma Munivar himself
e remainder is added by someone- for it apppears to be
in & differente handwriting this latter. portion covers
only the " !
This MS is of very extrsordinary inportance and this fsct
consists in atact the text, commentary and Band the handwrit-
ing have been made by the same author-- all running to 936
pages.

A very old copy. Some pages are manded,All pages are
cardfully numbered by Virama Munivar himself, using
the native Tamil figures,

Follows an inscription written in Englishin the MS.
"This copy of Thembavani" in the hendwriting of the
Neamuni himself was obtained in the Madras district by the
late Muthusamy Pillai for Mr. W.F. Ellis at whose death it
passed into the hands ¢f Muthusami Pillai, from whom
I obtained it"--So has writéen Mr. Walter Elliots of
Madras, 18l%, j

The MS beging with the title written as, "

n

This MS has served as the orginal copy for printing
the 1927 odition of Thembavani (Pondicherry) when the copy
was in the possession of Mr. Walter Elliot reféered to
above. This ewidence is contained in the prefatory pages
of the above edition,
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1. 178.
2, Number Nil, (University ef Edimburgh, Edimburgh).

Dia
li. Meha Vichedanm,

5 II. Pref., A.K. Warser of the Samskrit Departmemt ef the
Ediburgh University gave me the fellewing im-
mExkizEy famationmg

A text emtitled Mehavichechedam writtem by eme Kassapa,

known zs Chelaya Kassapa, was about te be publishe
zdxhy ed by the Pali Text Society, Lemdemn, im 1900,

It wouvld be edited by A.P.Buddhadatta Mahathere
of Ceylon and Pref. A.K.Warder ef the Edimburgh
University., »he werk, a mamual ef =R Buddist
Philesephy, was erigimally writtem at Naggappatti-
mam in the 12th cemtury A.De. Whem printed it
would cever about 3%50-400 pages, The erigimal work
though was writtem at Nagappattimam was mot avai-
lable now, either im Tamil Nad er CEYLON er else-
where except knowa everywhere enlg by mame. The
MS was finally traced amd ebtaine from Burmsa and
Siam, was studied and was about te be published
in Londom,.

I have given this imformatiom here im order te impraéss
thet such arcient works writtem im Tamil Nad,
being mot svailable here are available im the
faroff lamds like Burma, Siam etc. . Ne matter im wh
what lsnguage it was writtem, but the fact that
it was written im Temil Nad is very importsat.
It would mot be irrelevimt te mentien here that
Tamil Ned was the Birtheplace of
Budhism which in due course spread evem in distamnt
lands, Japan not excluded,

Such Mss as were writtem im Tamil Nad but in ether
scripts tham Tamil also worth & search.
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