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PREFACE. 

A rearure which peculiarly distinguishes the 

landscape scenery of England, and. which*never fails 

to strike in a particular manner the foreigner who 

visits this country for the first time, is the multitude 

of magnificent mansions of the opulent nobility and - 

gentry, and the more unpretending, but not less 

cheerful, commodious, and comfortable, villas of 

wealthy merchants, traders, and professional men, 

with which our hills, and vales, and plains, are so 

delightfully studded. This circumstance, in which 

the British Islands essentially differ from the countries 

of the Continent, where the residences of the great 

and the rich are crowded together in cities, the 

habitual residences of courts, indicates a like dif- 

ference in the national character of the inbabitants, 

and bespeaks a love of independence and rural life, 

to which Britain owes a profusion of embellishments 

such as no other country in the world ‘of so limited 

extent can boast of.
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