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PREFACE.

A rearure which peculiarly distinguishes the
landscape scenery of England, and whichnever fails
to steike in a particular manner the foreigner who
visits this country for the first time, is the multitude
of magnificent mansions of the opulent nobility and
gentry, and the more unprgtcndjng, but not less
cheerful, comm;)dious, and comfortable, villas of
wealthy merchants, traders, and professional men,
with which our hills, and vales, and plains, are so
delightfully studded. This circumstance, in which
the British.jsla.nds_essential]y differ from the countries
of the Continent, where the residences of the great
and the rich are crowded together in cities, the
habitual residences of courts, indicates a like dif-
ference in the national chﬁ_racter of the inhabitants,
and bespeaks a love of independence and rural life,
to which Britain owes a profusion of embellishments
such as no other country in the world of so limited
extent can boast of.
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To the dﬂlmmtmm und de%rlptlon of some of these
ornamental m ,r’Lures and their ucceasm 10&, the
*x}muncs hem submxtted to the Public are devoted.

Taken, as it were, at random from different counties,

the subjects which they embrace exhibit the different
styles of building and every variety of arrangement,
from the most magnificent specimens of aristocratic
grandeur to the elegant simplicity of easy competence.
Having been executed from designs made on the
spot, their fjdelity may be relied on; and it is pre-
. sumed that, being coloured after the original drawings,
they must thence derive an additional resemblance

to nature not to be found in any similar collection.
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