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BRUMORY ESSAY.

(<]

deatb, for concealing in his house* Garnet and
Alcerne, two Popish prieéts, who were concerned
in the Gunpowder plot ; but wasreprieved, and
finally pardoned, through the iatei*cession of Lord
Mounteagle, his wife’s brother. 5 Mary Habington
was, in fact, thereal author of tize celebrated warn=-
ing letter which Lord Mounteagle received, the day
before the meeting of Parliament. Thomas Habing-
ton died at the advanced age of elghty-seven, at
Hendlip, on the 8th of October, 1647.

His only published work was, a translation of
_Gildas, ¢ De excidio et conguestu Britannie,’
with an ample preface, 8vo. Lond. 1638 ; but he
left behind him in manuscript, ¢ The Antiquities
and Survey of Worcestershire :” ¢¢ Part of this
saok,” says Wood, ¢ Ihave seen, and perused 5
*1 that every leaf is a sufficient testimony of

his genr._":'ous, and virtuous mind 3 ~f his iadefati-
gable” ifdustry, and infinite reading > and, ¢Of
e Cathedral Church, and Bishops of Worcester,’”
writlen with Lis own hand, in a thin folio. The
preamble, quoted by Woud, isa specimen of the
style of the age—¢¢ God’s et«,mdl empn'e of heaven |

* See Mash’s Worcestershire, vol. 1. page 585,%and in page
. 588 is a view of Hendhp House 5 fvith engraved portraits of
John Habington the founder, ‘I‘homas, and Mary his wife.
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endureth for ever.”” He, also, Jaid the grcund-
work of * Tuc History of Edward EV.” efter-
wards completed and published by his son.
William Habinigton ~vas born at Hendlip, in
Worcestershire, cn the 4th or 5th of November, :
1605 ; and received his education at St. Omer’s and
in Paris. He was earnestly pressed by the Jesuits
to belong to their order; and, to dvoid their impor<
tunities, returned to England, where he finished
his. studies under the immediate eye of his father :
and applied himself, in particular, tohistory. Re-
port speaks of him as ¢ an accomplished gentle.
man.” e married Lucia, daughter, of William
Jord Powis; the lady whom he has celebrated
under the mame of Castara, and who is described
by Winstanly, in his lives of the poets, as “a
lady of rare endowments and beauty.” }Tabmg..
ton died. Nov~.aber 30th, 1654: one yéur after
Cromwell’s* elevation to the protectorsl‘.lp, and
wus buried in the family vault at Hendlip. )

% Woud inginuates, in a vague manner, that ¢ this William
< ‘{Tabington did run with the times, and was not unknown to
Oliver the usurper.” Thafmen of uprizht and honourable minds
were enlisted both ‘G the manarchical and popular side must be
acknowledged by all, in whom the bigotry of party has not ex-

~ tinguished charity. Bntragainst Woo&’s surmise we haye the
strongest possible presumptive evidence. Habington was a
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Exclusive of the Castara, which will presently
be considered, he was the author ¢f a tragi-comedy
entitled “The Queen of Arragon ;> which che pre-
sented to the Tarl of Pembrc‘a{e, Lord Chamber-
lain of the household to Chaxlesthe First. It was
acted at Court and the Black-I'riars ; and printed
at Loudon in folio, 1640. It now appears in
Dodsley’s collection of old plays. Of his ¢ His-
tory of Edward IV. King of England,” Lond.
1640, fol. Wood tells us without probability, that
the work was both  written and published at the
desire of Charles the First :”> We have seen that it

* was begun by Habington the father. He adds,

Roman Catholic ; and it is not likely that he should side with
the Presbyterians : he was full of courtly loyalty; and it is
= juite improbable that he should pass to the extreme of repub-

!icz{nlsn}% The passages

!md who were busie here ~

A'le gone to sow sedition in the shxre.
and L}

Only a pure devotion to the king,

In whose just cause vshoever ﬁghis must be

Triumphart,
are too strong to admitof so sudden aud radical a chanve noa
man of principle, which Habington appears to have been. Lang-
baine quaintly speaks of*him as « a gentleman who lived in the
civil was, and, slighting Bellona, gave himselffentirely to the

Muses 3” and the probulnlnt:l tha?g he teok no active part in;
the state commotions.
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that ““it was by many esteemed “fo have a style

sufficiently florid, and better becoming a poetical, |
than historical subject.”” In the ¢ Complefe History
of England,” 1706 ; the tw. first volumes of which
were complied by Hughes the poet, Habington’s
Life of Bdward is inserted among other adopted
lives. He also wrote  Observations on History,™
London, 1641, octavo.

There is a copy of the Castara in the Ili-
prary of St. John’s College, Oxford ; this bears
date 1634, and is the first edition. A second, in
octavo, succeeded in 1635 ; and a third, with addi-
tions, of a small duodecimo size, in 1640 ; The final
arrangement of the work was in three parts, under
different titles, and each introduced by a charac-
ter in prose. The first, The Mistress, contains
the poems addressed to the Lady Lucia during
his courtship ;. “ue second, The Wife, ixcludes
those which he composed after their marriage. © On
this second part is ingrafted The Friend ; a collec-
tion of funeral elegies ; which is preceded, dike the
former, with a prose character, and is evidently a
distinct part of itself. Itis, therefore, so disposed
in the present editiot. The tuird, or, as I have
printed it, the fourth part, is entitled The” Holy
Man ; and consists of devotional picces. Krom a
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They meet but with unwholesome springs,
And summers, which infectious are; i
They heare but when the meremaid singsy
And onely see the falling starre;

Wko ever dare
Affirme no woman chaste and fair.

There is, perhaps, something of the manner,
though not quite the smoothness of Waller, in

these stanzas on an embrace:

Bout th’ husband oke the vine

Thus wreathes, to kisse hisleavy face s
Their streams thus rivers joyne,

And lose themselves in the embrace ;

‘But trees want sence, when they infold,

And waters, when they meet, are cold.
Thus turtles bill, and grone

Their loves into each other’s eare ;
Two flames thus burne in one,

When their curl’d heads to lieaven they reare ;
But hirdé want soul, though not desiré;
And flames materiall soon-expire. .

The poems to the memory of his friend Talbou
‘have the common faul. of poetical sorrow: they
are too elaborate in fancy for the natural cffusiony
of grief. But to this there are exceptions. The be-
ginning of his-address to the spirit of the departed,
is unaflectedly tencer and solemn. -
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‘Let me contemplatethee, fair eHule! and thouglh
I cannot tracke the way, which thou didst goe
In thy celestiall journey, and my heart
‘Expanssion wants, to thinke what nrw thou art,
How bright and wide thy glories; yzt I may
Remember thee, as thou wert in thy clay ;
Best object to my heart! what virtues be
Inherent even to ‘the least thought of thee !

- We meet occasionally with original and philo-
sophic reflexion :
But all we poets glory in, is va.ine
And empty triumph ; art can not regaine
One poore houre lost, nor reskew a small fiye
By a foole’s finger destinate to die.
In the lines that conclude these elegies, no one
can fail to recognize the poet. The conceit of the
ashes of the pious dead exhaling odours, cenveys
a dlsagreeable association ; but he is not the only
writer wno has adopted it. The splmdor of dic-
tion and imagery which distinguishes this passage,
“is such as to pla.ce the genius of Habington i in a
.vcry conspmuous light,  °
Thou eclips’d dust ! expecting breake of day D
From the thicke mists about thyflombe, T’le pay,
Like the just larke, the tribute of n.y verse.
I will invite thee from thy envious herse

s rise, and bout the werld tbﬁbeam's to gpread,
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The prose, interspersed with the volume, shou.d:
not pass without notice. ~ Itis a yaluable celie of
this author’s well-principled and cultivated mind.
Tt has a tincture of that floridness, objected by
Wood to his histotical style, and is coloured oc--
casionally with something of the quaintness of wit,
which we remark in Burton; but there is great
pithiness of sense, and closeness of expression “n.
what Habington writes. ¢“Her language,” he
observes of a virtuous mistress, ¢¢is mot copious,.
but apposite; and she had rather sufter the re-.
proach of being dull in company, than haye the
title of witty with that of bold and wanton. TIny
her carriage she is sober; and thinks her youth
expresseth life enough, without the giddy motion,
fashion of late has taken up. She danceth to the
best applause, but doates not on the yanity of its:
nor Fcenseth an irregular meeting to ‘Taunt the
levity of her skill. She sings, but not perpe..
“nally; for she knows that silence, in a woman,
is the most perswading oratory. She mever arri--
ved 1o so mueh familiarity with a man, as to know
the diminutive of his name, and call him by it;
and she can <Low a competent favor, without
yielding her hand to his gripe.”



PREFATORY ESSAY. 15

-

Of a wife he fays, ¢ She is so true a friend,
Yer husband may to her communicate even his
ambitions, and, if success crown not expectation,
remain, névcrtheless, uncontemned. She is col-
league with him in the empire of prosperity, and a
safe retiring place, when adyersity exiles him from
the world. = She is so chaste she never understood
(ot 1anguage lust speaks in, nor with a smile ap-
plauds it, although there appear wit in the meta-
phore.”

Iu the eyes of those, who value a medal for
its rust, it will not detract from the merit of
Habingten, that his verses, more especially his
couplets, are sometimes broken and rugged : that
they are, sometimes, clogged with parenthesis, and
bharshly jangled out of tune by rough and arbi-
trary elisions of letters and syllables. The admi-
rers of elassical simplicity will not fail, also; to
dctcct,' in several of his compositions, a fanlty
mixture of metaphysical pedantry, which insinuates
itself amorig passages of, -otherwise, smvular de-
lxcacy and beauty.

When he once gives the rein to his 1ma¢r|uatlon,
he seems unable to retain the mast~ry of ’lt.

What should we feare Castara #ythe copl aire,
That’s faloe in love; and‘wantons’in thy haire,
«
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are perpetually sought, anlare made, when they
‘ewnnot readily be found. Of this class of poeus,
fron whom the praise of hcppy ingenuity and a
learned fancy is not always to be withheld, it is
the most rcxﬁarl{gble characteristic, that they are
for ever endeavouring to assimilate things, in them=~
“selves essentially dissimilar ; and what they evi-
aently value as their finest strolkes of fancy, are
those chimerical parallels between objects incon-
gruous in their nature, which are brought into a
forced connexion of mock analogy, by dint of a
certain dexterity in twisting ideas, and playing
upon words. Suchis their fondness' for this ap-
proximation of contraries, that they will resort to.
the lowest, and most disgusting allusions, for the
sake of displaying their acutencss, effecting a
sudden surprise, and producing an uunexpected
contrast.. Who would expect such an illusration
as the following, in an ode upon Platonic Love?

Come, T wil' undeceive thee ; they that tread
- These vain aeriall wayes, 4
Are like young heirs and alehemysts, misled
To waste their wealth a4 dayes;;
't searching thus to be for ever fich,
'I‘Iz@ only find 4 med'cine for the itch.
Wiruras CARTRIGHT,
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Ancther peculiarity affected by these writers;
is an inhappy ruggedness of measure, that scems to
defy every principlé of rhythmical modulation.
Whether in thus pu‘ting verse to the torture they
meant to convey the impression of an easy neg-
ligence, it is impossible to say; but dislocation,
rather than collocation of syllables, appears to
have been the rule of their adopted harmony. An
and or a the is not seldom put in requisition for
the terminating rhyme; and the ear cxperiences a
sensation analogous to that which is communicated
by the joltings of a coach-wheel on a stony road.
So far from any regard being paid to the Tambic*
cadence, which, as Pope truly observed, influences
more or less the melodious flow of English verse,
there is, seemingly, an anxiety to obstruct the
uniform 1eturn of a stated emphasis ; and the poet
chuses to be guided by no other criterion, than
the necessity of squeezing so many syllables into
the line. Itisnot the least absurd feature of that
balled-mongering taste, which has flowed in upon

* Tt is idle to 4is.uic-about ‘he suitableness of *%. an-
cient metr*cal terms to modern prosody ; it is er_agh that
they ave converient: aad whatever we may chuse to deno-
minate the regularly recurring stress on particular syllables,
the principle is the same.
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PART SECOND, . 225

Of setled goodnesse! ‘Who shéll;henceforth stand
‘A pure example, t0 enforme the land
Of her loose riot 2 Who shall counterchecke
The wanton pride of greatnesse; and direct
Strayed honour in the true magnificke way 2
Whose life sha‘]l.shgw what trinmph tis £ obey
The hard commands of reason? And how sweet
The nuptials are, when wealth and learning mcet ?
‘Who will with silent piety confute
Atheisticke sophistry, and by the fruite
Approve religion’s tree? Who’ll teach his hlood
A virgin law, and dare be great and good 2
‘Who will despise his stiles? and nobly weigh
In judgment’s ballance, that his honor’d clay
Hath no advantage by them? Who will live]
So innocently pious, as to give g ;
The world no scandall > Who'll himself deny,
And to warme passion a colde martyr die?
My griefe distracts me. . If my.zeal hath said
What checks.the living, know I serve the dead.
F'he dead, who needs no monumental vaulis,
With his pale ashes to entombe his faults ;
Whose sins beget no libeis, whom the poore
For bencfity for worth the rich.adore :

Q














































































PART SECOND. -25%;

Nor when you did to court repaire,
Did you your manners alter with the ayre.
You did your madesty retaine,
Your faithfull dealing, the same tongue and braines
Nor did all the soft flattery there i 2
Inchant you so, but still you truth could heare :
And though your roofes were richly guilt,
The basis was on no ward’s ruine built :
Nor were your vassals made a prey,
And for 't to curse the coronation day.
And though no bravery was knowne
To. outshine yours, you onely spent your owne.
For ’twas the indulgence of Fate, :
“To give y’ a moderate minde, and bounteous state :
But I, my lord, who have no friend
Of fortune, must begin where you doe end.
Tis dang’rous to approach the fire
Of action 3 nor is’t safe, farre to retire.
Yet better lost i’th’ multitude
Of private men, than on thestate t’ intrude,
And hazard, for a doubtfull smile,
My stocke of fame, and inward peace to spoile.
- I'le therefore nigh some murm’ring brooke
That wantons through my meddowes, with =
boolke,















































































































288 CASTARA.

What now hath life to boast of 2 Can I have

A thought lesse darke than th’ horrour of the grave,

Now thou dost dwell below 2 Wer’t not a fault

Past pardon, to raise fancie *bove thy vault 2

Hnylér‘sacred house in which his reliques sleep !

Blest marble give me leave:t” approach, and weepe

These vowes to thee! for since great Talbqt’s
gone

Downe to thy silence, I commerce with none

But thy pale people s and in t'_hat confute

Mistaken man, that dead men'are not mute.

Delicious beauty; lend thy flatter’d eare

Accustom’d to warme whispers, and thow’lt heare

Tow their cold Janguage tels thee, that thy skin

Is but a beautious shrine, in which black sin

| Is idoliz’d ; thy eyes but spheares where lust

Hath its Toose motion ; and thy end is dust.

Great Atlas of the' state, descend with me

But hither, and this vault shall furnish thee

With more ayisos, than thy costly spyes,

And show how false are all those mysteries

Tny sect receives; and though thy pallace swell

With envied pride, °tis here that thou must dwell.

kt will instruct you, eourticr, that your art

Of opthud‘siiibot’hnesse and a rugged heart



















































PART THIRD. 305

>Tis true, they now seeme darke : but rather we
Have by a cataract lost sight, than he,

Though dead, his glory. So to us blacke night
Brings darknesse, when the sunne retains his light.
Thou eclips'd dust ! expecting breake of day
From the thicke mists about thy tombe, Ile pay,
Like the just larke, the tribute of my verse z

I will invite thee from thy envious herse

To rise, and *bont the world thy beames to spread,
That we may see there’s brightnesse in the dead.
My zeale deludes me not.. What perfumes come
From th’ happy vault? In her sweet martyrdome
The vard breathes never so, nor so the rose,
When the enamour’d Spring by kissing blowes
Soft blushes on her cheeke, nor th’ early Tast,
Vying with Paradice, i th’ pheenix nest.

These gentle perfumes usher in the day,

Which from the night of his discolour’d clay
Breakes on the sudden : fora soule so bright

Of force must to her earth cantribute light.

In dew, in tint the same, the star and hoswer 3
For both confess the queen of beauty’spower:
Perchatce their sweets the same : bt thiis more nigh
Exhales its br ath, and that imbruime the «Kky.

x
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PART FOURTH. v 361

Close, like the marigold at night,
Opprest with dew to bath my sin.

My eares shut up that easie dore,
Whichdid proud fallacies admit -

And vow to hear no follies more ;
Deafe tothe charmes of sin and wit.

My hands (which when they toucht some faire
Tmagin’d such an excellence,

As th' ermine’s skin ungentle were)
Contract themselves, and loose all sence.

But you bold sinner ! still pursue
Your valiant wickednesse, and brave

Th Almighty iustice : hee’le subdue,
And make you cowards in the grave.

Then, when he as your judge appeares,
In f]'m you’le tremble and lament,

And hope to soften him with teares,
T~ ao adyantage penitent.. |












PART FOURTH. 365

Did to the hazard of the armie bring :
Ounely a pure devotion to the king,
In whose just cause wheever fights, must be
Triumphant : since even Jeath is victory.
And whatis life, that we to wither it
To a weeke wrinckled age, should torture wit
To find out Nature’s secretes : what doth length
Of time deserve, if we want heate and strength 2
‘When a brave quarrell doth to armes provoke,
Why should we feare to venter this thin smolke,
This emptie shadow, life ? this, which the wise
As the foole’s idoll, soberly dispise ? ]
Why should we not throw willingly away
A game we cannot save, now that we may
Gain honour by the gift ? since, haply, when
‘We onely shall be statue of men,

_And our owne monuments, peace will deuy
Our wretched age so brave a cause to dye.

~ But these are thoughts : And action tis doth

give

A soule to courage, and make virtue live :
Which doth not dwell upon the valiant tongue -
Of bold philosophie, bu* ‘n the strong































































386 . PART FOURTH.

But he, whome heavenly fire doth warme,
And ’gainst these powerfull follies arme,
Doth soberly disdaine
All these fond humane misteries,
As the Geceitfoll and unwise
Distempers of our braine.

He as a burden beares his clay,

Yet vainely throwesit notaway
On every idle cause :

But, with the same untroubled eye,

Can or resolve to live or dye,
Regardlesse of th’ applause.

My God ! If’tis thy great decree

That this must the last moment be
Wherein I breath this ayre ;

My heart obeyes, joy’d to retreate

From the false favours of the great,
And treachery of the faire.

Wien thou shal’ nlease this soule t* enthrowne
Above imtare corruption,
What should I grieve or feare,
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AMPHION ! oh thou holy shade

- 264
By those chaste Jamps, which yeeld a silent
& - light - - - - - 57
Banish’d from you, I charg’d the nimble wind 129
Blest temple hail;where the chaste altar stands - 131
Bight "dew, which dost the field adorn ~E32
Bright Saint, thy pardon, if my sadder verse - 223
’Bout th’ husband oke the vise - - 237
Boast not the reverend Vatican, nor all.

- 304
Checke thy forward thoughts, and know - 97
Cupid’s dead ; who would not dye_- 2 ~S101

Castara, whxsper in some dead man’s care - 91
Castara, weep not though her tombe appeare - 194

Castara, oh you are too prodigal - 1200
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- e ALPHABETICAL INDEX.
Castara, see that dust, the sportive wind - 205
Castara, you too fondly court - - 207

Chaste as the Nun’s first vow, as fairlybright - 205 _

Doe not _their prophane orgies hi

Dost not-thou, Castara, read - 104
Dare not too farre, Castara, for th - 135
Did you not see, Castara, when the king - 176
Fond love himself hopes to disguise - 95

Fly on thy swiftest wing ambitious Fame - 103
Faire mistresse of the earth, wi.h garlands

crown’d - - - 122
Forsake me not so soone ; Castara, stay - 180
Forsake with me the earth, my faire - 108,
Forgive my enyy to the world, while T - 319
Fain, Madam, you - - - 355
Fix me on scme bleake precipice - - 358
Give me a heart, where no impure - - 266
Goe stop the swift-wing’d moments in their

flight = <= - - %= 908

“How fancie mockes me ; by th> effect I prove -~ 121
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He, who is good, is happy : let the loude - 147
Harke! how he trmtor wmd doth court

- 152
- 181

279
371
5%
- 73
Irshe should dye, as well suspect wve may - 92
1 am engag’d to sorrow, and my heart - 309
It shall not grieve me, friend, though what
I write - - - 154
Lheard a sigh, and something in my eare - 201 .
“L,like the greene plush, which your meadows
weare - - - 227
If your example be obey’d - - 248

I hate the countrey’s dirt and manners, yet - 274 ‘
, Iwonder, when W’ are dead, whatmen will

| sayd® - - - 2717
In What darke silent grove = - 377

°
Let the chaste PAeenix from the ﬂdu ery ‘ast - 49

Leamcd shade of 'I“z cho Brache*wl.o to us - 89
e ° .
~ j o® }\;
2 .
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Looke backe, Castara, from thy eye & k)
Let silence close thy troubled eyes - - 138
Like the violet, which alone - - - 166

Let not thy grones force Eccho from her caye - 239
Let me- contemplate thee, faire soule, and

3 though By o - 290
Love, I no orgies sing ~ = 316

My Muse, great lord, when last you heard her

5 sing - - - {18
M ore weleome my Castara than was light ‘- 146
May you drinke beare; or that ad:lterate wine 186
My thoughts are not so rugged, nor doth earth 210
My name, deare friend, ev’n thy expiring breath 293

My soule, when thou and T - =<

Not still ¥ th’ shine of kings ; thou dost retire 62

Nimble boy in thy warme flight - - 99
<Nor monument of me remaine - - 313
Noe marble statue, nor high - - 325

OL whither dost thou fly 2 cannot my vow = 258

Pronounce me gui'ty of a bla~ker crime - 125

e
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2 (P °
P T °
'ng fb weete cherubin, for we have choice 68

thy watry charriot, cotirteous Thames - 117
Scorn’d in thy walry urne, Narelssus, lye - 128
ﬁtay undar thi lund shdtlow of this tree - 134
my € silence doth invite e - 184

e ; unthrifty Death - 185

uscovxt, whose furre andstore 26®

7;proud man, so high - - 352

Supreame ‘Dlvvx‘mtle! whoyet. - - 374
Transfix me with that flaming dart s T

Th’ Arabian wind, whose breathing gently blows 110
’Tis madnesse to give physicke to thedead - 114
‘The lesser people of the aire conspire - 116
_Plauks, Cupid, but the coach of Venus moves 120
’Tis I Castara, who, when thou wert gone - 124
Thrice hath the pale-faced empresse of the night 126
Twas night; when Phebe, guided by thy rayes 162
This day is ours; the marriage angel now - 173
Tyrant o’re’Tyrants, thou, who onely dost - 214
The breath of Time shall blast thé flowery
sprmg - - 2215
The rveverend man, by mugrcke of his Taycrt 216
Thy vows are heard,and thy C;hhra 5 name - 218

o ° £ A
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Thou art return’d, greate lighf,’tdj.‘t at blest

houre - o Tk
They meet but with unw: ‘iolesome. Aprmgs -
The laural doth your reverenc tem reath
Though my deare Talbot’s fate exa =
2Tis falSe arathmaticke to sa) -

>Twere malice to thy fame to \veep

Talbot is dead ; like, lightening, which no part 287
There is no peace in sinne: eternall war - "0l
P]lme, oh greate all-knowing God - 1809)
Y ha.t shadowe your faire body made eyt
To the cold humble hermitage - - 338
Time, where didst thou those years inter - 380
The soule, which doth with God unite s —983
Vowes are vaine : nosuppliant breath - 186
Wheream I 2 not in heaven ; for oh ! [ feele 590
‘While you dare trust the loudest tongu> of fame 76
Why doth the stubborne iron prove. - st
ng’d with delight, yet such as still doth
beare - - = 8F
108

Why haste you hence, Castara, can the earth -

230

231
233

- 244

253
285
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With - your calme precepts goe, and lay a
storme - - . - 123

‘What shoulde we feare, Castara ? the cdoleaire 145
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