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impression ; nor did he wish to divest himself
of it. . From an analogy with! the!imaterial
sworld, he. thought it highly. probah
there. existed an.infinity of creatures
a. progressive; chain ,of; excellent:
approached  the perfection; of the, Diy
The, Supreme Being might choose: toeffect
his purposes by their ministry, a‘u,ld}:emight
ordain that they should influence the human
race, by their awful admonitions. . [ & iiow
11/ This opinionvhad prevailed cover: everyxer |
gion of the globe. It was not only sanction-
ed: by ‘the wisest: sages of antxqulty, but by
ithe inspired volume: itself. oo 1]

« Leopold, :raptiin subhme enthusxasm‘ :
solved to seek the tomb of his: beloved and
there invoke her: shade. Baigsl
5i1 'The last rays: of the sun: tmged ‘the Cai‘pa—
thiat mountains;  as:he! bent his steps towards .
<the:woods that embosomed: Cloister Firnwald.
‘Aniundefinable; foreboding: ofiievil.oppressed
him;'and 50 tremblingly alive were his nerves,
sthit every sylvansound startled him ; his heart




isl

flattered if ‘but ‘a ' withered ‘cone from’ the
Gedarfell in his path,” or the yellow leaves of
anitumi whitled in“the bddyihg breeze. " The
serene Theauty<of the evening landscape gra~
| oothied his troubled faney'; ‘but] on
diseovering the spires of theabbey, he paused,
and for’ a'while could not’ summon'courage
t0, proceed 4

%/Phé ruins wore an air of more ! than their

wontcd desolation, involved: as ‘they were in
the -mystic obscurity of - twilight: horror
brooded onthe fallen pile.
¢'The Marquis, as he approached: it,: ima-
: omed he could percelve ashadowy form flit
along the aisles’y he advanced: 2 few paces,
it could notdiscern it again. ~=
He feared to traverse the intricate clmslsers
-ands passing through the: laurel * .grove, he
sseohed the cemetery byla circuitous path.
LA deéper gloom darkened his: spirits ashe
{drewnear? the=5epulchral urn v ihstead: of
teﬂectmg* on-the blissful repose of his - Ernes-
*tine! che ‘wazed on ithe hallowed: turf within

EY
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Leopold_( whlle a,,thrlll of meﬁ'able rapture
ted h -

pefiboxered, pmens,

pance for, ﬂée].l' g:pil Se e
e"xhq;h? witches; of the glen t firit
ed, ,hq@theu yrr\g;vels there, an nften fss
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<L thought myself too happy for'un’
earth]y creature;! and trembled lest: some:
unforeseen misfortune should befal me. .1How!
prophetic were my fears ! < But tell me/'dear
one, ‘where have 'you been ?'’ W hat powerhas!
torn you from me p /I was led-to: belleVe youz
had perished in theowild.” {
(ea 11 was indeed ‘exposed: tothe tempest’s
fury;’*she ‘replied, < and lay buried 'under
thie stiows of Mount Tran.” The pulse of life
 had almost ceased to beat, when' my brother;
led By‘tb‘e traces of my feet, discovered me:
!l5< Onie fatal evening, ‘on his return’ from the
palace, Casimir had revealed to me that' Fre:
derica loved you. Though the thoughtof the
calamities which' 1 ‘might: ‘bring on my’ cou-
try, by preventmg your' ‘elevatiotito the'throtie;
phmged me*in the" (Ieepest grlef “L'eotild ot |
consent o J'eSIgn you: " But when' IfWas“pi‘eL
served from death’ as if by divire linterposi-
tion, in the feryor of my gratltude Tiresolved
to' sacrifice’ what was “inost “deéar’ to ‘me on
earth, and putste the path of dﬂty;‘ however
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fatalidt might proyel: o my! happiness. 1
regarded’ my sbrother as the instrument! of
heaven, and determined to obey the principles:
which che had ‘taught:me to.revere. . I had;,
till inow; been irather the child of innecence;
t]]éll;_l theiivotaress of virtue ; ‘but, the severest,
of trials awaited me. .The voice of duty bade
me:banish myself from you for ever: L shrunk
from the dreadful ordeal,—but my courage
revived, when I reflected on the blessings
which our country would enjoy beneath your
SWaY. Ffedgrica would ' be protected  fromi
the power of Vedova: her tenderness would
gradually soothe your. gnef for my loss.”’

/1£ Generous, exalted ereature !’ cried the
Marquxs, regardmg her. thh enthusmstlc ves

L Wh;]e you»ldeemed me hvmg,;’ he e~
PJM? .¢f no persuasions. Tywas sensible, would
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e percelved that the voice of
dut er lbppos'ed he‘r"'union;’ai‘]d she
owned, while tears tr rembled in her eyes, ‘that
were she bereft of Leopold she should
regret Tla.vmg been snatched from the’ grasp

hea the"love]y creature, who, to‘ shleld 1115
bosom from the poignard, had recelved It in
her own. ' How mten,stmg Was the la‘nguor !

{S*"'
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brance of it floated” across lleimﬁmcy,” she-
sighed o ‘think thow ‘illusive her“hopes had
proyed. The deep sense ‘of huimai! depravﬂ:y,
which she had received from the'treacliery of
her minister, ‘and’ 'Vedova’s guilt,"conspired
to shed over her a’pensive” gloom ! 'Shettlew
for refuge from the fatiguing g onictics of the
court, to' thé hosom ‘of Drnestine.” i

Though she envied not the heayenly repose

“Syhich'her friend enjoyed, ‘when the morning

came, “a‘pp(iinteﬂ’ for ‘the nuptials; svhich she
‘had ‘requested ‘might e solemnized in' the
“palace; a Yague undeﬁnable sudness opplessed
" her:

She 1eproached herself" for yleldmg to'it,
and to recover her serenity, walked into the
s park ‘and bent het' steps toward the lakel:

" A5 she wandered’ thrdﬂgh'"tlié“f‘blooming'
' Wilaérpeés “of” shfubs’ ‘and” flowers,” a' delici-
<“ous Tanguor 'diffused itself over er; but it
was tinged with ‘melancholy when' ‘shef re-
* Heoted, that" instead of ‘atfracting thé tender
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sudden sense of ‘her vamty covel;mﬂyher
confusion ~ww  Diiea &0 1

14° Had - Brnestine; /" she cxcla}med “((hs—
covered me:tracing ‘my features: muthe glasay
flood, T should have arretrievably sunk:i i hel
opinion, much more in Casimir’s, = b5

Shie :perceived on the:grass mear the fifar-
gin of the lake a set of tablets, which seemed:
to have: been dropped: there . bys accident.
They were richly wrought, land" closed ' with:
clasps: ofgold. . She could:not! repres: her
desire;{ of -opening: them, for she knew: they:
belonged: ito - Gount! Faulconstein; ! Over the
first: leaves: were - scattered ‘several ‘pieces :of
poetry. :(They breathed a refined and romantic:
tenderness, and she burned. with: curiosity to:
discover who wasithe fair-one thathad: :mspn'ed

Ryith

al equestergd foun
she beheld the Gount: 1cclthg latthe foot oft
a ‘plau&,‘@thgt spread-over -him ! its:canopy of*
lea:ygs. s ;’;I—Igisggygsi_rééted~ onan antiquel statue!

@i W=—r— v 1 thase oo {lede ad oo
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of the nymph Egeria.  In'the air-and atti-
tude of the sculptured naiad, was that:calm
reposing . majesty, ~which «belongs/ to! ‘im-
mortal “beings;> and her:lifted - hand ‘seemed
to ' warn:prophane intruders:’ from ‘the 'hal:
lowed spot. ' : 3

The Queen pressed the ‘velvet turf 50
gently, that'he heard not her'steps. *He con-
tinued ' gazing ‘on' the statue, and'atlength
exclaimed : - “/Those: features, * though mo-
delled after the idea of perfect beauty, wnich
resides-only -in the imagination i could not
vié with ' her's. ' Oh ! ‘that ‘she - dwelt ‘like
this fabled !divinity, in'some sylvamw solitude;’
that I might offer her my heart without being
accused ‘of guilty ambition. ' Here every scene’
nourishes the fite that condumes ‘me; ** Fare’
well then for ever, ye haunts of my beloved. '
' “?Misstrange;’” thought the Queen; ¢ Count
Fauleonstéin should conceal his love, through’
the dread of ' being ‘charged with' présump-
tion:)2 Ifs ki can vinfluence 7 the scornful ‘fair='
one, he shall not sigh in vain. Why
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should my presence’ startle you 2* she said;
coming forward: . The Count was too much
confused to reply, nor did his embarrass-
ment diminish, when he saw. his tablets in
her haud. ! '

¢ I ¢ome,” she resumed smiling, <*to:dissi-
pate the cloud of despair. " Who is this ‘cruel
beauty ?* Do not refuse to confide in me.”” -

% What do I hear,” cried the impassioned
Casimir, < do you then bid me reveal my
love >—No. ' T deceive myself: yet I have
gone too far to recede. Pardon, Frederica,
the presumptuous avowal : ['was unconscious
how fatal your charms would prove to my
repose, till' chance gave me the power. of
rescuing you from the Falls of Hela. T per-
ceived my perils 1 fled from the fascination,
and buried myself in selitude. ' But since T
have discovered that your affectionsare  free,
in'vain have I struggled to'stifle the flame
which bums and must for' ever burn in my
boson’.* &0 i is
" The - Queen thought Ter senses: decelved
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Before Casimir, could, recover: from:- his
confusion, she was gene. . He pursued herito.
implore her forgiveness; but the Lady-Elfrida‘
had joined her at theextremity of ithe walk.;

He. returned to -the fountain, -and -,ﬂl‘rew
himself on the moss that margined its brink;
overpowered with grief and shame. ¢ With

~what an air: of offended majesty;’’ ‘he:ex-!
claimed, ¢ she turned away from me:.iThe:
glow, of indignation: flushed her cheek:' She!
flies me ;—she, abandons - me to..despair::
Deprived. of her esteem}; regarded by her'as
designing and. ambitious, (in. vain should I
-seek shelter under the laurels ®of, my: €on-
science..  Yet though Frederica scorns me I,
will not_ cease to watch over her.; In being:
banished from her presence;; what . grieves
me most is, my. inability to, warn . ‘her against!
the penls which may gather round her.”* 1o«

Count xFaulponstem s musings, were mter— 2
rupted by the faint swell of the organ, from .
the royal chapeL He started up : it wasthe:
hour appomteﬂ for hls sister’s nuptials. .. He,:
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hurried towards “the 'palace T Wil hot
suffer! iy giefs,;** hecried, to’ cloud 'the
hdppinéss bof “Ernestine > 'His heart beat
quickon/enteritig the hall : /it was thironged
with! guests but ﬂle Queen had 1ot yet ap~
. pwed 31 banr

i THe blushmg ‘bride ‘sat ‘near 'her Leopold
Oum seeing her brother, Her eyes beamed with
affection; rand she’ oently reproached him for
his "~ absence: ¢ T was' beo'mnmg ‘to’ regard
it; % sheisaid, “‘as an'evil Omen.” @

- /Fhe Cardinal stood ‘apart from ‘the 'g'ué'std -
obserying with mahguant pléasure the secret
confusion of CAinir. As ihe“leaVes of the"
door uiifelded,’ Ieadmg “the “cabinet’ “of
Brederica), the Count 'turned‘paﬂe and” cast
-down'‘his e:yiz&' feari ﬁg* to ‘meet’ hér glance
Instead o' receiving' the ‘fiobles, as’ she’ ‘was'
wont todé, With 'a’ smile’ Ibl’“captﬁaﬁng'
sweetiie§s;’ $he ooked ‘rotind’ Qv“lth*a haughty

JOTIT

air;and i some moments Wié’ sﬂeht T Baron X
Ardulf” who ‘Camé'in's ﬁl her’ Was mlbﬁ
initpressed’s W‘?fﬁ’thé fhost pa "”f‘uff: 'Ini‘ i



L1172

<« What! does! the hypocrite: deserve;; my
loxds,’: she said’in’ a,tone: of indignation,
<¢ who, under colour. of the most ardent. zeal
has carried on a design to subyert my poyer,
and: deprive me of my freedom 222 .
. «She hent her frowning eyes -on Casimir.

Their lightning pierced his)soul.,, He was
going to' fall at her feet, .when Frluh who
triumphed. in his _lmmlhatlon, exclaimed;:
< The dreariest dungeon, the most g&lli;lg
«chains; would be toomild a punishment, for
his gualt, .| He deserves: to be broken on the
wheel:?s Lol i

g Such then be the. tr altor $: doom eried
Frederica,  drawing a letter.from beneath her
robe : ithe. Count thought, it his; death-war-
vant. y g
. “Read tlus, hely Caldmal} she ska,lgl,

and your sentence, perhaps;: will, be more
{mereiful?’ s 3
v Noi sooner: did Frlu glance on, the seroll,
than: ;a. livid, paleness . overspread.
 tenance 5 and it dropped from his; trembhng
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hand. ¢ t*Svas @ letter which he' had written
some months before: 'to: Vedova;, urging him
to* hasten “his) atrocious' demgn agamst the
(@teRn, YL Jeval
The guests‘ were lost” in “amazement.
< Your own lips; *resumed Frederica, “have
Pronounced Oyour doom; | but mercy shall
Anelineg ‘the'scale of justice! TLive, Friuli, but
‘pass the remnant - of ‘your days in" ignomini-
wotis exile:”’" ' The Minister bowed in silence,
1and, unable’ to bear the 'scorn imprinted  on
“évery countenance, rushed from'the hall.
<« With reluctance,” said Frederica; ' I
'have been induced tofulfil this duty. You.
“5will ‘believe how abhorrent ‘to‘my feelings ‘it
18" to punish’ even'the guilty. ' I will atone,
my lords, for havmg thrown a gloom over
Jthis sacred’ hour; by an act of Justlce far
more suifed toit.” I
‘While she spoke a brlghter ﬁund sparkled
i “her eyes 5 T have been' importuned by -
‘the’cotineil oﬁthe state to'chioose’ a partner of
“niy thione, ' I'might endanger the liberties of



1!

prmce

% The Huno'arlaxis 5 mterrupted Lco

are of their uohts, 1%
sucll enthusiastic’ homage

< am persuaded  redur
iy will! approw: of
centred my ‘affections in' one, wl
descended from a line of ‘kitigs; “is
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of despalr, to the consciousness that, her ‘heart
beat in unison with his own! How heaven-
ly. iwas. it to reflect, that ere many weeks
had ﬂed, she would be his ! By adhering to
the, pllIlClPleS of lectltude, he had foiled. the
basc demgns against her, and prospered in,
his fondcbt hopes.

The Queen, read, in the approvmg mur-
murs that. ran through the ae.sembly, and. i
the tears of: Ernestine, whom she prevented
from kneehng at her fect and tenderly em-
braced, how, deep ‘a sensation; of joy the
avowal of her: regard for Count Faulcon-
stem had produced She bade the Abbot. no
longer defer the nuptlal rites, and, drawing.
: nde ‘within her own, pm-

ghmpse of the fountam,
1 Count. hoy. falsely he had
mt pr ] c:r surprise and confusion., o

<< But for you, Casimir,” she sa.ld & what 2,

gloomy misanthrope .shouLd I have become
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