








Rl PREr4CEv !

"'t’nat thé‘- feeming drﬁagreemem; does - 1iot \
involve a contradiftion, as it proceeds not °
from an inconfiftency, but from a revolu-
tion in the fentiments of the author.

From my youthful courfe of reading,
and early habits of fociety and converfation,
aided perhaps by that natural but fecret
bias which the inclination gives to the
judgment, I had been led to entertain
that common, but, as I muft now think,
delufive and groundlefs hope, that the
Stage, under certain regulations, might be
converted into a {choel of virtue ; and thus,
like many others, inferred, by a feemingly
reafonable conclufion, that though a bad
plathould always be a bad thing, yet the’
reprefentation of a good one might become
not oply harmlefs but uleful; and that
it required nothing more than a correét
judgment and a critical {election, to tranf-
form a pernicious pleafure inwo a profitable
entertainment. :

On thefe grounds, (while perhaps, as
was intimated above, it was nothing more

than
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. #than the%x propenity,) 1
was led to flatter myfelf that it might
be rendering that inferior fervice to fociety
which the fabricator of fafe and innocent
amufements may reafonably be fuppofed to
confer, to attempt fome theatrical com-
pofitions, which, whatever other defeéts
might be juftly imputable to them, fhould
at leaft be found to have been written
on the fide of virtue and modefty; and
which fhould neither hold out any corrupt
image to the mind, nor\any impure de-
feription to the fancy.

As the following pieces were written
and performed at an early period of my
life, under the above impreffions, I feel it
a kind of duty (imploting pardon for the
unavoidable egotifm to which it léads,)
not to fend them afrefh into the world
in this collettion, without prefixing to them
a candid declatation of my altered view.
In fo doing, I am fully aware that I
cqually fubjett mylelf to the oppofite
cenfures of two different claffes of readers,

B2 one
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one of which will think ' thdt the beft
evidence of my fincerity would have been

the fuppreffion of the Tragedies themfelves,

while the other will reprobate the change

of fentiment which gives birth to the

qualifying preface.

I fhould perhaps have been inclined
to adopt the fitlt of thefe two opinions,
had it not occurred to me that the fup-
preffion would be thought difingenuous j
and had I not been alfo defirous of ground-
ing on the publication, though in a very cur-
fory manner, my fentiments on the general
tendency of the drama; for it appeared
but fair and candid to include in this view
my own compofitions; and’thus, m fome
meafure, thoughwithout adverting to them,
to involve myfelf in the generai objet of
my own animadverfions.

1 am not even now about to contravert
the affertion of fome of the ableft eritics,
that a well written tragedy is perhaps one
of the nobleft efforts of the human mind ;—
1 am not even now about to deny, that of

all
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all public amufements it is the moft in-
serefting, the moft intelleGtual, and the
moft accommodated to the tafte and capa-
cities of a rational being; may, that it
is almoft the only one which has mind for
its object ; which has the combined advan-
tage of addrefling itfelf to the imagination,
the judgment, and the heart; that it
is the only public diverfion which calls out
the higher energies of the underftanding in
the compofition, and awakens the moft
lively and natural feelings of the heart
in the reprefentation. ,

With all this decided fuperiority in
point of mental pleafure which the Stage
poflefles over every other fpecies of public
entertainment, it is not to be wondered at
that its admirers and advocates, even the
moft refpectable, fhould cherith a hope,
that under certain reftriGtions, and under
an improved fgrm, it might be made to
contribute to inftruttion as well as to plea-
fure, and it is on this plaufible ground

‘B 3 that
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be purified alfo. For we mult firlt fuppole
a ftate ‘of fociety in which the fpectators
will be difpofed to relith all that is pure,
and to reprobate all that is corrupt, before
the fyftem of a pure and uncorrupt theatre
can be adopted with any reafonable hope of
fuccefs. ~ There muft always be a con-
gruity between the tafte of the fpeGator
and the nature of the fpetacle, in order
to effett ‘that point of union’ which can
produce pleafure : for it mult be remem-
bered that people go fo a play, not to
be inftruited, but to e pleafed. As we do
not fend the blind to an exhibition of
pictures, nor the deaf to a concert, fo
it would be leaving the projetted plani of 2
pure Stage in a ftate of imperfeGion,
unlefs the general corruption of human
nature itfelf were fo reformed as to render
the amufements of a perfe@tly purified
Stage palatable. If the fentiments and
paffions exhibited were no longer accom-
modated to the fentiments and  paffions
of the audience, corrupt nature would

B4 {oon
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foon withdraw itfelf from' the vapid and
inappropriate amufement ; and #bin, 1 will
not fay empty, benches would too probably -
be the reward of the confcientious re-
former.

Far be it from me to with to reftore
that oblolete rubbifh of ignorance and
folly with which the monkifh legends
furnithed out the rude materials of our
early drama : I mean thole uncouth pieces,
in which, under the titles of My/eries and
Moralities, the moft facred perfons were
introduced as interiocutors: in which
events too folemn for exhibition, and
fubjects too awful for detail, were brought
before the audience with a formal gravity
more offenfive than levity itfelf. The
fuperftitions of the cloyfter were con-
fidered as fuitable topics for the diverfions
of the Stage; and celeftial intelligences,
uttering the fentiments and 'anguage, and
blended with the buffooneries of Bartholo-
mew Fair, were regarded as appropriate
fubjeéts of merry-making for an holiday

audience.
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have inveighed, with too much juftice,
againft the immoral lives of too many
{tage profeflors, allowing always for fome
very honourable exceptions. I fhall not
remark on the grofs and palpable corrup-
tions of thofe plays which are obvioufly
written with an open difregard to all purity
and virtue: nor fhall I attempt to fhew
whether any very material advantage would
arife to the vain and the diffipated, were
they to exclude the theatre from its turn
in their undifcriminated round of promif-
cuous pleafure. Bet I would coolly and
refpectiully addrels a few words to thofe
many wotthy and conlcientious perfons,
~ whe would not perhaps fo early and in-
cautioufly expofe their youthful offspring to
the temptations of an amufement of which
they themfelves could be brought to fce
and to feel the exiftence.

The queftion then, which with great
deference I would propofe, is not, whether
thofe who rilk every thing may not rifk
this alfo; but whether the more correét

9 and
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and confiderate Chriftian might not find it
» worth while to confider if.the amufement
in queftion be entirely compatible with his
avowed charafter? whether it be entirely
confiftent with the clearer views of one
who profeffes to live in the fure and certain
hope of that immortality which is brought
to light by the Gofpel?

For however weighty the arguments in
favour of the fupetior rationality of plays
may be found in the fcale, when a rational
being puts dne amufement in the balance
againft another; hewever fairly he may
exalt the Stage againft other diverfions, as
being more adapted toa man of fenfe; yet
this perhaps will not quite vindicate it
in the opinion of the more ferupulous
Chriftian, who will not allow himfelf to
think that of two evils either may be
chofen. His amufements muft be blame-
lefs as well as ingenious; fafe as well
as rational ; moral as well as intellectual,
They muft have nothing in them which
may be likely to excite any of the tempers

which
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which it is his daily tafk to fubdue ; any of
the paffions which it is his conftant bufinefs -
to keep in order. - His chofen amufements
muft not deliberately add “ to the weight
which he is commanded ° to lay afide;”
they fhould not irritate the ¢ befetting fin*
againft which he is ftruggling ; they fhould
not obfirud that ¢ fpiritual mindednefs”
which he.is told «is life and peace;”
they fhould not inflame that < luft of the
< fleh, that luft of the eye, and that pride
¢ of life” which ke s forbidden to gratify.
A religious perfon, who occafionally in-
dulges in an amufement not confonant
to his general views and purfuits, incon-
ceivably increafes his own difficulties, by
whetting taftes, and exciting appetites,
which it will cut him out fo much work
to counteralt, as will greatly overbalance,
in a confcientious mind, the fhort and
trivial enjoyment. I fpeak now on the
mere queftion of pleafure.  Nay the more
keen his relifh for the amufement, the
more exquifite his difcernment of the
: beauties
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beauties of compofition, ot the graces of
“action maybe, the more prudent he may per-
haps find it to deny himfelf the gratification
which is-enjoyed at the flighteft hazard of
his higher interefts : a gratification which
to him will be the more dangerous in pro-
portion as it is more poignantly felt.

A Chriftian in our days is feldom called
in his ordinary courle to great and fignal
facrifices, to very ftriking and very often-
fible renunciations ; but he is daily called
to a quiet, uniform, conftant feries of felf-
denial in fmall things. A dangerous and
bewitching, efpecially if it be not a dif-
reputable plealure, may perhaps have a
juft place among thofe facrifices : and if
he be really in earneft, he will not think it
too much to renounce fuch petty enjoy-
ments, were it only from the fingle con-
fideration that it 1s well to feize every little
occafion which occurs of evidencing to
himfelf that he is conftantly on the watch;
and of proving to the world, that in fmall

things
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things as well as in great he is a follower

of Him awho pleafed not him/elf.
Little, unobferved, and unoftentatious
abftinences are among the filent deceds
of his daily warfare. And whoever brings
himfelf to exercife this habitual felf-denial,
even in doubtful cafes, will foon learn
from happy experience, that in many
inftances abftinence is much more eafily
pradtifed than temperance. There is in
this cafe no excited fenfibility to allay;
there is no occafional remorfe to be
quieted ; there is mo loft ground to be
recovered, no difficult backing out, only
to get again to the fame place where
we were before.  This obfervation adopted
into practice might, it is prefumed, effettu-
ally abolith the qualifying language of
many of the more /ober frequenters of the
theatre, * that they go but feldom, and
¢ never but to a god pla.” We give
thefe moderate and difereet perfons all due
praife for comparative fobriety. = But while
they
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they go af all, the principle is the fate §
for they fan&ion, by going fometimes,
a diverfion which is not to be defended on
ftri& Chriftian principles.  Indeed their
acknowledging that it fhould be Bus
{paringly frequented, probably arifes from
a conviQion that it is not quite right.

I have already remarked thatitis not the
objet of this addrels to purfue the ufual
track of attacking fed plays, of which
the more prudent and virtuous feldom vins
dicate the principle, though they do not
always fcrupuloufly avoid attending the
- exhibition. I impofe rather on myfelf the
unpopular tafk of animadverting on the
dangerous effeés of thofe which come
under the defeription of.goed plays; for
from thofe chiefly arifes the danger (if
* danger there be) to good people.

Now, with all the allowed fuperiority
juftly afcribed to pieces of a better caft, it
does not feem to be a complete juftification
of the amufement, that the play in queftion
is more chafte in the fentiment, more pure

n
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in the expreflion, and more moral in the
tendency than thofe which are avowedly®
objectionable ; though I readily concede alt
thedegrees of diftin€tion,and veryimportant
they are, between fuch compofitions and
thofe of the oppofitecharadter. But the point
for which I am contending is of another
and of a diftin& nature; namely, that
there will, generally fpeaking; ftill remain,
even in Tragedies, otherwile the moft un-
exceptionable, provided they are fufficiently
impaffioned to produce a powerful effect
on the feelings, and have {pirit enough to
deferve to become popular 5 there will ftill

. remain an effential radical defect. What
1 infift on is, that there almoft inevitably
. runs through the whole web of the Tragic
Drama, (for to this leaft blameable half of
Stage compofition I confine my remarks ;
as againft Comedy ftill ftronger objections
may be urged,) a prominent thread of
falfe principle. It is generally the leading
object of the poet to eret a ftandard of

Honour in direc oppofition to the ftandard
' of
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up, as it might eafily be, would perhaps
exhibit as pointed a contraft as human
imagination could conceive, -

I by no means pretend to affert that
feligion is excluded from tragedies; it
is often incidentally introduced ; and many
a petiod is beautifully turned, and many a
moral is exquifitely pointed with the fineft
fentiments of piety. But the fingle grains
of this countera&ing principle fcattered up
and down the piece, do not extend their
antifeptic property in a fufficient degree to
preferve from corruption the body of a
work, the general fpirit and leading tem-
pers of which, as was faid above, are
evidently not drawn from that meek relis
gion, the very effence of which confifts
in <« calting down high imaginations:”
while'on the other hand, the leaven of the
predominating evil fecretly works and in-
finwates itfelf, till the whole mafs becomes
impregnated by the pervading principle.
Now if the dire@ting principle be un-
found, the virtues growing out of it will be

e O unfound
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unfound alfo ; and no fubordinate merit,
no collateral excellencies, can operate with
effectual potency againft arf evil which is of
prime and fandamental force and energy,
and which forms the very effence of the
work.

A learned and witty friend, who thought
differently on this fubje@, once afked me
if I went fo far as to think it neceflary
to try the merit of a fong or a play by the
Ten Commandments. To-this may we
not venture to anfwer, that neither a fong
nor a play fhould at leaft contain any
thing hgfile to the Ten Commandments.
That if harmlefs merriment be not ex-
pected to advance religion, we muft take
cage that it do not oppefe it; that if we
concede that our amufements are not
expected to make us better than‘we are,
ought we not to condition that they do
not make us worle than they find us? If
fo then, whatever pleafantry of idea, what-
ever gaiety of fentiment, whatever ‘airinefs

che of
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Let me now for a moment turn to the
“younger part of that fex, to whofe fervice
I have generally devoted my principal atten-
tion, A virtuous young woman, it will
be faid, ‘who has been corredtly educated,
will' turn with abborrence from the un-
chafte fcenes of a /ogfe play. It is indeed
{o to be hoped ; and yet many plays which
really deferve that charaéter, efcape that
denomination.  But I concede this point,
and proceed to the more immediate object
of my animadverfions.  Fhe remark may

be thought prepofterous, thould I obferve,
* that to a chafte and delicate young mind,
there is In good plays one danger which
I will venture to affert is almoft’ more
formidable than that which, is often at-
tached to pieces more obvioufly cenfurable.
The more refined and delicate the paflion
of love is made to appear, the more in-
finuating, and of courfe the more dan-
gerous will the exquifite and reiterated
reprefentation of that paffion be found.
Now love being the grand bufinefs of

D2 plays,
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plays, thofe young ladies who are fre-
quently attending them, will be liable
to nourith a feeling which is often ftrong
enough of itfelf without this conftant fupply
of foreign fuel, namely, that love is the
grand bufinefs of life alfo. 1f the paffion
be avowedly illicit, her well-inftruéted con-
{cience will arm her with f{cruples, and her
fenfe of decorum will fer her on her guard.
While on the other hand, the greater the
purity with which the paffion is exhibited,
provided the exhibition be very touching
and warm, the more deep'and irrefiftible
will be its effe& on a tender and inex-
‘petienced heart; nay, the more likely will
tie paffion adted on the Stage be to excite
a correfponding paflion in the heart of ‘the
young fpectatrefs. - Tf the have not yet felt
the paffion the’ fges fo finely pourtrayed,
the will wifh to feel it, and the ot having
felt it fhe will' confider as fomething want-
ing to the petfettion of her nature; She
will afcribe the abferice of it to a defeét in
her own heart which muft be fupplied, or
; to
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to {fome untowardnefs in her own circum-
{tances which muft beremoved, = Thus her
imaginationwill do the work of the paffions,
and the fancy will anticipate the feelings of
the heart: the fource this of fome of
the moft fatal - diforders in the female
charaer !

Now to captivate fuch a tender and
affectionate heart as that we are confidering,
the femblance of virtue is neceffary; for
while fhe will conceive of criminal paflion
as cenfurable, fhe will be.equally apt to
confider even the moft imprudent paffion as
~ juftifiable, fo long as the idea of abfolute
crime is keptat a diftance. If the love be
reprefented as avowedly vicious, inftead of
lending herfelf to the illufion the will allow
it ought to be facrificed to duty ;. butif fhe
thinks it mnocent, the perfuades herfelf
that eyery duty fhould be facrificed to iz
Nay, fhe will va]ue herfelf in propertion as
fhe thinks fhe could imitate the heroine
who is able to love with fo much violence
and fo much pmty at the fame time. By

T o frequent
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former part of this preface.' I think then,
that there is a fubftantial difference between®
fecing and reading a dramatic compofition ;
and that the objeGions which lie fo ftrongly
againft the one, are not, at leaft in the
fame degree, applicable to the other. Or
rather, while there is an effential and in-
feparable danger attendant on dramatic
exhibitions, let the matter of the drama
be ever fo innocent, the danger in reading
a play arifes folely from the improper /fen-
timents contained in it. ;

To. read a moral play is little different
from feading any other innocent poem ; ,
the dialogue form being a mere accident,
and no way affeting the moral tendency
of the piece.. Nay, fome excellent poets
have chofen ‘that form on account of its
peculiar advantages, even when the nature
of their fubje€ts precluded the idea of
thearrical exhibition. ~ Thus Buchanan

- wrote his fine tragedies of #4e Baptif? aﬁd
Jephthath, Grotius that of Chrift Juffering,
and Milton that of Samfon Agoniftes; not

to
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which implies that ¢ the world is ‘crucified
¢ to us, and we to the world.”

I truft I have fufficiently guarded againt
the charge of inconfiftency, even though I
venture to hazard an opinion that m com-
pany with a judicious friend or parent,
many [cenes of Shakelpeare may be read
not only: without danger, but with im-
. provement. Far be it from me to with to
abridge the innocent delights of life where
they may be cnjoyed with benefit to
the underftanding, and without injury te
the principles. Wamen efpecially, whole
walk in life is fo circumferibed, and whofe
ayenues of information are {o few, may, I
conceive, learn fo know the world with lefs
danger, and: to ftudy human nature with

more advantage, from the peru/ul of feleGed

parts of this incomparable genius, than
from moft other attainable fources. 1
would in this view confider, Shakefpeare as
a philofopher as well as poet, and I have
been furprifed to hear many pious people

univerfally
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It is not becaufe I confider Shakelpeare
“as a corre@ moralift and an unerring
guide, that I fuggeft the advantage of
having the youthful curiofity allayed by a
partial perufal, and under prudent in-
fpection;; but it is for this very different
reafon, left by having that curiofity ftimu-
lated by the inceflant commendation of
this author, with which both books and
converfation abound, young perfons fhould
be excited to devour-in fecret an author
who, if devoured in the grofs, will not
fail, by many detached paffages, to put a
delicate reader in the fituation of his own
ancient Piftol when eating'the leek ; that
is, to {wallow and execrate at the fame
time. i
But to conclude,—which I will do with
a recapitulation. of the principal objedts
already touched upon. That I may not
be mifunderftood, let me repeat that this
Preface is not addrefled to the gay and
diﬁ'ohﬁe; to fuch as profefs themfelyes to
be “ lovers of pleafure more than lovers

VOL, IIL E “ of
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THE ARGUMENT.

A voxe the great names which have done honour to
antiquity in general, and te the Roman Republic in
particular, that of Marcus Attilins Regulus has, by
the general confent of all ages, been confidered as one
of the mofk refpectable, fince he not only facrificed his
labours, his liberty, and his life for the good of lis
country, but by a greatnefs of foul, almoft peculiar to
himfelf, contrived to make his very misfortunes con-
tribute to that glorious end.

After the Romans had met with various fuccefles in
the firft Punic war, under the command of Regulus,
viGory at length declared for the oppofite party; the
Roman army was totally overthrown, and Regulus
himfelf taken prifoner, by Xantippus, a Lacedzmonian
General in the fervice of the Carthaginians: the
vi€torious enemy exudting in fo important a conqueft,
kept him many years in clofe imprifonment, and
loaded him with the moft cruel indignities. They
thought it was now in their power to make their own
terms with Rome, and determined to fend Regulus
thither, with their Ambaflador, to negotiate a peace,
or at Ieaft an exchange of captives, thinking he would
gladly perfuade his countrymen to difcontinue a war,
which neceffarily prolonged his captivity. They
previoufly exated from him an oath to return fhould
his embafly prove unfuccefsful; at the fame time
giving him to underftand, that he mult expe&t to
fuffer a crucl death if Le failed in it; this they
artfully intimated as the ftrongeft motive for him

4 to-
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BRI QG UE

BY DAVED GARRICK, E5Q-

‘WHAT fon of phyfic, but his art extends,
As well as hand, when call’d'on by his fridads 2
Whag landlord is fo weak to make you fa;?-
When guefts like you befpeik a good repall ?
But weaker ftill were hie whom fate has plac’d
"To footh your cares, and gratify your tafte,
Should he negle to bring before your eyes
Thofe dainty dramas which from genius rife ;
Whether your luxury be to fmile or weep,
His and your profigs juft proportion keep.
To-night he brought, nor fears a due reward,
A Roman Patriot by a Female Bard.

Britons who feel his flame, his worth will rate,
No common {pirit his, no common fate.
Iyrrexisie and CapTive muft be great.

<€ How! cries a fucking fop, thus lounging, firaddling,

(Whofe head fhows want of ballaft by its noddling)

« A woman write? Learn, Madam, of your betters,

¢ An read a noble Lord’s Poft hi-mous Letters.
¢ There you will learn the fex may merit praife

¢ By, making puddings—not by making plays:

% They can make tea and milchief, dance and fing 5

~

¢ Their heads, tho full of feathers, can’t take wing-*

I thought they cou’d, Sir; now‘and then by chance,

Maids fly to Scotland; and fome wives to France.
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