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(Little Brother Sebastian) the last but one of
the Franciscan collectors in this town.
During the last years of Philip V. Brother
Sebastian was presented to the Infantes, the
king's sons, that he might confer a blessing,
upon them. The courtiers preseat, obserung-
that he took most notice of the King’s third son,
Don Carlos, observed to him that his respects
were chiefly due to the eldest, who was to be
king. “ Nay, nay, (itis reportéd he answered,
pomtmﬂ' to his favourite) this shall be king
t00.”  Some time after this interview, Don
Carlos was, by the arrangements which put
an end to the Succession War, made Sovereign
Prince of Parma. Conquest subsequently
raised him to the throne of Naples; and,
lastly, the failure of direct heirs to his brother
Ferdinand VI. put him in possession of the
crown of Spain. His first and unexpected pro-.
motion to the sovereignty of Parma had strongly
impressed Don Carlos with the idea of Sebas-
tian’s knowledge of futurity. But when, after
the death of the prophet, he found himself on
the throne of Spain, he thought himself bound
in_honour and duty to obtain from the Pope
the Bedtification, or Apotheosis, of Little Sebas-
tian. The-Church of Rome, however, knowing .
the advantages of strict adherence to rules and
forms, especially when a king stands forward
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to pay the large fees incident to such trials,
kept on at a pace, compared to which your
Court of Chancery would seem to move with
the velocity of a meteor. But when the day
arrived for the exhibition, before the Holy
Cangregation of Cardinals, of all papers what-
ever which might exist in the hand-writing of
the candidate for saintship, and it was found
necessary to lay before their Eminences an ori-
ginal letter, which the King carried about his
person as an amulet, good Carlos found himself
in a most perplexing dilemma. Distracted be-
tween his duty to his ghostly friend, and his
fears of some personal misfortune during the
-absence of the letter, he exerted the whole in-
fluence of his crown through the Spanish am-
bassador at Rome, that the trial might proceed
upon the inspection of an authentic copy. The
Pope, however, was inexorable, and nothing
conld be done without the autograph. The
king’s ministers at home, on the other hand,
finding him restless, and scarcely able to enjoy
the daily amusement of the chase, succeeded,
at length, in bringing about a plan for the exhi-
bition of the letter, which, though attended
with an inevitable degree of anxiety and pain
to his majesty, was, nevertheless, "the most
likely to spare his feelings. The most active
and trusty of the Spanish messengers was
Q2
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chosen to convey the invaluable epistle to
Rome, and his speed was secured by the pro-
mise of a large reward. Orders were then sent
to the ambassador to have the Holy Congrega-
tion assembled on the morning when the megs
senger had engaged to arrive af the Vatican.
By this skilful and deep-laid plan of operations
the letter was not detained more than half an
hour at Rome; and another courier returned it
with equal speed to Spain. From the moment
when the King tore himself from the sacred
paper, till it was restored to his hands, he did
not venture once out of the palace. I have
given these particulars on the authority of a
man no less known in Spain for the high station
he has filled, than for his public virtues and
talents. He has been minister of state to the
present King, Charles IV., and is intimately
acquainted with the secret history of the pre.
ceding reign.* '
Great remnants of self-tormenting fanaticism
are still found among the Carthusians. Of this
order we have two monasteries in Andalusia,
one on the banks of the Guadalquivir, within
two miles of our gates, and another at Xeréz,
or Sheérry, as that town was formerly called in
England, a name which its wines still bear.

|

* Jovellanos ; see Appendix.
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These monasteries are rich in land and endow-
ments, and consequently afford the monks
every comfort which is consistent with their
rule. But all the wealth in the universe could
tot give those wretched slaves of superstition
a single moment of enjoyment. The unhappy
man who binds himself with the Carthusian
vows, may consider the precincts of the cell
allotted him as his tomb. These monks spend
daily eight or nine hours in the chapel, with-
out any music to relieve the monotony of the
service. At midnight they are roused from
their beds, to which they retire at sunset, and
they chaunt matins till four in the morning.
Two hours’ rest are allowed them between that
service and morning prayers. Mass follows,
with a short interruption, and great part of the
afternoon is allotted to vespers. No commu-
nication is permitted between the monks, ex-
cept two days in the week, when they assemble
during an hour for conversation. Confined to
their cells when not attending church-service,
even their food is left them in a wheel-box,
such as are used in the nunneries *, from which
they take it when hungry, and eat it in perfest
solitude. A few books and a small garden, in
which they cultivate a profusion of flowers, are

# See Letter V. page 178,
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the only resources of these unfortunate beings.
To these privations they add an absolute absti-
nence from flesh, which they vow not to taste
even at the risk of their lives.

I have on different occasions spent a day
with some friends at the Hospederia, or Stran-
gers’ Lodge, at the Carthusians of Seville,
where it is the duty of the steward, the only
monk who is allowed to mix in society, to en-
tertain any male visitors who, with a proper |
introduction, repair to the monastery. The
steward I knew before my visit to England,
had been a merchant. After several voyages
to Spanish America, he had retired from the
world, which, it was evident in some unguarded
moments, he had known and loved too well to
have entirely forgotten it. His frequent visits
to the town, ostensibly upon business, were not
entirely free from suspicion among the idle and
inquisitive ; and 1 have some reason to believe
that these rumours were found too well
grounded by his superiors. He was deprived
of the stewardship, and disappeared for ever
from the haunts of men.

«The austerity of the Carthusian rule of life
would ‘cast but a transient gloom on the mind
of an enlightened observer, if he could be sure
that the misery he beheld was voluntary, that
hope kept a crown of glory before the eyes of
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every wretched prisoner, and that no unwilling
vietim of a temporary illusion was pining for
light and liberty under the tombstone sealed
over him by religious tyranny. But neither
‘the view of the monks fixed as statues in the
stalls of thefr gloomy church, nor those that
are seen in the darkest recesses of the cloisters,
prostrate on the marble pavement, where,
wrapt up in theu' large white mantles, they
spend many an hour in meditation, nor the
bent, gliding figures which wander among the
earthy mounds under the orange-trees of the
cemetery—that least melancholy spot within
the walls of the monastery,—nothing, T say,
did ever so harrow my feelings in that man-
sion of sorrow as the accidental meeting of a
repining prisoner. This was a young monk,
who, to my great surprise, addressed me as I
was looking at the pictures in one of the clois-
ters of the Carthusians near Seville, and very
politely offered to shew me his cell. He was
perfectly unknown to me, and I have every
reason to believe that I was equally so to him.
Having admired his collection of flowers, we
entered into a literary conversation, and he
asked me whether I was fond of Freyeh litera-
ture. Upon my shewing some asquaintance
with the writers of that nation, and expressing
a mixed feeling of surprise and interest at
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hearing a Carthusian venturing upon that topic,
the poor young man was S0 thrown off his
guard, that, leading me to a bookcase, he put
into my hands a volume of Voltaire's Pidces
Fugitives, which he spoke of with rapture. T
believe I saw a volume of Rousseau’s works in
the collection; yet I suspect that this unfortu-
nate man’s select library consisted of amator;}r
rather than philosophical works. The monk
name is unknown to me, though I learned from
him the place of his birth; and many years
have elapsed since this strange meeting, which,
from its insulation amidst the events and im-
pressions of my life, I compare to an interyiew
with an inhabitant of the invisible world. Butl
shall never forget the thrilling horror I felt, when
the abyss of misery into which that wretched
being was plunged opened suddenly upon my
mind. Iwas young, and had, till that moment,
mistaken the nature of enthusiasm. Fed asl
saw it in a Carthusian convent, I firmly be-
lieved it could not be extinguished but with
life. This ocular evidence against my former
belief was so painful, that I hastened my de-
parture, leaving the devoted victim to his soli-
tude, there to await the odious sound of the
bell which-was to disturb his sleep, if the sub-
sequent horror of having committed himself
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