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P REE E A+C E.

WEAK and delicate minds may per-
haps be alarmed by the title of this
work. The word ¢ SoLITUDE"” may
poffibly engender melancholy ideas.
But they have only to read a few pages
to be undeceived. The author is not
one of thofe extravagant mifanthropifts,
who expe& that men, formed by nature
for the enjoyments of fociety, and im-
pelled continually towards it by a mul-
titude of powerful and invincible pro-
penfities, fhould feck refuge in forefts
and inhabit the dreary cave or lonely
a3 cell :
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cell: he is a friend to the fpecics, a

rational ph?ﬂofophcr, and a virtuous ci-
tizen, who, encouraged by the efteem
of his Sovereign, endeavours to enlight-
en the minds of his fellow-creatures
upon a fubje& of infinite importance to
them, the attainment of true felicity.

. No writer appears more completely
convinced than M. ZiMmMERMAN that
man is born for focicty, or feels its du-
ties with more refined fenfibility.

It is the nature of human fociety and
its corrcfpﬁndcﬁtﬂduties which he here
undertakes to examine. The impor-
tant charaé&ers of Father, Hufband,
Son, and Citizen, impofe on MAN a
variety of obligations, which are always
dear to virtuous minds, and eftablith
between him, his country, his family,
and his friends, relations too neceffary
and attractive to be difregarded.

¢ What



PREFACE/ETEE Vil

¢ What wonder thercfore, finc _nﬂearmg ties
¢ Of paffion link the univerfal Lmﬁ

¢ Of man fo clofe, what wonder if to fearch

¢ This common natare through the various change
¢ Of fex, and ag'__' : md fortunc, and the frame

¢ Of each peculiar, draw the bufy mind

¢« With unrefifted charms? The fpacrous Weft,
¢¢ And all the teemmg regions of the South,

¢ Hold not a quarry, to the curious flight

« Of knowledge, half fo tcmptmg or fo fair, -

€ As Man to Man.”

Bur it is not armdﬁ: t:umultuous joys
and noify pI"e afures, in ‘the chimeras of
ambition, or the illufions of felf-love,
in the indulgence of "fccling, or the gra-
tification of defire, that men muft ex-
pect to feel the charms of thofe mutual
ties which link them fo firmly to fo-
ciety. Itisnot in fuch enjoyments that
men can feel the dignity of thofe du-
ties, the performance of which NATURE
‘has rendered produdtive of {fo many

. pleafures, or hope to tafte that true fe-

gt licity
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licity which refults from an indepen-
dent mind and a contented heart: a
felicity feldom fought after, only be-
caufe it 1s {o little known, but which =
every individual may find within his
own bofom. Who, alas! does not
conftantly experience the neceffity of
entering into that facred afylum to
fearch for confolation under the real or
imaginary misfortunes of life, or to al-
levi'ate_ indeed more frequently the fa-
tigue of its paiiiﬁ:l. plcaﬁzres?‘ Yes all
men, from the m-crcéﬁar'y"' trader, who
finks under the anxiety of his daily
tafk, to the proud ftatefman, intoxicat-
ed by the incenfe of popular applaufe,
experience the defire of terminating
their arduous career. Every bofom feels
an anxicty for repofe, and fondly withes
to fteal from the vortex of a bufy and

perturbed life to enjoy the tranquillity
of Solitude.

“ Hackney’d
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¢¢ Hackney’d in bufinefs, wearied at that oar

- % Which thoufands, once chain’d faﬂ'{to, quit no

; more,
. < But which when life at ebb runs weak and low,
¢ All with or feem to wifh they could forego.

¢¢ The ftatefman, lawyer, merchant, man of trade,
¢« Pants for the refuge of a peaceful fhade ;

¢ Where, all his long anxieties forgot

¢ Amidft the charms of a fequefter’d fpot,

¢ Or recollected only to gild o’er

¢ And add a fmile to what was fweet before,.

¢ He may poffefs the joys he thinks he fees,

¢ Lay his old age upon the lap of eafe,

¢ Improve the remnant of his wafted fpan,

¢ And, having livid g trifler, dic A MAN.”

T

It is under the peaceful fhades of
SoLITUDE that the mind regenerates
and acquires frefh force; it is there
alone that the happy can enjoy the ful-
nefs of felicity, or the miferable forget
their woe ; it is there that the bofom
of fenfibility experiences its moft deli-
cious emotions ; it is there that creative
. GEntus frees itfelf from the thraldom
of fociety, and furrenders itfelf to the

ags impetuous
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impetuous rays of' an ardent 1magina-
tion. To this defired goal all our ideas “'ﬁ
and defires perpetually tend. ¢ There
“is,” fays Dr. JouNson, ¢ fcarcely
“ any writer who has not celebrated '
¢ the happinefs of rural privacy, and
“ delighted himfelf and his readers
¢« with the melody of birds, the whif=
“ per of groves, and the murmurs of
“ rivulets ; nor any man eminent for
“ extent of -c-apégity,:. or greatnefs of
« c};EI_oit's, that has not left behind him
“ fome memorials of lonely wifdom

“ and filent dignity.”

THE oﬁginal Work, from which the
following pages are feleéted, confifts of
four large volumes, which have acquir-
ed the univerfal approbation of thc
German Empire, and obtained the fuf-
frages of AN EmprEss celebrated for
the fuperior brilliancy of her mind, amd
who has fignified her approbatlou n
the moft flattering manner.

& Ox
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THE LIFE

OF

ZIMMERMAN.

Joux GEORGE ZIMMERMAN, the author
of the following treatife on SoLiTupE, which
we now prefent to TaE PuBLic in 2 more
correct and {plendid form, was born, on the
eighth day of December 1728, at Brucc,
a {mall town fituated on the borders of the
river AAR, near the caftles of Winprcs and
ALTEMEERG, in the canton of BErRNE, about
feventeen miles to the north-weft of the city
of Zurica in SWISSERLAND.

His father Joun Zimmerman, whofe
anceftors had, for a feries of years, deferved-
ly obtained the applaufe and admiration of

their
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W citizens, by their perfona} me-
rits and'ﬁmnonc exertions for the interef
of the Republic, was eminently difti ngmfhed
as an able and eloquent member of the Pro- g
vincial Council. His mother, who was
equally refpected and beloved for her good
fenfe, eafy. manners, and modeft virtues, was
the daughter of the celebrated Pacur, who
refided at a beautiful villa near Morczs in
‘the fame canton, and whofe extraordinary
learning and great abilities had contributed
to aclvam‘e hlm'%{:__":a feat in the parliament
of Panisisee :

Taue father of ZimmerRMAN, anxious for i

the future eminence of his fon as a {cholar,
undertook the arduous taftk of fuperintending
his education, and, by the affiftance of the
ablelt preceptors that could be procured,
inftruéted him in the rudiments of all the
ufeful and ornamental fciences until he had 5
attained the age of fourteen years, when
fent him to the Univerfity of Berne, ‘wher
under KIRcHBERGER, the Hiftorian, and! :
profeffor of Rhetoric, and ALTman, the ce-

lebrated
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the dark and thorny mazes of vain a
lefs lea Lﬁng, until M. TRIBOLET,
StaprER, two minifters of the gofpel,
ly renowned for exalted piety, ardent g
and extenfive knowledge, happily extricate
him from this dangerous labyrinth, ‘and

knowledged with the warmeft g“!i‘atttﬂde,--'i:»ht
found do@rines of true philofophy. =

Havinc paffed nearly five years at the
Umvcrﬁty, he began to think of appiymg
the ftores of information he had acqmr’ed to
the purpofes of active hfe, and, with a view
of confulting his mother refpecing the pro-
feffion he fhould choofe, he wvifited, to-
wards the end of the year 1746, his maternal
relations at Morces, where the then refided;
but, alas ! the kind affiftance whi'b_h"ﬁé fond-
1y hoped to derive upon this important fub- ]
ject from her judgment and opini'on, deat
had rendered it impoffible for him to obtai_
Diftrefling however as this unexpecte
was at fuch a _]un&ure, it afforded him t

advantage of following more freely his own
unbiaffed
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dwelt among the rocks, in woods, and in the moft
folitary places, are fuppoefed to have infiructed the
infant nobility of their refpective natious in wif-
dom and in eloguence, in the phenomena of na-
tare, in aftronomy, in the precepts of religion, and
the myfteries of eternity. The profound wifdom
thus beltowed on the charalters of THE Drutbs,
although it was, like the ftory of Numa, the mere
effect of imagination, difcoyvers with what enthu-
fiafm every age and' country. - have revered thofe ve-
nerable éﬁma&ers, who, in the ﬁ}ence of grovesand
in the tranguillity of Solitude, ‘have devoted their
time and talents to the improvement of the hu-
man mind and the reformation of the fpecies.

Genius frequently brings forth its fineft
fruits in Solitude merely by the exertions of its
own intrinfic powers, unaided by the patronage of
the great, the adulation of the multitude, or the
hope of mercenary reward, FrLaxbpERs, amidftall
the horrors of civil difcord, produced painters asrichin
fame as they were poor in circumf{tances. The cele-

which he, in order to procurea divine fantion to his laws, declared to
be true. Itison this fubjeét jultly oblerved by an elegant hifterian,
that “ although the integrity of the fage may be impeached in counte
“ nancing fiction, yet the pious fraud of the monarch' may be palliated
¢ if not vindicated ; and policy will pardon that deceit which is exer-
# cifed to reform the manners and to réﬁmm the paﬁuns of a lawlefs
¢ and barbarous people.”

=
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50  THE INFLUENCE OF SOLITUDE
fuits. Tt wasina folltary retreat, amidft the {hades
of a lofty mountain nearPYRMONT that the foun-

dation of one of the moft extraordinary achievements -

of the prefent age was laid. The Kinc of Pruss1a,

i,

r 3

T

whileon a vifit to THE SpA, withdrew himfelf

from the company, and walked in filent folitude
among the molft fequeftered groves of this beautiful
mountain, then adorned in all the rude luxuriance
of nature, and to this day diftinguifhed by the ap-
pelhuon of « The Royal Mountain*.”  On this
uninhabited fpot, fince become the feat of diffipa-
tion, the ynuthful mnonarch, it is faid, ﬁrﬂ: formed
the plan of conquering SILESIA.

SoLITUDE teaches with the happieft effect
the important value of TiME, of which the indo=
lent, having no conception, can form no eftimate.
A man who is ardently bent on employment,
who is anxious to live not entirely in vain, never
obferves the rapid movement of a ftop watch, the
true image of tranfitory life, and moft ftriking
emblem of the flight of time, without alarm and
apprehenfion. Social intercourfe, when it tends to
keep the mind and the heartin a proper tone, when

it contributes to enlarge the {phere of knowledge,

or to banifh corroding care, cannot indeed be

* Kerniglbergy

confidered
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that this Prince is w&ll acquainted with the value
of time.

Tue hours which a man of the world throws
idly away, are, in Solitude, difpofed of with pro-
fitable pleafure ; and no pleafure can be more pro-
fitable than that which refults from the judicious
ufe of time, Men have many duties to perform :
he, therefore, who wifhes to d‘i_fchargc. them ho-
nourably, will vigilantly feize the earlie oppor-
tunity, i'"fl'ﬁé'?ﬁﬁjnbt wifh that any part of the paff- .
ing moments fhould be torn, like a ufelefs page,
from the book of life. Ufeful employment ftops
the career of time, and prolongs the duranon of
our exiftence. To think and to work, is to live.
Qur ideas never flow with more rapidity and abun-
dance, or with greater gaicty, than in thofe hours
which ufeful labour fteals from idlenefs and diffi-
pation. 'To employ our time with economy, we
fhould frequently refle€t how many hours efcape
from us againft our inclination. A celebrated
Englith author fays, ¢ When we have deducted
¢ all that is abforbed in {leep, all that is inevitably
¢ appropriated to the demands of nature, or irre-
¢ fiftibly engroffed by the tyranny of cuftom ; all
¢ that is paffed in regulating the fuperficial decora-
¢ tions of life, or is given up in the reciprocation
« of civility to the difpofal of others ; all that is
¢ torn from us by the violence of difeafc, or ftolen

¢ imperceptibly
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¢¢ joyments of the woRLD, and pafs the few re-
¢ maining days you have to live in—SoLiTuDE.”

SoriTuDE refines the tafte by affording the

mind greater opportunities to cull and feleét the

beauties of thofe objects which engage its attention.
There it depends entirely on ourfelves to make
choice of thofe employments which afford the
higheft pl@}u‘e ; to read thofe writings, and to en-
courage thofe refle€tions, which tend moft to purify
the mind, and ftore it with the richeft variety of
images. The falfe notions which we fo eafily
acquire iﬁ-_i&he world, by relying upon the fen-
timents of others, inftead of confulting our own,
are in Solitude eafily avoided. To be obliged
continually to fay, ¢ Idarc not think otherwife,”
is infupportable. 'Why, alas ! will not men firive
to form opinions of their own, rather than fubmit
to be guided by the arbitrary diétates of others?
If a work pleafe me, of what importance is it to
me whether the bean monde approve of it or not ?
‘What information do I receive from you, ye cold
and miferable crities? Does your approbation
make me feel whatever is truly noble, great, and
good, with higher relifh or more refined delight ?
How can I fubmit to the judgment of men, who
always examine haftily, and generally determine
wrong ?

« Whe
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«Oh! knew he but his happinefs, of men
« The happieft he! who far retired from publicrage,
¢ Deep in the vale, with A cHOICE FEW retir'd,
¢ Drinks the pure pleafares of THE RURAL LIFE.
« For here dwells fimple truth ; plain innocence; =
« Unfullied beauty ; found unbroken youth,
¢ Patient of labour, with a little pleafed ;
¢ Health ever blooming ; unambitious toil ;
“« Calm contemplation, and poetic eafe.”

SorrTupE, by enlarging the fphere of its in-
formation, by awakening a more lively curiofity,
by rehcﬁng fatigue, and by promoting application,
renders the mind more active, and multiplies the
number of its ideas. A man who was well ac-
quainted with all thefe advantages, has faid, that
“ by filent folitary reflettion we exercife and
¢ ftrengthen all the powers of the mind. The
““ many obftacles which render it difficult to pur-
¢¢ {ue our path difperfe and retire, and we return
¢ to a bufy focial life with more cheerfulnefs and
¢ content. The fphere of our underftanding be-
¢ comes enlarged by refleCtion ; we have learned
¢¢ to furvey more objeéts, and to bind them intel-
¢ leétually together; we carry a clearer fight, a
¢¢ jufter judgment, and firmer principles, with us
$¢ into the world in which we are to live and act;
¢¢ and are then more able, even in the midft of all
¢ jts diftra&tions, to preferve our attention, to
- 7 . ¢ think
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mediately burft, like airy bubbles formed of foap
and water ; while reafon examines the materials of
its projected fabric, and ufes thofe only which are
durable and good. -

¢« THE great art to learn much,” fays Locke,

¢ is to undertake a little at’a time.” Dr. Joux-
soN, the celebrated Englith writer, has very for-
cibly obferved, that ¢ all the performances of
4 human art, at which we look with praife or
< wonder, are inftances of the refiftlels force of
¢ perfeverance 5 it is by this that the quarry be-
“ comes a pyram;d, and that diftant countries are
€ ynited hy canals. Ifa man was to compare the
s¢ effect of a fingle ftroke with the pickaxe, or of
¢ one impreffion of a fpade, with the general de-
“ fign and laft refult, he would be overwhelmed
¢ with the fenfe of their difproportion ; yet thofe
¢ petty operations, inceffantly continued, in time
¢ {urmount the greateft difficulties, and mountains
¢¢ are levelled, and oceans bounded by the flender
¢ force of human beings. It is therefore of the
¢ utmoft importance that thofe who have any
“ intention of deviating from the beaten roads of
¢¢ life, and acquiring a reputation fuperior to names
¢¢ hourly {wept away by time among the refufe of
¢ fame, fhould add to their reafon and their fpirit
¢ the powerof perfifting in their purpofes ; acquire
¢ the art of fappmg what they cannot batter ; and
A ¢ the

&%
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68 THE INFLUENCE OF SOLITUDE

Solitude amply compenfates for every privatiomn,
while the devotee of worldly pleafures conceives
‘himfelf loft if he is deprived of vifiting a fafhion-
able affembly, of attending a favourite club, of
fecing a new play, of patronizing a celebrated box-
er, or of admiring fome foreign novelty which the
handbills of the day have announced.

I couLp never read without feeling the warm-
cft emotions the following paffage of PLuTArcH:
<« 1 live,” fays he, ¢ entirely upon Hiftory; and

<« while 1 contemplate the pictures it prefents to

¢ my view, my mind enjoys asich repaft from the
«¢ reprefentation of great and virtuous characters.
¢ If the a&ions of men produce fome inftances of
¢ yice, corruption, and difhonefty, I endeavour,
¢ neyerthelefs, to remove the impreflion, or to
¢ defeat its effeé. My mind withdraws itfelf from
¢ the fcene, and, free from every ignoble paffion,
¢ T attach myfelf to thofe high examples of virtue
¢ which are fo agreeable and fatisfaltory, and which
<« accord fo completely with the genuine feelings of
¢¢ our nature.” '

Tue foul, winged by thefe fublime images, flies
from the earth, mounts as it proceeds, and cafts an
eye of difdain on thofe furrounding clouds which,
as they gravitate to the earth, would impede its

flight. At a certain height the faculties of the
mind
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mind expand, and the fibres of the heart dilate. It
is indeed in the power of every man to perform
more than he undertakes ; and therefore it is both
wife and praife-worthy to attempt every thing that
is morally within our reach. How many dormant
ideas may be awakened by exertmn, and then,
what a variety of early impreffions, which were
{feemingly forgot, revive and prefent themfelves to
' our pens, We may always accomplifh much
more than we conceive, provided paffion fans the
flame which the imagination has lighted ; for life is
infupportable when unanimated by the foft affec-
tions of the heart ¥,

SoLITUDE leads the mind to thofe fources
from whence the grandeft conceptions are moft
likely to flow. But, alas! it is not in the power
of every perfon to feize the advantages folitude be-
ftows. Werc ey noble mind fenfible of thc ex-
of the exqmﬁtely fine feelings wh;ch refult from
occafional retirement, they would frequently quit.
the world, even in the earlieft periods of youth, to

* ¢ The force of the paffions,” fays a great philofopher, ¢ can
¢ alone counterbalance in the human mind the effeéts of indolence
¢ and inadtivity, fteal us from that repofe and torpidity towards
¢ which we inceffantly gravitate, and at length endue the mind
¢ with that continuity of attention to which fuperiority of talent
% is attached,”

i . tafte
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tafte the {weets of Solitude, and lay the foun&a’tion
for a wife old age.

~ In conduéting the low and petty affairs of life,
 common ﬁnﬁ is certainly a more ufeful quality than
even genius itfelf ¥, Genius, indeed, or that fine
enthufiafm which carries the mind into its higheft
fphere, is clogged and impeded in its afcent by the
ordinary occupations of the world, and feldom re-
gains its natural liberty and priftine vigour except
in Solitude. Minds anxious to reach the regions
of philofophy and fcience, have indeed no other
means of refcuing themfelves from the burden and
thraldom of worldly affairs. Sickened and dif-
gufted by the ridicule and obloquy they experience
from an ignorant and prefumptuous multitude,
their faculties become, as it were, extinét, and
mental exertion dies away ; for the defire of fame,
that great incentive to intelle€iual achievement,
cannot long exift where merit is no longer reward-

ed by praife. But remove fuch minds from the

¥ ¢¢ A man of common fenfe,” fays HeLvETIUS, *isa mao
¢ in whofe charafter indolence predominates : he is not cndbﬁ@d
& with that aéivity of foul which, in bigh ftations, leadsgreat
¢t mirds to difcover new fprings by which they may fet the world
& in motion, or to fow thofe feeds from the growth of which they
§¢ are epabled to produce futare events,™

oppreflions
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oppreffions of ignorance, of envy, of hatred, or of
malice ; let them enjoy liberty and leifure; and,

with the affiftance of pen, ink, and paper, they

will foon take an ample revenge, and their pro-
ductions excite the admiration of the world, How
many excellent underftandings remain in obfeurity,

merely on account of the pofieffor being condemn-

ed to follow worldly employments, in which little

or no ufe of the mind is required, and which for

that reafon ought to be exclufively beftowed on

the ignorant and illiterate vulgar | But this cir-

cumftance can feldom happen in Solitude, where

the mental faculties, enjoying their natural freedom,

and roaming unconfined through all the parts and

properties of nature, fix on thofe purfuits moft

congenial to their powers, and moft likely to carry

them into their proper fphere.

THE unwelcome reception which folitary men
frequently meet with in the world becomes, when
properly canfidered, a fource of enviable happinefs;
for to be univerfally beloved would prove a great
misfortune to him who is meditating in tranquil-
lity the performance of fome, great and important
work; every one would then be anxious to vifit
him, to folicit his vifits in return, and to prefs for
his attendance on all parties.  But though philofo-
phers are fortunately not in general the moft fa-
voured gueftsin fathionable focieties, they have the *
fatisfaction to recollect, that it is not ordinary or

Fg common
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common characters againft whom the public hatred

and difguit are excited. There is always fomething
great in that man againft whom the world ex-

claims, at whom every one throws a ftone, and on

whofe charaer all attempt to fix a thoufand crimes,
without being able to prove one. The fate of a

man of genius who lives retired and unknown is

certainly more enviable ; for he will then enjoy

the ﬁ!e‘afure of undifturbed retirement, and natu-

rally imagining the multitude to be ignorant of his
chara@er, will not be furprifed that they {hould

continually mifinterpret and pervert both his words

and actions, or that the efforts of his friends to un-

deceive the public with refpect to his merit thould

prove abortive.

Suca was, in the miftaken view of the world,
the fate of the celebrated CouNT SCHAUMBOURG-
LirrE, better known by the appellation of the
CouxtpeBuckesourc. Nocharaéter through-
out Germany was ever more traduced or fo little
underftood, and yet he was worthy of being en-
rolled among the higheft names his age or country
ever produced. 'When I firft became acquainted
with him he lived in almoft total privacy, quite re-

.tired from the world, on a fmall paternal farm, in
the management of which confifted all his pleafure
" and employment. His exterior appearance was I
confefs rather forbidding, and prevented fuperficial

cbfervers from perceiving the extraordinary endow-
ments
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ments of his brilliant and capacious mind. The
Count pE Lacy, formerly Ambaffador from the
Court of MaDRID to PETERSBURG, related to
me, during his refidence at HanoveR, that heled
the Spanith army againit the Porfugue/e at the time
they were commanded by the Count DE Bucke-
BOURG, and that when the officers difcovered him,
as they were reconnoitring the enemy with their
glaffes, the fingularity of his appearance ftruck
them fo forcibly, that they immediately exclaimed,
¢ Are the Portuguefe commanded by Dox Quirx-

' ¢ orE?” The ambaflador, hcweﬁqr;..ywﬁ'a' pol-

feffed a liberal mind, did juftice, in the higheft

~ terms, to the merit and good conduét of Bucke-

BOURG in Portugal, and praifed, with enthufiaftic
admiration, the goodnefs of his mind and the
greatnefs of his charalter. Viewed at a diftance,
his appearance was certainly romantic; and his
heroic countenance, his flowing hair, his tall and
meagre figure, and particularly the extraordinary
length of his vifage, might, in truth, recall fome
idea of the celebrated KnicuT of LA MancHA ;
but, on a clofer view, both his perfon and his man-
ners difpelled the idea; for his features, full of fire
and animation, anncunced the elevation, fagacity,
penetration, kindnefs, virtue, and ferenity of his
foul ; and the moft fublime and heroic fentiments
were as familiar and natural to his mind as they

were tothenobleft charaéters of GREECE andRoME.
THE
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Ttz Count was born in Loxpow, and poffeffed
a difpofition as whimfical as it was extraordinary.

The anecdotes concerning him, which I heard from :

his relation, a German Prince, are perhaps not
generally known. Fond of contending with the
Englifh in every thing, he laid a wager that he

would ride a horfe from Loxpox to EDINBURGH

backywards, that is, with the hoife’s head towards
Epinsurcu and the Count’s face towards Lon-
DoN ; and in this manner he actually rode through
feveral counties in Enxcranp. He travelled
through the greater part of that kingdom on foot,

in the difguife of a common beggar. Being in-
formed that part of the current of the DanusE,

above REGENSBERG, was fo ftrong and rapid that
no one had dared to fiwim acrofs it, he made the
attempt, and ventured fo far that he nearly loft his
life. A great ftatefman and profound philofopher
at HanovEeR related to me, that during the war
in which the Count commanded the artillery in
the army of Privee FERDINAND of Brunfwick
againft the French, he one day invited a number
of Hanoverian officers to dine with him in his tent.
While the company were in the higheft fate of
feftive mirth and gaiety, a fucceflion of cannon
balls paffed directly over the head of the tent.
¢« The French cannot be far off,”” exclaimed the

officers. ¢¢ Oh ! I affure you,”” replied the Count,-

13 the}'

3 e
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¢ they are not near us;"’ and he begged the gen-

tlemen would make themfelves perfectly eafy, re-

{ume their feats, and finifh their dinners. Soon
afterwards a cannon ball carried away the top of
the tent, when the officers again rofe precipitately
from their feats, exclaiming, * The enemy are
¢ here.”” ¢ No, no,” replied the Count, ¢ the
¢ enemy are not here ; therefore, I mult rque{h
¢ gentlemen, that you will place yourfclvemsmﬁ@he
¢¢ table, and fit fhﬂ,*_._ﬁir you may rely on M:;n
“word.” The firing recommenced, and ba
flew about in the fame direCtion gﬁicem,
however, remained fixed to their feats, and while
they eat and drank in feemmg tranqutllltv, whif-
pered to each other their furmifes and conjectures
on this fingular entertainment. At length the
Count, nﬁng from his feat, addrefled the company
in thefe wards ¢ Gentlemen, I was willing to
s convince you how well I can rely npon the
¢¢ officers of my artillery. 1 ordered them to fire,
¢¢ during the time we continued at dinner, at the
« pinnacle of the tent; and you have obferved
“ with what punuality they obeyed my or-
¢ ders.”

CHARACTERISTIC traits of a man anxious to
enure himfelf and thofe about him to arduous and
difficult exploits, will not be ufelefs or unenter-

taining to curious and fpeculative minds, Being
one
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one day in company with the Count at Fort
WILHELMSTEIN, by the fide of a magazine of
gunpowder which he had placed in the room im-
mediately under that in which he flept, T ob-
ferved to him, that I {hould not be able to fleep
very contentedly there during fome of the hot
nights of fummer: the Count, however, con-
vinced me, though I do not now recollect by
what means, that the greate/t danger and no danger
are one and the fame thing.  When 1 firft faw this
extraordinary man, which was in the company qf i
two officers, the one Engli/b the other Portuguefe,
he entertained me for two hours upon the phy-
fiology of HALLER, whofe works he knew by
heart. The enfuing morning he infifted on my
accompanying him in a little boat, which he row=-
ed himfelf, to ForT WILHELMSTEIN, builtunder
his direGtion in the middle of the water, from
plans, which he fhewed me, of his own drawing.
One Sunday, on the great parade at PyrMONT,
furrounded by a vaft concourfe of men and wo-
men occupiec’l. in mufic, dancing, and gallantries,
he entertained me during the courfe of two hours
on the fame fpot, and with as much ferenity as if
we had been alone, by detailing the various con-
troverfies refpecting the exiftence of Gop, pointing
out their defective parts, and convincing me that
he furpaffed every writer in his knowledge of the

fubje&. To prevent my efcaping from this lec-
ture,
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ture, he held me faft the whole time by one of
the buttons of my coat. At his country feat at
Buckepourc he fhewed me a large folio volume,
in his own hand-writing, upon ¢ The art of de-
¢ fending a fmall town againft a great force.”
The work was completely finithed, and intended
as a prefent to the King of Portugal. There were
many paffages in it, which the Count did me the
favour to read, relating to SWISSERLAND ; a coun-
try and people which he confidered as invincible ;
pointing out to me not only all the lmPortant g
places they might occupy againft an enemy, but

difcovering paffes before unknown, and through

which even A cAT would fearcely be able to crawl.
1 do not believe that any thing was ever written of
bigher importance to the interefts of my country
than this work ; for it contains fatisfaltory anfiers
to every objetion that ever has or can be made.
My friend M. Movse MENDELsoHM, to whom
the Count read the preface to this work while he

- refided at PyrmonT, confidered it as a mafter-

piece of fine ftyle and found reafoning; for the
Count, when he pleafed, wrote the French lan-
guage with nearly as much elegance and purity as
VorTAIRE, while in the German he was laboured,
perplexed, and diffufe: I muft however add thisin
his praife, that on his return from PorTUGAL he
ftudied for many years under two of the moft acute
mafters in Germany, firft AsBT, and afterwards
HERDER.
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Herper. Many perfons, who from a clofer in-
timacy and deeper penetration, have had greater
opportunities of obferving the conduét and charac--
ter of this truly great and extraordinary man, relate
of him a variety of anecdotes equally inftructive
and entertaining. I fhall only add one obfervation
_-more refpecting his charadter, availing myfelf of
the words of SHAKEsPEARE! The Count Guit-
LAUME DE SCHAUMBOURG LiIpPE )

SERS . . carries no dagger

S H G has a leau and hungry look;”

¢« . — but he's not dangerous;

L3 : he reads much ;

“ He is a great obferver ; and he looks

¢ Quite thro’ the deeds of men. He loves no plays ;
£ he hears no mufic ;

¢ Seldom he fmiles, and f{miles in fuch a fort,

As if he mocked himfelf, and feorned his fpirit,
That could be moved to {mile at any thing.”

-
-

"

SucH was the charalter, always mifunderftood,
of this folitary man ; and fuch a chara&er might
fairly indulge a contemptuous fmile on perceiving
the miftaken {neers of an ignorant multitude: but
what muft be the fhame and confufion of thefe
partial judges of mankind, when.they behold the
monument which the great MenpeLsonm has
raifed to his memory, and the faithful hiftory of

his life and manners which a young author is about

- to
/
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to publifh at HAxovEeRr ; the profound fentiments,
the elegant ftile, the truth, and the fincerity of
which will be difcovered and acknowledged by

impartial pofterity.

Tae men who,, as I have frequently obferved,
are difpofed to ridicule this illuftrious character on.
account of his long vifage, his flowing hair, his
enprmous hat, or his little fivord, might be pardon-

ed, if, like him, they were philofophers or heroes :
the mind of the Count, however, was tqa exalted
to be moved by their infulting taunts, and he never

~ fmiled upon the world or upon men either with

fpleen or with contempt. Feeling no hatred, in-
dulging no mifanthropy, his looks beamed kind-
nefs on all around him; and he enjoyed with dig-
nified compofure the tranquillity of his raral re-

treat in the middle of a thick foreft, either alone,

or in the company of a fond and virtuous wife,
whofe death fo fenfibly aflicted even his firm and
conftant mind, that it brought him almoft to an
untimely grave. The people of ATHENS laughed
at THEMIsTOCLES, and openly reviled him even
in the flreets, becaufe he was ignorant of the
manners of the world, the 2 of good company,
and that accomplithment which is called gosd
breeding.  He retorted however upon thefe igno-
rant railers with the keeneft afperity : ¢ It is true,”

faid he, I never play upon the lute; but [ know
“ how
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¢ how to raife a fmall and inconfiderable city to
¢ greatnefs and to glory *.”

SoriTunE and PHiLosoPHY may infpire fen-
timents which appear ludicrous to the eye of world-
ly folly ; but they banifh all light and infignificant

ideas, and prepare the mind for the grandeft and

moft fublime conceptions. Thofe who are in the
habit of ftudying great and exalted characters, of
cultivating refined and elevated fentiments, un-
avoidably contract a fingularity of manners which

may furnith ample materials for ridicule. Ro~

mantic chara@ers always view things differently
from what they really are or can be, and the habit
of invariably contemplating the fublime and beau-
tiful, renders them, in the eyes of the weak and
wicked, infipid and infupportable. Men of this

difpofition always acquire a high and dignified de-

meanour which fthocks the feelings of the vulgar;
but it 1s not on that account the lefs meritorious.
Certain Indian philofophers annually quitted their
Solitude to vifit the palace of their Sovereign,
where each of them, in his turn, delivered his ad-
vice upon the government of the State, and upon

# When ANTisTHENES was told that Ismex1as played excel-
lently upon the flute, he replied, properly enough, fafu the fagaci-
ous Prutancu, ¢ Then be is good for notbing elfe.””  And when
Pairie, ata certain entertainment heard his fcn fing in a very
agreeable and {kilful mannery ¢ Are you noty” (aid he, dﬁﬂ“"d
< .r;rﬁ;sg_ﬁ apell 2 — 2 thc
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the bofoms of the great and good, frequently kin-
dle unexpected fires.—A lady in the country, whofe
health was impaired by nervous affections, was ad-
vifed to read with attention the hiftory of the
Greek and Roman Empires. At the expiration
of three months fhe wrote to me in, the following
terms: ““ You have infpired my mind with a ve-
‘¢ neration for the virtues of the Ancients. What '_m'\},'
¢ are the buzzing race of the prefent day, when g
¢ compared with thofe noble charaGers ? Hiftory

¢¢ heretofore was not my favourite ftudy ; but now A
¢ 1 live oml’y on its pages. "While T read of the Q
¢ tranfattions of GREECE and Rome, I withto |

; 1|
“ become an acor in the feenes. It has not only :
~ ““opened to me an inexhauftible fource of‘plcja'-- T

¢ fure, but has reflored me to health, I could

“not have belicved that my library contain:;&?;_fa{‘ iy

¢ ineftimable a treafure ; my books will now prove

“ more valuable to me than all the fortune 1 pof-

““fels: in the courfe of fix months you will no

¢¢ longer be troubled with my complaints. Pru-

“ TARCH is more delightful to me than the charms

o o‘f drefs, the triumphs of cgqueh’y, or the fen- ; 5@

¢ timental effufions which lovers ‘addrefs to thofe’

“ miftrefles who are inclined to be é!!_ be-arx,. and

¢ with whom SATAX plays tricks-e’f!t@witﬁ -t»l‘i'e'hi"-‘ﬂ'.: ,

“ fame addrefs as a Dillotanse plays tricks of mufic fg

* on the violin.” This lady, who is really learn- ;f'

ed, no longer fills her letters with the tranfactions
: - 5 of

e

.
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againft them in every letter T received from him;
and the Committee for the Reformation of Lite-
rature at Zuricu exprefsly prohibited the publica-
tion of thefe excellent lyric compofitions, on the
curious pretence, that it was dangerous and im-
proper to {tir up a dunghill. Nﬂ'paet of GREECE,
however, ever wrote with more fire and force in
favour of Ais country than LAvATER did in favour
of the liberties of SwisserLAND. I have heard
children chaunt thefe fongs with patriotic enthu-
fiafm, and n the fineft eyes ﬁlled- Wlth tears of -
rapture while their ears liftened to the fingers.
Joy glowed in the breafts of the Swifs peafants to'
whom they were fung ; their mufcles fwelled, and
the blood inflamed their cheeks. Fathers have,
within my own knowledge, carried their infant.
children to the chapel of the celebrated Wrrriam
TELL, to join in full chorus the fong which La-
VATER compofed upon the merits of that great:
man®. I have myfelf made the rocks re-echo to

my

* Wirtram TeLL was one of the gﬁnciéal authors of the re-
volution in Swifierland in the year 1307. ".GRIS_-LER, who govern- |
ed thatcountry under the Emperor ALBERT, obliged him, on pain .
of death, to fhoot, from a confiderable diftance, with an arrow at
an apple which was placed on the head of his infantfgn, and icis
faid, that he had the good fortune to carry away the apple without =
doing the fmalleit injury to the child. The governor, on approach-
ing to congratulate him on his dexterous achievement, perceived
apother arrow concealed under the garments of the fucce(sful archer,

ard on inquiring of him for what ufé he intended it; ¢ I brought

o i,

£ S
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my voice by finging thefe fongs to the mufic
which the feelings of my heart compofed for them
while I wandered over the fields and climbed among
‘the famous mountains where thofe heroes, the an-
ceftors of our race, fignalized themfelves by their
immortal valour. I fancied that I faw them ftill
armed with their knotted clubs breaking to pieces
the crowned helmets of Germany, and, although
inferior in numbers, forcing the proud nobility to
- by a precipitate and i ignominious
ﬂrght Thefe, it may be faid, are romantic notious,
‘and can only pleafe folitary and reclufe men, who
ee things differently from the reft of the world.
‘Bur great ideas fometimes make their way in fpite
of the moft obftinate oppofition, and operating,
-,-;:p‘arﬁcuiaﬂy in REPUBLIcS, by infenfible degrées,
fow the feeds of thofe firm principles and true
‘opinions, which, as they arrive to maturity, prove
fo efficacious in times of political conteft and pub-
lic commotion.

. “ir replied Term, ¢ for the purpofe of revenge; its eager

¢¢ point fhould have drank the blood of thy heart, inhuman Tyrant,
'S¢ if 1 had had the misfortune to kill my fon.” The ftory of the
‘apple, however, which had befere been told of a Goth foldier
- named Tocwo, is juftly fufpeéted by the later hiftorians. The |
- Swils wew@}l]mg to adorn the birthday of their liberty by the fable
of fome furcnﬁng event. But itis certain that Tecw, after hav~
ing fuffered a long and rigorons confinement, killed the governor
with an arrow, and gave by that means a fignal to the confpira~
‘torse

G3 SOLITUDE,
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he chewed a fmall morfel of fugar, of which he
always carried a fmall fupply in his pocket.

SoLiTUDE not only creates fimplicity of man-
ners, but prepares and ftrengthens the faculties for

- the toils of bufy life. Foftered in the bofom of

retirement, the mind becomes more aéhve in the
wmld and its concerns, and retn'ﬁs 2 i

DAS, lmd the foundation of all their greatnefs in
Solitude, and acquired there rudiments, which all
the language of the Schools cannot teach—the
rudiments of their future lives and aétions. Pg-
RICLES, while preparing his mind for any impor-
tant object, never appeared in public, but imme=:
dmtely refrained from feaftings, affemblies, and
every fpecies of entertainment; and during th
whole time that he adminiftered the affairs of the
Republic, he only went once to fup with a friend
and left him at an early hour %, Procron imme

* ¢ Perrcres,” fays that great hiftorfan Prurancs, ¢ un-
¢¢ doubtedly deferves admiration, not only for the candour and mo- g
¢¢ deration which he ever retained amidft the diftradtions of bufi- .
€€ nefs and the rage of his enemies, but for thar noble fentiment
€€ which led him to think it hiz moft excellent attainment, never
£ to have given way to envy or anger, notwithftanding the great-
¢ nefs of his power, nor to have nourifbed an implacable hatred
' &6 againfi

-
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acquire and difclofe the moft ufetul and important
truths. Thefe high advantages he owed entirely
to SoLITUDE, with the natare of which as he was
better acquainted than any othcr perfon, fo he
cherifhed it with greater fondnefs, and refounded
its praife with higher energy ; and at length pre-
ferred his TIBER TY and LEISURE'to all the enjoy-
ments of the world. Love, to which he had con-
fecrated the prime of his life, appeared indeed fora
long time to enervate his mind; but fuddenly :
abandoning the foft and effeminate ftyle in which
he breathed his fighs at Lavura’s feet, he addrefled
Kings, Emperors, and Popes with manly boldnefs,
and with that confidence which fplendid talents
and 2 high reputation alwaysinfpire. In anele-
gant oration, worthy of DEmosTHENES and @i
CERO, he endeavoured to compofe the jarring ¢
terefts of Italy, and exhorted the contending
Powers to defiroy, with their confederated arms, g
the Barbarians, thofe common encmies their
country, who were ravaging its very bafgu and:';r‘ﬁ
preying on its vitals. The enterprizes of RIEN-
w21 %, who feemed like an agent fent from Heaven
to reftore the decayéd' Metroplis of the Roman'

e L

* Foran elegant and highly interefling account of this enterprize, |
and of the character, abiliies, condudt, and fite, of this extraordi-
nary man, fee Mr, Gibbon's Hilftory of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, vol, xii. Pr 331. 8vo edit.

e Empire
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“Empire to its former fplendour, were fuggefted,
~ encouraged, dire€ted, and fupported by his abilities.

A timid Emperor was roufed by his eloquence to
invade Italy, and induced to {eize upon the reins
of government as fucceflor to the Cxsars.  The
Pope by his advice removed the holy chair which
had been tranfported to the borders of the RHINE,

and replaced it on the banks of the TiBER: and

at a moment even when he confefled in one of his
letters that his mind was difiraced with vexation,
his heart torn with love, and his whole foul dif-
gufted with men and meafures, Pope CLEMENT
TuEe SixTH confided to his negotiation an affair
of great difficulty at the court of NaAPLEs, in
which he fucceeded to the higheft fatisfaction of his

employer. His refidence at courts indeed had ren-

dered him ambitious, bufy, and enterprizing, and
he candidly acknowledged that he felt a pleafure
on perceiving a hermit, accuftomed to dwellonly
in woeds,.and to faunter over plains, running

: through the magnificent palaces of Cardinals with

a crowd of courtiers in his fuite. When Jonn

and Sovereign of LomBaRDY, who united the
fineft talents with an ambition fo infatiable that it
threatened to fwallow up all Italy, had the happi-
nefs to fix PETRARCH in his interefts, by inducing
him to accept of a feat in his Council, the friends
of the philofopher whifpered one among another,

o
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fpelting the influence of sccafional Solitude upon
the mind. They difclofe my real fentiments on
this fubject, many of them, perhaps, undigefted,and
many more certainly not well expreffed. But I
fhall confole myfelf for thefe defeds, if this Chap-
ter affords only a glimpfe of thofe advantages which
I am perfuaded a rational Solitude is capable of af~
fording to the minds and manners of men ; and if
that which follows fhall excite a lively fenfation
of the true, noble, and elevated pleafures Retire-
ment is capable of producing by a tranquil and
feeling contemplation of nature, and by an exqui-
fite fenfibility for every thing that is coon and
FAIR.

Hz CHAPTER
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Solitude are derived from the imagination®. The =

touching afpet of delightful nature ; the variegated
verdure of the forefts; the refoelnﬂmg echoes of
an impetuous torrent ; the foft ag;tatmn of the fo-
liage ; the meladious warblings of the tenants of
the groves ; the beautiful fcenery of a rich and ex-
tenfive ceunt;_y, “and all thofe objeéts which com-
pofe an agreeable landfcape, take fuch complete
pofleffion of the {oul, and fo entirely al,_}ifoﬂ:i our
faculties, that the {fentiments of the mind are by
the charms of the imagination inflantly converted
into fenfations of the heart, and the fofteft emo-
tions give bﬂ‘tf‘l to the mioft virtuous and worthy
fentiments.  But to enable the imagination thus
to render every objeét fafcinating and delightful,
it muft aét with freedom, and dwell amidft fur-
rounding tranquillity. Oh I how eafy is it to re-
nounce noify pleafures and tumultuous affemblies,
for the enjoyment of that p,&dq[ phiz melancholy
which Solitude infpires !

£l

“ Hgs comcs! he comes! in every breeze the power
“« Of Parrosoruic MELANGHOLY comes |

* Anaccount of thE natural and moral advantagee refulting from
‘a fenfible and well formed imagination is finely given by Dr. Ar-
BUTHNOT, in the third Book of ¢ The Pleafures of the Imagina-
L1 tiDHo"_

ot His
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immediately yicld to the ferious, {oft, and folitary

reveries to which the furrounding tranquillity i=r1-'_-'
vites the mind; while the vaft and awful filence of

nature cxh:_i_lbits the happy contraft between fim-

plicity and grandeurs and as our feclings become
more exquifite, fo our admiration becomes more
intenfe, and our pleafures more complete.

I HaD ee; , for many years, familiar with all
that Nature is capable of producing in her fub-
limeft works, when [ firft faw a garden in the vici-
nity of HaNovER, and anether, upon a much
larger fcale, at MARIENWERDER, about three
miles diftant, cultivated in the Englifb fiyle of rural
ornament. I was not then apprized of the extent
of that art which fports with the moft ungrateful
foil, and, by a new {pecies of creation, converts
barren mountains into fertile fields and fmiling
landfcapes. . This magic art makes an aftonifhing
impreffion on the mind, and captivates every heart
not infenfible to the delightful charms of cultivated
Nature. I cannot recolleét without fheddin g tears
of gratitude and joy a fingle day of this early part.
of my refidence at Hanoveg, when, torn from
the bofom of my country, from the embraces of
my family, and from every t'hin':g that I held dear
in life, my mind, on 'gntering the little garden
of my deceafed friend M. pE HiNUBER, near Ha-
pover, immediately revived, and forgot, for the

moment,
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the intelleGual world. T
very thing that is ﬂatrerin‘g

€ the nq;ggman@

neyer expenenced fuch- re-
L g ﬁncd dehghts ; and I h“ave always enjoyed my

e rea];zed i

THIS is certainly the language of enthufiafm ;
but ye ftupid vulgar! who would not prefer the
warm fancy of this amiable philofopher to your cold
and creeping underftandings? Who would not
willingly renounce your vague converfation, your
deceitful * felicities, ycﬂ:u‘ boafted urbanity, your
noify affemblies, pi
prejudices, - for a
bofom of a happy fal
feek in the filence of the:
borders of a peaceful lake, thof
pleafures of naﬂure fo dehc:ous in recolletion, ‘and
productive of joys fo pure, fo aﬁ'e&mg, fo different
from your own?

mes, and inveterate
conténted life in the
’ho would not rather
:tipon the daified
> pure and fimple

Ecrocuks, which are - reprefentations of rural
happmefs in its higheft pcrfeéhon are alfo ficzions ;
but they are fictions of the moft pleafing and
agreeable kind. True felicity muft be fought in
retirement, where the foul, difengaged from the

K torments
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torments of the world, no longer feels thofe arti-
ficial defires which render it both in prof~

%g_ pe& and fruition. Content vith ittle, fatisfied :

- with all, furrounded by love and innocence, we

percewe in retirement THE GOLDEN AGE, as de-
* fcribed by the poets, revived; while i in the world ;-‘ ‘_..
every one regrets its lofs : the rogret, however, is
unjuft; for thofe enjoyments were not peculiar to
that happy period; and each individual may, when-
over he pleafes, form his own Arcapia. The
beauties of a cryftal fpring, a filent grove, a daified
meadow, chaften the feelings of the heart, and
afford at all times, to thofe who have a tafte for
Nature, a permanent and p_lg'_e delight.

“ THE origin 9._. try,” {ays Pope, * is

y _ma& 311(3.8!11: fm'tof poetry was
¢ probably pqﬂwwl It is natural to i imagine, that
¢¢ the leifure 8!:’- efe ancient {hepherds admitting
“¢ and inviting fome diverfion, none was fo proper

_ “ to that folitary and fedentary life as ﬁngmg,
¢ and that in their fongs they took occafion to
% celebrate their own felicity. From hence a

¢ Poem was invented, and afterwards improved to
¢ a perfect image of that happy time, which by
¢ giving us an efteem for the virtues of a for-
 mer
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iffue from the houfe in perfect fafety, and feel in-
creafing cheerfulnefs and fatisfadtion.  Tired with e
‘meditation, _the_mra_l,;rgcl.ui'e has unly to open the ﬁ
doors of his ftudy and enjoy his walk, while tran~
quillity attends his fteps, and new pleafures prefent -+
themfelyes to his view on every turn, Beloved by
“all around h;m, he extends his hand with cordial
y man he meets. Nothing occurs*
to vex and irritate his mind. He runs no rifk of .
being tortured by the fupercilious behaviour of
fome haughty female proud of her defcent, or of
enduring the arrogant egotifm of an upftart peer ;
is in no danger of being crufhed beneath the roll-
ing carriages of Indian Nabobs; nor dares frontlefs

S

vice, on the authority of mouldy parchments, at--
tack his property, or prefumptuous ignorance offer
the leaft indignity to his mod; yirtue.

A MAv, indeed, byavo;dmg the tumultuous
intercourfe of fociety, and deriving his comforts

Il yeuten welhl’mtﬁue nous ra_l"' niffons.
Cependant tout décroit, et moi meme & que I'age
D‘aucum'. ride encor n'a fiétre le vifage,

Deja: mmns phm de fey, pour animer ma voix,

Jrai hefn;n de filence et de Pombre des bois.
Ma Mufe qui fe plait dans leur routes perdues,
Ne fcauroit plus marcher fur le pave des rues.
Ce n'eft que dans ces bois prapres a m'exciter,
Qu' Apolion quelquefois daigue encor m'gcouter.
Boireau, Ep, VI.
from




eafinefs, to forbea
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~ from his own breaft, may, even in PaR1s, or any
“"?: thcr metropolis, avoid thefe unpleafant apprehen- -

s, if his nerves be firm, and his conftitution

i-; {trong, for to a frame disjointed by nervous affec-

tions every objet is irritating, and every paffion
tremblingly alive. The paffions are the gales by
which man muft fteer h mlgfe through the

troubled ocean of life; £l the fails which

* give motion to the foul; and when they become

turbulent and impetuous the veffel is always in
danger, and gencra!ly runs a-ground. The petty
cares and trifling vexations of life, however, give
but fhort-lived d_l(‘turbance to a heart free from
remorfe. ~ Philofophy teaches us to forget paft un-
le fpeculations of approaching
contented with prefent com-
“.:;wa'y' our exiﬁing happhleﬁ;

felicity, and to

gine. A mind 00, anxious
happinefs is feldom fatisfied, and gencrally mixes
with its lnghe& fruition a&fmn pamon of dif-
content. The ftream of content muft flow from
a deliberate difpofition in our own mmrls to learn
what is good, and a determined re[’alutmn to feek
for and cn_]oy it, however {mall the portion may

: e

"THE content, however, which men in general

< fq
5 ‘Q '.
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fo confidently expect to find in rural retirement,
is not to be acquired by viewing objedts either’
with indifcriminate admiration or fupine indif-
ference. He who without labour, and without a2

{yfiem of condu previoudly digefted and arranged,
fopes for happinefs in Solitude, will yawn with
“equal fatigue at his cottage in the country, and his
manfion in town, while he who keeps himfelf
continually employed, may in the deepeft Solitude,
by the mere dint of labour, attain true tranquillity
and happinefs *

PETRARCH,

# Cuanrres T FreTH, during his celebrated Solitude inEffre-
miadira, fometimes cultivated the plants in his garden with his own
hands ; fometimes he rode out to the ne ring wood on a little
horfe, the only one that he kept, at'l:ended':- a fingle fervant on foot.
‘When his infirmities confined him to his apartment, which often
happened, he either admitted a few gentlemen who refided near the
monaftery to vifit him, or employed himfelf in fudying mechanical
principles and in formiﬁg—_eﬁ'ﬁaué works of mechanilm, He relieved
his mind at intervals with [I%El_ite’r_*_éhq more fantaftic works of me-
chanifm = in fafhioning puppets; which by the ftru@ure of internal
fprings mimicketi the geftures and aions of men, to the aftonifh-
ment of the ignorant monlks, who bcholdmg movements which they
could not comprehend, fometimes diftrufted their own fenfes, and
fometimes (ufpected him of being in compa with invifible powers.
Hewas particularly curious with regard to the confiruction of clocks
and watches; and having found, afterre peated trials, thathe couldnot
bring any two of them to go exaétly alike, he reflected, it is faid, with
a mixture of furprife as well as regret, on his own folly in having
beftowed fo much time and labour on the more vain attempt of bring= H
ing mankind to a precife uniformity of fentiment concerning the |

profound
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<« RENCE, as the one or the other of thofe places
¢ happens to pleafc the prevailing difpofition of my
s mind. Here I enjoy all my friends, as well
«¢ thofe with whom I have aGually lived, as thofe
+¢ who have long fince entered the vale of death,
«t and of whom I have no knowledge but what
*¢ their works afford.”

WaaAT charadter, however luxurious, ever felt
the fame content at any {plendid entertainment as e
RousseAu experienced in his humble meall ¢ Lo
« retarn home,” fays he, ¢ with tired feet, but
¢ with a contented mind, and experience the calm-
ot eft repofe in refigning myfelf to the impreflio
¢ of objeéls, without exercifi ght, indulging
¢ imagination, or damg;my ) interrupt the :
« peaceful felicity of my fituation. « The table is
¢ ready fpread on my lawn, and furnifhed with
¢ refrefhments. Surrounded by my {mall and
¢« happy family, I eat my fupper with healthy ap-
¢ petite, and without any appearance of fervitude
« or dependance to annay the love and kindnefs
¢ by which weareunited. My faithful dog is not
4 3 {ubferyientflave, buta firm friend, from whom,
¢t as we always feel the fame inclination, I never
s exact obedience. The gaiety of my mind
¢ throughout the evening teflifies that I lived
« alone throughout the day; for, being feldom
¢ pleafed with others, and never, when vififors

¢ have

£y
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of firs. The fireets of the village, which in itfelf

_ is extremely clean, are neatly paved, and the houfes,

ich are moltly built of ftone, are painted on the

.-oufﬁdc Pleafant walks are formed along the

banks of the Lake, and lead quite round the town
through groves of fruit-trees and ihady forefts up
to the very fummits of the hills. The traveller,
ftruck with the fublime and beautiful fcenery that
every where furrounds him, ftops to contemplate
with eager curiofity the increafing beauties which
ravifh his fight; and while his bofom fwells with

- excefs of pleafure, his fufpended breath befpeaks

his fear of interrupting the fulnefs of his delight.

- Every acre of this charming “country is in the

higheft flate of cultivation and improvement.
Every hand is at wo_rL*“ and men, women, and
children, of e ery"'age and of every defeription, are

THE two houfes of the Phyfician are each of
them furrounded by a garden, and, although fituated
in the centre of thevillage, are as rurally fequefter-
ed as if they had been built in the bofom of the

* country. ‘Through the gardens, and clofe beneath

the chamber of my valued friend, runs a pure and
limpid ftream, the oppofite fide of which, atan

* agreeable diffance, is the highroad; where, almoft

daily, numbers of pilgrims fucceffively pafs in their
“"s'ly

’}%
T‘_-;‘; 2=
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way to THE HERMITAGE. From the windows of
thefe houfes, and from every part of the gardens,

you behold, towards the fouth, at the diftance of

about a league, the majeflic EZELBERG rear its
lofty head, which is concealed in forefts of deep
green firs, while on its declmty hangs a neat little
village, with a handfome church, upon the fieeple
of which the fun fufpends his departing rays, and
fhews its career is nearly finithed. In the front is
the Lake of ZuricH, whofe peaceful water is fe-

cured from the violence of tempefls, and whofe

tranfparent furface refleSts the beauties of its de-
! lightful banks.

Durixe the filence of night, if you repair to
the chamber windows of this e hantmg manfion,

or walk through its gurdens to tafte the exha]mg,
fragrance of the fhrubs and flowers, while the
moon, rifing in unclouded majelty over the fum-
mit of the mountains, rt:'_'E_l'a&'s, on the {mooth fur-
face of the water a broad beam of light, you hear,
during this awful flecp of nature, the found of the
village clocks echoing from the oppofite fhores,
and, on the Ricarerswyr fide, the fhrill pro-
clamation of the watchmen, blended occafionally
with the barkings of the faithfu! honfe-dog. At
a diftance you hear the ‘little boats gliding gently
along the ftream, dividing the water with their

oarsy
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to find language capable of exprefling to him the
grateful feelings of their hearts for the favours they
receive from him. Convinced of his affeétion,
fatisfied of his medical fkill, and believing that
THE GOOD DOCTOR i3 equally well acquainted
with every fubje@, they liffen with the deepeft
attention to his words, anfer all his inquiries
without the leaft hefitation or referve, treafure up
- his advice and counfel with more folicitude than
if they were grains of gold, and depart from his
prefence with more regret, comfort, hope, re-
fignation, and virtuous feeling, than if they bad
quitted their Confeffor at Tar HermiTace, It

may perhaps be conceived, that, after aday{pentin -
this manner, the happinefs which thls,fsrcnd to

mankind muft feel, cannot in any degree be in-
creafed : But, when a ﬁmple,,_,mnacem,_. and in-
genuous country girl, whofe mu;d had been al-
moft diftradted by the fear of lofing her beloved
hufband, enters his ftudy, and feizing him with
tranfport by the hand, joyfully exclaims, < Qg/
< Sir, my dear byfband, il as he wwas ouly twa days
& fnce, is now quite recovered: Ob! my dear Sir,
“ how, bow fball I thank you !”’—this philanthro-
pic character feels that tranfcending felicity which
ought to fill the bofom of a menarch in rendering
happinefs to his people.

Or this defeription is the céuntry of SwissER-
LAND,

oy

7 P
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LAND, where DocTor HoTzE, the ableﬂ: phyfi-
cian of the prefesnt age, refides; a phyfician and
philofophier, whofe variety of knowledge, profound
judgment, and great experience, have raifed him
to an equal eminence with T'1ssot and HirTzEL,
the deareft friends of my heart. It is in this man-
mer that he paffes the hours of his life, with uni-
formity and happinefs. Surrounded, except during
.the two hours T have already mentioned, by a
crowd ‘of unfortunate fellow-creatures, who look
up to him for relief, his mind, ative and full of
vigour, never knows repofe; bat his labours are
richly rewarded by the high and refined felicity
which fills his heart. Palaces, alas! feldom contain
fuch charaéters.  Individuals, lhiowever, of every
defcription. ‘may cultivate and enjoy an equal degree
of felicity, although they do not refide among
feenes fo delightful as thofe which furround my
beloved HoTzE at Richterfwyl, as thofe of the
convent of Capuchins near ALBavo, or as thofe
which furround the rural retreat of my Sovereign
Georce THE THIRD at W ind/or.

CoNTENT can only be found in the tranguil-
lity of the heart; and, in folitude, the bofom
gladly opens to receive this wifhed-for inmate, and
to welcome its attendant virtues. While nature
{miles around us decorated in all its beauties, the
heart expands to the cheering fcene; every object

L2 appears
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appears in the moft favourable and pleafing point
of view ; our fouls overflow with kind affetions ;
the antipathies created by the ingratitude of the
wortld inftantly vanifh ; we even forget the vain, \
the wicked, the profligate charatters with whom
we were mixed; and being perfectly at peace with
ourfelves, we feel ourfelves at peace with all man-
kind. But in fociety the rancorous contentions
which jarring inteiefls daily create; the heavy
yoke which fubordination is continually impofing s
¢ the oppreflor’s wrong, the proud man’s con-
¢ tumely,”” and the {hocks which reafon and good
fenfe hourly receive from fools in power and info-
lent {uperiors ¥, {pread toirents of mifery over hu-
man life, embitter the happinefs of their more
worthy though inferior fellow-creatures, poifon all
pleafure, break through focial order, {pread thorns
in the paths of virtue, and render the world a vale
of teass.

BrockHEADs in power are, of all other cha-

s €€ Apacute Frenchman has remarked, that the modeft deport=
¢ ment of really wife men, when contrafted to the affuming air of the
% young and ignorant, may be compared to the different appearance
«¢ of wheat, which while its earis empty holds upits head proudly,
€€ but as foon as it is filled with grain, bends modeftly down, and
<« withdraws from ubfervation. He might, however, have added, that
¢ when the earsare filled with conceit inftead of wifdom, which tea
¢ often happens, the head is fill borneup with all the pride of
¢ emptinefs.” AnpreEws’ Anecdates.

racters,

A
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ra&ers, the moft baneful and injurious; they con-
found all juft diftinétions; miftake one quality for
another ; degrade every perfon and thing to their
own level; and, in fhort, change white into black,
and black into white. To efcape from the per-
fecution of fuch charalters, men even of fine ta-
lents and ingenuous difpofitions muft act like the
Fox of Saapi, the Perfian poet *, A perfon
one day obferving a fox running with uncommon

¥ Saapi, the Perfian poet and philofopher, was born at Schiraz, :

the capitalof PEs1 4 Proper, about the beginning of the twelfth cen-
tury. Being driven from his country by the ravages of the Turks,
he wandered through various fcenes during a period of forty years;
and was at length take: prifoner by the Franks in the Holy Land,

- and condemned to work on the fortifications of TrRiroL1. A mer-
chant of Arreko redeemed him from flavery, and gave him, with
a hundred _;’eqai'n:," his daughter’s hand in marriage. Her petulance
and ill humour re-ﬁiie.f_ed him more miferable than he had ever been
during his long and painful captivity. Oneday fheafked himwhether
he was not the flaye her father had redeemed for fen [equins. © Yes,™
replied Saapt, £ but he fold me again for one bundred.”—This in-
genious philofopher had a friend, who, being fuddenly clevated toan
important poft, was reforted to and complimented by all the citizens
except Saap1. € Thefe people,” faid he, ¢ crowd around him
¢ merely on account of his dignity ; butI fhall go when his office
¢ has expired, and then I am fure I fhall go alone.”"—A man who
had quitted the fociety of the Derwvifes for that of the Philsfopbers,
afked Saap1 what difference he thought there was between their
charaéters.—¢¢ Bath of them,”” replied he, ¢ fim acrofsa turbulent
¢¢ fiream with their refpeétive brethren ; the Dervife (eparates him=
# felf from the reft to fwim with greater fafety, and arrives in {0~
¢ litade on fhore; Lut the true Philofypber continues in facietj,
#¢ ready to lend a helping hand to his brethren in diftrefs,"

L3 fpeed
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{peed to carth, called out to him, ¢ Reynard,

<« where are you running in fo great a hurry?

¢« Have you been doing any mifchief, for which

¢ you are “apprehenfive of punithment ?”—* No,

“ fir,” replied the Fox, * my confcience is per-

¢ fe@ly clear, and does not reproach me with
“any thing; bat 1 have juft overheard the hun-

< ters with that theyhad @ Camel to hunt this

« morning.”—*¢ Well, but how does that con- =
¢ cern you? You are not @ Camel.”—¢ Oh, my i
« good fir,” replied the Fox, “ are you not aware -+
¢ that fagacious heads have always enemies at their

¢ heels? and if any one fhould point me out to

« thefe {portfmen and cry, There runs a C’ame{,, A
¢ they would immediately {eize me, without exa-
¢ mining whether I was really the kind of animal
¢ the informer had defcribed me to be.”” Reynard
was certainly right in his conclufion; for men
are in general wicked in proportion as they are
ignorant or envious, and the only means of
¢luding their mifchievous intentions is to keep
out of their way,

.'\i-.' 3
L LR

4 .Jv

Tae fimplicity, regularity, and ferenity which
accompany retirement, moderate the warmeft tem-
pers, guard the heart againft the intrufion of inor-
dinate defires, and at length render it invulnerable
sto the fhafts of malice and detraétion ; while the
felf-examination it neceffarily impofes, teaches us,
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by exhibiting to our view our own defeits, to do
juftice tothe fuperior meritof others. The delightful
folitudes of L*ausanng, exhibit every where eap=.
tivating examples of domeftic felicity. The in-
duftrious citizen, after having faithfully performed
his daily talk, is fure of expericn_éing, on his réturn
at evening to his wife and children, real comfort
and unalloyed content. The voice of {lander, the
negleét of ingratitude, the contempt of {uperiors,
and all the mortifications attendant upon worldly
intercourfe, are ‘forgot the moment he beholds his
happy family ready with open arms to receive him,
and to beftow upon their friend and benefadtor the
fond carefles he {o juftly merits. With what ex-
quifite, delight his beating bofom feels their rap-
turous affection | If his mind has been vexed by’
the croffes of life, the oftentation of courts, the in~
folence of rsches, the arrogance of power, or his
temper irritated and foured by the bafe practices of
fraud, falfehood, or hypocrify, he no fooner mixes
with thofe whom he cherifhies and fupports, than a
genial warmth re-animates his dejeéted heart, the
tendereft fentiments infpire his {oul, and the truth,
the freedom, the probity, and the innocence by
which he is furrounded tranquillize his mind, and
reconcile him to his humble Iot. Oh! obferve
him, all ye whoare placed in more elevated fta-
tions, whether ye enjoy the confidence of fatef-

: merr, are the beloved companions of the great,

L 4 the
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the admirgd* favourites of the fair, the envied
leaders of the public tafte, of high birth, or of
ample fortunes; for if your rich and fplendid
homes be the feats of jealoufy and difcord, and the
bofoms of your families ftrangers to that content
which the wife and virtuous feel within walls of
clay, and under roofs of humble thatch, youare, in
comparifon, poor indeed, 5
O friendly to the beft purfuits of man, o
Friendly to thought, to virtue, and to peace,
Dowuestic Lire in raral pleafure paffed’|
Few know thy value, and few tafte thy fweets,
Though many boaft tﬁjﬁ'-fa'.?ours, and affe@

To underftand and choofe thegfor thy own,

«

¥
R atRAL 2 ) Y
- ?‘.!._- .;!'._{_-uu.i, i

CHARACTERS enervated by pro[peritf‘;f‘:'él the
{malleft inconvenience as a ferious calamity, and,
unable to bear the touch of rude and violent hands,
require to be treated, like young and tender flowers,
with delicacy and attention; while thofe who have
been educated in the rough fchool of adverfity,
walk over the thorns of life with a firm and intre-
pid ftep, and kick them from the path with indif-
ferenceand contempt. Superior to the falfe opinions
and prejudices of the world, they bear with patient
fortitude the blow of misfortune, difregard all
trifling injuries, and look down with proud con-
tempt on the malice of their enemies, and the
infidelity of their friends. .

THE

.
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THE foft zephyr, the tranfparen‘t Apring, the

- ‘well-ftored river, the umbrageous forei’e, the cool-

ing grotto, and the daified field, however, are not
always neceffary to enable us to defpife or forget
the confequence of adverfity. The man who
firmly keeps his courfe, and has courage to live ac-
cording to his own tafte and inclinations, cannot be
affecled by the little croffes of life, or by the ob-
I@quy or injuftice of mankind#®. What we do

- voluntarily always affords us more pleafure than
- that which we do by compulfion. The reftraints of

the world and the obligations of fociety difguft li-
beral minds, and deprive them, even in the midit

* of all their fplendcﬂ}‘%‘ﬁ{ﬂa fortune, of that content

& they feek fo anxioudly to obtain.

SoLITUDE, indeed, not only tranquillizes the
heart, renders it kind and virtuous, and raifes it
above the malevolence of envy, wickednefs, and
conceited ignorance, but affords advantages fill
more valuable. LIBERTY, true liberty, flies from
the tumultuous crowd, and the forced connexions
of the world, It has been truly obferved, that in
Solitude man recovers from the diftration which
had torn him from himf{elf; feels a clear concep-

# The learned reader will moft likely call to mindy on reading
t.hh obfervation, the qpemng of the third Ode of the third book of

HosAcE
tion
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tion of what he once was, and may yet become;
explores the nature and difcoyers the extent of his
free-born charaler ; rejets every thing artificial;
is guided by his own fentiments ; no longer dreads
a fevere maiter or imperions tyrant; and neither
fuffers the confiraints of bufinefs or the blandith-
ments of pleafure to difturb his repofe; but,
breaking boldly through the fhackles of fervile
habit and arbitrary cuflom, thinks for himfelf
with contidence and courage, and improves the

mind,

MapAME DE STAAL confidered it 2 great error

to imagine that freedom and liberty could be in-

) '-%'l
fenfibility of his heart by the fentiments of his

4

|

dulged at Court, where the mind, even on the

moft trifling occafions, is obliged to obferve a mul-
titude of ceremonies; whereitis impoffible to fpeak
one’s thoughts! where our fentiments muft be
adapted to thofe around us! where every perfon
affumes a controul over us; and where we never
have the {fmalleft enjoyment of ourfelves. ¢ To
¢ enjoy ourfelves,” fays the, “ we muft feek So-
“litude. It was in THE BasTiLe that I firfk
“¢ became acquainted with myfelf.”

A CouRrTIER, fearful of every perfon around
bim, is continually upon the watch, and torment-

ed
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ed inceffantly by fufpicion: but while his heart is
thus a prey to corroding anxiety, he isobliged to
appear contented and ferene, and, like the old
Lady, is always lighting ene taper to Michacl the
Archangel and another to the Devil, becaufe he
does not know for which of them he may have moft
occafion. A man of a liberal, enlightened mind is as
little calculated to perform the office of Mafler of
" the Ceremonies, or to conduét the etiquette of
L a Q&wrr, as a woman is to be a Religeufe.

LmerTy and LEisure render a rational and
active mind indifferent to every other kind of hap-
pinefs. It was the l@?ﬂ of liberty and folitude
which rendered the riches and honours of the
" world fo odious to PETrRARCH. Solicited, at an

advanced period of his life, to aét as Secretary to

feveral Popes, under the tempting offer of great
emolument, he replied, ¢ Riches, when acquired

s at the expence of liberty, become the foarce of

¢ real mifery; a yoke formed of gold and filver

¢is not lefs galling and reftrictive than one
¢¢ made of wood or iton ;" and he frankly told his

* fiiends and patrons, that to him there was no
quantity of wealth equal in value to his eafe andli-

. berty; that ashe had defpifed riches at a time when
 he was moft in need of them, it would be fhame-
ful in him to feck ﬂ'zgm now, when he could more
_conveniently
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conveniently live without them * ; that every man

ought to apportion the provifion for his journey -

according to the diftance he had to travel; and
that having almoft reached the end of his courfe,
he ought to think more of his reception at the inn
than of his expences on the road. :

PerrARrcH, difgufted by the vicious manflers

¥ A fimilar ftyle of fentiment is very elegantly expreffed in’ one
of thofe Letters with which the Public have been favoured underthe
name of Sir TEomas Flrmﬁomc. ¢ I write this,” fays he to Palemen,
¢ while Cleora is angling by myfide under the fhade ofa fpreading elm
¢¢ that hangs over the banks of
¢¢ monious even than Strada’s, is ding us from a hawthorn
¢ buth, which fmileswithall the gaisty of ycuth and beauty 5 while

river. Anightingale, more har-

"’ o 2w o#a e = ., » gentle pales;
¢ Fanping their odorif*rous wings, difpenfe
¢ Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole

¢ Thofe balmy fpoils.”

& Whilft T am thus enjoying the innocent luxury of this vernal de-
¢ Jight, I look back upon thofe fcenes of turbulence wherein I was
¢¢ once engaged, with more than ordinary diftafte; and defpife myfelf

¢ for ever having entertained fo mean athought asto be rich and

€€ great. One of our monarchs ufed to fay,  that he looked upon
€¢ thofe to be the happieft men in the nation whofe fortune had
¢ placed them in the country above a bigh conflable; and below a juf=
§€ tiez of the peace.” It is in mediocrity of this happyjﬁl"ld that1 here
¢¢ pafs my life ; with a fortune far above the neceffity of engaging
€¢ in the drudgery of bufinefs, and with ﬂeﬁgsmuhtﬁp humble to
#¢ haye any relith for the fplendid baits of ambition.”

which

|

i
A

L .
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which furrounded the papal chair, retired into fo-
litude when he was only three-and-twenty years of
age, and in pofleflion of that exterior, both with
refpect to perfon and drefs, which forms fo effential
a part in the character of an accomplifhed Courtier.
Nature had decorated him with every pleafing at-
tribute. His fine form firuck obfervers fo forcibly,
‘that they ftopped as he pafled along to admire and
point out its fymmctry. His eyes were bright and
¢ fall of fire ; his lively countenance proclaimed the
vivacity of his mind; the frefheft colour glowed
upon his cheeks; his features were uncommonly
expreffive ; and his whol-ei;tppearance was manly,
elegant, and noble. The natural difpofition of his
‘heart, increafed by the warm climate of Italy, the
fire of youth, the feduétive charms of the various
beauties who reforted to the Papal Court from every
nation of Europe, and efpecially the prevailing
diffipation of the age, attached him, very early in
life, to the fociety of women. The decorations of
drefs deeply engaged his attention ; and the leaft
{pot or improper fold on his garments, which were
always of the lighteft colour, feemed to give him
real uneafinefs. Every form which appeared in-
elegant was carefully avoided even in the fafhion
of his fhoes; which were fo extremely tight, and
cramped him to fuch a degree, that he would foon
~ have been deprived of the ufe of his feet, if he had
not wifely recolleéted that it was much better to

difpleafe
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_ difpleafe the eyes of the ladies than to make hii«
felf a cripple. And to prevent the drefs of his
hair from being difcompofed, he prote&ed it with
anxicty from the rudenefs of the winds as he paffed
along the firects. Devoted, however, as he was to
the fervice of the fex, he maintained a rival fond-
nefs for literature, and an inviolable attachment to
moval fentiment; and while he celebrated the’
charms of his fair favourites in choice falian, he
referved his knowledge of the learned languages
for fubje@s more ferions and important.  Nor did-
he permit the warmth of his conftitution or the
fenfibility of his heart, great and exquifite as they
were, to debauch his rqg?%r or betray him into
the moft trifling indiferetion without feeling the
keeneft compunétion and repentance. ¢ I wilh,””
faid he, ¢ that I had a heart as hard as adamant,
¢ rather than be fo continually tormented by fuch
¢ feducing paffions.”  The heart of this amiable
young man was indeed cc;ntinually affailed by
the crowd of beauties that adorned the papal
Court, and the power of their charms, and the
facility with which his fituation enabled them to
enjoy his company, rendered him in fome degree
their captive; but, alarmed by the approaching
torments and difquietudes of Love, he cautioully
avoided their pleafing fnares, and continued, pre~
vious to the fight of his beloved Laura, to roam
¢ free and unconquered through the wilds of Love-””
THE
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Tae pradtice of the Civi/ Law was at this period

the only road to emmew.:c at AVIGNON ; but PE-
. TRARCH detefted the \rﬁllahty of the profeflien;

and, though he practifed at the Bar, and gained

( many caufes by his (eloqueufc, he afterwards re-

proached himfelf with it. ¢ In my youth,” fays
he, ¢ I devoted myfelf to the trade of felling
¢ words, orrather of fabricating falfchoods ; but that
¢ which we do againft our inclinations is feldom
t¢ attended with fuccefs ; my fondnefs was for
¢¢ Solitude, and therefore I attended the pradtice of
“¢ the Bar with averfion and difguft.” The fecret
which he entertained of
his own merit gave him all the confidence natural
to youth, and, filling his mind with that lofty fpirit

~ which begets the prefumption of being equal to
the higheft achievements, he relinguifthed THE

Bar for tre Ceurca; but his inveterate hatred
of the manners of the Epifcopal Court prevented
his exertions, and retarded his prometion. “I have
¢ no hope,”” faid he, in the thirty-fifth year of his
age, *¢ of making my fortune in the court of the
« Vicar of Jesus CHRisT ; to accomplifh that, I
«« muft affiduoufly attend the palaces of the great,
¢ and pradtife flattery, falfchood, and deceit.” A
talk of this kind was teo painful to bis feelings to
perform; noet becaufe he either hated the fociety
of men, or difliked advancement, but becaufe he
detefled the means he muft neceffarily have ufed to

i gratify
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gratify his ambition. Glory was his warmeft wifh,

and he ardently endeavoured to obtain it ; not in-

deed by the ways in'which it is ufaally ob_tail_:_le'd-;
but by delighting to walk in the moft unfrequented
paths, and, of courfe, by retiring from the worLD..
The facrifices he made to Solitude were great and
important; but his mind and his heart were form-
ed to enjoy the advantages it affords with a fuperior

degree of delight; a happinefs which refalted to

him from his hatred of a profligate court, and fmm-
h;s loye of liberty.

THE love of liberty

; gave the mind of Ro:

inveterate a difguft
to fociety, and became in
his pleafures. His Letters to MALESHERBES are

as remarkable for the difcovery they make of his

real difpofition as his Confeffions, which have been
as much mifunderftood as his charadter. ¢ I mif-
% took for a great length of time,” fays he, in
ane of thefe Letters, ¢ the caufe of that invineible
¢ difguft which I always felt in my intercourfe
“ with the world. I attributed it to the mor-
¢ tification of not poffefling that quick and ready
¢ talent neceflary to difplay in converfation the
¢ little knowledge I poffeffed ; and this reflected
# an idea that [ did nothold that reputation in the
¢ opinion of mankind which I conceived I merit-
“ed.  But although, after fcribbling many ri=

¢¢ diculous

de the fpring ofal |

the fecret caufe which



" ¢ which, honour,

& -2
UPON THE nmm-. to1br

ik dh:ulous things, and perceiving myﬂelf fought
L “¢ after by all the world, and honoured with much

* “““ more confideration than even my own ridiculous

“¢ yanity would have led me to exped, I found that
“I was in n 'ﬂanger of being taken for a
‘¢ fool ; yet il feehng the fame difguft rather
¢ augmented than diminithed, I concluded that
“it muft arife from fome other caufe, and
““that thefe were not the kind of enjoy-
e mcnts which I muft look for. What then,
SEin fa& was the caufe of it? It was no other
< than that 1n\r1nc1ble jj&zrﬂ of liberty which no-
§: thmg can ovcrcom,e, @ﬁd in competition with
e, and even fame itfelf,

-

.amg‘ It is certain, that this

{ ¢ arefome as_n
E ¢ fpirit of Diberty ‘is engendered lefs by pride than

.:“ by indolence; but this indolence is incredible ;
¢ it is alarmed at every thing; it renders the moft
<¢ trifling duties of civil life infupportable: to be
“ obliged to fpeak a word, to write a letter, or
““to pay a vifit, are to me, from the moment
“ the oblgganon arifes, the fevereit punifhments.
¢ This is the reafon why, although the ordinary
¢ commerce of men is odious to me, the pleafures
¢ of private friendfhip are fo dear to my heart;

- for in ﬂlc’fn@ulgcnse of private friendfhips there

no. rm ; we have only to fol- -
the heart, and all is done.

e T!us is thb. reafoﬁ alfo why I have fo much
i M ¢¢ dreaded
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¢ dreaded to accept of favours; for every a& of
¢ kindnefs demands an acknowledgment, and T 4‘
¢ feel that my heart is ungrateful only becaufe Fig
¢ gratitude becomes a duty. The kind of hap-
“ pinefs, in {hort, which pleafes me befl doesnot
¢ confift fo much in doing what I wifh, as in
¢ avoiding that which is difagreeable to me. ~Ac- *
¢ tive life affords no temptations tome. Iwould

# much rather do nothing at all than that.whiﬁ]:ﬁl_
“diflike; and I have frequently thought that I
¢ fhould not have lived very unhappily even in
“ the Bafiile, provided I was free from any other :
*¢ conftraint than that of refiding within
“ its walls.”

" -\Q“-

i

Ax Englith author afks, ¢ Why are the in- ¥
¢ habitants of the rich plains of LoMBARDY, g
“ where Nature pours her gifts in fuch profufion,
¢ lefs opulent than thofe of the mountains of =
¢ SwissERLAND? Becaufe FrReepom, whofe in-
¢ fluence is more benign than funﬂlme and ze-
“ phyrs; who covers the rugged mck with foil,. =
“ drains the fickly fwamp, and clothes the. Bmm _
“ heath in verdure; who drefies the labourer’s: ;b',
¢¢ face with fmiles, and makes him behold his in->
¢ creafing family with delight and exultation ;
¢ FREEDOM has abandoned the fertile fields of
¢ LoMBARDY, and dwells among the mountains
¢ of SwisserLaND.”  This obfervation, though
drefled ,
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drefled in fuch enthufiaftic expreﬁioﬂs,l is literally

true at Uri, Schwitz, Undewalde, Zug, Glaris,
and Appenzel ; for thofe who have more than their
‘wants require are RIcH ; and thofe who are enabled

to think, to fpeak, and to act as-inclination may

di&ate, are FREE.

CompeTENcY and LiserTy therefore are the
true fweeteners of life. That flate of mind, fo
rarely poffeffed, in which a man can fincerely fay,
< T hawe enough,”’ is the higheft attainment of phi-

lofophy. Happinefs does not confift in having
fufficient. This is the reafon

‘are feldom happy ; for
: thau they poffefs, and are

they always defire n

r urged mceﬂ‘antlyta attempt more than itisin their

power eafily to achieve. He who wants little has
always enough. ¢ I am contented,” fays Pe-

. PRARCH, in a letter to his friends, the Cardinals

TarLeyrAND and Bonoena, ¢ I defire nothing
“more. I enjoy every thing that is neceffary to
# life. CrnernwaTus, Curtius, FABRICIUS,
< and RecuULUs, after having conquered nations,
< and led kings in triumph, were not fo rich as I
¢« am. But I thould always be'poor, if I were to

_ * open a door to my paffions. Luxury,ambition,

« ayarice, know no bounds, and defire is an un-
¢ fathomable abyfs. I have clothes to cover me;

“ victuals to fupport‘ me; horfes to carry me;
M2 ) ¢ Jands
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& Ianj{_is::to lie down or walk upon while I live,

< and to receive my remains when I die. What

¢ more was any Roman Emperor poffeffed of?

¢« My body is healthy, and being engaged in toil

¢ is lefs rebellious againft my mind. I have books

< of every kind, which are to me ineftimable

¢¢ treafures ; thcy fill my foul with a voluptuous

¢ delight untinCtared with remorfe. I 'have friends

¢ whom I confider more precious than any thieg

<« I poffefs, provided their counfels do not tend |
¢ to abridge my liberty; and I know of no other §
“ enemies s thean thofe which em‘y has raifed againft |
“ me. 54 L

where a fimplicity of manners prevanls, thc real
wants of men are not only few but eafily fatisfied ;
for being ignorant of thofe defires which luxury
creates, they can have no idea of indulging them.
An old Country Curate, who had all his life refided
upon a lofty mountain near the Lake of Zhun in
the Canton of Berze, was one day prefentedwitha
moor-cock. The good old man, ignorant that fuch
a bird exifted, confulted with his cook-maid in
what manner this rarity was to be difpofed of, and
they both agreed to bury it in the garden. If we
~ were all, alas ! as ignorant of the delicious flavour

of moor-cocks, we might all be as happy and con-
tented
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VAUCLUSE w;qte to him, ¢ If you prefer the
“ tranqullhty' * the connrry to the noife of the
“ town, come hﬁrb and enjoy yourfelf Do not
« be alarmed by the fimplicity of my table,
¢t or the hard!té& of my beds, ‘i(lqgs thern{'clves

- % are frequently ﬂt{'guﬁe& by the luxury in which

£t thejr :_ , and ﬁgh for comforts of a more
¢ homely kind. ‘Change of fcenc is always
£ ng_, and plea{'ures by qc_:caﬁonal 1nterrup~

.you the moﬁ
--%*éfuwus, filver
the indulgence
; e the reft to me.
1 with a bed of the fineft
5 turf acouling fhade, the mufic of the night-
‘¢ ingale, ﬁgs, raifins, water drawn from the frefh-
elt fprmgs, a\ml,h:? fhort, every thing that the
¢ hand of Nature _E?é‘ﬁires for the lap of genuine
« plcafure.”

AH | who would not wnlhng!y renounce thofe
th:ngs which only produce difquietude in the mind,
for thofe which render it conmg{,l? The art of
accaﬁonaﬁg .'dl\l'ﬁliﬁn 3 ition, tafte, and
paﬁidns, ;W and unknown enjoyments to
ind, s pleafure without pain, and
My luxury

¥

165
ek
Cardinal CQLQN%@L to vifit hfs‘retlﬁamcnt at

.



168  THE INFLUENCE OF SOLITUDE

luxury without repentance.  The fenfes, deaderied
By fatiety, revive to new enjoyments. The lwely
twitter of the groves, and the murmur of the
brooks, yield a more dcizca.o_us pleafure to the ear:
than the mufic of the opera, or the compofitions
of the ableft mafters.. The eye repofes more agree-
ably on the concave firmament, on an éxpanfe of
waters, on mountains covered with rocks, than it
does on all t_hé glare of balls; aflemblies, and petiz
Seoupers. In fhort, the mind enjoys in Solitude ob-
jets which were before infupportable, and, re- =
‘clining on the bofom of fimplicity, eafily renounces
every vain delight. PETRARCH qutc from VAU-_ o
« CLUSE to one of his f ]

& aga‘inﬁ my corpor
¢ my enemies. My €3
¢ me guilty of fo many follies,

are now confined
“ to the view of a fingle woman, old, black, and
¢ fun-burnt. If HeLEN or LucrETIA had pof- -»"
¢ feffed fuch a face, TroY would never have been
¢ reduced to afhes, nor TARQUIN driven from the
¢ empire of the world. But to- compenfate thefe
¢ defe@s, the is faithful, fubmiffive, and in-
¢ duftrious. ' She paffes whole days in the fields,
¢ her fhrivelled {kin defying the hotteft rays of the
¢ fun. My wardrobe ftill contains fine clothes,
¢ but I never weat them; and you would take
% me for a common labourer or a fimple thepherd ; .
¢ I who formerly was fo anxious about my drefs: |

. L

8
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v But the reafons which then prevailed no longer
¢ exift; the é\l‘éfs by which I was enflaved are
¢ broken; the eyes which I was anxious to pleafe
¢ are fhnt; and if they were fill open, they would
¢ not pethaps now be able to maintain the fame
¢ cmpn‘e mzer my hear‘t »
R
SOLITUD]!, by ftrrppmg worldly objeds of the
falfe fplendour in which fancy arrays them, difpels
ambition from the rnimi Accuﬁomed to
nd mdlﬁ'erent to every other kind of
r thinks high offices
or y of his defires.
d with tears on
fulfhip, becaufe
ne year of the oppor-
lds. CIncINNATUS,

t would deprive
tunity of cultivatin

tnumphal entry into Rsme, and, at the expiration
of fixteen days, returned to his plow. 1t 1s true,
that the inmate of an humble cottage, who is
forced to earn his daily bread by labour, and the
owner of a fpacious manfion, for whom every lux-
ury is prevxaed are n’athe!d m*cglual eftimation
by mankind. B,gt'-}e’éthe man who has experienced
'both thele ﬁtuzl?:wns-he afked under which ef them

he fe]t the me{t content.  The cares and in-
quietudes

n

3T
-

.'"'f@:l !



176 THE INFLUENCE OF SOLITUDE

quietudes -of the palace are mnﬁrnerabgr gremx
than thofe of the cottage; in the fnrme:, :
tent pmfans every cnjaymeu* and its

their cooka prej
heaths of LI-“

{qa’geﬂ__azs a _p_;cafant upon thc
‘é.digeﬁs his bucknébkatﬂﬁg»

\mll be farﬁed to acknowlet!ge, that ﬂ:(
truth in the repl}" Whlch a prefty E renéh C

Paris: « Ahl_ '
¢ from ourfelves, t
L happinefs.” :
SoLrTUDE, by m r
the heart, and expelling ambltton from the brea,&’;
becomes a real afylum to the difappo:nted

ic M:m{‘a:r who can ret;re, like NECK AR, through *2
- the portals of everlafting fame. Every perfon;
" indeed, without diftin&tion, ought to raife- his
grateful hands to heaven on being difmiffed from
the troubles of public life, to the calm repofe which
the cultivation of his native fields and the care of
his flocks and herds afford. I-';"x FRAECE, however,
when a Minifter, who has incurred the dlfpfeaﬁlre
of his Sovereign, is ordered to retire, and thereby

4 4 enabled

m_.

=0 P N

£
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enabled to vifit an eftate which he has decorated :
in the higheft ftyle of rural elegance, this delight-
ful retreat, alas! being confidered a place of exile,
becomes intolerable ‘to his mind; he ne longer
fancies himfelf its mafter; is incapable of relifhing
its enchanting beauties; repofe flies from his pil-
low ; and, furning with averfion from every object,
he dies at length the victim of fpleen, petulance,
and dejetion *. . But in ENGLAND it is juft the

. reverfe. Therea Minifteris congratulated on re-

I tiring, like a2 man who. has happily efcaped from a

i dangerous malady; he fees himfelf ftill {furrounded

by many frlends- 'Emuc nore worthy than his ad-

> for while thofe were

v confiderations of in-

4 = _ hed to him by real and per-~
manent efteem. Thanks, generous Britons! for
the examples you have given to us of men fuffici-

pnwtl - bold and independent to weigh events in the

s of reafon, and to guide themfelyes by the in-

% <6 This is the fate,” fays one of our writers,  which generally
§¢ attends every [pecies of difgrace. The credit, authority, and con-
¢ fideration, which they before enjoyed, are like thofe tranfient fires
. é¢ which thine during the night, and, being fuddenly extinguifhed,
L« only render the darknefs and {olitude, in which the traveller isin-
«¢ yolved, more vifible.” The truth of this obfervation is finely il-
luftrated by the pen of the celebrated Le SaGE,in the ftory which
hevelates of the dll‘gra:énf the DukE oF OssuNA, ina novellately
tranflated into Englifh, called ¢¢ The Hiftory'of VanirLo Gon-

¢ zALES, or The Merry Batche]ur,“
trinfic
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trinfic and real merits of each cafe : for, notwith+
ftanding the freedom with which many Englifh=
men have arraigned the difpenfations of the Su~
preme Being; notwithflanding the mockery and
fidicule with which they have fo frequently in-
fulted virtue, good manners, and decorum, there
" dre many more among them, who, efpecia'lly‘ at an
advanced period of their lives, perfeétly underftand
the art of living by themfelves; and in their
tranquil and delightful viLras think with more
dignity, and live with more real happinels, than
the haughticft noble in the zenith of his power.

_ OF the Minifters wk ire from the adminif-
tration of public affairs, the majority finith theit

days in cultivating their’ gardens, in- improving ZA

their eftates, and, like the excellent De LA RocCHE ¢
at Spire, certainly poffefs more content with #he

Jhovel and the rake, than they enjoyed in the moift
profperous hours of their adminiftration.

Tt has indeed been faid, that obfervations like
. thefe are common to perfons who, ignorant of the
manners of the world, and the characters of men,
love to moralize on, and recommend a contempt
of human greatnefs ; but that rural innocence, the
pure and fimple pleafures of nature, and an unin~
terrupted repofe, are very feldom the companions
of this boafted folitude. Thofe who maintain this

opinion

% A
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opinien affert, that man, though farrounded with
difficulties, and obliged to employ every art and
cunning to attain his ‘ends, feels with his fuccefs,
the pleafing power which attaches to the character
of mafter, and fondly indulges in the exercife of
fovereignty., Enabled to create and to deftroy, to
plant andto root up, to make alterations when
and where he pleafes, he may grub np a vineyard
and plant an Englith grove on its fcite; ereét
hills where hills never were feen; level eminences
to the ground ; compel the fiream to flow as his
inclination fhall dire¢t; force woods and fhrub-
beries to grow where ﬁg}ép}eafes; graft or lop as it
; en views and fhut oyt
boundaries ; conftruct rai s where buildings never
exifted ; ere&t temples of which he alone is the
high prieft; and build hermitages in which he
may feclude himfelf at pleafure: it is faid, how-
eyer, that this is not a reward for the reftraings
hc formerly experienced, but a patural inclina-
tion; for thata Minifter muft be, from the habits
of his life, fond of command and fovereignty,
whether he continues at the head of an extenfive
empire, or diredts the management of a poultry-
yard.

It would moft undoubtedly difcover a great
ignorance of the world and of the nature of man,
to contend that it is neceflary to renounce all

the
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the inclinations of the human heart in order to
enjoy the advantages of Solitude. That which
nature has implanted in the human breaft muft
there remain. I therefore a Minifter, in his re-
tirement, is not fatiated with the exercife of power
and authority, but ftill _fdﬂdl:y wifhes for command,
let him require obedience from his chickens, pro-
vided fuch a gratification is effential to his hap~
pinefs, and tends to fupprefs the defire of again
expofing himfelf to thofe tempefts and fhipwrecks
‘which he can only avoid in the fafe harbour ‘of

rural life ¥,  An Exminifter muft fooner or later,

learn to defpife the apﬁé ¢ nees of human great-
nefs, when he difcovers that true greatnefs fre-
quently begins at that period of life which ftatef-
men are apt to confider a dreary void; that the re-
gret of being no longer able to do more good is
only ambition indifguife; and that the inhabitants
of the country, in cultivating their cabbages and
potatoes, are a hundred times happier than the

greateft Minifter. =

Norumne contributes more to the advance-

# ¢ MansHAL DE BourrFLERs has retired to his eflate to cal=
¢ tiyate his fields,” faid Mapame MAINTENON; ¢ but I am of
¢ opinion, that thisCiyeiNwaTus would not be forry tobe fetched
«¢ from his plough; forat his departure he charged us all to think of
¢ him if any thing was wanted during his abfence, which may poffi-
¢ bly continue fifteen days,” g

ment

4
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- ment of é:lrthly felicity, than a reliance on thofe

i’?

T

~ any longer govern th
_tlemen-barbers :

maxims which teach us to do.as much good as poffi-
ble, and to take things juff as we find them ; for it
is certainly true, that no charaers are fo unhappy
as thofe who are continually finding fault with
every thing they fee. My barber, at Hamwr,
while he was preparing to fhave me, exclaimed,
with a deep figh, ¢ 7t is temribly hot to-day.”
“ You place heaven,” faid I to him, *in great
¢ difficulties. For thefe nine months laft paft you
¢ have regularly told me every other day, Ir is
% terribly cold to-day.”” Cannot the Almighty then

% erfe without thefe gen~
mething to be difcon-
*1 atked him, * much

tented with? ¢

© 4 better to take the e aﬁ:ms .as they change, and to

€ receive with equal gratitude from the hand of

% God the winter’s cold, and the fummer’s

a@'lnth —c Q! certainly,” replled the bar-
ber. "
A ne. .
CompETENCY and CoNTENT therefore may,
in general, be confidered as the bafis of earthly
happinefs ; and Solitude in many inftances favours . -
both the one and the other.

-SoLITUDE not only refines the enjoyments of

FriENDsHIP, but enables us to acquire friends

from

J&.

= AL 4

"
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from whom nothing can alienate our fouls; and t@
whofe arnis we never fly in vain.

THE friends of PETRARCH fometimes apolo-
gized to him for their long abfence: ¢ It is im=
« poffible for us;” faid they, ‘ to follow your
¢ example: the life you lead at Pauclufe is con-
¢ trary to human mature. In winter you fit like
“an owl in the chimney-corner. 'In fummer;
‘ you are running inceflantly about the fields:”
PerrarcH {miled at thefe obfervations.  “¢ Thefe
¢ people,” faid he, “ confider the pleafures of the
¢ world as the {upreme good; and cannot bear
¢ the idea of renouncing them. I have friends
“ whofe fociety is extremely agreeable to me;
& they are of all ages, and of evcry country. They
¢¢ have diftinguifhed themfelves both in the cabinet
¢ and in the field, and ebtained high honours for
¢ their knowledge of the fciences. It is eafy to
¢ gain accefs to them; for they are alwaysat my
¢“fervice; and I admit them to my company and
¢ difmifs them from it whenever I pleafe. They
¢ are never troublefome, but immediately anfwer
¢ every queftion I afk them. Some relate to me
¢¢ the events of paft ages, while others reveal to
¢ me the fecrets of nature. Some teach me how
“¢“to live, and others how to diec: fome, by their
“ vivacity, drive away my cares, and exhilarate
& mY

4.
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¢ my fpirits; whlle others give fortitude to my
*“ mind, and teach me the important leflon how to
“ reftrain my defires, and to depend only on
¢ myfelf. They open to me, in fhort, the various
“¢ avenues of all the arts and fciences, and upon
“ their information T fafely rely in all emer-
‘¢ gencies. In return for all thefe fervices, they
““ only atk me to accommodate them with a con-
¢ venient chamber in fome corner of my humble
¢¢ habitation where they may repofe in peace:
¢ for thefe friends are more delighted with the
o trauqmllltv of retirement than with the tumults
o s of fociety.” 3

Love ! the moft precious gift of Heaven,

¢ The cordial drop that Heav'nin our cup has thrown,
 To make the bitter pill of life go down,”

,-'- "
appears to merit a diftinguifhed rank among the
advantages of Solitude. ;

Love voluntarily unites itfelf with the afpect
of beautiful nature. The view of a pleafing land-
fcape makes the heart beat with the tendereft
emotions: the lonely mountain and the filent
grove increafe the fufceptibility of the female
bofem, infpire the mind with rapturous enthu-
fialm, and, fooner or later, draw afide and fubjugate

the heart.
i N WoMEN
-

. i
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Womex feel the pure and tranquil pleafures

of rural life with a higher fenfibility than men.
They enjoy more ‘exquifitely the beauties of a
lonely walk, the frefhnefs of a fhady foreft, and
admire with higher ecftafy the charms of Nature *.
Solitude is to them the fchool of true philofophy.
In ENGLAND, at leaft, where the face of the

country is fo beautiful, and where the tafte

of ifs

~ inhabitants is hourly adding to it new embellifh-
ments, the love of RurAL SoLITUDE is certainly
ftronger in the women than the men. A noble-

man who employs the day in riding over his

eﬂ:atc, )

or in following the hounds, does not enjoy the

pleafures of rural life w

1 the fame delight as his

lady, who devotes her time, in her romantic plea~

ﬁ:re—grounds, to needle-work, or to the rea,dmg of

* There are however, as is well known, many females, who, from

vicious habits and depraved taftes, prefer, or think they)

noife and naftinefs of a crowded city, to the beautiful vcrdup‘c:'
air of the cauntry; a difpofition which the poethas not unhappily

{atirifed in the following Tines.
¢ Such FuLvra’s paffion for the town ; frefh air,
¢ An odd efe, gives vapours to the fair;
¢¢ Green fields and fhady groves, and cryftal fprings,
<t And larks and nightingales, are odious things ;

¢¢ But fmoke and duft, and noife and crowd, delight ;

¢ And to be prefled to death tranfports her quites
¢t When filver rivulets play the flowery meads,

¢ And woodbines give their fiveets and limes their ﬂll‘ml

¢ Black kennels abfent odour fhe regrets,
% And (tops her nofe at beds of violstas™

1

sseRifetes )

the_ e,
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fome infirutive, interefting work. In this happy
country indeed, where the people, in general, love
the enjoyments of the mind, the calm of rural re-
tirement"'is-ddnfbly valiable, and its.-defights more
exquifite.  The learning which has of late years
fo confiderably increafed among the Ladies of
GERmMANY is certainly to be attributed to their
love of retirement; for among thofe who pafs
their time in the country, we find much more
trae wit and rational fentiment, than among the
Beaux Efprits of the metropolis *.

Minps, indeed, apparently infenfible in the at-
mofphere of a metropelis, unfold themfelves with
rapture in the c_c:)_uf,'r‘c"14‘§;.j “This is the reafon why
the return of {pring fills every tender breaft with
Love. ¢ What can more refemble Love,” fays °
a celebrated German philéfopher, *¢ than the feel-
o -iqg;-With which my foul is infpired at the fight
¢ of this magpificent valley thus illumined by the
¢ fetting fun!” Rousseau fﬂ_t'.-inexﬁ"r"éﬁ'iblc de-
light on viewing the firft appearances of f{pring;

* The early amufements of women, it is well faid, are the cir-
cumftances that form their difpofition and chara@ers. What can
be expetted from the confinement, the agitations, and the paffions
of a card table ? How difterent the effect of contemplating nature in
her moft exquifite’ and ufeful forms! Itimproves the heart as well
as ti;:_t; tafte : and Botany is the mo(telegant and the beft of all fe-
male amufements. ;

N 2 the
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the earlielt bloffoms of that charming feafou gave
new life and vigour to his mind; the tendereft
difpofitions of his heart were awakened and aug-
mented by the foft verdure it prefented to his eyes;
and the charms of his miftrefs were aflimilated with
the beauties that furrounded him on every fide.
The view of an extenfive and pleafing profpect
foftened his forrows; and he breathed his fighs
with exquifite delight amidft the rifing flowers
of his garden, and the rich fruits of his orchard.

Lovers conftantly feek the rural grove to in-
dulge, in the tranquillity of retirement, the unin-
terrupted contemplation of the beloved object
which forms the fole hap‘;iincfs of their lives. Of
what importance to them are all the tranfa&ions
of the world, or indeed 'any thing that does not
tend to indulge the paffion that fills their breafts.
Silent groves, embowering glades, or the lonely
borders of murmuring ftreams, where they may
freely refign themfelves to their fond refleGtions,
are the only confidants of their fouls. A lovely
thepherdefs offering her foftering bofom to the
infant {he is nurfing, while at her fide her well-
beloved partner fits dividing with her his morfel of
hard black bread, is a hundred times more happy
than all the fops of the Town: for Love infpires
the mind, in the higheft degree, with all that is

clevated,
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clevated, delightful, and affecting in najure, and
warims the coldeft bofoms with the greateft fenfibi-
lity and the higheft rapture,

Love’s fofteft images fpring up anew in Soli-
tude. The remembrance of thofe emotions which
the firft blufh of confcious tendernefs, the firft
gentle preflure of the hand, the firft dread of in-
terruption create, recurs inceflantly ! Time, it
is faid, extinguifhes the flame of Love, but SoL1-
TUDE renews the fire, and calls forth thofe agents
which lie long concealed, and only wait a favour-
able moment to difplay their powers: the whole
courfe of youthful feeling again beams forth ; and
the mind—delicious @colleéhon |—fondly retra-
cing the firft affection of the heart, fills the bofom
with an indelible fenfe of thofe high ecftafies which
a connoiffeur has faid, with as much truth as ener-
gy, proclaim for the firft time that happy difcovery,
that fortunate moment, when two lovers firft per-
ceive their mutual fondnefs .~

HerDER mentions a certain caft of people in
Asia, whofe mythology thus divided the felicities

* No perfon hasdefcribed the recolleétion of that precious moment
fo eloguently, fiveetly, and tenderly as RoussEau : — Precious
€ moments, fo much tu be regretted | Oh! begin again your de-
€¢ lightful courfe; flow on with longer duration in my remem=
¢¢ brance, if it be poffible, tham you did in reality in your fugitive
¢ fucceflion.”

3 of

N 3
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of eternity :—** that men, after death, wcr&,'iﬂ the
*¢ celeftial regions, immediately the objes of fe-
¢ male love during the courfe of a thoufand years,
‘¢ firft by tender looks, then by a balmy kifs, and
<t afterwards by immaculate alliance.”

It was this noble and fublime fpecies of affeé-
tion that WirLAn®, in the warmeft moments of
impaffioned youth, felt for an amiable, fenfible,
and beautiful Lady of Zwich; for that extraor-
dinary genius was perfectly fatisfied that the meta=
phyfical effe@s of Love begin with the firft figh,
and expire, to a certain degree, with the firft kifs.
I one day afked this young lady when it was that
WIELAND had faluted her for the firft time?
“ WisLanp,” replied the amiable girl, ¢ did not
* kifs my hand for the firft time until four years
#* after-our acquaintance commenced.”

e
Younc per{ons, in general, however doﬂnot,
like WrIELAND, adopt the my{hc refinements of
- Love. Yielding to the fentiments which the paf-
fion infpires, and lefs acquainted withiits metaphyfi-
cal nature, they feel at an earlier age, in the tran-
quillity of Solitude, that irrefiftible impulfe to the
union of the fexes which the God of Nature has
fo firongly implanted in the human breaft.

A Lapy who refided in great retirement, at a
romantic
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romantic cottage upon the banks of the Lake of
Geneva, had three innocent and lovely daughters.
The eldeft was about fourteen years of age, the
youngeft was about nine, when they were.pre-
fented with a tame bird, which hopped and flew
about the chamber the whole day, and formed the
fole amufement and pleafure of their lives. Plac-
ing themfelves on their knees, they offered, with
unwearied delight, their little favourite pieces of
bifcuit from their ﬁngers, and endeavoﬁred bx every
means to induce him to fly toand nefilein their bo-
foms; but the bird, the moment he had got the bif-
cuit, with cunning. c&ynefs eluded their hopes, and
hopped away, Tk m’ht}a favourite at length died.
A year after this &

-_""‘fhc youngeft of the three
ﬁf’ccrs faxd to her miother, ¢ Qh, I remember that
deﬁﬁttlc bird! 1 with, mamma, you would
£ pracure me fuch a one to play with.”—¢ Oh!
,”” replied her eldeft fifter, I fhould like to
« have a little dog to play with better than any
¢ thing. I could catcha lictle. dog, take him on
s my knee, and hug him in my arms. A bird
« affords me no pleafure; he perches a little while ©
¢ on my finger, then flies away, and there is no
¢ catching him again; but a little dog, oh ! what
¢ pleafure——""

-

I smaLL never forget the poor Religienfc in

: whofe apartment I found abreeding cage of canary
N 4 birds
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birds ; nor forgive myfelf for having burft into 2
fit of laughter at the difcovery :—it was, alas | the
fuggeftion of Nature, and who can refift what Na-
ture {uggefts? This myftic wandering of religious
mindé, this celeftial epilepfy of Loye, this prema-
ture effect of Solitude, is only the fond application
of one natural inclination raifed fuperior to all
others. '

Assexce and tranquillity appear fo favourable
to the indulgence of this pleafing paffion, that
lovers frequently quit the beloved objeét to refleét
in Solitude on her charms. = Who does not recol-
le¢t to have read, in the Confeffions of Rousseau,
the ftory related by MADAME DE LUXEMBERG,
of a lover who quitted the prefence of his miftrefs
only that he might have the pleafure of writing to
her? Rousseau replied to MapaME DE Lux-
EMBERG, that he wifhed he had been that man;
and his wifh was founded on a perfet know]"t.'-i’age
of the paffion; for who lias ever been in love, and

. does not know that there are moments when the
pen is capable of exprefling the fine feclings of the
heart with much greater effeét than the voice,
with its miferable organ of fpeech. The tongue,
even in its happieft elocution, is never {o perfuafive
as the fpeaking eyes, when lovers gaze with filent
ecftafy on each other’s charms,

LovERS
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LovErs not only exprefs but feel their paffion
with higher ecftafy and happinefs in Solitude than
in any other fituation. What fathionable lover ever
painted his paffion for a lovely miftrefs with fuch
laconic tendernefs and effet, as the village Chorif-
ter of Hangver did, on the death of a young and
beautiful country girl with whom he was enamour-
ed, when, after erecting, in the cemetery of the ca-
thedral, a fepulchral ftone to her memory, he
carved, in anartlefs manner, the.ﬁgu re of a bloom-
ing RosE on its front, and infcribed beneath it thefe
words: C’¢ft ainfi qw'elle fur.”

It was at the feet of thofe rocks which over-
hang the celebrated retreat at Vavcrusk, that Pe-
TrARCE compofed his fineft {fonnets to deplore the
abfence, or to complain of the cruelty of his beloved
Lavra. The Italians are of opinion, that when
loveinfpired his mufe, his poetry foared far beyond
that of any poet who ever wrote before or fince his
time, either in the Greek, the Latin, or the Tuf-
can languages. ¢¢ Ah! how foft and tender is this
“¢ language of the heart!” they exclaim: ¢ Pe-
¢ TRARCH alone was acquainted with its power;
¢ he has added to the three Graces a fourth—

¢¢ the Grace of DELICACY.”

Love, however, when indulged in rural Soli-

tude, or amidft the romantic fcenery of an ancient
caitle,
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caftle, and affitted by the ardent imagination of
impetuous youth, frequently affumes a more bold
and violent charalter. Religious enthufiafm,
blended with a faturnine difpofition, forms, in ef-
fervefeent minds, a fublime and extraordinary com-
pound of the feelings of the heart. A youthful
lover of this defeription, when deprived of the =
fuiles of his miftrefS, takes his firft declaration of
love from the text of the Apocalypfe, and thinkshis
paffion an efernal melam’baly, but when he.is in-
clined to fharpen the dartwithin his breaft, his in-
fpired mind views in the beloved ah_]e& the fairelt
model of divine pcrfcc'.’uon. .

Two lovers of this rouiaanﬁé' caft, placed in fome
ancient folitary caftle, foar far beyond the com-
mon tribe, and as their ideas refine, their paffions
become proportionately fublime. Surround
{ftupendous rocks, and imprefled by the ay
nefs of the fcene, the beloved youth is confid
not merely as an amiable and virtuous man, but as
a god * : the infpired mind of the fond female fan-
cies her bofom to be the fan&tuary of love, and con-

% ¢« When the paffion of Love isatits height,” fays RousseAU;
¢ it arrays the beloved objeét in every pofiible perfedtion: makes
¢¢ itan idol, places it in heaven; and,as the enthufiafm of Devo-
¢ T10x borrows the language of Love, the enthufiafm of Love bor-
¢ rows the language of Devorron. The lover beholds nothing
¢ but Paradife, angels, the virtues of faints, and the felicities of
¢ heaven.” ‘

ceives
4

wak
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ceives her affedtion for the youthful idol of her
heart to be an emanation ‘from heaven; a ray of
the divine prefence. Ordinary lovers, without
doubt, in fpite of abfence, unite their fouls, write -
by every poft, feize all occafions to converfe with,
or hear from each other; but our more fublime
and exalted female introduces into her romance of
paflion every butterfly fhe meets with, and all the
feathered fongfters of the groves; and, except in
the obje& of her love, no longer fees any thing as
itreally is. Reafon and fenfe no longer guide ;
the refinements of love direét all her movements;
{he tears the world from its poles, and the fun from
its axis; and to prove ‘that all fhe does is rlght‘,
eftablithes for herfelf and her lover a new gofpel,

and a new fyftem of morality.

A 1LOVER, f{eparated perhaps for ever from a
firefs who has made the moft important facri-
fices to his happinefs; who was his only confola-
tion in affliction, his only comfort in calamity ;
whofe kindnefs fupported his finking fortitude ;
who remained his faithful and his only friend in
dire adverfity and domeftic forrow, feeks, as his
fole refource, a flothful Solitude. Nights paffed
in {leeplefs agonies, a diftafte of life, a defire of
death, an abhorrence of all fociety, and a love of
dreary feclufion, drive him, day after day, wander-

ing, as chance may dire&, through the moft folitary
retirements,
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retirements, far from the hated traces of mankind.
‘Were he, however, to wander from TaE ELBE to
THE LAKE oF GExEva; were he to feek re-
lief in the frozen confines of the North, or the
burning regions of the Weft, to the utmoft extre-
mities of earth or feas, he would ftill be like zhe
bind defcribed by VirciIL :

< Stung with the ftroke, and madding with the pain,
< She wildly flies from wood to wood in vain;

¢ Shoots o'er the Crefan lawn with many a bound,

“ The cleaving dart fill rankling in the wound #."

PerrARCH, on returning to VAUCLUSE, felt,
with new and increafing ftings, the paffion which
perturbed his breaft. Immediately on his arrival
at this fequeftered fpot, the image of his beloved
Laura inceffantly haunted his imagination. He
beheld her at all times, in every place, and under
a thoufand different forms. ¢ Three times in
““ the middle of the night, when every d@q‘t"%"s
¢ clofed, fhe appeared to me,” fays he, “¢ at the
¢¢ feet of my bed with a ftedfaft look as if confi-
¢ dent of the power of her charms. Fear fpread
““a chilling dew over all my limbs. My blood
¢ thrilled through my veins towards my heart. If

* Drocenes LAERT1US, in his life of Crates, fays, that love is
to be cured by hunger if not by time; or,if neither of thefe reme-
dies fucceed, by a halter.

Dios. Lagzt. lib. 6. fet. 86-

i any
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¢ any one had then entered my apartment with
¢ a candle, they would have beheld me as pale as
¢ death, with every mark of terror on my face,
¢ Rifing, before the break of day, with trembling
“ limbs, from my difordered bed, and haftily
¢ leaving my houfe, where every thing created
¢ alarm, | climbed to the fummit of the rocks, and
¢ ran wildly through the woods, cafling my eyes
¢« inceffantly on every fide to feeif the form which
¢ had haunted my repofe flill purfued me. Alas!
I could find no afylum. Places the moft fe-
¢« queftered, where I fondly flattered myfelf that I
¢¢ {hould be alone, prefented her continually to my
< mind, and 1 beheld her fometimes iffuing from
¢ the hollow trunk of a tree, from the conccaled
¢¢ fource of a fpring, or from the dark cavity of a
< broken rock. Fear rendered me infenfible, and
<¢ T neither knew what I did, nor where I went.””

B+

o

"Sorirupe affords no remedy to an imagination
fubjec to be thus violently perturbed *, and there-
fore Ovip has, with great propriety, faid,

<« But Solitude muft never be allow'd ;

« A lover's ne'er fo {afe as in a crowd ;
“ For

# Dr. ApaM SniT, in his admirable Effay an ¢ The Theory of
¢ Moral Sentiments,” obferves, % In folitude we are apt to feel too
¢ gtrongly whatever relates to ourfelvess we are apt to overrate the

s good offices we have done, and theinjuries we may have fuffered:
we

S
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« For private places private grief increafe;

¢ What haunts you there in company will ceafe
« If to the gloomy defart you repair,

« Your mifirefs’ angry form will meet you there.”

PeTrARCH, from the very commencement of
his pafiion, felt the inutility of attempting to fly
from Love. Rocks and forefts afforded no com-
fort to his wounded heart. Love purfued his fteps
through every haunt, however {avage and forlorn.
The pure and limpid ftream of VavcLuse, and
the umbrageous woods which almoft concealed the
decorated dale in which the ftream arofe, appeared.
to him the only place likely to abate the fiercenefs
of thofe fires which confumed his heart. The
moft frightful defarts, the deepeft forefts, the moft
macceflible mountains, were to him the moft agree-
able abodes. But LovEe accompanied him whﬁc-
ever he went, prevented his repofe, and
foul back to Avienon. L

¢ we it apt to be tos much elated by our good, and teo much de-
¢¢ je€tzd by our bad fortune.—Inadverfity,” he continues, ¢ do not
¢ mourn in the darknefs of Solitude, do not regulate your forrow
“¢ according to the indulgent fympathy of your intimute friends:
¢ return as foon ag poffible to the daylight of the world and of fo-
¢ ciety ; live with firangers, with thofe who know nothing, or care
¢ nothing about your misfortune; do not even fhun the company
¢ of encmies ; but give yourfelf the pleafure of mortifying their
¢ malignant joy, by making them feel how little you are affected
by your calamity, and how much you are above it.”

SoLITUDE

et liamad o 5 5
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SoLiTupE alfo is equally adverfe to the happi-
nefs of a lover, when the paffion is not founded on
principles of the purcﬁ virtue; for the imagina-
tion, mdu}gmg itfelf without reftraint, foments
the fecret %matmn of the fenfes, vintroduces the
moft volu : éﬁﬁ_i_deas, animates é.vefy defire, and
inflames the heart. In fuch a ftate the prefence
- of the beloved object cannot, when the mind is

vicious, be indulged without the greateft danger :
but in a virtuous breaft, when by too fondly in-
dul £l“g the urmgmnuan in Solitude, the paflion
even takes a criminal turn in the heart, the pre-
fence of the belovad ob_}eé’c, inftead of being dan-
gerous, {ubdues an troys every forbidden defire.
Abfence, indeed, r*eméw:s the idea of danger, and
the love_l_‘- s mind moves boldly on in all the flatter-
ing fancies of an agreeable and infpiring illufion,
. until the paffion acquires a dangerous tendency in

 TwuE heart of PETRARCH was frequently ftimu-
- lated by ideas of voluptuous pleafure, even among
the rocks of VAUCLUSE, where he fought an afy-

- lum from Love and Laura®., He foon, how-
' ever,

# We read in a variety of books, now no longer known, that
Perranrce lived at Fayclufe with LaugA, and that he had form-
ed a fubterranecus paffage from his houfe to her own. PETRARCH
was not fo happy. Laura was married, and lived with her huf-
band Huoues bE SapEs, at Aeignon, the place of her nativity,

“and of her death. She was the mother of eleven children, which
had
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ever, banifhed fenfuality from his mind, and, by
refining his paffion, acquired that vivacity and hea-
venly purity which breathe in every line of thofe
immortal lyrics he compofed among the rocks *.
But the city of AvieNon, in which _thq:.obje& thus

~tenderly

had fo debilitated her conftitution, that at five and thirty years of
age no traces of her former beanty remained. She experienced
alfo many domeftic forrows. Her hufband, ignorant of the valus
of her virtues, and infenfible to the propriety of her conduét, was
jealous without a caufe, and even without ]ofe, which toa woman
was ftill more mortifying, PeTrRARcH, on the contrary, loved
Laura during the courfe of twenty years; but he was never fuf-
fered to vifit her at her own houfe ; forher hufbandfeldom, if ever,
left her alone. He therefore had 10 opportunity of beholding his
charming, his amiable Lavra, except at church, at affemblies, or
upon the public walks ; and then never alone. Her hufband fre~
quently forbid her to walk even with her deareft friends, and his
mind became quite furious whenever the indulged in the flighteft
and moft innocent pleafure. Laura was born in the

or 1308, and was twoor three years younger than PrTa.
died of the plague in the year 13481 Seven years after
her huiband married again. Perranrcs furvived her tdl about
the commencement of the year 1374,

* This once celebrated poetry has now, however, for many ages.
been buried in Gblivion, a fate which, if the notion of Dr. Apam
SypTH be true, it was natural enough to expeét. € All ferious and
¢ trong expreflions of the paffion of Love,” fays he, * appear ri-
¢¢ diculous to a third perfon ; and though a lover may be good com-
€€ pany to his miftrefs, he is o to nobody elfe. He himfelfisfenfible
¢¢ of this, and aslong as he continues in his fober fenfes, eéndeavours
€€ to treat his own paffion with raillery and ridicule. It isthe only
¢¢ ftyle in which we care to hear of it, becaufe it is the only ftyle in
€€ which we ourfelves are difpofed to tallc of it, We grow weary of

¢ the
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tenderly beloved refided, was not fufficiently
diftant from the place of his retreat, and lLe
vifited it too frequently. A paffion, indeed, like
that which PETRARCH felt, leaves the bofom,
even when uncorrupted, totally incapable of tran-
quillity. Ttis a violent fever of the foul, which in-
fli€ts upon the bady a complication of painful dif-
orders. Let LovErs therefore, while they poflefs
fome controul over the paffion which fills their
breafts, feat themfelves on the borders of a river,
and reflect that Love, like the {tream, fometimes
precipitates itfelf with violence down the rocks,
and fometimes, ﬁowin’g with foft tranquillity along
the plain, meanders t'hrough meadows, and lofes
itfelf beneath the peaceful fhades of {olitary bowers.

THE tranquillity of Solitude however may, to
a mind difpofed to refign itfelf with humility to all
the ations of Heaven, be found not difadvan-
to the perturbations of love. A lover
whom death has bereaved of the dear objeét of his
affection, feeks only thofe places which his favour-
ite inhabited ; confiders every other as defart and
forlorn ; and expeéis that death alone is able to ftop

¢¢ the graye and long-fentenced love of Cowrey and Prrrarcu,
¢ who never have done with exaggerating the violence of their
€t artachments; but the gaiety of Ovip and the gallantry of Ho-
¢ wace are always agrezable.” Theory of Maral Sentiments, Part 1.
I, z. p, 68,

O the
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the torrent of his tears. Such an indulgence of
forrow, however, cannot be called a refignation to
the will of God. A lover of this defcription is at-
tached folely to the object, to the irrecoverable ob-
je& of his increafing forrows. His diftra®ed mind
fondly hopes that fhe may ftill retarn; he thinks
he hears her foft enchanting voice in every breeze ;
he fees her lovely form appr_oaehi'ng, and opens his
‘expecting arms to clafp her once again to his ftill
~ throbbing breaft. But he finds, alas! his hopes
are vain; the fancy-breathing form eludes his
grafp, and convinces him that the delightful vifion
was only the light and love-formed phantom of
his forrow-fickened mind. @,fmd remembrance of
her departed fpirit is the only comfort of his linger-
ing life ;  he flies to the tomb where her mortal re-
mains were depofited, plants rofes round her fhrine,-
waters them with his tears, cultivates them with
the tendereft car€y kiffes them as emblems of her
blufhing cheeks, and taftes, with fighing .';ﬁg_{_‘_
ports, their balmy fragrance as the fancied odours
of her ruby lips.

afk the faithful youth
‘Why the cold urn of her whom long he lov'd
So often fillsthis arms ; f{o often draws
His lonely footfteps at the filent hour,
To pay the mournful tribute of his tears.
0! he will tell thee, that the wealth of worlds
Bhould ne'er feduce his bofom to forget

That
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That (acred hour, when, flealing from the noife
Of care and envy, fweet remembrance fooths
With virtue’s kindeft-looks his aching breaft,
And turns his tears to rapture,

But thefe pleafures, alas | alfo vanifh ; the rofes
lofe their bloom ; then droop their heads—and die.
He mutft indeed wreftle a long time with the ri-
gours of his fate, have frequently extended his arms
in vain to embrace the beloved object, have l{m§
fixed his eyes upon her cherifhed fhade, and loft all
hope of being re-united, before his mind can again
exert its powers, or make any effort to countera&t
the feelings of hisheart, and regain his former tran-
quillity : It is only fi %, the conftant exertion of
found reafon and true philofophy, that the cure of
this difeafe can be expeed.

uft afford infinite pleafure to every philofo-
ind to refle€t on the viCory which the vir-
tuous PETRARCH gained over the paffion that af-
failed his heart. During his retreat into Ztaly
from Love and Laura, his friends in France
ufed every endeavour to induce him to return.
One of them wrote to him ¢ What dzemon pof-
¢¢ fefles you? How could you quit a country in
¢t which you indulged all the propenfities of youth,
“and where the graceful figure which you for-
¢ merly adorned with fo much care procured you
““fuch unbounded admiration? How can you live
U S S ¢ thus

Ny
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¢ thus exiled from LAURA‘i, whom you love with
¢ fo much tendernefs, and whofe heart is fo deeply
*¢ affliéted by your abfence

PeTRARCH replied: “ Your anxiety is vain; I
¢t am refolved to continue where Iam. Tride here
¢ fafely at anchor; and all the hurricanes of elo-
ct qu‘éncc {hall neyer drive me from it. How thén

e "‘_ rcfelu_;ﬁon, merely by placing  before _my__e)fcs
¢ the deviations of my youth, which I ought to
< forget; by deferibing an illicit paflion which

¢ left me no other refource than a precipitate
¢ flight; and by’ extolling’ the meretricious ad-
“¢ vantages of a handfome perfe
4¢ occupied my attention. Thefe are follies T mufk
‘¢ no longer think of. Tamnow rap1dly approach-
“ ing towards the laft goal on the courfe of life.
¢ Obje@s fhore ferious and important now'o
“ my thoughts. God forbid, that, liften
¢ yourflattering obfervatlons, 1 fhould again thmw
 myfelf into the fnares of LovE ; again put on a
¢ yoke which fo feverely galled me! The natu-
¢ ral levity of youth apologizes, in fome degree,
¢ for the indifcretions it creates, but I thould de-
¢ {pife myfelf if I could now be tempted to revifit
+ either the bower of love or the theatre of ambi-
s tion. Your fuggeftions, however, have"pm-
¢« duced a proper effet ; for Iconfider them as the

4 ¢ obligue

1, which too long
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¢ oblique cenfures of a friend upon my paft mif-
¢ condué. The folicitudes of the gay and bufy
¢ world no Jonger difturb my mind; for my heart
“ has tenacioufly rooted all its fibres in this de-
< lightful SoriTunE, where I rove at large free
£ andﬁgﬁt‘bnﬁf&ine&, without inquictude or care.
¢ In fummer I repofe upon. the verdant turf- be-
“ neath the fhade of fome embowering tree, or
< faunter along the. enamelled borders of a cool,
«¢ refrefhing ftream. . At the approach of autumn
L -I;eﬁl_c_ti'ie' woods,’ and join the Mufes® train.
¢ This mode of life is furely preferable to a life at
¢« Court; where nothing but difgufting jealoufies
¢¢ and corroding ca@txlﬂ: I have now, in fhort,
¢¢ no with except that, when death relieves me both
¢ from pleafure and from pain, I may recline my
¢t head upon the bofom of a friend, whofe eyes,
< while he performs the laft office of clofing mine,
< sill drop a deploring tear upon my departing
““fpirit, and convey my remains, with friendly
¢t care, to a decent tomb in my natiye conntry.”

THESE were the fentiments of the philofopher :
but, after a f(hort interval, #he man returned once
again to the city of Avignon, and only vifited his
retreat at Vauclufe occafionally.

PeTRARCH, however, by thefe continued en-
deavours to fubdue the violence of his paflion, ac-

O3 quired
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quired a fublimity and richnefs of imagination
which diftinguifhed his charaéter, and gave him an
alcendancy over the age in which he lived greater
than any of the Ziterati have fince attained.  To
ufe the expreflion of the poet, he was. cap:tble of
pafling with the happieft facility, -

“ From grave to gay, from-!ively to feyere :”

;‘.;z_m'_d_was enabled, as occafion required, to conceive
he boldeft enterprize,s, and to execute them with
the moft hermc courage. He who languifhed,
fighed, and even wept withunmanly foftnefs at the
feet of his miftrefs, breathing only the tender and
affectionate language of géq‘glé love, no fooner
turned his thoughts” towards the tranfactions of
Rome, than l]e affumed a higher tone, and not
only wrote but acted with all the ftrength and fpi-
rit of the Auguftan age. Monarchs have relin-
‘quithed the calls of hunger, and the charms of reft,
to indulge. tl_Jg tender luxuries his love-lorn éﬁf
afforded *. ;But at a more advanced age he was
no longer a fighing minftrel chaunting amorous
verfes to a relentlefs fair; he was no longer an effe-
minate flave that kiffed the chains of an imperious
miftrefs who treated him with difdain ; he became
a zealous republican; who fpread by his writings
the {pirit of liberty throughout Italy, and founded

* Robert, King of Naples, frequently ftole from bufinefs of the
moft ferious kind to read the works of PETR AR cH, without rhmk-
ing either of his meals or his bed.

i a loud
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a loud alarm againft tyranny and t«yrants Great
asa ftatefinan, profound and judicious as a public
minifter, he was confulted in the moft important
political tranfations of Eurgpe, and frequentlyem-
ployed in the moft arduous and difficult negotia-
tions. Zealoufly ative in the caufe of humanity,
“he aui(iql,lﬂy endeavoured, on all occafions, toextin-
gulfh,tﬁ% torch of difcord. The greateft Princes,

confcious of his cxtraordmafy genius, folicited

his campany, and endeavoured, by liftening to his 2
precepts, to learn the noble art of rendering their
countries rcfpe&ablc, and their people happy.

THESE traits G%TRARCH s charadter elearly
evince, that, opprefled as he was by the paffion of
Love, he derived great advantages from Solitude.
The retiggment of Vauclufe was not, as iscommon-
ly imagined, a pretence to be nearer the perfon of
Lax R A, for LAURA refided altogether at Avignon;
but a mean of avoiding the frowns of his miftrefs,
and of flying from the contagion of a corrupt court.
Seated in his little garden, which was fituated at
the foot of a lofty mountain, and furrounded by a
xapid {tream, his foul rofe fuperior to the adverfities
of his fate. His difpofition indeed was naturally
reftlefs and unquiet; but in his tranquil moments,
a i‘auud judgment, joined to an exquifite fenfibility,
enabled him to enjoy the delights of Solitude with
fingular advantage ; and to find in his retreat to

O 4 Vauclufe
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Vauclufe the temple of peace, the refidence of calm
repofe, and a fafe harbour againft all the tempefts
of the foul,

THE flame of love, therefore, although it can-
not be entirely extinguifhed, may be greatly puri-
fied and refined by Solitude. Man indeed ought
not to extirpate the paflions which the God of
: “ Nature has planted in the human blcaﬂ: but to
direct them to their proper ends:

To avoid fuch miferies as PETRARCH endured,
the pleafures of retirement fhould be fhared with
fome amiable female, who,

-',_fiié"titer than the cold
precepts of philofophy, will beguile or banifh, by
the charms of converfation, all the cares and tor-

ments of life * ; *

# Dr. Jonnson related, with an amiable fondnefs, the ntl@ng
little pleafing circumftance relative to his RAMBLER, to ‘his bio-
grapher, Mr. Boswerr. After a few numbers of that h1ghly ce-
Iebrated work was publifhed, he thewed feveral of them to Mrs,
Jouxson, the companion of his Snl':tude, and in whofe tafte and
judgment he had great confidence: €¢I thought very well of you
¢¢ before,” faid fhe, ¢ but T did not imagine you could have writ-
€ ten any thing equal to this.”—¢ Diftant praife,” continues Mr.
BosweLr, ‘¢ from whatever quarter, is not fo delightful as that of
“¢a wire whom a man loves and efteems; her approbation may be
¢¢ faid to come home to his énﬁm, and being fo near 1tsn’§‘n€t is
¢f moft fenfible and permanent.”

Ir



UPON THE HEART. 201

"It has been faid by a very fenfible author, that
¢¢ the prefence of one thinking being like ourfelves,
¢« whofe bofom glows with fympathy, and whofe
< affetion we poflefs, fo far from deftroying the
¢t advantages of Solitude, renders them more fa-
<« yourable. IF, like me, you owe your happinefs

_¢¢ to the fond attention of a wife, you will foon
¢ be induced, by her kindnefs, by her tender and
¢« unreferved communication of every fentiment
¢ of her mind, of év_ery feeling of her heart, to
< forget the fociety of the world ; and your hap-
¢ pinefs will be as pleafingly diverfified as the
< employments and the viciffitudes of your lives.”

Taz orator who fpeaks fo eloquently muft have
felt with exquifite fenfibility the pleafures he de-
feribes. ‘Fg._Heré,” fays he, ¢¢ every kind expreffion
¢¢ is ‘remembered : the emotions of one heart cor--
¢ refpond with thofe of the other; every thought
¢ is treafured up ; every teftimony of affection is

. ¢ returned ; the happy pair enjoy in each other’s
¢ company all the pleafures of the mind; and
¢t there is no felicity which does not communicate
<t jtfelf to their hearts. To beings thus united by
« the fincereft affection and the clofeft friendfhip,
¢ eyery thing that is faid or done, every wifh, and
4 e'\r&:_ﬁﬁt event, becomes mutually important. No
¢¢ jealous fear, no envious ftings difturb their hap-
¢t pinefs ; faults are pointed out with cautious ten-
' * dernefs
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¢¢ dernefs and good nature ; looks befpeak the ine
¢ clinations of the foul; every wifh and evéry
¢ defire is anticipated ; every view and intention
« affimilated; and, the fentiments of one con-
¢ forming to thofe of the other, each rejoices with
¢ cordiality at the fmalleft advantage which the
“ other acquires #.”

Trus it is that the Solitude which we fhare
with an amiable objest produces tranquillity,
fatisfaction, and heartfelt joy; and makes the
humbleft cottage a dwelling-place of the pureft
pleafure, y

Love, in the fhades of retirement, while the
mind and the heart are in harmony with each
other, infpires the nobleft fentiments; raifes the
underftanding to the higheft {phere  of intellect;
fills the bofom with increafed benevolence ; deftroys

# This defcription of connubial happinefs, and the efe@s of vir-
tuous love, recall thofe beautiful lines of Mr, Pope in his epiitls
from Elsifa to Abelard :

¢ Oh! happy ftate! when fouls each other draw,

¢ When love is liberty and nature law;

¢ All then is fully poficfling and pofiefs'd,

¢ No craving void left aching in the i:reat%;

¢ Ev’n thought meets thought, ere from the lips it part,

¢¢ And each warm wifh fprings mutual from the heart=

€¢ ‘This fuse is blifs, if blifs on earth there be, i

¢ And once the lot of ABELARD and Me.” 1l
a,
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all the feedsof vice; and ameliorates and extendsall
the virtues. By its delightful influence the attack
of ill-humour is refifted; the violence of our paf-
fions abated ; the bitter cup .of human afflition
fweetened; all the injuries of the world alleviated;
and the fweeteft flowers plentifully ftrewed along
the moft thorny paths of life. Every unhappy
fufferer, whether the malady be of the body or the
mind, derives from this fource extraordinary com-
fort. and confolation. At a time, alas! when every
thing &ifplcafcd me, when every obje& was dif-
gufting, when my f{ufferings had deftroyed all the
energy and vigour of my foul, when grief had {hut
from my ftreaming eyes the beauties of nature, and
rendered the whole univerfe a dreary tomb, the
kind attentions of A WIFE were capable of con-
veying a fecret charm, a filent confolation to my
mind. Oh! nothing can render the bowers of re-
tirement {o ferene and comfortable, or can fo fweet-
Iy foften all our woes, as a convition that woMAN
is not indifferent to our fate.

SoLITUDE, it is true, will not completely heal
every wound which this imperious paffion is capa-
ble of infliling on the human heait: but it teaches
us to endure our “pains without wifhing for relicf,
and enables us to convert them into foft forrow and
plaintive grief.

Borx
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Botu feses in early youth, but par_._ticiﬂarly fe-
males from fifteen to eighteen years of age, who
poffefs high fenfibilities and lively 1m:tgmatmns,
generally feel, during the folitude of rural retire~
ment, a foft and picaﬁﬁg melanchely when their
bofoms begin to heave with the firft plopm{ltres of
love. They wander every where in Iearch af“a
_ beloved objecl, and figh for one alone,,lm“

~ the heart is fixed in its affection, or the iﬂmd con-
fcious of its latent inclination. I have ffeguently

obferved  this dlfpoﬁraon unaccompanied by andg
fymptom of ill health, Tt is an original malad}q
Rousseav felt its influence at Pepar upon the
borders of the Lake of Gemeva. ¢ My heart,”
fays he, ¢ ruthed with ardour from my bofom into
¢¢ athoufand innocent felicities ; and, melting into
¢ tendernefs, I fighed and wept like a ¢hild. How
¢ frequently, ftopping to indulge my feelings, and
¢ feating myfelf on a piece of broken rock, did T
¢« amufe myfelf with feeing my tears drop into the
& ficeam™®, : y

* There is no perfon poffefiing fenfibility, of whatever country
he may be, who has ever beheld, without feeling the tendereft
emotion, the de]ightful'\ﬁqrders of THE LAKE oF IGENEVA; the
erchanting fpe&zcle""\'vhiq_l_illqature there exhibits ; and the vaft and
majefiic horizon which that mafs of water prefents to the views
Who has ever returned frem this fcene without turning his eyes
apain on the interefting wiew, and experiencing the fame af-
fi'Eion with which the heart feparates from a beloved friend whom
we have no expeation ever to fee again ?

RETIREMENT,
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RETIREMW, howcx@r' 13 not equ nally
able to eyery pecies of 2
fo exq alive to the fenfe pf nnsfcmyne, that
the nide_-e remc:nbrance of the ebjeﬁf of their
" affe@ion preys upon their minds : the reading of a
fingle line written by the hand they loved, freezes
their bloo‘*a thie very fight of the tomb which has.
fwal] up the remains of all their foul held
dear, rable to their eyes. On fW‘h beings,
alas Lth&haavcns {mile in vain : to them the new-
rn flowers and the twittering groves, proclaim-
%& the approach of fpring, and the regeneration of
vegetable nature, bring no charms: the garden’s
variegated hues irritate their feelings ; and the filent
retreats from which they once expedted ¢on-
folation, only increafe their pains. Such refined
and exquifite feelings, the offspring of warm and
generous paffions, are real misfortunes ; and the
malady they engender requires to be treated with
the mildeft attention and the tendereft care.

BuT to minds of fofter temper, SoLITUDE pof-
feffes many powerful charms, although the loffes
they deplore are equally great.. Such charaters
feel indeed a fenfe of their mmf@@ue in its utmoft
poffible extent, but they foﬁsn.“‘ms acutenefs by
yielding to the natural mildnefs of their difpofi-
tions : they plant upon the fatal tomb the weeping

willow
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willow and the ephemeral rofe 5 they ere&t maufo-
lea'; comipofe funeral dirges ; and rende 3 the very
emblems of death the means of confolation : their
hearts are continually occupied by the idea of thofe
whom their eyes deplore, and they exift, under
the fenfations of the truelt and mofl fincere forrow,
ina kind of middle ftate between earth and heaven.
This fpecies of forrow is of the ‘happ {t kind.
Far be it_from me to fuppofe it in the Icaﬁﬂegree
affeCted. ” But I call fuch charaers bappy mourn-
ers, becaufe, from the very frame and texture of
their conftitutions, grief does not deftroy the enef‘-\-
gy of their minds, but permits them to find con-
folation in thofe things, which, to minds dif-
ferently conftructed, would create averfion, They
feel a hcavenly joy in purfuing employments which
preferve the memory of thofe who are the {fubjects
of their forrow.

SorL1TuDE will enable the heart to vanquifh the
moft painful fenfe of adverfity, provided the mind
will generoufly lend its aid, and fix its attention to
a different object. If men think there is any
misfortune from which they have no other re-
fource than DESPAIR or DEATH, they deceive
themfelves, for defpair is no refource, Let fuch
men retire to their ftudies, and there {erioufly trace
out a feries of important and fettled truths, and

their
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‘their tears {;cr'sﬂ no longer fall, Dbut the weight of
their misfortunes will grow light, and forrow fly

from

cafls. s

SoriTuDE, by encouraging the enjoyments of -
the heart, by promoting domeftic felicity, and by
creating a tafte for rural {cenery, {ubdues impaticnce
and drives away ill-bumour.—IMPATIENCE is a
ftifled anger, which men filently manifeft by looks
and geftures, and weak minds ordinarily reveal by
a fhower of complaints. A grumbler is never far-
~ ther from his proper {phere than when he is in com-
~ pany: Solitude is his nniy afylum.—ILL-HUMOUR
 is an uneafy and infupportable conditiorr, which the
fgﬁrfrequently falls into when foured by a num-
ber of thofe petty vexations which we daily expe-
rience in every ftep of our progrefs through life;
but we need only to fhut the door againft improper
and difagreeable intrufions to avoid this fcourge of
thappinefs. '

VexaTions indeed of exery kind are much
fooner quieted in the filence of retirement than in
the noife of the world. A cheerful difpofition, a
placid temper, and well-regulated paffions, will
prevent worldly vexations from interrupting our
bappinefs. By thefe attainments, the deepeft me-
lancholy and moft fettled uneafinefs of life have,
been frequently banifhed from the heart. It is

o' true,
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true, that the progref§, id this cafe; is much more
rapid in women than it men. The mind of a
lively female flies immediately t6 hap opinefs
that of a melancholy man ftill creeps on with pain :
the yielding bofoms of the fair are eafily clevated
ordepreffed.  Thefe efeds, it is true, may be pro=
duced by means lefs abftracted than Solitude ; by
~ any thing that ftrikes the fenfes and penetrates the
heart. MEn on the contrary augment the difeafe,
and fix it more firml y in the bofom, by brooding
over its caufe and con fequences, and are obliged to
apply the moft efficacious remedies, with unfhaken
conftancy, to effect a cure ; for fecble preferiptions
are, in fuch cafes, of no avail. The only chence
indeed of fuccefs is by exetting every endeavour to
place the body under the regimen of the mind.
Vigorous minds frequently banifh the moft inve-
terate evils, or form a powerful fhield agami’c all
the darts of fate, and hy bravmg every danger drive
away thofe feelings by which others are irritated
and deftroyed : they .bqld@_y turn their eyes from
what things are, to what they ought to be ; and
- with determined refolution fupport the bodies they
are defigned to animate, while weak minds furren-
der every thing committed to their care.

TxE foul, however, always follows what is moft
agreeable to its ruling paffion, Worldly men
genenally delight in gaming, feafting, and debau-

chery ;
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“chery ; while thofe who are fond of

from a coni'cmufne{'s of its advantagﬁg,ﬁ-x_o enjoy-
0 thofe its peaceful {hades&"aﬁ'erd

ments

- T Now conclude my reﬂe&lons upon the advin-
tages of Solitude to THE HEART. May they give
greater currency to ufeful fentiments, to confola-
tory u—n"ﬂ:;s and contribute in fome degree to dif-

fufe t}é‘enjoyment of a happmﬁfs which isfo much
; wgﬂngpur reach I

P CHAPTER









212 THE GENERAL ADVANTAGES

daughters of Senfuality and Intemperance: their
careffes can no longer delight his dark and melan-
choly mind: the foft and fyren fong of Luxury
no longer can difpel the cloud of dlfcoutcnt that
hovers round his head.

Brnorp that debilitated weak old man, running
after pleafures he can no longer enjoy. . The airs
of gaiety which he affets render him ridiculous: L
‘"his attempts to thine' expofe him to derifion: his
endeavours to difplay the wit and eloquence of
youth betray him into the garrulity of old age.
His converfation, filled with repetition ard tire-
fome narrative, creates difguft, and only foﬁ&w&h&
fmile of pity from thelips of his youthful rivals: to
the eye of wifdom, however, who obferved him
through all the former periods of his life fparkling
in the mazes of folly and rioting in all the noify '
circles of extravagance and vice, his charaéter al-
ways appeared the fame.

¢ A languid, leaden, iteration reigns,l

 And ever muft, o'er thofe, whofe joys are joys
¢ Of fight, {fmell, tafte; the cuckow feafons fing
¢ The fame dull note to fuch as nothing prize,

€ But what thofe feafons, from the teeming earth,
< To doating Sense indulge. But nobler minds,
 Which relith fruifs unripened by the fun,

‘¢ Make their days various ; various as the dyes

“ On the doye's neck, which wanton in his rays.

i« Oﬂ
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 On minds of dove-like innocence p
“ On Jighten'd minds that bafk in V. []
“ Noi:]m:l@= hangs tedious :

THE wife man, in the mid(t of the moft tumul-
tuous pleafures, frequently retires within himfelf,
and filently compares what he might do with
what he is doing.  Surrounded by, and even when
accidentally engaged in, the excefles ofintoxication,
he affociates only with thofe warm and generous
fouls who{'e highly elevated minds are drawn to-

s eac -_Gﬂler by the moft virtuous inclinations
i {entiments.  The filent retreat of the
mﬂm} itfelf has more than once given birth
to izes of the greatcﬁ importance and utili-
t?‘ anﬂ it is not difficult to imagime that fome of
the moft celebrated a&ions of mankind were firlt
infpired among the founds of mufic, or conceived
amidft the mazes of the dance. Senfible and ele-
vated minds never commune more clofely with
themfelves than in thofe places of public refort in
‘which the low and vulgar, furrendering themfelves
to illufion and caprice, become incapable of reflec-
tion, and blindly fuffer themfelves to be overwhelm-
ed by the furrounding torrent of folly and dif-
traction.

L

&

Tre unceafing purfuit of fenfual enjoyment is
merely a mean ufed by the votaries of worldly
P2 pleafure

L
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pleafure of flying from themfelves: they feize with
avidity upon any objec tliat promifes to oceupy the
prefent hour agreeably, and provide ent_:ﬁf-tainment
for the day that is paffing over their heads. To
fuch charaéters the man who can invent hour after
hour new fchemes of pleafure, and open day after
day frefh fources of amufement, is” a valuable
"companion indeed: he is their beft, their only
friend. Arethen thefelazy and luxurious votaries
of {enfual pleafures deftitute of thofe abilities which
might prevent this facrifice of time, and, if pro-
petly exerted, afford them relief? Certainly not.
But, having been continually led from objet o ob~
je& in the purfuit of pleafure, the affiftancé~of
others has habitually become the firft want and
greateft neceffity of their lives: they have infenfi-
bly loft all power of a&ling for themfelves, and de-
pend, for every object they'? {ee, for every fenfation
they feel, for every fentiment they entertain, on
thofe by whom they are attended. This is the
reafon why THE R1CH, who are feldom acquainted
with any other ‘pleafures than thofe of fenfe,

are, in general, the moft miferable of man-
kind.

Tre Nobility and Courtiers of Fravcs think
their enjoyments appear vain and ridiculoﬁspnly to
thofe who have not the opportunity of partaking in
them ; but I am ofa different opinion. Returning

5 one






216 THE GENERAL ADVANTAGES
« But Counts give nothing. to the wife and good,
“« But'__{_'cghp:of pomp, and love of SoriTupe.
« High i’c?at'ions' tumult but not blifs create ;
« None think THE 6REAT unhappy but rarerEAT.
“ Fools gaze and envy ; Exvy darts a fting :
<« Which makes a swA1x as wretched as a Kine.”

Direrur condition! Is there then no occupa-
tion whatfoever, no ufeful employment, nd-.-_l_-a..
tional recreation, fufficiently high and dignified for
fuch charalters? Are they reduced to the melan-
choly condition of not being able to perform one
good and virtuous action during the intervals of
{ufpended pleafure? Can they render no 'fervigs to_
friendfhip, to their country, to themfelves? Are =

.

“there no poor and miferable beings to whofe bo-
foms they might afford charitable comfort and re-
lief? Is it, in fhort, impoffible for fuch characters
in any way to improve themfelves in wifdom or in
virtue ?

TuE powers of the human mind are of greater
extent than is generally imagined. He who cither
from tafte or neceffity exercifes them frequently,
foon finds that the higheft felicities of which our
nature is capable refide entirely within ourfelves.
The wants of life are, for the greater part, merely
artificial ; and, although fenfual objecs contribute
moft efficacioufly to our happinefs and delight, it is

nat
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not becaufe they are indifpenfably nece fary
purpofe, but becaufe they have been‘- ol
rable by habit; and, from the pleafuires thcy pro-
duce, we flatter ourfelves that they are abfolutely
neceffary to our felicity. If, however, we had for-
titude to refitt their charms, and courage to feek
our happinefs in ourfelves, we fhould frequently
find in our own bofoms a greater variety of re-

4 fources than all the objects of fenfe are capable of

=S

aﬂ"ordmg ,' A«
_ AMUSEMENT, indeed, may fometimes be found
in thofe places to which the fexes refort merely
S Jfee and s be Jeen. . The eye may be occafionally
gmtlﬁed by the fight of obje&s really agreeable ;
the ear may liften to_obfervations truly flattering.
LWBI}X thouglits and fenfible remarks now and then
prevail.  Charafters equally amiable and intereft-
Ing occafionally mix among the group. We may
form acquaintance with men of diftinguifhed merit
whom we fhould not otherwife bave had an op-
portunity of knowing, and meet with women of

~ amiable qualitiesand irreproachable condué, whofe

refined converfation ravithes the ear with a delight

~ equal to that with which their exquifite beauty

captivates the heart. But by what a number of
painful fenfations muft the chance of receiving
thefe pleafures be purchafed! Thofe whom reafon
or difguft rel'tram from mlxmg m the idle diffipa-

tions









eV y thorn delightful wifdom §i‘0wg',
every rill a {weet infiruction flows.”

TRuE focial pleafure is founded on unlimited
confidence, on an affectionate and reciprocal inter-
change of fentiments and opinions. A tender,
faithful, refined, and rational friendfhip, renders

the pleafures of the world fpiritlefs and difguiting.
How joyfully do we difencumber ourfelves from ©

the fhackles of fociety for that clofe and fublime
intercourfe in which our inclinations are free, our
feelings generous, our fentiments unbiaffed ; where
a mutuality of thought and action, of pleafures
and of pains, uninterruptedly prevail ; where th
gentle hand of Love conduds us along the paths
of truth and virtue; where every thought is an-
ticipated before it efcapes from the Li ps; where ad-
vice, confolation, fuccour, are reciprocally given
and received in all the accidents and in all the
misfortunes of life. The foul, touched by the
charm of friendfhip, fprings from its apathy and
dejection, and views the enlivening beam of hope
awakening it to altivity. The happy pair, cafting
a retrofpective glance on the time pafled, mutually
exclaim with the tendereft emotions, * Qh the
“¢ delights that we have already experienced! Oh
“ the joys that we have already felt | If the tear
of affliction fteal down the cheek of the one, the
other

s
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other with' :I?Eétwn wipes it tenderly
forrows of one are felt with equal | ]
the other: and what forrow will not an inter-

courfe of hearts, {o clofely and affetionately united, -

to each other all that they have feen, all that they
~ have heard, all that they feel, and every thing that
they know: Time flies before them on his {wifteft
" pinions. They are never tired of each other’s
company and converfation : the only misfortune
they fear, the greateft indeed they can poffibly ex-
perience, is the misfortune of being feparated by
e mﬁgnal abfence or untimely death.

hy a fudden blow, ﬁnkes its unhappy victim even
in our arms. All the pleafures of life then fzem
for ever extinguifhed, every object alarms our
mind, and every place feems defart and forlorn.
In vain are our arms extended to embrace our loved

thos gh loft companion ; in vain do we invoke her
return.  Her well-known ftep ftill feems to beat
upon the liftening ear, and promife her approach ;

but {ufpended fenfe returns, and the delufive founds
are heard no more. A death-like filence reigns
around, and involves us in the fhades of drcary {o-
litude, unconfcious of every thing but our bleeding
hearts,

entirely fubdue? Day after day they communicate =



onger capable of lovmg or of being
life without love, to the heart that
.-‘_'-_‘-gliés once felt its pleafures, is more terrible than
“death: fo fudden a tranfition from the higheft
"ﬁappmefs to the deepeft mifery overpowers the
mind: no kind friend appears to affuage our fuf-
ferings, or feems capable of forming an adequate L
idea of our diftrefs : the pangsindeed which fuch 2 *
lofs infli&ts cannot be conceived unlefs they have
been felt: the only confolation of the unhappy
fufferer is to live in folitude, and his only wifh to
die alone : but it is under circumftances like thefe
that SoLITUDE enjoys its greateft triumph,” and
the afflited fufferer receives the greateft benefits§
for there is no forrow however great, no pang
however powerful, that it will not, when wifely
indulged, at firft foften and at length fubdue,
The 'rerncdy,. however, which Solitude ¢ admini-
¢ fters to a mind difeafed,” is flow and gradual ;

for the art of living alone requires fo much expe~ . -

rience, is fubje® to fo many cafualties, and de-
pends fo materially upon the temperament of ,ﬂﬁe :
patient, that it is neceflary we fhould attain a'com=
plete maturity before any great advantages can be
de;gcd from it. But he who is able to throw off
the galling yoke of prejudice, and poflefles a natu-
ral efteem and fondnefs for retirement, will not be
embarraffed as to the choice he ought to make
under
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Taesk refletions upon the general advantages
refulting from RATIONAL SoLITUDE and occa-
fional Retirement, bring me next to this impor-
tant queftion, ¢ Whether it is eafier to live vir-
tuoufly in SoLITUDE or in THE WoRLD?”

Sy CHAPTER















268 THE ADVANTAGES OF SOLITUDE

and its intercourfe the moft baneful fpecies of edu-~ :

cation. Men poflefled of the beft inclinations are
there furrounded by fuch a multitude of fnares,

and befet with fuch a variety of dangers, that error
is daily unavoidable. Many men, who play high
and confpicuous charaéters on the theatre of the
world, are totally devoid of virtuous inclinations :
others, with excellently good difpofitions, are to-
tally incapable of performing any thing great or
praife-worthy. Before we engage in the hurrying
bufinefs of the day, we are perhaps kind, impartial,
candid, and virtuous; for then the current of our
tempers has not been difturbed or contaminated ;
but it is impoffible, even with the greateft vigi-
lance, to continue through the day perfet mafters
of ourfelves, oppreflfed as we are with incumbent
cares and vexations, tortured by a variety of un-
avoidable diftractions, and obliged to conform to a
thoufand difagreeable and difgufting circumftances.
The folly therefore of myftic minds was in for-
getting that their fouls were fubjeéted to a body,
and aiming, in confequence of that error, at the
higheft point of fpeculative virtue. The nature
of the human charalter cannot be changed by
living in a hermitage ; but the exercife of virtue is
certainly eafier in thofe fituations where it is ex-
pofed to the leaft danger; and then it lofes all its
merit. Gob created many hermits too weak to

fave




























* The reftleffnefs which han'gs a.rmmd the
: a'll:y, and prevents the wearied eye of greatnefs.
fiveet and comfortable repofe, which refieves the v
humble mduﬁrx, is finely defcribed by our immortal Poet SHAKE-
s*w_x__.gn_s, in the Soliloquy of HEngy TsE FourTH.

< How many thoufands of my pooreft fubjeéts
i <€ Are at this hour alleep !—0O Sleep, O gentle Sleep !

& Nature’s foft nurfe, how have I frighted thee,
¢ That thou no more wilt weigh my eyelids down;
4 And fReep my fenfea in farmtfulnefs "

| S Why rather, Sceze, lyft tho\: in fmoaky cribs,
L1 Upon\ur}eafy' pa‘llets &retchmg thee, 3
¢¢ And hufh'd with buzzing night-flies to thy ﬂu\gﬂhﬂrz
¢ Than in the perfum’d chambers of THE GreaT -
<€ Under high canopies d:?ﬁér coftly ftate, g

€ And lull’d with foune fiveeteft melody ? i
A . %0 thou






































































































































































