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and tide both in my favour, I calculated on
fetching South Sea Castle. After dark I took
my station in the fore-channels. It was the
20kth of March, and very céld. I undressed
myself, made all my clothes up into a very
tight bundle, and fastened them on my hat,
which retained its Pproper position ; then, lower-
ing myself very gently into the water, like
another Leander I struck out to gain the arms
of my Hero. -

Before I had got twenty yards from the
ship, I was perceived by the sentinel, who, na-
turally supposing I was a pressed man endea-
vouring to. escape, hailed me to come back.
Not being obeyed, the officer of the watch
ordered him to fire at me. A ball whizzed
over my head, and struck the water between
my hands. A dozen more followed, all of them
tolerably well directed; but I struck out, and
the friendly shades of night, and increasing
distance from the ship, soon protected me.. A

waterman, seeing the flashes and hearing the-
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reports. of.. the muskets, concluded . that he
might chance to pick up a fare. He pulled
towards me, I hailed him, and he took me in,
before I had got half a quarter of a mile from
the ship.

« T doubt whether you would ever: have
fetched the shore on. that tack, my lad,” said
the old man. ¢ You left your ship two hours
too soon : you would have met the ebb-fide
running strong out of the harbour; and the
first thing you would have made, if you could
haye kept up your head aboye water, would
have been the Ower’s.”

While the old man was pulling.and talking,
I was shivering and dressing, andl_madé no
reply ;- but begged him to put me onshore on
the first part of South Sea Beach he: could
land at, which he did. I gave him a guinea,
and, ran, without stopping, into the garrison,
and down Point-street to the Star and Garter,
where I was received by Eugenia, who, with

great presence of mind, called me her ¢ dear,



THE NAVAL OFFICER. 5

dear husband ! in the hearing of the people of
the house. My wet clothes attracted her
notice. T told her what I had done to obtain
an interview with her. She shuddered with
horror ! —my teeth chattered with cold. A
good fire, a hot and not very weak glaés of
brandy and water, together with her tears,
smiles, and caresses, soon' restored me.—The
reader will, no doubt, here recal to mind the
less agreeable remedy applied to me when I
ducked the usher, and one recommended also
by myself in similar cases, ashaving experienced
its good " effects : “how much more I deserved it
on this occasion than the former one, need not
be mentioned. -

So' sweet was this' stolen interview, that I
vowed I was ready to encounter the same
danger.on the succeeding might. Our conver-
sation turned on our future prospects; and,
as our time was short, we had much to say-

% Frank,” said the poor girl, ¢ before. we meet
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again, I shall probably be a mother; and this
hope alone alleviates the agony of separation.
If T have not you, I shall, at least, be blest .with
your image. Heaven grant it may be a boy, to
follow the steps of his father, and not a girl, to
‘be as wretched as her mother.. You, my dear
_Frank, are going on distant and dangerous ser-
vice—dangers increased ten-fold by the natural
ardour of your mind: we may never meet again,
or if we do, the period will be far distant. I ever
have been, and ever will be constant to you, till
death; but T neither expect, nor will allow of
the same declaration on your part. Other scenes,
new faces, youthful passions, will combine to
drive me for a time from your thc;ughts, andr
when you shall have attained maturer years, and
a rank in the navy equal to your merits and
your connexions, you will marry in your own
sphere of society; all these things I'have made
up my mind to, as events that must take place.

Your person I know I cannot have—but do not,
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do not discard me from your mind. I shall
never be jealous as long as I know you  are
happy, and still love your unfortunate Eugenia.
Your child shall be no burthen to you until it
shall have attained an age at which it may be put
out in the world: then, I know you will not
desert it for the sake of its mother. Dear Frank,
my heart is broken ; but you are not to blame;
and if you were, I would die imploriﬁg blessings
on your head.” Here she wept bitterly.

I tried every means in my power to comfort
and encourage this fascinating and extraordinary
girl; I forgot neither vows or promises, which, at
the time, I fully intended to perform. I promised
her a speedy and I trusted a happy meeting.

¢ God’s will be done,” said she, “come what
will. And now, my dearest Frank, farewell—
never again endanger your life and character
for me as you did last night. T have been blest
in your society, and even with the prospect of
misery before me, cannot regret the past.”

B3
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I tenderly embraced < her, jumped into a
wherry, at Point, and desired the waterman to
take me on board the I ——, at Spithead. The
first licatenant was on-deck when I'came up the
side.

« T presume it was' you whom'we fired at last
night ?? said he, smiling.

« Tt was, Siry” said I; ¢ absolute necessity\
compelled me to go on shore, or I should' not
have taken such an extraordinary ‘mode’ of con-
veyance.” - i £

«.Ql, with all my heart,” said the officer ;
< had'you told me you intended to'have swam
on'‘shore, ‘1 should not have prevented you; I
tookyou for one'of the pressed men, and directed
the marines'to fire at you.”

¢ The pressed men are extremely ‘obliged to
you,” thought I.

“Did you mnot find it devilish cold ?” con-
tinued the lieutenant, in a strain of good humour,

which I encouraged by my manner of answering.
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¢ Indeed I did, Sir,” said L.

¢ And the Jolhes fired tolerably well, did
they ” R

¢ Theydid; Sir; would they had had a bet-
ter manrk.” { o

¢ I understand you,” said the lieutenant;
“but as you have not served your time, the
vacancy would be of no use to-you. I mustre-
port the affair to the captain, though I do not
think he will take any notiee of it ; he istoo fond
of enterprize himself to~ check it in others.
Besides, a lady is always a justifiable object, but
we hope soon to shew you some higher game.”

The captain came on board shortly after, and
took no notice of my havingbeen absent without
leave ; he made some remark as he glanced his eye
at ﬁxe, which-T afterwards learned was in: my
favour. In a few days we sailed, and arrived
in a few more in Basque Roads. The British
flect was at anchor outside the French: ships
moored in a line off the Isle d’Aix. The ship

I l;elonged to had an active part in the work
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these's' after which; their course up to the boom
which " guarded: the anchorage, was clear, ‘and -
not easily mistaken.

I solicited, and obtained permission to goon
board one of the explosion vessels that were to
precede  the  fire-ships. They were filled with
layers of shells and powder, heaped one upon
another: the quantity on'board of each vessel
was enormous.  Another officer, three searuen,
and myself, were all that were on board of her.
We had a four-oared gig, a small narrow thing,
(nick-named by the sailors'a ¢ coffin,”) to make
our escape in.

Being quite ‘prepared, we started: it was a
fearfulmoment ; the wind freshened,and whistled
through our rigging, and the might was so dark,
that we could not see our bowsprit.  We had
only our fore-sail set; but with a strong flood-
tide, and a fair wind, with: plenty of it, we
passed between the advanced frigates like' an
arrow. It seemed to me like entering the gates

of hell. As we flew rapidly along, and our own
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ships disappeared in the intense darkness, I
thought of Dante’s inscription over the por
tals:—¢ You who enter here; leave hope be=
hind.” - ’ '
Our orders ‘were to lay the vessel on the
Joom which the French had moored ‘to the outer
anchors of their ships of the line. In a few
minutes after passing the frigates, we were:close
toit; our boat was towing astern, with three
men in it—one to hold the rope ready to let go,
one to steer, and one to bail the water out,
which, from our rapid motion, would otherwise
have swamped her. The officer who accom-
panied me, steered the vessel, and I held the
mateh in'my hand. We came upon the boom
with ahorrid crash: he put the helm down, and
laid her ‘broadside to it. The force of the tide
acting on the hull, and the wind upon the fore-
saill, made her heel gunwhale to, and it was
with difficalty I could keep my legs: at this
moment, the boat was very near being 'swamped -

alongside. They had shifted her astern, and
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there the tide had almost lifted her over the
boom ; by great exertion they got her clear,
and lay upon their oars: the tide and the
wind formed a bubbling short sea, which almost
buried her. = My companion then ' got into the

boat, desiring me to light the port-fire, and
follow. a

If ever I felt the sensation of fear, it was
after I had lighted this port-fire, which was
connected with the train.  Until I was fairly in
the boat, and out of the reach of the explosion—
‘which was inevitable, and might be instanta-
neous—the sensation was horrid. I was standing
on a mine; any fault in the portfire, which
sometimes will happen, any trifling quantity of
gunpowder lying fn the interstices of the deck,
would have exploded the whole in a moment :
had my hand trembled, which I am proud to
say it did not, the same migl;t have occurred.
Only one minute and a half of port-fire was
allowed. T had therefore no time to lose. The

moment I had lit it, I laid it down very gently,
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and then jumped into the gig, with a nimble-
ness suitable to the oz_:casion; we were off In a
moment. I pulled the stroke oar, and I never
plied with more zeal in all my life; we were
not two hundred yards from her when she ex-
ploded. - '

A more terrific and beautiful sight cannot be
conceived ; but we were not quite enough at our
ease to enjoy it. The shells flew up in the air
to a prodigious height, some bursting as they
rose, and others as they descended. The shower
fell about us, but we escaped without injury. We
made but little progress against the wind and
tide; and we had the pleasure to run the
gauntlet among all the other fire-ships, which
had been ignited, and bore down on us in flames
fore and aft. Their rigging was hung with
Congreve rockets; and as they took fire, they
darted through the air in every direction with
an astounding noise, looking like large fiery
serpents.

We arrived safely on board, and repvorted
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ourselves to the captain, who was on the ham-
mocks, watéhing the progress of the fire-ships.
One of these had been lighted too soon: her
helm had not been lashed, and she had broached-
to, close toour frigate. T had had quite enough
of adventure for that night, but was fated to
have a little more. >

¢ Mr. Mildmay,” said the captain, ¢ you
seem to like the fun: jump into your gig again,
take four fresh hands,” (thinksI, a fresh midship- *
man would not be amiss), ¢ get on board of that
vessel, and put her head the right way.”

I did not like this job at all; the vessel ap-
peared to be in flames from the jib-boom to the
topsail ; and I own I preferred enjoying the ho-
nours I had already gained, to going after others *
so very Vprecarious; however, I neve:r'*made a
difficulty, and this was no time for exceptions to
my rule. I touched my hat, said, Ay, ay,
Sir,” sang out for four volunteers, and, in an
instant, I had fifty. I selected four, and shoved

off on my new expedition.
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As T approached the vessel, I could not at
- first discover any part that was not tenanted by
the flames, the heat of which, at the distance of
twenty or thirty feet, was' far from pleasant,
even in that cold night. The weather quarter
appeared to be clearestof flames, but they burst
out With_gr(—::ét fury from the cabin windows. I
contrived, with great difficulty, to reach the
deck, by climbing up that part which was not
actually burning, and was followed by one of
the sailors.  The mainmast was on fire, and the
flakes of burning canvas from the boom main-
sail, fell on us like a snow storm ; the end of
the tiller was burned to charcoal, but on the
midship-part of it I passed a rope, and, assisted
" by the sailor, moved the helm, and got her
before the wind.

While I was thus employed, T could not help
thinking of my type, Don Juan. I was nearly
suffocated before T had completed my work. T
shoved off again, and away she flew before the

wind. “T don’t go with you this time,” said I;
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“ Jai été,” as the Frenchman said, when he was
invited to an English foxhunt.

I was as black as a negro when I returned on
board, and dying with thirst: ¢ Very well done,
Mildmay,” said the captain ; *“ did you find it
warm ?” I pointed to my Ihouth, for it was so
parched that I could not speak, and ran to the
water-cask, where Idrank as much as would hayve

floated a canoe. The first thing I said, as soon

as I could speak, was, D that fire-ship,
and the lubber that set her on fire.”

The next morning the French squadron was
seen in a very disastrous state ; they had cut their
cables, and ran on shore in every direction, with
the exception of the flag ships of the admiral and
rear-admiral, which layat their anchors,and could *
not move till high-water ; it was then first quar-
ter flood, so that they had five good hours to
remain. I refer my readers to the court-martial
for a history of these events: they have also
been commented on, with more or less severity,

by contemporary writers. I shall only observe,






THE NAVAL OFFICER. 21

his bowels, which were écattered ‘over ano-
ther midshipman and myself, and nearly blinded
us; he fell—and after lying a few seconds,
sprang suddenly on his feet, stared us horridly
in the face, and fell down dead. The spine had
not been divided ; but with that exception, the
lower was separated from the upper part of the
body. -

Some of our vessels seeing us so warmly
engaged, began to move up to our assistance.
One of our ships of the line came into action in
such gallant trim, that it was glorious to behold.

She was a beautiful ship, in what we call < high
 kelter 57 she seemed a living body, con-
scious of her own superior power over her oppo-
nents, whose shot she despised, as they fell thick
and fast about her, whilst she de]iberatel}; took
up an admirable position for battle. And having
furled her sails, and squared her yards, as if
she had been at Spithead, her men came down
from aloft, went to their guns, and opened such

afire on the enemy’s ships and batteries, as would
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have delighted the great Nelsonhimself, could
he have been present. The results of this
action are well-known, and do not need repeating
here ; it was one of the winding-up scenes of
the war, The French, slow to believe their
naval inferiority, now submitted in silence. Our
navy had done its work; and from that time,
the brunt of the war fell on the army.

The advocates of fatalism or predestination
might adduce a strong illustr-ation of their doc-
trine as evinced in the death of the captain
of ‘one of the French ships destroyed. This
officer had been taken out of his ship by one of
the boats of our frigate; but, recollecting that
lie had left on board nautical instruments of
great value, he requested our captain to go
with him in the gig, and bring them away
before the ship was burned. They did go,
and the boat being very small, they sat very
close side by side, on a piece of beard not much
more than two feet long, which, for want of

proper seats was laid across the stern of the
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boat. One ofithe French ships was burning at
the time ; her: guns went off as fast as the fire
reached them ; and a chance shot took the hoard
from under the two captains: the English cap-
tain was not hurt s but the splinters entered the
body of the French captain, and killed him. Late
in the evening, the other French line-of-battle
ships: that were ashore were set fire to, and a
splendid illumination they made ; we were close
tosthem, and the splinters and fragments of
wreck fell on board of us.

Among our killed, was a Dutch boatswain’s
mate: his wife was on board, and the stick
which he was allowed to carry in virtue of his
office, he very frequently applied to the shoul-
ders of his help-mate, in requital for certain
instances of infidelity ; mor, with all my respect
for the fair sex, can I deny that the punishment
was generally deserved. When the cannon ball
had deprived her of her lawful Pprotector and
the guardian of her honour, she sat by the side of

his mangled remains, making many unavailing
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A midshipman’s vacancy having occurred on
board the friga¥e, the captain offered it to me.
I gladly accepted of it ; and while he was in the
humour, Tasked himfor a week’s leave of absence;.
this he also granted, adding, at the same time,
¢« Nomore French leave, if you please.” I need
not say that not an hour of this indulgence was
intended either for my father or even the dear
Emily. No, Eugenia, the beloved, in her inter-
esting condition, claimed my undivided care.
I flew to G
- had left it a fortnight before, and had gone no

—, found the troop; but she, alas !
knew whither.

Distracted with this fatal news, I sunk into a
chair almost senseless, when one of the actresses
brought me a letter: I kuew the hand, it was
that of Eugenia. Rushing into an empty par-

lour, T broke the seal, and read as follows:—

¢ Believe me, my dearest Mildmay, nothing
but the most urgent necessity could induce me
to cause you the affliction which I know you wilk

VOL. II. ¢
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feel on reading these lines. Circumstances have
occurred since we parted, that }‘not only render
it necessary that I should quit you, but also
that we should not meet again for some time;
and that you should be kept in ignorance of
my place of abode. Our separation, though
long, will not, I trust, be eternal ; but years may
elapse before we meet again. The sacrifice is
great to me, but your honour and prosperity
demand it. I have the same ardent love towards
you that I ever had; and for your sake, will
love and cherish your child. I am supported
in this my trial, by a hope of our being again
united. God in Heaven bless you, and prosper
all your undertakings. Follow up your profes-
sion, I shall hear and have constant intelligence
of all your motions, and I shall pray to Heaven
to spare your life amidst all the dangers that -
your courage will urge you to encounter. ~ Fare-
well | and forget not her who never has you
one moment from her thoughts.

¢ EucENIA.”
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“ P.S. You may at times be short of cash ;
I know you are very thoughtless in that respect.
A letter to the subjoined address will always be
attended to, and enable you to command what-
ever may be necessary for your comfort. Pride
might induce you to reject this offer; but re-
member it is Fugenia that offers: and if
you love her as she thinks you do, you will

accept it from her.”

Here was mystery and paradox in copious
confusion. ¢ Obliged by circumstances to leave
me—to conceal the place of her retirement”’—
yet commanding not only pecuniary resources
for herself, but offering me any sum I might
require! I retired to my bed; but sleep for-
sook me, nor did I want it. I had too much to
think of, and no clue to solve my doubts. I .
prayed to Heaven for her welfare, vowed eter-
nal constancy, and at length fell asleep. The
next morning, I took leave of my quondam
assoclates, and returned to Portsmouth, neithep -

c 2
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wishing to see my father, my f'amily, or even the
sweet Emily. It however occurred to me, that
the same agent who could advance money, could
forward aletter ; and a letter I wrote, expressing
all T felt. No answer was returned ; butas the

letter never came back, I was convineed it was
received, and occasionally sent others, the
contents of which my readers will, no doubt,
feel obliged to me for suppressing, love-letters
being of all thingsin the world the most stupid,
except to the parties concerned.

As I was not to see my Eugenia, I was
delighted to hear that we were again to be sent
on active service. The Scheldt Expedition was
preparing, and our frigate was to be in the
advance ; but our gallant and favourite captain
was not to go with us ; an acting captain was ap- -
pbinted, and every exertion was used to have the
ship ready. The town in the mean time was as
crowded with soldiers as Spithead and the har-
bour was with transports. Late in July, we

sailed, having two gun-boats in tow, which we
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were ordered to man. T applied for, and ob-
tained the command of one of them, quite cer-
tain that I should see more service, and conse-
quently have more amusement, than if I remained
on board the frigate. We convoyed forty or
fifty transports, containing the cavalry, and
brought them all safe to an anchor off Cad-
sand.

The weather was fine, and the water smooth
not a moment was lost in disembarking the
troops and horses; and I do not recollect ever
having seen, either before or since, a more
pleasing sight. The men were first sent on
shore with their saddles' and bridles: t}le horses
were then lowered into the water in running
slings, which were slipped clear off them in a
moment ; and as soon as they found themselves
free, they swam away for the shore, which they
saluted with a loud neigh as soon as they
landed. In the space of a quarter of a mile we
had three or four hundred horses in the water, all

swimming for the shore at the same time; while
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their anxious riders stood on the beach waiting
their arrival. I never saw so movel or pictur-
esque a sight. :

- I found the gun-boat service very hard We
were stationed off Batz, and obliged to be
‘constantly on the aleft; but when Flushing
surrendered, we had more leisure, and we em-
ployed it in procuring some articles for our table,
to which we had been too long strangers. Our
money had been expended in the purchaseof
champagne and claret, in which articles we were
no economists, consequently few florins could be
spared for the purchase of poultry and butcher’s
meat ; but -then these articles were to be pro-

~cured, by the same means which had given us
' ‘the Island of Walcheren, namely powder and
shot. - The country people were very churlish,
and not at all inclined to barter; and as we had
nothing to give in exchange, we avoided
useless discussion. ~ Turkeys, by us short-
sighted mortals, were often mistaken for phea-

sants ; cocks and hens, for partridges; tame
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ducks and geese for wild ; in short, such was our
hurry and confusion—leaping ditches, climbing
dykes, and fording swamps—that Buffon him-
self would never have known the difference be-
tween a goose and a peacock. Our game bags
were as capacious as our consciences, and our
aim as good as our appetites.

The peasants shut all their poultry up in their
barns, and very liberally bestowed all their
curses upon us. Thus all our supplies were
cut off, and foraging became at least a source
of difficulty, if not of danger. I went on shore
with our party, pat a bullet into my fowling-
piece, and, as [ thought, shot a deer; but on
more minute inspection, it proved to bea four
months’ calf. This was an accident that might
have happened to any man. The carcass was too
heavy to carry home, so we cut {t in halves, not
fore and aft down the back bone, as your stupid
butchers do, but made a short cut across the
loins, a far more compendious and. portable
method than the other. ~ We marched off with
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the hind legs, loins, and kidney, having first of
all buried the head and shoulders in: the field,
determined to call and take it away the follow-
ing night.

We were partly seen, and severely scruti-
nized in our action by'a neighbouring gun-
boat, whose crew were no doubt as hungry as
ourselves; they got hold of one of our men,
who, like a fool, let the cat out of the bag,
when a pint of grog got into it. The fellow
hinted where the other half lay, and these wn-~
principled rascals went after it, fully resolved
to. appropriate it to themselves ; but they were
outwitted, as they deserved to: be for their
roguery. The farmer to whom the calf belonged
had got a hint of what was done, and ﬁnding'
that we had buried one half of the calf, pro-
cured a party of soldiers ready to take pos-

 session of us when we should come to fetch it
away ; accordingly, the party who went from
the other gun-boat after dark, having found out

the spot, were very busy disinterring theie
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prey, when they were surptised, taken prisoﬁers,
. and marched away to the British camp, leaving
the dead body behind.

We, quite unconscious of what was done,
came soon after, found our veal, and marched
off with it. The prisoners were in the mean-
time sent on board the flag-ship, with the charge
of robbery strongly preferred against them . in-
deed, the flagrante delicto was proved. In vain
they protested that they were not the slayers,
but only went in search of what others had
killed ; the admiral, who was a kind-hearted
man, said, that that was a very good story, but
desired them ¢ not to tell lies to old rogues,” and
ordered them all under arrest: at the same time
giﬁng directions for a most rigid serutiny into
the larder of dho other gun-boat, with a view, if
possible, to diséover the remains of the calf. This
we had foreseen would happen, so we put it into
one.of the sailor’s bags, and sank it with a lead
line in three fathoms water, where it lay till the
inspection was over, when we dressed it, and

c 3
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made an excellent dinner, drinking success to his
majesty’s arms by land and sea.

Whether T had been intemperate in food or
libation I know not, but I was attacked with the
Walcheren fever, and was sent home in a line-
ofbattle ship : and, perhaps, as Pangloss says,
it was all for the best; for I knew I could not
have left off my inveterate habits, and it would
have been very inconvenient to me, and distress-
ing to my friends, to have ended my brilliant
career, and stopped these mémoirs, at the be-
ginning of the second and most interesting vo-
lume, by hanging the Author up, like a scare-
crow, under the superintendance of the rascally -
pravost-martial, merely for catering on the land
~ of a Walcheren farmer. Moreover, the Dutch
were unworthy of liberty, as their actions proved,
to begrudge a few fowls, or a fillet of veal, to
the very men who came to rescue them from
~‘bondage;——and then their water, too, who ever
drank such stuff? for my part, I never tasted it

when I could get anything better. As to their
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nasty swamps and fogs, quite good enough for
such croaking fellows as they are, what could
induce an Englishman to live among them, ex-
cept the pleasure of killing Frenchmen, or shoot-
ing game? Deprive us of these pursuits, which
the surrender of Flushing effectually did, and
Walcheren, with its opthalmia and its agues, was
no longer a place for a gentleman. Besides, I
plainly saw that if there ever'had been any in-
tention of advancing to Antwerp, the time was
now gone by ; and as the French were laughing
at us, and I never liked to be made a butt of,
particularly by such chaps as these, I left the
scene of our sorrows and disgraces without regret.

The farewell of Voltaire came into my mind.
€ Adiew, Canauw, Caonardes, et Canaille,” which
might be rendered into Engiish, thus—¢ Good
bye, Dykes, Ducks, and Dutchmen.” So Lre-
turned to my father’s house to be nursed by my
sister, and to astonish the neighbours with' the

history of our wonderful achievements.
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was broken—it is vain to inquire how, and the
consequence was, that the day of my departure
to join a frigate on the North American station,
was welcomed with joy by me, and seen unre-
gretted by my father.

The ship I was about to join was commanded by
a young nobleman, and as patricians were not so
plentiful in the service at that time, as they have
since become, I was considered fortunate in my
appointment. I was ordered, with about thirty
more supernumerary midshipmen, to take my
passage in a ship-of-the-line, going to Bermuda.
The gun-room was given to us as our place of
residence, the midshipmen belonging to the ship
occupying the two snug berths in the cock-
pit.

Among so many young men of different ha- -
bits and circumstances, all joining the ship- at
different periods, no combination could be made
for forming a mess. The ship sailed soon after
I got on board, and our party, during the voy-

age, Was‘usually supplied from the purser’s
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steward-room. I have thought'it very wonder-
ful, that a mess of eight or twelve seamen or ma-
rines, will always make the allowance last from
one week to another, and have something to
spare ; but with the same number of midship-
men the case is very different, and the larger
the mess, the more do their difficulties increase ;
they are never satisfied, never have enough, and
if the purser will allow them, are always in debt
for flour, beef, pork, and spirits. This is owing
to their natural habits of carelessness; and our
mess, for this reason, was particularly uncom-
fortable. The government was a democracy ;
but the caterer had at times been invested with
dictatorial powers, which he either abused, or was
thought to abuse, and he was accordingly turned
out, or resigned in disgust, at the end of two or
three days.
Most of my messmates were young men, se-
nior to me in the service, having passed their
examinations, and were going to America for

promotion; but when mustered on the quarter-
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deck, whether they appeared less manly, or were,
in fact, less expert in their duty, I know not;
but certain it is, that the first lieutenant ap-
pointed me mate of a watch, and placed seve-
ral of these aspirants under my orders: and
so strong did we muster, that we stood in
each other’s way when on deck keeping our
watch, seldom less than seventeen or eighteen
in aumber.

In the gun-room we agreed very ill together,
and one principal cause of this was, our short
allowance of food—daily skirmishes tock place,
and not unfrequently pitched battles; but I
never took any other part in them than as a
spectator, and the observations I made convinced
me that I should have no great difficulty in mas-
tering the whole of them. :

The- office of caterer was one of neither ho-
nour nor emolument, and it was voluntarily taken
up, and peevishly laid down, on the first trifling

provocation.  With the ship’s allowance, no °
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being, less than an angel, could have given satis-
faction. The division of beef and pork into as
many parcels as- there were claimants, always
produced remonstrance, reproof, and blows. I
was never quarrelsome, and took the part allotted
to me quietly encugh, until, they finding my
disposition to submit, I found my portion daily
decrease, and on the resignation of the thirteenth
caterer, I volunteered my services, which were
gladly accepted.

Aware of the danger and difficulty of my situ-
ation, I was prepared accordingly. On the first
day that I shared the provisions, I took very
good care of No.1, and, as I had foreseen, was
attacked by two or three for my lion-like division
of the prey. Upon this, T made them a short
speech, observing, that if they supposed I meant
to take the trouble of catering for nothing, they
were very much mistaken ; that the small dif-
ference I made between their portions and mine,

if ‘eqhally divided among them, would not fill a
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hollow tooth, and that, after my own share, all
others should be distributed with the most rigid
impartiality, and serupulous regard to justice.

" This very reasonable speech did not satisfy
them. I was challenged to decide the point
@ la Cribb; two candidates for the honeur step-
ped out at once. I desired them to toss up;and .
having soon defeated the winner, I recommended
him to return to his seat. Thenext man came for-
ward, hoping tofind an easy victory, after the fa-
tigue of a recent battle ; but he was mistaken, and
retired with severe chastisement. The next day
T took my seat, cleared for action—coat, waist-
coat, and neckeloth off. T observed that I should
proceed as I had done before, and was ready to
hold a court of Oyer and Terminer; but no
suitors appeared, and T held the office of caterer
from that day till T quitted the ship, by the
strongest of all possible: claims—first, by elec-
tion ; and, secondly, By right of conquest.

We had not been many days at sea, before

we discovered that our first lieutenant was a
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most abominable tyrant, a brutal fellow, a
drunkard, and a glutton, with a long red mnose,
and a large belly; he frequently sent half-a-
dozen grown up midshipmen to the mast-head
at a time. This man I determined to turn out
of the ship, and mentioned my intention to my
messmates, promising them success if they would
only follow my advice. They quite laughed at
" theidea; but I was firm, and told them that it
should come to pass, if they would but behave
so ill as just to incur a slight punishment, or re-
primand, from ¢ Nosey,” every day ; this they
agreed to; and not a day passed but they were
either mast-headed, or put watch and watch.
They reported all to me, and asked my ad-
vice; < Complain to the captain,” said I. They
did, and were told that the first licutenant had
done his duty. The same causes produced the
same effects on each succeeding day ; and when
the midshipmen complained, they had no redress.
By my direction, they observed to the captain,

Tt is of no use complaining, Sir: you always
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take Mr. Clewline’s part.” The captain, indeed,
from a general sense of propriety, gave his sup-
port to the ward-room officers, knowing that, nine
times in ten, midshipmen were in the wrong.
Things worked as T wished ; ;he midshipmen
persisted in behaving ill—remonstrated, and
declared that the first lieutenant did not tell the
truth. Fora time, many of them lost the favour
of the captain, but I encouraged them to bear °
that as well as the increased rancour of ¢ Old
Nosey.” One day two midshipmen, by previous
agreement, began to fight on the lee gangway.
In those days, that was crime enough almost to
have hanged them; they were sent to the mast-
head for three hours, and when they came down
applied to me for advice. « Go,” said I, « and
complain, If the first lieutenant says you were
fighting, tell the captain you were only shewing
how the first lieutenant pummelled the men last
night when they were hoisting the topsails, and
the way he cut the marine’s head, when he

knocked him down the hatchway.” All thiswas
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fairly done—the midshipmen received a repri-
mand, but the captain began to think there
might be some cause for these continued com-
plaints, which daily increased both in weight
and number.

At last we were enabled to give the coup de
grace. A wretched boy in the ship, whose dirty
habits often brought him to the gun, was so
~ hardened, that he laughed at all the stripes of
the boatswain’s eat inflicted on him by the first
lieutenant. 1 will make him feel,” said the en-
raged officer; so ordering a bowl of brine to be
brought to him, he sprinkled it on the lacerated
flesh of the boy between every lash. This inhu-
“man act, so unbecoming the character of an offi-
cer and a gentleman, we all resented, and retir- )
ing to the gun-room in a body, gave three deep
and heavy groans in chorus. The effect was dis-
mal; it was heard in the ward-room, and the

first lieutenant sent down to desire we should be
quiet ; on which' we immediately gave = three

more, which sent him in a rage to the quarter-
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tain walked into his cabin, and the next day
signified to the first lieutenant, that he must
quit the ship on her arrival in port, or be tried
by a court-martiél; this latter he knew he dared
not stand.

I should have informed my reader that our
orders were to see the East-India convoy as far
as the tenth degree of north latitude, and then
proceed to Bermuda. This was of itself a plea-
sant cruize, and gave us the chance of falling in
either with an enemy or a recapture. Ships
not intending to cross the line, usually grant a
saturnalia to the crew when they come to the

" tropic of Capricorn; it is thought to removate
* their spirits, and to break the monotony of
the cruize, or voyage, where time flows on in
such.a smooth, urdeviating routine, that one
day is not distinguishable from another. Our
captain, a young man, and a perfect gentleman,
" never refused any indulgence to the men, in-
compatible with discipline and the safety of the
ship; and as the regular trade-wind blew, there
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was no danger of sudden squalls.—The cere-
mony of crossing the line, I am aware, has
been often described—so has Italy and the
Rhine ; but there are varieties of ways of doing
and relating these things; ours had its sin-
gularity, and ended, I am sorry to say, ina
deep tragedy, which I shall remember * as long
as memory holds her seat.”

One beautiful morning, as soon as the people
had breakfasted, they began to prepare, by
stripping to their waists, and wearing nothing
but a pair of duck trowsers. The man at the
mast-head called out that he saw something on
the weather-bow, which he thought was a boat ;
s00n after, an unknown voice from the jib-boom
hailed the ship; the officer of the watch an-
swered; and the voice commanded him to heave
to, as Neptune was coming on board. The ship
was accordingly hove to with every formality,
though going at the rate of seven miles an hour:
the main-yard squared, the head and after-yards
braced up.
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sides, she has less to do of a Sunday, and more
time to think of hersins, and do penance.”

¢ But you would not have a prince strike a
lady, surely?”

““ Wouldn’t I? no to be sure, if she behaye
herself as sich, on no account; but if she gives
tongue, and won’t keep sober, I’d sarve her as ;
Ido. Amphy—don’t T, Amphy ?” chucking the
goddess under: the chin. ¢ We have no bad
wives in the bottom of the sea: and so if you
don’t know how to keep ’em in order, send them
torus.”

“¢ But your majesty’s remedy is violent; we
should have a rebellion in England, if the king
was to beat his wife.”

& Make the lords in waiting do. it then,” said
the surly god ; ¢ and if they are too lazy, which
I dare say they are, send for a boatswain’s mate
from the Royal Billy—he'd sarve her out, I
warrant you; )and,» for half a gallon of 1um,
would teach the yeomen of the guard to dance

the binnacle hornpipe into the bargain.”
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The midshipmen looked out: for the first lieu-
tenant; but he kept so close under ‘the wing of
the captain, that for a long time we were unable
toisucceed. - At length, some great uproar in
the waist, induced him. to run down, when we
all surrounded him, and plied him so effectually
with'buckets of water, that he was glad to run
down -the after-hatchway, and seek shelter  in
the gun-room; as he van down, we threw. the
buekets after him, and he fell, like the Roman
virgin, covered with the shields of the sol-
diers. st
The purser had fortified himself in his cabin,
and with his ‘sword and pistels, vowed ven-
geance against all intruders; but the middies
were not to be frightened with swords or pistols:
so we had him out, .and gave him a sound
ducking, because he had reﬁl'sed to let us have
more - spirits  than ' our allowance. He' was
paraded to the main deck in great form, his
sword held ‘over his head; his pistols, in a
bucket of water, carried before him; and having
D3
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for the gratification of my curiosity. I went in
a whale-boat rowed by coloured men, natives of
the islands, who were very daring and expert in
this pursuit. We saw a whale, with her calf;
playing round the coral rocks; the attention
which the dam shewed to its young, the care
she took to warn it of danger, was truly affect-
ing. She led it away from the boats, swam
round it, and semetimes she would. embrace it
with her fins, and roll over with it in the wag'es.
We contrived to get the ¢ ’vantage ground”
by going to seaward of her, and by that means
drove her into shoal water among the rocks.
At last we came so near the young one, that the
harpooner poised his weapon, krgjowing that the
calf once struck, the mother was our own, for
she would never desert it. Aware of the danger
and impending fate of its inexperienced off-
spring, she swam rapidly roﬁnd it, in- de-
creasing circles,. evineing the utmost uneasiness
and anxiety ; l:;ut its parental admonitions were

unheeded, and it met its fate-
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the nobleman who commanded her. = I expected
to have seen an effeminate young man, much to0
refined to learn his business; but I was mis-
taken.  Lord Edward was a sailor every inch
of him: he knew a ship from stem to stern:
understood the characters of seamen, and gained
their confidence. He _waé, besides, a good me-
chanic—a carpenter, rope-maker, sail-maker, and
cooper. He could hand, reef, and steer, knot
and splice; but he was no orator: he read
little, and spoke less. He was a man of no
shew. He was good-tempered, honest, and
unsophisticated, with a large proportion of com-
mon sense. He was good-humoured and free
with his officers; though, if offended, he was
violent, but soon calm again; mnor could you
ever perceive any assumption of consequence
from title of nobility. He was pleased with my
expertness-in practical seamanship; and before
we left the harbour, I became a great favourite.
This I took care to improve, asI liked him both
for himself and his good qualities, independently
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from Halifax a few hours after we had obtained
the sanction of the admiral, and, passing through
the beautiful passage between Nova Scotia and
the island of Cape Breton, known by the name
of the Gut of Canso, we soon reached Prince
Edward’s island.

We anchored in a small harbour near the
estate, on which' we found a man, residing with
his wife and family; this fellow called him-
self the stéward, and from all T could see of
him, during our three weeks’ stay, he appeared
to me to be rascal enough for the stewardship of
any nobleman’s estate in England. The captain
landed, and took me as his aid-de-camp. A bed
‘was prepared for his lordship in the steward’s
house, but he preferred sleeping on clean hay in
the barn. This noble lord was a man whose
_ thoughts seldom gave much labour to his
: tongue ; he always preferred hearing others to
talking himself; and whoever was his companion,
he must always be at the expense of the conver-

sation. Nor was it by the usual mode of simple
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érants. Our men began to clear a patch of
lan(.l, by cutting down a number of pine trees,
the almost exclusive natives of the wood, and,
having selected a spot for the foundétioﬁ, we
placed four stems of trees in a parallelogram,
haying a deep notch in each end, mutually to
fit and embrace each other. When the walls, by
this repeated operation, were high enough, we
laid on the rafters, and covered the roof with
boughs of the fir, and the bark of the birch tree,
filling the interstices with moss and mud. By
practice, I became a very expert engineer, and
with the assistance of thirty or forty men, I could
build a very good house in a day.

We next cleared, by burning and rooting
up, as much land as would serve to sustain
the little colony for the ensuing season; and,
having planted a crop of corn and potatoés, and
given the settlers many articles useful in their
new abode, we left them agreeably to our orders

and to my great joy returned to dear Halifax
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where I again was blessed with the sight of my
innocent harem. I remember well that T re-
ceived a severe rebuke from the captain for inat-
tention to signals. One was addressed to us from
the flag ship; I was signal midshipman ; but
instead of directing my glass towards the old
Centurion, it was levelled at a certain young
Calypso, whose fair form I discovered wandering
along the < gazon flewris > how long would T
not have dwelt in this happy Arcadia, had not
another Mentor pushed me off the rocks,
and sent me once more to buffet the briny
waves !

Contrary to the opinion of any rational being,
the President of the United States was planning
a war against England, and every ship in Hali-
fax harbour was preparing to fight the Yankees.
The squadron sailed in September. = I bade
adieu to the nymphs of Nova Scotia with ' more
indifference than became ‘me, or than the recep-

tion T had met with from them seemed to
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I related, in the last chapter, an adventure
with: an Irish Guineaman, whose cargo my
right = honourable captain converted to the
profitable uses of himself and his country.
Another of these vessels had been fallen in
with by one of our cruizers, and the commander
of his majesty’s sloop, the Humming-bird, made
a selection of some thirty or forty stout Hi-
bernians to fill up his own complement, and
hand over the surplus to the admiral.

Short-sighted mortals we all are, and captains
of men-of-war are not exempted from this hu-
man imperfection ! How much, also, drops
between the cup and the lip! There chanced
to be on board of the same trader two very
pretty Irish girls of the better sort of bour-
geoisie; they were going to join their friends at
Philadelphia: the name of the one was Judy,
and of the other Maria. No sooner were the
poor Trishmen informed of their change of des-
tination, than they set up a howl loud enough

to make the scaly monsters of the deep seek
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their dark caverns. They rent the hearts of
the poor tender-hearted girls; and when the
thorough bass of the males was joined by the
sopranos and trebles of the women and children,
it would have made Orpheus himself turn round
and gaze.

¢“ Oh, Miss Judy ! Oh, Miss Maria! would
ye be so cruel as to see us poor craturs dragged
away to a man-of-war, and not for to go and
spake a word for us? A word to the captain
wid your own pretty mouths, no doubt he
would let us off.”

The young ladies, though doubting the
powers of their own fascinations, resolved to
make the experiment: so, begging the lieute-
nant of the sloop to give them a passage on
board, to speak with his captain, -they added a
small matter of finery to their dress, and
skipped into the boat like a couple of mountain-
kids, caring neither for the exposure of legs nor
the spray of the salt water, which, though it
.took the curls out of their hair, added a
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subject to its mighty and resistless devastation ;
the blustering Boreas entered by the seam afore-
said, and filled the trowsers like the cheeks of a
trumpeter.  Yorkshire wool could not stand the
inflated pressure—the dress split to ribbons, anﬂ
Soundly flagellated the very part it was intended
to conceal: What could he do, “in sweet con-
fusion lost and dubious flutterings’—the only
defence left against the rude blast, was his shirt,
(for the weather was so warm that second gar-
- ments were dispensed with), and this too being
old, fled in tatters before the gale. In short, clap
a sailor’s jacket on the Gladiator in Hyde-park,
and you have afair view of Lord Edward in the
hurricane.

The case was inconvenient enough; but as the
ship. was in_ distress, and we all expected to go
to the bottom in half an hour, it ‘was not worth .
while to quit the deck to replace the dress, which
would have availed him nothing in the depths
of the sea, particularly as we were not likely to

meet withany ladies there: nor if there had been
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any, was it a matter of any moment whether we
went to Davy’s Locker with or without breeches;
but when the danger was passed, the joke began
to appear, and I was amusing a large company
with the #ale when his lordship came in. The
titter of the ladies increased to a giggle, and
then, by regular gradation, to a loud and uncon-
trollable laugh. He very soon discovered that he
was the squect, and I the cause, and for a
minute or two seemed sulky; but it soon went
off, and I cannot think this was the reason of
his change of sentiments; for, although it is
high treason in a midshipman to look black at
the captain’s dog, much less to laugh at the
captain under any circumstances, still T knew
that my captain was too good a fellow to be
offended with such a trifle. I rather suspect I
was wished out of the ship by the first lieutenant
and gun-room officers ; and they were right, for
where an inferior officer is popular with the men,
discipline must suffer from it. I received a
good-natured hint from Lord Edward, that .§i10’=
ther captain, in a larger frigate, would be happy
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old ones were converted to my use, I honestly
own I wished the devil had Tom. Asa point
of economy, perhaps, this could not be avoided ;
but it engendered a hatred towards my brother
which often made me, in my own little malignant
' mind, find excuses for the conduct of Cain.
Tom was, toibe sure, what is called: a good
boy ; /e never soiled his clothes, as T did.. T was
always considered as a rantipole, for whom any
thing was good enough. But when I saw my
brother tricked out in new clothes, and. his old
duds covering me, like a scarecrow, I appeal to
any honourable mind ‘whether it was in human
nature tofeel otherwise than did, without possess-
ing an angelic disposition, to which I never pre-
tended ; and I fairly own that I did shed not one-
fiftieth partiso many: tears over Tom’s grave, as
I did over his dirty pantaloons, when forced to
put them on.
As for my sisters, I knew little about them,
and cared less: we met during the holidays,
and separated, without regret, after a: month’s

.
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quarrelling.  When T went to sea, I ceased
to think about them, concluding ‘there was no
love lost ; but when I found that death had for
ever robbed me of two of them, I felt the irre-
trievable loss. ‘T reproached myself with my
coldness and neglect’; and' the affection’ T had
denied to: them; T 'heaped ' threefold on my 're-
maining sister: ‘even before T had’ ever seen
her ‘on'my return, the tide of fraternal love
flowed: - towards ‘her with an uncontrollable
violence. “All" that It ought' to' have felt to-
wards' the others, was concentrated in her, and
displayed itself' with a force which stirprised
even ‘myself. ’

‘Perhaps the reader may be astonished that
my first inquiry in London, when I had seen
my - father and my family, should not have
been ' after poor Eugenia, whom I had Jeft,
and who also had quitted me, under ‘such' very
peculiar ‘and' interesting circumstances. T can-
not, however, claim’ much credit for having

performed’ this duty. = T did go, without loss of
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I felt that T had a clear right to boast of con-
stancy ; nor were the flirtations of Halifax and
Quebec at all incompatible with such a declara
tion. - The fair sex will start at this propo-
sition ; but it is nevertheless true. Emily was
to me what the Dutchman’s best anchor was to
him—he kept it at home, for fear of losing it.
He used other anchors in different ports, that
answered  the purpose tolerably well; but this
best bower he always intended to ride by in the
Nieu deep, when' he had escaped all the dangers
and quicksands of foreign: shores: such was
Emily to me. T thought of her when in the
_very jaws of the shark; I thought of her when
I mounted the rigging in‘ the hurricane; I
thought of her when bored and tormented to
madness by the old passing captaius ; éll, all
I might gain in renown was for her. Why,
then, traitor like, did I deny her? For no
other reason that T can devise, than that endless
love of plot and deceit which had growxf
with my growth.” :

Madame de Staél has pronounced love to






ause in des:
n destrc







THE NAVAL OFFICER. 163

should ever be broken ; and fortunately for me,
this plan answered, at the time, better than
candour.

1 must acknowledge, Sir,” said I, ¢ that
appearances are against me. I can only trust
to your patient hearing, while I state the real
facts.  Allow me first to say, that my father’s
observations are. hardly warranted by the con-
versation which took placeu; and if you will
please, in the first place, to consider that that
very conversation originated in my expressing a
wish and intention of coming down to see you,
and to produce to your daughter the memento
so carefully guarded during my long absence,
you must. perceive that there is an incongruity
in my conduct, difficult to explain; but still,
through all these mazes and windings, I trust
that truth and constancy will be found at the
bottom., You may probably laugh at the idea,
but I really felt j.eal;ms of my father’s praises so
lavishly bestowed on Miss Someryille ; and not

supposing he was aware of my attachment, I
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T paid the waterman, and sent him away. As
I went up the side, T saw a poor fellow spread-
eagled up to the graﬁng, < aceording to the
manners and customs of the natives,” while the
captain, officers, and ship’s company stood round
witnessing the athletic dexterity of a boatswain's
mate, who, by the even, deep, and parallel
' marks of the cat on the white back and shoul-
ders of the patient, seemed to be perfectly
master of his business. All this did not sur-
prise me: I was used toit; but after the address
of my captain on the preceding day, I was very
much surprised to hear language in direct yio-
lation of the second article of war.

Cursings and execrations poured out of his
mouth with a volubility equal to any the most
accomplished lady on the back of the Point.

¢¢ Boatswain’s mate,” roared the capfairi, “do
your duty, or by G— I will have you up, and
give you four dozen yourself. One would
think, d—n your b—d, that you were brushing

flies off a sleeping Venus, instead of punishing
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¢ I trust, gentlemen, this is not the last time
I shall sit in the gun-room, and that you will
all consider my cabin as your own. I love to
make my officers comfortable : nothing more
delightful than a harmonious ship, where every
man and boy is ready to go to h—1 for his
officers.  That’s. what I call good fellow-
ship—give and take—make proper allowances
for one another’s failings, and we shall be sorry
when the time comes for us to part. I am afraid,
however, that I shall not be long with you; ;
for, though I doat upen the brig, the Duke of
N
first Lord a d—d whigging for not promoting

and Lord George

, have given the

me sooner; and, between ourselves, I don’t
wish to go farther. My post commission goes
out with me to Barbadoes.” ¥

The first lieutenant cocked his eye; and
quick as were the motions of that eye, the cap-
tain, with a twist of one of his own, caught a
glimpse of it, before it could be returned to its

bearing on the central object, the beef-steaks,
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kidneys, and onions.  But it passed off without
remark.

A very capital steak this!' TIl trouble you
for some fat and a little gravy. Well have
some jollification' when we get to sea; but we
must get into l;lue water first + then we shall
have less to do. Talking of broiling steaks,
when' T was in Egypt, we used to broil our beef- |
steaks on the rocks—no!‘oceasion for fire—ther-
mometer at 200—hot as h—1! T have seen
four thousand men at a time cooking for the
whole army as much as'twenty or thirty thou-
sand pounds of steaks at a time, all hissing
and frying at a time—just about mnoon, of
course, you know—not a spark of fire!
Some of the soldiers, who had been brought
up as glass-blowers, at Leith, swore they never
saw such heat. I used to go to leeward of
‘them for a whiff, and think of old England!
Ah, that’s the country, after all, where a man
may think and say what he pleases! But that

sort of work did not last long, as' you may sup-
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pose ; their eyes were all fried out, d—n me, in
three or four weeks ! T had been illin my bed, for
I was attached to the 72d regiment, seventeen
hundred strong. T had a party of seamen with
me; but the ophthalmia made such ravages, that
the whole regiment, colonel and all, went stone
blind—all, except one corporal ! You may
staré, gentlemen, but it’s vefy true. Well, this
corporal had a precious time of it: he was
obliged to lead out the whole regiment to water
—he led the way, and two or three took hold
of the skirts of his jacket, on each side; the
skirts of these were seized again by as many
more; and double the numbér to the last, and
so all held on by one another, till they had
all had a drink at the well ; and, as the devil
would have it, there was but one well among us
all—so this cofporal used to water the regiment
just as a ‘groom waters his horses; and all
spreading out, you know, just like the tail of a
peacock.”
3
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lucky. Nos put them alive in a bread-bag,
and send them on shore in the bum-boat.”

Recollecting  that my dinner-party at the
George was to take place this day, and re-
membering the captain’s promise that I should
go on shore whenever I pleased, I thought
it only hecessary to say I was going, merely
passing the usual compliment to my superior.
I therefore went to him, with a modest assur-
ance, and told him of my engagement and my
intention.

““Upon my honour, Sir,” cried he, ‘putting
his arms a-kimbo, and sstaring me full in the
face ; ¢ you have a tole.rable sea-stock of modest
assurance ; no sooner come on board than you
-a{sk leave to go on shore again,. and at the same
time you have the impudence to tell me, know-
ing how much I abhor the vice, that you mean -
to wet your commission, and of course to get
beastly drunk, and to make others as bad as.
yourself. No, Sir; I'd have you to know, that

as captain of this ship, and as long as I have
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marks of respect. I introduced them all to him
in‘the most formal manner, taking them to him,
one by one, just as we are presented at court—
to compare great things with small.. His good-
humour  was' at ' its highest spring-tide ;  the
honour' of * drinking wine with' him  was sepa-
rately” and respectfully asked, and most con-
descendingly granted to every person at the
table.
' ¢ Capital salmon this,”' said ‘the captain;
< where does Billet get it ‘from ? By the by,
talking of that, did you ever hear of the pickled:
salmon in Scotland ?”

We all replied in the affirmative.

¢ Qh, you don't take. D—— it, I don’t
mean dead pickled salmon ; I mean live pickled
salmon, swimming about in tanks, as merry as
grigs, and as hungry as rats.”

We all expressed our astonishment at this,
and declared we never heard of it before.
' «T thought mot,” said he, ¢for it has only

lately been introduced into this country, by a
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fore it touched the water. You may laugh at
that, but that was nothing to the Swallow sloop
of war. She was in company with us ; she wanted
to seud for it, but, by J upiter, she was blewn
two miles up the country—guns, men, and all;
and the next morning they found her flying jib-
boom had' gone through the church-window, and
slapinto. the cheek of the picture of the Virgin
Mary. The natives all swore it was done on pur-
pose by d—d heretics. The captain was forced
toarm his men, and march them all down to the
beach, giving the ship up to the people, who
were 50 exasperated that they set her on fire, ‘
and never thought of the powder which was on
board.  All the priests were in their robes, sing-
ing some stuff or another, to purify the church ;
but thati was so much time thrown away, for in
one moment away went church, priests; pictures,
andvpeop]e, all to the devil together.” .

Here he indulged himself in some vile lan-
guage and scurrilous abuse of religion and its

ministers. All priests were hypocritical scoun-
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good a chance of going to Heaven as your-
self.”

“You go to Heaven ! said the captain, ¢ you
go to Heaven! Let me catch you there, and T
will come and kick you out.”

This was, indeed, shewing how fir he would
have carried his tyranny if he could. Bus our
feelings are relieved from any violent. shock at
this apparent blasphemy, when we recollect that
the poor man was an atheist ; and that hisidea of
Heaven was that of a little parlour at the Star
and Garter, with a good fire, plenty of grog,

.and pipes of tobacco.

He kept no table, nor did he ever drink any
wine, except when he dined with us; but got
drunk every night, more or less, on the ship’s
spirits, in his own cabin. He was alwaxs most
violent in the evening. Our only revenge was
laughing at his monstrous lies on Sunday, when
he dined with us. One night, his servant' came
and told the midshipman of the watch, that the
captain was lying dead drunk on the deck; in

L3
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to rattle the rigging down, which, as the vesscl
continued ‘to roll heavily, was still more dan-
gerous, and, if possible, more useless thah the
- former operation. = He was warned of it, but in
vain'; ‘and the men had not been aloft more than
ten minutes, when one of them fell overboard.
Why T should again have put rhy life in. jeo-
pardy, particularly ‘after the warning of the last
voyage, I know not. " I was perhaps vain of
what I could do in the water. I knew my
powers’; and with the hope of saving this unfor-
tunate victim to the folly and cruelty of the -
captain, I plunged after him into the sea, feeling
at the same time, that I was almost committing
an act of suicide. I caught hold of him, and
for a time supported him; and, had the com-
monest diligence and seamanship been shewn, T
should have saved him. But the captain, it
appeared, when he found I was overboard, was
resolved to get .rid of me, in order to save him-
self : he made use of every difficulty to prevent

the boat coming ‘to me. The poor man was
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they would throw him overboard. -Although
in some ‘measure I participated in their angry
feeling, yet I could not reconcile myself to
leave a fellow-creature thus to perish; even'in
the pit which he had'dug  for others, ‘and
this too at a/ time when we needed every indul-
gence from  thei Almighty for ourselves, and
every assistance from his hand to conduct ‘us
into'a port. {

¢ He deservestodie; it is all his own doings;”
said they'; “come into  the boat: yourself; Sir;
or ‘we must shove off without you.”

#The poor* captain—who, after sleeping four
hours; had recovered his senses, and felt all the
horror: of  his. situation—wept, screamed, tore
his‘hair, laid hold of my: coat, from which-only:
the: strength: of my men could disengage him.
He clung to life: with a passion.of feeling-which
I never saw in a-criminal condemned by the law ;
he fell on his knees before me, as he ‘appealed
tous all, collectively and separately;:he re-
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minded us of his-wife and starving children at
Baltimore; and hie implored us to think of them
and of our own:: j
i« Inwas melted to tears; I confess; but my men
heard him with the most stoical unconcern. Two
of them threw him over. to the opposite side of
the: deck ;- and before he could recover ffom
the 'violence of 'the' fall, pushed me into the
boat, and shoved- off. The wretched man
had by this time: crawled over to the: side
we had justleft; and throwing himself on his
knees, again screamed: out, ** Oh, mercy, merey, »
mercy !—For God’s. sake, have merey,, if you
expect any' !—Oh; God ! my wife and babes !”
‘His prayers, I lament to say, had no effect
on the exasperated seamen. He: then: fell:dnto
a fit 'of cursing and: blasphemy, evidently bereft
of his'senses; and in this:state he continued: for
some minutes, while we lay alongside,  the: bow-
man holding on ‘with the' boat-hook only:: T
was secretly: determined ‘mnoti to leave: him,.

although I foresaw a mutiny in the boat in con-
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mentally adoring the works of the Creator, and.
my heart sunk within me at my own insignifi-
cance, folly, and wickedness.

1 As ‘we were now running along the shore,
looking for our landing-place, and just going to
take in the sail, the American captain, who sat
close to the man at the helm, seemed attentively
watching something on the larboard bow of the
boat.: In an instant he exclaimed, * Put" your
helm, my good fellow, port-hard.” These words )
he accompanied with a push of the helm so vio-
lent, as almost to throw the man overboard who
sat on the larboard quarter. ' At the-same
moment, a heavy sea lifted the boat, and sent her

: many  yards beyond, ‘and to the right of a
pointed rock, just flush or even with the water,
which had escaped our notice, and which none
suspected but the American captain (for these
rocks do not shevs; bfeakeré every minute, if they
did they would be easily avoided). On this
we: should most certainly have been ‘dashed to

pieces, had not the danger been seen and avoided
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found that the boat would be dashed to pieces
if we attempted it. The midshipman proposed
that one of us should swim on shore, and, by
ascending a hill, discover a place to lay the boat
m. This I agreed to; and the quarter-master
immediately threw off his clothes. I made a
lead-line fast to him under his arms, that we
might pull him in if we found him exhausted.
He went over the surf with grea{t ease, until he
came to the breakers on the Beach, through
which he could not force his way; for the
moment he touched the ground with his foot,
the recoil -of the sea, and what is called by
sailors the undertow, carried him back again,
and left him in the rear of the last wave.

Three times the brave fellow made the at-
tempt, and with the same result. At last he
sunk, and we pulled him in very nearly dead.
We, however, restored him by care and atten-
tion, and he went again to his usual duty. The
midshipmah now proposed that he should try to
swim through the surf without the line, for Fhat

VOL. II. o
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yards above the high-water-mark. Her masts
and spars were lying in all directions on the
beach, which was strewed with her cargo.
This consisted of a'variety of toys and hard-
ware, musical instruments, violins, flutes, fifes,
and bird-organs. Some few remains of books,
which I picked wup, were French romances;
with indelicate plates, and still worse text.
These proved the vessel to be French. At ashort
distance from the wreck, on a rising knoll, we
found three or four huts, rudely constructed
out of the fragments ; and, a little farther off, a
succession of graves, each surmounted with a
cross. I examined the huts, which contained
some rude and simple relics of human tenantcy :
a few benches and tables, composed of boards
roughly hewn out and nailed together; bones
of goats, and of the wild hog, with'the remains
of burnt wood. But we could not discover .
any traces of the name oféi;vthe;~Vessel or ‘owner 3

nor were ‘there any names marked or cut on"the

boards, as might have been expected, t
o2




202 THE NAVAL OFEICER.

to whom the vessel belonged, and what had
become of the survivors. :

This studied concealment of all information
led us to the most accurate knowledge of her
port of departure, her destination, and her
object of trade. Being on the south-west side
of the island, with her head lying to the
north-east, she had, beyond all doubt, been
running from Rio Ji aneiro towards the coast of
Africa, and got on shore in the night. That
she was going to fetch a cargo of slaves was
equally” clear, not only from the baubles with
which she was freighted, but also from the
interior fitting of the vessel, and from a number
of hand and leg shackles. which we fo;md
-among the wreck, and which we knew were
only used for the purposes of confining and
securing the unhappy victims of this traffic.

We took up our quarters in the huts for the
night, and the next morning divided ourselves
into three parties, to explore the island. I

: hav’g before observed that we had muskets, but
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no powder, and therefore stood little chance of
killing any of the goats or wild hogs, withwhich
we found the island abounded. One party
soug"ht the means of attaining the highest
summit of the island ; another went along the
shore to the westward ; while myself and two
others went to the eastward. We crossed se-
veral ravines, with much difficulty, until we
reached a long valley, which seemed to intersect
the island.

Here a wonderful and most melancholy phe-
nomenon arrested our attention. Thousands
and thousands of trees covered the valley, each
of them about thirty feet high ; but every tree
was dead, and extended its leafless boughs to
another—a forest of desolatibn, as if pature
had at some particular moment ceased to vege-
tate! There was no underwood or grass. On
the lowest of the dead boughs, the gannets, and
other sea birds, had built their nests in numbers
unaccountable.  Their tameness, as Cooper

says, ¢ was shocking to me.” So unaccustomed

o~
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did they seem to man, that the mothers, brood-
ing over their youﬁg, only opened thgir beaks,
in a menacing attitude at us, as we passed by
them.

How to account satisfactorily for the simulta-
neous destruction of this vast forest of trees, was
very dificult ; there wasno want of rich earth
for nourishment of the roots. The most pro-
bable ‘cause appeared to me, a sudden and con-
“tinued ‘eruption of sulphuric effluvia from the
volcano; or else, by some unusually heavy gale
of wind or hurricane, the trees had been
drenched with salt water to their roots. = One or
the other of these causes must have produced
the effect.  The philosopher, or the geo]ogist,
must decide.

HiWe had the consolation to know that we
should at least experience no want of food—the
nests of the birds affording us a plentiful supply
»of eggs, and young ones of every age; with
these we returned: loaded to the cove. The

party that had gone to the westward, reported
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having seen some wild hogs, but were unable
to secure any of them; and these who had
attempted to ascend the mountain, returned
much fatigued, and one of their number missing.
They reported that they had gained the summit
of the mountain, where they had discoveréd a
large plain, skirted by a species of fern tree,
from twelve to eighteen feet high—that on
this plain they had seen a herd of goats; and
among them, could distinguish one of enormous
size, which appeared to be their leader. He
was as large as a pony ; but all attempts to
take one of them were utterly fruitless. The
man who was missing bad followed them farther
than they had. They waited some time for his
return; but as he did not come to them, they‘
concluded he had taken some other route to the
cove. I did mot quite like this story,> fearing
some dreadful accident had befallen the poor
fellow, for whom we kept a watch, and had a
fire burning the whole night, which, like the

former one, we passed in the huts. We had an
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abundant supply of fire-wood from the wreck,
and a stream of clear water ran close by our
little village.

The next morning, a party was sent in search
of the man, and some were sent to fetch a supply
of young gannets for our dinner. The latter
brought back with them as many young birds
as would suffice for two or three days; but of
the three who went In quest of the missing man,
only two returned. "They reported that they
could gain no tidings of him: that they had
missed one of their own number, who had, no
doubt, gone in pursuit of his shipmate.

This intelligence occasioned a great deal of
anxiety, and many surmises. The most prevalent
opinion seemed to be that there were wild beasts
on the island, and that our poor friends had be-
come a prey to them. I determined, the next
morning, to go in search of thexﬁ myself, taking
one or two chosen men with me. I should have
. mentioned, that when we left the sinking vessel,

we had taken out a poodle dog, that was on
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board—first, because I would net allow the
poor animal to perish ; and, secondly, because we
might, if we had no better food, make a dinner
of him. This was quite fair, as charity begins
at home.

This faithful animal became much attached
to me, f;‘om whom he invariably received his
portion of food. He never quitted me, nor
followed any one else; and he was my com-
panion when I went on this excursion.

We reached the summit of the first mountain,
whence we saw the goats browsing on tﬁ_e
second, and meant to go there in pursuit of
the objects of our anxious search, I was
some yards in advance of my companions, and
the dog a little distance before me, near the
shelving part of a ro/ck, terminating in a pre-
cipice. The shelf I had to cross was about six
or seven feet wide, and ten or twelve long, with
a very little inclined plane towards the precipice,
so that I thought it perfectly safe. A small rilt
of water trickled down from the rock above it,

03
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and, losing itself among the moss and grass, fell
over the precipice below, which indeed was of a
frightful depth.

This causeway was to all appearance safe,
compared with many which we had passed, and
I was just going to step upon it, when my dog
ran before me, jumped on the fatal pass—his
feet slipped from under him—he fell, and disap-
peared over the precipice! I started back—I
heard a heavy squelch and a howl; another
fainter succeeded, and all was still. I advanced
w-it‘h;-the utmost caution to the edge of the pre-
cipicesiiwhere I discovered that the rill of water
had nourished a short moss, elose and smooth as
velvet, and so slippery as not to admit of the
lightest footstep ; this accounted for the sudden :
disgppearaﬁcé,‘and, as I concluded, the inevi-
table death of my dog.

My first thoughts were those of gratitude for
my miraculous escape; my second unwillingly
glanced at the fate of my poor men, too pro-

bably lying lifeless at the foot of this mountain.
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I stated my fears to the two seamen who were
with me, and who had just come up. The
whole bore too much the appearance of truth to
admit of a doubt. We descended the ruins by a
circuitous and winding way ; and, after an hour’s
difficult and dangerous walk, we reached the
spot, where all our fears were too fully con-
firmed. There lay the two dead bodies of our
companions, and that of my dog, all mangled
in a shocking manner; both, it would appear,
had attempted to cross the shelf in the same
careless way which I was about to do, when
Providence mterposed the dog in my behalf.
This singular dispensation was not lost upon
me; indeed, latterly, T had beenin such penils,
and seen such hair-breadth escapes, that I be-
came quite an altered and reflecting character.
I returned to my men at the cove, thoughtful
and melancholy; I told them of what had hap-
pened; and, haying a Prayer-book with me in

my trank, I proposed to them that I should
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read the evening prayers, and a thanksgiving
for our deliverance.

In this, the American captain, whose name
was Green, most heartily concurred. Indeed,
ever since this poor man had been received into
the boat, he had been a very different character
to what I had at first supposed him; he con-
stantly refused his allowance of spirits, giving it
among the sailors; he was silent and meditative;
I often found him in prayer, and on these occa-
sions I never interrupted him. At other times,
he studied how he might make himself most
useful. He would patch and mend the people’s
clothes and shoes, or shew them how to do i;
for themselves. Wheneyer any hard work was
to be done, he was always the first to begin, and
the last to leave off ; and to such a degree did
he carry his attention and kinduess, that we all
began to love him, and to treat him with great
respect.  He took charge of a watch when we
were at sea, and never closed his eyes during his

hour of duty.
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Nor was this the effect of fear, or the dread
of ill-usage among so many Englishmen, whom
his errors had led into so much misfortune.
He very soon had an -opportunity of proving
that his altered conduct was the effect of sorrow
and repentance. The next morning I sent a
party round by the sea-shore, with directions to
walk up the valley and bury the bodies of our
unfortunate ‘companions. The two men who
had accompanied me were of the number sent
on this service; when they returned, I pointed
out to them how disastrous our residence had
been on this' fatal island, and how much better
it had been for us if we had continued our
course to RiorJaneiro, which, being only two
hundred and fifty or two hundred and sixty
leagues distant, we should by that time nearly
have reached: that we were now expending the
most valuable part of our provisions, namely—
our spirits and tobacco; while our boat, our
only hope and resource, was not even in safety,

since a gale of wind might destroy her. I there-
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fore propose(f to make immediate preparations
for our departure, to which all unanimously
agreed.

We divided the various occupations; some
went to fetch a sea stock of young birds, which
were killed' and dressed to save our salt pro-
visions; others filled all our water-casks. Cap-
tain Green superintended the rigging, sails, and
oars of the boat, and saw that every thing was
complete in that department. The spirits re-
maining were getting low, and Captain Green,
the .midshipman, and myself, agreed to drink
none, but reserve it for pressing emergencies,
In three days after beginning our preparations,
and the seventh after our landing, we embarked,
and after being nearly swamped by the surf,
once more hoisted our sail on the wide waters
of the Atlantic Ocean.

We were not destined, however, to encounter
many dangers this time, or to reach the coast of
South America: for we had not been many

hours at sea, when a vessel hove in sight ; she
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proved to be an American pﬁvite'er brig; of
fourteen guns and one hundred and thirty men,
bound on a cruize off the Cape of Good Hope.
As soon as she perceived us, she bore down, and
in half an hour we were safe on hoard ; when
having bundled all our little stock of goods on
her decks, the boat was cut adrift. My men
were not well treated until they consented to
enter for the privateer, which, after much per-
suasion and threats, they all did, except Thomp-
son, contrary tomy strongest remonstrances, and
urging every argument in my power to dissuade
them from such a fatal step. »

I remonstrated with the captain of the priva-
teer, on what I deemed a violation of hospitality.
s You found me,” I said, ¢ on the wide ocean,
in a frail boat,r which some huge wave might
have overwhelmed in & moment, or some fish, in
sport, might have tossed in the air. You re-
ceived me and my people with all the kindness

and friendship which we could desire; but
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you mar it, by seducing the men from their
allegiance to their lawful sovereign, inducing
" them to become rebels, and subjecting them to .
a capital punishment whenever they may (as
they most probably will) fall into the hands of
their own government.”
The captain, who was an unpolished, but
sensible, clear-headed Yankee, replied, that he
was éorry 1 should take any thing ill of him ;
that no affront was meant fo me; that he had
nothing whatever to do with my men, until they
came voluntarily to him, and entered. for his
vessel 5 that he could not but admit; however,
that they might have been persuaded to take
. this step by some of his own people. ¢ And,
now, Leftenant,” said he, ¢ let me ask you a -
question, Suppose you commanded a British
vessel, and ten or twelve of my men, if I was
unlucky enough to be taken by you, should
volunteer for your ship, and say they were

natives of Newcastle, would you refuse them?
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.Besides, before we went to war with you, you
made no ceremony of taking men out of our
merchant-ships, and even out of our ships of
war, whenever you had an epportunity. Now,
i)ray, where is the difference between your con-
duct and ours?”

I replied, that it would not be very easy,
nor, if it were, would it answer any good pur-
pose, for us to discuss a question that had
puzzled the wisest heads, both in his country
an&"ﬁe ’,;or the last twenty years; that my
present usiness was a case of its own, and must

be consld 1 abstractedly 5 that the fortune of

war had thrown me in his power, and that he
made a bad use of the temporary advantage of
his situation, by allowing my men, who, after all,
were poor, ignorant creatures, to be seduced
from their duty, to desert their flag, and commit
high treason, by which their lives were forfeited,
and their families rendered miserable; that

whatever might have been the conduct of his
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government or mine, whatever line pursued by
this or that captain,’ no precedent .éould make
wrong right; and I left it to himself (seeing I
had no other resource) to say, whether he was
doing as he would be done by ?”

« As for that matter,” said the captain, ¢ we
privateer's-men don’t trouble our heads much
about it ; we always take care of Number One;
and if' your men choose to say they are patives
of Boston, and will enter for my ship, I must
take them. Why,” continued he, ¢ there is
your best man, Thompson ; I'd lay a demijohn
of old Jamaica rum that he is a true-blooded
- Yankee, and if he was to speak his mind, would
sooner fight under the stripes than the Union.” -

“D——n the dog that says yon of Jock
‘Thompson,” replied the Caledonian, who stood
by. “I never deserted my colours yet, and I
don’t think I ever shall. There is only one piece
of advice I would wish to give to you and jour ;

officers, captain. I am a civil spoken man, and
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public bodies and wealthy individuals. But
we must finish this discussion another time,”
continued I, “for I perceive the dinner is going
into the cabin.”

I received from the captain of the privateer
every mark of respect and kindness that his
means would allow. Much of this I owed to
Green, and the black man Mungo, both of whom
had represented my conduct in saving the life
of him who had endangered mine and that of
all my party. Green’s gratitude knew no bounds
—he watched me night and day, as a mother
would watch a darling child ; he anticipated any
want or wish I could have, and was never happy
until it was gratified. "The seamen on board the
vessel were all equally kind and attentive to me,
so highly did they appreciate the act of saving
the life of their countryman, and exposing my
.own in quelling a mutiny.

We cruized to the southward of the Cape, and
made one or two captures; but they were of

little consequence. One of them, being a trader
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3 4 Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me up.”

&  We have been much amused with ¢ The Mummy.” Tt con-
| tains pussages of genuine eloquence and trde humour; and if
novelty conduce to success, this romance will be popula..”—

Weekly Review.

8. BELMOUR; a Novel. By the Hon. ANNE
SEYMOUR DAMER. Second Edition. 2 vols. post 8vo.
18s.

9. THE WHITE HOODS.: An Historical Romance.
By AxNA Eriza Bray (late Mrs. CHARLEs SToTHAnD,)
authoress of De Forx. 8 yols. post 8vo. 3ls. 6d.

¢ The White Hoods’ will, we thmk, stand very high in its
class, There is a most mteresnng story, some spmted sketches
cf character, and most faithful picturesof the times.”— Literary
Gazette.

10, CLORINDA sior CONFESSIONS OF AN OLD
MAID 3 vols.. jost Svo 28s. 6d.

bl ISMAEL, or the ADVENTURES of a KUZZIL- L
BASH, A Tale of KHORASAN. 3 vols. post 8vo; 81s. 6d.

< The Ruzzilbash is a fine moral ta’ e, of great power and
extmordmury interest. It is long, indeed, ‘nce a novel of
such merit has fallen into our hands. ”—London W eekly Review,
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