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CHAP. l\

'(\’Nhy was I ever bleft? Why is remembrance ==
Rich with a thoufand pleafing images
~Of paft enjoyments, fince *tis but to plague me?

~——What will it eafc me, '

To think of all the golden minutes paft ;

To think that thou wert kind, and I was happy ;

But like an angel fall'n from blifs, to curfe

My prefent ftace, and moura the heav'n I've loft ?
Rowe. .

—

Wirs lingering ftep and a palpitating
heart, the Condé Rimualdo, having bad
adieu to his parents, was proceeding to
qait the antique manfion of his progeni-
tors. He was traverfing the fpacmus halt
which led to the grand portal, but fud-
denly paufed; his refolution faltered,
and the tender feelings of a fon pre-
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dominating, he retraced his fleps
was foon wuhin the chamber, where fat
Weeping, in" an agony of diitrefs, his
revered and much beloved mother.

‘As he once mére flew to receive the
maternal embrace, his eye involuntarily
fived on-the ftern features of his father,
who, contra&ing his brow, and averting
his face towards the window, exclaimed,
¢ Weak boy, fhake off this folly, ner
< thus difgrace yourfelf.” ]

<< Ah! my honored parent, call not
¢ the forrows of my bofom a folly ; it
< is the firft feparation I have expe-
< rienced from the authors of my exift- |
e ence, and it may perhaps prove
<« eternal.” Tears flowed from his eyes,
and the overcharged bofom of the Mar-
quefa, his fond mother, vented its afi-
guifh in audible fobs.

For the firft time the countenance of
his father relaxed; he approached, and |

flding Rimnaldo in his arms, bad him |
an |
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an affe@ionate adicus affuring him, that
fo long as he continued to fupport with
dignity the honor of his houfe, he thould
ever regard him as a fon worthy his
noble race.
¢ Then,” cried leualdo, throwing
himfelf at his father’s feet, ¢ I fhall
¢ henceforth merit your efteem ;. for
<« never will T act-derogatory to the
< name I bear, nor fully, the hitherto
<< untainted luftre of our family.” Join-
ing the hands of his parents, he preffed
them to his bofom, and uttering a laft
adieu rufhed from the apartment, and
mounting his horfe fet off full fpeed,
followed by his domeftic.

Rimualdo had ever loved his parents
with true filial affeétion, particularly the
PAarquefa ; this feparation therefore filled *
his foul with the.moft afHicting fenfations,
and he purfued his journey along the
banks of the Ebro deeply immetfed in

; thought.

g N
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g RIMUALDO:

The centle rlpllnD‘ of the filver ﬂood
in fome meafure tranquilized the per-
turbation of his mind, and a melan=
choly ferenity -imperceptibly ftole over
his fenfes.
~ Often did he ftop to gaze on the fur-
rounding mountains, whofe azure {um-
mits were buried in the floating clouds,
while the tear of tender recollection be-
dewed his cheek, as he beheld the an-
tique turreted walls of Cattillio del Lara,
the famed refidence. of his renowned
forefathers, gradually receding from his
fight.

Soon he paffed, at Tudc]a, the Ebro’s
flood which feparates the kingdom of
Navarre from that of Old Caftile, when
fixing, for the laft time, his tearful eyes
on the oppofite fhore, he bad his native:
country farewell,

Again he recommenced his journey ;
but the contemplation of nature’s yarie-
gated bofom .no longer aﬂ"orded him
grati-
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gratification; for ne objedt tended to
remind him of former fcenes of hap-
pinefs.

Thus did he journey onwards for fe-
veral hours, nor once thought of re-
frefhment, till awakened from his train
of ideas by Geronimo his domeftic, who
had hitherto with difficulty refifted the
powerful calls of nature. . The ap-
pearance of a houfe of entertainment
at length difarmed him of all refolution,
and he immediately rode up to his
mafler, requefling to know if he did not
ftand in need of refrethment. - The
Condé anfwered in the negative, and
was proceeding ; but Geronimo was not
to be turned {o eafily from his purpofe,
and affured him, that although he might
feel no inclination for food, himfelf
2nd the beafts were not habitvated to
falting ;5 and therefore requefted -that
they might halt for an hour, the better
to enable them to purfue their route.

: - Geronimo
i SEEF
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Gcronimochaviug fatisfied his “appe-
tite, they fhortly after fet forwards. The
warm glow from the fetting orb of day
beautifully tinged with ruddy hue the
diftant mountains, whofe floping fides
were richly carpeted with verdure ; the
fweet notes of the retiring, fongfters, and
the faint breeze that gently fanned the
verdant foliage,  were the only founds
that broke upon the ferenity of evening.

By dufl they arrived at a fmall frag-
gling village, where Rimualdo purpofed
taking up his refidence for the night.

He inquired for the Pofada, and was
dire@ted to a wretched cottage, the land-
lord of which, a homely countryman,
was juft returned from tilling a fmall
portion ‘of land coptiguousf to his dwel-
ling; he welcomed his gueft with a,
franknefs known only to the peafant
race.

Rimnaldo made inquiries as to what

accommodanon he could afford him for
- the
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the night. * The peafant dppeared fur-

. prifed at'the queftion ; and (haking his

head replied, < Ah! Senor, I have no-
< thing [uirable to your rank ; for this
«is, 1 believe, the firlt time thar a

_ ““ gentleman of your appearance ever

<« demeaned bimfelf {o far as to ftop at

. “my humble dwelling ; but, as nighc

«%is coming oh, and you muft travel
« fome ‘miles ere you can arrive ata
< better, I will do everything in my
< power to render your® lodging agree-
¢ able,”

- Rimualdo alighted, and on entering
the habitation found a female, who was

the cottager’s wife, and three fmall chil<

dren artlesly playing around her. He
was conducted intoan adjoining chamber,’
which was feantily furnifhed, but had
for its recommendation extreme clean-
linefs. ‘ '
Having ordered refrefhment; Rim-
naldo determined, whileit was preparing,
% S SRAs N o




8 RIMUALDO ¢

to ftroll through the village, where every

“thing bore the appearance of indigence,
notwithftanding each countenance was
clad in health’s ruddy garb, and dimpled
with the fmile of contentment.

The Condg, a ftranger ‘to the world,
was aftonifhed as he beheld zhis feene,
and mentally exclaimed—¢¢ What avails
*¢ nobility, education, and' riches, whén '
s every Jow-born, untutored and penury-
< firuck peafant is happier than the
* powerful nobleman he ferves! No:
 dreams of greatnefs difturb his faney;;
“¢ he crouches not the knee to any earthly
‘¢ potentate, but to that Omnipotent. who:
« alone provides for his neceffities, and
¢ endows him with a contented ‘mind
« fuited to his humble ftuauon. ;

* The furrounding: country was rxch]y
variegated with tufted woods and ver-
dant pafturage ; an irregular chain of |
hills, thickly clad with the fpreading
holm oak, fkirted a gentle fiream) whofe

mcander«
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meanderings vanithed in' the grcy -mift;
of twilight.

This fcene accorded well Wlth the
temperament of Rimualdo’s mind, who,
after fome time fpent in contemplation;
bent his fteps towards the village.—
As he proceeded penfively along, the
{pire of an adjoining chapel arrefted his
régard. He advanced unconfcioully
towards the fpot, when his attention was
roufed at hearing the following ftanzas
of an old Spanifh ballad (which he had
often heard repeated by the domeftics
of his father), fung in a manly yet plain-
tive voice,

So bleakly blows the northern wind,
Tt chills thy throbbing breaft;

Sweet life, I’ll breathe love’s 7epbyrs kind,
And lull thy foul to reft,

- Thefe.arms (ha]l cradle thee, my dear,
And rock thy cares in fleep ;
Thefe lips (hall prefs the ftarting tear,
And bid ¢ to weeps

3h 84 A e



10 RIMUALDO:

Still the loud*blaft howls thrill and cold,
Prefs nearer, love, I pray,

' Within my cloak thy frame infold,
‘Till night fhall pafs away.

Ah!l why this chilling damp, my wife?
Ah | \why that deep drawn figh?

Death fhall not rob thee of thy life—
Oh God! thou muft not die !

@

O, yes, the’s gone, my lily’s cropt,
Death’s band hath nipt its bloom,

The youth upon her bofom dropt,
Mis’ry hlS endlefs doom.

o hefe words, and the emphanc man-
ner in whic' they were accompanied,
had a peculiar effe® on the foul of
Rimualdo, who ftood for fome moments
transfixed to the fpot.

He at length moved flowly onwards,
and on entering the repofitory of tht
dead, beheld a youth in ruftic habit,
from whom he conje@ured the frain
had proceeded. He was- fo intently

e ~occupied.
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‘occupied as not to be confeious of Rim-
ualdo’s ‘approach, till he ftood before -
him; at that moment the peafant raifed
his eyes, and the Condé beheld a youth-
ful countenance, expreflive of the moft
touching ‘melancholy.; his figure was
highly interefting ; one konee refted on
the turf, which had been lately moved,
and his care feemed wholly directed to
the prefervation of ‘2 bed of lilies, that
juft began to rear their milky heads

above the level of the foil.
¢ Tell me,” faid Rimualdo, addrefi-
ing the youth, ¢ why have you quitted
« the village, where every one is now
¢ returned from the toils of labour to
€< enjoy the fweets of fociety ? ‘why have
<« your fteps inclined to this lone fpor,
< and wherefore is your care fo parti-
¢¢ cularly direéted to thefe pale flowers
‘The youth, bendiag his eyes on the
fod, and with a figh which he vainly
~ endeavoured  to ftifle, repliecd, “My
B.G S oos wife



12 RIMUALDO ¢

“ wife loved me, but now fhe is no
$smoyeil

« And your affe&ion,” returned the
Conde, ¢ feems to equal hers.”

¢« Yes, fhe is dear to me even in
¢ death : in her laft moments, when I
¢ kiffed her languid cheek, I vowed
““that I would never forget her. At
« early dawn I tend thefe Iilies, which
“ my hand has planted; and when my
“ occupations of the day are over, I re-
“ turn with pleafing melancholy to view
*¢ the emblems of her purity.”

The fad tears of recolleGtion flowed
copioufly adown his cheeks, while Rimu-
aldo’s foul was touched by the thrilling
hand of fenfibility ; he regretted having
difturbed the mourner, yet a powerful
influence riveted him to the fpor. .

« And will nothirg footh your for-
“rows?”

« Yes,” exclaimed the youth, with
tranfport, a faint {mile ¢ that inflant

T,

3% i<:o cjpradiating.
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irtadiating his countenance’ ¢ death wilk
< one day free my foul, and waft me to. '
siher?

Rifing, he- for fome time bent his
" eyes upon the tutf, then elevated them
to heaven with a deep-fetched figh.
- It iffued from his foul, and was an offer-
ing more grateful to the Omnipotent
tifan the imperial pageant, and the pomp
of facrifice. His arms. then folded o’er
his breaft, with penfive ftep he quitted
‘this fcene of death, whilt Rimualdo
flowly proceeded at his fide.

They  entered the village, and the
youth foon ftopped at his lowly habita-
tion; as he paffed the threfhold, Rim-
ualdo advanced hefitatingly, and beg-.
ged to know if his prefence would be,
difagreeable. ' The peafant, without
anfwering, courtcoufly motioned hlm to
enter.

¢ It is not an impertinent curiofity,”
faid the Condc, addreﬁing him, ¢ but

-5 2 par-
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<t a particular intereft which I feel in your

¢ fate, that prompts my intrufion. I
¢ fympathize in your forrows ; the emo-

“tions of 'my heart are at this time

¢¢ congenial with you own; but I would,

¢ if poffible, draw ‘you from' this fcene; -
¢ which operates too-powerfully on your |
¢ feelings, Change "of fituation may
‘¢ prove beneficial ; if therefore you will

¢ accept my- fervices, T will -place you

“near my, perfon, and efteem myfelf |
¢ happy in the poﬁcﬂion of one o de-

< ferving.”

‘¢ Ah, Senor!” returned the youth
¢ if any eircumflance could wean me
« from: this fpot, it would be your gene-
“ rous fympathy in the forrows:of a
¢ ftranger. My thankful heart feels
# and owns the obligation which® your
« kind offer has conferred upon me.
« But how can I quit this refidence,
< where' everything affords a'melancholy
89 pleafure, by reminding me of loft

S AT 8 fchcuy b
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e felicity 2 - This, Senor, ‘was the feat
“ my Maria ufvally occupied; by yon
<< lattice fhe was wont to fit and anxi-
< oufly watch my. return at eve; and
¢.that was the bed whereon refted her
¢:pallid frame, when her departing foul
¢t bade me an eternal adieu,” -

Rimualdo’s pitying foul was fenfibly
tduched by the peafant’s words, for he
fpoke the language of the heart, and
roufed every tender emorion in his bos
fom ; his recital was accompanied with
" manners’ fo inexprefiibly fofc. as won
completely on the noble Conde,

The fociety of the youth feemed now
abfotutely effential to his: happinefs 5 he
therefore ufed ‘every kind intreaty, but
without effect, till quoting the language
of religion, which fo firongly forbids our
yielding  to  unavailing - forrow,. the
peafant became touched by his Aargu-
ments, and conceiving that-his compli-

v ance

"
- N
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ance was a duty impofed by Heaven,
promifed, at length, that he would in a
few days join Rimualdo, at whatfoever
place he was deftined. {

The Condé then informed the youth,
that his journey would terminate at
Toledo; but ere he gained that city he
muft vific Segovia and Madrid.

¢« And do you make Segovia the fifft
“ place of halt 2” inquired the youth
with vifible emotion.

Rimualdo anfwered in the affirmative.

The peafant regarding the Condé
ftedfaftly for fome moments, promifed
10 join him ere he arrived at that city.

Rimualdo having furnifhed him with
money o procure every neceffary for
his j journey, felt the moft unaccountable
joy in the youth’s acquiefcence with hxs ]
propofal ; he prefied him to his bofom,
and bidding him adieu, returned with
hafty fteps to the Pofada.

" Wholly
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Wholly occupied by the ‘late occur-
rence, he ate bur fparingly of the homely
repaft: at its conclufion he fummoned
the landlord, of whom he made inqui-
ries concerning the youth. :

¢ It is fome twelve months, Senor,
« fince he took up his refidence in this
« yillage; he was then a total ftranger
¢« fiere, and though he hired himfelf
< with the reft of the villagers to cul-
« tivate our lord’s lands, yet he always
< betrayed an enlightened underftanding,
¢« and. {eemed to pofiels an education
s fuperior to his fituation in life : he has
‘ remained filent concerning his parents
“or the place of his birth, though
i repeatedly qurﬁioned on that fub-
“ jett by his companions of the vil-
¢ lage. ;
‘e .His noble quahﬁcatxons foon ren-
« dered him the admiration of all; \one .
« fcmale in particular beftowed  her
, « affec



18 RIMUALDO

¢ affedtions on him: their paffion was
¢ reciprocal, and they were foon con-
< nected by rhe rtendereft tie; happi-
« nefs crowned their union, and they

o

¢ Jived but for each other,—Short, how-

< ever, was the period of their felicity ;
« for fhe expired fome few weeks
« fince. ' His wonted gaicty immedi-
<< ately fled ; he now abandons all [dei-
« ety ; nor do the frequent entreaties
<« of the peafants tend to ameliorate his
¢ fettled melancholy, which, it is much
« feared, may fix upon his brain.”

<< And the name of the youth ?”

< By his companions, Senor, he hath
< ever been called Cefario 5 but whether
«or not it be an affumed appellation
« remains with us a matter of doube.”

Rimualdo, having kindly thanked kis

hoft, retired to reft, retracing in his

mind every circumftance ‘that had oc~

curred during the evening, and forming.

innume-
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CHAP. 1T

Pride, of all others the moft dang’rous fault,
Proceeds from want of fenfe, or want of thought.
Roscommorns

For dreams and vifiens are not always vain ;
But often prophecies: they oft forebode 5
And Homer plainly fays Khey come flom God. ;
DRYDENZ

Rimvarpo,. aficr 2 mght in which he.
had en_]oyed but-little’ repofe, owing to
the variety o as that crowded on his
—.fancy, quitted: B8 chamber ]u[’( as the

early rays threw a golden. tinge upon the
eaftern hills, and fprcad a faint radiance
ower the glorious bofom of all attractive
nature.

The Cond? having partaken of the
morning repaft, ordered Geronimo to
faddle the horfes, when they fhortly after
fet forward on their journey. ’

14

The
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‘The Cond¢ Don Rimualdo was only
fon of the Marques Fernandez de Lara,
a Spanifh nobleman, that boafted his
defcent from the moft remote periods of
antiquity. . The Marques had for many
years ferved the King and State in
a minifterial capacity ; nor was he lefs
famed for his military achievements:
in him was at once combined every
requifite for an able minifter and intre-
pid foldier. At an advanced age he
retired honorably from the buftle of a
~court to the kingdom of Navarre , where
was ficuated (he Marquefado and Ca
tillio of the noble family of Lara,

Being well acquainted with the fule
ceptibility of youthful minds, and per-
fe@tly aware of the dangerous confe-
quences attendant on a too early intro-
duction into life, the Marques had
cautioufly fecluded his fon -from the

_world having procured for him the
moft experienced tutors in eyery branch
11 5 of

o
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of  literature, and being himf felf, for the
laft four yearsof his l]fe, the fole fuper-
intendant of “his . ftudies. With fuch
incitements, joined to a difpofition capas
ble of receiving every virtuous impref-
fion, it is but natural to fuppofe, that
the Conde, ere ‘the’attainment of his
twentieth year, had arrived to a great
degree of perfection in every mental
accomplithment, He was indeed the
foul of honor and a pattern of every
virtuous qualification : added rto this,
Nature had*endowed him with an ele-
gant perfon and a noble countenance,
where every traic delineated the excel-

lent endowments of his mind,
Rimualdo had juft attained the age
of twenty, when a meflenger arrived.
from Toledo, bearing a packet to “the.
Marques his father from the Spanifh
Monarch, who, as a -mark of particular
condefcenfion, had penned the letter
with his own hand. It contaired the
: moft

v
N




A ROMANCE. 23

moft fincere affurances of regard, and
-concluded with requefting that his fon
might repair to cour, and receive thofe
proofs of atrachment which were due ‘for.
the eminent fervices which the Marques
de Lara had fo repeatedly rendered his
country. 3

The pride’ of the Marques was
higitly gratified by this. proof of his
Sovereign’s regard, and the meflenger
was foon difpatched with fuitable returns,
and a promife that the Condé Rimualdo
fhould, in the courfe of a few weeks,
obey she [ummons; during which pe-
riod every neceflary preparation was
made for his departure. It was thought
expedient that he fhould travel privately
to Segovia, whither his baggage was
fonarded, and there affume his equi-
page and dignity. ; AR

The Marques had frequent private
conferences  with his fon: honor being
ever the predominant theme on which
< Ve ST he

’
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he converfed. ¢ Let that glorious fen-
« timent be the primal fource of all
<¢ your actions,” was his conftant in-
junétion. ¢ Serve with rigid fidelity
« your God, your King, and couns
< try. Remember, that the Monarch
< whom you are about to ferve is juff,
¢ and will not withhold his friendfhip
¢ if your conduét prove meritorious,
¢« He will receive you with unfeigned
<« marks of efteem, as you are the lineal
- ¢ heir of the houfe of Lara, and the fon of
¢ one who has fo unremittingly toiled
< in the fervice of his country.—Culti-
« vate with avidity the friendfhip of
¢ noblemen, whofe chara@ers. are
«¢ ftamped with the feal of integrity;
¢ their converfation will enliven and
s¢ 1nftruc you, during thofe hours when
st you are allowed a relaxation from
4 the daties of that employment with
ss which the King fhall be gracioufly
<¢ pleafed to honor you. But, abave all,

¢ beware,



A ROMANCE, 2§

¢ beware, Rimualdo, how you form
« connexions unworthy yourfelf and
« family ; for much as I love you, being
< my only child, that is an offence I

- ¢ fhould never be prevailed upon to par-
-¢don. No; by myGod I fwear, rather
¢ would I behold you levelled with the
¢ duft than difhonorably allied.”

The Marques poffeffed many virtues,
but they were totally veiled beneath a
haughty exterior ; his innate pride had
gradually increaled with his years, and
gained, at length, fuch an afcend-
ancy over his mind, that he appeared,
to thole who were not well acquainted
with his character, as pofieffing a mo=
rofe difpofition. The Marques had,
indeed, his faults, but they were fuch zs
are ufually attendant on human nature, -
Yet, his exceffive pride had always kept |

i him from the commiffion of an a& dero-
‘gatory to a man of the {triGeft honor,
At the age of thirty, he allied himflf to
f < VOL.'T, c the

.
™
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the Marquefa, who was only daughter
of a diftinguifhed nobileman of the king-.
dom of Leon; at whofe father’s deceafe
the eftates of the Lara family were much
aggrandized by thofe of her houfe.
" But the difpofition of the Marquefa
differed widely from that of her huf-
band, whofe inflexible pride fhe repre-
hended without -being able to foften,
She poffefled ‘all the tender fenfations
of a mother ; fhe doated with enthufi-
aftic fondnefs on Rimualdo, and from
the moment that his departure from the
Caftillio was fixed, fhe had uncealingly
wept their appoaching feparation. Such
“were the oppofite difpofitions of the
Cond¢’s parents. ‘ 5
Rimualdo honored and efteemed his
father with the moft pious affection, but
he tenderly loved his fond mother.f
The aufterity of the Marques had min-
gled with his love 2 degree of reveren-

tial awe; but the endearing careffes of
: it the
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the Marquefa had touched' his fufcep-
" tible foul with fomething more than

filial tendernefs. j
The Condé continued his journey,
flill occupied by the remembrance of
the melancholy youth Cefario: his
route was variegated with objeéts the
moft fublime and beautiful. Sometimes
he®wound up a fteepy mountain, beau-
tifully veined with gentle ftreams that
glittered in the morning fun : now he
gains the fummit, when his eye roves
on a wide expanfe of verdure; at every
acclivity a freth fcene prefents itfelf.
' Sometimes a rocky precipice fhews its
frowning front, adown whofe craggy
fides the foaming ftream loud bellowing
mocks the thunder’s rattle, and whofe
fpangled froth for whitenefs vies with
- Alpine fnow. Now fome diftant con-
_vent rears its_fretted fpire, or the em-
battled turrets of an old Caftillio lace
- c2 the
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the cloud kiffing fummit of a craggy
fteep; while the gaudy fun’s radiating
beams diffufe around their genial in-
fluence.

T he fecond morning from Rimualdo’s
quitting the village was particularly
beautiful ; but as the hours advanced
the heat became intenfe, and ere
the fiery orb attained its mid-day courfe,
it proved one of thofe fulery days which
fo frequently occur in Spain, The
Conde made a halt at the neareft pofada,
determined to remain there till the cool
breeze of evening and the retiring fun
fhould cnable him to proceed without
moleftation. '

Rimualdo had fearcely alighted and
entered an apartment that overlooked
the road, when the appearance of a
horfeman, making towards the pofada at
full gallop arrefted his attention. He
foon arrived at the door of the inn; the

8. HE rider
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rider was covered with duft, and the
jaded horfe ftood panting as if at his
laft gafp. |

Of what extraordinary import muft
be this man’s bufinefs, thougﬁt Rimu-
aldo, that he thould journey with fuch
velocity when the intenfe heat of the
meridional fun is fcarcely to be endured.

The traveller quickly alighted, and
by his geftures feemed to make fome
particular inquiries of the fervant to
whom he had delivered his horfe, dur-
ing which time his back was turned
towards the houfe, but when the hoftler
pointed to the window of the chamber
where Rimualdo ftood, the ftranger
trned; but, on perceiving the Condg,
immediately withdrew his regard, and
motioning the fervant to lead his horfe
into the ftable, entered the pofada with
a quick ftep.

The flight glance which Rimualdo
caft upon the traveller’s features, made

1}

ci3 . the
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the moft ftriking impreffion on his mind.
He was rather tall of ftature, and ftour
limbed, a dreadful air of ferocity marked
his countenance, which was partly
thaded by a fombrero; his complexion
was fwarthy, his hair and eye brows of a
vaven black; and his ample whifkers
totally-obfcured the upper lip.. From his
thoulders hung a cloak; which, fromsits
appearance, had weathered many a ftorm,
as did the reft of his habiliments:
his tanmed boots hung loofe upon hig
legs, and a (tout rapier was fufpended
at his fide by a broad girdle encircling
hisswanfks <000 ;i

The Condé endeavoured, but could
not obliterate the recolle@ion of the
traveller ; he brought to mind the at-
tra@ive perfon of the youth Cefario;
he ftrove to think of his loved parents,
buc all his effores were fruitlefs, the form
of the ftranger ftill haunted his imagin-
ation, and filled his mind with unpleafing

fenfations, *
9 The
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The mafter of the pofada fhortly
after entered with refrefiment, when the
Condé inquired for Geronimo; who,
the landlord informed him, was then
tending the horfes in the ftable : he dif~
miffed the hoft, defiring that he would
fend up his domeftic, who fhortly after
entered the apartment.

_ % I truft, Geronimo, that you have
¢ feen the horfes well attended 2

« Truly, Senor, I have, though not
¢ “without difficulty I aflure you.”
¢¢ Indeed! Geronimo, and how fo ?”

<« Why, Senor, you muft know that
¢ black looking Caviliero with his rufty
¢ cloak, gave the hoftler more trouble
¢ gbout his beaft than the poor animal
¢¢ is-worth, and after all was not content
<o till he had made him anfwer a thou-
¢ fand inquifitive interrogatories; but
¢ to whom, Senor, do you imagine his
¢« queftions related 2

Gt iyt ATy,
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¢ Nay, Geronimo,” faid the Condg,
% how can I form the moft diftant con-
¢ je&ure?”
f<« By Saint Dominick, Senor, from
¢« whatlI overheard, (for you muft know,
<< though 1 was bufied in the ftable, cu-
« riofity prompted me to pay attention
¢ to their difcourfe) their conference re-
¢ Jated wholly to yourfelf.” *

« How fay you?” interrupted Rl-
mualdo.

¢ Nay, on my confcience, Senor, it
< js moft true,” replied Geronimo with
gravity, at the fame time placing his
hand upon his breaft: °¢ befides, he no
« fooner underftood that I was your
<« {ervant, but hé made towards me, and
¢ tended his hand with the greateft cor-
« diality; then talked of the intenfe heat
t of the weather, of the drynefs of thé
“ roads, praifed Segovia for a beautiful
¢ city, and then a{ked if that was not
¢ our deftined rout,”

-

~
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« And you doubtlefs fatisfied his im-
« pertinent curiofity?” faid the Condg,
peevifhly.

<« Indeed, Senor, I was no fuch fool ;

« T liked not his appearance fo well as
to defire further converfe with him; [
< therefore drily replied, that I was your
¢« domeftic, and not your confidant.”

% And how did he relifh this retort ?*>
«« Why, Senor, he bit his lip, and
locked as if he could devour me; how--
ever he foon refumed his former air,
and after feveral trivial queftions, told
me that he had heard this pofada was
much famed for the excellence of its
wines ; and then concluded by inviting
me to partake of aflagon at hisexpence.
I muft confefs that I at firft relifhed the
propofal, and fhould have complied 5
bur that inftant fixing my regard on his
countenance, my former antipathy re-
vived, and 1 told him with all the ci-
vility I could affume, that I ftood in
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¢ need of nothing, neither did T dare in-
¢¢ fringe your orders, which were, that I
¢ muft never drink butat yourexpence.”

¢« Well, Geronimo,” faid the Conde
fmiling, ¢« I am much pleafed with
¢ your caution, and fhall not let it pals
¢ unremembered ; though the rubicund
complexion of that countenance be-
lied your affertion.”
< Why tobe fure, Senor, the falfchood
~was rather too palpable ; for this black
whifkered Hidalgo, on receiving my
excufe, frowned moft horribly, at the
fame time placing his hand on the gilt
pommel of his long handled whip,
which was tucked within his leathern
girdle, I began to thirk rhat I fhould
be compelled to a& on the defenfive ;
howeyer he thought better of the ntat-
ter; for fuddenly catching the hem of
hiscloak hecaft it over theleft thoulder,
¢ and muttering retired into the houfe.”

« Well,
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«.Well, Geronimo, lovk that you
<¢ have no further conference with him;
s po reftefh yourfelf, and remember that
¢ the horfes be ready for our departure
¢ by five this evening.”

¢ Senor, I fhall punétually obey your
¢ command.” Geronimo bowing, left
the apartment.

»The Condé fele much fatigued, and
the heat was exceffive ; he drew a fmall
fettee towards the window, that he might
receive refrefhment from every paffing
breeze, and opening the door -of the
chamber threw himfelf upon the feat; a
drowfinefs gradually overpowered his .
fenfes, and he was at length buried in 2
profound fleep; yet he enjoyed but little
reft, his mind was difturbed by a vifion
tha: appalled him.

> Rimualdo ftill fancied himfelf within
the hall of his father’s manfion;’ he
feemed proceeding with penfive flep to-
wards the horfes that awaited his coming

c6 in
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in the great eourt yard of the Caftillio,
when fuddenly the found of approaching
footfteps ftruck his ear, he turned, when

* his imagination painted the form of the
Marquefa his mother ; he flew towards
her; fhe received him in her arms; and
by her eager carefles feemed to delay his
departure: atlength forcing himfelf from
her he flew to the portal, mounted kis
fteed, and cafting alonging look behind,
foon found himfelf at a confiderable
diftance from the Caftillio. In hisdream
he feemed to experience all thofe poig-
nant feelings which had in reality fo
much overpowered him.

Suddenly the/ figure of Cefario pre-
fented itfelf, and he again fhed tears as
in imagination he heard that youth’s
pathetic tale. They parted, when Ri-
mualdo thought himfelf in the very
chamber in which he then repofed.

Suddenly he heard a voice familiar to
his ear, repeat the word Bewars, with
: ¢ pecus-

€
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peculiar emphafis ; he turned. his head,
when apparently the figure of the tra-
veller ftood befide him s an air of ftern
ferocity-marked his features, which were
alone vifible, the reft of his perfon being
enveloped in his long cloak ; again the
Conde heard the voice, it cried, ¢ Awake,
““my Rimualdo, awake, my for ;> and ar
that inftant he again beheld the perfon of
his mother; nowfhe feized, and {eemingly
grafped his arm with violence ; a con-
fufed noife at that moment ftruck his
attention, and his eye caught the well
remembered figure of Cefario, ftrug-
gling with the ftranger, who ftood over
him grafping a naked poniard.

The impreflion from the dream was
fo forcible that Rimualdo awoke from
his fleep; he ftarted, for at the door of
tht apartment he beheld in reality the
perfon of the traveller, who feemed to
be haftily replacing fomething within
his girdle.

The
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The Condé quitted the fettee, and ad-
-vanced to the door with a.firm ftep; the
ftranger appeared confufed, but quickly
recovering himfelf; his features affumed
a fycophantic {mile, and bowing his
head he excufed the intrufion, alledging
that he had miftaken the chamber, and
then flowly defcended the ftair cafe.

Rimualdo clofed to the door in the
moft perturbed ftate of mind ; for the
traveller’s embarrafiment had not pafied
_unnoticed ; the circumitance of his be-
ing in the apartment at that critical
jun&ure; the coincidence of the reality
with that part of his dream relating to
the ftranger; the voice he had {o provi-
dentially fancied; every circumftance
tended to ftrengthen him in the belief,
that he fhould have fallen a facrifice
but for the myfterious warnings of his
vifion. ;

The Conae ftood petrified with horror
as he alternately broughe thefe extraor-

; . dinary
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dinary ‘circumftances to his remem.
brance ; and then haftily traverfed the
chamber feveral times, immerfed in dee
thought ; he determined at length on
fummoning the landlord, when the found
of voices proceeding from the road at-
traéted his attention : he haftened to the .
window and at that inftant beheld the
traveller who had caufed him o much
unealinefs, vaule his horfe and depart at
full fpeed.

Rimualdo felt inwardly rejoiced that
he had not taken the diret road to Se-
govia. :
~ As he retired from the window he
heard a gentle tap art the doer, accom-
panied by Geronimo’s voice, begging
to be admitted : the Condé bad him
enter. : i

« Thanks to Saint Dominick, Senor,
¢ that I availed myfelf of your counfel ! -
‘¢ and praifed be heaven that he is gone
“atlaft!”

| Rimualdo
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Rimualdo did not think proper to ine
terrupt him, and Geronimo continued :
¢ T mean, Senor, that fame Don of
« whom I Jate made mention. Oh! T’ll
<« be {worn he is a murderous cut-
“«¢ throat; it is indeed well that I kept
« my diftance. . Would you believe
« it, Senor, as he but now prepared to
« mount, I faw three piftols beneath
« his veft, and in drawing the whip
« from his belr, the lafh being by fome
«¢ means intangled, he was compelled
< to draw it forth with violence ; when,
« to my great furprife, I perceived that.
¢ the handle fecreted a fharp ftiletto =
« he quickly replaced the weapon, and
« cautioufly turned to fee if any one
« had remarked the circumftance; but
¢ 1 luckily averted my face, and thus
« he imagined that his unguarded dif*
_« covery had pafied unnoticed.”
The Condé fhortly after difmiffed
Geronimo, reminding him of the ap-
y «- , pointed

~
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pointed hour for their departare; and alfo
defiring that he would fend the landlord
to his apartment.

The mafter of the pofada foon after
made his appearance.

¢« Have you any know]edge of that
« traveller who but now departed ?” faid
Rimualdo, addrefling his hoft.

¢¢ No; an pleafe your Senor, he has
« oftentimes made my houfe a place of
¢ halt for an hour or fo; but I never
¢« yet gained a knowledge of his name
¢ or the bufinefs which leads him to fre=
¢ quent this road.”

¢« Was he not entertained in f'ome
¢ apartment contiguous to this?” in-
quired Rimualdo.

« Indeed, Senor, his appearance
« commands not fo much refpet that
« e fhould condu@ him above ftairs 5
¢« we are too much accuftomed to
¢ ftrange faces, not to underftand the
“ apartments befitting them; befides,

£ the
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”

¢ the traveller of whom you fpeak
¢ has never yet intimated the wifh of
« having a chamber to himlelf; he
« is always well contented with the
< kitchen.”

Rimualdo after a few trivial queftions,
difmiffed the landlord, fully fatisfied in
his own mind, that the ftranger muft
be an affaflin who lived by plunder;
nor did he hefitate in fuppofing thai the
villain’s intention was to have murdered
him, inorder to obtain that booty which
his appearance might lead him to con-
jecture he poffefled.

The Condé mentally offered a prayer
to heaven for his prefervation, well af=
fured that fome fupernatural power had
inftigated the vifion, whofe effe@s had fo.
providentially operated in awakening him
frora a fleep which mighe  elfe have
proved eternal.

The hear now became lefs oppreflive,
and the breezes, no longer rendered
> 4 fultry
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fultry by the fun’s ardent rays, coolly
fanned the drooping trees; the bofom
of the earth bore no appearance of ver-
dure; the foil was pirched, wearing
a brown appearance, and the roads were
deeply covered with duft.

Geronimo having faddled the horfes
at the appointed time, the Condé
again fec forwards on his journey; he
proceeded at an cafy pace, till the fun
no longer crowned the weftern moun-
tains. i

Rimualdo * having feveral miles to
travel ere he arrived at the place where
he intended to repofe that night, urged
his horfe forward.

The furrounding country was moun=-
tainous, ‘and lofty forells met the eye
on every fide. The Condé now de-
fcended a barren fteep, at the bpttom of
which the road wound into a gloomy
wood. He foon found himfelf enveloped
in its fombrc Ihades, he continued to

v ’ procecd
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CHAP. III

0, that deceit fhould fteal fuch gentle fhape,
And with a virtuous vizard hide deep vice !

2 SHAKSPEAR.

He ftood amaz'd,
Aftenifhed and blank, while horror chill
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax’d.
MizTow.

Oh, he’s the cooleft murderer! fo ffaunch
He kills ; and keeps his temper. Drypxx,

Rimuarpo had advanced fome miles
into the foreft, when his ear caught the
_founds of a voice breathing the accents
of «diftrefs ; he fpurred his horfe, and
after proceeding fome few paces, beheld
a female reclining on a bank, in ruftic
habit ; and at the fame inftant the figure

5 of
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of a man darted amidft the trees, and
inftantly difappeared.

Rimualdo having checked the fleet-
nefs of his horfe, approached the mourner,
who, on perceiving him, rofe from the
bank, and wildly advancing with a fal.
tering ftep fell on her knees, exclaiming,
¢s Heaven reward you, kind ftranger!
« may every blefling attend my “un-
«¢ looked-for deliverer !

The Condé was ftruck with her man-
ner; he alighted, and, giving his horfe
to Geronimo, advanced towards the
bank, and raifed the female from her
proftrate fituation ; whofe appearance
was well calculated to work on Rimu-
aldo’s fufceptible feelings.

The fimple ornaments of her head
were {cattered on the turf, her long hair |
hung loofely o’er her fhoulders and veiled
in part her heaving bofom, whence
the covering had been torn; her eyes,

dim with tears, were fometimes raifed
y £o
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to heaven, at others bent with a feem-
ing expreflion of gratitude on the afto-
nifhed Rimualdo.
¢ Whence proceed thefe tears 2” ip.
quired the Cond& : < why are your ha-
“ biliments thus’ difcompofed? what
¢ has caufed your diftrefs 2"’ :
After a paufe of fome moments, dur=
ing which the female appeared endea-
vouring to ftifle the ftrong emotions of
her bofom, fhe thus in broken accents
addrefled him :
¢ Alas, Senor, I am an”inhabitant of
< this foreft ; an only brother wiih dif-
“ ficulty procures our daily fuftenance,
¢ and the conftant_labour of ‘my hands
“ furnifhes us a fimple Covering.—
«’Tis now two days fince I left our
¢ lonely habitation, during which term
«T have traverfed full fixty tedious
“ miles. Having difpofed of my mer-
#¢ chandize at Albarazin, I was returning
“home with a cheerful heart, when a
4 4 &° robber
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<¢ robber but now attacked and rifled
¢¢ me of all my hard-earned gains ; nor'
e« was he fatisfied with his booty, but
«¢ proceeded to a further attempt on' my
« perfon, and but for your timely ap-
¢ pearance, I thould have doubtlefs
< fallen a facrifice to his detefted pur-
u Pore

<« And was that the villain who Hed
<« but now at my. approach 2’ haftily
inquired Rimualdo.

« Yes, noble Senor; that was the
<t bafe rufﬁan who fought my deftruc-
€ tion.’

« Oh! that I had known as much,”
exclaimed Geronimo indignantly, < the
< yile wretch fhould have felt the effeéts
< of my prowefs.”

«s Hafte then,” cried Rimualdo, ¢ for
¢ even now tis not perhaps too late.

Wiithout further bidding, heedlefs of
the hour and the intricacies of the
foreft, Gexommo relmqun[hed the bridle

LR v of
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of his mafter’s horfe, and fetting fpurs to
his own, followed, at full gallop, the
track which the villain had raken,

¢ How far is it to the place of your
“ refidence” faid the Condé, addreffing
the female.

« Scarcely a mile hence, Senor,
« ftands our humble cottage ; yer the

e fasigue’l have endured will not fuffer
¢t me to reach it alone ere to-morrow,

. “ The fright I have experienced,  and
«the exertions I made to prevent
¢ the execution of the ruffian’s bafe
« attempt, have totally bereft me of all
“ firength.”

Night was drawing on apace; the lofty
trees became violently agitated by the
howling blaft ; Rimualdo liftened, when
the rumbling found of diftant thunder
ftruek his ear, and foon the rain began
to fall moft plentecoufly: he now
tegretted having. difpatched his fer-
van, as he would have otherwife fup-
ported the.female to her home, and

voL, 1, SETpae. enueated
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intreated the fhelter of her. cottage till
morning ; in the prefent inftance, he
was well aware, that fhould he quit the
fpot, Geronimo would not be able to
form any conjecture as to ‘the route he
had taken. !

The Conde continued debating thus
within himfelf for feveral minutes, when
fuddenly the fhrill blaft from a horn
aroufed him ; he liftened, but it was not
repeated.

¢ Know you the caufle of that found ?”
faid Rimualdo, addreffing the female
who refted on his arm.

She replied, with fome trepidation, -
« >Tis, I believe, the fhepherd’s call, as -
“ they proceed homeward with their
¢ flocks. The night is moft boifterous,
“«Senor,” continued fhe, prefling clofer
towards the Condé ; * would cthat Jour
¢ domeftic were returned! for though
§¢ our roof is humble, it might afford a
€< fhelter from thc inclemency of the
] weather : -

{\ thoufand
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- A thoufand unaccountable fenfations
euthed on Rimualdo’s mind; he felt 2
ftrange depreffion at his [pirits, and
'continued filent. {

<«¢ Yet, Senar,” continued the female,
refuming the difcourfe, ¢ my brother is
< long ere this returned from labour ; if
¢ you will deign to fhelter yourfelf in
¢ gur cottage, I can, on our arrival
¢ there, diret him to this fpot, where
¢ he will gladly await the rerurn of your
<t attendant, and then conduét him to

¢¢ our cottage.”
 The rain continued to pour down in
torrents. - The pealing * thunder - no
longer echoed from afar, but broke in
awful grandeur o’cr the foreft; whofe,
gloom was monentally i-radiated by the
lightning’s vivid gleam} - s

Rimualdo fecing ne profpect of Ge- |
ronimo’s return, and concluding that
he muft have fought fome fhelter, 4t
length acceptcd the propofal of his fe-

Qe male
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male compénion.—Having placed her
before him on the faddle, he begged
that fhe would dire& the way. She
without hefitation feized the bridle, and
after guiding the animal from the dire&t
road, ftruck into a narrow patch-way;
when, urging Rimualde’s fteed, he
bounded forwald with the utmoft ra-
pidity. e
The Condé was aftonifhed that fhe
could, in her feeming weak flate, fo
well manage his fiery courfer. They
continued this pace a confiderable time,
through winding paths fcarce broad
enough to admit their paffage. Rimu-
aldo could not help remarking, that
they muft have traverfed confiderably
more than a mile of ground.
¢ The drearinefs of the night deceives
« you, Senor; ’tis your uncomfortable
s ficuation which leads you to magmfy
« the lengch of the way.” '
Rimualdo was but ill fatisfied with
this anfwer, though he willingly allowed
. the
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the aptnes of the remark. Shortly
after, he beheld at no great diftance, a
faint light beaming through a fmall
cafement; and the female prefenty
curbed the horfe, and ftopt before the
entrance of the cottage.

< Bleflings attend you, Senor,” cried
fhe ; ¢ your kindnefs has enabled me
 to gain our dwelling in fafety : how
¢ my poor brother will rejoice at fee~
“ing me, and blefs your interpofition
¢ in my favour !”

Rimualdo difmounted, and then raifed
the female from the faddle. She ad-
vanced to the door of the cottage, and
knocked loudly for admictance : it was
foon opened by a robuft youth, rather
above the middle ftature; his com-
plexion was fallow, his hair long and
dark. He appeared furprized at be-
hoMing "her in fuch a condition ; then,
quickly turning his eyes on the Condé,
examined him with a fcrutinizing regard.

' Bps el « Oh,

5
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« Oh, my brother!?” fuid the female,
advancing towards him, ¢ in this noble
¢ franger you fee- my generous deli-
< verer ;- never more fhould I perhaps |
¢ have beheld you, Lorano, but for this
t« Senor’s kindly aid.”” She then entered
the coitagc, fill refting on Rimualdo’s
arm; - whilt her brother, making a
thoufand awkward bows, led the Way
nto the chamber,

By his filter’s defire, Torano reured
to place the Conde’s horfe under an
adjoining fhed. He quickly returned;
when fhe briefly related, with ‘every
mark of diftrefs, the 166 fhe had fuf-
tained 5 and the (il greater infult which
liad been offered her perfon: fhe con-
cluded by lavithing a thoufand bleffings -
on Rimualdo’s head, whom the ftiled
her heaven-fent deliverer. /

" Lorano, during the recital, continled
flanding, his arms were croflfed upon
his bofom, and his dark eyes remained

: fixed
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fixed upon the earth: as fhé concluded,
he thook his licad, and flowly traverf~
ing the chambcr, exelaimed,

¢« Well, Felipe, we muft hope forbetter
«luck, when you next journey to Alba-
<¢ razin,—Senor,” continued he, turnmg
towards the Condé, «I am greatly your
¢“debtor; would my means, on this
< gccafion, kept pace with my defires,
¢ I fhould then, perhaps——well, well,
¢¢.no matter, Fortune does not equally
¢ diftribute her bleffifigs; and I, alas!
< am not one of her favoured minions:
# —however, Senor, fuch as I have you
¢ may freely command.”

¢ [ fincerely thank you for your good
< intentions, L.orano; nor fhall your
¢ hofpitality go unrewarded.” Rimualdo
thep turning to his fifter continued,
¢ Nor fhall you be a lofer, Felipe ; for
¢ I will double the fum of money which
¢ the mercilefs wretch fo cruelly bereft
s¢ thee of.” e .

b This
L35S A
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This péculiar mark of the Conde’s
liberality was received with every de-
monftration of gratitude.

Lorano then quitted the cottage, and -
at his return informed Rimualdo that
he had given provender to his horfe;
Felipe alfo retired for a' few minutes,
and re-entered the chamber, having
compofed the diforder of her apparel.
She now acquainted Lorano with the
neceflity there was for his immediate
return to the fpot where Geronimo
would expect to find his mafter : Lorano
with the moft viilling alacrity prcparcd
to quit the cottage.

The Condé expreﬁ"ed his regret, that
he fthould be the caufe of forcing him
from his habitation in fuch a pitilefs
night,

‘« Torano affured him, in return,
< that he could never repay the obli-
« oation, which the noble Hidalgo had
£ heaped upon him, by fo fignally ferv-

(%3 lno
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s¢ ing his dear Felipe: befides, Senor,”
continued he, ¢ hardfhip is the poor
<« man’s lot; and, Heaven knows, toil
¢ hath ever been my portion.”” L.orano-
“then opening an old drawer, took from:
.thence a broad bladed rapier, which he
tucked within his girdle; he flung a
fmall horn over his fhoulder, and cover=
' ing his hiead with a brown leathern cap,
edged wich fur, immediately fallied forth
into the foreft. :

~<« How much the exterior appearance
« may deceive,” faid Rimualdo, men~
tally; ¢ had I mer this Lorano in the
« foreft, his perfon would have infpired
<« miftruft,”” The Condé continued
mufing for fome minutes. Felipe at
length approached him. ¢« Come,
s¢ Senor, 1 have fpread the table with
s« 31l our lowly cottage affords; I hope
¢ you will not refufe our humble fare;
¢¢ for though we boaft no delicacics, our
¢ food is wholefome.”

ﬁ e Rimu-
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Rimualdog awakened from the penfive
mood in which he was entfanced) fixed
his regard upon her. Felipe had negli-
geatly platted her long brown han‘, a
few natural ringlets ftill veiled her fore-
‘head. Her complexion was of the
brunette; her features moft attradtive
and bewitching; languor beamed from
her dark eyes ; part of the covering of
her neck, as if by chance, remained
loofe, {o as to difcover her round and
fwelling bofom. Her ftature, though
low, was well proportioned; and her
appearance was every way calculated to
enchain the youthful Rimualdo’s regard.

For fome time he kept his eyes, e
ed on her features; he felc the quick
circulation of his blood ; uncenfcioufly
a warm gfow fuffufed his features, and
he averted. his regard from an objc& fo
dangerous,

« And will not my entreaties then
“ avail, Senor ? can nothing urge you

(1% to

-
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s¢ to partake of our proffered refrefh-
¢ ment 2’

Rimualdo again turned towa.ds Fex
-lipe, in whofe countenance he obferved
an appearance of deJeéhon SseXoes i
faid the Condé in hafte; < I will par-
¢ take of the repaft fince you have pre=

< pared it for me.”

Chefe words feemed to produce an
inftantaneous effet upon her fearures:
the {miled, and with the greateft ala-
crity rofe and moved the table towards
Rimualde. During the fupper, Felipe
twice filled his goblet; the beverage
was excellent; and ‘tended to exhilarate
his fpirits.

The repaft being ended, fhe foon:
cleared the table, and replenithing the
_}ug with liquor, took her feat befide the
Conde. -

¢ Lorano cannot furely miftake the
St fpot where my domeftic quitted us;
« or think you, Fcl:pe, that your bro-

2 4p6 ¢ ther

9
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¢¢ ther could trace him was he even to
¢ bewilder himfclf in the mazes of the
<< foreft 27
¢ Be not alarmed on that head, I be-
¢ feech “you, Senor: fhould Lerano
¢ return without any tidings of your
s¢ domeftic, he will not fail to difcover
¢ him ere you recommence your jour-
¢ ney in the morning.” - :
This affurance greatly tranquilized
Rimualdoe’s mind on Geronimo’s account,
Raifing the cup from the board, he pre-
fented it to Felipe, ¢ Come,” faid he, °
gaily, < you are my gentle hoftefs, and
< muft pledge me;” fhe fighed, and
cafting a peculiar glance on the Condg,
fwallowed part of its contents : he again
received the cup from her hand and raifed
it to his lips. Felipe fuddenly turned
her head; Rimualdo ftill holding ‘“the
beverage to his mouth, followed the
motion with his eyes, when he imper-
fe&ly beheld the door move at the fur-
ther



A ROMANCE. 61

ther end of the apartment, by which
Felipe had paffed above ftairs. On
perceiving that the Condé had remarked
this circumftance, 2 momestary bluth
of confufion overfpread Felipe’s coun-
tenance, and, after fome hefitation, the
remarked, ¢ That the night was un-
<« commonly boifterous ; and that the
¢ Jarches through long ufe were not
s¢ the moft fecure.”’ - Having concluded
this aukward excufle, fhe ro!c from her
feat, and haftily traverfmT the chamber
clofed to the door. :

The circumftance in itfelf had not
created the leaft furprize in Rimualdo’s
breaft, but thé peculiar trepidation of
his hoftefs infpired him with a degree
of miftruft ; belides his eyes were at that
moment fixed on the cafement, through
which he obferved the faint radiance of
the moon, beaming through the trees,
which were no longer agitated by
the teropeftuous wind 3 this but il

' accorded
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accorded with Felipe’s alleged reafon
for the motion of the door. g

Rimualdo for fome minutes gave way
to refledtion, while Felipe refumed her
feat befide him.. He torned his regard
full upon her face; fhe bluthed dccplv,
a figh efcaped ‘her bofom, and fhe bent
her eyes to the earth.

_ Ah! thought Rimualdo fmilingy I
have devined the truth; fome favoured
lover is now within the cottage, who
anxioufly defires my abfence, that he
may breathe his vows of eternal ficelity.
« Come, my kind Felipe,” faid the
Condg, ¢¢ after the fatigue and peril you
<« have undergone, you doubtlefs ftand
<« in need of reft ;I will, with your per-
<« miffion, retire to the apartment which
<¢ you have alotted for my repofe.”

¢« You will find, I fear, but wretched
<« accommodation,” faid Felipe, taking
up the lamp : < however, Senor, let no
«¢ unplealing idea as to the fate of your
- St domeftic
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<« domeflic interrupt your flumbers ; be
¢ fure on’t, my brother will condu&
<« him hither-in fafety ere to-morrow’s
¢« dawn.”

She now advanced towards the very
door whofe motion had fo lately given
caufe of conje@ure. Rimualdo followed,
carrying with' him his rapier. Felipe
now raifed the latch, and flowly afcended
the mutilated ftairs, at the top of which
fhe traverfed a chamber; it feemed to
have been once appropriated to the ufes
of a loft; it was fpacious and void of all
furniture 5 at the further end Fellpc
opened a low narrow door.

« Now, Senor, ” faid fhe, ¢ be care-
se‘ful how your proceed ; the entrance
« into your chamber is not the moft
« convenient.” Having faid this, Fe-
lipg gave the lamp -into Rimualdo’s
hand ; he advanced to the threfhold,
which He found confiderably elevated
above the flooring of the room he was

i to
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to enter, thére being befides no fteps to
facilitate his - defcent.  'The Conde
jumped down, and Felipe nimbly fol-
lowed him.

Rimualdo found the chamber rather
large, and fcantily furnithed with a bed,
a chair, a fmall table and an old oak
bureau ; the nparrow cafements were
{icuated fo lofty as to preclude all jdea
of beholiing the furrounding objects.

Felipe, baving arranged the bed,
inquired - of Rimualdo, ¢ If he had
«¢ further occafion for her attedance.”

The Conde {miling affured her, that
he was perfectly well plealed wich the
accommodation. :

She then wifhed him a pleafant repofe;
and was about to quit the -chamber,
when Rimualdo’s fword, which lay upon
the table caught her attention.

¢« The polifhed handle of your rapier,
¢ Senor, will fuffer for this night’s rain,”
faid- Eelipe, advancmg and taking it up;

¢¢ had
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¢ had it not better hang befide the fire
« in the apartment below ftairs ? I will
< carry it down with me, and cleanfe it
«from the ruft, ere your dcparturc
¢ hence.”

Felipe was retiring in hafte, but Ri-
mualdo followed her fteps, and taking

" the weapon aflured her,  That the ruft

¢ would be of little confequence ; and
¢ that his fword was merely a weapon
¢ of defence, and no ufelefs appendage ;
< that its beauty was therefore an objeét
<« of lictle confideration.”
. Felipe fmiled; but Rimualdo thought
the action forced; and after protefting
that fhe meant no offence, again withed
him a good night and quitted the ch‘xm-
ber.

A muldiplicity of idzas crowded on
Rithualdo’s brain; and notwith{tanding
all his eforts to the contrary, an unufual
horror took poffeffion of his mind. He
drew a chair clofe to the bed-fide on

wiich
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which he placed his rapier, and thelamp
remained burning on the rable. . The
Condg, without undrefling, threw bim-

' felf on the bed. .In vain he endea-,
voured to banifh the obtruding thoughts,
and compofr' himfe!f to fleep; the care-
foothing god fpread not his oblivious
wings o’er Rimualdo’s pillow: he lay
refllefs for a confiderable time; till worn
out with mental uneafine(s, he funk into
a heavy yet confufed fleep, and a thou-

f fand appaling vifions paffed before his

fancy with inconceivable rapidity.

Suddenly he awoke ; a dewy moifture
covered his whole frame, and the big
drops courfed each other down his fore-
head. ¢« Merciful God!” did he ex-
claim, ¢ whence arifes this fingular
«¢ perturbation of my foul 22" He
fixed his eyes on the lofty window 3
the clouds paffed fwiftly o’er the palid
fphére of night; the wind howled
_ mournfully, and the tops of the dark
- ~ ruftling
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ruftling trees waved to and’fro.  The
Condé quitted ‘his bed; and flowly ‘tra=
verfed the chamber s there was an inex-
preffible fomething in its appearance that
enhorrored him.” Nowthe (ound of fooe- -
fteps {feemed to ftrike his ear; he liftened,
but all was ftill. He approached the table,
on which the lamp burnt dimly; he trim-
mied®it, and again threw himfelf on the -
rug. A ftupor once more feized him,
and he funk to fleep. One arm refted
on his bofom, the other hung over the
bed-fide. Rimualdo remained thus in-
tranced for fome time; when he was
awoke by a ftrong light that beamed
| full upon his face ; a ruftling noife was
at the fame moment heard within the '
room; he felt a garment glide along
his hand, he grafped it, and fprang from
the bed. At thas inftant the lamp was
-extinguilhed,- and the chamber lefc in
- total darknefs.
’ ¢« What art thou £ exclaimed Rimu-
t alde. g o7

i¥he
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The franger remained filent.

Again the queftion was repeated with
more energy ; when a female voice in
the moft tremulous accents replied :

¢ For mercy’s fake, Senor, forgive
¢« the intrufion, do not betray a harms
¢ lefs woman !’ i ;

<« Who are you?” again repeated the
Conde. N ;

« Her whofe honor you preferved s
¢ the fame whom you have titled your
¢ kind hoftefs.” !

Rimualdo relinquifhed his hold.—
<« What means this uwnaccountable in-
¢ trufion, Felipe 2 faid he, in a coms-
manding tone.

¢« QOh, Senor! fpare me, I intreat
¢¢ you, the humiliating confeffion -

« No, Felipe,” continued Rimualdo,
in the fame voice; ¢ your condudt is
¢ fufpicious; I muft and will be fatis-
< fied.” '

She hefitited; and then fprang from
him to gain the door; he caught her,

and
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end in a more'prercmptory tohe, ordered
her to (peak withour prevarication.

Eelipe, dropping on her knees with
every mark of mental difquietude, an-
fwered him :

¢ Moft gracious man! from the mo-
“ ment you became’ my preferver, I
¢ was your debtor by every tie of gra-
“ timude, Wretched girl that I am!
< to have died by the robber’s hand
¢ would have been a mercy ; for I have
¢ only lived to be for ever miferable :
¢ yes, Senor, I am doomed to pine
“my life in wretchednefs; for grati- .
¢ tude, alas! is not the only emotion of
“ my foul, I feel a fofter paffion; for,
¢ from the moment I beheld you, I
“bhave not ceafed to love.” The
Condé was retiring from her, Felipe
clafped his knees.

« Obh, Senor, in merey do not fpum
“me! to-morrow thefe eyes muft for-
¢ feic the fight of you for ever, I en-

<¢ tered

2



) {RTMUALDO ¢

¢« tered your chamber but to gaze oa
< your features unobferved ; though you
<« have difcovered me; do not obdurately
<« withhold your forgivenefs for my rafh
< attempt. I [iould be the objeét of your
<¢ pity, and not the victim of your anger
¢ and difguft.”” Here her fobs flifled
further utterance.

'« Calm thefe feelings,” faid Rimualdo,
_ raifing heér from her proftrate fituation;;
e ’tis not in my nature to act with cru-
<« elty. No; from my foul I pity you.”

Reclining on the Conde’s arm, the
had by this time gained the bed, on
which fhe threw herfelf; while Rimualdo.
placed himfelf befide her.

Both continued. awhile filent, and en- |
tranced in thought. In thehope of oblite-
rating from her mind the late™converfa-
‘tion, the Condé ar length broke filence,
by making inquiries re{pe@ing the return
of her brother and Geronimo his do-

meftic.
After
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After a fhort paufe fhe replied :
« They are not yet arrived, Senor;
< nor have I feen Lorano fiace he
< quitted our cotrage.”

< What think you is the hour, Fe-
¢ Jipe 37

<’Tis paft midnight, Senor.”

Here  {ilence of fome length enfued,
whieh was interrupted at intervals, only
by the deep fetched fighs that burft
from Felipe’s bofom.

« Why thus yicld yourlelf te an un=
¢ happy paflion; Felipe?” faid the
Conde : < you muft endeavour to {tifde
¢ its perniciops effcéts : nay, you per-
< haps but deceive yourfelf, and imagine
an excefs of gratitude to be the mofk
tender  emotion of the foul. The
¢ human paffions, -Felipe, are fo '
<« forangely linked, that the excefs of
« one may be conftrucd as the cficd
¢ of another: ’tis when the ficlt, ardor
< fubfides, thaf we become convincédf

€ [0}
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<« of our é€rror; and time alone can
¢« work this change.”

¢« Alas, Senor !” replied Felipe; < I
¢« am too fully convinced that my fen-
¢ fations fpring from the heart. How
¢ fhall I rue the day when chance firft
< prefented you to me!”  Here a flood
of rears found vent, and Rimualdo’s
heart bled for her fufferings. »

Felipe’st head now hung upon the
Conde’s thoulder ; whilft he, unconfcious
of the ation, tenderly prefled her hand ;
imperceptibly the twined her arm around
his wailt. It was dark, and the fitua-
tion fuch as might have operared on a
youthful libertine ; but the virtuous Ri-
mualdo was occupied only with the '
unpleafing contemplation of " thofe for-
rows fhe might hereafter endure. The
Condé raifed his hand to his foreliead,
in the action of deep thought, then
placed it on the bed: he ftarced—for
beneath his touch he felt- the blade of

an
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, 73
an unfheathed poniard ; with his left
he forcibly feized Felipe’s wrilt; and
then prefented the dagper to her which

_ he had difcovered,

‘.

¢ Have I found thee, hvpocntc?”
were the words that 1nfhm'ly cfcaped the
Conde's lips.

Felipe fcreamed ; when from a con=
eealed clofec ”bchmd the bed burlt forth
twa ruffians. .

Rimualdo arofe, 'and attempted to
feize his rapier, but one of the wretches
wreached it from his grafp. He made
towards the door, the villains followed
him. Suddenly footfteps were heard

‘10 the adjoining chamber; in an inffant
the door was thrown open; when'Rimu-

aldo, to his infinite aftonifhment, fixed
his eyes on the youth Gefario; who
appeared bearing a lamp in one hand,
and in the other a naked fword ; round
his middle was-a girdle, well-fiored with
piftols ; and his drefs totally different

VOL, I, E from

3



74 ° . RIMUALDO:

from that he wore when an inhabitant
of the village.

< Strike not, on- your lives I” ex-
claimed the youth on entering. :

The villains, both of whom were arm-

ed with poinards, obeyed the command
in filence, i .
. The Conde ftood petrified with won-
der ; yet he was not {o totally bereft of his
faculties, as not to remember in one of
the ruffians the perfon of Lorano, and in
the other, the identical traveller whofe
appearance had fo forcibly ftruck him
at the pofada.

The youth now pointing to the door
by which he had entered, motioned the
robbers to retire. - Without hefitation
they complied with Cefario’s orders;
though not without caftinog on him. a
malignant look, that pourtrayed rheir
rage and difappointment.

<« Begone |’ exclaimed he, * and to
s your feveral duties.” .
sy The
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added ta the Conde’s aftonifhment, who
exclaimed aloud : '

<« Is this the fame ? is this Cefario,
¢ whofe appearance fo ftrangely in-
e¢ terefted my feelings ? can it be——~"
Rimualdo would have continued, but
the youth interrupted him.

s« Yes, Sehor; I am that Cefario who
¢ lamented the lofs of her I loyed,and -
‘«« who will never ceafe to deplore it; I
<« am conneéled with this band of ficrce
< and remorfele(s robbers ; yet I, my-
« felf, am no ruffian; I wear the villain’s
« garb, ftill my integrity to God re-
mains unfhaken.——Yet I had for-
¢ got, Senor, your attendant now awaits
you without the cottage, him have I
alfo preferved.”

Rimualdo raifed his hand to his forc-
head.

« T know not what to con_]eé’ture,
« everything is veiled in doubt and
« myflery”’. He paufed a while. < But

¢« what-

S
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sc. whatfoever you are, it is’to youTI owe
 « the prefervation of my life; [ am there-
« fore bound by every tye of gratitude,
« Yes,” continued the Condé in an
elevated tone, I will confide in you;
« there is fomething in your manner
‘< that belies deceit ; frcely I again prof-
¢ fer you my fervices.”
e And I with gratitude accept them,”
- returned Cefario; < thereto annexing one
< only condition.—That you never
<« queftion me on the pait events of my
¢ life, nor relate this night’s-occurrence.”
Rimualdo, after a moment’s paufe, re-
plied, ¢ I promife it molt facredly.”
Celario now motioned ‘the Condg,
who followed him, and they defcended
into the lower chamber; during this
time Felipe had fpread the table with
provifions and wine, fhe appeared to
tremble at the prefence of Cefario, who
fhortly after opened the cotiage door

and retired, 2 Sai
E4 , - During
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 Limes gazmg, overjoyed, at his mafter; £

. fometimes in low accents breathing forth
- prayers for his deliverer,

_Cefarlo was particularly attentive to:
the Ccde, and in: the kindeft accents.

endeavoured torally his deprefled fpirits.
Ihe'youth at length arofe, defiring Ge-
ronisno to occupy his place at the table,

and refreth himfelf.  The propofition.

was inftantly complied with; for the
fatigued Geronimo ftood in need offub-

_ ftantial confolation ; he therefore began,.
without hefitation, nor ceafed till he had

caufed a vifible  diminution in thofe

tempting obJe&s that were fpread upon,

the board. ; 3

Gelatio: was, for a fhort time, abfent :

from,the chamber ; at his rerurn his ha=

biliments. were completely changed.

Rimualdo was forcibly firuck with, the;
“ altesation ; for the youth belng now di-"

vefted of the rufsan’s habx;, ‘appeared:
the
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the fame gentle Cefario as when he had
firfk beheld him.

The Conde was pleafed at the tranf-
formation, and continued to reoard hina:
for fome time with pleafmcful admlra-
tion.

The youth now inquired of Rimualdo
when he fhould be in readinefs to de-
part. -

¢ On the mﬁant > replied the Condé
quitting his feat, for ke had b»en anxious
on this head, :

‘Cefario again left the cottage ; at his -

return. he unlocked a fmall drawer,
‘and drew from it a paper; having
perufed its contents, he wrote fome
words at the bottom, and then fummoned
Felipe in a loud voice. She immedi-
ately defcended from the upper cham-
ber.

< Take this,” faid the youth,-afflum=
ing a threatening air, at the fame fime
prefenting Her the paper; ¢ anon, I fhail

¢ found.
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the laft, which tone was peculiarly fhrill;
the echoes loudly refounded through the

foreft; hethen caft the horn from him and”
turning towards Rimualdo, inquired, in

the moft complacent tone of voice, if Se-

govia was not his deftined route. The
C()ndchaving anfwered in the affirmative,.
the yduth directed him to follow the tract

he thould take; he then fet fpurs to his-
ho“rfe apd proceeded {wiftly forwards,
whillt ‘Rimualdo, followed by his do=
mettic, clofely purfued his fteps.

Who can imagine the Condé’s feel-

ings; what fancy can paint, what lan-

guage exprefs the multiplicity of varied

ideas that alternately occupied his fancy !
“That Cefario was connected with the

robbers, ‘was fully demonftrated ; = and

that he was their leader did not appear

1mprobablc from his authoritative man-
ner, and the refpe with which hxs

commands were obeyed.

The

©



A ROMANCE, 8 %

- The Condt had always imagined that
" hardened villany could alone infure the
-poft of chieftain to a gang of mercilefs
. ruffians ; yet Cefario could not have at-
tained his twcnﬁeth year. His manners
-were open. and ‘gentle in. the extreme ;
his countenance bore no innate marks of
: gunlt, nor had the frequent perpetration:
of crimes, as is cuftomary, left any traces.
on his features ; hie pofiefied, on the con-
trary, the inherent charaeriftics of ¢an-
“dour, generofity, and every nobIe quali-
fication of the mind.

The fituation in which he had firft
difcovered Cefario, then recurred to
Rimualdo’s recollection; neither histears,
his geftares, nor language, was feigned;
yet thefe emotions fprung from the
bofem of a robbers""The youth had
refided in the vv\"fﬂ'e for the term of
twelve months, whete he was the admir="
ation of all: how abfent himfelf from
fthe gang for that term? The whole ap-

*q . peared:
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o 2
the fummits of the diftant mountaips,

| Aurora’s grey and mifty veil fpread icfelf

wide over the eaft, while the weftern
hemifphere, darkened by the heavy
clouds. that rolled fullenly away mingling

~with the dun gloom of night, afforded
- a fubject for the moft fublime contem-

plation. It forcibly operated on the

i thdughtful Rimualdo, engendering ic-

=

numerable ideas that alternately filled

“his foul with tranquil joy, or raifed the

tear of tender recolle&tion,
The Condé fighed. as from his lips a
prayer was offered for his revered father ;

a tear ftole down his: cheek as a blef'ﬁng

was wafted to heaven for his adored
mother; his penfive regard then fized

on the youth. Cefario.  Rimualdo

blufhed; for in his orifons he had forgot-
ten the faviour of his life. He fhuddered
as the paft danger recurred to his recol-
le€tion ; at that inftant a ftronger prede-
li€tion for the youth toolk poffefiion of

3 his.

2
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after. further interrogatories, the Conde
found that Geronimo did not entertain
the leaft fufpicion of the danger to which
' he had himfelf been expofed, nor the
connection.which the youth Cefario fo
* apparently feemed to have with the gang.
He therefore ftrictly enjoined his do---
meftic not to make mention of what
- had woccurred. even” to himfelf, which
command Gcrommo willingly promifed
to.obey,
The clouds no longer fowered in the
welt 5 day’s radiating orb roft in full ma-
" jefty, and chafed the lingering gloom of
night.—T he foreft clad mountains,
whofe ftupendous forms reared them-
| felves on every fide, were objects moft
grénd' and fublime ; the verdant bofom
of the carth refrefhed by the night’s rain, -
and the air purified by the thunder frorm,
| gave every thing the moft enlivening
appearance ; the Learly tenants of the.
| wood ‘breathed their enchapting me-
lody,

»
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% Oh! that T could fplak; that I
«¢ could unveil my hearty’ returned the
youth : ¢ grant that heaven may cne day.
< enable ‘me to clear my condu& in
G /y‘ourr fight.” :

a

.. I muft entreat your future filence
<« on that fubjet,” anfwered Rimualdo:
ce [ am not over fanguine of my own
<« opinions ; -yet 1 have unaccountably
< imbibed fuch an idea of the upright-
“¢ nefs of your character, that it would
“ reap; perhaps, little addition, even by
< the explanation; be therefore fatisfied;
« the patt is for ever buried in obli-
} <& vion. e
U Gratitude {welled Cefario’s bofom; the
confli® was too powerful ; he tarned his
head to conceal the flood of tears that
ftreamed from his uplifted eyes.
Rimualdo obferved his powerful emo-
tions, and ‘remained filent. They tra-
velled onwards. at an fy pace; and

i 3 during
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during the day the Condg, as well as
Cefario, feemed totally averfe to con-
verfation, each was occupied in the
contemplation of paft occurrences.
They entered Lozoya at anearly hour.
After making a fhort haltat this town,
they again fet forwards. The evening
breeze was refrefhing, and the face of
nature enchantingly calm. As they ap-
proached the boundaries of Old Catftile,
the deep faffion tint which the fun’s
bright beams threw over the diftant
Toeledo mountains, produced the moft
glorious effeét; it refembled a golden
mantle fpreading itfelf wide over the
furface of the land, which was clad with’
the richeft pafturage, affording nutri-
ment to innumerable flocks of fheep,
whofe fleecy milk-white coats beautifully
contrafted ‘with the verdant foil they
cropped.
Sill the fame melancholy filence con-
tinued to be Ubferved on either fide.
Phoebuss
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Pheebus’s defcending rays now kiffed the
fummics of the cloud encircled moun-

tains, diffufing wide throughout the weft

hls blufhing robe refplendant waﬁly-'
the laurelled God, fon of imperial Jove,
onward urges his vigorous iteeds; the
burning globe downwards is courle pre-
cipitates, ardent rolling through the
boungllefls  etherial expante. Now it
finks behind the lofty hills; yet its all glo-

rious light fill pajnts the fading cheeli of
_evening with ruby - tinge. Seoovu s
lofty fpires, rifing in thc diﬂahc::, now
‘met the Conde’s eye ; the dufk vapours
gave them a faint blue appearance, and
the tremendous chain of mountains in
the back ground, affuming 2 fimilar

_complexion, finely contrafted with the
chriftalline face of heaven in which they
feemed involved. Chafte Diana’s palid
crefcent,-like a thin milky vapour, now
appearcd, and clofe befide her fhone
evening’s bnght gem, while,the multi-
tudinous

>
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then unknown, he is accounted the phe-
nomenon of his time; he receives the
reiterated plaudits of the learned few;
- he becomes the admiration of the multi-
tude.  Yet perhaps, had the moft un-
tutored of his admirers enjoyed fimilar
opportunitics, he might have alfo ac-
quired fuch encomiums as were lavithed
on that particular individual,
 Nature has intuitively implanted cer--
tain faculties in our minds ; it is the duty
of every man 'to cultivate the tree; and
when its fruits are ripened, he fhould.
featter them around, that all may fhare:
alike its glorious produce, ; '

Such an individual is a ufeful mem-
ber of fociety ; the temples of fuch a
man will be living thaded with the ver-
dant wreath; and when he ceafes to
exift, pofterity will reverence his name.

The Condé was young, yet the ftudy
of nature had implanted in his brain
certain philofophical principles; and ‘it

—

¥ ,’d 3 was

25



g8 .RIMUALDO :

was thus he mentally argued on-every
extraordinary event that forcibly ftruck
his faculties. >

Upon an eminence commanding the
town rofe Segovia’s Gothic caftle ; its
maffive turrets feemed to frown upon
the fpot which they were meant to pro-
te¢t.—This objet recalled to Ri-
mualdo’s mind the Caftilio del Lara.
The train of refletions in which he had
been involved ; the dufky hue of even-
ing that bad diffufed its fombre tint
around ; the melanchely mood in which
Cefario was intranced: all tended to
raife the fofteft emotions in the Conde’s
bofom. He thought of that loved home
from which every ftep removed him;
and caft a longing look behind.  Night
had fpread her raven wings oven the
eaftern horizon; he breathed forth a
fighs for the tendereft fenfations agitated
his fufceptible breaft.

In
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In'this ftate of mind Rimualdo en-
tered the town; the bufy haunt of men
awoke him from his reverie.  He pro-
ceceded to the largeft hotel, where his
baggage and attendants were waiting his
arrival. . Here he received feveral lccters
bE introdudion: from his- father to the’
principal nobility of Spain, and one to

the Spanith monarch ; there was likewife

a packet for himfelf, Rimualdo in-
ftanely broke the feal; it contained a
letter - from the Marques his ‘father,
wherein all the counfels that a prudent
parent could fuggeft ' were renewed.
It concluded = with the fame folemn
injunétion ' which he had fo frequently
repeated, with regard to any alliance
Rimualdo might form derooratory to
his dignity.

There was likewife in the packet a
fhort billet from his mother, wherein
the tender feelings of the writer were
forcibly demonftrated; neither was it
void of excellent infiruétion, yet
: F 2 j offered
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offered in fuch a manner, that al-
though his father’s words were indelibly
fixed on his recolleion, yet thofe of the

- Marquefa were graven on the tablets of
his heart.

Such was the effe of thefe counfels
on Rimualdo’s mind. He felt that he
Jbould never violate the commands of his
father; he conld not difobey the sdvice of 3
his mother. i
" The Cende, on turning his head,
found himfelf alone in the apartment ;
he immediately fummoned Cefario to his
prefence; the youth appearéd, when Ri-
mualdo gently chid him for abfenting
himfelf.

Cefario. appeared confufed;s and by
his manner the Condé underftood that
he had not been in expeétation of finding

. fuch a fplendid retinve. ! Rimualdo ad-
vanced towards him and t¢ sk his hand.

« The poft of fecretary,” faid he,
¢¢ is, but nvminal; you fhall be my
<« companion, Cefario; I will fee you

< provided
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- «¢ provided with every requifite for fuch

¢ a fituation; and that you may no

¢ longer remain ignorant of my rank,

¢ it is the Conde Rimualdo, fon of the

¢ Marques de Lara, whofe friendthip
£ you have infured, and whofe compa-
¢ pion you muft henceforth efteem
< yourfelf.

< I will not, be denied,” continued
Rimualdo, obferving that Cefario \i{aé
on the point of anfwering ; ““ nor will 1
¢ liften to any proteftations of your
¢t own unworthinefs: No; Cefario, T
< will be obeyed.”

The youth was compelled to remain
filent, when the noble Conde obferving
the powerful emotions of his grateful
foul, generoufly changed the fubject, by
conyerfing on feveral indifferent topics,
The mind of Celario foon regained its
equilibrium, and his fpirited  remarks
during the evening fully evinced the
. acutenefs of his underftandipg. Nature
F 3 had

3

-
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had indeed been molt profufe in her en-
dowments ; the work required but little
cultivation to be every way perfect; and
this laft polith, Rimualdo determined
fhould not be wanting.

Ere the Conde retired to reft, he gave
neceffary - orders for his departure the .
following day. He likewife furnifhed
Cefario profufely from his own ward-
robe, with fuch apparel as his prefent
fitwation required.

The enfuing morning, on Cefario’s
entrance into the apartment, Rimualdo
was ftruck with the furprifing alteration
which the elegant habiliments had pro-
duced in his appearance. His form,

. which was graceful, now received addi-
tional beauty ; his motion was eafy, and
hismanners engaging in the extreme: the
noble franknefs'of his countenance was
rendered peculiarly attractive, by the

fhade of melancholy which it had im-
bibed. He was ‘an ‘object every way

2 -formed

‘
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formed to enchain the behoider’s regard.
Spain could not boaft two more perfeét
Cavalieros than the Condé Rimualdo
and his adopted friend.

They entered the carriage at an early
‘hour, and, followed by feveral attendants,
proceeded towards Madrid, where they
that evening arrived. A moft elegant
manfion had been prepared for Ri-
mualdo’s accommodation during his
fhort ftay in this city.

Accompanied by Cefario, he, the fol-
lowing morning, delivered fome of his
letters to thofe noblemen that were not
in the fuite of the king, who thea held
his court at Toledo. The Conde was
everywhere received with pointed marks
of refpect; the well known interelt which
his father had with the Spanifh monarch
infured him this gracious reception.

He received innumerable invitations,
but conftantly excufed himfelf, alleging
that his intention was only to prolong

F 4 his

3
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his ftay fo a few days, which period
would be wholly. takenup in viewing
the numerous palaces and bun]dmgs of
Madrid.

. The Condé, with his friend Cefario,
vifited every objeét worthy his regard ;
it was the firft time he had beheld fuch
a difplay of grandeur; yet, when he
contemplated thefe fplendid edifices;
when he calculated the immenfe fums
lavifhed, by their noble owners, on lux-
uries which only tend to vitiate the mind ;
when he beheld the wretched objeéts
that environed ‘each ftately portal, and
the numerous mendicants in every
girter of the city ; he could not help

arking to Cefario the difguft with
which it infpired him..
s If;” faid Rimualdo, ¢ thef‘e are the
« attendants on fplendor and popu-
¢ larity, how much more preferable is
< the retirement which I have been
¢ forced to a{bandon i
' He,



A ROMANCE. " 10%
:

He then thought of the kingdom of
Navarre; he recolleted the antique
Caftilio del Lara; he regreted the fo-
“Jitary fhades of the furrounding forefts,
his accuftomed haunts, and the jutting
mountains from which he had fo oft
contemplated Navarre’s prolific territory,
and gazed on the majeftic Pyrenees, that,
like a grey mift, feemed foating in the
azure diftance. .

¢ Ah, Senor,” replied the youth with
a fmile, ¢ you are but ill calculated to
« fuftain the employment of a courtier ;
¢ you cannot pamper luxury ; you will
« not flatter. when your. reafon difap-
« proves, nor teach your tongue the
« Janguage of deceir; neither will you
« fmile at that which makes your foul
« reyole. Yet fuch, my lord, muft be

-« your occupation. If youalready re=
« gret your loft tranquillity ; if the firft
« glare of thefe gay objects poffels no
« charm for you, how-much more will

E’S 5 Seaghe
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, ¢ the repetition of the fight pall upon
¢« your fenfes. I fear, Senor, that you
<< are not calculated for the line of con-~

¢ du@ it will be requifite for you to

s adopt.”

a

Such were the refletions exc1ted in
the breafts of Rimualdo and his friend,
by thé contemplation of all the grandeur
which Madrid affords. It had no at-
traltions for the Condé; and Cefario was
aware of the fallacy of appearances.
His obfervations. therefore rather tended
to augment the difguft with which Ri-
mualdo’s elevated mind was infpired.

Ere the expiration of a week, the
Conde had contemplated every ‘obje&
worthy infpeion in Madrid; he 'had
alfo vifited the feveral palaces of Aran-
jues, Cafa del Campo, Florida, “and
Buen Retiro; all in the vicinity of the
city, and each vieing with the othet in
magmﬁcence

Laft,
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. Laft, and moft famed of ‘all, was the

(Efcurial, fitvate fome miles from
Madrid; thither the Conde repaired
the ' day preceding his departure for
Toledo.

He arrived at this magnificent ftruc-
ture, built in honour of Saint Lawrence,
: whereon the labour of twenty-one years
_had been beftowed, and thirty millions
lavifhed. It contains at once a kingly
palace, a college for young ftudents,
and a monaftery, the refidence of two
~hundred monks of the Order of Saint
Jerom.

Rimualdo  traverfed its feventeen
noble cloifters, fome of which were:
adorned with feriptural fubjects grandly
pourtrayed:in ftucco. = He beheld more
than twenty {plendid-courts, wherein the
. five noble architeGtural orders were dif- .
played : the whole forming one large
fquare, two thoufand fix hundred and

A thirty.
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thirty feet in length, at each corner of
which rifes a lofty turret.

It is exadtly divided into four parts,
each having its refpeétive gate, over
which is placed the ftatue of Saint Law-:-
rence and the armorial bca;mgs of
Spain, +

In the front court {tand fix noble pil-"
lars-of the Doric order, each fixty-eight
feet high, on which are pedeftals fup-
porting ftatues of gilt brafs. Five lofty
arches lead to the church, which is of a
furprifing length, i AR

Here are fix aifles, illuminated by
ccountlefs lamps of Glver ; and at the en-
trance: of each chapel are crﬁﬂ'ﬁs of -
jafper. The grand altar, which ftands at
the extremity of the middle aifle, is
raifed upon a jafper pavement. Itsfe-
~ veral pillars are of moft exquifite work-

manfhxp Que in particular fupports the
hoft.  Five fmaller columns of diafpar,

alt.: diverfified
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diverfified with the rainbow’s tints, are
crowned with the facred cheft, whofk rich
workmanthip coft eighty thoufand du-
_cats; over this ftand figures of the
twelve apoftles, of pureft gold.

Several fteps of tranfparent marble
lead up to the altar, which is furrounded
with ftatues of the Spanifh monarchs,
and hung with paintings of the greateft
mafters. Here are depofited the various
coftly relics with chalices of gold, filver,
and chryftal.

. The choir is furrounded with @®alls of

precious . wood beautifully carved ; on

each fide is railed a noble organ, whofe
. founds harmonious breathe the facred
~ hymn of praife. Befides thefe there
are alfo fix others in various 'parts
of tht church, and one of filver.

The defcent to the pantheon is by a
~marble fight of fteps. Its entrance is
, through
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. through a folding gate of gilt brafs, over

which are placed the arms of Auftria,
completely formed of precious ftones;
on either fide are carved reprefentations,
highly burnithed, of the fall and refur-
reétion of mankind.

The fepulchre is otogonal.  An altar
of black marble fronts the door, bear-
ing a lofty crucifix; it is furrotnded
wn:h ornaments of porphyry, and feveral
columns of green marble. A large
branching light illumines this vaulted
repofitory of kingly dulft ;. its flooring is
marble, worked in figures of ftars.

The convent has five cloifters; the
old chapel is adorned with fuperb paint-
-ings and ftored with countlefs relics.’

The palace is moft magnificently de-
corated, and the library of an aftonifhing
length. lts feats are of cedar and other
precious wood ; the flooring is of white
and grey marble; and the ceiling

¢ adorned
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adorned with the reprefentétionof the
arts and {ciences, by the moft celebrated
painters.  In the midft of this gallery are
tables of jafper and porphyry, on which
are feveral globes and fpheres. Here
are allo rare medals, fine pictures, and
moft antient manufcripts, among which
are thole of Saint Auftin and Saint
Chiyfoftom,

The parks and gardens of this won-
drous ftrufture are more than an hun-
dred miles in circumference.

The Condé and Cefario examined
this wonderful difplay of art in filent
amazement. As they quitted the co-
loffal edifice, Rimualdo turning towards
his friend. < Tell me,” faid he, ¢ with
¢¢ what fenfations has the contemplation
£ of this mafs of grandeur infpired
< yOlJ P22

<< 1 have been thinking,” returned
Cefario, ¢ that all the art combined of
s thofe who reared this pjle, and pro-

¢ duced
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< duced its ‘inward beauties, no, nor
¢ the proffered gift of the whole, will
-« not procure an individual capable of
« imitating with accuracy the fmalleft
< work of nature. 1 have been alfo
« calculating how many thoufands,
¢ pining in mifery, might be, rendered
< happy by the proper diftribution of
‘the immenfe riches which are here
¢ concentered, , and afford no other
¢ pleafure than a tranfient gratification
¢ to the fight.”
<« How juft is your-obfervation,” re-
turned the Conde ; ¢ how perfeétly your
¢ ideas are in unifon with my own.
¢ Oh! Cefario, what follies occupy the
¢ brains of earthly potentates; they
< negle@ the heart-felc fatisfaction of
¢ calling forth the bleflings of. tfou-~
¢« fands on their heads; by fpurning
¢« the lamentations of the poor, the
« widow’s tears, the orphan’s cries, and -
« the’ - i'nfanf’s‘ tendé. * .:;fup‘plications.
sy

o
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f¢ They rear a fately mohument to
¢ their own pride. Alas! how fallacious
¢ is their judgment 5 at beft all works

¢« are but perifhable, fave thofe which

¢« have their foundation in virtue. Be.
. fides, it is not he who firft caufed the
¢ elevation of this ftruture, that excites
¢ my admiration: No; it is the fabric
itfglf; nor do I caft a thought on its
¢ principal founder,

¢ Now mark the difference, Cefario 3
¢¢ that man who builds a monument to
¢ mercy, perpetuates his fame to future
¢ ages; for his deeds record it, and
¢ every man who hears his acts pro-
<« claimed, though even in remoteft
¢ ages, reveres his memory and withes
¢ that he himfelf were fuch a man.—
« Yes, fuch a ftructure is raifed upon a
¢ baffs which no mortal power can
¢ fhake—the bofom of all gentle
i ¢ Charity : it has its foundation in the
¢ breaft of every man ; for it is-the at-

« m-B'me
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CHAP. V.

Would you be happy, leave this fatal place ;

Fly from the Court’s pernicious neighbourhood,
‘Where innocence is fhunn’d, and blufhing modefty
Is made the fcorner’s jeft; where hate, deceit,
A deadly ruin wear the marks of beauty,

And draw deluded fools with fhews of pleafure.

Rowz.

Infernal flames rage in his poifon’d blood ;
And his fwoln heart boils with impetuous flood.
g Bracimozz,

T sz Condé and Cefario now approached
Toledo; the road wound along the fer-
tile banks of the Tagus, which imper-
ceptibly aggrandized as they drew nearer
to the city.

The bufy fcene afforded infinite fatis-
faction to Rimualdo’s mind; nor was
his friend lefs occupied in its contem- -
plation. s

No
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No boifterous wind ruffled the clear
furface of the ftream ; it was one beau-
tiful chryftaline plain, fave: where the
gliding barges marked their eafy courfe |
with ftreaks of beads tranfparent.  The
_full glare_of day’s bright luminary -
ftruck full upon the glaffy deep; which
refleéted heaven’s azure cheek, mingled
with liquid gold. o

Two fpacious bridges crofs the river;
and the ancient Moorifh fortifications
compietely furround the city, above
which rife numerous fpires, attracting
the beholder’s regard. :

"The carriage-at Jength wound through
the gate, and the Condeé foon found him-
felf at ‘the noble manfion approprlared
for his refidence.

After having arranged the order of
his houfehold, according to: the inftruc-
tions of the Marques his father, he dif-
patched the feveral packets to thofe
noblemen of the King’s fuit who were

then
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then refidents in Toledo. The Conde
determined on prefenting himflf at the
levee, -thic enfuing morning, and there

,deliver to: the Spanith Monarch the
letter entrufted to his care.

Every neceffary preparation was made
for this occafion. How much would this
difplay of grandeur have excited the
vaniw of moft youthful minds ! but not
fo Rimualda’s: he contemplated thofe
objects without experiencing the leaft
emotion of plealure ; and he looked for-

" ward to the morrow with confiderable
uneafinefs ; for he believed that he was

then to bid an everlafting farewel to

happinefs. '

He was to meet the prying gaze of

a trowd of fycophants. He had ever

‘been accuftomed to fuppofe—nay, he
had always found, that the countenance

clothed with {miles was the certain index

of a contented mind; that the tongue
proteﬁmg fnendﬂup {poke the genuine

> diftates
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ditates of the foul. - Such he had, in-
deed, found Nature’s pupils: but' how
altered was now the cafe | He had to
. ftudy enlightened men, polithed cour-
tiers, the children of art. He was to
view with miftruft every complacent
fmile; he was to difcredit all out-
ward marks of kindnefs; he was to
regard proffered friendfhip as one®that
pafles a fleeping ferpent; his eye grati-
fied with its varied coat, yet wary of
awaking the reptile, confcious of the
deftructive fting it bears.

The Condé recurred to his father’s
counfels : they added weight to thefe
opinions ; for he had ever recommended
caution to his fon.

<¢ Rimualdo,” would he often fay,
“ be ever wary of your a&tions. Should"
‘¢ you at firft meet your Soverelgn s dif-
¢ pleafure, you will affuredly draw upon
< yourfelf the hatred and contempt of
«all. If, on the contrary, you gain’

€ your
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<« your Monarch’s efteem; fuffer no op-
¢ portunity: to efcape you'; root yourf{elf
‘¢into. his good opinion; make him
« conceive that your counfel is abfo-
«lutely effential to the welfare of the
 ftate; that your prefence is requifite
¢¢ to his happinefs : be with him every-
« where ; ftudy his humour, and learn
«“to eact accordingly: by purfuing
¢ this line of condudt, you will then
«¢indeed appear the idol of the Court. -
‘ But above all, truft not to thofe falla-
¢ cious appearances:: for every fatterer
« wifhes that he were a bafilifk, and that
“ his {mooth tongue bore the afpic’s
‘« poifonous fting. Once enthroned in
“ the good opinion of your Sovereign,
“ you muft watch with Argus-eyes, and
“be ready to counteratt with vigor
« every plot againft your power.”

From fuch refletions as thefe, the
Cond¢ inferred, that tranquillicy was in-
compatible with the life of a courtier;

g his
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his- foul being either cankered with
envy, or elfe the fool of imaginary hap-
pinefs.. Out of favor, defpifed ; or, if
afcending the golden ladder of greatnefs,.
dreading leaft every ﬁ:ep thould prove
his down(all.

«¢ Ah! why,” exclaimed the Condc,
<« wherefore has the Marques compelled
<« me to relinquifh the filent fhades. of
< retirement, and mingle with the dan-
< gerous throng ? Tis his pride that
g predommates over his  better reafon,
¢ and thus I am facrificed to his thirft
< of power. ».__The Cond? paufed; &
compun&ious glow fuffufed his cheek ;-
and the pride of a Spaniard kindled ‘in
his youthful veins. ¢ Yet,” continued
he, ¢ 1 am the lineal defcendant of our
& ancient houfe; I am the only remain-*
¢ ing branch; and fhall I then tom-
< plain at fulfilling thofe duties which
< have belonged time immemorial o
¢ our ance[:cors ? No: the Marques.is

7 ¢ my
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« my father; and whatfoever he ordains
¢« 1 am in duty bound to obey without
€ a murmur.”

During the evening Rimualdo fpoke -
little ; Cefario attributed his filence to 2
depreffion of fpirits, and ufed all his en-
deavours to rally him.

* The Conde felt his intentions; they
tendtd ro ftrengthen the friendthip he
had conceived for hini,

The morning at length arrived : agi-
tated by a thoufand confli€ting fenfations,
till then unknown, Rimualdo prefied
Cefario’s hand, and entered the carriage.
The news of his arrival had been fpread

‘throughout Toledo the preceding even-
ing ; every one was defiious of behold-
ing the fon of the famed Marques del
Lara, “and the-levee was particularly
crawded. :

The Conde .was ufhered through the
numerous  antichambers, which were

 thronged on every fide: hc’re.ceived the

VOL. It =5c ; faluta-
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falutations of all as he paffed ; and at
length arrived ac the door of the hall,
in which was the Spanith Monarch,
with all the grandees of his kingdom,

. Rimualdo approached, -and knelt at
his Sovereign’s feet, who welcomed him,
with particular kindnefs, at the fame
time raifing him from his pro{‘cratc pofi-
tion, The King then made inquiries -
25 to the health of the Muarques; and
whether he had any intention of revifit-
ing the Court. '

The. Conde’s anfwers were highly
fatisfa&ory to his Severeign; he fhortly
after prefented theMarques’s letter. After
pesufing it, the King turned towards
Rimualdo, and addreffed him with the
greatelt complacency. %o

¢« We have'experienced your father’s
<& worth, and build great hopes upor; his
« fon. We fhall not be unmindful of
¢ the paft fervices of the one, nor neg-
<¢ Je& the deferts of the other,” !

Taking
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‘Taking the Condé’s hand, the King
then prefented him to the furrounding
noblemen, moft of whom WOre a vene-.
rable appearance,

¢ You, my Lords,” continued he,
¢« have not forgoten the wifdom of
« the Marques del Lara’s counfels s
«receive his fon among you; for his
¢ appearance has highly. prepofcfied
<« me in his favour; nor do I doubt
“but he will profit by your fage in-
« ftru@ion, and one day emulare the
« deeds of his noble anceftors: at leaft,”
added the King, preﬂ'nﬂ Rimualdo’s
hand and looking on him with' benefi-
cence, ¢ my protetion and advice fhall
¢ not be wanting to aid his advance-
““ment.’

A yifible expreffion of furprize was
depi®ted on every countenance: the
peculiar manner with which the Conde
had been welcomed was the caufe. The
King was, indeed, a monarch endowed

G2 ; with
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wich all the feelings of a man; for the
lapfe of time did not diminifh in" his
mind thofe obligations which were due
to the paft fervices of Rimualdo’s pa-
rent. ' :

The Condé was reccived by -the
noblemen prefent with the moft endear-
ing carefles; one alone, who feemed a
paitlcular favourite with the King, could
not veil the malignancy of his “foul,
though he ufed every effort to aflume
the fmile of fatisfaction.

From Rimualdo’s entrance into the
hall, the eyes of this nobleman had been
riveted on his countenance. He ap.
peared turned of fixty; was very thin,
and tall of ftature ; a heavy gloom hung
o’er his furrowed brow ; every linea-
" ment of his face befpoke the exczfive
pride of his heart; his'complexion was
cadaverous, and his eyes fmall but pierc-
ing' He was, by far, more fumptu-
oufly attired than the King himfelf,

: ; and
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. and decked with feveral honorary badges
which difplayed the particular favor of
his Sovereign towards him.

Whene’er Rimualdo turned his head,
he conftantly found that_he continued to
be the object of his (crummzmo regard.
A moft unaccountable annpathy took
pofieffion of the Conde’s mind ; he en-
deaveured, though in vain, to conquer
this momentary impulfe; all his at-
tempts were repulfed with double vio-
lence; for his heart told him, that he
could never be infpired with friendfhip
for the obje before him. *

By hearing one of the courtiers ad-
drefs this nobleman he at length became
acquainted with his title. He was the. -
Marques Diego di Badajos. The greater
part of his extenfive family eftate was
fituated “at the northern extremity of
Eftramadura; where a vaft circle of
tremendous mountains forms the valley
of Vatuegas, On the fummjt of one of

(7] thofe
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thofe frowning precipices that overlook
the plain, ftands the ftrong foitified Caf-
tilio di Badajos, commanding a moft
extenfive view of the kingdom of Leon,
0ld and New Caftile, and Eftramadura,

Ere Rimualdo quitted the lévee, he
had a fecond conference with the King,
who then renewed his former promifes
of favour, defiring, moreover, that the .
Condé would attend him in private the:
enfuing morning.

Rimualdo received numerous vifits
during the day; nor did he hefitate to
introduce Cefario as the chofen friend of
his heart. The evening was inviting, and
they ftrolled to the public walks on the
banks of the Tagus. The Cond¢ and his
friend attracted the general gaze; their
. elegant perfons were the admiration of
the fcmalf crowd, and the envy of their
own fex. Each was.endowed by Nature
with a natural dignity of deportment
each pofleffed a proper degree of innate

‘pride;
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pride, yet it bore no refemblance to
haughtinefs 5 it was the noble pride of
- confcious virtue, which ought to animate
the breaft of every individual.

Rimualdo had particularly noticed a
Senor fome paces before them, who re-
‘ceived the falutations of every oneas he
paffed, cthough he feldom paid attention
hintfelf to thefe marks of refpect.

The Cond€ was defirous of beholding
the countenance of this ftranger: he
quiclkened his pace, and fhortly after
paflecd him. Rimualdo gave a fide
glance, when he immediately recognized
+ the impreflive features of ‘the Marques
di Badajos ; he appeared in the act of
deepeft ‘meditation ; his eyes were bent
“to the earth; and his ample cloak com-
‘-plete]y mantled his tall figure: he was-
fo xntcnt]y occupied as not to ‘perceive
the Conde, who proceeded onward withs
a quick ftep. 5

: G L The



128 RIMUALDO 3

The dcc]ining fun now threw its laft
bright tinge on the unruffled- waters,
and gilded with faffron glow the fpread-
ing foliage that on either fide fhaded .
the delightful walk. The Condé and
Cefario had now gained the extremity of
the promenade, which was little fre-
quented by the company. . They entered
an alcove, and’ feating themfelves,een-
joyed the landfcape that fpread its ver=
dant face on every fide

The oppofite thore was variegated
whhnmgmﬁmntvmaaandmeaQMnMg
land was formed into the moft delightful -
gardens. In the back-ground appeared:
the fpiral {fummits of monafteries, and
the diftance termintaed with the Toledo
hills, whofe femicircular form produced
" a fingular effet from -the light and.
thade, which alternately ftruck upon -
each ' acclivity. . To the right a wide
plain extended icfelf, which bore on

ever
Z ¥
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every fide an appearance of richnefs
and excellent culuvation ; it was veined
as far as the eye could perceive with the
widening courle of the ferpentine ftream,
To the left, the fight was gratified with
the gay affemblage of perfons that pa-
raded in the public walks. Numerous
gilt barges, with filk awnings of various
cologrs and floating ftreamers, moved
upon the fmooth furface of the chryftal
_decp, from which the duleet founds of
_mufic fweetly 1fived: fometimes the
fwelling breeze bore on its bofom the
full tone of moft enchanting. harmony !
now it funk again in the diftance, and
- the fainteft founds broke on the fere-
nity of evening. Behind this moving
group rofe Toledo’s lofty ramparts,
which then receiving the fun’s warm
tints produced the richeft effect, The
evening air was refrefhing; for no
longer receiving the ardent heat, it ex-
: G 5= haled
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halega pleafant coolnefs from the bofom
of the fiream. ‘

- Occupied in the contemplation of this
rich affemblage of beauties, the Conde
remained unconfcious of  approaching
footfteps, till Cefario roufed him. Ri-
mualdo raifed his eyes, they inftantly
met the figure of the Marques di Ba-

dajos.. He continued in the fame pen-

five mood; his ftep was flow and folemn ;

fometimes he would paufe for an in-

ftant, and raifing his hand which was

concealed. in the folds of his drapery,

would hide his face ; the action was but

momentary; his arm would immediately

fall, and he would then move forwards

in the fame deliberate pace.

His fteps now inclined towards the
bower, in which was Rimualdo and his
friend. The Condé rofe from the feat,
and taidng Cefario’s arm, quitted the
alcove, This circumftance roufed the

Marques

« v
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Marques from his thouhtful mood.
He raifed his head ; the moft dreadful
eonfli€t was apparent in bis countenance
fire fhot from his eye; his brows were
knit, and his whole vifage was mantled
with 2 lowering gloom. He fixed his
gaze on the Condé’s perfon, who re-
 fpectfully bowed: the Marques returned
this attention by a flight inclination of
the head. Suddenly he ftarted back
fome paces, in the a&ion of amazement.
Rimualdo and his friend witneffed this
extraordinary motion, but proceeded
‘onward as if it had efcaped ;heu‘ no-
tice.

When they were at fome diftance
from the fpct, Celario turning his head,
beheld the Marques in the fame afio-
‘nifhed pofition ; his eyes eagerly tracing
their fteps.

<« That is the Grandee,” faid Rimu-
aldo, addreffing his friend, ¢¢ whofe aps-
. pearance operated fo ftrangely on my

: 66 > < feclings
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¢ feelings when at the levee this morn-
“¢ing: fomething terrible muft prey
¢ ypon his mind. Did you remark his
<¢ features, Cefario, and the herrible
¢ glare of his eyes? fure his foul muft
«¢ be the {cene of the moft violent paf=
«¢ fions !'—It may be thought a weak-
¢ nefs, but I really dread his prefence.”
« Iy replied Cefario, ¢ he be thus
«¢ morofe, even in this public {pot, what
c¢ muft be his manners when he enjoys
< full liberty of action? What fenfa-
<« tions muft he experience at the filent
«hour of night? Oh, Senor! your
s emotions do not aftonifh me ; for, on
< beholding the Marques, I felt a fecret
s¢ horror : kny blood recoiled ; and the
¢ mere recollection now fills my bofom
< with the moft unaccountable dread!
¢ *Tisnot vircue, fure, that kindles Tuch-
s fenfations as we mutually experience ?
¢ The guilty mind: alone feels repug-
s¢ nance at behqlding the virtuous cha-
: & raer ;
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« ratter; and it is the convi&ion of his
« fuperiority that alone excites hatrcd
s¢ and difguft.”’

¢ True, Cefario,” returned the Condc,
s weare not verfed in fin; virtue therefore
¢« would never kindle in us fenfations of
s¢ dread. I.fear indeed the paft a@tions of
«¢ the Marques would not bear fcrutiny !
«« Byt whatfoever may have been his
s faults, I truft they will efcape detec-
« gion.. The infliction of mortal punifh-
< meat cannot equal the goading fting
« of a guilty confcience and the conti-
« nual dread of one day ftanding in the
« prefence of an infallible and all-feeing
¢ Divinity.”

The Conde recramed his hotel. He .

converfed with “his friend during the
refidue of the evening, every moment
tendsd to heighten his admiration
* for the youth Cefario: and when they
parted for the night, Rimualdo felc more
fatisfied than ever with the adoption he

\

9 had.
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had made. * The youth on his fide ex-
perieniced all thofe ecftatic feeling which
fpring from gratitude and a friendfhip
the moft refined. e £

- The Condé repaired the enfuing morn-
ing to the palace of the Spanifh Mo«
narch, who gave hima private audience ;
and the King, after an hour’s converfa-
tion, alotted him a poft near hisecown
perfon; it was not a place of emolu-
ment, but an honorable fituation, which
fully evinced the peculiar attachment of
the Sovereign to Rimualdo’s family.
He likewife received a ftation in the
King’s body guard ; which was com-
pofed of young ‘noblemen, who were
particularly nominated by the King.

‘In the courfe of a few days, Rimu-
aldo gained the efteem of thofe young
men with whom his ftation compelled;
him to affociate, But the Conde’s ho-
norable employment near his Sovereign
procured him the moft marked refpeét.

. He
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He was, indecd, regarded by all as a
rifing favourite ; nor could the mofk
malicious deny his excellent qualifica.
tions. ? :

The duty of the King’s guard merely
required his attendance one day in the
week ; as to the other poft, it-might be
deemed but a nominal one. Thus Ri-
mueldo had fufficient leifure to improve
his mind, and make his obfervations on
mankind in general. ~ He imparted

. every thought to Cefarios who read with

avidity the moft enlightened authors,
profiting by their maxims, and thus
cultivating that prolific mind which
nature had been fo lavith in the forma-
tion of. :

The Conde did not fail to difpatch a
packet to the Marques his father; where-
in he gave an exa& detail of every cir~ '
cumftance that had occurred fince his
arrival - atc Court; he likewile ' made

S fome
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fome flight mention of Cefario, without
however, acquainting him with the man-
ner of his difcovering the youth, or the
eminent danger to which he had been
expofed during his journey.

The King was particularly partial to
the chace, and a noble hunt was fhortly
to take place; the greateft preparations
were made for the occafion by all “the
nobles of the Court. The Monarch
and his fuit were to proceed to Placentia,
and enjoy the recreation in the extenfive
forefts of Eftramadura.

The Conde would fain have had Cefa-
rio in his company»g but this was im-
practicable ; for thofe nobles who attend-
ed, were chofen by the King himfelf.
Each was allowed’ no othcr _than his
grooms, and a particular attendant. Thus
Rimualdo could not degrade his adopred
friend, by fubjeéting him to aflociate
with his menial domd‘ucs 5 which muft

¢ have
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have been the cafe, had hc accompamed
the Conde.

‘The appointed morning at length
arrived ; and the numerous cavalcade
affembled in the court-yard of the palace
at an early hour to attend their Sove-
reign. ;
leualdo, after prefling Cefario te
his bofom, fhortly after joined the gay
throng.

The King foon appeared, and mount-
ing his richly caparifoned horfe, the
noble troop, which rather bore the.ap-"
pearance of a fplendid proceffion, wotind
through the ftreets of Toledo, which
were crowded on every fide; and tra-
verfing the drawbridge, gamed at length
the pubhc road.

Rimualdo was ‘particularly occupied
‘during fome time in obferving whether
the Marques di Badajos made one of
the fuic. He felt a fecret fapisfaction at

not
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not trac-in-é him among the grandees,
who rode neareft to the King’s perfon
but to be more fully convinced of the
truth of bis non-attendance, he made
inquiries 5 by which he learnt that the
Marqdes had been nominated, as ufuoal,
to artend, but begged to be excufed, |
alleging indifpofition as the caufe.

A
They arrived at Placentia on the eve
of the following day ; and the enfuing
morning, at a very eatly hour, the hunt
was to commence ; which it was meant
thould continue during three days.,

They had travelled at fuch an eafy
pace, and Rimualdo was, befides, fo
inured to exercife, that he did not feel
the fmallet inconvenience from the
journey. Theinviting breezes ofceven-
ing prompted him to take a’folitary
ramble. He quitted the town, and bent
his fteps tawards the foreft, which was

e 0
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to be the fcene of amufement on the
enfuing days. !

The Conde entered the extenfive
wood, where he beheld the timid deer;
they fled afirighted at his approach, as
if confcious of the flaughter which
would fo fhortly acerue to their harmlefs
race.

A fenfation of pity thrilled Rimualdo’s
foul. « Ah, why I’ faid he mentally,
¢ wherefore . fhould man— creation’s
“ nobleft work! find paftime in the
¢ deftra&ion of animals, whofe natural
“ timidity fhould deter us from the
« commifficn of fuch detefted barbarity ?
“ Why run the panting creature down ?
* why exult in its agonizing fears, which
¢ we alone are the caufe of, and which
¢ burft the palpitating heart of the help-
s lefs animal ? Can fuch be the delights
‘¢ of comprehenfive man ? are thefe the
¢ pleafures of the philofophic and rea<

"« fonable
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¢ fonable' part of creation.——If the
¢ creature muft die to.feed our luxuri-
‘¢ ous appetites, why not cut the thread
< of exiftence at one fell blow, and put
< a fpeedy termination to its mifery,
< not thus premeditately fubjeét it to
< the infliction of a lingering death.

-

-

¢ Ts there an individual whofe bgeaft
will not glow with indignation at be-
holding the feeble frame of a refiftle(s
infant, expofed to the cruel barbarity
of a mercilefs ruffian; yet, thofe who
would feel fo poignantly for the hu-
‘man race, will torture, for dxverﬁon,A
this inoffenfive part of the creation.
¢ Though the brute fpecies are fub-
s¢ jected to man, it was not heaven’s
<< ordinance that he fhould infli& on
¢ them a lingering death. No ! cruelty
is the offspring of guilty contumacy ;
¢ Pity dwells ‘above: and he who
y {’cnﬁly adheres to its” divine dx&ates
on

<

-
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¢ on earth, refembles moft his all mer=
< ciful Creator.”” %

' The 'Conde advanced into the
gloomieft recefles of the foreft: his mind
was {o inteatly occupied in meditation,

‘that he became unconfcious of the ex-

tent of ground he had traverfed, and of
the grey mift of twilight that juft began
to obfcure the azure cheek of evening.
Rimualdo’s attention was at length
roufed at hearmo the found of voices at
no great diftance: he pauled awhile,
when he diftin@tly heard the approach
of footfteps. The recolledtion of the
danger to which he had fo lately been

| expofed, made him guarded in his con-

duét; and he immediately fecreted him-
felf behind the thicket that (kirted one
-fide of the path.

Now the (ound approached ; and by
the variation in the tones of voices, it
appeared that the fubjeét on’ which the

unknown
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unknown perfons converfed;, muft be of
fome importance ; jre't it was impofiible
to diftinguith anything ‘but detached
words ; the ftrangers prefently advanced
along the avenue, and paffed juft op-
pofite to the {pot where Rimualdo ftood |
concealed; whofe aftonifhment cannot
eafily be conceived, when he beheld, in
one of the ftrangers, the perfon of the
Marques di Badajos. He was habited
in a plain travelling drefs, and his beaver
apparently intentionally flouched over
his countenance ; from his general ap-
pearance he feemed to have journeyed
with the greateft expedition, the perfon
t0 whom his converfation was addreffed
wore the veftments of a monk; they
proceeded but a few paces farther, and

o

then paufed.

Having fpoke for fome minutes in a :
whifper, the Marques placed a purfe in
the ftranger’s hand, which he fervently

prefied at the fame time.
¢ Remem-
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« Remember!”’ exclaimed the Marques

aloud, as he rclmqulihcd the monk’s
hand.

¢ 1 fhall be -circumfpe_&; you may
¢t depend upon me;”’ was the anfwer.

The monk was retiring into the foreft,
when the Marques hailed him by the
name® of Sebaftiano s he’ terned: round
on the inftant.

The Marqtes immediately throwing
back his cloak, partly unfheathed his
rapier, and muttered fome words, but in
fo low a tone that it” was impoflible to
underftand thew ; he - then replaced
the fword within the fcabbard.

I comprehend you; my-lord ; and if
¢ it fhould be neceffary, you may. con-
“ ceive it as already done.”

Having pronounced thofe words in

_an emphatic manner, Sebaftiano, with
* aaquick
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a quick ftep, entered the thicket and im-
mediately difappeared.

The Marques, apparently loft in
thought, advanced fome paces along the
path; be ftopped nearly oppofite the
place where the Cond¢ had fecreted
himfelf, ‘

<« Jtis well: T may, fhould it prove
<¢ neceflary, conceive it done;” here
the Marques’ paufed for an inftant,
e And fo it were beft ; it is a debt due
<t to my injured honour.”

The Marques inftantly darted for-
wards, and was foon loft in the windings
, of the avenue. d :

The Condé emerged from the thicket,
and took the path which led back to
Placentia ; he prefently heard the found
of horfes feet, the echo foon became
fainter, and at length died away.

A thou-
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A thoufand conjettures on the paft

" occurrence took poffeffion of Rimualdo’s

mind ; they all tended 1o vilify the cha-
rater of the Marques di Badajos.

¢ No,” faid the Conde, <« my
< thoughts were not fallacious’; my
< antipathy was not ill-grounded ; for I
¢ am now internally convinced that he
¢ isea villain.”

On the Conde’s return to Placentia
he found that the Marques had not ap-
peared there, for, when he purpofely
made fome trivial inquiry on that head,
he was informed, as before, that the
Marques was indifpofed, and confined
to his hotel at Toledo; neither was ic
his intention to follow the king, fhould
he even experience an amendment in his
health, as he had ftate bufinefs of im-
portance to tranfact. %

Rimualdo cautioufly kept filence re-
fpecting the circumftance which he had
witnefled in the foreff. — °

VOL. I, H At
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At dawn, the enfuing day, the king
and his numerous retinue were eqmpped
for the chafe. Every avenue of the
foreft rung with the clear dulcit echo of
the bugle horn; the tall fleck greyhounds
briftled their ears at the well known
found, and bounding round the huntf-
men, ftrove to difencumber their necks
from the gilc chains that deprived=them
of liberty.

' The affrighted deer fled in troops to
the remoteft parts of the wood ; one was
however fingled from the reft; the yelp-
ing hounds with eager eyes beheld their
future prey ; the word was given, and
they were liberated in an inftant,  They
fearcely feemed to bruth the dew fpangled
turf; but, born on the winged winds,
fwept [wiftly through the foreft’s inzricate
mazes.

Through neceflity, and not c;hoice,v
Rimualdo was: compelled to make one
amidft



A ROMANCE. T47

amid(t che purfuing throng; but how
remote was pleafure from the fenfations
of his bofom. It was not merely his
difguft for the chace that now pervaded -
his foul; the condu& of the Marques
preyed upon his mind ; for he thought
fome deed of villany was to be perpe-
rrated, and internally execrated that
nobl®man’s power, which fo abfolutely
compelled him to remain filent on the
fubject ; for Rimualdo was well aware
that the ftory would not be believed,
fthould he relate the occurrence of the
preceding night: and even fuppofe the
Marques had not taken ‘meafures to
conceal his journey from Toledo, he
had pothing to adduce but {furmife ; and
although, in his idea, that amounted to
a conyiction of fome dark deed being
on the eve of perpetration, the world
~ would look upon it but asa bale ca-
lumny. Thus hewould become the ob-
je& of eternal difgrace ar *Court, and
H 2 fubject
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fubject himfelf to the dire vengearce of
the man he had accufed.

The chafe continued till evening,:
when the fatigued riders and panting
dogs ftood equally in need of reft; the
troop. flowly rerurned towards Pla-
centia,

Immerfed in thought the Condeé gave
his horfe the rein, and the whole calval-
cade paffing him by degrees, he was
foon left to indulge his meditations in
private. He paid no attention to the
route, but fuffered himfclf to be carried
whither the horfe chofe to bear him.

The heat into which Rimualdo had
been thrown by the hard exercife of the
day, at length fubfided; and he was
" roufed from his ftupor by a chilly @amp
that firuck his whole frame. Having
thrown his mantle around his perfon, he
became aftopifhied at finding that he was

S entirely
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entirely alone ; he liftened in the hope of
catching the found of the retiring troop,
but in vain; the evening was calm, and
the fighingbreezes, which fearcely waved
the. tender fprays, alone broke upon the
Conde’s ear.

- For fome time Rimualdo continued
along the path, undecided in the track he
fhould purfue; the avenue terminated in
an extenfive opening, Immediately in
the fore ground rofe a lofty mountain,
whofe rugged fides were cloathed with
heath, and dark pine, “and firs; its bafe
was fkirted, on every fide, by the lofty
foreft from which he had juft emerged.

The Cendé paufed awhile, and then
turned to perceive if any path branched
off to the left of the mountain ; in which
direction he conjettured Placentia muft
lay. . While he was thus occupicd, the
diftant toll of a bell beat the feventh
bour. .

H 3 i « Good
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« Good heavens!” faid Rimualdo
aloud, ¢ it is full three hours fince the
¢ hounds were called ip, and the chafe
< broke up; whither can I have wan-
¢ dered during the time that has inter-
« vened.”

As he concluded this ejaculation, he
again heard the tinkling of a bell ;; but
it was riot the fame that firuck the hour,
for the found apparently iffued from the
fide of the mountain, andf feemed at no
great diftance from the fpot where he
then was. The Condé wound round
the bafe of the acclivity, on. whofe lofty
fummit he foon defcried the gloomy
turrets of a ftron. Caftilio; and after
advancing a few paces further, he beheld
the fretted point of a {pire, that appgared
above the dark foliage ; it rofe but a
thort way up the afcent of the moun-
tain,

5

Rimualdo
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Rimualdo now beheld a narrow path,
which, from its dire@ion, feemed to
condut towards the building; thither
he bent his courfe, not doubting but he
fhould there find fome perfon that could
direct him the road to Placentia,

The bell again chimed;, when the
Cond€ became fully convinced that he
had not erred, for every ftep brought
him nearer to the {ound.

Rimualdo at length gained the build-
ing; it was a fmall chapel which ftill re-
tained fome veftiges of former beauty ;
bur the cafements were fhattered, the
roof had partly given way, the folding
portal had been torn from its hinges, and
everything within bore the marks of
defolation.

The Conde looked around, but per-
ceived no human figure ; convinced
however, from the knell he had heard,

H 4 that
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that fome pcrfon muft inhabit near the
fpot, he proceeded along the path, and
after winding round a proje&ion of the
‘mountain, he beheld a lofty cell before
him ; withio the recefs, a figure, in-mo-
naftic attire, was in the aét of pious de-
votion ; round the entrance of the cave
kaelt feveral pcaf'ants, of both fexes, all
intently occupied in telling their béfads.

Unwilling to difturb their meditations,
the Cond. ftopped his horfe, and con-
templated the interefting fcene before
him. The fight was highly gratifying
to a youth of” leualdo s turn of mind ;
it raifed fuch real emotions of picty in
his bofom, that he could have willingly
koelt and mingled his orifons with the
lowly objeés before him.

The monk, at length, arofe from the
altar, which was fimply adorned with a
black crucifix; he turned, and elevating
his hands with feeming devotion, be-

ftowed
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ftowed a5 benediction on his prof’crate
auditors.”

The Condé fcarcely credited his
fight; again he fized his eyes upon the
object of his aftonifhment; but it was
no delufion; for, in the monk, Ri-
mualdo beheld the perfon of Sebaftiano,
whom he had feen' the preceding night
fo ‘myfterioufly converfing with the
Marques di Badajos. When the Condé
recovered from his furprife, the monk
had difappeared, and the peafants had
quitted the mouth of the cell.

The Condé fpurred his horfe, and ad-
vancing along the path, foon overtook
one of the countrymen, to whom he
immediately addreffed himf{elf.

< Tell me, friend, I befeech you, who
¢ js that monk before whofe cell you
¢« have juft been offering up your even-
£ ing prayer.”

HC Lide ¢ Dear
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st Dear heart, Senor,” returned the
peafant, eyeing the Condé with a look
of aftonithment,  can you bea ftranger
¢ to the pious father Benito; we who
< live near this {pot’ believed that his
s¢ fame was fpread everywhere.”

<c Benito!”” exclaimed the Condg,
with fome degree of furprife; « furely
*< you miftake, friend ; his name is:Se-
< baftiano.”

< Well, Senor; with all my heart,
¢ be it Sebaftiano if you think fit; I
s¢ fhall, notwithftanding, perfift in call-
« ing him Benito; for fuch hath been
« his name thefe feventeen years and
¢ ypwards,” g

Rimualdo finding it neceffary to wave
the point, replied, ¢ If what you fay is
s true, I muft be miftaken ; be kind
< enough to relate what you know of
¢ this pious man.”

A o £ Why:
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-« WWhy, that I can do in few words,

_ ¢ Senor; all I'know fis this: after the
¢¢ deceafe of our excellent young miftrefs
<¢ the Marques’s wife”

_ < What Marques,” haftily reiterated
the Conde.

< You fhall know all in good time,
« Senor, if you will but let me tell the
¢ ftory after my own fafhion: after the
e dear Marquefa’s death, as 1 faid be-
«_fore, the chapel which you muft have
« paffed but now, was totally neglected s
¢« and a dreadful thunder ftorm, which
¢ happened a few weeks after the fad
« event, put an end to all'prayers being
« offered there for the futtre 5 a dread-
« ful flath of lighting ftruck the roof,
¢« and, damaged the walls in many parts.
« Ah! Senor, it wrings my heart when-
« ever I pafs that way ; for I faw it in
« its perfet Rate ; it was then the Mar-

‘¢ quefa’s conftant evening’walk from
HG6 < the
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the Caftilio.  Alas! poor young
lady ! well, no one knows his ap-
pointed time; but | am fure her death
was lictle expe@ed.”

The Condeé was on the rack to hear

the fequel of the ftory, but did not dare
- break the thread of the peafant’s refle@-
ions.

-
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« Wcll, Senor, to return to my re-
lation ; a few days after the complete
deftruétion of the chapel by the pity-
lefs ftorm, this pious father Benito ap-
peared among us ; no one knows who
or what he is5 a reporc was fpread at
the time, and moft of our peafants
ftill believeit, that he defcended from
heaven in that fame tcmpcﬂuous
night, and has taken man’s form to
fave our fouls by his holy prayers.
we know not how he lives, as he was -
never known to purchafe foed or beg
any at the: neighbouring village;
¢¢ what -
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what adds to the belief of his coming
from above is, that he is frequently
« heard at the dead of night chanting
holy orifons in fuch a tender voice,

as never came from the lips of a
mortal.

({

a

-
-

~
~

¢« The Marques di Badajoé, who is
lord of all this cerritory”

-

The Conde, on hearing the well known
name of that nob!cman, was on the
point of interrupting the narration, but
checked the momentary impuife.

<« Soon gained a knowledge of this
‘¢ holy man’s arrival ; by his orders that
«¢ cell was formed in the mountain ;
there is likewife an inner cave, where
no one has ever entered except the
holy father himfelf, that was alfo dug

‘¢ for his accommodation. The Mar-
(43

({3

(14

-
-

-~

¢ ways revered the good monk Benito,
¢ and eyen demeaned himfelf o far as
(13 to

”

ques, notwithftanding his pride, al- °
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to vifit the cell. But the Caftilio
di Bajados, which ftands on this
mountain, and was then the chief re-
fidence of the Marques’s houfeheld,
was negle&ted fome fix months after
the Marquefa’s deceale ; for the Mar-
ques himfelf quitted it, and repaired
to court, where he has been ever
fince employed by the king on ftate

affairs.
« Ah! Senor, we feverely felt thc»

lofs of our good young mifirefs; but:.
as for the Marques, his abfence has
never been regrerted.  There are bur
few domeftics left in the Caftilio ; and:
all of them, except Mendo, the furly
fteward, envy the pooreft peafant’s

- habitation; for the building is fo

large, and its appearance {o gloomy,
that they are often frightened to dcath
at their own fhadows.” :
« Is the voice of which you fpoke
often knowncto iffue from the cell 2”

s Yes,
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 Yes, Senor; every nigl;t, according
¢ to report: but we are' fearful of ap-
¢ proaching too near the holy fpot at
¢« midnight. Befides, it has been fo
¢ often heard by the villagers, tha it is

¢ now no longer a matter of wonder
¢ with us.” ,

Rimualdo having acquired all the
intelligence he thought neceffary, libe-
rally rewarded the peafant for his pains ;
and having gained proper information
as to the route he thould take, proceeded
with all the fpeed his jaded horfe would
admit .towards Placentia; which was
feveral miles diftant, and where he did
not arrive till paft midnight.
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He lay reftlefs during the night, revolv-
ing in his mind the occurrences of the
day, fully determined to quit the chafe
the enfuing evening, and proceed to the
vicinity of the cave, whlther, at midnight,
he purpofed repairing to hear the foﬁ:

. ftrains of which the peafant had fo mar-
veloufly [poken. Sointently was Rimualdo
occepied with thofe ideas, that the firft
grey light of morning had dawned above
the weftern horizon, ere heavy winged
Morpheus diftilled over his fenfes fleep’s
all reftoring balm. YetSomnus was bufy
in his dreams, filling the Condé’s wander-
ing imagination with the reprefentation
of thofe earthly fcenes, which waking had
occurred, filling his mind with doubt
and amazement._

Though Rimualdo had been the laft
to clofe his eyes, yet was he among the
_firlt to join his fovereign at thc hunt
the followmcr morning.

>

g The
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The court being foon aflembled, the
fignal was given, and the troop moved
forward towards the fore. What a
glorious landfcape prefented itfelf on
every fide, to enchant the aftonifhed
gazer’s fight.

The yellow mained god of day, La-
tona’s glorious fon, juft foaring frorn the
“foam- fpangled furface of the brmv deep,
darted wide his glittering beams, fpread-
ingover Nature’s expanded fcene a golden
hght refulgent. The fowers that, chilled
by night’s damp air, had fhrunk and
dropped their heads, foon felt the heat
divine ; for-they expanded their varie-
gated beauties to the ravifhed eye, while
their rich perfumes, born on the wings
of gentle zephyr, wide diffufe an odor-
iferous fcent, ¢

 The foaring lark loud rings his morn-
ing hymn of pralfe, ﬂu:termg 1n mid air,
and

(7
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and the lefs elevated chant of the melo-
dious feathered troop echoed from every
tree.  The peaceful lamb cropped the
verdure, {pangled with dew tranflucent ;
while their ruftic guardian tuned his
paftoral pipe, to fing the beauties of the
village fair one, or rehear(e fome plain-
tive ballad in memory of the pining
youth, who vainly fighed his love to the
fcornful maid he adored,

As ftretch’d beneath th’embow’ring fhade,
I heard a plaintive ftrain,

It iffued from the fun gile glade,
Aund breath’d fome fhepherd’s pain.

It told the anguifh of his heart;
It fpoke a love refin’d,

For Guzman yet ador’d the fmart
Tho’ Martha proved unkind.

B}
2

Hard
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The verdant {od now rears its head,
Beneath the fpreading yew ;

It marks poor Guzman’s dampy bed,
Guzman alas! too true.

The village maidens, as they pafs,
Soft tears in pity fhed,

With flowersthe youths bedeck the grafs
That waves o’er Guzman’s head.

Now cruel Martha'loudly cries,
Moaning the youth’s fad doom,

O’er hills and meadows vainly flies,
And feeks the foreft’s gloom.

Ah ! wretched maid, relentlefs fair,
He ne’er will hear thee more,

Thy moans but echo through the air,
Naught can the youth reftore.

Martha
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Martha a willow wreath has wore,
Which her fair brow entwines, >

With frenzied note the fings her love,
In thefe fad plaintive lines :

«¢ O’r hills I rove
* To meet my love,
¢ But no love can I find:
¢ Through woods I firay,
‘¢ The live Iong day,
¢ With fighs I fwell the wind;
¢¢ T cry for. Guzman, lovely fwain,
¢ Guzman is echo’d back again.

¢ Why flies my dear
¢ Through forefts drear;
“ Why quit his foul’s delight,
_ < *Tis Martha fighs,
¢ "Tis Martha dies,
¢ If long thou fhun’R her fight,
¢ Oh! ftay, my Guzman, lovely fwain !
¢ Hark no, ’tis th’ echy of his name.”’

But
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But now I heard a rueful {cream,
Towards the flood I flew, g
When floating on the liquid Rream,

Fair Martha’s form I view.

All hope is fled, no vital glow -
Now warms her pallid clay ;

No more the crimfon fiream will fow,
For life has ebb’d away.

Fair maid adieu, thou foon fhalt reft
A mate befide thy dove;

A pride too fatal, fwell’d thy breaft,
Guzman’s felt naught but love.

Now the green liveried huntfmen
wound their echoing bugles ; fometimes
the louder notes fwelled upon the
breeze, forming the moft enchanting
harmony ; fometimes the mellow found,

floating
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floating in the diftance, gradually de-
creafed and trembling died away. In-
ftantaneoufly a brifk air was again heard,
and the full clear found made the foreft
ring with the jocund ftrain.

In liftening filence the furrounding
dogs inftin&ively await the well known
call ; nor is the mettled hunter uncon-
fcious of the found.

The fhrill blat is wound from every
horn ; the hounds yelp; it is to the ftag
the dreadful howl of death: each rider
with difficulty ftays the impetuofity of
his fiery fteed, that, neighing, grinds the
polifhed bit, and with his hoofs fpurns
the echoing ground.

The chafe now began, when fwift as
wizziig arrows fhot from the bows of
Africa’s dark children, or pointed jave-
lines hurled from the nerved arms of a
chofen legion of Roman ‘youths, the
lank ftretched greyhound fcoured along

V0L T T the
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the plain, nor with his flender feet feemed
to ftrike the foil. The full blooded
courfer impetuous purfues the dogs;
naught ftays his rapid fpeed; with con-
tempt he eyes each broad moat or lofty.
barrier that rifes to obftruct his courfe ;
indignantly he fpurns the earth, and like
the winged Pegafus clears every ob-
ftacle. !

" The Condé rode near the perfon of
the King, and the chace continued for
feveral hours; Rimualdo’s horfe and that
of his Sovereign were foremarkably fleet,
that they at length left the whole troop
far behind them ; every moment the
found of the horns became lefs diftinct.

. Suddenly the King’s horfe ftumbled 5
Rimualdo, whofe attention® was fized on
the perfon of his Savereign, faw the im-
‘minent danger to which the violent fhock
had expofed him, andat the rifk of his own

life boldly threw himfelf from the fad-
dle,



)

A ROMANCE, 71

dle, while his hunter was at full fpeed,
and flying to the King’s affitance, who,
unable to keep his feat, had juft fallen
to the earth, one foot being ftill entangled
in the ftirrup; he feized the bridle of the
affrighted fteed, and checked him, juft
time enough to fave the Monarch’s life,
who muft have otherwife inevitably pe-
rithed.

- The King had received a large gath
on his forehead by the fall, which bled
plentifully; and a contufion on the arm,
occafioned by a blow from the horfe’s
hoof ; but, unmindful of thefe hurts, he
was folely occupied in lavifhing the moft
grateful thanks on his gallant preferver.

The Condé affifted the King to rife,
and placing him on his own hotfe, which
had not firayed far from the fpot, led
the way towards the troop, the found of
whofe approach gained every moment
on the ear. ok

12 They
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They were foon joined by the nobi-
lity ; who- flocked around their Sove-
reign, anxious to learn the unfortunate
event which had befallen him.

The King bade Rimualdo relate the
accident. The Condé obeyed. Bur,
during the recital, never mentioned the
part he had fo boldly taken to faye his
Sovereign’s life.

~But the Spanith Monarch, far from

fuffering his conduét to remain unknown,
. related himfelf his gallant behaviour;
and then prefenred him to all the nobles
prefent as a pattern of -true courage
and nobility. ;

Every one congratulated the King,
and lavithed encomiums on the Condeé:
not doubting, at the fame time, but it
- would firmly root him in the Monarch’s
good opinion, and tend to his rapid
attainment of Court fayors.

The
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The hounds were foon called in,
when the whole "cavalcade took the
route to Placentia: the King did not
fuffer Rimualdo from his fight, who
rode at his right hand till their arrival

at the palace; when the Conde thortly
after took his leave.

Noththﬁandmo the da,norer to which
the Kmo had been expofed, he notified to
his courtiers, on their way to Placentia,
his determination of continuing the hunt
the following day, as he had before in-
tended; when one of his attendants ven-"
tured to remark, That a {econd acci-
¢ dent might unluckily occur.”

¢ No!” replied the King, with a
{mile, at the fame time fixing his eyes
on the Condé; ¢ while we have fuch
¢ an attendant as this in our fuite, we

< may fafely expofe our perfon to any
¢ danger !”

L3 Soon



174 {RIMUALDO 3

Soon after the Conde had regained
his hotel, he received an official paper,
by which he was nomirated to a higher
fituation near the King’s perfon: it was
alfo accompanied with a letter, dictated
by the King and bearing his fignature;
which, after exprefling in the moft flats
tering terms the high opinion he had
conceived for Rimualdc’s charaéler,
concluded “with informing him, that
“on the return of the Court to Toledo,
he fhould be publicly invefted with
fome badge of his Sovereign’s favor;
‘to which his condu& had fo juftly en-
titled him.

- Thefe events, which had occurred in
_ fo fhorta fpace, and were likely to prove
fo beneficial to the Cond¢, made but a
flight impreffion on his mind; forthe
.recollection of the hermitage in the
foreft foon recurred to his fancy.

Rimualdo
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Rimualdo having ordered one of his
fleeteft horfes to be faddled, was quickly

remounted, and on his way to the cave.

As he gained the wood, the {un be-
came obfcured, and murky clouds, in
every dire&ion, veiled the clear cheek of
evemng. The Conde faw the 1mpend-
ing ftorm, and.felt how neceffary it was
for hlm to proceed forward with the
utmoft alacrity. Rimualdo’s intention
was to repair immediately to the ruined
chapel ; the interior of which would at
the fame time afford him fhelter from”
. the inclemency of the weather, and a
place of concealment till the hour of

midaight.

Ere long the rain began to fall in
large drops ; the lofty trees waved their
dark fummits agaitated, by the ftrong
gufts of wind, i remote found it
awful thunder broke upon ‘the Cond®’s

1.4 ° €ar.
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ear. The ftorm was yet at a confider-
able diftance ; and though Rimualdo fele
the rain, it did not fall as yet fo plente-
oufly as to impede his courfe; and he
gained the chapel without feeling any
particular ill effe@s from the threatening
elements.

The Cond¢ was occupied in fixing
his horfe beneath a fhelter, when the
clock of the Caftilio di Badajos ftruck
the eleventh hour. Seating himfe!f on
a fragment of the ruins, Rimualdo deter-
cmined to remain there till midnight,
and then repair to the cell of the myfte-
rious monk Sebaftiano. /

During this period the Conde’s mind
was far from being occupied in recur-
ring to any fublunary ideas; for the
tremendous fcene that almoft infian--

- taneoufly prefented itfelf, afforded a fub-
Je& far more fublime to the contempla-

tive mind.
One
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" One fable cloak o’erfpread heaven’s
countlefs luminaries ; -the impetuous
winds, blowing in every direction, bat-
tled in mid air, forming a found, dread-
ful as the roaring of a tempeftuous fea;
the rain fpouted from above, ftill adding
to the confufed din; faky ]10htmn°'
emblazoned night’s ebon robe ; and the
wavipg clouds, burfling, produced the
moft awful  explofions !—Such were the
fublimely terrific objeéts that met at
‘once the wondering Conde’s regard, and
fuch the confufion ¢f founds’that ftruck
his attentive ear. :

*Twas in attempting to form an ade-
quate idea of that O mnipotent who fvs{ays
the univerfe, that the Cond€’s brain
-was wholly 6ccupied: tut ‘haw futile
prove all mortal contemplations onafub-
je@ boundlefs | We wing our courfe into
the regions of prolific fancy—-lhe brain
becomes fired, and then we foar bevond
ourfelves, : R

oA Phieton,
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Phieton, *tis faid, dearly bought his
experience: but how much dearer do

‘we pay for our prefumption. ‘Death

was the punifhment of his rafh temerity ;
but whenever we attempt the flight, a
full demonftration of our littlenefs and
‘total incapacity affails us: athamed, we
fhrink within ourfelves; and what we
efteem the conceptions of our imnfortal
part, are loft in the contemplation of an

. unfearchable Divinity, like the fmalleft

fiream that mingles its waters in the

‘bofom’ of the boundlefs ocean. We

refemble a wearied traveller, that climbs
arugged precipice, pituring its fummit
as the termination of his labours ; but
when he with difficulty gains the tower-
ing fteep, inftead of finding a period to
his toil, countlefs rocks, more hideous

“and more lofty, meet his fickened regard,

and unable to furmount the multiplied
difficulties that affail him, he ftretches
his wearied frame upon the barren rack,

and
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and calmly meets death, that terminator
of all worldly miferies.

Boifterous paffions are, in general, of
the fhorteft duration: thus did it prove
with regard to the impetuous tempeft,
that had fo horribly disfigured the placid
face of night. The clouds, eafed of
their watery burden, foon difperfed ; the

_ winds were fpent; and nothing was heard
but the dripping of the rain, which
fell from the leaves of the waving foreft.

The chafte moon foon fhed her wa-
tery gleam upon the ruined chapel, and
heaven’s bright lamps glittered in the
immenf(ity of fpace. All nature foon.
regained her wontedrcalm ; and fhillnefs,
rendered more melancholy from:the cla-

“mor that had preceded it, now reigned
around.

At length the heavy knell announced
the drear hour of midnight: there was
16 .,  fomething
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fomething folemn in the found that
chilled Rimualdo’s heart.

He advanced to the ruined. portal ; he
“fancied that fomething pafied near him
he paufed an inftant; and turned his
head, but nothing was vifible: the
Condg, after a moment’s though, fmiled
at the imbecility of human nature.
At that inftant the gloomy bird-of foli-
tude, from a remote part of the ruin,
chanted his difmal note; and the
fcreechmg bat, failing along the cha-
“pel’s aifle, flitted befide leualdo. :

The Conde quitted the building, and
cautioufly advanced towards the cell:
a fhort time brought him before its
entrance. Fearful, leaft he fhould be
obferved by Sebaftiano, he fought con-
cealment amidft the trees that fkirted
the oppofite fide of the path and kept his

: eyes

e
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eyes continually riveted on the mouth
of the cave.

_After continving fome time in the
moft anxious ftate of expe@ation, Ri-
mualdo at length beheld, indiftinétly, a
form in dark veftments flowly move
toward the entrance of the cavern. As
it advanced, the Conde ‘minutely ob-
ferved.it, and at length perceived that
it was a female form.

She had by this time gained the verge
of the cell; yet the dark thadow of the
overhanging rock rendered it itnpoffiblc
for Rimualdo to form the fmalleft cor-
je€ture as to the perfon of the &ranger.

The female paufed ; then moved to-
wards the fide of the cave; fhe leant
her arm on a projecting bank of turf,
and reclining her cheek upon her hand,
continued for fome minutes in this me-
ditating pofition.

A deli-
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A delicate found at length trembled
on the night breeze: the Conde could
not believe his fenfes. Still the voice
continued. He looked around; but his
eye returned to the female objet before
him ; for it was from her lips the firain
proceeded.

In a ftyle of plaintive fimplicity, that
§lled Rimualdo’s foul with blenfed
delight, pity, and aftonifhment, the
ftranger chaunted the following lines :

¢ Shut from the ever-glorious fight
<¢ Of day’s bright beam ;

« Cheer’d by no breeze, fave that of night,
«¢ I pine unfeen : :

« And fing—hey, lillo, ,
¢« Sad lillo lee!
¢ Rue’s the herb for me.

S Sweet
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s Sweet cheering hope will fometimes fieal,
¢ O’er my fad heart ;

¢ A tranfitory joy I feel,
¢ But foon we part:

« I figh forth lille,
¢¢ Sad lillo lee!
s¢ Willow is for me.

s¢ T fee, by yon pale orb’s chafte bear;.
¢ The glitt’ring dew 3

s¢ T hear the plaintive ripp’ling ftream.
¢ To fadnefs true :

¢ For it moans lillo,
<¢ Sad lillo lee !
¢ Maid ! I pity thee.

« Now, foft I I hear in yonder dale
«« My foul’s delight!
« Yes; ’tis the dulcet nightingale,
o« That fhuns man’s fight,

¢ And he fings lillo,
< Sad lillo lee !
< Maiden, rue’s for thees
o

“ Why
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<« Why droops my rofe its tender head 2
¢ The fpray I’ll rear :

¢ Alas! its wonted bloom is fled ! B
¢¢ I fhed one tear! :

¢ Then glad fing lillo,
<¢ Hey, lillo lee !
¢ Death will prey on me.

(1)

The Condé ftood in liftening admi-
ration, fondly hoping that fhe would
continue the ftrain. The faint vibra-
-+ion of the laft note ftill :rembled on his
foul. He with the greateft difficulty
refrained from fpringing forwards and
difcovering himfelf. :

She now dropped her arm, and pen-
fively moved forward fome way into the
path; then flowly bent her knee to earth.
One hand was placed upon her bofom,

the other elevated towards heaven. In
. S this
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' this devotional attitude the female cone
tinued for a fhort period; after which,
rifing, fhe croffed her arms upon her
bofom, and fixing her full gaze above,
feemed wholly abforbed in the contem-
plation of night’s chafte fphere ; whofe
fnow-tin¢tured hue, contrafted with the
darkened heavens, appeared like a clear
_pear? placed in a bed of {apphires.

Bur what tongue can depi&, or lan-
guage trace the heavenly form that now
firuck Rimualde’s wondering gazs.
Conceive a flim elegant figure, loofely
attired in mourning robes; her middle
* encircled with a cord of twifted filk,
that artlefsly difplayed the finenels of
her thape. Her well-turned arms were
uncovered ; they appeared upon her
dref8 like new-wrought ivory, or the
polifthed Parian ftone on velvet’s fable
furface. Her neck, hkc a {loping pil-

, ar
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lar of alabafter, was partly fhaded with
loofely flowing hair, whofe tinge was
betwixt the virgin gold and lighteft
auburn,

Her face, but oh ! what imagination
can trace the exquifite fymmetry of her
features. ‘The dew tranflucent, that, for
a May morn, has fipped the rofe’s
bloom, when diftilled vpon a lily’s
cheek, might have vied with the delicacy
of her complexion. Her lips were
coral, or of the empyreal carnation’s
‘die. Her nofe was neither mafculinely
aquiline, nor unmeaningly even; but
was of that graceful curve which adds
an inexpreffible dignity and fweetnefs to

the countenance.

. Her eyes, thofe fpeaking gems, thofe
beamy ftars, thofe haunts of love,
and at the fame time receivers of the
dangerous ﬂame, pofiefled all of heaven

that
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that ere were lavifhed on a mortal ;
chaftity, animation, benignity, and luftre,
were combined, to ftamp an angel in a
woman’s form. The Condé could now
have willingly exclaimed with the pea-
fant, thatan aérial fpirit inhabited Be-
nito’s cell.

Ayerting her eyes from heaven fhe
flowly reclined her cheek wupon her
bofom, then gliding from the path, ia-

ftantly difappeared within the cavern’s
- gloom.

Urged by an unaccountable impuife,
Rimualdo quitted the fpot, where he
_had remained fecreted, and advancing 4
few paces, was inftantaneoufly*checked,
on hearing the echo of approaching
footfteps. The found of voices pre-
fently broke upon the ear. The Condg,
recolleting himfelf, precipitately re-
waurned to his former fituation, that he
A : might
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rnight there behold the frangers uns
difcovered.

During this interval of fufpenfe, a
variety of ideas occupied Rimualdo’s
mind, relative to the beauteous cobject
who had fo lately met his aftoniflied
regard. Still did her interefting perfon
linger on his fancy; fill did her plain-
tive and melodious notes fwell upon the
paffing breeze of night.

The Condé riveted his eyes on the
fpot whence fhe had retired ; and his
mind’s eye retraced the eafy elegance
of her form, moving with more than
mortal digpity and grace.

¢ What can thefe wonders portend ?”
mentally exclaimed the enchanted Ri-
mualdo; ¢ can fuch aform be earthly ?
“ can mortal lips breathe notes that
¢ might add melody to the heavenly

°

o ¢ choir,
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of the individual, whofe caufe he was f
ready to efpoufe ; and fo far did he in-
dulge this train of thought, that the
recollection of the intruding ftrangers
had nearly efcaped his memory. He
was, however, foon roufed to a fenfe of
his fituation ; for the approaching echo
was now diftinétly heard ; and the voices
evidently proceeded from perfons Swho
advanced towards the entrance of the
cave. '

The Condg, to avoid all idea of being
difcovered, ftill retired a few paces into
the gloom of the wood, and waited with
the utmoft anxiety the coming of the{e
intruders.

[ ]

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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