


 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 









 











 



 













 

















 





 







 



 





 





 



 







 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 



 







 





 



 





 



 







 



 





 





 



 





 



 







 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 









 





 





 







 







 



 









 





 



 



 



 



 



 









 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 











 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 









 



 



 







 



 



 







 









 





 





 





 



 



 



 







 





 







 



 





 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 











 



 



 







 



 



 













 

















 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 











 





 





 



 



 





 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



















 



 



















 









400 + NPE COMMON HORST, « 

nierely by the ntolion’of a switch. They form the principal 
riches of iiany of the Arab-tribes, who ust them both’ in 
fle chase and iii their plundering ப்ட்‌ In the day- 
time they are generally kept saddled al the door of tle 
fent} prepared for any excursion their master may take, 

‘They never carry heavy burthens, nor are employed ot 

dong journeys. Their constant food, except m spring, 

when they get alittle grass, is barley, which they are suf- 

fered to eat only during the night. The Arab, his wife, 
and childyen, always lie in the same apartment with dig 
mare and foal, who, instead of injuring, suffer the children 
to rest on their bodies and necks without in the Teast incom- 
moding them: the gentle animals even seem afraid to move 

Jest they should hurt them: They never beat or correct 
their horses, bit always treat them with the utmost: kind- 
“ness: they talk to and reason with them. 

The whole stock of @ poor Aralian of the desert con- 
sisted of a Mare; this the Prench consul af Said offered to 

purchase, with an intention to send her to Louis the Foyr- 
teenth. The Arab, pressed by want, hicsitated a long time, 
but at length consented, on condition of receiving a very 
considerable sum of money, which he named. The consul 

> wrote to France for permission to close the bargain, and 

haying obtained it, sent immediately to the Arab’ the 
information.“ ‘Phe man, ‘so poor as:to pogsesssonly a 
miserable tag, a covering’ for his body, arrived with hig 

magnificent courser. He dismounted, and looking first at 
the gold, and then’ stedfastly at his Mare, heayed a deep 
sigh ==“ Vo-whonr is it'(he exclaimed) that T am going to 
yield thee up? To Europeans! whowill tie thee close, who 
will beat thee, who will render thee miserable! Return 
with me, my beauty! my jewel! and rejoice the hearts of 
my children!” As he pronounced the last words, he sprang 
upon her back, and was out of sight almost in a. moment. 
What an amiable and affecting sensibility ina man, who,  
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. inthe midst. of distress, could prefer all the disasters at- 

- 4endant on poverty, rather than surrender the animal that 
he had long fostered in his tent, and had been the child of 
his bosom, to what he supposed inevitable misery! The 

temptation even of riches, and an effectual relief from 

poverty, had not sufficient allurements toinduce him to so 

cruel.an act. 5 

«© The Horses of the Bedouin Arabs; whose lives (says 
Sonnini) are spent in traversing the scorching sands, are 

_able, notwithstanding the fervency. of the sun, and the suf- 
focating heat of the soil oyer which they pass, to, travel 

three days without drinking, and are contented witha few 
handsful of dried beans given once in twenty-four hours. 

From the hardness of their labour and diet, they. are, of 

course, yery lean; yet they preserye incomparable vigour” 

and courage.” 
‘The description. of the Eastern horses in the Book of 

Job, is exceedingly poetical and expressive: — Hast thou. 

given the Horse strength? Hast thon clothed his neck 
with thunder? Canst thou make him afraid as a grass- 
hopper? The glory of his nostrils is terrible. He paweth 

in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on io 

meet the armed men: He mocketh at fear, and is not 

affrighted ; ncither turneth he back ftom the sword. The 

quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear, and the 

shield. He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and 

rage: neither believeth he’ that. it is the sound of the 

trumpet: He saith among: the trumpets, ha, ha; and he 

smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and. 
the shouting.” 

‘The fiery courser, when he hears from far 
The sprightly trumpets, and the shouts of war, 
Pricks up his ears, and, trembling with delight, 
Shifts place, and paws, and hopes the promised fight.  







10% ; TRE COMMON WORSE. 

Though endowed with vast strength, and great powers 
of bedy, such is the disposition of the Horse, that it rarely 
exerts cither to its master’s prejudice: on the contrary, it 
will endure fatigues, even to death; for our benefit: Provi- 
‘dence seems to have implinted in him a benéyolent d 

position, and a fear of the human race, with, at the same 
time, a certain consciousness of the services We can render 
him. “We have, however, one instance of recollection of 
injury, and an atteript to revenge it. This is inserted in a 
work of D. Rolle, Esq. of Torrington, in Devonshire’:— 
A Baronet; one of whose liunters had never tired in the 
Jongest chase, once encouraged the cruel thought of at- 
tempting completely to faticue him. After a long chase, 
therefore, he dined, and agairi mounting, rodé him furis 
ously among the hills. When brought to the stable, his 
strength appeared exhausted; and he was écarcely able to 
walk. ‘The groom, possessed’ of mote feeling than his 
brutal master, could not refrain from tears at the sight of 
so noble an animal thus sunk down. ‘The Baronet some 
time aflerentored the stable, and the horse made'a farious 
spring upon hiin, and had-not the ¢room interfered, would 
soon have put it ont of his power of ever again misusing 
his‘animals. சர்‌ 

‘The barbarous custom of docking the tails, and cutting 
the ears of Horses, is in this country very prevalent, The 
former, principally with waggon Hotses, under the pre# 
tence that a bushy tail collects the dirt of the roads; and 
the latter, from the notion that they are rendered more ele- 
gant in their appearance. Tins, from ideal necessity, wo 
deprive them of two parts of the bod: ly principally instra- 
mental, not only to their own ease and comfort, but in their 
utility to us. By taking away their cars, the funnels aré 
destroyed which they “always direct to the place: from 
whence any sound is heard, and they are thus rendered’, 
nearly deaf. And in the loss of their tail, they find even  
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even then there is great risque of a blow from her hind | 
feet. 

The beautiful male Zebra that was burnt some: years 
ago at the Lyceum, near Exeter Change, was so gentle, 
that the keeper has often put young children upon its 
back, and without any attempt from the animal to in- 
jure them, In one instance a person rode it from the 
Lyceum to Pimlico. But this unusual docility in an 
animal naturally vicious is to be accounted for from its 
having been bred and reared in Portugal, from parents 
that were themselyes half reclaimed.—The Zebra that was 
some years azo kept at Kew, was of a ferocious and savage 
nature. No one dared to approach it, except the person 
who was accustomed to feed it, and who alone could mount 
upon its back. Mr. Edwards saw this animal eat a large 
paper of tobacco, paper and all; and was told it would 
eat flesh, and any kind of food that was given to it. This, 
however, might proceed from habit or necessity in its long 
yoyage; for in a native state these animals all feed, like 
horses and asses, on vegetables. 

~ The yoice of the Zebra can scarcely be described. It 
is thought by some persons to have a distant resemblance 
to the sound of a post-horn. It is more frequently exerted 
when the animals are alone than at other times. 

In some parts about the Cape of Good Hope there are 
many Zebras; anda penalty of fifty rix-dollars is inflicted 
on any person who shoots one of them. Wheneyer any of 
them happen to be caught alive, there is a general order 
that they must be sent to the governor. 

OF THE HIPPOPOTAMUS TRIBE. 

Only one species of the Hippopotamus has hitherto 
been discovered. This has four front-teeth in eagh jaw ; 
the upper ones standing distant by pairs, the lower pro-  
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sninent, and the two middle ones the longest. The canine 

teeth are solitary, those of the lower-jaw extremely large, 

curved, and cut obliquely at the ends. The feet are each 

armed at the margin with four hoofs. 

a x 
THE AMPHIBIOUS HIPPOPOTAMUS *. 

From the unwieldiness of his body, and the shortness of 

his legs, the Hippopotamus, according to the accounts 

given to M. de Buffon, is not able to moye fast upon land, 

and is then an’ extremely timid animal. If pursued he 

takes to the water, plunges in, sinks to the bottom, and 

there walks at ease. He cannot, however, continue long 

without rising to the air for the purpose of breathing: 

though, if threatened with danger, he does this so cau- 

tiously, that the place where his nose is raised above the 

surface of the water is scarcely perceptible. 

If wounded, the Hippopotamus will rise and attack 

boats or canoes with great fury, and often sink them by 

biting large pieces out of their sides. In shallow rivers, 

de pil HSS gaa SN ப ப்ப ட ப டம்‌. 

% Description. In size the full-grown Hippopotamus is equal, 

‘or even sometimes superior to the Rhinoceros. One that M. Le 

Vaillant killed in the south of Africa measured ten feet seven inches 

in length, and about nine feet in circumference, [ts form is un- 

couth, the body being extremely large, fat, and round: the legs 

“very short and thick; the head large; the mouth extremely wide ; 

and the teeth of vast strength and size. The eyes and ears are small. 

‘The tail is short, and sparingly scattered with bair, The whole 

animal is covered with short hair, thinly set, and is of a brownish. 

colour. The hide is in some parts two inches thick, and not much 

unlike that of the hog: the hide of a full-grown Hippopotamus is 

sufficiently heavy to load a camel. 

Svwowvas, Hippopotamus Amphibius. Linn.—Hippopotami, 

River Horses, Water Elephants, or Ker-kamanon. Barbot—Hippo- 

potame,iou Cheval Marin. Buffon. —Sea-horse. Dampier —Shaw's 

Gen, Zoolvii. tab, 219.—Bew. Quad. p. 182,  
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frequently plunging about and playing with it, in that 

element, for a considerable while together. On land it 
yuns after her wherever she goes. 

If they are caught young, these animals may, without 

difficulty, be tamed, and rendered even in some measure 

domestic. They arevery common in the town of Cayenne, 

where they are suffered to run about the streets, and are 

fed with Cassava bread and fruit. M, Bajou, a surgeon 

attached tothe government, had, at this place, a Tapir 
which became perfectly familiar, and acquired a strong 

attachment to him, distinguishing him in the midst of 

many other persons, licking his hands, and following him 
likea dog. This.animal would often go alone into the 
woods to a great distance, but always returned to his home 
early iti the evening. M. Bajou assures us, that a Tapir, 
which had been suffered to run tame about the streets of 

Cayenne, became so unmanageable in a vessel, on board 
of which it was put in order to be conveyed to France, as 
not to be confined. It broke the very strong cords with 

which it was tied, and throwing itself overboard, escaped 
to shore, Every one supposed it to haye been lost, but, in 
the evening, it returned to the town. On reimbarking it, 

great precautions were taken to prevent: ils escape; but 
these did not-succeed, for duting the yoyage, a storm 
happening to arise, it became again outrageous, broke 
its fetters, and rushing out of its place of confinement, 
committed itself to the wayes, and was neyer afterwards 

seen. : i 
A-Tapir was exhibited alive at Amsterdam, in’ the year 

1704, under the name of Sea Horse. Another, which 
about the same time was in the menagerie of the Prince 

of Orange, was so young as scarcely to be larger than 
ahog. Its proboscis, when at rest, did not mucli extend 
helow the under lip; ‘and, in this state, had numerous 
sircular wrinkles; but was capable of considerable ‘exten-  
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sion. It had no finger at the extremity like the proboscis 
of an elephant, notwithstanding which, the animal, by 
means of it, could pick up from the ground the smallest 
objects. This creatire was yery gentle: It approached 
with familiarity any one who entered its lodge, particularly 
ifhe had food in his hand to which it was partial. 

A female Tapir was exhibited at several of the fairs ing 
Holland and Germany, the keepers usually feeding it on 
rye bread, a kind of gruei, and vegetables of different 
Kinds. It was excessively fond of apples, and was able 
to smell them to a considerable distance. If any persons 
happened to have apples in their pockets, it would’eagerly 
approach them, and thrusting in its proboscis, would take 
thom-out with surprising facility. Itate of almost every 
thing that could be presented to it, whether vegetables, 
fish, or meat. Its favourite attitude was sitting on. its 
rump, like a dog; and it never exerted its yoice unless it 
was either fatigued or irritated. 

‘There is now (1812) at Exeter ‘Ohange, a young Tapir, 
which is not bigger than a large hog. It was brought 
into England about seven months ago, with another of 
thesame species, which died not long after its arrival. 
In every respect it appears to be a mild and docile beast. 

‘These animals inhabit the eastern parts of South Ame- 
rica; occurring in great numbers, from the Isthmus of 
Darien, to the river of Amazons, ‘Their flesh is con- 
sidered by the South Americans as a wholesome food; 

and the skin seryes all the purposes for which a strong 
ree would be required. The Indians make: shields of 

it, which are stated to be so பட்‌ as to be impenetrable by. 
an arrow. :  









 



 







 



 


