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EGYPTIAN TANTALUS.

(Tantaius Ibis.)

Ta. purpureo-albus, remigibus rectricibusquer.igris; rostro flavo,
ucie pedibusque rufis.

Purple-white Tantalus, with the quills and tail-feathers black,
the beal yellow, the face and feet red.

Tantalus Ibis. Lin. Syst. Nat.i.241.4. Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. 650
Lath. Ind. Crn.ii. 706.

Ibis candida.  Briss. Orn. 5. 349. 14,

L’Ibis blanc. Buff. Pl. Enl. 389. Buff. Ois. 8. 14. pl. 1

Le Tantale d’Afrique. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 480.

Egyptian Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 111. 10.

Wiits, slightly shaded with purple on the wings ;
the beak yellow, the naked part of the head and neck
red ; the quills and tail black : the thighs and legs
red : length upwards of three feet.

"This species inhabits the lower part of Egypt, and
it is also abundant in Senegal; it was for a long
time considered by naturalists as the bird worshipped

y the Egyptians by the name of Zbis; but recent
1esea1ches have proved that that is a much smaller
species, and is not found in the same part of Egypt.
Its food, as in the other species of this genus, con-
sists of frogs and insects.

Found also in Sumatra, according to Sir S. Rafﬂes,
in ‘nis descriptive catalogue of the animals of that
island, puklished in the 18th volume of the Linnean
Transactions.






BALD IBIS. 7

in a groove, which runs almost to its tip. The
beak is, moveover, very thick, and nearly square at
its base ; the greater part of th: head, and a por-
tion of the neck, 1s divested of feathers. The hinder
toe rests its whole length upon the ground.

An Ibis 1s described in the 18th volume of the
Linnean Transactions, page 827, by Sir S. Raffles,
which appears to be distinct from any of the species
enumerated ‘n the following” pages ; he calls it Tan-
talus (Zbis) cinereus, and observes, that it is smaller
than T. Ibis, of a light*grey colour, with the excep-
tion of the abdomen and rump, which are white ;
and the wing and tail-feathers, which are black. In-
habits Sumatra. :

A. Capite non cristato.
A. Without a crest on the head.

BALD IBIS.
(Ibis calva.)

Is. capite colloque supremo nudis, corpore nigro wiride splen-
dente, pileo rostro pedibusque rubris.

This, with the head and upper part of the neck naked, the body
blaclk, glossed with green, the pileus, bedk, and legs r2d.

Tantalus calvus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 645. Lath. Ind. Orn.
2. 508. 3

Courly & téte nue. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 32. Buff. Pl. Enl.
867.

_ Bald Ibis. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 116.

Tur Bald Ibis differs from the rest of this genus,
in having the naked space on the head more exten-






CRYING 1IBIS. . 9

birds to join it with. = It is about the size of a large
domestic hen Al the body, above and beneath, is
of a dark lead colour, every featler "edged 00 tipped
with white, whicn makes the bird appear speekled on
a near view : the eye is large, and placed high on the
head, which is very prominent : the beak is f£ve or
six inches in length, arched or bent gradually down-
wards, in that respect to be compared to one half of
~a bent bow ; it is large and thick near the base, com-
pressed on each side, an flatted at top and beneath,
which makes it appear four-square for more than an
inch where the nostrils are placed, from whence to
their tips both mandibles are round, gradually lessen-
ing or tapering to their extremities, which are thicker
by about half an inch than immediately above, by
which the mandibles never fit quite close their whole
length : - the upper mandible is a small matter larger
than the other : the beak is of a dusky green colour,
more bright and yellowish about the base and angles
of the mouth. The tail is very short, and the mid-
dle feathers the longest; the others on each side
shorten gradually, and are of the colour of the rest of
the bird, only somewhat darker : the two shortest or
outermost feathers are perfectly white, which the bird
has the faculty of flirting out on =zither side as quick
as a flash of lightning, especially when he hears or
sevs any thing that disturbs him, uttering at the same
instant an extreme harsh and loud shriek. His neck
is long and slender ; and his legs are also long, and
bare of feathers above the knee, like t;hose of the
bittern, and are black, or of a dark lead colour.”
Dr. Barton, in the twelfth volume of the Linnean
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14 GLOSSY IBIS.

described by several names, as sho.m by a reference
to the synonyms. In the old birds tie head is of a
dusky chesnut ; with the aeck, the breast, the top of
tie back, and all the inferior parts of e body of a
bright red-chesnut ; the rest of the back, the rump,
the ‘wing-coverts, the quills and tail-feachers of a
dusky green, glossed with bronze and purple : the
‘beak is of a black green, but brown towards the point :
the naked space round the eyes is green, encircled
with a band of greyish: the irides are brown : the
feet ave brown-green: the length of the bird is nearly
two feet. The female differs merely in being rather
less. The young or green Ibis of authors has the
feathers of the head, the throat, and the neck, longi-
tudinally striped with dusky-brown and bordered with
whitish ; the under parts of the neck, the breast, the
belly, and thighs, are of anashy black: the top of the
back and the scapulars are of an ashy brown; with
reflections of green on the tail: before the first
year the plumage is more dusky, and the white edges
to the feathers on the head and neck are broader.

This species inhabits the borders of rivers and
lakes ; and is very abundant during its migrations in
Poland, Hungary, Turkey, and the Grecian Archi-
pelago 5 it also visits the banks of the Danube, and
is found in Switzerland and Italy, and occasionally in
Holland and England : it also visits Egypt, and
other parts of Africa, but it is supposed *o breed in
Asia: its food consists of ilisects, worms, aquatic
mollusca and vegetables.

According to Temminck this bird, which is called
by the Arabs .El hareiz, as well as the Ibis reli- .
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BROWN IBIS. 21

this species : it irhabits the Caribbee Islands: its
cry resembl-s the word Ko repeated ; from thence
its name: it feeds on fish ir the wi'd state ; but when
tamed, subsists upon flesh both raw and cooked. t
principally differs from the former vasiety in being
of @ greyish-white colour.

BROWN IBIS.
(Ibis fusca.)

Is. rostro rubro, corpore nigro albo nebuloso, uropygio alisque
subtus albis.

Ibis with the beak red, the body clouded with black and white,
the rump and wings beneath white,

Tantalus fuscus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1.242. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.
651. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 705.

Numenius Brasiliensis fuscus. Briss. Orn. 5. 341.

Courly a front rouge. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 8. 42.

Brown Curlew. Catesby, Cav. 1. pl. 83.

Brown Ibis. Penn. Arct. Zool.2.362. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 110.

Two feet in length: beak six inches; that and
naked space round the eye pale red : irides grey : the
head, neck, upper part of the back, wings and tail
are of an ashy-brown; the head and neck being
palest : the lower part of the back, the rump, and
uncer parts of the body from the breast white: the
legs pale red : the claws are brown. Both sexes are
alike : they inhabit tho tropical parts of America,
especially Cayenne, Guiana, and Carolina, migrating
from the latter place in the winter. . Probably the
young of the preceding.
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NUMENIUS. CURLEW.

Generic Character.

Rostrum lonzissimum, gra-
cile, teretiusculum, mcu-
vum, subobtusum : mandi-
buld superiore lateratim
sulcata, dilatato,
laeve.

Nares lineares ad basin ros-
trl in sulco breve site.

apice

Facies pennis tecta.

Pedes tetradactyli ; digiti an-
teriores basi ~ membrana

connexa : pollex apice in

terram *nsistente.

Beak very long, slender,
rounded, incurved, and
rather obtuse: the upper
mandible laterally sulca-
ted, its tip dilated and
smooth.

Nostrils linear, placed in a
| short groove at the base of

the beak.
Face clothed with feathers.
Feet four-toed ; the anterior
toes connected by a mem-
brane at the base, the
inder foe resting on the
ground at its tip only.

NUMENIUS. Rai., Briss., Lath., Cuv., Vieil.

SCOLOPAX. Linn., Gmel.

T'HE Curlews are distinguished from the former
genus by having their beak more slender, and rounded
its whole length : their nostrils are placed in a smaix
and shortened groove ; and the tip of their upper

mandible extends beyond that of the lower.

They

affect dry and sandy situations in the vicinity of
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LO’TG-BILLEDN CURLEW.

(Numenius songirostrss.)

- Nu. wigro pallide-fuscoque varius, pedibus carulescentibus, alis
7i-gris, macuiis fuscis, superciliis albidis.
Curlew varied with pale brown and black, the legs blueish, the
wings black spotted with brown, the eyebrows whitish.
Long-billed Curlew. (Numenius longirostris.) Wils. Amer.
Orn. v. viii. p, 23. pl. Ixiv. f. 4.

LeNern ' twenty-five inches: beak eight inches
long ; black, except towards the base of the under
~ mandible, where it is of a pale flesh-colour : eye dark ;
the general colour of the plumage above is black,
spotted and barred along the edges of each feather
with pale brown : chin, line over the eyes and round
the same, pale brownish white : neck reddish brown,
streaked with black, spots on the last more sparingly
dispersed : belly, thighs, and vent pale plain rufous,
without any spots: primaries black on the outer
edges, pale brown on the inner, and barred with
black ; shafts of the outer ones snowy ; rest of the
wing pale reddish brown, elegantly barred with un-
dulating lines of black : tail slightly rounded, of an
ashy-brown, beautifully marked with herring bones
of black : legs and naked thighs very pale light blue,
or lead colour; the middle toe connected with the
two outer ones, as far as the first joint, by a mem-
brane, and bordered along the sides with a thick
warty edge: lining of the wing dark rufous, ap-
proaching to chesnut, and thinly spotted with black.
Both sexes are alike.

v
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30 MADAGASCAR CURLEW.

"This species, which greatly resembles the European
one, is a native of North America, and is supposed
to breed in Labrador, and ‘n the vicinity of Hudson’s
Lay : it makes its appearance in tiie salt marshes of
New Jersey about the middle of May, on its way to
the north, and in September on its return from its
breeding places.

The food of these birds consists chiefly of small
crabs, which they are very dexterous ir. procuring
they also feed on small snai's, on various worms and
insects, and on bramble berries, in search of which
they frequent the fields and uplands, and become
very fat, after subsisting for some time upon them.

They fly very high, generally in a wedge-like
form, and occasionally utter their loud whistling
note, by a skilful imitation of which a whole flock
may sometimes be enticed within gun-shot, while
the cries of the wounded are sure to detain them
until the sportsman has made repeated shots and
great havoc among them.

MADAGASCAR CURLEW.
(Numenius Madagascariensis.)

Nu. rostro pedibusque rufescentibus, maculis grisei~ dorsi rhom-
boidalibus. :

Curlew with the beak and legs reddish, with rhomboidal grey
spots on the back. : :

Scolopax Madagascariensis. Linn. Syst. Nat. 242. 2. Gmel.

Syst. Nat, 1. 655.
°

°
q



MADAGASCAR CURLEW. 3l

Numenius Madagascariensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. ii. 710, Briss.
Orn. v. 321. 3. pl. 18.

Le Courlis de Madagaczar. Buyf. Pl. Enl. 198.

Madagascar Curlew. Lath, Gen. Syn. v. 121.

Trrs bird also greatly resembles the Common
Curlew, is a native of Madagascar, and is thus noticed
by Latham : “* Size of our Curlew : the bill much the
same, but very little bent, except towards the tip : on
the nead, nek, and upper parts, the feathers are
chiefly browa with grey margins: the upper tail
covert rufous grey marked with some transverse bands
of grey, and others parallel to the margin: chin,

belly, thighs, and vent white: breast and sides yel-
lowish, dashed with brown ; the last barred trans-
versely with the same : the first three quills are plain
black ; the fourth spotted on the inner web, and the
others on both webs ; the secondaries much the same,
but the ground colour grey : tail grey, barred with
brown : legs red-brown.
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WHITE-HEADED CURLEW.

(Numenius leucocephalus:)

Nu. cuaneus, capite collogue supremo griseo-albis, remigibus nigris,
rostro rubro.

Blue Curlew, with the head and upper part of the neck greyish-
white, the quills black, the beak red.

Numenius leucocephalus. Lath. Ind. Orn.ii. 711.

Scolopax leucocephalus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 656.

White-headed Curlew. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 123. pl. Ixxx. Lath.
Syn. Sup. i. 242.?

Tantalus Hagedash. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 709. Young?

Hagedash, or Hadelde. Sparr. Voy. 1. 281.

DEescriBep and figured by Latham from the draw-
ings of Sir Joseph Banks: ¢ size and shape of the
Common Curlew : beak pretty long, and red: the
head and part of the neck white: the rest of the -
plumage of a very deep blue, except the quills, which
are black : legs cinereous grey :>> inhabits the Cape
of Good Hope. The bird called Hagedash or Ha-
delde by Sparrman is most probably the young of
this species : its beak is five inches in length, above
red, below and with the tip black : the neck and
thighs are cinerenus : the back is cinereous variegated
with green and yellow : the wings are obscure, above
of a czerulean-black ; the lesser wing-coverts are virlet:
the tail is wedge-shaped : the feet are dusky. It is
larger than a hen ; and is found at the Cape, resting
by night on trees, and feeding on roots, especially
bulbous ones. 3
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38 ESQUIMAUX WHIMBRFL.

brown, with the base yellow : the lead and neck are
brown ; with whitish margins to the feathers: the
back and under parts from the breast of a chesnut
brown : the scapulars, rump, upper and under tail-
coverts and tail, are bright brown, tinged with green :
wing-coverts the same; but the outer ones, farthest
from the body, are brown within: the quills are
brown, edged with glossy green-brown : the legs are
grey-brown : the claws dusky. w

Inhabits Brazil, Guiana, «und other parts of South
America. It has been erroneously given as a British
species, but the bird described as such appears to
have been a variety of the Glossy Ibis.

ESQUIMAUX WHIMBREL.
(Phaopus borealis )

Pu. rostro pedibusque nigris, corpore fitsco griseo maculato, subtus
achroleuco.

Whimbrel with the beak and legs black, the body brown, spotted
with grey, beneath whitish ochre.

Numenius borealis. Zath. Ind. Orn. ii. 712. 9.

Scolopax borealis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 654 ¢

Esquimaux Curlew. Lath. Gen. Syn. v. 125. Phil. Trans. I-ii.
p. 411, Wils. Amer. Orn, v. vii. p. 22. pl. Ivi. . 1.

LeneTH thirteen inches : beak very slender and
dusky ; with the base of the under mandible rufous :
head pale, marked with longitudinal brown stripes :
the forehead is deep brown, spotted with pale whitish

c

(-



ESQUIMAUX WHIMBREL. 39

the neck, breast, belly, and vent are yellowish white ;

the neck and breast being striped with longitudinal

slender brown lines: back deep brown; the edges
of the feathers with O'reyish-white margins : wings
brown ; the shafts of the primary quills white; the

secondaries and lesser coverts edged with grey : the

under coverts ferruginous, with transverse brown

fasci : sides under the wings rufous, fasciated trans-

versely with brown : the rump brown ; the edges of

the feathers and spots whitish : the tail short, brown,

barred with whitish bands : the feathered part of the

thighs yellowish-white, with brown spots; the rest

of them and the legs are bluish-black.

Native of various parts of North America, appear-
ing periodically in flocks in Nova Scotia in October
and November ; and near Albany Fort the beginning
of May, from whence it departs to the northward,
and returns in August, and about the end of Sep-
tember retires southward. It arrives in Hudson’s Bay
in April, or early in May, when it pairs and breeds,
and departs in August to the shores of New Jersey
in numbers, from thence they remove in November.
It feeds on small worms and minute shell-fish and
on the black-berried heath; and is much esteemed as
food : it is said to lay four eggs.
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42 COMMON FALCINELLE,

varied with small transverse brown cays; but all the
feathers are tipped with white : or the sides of the
kody are several brown bands: the feathers of the
middle of the tail are black, edged with rufous, the
lateral feathers and the quills are bordered with
bright ash. The winter plumage is not yet ascer-
tained, but the young have the top of the head of
a bright grey edged with red: the eye-brows are
whitish : between the beak and the eye is a brown
stripe : the sides of the neck and the nape are whitish
mixed with reddish-ash: the feathers of the back
and the scapulars are dusky, spotted and edged with
rufous : the fore part of the neck and upper part of
the breast are longitudinally rayed with deep brown
and shaded with rufous : the belly, sides, and lower
parts are pure white : the wing-coverts are dusky to-
ward their tips, edged with reddish-white : the quills
and lateral tail-feathers are bordered with whitish
ash : the middle tail-feathers are black, edged with
red : the depressed part of the beak is reddish-ash,
the tip black : the legs are greyish-green. This species
is a native of various parts of Europe, and has been
occasionally taken in England, but according to Tem-
minck it does not occur in Holland.
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46 COMMON WOODCOCK.

of their arrival depends considerably on the prevail-
g winds; for adverse winds always detain them,
they not being able to struggle with the boisterous
squalls of the northern ocean : after their arrival in
bad weather, they have often been seen so much
exhausted as to allow themselves to be seized by the
hand when they alighted near the coast. They live
on worms and insects ; and the number of the former
that they devour is very considerable . they scarch
for them with their long hills in soft ground and
moist woods, feeding and flying principally in the
night : they go out in the evening; and generally
return in the same direction, or through the same
glades, to their day retreat.

The greater part of them leave this country about
the latter end of February or the beginning of March,
always pairing before they set out. They retire to
the coast, and if the wind be fair, set out immedi-
ately; but, if contrary, they are often detained in
the neighbouring woods and thickets for some time :
in this crisis the sportsmen are all on the alert, and
the whole surrounding country echoes the discharge
of guns. But if they are detained long on the dry
heather, they become so lean as to be scarcely eatable.
The instant a far wind springs up, they seize the
opportunity ; and where the sportsman has seen hun-
dreds in one day, he will not find a single bird the
next. Very few of them remain in England ; and
perhaps with respect to those that do, it may be owing
to their having been so wounded by the sportsmen
in the winter, as to be disabled from taking their
‘long journey in spring. They build their artless



a

COMMON WOODCOCK. 47

nests on the grond; they are composed of a few
dried fibres and leaves, and are generally placed at
the root of some tree: ihey lay four or five eggs,
about the size of those of a pigeon, of a rusty colour,
and marked with brown spots. The young run as
sooq as hatched, but cannot immediately provide for
themselves. They are remarkably tame during incu-
bation : a person who discovered a Woodcock on its
nest, often stood over, and even stroked it 5 notwith-
standing wkich, it hatchad the young ones, and, in
due time, disappeared with them.

A single bird was observed to remain in a coppice,
belonging to a gentleman in Dorsetshire, through
the summer. The place, from its shady and moist
situation, was well calculated to maintain itz yet
by degrees it lost almost all its feathers, so that
for some time it was not able to fly, and was often
caught ; but in the summer it recovered its feathers
and strength, and flew away. The inhabitants of
the north of Europe, to whose forests the Woodcocks
retire in the summer, never eat them; esteeming
their flesh unwholesome, from the circumstance of
their having no crops.

In Lancashire, great numbers of these birds are
taken by means of traps in moonlicht nights: long
parallel rows of stones or sticks, about four or five
inches high, are made on the commons which they
frequent. In these rows several intervals or gate-
ways are lett, in whicly the traps are placed. ~When
the bird, running about in search of food, comes to
one of these rows, he will not cross it, but runs along



48 LITTLE WOODCOCK..

the side till he comes to a gateway- which he enters,
and is caught.

It has been remarked in England, that for several
years past, Woodcocks have become very scarce. This
is easily accounted for : Sweden, like other countries,
is making a gradual progress in the arts of luxu.y;
among which the indulgence of the palate fills no
undistinguished place. The eggs of wild-fowl have
of late become a great delicacy among the inhabitants
of that country, who encourage the peasentry to find
out their nests: the eggs of the Woodcock they are
particularly fond of ; and the peasants offer them in
large quantities for sale, in the market of Stockholm.
From this practice it is not improbable that the breed,
not only of this bird, but of several of the species of
Grouse, will be considerably diminished, if not at last
totally extirpated.

It need scarcely be added, that the flesh of the
Woodeock is greatly esteemed and much sought after,
and, that nothing may be lost, the entrails are not
drawn out, being thought a necessary appendage as
sauce to the bird !

LITTLE WOODCOCK.

(Scolopax minor.)

Sc. castanco nigro rufoque varia subtus flavescens, occipite nigro,
Sfasciis quatuor transversis flavesceniibus, cauda nigra.

Woodcock varied with chesnut black and red, beneath yellowish,
the occiput black with four transverse yellowish bands, the tail
black.
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02 GREAT SNIPE.

barred with ferruginous : the lowor part of the back
brown. crossed with numerous greyish-white lines :
tail-coverts pale rufous clay colour, barred with black-
brown, and so long, as to cover the tail for two-
thirds of its length : the tail when spread is rounded
at the end ; the eight middle feathers are dusky for
three-fourths of their length from the base, the rest
of the length rufous, crossed with two or three bars.
of black; but the four middle feathers are deep
rufous, and the two on each side of these very pale;
the two outermost feathers on each side wholly black
and white in alternate bars: the wing-coverts black-
brown, spotted with rufous-white, the rest of the wing
dusky black; every feather but the greater quills
tipped with white : beneath the wings beautifully
crossed with white and dusky bars : the fore part of
the neck is the same as behind : the breast, belly,
and vent, crossed with numerous dusky' bars, in-
clining to a zigzag shape on the sides: legs pale
bluish-bronze.

It inhabits the extensive marshes and damp mea-
dows of the North ; living upon worms, snails, and
small beetles : its nest is formed in the marshes among
the herbs and rushes ; it lays three or four eggs of a
greenish colour, shaded and varied with large spots
of deep brown. This species rarely occurs in Eng-
land, but specimens have been taken in Lancaslire,
Kent, Suffolk, and Wiltshire : and it is probable that
many are consigned to the palate of the epicure, from
sportsmen considering them to be only fine and large
specimens of the common species. It has been killed
i Orkney in the winter. Dr. Latham suspects, and
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the neck are yelluwish-white, the latter being spotted
with brown :| the scapulars are elegantly striped with
black and yellow: the quills are dusky, the edges of the
primaries, and tips of the secondaries, white; those
next to the back barred with black, and pale rufous:
the under surface of the wings is beautifully tessel-
lated with cinereous and whitish : the tail-coverts are
reddish-brown ; and so long as to cover the greatest
part of it :/ the tail is dusky black at its base, then
crossed with a band of crange and a slender one of
. black ; the tips are whitish or pale orange: the breast
and belly are white : the vent is dull yellow : the legs
are pale green. It varies occasionally in having ifs .
throat, breast, back, and wings beautifully varied
with white ; also in being totally of a reddish-white ;
or of a pure white. It is also found with a grey head
and yellowish legs ; this last-mentioned variety is the
Finmark Snipe of Latham.

These birds do not frequent woods; but during
winter they are very common in wet meadows and
marshy places, where they lie concealed among the
rushes, carices, and osiers which grow on the borders
of the stream. In the summer time they disperse to
different parts, and are to be found even amongst the
highest mountains, as well as on the lowest and most
extensive moors : they are migratory, a considerable
portion of them leaving this country in the spring
and returning in the autumn. Many, however,. re-
main with us through the whole year. These n.ake

' their nests of dried grass and feathers, in the most
retired and inaccessible parts of the marshes, and
generally under the stump of an alder or a willow :



56 COMMON SNIPE.

the female lays four eggs, of a durty olive colour,
marked with dusky spots. The young are able to
run almost immediately after they are freed from
the shell, but the old birds attend them till their
beaks become of a sufficient firmness to enable them
to provide for themselves. During the breeding season
Snipes play over the moors, piping and humming in
a most pleasing manner : and the male bird, whilst
its mate sits upon her eggs, often poises Limself on his
wings, making sometimes a whistling and sometimes
a humming noise.

These birds feed on small worms, on slugs, and
the larva of insects, in search of which they are con-
stantly digging and nibbling with their beaks in the
soft mud. In severe frosts the inclemency of the wea-
ther compels them to resort to sheltered springs,
unfrozen boggy places, or an open streamlet of water :
here they are oftentimes found in large flights, and
so subdued by cold or hunger, that they will sit till
nearly trodden upon before they will take flight :
but, at all times, when roused by the approach of
the sportsman or his dogs, they utter a feeble whistle,
and generally fly off against the wind, turning nimbly,
in a zigzag direction, for a considerable distance, and
sometimes soaring almost beyond the reach of vision.

They are greatly esteemed for the table, and in
flavour greatly resemble the woodcock, but are more
delicate, but like it they are cooked withont extract-
ing-their entrails, and though generally very fat, they
seldom cloy even the weakest stomach.

- Snipes are very greatly diffused over the continents
_of Europe and Asia: they also occur in Africa, being
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66 CHINESE RHYNCHZEA.

crossed with black : the quills hayve four or five yel-
lowish bars on the inner web of each feather, and
" about the same number of similar coloured round
spots on the outer web : the tail-feathers are marked
in the same .nanner ; the four middle feathers having
yellowish bars, and the four outer ones on eacl. side
being spotted: the outer edge of the quills is streaked
with white : at the upper part of the breast is a band
of black; from this all the under parts are whitish :
the legs are dusky. Inhabits the Cape of Good Hope.

CHINESE RHYNCHZEA.

(Rhyncheea Sinensis.)

Ru. cerulescente fusco rufo nigroque wariegata, superciliis lined
werticis guld abdomineque albis.

Rhynchwa variegated with bluish, brown, red, and black, with

the eyebrows, a line on the vertex, the throat and abdomen
white.

Scolopax Sinensis. Lath. Ind, Orn. 2. 717.
La Becassine de la Chine. Buff. Ois. 7.495. Buf. Pl. Enl.881.
Cape Snipe, B. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 139.

Tais has somewhat the appearance of the former,
and is thus described by Latham : ¢ Smaller than e
Common Snipe: length ten inches: beak yellow,
with a dusky tip : top of the head brown, mixed with
black : down the middle of the crown, and over each
eye, a stripe of white : the chin white : the rest of
the head and neck mixed-grey and pale-brown : the
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FEDOA. GODWIT.

Generic Character.

Rostrum basi crassum, lon-
gissimum, teretiusculum,
paulo recurvum, apice
leve, obtuso: mandibula
superiore lateratim sul-
cata, nodo interno termi-
nata.

Nares laterales, n sulco lon-
gitudinali sitee.

Pedes  longi, tetradactyli;
digitis exterioribus mem-
brana connexis: pollex

apice in terram insistente.

FEDOA. Ray.

Beak thick at its base, very
long, rounded, rather re-
curved, the tip smooth,
obtuse: the upper man-
dible laterally sulcated,
and terminated by an in-
ternal node.

Nostrils lateral, placed in a
longitudinal groove.

Legs long, with four toes ;
the outer ones connected
by a membrane; the tip of
the #inder toe alone resting
on the ground.

LIMOSA. Briss., Beck., Temm., Cuv., Hors.
SCOLOPAX. Linn., Gmel., Lath.

(GODWITS are well characterised by the slight
recurvation at the tip of their beaks; which are veiy
long : their nostrils are placed in a groove, which is
covered by a pierced membrane. Their legs are long
and slender, and they are naked for a considerable
distance above the knee : the membrane between the
external toes extends to the first joint. Their wings
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T4 BLACK-TAILED GODWIT.

beak to the eye is a reddish-white band; and be-
tween the latter and the beak is a brown space: the
feathers on the top of the head are black, edged with
bright red: the throat and neck are bright red,
marked with very small brown dots : the breast and
sides are bright red transversely rayed with slender
zigzag black bars : the top of the back and =capulars
are deep black, with all the feathers terminated by a
bright red band edged with very small cpots of <he
same colour : the wing-cover.s are ash-coloured : the
lower part of the back and the tail are deep black ;
the basal half of the latter and base of the wing-
quills and the under parts of the body pure white :
legs black. In the winter all the upper parts of the
body are of an uniform ashy-brown, varied with deeper
shades in the direction of the shafts of the feathers:
the throat, the fore part of the neck, the breast, and
the sides are of a bright grey : the rump is dusky:
the under part of the body and abdomen, the upper
part of the quills, and the base of the tail-feathers are
pure white ; and throughout all the latter is a deep
black band ; the central feathers being tipped with
white : the base of the beak is dull orange, and its
tip is black : the legs are dusky brown. The young
have the band butween the upper mandible of the
beak and the eye, the throat, the base of the tail-
feathers, that of the quills, with the lower parts of
the body and the abdomen pure white: the feathers
on the top of the head are brown, edged with red:
the neck and breast are clear ashy-red : the feathers
«of the back and scapulars are dusky, surrounded by a
. Yed margin: the wing-coverts are grey, edged and















78 RED GODWIT.

pulars, and the slender feathers wkich cover the quills
are deep black ; all the webs marked with oval spots
of a bright red: the wing-coverts are grey, edged
with pure white : the rump is white varied with brown
spots : the quills are black, internally marbled with
white : the tail is alternately rayed with bars of brown
and white. The young have the head, nape, the top
of the back, and the scapulars deep brown, edged
irregularly with yellowish-white : the wing-coveiis are
edged with a whitish band : the forehezd, eyebrows,
the throat, the breast, belly, vent, and rump are pure
white, as are the under tail-coverts, but the latter
are longitudinally varied with brown spots : the fore
part of the neck and the sides of the breast are
reddish-ash varied with small brown longitudinal
streaks: the quills are black : the tail-feathers are
alternately barred with brown and reddish-white.

The Red Godwit is found in various parts of Eu-
rope, Asia, and North America: in England it is found
throughout the year,—in the spring and summer re-
siding in the fens and marshes, where it breeds;
but in the winter it removes to the salt marshes on
the coast, particularly near the mouths of large rivers
and inlets. It feeds upon small worms and msects,
and is much erteemed by epicures as a great deli--
cacy, and sells very high : it is commonly taken in
nets with the Ruffs, by means of a stale or stuffed
bird.
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RED-BREASTED GODWIT. !

(Fedoa pectoralis.)

" Fe. fusco ferrugineoque varia, subtus rufa, cridso tectricibusque
ca.de inferioribus albis, rectricibus duabus intermediis sube
elongatis.

Godwit variel with brown and rust-colour, beneath red, with the

vent and under tail-coverts white, the two middle tail-feathers
rather elongated.

Limosa noveboracensis. Leach- Cat. Brit. Mus. P32
Limosa rufa, var. Temm. man. d’Orn. Ed. 9. i, 669.

Red-breasted Snipe. Mont. Orn. Dict. Sup. with fig. Mont.
Linn. Trans. ix. p. 198.

TemMINCK suspects that this bird, called the Red-
breasted Snipe by Montagu, is merely a variety of
the Red Godwit ; but as the last author is decidedly
of opinion that it is perfectly distinct from that spe-
cies, I shall give the description in his own words,
remarking, however, that it is well ascertained to be
different from the Red-breasted Snipe of the Arctic
Zoology, which is the opposite sex of the Brown Snipe
of the same work.

¢ Its length (says Montagu) is fifteen inches :
beak three inches long, slightly reflected, and of a
dusky colour, except at the base of the under man-
dible, which is pale; the upper mandible longest,
and almost the eighth of an inch : irides dusky : orbits
white : crown of the head ferruginous, streaked with
dusky : sides of the head, chin, and throat, fore part
of the neck, breast, belly, and sides, bright bay, palest
on the chin, and with a few solitary white feathers on
the belly : round the vent and under tail-coverts, the
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feathers are white, tipped with bry, showing part of
the white : upper part of the neck behind ferruginous,
slightly marked down the shafts with dusky : lower
part of the hind-neck, upper part of the back, and
scapulars dusky, spotted with ferruginous on the
margin of the feathers : lower part of the "back and
rump white, with oblong dusky spots down the shafts:
upper tail-coverts barred dusky and ferr ugmous, be- -
coming white at the base of the feathers : prime quills
dusky black the six first mottled witk brown and
white on the inner webs towards the base; the se-
condaries cinereous, margined and spotted with white:
the shafts of all more or less white: greater coverts
of the prime quills black ; from the fifth tipped with
white : those of the secondaries cinereous, the inner
webs spotted with white : lesser coverts a mixture of
dusky, cinereous, and white, dashed with ferruginous,
with a few feathers near the quills spotted ferruginous
like the back : under wing-coverts white, elegantly
barred, and spotted with black: tail nearly even af
the end, the two middle feathers the largest, the
whole marked with eight or nine alternate bars of
black and white quite to the base, forming, when the
tail is spread, so many concentric semicircular bands:
legs dusky black.”

This species has been taken occasionally in Eng-
land, in the counties of Devon and Cornwall.



81

HUDSONIAN GODWIT.

(Fedoa Hudsonica.)

Fe. fusca maculis albis, subtus castanco=ferruginea fusciis fuscis,
superciliis guld wropygio rectricibusque basi albis.

Brown Godwit, with white spots, beneath rusty-chesnut with
browa bands, th- eyebrows, throat, rump, and base of the tail-
feathers white.

Scolopax Hudsonica. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 720.

Hudsonian Godwit. Lath. Syn. Sup. 246. Penn. Arct. Zool.
Sup. p. 68.

Tars approaches somewhat to the Red-breasted
Godwit : it is given from Latham, wlo thiis describes
it from a specimen in his own collection :  Length
seventeen inches: beak three inches long, turning
upwards ; the base half pale, the rest black: top of
the head blackish, spotted or streaked with dusky
white : sides of the head and back part of the neck
much the same : lore dusky: over the eyes, from the
beak, a white streak : chin nearly white: back and
scapulars dusky brown, spotted with rufous-white,
one spot being placed on each side of the shaft, for
the most part, though in the large feathers two :
wing-coverts brown, some of the middle ones mixed
with paler, with the addition of some white spots ;
larger coverts plain ash-colour : quills black, the shafts
white; the base of all, from the fourth, white to aboat
one-third of their length : rump and upper tail-coverts
white : the under parts of the bird, the whole way
from the throat to the vent, fine rufous-chesnut,

NPT 6
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waved across with dusky lines, edch feather having a
narrcw line near the tip: the (ail-feathers white at
the base, taking up most space as the feathers ap-
proach outwards: the rest of their length dusky black :
legs black : wings and tail of equal lengths.”” In-
habits Hudson’s Bay. It is in high estimation for
the table, and is eagerly sought after by sportsmen,
on the bars and shores of the large rivers and lakes,
where it feeds : it breeds in the nortk.

MARBLED GODWIT.

(Fedoa marmorata.)

FE. nigricante pallideque rufo maculatim wvaria, abdomine medio
supercilis guldque albidis, pectore fusco undulato, remigibus
rufescentibus quatuor primis extus apiceque nigris.

Godwit varied with dusky and pale, and spotted with black, the
middle of the abdomen, eyebrows, and throat whitish, the breast
undulated with brown, the quills reddish, the four first with
the outer webs and tip black.

Scolopax marmorata. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 720.

Marbled Godwit. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. 245. Penn. Arot. Zool.
Sup. p. 68.

THE description of this species is also taken from
Dr. Latham’s Supplement. Length nineteen inches:
beak nearly four inches; colour a dull oranges; to-
wards the end black : all the upper parts brown, more
or less streaked and spotted with rufous-white: be-
tween the beak and eye, also the chin, white: on
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the back the marks are pale-rufous, and pretty nu-
merous, arising froin each feather having five ur six
transverse bars of that colour on the margins: the
wing-coverts have less brown in them, appearing at a
distance scarcely marked with it : the quills are rufous
cream-colour, dotted with minute specks of brown ;
the four fir.t have the outer webs and ends of a dusky
black ; the shafts of the outmost are white : under
wing-coverts pale-rufous : the breast and sides are of
this last colour, but mucn paler, and transversely
barred with dusky waved lines, broadest on the sides :
the middle of the belly and thighs plain : vent nearly
white : tail rufous, crossed with six or seven bars of
brown on each feather; the three outer ones quite
irregular; the two middle ones palest: legs black.
Inhabits Hudson’s Bay.””

TEREK. GODWIT.

(Fedoa Terckensis.)

FE. cinerea fusco maculata sublus alba, collo subtus pe?forcq.ue
cinereo nebulosis, fascid alarum remigibusque secondariis apice
albis.

Cinereous Godwit spotted with brown, beneath white, the neclk
beneath and breast clouded with ash-colour, a fascia on the
wings and the secondary quills, at the tip white.

Scolopax cinerea. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 657. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.
724.

Terek Avoset. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 502.

Terek Snipe. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 155.
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" Tars curious species is probably referable to a
distinct genus, as its beak materally differs in form
from that of the true Godwits; it is nearly two
inches in length, and bends upwards from the base,
and slightly downwards at' the tip; its colour is
black : the upper parts of the plumage are cinereous,
with the middle of each feather brown, forming stripes
of the latter colour down the head, neck, and back :
the rump is also marked with brown, but in a trans- .
verse direction: the wings are ash-coloured, barred
with white : the quills are brown; the first with a
white shaft, the second ash-coloured ; the secondaries
are tipped with white: the under parts of the body
are white, with the throat and breast clouded with
ash-colour : the tail-feathers are greyish-ash, all but
the two middle ones, varied with whitish : legs red-
dish-brown : irides brown.

Found during the summer in the vicinity of the
Caspian Sea, breeding about the mouth of the river
Terek : it frequents the marshes and salt lakes in
flocks, and feeds on insects; worms, &c.
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92 RED KNOT.

greyish-ash, edged with whitish.  In winter the
throat,” the middle of the belly, .nd vent are pure
white : the forehead, eyebrows, sides, and fore part
_ of the neck, the breast and the sides are also white,
but varied with small longitudinal brown streaks,
and tranverse zigzag brown ash-coloured bands : the
head, neck, back and scapulars are bright ash with
brown shafts : the rump and upper tail-coverts are
white, crossed with zigzag black streaks: the wing-
coverts are ash-coloured, edyged with white, and with
brown shafts : the tail-feathers are ash-coloured, bor-
dered with white : the back and legs are blackish
green : the irides are brown. ~ The young have those
parts which are copper-coloured in the old of a bright
red, till they attain the age of nine months, and
during the spring : the nape and top of the head are
yellowish-ash with brown longitudinal streaks: the
top of the back is varied with bright red and dusky,
and the oval spots on the scapulars are very bright
red : the middle of the belly, and sometimes the
breast, is varied with white feathers and spotted with
brown ; the proportion of the greyish feathers above
and white feathers below varies according . to the
period of its moulting. The young previous to
moulting differ but little from the old in their winter
plumage. The cinereous hue on their upper parts
is paler: all the feathers are surrounded by a slight
dirty yellow border; with brown longitudinal spots
on tne top of the head and the nape: there is a
slight reddish tinge on the breast, and a brown stripe
between the eye and the beak ; the under mandible
ofcthe latter and the legs being greenish-hrown.
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This species inLabits the arctic regions, where it
breeds : it lives during the summer in the marshes,
and in the autumn near the sea coasts: it appears in
this country at the latter season, but does not breed
here : the fens of Lincolushire and the Isle of Ely
are the places where it is most frequently seen : in
Lincolnshive this species is taken by means of nets in
great quantities, and are much esteemed as food when
fattened :- they first appear in August, and disappear
about November with the first frost. ~They feed on
worms and aquatic insects. * This bird is said to
have been a favourite dish with Canute, king of
England ; and Camden observes, that its name is
derived from his— Knute, or Knout, as he was called,
which, - in process of time, has peen changed to
Knot.””—(Bew. 2. 76.)

AMERICAN KNOT.
(Calidris rufa.)

CA. corpore supra grisea nigro albo,_ferrugineoque variegato, guld,
superciliis, collo anteriore pectoreque fusco-ferrugineis, wentre
crissoque albis.

Knot, with the body ahove grey, variegated with black, white,
and rust-colour ; the throat, eyebrows, neck before and breast
brownish rust-colour; the belly and vent white.

Red-breasted Sandpiper. (Tringa rufa.) Wils. dmer. Orn.
v. vil. p. 43. pl. Ivii. £ 5.

Ta1s bird is ten inches long, and twenty in ex-
tent : the beak is black, and about an inch and a half
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long : the chin, eyebrows, and wiole breast are pale
brownish orange : crown, hind huad from the upper
mandible backwards, and neck, dull white, streaked
with black : back a pale slaty olive ; the feathers
tipped with white, barred and spotted with black and
pale ferruginous : tail-coverts white, elegantly barred
with black : wings plain dusky, black towerds the ex-
tremity ; the greater coverts tipped with white;
shafts of the primaries white: tail pale ashy-olive,
finely edged with white ; the two middle feathers
somewhat the longest: belly and vent white, the
latter marked with small arrow heads of black : legs
and feet black ; toes bordered with a narrow mem-
brane: eye small and black. In some specimens the
red on the breast is much paler, in others it descends
as far as the thighs. Both sexes are alike.

Native of North America: it appears in the
United States early in May, remains a few weeks,
and disappears till October: in November it retires
to the south. It associates in small flocks, and affects
the sandy flats of the coasts, searching for small
bivalve mollusca. It is not easily alarmed, and on
the approach of the sportsman will frequently remain
fixed and silent for some time. It is called the grey-
back among the Americans, and is greatly prized for
its excellent flavour : its nest and eggs are unknown.

ag
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RED DUNLIN.

(Pelidna subarcuata.)

Pr. rostro capite longiore, paulo arcuato, rectricibus duabus
mediis rolundatis.

Dunlin with the beak longer than the head, slightly bent down,
the two middle tail-feathers ronded.

Tringa subarquata. ZTemm. man. d'Orn. 393. Id. 2 Edit. 2.
609.

Scolopax subarquata. ~ Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 658.

L’Alouette de mer ordinaire. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 490.

Red Sandpiper. Penn. Arot. Zool. 2. 476. Lath. Gen. Syn.
5. 186.

Winrer Dressi—Scolopax Africana. = Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 655.

Numenius Africanus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 712.

L' Alouette de mer. Buf. Pl. Enl. 851.

Cape Curlew. Lath. Gen, Syn. 5. 126.

TuE summer plumage of this species answers to
the following description : its forehead, eyebrows,
and throat are white dotted with brown : the top of
the head is black, edged with rufous: the nape is
red, with small longitudinal black dashes : the neck,
breast, and under parts are red chesnut ; sometimes,
according to the 'time of year, marked with small
black spots, or variegated with white : tail-coverts
white, transversely rayed with black and red: the
back, scapulars, and large wing-coirerts of a deep
black ; on the edge of the feathers is a range of
angulated  bright red spots, the greater portion of

which are terminated with bright ash : the rest of the
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coverts dusky, edged with reddish-yellow, or deep
brown, edged with whitish : the tail is of a Cusky-
ash, bordered with white. During the winter the
forehead, the eyebrows, throat, the upper tail-coverts,
the vent, and all the under parts are pure white :
between the beak and the eye is a brown stripe: the
top of the head, the back, the scapulars, and the
wing-coverts are of an ashy-brown, with a deeper
brown dash in the direction of the shafts: the fea-
thers of the neck are longitudinally rayed with
brown, and edged with whitish : the fore part of the
neck and the breast are the same, but of a clearer
tint : the tail is ash-coloured, edged with white ; the
outer feathers are white within. The beak is black,
the irides brown, and the legs are brown or dusky-
ash : the length of the bird is about eight inches.

The young greatly resemble in colour that of the
old in winter ; but the centre of the feathers of the
back, the scapulars, and the wing-coverts are dusky-
ash, bordered and terminated by a broad band of
yellowish-white : no distinct spots on the breast,
which is slightly shaded with yellow, white, and
bright brown : the beak is slightly arcuated, and
about an inch and a half in length : the legs are
brown.

This bird is a native of most parts of Europe,
frequenting the borders of the sea and lakes, and
but rarely apnearing inland : it migrates in the spring
and autumn : its food consists of small insects and
worms : it occasionally breeds in Holland, near the
water ; laying four or five yellomsh eggs, spotted
with brown. It has also been taken in England.
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between the upper mandible of the beak and the eye,
the abdomen and under tail-cove.ts are pure white :
between the beak and the eye is a brown stripe : the
neck and breast are yellowish-red, with longitudinal
brown spots: on the belly are several dusky-hlack
spots, which are irregularly placed in patches: the
feathers of the back and the scapulars are black,
edged with clear red and yellowish, but some of
them are entirely cinereous towards tke approach of
the winter : the wing-coverts are brown, edged with
yellowish-red.

Montagu was the first naturalist who determined
the point respecting the identity of the Purre and
the Dunlin, he having with infinite pains collected a
quantity of speciinens together during the periods of
moulting ; by which means he ascertained that the
two supposed species were but one. Temminck and
Sabine are also of this opinion : and these two birds
appearing and disappearing in regular succession,
annually, also tend to confirm the above.

This species is in plenty in this country, and
during the winter season is found on the flat sandy
shores and inlets of the coast, where large flocks are
seen in company with Sanderlings, Dotterels, &e.
They run nimbly close to the water’s edge, and are
perpetually wagging their tails, whilst they are busily
engaged in picking up their food, which consists of
small worms and insects. During the snmmer they
alsc frequent the coasts and prepare their nest, laying
three or four very large eggs, which are greenish-
white, varied with blotches and spots of brown.

- It appears to be widely dispersed over Europe and
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an inch long, very slender, and lictle bending down-
wards, and rather larger near th2 point than at the
middle : irides dusky: the forehead, crown of the
head, back of the neck, back and scapulars dark
cinereous, dusky down the shafts, except on the
neck, which is rather lighter coloured than the rest:
from the beak to the eye a dusky-brown streak ;

above that an obscure dirty-white one: chin and
~ throat white : fore part of the neck and upper vreast
pale cinereous brown : lower breast, belly, vent, and
under tail-coverts pure white : primaries, secondaries,
and the greater coverts immediately impending them,
dusky, very slightly tipped with white, most so on
the coverts, and the primaries margined with white
on the outer webs, except the two first: the shaft
of the first quill is white, the others dusky-brown:
spurious wing and smaller coverts near it dusky;
those along the ridge of the wing dusky and cine-
reous ; the rest of the coverts and tertials cinereous,
like the back ; a few of the former edged with pale
rufous-brown : the rump and upper tail-coverts
dusky, the feathers slightly tipped with cinereous :
the tail is cuneiform, composed of twelve feathers;
the six middle ones are cinereous, the two middle-
most inclining to dusky ; the three outer feathers on
each side pure white : legs light olive-brown, three
quarters of an inch long: claws black.”” He also
describes what appears to be the young bird, previous
to its first moulting. < It is,” he says, « the size
of the above: the beak and irides the same: the
forehead and cheeks round the eyes very pale; nearly
-white : throat and all beneath white, except across
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TevMINug gives the following description of this
species :  Length five inches and a half: beak very
slightly bent at its point, and shorter than the head :
tail somewhat wedged, the three exterior feathers
pure white : Il the upper parts of the bird of a clear
brown-ash, with a dusky-brown stripe on the shafts :
the breast and fore part of the neck of a reddish-ash :
the throat and all the under parts of the body, with
the three lateral tail-feathers, and its lateral coverts;
pure white : the intermeciate coverts dusky: the
four mner tail feathers brown-grey : the beak and
feet are brown. This is said to be the winter
plumage; that of the summer is as follows. ~All the
feathers of the upper parts are of a deep black in
the middle, edged with a band of rufous: the fore-
head, fore part of the neck, and breast, are of an
ash-red, with very small longitudinal black  stripes:
the throat and under parts are pure white: the four
inner tail- feathers are dusky-brown. The young differ
in having the whole of the upper parts of a greyish-
black, with the nape palest ; all the feathers, except
those of the nape, bordered with a narrow yellowish
band; the scapulars have also a slight black band to-
wards their tips: the breast and neck are ash, slightly
tinged with rufous: the throat, eyebrows, and under
parts are pure white : the feet are dusky green.

This species inhabits the Arctic regions, where it
is supposed to breed : it feeds on small insects. May
not this be the same as the preceding ?
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MINUTE DUNLIN.

(Pelidna minuta.)

PE. caudad cinered subcuneatd, tectricibus caude unferioribus rec-
tricibus mediis equalibus, rostro recto capite breviore.

Dunlin with a cinereous slightly-wedged tail, its under-coverts
equal in length to the tail-feathers, the beak straight and
shorter than the head.

Tringa minuta. Leisler. Temm. man. d’Orn, 403.

Bécasseau échasses. Temm. man. d'Orn. 403. Id. 2 Edit. ii.
624.

Tais species is five inches and a half in length : it
has the beak straight, and shorter shan the head : all
the upper parts of the body are ash-coloured, with a
dusky-brown spot on their shafts: the sides of the
breast are reddish-ash : there is a brown dash between
the eye and the beak: the middle of the breast, the
throat, eyebrows, fore part of the neck, and all the
under parts and lateral under tail-coverts pure white :
the tail-feathers bright ash, with the exception of the
two middle ones, which are brown : the beak and
legs black. Its summer plumage differs, having the
top of the head black with rufous stripes: the sides
of the neck and of the breast bright reddish, spread
with small angulated brown spots: the eyebrows,
throat, breast, and all the under parts pure white :
the back and scapulars dusky, the feathers termi-.
nated with bright red, and bordered with large spots
of the latter colour : the lateral feathers of the upper
tail-coverts white with distinct spots: wing-coverts
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of a brown-ash, edged with brigat ash; the shafts
dusky . the two riddle tail-feataers dusky-brown,
The young have the feathers on the top of the head
dusky, edged with deep red : the forehead, eyebrows,
throat, fore part of the neck, the middle of the breast,
and the rest of the under parts pure white : a brown
stripe between the eye and the beak : the ~ides of the
breast reddish with brown dashes: the feathers of the
back, the scapulars and wing-coverts deep black ;
those of the top of the back edged with a broad red
border, and of the scaplﬂars with a broad yellowish-
white border, and those of the wing-coverts with a
narrow band of reddish-yellow : the two middle tail-
feathers dusky, edged with red.

Inhabits the northern regions, where it most pro-
bably breeds; frequenting the borders of rivers in
Germany, &c. during its migration : its food consists
of small worms and aquatic insects.

ST. DOMINGO DUNLIN.
(Pelidna Dominicensis,)

Pr. rostro pedibusque fuscis, corpore subtus rufescente, rectricibus
eatimis scapo albo, uropygio variegato.

Dunlin with the bealc and legs brown, the body beneath reddish,
th= outer tail-feathers with a white shaft, the rump variegated.

Tringa pusilla. Linn. Syst, Nat, 1. 252. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.
681,

La petite Alouette de mer. Briss. Orn. 5. 222.
Little Sandpiper, var. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 184.
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Tars species is ‘a native of St. Domingo, and is
about the size of a sparrow: it-is variegated with
brown and ferrugimous, and the under part of its
plumage is reddish-white. Its three outer tail-fea-
thers have white shafts, and its rump 15 variegated.

SEMIPALMATED DUNLIN.

(Pelidna? semipalmata.)

PE.? corpore supra, fusco, ferrugineo alboguenario, wropygio nigro
lateralibus albis, tectricibus alarum nigricante scapis albis, su-
perciliis albis.

Dunlin with the body above brown, varied with rust-coloured
white, the rump black, with white sides; the wing-coverts
dusky with white shafts, the eyebrows white.

Semipalmated Sandpiper. (Tringa semipalmata.) Wals. dmer.
Orn. v, vii, p, 131. pl. Ixiii. 4.

VEry similar to P. pusilla: its length is six inches:
beak black, very slightly bent: crown and body above
dusky brown, the plumage edged with ferruginous
and tipt with white : tail and wings nearly of a length:
sides of the rump white : rump and tail-coverts black :
wing-coverts dusky black, shafted and banded with
white, much in the manner of the Little Dunlin :
over the eye is a line of white: lesser cover:s tipt
with white : legs and feet blackish-ash : the irides
buff-coloured. Both sexes are alike, and vary much
in size.
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The young greatly resemble tue females, but the
colours on the for~ part of the neck and on the breast
are dull ashy-red : the feathers on the head, those of
the back, the scapulars, and the greater wing-coverts
are dusky-black, bordered deeply with red and yel-
lowish : the lesser wing-coverts are edged with red-
dish-white : the throat, belly, and venf, are pure
white : the beak is black: the legs are greenish.

The male only of this pugnacious bird is called
the Ruff;, the female being denominated the Reeve.
The most remarkable circumstances attending the
history of this species is its quarrelsome disposition
which is said to arise from the number of males greatly
exceeding that of the females, as upon their arrival
in this country i the spring the males each fix upon
a small hillock or dry grassy spot in the marshes,
about which he runs around till he has almost trodden
the space bare ; and the moment a female comes in
sight, all the males within a certain distance com-
mence a general battle, placing their beaks on the
ground, spreading the feathers of the neck, and using
the same action as a Cock; and their combats are
described as being both desperate and of long con-
tinuance ; but at the end the female generally be-
comes the prize of the victor. It is during these
battles that the fowlers take the opportunity of seizing
them, which they do in great numbers by means of
clap-nets. An erroneous opinion prevails that the
fattening of Ruffs, when in confinement, should take
place in the dark, lest the admission of light should
set them to fighting : the fact is, that every bird,
_even when kept in a room, takes its stand, as it
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would in the open air; and if ancther invades its
circle a battle ensucs. A whole roomful of them may
be set into fierce contest by compelling them to shift
their stations ; but, after the cause has subsided, they
resume their circles and become pacific.> In confine.
ment they do not lose their pugnacious disposition ;
and if a basin of bread and milk, or boiled wheat, is set
before them, it is instantly contended for, and they
would starve in the midst of plenty, if several dishes
of food were not placed among them, at a distance
from each other. Montagu observes of some that he
kept in confinement, that the males paid no atten-
tion to the Reeves, except to drive them from their
food; and never attempted to dispute with any other
species, but would feed out of the same dish with
Land Rails and other birds confined with them, in
perfect amity.

These birds are highly esteemed as a most deli-
cious dish, and are sought after with great eagerness
by the fowlers who live by catching them : but before
they are offered for sale they are generally put up to
fatten for about a fortnight, and are, during that
time, fed with boiled wheat, and bread and milk
mixed with hemp-seed ; by this mode of treatment
they speedily become very fat, and are often sold for
a high price: they are dressed after the same manner
as the Woodcock.

They are birds of passage ; and arrive in the fens
of Lincolnshire, the Isle of Ely, and the East Riding
of Yorkshire, in the spring, in great numbers ; and
about the beginning of May the female forms her
nest on a clump, in the most swampy parts of the

Vie: XTLE. L.
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TRINGA. TRI_NGA.
Generic Character.

Rostrum teretiusculum, lon- | Beak rounded, the length of

gitudine capitis. the head.

Nares parvee. Nostrils small,

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi: di- || Legs four-toed, cleft; the
gito postico a terra fre- ||  hinder toe often elevated
quentius. elevato. from the ground.

TRINGA. Lath., Gmel.

RATHER than omis the numerous species of
Tringa which are described in the works of Latham
and Gmelin, without any indication of the peculiar
forms or proportions of their beaks and feet, or of
their general habits, I shall proceed to give their
accounts of such birds, and retain the above generic
name for them, in order to prevent confusion, and
to enable future ornithologists to ascertain the re-
spective individuals, and arrange them under their
proper genera.



116

WHITE-WINGED TRINGA-.
(Tringa leucoptera.)

'T'R. fitsca, corpore subtus superciliis uropygiogque rufis, caudd rufo
maculatd, humeris albis. ~

Brown Tringa, with the body beneath, the eyelids, and rump, red,
the tail spotted with red, the shoulders white.

Tringa leucoptera, Gmel. Syst, Nat. 1. 678. Lath. Ind. Orn.
2. 781. :

White-winged Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 172. pl. 82.

“ Tars bird,” says Latham, ¢ is a trifle bigger
than the Purre: length eight inches and a half:
beak one inch, cinereous: irides dusky brown: over
the eye a pale streak : the head, hind part of the
neck, back, and wings, are brownish-black : lesser
wing-coverts dusky black : from the bend of the wing
an oblique streak passes over the wing-coverts; the
greater ones mixed ferruginous and black: quills
black, and reach almost to the end of the tail : the
throat, breast, belly, and rump are rafous: vent dirty
yellow : the two middle tail-feathers deep brownish-
black ; the others barred black and rufous ; the outer
feathers ashy on the exterior webs : legs dusky green.
This inhabits Otaheite, near the rivers, and is called
Torowée: also met with at Eimeo, or York Isle, and
and is there called Z-ze.” ; e

¢ This bird varies. In one specimen which came
under my view, the crown of the head was dusky:
the line over the eye ferruginous; and a tinge of
the same was visible throughout the whole of the
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plumage : beak and iegs yellowish. In another va-
riety (figured by D.. Latham) all the lesser ing-
coverts were white : four of the middle tail-feathers
plain ; the others barred as usual: but all had the
streak over the eye.”

NEW YORK’ TRINGA.

(Tringa noveboracensis.)

Tr. nigricans, pennis margine albidis, subtus alba, tectricibus
caudee albo nigroque fasciatis, caudd cinered.

Dusky Tringa with the edges of the feathers whitish ; bencath
white, the tail-coverts fasciated with white and black, the tail
ash-coloured.

Tringa noveboracensis, Gumel. Syst. Nat. 1. 673. Lath. Ind.
Orn. 2. 735.

New York Sandpiper. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 387. Lath. Gen.
Syn. 5. 180.

Tur prevailing colour of this obscure species is
dusky-brown : the back is dusky, the feathers edged
with cinereous: the lesser wing-coverts are also of
that colour, but edged with white; the secondaries
the same as the back : the under side of the neck and
body are white : the breast is spotted, and the sides
streaked with brown : the tail-coverts are barred with
black and white : the tail itself is cinereous. In-
habits new York : is probably a young bird.
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STREAKED TRINGA.

(Tringa virgata.)

TR, fusca albo marginaia, subtus alba, scapularibys maculis fer-
ruginets, capite colloque albis fitsco longitudinalﬁtgr striatis.
Brown Tringa margined with white, beneath white, the sca~
; pulars spotted with ferruginous, the head ard neck white lon-
gitudinally striped with browx,
Tringa virgata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 671. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 735,
Streaked Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 180.

Tur Streaked Tringa is about the size of the
Common Snipe: its beak is dusky, about an inch
and a quarter long: its head and neck are white,
longitudinally streaked with dusky : the back is dusky,
the feathers edged with white: the scapulars are
dusky, edged and varied with rust-colour : the wing-
coverts are cinereous : the quills are dusky : the lower
part of the back and tail are dusky cinereous: the
upper tail-coverts and all the under parts of the body
are white : the sides are spotted with dusky : legs
dusky. Inhabits Sandwich Sound.

BOREAL TRINGA.

(Tringa borealis.)

Tr. cinerea, collo lateribus pectoreque pallidiore wndulatis, super=
ciliis guld tectricibus caude corporeque subtus albis
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Ash-coloured Tringa, with the sides of the reck ~nd the breast
undulated with paler, the eye-brows, throat, tail-coverts, and
body beneath, white. 0

Tringa borealis. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 674. Lath. Ind. Orn, 2.
735.

Boreal Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 181.

- Nartive of King George’s Land : ¢ Beak short,

stout, and a little swelling at the point ; colour dusky

brown, with a black tip : the upper part of the
plumage cinereous, mottled on the sides of the neck
with a paler colour, which comes forward on the
breast : over the eye a streak of white: chin, and
under parts of the body, and upper tail-coverts white:
quills and tail dusky : legs deep brown.”—(Dr. La-
tham.) :

NEWFOUNDLAND TRINGA.

(Tringa Nova Terre.)

Tw. nigricans fusco marginata sublus cinereo-alba, pedibus remi=

gibus cauddque nigris. . ’
Dusky Tringa, edged with brown, beneath ashy-white, with the

legs, quills, and tail black.
Tringa Nova Terre. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 674. Lath. Ind. Orn.

2.735.
Newfoundland Sandpiper. ZLath. Gen. Syn. 5. 181.

Drscripep by Latham from the drawings of the
late Sir Joseph Banks. ¢ Beak black: upper part
of the neck and body dusky black, the feathers
edged with ferruginous : beneath cinereous white :

3
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QUEBEC TRINGA.

(Tringa Canadensis.)

TR. cinereo-obscura, jugulo cinerasccnte, abdomine albo lateribus
maculato, pedibus flavis. .

Obscure-ashy Tringa, with the jugulum ashy, the abdomen white,
its sides spotted, the legs yellow. ¢

Tringa Canadensis. Lath. Ind. Jrn. Sup. Ixv.

Quebec Sandpiper. Lath. Syn. Sup. 2. 313.

Drscrisep by Dr. Latham from a specimen brought
from Quebec by General Davies : ¢ Size of the Song
Thrush : length rine inches: beak nearly one inch
and a half long, and slender ; the base reddish, the
rest of its length black : general colour of the plu-
mage dusky-plumbeous ash-colour : the feathers on
the back margined with ash-colour; of the wing-
coverts and breast with greyish-white : the three first
quills dusky, with white shafts ; three of the inner
ones just fringed with white at the tips ; the two or
three next white, marked with ash-colour on the
outer web; then follow two or three almost wholly
white ; the rest plain dusky: the four middle tail-
feathers dusky, the others pale-ash, fringed at the
edges and tips with white: between the beak and
eye, and the chin, dusky white, mottled : fore part
of the neck plain ash-colour: belly white; sides of
it, close to the wings, marked with a few dusky spots:
the thighs are (contrary to the usual nature of the
genus) covered with feathers quite to the knees, and
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TOTANUS. SANDPIPER.

Generic Character.

Rostrwm  subtenue,  aut
longum aut mediocre, te-
retiusculum, interdum
versus apicem pauld Te-
curvum, supra sulcatum :
mandibuli superiore apice
leevigatd et incurvd; in-
feriore apice ascendens.

Nares parve lineares, la-
terales, in sulco sitee.

Pedes longi, tetradactyli; di-
gith antict aut exteriores
soli basi membrand con-
nexi; pollez apice solo in-
sistens.

Real rather slender, long,
or medial, rounded, some-
times a little recurved to-
wards the tip, sulcated
above: the upper mandible
smooth at its tip and in-
curved ; the lower ascend-
ing at its tip.

Nostrils small, linear, lateral,

placed in a groove.

Legs long, four-toed; the
aniderior toes, or the outer
ones only, connected by a'
membrane at the base; the
linder toe resting on' its
tip alone.

TOTANUS. Ray, Briss., Temm,
SCOLOPAX. Linn., Gmel., Lath.
TRINGA. Linn., Gmel., Lath., Leach.

LIMOSA. Briss.

THE Sandpipers fly in small flocks, and inhabit
the sea-coasts, or those of lakes and rivers, as well as
damp meadows : they subsist on insects, worms, and
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mollusca, and occacionally upon small fish and their
fry : they moult sp~ing and autumm, and their winter
plumage differs but slightly from that of summer.
The beak is stronger than that of the Godwits,
Woodcocks, and Snipes, which enables' the birds to
find their sustenance on the earth, amongst stones, &c.
Two or three sectional divisions are required among
the birds constituting the present genus; but as I have
been unable to examine each species, I have not at-
tempted to divide them, except in separating the last,

which may probably be found at a future period to
form a new genus. T

A.  Digitis basi viz palmatis.
A. The toes scarcely palmated at their base.

BARTRAM’S SANDPIPER.
(Totanus Bartramia.)

To. fusco-nigricans, flavo maculata, genis, collo pectoreque fla-
wescentibus nigro lineatis, ventre, crisso femoribusque albis, caudd
elongatd, rectricibus lateralibus isabellinis nigro fusciatis.

Blackish-brown Sandpiper spotted with yellow, the cheeks, neck,
and breast yellowish, striped with black, the belly, vent, and
thighs white, the tail elongated, its outer feathersisabella colour
striped with black,

Tringa longicauda. Becks. Temm. mans d'Orn. 2 Edit, ii.-651.

Totanus Bartramia. Zemm. L. c. '

Bartram’s Sandpiper. (Tringa Bartramia.) Wils. Amer. Orn.
v. vii. 63. pl. 59. f. 2. :

Chevalier 4 longue queue. Zemm. L. c.
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128 GREEN SANDPIPEF.

coverts and all the under parts ar> pure white, except
the fove part of the neck, which 7s varied with small
brown dots: the tail is pure white, with its two
middle feathers marked with three or four broad
black bands, and those next to them decreasing in
the number of bars towards the outside featners,
which are quite plain: the beak is black, with its
base greenish : the legs are ashy-green. The young
have all the upper parts of a brighter and more
cinereous tinge : the feathers are edged with a narrow
reddish band, and are sprinkled with very small yel-
lowish dots : the white at the base of the tail is nar-
rower, and the black bars on the tail itself are broader
than in the old birds. :

This species dzlights in the borders of fresh lakes
and pools of water in preference to the sea-coasts:
it is a solitary bird, seldom more than a pair being
seen together, and that only in the hreeding season :
it arrives in England about the middle of September,
and departs at the end of April to breed, which it is
said to do in the central countries of Europe, forming
its nest of grasses, &c. at the borders of the water,
and laying four or five eggs, which are greenish-white
spotted with brown. It inhabits the greater portion
of Europe, as far as Iceland, and has also been ob-
served in Siberia.
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““SOLITARY SANDPIPER.

(Totanus solitarius.)

To. corpore supra fusco albo punctato, pectore albo olivaceo-fuusco
maculato; pedibus virescentibus, rectricibus duabus intermediis
olivaceis.

Sandpiper with tlie body above brown spotted with white, the
breast white spotted with olive-brown, the legs greenish, the
two middle tail-feathers olive.

Solitary Sandpiper. (Tringa solitaria)) Wils, Amer. Orn. v, vii.
p- 53. pl. lviii. £ 3.

Tas Solitary Sandpiper is eight inches and a half
long, and fifteen inches in extent : the beak is one
inch and a quarter in length, and dusky: line over the
eye, chin, belly, and vent, pure white : breast white,
spotted with pale olive-brown : crown and neck above
dark olive streaked with white : back, scapulars, and
rump dark brown-olive, each feather marked along t.hc
edges with small round spots of white : wings plain,
and of a darker tint : under tail-coverts spotted with
black : tail slightly rounded, the five exterior fea-
thers on each side white, broadly barred with black ;
the two middle ones, as well as their coverts, plain
olive : legs long, slender, and of a dusky green.
Both sexes similar in colour.

The above is Wilson’s description of this pretty
species, of whose habits he gives the following ac-
count. It inhabits the highest mountains during the
summer, from Kentucky to New York; but is no-
where numerous, seldlom more than two or three

XTI PUT, 9
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Totanus glareola. Temi.r. man, d’Orn. 422. Id. 2 Edit.ii. G54,

Tringa glareola. Linn, Syst. Nat. 1. 250. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.
677. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 730, !

Wood Sandpiper. Penn, Arct. Zool. 2. 482. Lath. Gen, Syn.
5. 172. :

Bur little is known of this scarce bird, as to the
periodical changes of its plumage : during the Spring
it has a ffarrow stripe of brown between the beak and
the eye : the top of the head and the nape are lon-
gitudinally striped with brown and whitish : the sides
of the head, the fore part of the neck, the breast,
and the flanks, are whitish-ash longitudinally rayed
with brown : the eyebrows, the throat, and the middle
of the belly are pure white : the vent and tail-coverts
are also white, finely striped with brown in the di-
rection of the shafts: the back and scapulars are
dusky, with large white and brown spots, placed on
the edges of the webs: the wing-coverts are ashy-
brown, with triangular cinereous-white spots on the
edges of the feathers: the tail-feathers are barred
alternately with brown and white, the two or three
lateral ones having their inner webs wholly white :
the beak is black, with its base greenish: the legs
are greenish. Its length is seven inches and a half.

Native of tHe north-eastern parts of Europe, among
the marshy woods of Germany, Sweden, Poland, &. :
never in Holland or England. It breeds in the arctic
regions, and is said to lay four eggs of a yellowish-
green spotted with brown. 2
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the shafts: the Lase of the under mandible of the beak
is red, the tip biack : the legs are brown, slightly
tinged with reddish. In the winter the top of the
head, the nape, the back, the scapulars, and the wing-
coverts, are greyish-ash colour, with the shafts (f the
feathers dusky : a stripe from the upper mandible to
the eye, the throat, the breast, the belly, gent, and
rump, are pure white : the sides are greyish-white :
between the mouth and the eye is « dusky band :
the cheeks, the sides, and fore part of the neck are
clouded with ash-colour and white: the upper tail-
coverts and the tail itself are rayed transversely with
dusky-brown and white : the beak is black, with its
under mandible red at its base : its legs are bright red,
- The young differ in having the upper parts of the
plumage of an olive-brown tint : the feathers of the
back are edged with a small white streak : and the
wing-coverts and the scapulars have several small
triangular white spots on the edges of their webs:
all the under parts of the body are white varied with
numerous zigzag stripes and indistinet spots of ashy-
brown : the legs are reddish-orange. ]

During the periods of moulting, the colours of the
plumage become more confused as the new feathers
are developed, and the old ones thrown off.

Tnhabits the north of Europe and America, breed-
ing in the regions of the Arctic Circle: it has oc-
curred but seldom in England, few specimens only
being on record: Montagu mentions two indivi-
duals having been shot in Devonshire, and Bewick
two in the north. The Cambridge Godwit of Pen-
- mant was shot in the county of that name, and it is
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ABout €'even inches in lengtl. : the beak is black
at its tip and bright ved at its base : the irides are
brown : from the upper mandible of the beak to the
eye is a white streak : the head, the nape, the top of
the back, the scapulars, and wing-coverts, are ashy-
brown tinged with olive, each feather having a lon-
gitudinal black stripe; and those of the scapulars
and greater wing-coverts having several very small
transverse black rays: the rump is white: the sides
of the head, the throat, and all the rest of the under
parts of the plumage, are white ; the centre of each
feather being dusky brown : the tail-feathers are
striped with white and black, and tipped with pure
white ; the white on the four middle feathers being
tinged with greyish: the legs are of a very bright
vermilion colour. In the winter the head, the hind
part of the neck, the top of the back, the scapulars,
and the wing.coverts, are of a brown ash-colour,
varied with a deeper tint in the direction of the
shafts : the throat, the sides of the head, the fore
part of the neck, and the breast, are greyish white,
with a fine brown stripe on the shafts: the rump,
belly, and vent, are pure white: the tail-feathers
are transversely barred with white, and broad black
zigzag stripes : the legs are pale red : the lower half
of the beak red, the point black.

The young have a white streak between the upper
mandible and the eye : the space between the beak
and the eye brown : the feathers on the top of the
head are brown, delicately bordered with yellowish :
the nape is ash-coloured : the back and scapulars are
brown ; all the feathers being laterally bordered with 3
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deep yellow band : the wing-coverts 2ve dasky brown,
edged and tipped with yellowish-white : the throat
is whitish, varied with small brown dots: the sides of
the neck are ash-coloured, with very straight longi-
tudinal brown rays: the belly, sides, «und vent are
white ; the two latter and the tail-coverts are spotted
with brown : the tip of the tail-feathers is reddish :
the beak is livid at its base and brown at its tip : the
legs are yellowish-orange.

This species is found in various parts of Europe,
and is tolerably plentiful in this country; residing
the greatest part of the year in the fenny countries,
where it breeds and rears its young: it makes a
slight nest with coarse grass upon a tump in the
moister parts or most boggy places, and begins to
lay early in May : when disturbed it is very clamo-
rous, making an incessant shrill piping note, and
flying round its nest in a circular direction : its eggs
are four in number, of a yellowish-green, spotted
with brown, especially at the larger end. The Red-
shank is of a solitary character, being mostly seen
alone or in pairs only : it pines in confinement : it
lives upon insects (but rarely touches the coleopterous
ones) and worms.
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BEWICK'S SANDPIPER.
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. ABOUT nine inciies in length : ir the summer its
beak is black : from the top of the’beak to the eye is
white : the throat, the fore part of the breast, the
belly, and vent, are pure white : the space hetween
the heak and the eye, the temples, the sides and fore
part of the neck, the flanks, sides of the breast, and
under tail-coverts, are also pure white, with a small
longitudinal spot on each feather : the crown of the
head-and the nape are rayed longitudinally with
black on a whitish-ash ground : the top of the back,
the scapulars, and greater wing-coverts, are ash-co-
lour, tinged with reddish, varied on each feather
with transverse black bands, which are broadest to-
wards their tips, and are disposed diagonally on the
longer feathers of the shoulders : the two middle tail-
feathers are ash-colour, rayed diagonally, and the
rest are rayed on their outer webs in longitudinal
zigzags : the legs are greenish.” In the winter the
beak is dusky ash-colour : the eyebrows, the face,
the throat, the middle of the back, the fore part of
the neck and the breast, and the rest of the under
parts of the plumage are pure white : the nape is
longitudinally rayed with brown and white : the top
of the head and of the back, the scapulars, and the
greater wing-coverts are bright ash-colour, edged
with whitish : the smaller coverts and bend of the
wing are dusky-ash : the sides of the neck and of the
breast are white, with small brown spots : the tail is
white, diagonally rayed with brown bands, excep% on
the two outer feathers, marked with a longitudinal
zigzag : the legs are olive-green: the irides are
brown. The young differ from the adult in having
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Common Sandpiper. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 204, Penn. Arct,
Zool. 2. 388. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 173. Lew. Brit: Birds,

5, pl. 172. Walc. Syn. 2. pl. 148. Mont. Orn. Dict. 2. Bew,
Brit. Birds, 2. 104. *

Tar plumage of this species does not appear to -
vary according to the season of the year, but to
remain constant at all times: its length is about
seven inches and a half : its beak is dusky, and irides
brown : all the upper parts of the body are brown
glossed with olivaceous, and marked with a blackish
ray in the direction of the shafts : the feathers of the
wings and of the back are transversely streaked with
narrow zigzag dusky-black bands: over the eye is a
whitish streak : the throat, breast, belly, and the
rest of the under parts are pure white ; the sides of
the neck and the breast being varied with longitu-
dinal brown dashes: the four middle tail-feathers
like the back, with five transverse dusky lines; the
outer one on each side white with brown bars, and
the intermediate ones varied ‘with white on their
margins : the legs are greenish-ash. The young
have the throat and the fore part of the neck pure
white, with the sides of the latter spotted with brown :
the white line over the eyes is very broad : the wing-
coverts are of a deeper colour than in the old: the
feathers of the back are edged with red and dusky,
and those of the coverts are tipped with red and
black. fong

An elegant little species, visiting England in the
spring, and frequenting our lakes and rivers, on the
borders of which it makes its nest, composed of moss
and dry leaves, and generally placed in a hole on a
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towards the point, a very little curved, «nd of a dull
red colour, except at the apex ani sides, which are
dusky : irides hazel : the head and neck dusky black :
eyelids whitish : the throat white : back and scapulars
black, glossed with purple and edged with ash-coloar :
the wing-coverts black, tipped with white : the larger
ones above the primaries deeply so: quills black,
slightly edged with white on the exterior webs, except
thosc of the secondaries, which are almost wholly
white ; these, with the white tipped coverts, form a
slight oblique bar on the wing when extended: the
shafts white : breast and all beneath white, prettily
spotted with black, except the middle of the belly
and vent : the rump, coverts of the tail, and four
middle tail-feathers black, glossed like the back : the
other tail-feathers light cinereous ; in all twelve : the
legs and toes dull red ; claws black and blunt.”

¢ This bird was killed at Laugharne on the coast
of Caermarthenshire in January.”
. It has also occurred on the coasts of Sussex, Kent,
and Somersetshire ; and all the specimens were ob-
tained in the winter season.

The Selninger Sandpiper of Latham appears to be
the summer dress of this species, and the Striated
Sandpiper the young, or perhaps winter plumage.
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LONG-LEGGED SANDPIPER.

(Totanus grallatoris.)

To. pedibus longioribus olivaceo-viridibus, corpore fusco-cinerco,
subtus, wropygio, tectricibusque caude superioribus albis.

Sandpiper with long legs of an olive-green colour, the body ashy-
brown, beneath, rump and upper tail-feathers white.

Tringa grallatoris,  Mont. Orn. Dict. Sup. App.

Wood Sandpiper.  Mont. Orn. Dict. 2. and Sup. with fig.

Long-legged Sandpiper. Mont. Orn. Dict. Sup. App.

RemARKABLE for the great length of its legs ; and
is thus fully desczibed by Montagu. ¢ Length nine
inches : beak not quite an inch and a quarter long,
the base half dusky green, the other black, slender,
a trifle bending downwards at the point, upper man-
dible rather the largest, tapering to a blunt point :
irides dusky. Trom -the beak to the eye a dusky
streak, above which, on each side, is white passing
over the eye : the middle of the forehead and crown
dusky black, streaked with dirty white : coverts of
the ears dusky : chin and throat white : neck dusky,
closely and finely streaked with dirty white ; which
gives it a cinereous hue, fore part lightest : breast,
belly, sides, vent, and under. tail-coverts spotless
white : the feathers on the back dusky black, with a
puiplish gloss, marked with a dull yellowish spot on
each side of the webs near the tip: scapulars the
same, with several spots on the margins : the coverts
and tertials of the wings the same, but without the
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purplish gloss, and the spots inclining more to white
on the coverts : the smaller coverts on the ricge of
the wing plain dusky black : primary and secondary
quills, and first row of greater coverts immediately
impe.ding them black, slightly tipped with white,
except three or four of the first feathers: the shaft
of the first juill is white : upper part of the rump
black, with a few streaks of white ; lower rump and
upper tail-covects white : those next the tail spotted
with black : the tail consists of twelve feathers, the
middlemost rather the largest ; these are barred with
black and white alternately, a little oblique : on the
outer webs are eight black bars, on the mner webs
six ; the next feather has six bars on the outer and
four on the inner web ; the third has five and three
bars in the same manner ; the fourth has five and
one ; the fifth and outer feathers are only spotted on
the margin of the outer web, with one spot on the
inmer web of the former ; the latter is plain white on
the interior web ; the black bars on the middle
feathers do not exactly correspond : those on the
inner webs rise higher at the shaft, and often run
into the superior bar on the outer web : the legs are
of an olive-green, long and slender, measuring three
inches from the knee to the end of the middle toe,
and bare of feathers one inch above the knee.”

This bird, which was first noticed by that active
and zealous British naturalist Montagu, and described
as above mentioned by him, was shot on the coast of
South Devon in August ; and upon dissection proved
to be a male. In the second volume of his Orni-
thological Dictionary, he describes it as the Wood
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Sahdpiper, making, however, some apt remarks as to
the possibility of future observations proving it to be
a distinct species from that, chiefly on account of the
-superior length of its legs. In his Appendix to the
Supplement of the same work, he has established its
rank as a distinct species, as shown by the above
quoted synonyms; and he there mentions <he exist-
ence of two other specimens, one shot in Yorkshire, in
the month of January (in Mr. Foljamiy’s collection),
and the other at Woolwich in August 1812 : the
latter differed but slightly from the first described.

SOUTHERN SANDPIPER.
(Totanus australis.)

To. corpore scolopacino, cervice nebulosd, genis collogue albidis,
lateribus corporis maculis lunatis, fuscis.

Sandpiper with the body nearly resembling that of the Woodcock,
the top of the neck clouded, the cheeks and neck whitish, the
sides of the body lunated with brown.

Scolopax australis. Lath. Ind. Orn. Sup. Ixv.

New Holland Snipe.  Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 310.

From Latham. ¢ Beak straight, large at the
base, the upper mandible dilating a little at the
point, and twice the length of the head: colour of
the plumage above brown, mottled somewhat in the
manner of a Woodcock : sides of the head and the
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neck dusky-white : back of the neck n.arked with
brown streaks, and clouds of the sime: on the sides
next the wings a few clouded crescents: heak and
legs pale yellow : irides blue. Inhabits New South
Walss.”

WHITE SANDPIPER.
(Totanus candidus.)

To. rostro pedibusque aurantiis, corpore albicante rectricibus can-
didis griseo fasciatis.

Sandpiper with the beak and legs gold colour, the body whitish,
the tail-feathers white fasciated with grey.

Scolopax candida. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 668. Lath. Ind. Orn.
2.722.

Totanus candidus. Briss- Orn. 5. 207.

Le Chevalier blanc. Bugf. Ois. 7. 519.

White Redshank. Edw. pl. 139. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 151.

Lencra eleven inches: beak nearly two inches
long, orange-coloured, with its tip black : the upper
part of the head, the neck, back, scapulars, lesser
wing and upper tail-coverts are white, varied with
transverse rufous grey streaks: the greater wing-

 coverts are dirty white : the primary quills are grey,
the secondaries and tail white, transversely spotted
with reddish grey : the fore part of the head, “the
throat, all the under parts of the body, the vent and
rump are pure white : legs orange. Native of Hud-
son’s Bay.
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(Totanus flayipes.)

To. albidus nigro maculatus, alis fuscis, collo subtus pectoreque albo
nigroque maculatis, abdomine tectricibusque caucee albis, rectri-
cibus albis_fusciss, fuscis.

Whitish Sandpiper spotted with black, the wings brown, tiie neck
beneath and breast spotted with black and white, the belly and
tail-coverts white, the tail-feathers white, barred with brown.

Totanus flavipes. Sabine. Frank. Journ. App. p. 188,

Scolopax flavipes. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 659. Lath. Ind. Orn.
2. 723.

Yellow-shauk Snipe.  Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 378. Lath. Gen.
Syn. 5. 152, Wls. dmer. Orn. v. vii. p. 55. pl. Iviii, £ 4.

LencTH eleven inches : its beak is black : its head,
neck behind, back, and greater wing.coverts are dirty
white, spotted with black ; the lesser coverts are
plain brown : its primaries are dusky : its breast and
fore part of its neck are spotted black and white : its
belly and tail-coverts are white : its tail is barred with
brown and white : its legs are yellow. The summer
dress of this bird is thus described by Sabine: ¢ Nine
inches and a half in length ; the beak is straight, and
about an inch and a quarter long : the upper man-
dible is grooved and a little arched at its extremity;
the chin, neck, and breast are dingy white, marked
with longitudinal stripes of dark ash-colovr : the head
ana back of the neck dark-brown, a little spotted with
white : the whole back, wing-coverts, and scapulars
brown, spotted with light reddish-brown, the spots
being ranged along the margins of cach feather;
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the wing feathers are dark brown, the shaft of the
fivst primary being white : the smaller primaries are
slightly edged with white, and the secondaries more
strongly so: the upper tail-coverts are white; the
bell 7, sides, thighs, and abdomen dingy white: the
under tail-coverts white, slightly barred with brown
the tail-feathers brown, barred with narrow bands of
dingy white ; legs naked one inch and a quarter above
the knee ; tasi two inches long'; toes slender, legs
entirely yellow.”

Native of North America, where it is abundant,
particularly in the autumn, when great numbers are
taken to the markets of Boston, New York, and Phi-
ladelphia, being in great repute for the table. It
inhabits the sea-coasts and salt marshes during the
summer, frequenting the flats of the shore at low
water, in search of its food. It has a sharp whistle
of three or four notes when about to take wing and
when flying.
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TELL-TALE SANDPIPER.

(Totanus melanoleucus.)

To. corpore maculis, wropygio cauddque fuscits albis nigrisque,
renagibus primoribus nigricantibus, pedibus flavis.

Sandpiper with the body spotted, and the rump and tail banded
with white and black, the primary quills dusky, the legs vellow.

‘Scolopax melanoleuca.  Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 659. Lath. Ind, Orn.
2. 723.

Totanus vociferus.  Sabine: Frank. Journ. App. 687.

Stone Snipe. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 376. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 152.

Tell-tale Godwit. (Scolopax vociferus.) Wals. Amer. Orn.v. vii,
p-57. pl. Iviii. £. 5.

STMILAR in appearance, but much larger than the
Yellow-shanked Sandpiper: its length is fourteen
mches and a half: beak dark horn colour, and slightly
bent upwards : space round the eye, chin, and throat,
pure white, speckled with black : general colour:of
the upper parts of the plumage ashy:brown, thickly
spotted with black or dull white, each feather being
banded and spotted on the edge with black : wing
quills black : some of the primaries, and all of the
secondaries, with their coverts, spotted round their
margins with black and white : head and neck above
streaked with black and white : belly and vent pure
white: rump white dotted with black : tail also white
barred with brown : the wings, when closed, reach
beyond the tail : thighs naked two inches above the
knee:: legs rich orange-yellow : vent sometimes spotted
with black, under parts with brown. Both sexes re-
semble each other.
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Inhabits the Labrador coast during the autumn.
In April it arrives in the United States of A.nerica,
where it remains till November: it delights in watery
bogs, marshes, and the muddy regions of creeks and
inlews ; in these places it breeds, the female laying
four dingy-white eggs, irregularly marked with black.
It is a noisy and clamorous species, and its voice is
heard at a great distance: from this circumstance it
is much dreaded by sportsmen, as it is continually-
on the watch, and upon the appearance of any
one it immediately sounds the alarm, and totally
frustrates his intentions. Its ery is so loud that it
may be heard when the bird is so high in the atmo-
sphere as to be out of the reach of vision.

NODDING SANDPIPER.
(Totanus nutans.)

To. cinereus. ferrugineo varius, abdomine uropygio caudéque albis,
collo subtus pectore, femariézw uropygioque maculis, cauda fasciis
nigris.

Sandpiper varied with cinereous and rust colour, the abdomen,
rump, and tail white, the neck heneath, the breast, thighs, and
rump spotted and the tail barred with blaclk.

Scolopax nutans, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 659. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.

723. TP

Nodding Snipe. Penn. drct. Zool. 2. 370. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.
153.

Tae Nodding Sandpiper is thus described by Dr.
Latham : ¢ Size of the Common Snipe: beak slender, -
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long, black : crown and upper parc of the back dusky,
streakel with red: cheeks cinereous, streaked with
black : neck and breast cinereous, mixed with rust-
colour, and marked with obscure dusky spots : belly
white : thighs spotted with black : lesser wing-covrts
ash-coloured ; greater dusky, edged with brown:
quills dusky; the secondaries tipped with white:
lower part of the back white, spotted with black: tail
barred black and white ; tip reddish ; logs greeuish :
the toes bordered by a narrow plain membrane. Ob-
served in Chateaux Bay, on the coast of Labrador,
in September. Are perpetually nodding their heads.”

ASH-COLOURED SANDPIPER.

(Totanus incanus.)

To. cinereus, jugulo abdomine medio maculaque ante oculos albis,
pedibus flavo-virescentibus.

Ash-coloured Sandpiper, with the throat, middle of the abdomen,
and spot hefore the eyes white, the legs of a greenish yellow.
Scolopax incana, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 658. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.

724.
Ash-coloured Snipe. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 154.

Descrisep by Latham from a specimen formerly.
in the collection of the late Sir Joseph Bauks. < Its
length was eleven inches: beak more than n inch
and a half long, straight, except at the tip, where it
is a trifle bent; colour black : upper part of the head,
neck, and hody, ash-colour: between the beak and
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B. Digilis subpalmatis.
B. Toes subpalmated.

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER.

(Totanus semipalmatus.)

To. nigro maculatus, supra cinereus subtus albus, remigibus primo-
ribus,fuscid, secundariis rectricibusque eatimis toto albis.
Black spotted Sandpiper, above ash-colour, beneath white, the
primary quills with a fascia, and the secondaries and outer
~tail-feathers entirely white.
Totanus semipalmatus. ZTemm. man. d’Orn. 2 Edit. ii. 637.
Scolopax semipalmata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 659. Lath. Ind.
Orn. 2. 722.
Semipalmated Snipe. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 380. Lath. Gen.
Syn. 5. 152. Wils. dmer. Orn, v. vii, 27. pl. Ivi. f. 3.

Innasrrs North America: length fourteen inches:
its beak is dusky : head and neck streaked black and
white : breast white, varied with round black spots:
back and wing-coverts cinereous, sprinkled with arrow-
shaped black spots: primaries dusky, with a white bar:
secondaries white : belly and sides also white; the
latter transversely barred with brown: the middle
tail-feathers cinereous, barred with black : outer fea-
thers white : legs dusky: toes semipalmated. = Female
rather larger than the male.

In the autumn these birds associate in flocks, and
their plumage becomes pale dun-coloured above, and
spotted with dark brown, and the tail nearly white.
They arrive from the north on the shores of the
middle states in April or May, and from that time to
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the end of July, they incessantly repeat their loud and
shrill notes, which resemble in sound the words Pjil-
will-willet. They build their nest on the ground ;
it is constructed of coarse grass: the female lays four
dark Jusky-olive eggs, largely blotched with blackish-
brown ; they are placed nearly upright in the nest,
during incubation, with the small end downwards.

Wilson says, the anxiety and affection manifested
by these birds for their eggs and young are truly in-
teresting. A person no sconer enters the marshes -
than he is beset by them, flying around and skimming
over his head, vociferating with great violence their
common cry, and uttering at times a loud clicking
note, as he approaches nearer to their nest. As they
occasionally alight and slowly shut their wings, they
have a mournful, expressive note. During the time
of incubation the female often resorts to the sea-shore,
where, standing up to the belly in water, she washes
and dresses her plumage ; she is also at other times
in the habit of wading more in the water than most
of the group, and, when wounded in the wing, will
take to the water without hesitation, and swim tole-
rably well. :

They subsist principally on small mollusca, marine
vermes, and aquatic insects, in search of which they
resort to the muddy shores and flats at low water.

V. XIL P. I. 11
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164 GREY PHALAROPE.

Grey Coot-footed Tringa. Edw. Birds, pl. 308.

Grey Phalarope. Penn. drct. Zool. 2. 412.  Penn. Byit. Zool.
2.218. pl. 76. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 272.  Lew. Brit. Birds, 5.
pl.194.  Walc. Syn.2. pl. 156. Mont. Orn. Dict. 2. and. Sup.
App.  Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 140. Wils. Amer. Orn. ix, 72.

Variery in change.—Phalaropus griseus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.
776.

Tringa glacialis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 675.

Plain Phalavope. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 278. Penn. drct, Zool.
2. 415.

Youne.—Tringa lobata. B. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 674.

LexcTH about eight inches and a half': during the
summer the beak is reddish-yellow at its base, and
brown towards the tip : its irides are reddish-yellow :
the head, nape, back, scapulars, and upper tail-coverts
are dusky-brown, each feather being deeply edged
with orange-red : above each eye is a yellow band :
the wing-coverts are dusky tipped with white; and
on the wing is a transverse white band : the rump 1s
white spotted with black : the fore part of the neck,
the breast, belly, vent, and inferior tail-coverts are
red: the legs are dusky green. In the winter the
top of the head, the occiput, and the nape, are bright
ash : the sides of the breast, the back, the scapulars,
and the rump are bright ashy-blue : all the feathers
are dusky in the centre ; and the longer ones of the
scapulars are tipped with white: on the wing is a
transverse white band: the tail-feathers are brown
edged with ash-colour : the forehead, the sides of the
neck, the middle of the breast, and the rest of the
under parts are pure white: the legs are lead-co-
loured : the beak is dusky. The young have a dusky
* spot of a horse-shoe shape on the occiput, and a band
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of the same colour passing through the eyes: the nape,
back, scapulars, upper tail-coverts, and tail-feathers
are brown-?sh; the feathers of the back, scapulars,
and two middle ones of the tail being deeply bor-
dereC with yellowish : the rump is white, varied with
brown : the quills are edged with white ; the wing-
coverts are bordered and tipped with whitish-yellow ;
and on the wing is a transverse white band : the fore-
head, throat, cides, and fore part of the neck, the
breast, and under parts of the body are pure white :
the legs are yellowish-green: the beak: is dusky-
brown. .

Abundant in the north-eastern parts of Europe,
on the confines of the Frozen Sea, and in Siberia,
and other parts of Northern Asia, particularly about
the horders of the Caspian Sea, where it is said to
congregate : it is likewise very numerous in North
America. In England it is very rare, and is only
occasionally taken during its migrations, and appears
to be solitary. Montagu says, * He once had an
opportunity of seeing one swimming in a. small pool
of water left by the tide on the Sussex coast. It
was continually dipping its beak into the water, as if
feeding upon some insects, and so intent as to suffer
him to approach within a few yards. It never at-
tempted to dive, and when disturbed only flew a
small distance, very like the Purre.”’

It breeds in the arctic regions, and its food consists
of winged insects, worms, and mollusca.
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TnmaTuRE or YouNG.—Phalaropus fuscus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.
776. -~ Briss. Orn. 6. 18.

Tringa fusca. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 675.

Tringa lobata. Brummick. No. 171.

Coot-footed Tringa. Edw. Birds, pl. 46.

Brown Phalarope. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 414.  Lath. Gen. Syn.

5. 274.

Apour seven inches in length : beak black : irides
brown : the top of the head, the napc, the sides of
the breast, the space between the beak and the eye,
and also a small streak behind the eyes, deep ash:
the sides and fore part of the neck are bright red :
the throat, the middle of the breast, and all the
under parts of the body are pure white, with the
exception of the flanks, which are marked with large
ash-coloured spots : the back, the scapulars, the wing-
coverts, and the two middle tail-feathers are deep
black ; the feathers on the top of the back and the
scapulars are deeply bordered with red, and of the
wing-coverts tipped with a white margin: on the
wing is a transverse white band : the lateral tail-
feathers are ash, edged with a straight white band :
the legs are ashy-green. The female differs only in
havmg a few dashes of red surrounding the eyes,
in having the zed on the breast less extended and
varied with ashy feathers, and also smaller and
fewer spots on the flanks. The young have the top
of the head, the occiput, a spot behind the eyes, and
the nape dusky-brown : the back, the scapulars, and
the two middle tail-feathers are also dusky-brown,
but all the feathers are deeply edged with clear red :
“the quills and wing-coverts are dusky, edged and
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white, with the exception of the top of the head, the
hinder part of the neck, the greater and lesser sca-
pulars, the wing-coverts, and the quills, which are
deep black: its beak is also black: its irides are
reddish-brown : its legs are ashy-blue. The young
previous to moulting resemble the old in the disposi-
tion of their colours, but the parts that tecome black
in them are strongly shaded with brown in these :
the brown-black on the head does not extend beyond
the occiput ; that of the scapulars is edged with red,
and all the feathers of these parts, and tipped with a
small border of red-ash : the legs are ash-coloured :
the tarsi are thick and channelled before. After the
first autumnal moult, and throughout the first year,
the outer edges of the scapular feathers are tinged
with reddish.

Native of the greater portion of Europe, but scarce
towards the north. Found also in Siberia, and in
profusion on the borders of the salt lakes of Tartary,
and of the Caspian Sea. Not uncommon in various
parts of England, breeding in the fens of Lincoln-
shire and Cambridgeshire, and on Romney Marsh,
Kent, in great plenty. They lay two eggs about the
size of those of a pigeon, white, tinged with green,
and marked w:th large black spots : they are said to
be very tenacious of their young : when the female is
frightened off her nest, she counterfeits lameness ;
and when a flock is disturbed, they fly round in re-
peated circles, making a shrill noise, resembling the
word twit twice repeated. In winter they assemble
in small flocks of six or seven, frequenting the shores,

° particularly at the mouths of large rivers or inlets of
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the sea, in search of worms and marine insects, which
they scoop out of the mud or sand, and on which
they leave a semicircular impression from their beaks,
Although their feet appear calculated for swimming,
they do not appear to be used for that purpose, but
rather for support upon the soft mud, from whence
they obtain their food. Montagu relates an instance
of one being wounded in the wing, and floating with
the tide for a considerable distance, when it was taken
up alive without its ever atcempting to swim. They
frequently, however, wade about up to the belly in
water. They are very active and lively in their mo-
tions, and are perpetually moving about.

AMERICAN AVOSET.
(Recurvirostra Americana.)

RE. corpore albo nigroque vario, capite collo pectoreque rufescen-
tibus.

Avoset with the body varied with black and white, the head,
neck, and breast reddish.

Recurvirostra Americana, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1..693. Lath. Ind.
Orn. 2. 787.

Avosetta. Dampier, Foyage, 3. p- 123. f. 3.

American Avoset. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 241. pl. 21. Lath. Gen.
Syn. 5. 295. pl. 92. Leach, Zool. Misc. 2. 114, pl. 101. -

Tais is rather larger than the European species,
but equally elegant in its form : its beak is black :
the forehead dusky white : the head, neck, and upper
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Wale. Syn. 2. pl. 159. ~ Don. Brit. Birds, 8. pl. 55. Mont..
Orn. Dict. 2. .nd Supp. Bew. Brit. Birds, 2. 4. Shaw, Mat.
Misc. pl. 195. Shaw, Zool. Lect. 1. pl. 80. Bing. Anim.

Biog. 2. 312.
Youne.— Himantopus mexicanus. Briss. Orn. 5. 36.

Tais remarkable bird measures, from the end of
the beak to that of the tail, thirteen inches, but to
the end of the claws nearly eighteen: its beak is
nearly two inches and a half long, slender and black:
the irides are red : 'the forehead, round the eyes, the
neck, breast, and all the under parts, are pure white,
shaded on the breast and belly with rose-colour : the
occiput and nape are black, or dusky spotted with
white : the back and wings are black, glossed with
green : the tail is ash-colour : the legs are deep ver-
milion. In the old males, the nape (and sometimes
the occiput) becomes white. The female is smaller :
the black on the back and wings is not glossed with
green, but is of a brownish cast. = The young have
the legs orange-colour : the feathers of the back and
wings brown edged with whitish, those on the top of
the head, the occiput, and the nape are greyish-

~black, with whitish borders. -

A very general inhabitant of the temperate and
tropical regions of the globe ; occurring in plenty on
the borders of the sea, and saline lakes of Asia, but
less frequently on those of Europe and Africa : it is
alro found in America. Several specimens have been
shot in Britain at various periods. Sibbald mentions
two being shot in Scotland, Pennant one at Oxford,
and White, of Selbourne, procured one (out of aflock
of six) that was seen on the borders of a large lake,
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lying between Woolmer forest and the town of Farn-
ham, in the county of Surry. Another is recorded
by Shaw to have been shot in Anglesea in the year
1798.

Wilson has given some very interesting notices
in his American Ornithology relative to the manners,
&c. of this bird, which I shall extract for the benefit
of such of my readers as do not possess that valuable
work. ¢ It arcives,”” he says, ‘ on the sea-coast of
New Jersey about the 25tn of April, in small de-
tached flocks of twenty or thirty together. These
sometimes again subdivide into lesser parties; but it
rarely happens that a pair is found solitary, as during
the breeding season they usually associate in small
companies. On their first arrival, and indeed during
the whole of their residence, they inhabit those par-
ticular parts of the salt marshes, pretty high up
towards the land, that are broken into numerous
shallow pools, but are not usually overflowed by the
tide during the summer. = These pools or ponds are
generally so shallow, that with their long legs these
birds can easily wade them in every direction ; and as
they abound with minute shell-fish and multitudes of .
aquatic insects and their larve, besides the eggs and
spawn of others deposited in the soft mud below,
these birds find here an abundant supply of food, and
are almost continually seen wading about in such
places, often up to the breast in water. In the
vicinity of these bald places, as they are called by the
country people, and at the distance of forty or fifty
yards off, among the thick tufts of grass, one of these
small associations, consisting perhaps of six or eight
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pair, takes up its residence during the breeding sea-
son. About the first week in May they begin to con-
struct their nests, which are at first slightly formed
of a small quantity of old grass, scarcely sufficient to
keep the eggs from the wet marsh. As they lay and
sit, however, either dreading the rise of the tides,
or for some other purpose, the nest is increased in
height with dry twigs of a shrub very common in
the marshes, roots of the salt-grass, sea-weed, and
various other substances, the whole weighing between
two and three pounds. This habit of adding mate-
rials to the nest after the female begins sitting is
common to almost all other birds that breed in the
marshes. The eggs are four in number, of a dark-
yellowish clay colour, thickly marked with large
blotches of black. These nests are often placed
within fifteen or twenty yards of each other; but the
greatest harmony seems to prevail among the pro-
prietors. While the females are sitting, the males
are either wading through the ponds, or roaming over
the adjoining marshes; but should a person make his
appearance, the whole collect together in the air,
flying with their long legs extended behind them,
keeping up a continual yelping note of click-click-
click.  Their flight is steady, and not in short
sudden jerks like that of the Plover. As they fre-
quently alight upon the bare marsh, they drop their
wings, stand with their legs half bent, and tremble
as if unable to sustain the burthen of their bodies:
in this ridiculous posture they will sometimes stand
for several minutes, uttering a crying sound, while,
from the corresponding quiverings of their wings, and
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long legs, they seem to balance themselves with great
difficulty. This singular manceuvre is, no dorbt, in-
tended to induce a belief that they may be easily
caught, and so turn the attention of the person from
the pursuit of their nests and young to themselves.
They will occasionally swim for a few feet when they
chance, in wading, to lose their depth.
¢¢ The name by which this bird is known on the
sea-coast is the Stilt, or Tilt, or Longshanks. They
are but sparingly dispersed over the marshes, having,
as has been already observed, their particular favourite
spots, while, in large intermediate tracts, there are
few or none to be found. They occasionally visit the
shore, wading about in the water and in the mud in
search of food, which they scoop up very dexterously
with their delicately-formed bills. On being wounded
while in the water, they attempt to escape by diving,
at which they are by no means expert. In autumn
their flesh is tender, and well tasted. They seldom
raise more than one brood in the season, and depart
for the south early in September. As they are well
known in Jamaica, it is probable some of them may
winter in that and other of the West India islands.”
' Dr. Horsfield found this species n the island of
Java; but he observes that the Javenese specimens
differ from those of Europe in having the tint of
cinereous on the tail much paler.
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PHENICOPTERUS. FLAMINGO.

Generic Character.

<

Rostrum grossam, validum,
altior quam latior, denti-
culatum, ad apicem coni-
cum ; mandibul4 superiore
subito incurvatd, ad apicem
inferioris inclinans.

Nares longitudinales, in me-
dio rostri sitee.

Collwm longissimum.

Pedes longissimi, tetradac-
tyli, palmati; digiti antici
membran4 lunati connexi;
pollex parvus, brevis.

Beak thick, strong, higher
than broad, slightly tooth-
ed, conic towards the tip;
the upper mandible sud-
denly bent down, and in-
clining towards the tip of
the inferior one. .

Nostrils longitudinal, placed
in the middle of the beak.

Neck very long.

Legs very long, four-toed,
palmated;; the anteriortoes
connected by a lunated
membrane; the kinder foe
small and short. -

PH@ENICOPTERUS Auctorum.

FLAMINGOES inhabit the tem perate and tropical
climates of the globe, usually frequenting the sea-
coasts: they subsist on various insects, mollusca, and
the fry of fish : they assemble in flocks during the
period of incubation : they moult but once during
the year, but the young do not attain their full plu-

mage for several years.

Notwithstanding the toes
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the number is said to stand sentinel ; and upon the
appeararce of tl.e least danger he gives a Imfd scream,
and instantly the whole flock is on the wing; and,
when thus roused, they all join in the noise, and fill
the air with their screams, which have been compa.ed
to the sound of a trumpet.

Their nest is of singular construction : it is formed
of mud, in the shape of a hillock, with a cavity at the
top : in this the female generally lays two white eggs,
of the size of those of a goose, but somewhat larger.
The hillock is of such a height as to admit of the
bird’s sitting on it, or rather standing, as her legs
are placed one on each side at full length. Linnaus
says that she will sometimes lay her eggs on the
projecting part of & low rock, provided it be suffi-
ciently convenient to admit of her legs being placed
as before mentioned. The young are not able to fly
till a long time after they are hatched : but they can
previously run with amazing swiftness. They are
sometimes caught at this age, and are easily tamed.
In a few days they become familiar, and will even eat
out of the hand ; and they are said to drink a large
quantity of sea-water. But though easily rendered
domestic, it is difficult to rear them, as they are apt
to decline from the want of their natural food.

These beautiful birds were much esteemed by the
‘Romans, who often used them in their grand sacri-
fices and sumptuous entertainments. Their flesh is
thought tolerably good food; and the tongue was
looked upon by the ancients as the most delicious of
all eatables : in fact, the Roman emperors considered
them as the highest luxury; and we have an account
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in November: the rfemales begin to lay soon after
their arrival, constructing their nests of old grass’and
rushes : they deposit from six to ten eggs, of a dirty-
white or cream-colour, sprinkled with specks of red-
dish and pale purple, most so at the larger end.
Their chief food consists of small snails, worms, and
larvae ; but towards autumn they sometimes devour
seeds. Like the former bird, they affect the marshy
and damp parts of the country, especially the borders
of the fresh water streamlets that flow through the
salt marshes; its habits are in other respects very
similar to those of the preceding species.

LONG-BILLED RAIL.

(Rallus longirostris.)

Ra. corpore supra cinereo fusco maculato, subtus  ferrugineo-albo,
hypochondriis albo transversim undatis, rostro ferrugineo.

Rail with the body above spotted with cinereous and brown,
beneath rusty-white, the flanks transversely undulated with
white, the beak rust-colour.

Rallus longirostris. Gnmel. Syst. Nat. 1.718. Lath. Ind. Orn.
2..759.

Le Rale & long bec de Cayenne. Buff: Ois. 8. 163. Buff: PL.
Enl. 849. i

Long-billed Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 237. >

LeNGTH nine inches and a half : beak rather long
and stout, ferruginous, with its tip dusky : the pre-
vailing colour of the upper parts of the body faint
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chin, sides of the head, and part of the front of the
neck, greyish-white; the rest of the head and neck, the
lower belly, thighs, and tail, are dusky grey-broYvn:
the breast, upper part of the belly and quills, bright
reddish-rufous : the back and wing-coverts are dull
white : the legs are red. The young are Whol-ly
grey till after the first moult. This bird inhabits
Guiana and Cayenne, and preys on small fish and
insects, and is common in the marshy places.

VARIABLE RAIL.

(Rallus varians.)

Ra. fuscus nigro alboque maculatus et striatus, corpore subtus su-
perciliisque cinereis vel griseis.

Brown Rail spotted and striated with black and white, with the
body beneath and eyebrows cinereous or griseous.

Rallus Philippensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 756. f. 8.

Philippine Rail, var. A. B. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 231, 232. pl. 86.

Tae first variety of this species is figured and de-
scribed by Latham as below. ¢ Length ten inches:
beak an inch and a quarter, and brown : nostrils in a
long furrow : the head and sides, taking in the eye
and nape, ferruginous-chesnut : from the base of the
beak over the eye passes a pale streak almost to the
hind head : the upper part of the body brown, but
each feather marked with a black and white trans-
verse stripe near the end, giving the appearance of
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black and white stripes on a brown ground : the hind
part of the neck appears striated, but on the Lack
more like spots, and more white than black: the
rump is plain: the under parts from the chin, and
dowr. the middle to the breast, ash-colour; but the
neck, on the sides, the breast, and belly, are striated
with black and white: vent pale ferruginous-brown :
the wing-coverts not to be distinguished in markings
from the back : quills spotted brown and white : the
tail is very little longer than the wings : the legs are
flesh-colour : claws brown. Inhabits Otaheite.”

The variety * has the head paler, and the streak
over the eye grey : the hind part of the neck trans-
versely striated brown and white : the middle of the
pack and scapulars white, with a very little mixture
of brown on the first : wing-coverts olive-brown, trans-
versely blotched with white ; second quills white on
the inner webs, on the outer olive-brown ; the greater
quills olive-brown, marked with large ferruginous
spots; the first wholly white, the second white
within : tail even with the end of the quills, barred
olive-brown and white: all the under parts white:
beak and legs pale yellow-brown. Inhabits Tonga-
taboo.”
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PHILIPPINE RAIL.

(Rallus Philippensis.)

RA. fuscus subtus griseo fasciatus, superciliis albis, collo subtus
rufescente. -
Brown Rail fasciated beneath with griseous, the eyebrows white,

the neck reddish beneath.

Rallus Philippensis. Linn. Sys“. Nat. 1.263. Gmel. Syst. Nat.
1. 714. Briss. Orn. 5. 163. pl. 14. f. 1. Lath. Ind. Orn.
756.

Le Rale des Philippines. Bug. Ois. 8. 160. Buf. Pl. Enl. 774.

Philippine Rail. ZLath. Gen. Syn. 5. 230.

Very similar to the Variable Rail, and in length
eleven inches: beak grey: over each eye is a streak
of white, reaching to the hind head ; and beneath this,
passing through the eyes, is a broader one : the upper
parts of the head, neck, and body are dusky, with
the edges of the feathers rufous-grey: some of the
scapulars are spotted with white: the wings are varied
with spots of white and chesnut ; the greater coverts
are barred with the latter colour: the quills are
brown, the outer edge of the two first marked with
white, and towards the shaft with chesnut ; the rest
with the last colour only : the throat is dirty white:
fore part of the neck rufous-grey, indistinctly marked
with transverse brownish bands: the breast, sides,
and thighs, barred grey and brown : the belly nearly
white, but slightly baned with grey and brown : the
tail is dusky, edged with rufous-grey ; and the fea-
thers spotted on the inner web with chesnut, the two
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middle ones excepted : legs grey. Inhapits the Phi-
lippine Islands.

STRIATED RAIL.

(Rallus striatus.)

RA. nigricans albo undulatus, gzilﬁ albida, collo postice castaneo.
Dusky Rail undulated with white, with the throat whitish, the
neck chesnut behind.

Rallus striatus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 262. Gmel. Syst. Nat.
1. 714.

Rallus Philippensis. y. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 756.

Rallus Philippensis striatus. Briss. Orn. 5. 167. pl. 14. f. 2.

Le Tiklin rayé. Bug. Ois. 8. 161.

Philippine Rail, var. C. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 232.

Tars is considered by Latham as a variety of the
Philippine Rail, but it appears to be distinct from
that species: it is in length only eight inches and a
quarter : its beak is horn-coloured : the crown of the
head is varied with dusky and chesnut : the hind part
of the neck is plain chesnut ; its lower part, with the
back and scapulars, are dusky brown, sprinkled with
whitish spots : the rump and tail-coverts are the same,
but paler : the wing-coverts are transversely streaked
with white: the quills are deep brown, with the outer
webs barred with rufous-white, and the inner with
white : the throat is rufous-white: the cheeks, fore
part of the neck, breast, and upper parts of the belly
are ash-colour, tinged with olive : the lower parts of
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the belly, sides, and thighs, are barred with dusky and
white: the tail is dusky brown, barred with white :
the legs are grey-brown. Inhabits the Philippine
Islands.

BANDED RAIL.
(Rallus te~quatus.)

RA. fuscus subtus albo undulatus, lined infra oculos albd.

Brown Rail undulated beneath with white, with a white line be-
neath the eyes.

Rallus torquatus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 262. Gmel. Syst. Nat.
1. 714. Briss. Ora. 5. 170. pl. 15. f. 1. Lath. Ind. Orn.
2. 757. :

Le Tiklin 4 collier. Buff. Ois. 8. 162.

Banded Rail. ZLath. Gen. Syn. 5. 233.

Lexerr twelve inches: beak grey-brown : from
the base of the beak a streak of white passes under
each eye, and finishes some way behind it : cheeks
and throat dusky black : the upper parts of the
plumage are brown tinged with olive; the under
parts are transversely streaked with black and white,
except a chesnut collar at the lower part of the neck
the three first quills are banded with white on their
mner webs, and the six following with chesnut ; they
have all pale edges : the tail is brown : the thighs are
barred with brown and white : the legs are grey-
~brown. Native of the Philippine Islands.
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the middle of May, according tu Wilson, they gene-
rally commence laying and building at the same
time ; the first egg being usually dropped in a
slight cavity, lined with a little dry grass pulled for
the purpose, which, as the number of the eggs in-
crease to their usual complement, ten, is gradually
added to, until it rises to the height of twelve inches
or more : the eggs are of a pale clay-colour, spotted
with dark red, and are alleged to be admirable eating.
The young about the age of three weeks are covered
with black down, with the exception of a spot of
white on the auricles, and a streak of the same along
the side of the breast, belly, and fore part of the
thigh. Their food consists chiefly of molluscous ani-
mals, but they occasionally devour small crabs.

r—————

TROGLODYTE RAIL.

(Rallus australis.)

Ra. cinereo-ferrugineus, alis cauddque saturate brunness, pennis
nigro_fasciatis. -

Ashy-rust-coloured Rail with the wings and tail dark brown, the
feathers fasciated with black.

Rallus australis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.717. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.
756.

Rallus troglodytes. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 713.

Troglodyte Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 229. Lath. Syn. Sup.
255.

A.LARGE species : length seventeen inches: beak
reddish-brown : irides dirty yellow : the feathers of
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the crown, neck, back, breast, and belly are brown,
edged with rufous-grey : the cheeks and throav are
. cinereous : over the eye is a streak of the last colour -
the wings are very short ; their coverts coloured on
the dack : the quills are brown, marked with trans-
verse rusty spots on each margin : the bastard wing
is furnished with a spine half an inch in length,
hidden amongst the feathers, and straight and pointed:
vent and sidec of the body brown : tail four inches
long 5 brown, edged with tufous-grey : legs reddish-
brown. Latham mentions a variety with the upper
parts of a deep chesnut: the feathers dashed with
black down the shafts: the under parts cinereous,
varying to chesnut on the breast : quills, lower order
of coverts, and tail, barred chesnut and black : legs
stout, brown.

Native of New Zealand and the adjacent islands.
It runs swiftly, and cannot fly, owing to the short-
ness of its wings : it usually resides near the skirts of
woods, and occasionally is found on the sea-coasts,
picking up worms, &c. for food : are very tame : their
cry is said to be loud before rain.

This bird scarcely belongs to this genus; as its
structure, according to the above description, differs
from that of the true Rails.
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SOREE RAIL,
(Rallus carolinus.)

Ra. fuscus subtus pallidiore, facies mentum guldque nigris, pec-
tore plumbeo, rostro flavo, pedibus wirescentibus.

Brown Rail beneath paler, with the face, chin, and throat black,
the breast lead-coloured, the beak yellow, the legs greenish,
Rallus carolinus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 263. Gmel. Syst. Nat.

oAl

Gallinula carolina. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 771. Sabine. Frank.
Journ. App. 690.

Porphyrio freti Hudsonis. Briss. Orn. 5. 541.

Le Rale de Virginie. - Buff. Ois. 8. 165.

Little American Water Hen. Edw. Birds, pl. 144.

Common Rail. Wils. Amer. Orn. vi. p. 27. pl. xlviii. f. 3.

Soree Gallinule. = Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 409. Cates. Carol. 1. pl.
70. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 262. g

LeneTH not quite eight inches: beak yellow :
irides red : the crown of the head and upper parts
of the plumage are dull brown, spotted with black :
the face, round the beak, the chin, and part of the
neck before, black : the sides of the head, the neck,
and the breast, bluish-ash eolour : the belly and sides
dusky white, the last transversely barred with black :
the wing-coverts plain dull brown: the scapulars
edged with white: the outer edge of the wing also
white: the quills and tail are brown: legs dusky
- green.

Inhabits Virginia in great abundance at certain
seasons. In the autumnal migrations, they appear in
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#
Rallus Barbaricus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 719.  Luth. Ind. Orn,
2. 760.
Barbary Rail. Lath. Gen, Syn. 5. 240.

Lrss than a Plover : beak black : belly and breast
dark brown, or ferruginous: back the same, but
darker : wings spotted with white : rump variegated
above with black and white streaks, beneath white :
legs dark brown. - Inhabits Barbary.

PACIFIC RAIL.

(Rallus Pacificus.)

Ra. niger albo punctatus, alis fasciatis,. corpore sublus albldo,
capite fusco, pectore cinereo-cerulescente.

Black Rail dotted with white, the wings fasciated, the body be-
neath whitish, the head brown, the breast ashy-blue.

Rallus Pacificas. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 717. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.
758.

Pacific Rail. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 235.

Size of the Common Rail : beak blood-red, with
a pale brown tip : irides red : over the eyes a whitish
streak : head brown: nape ferruginous: back and
rump black, sparingly sprinkled with small white
spots : wings short, deep black, variegated with in-
terrupted white fascize: quills brown : throat white :
breast bluish-ash eolour : belly, sides, and vent whitish
tail very short, black, spotted with white : legs flesh-
colour : claws pale. Inhabits Otaheite and the ad-
Jacent islands.
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LencTH about nine inches : beak yellowish-green,
with its base red : its forehead, eyebrows, and throat
are leaden-grey : the sides of its head are grey, marked
with black : the upper parts of the body are olive-
brown, with each feather black in the centre, and
varied with delicate spots and streaks of pure white:
the breast and the under parts of the body are olive,
shaded with ash-colour, and spotted with white ; the
spots on the breast being rounded, ana on the 51des
disposed in transverse bands the middle tail-feathers
are edged with white : the under tail-coverts are pure
white: the legs are yellowish-green : the irides brown.
The adult female has the ashy colour on her throat
ana neck less extended : the sides of the head are
spotted with brown, and the base of her beak is not
so red. In the autumn both sexes have the beak of
an olive-green with a brown point. The young, pre-
vious to moulting, have the throat of an ashy-white,
sprinkled with white spots; or whitish with small
brown streaks: and on the under parts of the plumage
the white spots are more numerous than in the adults:
the under tail-coverts are bright red.

This inhabits the borders of the rivers, lakes, and
ponds, where reeds, rushes, and other elevated aquatic
plants abound : its nest is curiously constructed of
rushes, and other light buoyant materials, woven and
matted together, so as to float on the surface of the
water like a boat; and to prevent its being swept

~away by floods, it is fastened to the pendent stalk of
one of the reeds, by which it is also skreened from
the sight. The female lays seven or eight white eggs;
and the young, which at first are dusky black, take
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the wing-coverts ‘are black, spotted with white : the
quills are brown : the sides of the body are waved
black and white: the under parts of the body are
pale dusky-yellow : the chin and throat nearly white,
and the belly inclining to ash-colour: thetail is bacred
with black and white : the legs are pale yellow. In-
habits Cayenne.

OL1VACEOUS CRAKE.

(Ortygometra olivacea.)

OR. corpore supra fusco-nigricante, pennis margine fusco-olivaces,

subtus, fusco-cinereo, remigibus nigricantibus margine exteriore
olivaceo.

Crake with the body above dusky hrown, with the margins of the

feathers olive-brown, beneath ashy-brown; the quills dusky,
their outer margins olivaceous.

Olivaceous Gallinule. Mont. Orn. Dict. Supp. App.
_ Gallinula Foljambii. Mont. Orn. Dict. Supp. App. with Jigure.

Trrs apparently new species is thus described by
Montagu: “ Length seven inches and a half: breadth
ten inches and a half: the beak is nearly three quar-
ters of an inch long, of a greenish-yellow colour, the
base red : irides and orbits bright red, inclining to
orange : cheeks and forehead dusky cinereous : sides
of the neck and throat pale cinereous : breast, belly,
and thighs plain dark cinereous, or slate colour, like
the Water Rail, without spots or markings of any
kind : the back of the head deep olive-brown : hind
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neck lighter, being of a yellowish-olive: the feathers
of the back have a mixture of olive-brown and ausky
black, the margins being mostly of the former colour,
with paler edges: scapulars dusky black, with broad
olive margins: coverts of the wings olive-brown :
quills dusky, the outer webs edged with olive : rump
and upper coverts of the tail very dark olive-brown,
with a mixture of dusky black : the feathers of the
tail are of a deep dusky brown, the shafts paler, and
the lateral ones margined with olive-yellow : vent and
under coverts of the tail dusky cinereous, some of the
feathers deeply margined with sullied white: sides
behind the thighs olive, slightly margined on the
last : the legs, toes, and knees olive.”’ d
The above description was given by Montagu in the
Appendix to the Supplement of his Ornithological
Dictionary, from a specimen rescued from oblivion
by Mr. Foljambe, who picked it up in a poulterer’s
shop early in the month of May, 1812, together with
some other valuable birds, which had recently been
received from the fens in Norfolk. He also mentions
that another specimen was obtained by Mr. Plastead
of Chelsea, that was shot on the banks of the Thames
near that place, and at the same time. The two spe-
cimens resembled each other in every respect.
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CRESTED COOT. 239

Fulica Mexicana. Briss. Orn. 6. 31. Gmel, Syst. Nat. 1. 704
Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 779. ;

Fulica Mexicanz altera species, Yohoalcoachithis. Ray, Syn. 117.
Mexican Coot. Lath. Gen. Syn. 8. 278,

Lareer than the Common Coot : its beak 18 red,
with a yellow tip : its forehead is red : its head, neck,
breast, belly, thighs, under wing and tail-coverts are
purple : its quills are pale green : its back, rump, and
wing-coverts ar2 the same, but varied with blue and
fulvous. Inhabits Mexico.”

CRESTED COOT.

(Fulica cristata.)

Fu. carunculd rubra bifidé erectd, corpore ceruleo~nigricante.

Coot with a red, bifid, erect caruncle, the body of a dusky blue.

Fulica cristata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.704. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 779.

Grande Foulque de Madagascara créte. Buff: Ois. 8. 222. Buf.
Pl. Enl. 797.

Crested Coot. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 278. pl. 90.

A VERY singular species inhabiting Madagascar: it
is larger than the Common Coot, measuring eighteen
inches in length : its beak is red at the base, and
whitish towards the tip: the crown of the head is
bare, of a deep red, and rising into a bifid, detachéd,
crest-like membrane : the entire plumage is blue-
black: its legs are dusky, with a ring or garter above
the knee of these colours, viz. red, green, and yellow.
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24.6. ’ .GRINETTA GALLINULE.

A VERY plain. species, having its body wholly. ru-
fous, with the bare space at the forehead blue: it is
the size of the Coot.

GRINETTA GALLINULE.

(Gallinula naeviaf),.- 5

Ga. corpore rufescente nigro maculaio, collo subtus cinereo-ceeru-
lescente maculis nigris, supercilfis albidis.

Gallinule with the body reddish, spotted with black, the neck
beneath ashy-biue spotted with black, the eyebrows whitish.

Fulica nwvia. Gmel. Syst. Nat, 701.

Gallinula nwvia. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 772.

Porphyrio naevius, Briss. Orn. 5. 438.

Poliopus, Gallinula minor. Raii, Syn. 114.

La Grinette. Buff. Ois. 8. 179. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 502.

Small Water Hen. Alp, Birds, 2. pl. 73.

Grinetta Gallinule, ZLath. Gen. Syn. 5. 263.

La Poule d’eau tachetée, ou Grinette. Cuv. Reg. Awim. 1. 502.

Lencra scarcely ten inches: beak and irides yel-
lowish-green: plate on the forehead yellow: the head
and upper parts of the plumage black; the feathers
edged with rufous, and those of the back with white:
the wing-coverts are rufous, transversely varied with
7z-gzag lines: the quills are dusky-brown, outwardly
edged with white : over the eye is a streak of white:
the throat is bluish-ash, or slate-colour: the fore part
of the neck and the breast the same, tinged with
olive, and spotted with black: the belly and thighs
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HYACINTHINE PORPHYRIO. 2517

Lencra from the tip of the beak to that of the
tail about twenty inches: the cheeks, the throat, all
the fore part and sides of the neck of a beautiful
turquoise-blue : the occiput, nape, thighs, and abdo-
men of a very deep but not brilliant indigo: the
back, wing-coverts, and the larger wing and tail-fea-
thers of shining indigo-blue: the under tail-coverts
pure white : the frontal and coronal plates, as well as
the beak, bright red : irides lake : the legs and toes-
flesh colour.

This species inhabits the marshy borders of rivers
and large lakes : it is very abundant in the rice fields
and aquatic situations in' most of the south-eastern
parts of Europe, especially in the Grecian Arckipe-
lago, the Levant, Calabria, the Ioaian Islands, and
Sicily. It also occurs in less profusion in Dalmatia,
and the southern provinces of Hungary ; likewise in
the south of Russia, the neighbourhood of the Cas-
pian Sea, and in Persia. It is said to subsist on corn,
grasses, the seeds of aquatic plants, and on their
roots ; also upon fruits and small fishes: the female
constructs her nest of sticks and twigs among the
high herbage of the marshy places, where she resides.
The eggs are three or four in number, white, and
nearly round.
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BLACK-BACKED PORPHYRIO. 259
Porphyrio Maderaspatanus.  Briss. Orn. 5, 543.
Crex Indica. Raii, Syn. 194. pl. 1. f. 4.
L’Angoli. Buf. Ois. 8. 205,
Madras Gallinule. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 253.

A LARGE species, the size of a Duck : its beak and
legs are rather long : the bare space on the forchead
is white : the upper parts of the plumage are fine
ash colour ; the quills are edged with black : the sides
of the head, and the under parts of the plumage are
white : at the lower part of the neck are several
crescent-shaped black spots : the tail is short.

Found in the vicinity of Madras, and at Malabar.

BLACK-BACKED PORPILYRIO.

(Porphyrio melanotus.)

e

Po. rostro_fronte pedibusque coccineis, dorso .al.is remigibus cau-
ddque splendide nigris, corpore subtus pallzdz'o)‘e? ‘col'lo ])ectaf'e
hypochondriisgue ceeruleis, tectricibus cau_(_im-u_}fwzorzb»us albis.

Porphyrio with the beak, front, and legs crimson, ﬂle bacls,
wings",' quills, and tail glossy black, with ;lle body‘ beneath
paler, the neck, breast, and flanks blue, the under tail-coverts
white.

Televe 2 manteau noir. (Porphyrio melanotus.) Ten;nz. man-
d0rn. 2 Edit. ii. 701. :

LENGTH about séventeen inCﬁes: thg’:bea‘k,‘ frontal
plate, legs, and toes fine crimson-red : the back,
mantle, wings, quills, and tail beautiful glossy black :
the head, cheeks, middle of the belly, and the thighs



260 BRASILTAN PORPHYRIO.

black, but less deep than the former described parts :
the neck, breast, and flank of a clear indigo tint : the
under tail-coverts white. Inhabits New Holland.

BRASILIAN PORPHYRIO,

(Porphyrio Brasiliensis.)

Po. nigro-viridans, capite collo pectoreque violaceo-variantibus,
rectricibus nigro-viridantibus, tectricibus subtus albis.

Green-black Porphyrio with the head, neck, and breast varied
with violaceous, the tail-feathers of a black-green, the coverts
beneath white.

Paxra viridis.  Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 708. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 763,
Jacana. Briss. Orn. 5. 121.

Gallinula Brasiliensis, Jacana dicta. Raii, Syn. 115.

Le Jacana vert. Buff: Ois. 8. 189.

Green Jacana. Lath, Gen. Syn. 5. 243.

Natwve of Brasil, and thus described by Latham :
¢ Size of a pigeon : beak more than an inch long ;
the colour half red, half yellow : the fore part of the
head covered with a round membrane the colour
of a turquoise : the head, throat, neck, and breast
blackish-green, glossed with violet : back, rump, sca-
pulars, coverts of the wings and tail, belly, and thighs
blackish-green: quills and tail much the same : under
tail-coverts white : toes very long ; the middle one

two inches and a half in length : claws also long
and yellow.”
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WHITE PORPHYRIO ?
(Porphyrio? albus.)

Po.? fronte rostro pfdibusqug rufis, corpore toto albo. :

Porphyrio? with the forehead, heak, and legs red, the entire
body white.

Gallinula alba.  Leth, Ind. Orn. 2. 768.

White Gallinule. ZLath. Syn. Sup. ii. 327.

Larmam says of this bird that it is the ¢ size of a
Hen : length two feet : beak very strong, and much
the same in shape and colour as that of the Purple
Gallinule (Porphyrio chloropus): a bare red space,
in like manner, is also on the crown : irides red :
round the eye, the skin visible through the slendex
covering of feathers: the whole of the plumage in
general is of a pure white : legs red : claws brown :
at the bend of the wing a sharp spur. Some of
these, supposed to differ in sex, are of a bright blue
between the shoulders, and spotted on the back with
the same.”

¢ These inhabit Norfolk Island, and are there very
common : are exceedingly tame, insomuch -as to be
easily knocked down with a stick.” He proceeds to
state his suspicion that this species is merely a yariety
of the Purple Gallinule before-mentioned ; but} in-
dependent of the spur at the bend of the wing, its
large size will not allow it to be associated with that
species.
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264 COMMON JACANA.

chesnut: spuron the wing yellow, and a quarter of an
inch ‘n length : the bend of the wing varied with
black : the quills olive-yellow, tipped and partly edged
with dusky; the outer quill margined throughout its
length : tail rounded, chesnut tipped with black ;
the two middle feathers varied with brown : legs
greenish-ash, The young or Variable Jacana, of
Latham, is thus distinguished : its beak is orange-
yellow : crown of the head brown, with darker spots :
the hind part of the neck the same, but deeper in co-
lour: above the eye a white stripe, passing down on
each side of the neck, and accompanied by a black
one, which varies at the base of the beak, and passes
through the eye: sides of the head, throat, fore part
of the neck, breest, belly, thighs, and under tail-
coverts white ; the sides of the belly and base of the
thighs being slightly sprinkled with reddish spots :
wing-spur yellow : scapulars pale brown : lesser wing-
coverts purplish-chesnut ; the middle ones brown ;
the greater black : the four inmer quills are brown,
the rest greem, margined with black at their ends,
and the outer one entirely so on its exterior web :
legs bluish-ash. :

Inhabits Brasil, Surinam, St. Domingo, and other
parts of South America and the West Indies ; fre-
guenting marshy places, sides of ponds, &c. generally
m pairs, and wade in the water in search of food :
they are very shy and noisy, their note very shrill,
and may be heard at a great distance.



CHILI JACANA.

(Parra Chilensis.)

Pa. violacea, capite nigro, collo subtus ad pectore medio nigro,
abdomine albo, remigibus cauddque. fuscts, occipite subcristato.

Violet Jacana with the head black, the neck beneath to the
middle of the breast black, the abdomen white, the quills and
tail brown, the occiput slightly crested.

Chili Jacana. Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup. ii. 324.

Parra Chilensis, Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.707. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.
765.

Tre Chili Jacana is about the size of a Magpie -
its beak is two inches in length, ard slightly bent at
the tip: its irides are yellow: the forehead has a
bilobed red caruncle: the oceiput is slightly crested :
the hinder part of its meck, its back, and wings are
violet : the fore part of the neck to the middle of
the breast is black : its belly is white : quills brown :
spur at the bend of the wings yellow, and half an
inch long: tail short and brown: legs black: toes
shorter than usual with the species of this genus.
Inhabits the plains of Chili, feeding upon insects and
worms: it is a noisy species; and builds its nest
among grass, laying four fulvous eggs, spotted with
black. = The male and female keep together. * Its flesh
is said to be good eating. .
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CHINESE JACANA.:

(Parra Sinensis.) |

PA. castaneo-vinacea, capite collo anteriore tectricibusque alarum

albidis, collo postico lutescente, rectricibus quatuor intermediis
elongatis.

Vinaceous-chesnut Jacana with the anterior part of the neck
and wing-coverts whitish, the posterior part of the neck yel-
lowish, the four middle tail-feathers elongated.

Parra Sinensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.709. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2, 764.

Chinese Jacana. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 246. Lath. Syn. Sup. 256.
pl.117. Lath. Syn. Sup. ii. 324.

Le Jacana & longue queue. Cuv. Reg. Anim, 1. 498.

YouxG.—Parra Luzoniensis. Gmel. Syst.'Nat. 1..709. Lath.
Ind. Orn. 2. 764.

Le Chirurgien de I'lsle de Lucon. Sonner. Voy. 82. 2

Luzonian Jacana. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 245. Lath. Syn. Sup.
256.

A VERY pretty species; and the adult bird is thus
commemorated by Latham : “ Size of the Gold Phea-.
sant : length two feet: beak bluish: front of the head,
cheeks, fore part and sides of the neck white ; hind.-
part of the head black, descending in a line on each
side of the neck to the breast : the back part of the
neck, behind this; of a yellow buff:colour : between
the neck and back gilded brown: all the undexw parts
from the breast deep purple: back and scapulars
reddish-brown : wing-coverts white : quills ‘brown ;
the secondaries edged with white ; the ends of some
of the primuries grow very narrow towards the tips,
and end almost in a point; at the bend of the wing a
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short, sharp, hora-coloured spur: the (four) middle
tail-feathers half the length of the bird, and shaped
like those of the- Gold Pheasant: (two) of them
longer than the others, ending in a point ; the adjoin-
ing one (on each side) less:sharp at the end, and
malked near the tip with an oval spot of white : legs
green.’

"The young bird is also described, by the same cele-
brated author, by: the name-of the Luzonian Jacana,
from the Voyage of Sonnerat as'follows':* “ beak' of’
a greyish-colour, straight, and’ a little enlarged at
the end: top of the head deep brown : over the eye
a stiipe of white passing down on each side of the
neck, and changing into pale yellow behind the eye*
through' the ‘eye arother stripe of ‘an’ash-colour ac-
compames the first quite down to the wing : the back
is brown : the under parts, from the chin to the vent,
white, except a large spot of brown on the breast:
at the bénd of the wing is a sharp spur : the lesser
wing-coverts are white, the others pale brown, trans-
versely barred with black ; the second quills white ; *
the:prime ones black; ﬁ‘om the ‘thrée” last of ‘these
arise three naked shafts, two inches long, and ‘ending
ina-lance-shaped: feathered point; they spring from "
the middle of the feather:to: which they belong, the
shaft appearing as-divided, or branching into two at
thatipart's the toes and claws are very long, and of
a‘dusky blacks

Inhabits Ching, India, Java, and the adjacent coun-
tries'and islandsy frequenting'the'low marshy borders '
of the sea and'rivers.’
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CHAUNA.

Generic Character.

Rostrum capite brevior; basi
plumulis  tectis, conico-
-convexum, subfornicatum,
apice curyato.

Vertex simplex.

Lore nudez.,

Ale calcaria dua armatee.
Pedes_tetradactyli, fissi; di-

gito postico apice solo in- ||

sistens; . ungues posticis
intermediisque fere rectis.

CHAUNA.
PARRA Linn., Gmel., Lath.,
OPISTOLOPHUS Vlell

Illig., Cuv., Teémm.

Beak: shorter than the head,
its base clothed with small

feathers,  conico-conves,
slightly arched, its tip
curyed,

Crown stnple.,

Lres naked.

Wings armed with two spuxs.
Legs four-toed, cleft; the
hinder 7oe, resting on its
. base alone; the hinder and
' intermediate claws nearly
* straight.

THIS igenus greatly. approaches to the Screamer;

frgrp,_whmh however, it.may: be at once distinguished :
by the absence of the corneous appendage on' the:
crown..of the head:; and fromthe oceiput being orna-

mented. with.-an..elevated crest, and the head ‘and
upper: pait of the neck:being clothed with down..



FAITHFUL CHAUNA.

(Chauna' Chavaria.)

Cu. corpore supra fusco, collo abdomineque nigris, temporibus
gulaque albis. :
Chauna with the body above brown, the neck and abdomen black,
the temples and throat white.

Parra Chavaria. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1,560. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.
709. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 764.

Faithful Jacana. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 246.

Le Chaia du Paraguai. Cuv. Reg. Anim. 1. 499.

Trz1s appears to be a very rare bird ; at least, but
few specimens have ever been brought to Europe.
It is about the size of the dunghill Cock, but stands
a foot and a half from the ground : its beak is conic,
slightly bent, and of a dirty white colour ; at its base,
on each side, is a red membrane, extending to the
temples ; in the middle of this the eyes are placed :
its irides are brown: its occiput is adorned with
about a dozen blackish feathers, forming an impend-
ing crest-three inches in length: the rest of the
neck is thickly covered with black down : under the -
beak and templ'es pure white : the body is brown : the
wings and tail blackish, shaded with grey; the latter
short + the legs are long, strong, and of a yellow1sh-‘
red zolour ; and its toes are so long as to entangle
each other in walking.

On the authority of' Jacquin, Linnseus gives the
following history of this bird : It inhabits the rivers,
lakes, and marshes, near the river Cinu, about thirty
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WHITE SHEATHBILL. - 281

nostrils, except on vhe fore part, and descends so low
on each side of the beak as to hang over part of the
nnder mandible ; it is moveable, and may be raised
upwards, or depressed so as to lay flat on the beak
itself. The tongue is also singular, being round
above, flat beneath, and pointed at the end. The
legs are very stout and short, resembling those of the
Gallinacez : the toes are edged with a thick mem-
brane ; the hinder one is elevated from the ground ;
and the claws are channelled beneath.

WHITE SHEATHBILL,
(Chionis Forsteri.)

CH. pennis toto niveo-albis.

Sheathbill with the plumage entirely snowy-white.

Vaginalis alba. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 705.

Vaginalis Chionis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 774.

White Sheathbill.  Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 268. pl. 89. Penn. Gen.
Birds, p. 43.

Variss in length from fifteen to eighteen inches :
its beak is black at its base ; its appendage or sheath
yellowish and moveable : the papillee or warts on the
face extend from the base of the beak beyond the
eyes, which they surround; they are of a pale orange
colour, except a larger one over the eye, which is
brown or blackish: the entire plumage is of a beau-
tiful snowy white: knob at the bend of the wings
blackish : legs bare a short distance above the knees,
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