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2 FAMELY SECRETS.

tance : and as Lady Fitzorton faw he was
not in a temper of mind to be controlied,
fhe vexed him not with importunity. :
But growing worfe in the night, he re-
forted to, as he thought, a bottle of lauda-
num, in whofe powers he had always too
much faith ; and although in much agony,
he was unwilling to difturb any of the fa-
mily, thinking the diforder would pafs away
in the profoundnefs of that fleep which the
fuppefed laudanum, his favourite panacea,
would procure. He went fo haftily to the
clofet, where, the day before, he had locked
up all his rﬁcdxcmes, that the lamp went
_out; and in this ftate of darknefs and un=
certainty, as he was in fearch of fomething
10 hold the laudanum, he unfortunately laid
- his hand on a cup, in whlchbad been mixed
up, and mcaumouq‘y left by the houfe ftew-
ard, a preparation of arfenic and other poi-
fonous drugs, to deftroy fome rats which,
had infefted feveral pa\rf&of the dilapidated
manfion. Anxious to remove the malady
-which he felt every minute increafing, he
reforted again to the medicine cheft, and

poured





























































































 FAMILY SECRETS. 33,
was now augmented tenfold ; but the fen-
timént of rage they conceived for Miles,

~and more than all for David Otley, the
betrayer of Family Secrets, furpaffed all

 defeription. It could be equalled by
nothing but their love, pity, and regret,
for the fate of Sir Armine, on recolleétion
of whofe diftiny, their late univerfal joy was
changed into as univeral forrow, and they
fought the now difmantled caftle in the
honeft auguifh of their fouls. As the
Fitzorton fervants were entering the caftle
gates, they perceived the apoftate Otley
coming 'with: his letter-box, out of the
houfe, and fuffering him to move a few
paces, they. beheld the ever-drooping Sir
Guife, who was waiting. near’ one. of the
out-houfes to.join him. T he whole pack
opened at once, calling out—*T here they
are l—there are the affaffinators of our dear, -
dear—perhaps dead mafter, efcaped from
prifon! It is both law and:juftice to flay
them—they.ought to be torn piece-meal I’
And piece-meal they would have been
inftantly torn, had the feet of rage been as’
- O S papid
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‘paramour, or their agents, who were con-
fidered as inftrumental in fuch wvillany,
'That the abbey, therefore, might be, while
he was thus conftrained to do penance in it,
a place of tolerable captivity, he caufed it
to be given out that he felt himfelf fo much
indifpofed, which was by accident the truth,
that it would be neceffary for him to keep
his chamber, and even to avoid company,
as he found it rather oppreffive to {peak.

His objeét herein was to efeape his fon
Charles, the fhot of whofe angty eye he
dared not encounter. But this did not avail:
him, for though it is true he was illenough
in body; and haraffed enough in fpirit, to-
keep his chamber, that very indifpofition
was a motive with the virtuous Caroline to
attend him in his hour of languor; nay
more, judging from the goodnefs of her
own heart, that it would be a: cordial to
: his—the moft comfortable, indeed, he could.
receive——to fee his darling fon, this duteous.
daughter, by inceffant intreaties, and filial
arguments, contrived fo far to pacify
Charles, as to gain his affent to an interview
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* houfe—¢¢ None of your winks to me, Guife
—1 fay you were a poor mean-{pirited man,
-and you ought to bluth at all thefe pranks *
and fuffes, to do me juftice —get up, for

- thame get up—and don’t play the fool any
longer, prithee. And as for you, Mr. Im-

~ pertirfence,”’—meaning Arthur,—¢ if Guife
had the fpirit of a butterfly, he would twilt
your old babbling tongue out of your
mouth. Den’t ftand lifting up your eyes
and hands at me, you fuperannuated, canting
rafcal ; for if you do, woman as I am, you
thall repentit, I promife you. In future,
I defire your vifits may ceafe at this houfe,
fir. If my hufband has not the foul to
forbid you, 7do; and unlefs I fee better
~manners in that young gentleman, who is
pow fwelling up in that manner, ready to
burft with venom, the lefs he gives us of |
his company here, the better. = As for the
young Lady—don’t cry, mifs—you are the
only decent young body in the houfe.””’

. Any attempt to defcribe the fituation of
the party, qonfequent on this harangue,,
would be prefumptuous abfurdity.

s Arthur


































































































































































98 FAMILY SECRETS.
convince him not only that his God is ¢ to
be feen in clouds and heard in \ivinds,’ but
that his creative, prote&ive, and fuftaining
power, embraces all climes and encircles all
nature ; and laftly, that whatever may be
the diftinctions of partial man, the Maker
of us all aéts under influence of no fuch pre-

_Judices—but attending only to the com-
plexion of the heart, hath allotted a place
of happinefs and glory to all that wear the
formsof meny whether born under the blaze
of the fun or placed beyond the reach: of
his beams 1"’

While father Arthur madc thls apof- .
trophe, his eyes fparkled, his cheeks glowed,
and the fincerity of his heart was vifible in-
his features.

< Maffer,” faid Florcfco, “ me could hear
you talk all times, and me am’ better boy,
and better good chriftian black every time,
and me fhall go to good place like white
man, and live all times with good peoples

and good maffer, and be in God’s heaven,
thoucrh negro boy |2

CHAP-
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it is this, that your honour will be fo kind
as to make ufe of the above r100l. feeing
it belongs to the family, by your ladythip’s
fide, and as the chapel-houfe is, ‘as T may
fay, in a ftraight line between two, the ab-
bey and the caftle, both being too. near
neighbours, feeing they are not friends, and
muft be, as circumftances now are, eye-
fores to your honour and the ’*fquire; my
brother Ned’s farm has a topping ‘good
houfe upon it—and as I know fomething of
the bufinefs, T could carry on the farming,
and your honours might live upon' the
fame, and with his reverence and his good
little biack, we might be happy, in an hum=
ble way, confidering what your honours
have been ufed to, till God fees good time
to reftore you to your own; and as his re=
verence fays we carry-our own heaven or
hell about us; fo our heaven upon earth
may as well be at Ned’s farm,as any. where
elfe, till we all getinto your heavens above.
Such is your humble fervant’s good coun-
fel; but if it fo be it be not taken, and
your honours prefer a London town ' life,
nhtop
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or the like of this publick way, Ned’s
farm might be turned into hard money,
for as to carrying it on againft your ho-
nours’ good will, or your honours to live
in one place, and Dennifon in another, it
is not to be reckoned upon, feeing it can-
not be; for as it is faid in the Holy Bible,
wufed in churches, ¢ wherefoever you lodge
will I lodge,” and fo on. The leafe, and
the ftock, and the houfeholds, would make
up a roundith-like fum, and your honour’s
1100l. might go thereto, and together we
might live bobifthly. Now do ‘not, my
good lady mifs, think my humble defigns,
‘hereby, to hurt you, the ’{quire, or his re-
verence, by making a mighty matter of the
aforefaid, in the way of vain glory, which
is a fin forbidden, and if it were not, I fhould
be aﬁlam}:d of, for if a man’s heart goes to
the thing that fhould not be, what are laws
and gofpels, in churches and chapels, your
honour 2 Old Dennifon is no boafter, an’
pleafe your ladyfhip ; when your honours
can render back unto Czfar, that is Denni-

fon, even to the uttermoft farthing, that
Bets o which













































118 FAMILY SECRETS.
~« Ah! fhe hath not an atom in her dif-,
pofition 1”2 cried Henrys < but for pity’s
fake, thou to whom I owe eternal grati-
tudc—-grautudc which even dcfpaxr cannot
extinguith, tell me the meﬁ'age you. havc,
brought from the abbey 2 - : 3
<« Not from the abbey, but the chapcl-
houfe,” fighed forth Dennifon. He then
‘took out Charles’s packet, which, having
put into one of Henry’s hands, he prefied
the other to his aged bofom, kiffed it, then
wifhed him all God’s choiceft bleflings, fay- -
ing, < If that lovely lady was to be his
bride, the muft be a happy one, even though
_he thereby loft Mifs Caroline. I cannot,
muft not ftay, my dear, honoured ’fquire;
but upon earth and in heaven I fhall re-
member, love, and blefs you !’
The tears of an old white-headed man,
whofe honefty we have long known, and
- whofe affli@tion we have often proved, fhed
over us at probably an eternal parting, are,
at o/l times affe@ting ; but in Henry’s cafe
~—combined, asit was, with the moft touch-
~ ing circumftances of gratitude, doubt, ter-
ror,
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ror, and tendernefs—it is no wonder that
he fuffered Dennifon to leave the caftle’
without the utterance of another word.

It was, ,indeﬁd; a confiderable time be-
fore he had fufficient ftrength to open the
eventful packet, of which his inmoft foul
felt at once the virtue, the energy, and
the irremediable neceffity.—¢ Excellent
Charles! divine Caroline V" faid he. « Yes,
your Henry fhall be added to fwell the
facrifice of felf-devoted victims ; and owr
oaths fhall be refpected!”

By degrees his mind foftened to a fort of
~ pious acquiefcence, and fecing himfelf hem-
med round by innumerable duties at the
caftle, and mfurmouptablc difficulties at
the abbey, a new oath afcended filently
from his lips to that heaven which had re-
ceived his former, and, kneeling down, he
cried out in a loud voice, thrice repeating
it, « Here then, again I fwear to devote
'my hand to Ohvxa' Wltncfs the oath, O

God !”

~ 'Olivia, re- entermg, diftin&ly overheard

Henry pronounce this folemn affeveration.
. He
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informed her, therefore, of the Baronet’s
indifcreet marriage ; of the open ruthrc
‘which had happened in confequence of
making fuch a wife the miftrefs of his
family ; of the impoflibility there was, that
‘Caroline, or her brother; fhould remain
longer at the abbey; of their departure
thence ; of their prefent refidence with the
venerable father Arthug, and their do-
meftick, the good Dennifon; of their for-:
lorn ftate of mind and fortunes; and of
their future deftination, bound by oaths,
which, ¢ from my acquaintance with both,”
faid Henry, with a trembling voice, «1
know to be irrevocable as fate itfelf,”
Olivia not only gave him full credit
for the tender feelings of. friendthip, but
countenanced them by generous teftimonies
of her own, and afked, with the- moft faf-
cinating fimplicity and ardour, ¢ whether
it were not poffible effentially to ferve
thefe excellent perfons without wounding
their delicacy? My beloved Henry will
pot fuppofe that I involve their virtues in
ghe faults of their father; or that I do not
as
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as fetvently with, and intend to fue for, the
revived friendfhip and fociety of Caroline. -
And if I have been withheld from the like
avowals, it has been in conformity to the
melancholy, which muft, alas! long hang
over our houfe, and which fufpends every
promife of the heart. But, indeed, Henry,
I have a faithful memory, and think itisa
folemn duty, incdmbent on us both, to ;
“confult each other, till we firike upon fome
expedient by which your friend Charles
and my Caroline fhould be reconciled to
the felicity we Ihould feel in rendering them
happy. :
<« Something mxcht, furely, be contrived
to effec it,” continued Olivia. ;

Henry begged the {ubjcé‘t rmght drop
for the prefent. P
Olivia, however, took an early oppor-
tunity of renewing it, little irnagining that
fhe was labouring the very point which
kept alive the only fubjec it was her in-
tereft to annihilate, inftead of fuffering it to
die filently away.  Henry, after ftrong re-
petitions of his affurances, that nothing
Gz could
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action! Ewery hope: and ‘fear upon-the
“fcout; to hunt for poffibilities of an efcape, -
till puhed by circumftances, he at laft gives
‘way only to an arbitrary neceffity ; to that
“he yields without.any. impulfe from the
‘moral principle, and:repines for the reft of
~his life. The majeftick, on the other hand,
not lefs fenfible of what is dear to keep,
~and difficult to part from, 'oebcy,s,, for a
awhile, the. di¢ate of human nature. He
“fees ‘the advancing power, that is to dif-
-mantle his breaft of a cherithed joy; he
receives him with a facred awe that wants
a name, difdaining to hold in equipoife the
_choice of good and evil ; or, when a great
.and pofitive duty, arrayed, it may be, in
‘terrors; and pronouncing what is fitting to
‘be done—in the fhll fmall voice of con-
feience, whofe whifpers are, to fuch minds,
more Joud and alarming than the thunder—
the majeftick, I fay, my dear children, your
~ recent experience tells ygu, takes the trea-
fure which had been long enthroned on the
heart of hearts, out of the bofom, where it
was lodged and - treated as a gueft from
it 2 ; heaven
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The Gordian knot was now to the ap-
preherfion of Charles and Caroline le{'s”
difficult to untie. - ,
<< After this confeﬂion,” continued Olivia,
< it remains with you to fend me back
to. the caftle the moft fuccefsful or the
moft difappointed of human ‘beings. I
ought to tell you, however, that your com-
pliance will enable me to make our friend
Henry of human beings the happieft, and i
will be accompanied by the fiweeteft fur-'
prife in the world; for though I know,’
and you cannot be ignorant, that it is the
“neareft with and defign of his heart, that’
ample atonement fhould be- ‘made to you
for all the pangs you muft have undergone,
before, alas! you were driven to this ex-
tremity, the diftrefs into which the news
of your intention to fteal yourfclves away
from us, has fo difordered him, -as well it
might, that he can think upon nothing
decifive, and my proud heart, afpiring to
gain the conqueft of your prormfe not to’
leave us, and my earneft defire to carry

the tidings of iy victory to him myfelf,
has
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has made me dare to undertake the whole
matter without his knowing or even ful=
pe&mor it; {o that I have my plottoo, you -
fee. ' Judge, thcrefore, what a generous
occafion -prefents- itfelf for your exalting
me, in his efteem. If you permit me in
this great linftance to. affure him of your
' fnendihxp, and it can be done in no other
way, than by fuch a family compaét as T

have fuggefted, you will thereby. raife the

“value of mine, and, my obligations to you-
will be everlaﬂmg :

What was to be faxd? what done by
Carolme or Charles ? Even what was donc
and faid ;—Nothing.  The myftery was
mex«tﬁcable, yet a f’crangc openmg of
trembling light, of hope and of happinefs,
all which had been yielded to the influence
_of defpair, feemed to break in upon them
like a vifion, or rather day-dream which

they knew not how to encourage or difpel.
« AllTat prefcnt folicit,” rejoined Olivia,
earneftly, ¢ is your promife to adopt no
fatal meafure, that may put it even beyond

your own. power to make us and, yous-
felves,
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feel them, wholly took from Chz?les and
his fifter the power of fpeech. Olivia faw
a variety of fymptoms, part of which fhe
thought aufpicious, and. part fhe feared
were unfavourable to her defigns. Inter-
preting, however, their filence into a kind
of modeft affent, fhe would have now hur-
~ ried out of the apartment, had not Chatrles,
with a melancholy but determined air, af-
~ fured her there were invincible reafons,
_ which, he feared, muft for ever interrupt
her benevolent cndcavom's to unitc the fa-
milies of Fitzorton and Studrt.’ R s
¢ I know every one of thofe reafons,”
rejoined - Olivia, maintaining her points”
<« Pht they are all to be reconciled, my
good fir ; they are all to be reconciled.”’
The riddle appéared now refolved. The
generous animation with which Ohvxa re-
peated thls-aﬁ‘urance, brought into the mind
of Charles the mott delicious of all human
delufions. His fancy had been achieving
 wonders all the time; and now he even
fuppofed (what cannot the tender heart ?)
that Henry had, like hxmfclf forgot every
thing
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thmg but love, and had told the frory of
all their haplefs paffion to Olivia, who had
determined, at whatever rifk, to fave thex;x :
all from the threatened defpair. « Q! thou
unheard-of excellence! Is it poffible,”
faid he, throwing himfelf at her feet.—
¢ Shall we then owe to thy unparalleled :
fweetnefs the mighty blefling 2’

~ Olivia, believing his rapture proceeded’
from the profpe@ of being reftored again
to the arms of his friend, replied, with an_
ardour fearcely infetior tohis own, ¢ That
the was fatisfied there was not a with, which
he, or his enchanting fifter, could form, but
the propofal fhe fhould fpeedily make ,‘
would gratify, to its utmoft height.

The ftrength of this expreflion, feeming
to difpel all that remained of the myftery, .
moved the firm fpirit even of Caroline,
who, in her turn, ceafed for an inftant to
remember her fcheme of fequeftration, and
all the refolyes fhe had made to bid the
“world an eternal farewel.

But, alas?! it was the rhapfody only ofia
few blifsful moments; yet thofe, who have

H 2 hearts
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this manner they walked on, colouring the
fairy paradife of their fancy more highly
at every ftep. Ah! that it fhould be ne-
ceflary for Reafon to adwfagée' with a frown,
and diffolve the charm! Yet, how quickly
is itdone? Under influence of any vehe-
ment affe@ion of the heart, the ftep is quick,
" and almoft keeps pace with the emotion.
it is incredible how foen our three friends
~were within the bounds of Fitzorfon.—
‘Olivia had now placed herfelf in the mid-
dle, wreathing her lovely arms within thofe
of Charles and Caroline. Had a fentiment,’
foft as that which Charles might with to
infpire; animated her bofom, its effe@s
-would have beed* demonttrated nearly in
the fame way in which the now proved the
loving-kindnefs, compaflion, and fympathy
of her gentle heart, which all the time felt
only what fuch feelings’ allowed; nor had
it one throb of a tenderer paffion for any
mortal but her Henry.
- The fpaniel led the way.—¢ See ? faid
Ohvxa, {miling, ¢ that dear thing certainly

knows our convcnuon, I find our George
¢ calls
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pofﬁble,” added he, « your kind wifhes
can, in this inftance, be accomphfhed —1I
fhall for ever cherith a remembrance of
them in my grateful heart.”
¢« Why do you talk of 1mpoﬂiblht1cs i
refumed Olivia; ¢ Charles held the fame
language ; he, too, faid it was impofiible !}
Where, pray, is the difficulty of our making
two of the beft people in the world a part
of us? I thould bluth with fhame for us if
I thought we could difpofe of more than a
third of our income on ourfelves, and I -
know of but one difficulty in appropriating
fome of the furplus, and that is in recon- .
ciling the acceptance of it to minds  as
proud ‘and noble as our own. - But this we
muft meditate upon. I have gained, mean-
while, the ene thing needful—Charles and
“Caroline’s implied, though not exprefled
promife, not to leave the ch‘apel houfc till
you or I vifit them again.’
Henty, the more he heard, the more he
admired the generous fpeaker; but with
an agitation that rather feemed to proceed

from a tcnacu:y of 0p1mon, than any thing
: : clfe
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elfe in the Judgmerrt of Olivia, ftill mﬁf’ced'
on the impracticability of the thing. :
¢ I proteft,”” exclaimed Olivia, warmly,
“ you do not enter into my views with
half the fpirit, my dcar Henry, 1 mlght
have expeéted, from your frlendﬂnp £ the -
Stuarts, and your love to me. I could al-
moft call you unkind—for is not Charles
your friend, and is not Careline his fifter 2
- —By-the- byc, Henry,l am aﬁomfhed hew
you have guarded your heart againft the—
I thould have thought—umerring da,@%ﬁ‘ ’
this all-conquering girl. ~ Though the
deep fhades of melancholy are caft about
her, one difcovers. fuch ineffable fwecmefs, :
grace, and " beauty, through their veils,
‘that I really could not help thinking, as. I
beheld her, nothing but the prepofleflion
or prejudice of old habits—fueh as our
being born, bred, reared, and educated
together—could account for it;—and al-
though I verily believe my heart would
break, and my death enfue— Heaven
_knows, I hope it would—on the lofs, or
the flighteft abatement of your tendernefs
for
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cation of the alarm was more confufcd a»nd
mvolvcdwt\han the alarm itfelf.  Amongft
the few parts, however, which were fuffi-
ciently difentangled, were the theft of that
token of love, the handkerchief; and True
George’s valorous reftoration thereof, the
‘annuity refcued, the prowefs of Jonathan
-and Jerom; and the ftealing off of Sir Guife
‘and Lady Stuart, All thefe' tidings had
their due portion of effeét on the gentle
bofom ©of Jane. She was alike fenfible to_
the generofity and tendernefs of her lover,
“who was overpaid for the decided, active,
~and affeCtionate part he had taken in thefe
operations, by a reward which he fwore he
fhould feel to the moment of his death;
for, on the evening of thefe events, when
‘they had opportunity to dilate them over
-a dith of tea in Jane’s fitting paquomz, this
amiable unfortunate ran into a comparifon
~betwixt her prefent and her former lover,
and found the contraft fo ftriking, that
George reading, perhaps, a permiffion ‘in
* “her-eyes, ventured to profit of it by falu-
‘tmg her with more ewdemz marks of foft-
nefs
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