





























































































































L3

0

‘MTE‘MOIRS OF THE

‘Upon the delivery of my meflage to Azim Shaw, he repired
« It is very well. Go, and inform my fon I am coming up.” I
returned to the promifed. place of halt; but what did I behold'_
The prince ‘had marched on, and left the village unguarded

b fpeeded after him, and, upon gaining the line, faw a joy -ful fccne

.of congxatulatmn om v1E‘cory When the prmce faw me, he eagerly

exclaimed, ¢ Icong% atulate you on vidtory!” I replsed « Hoy.~

“(vomes vittory, with' OUt 4 battle?” Upon which his hghneﬁ,

turning to a.courier, faid, < Tell Eradut Khan what: you have feen.”

This foolith wretch then aﬁ'irmed that he had feen the * Sewarree -

elephant of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at-

tendants, runnmg off towards Agra. The prince then faid, that

our left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage.

The caufe of this imaginary viCtory was thus: The advanced

baggage of Shaw Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at-
tacked, and, the efcort being fmall, {oon taken. The elephant feen
running away, belonged to Rooi’cum-»dx Khan, who commanded'

the efcort. ;

The pl"ince, ‘however, now ‘ordered [me to go and inform his
father of the v1£tory, fuppoﬁng that my being the bearer of good
news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and
obferved, that I could not carry mtelhgence fo very ridiculous and
groundlefs ; upon which the prince was angry, and exclaimed,

¢ What do you mean ?” I replied, * Let us reafon on the fub-

“ je€t. Is not Shaw Aulum the fon of Aulumgeer, and claimant
“ of the throne? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with
< four fons, valiant like himfelf, and a great army ? Can then any
« perfon of judgment even fuppofe, that he fhould bafely fly
“ without a battle, or even having feen his enemy? What dread

~ % That on which he ufually rode.
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difgu‘sﬂe’d at being deprived.of the great plunder they had expetted
from the camp of Azeem Oofthawn, which had been feized from
their grafp: by the firift difcipline and honour of Jehaun Shaw.
The ameer al amra, with {eeming attachment,. vifited the princes
as ufual, and three days paffed over without their expreflinig: diftruft
at his delay ; but their friends clearly faw his defigns, .and warned

Jehaun Shaw againft his treachery; offering to prevent their com- -

pletion, by putting him. to death, when he fhould come next to
pay his refpects. The: honaurable and noble-minded prince refufed
his affent to fuch propofals; faylna, ¢ I cannot confent to fuch
s difhonourable and perfidiolis dealing, for which I fhould become

“ heinoufly guilty in the eyes-of God, and amongft men marked

“ as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is deerced me, I
¢ fhall attain it without trouble; but, if not, of what avail is
“ treachery, or unjuft thedding of human blood?” At his next
vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fafpicions entertained of
his conduét, faying, “ Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading
“ that T may. be puttmg thee to death ; ‘which, however politic, I
“ fcorn to do by fraud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own
“ houfe.” The ameer al amra departed with-a fpeed and preeipi-
tation declaring his guilt. The veil, with whick: he had covered
his defigns, became no longer of ufe; but, inftead of feeling gra-
titude to Jehaun Shaw for fuffering him to live, his enmity in-
erealed, He now openly avowed his deftruction, and his intentionss
to fupport Moiz ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and
;’ehglouﬁy faithful to 'his word, was generous and juft in this great
action, yet the policy of government will not admit of fuch conduét
being copied as an example of propriety. 'The world is deceitful,
and cannot be commanded but by deceit. The thief, who fhould
wake his ﬂeepmg prey, would only bring ruin on his own heatl.
Virtue and vice being diret oppofites, cannot exift in one dwelling,
That, the foundation of which s evil, cannot hefupport:ed but by
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to receive them, but the ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan-
tage of his prefent fituation, as it was now late in the afternoon,
and the fall of night, during an ation, would create much confu-
fion and diforder. - With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks
of a rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. .

E%x'ly in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy .
clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra, who was juft’

” come from the emperor’s tents, and preparing to take fome refreth-

ment; upon which, I afked my difmiffion, and returned to my
‘own _tents, intending to fleep. By this time the clouds had dif-
perfed, and the fun-fthone very bright.” A liftle after mid-day, I
was alarmed by the drums beating to arms, and a confufed noifg,
when running to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his
elephant with great hafte, and undrefled ; upon which I got ready
‘my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all
poffible {fpced. Upon my arrival, he was ftanding upon elevated -
ground, looking round him. I afked what had caufed the alarm,
when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem-
ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to
form, the ameer al amra in front, and upon his right Kokultath
Khan. - In thecenter ftood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw; attended
by Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery. To the left were the
troops of Mortuzza Khan Bukfhi, and many other amras. The,

wenemy’s army advanced flowly till within reach of cannon-fhot,

when they played upon us with their artillery and rockets, which
were anfwered with great: fury’ by Rajee Khan. Every one knows
that, after an engagement s once begun, it is- impoffible for a
fingle perfon to fee more of the operations than thofe on the im=
mediate {fpot of his own poft; how then can 1 fay, I diftinétly
viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex-
tent ? -~ An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of ong
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