
 



 



 



 





 



 





 



 



 





 



OF SCOTLAND. 
Q 

9 
I 

9 

» Henry II. and the difgrace of his minifter, the 3 o OK 

utmoft exceffes of violence were to be dreaded 

fromm their furious ambition, armed with fove- 7 
reign power. Scotland is the quarter where they 
can attack England with moft advantage. A war . 
on the borders of that country, expofes France 
to no danger, but one unfuccefsful action there 

may hazard the crown, and overturn the govern- 
ment, of England. In political condu&, it is 
childith to wait till the defigns of an enemy be 
ripe for execution. The Scottifh nobles, after 
their utmoft efforts, have been obliged to quit 
the field; and, far from expelling the invaders 
of their liberties, they behold the French power 
daily inereafing, and muft at laft ceafe from 

ftruggling any longer in a conteft fo unequal. 
The invading of England will immediately follow 
the reduétion of the Scottifh malcontents, by 
the abandoning of whom to the mercy of the 
French, Elizabeth will open a way for her ene- 
mies into the heart of her own kingdom, and ex- 
pofe it to the calamities of war, and the danger 

of conqueft, Nothing therefore remained but 
to meet the enemy while yet at a diftance from 
England, and, by fupporting the Congregation 

with a powerful army, to render Scotland the 
theatre of the war, to crufh the defigns of the 
Princes of Lorrain in their infancy, and, by fuch 
an early and unexpected effort, to expel the 

French out of Britain, before their power had 

time to take root and grow up to any formidable 
height. But as the matter was of as much im- 
portance as any which could fall under the con: 

fideration 

௫ 

ill. 
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activity, as well as the extent of her power. The Bo oK 
feafon of the year would not permit her land U- 
army to take the field; but left the French fhould, ~ 1560. 
in*the mean time, receive new reinforcements, 
fhe inftantly ordered a ftrong fquadron to cruize 
in the Frith of Forth. She feems, by her inftruc- 
tions to Winter her Admiral, to have been defir- 
ous of preferving the appearances of friendthip 
towards the French". But thefe were only ap- 
pearances ; if any French fleet fhould attempt to 
land, he was commanded to prevent it, by every 

' a&t of hoftility and violence. It was the fight of 
this fquadron, which occafioned at firft fo much 
joy among the French, but which foon infpired 
them with fuch terror, as faved Fife from the 
effeéts of their vengeance. Apprehenfive of be- 
ing cut off from their companions on the oppofite 
thore, they retreated towards Stirling with the 
utmoft precipitation, and in a dreadful feafon, 
and through roads almoft impaffable, arrived at 
Leith, harafled and exhaufled with fatigue‘. 

Pas Englifh fleet caft anchor in the road of 
Leith, and continuing in that ftation till the con- 

clufion of peace, both prevented the garrifon of 
Leith from receiving fuccours of any kind, and 
confiderably facilitated the operations of their 
own forces by land. 
_ Soon after the arrival of the Englifh fey They com 

clude a 

the Commiffioners of the Congregation repaired > 
to Berwick, and concluded with the Duke of reb. 27. 
Norfolk a treaty, the bond of that union with 
Elizabeth, which was of fo great advantage to 

? Keith, Appendix, 45. Haynes, 231. ற்‌ Knox, 203- 

, the  
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B Py OK ants, landed at Wirkington in Cumberland; and 
thence fhe was conduéted with many marks of 

7568. refpeét to Carlifle’. 
Elizabeth As foon as Mary arrived in England, fhe’ wrote 
ae a long letter to the Queen, reprefenting, in the 

anime frongeft terms, the injuries which fhe had fuffer. 
her. ed from her own fubjeéts, and imploring that pity 

and affiftance which her prefent fituation de- 
manded™. An event fo extraordinary, and the 
conduét which might be proper in confequence 
of it, drew the attention, and employed the 
thoughts, of Elizabeth and her council. If their 
deliberations had been influenced by confidera- 
tions of juftice or generofity alone, they would 
not have found them long or intricate. A 
Queen, vanquifhed by her own fubjeéts, and — 
threatened by them with the lofs of her liberty, 
or of her life, had fled from their violence, and 

thrown herfelf into the arms of her neareft. 
neighbour and ally, from whom fhe had received 

~ repeated affurances of friendfhip and proteétion. 
Thefe circumftances entitled her to refpeét and. 
to compaflion, and required that fhe fhould’ 
either be reftored to her own kingdom, or at 

leaft be left at full liberty to feek aid from any 
other quarter. But with Elizabeth and her 
counfellors, the queftion was not, what was 
moft juft or generous, but what was moft 
beneficial to herfelf, and to the Englifh nation. 
Three different refolutions might have been 
taken, with regard to the Queen of Scots. To | 
re-inftate her in her throne, was one; to allow | 

1 Keith) 483. அண்ணல்‌ க்கம்‌ 1, கரக 20 
her  
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’ protection, the would forfeit the praife of juftice BOOK 

and humanity, which was hitherto due to her ad- —_"* 
mififtration. But the Englifh monarchs were mae 

often fo folicitous to fecure their kingdom againft 

the Scots, as to be little ferupulous about the 
means which they employed for that purpofe, 
Henry IV. had feized the heir of the crown of 
Scotland, who was forced by the violence of a 
ftorm, to take refuge in one of the ports of his 
kingdom; and, in contempt of the rights of hof- 

pitality, without regarding his tender age, or the 

tears and intreaties of his father, detained him a 

prifoner for many years. This aétion, though 

detefted by pofterity, Elizabeth refolved now to 

imitate. Her virtue was not more proof than 

that of Henry had been, againft. the temptations 

of intereft ; and the poffeffion ofa prefent advan- 

tage was preferred to the profpeét of future fame. 

The fatisfa@tion which fhe felt in mortifying a 

rival, whofe beauty and accomplifhments fhe en- 

vied, had, perhaps, no lefs influence than politi- 

cal confiderations, in bringing her to this refo- 

lution.. But, at the fame time, in order to fcreen 

herfelf from the cenfure which this conduét me- 

rited, andto make her treatment of the Scottifh 

Queen look like the effeét of neceflity rather 

than of choice, fhe determined to affume the ap- 

pearance of concern for her intereft, and of deep 

fympathy with her fufferings. _ 

Wiru this view, fhe inftantly difpatched Lord Mzy ze. 

Scrope, warden of the weft. marches, and Sir 

. Francis Knollys, her vice-chamberlain, to the 

8. Queen.
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BOOK Queen. of Scots, with letters full of expreflions of ° 

_V. _ kindnefs and condolence. But, at the fame time, _- 
7568. they had private inftruétions to watch all her mo- 

tions;and to take care that fhe fhould not efcape 

Muy de- into her own kingdom’. On their arrival, Mary 

ee demanded a perfonal interview with the Queen, 

beth’s pre. that dhe might lay before her the/injuries which 

ie fhe had fuffered, and receive from her thofe 

. friendly offices which dlehad been encouraged ta 

expest. ‘They anfwered, that it was with reluét- 

ance admiflion into the prefence of their foye- 

reign wasat prefent denied her; that while fhe lay 

under the imputation of a crime fo' horrid as the 

murder of her hufband, their miftrefs, to whomhe 

was fo nearly allied, could not, without bringing 

a {tain upon her own reputation, admit her into 

her prefence; but, as foon as: fhe had cleared 
herfelf from that afperfion, they promifed her a 

reception fuitable to her dignity, and aid pro- 
portioned to her diftrefs".. rit Ae Wi 

she ofrsto -  Norninc could be more artful than this pre-- 

her condué. tence; and it was the occafion of leading the 
Queen of Scots into the fnare in which Elizabeth 

and her minifters wifhed to entangle her. Mary 

exprefied the utmoft furprife at this unexpeéted 

- manner of evading her requeft ; but, as fhe could 
not believe fo many profeflions of friendfhip to be 
yoid of fincerity, the frankly offered to fubmit her 

caufe to the cognizance of Elizabeth, and un- 

dertook to produce fuch proofs of her owninno- 

cence, and of the falfehood of the accufations 

P Anderf, vol. iv. 36. 70. 92. 4.Tbjd. vok iv. 8. 554 * 

கவர ட்‌ brought
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‘brought againft her, as fhould fully remove the p99 x 
Acruples, and fatisfy the delicacy, ofthe Englifh Vv. 
Quéen. ‘This was the very point to which Eliza- அதன்‌, 
beth laboured to bring the matter. In eonfe- Elizabeth 
quence of this appeal of the Scattith Queen, fhe vantege of 
now confidered herfelf as the umpire between ட 

her and her fubjeéts, and forefaw that fhe would 

have it entirely in her own power to protraé the 
inquiry to any length, and to perplex and involve 
it in endlefs difficulties. In the mean time, fhe 
was furnifhed with a plaufible reafon for keeping 
her at a diftance from court, and for refufing to 

contribute towards replacing her on the throne, 
As Mary’s conduct, had been extremely incau- 

tious, and the prefumptions of her guilt were ma- 
ny and ftrong, it was not impoffible her fubjeéts 
might make good their charge againft her; and 
if this fhould be the refult of the inquiry, fhe 

would, thenceforth, ceafe to be the objeét of re- 

gard or of compafiion, and the tréating her with 

coldnefs and negleét would merit little cenfure, 

In a.matter fo dark and myfterious, there was no 

probability that Mary could bring proofs of her 

innocence, fo ineontefted, as to render the con- 

duét of the Englith Queen altogether culpable ; 

and, perhaps, impatience under reftraint, fufpi- 

cion of Elizabeth’s partiality, or the difcovery of 

her artifices, might engage Mary in fuch cabals, 

as would juftify the ufing her with greater rigour, 

Enizaseru early perceived many advantages 

which would arife from an inquiry into the con- 

» dué of the Scottifh Queen, carried on under her 
oh eS ன.
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BOO Xk direétion. There was fome danger, however, that' 

Vv. Mary might difeover her fecret intentions too 

3368, foon, and by receding from the offer which the 

had*made, endeavour to difappoint them. But, 

even in that event, fhe determined not to drop 

the inquiry, and had thought of feveral different _ 

expedients for carrying iton. ‘The Countels df 

Lennox, convinced that Mary was acceflary to 

the murder of her fon, and thirfting for that 

vengeance which it was natural for a mother to 

demand, had implored Elizabeth’s juftice, and 

folicited her, with many tears, in her own name, 

and in her hufband’s, to bring the Scottifh Queen 

to a trial for that crime’. The parents of the 

unhappy Prince had a juft right to prefer this 

aceufation; nor could fhe, who was their neareft 

kinfwoman, be condemned for liftening to fo 

equitable a demand. Befides, as the Scottifh no- 

bles openly accufed Mary of the fame-crime, and 

pretended to be able to-confirm their charge by 
fufficient proof, it would be no difficult matter 
to prevail on them to petition the Queen of 
England to take cognizance of their proceedings 
againft their fovereign; and it was the opinion 
of the Englith council, that it would be reafon- 
able to comply with the requeft*. At the fame 
time, the obfolete claim of the fuperiority of 
England over Scotland began to be talked of; 

and, on that account, it was pretended that the 

decifion of the conteft between Mary and her 

fubjeéts belonged of right to Elizabeth’. But, _ 

*Camd..412. Haynes, 469. = * And. vol.iv. part i. 37+ 

© Thid. 
்‌ though
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‘though Elizabeth revolved all thefe expedients 
in her mind, and kept them in referve to be made 
ufe ‘of as occafion might require, fhe wifhed that 
the inquiry into: Mary’s condué fhould appear 
to be undertaken purely in compliance with her 
own demand, and in order to vindicate her in- 
nocence; and fo long as that appearance could 
be preferved, none of the other expedients were 
to be employed. 
Wuen Mary confented to fubmit her caufe to 

Elizabeth, fhe was far from fufpecting that any 
bad confequences could follow, or that any dan- 
gerous pretenfions could be founded on her offer. 
She expected that Elizabeth herfelf would receive 
and examine her defences"; fhe meant to confi- 
der her as an equal, for whofe fatisfaction fhe 
was willing to explain any part of her conduct 

that was liable to cenfure, not to acknowledge 

her as a fuperior, before whom fhe was bound to 

plead her caufe. But Elizabeth put a very dif. 

ferent fenfe on Mary’s offer. She confidered 

herfelf as chofen to be judge in the controverfy 

between the Scottifh Queen and her fubjects, 

and began to act in that capacity. She pro- 

pofed to appoint commiffioners to hear the plead- 

ings of both parties, and wrote to the Regent of 

Scotland to impower proper perfons to appear 

before them in his name, and to produce what 

he could allege in vindication of his proceedings 

againft his fovereign. 
Mary had, hitherto, relied with unaccounta- 

»ble eredulity on Elizabeth’s profeflions of regard, 

- 41 Anderf, vol. iv. 10, 
and. 
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B O OK and expected that fo many kind {peeches would, : 
Vv. 

1568. 

July 13. 

THE HISTORY 

atlaft, be accompanied with fome fuitableaétions, 
But this propofal entirely undeceived her. ‘She 
plainly pereeived the artifice of Elizabeth’s con- 
duét, and faw what a diminution it would be to 

her own honour to appear on a level with her 
rebellious fubjects, and to ftand together with 
them at the bar of a fuperior and.a judge. _ She 
retracted the offer which fhe had made, and 

which had been perverted to a purpofe fo con- 
trary to her intention, She demanded, with 
more earneftnefs than ever, to be admitted. into 

Elizabeth’s prefence; and wrote to her in a {train 
very different ‘from what fhe had.formerly ufed, 
and which fully difcovers the grief and indigna. 
tion that preyed on her heart,‘ In my prefent 

* fituation,”’ {ays fhe, ‘ I neither will nor can 

s ready, of. my own accord, and out-ot friend- 
* fhip to you, to fatisfy your feruples, and to vin- 
* dicate my own conduct. . My fubjeéts are not 

my equals; ‘nor will L, by fubmitting my caufe 
* to a judicial trial, acknowledge them to be fo. 
** I fled into your arms, as into thofe of my near- 
* eft relation and moft perfeét. friend. I did 
‘you honour, as I imagined, in chufing you, 
“ preferably to any other Prince, to be the re- 

“« reply to the accufations of my fubje&s. Iam — 

« ftorer of an injured Queen. Was it ever known — 

*¢ that. Prince was blamed for hearing, in perfon, 
“< the complaints of thofe who appealed to hisjuf 
* tice, againft: the falfe accufations of their ene- _ 
«mies? You admitted into your prefence my, 
« baftard brother, who had been guilty of rebel- 

* lion; and you deny me that வட்‌ God for- 
I « bid.
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* bid that [fhouldbe the oceafion of bringmgany 8 a OK 
| « ftain upon your reputation! I expected that 

“* your manner of treating me would have added > 
¢ fuftre to it. Suffer me either to implore the ae 
«aid of other Princes, whofe delicacy on this 

-“ head will be lefs, and their refentment of my  * 
** wrongs greater; or let me receive from your 
“hands that afliftance which it becomes you, 
“more than any other Prince, to grant; and, 
“by that benefit, bind me to yourels in the 

_ * indiffoluble ties of gratitude*.’” 
‘Tuts letter fomewhat difeoncerted Elizabeth’s tone 20.. 

' plan, but did not divert her from the profecution jrecuios 
of it. She laid the matter before the privy coun- **"*>* 
cil, and it was there determined, notwithftand- 
ing the intreaties and remonftrances of the 
Scottifh Queen, to go on with the inquiry into. 
her econdué, and, until that were finifhed, it was 
agreed that Elizabeth could not, confiftently 
with her own honour, or with the fafety of her 
government, either give her the afliftance which 
fhe demanded, or permit her to retire out of the 
kingdom. Left fhe fhould have an opportunity 
of efcaping, while the refided fo near Scotland, it 

was thought advifable to remove her to fome 

place at a greater diftance from the borders’. 

Wuuur the Englith court was occupied in thefe Proceedings 

‘deliberations, the Regent did not negleét to im- sen ரம்‌ 

prove the victory at Tangtide: That event was spans ' 

of the utmoft importance to him. It not only : 

drove the Queen herfelf out of the kingdom, but 

left her adherents difperfed, and without a leader, 

® Anderf, vol. iv. part i. 94. 7 Id, Ibid, 102. : 
a
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BOOK athis mercy. He feemed refolved, at firft, to. 
Vv. 

5568, 

Mary car- 
ried to 
Bolton. 

proceed againft them with the utmoft rigour, ° 
Six perfons of fome diftinétion, who had been 

taken prifoners in the battle, were tried and con- 

demned to death, as rebels againft the King’s 

government. They were led to the place of 

execution, but, by the powerful interceffion of | 

Knox, they obtained a pardon. Hamilton of 

Bothwelhaugh was one of the number, who lived 

to give both the Regent and Knox reafon to 16 - 

pent of this commendable aét of lenit¥?. — 

‘Soon after, the Regent marched with an army, 

confifting of four thoufand horfe and one ப்பது 

fand foot, towards the weft borders. The nobles 

in this part of the kingdom were all the Queen’s 

adherents ; but, as they had not force fufficient 

to obftru@ his progrefs, he muft: either have 

obliged theth to fubmit to the King, or would 

ave laid wafte their lands with fire and fword. 

But Elizabeth, whofe intereft it was to keep 
Scotland in confufion, by preferving the balance 

between the two parties, and who was endea- 

youring to footh the Scottith Queen by gentle 

treatment, interpofed at her defire. After keep- 

ing the field two weeks, the Regent, in compli- 

ance to the Englifh ambaflador, difmiffed his 

forces; and an expedition, which might have! 

proved fatal to his opponents, ended with a ள்‌] 

aéts of feverity*. aa 

Tur refolution of the Englifh privy council, 

with regard to Mary’s perfon, was foon carried 

into execution; and, without regarding her re- 

2 €ald, vol. fi. 99. 8 Thid. 
mon-
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tion to her dignity a8a Queen; foothed, on one 
hand, by a promife more flattering than any ° 
which fhe had hitherto received from Elizabeth, 
and urged, on the other, by the feelings which 
were natural on being conduéted imto a more 
interior part of England, and kept there in more 
rigorous confinement, complied at length with 

ரா Elizabeth required, and promifed to fend 
commiffioners to the conferences appointed to 
be held at York®. பன்‌ 

In order to perfuade Elizabeth that fhe defired 
nothing fo much as to render the union between 
them as clofe as poflible, fhe thewed a difpofi- 
tion to relax fomewhat in one pomt; with re- 
gard to which, during all her paft and fubfe- 
quent misfortunes, fhe was uniformly inflex- 
ible. She exprefled a great veneration for the 
liturgy of the church of England; fhe was 
often prefent at religious worfhip, according 
to the rites of the reformed church; made 
choice of a Proteftant clergyman to be her 
chaplain; heard him preach againft the errors. 
of. popery with attention and feeming plea- 
furé ; and difcovered all the fymptoms of an ap- 
proaching conyerfion*. Such was Mary’s known 
and bigotted attachment to the popith religion, ' 
that it is impoflible to believe her fincere in this 
part of her conduét; nor can any thing mark” 
more ftrongly the wr ரகப்‌ of her condition, | 

~ © Anderf. iv. part i. p.11,12, Xe. 109, &c, Haynes, 468. 85. 
State Trials, Edit. Hargrave, i. go. ' 

4 Anderf, vol. iv. parti. 113. பப்லு, 509. Bee க | 
ம, 11௦,177, 

Sal
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sand the excefs of her fears, than’ that’ they 
betrayed her into diffimulation, in a matter con- 
cerning which her fentiments were, at all:other 
times, ferupuloufly delicate. 50091 37 

Ar this time the Regent called a parliament, 
in order to proceed to the forfeiture of thofe who 
refufed to acknowledge the King’s authority: 
The Queen’s adherents were alarmed, and Ar- 
gyll and Huntly, whom Mary had appointed her 
lieutenants, the ‘one in the fouth, and the other 

inthe north of Scotland, began to affemble forces 
to obftru& this meeting. Compaflion for the 
Queen, and envy at thofe who governed in the 
King’s name, had added fo much ftrength tothe 
party, that the Regent would have found it @fi- 

cult to withftand its efforts... But as Mary: had 
fubmitted her caufe to Elizabeth, fhe could not 

refufe,at her defire, tocommand her friendsto lay 

down their arms, and to wait patiently until 
matters were brought to a decifian in England. 
By procuring this ceffation of arms, Elizabeth af 

forded as feafonable relief to the Regent’s fac- 

tion, as fhe had formerly given to the Queen’s*. 

TurRegent, however, would not confent, even 

at Elizabeth’s requeft, to put off the meeting of 

parliament’. But we may afcribe to her influ- 

ence, as well as to the eloquence of Maitland, 

who laboured to prevent the one half of his 

countrymen from exterminating the other, any 

appearances of moderation which this Parliament 

difcovered in its proceedings. The moft violent 

© Anderf.vol.ivei25. . | f See Appendix; XXVIT- 

Sone ee _ ‘opponents 
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B00 K opponents of the King’s government were fors, 
Vv. 

1568. 

Elizabeth 
requires 
the Regent 
to defend his 
conduct. 

Both the 
Queen and 
he appoint 
commif= | 
fioners. 

Sept 18, 

feited; the reft were allowed {till to hope for 

favour®. . i 
No fooner did the Queen of Scots fubmit her 

caufe to her rival, than Elizabeth required the 

Regent to fend to York deputies properly in- 

ftruéted for vindicating his conduét, in prefence 

of her commiffioners. It was not without hefita. 

tion and anxiety that the- Regent confented to 

this meafure. His authority was already eftab. 

lifhed in Scotland, and confirmed by Parliament, 

To fuffer its validity now to be called in queftion, 

and fubjeéted to a foreign jurifdiction, was ex: 

tremely mortifying. To accufe his fovereign be-” 

fore ttrangers, the ancient enemies of the Scot. 

tifh name, was an odious tafk. To fail in this 

accufation was, dangerous; to fucceed in it was 

difgraceful. But the ftrength of the adverfe fac- 

tion daily increafed. He dreaded the interpofi- 
tion of the French King in its behalf. In his 

fituation, and in a matter which Elizabeth had 

fo much at heart, her commands were neither 

to be difputed nor ‘difobeyed”. i ae 

Tur neceflity of repairing in perfon to York 

added to the ignominy of the ftep which he was — 

obliged totake. All his affociates declined the 
office ; they were unwilling to expofe themfelves 

to the odium and danger with which it was ealy 
to forefee that'the difeharge of it would. be-at- 

tended, unlefs he himfelf confented to fhare thefe, 
in common with them. The Earl of Morton, 

F Buch.372. .  * Ibid. 372. See App..No. XXVIII. 

| Bothwell
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* Bothwell Bithop of Orkney, Pitcairn Commen- B00 K 
datorof Dunfermling, and Lord Lindfay, were 
joitied with him in commiffion. Macgill of Ran- 
keilor, and Balnaves of Hallhill, two eminent 
civilians, George Buchanan, Murray’s faithful 
adherent, 4 man whofe genius did honour'to the 
age, Maitland, and feveral others, were ap- 
pointed to attend them as affiftants. “Maitland 

275 

Ve 
Ss) 

1568. 

owed this diftinétion to the Regent’s fear, rather ° 
than to his affection. He had warmly remon- 
ftrated againft this meafure. He wifhed his couns 
try to continue in friendfhip with England, but 
not to become dependent on that nation. He 
was defirous of re-eftablifhing the Queen in fome 
degree of power, not inconfiftent with that which 
the King poffeffed ; and the Regent could not, 
with fafety, leave behind him a man, whofe views - 
were fo contrary to his own, and who, by his fix 
erior abilities, had acquired an influence in the 

nation, equal to that which others derived from 
the antiquity and power of their families‘. 
Mary impowered Lefly Bifhop of Rofs, Lord 

Livingfton, Lord Boyd, Lord Herries, Gavin 

Hamilton Commendator of Kilwinning, Sir John 
Gordon of Lochinvar, and Sir James Cockburn 
of Stirling, to appear in her name‘. 
E.izaBeTu nominated Thomas Howard Duke 

of Norfolk, Thomas Radcliff Earl of- Suffex, 
and Sir Ralph Sadler, her commiflioners to hear 
both parties, 

i Buch. 371- Anderf. vol.iv.35. Melv. 186; 188. 
>» * Anderf. vol. iv. 33. 
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Tur fourth of Oétober was the day fixed for” 
opening the conference. The great abilities of 
the deputies on both fides, the dignity of ‘the 
judges before whom they were to appear, the 
high rank of the perfons whofe caufe was to be 
heard, and the importance of the points in dif 

pute, rendered the whole tranfaétion no lefs il- 

luftrious ‘than it was fingular. The fituation in 

which Elizabeth appeared on this occafion, 

{trikes us with an air of magnificence. Her rival, 

an independent Queen, and the heir of an an- 

cient race of monarchs, was a prifoner‘in her 

hands, and appeared, by her ambafladors, before 
her tribunal. The Regent of Scotland, who re- 
prefented the majefty, and poffeffed the autho- 
rity of a King, ftodd in perfon at her bar. And 
the fate of a kingdom, whofe power her ancef- 
tors had often dreaded, but could never fubdue, 

was now at her difpofal. 
Tus views, however, with which the feveral 

parties confented to this conference, and the 
iflue to which they expeéted to bring it, were 
extremely different. 

Mary’s chief objeét was the recovering of her 
’ former authority. This induced her to confent 
to a meafure againft which fhe had long ftrug- 
gled. Elizabeth’s promifes gave her ground for 
entertaining hopes of being reftored to her king- 
dom; in order to which fhe would have wil- 
lingly made many conceflions to .the King’s 
party ; and the influence, of the Englifh Queen, 
as well-as her own impatience under her prefent, 

fituation,
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» fituation, might have led her to many more’, 8OOK 
‘The Regent aimed at nothing but fecuring Eli- 
zabeth’s protection to his party, and feems not to 
have had the moft diftant thoughts of coming to 
any compofition with Mary. Elizabeth’s views 
were more various, and her fchemes more intri- 

ey 
1568. 

cate. She feemed to be full of concern for Maz. 
ry’s honour, and folicitous that fhe thould wipe 
off the afperfions which blemifhed her character. 
‘This the pretended to be the intention of the 
conference; amufing Mary, and eluding the fo. 
licitations of the French and Spanifh ambaffadors 
in her behalf, by repeated promifes of affifting 
her, as foon as fhe could venture to do fo, with- 
out bringing difgrace upon herfelf. But winder . 
this veil of friendfhip and generofity, Elizabeth 
concealed fentiments of a different nature. She ~~ 
expected that the Regent would accufe Mary of 
being acceffary to the murder of her hufband. 
She encouraged him, as far as,decency would 

permit, to take this defperate ftep™. And as 

this aceufation might terminate in two different 
ways, fhe had concerted meafures for her future 

conduct fuitable to each of thefe.. If the charge 
againft Mary fhould appear to be well-founded, 
the refolved to pronounce her unworthy of wear- 
ing a crown, and to declare that fhe would never 

burden her own confcience with the guilt of an 
aétion fo deteftable as the reftoring her to her 

kingdom*. If it fhould happen, that what her 

1! Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 33. Good. vol. ii. 337, 
m Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 11. 45. - Haynes, 487. 
& Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 11. 
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accufers alleged did not amount to a proof of, 
guilt, but only of mal-adminiftration, fhe deter. 

mined to fet on foot a treaty for reftoring her, 
but on fich conditions as would render her 
hereafter dependent, not only upon England, but, 
upon her own fubjeéts°.. As every eee in the 
progrefs of the conference, as well as the final 
refult of it, was in Elizabeth’s own power, fhe 
would ftill be at liberty to chufe which of thefe 

courfes fhe fhould hold; or if there appeared ta 
be any danger or inconveniency in purfuing 
either of them, fhe might protract the whole 
caufe by endlefs delays, and involve it in inex- 
tricable perplexity. 

Tur conference, however, was opened with 

much folemnity. But the very firft ftep difco. 
vered it to be Elizabeth’s intention to inflame, 
rather than to extinguifh, the diffenfions and 
animofities among the Scots. No endeavours 
were ufed to reconcile the contending parties, or 
to mollify the fiercenefs of their hatred, by bring- 
ing the Queen to offer pardon for what was paft, 
or her fubjeéts to promife more dutiful obedience 
for the future, On the contrary, Mary’s com- 

miffioners were permitted to prefer a complaint 
againft the Regent and his party, containing an 
enumeration of their treafonable aétions, of their 
feizing her perfon by force of arms, committing 
her to prifon, compelling her to refign the crown, 
and making ufe of her fon’s name to colour their 
ufurpation of the whole royal authority; and ofall. 

® Anderf. yol. iv. parti. 16, 
thefe 

6
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-thefe enormities they required fuch fpeedy and 
effeétual redrefs, as the injuries of one Queen 
demanded from the juftice of another’. 

Ir was then expected that the Regent would 
have difclofed all the cireumftances of that un- 
natural crime to which he pretended the Queen 
had been acceffary, and would’ have produced 
evidence in fupport of his charge. But, far from 
accufing Mary, the Regent did not even anfwer 
the complaints brought againft himfelf. He dif 
covered a reluétance at undertaking that office, - 
and ftarted many doubts and feruples, with re- 
gard to which he demanded to be refolved by 
Elizabeth herfelf*. His referve and hefitation 
were no lefs furprifing to the greater part of the 

279 
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Englifh commiffioners than to his own affociates. - 
They knew that he could not vindicate his own 
eonduét without charging the murder upon the 
Queen, and he had not hitherto fhewn any ex- 

traordinary delicacy on that head» An intrigue, 
however, had been fecretly carried on, fince his 

arrival at York, which explains this myftery. 
Tue Duke of Norfolk was, at that time, the 

moft powerful and moft popular man in England. 
His wife was lately dead ; and he began already 

to form a projeét, which he afterwards more 

Intrigues of 
Norfolk 
with the 
Regent, 

openly avowed, of mounting the throne of Scot- 
land, by a marriage with the Queen of Scots. 

He faw the infamy which would be the confe. _ 

quence of a public accufation againft Mary, and 

how prejudicial it might be to her pretenfions to - 

P Anderf. vol. iv. part il. 52. 4 Haynes, 478; 
T 4 a the
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this cruel mortification,-he applied to Maitland, 
and expreffed his aftonifhment at feeing a man. 
of fo. much reputation for wifdom, concurring 
with the Regent in a meafure fo difhonourable 

to themfelvyes, to. their Queen; and to. their 

country; fubmitting the public. tranfaétions of 
the nation to the judgment. of foreigners; ‘and — 
publifhing the ignominy and expofing the faults _ 
of their fovereign, which they were bound, in 

good policy, as well as in duty, to conceal and 
“to. cover. It was eafy, for Maitland, whofe fenti- 

ments were the fame with the Duke’s, to vindi-. 

eate his own conduét.. He affured him that he 

had employed all his credit to diffuade his coun. 
. trymen from this meafure ; and would {till con- 

tribute, to the utmoft of his power, to divert 

them from it; . This encouraged Norfolk to coms 
municate the matter to the Regent. He repeat- 

ed and,,enforced, the fame arguments which he 
- had ufed with Maitland... He warned him of the 

danger to which he muft expofe himfelf by fuch 
a violent action as the public accufation of this 
fovereign.. Mary would never forgive a man; 
who had endeavoured to fix fuch a brand: of im: 
famy on ,her charaéter., If fhe ever recovered 
any degree of power, his deftruétion would be 
inevitable, and he would juftly merit it at\her 
hands. . Nor would Elizabeth fereen. him. from 
this, by a public approbation of his condué, 
For, whatever evidence of Mary’s guilt he might 
produce, fhe was refolved to give no definitive 
fentence in the caufe.. Let him only demand 

that
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» that the matter fhould be brought toa decifion 
immediately after hearing the proof, and he 
would be fully convinced how falfe and infidious 
her intentions were, and, by confequence, how- 
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improper it would be for him to appear as the * 
accufer of his own fovereign’. The candour 
which Norfolk feemed to difcover in thefe re- ர 
monftrances, as well as the truth which they con- 
tained, made a deep impreffion on the Regent. 
He daily received. the ftrongeft affurances of 
Mary’s willingnefs to be reconciled to him, if he 
abftained from accufing her of {uch an odious 
crime, together with the denunciations of her ir- 
reconcileable hatred, if he aéted a contrary part’. 
All thefe confiderations concurred in determin- 
ing him to alter his purpofe, and to make trial of 
the expedient which the Duke had fuggefted. 

He demanded, therefore, to be informed, be- 
fore he proceeded farther, whether the Englith 
commiffioners were empoweredsto declare the 
Queen guilty, by a judicial aét; whether they 
would promife to pafs fentence, without delay ; 
whether the Queen fhould be kept under fiich 
reftrait, as to prevent her from difturbing the 
government now eftablifhed in Scotland; and 

whether Elizabeth, if fhe approved of the pro- 
ceedings of the King’s party, would engage to 

“ protect it for the future’? The paper containing 
thefe demands was figned by himfelf alone, with- 

¥ Melv. 187. Haynes, 573. : 
* Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 77. Good. vol. ii. 157. See 

Append. No, XXIX. 
> + Anderf. vol. iv. part ii. 55. State Trials, i. 91, &e. 
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BOOK out communicating it to any of his attendants, - 
Vv. except Maitland and Melvil". But, left fo many — 

3568. precautions fhould excite any fufpicion of their 

_ proceedings, from fome confcioufnefs of defed 

in the evidence which he had to produce againft 

his fovereign, Murray empowered Lethington, 

Macgill, and Buchanan, to wait upon the Duke 

of Norfolk, the Earl of Suffex, and Sir Ralph 

Sadler, and to lay before them, not in their pub- 

lic chara&ters as commiffioners, but as private , 

perfons, Mary’s letters to Bothwell, her fonnets, - 

and all the other papers upon which was founded 

the charge of her being acceffary to the murder 

of the King, and to declare that this confidential 

communication was made ‘to them, with a view 

to learn whether the Queen of England would 

confider this evidence as fufficient to eftablith 

the truth of the accufation.. Nothing could be 

more’ natural than the Regent’s folicitude, to 

know on what footing he ‘ftood. ‘To have ven- 

tured ona ftep fo uncommon and dangerous, as 

the accufing his fovereign, without previoufly 

afcertaining that he might take it with fafety, 

would have been unpardonable imprudence. 

But Elizabeth, who did not expeét that he would 

have moved any fuch difficulty, had not em- 

powered her commiflioners to give him that fatif- 

fa&tion which he demanded. It became necef- 

- fary to tranfmit the articles to herfelf, and by the 

light in which Norfolk placed them, it is eafy to 

fee that he wifhed that they fhould make no 

} Anderf, vol, iv. part ii, 56. Melv. 190. 

rs flight
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flight impreffion on Elizabeth and her minifters. BOQK 
« Think not the Scots,” faid he, “ over-ferupu- ¥ 

lous or precife. Let us view their condué& as ~ 1568, 
_ we would wifh our own to be viewed in a like 

‘ fituation. The game they play is deep; their 
‘ eftates, their lives, their honour, are at ftake. 
«It is now in their own power to be reconciled 
« to their Queen, or to offend her irreceverably; 
** and, in a matter of fo much importance, the 

 utmoft degree of caution is not exceffive*.”? 
Wnuite the Englith commiffioners waited for 

fuller inftruétions with regard to the Regent’s 
demands, he gave in an an{wwer to the complaint 
which had been offered in the name of the Scot- 
tifh Queen. , It.was expreffed in terms perfectly 
conformable to the fyftem which-he had.at that 
time adopted. It contained. no infinuation of 
the Queen’s, being acceflary to. the murder of 
her hufband ;, the bitternels of ftyle peculiar to 
the age was confiderably abated; and though he 
pleaded, that the infamy of the marriage with 
Bothwell made it neceflary to take arms in order 
to diffolve it; though Mary’s attachment toa 
man. fo odious juftified the keeping her for fome 
time under reftraint ; yet nothing more was faid 
on thefe fubjects. than was. barely requifite in his 
own defence. . The Queen’s, commiffioners did 
not fail. to reply’. But, while the. article with oacbser x», 
refpeéct tothe murder,remained untouched, thefe 
were only {kirmifhes at-a diftance, of no con- 
fequence towards ending the conteft, and were 

சூ
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BO OK little regarded by Elizabeth, or her commit, 
Vv. 

1368. 
The con- 
ference re- 
moved to 

Weftmin- 
fter. 

fioners. — . 

Tue conference had, hitherto, been condué. 

ed in a manner which difappointed Elizabeth's 

views, and produced none of thofe difcoveries 

which ‘fhe had expeéted, The diftance between 
York and London, and the neceflity of confult- 

ing her ‘upon every difficulty which occurred, 

confumed much time.  Norfolk’s negociation 

with the Scottith Regent, however fecretly car- 

ried on, was not, in all probability, unknown to 

a Princefs fo remarkable for her fagacity in pene- 

trating the defigns of her enemies, and feeing 

through their deepeft fchemes*. Inftead, there- 

fore, of returning any anfwer to the Regent's 

demands, fhe refolved to remove the conference 

to Weftminfter, and to appoint new commit 

fioners, in whom fhe could more abfolutely con- 

fide. Both the Queen of Scots and the Regent 

‘were brought; without difficulty, to approve of 
this refolution*. டுத்‌ 

We often find Mary boafting of the fuperiority 
in argument obtained by her commiffioners 
during the conference at York, and how, by the 
ftrength of their reafons, they confounded her 

adverfaries, and filenced all their cavils®. The 

difpute ftood, at that time, on a footing which 

rendered her victory not only apparent, but eafy. 

Her participation of the guilt of the King’s mur 

der was the circumftance upon which her fubjetts 

2 Good. vol. ii. 160. Anderf. vol. iii. 24. 

* Haynes, 484. Anderf. vol. iv. 94. 

» Good. vol. i. 186. 284. 350. 
€ 

mutt |  
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-muft have refted, as a juftification of their vio: 3 00 K- 
lent proceedings againft her; and, while they % 
induftrioufly avoided mentioning that, her caufe. ஒட 
gained as muchas that of her adverfaries loft by 
fuppreffing this capital argument. 
-Exizanern refolved that Mary fhould not en- 

joy the fame advantage in the conference to be 
held at Weftminfter.. She deliberated-with the 
utmoft anxiety, how the might overcome’ the 
Regent’s {eruples, and perfuade him to accufe 
the Queen, She confidered of the:moft proper 
method for bringing Mary’s commiftioners to ; 
an{wer fuch an accufation; and as the forefaw 
that the promifes with which it was neceflary to 
allure the Regent, and which it wasimpofiible to 
conceal from the Scottifh Queen, would natu- 
rally exafperate her toa great degree, the deter- 
mined'to guard her more narrowly than ever ; 
and, though Lord Serope had given her no reafon 
to diftruft his vigilance or fidelity, yet, becaufe 
he was the Duke of Norfolk’s brother-in-law, the 
thought it proper to remove the Queen as foon 
as poflible to Tuthbury in Staffordfhire, and) 
commit her to the keeping of the Earl of Shrewf- 
bury, to whom that caftle belonged *. : 
Mary began to fufpeét the defign of this fe- May's tu. 

cond conference; and, notwithflanding the fa- Elisaheth’s 
tisfaction fhe expreffed at feeing her canfe taken 08% 21. 
more immediately under the Queen’s own eye’, 
fhe framed her inftruétions to her commiffioners 
in fuch a manner, as to avoid being brought 

க © Haynes, 487., 4 Anderf, vol. iv. part ii. 95. 
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Nov. 22. 
Claims a 
perfonal au- 
dience of 
Elizabeth, 

of her fubjeéts, if they fhould bg fo defperate as 
to exhibit one againft her*. ‘Thefe fufpicions 
were foon confirmed by a circumftance ex. 
tremely mortifying. The Regent having arrived 
at London, in order to be prefent at the confers 
ence, wasimmediately admitted into Elizabeth’s 
prefence; and received by her, not only with re. | 
{peét, but with affetion. This Mary juftly con. 
fidered as an open declaration of that Queen’s 
partiality towards her adverfaries. In the firft 
emotions of her refentment, the wrote to her 
commiffioners, and commanded them to com. 
plain, in the prefence of the Englifh nobles, and 
before the ambafladors of foreign Princes, of the 
ufage fhe had hitherto met with, and the addi. 
tional injuries which fhe had reafon toapprehend. 
Herrebellious fubjeéts were allowed accefs to the 
Queen, fhe was excluded from her prefence; they » 
enjoyed full liberty, fhe’ languifhed under a long 
imprifonment; they were encouraged to accufe 
her, in defending herfelf fhe laboured under 
every difadvantage. For thefe reafons fhe once 
more renewed her demand, of being admitted 
into the Queen’s prefence ; and if that were de- 
nied, fhe inftruéted them to declare, that the 
recalled the confent which fhe had given to the 
conference: at Weftminfter, and protefted, that 
whatever was done there, fhould be held to be 
null and invalid‘, ' 

‘Tuts, perhaps was the moft prudent refolution 
Mary could have taken. The pretences on which 

© Good. vol. ii. 349. f Ibid. vol. ii. 184. 

4 fhe  
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fhe declined the conference were plaufible, and 8 0.0 K 
the juncture for offering them well chofen. But % 
either the Queen’s letter did not reach her com-. 156% 
miflioners in due time, or they fuffered them- 
felves to be deceived by Elizabeth’s profeflions 
of regard for their, miftrefs, and confented, to 
the opening of the conference*. 

‘To the commiffioners who had appeared in her Nov. 25. 
name at York, Elizabeth now added Sir Nicho. 
las Bacon, keeper of the great feal, the Earls of 
Arundel and Leicefter, Lord Clinton, and Sir 

William Cecil’. The difficulties which obftructed 
the proceedings at York were quickly removed. 
A fatisfying anfwer was given to the Regent’s 
demands; nor was he fo much difpofed to hefi- 

tate, and raife objections, as formerly. His ne- 

gociation with Norfolk had been difcovered. to 

Morton by fome of Mary’s attendants;'and he 

had communicated it to Cecil'. His perfonal 

fafety, as well as the continuance,of his power, 

depended on Elizabeth. By favouring Mary, the 

might at any time ruin him, and by a queftion 

which fhe artfully ftarted, concerning the perfon 

who had a right, by the law of Scotland, to 

govern the kingdom during a minority, fhe let 

him fee, that even without reftoring the Queen, 
it was an eafy matter for her to deprive him of 

the fupreme direétion of affairs*. Thefe confi- 

derations, which were powerfully feconded: by 

moft of his-attendants, at length determined the 

8 Anderf, vol. iii. 25. » Jd, vol. iv. partii..gg- 
iMelvstgi. _. .) ,.* Haynes, தக ic 
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' BO OK Regent to produce his accufation againft the 
Vv. _ Queen. ri) 

1568. He endeavoured to leffen the obloquy. with 
ae which he was fenfible this aétion would be ate 
eercr tended, by protefting that it was with the utmoft 
fary to her reluétance he undertook this difagreeable tatk, 
murder, that his party had long fuffered their conduét to 

be mifconftrued, and had borne the, worft impu- 
tations in filence, rather than expofe the crimes 
of their fovereign to the eyes of ftrangers ; but 
that now the infolence and importunity of the 
adverfe faction forced them to publith, what they 
had hitherto, though with lofs'to themfelves, en- 

deavoured to conceal'. » Thefe pretexts are de- 
cent ; and the confiderations which he mentions 

had, during fome time, areal influence upon the 
conduét of the party 5 but, fince the meeting of 
parliament held in December, they had difco- 

vered fo little delicacy and referve with refpeét 
to the Queen?s aétions, as renders it impoflible 
to give credit to thofe ftudied profeffions._ The 
Regent and his affociates were drawn, it is plain, 
partly by the neceflity of their affairs, and partly 
by Elizabeth’s artifices, into a fituation where 
no liberty of choice was left to them ; and they 

were obliged either to acknowledge themfelvas 
to be guilty of rebellion, or to charge Mary 
with having been acceflary to the commiffion of 
murder. 

Tue accufation itfelf was ற in tee 
ftrongeft terms. Mary was charged, not only 

1 Anderf, vol. iv. part ii. ரர, weer 
with
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with having confented to the murder, but with B 0 0.K 
being acceflary to the contrivance and execution V- 
of it. Bothwell, it was pretended, had been 1568, 
{ereened from the purfuits of juftice by her fan 
vour; and fhe had formed defigns no lefs dan- 

' gerous to the life of the young Prince, than fub- 
verfive of the liberties and conftitution of the 
kingdom. If any of thefe crimes thould be 
denied, an offer was made to produce the moft 
ample and undoubted evidence in confirmation 
of the charge”. 

At the next meeting of the commiflioners, — yoy, ag. 
the Earl of Lennox appeared before them; and 
after. bewailing the tragical and unnatural mur- 
der of his fon, he implored Elizabeth’s juftice 
againft the Queen of Scots, whom he accufed, 
upon oath, of being the author of that crime, 
and produced papers, which, as he pretended, 
would make good what he alleged. The en- 
trance of a new actor on the ftage fo oppor- 
tunely, and'at a juncture fo critical, can fearce 
be imputed to chance. This contrivance was 
manifeftly Elizabeth’s, in order to increafe by 
this additional accufation, the infamy of the | 

Scottifh Queen ”. a 

Mary’s commiflioners expreffed the utmoft Her com 
miffioners 

furprife and indignation at the Regent’s pre- refute to 
fumption in loading the Queen with calumnies, eee தி 
which, as: they affirmed, fhe had fo little me- 
rited. But, inftead of attempting to vindicate 
her honour, by a reply tc the charge, they had 
recoyrfe to an article in their inftruétions, which 

™ Anderf. vol, iv. patt tie 119. 9 Td. ibid. 122. 
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BOO X they had formerly negleéted to mention in its, 

3568. 

proper place. They demanded an audience of 
Elizabeth ; and having renewed their miftrefs’s 
requeft of a perfonal interview, they protefted, 
if that were denied her, againft all the future 
proceedings, of the commiffioners®. A protefta- 
tion of this nature, offered juft at the critical 
time when fuch a bold accufation had been pre- 

ferred againft Mary, and when the proofs in | 
fixpport of it were ready to be examined, gave 
reafon to fufpect that fhe dreaded the event of 
that examination. This fufpicion received the 
ftrongeft confirmation from another circum. 
ftance; Rofs and Herries, before they were 
introduced to Elizabeth, in order to make this 

proteftation, privately acquainted Leicefter and 
Cecil, that as their miftrefs had, from the begin- 

ning, difcovered an inclination towards bringing 
the differences between herfelf and her fubjeéts 
to an amicable accommodation, fo fhe was ftill 
defirous, notwithftanding the Regent’s audacious 
accufation, that they fhould be terminated i in | 
that manner”, 

Sucn moderation feems hardly to be com- 
patible with the ftrong refentment which ca- 
lumniated innocence naturally feels; or with 
that eagernef’ to vindicate itfelf which it always 
difcovers. In Mary’s fituation, an offer fo ill 
timed muft be confidered as a confeflion of the 
weaknefs of her caufe. The known character 
af her commiflioners exempts them from the im- 

© Anderfon, yol. iv, part it. 133: 158, &cs oF த்‌ 
®Thid. iv. 134. Cabbala, rg7- ்‌ 
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putation of folly, or the fufpicion of treachery. BO OK 
Some feeret conviétion, that the conduétof their 
miftrefs could not bear fo {tri& a ferutiny as muft 
be made into it, if they fhould reply to the ac- 
cufation preferred by Murray againit her, feems . 
to be the moft probable motive of this impru. 
dent propofal, by which they endeavoured to 
avoid it. i 5 

ர. 

1568, 

Ir appeared in this light to Elizabeth, and Decems, 4. 
afforded her a pretence for rejeéting it. She 
reprefented to Mary’s commiffioners, that in the 
prefent juncture, nothing could be fo difhonour- 
able to their miftrefs as an accommodation; and 
that the matter would feem to be huddled up 
in this manner, merely to fupprefs difcoveries, 
and to hide her fhame ; nor was it poffible that 
Mary could be admitted, with any decency, into 
her prefence, while fhe lay under the infamy of 
fuch a public accufation. i 

Upon this repulfe Mary’s commiffioners with- 
drew ; and.as they had declined anfwering, there ' 
feemed now to be no further reafon for the Re- 
gent’s producing the proofs in fupport of his 
charge. But without getting thefe into her 
hands, Elizabeth’s fchemes were incomplete ; 
and her artifice for this purpofe was as mean, 
but as fuccefsful, as any fhe had hitherto em- 
ployed, She commanded her commiffioners to — 
teftify her indignation and difpleafure at the 
Regent’s prefumption in forgetting fo far the 

duty of a fubjeét, as to accufe his. fovereign of 
fuch atrocious crimes. He, in order to regain 

the good opinion'of fuch a powerful proteétrefs, 
Behe offered 

a
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offered to fhew that his accufations were not 

malicious nor ill grounded. Then were pro- 

duced and fubmitted to the infpeétion of the 

Englifh commiflioners, the aéts of the Scottith 

parliyment in confirmation of the Regent’s au, 

thority, and of the Queen’s refignation ; the - 

cénfeflions of the perfons executed. for the } 

King’s murder; and the fatal caiket which con- 

tained the letters, fonnets, and contraéts, that 

have been fo often mentioned. ’ 

As foon as Elizabeth got thefe into her poflef- 

fion, the laid them before her privy council, to 

which fhe joined on this occafion feveral noble- 

men of the greateft eminence in her kingdoms 

in order that they might have an opportunity of 

confidering the mode in which an enquiry of 

fich public importance had been hitherto con} 

duéted, as well as the amount of the evidence 

now brought againft a perfon who claimed a pre- 

ferable right of fucceffion to the Englith crow1 

In this refpeétable affembly all the proceedings 

in the conferences at York and Weftminfter were 

reviewed, and the evidence produced by the Re- 

gent of Scotland againft his fovereign was ex- 

amined with attention. In particular, the letters 

and other papers faid to be written by the Queen 

of Scots, were carefully compared “ for the man- 

«ner of writing and orthography,’’ with a va- 

riety of letters which Elizabeth had received at 

different times from the Scottifh Queen; and 

as the refult of a moft accurate collation, the 

members of the privy council, and noblemen 

conjoined with them, declared that no difference 

between  
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‘between thefe could be difcovered’. Eliza. BOOK 

beth having eftablifhed a faé fo unfavourable to 
oh 3 es 

her rival, began to lay afide the expreffions of 1568. 
friendfhip and refpeé which fhe had hitherto 
wfed in all her letters to the Scottifh Queen. 
She now wrote to her in fuch terms, as if the 

' prefumptions of her guilt had amounted alméft 
to certainty ; fhe blamed her for refufing to vin-* 
dicate herfelf from an accufation which could 
not be left unanfwered, without a manifeft in- | 
jury to her character; and plainly intimated, 
that unlefs that were done, no change would be 
~made in her prefent fituation'. She hoped that 
fuch a difcovery of her fentiments would inti- 
midate Mary, who was hardly recovered from 
the fhock of the Regent’s attack on her repu- 
ation, and force her to confirm her refignation 

of the crown, to ratify Murray’s authority as 

Regent, and to confent that both herfelf and 

her fon fhould refide in England, under Eng- 

lifh proteétion. This fcheme Tlizabeth had 

much at heart; fhe propofed it both to Mary 

and to her commiflioners, and. negleéted no ar- 

gument, nor artifice, that could poffibly recom- 

mend it. Mary faw how fatal this would prove 

to her reputation, to her pretenfions, and even 

to her perfonal fafety. She rejected it without 

hefitation. < Death,” faid the, «is lefs dread- 
« fal than fuch an ignominious ftep. Rather 

“than ‘give away, with my own hands, the 

* crown which defcended to me from my ancel- 

* g Anderfon, vol. iv. part ii. 170, &c. 
* Anderf. vol. iv. partii. 179, 183- Good. vol. ii. 260. 
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BOOK « tors, I will part with life ; but the laft words I- 
NP ee utter, thall be thofe of a இழத்ணு of Scotland‘.” 

568. Ar the fame time fhe feems to have been fen. 

fible how open her reputation lay to cenfure, 
while fhe fuffered fuch a public accufation to 
remain unan{wered; and though the conference 
was now diffolyed, the empowered her commif- 
fieners to prefent a reply to the allegations of 
her enemies, in which fhe denied in the ftrongeft 

Decem. 24 terms, the crimes imputed to her; and recri- 
minated upon the Regent and his party, by ac- 
cufing them of-having devifed and executed the 
murder of the King‘. The Regent and his af- 

’  fociates afferted their innocence with great 
warmth, Mary continued to infift on a perfonal 
interview, 2@ condition which fhe. knew would 

never be granted". Elizabeth urged her to vin- 
dicate her own honour. But it is evident from 
the delays, the evafions, and fubterfuges, to 
which both Queens had recourfe by turns, that 

- Mary avoided, and Elizabeth did not defire to 
make any further progrefs in the inquiry. 

1569. ‘Tur Regent was now impatient to return ito 
Ditnies ocotland, where his adverfaries were endeavout- 

the Regent ing in his abfence, to raife fome commotions. 
witheut ei= ©? 2 

ther ap- Before he fet out, he was called into the privy 
roving or ஸர « ன்‌ * ES 

பண்ட council, to receive a final declaration of Eliza- 
ee beth’s fentiments. Cecil acquainted him, in her 

name, that, on one hand, nothing had. been 
objected to his conduét, which fhe could reckon. 
detrimental to his honour, or inconfiftent with- 

* Haynes, 497. SeeApp. Ne. XXX. Good. vol.ti. 274. got. 

₹ Good. it. 285. 4 Ibid. 283. Cabbala, 157- 
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*>his duty; nor had he on the other hand, pro- BOOK 

duced any thing againft his fovereign, on which 
fhe*could found an unfavourable opinion of her 
aétions; and, for this reafon, fhe refolved to 
leave all the affairs of Scotland precifely in the 
fame fituation in which fhe had found them at 
the beginning of the conference. The Queen’s 
commiflioners were difmiffed much in. the fame 
manner™. 

Arter the attention of both nations had been 
fixed fo earneftly on this conference upwards of 
four months, fuch a conclufion of the whole ap- 
pears at firft fight, trifling and ridiculous. No- 
thing, however, could be more favourable. to 

Elizabeth’s future fchemes. | Notwithftanding 
her feeming impartiality, fhe had no thoughts of 

continuing neuter; nor ‘was fhe at any lofs on 

whom to beftow her proteétion. Before the 

Regent left London, the fupplied him with a 

confiderable fum of money, ahd engaged to 

fupport the King’s authority to the utmoft of 

Ne 

1569. 

but fecretiy 
fupports his 
party. ்‌ 

her power’. Mary, by her own conduét, for- * 

tified this refolution.. Enraged at the repeated 

inftances of Elizabeth’s artifice and deceit, which 

fhe had difcovered during the progrefs of the 

conference, and defpairing of ever obtaining . 

any fuccour from her, fhe endeavoured to roufe. 

her own adherents in Scotland to arms, by im- 

puting fuch defigns to Elizabeth and Murray, 

as could not fail to infpire every Scotchman ~ 

_ with indignation. Murray, the pretended, had ' 

» agreed to’ convey the Prince her fon into Eng- 

= Good. ii. 315. 333: ¥ Ibid, 313. Carte; iii. 478. 

. கறல land ; 
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Efforts of 
Mary's ad- 
herents 
againit him, 

greateft ftrength in the kingdom; and to. ac- 
knowledge the dependence of the Scottith upon 
the Englifh nation. In return for this, Murray 

was to be declared the lawful heir of the crown 
of Scotland; and, at the fame time, the queftion 

with regard to the Englith fucceffion was to be 

decided in favour of the Earl of Hartford, who 

had promifed to marry one of Cecil’s daughters. 
An account of thefe wild and chimerical projects 
was {pread induftrioufly among the Scots. Eli- 
zabeth, perceiving it was calculated of purpofe 
to bring her government into difreputation, Ja- 
boured. to deftroy its effects, by a counter-pro- 
clamation, and became more difgufted than ever 

with the Scottifh Queen’. ii 

Tus Regent, on his return, found the kingdom 
in the utmoft tranquillity. But the rage of the 
Queen’s adherents, which had been fufpended 
in expectation that the conference in England 
would terminate to her advantage, was now ready, 
to break out with all the violence of civil war. 
They were encouraged too by the appearance 
of a leader, whofe high quality and pretenfions 
entitled him to great authority in the nation, 
This was the Duke of Chatelherault, who had 

refided for fome years.in France, and was now. 
fent over by that court with a {mall fupply of 
money, in hopes that the prefence of the firft 
nobleman in the kingdom would ftrengthen the / 
Queen’s party. Elizabeth had detained him in 
England for fome months, under various pre- : 

% Haynes; 500. 503. See Append. No. XXXI. . 
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tences, but was obliged at laft to fuffer him to po oK 
proceed on his journey. Before his departure, V- 
Mary invefted him with the high dignity of her 1569, 

Lieutenant-general in: Scotland, together with Heb 25. 
the fantaftic title of her adopted father. 

‘Tue Regent did not give him time to form his His vigor- 
party into any regular body. He affembled an reas Bee 
army with his ufual expedition, and marched to '"™ 
Glafgow. The followers of Argyll and Huntly, 

who compofed the chief part of the Queen’s fac- 
tion, being feated in corners of the kingdom very 
diftant from each other, and many of the Duke’s 
dependants having been killed or taken in the 
battle of Langfide, the fpirit and ftrength of his 

_ adherents were totally broken, and an accom- 
modation with the Regent was the only thing 

_which could prevent the ruin of his eftate and 
vaflals. | This was effected without difficulty, 
and on no unreafonable terms. ‘The Duke pro- 
mifed to acknowledge the authorfty both of the 

King and of the Regent; and to claim no jurif- 

di&tion in’ confequence of the commiflion which 

he had received from the Queen. The Regent 

bound himfelf to repeal the aét which had paffed 

for attainting feveral of the Queen’s adherents ; 

to,reftore all who would fubmit to the King’s 

government to the poffeffion of their eftates and 

honours ; and to hold a convention, wherein all 

the differences between the two parties fhould. 

be fettled by mutual confent. The Duke gave 

hoftages for his faithful performance of the 

treaty; and, in token of their fincerity, he and 

Lord Herries accompanied the Regent to Stir. 
ப ling,
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B oe OX ling, and vifited the young King. The Regent: 
, fet at liberty the prifoners taken at Langfide?, 

Areyty and Huntly refufed to be included in 

this treaty. A fecret negociation was carrying 
on in England in favour of the captive Queen, 
with fo much fuccefs, that her affairs began to 
wear a better afpeét, and her return into her 
own kingdom feemed to be an event not very 
diftant. ‘The French King had lately obtained 
fuch advantages over the Hugonots, that the 
extinGtion of that party appeared to be inevit- 
able, and France, by recovering domettic tran: § 
quillity, would be no longer prevented from 
proteéting her friends in Britain. Thefe cir. 
cumftances not only influenced Argyll and 
Huntly, but made fo deep an impreflion on the 
Duke, ‘that he appeared to be wavering and/ 

irrefolute, and plainly difcovered that he withed) 
to evade the accomplifhment of the treaty. The 
Regent faw the danger of allowing the Duke to 
fhake himfelf loofe, in this manner, from his, 

engagements ; and inftantly formed a refolution — 
equally bold and politic. He commanded his 
guards to feize Chatelherault in his own houfe — 
in Edinburgh, whither he had come in order to 
attend the convention agreed upon; and, te- 
gardlefs either of his dignity as the firft noble- 
man in the kingdom and next heir to the crown, 
or of the promifes of perfonal fecurity, on which 
he had relied, committed him’ and Lord Her-’ 

ries prifoners to the caftle of Edinburgh’. A 

2 Cabbala, 161. Crawf. Mem. 106. © =P Id. 41 1. 
Mely. 202. 
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» blow fo fatal and unexpeéted difpirited the party. 
Argyll fubmitted to the King’s government, 
and made his peace with the Regent on very 
eafy terms ; and Huntly, being left alone, was 
at laft obliged to lay down his arms. 

Soon after, Lord Boyd returned into Scotland, 

and brought letters to the Regent, both from the 
Englith and Scottifh Queens. A convention 

was held at Perth, in order to confider them. 

Elizabeth’s letter contained three different pro- 
pofals with regard to Mary; that fhe fhould 
either be reftored to the full poffeffion of her 
former authority; or be admitted to reign 
jointly “with the King her fon; or at Jeaft be 
allowed to refide in Scotland in fome decent 
retirement, without any fhare in the adminif- 
tration. of government. ‘Thefe overtures were 

-extorted by the importunity of Fenelon the 
' French ambaffador, and have fome appearance 

of being favourable to the captivé Queen. They 
were, however, perfectly fuitable to Elizabeth’s 
general fyftemy with regard to Scottifh affairs. 
Among propofitions fo unequal and difpropor- 

tionate, fhe eafily faw where the choice would 

fall, The two former were rejected ; and long 

delays muft neceflarily have intervened, and 

many difficulties have arifen, before every cir- 

cumftance relative to the laft could be finally 

adjufted®. 
Mary, in her letter, demanded that her mar-. 

riage with Bothwell fhould be reviewed by the 
» proper judges, and if found invalid, fhould be 

© Spotiwood, 230. 
KI diffolved 
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BOOK diffolved by 4 legal fentence of divorce... This . 
__, fatal marriage was the principal fource of all the 

1569, calamities fhe had endured for two years; addi. 
voree was the only thing which could repair the 
injuries her reputation had. fuffered by that flep, 
It was her intereft to have propofed it early; 
and it is not eafy to account for her long filence 

Norfalk’s With refpeét to this point. Her particular motive 
Sates for propofing it at this time began to be fo well: 

டயல்‌ known, that the demand was rejected by the 
‘convention of eftates*. They imputed it not fo 

much te any abhorrence of Bothwell, as to her 

eagernefs to conclude a marriage with the Duke 
of Norfolk. பூ 

Tuis marriage was the object of that fecret 
negociation im England, which I have already 
mentioned. ‘The fertile and projecting genius 
of Maitland firft conceived this fcheme. During — 
the conference at York, he communicated it to 

the Duke himfélf, and to the Bifhop of Rofs. 
The former readily clofed with a fcheme fo flat- 
tering to his ambition. The latter confidered it 
as a probable device for reftoring his miftrefs to 
liberty, and replacing her on her throne. Nor 
was Mary, with whom Norfolk held a correl- 
pondence by means’ of his fifter Lady Scrope, 
averfe from a meafure, which would haye | 
reftored her to her kingdom with fo much 
fplendour®. The fudden removal of the con- 

~ 4 Spotfw. 231. Ina privy council, held July 30, 1569, this 
demand was confidered; and, of fifty-one menibers prefent, 
only feven yoted to comply with the Queen’s requeft. Re- 

cords Priy. Counc. MS. in the Lyon Office, p. 148. 
© Camd, 419. Haynes, 573. State Trials, i, 73- 
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‘ference from York to Weftminfter. fufpended, 
but did not break off this intrigue. Maitland 

and Rofs were {till the Duke’s prompters, and 
his agents; and many letters and love-tokens 
were exchanged between him and the Queen 
of Scots. 

Bur as he could not hope, that under am ad- 
miniftration fo vigilant'as Elizabeth’s, fuch,an 

intrigue could be kept long concealed, he at- 
tempted to deceive her by the appearance of 
opennefs and candour, an artifice which feldom 
fails of fuccefs. He mentioned to her the ru- 
mour that was {pread of his, marriage with the 
Scottifh Queen; he complained of it as a ground- 
lefs calumny; and difclaimed all thoughts of 
that kind, with many expreflions full of con- 
tempt both for Mary’s charaéter and dominions. 
Jealous as Elizabeth was of every thing relative 
to the Queen of Scots, fhe feems to have cre- 
dited thefe profeffions’.. But, ifftead of difcon- 

tinuing the negociation, he renewed it with 

greater vigour, and admitted into it new affo- 

ciates. Among.thefe was the -P.egent of Scot- 

land. He had given great offence to Norfolk, 

by his public aceufation of the Queen, in breach 

of the concert into which he had entered at 

York. He was’ then ready to return into Scot- 

land, ‘The influence of the Duke in the north 

of England was great. - The Earls of Northum- 

berland and Weftmorland, the moft powerful 

noblemen in that part of the kingdom, threat- 

ened ‘to revenge upon the Regent the injuries 

£ Haynes, 574. State Trials, i, 79, 80. hich 
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BOOK which he had done his fovereign. Murray, in: 
Vv. . order to fecure a fafe return into Scotland, 

1569. addrefled himfelf to Norforlk, and, after {ome 

apology for his paft conduét, he imfinirated that 
the Duke’s fcheme of marrying the Queen his 
fifter was no lefS acceptable to him than bene. 
ficial to both kingdoms; and that he would 
concur with the utmoft ardour in promoting fo 

’ defirable an event®. Norfolk heard him with 
the credulity natural to thofe who are paffion- 
ately bent upon any defign. He wrote to the 
two Earls to defift from any hoftile attempt 
againft Murray, and to that he owed his paf: 
fage through the northern counties without 

* difturbance. 
Gains the Encouragep by his fuccefS in gaining the 
the Engith Regent, he next attempted to draw the Englifh 
niles: nobles to approve his defign. The nation be- 

gan to. defpair of [lizabeth’s marrying. Her 
jealoufy kept the queftion with regard to the 
right of fuceeflion undecided. The memory of 
the civil wars which had defolated England for 
fhore than a century, on account of the difputed 
titles of the houfes of York and Lancafter, was. 
ftill recent. Almoft all the ancient nobility 
had perifhed, and the nation itfelf had been 
brought to the brink of deftruétion in that un- 
happy conteft. The Scottifh Queen, though 
her right of fucceflion was generally held to be 
undoubted, might meet with formidable com- 
petitors. She might marry a foreign and a 
Popifh Prince, and bring both liberty and reli- 

& Anderf. ili. 34, : 
gion 
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gion into danger. But, by marrying her to an BOOK 
Englifhman,a zealous Proteftant,the moft power- 

fuland moft univerfally beloved of all‘the nobi- 
lity, an effectual remedy feemed to be provided 
againft all thefe evils. The greater part of the 
Peers, either, direétly or tacitly, approved of 
it, as a falutary projeét. The Earls of Arundel, 
Pembroke, Leicefter, and Lord Lumley, fub- 
{eribed a letter to the Scottith Queen, written 
with Leicefter’s hand, in which they warmly re- 
commended the match, but infifted, by way of 

preliminary, on Mary’s promife, that the fhould 
attempt nothing in confequence of her preten- 
fions to the Englith crown, prejudicial to Eliza- 

Vv. 
eye 

1569. 

beth, or to her pofterity ; that fhe fhould confent  ஈ 
to a league, offenfive and defenfive between the 
two kingdoms*; that fhe fhould confirm the 
prefént eftablifhment of religion in Scotland ; 

and receive into favour fuch of her fubjeéts as 
had appeared in arms againft ber. Upon her 
agreeing to the marriage and ratifying thefe 
articles, they engaged that the Englifh nobles 

would not only concur in reftoring her imme- 
diately to her own throne, but in fecuring to 
her that of England in reverfion. Mary readily 

‘confented to all thefe propofals, except the fe- 

cond, with regard to which fhe demanded fome 

time for confulting her ancient ally the French 
King". 
Tux whole of this negociation was induftri- 

oufly concealed from Elizabeth. Her jealoufy 

of the Scottifh Queen was well-known, nor 

eoyld it be expected that fhe would willingly 

bAnderf. vol. iii. sr. Camb. 420. 
come
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B OO K come into a meafure which tended fo vifibly to 
*, fave the reputation, and to increafe the power 

of her rival. But;in a matter of fo much gon. 

fequence to the nation, the taking a few fteps 

without her knowledge could hardly be reckoned 
criminal; and while every perfon concerned, 
even’ Mary and Norfolk themfelves, declared, 
that nothing fhould be concluded without ob-. 
taining her confent, the duty and allegiance of 
fubjeéts feemed to be fully preferved. The 
greater part_of the nobles regarded the matter 
in this light. Thofe who conduéted the in- 
trigue, had farther and more dangerous views. 
They faw the’ advantages which- Mary would 
obtain by this treaty, to be prefent and certain; 
and the execution of the promifes which fhe 
came under, to be diftant and uncertain. They 
had early communicated their {cheme to’ the 
Kings of France and Spain, and obtained their 
approbation’. oA treaty concerning which they 
confulted foreign Princes, while they con- 
cealed it from their own fovereign, could not 

be deemed innocent. ‘They hoped, however, 
that the union of fuch a number of the chief 
perfons in the kingdom would render it necet- 
fary for Elizabeth to comply; they flattered 
themfelves that a combination fo ftrong would 
be altogether irrefiftible; and fuch was their 

confidence of fuccefs, that when a plan was 
concerted in the north of England for refeuing 
Mary out of the hands of her keepers, Norfolk, 
who was afraid that if fhe recovered her liberty, 

her fentiments in his favour might change, afed’ 

i Anderf, vol. iii, 63, 
16 : all
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, all his intéreft to diffuade the confpirators from BOOK 
ர்‌. attempting it*. 

AN this fituation did the affair remain, when 
Lord Boyd arrived from England; and, befides 
the letters which he produced publicly, brought 
others in cyphers from Norfolk and Throk.: 
morton to the Regent, and to Maitland. Thefe 

. were full of the moft fanguine hopes., All the 
nobles of England concurred, faid they, in fa 
vouring the defign. Every preliminary was ad- 
jufted; nor was it poffible that a fcheme fo deep 
laid, conduéted with fo much art, and fupported 
both by power and by numbers, could mifcarry, 
or be defeated in the execution. Nothing now 
was wanting but the concluding ceremony. It 
depended on the Regent to haften that, by pro- 
curing a fentence of divorce, which would res 

‘ mové the only obftacle that ftood in the way. 
This-was expected of him, in confequence: of 
his promife to Norfolk; and if he regarded 
either his intereft or his fame, or even his fafety, 
he would not fail to fulfil thefe engagements'. 

Bur the Regent was now in very different cir- 
cumftances from thofe- which had formerly in- 
duced him to affeét an approbation of Norfolk’s 
fchemes. He faw that the downfal of his own 
power muft be the firft confequence of the 
Duke’s fuccefs; and if the Queen, who confi- 
dered him as the chief author of all her misfor« 
tunes, fhould recover her ancient authority, he 
could never expect favour, nor fearce hope for 

» © Camd. 420. ~° | Haynes, 520. Spotfw. 230. See 
Appendix, No. XXXII. ்‌ ்‌ கத 
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B QO K impunity. .No wonder he declined a ftep fo fatal 
.—__, to himfelf, and which would have eftablithed the 

-4569. grandeur of anotheron the ruins of his own. 

This refufal oceafioned a delay. But, as every 
other circumftance was fettled, the Bithop of 

- Rofs, in the name of his miftrefs, and the Duke, 

in perfon, declared, in prefence of the French 
ambaflador, their mutual confent to the mar.. 
riage, and a contraét to this purpofe was figned, 
and intrufted to the keepmg of the ambaffador™. 

Augut 13. — ."THE intrigue was now in fo many hands, that 
Elizabeth ப்‌ ்‌ 
ditovers it could not long remain a fecret. It began to 

ear be whifpered at court; and Elizabeth calling 
defeats it. the Duke into. her prefence, exprefied the ut- 

moft indignation at his conduét, and charged 
him to lay afide all thoughts of profecuting 
fuch a dangerous defign. Soon after Leicefter, 
who perhaps had countenanced the projec with 
no other intention, revealed all the circum- 
ftances of it tothe Queen. Pembroke; Arundel, 
Lumley, and Throkmorton, were confined and 
examined. Mary was watched more narrowly 
than ever; and Haftings, Earl of Huntingdon, 
who pretended. to difpute with the Scottih 
Queen her right to the fucceflion, being joined 
in commiffion with Shrewfbury, rendered her 
imprifonment more intolerable by the excefs of 
his vigilance and rigour*. The Scottifh Regent, 
threatened with Elizabeth’s difpleafure, meanly 

betrayed the Duke; put his letters into her 
hands, and furnifhed all the intelligence in his 

2 

™ Carte, vol.ii, 486. 8 Haynes, 525, 526.530. 532. 
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» his power®. The Duke himfelf retited firft to 
Howard-houfe, and then, in contempt of the 
fwmmons to appear before the privy. council, 
fied to his feat in Norfolk. Intimidated by the 
imprifonment of his ‘affociates ; coldly received 
by his friends in that county; unprepared for a 
rebellion; and unwilling perhaps to ‘rebel; he 
hefitated for fome days, and at laft obeyed a 
fecond call, and repaired to Windfor. He was 
firft kept as a prifoner in a private houfe, and 
then fent to the Tower. After being confined 
there upwards of nine months, he was releafed 
upon his humble fubmiffion to Elizabeth, giving 
her a promife, on his allegiance, to hold no far- 
ther correfpondence with the Queen of Scots”. 
During the progrefs of Norfolk’s negociations, 
the Queen’s partifans in Scotland, who made no 
doubt of their iffuig in her reftoration to the 
throne, with an increafe of authority, were won- 

derfully elevated. Maitland was'the foul of that 
party, and the perfon whofe aétivity and ability 
the Regent chiefly dreaded. He had laid the 
plan of that intrigue which had kindled fuch 

combuftion in England. He continued to fo- 
ment the fpirit of difaffeétion in Scotland, and 
had feduced from the Regent Lord Home, Kirk- 
aldy, and-{everal of his former affociates. While 

he enjoyed liberty, the Regent could not reckon 
his own power fecure. Tor this reafon, having 
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by an artifice allured Maitland to Stirling, he © 
employed Captain Crawford, one of his creatures, — 

* © Sce Append. No. KXXIII. P Haynes, 525. 597+ 
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Boo kK to accufe him of being acceffary to the murder . 
Vs 

1569. 

_ A rebellion 
againft Eli- 
zabeth by 
Mary’s ad- 
herents. 

of the King; and under that pretence he was 
arrefted and carried as a prifoner to Edinburgh, 
He would foon have been brought to trial, but 
was faved by the friendthip of Kirkaldy, gover. 
nor of the caftle, who, by pretending a warrant 
for that purpofe from the Regent, got him out 
ofthe hands of the perfon to whofe care he was 
committed, and conduéted him into the caftle, 
which from that time was entirely under Mait- 
land’s command’. The lofs of a place of fo 
much importance, and the defeétion of a man 

fo eminent for military {kill as Kirkaldy, brought 
the Regent into fome difreputation, for which, 
however, the fuccefs of his ally Elizabeth, about 

this time, abundantly compenfated. 
Tur intrigue carried on for reftoring the 

Scottifh Queen to liberty having been difco- 
vered and difappointed, an attempt was made 

- to the fame purpofe, by force of arms; but the 
iffue of it was not more fortunate. The Earls 
of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, though 
little diftinguifhed by their perfonal abilities, 
were two of the moft ancient and powerful of 
the Englith peers. Their eftates in the northern 
counties were great, and they poffeffed that in- 
fluence over the inhabitants, which was here- 
ditary in the popular and martial families of 
Perey and of Nevil. They were both attached 
to the Popifh religion, and difcontented with the . 
court, where new men and a new fyftem’ pre- 

4 Spotfw. 232. ps 
vailed.
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‘vailed. Ever fince Mary’s arrival in England, B oO K 
they had warmly efpoufed her intereft; and zeal , 
for Popery, oppofition to the court, and commi= 1569. 
feration of her fufferings, had engaged them in 
different plots for her relief. Notwithftanding 
the vigilance of her keeper, they held a clofe 
correfpondence with her, and communicated to 
her all their defigns". They were privy to Nor- 
folk’s {chemes; but the caution with which he 
proceeded did not fuit their ardour and impe- 
tuofity. The liberty of the Scottifh Queen was 
not their fole objeét. They aimed at bringing 
about a change in the religion, and a revolution 
in the government of the kingdom.: For this 
reafon they folicited the aid of the King of Spain, 
the avowed and. zealous patron of Popery in that 
age. Nothing could be more delightful to the 
reftlefs fpirit of Philip, or. more neceflary to- 
wards facilitating his {chemes in the Nether- 
lands, than the involving England in the con- 
fufion and miferies of a civil war. The Duke 
of Alva, by his direétion, encouraged the two 

Earls, and promifed, as foon as they either took 
the field with their forces, or furprifed any place 
of ftrength, or refeued the Queen of Scots, that 
he would fupply them both with money and a 
ftrong body of troops. La Mothe, the governor 
of Dunkirk, in the difguife of a failor, founded 
the ports where it would be moft proper to land. 

And Chiapini Vitelli, one of Alva’s ableit. offi- 

cers, was difpatched into England, on pretence 

* Haynes, 595. Murdin, 44. 62, &c. ¥ 
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mn o K of fettling fome commercial differences between 

1569. 

defeated. 

Nov. 9 

the two nations; but in reality that the. rebels: 

might be fure of a leader of ன்பம்‌ as 1900 
_ as they ventured to take arms*. 

Tue condué of this negociation ocuatioied 
many méetings and mefiages between the two 
Earls. Elizabeth was ரன்ன of thefe; and 

though the fufpeéted nothing oftheir real defign, 
the concluded that they were among the number 
of Norfolk’s confidents. ‘They were fiummoned, 

‘ for this reafon, to repair to court. Conf{cious of 
guilt, and afraid of difeovery, they delayed giving 
obedience. A fecond, and more peremptory 
order was iffued. This they could not decline, 
without fhaking off their allegiance; and, as 

no time was left for deliberation, they inftantly 
erected their ftandard againft their fovereign. 
The re-eftablifhing the Catholic religion; the 
fettling the order of fucceflion to the crown; 
the defence of the ancient nobility ; were the 
motives which they alleged to juftify their re- 
bellion’.. Many of the lower people flocked to 
them with fuch arms as they could procure ; and, 

_ had the capacity of their leaders beenin any de- 
gree equal to the enterprife, it muft have foon 
grown to be extremely formidable. | Elizabeth 

aéted with prudence and vigour, and was ferved. 
by her fubjeéts with fidelity and ardour. On 
the firft rumour of an infurreétion, Mary was re- 

moved to Coventry, a place of’ ftrength, which 

§ Carte, vo ii, 489, 490. Camd, 42. ்‌ yal 
* Strype, vol. i. 547. wld 
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scould not be taken without a regular fiege; a BOOK 
detachment. of the rebels, which was fent to V. 

reseue her, returned without fuccefs. Troops 
were affembled in different parts of the king- 

dom; as they advanced, the malcontents’ re- 
tired. In their retreat, their numbers dwindled 
away, and their fpirits funk. Defpair and un- 
certainty whither to direét their, flight, kept to- 
gether for fome time a fmall body of them among 
the mountains of Northumberland; but they 
were at length obliged to difperfe, and the chiefs - 
took refuge among the Scottifh borderers. The 
two Earls, together with the Countefs of North- pec. ar, 
umberland, wandering for fome days in the 

waftes of Liddifdale, were plundered by the ban- 

ditti, expofed to the rigour of the feafon, and 

left deftitute of the neceffaries of life. Weit- 

morland was concealed by Scott of Buccleugh 

and Ker of Ferniherft, and afterwards eonveyed 

into the Netherlands: Northemberland -was 

feized by the Regent, who had marched with 

fome troops towards the borders, to prevent any 

impreffion the rebels might make on thofe mu- 

tinous. provinces”. 
Amst fo many furprifing events, the affairs Church a 

of the church, for two years, have almoft efcaped. ae 

our notice. Its general affemblies were held 

regularly ; but no bufinefs of much importance 

employed their attention. As the number of 

~ the Proteftant clergy daily increafed, the defi- 

ciency of the funds fet apart for their fubfiftence, 

»became greater, and was more fenfibly felt. 

« Cabbala; 171. Camd. 422. ்‌ 
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Many efforts were made towards recovering the: 

ancient patrimony of the church, or at-leaft as 
much of it as was poffeffed by the Popith incem. 
bents, a race of men who were now not only ufe. 
lefs but burdenfome to the nation. But though 

the manner in which the Regent received the 
addrefles and complaints of the general affem- 
blies, was.very different from that to which they 
had been accuftomed, no effectual. remedy was 

provided ; and while they fuffered intolerable 

oppreflion, and groaned under extreme poverty, 
fair words; and liberal promifes, were all they 
were able to obtain *. 

EvizaBeru now began to be weary of keeping 
fuch a prifoner as the Queen of Scots. Durin 

  
the former year, the tranquillity of her govern. — 
ment had been difturbed, firft by a fecret com- | 
bination of fome of her nobles, then by the re- 

_ bellion of others; and fhe often declared, not 
without reafons that Mary was the hidden cayfe 
of both. Many of her own fubjeéts favoured 
or pitied the captive Queen; the Roman Catholic 
Princes on the Continent were warmly interefted 
in her caufe. ‘The detaining her any longer in 
England, fhe forefaw, would be made the pretext 
or occafion of perpetual cabals and infurreétions 
among the former ; and might expofe her to the 

-hoftile attempts of the latter. She refolved, 
therefore, to give up. Mary into the hands of the   
Regent, after ftipulating with him, not only that — 
her days fhould not be cut fhort, either by a judi- 
cial fentence or by fecret violence, but that the, 

* Cald, vol. ii, 80, &c.. 
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» fhould be treated in a manner fuited toherrank; 3 ooK 
and, in order to fecure his obfervance of this, fhe V- 
réquired that fix of the chief noblemen in the. 
kingdom fhould be fent into England as hof- 
tages’. With refpect to the fafe cuftody of the 
Queen, fhe relied on Murray’s vigilance, whofe 
fecurity, no lefs than her own, depended on pre- 
venting Mary from re-afcending the throne. The 
negociation for this purpofe was carried fome 
length, when it was difcovered by the vigilance 
of the Bifhop of Rofs, who, together with the 
French and Spanifh ambafladors, remonftrated 
againft the infamy of fuch an aétion, and repre- 
fented the furrendering the Queen to her rebel- 

lious fubjects, to be the fame thing as if Eliza- 
beth fhould, by her own authority, condemn her 
to inftant death. This procured a delay; and 
the murder of the Regent prevented the revival 
of that defign’. 
~Hasniron-of Bothwellhaugh‘was the perfon ர 

who committed this barbarous aétion. He had 

been condemned to death foon after the battle 

of Langfide, as I have already related, and owed ~ 

his life to the Regent’s clemency. But part of his 

eftate had been beftowed upon one of the Re- 

gent’s favourites, who feized his houfe, and 

turned out his wife naked, in a cold night, into 
the open fields, where, before next morning, {he 

became furioufly mad. This injury made a deeper 

impreffion upon him than the benefit which he 

1570+ 
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Boo x had received, and from that moment he vowed to 
Vv. be revenged upon the Regent... Party-rage 
a, firengthened and inflamed his private refert. 

ment. . His kinfmen, the Hamiltons, applauded 

the enterprife. ‘The maxims of that age juttified 

the moft defperate courfe which he could take to 
obtain vengeance. He followed the Regent for 
fome time, and watched for an opportunity to 

firike the blow.’ He refolved at laft to wait till 
his enemy fhould-arrive at Linlithgow, through 
which he was to pafs in his way from Stirling to 
Edinburgh. He took his ftand in a wooden gal. 
lery, which had a window towards the ftreet ; 

{pread a feather-bed on the floor, tovhinder the 
noife of his feet from being heard; hung upa _ 
black cloth behind him, that his fhadow might 
not be obferved from without ; and after all this — 
preparation, calmly expeéted the Regent’s ap- 
proach, who had lodged during the night in a_ 
part of the town not far diftant. Some indiftin® — 

- information of the danger which threatened him 
had been conveyed to the Regent, and he paid 
fo much regard to it, that he refolved to return 
by.the fame gate through which he had entered, 
and to fetch a.compafs round the town. Butas 
the crowd about the gate was great, and he him- 
felf unacquainted with fear, he proceeded di+ 
reétly along the ftreet; and the throng of the 
people obliging him to move very flowly, gave the 
affafim time to take fo true an aim, that he fhot 

him with,a fingle bullet through the lower part. 
of his belly, and killed the horfe of a gentleman « 
who rode on his other fide. His followers im- 
te 3 ftantly



OF SCOTLAND. irs 

*ftantly endeavoured to break into the houfe BOOK 
whence the blow had come, but they found the V 
door ftrongly barricaded ; and before it could be 
forced open, Hamilton had mounted a fleet 
horfe, which ftood ready for him at a back-paf- 
fage, and was got far beyond their reach. The 

_ Regent died the fame night of his wound*, 
Tuere is no perfon in that age about whom ரூ. ரஷ 

hiftorians have been more divided, or whofe cha- '™ 
raéter has-been drawn in fuch oppofite colours. 
Perfonal intrepidity, military kill, fagacity, and © 
vigour in the adminiftration of civil affairs, are - 
virtues, which even his enemies allow hiin to have 
poffeffed inan eminent degree. His moral qua- 
lities are more dubious, and ought neither to be 
ptaifed nor cenfured without great referve, and 
-many diftinétions. In a fierce age he was capas 
ble of ufing victory with humanity, and of treat- 
ing the vanquifhed with moderation. “A patron 
of learning, which, among martial nobles, was 
either unknown or defpifed. Zealous for religion, 
to a degree which diftinguifhed him, even at a 
time when profeflions of that kind were not un- 
‘common. His confidence in‘his friends was ex- 

treme}. and inferior only in his liberality towards 

them, which knew no bounds. A difinterefted 
paffion for the liberty of his country, prompted 
him to oppofe the pernicious fyftem which the 
Princes of Lorrain had obliged the Queen- 
mother to purfue. On Mary’s return into Scot- 
land, he ferved her with a zeal and affection, to 
which he facrificed the friendthip of thofe who 

* Buchan, 385. Crawf. Mem.124. Cabbala, 171. 
were 
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BOO XK were moft attached to his perfon. But, on the° 
other hand, his ambition was immoderate ; and, 
events happened that opened to him vaft நீர. 
jects, which allured his enterprifing genius, and 
led him to aétions inconfiftent with the duty of 
afubject. His treatment of the Queen, to whofe 

bounty ke was fo much indebted, was unbro- 
therly and ungrateful. ‘The dependence on Eli- 
zabeth, under which he brought Scotland, was 

difgraceful to the nation. He deceived and be- 
trayed Norfolk with a bafenefs unworthy of. a 
man of honour. His elevation to fuch unex- 
pected dignity infpired him with new pafflions, 
with haughtinefs and referve ; and inftead of his 
natural manner, which was blunt and open, he 

affeéted the arts of diffimulation and refinement. 
Fond, towards the end of his life, of flattery, and’ 

impatient of advice, his creatures, by foothing 

his vanity, led him aftray, while his ancient 
friends ftood at a diftance, and prediéted his ap- 
proaching fall. But amidft the turbulence and 
confufion of that faétious period, he difpenfed 
juttice with fo much impartiality, he repreffed 
the licentious borderers with fo much courage, 
and eftablifhed fuch uncommon order and tran- 
quillity in the country, that his adminiftration 
was extremely popular, and he was long and 
affeétionately remembered among the commons, 
by the name of the Good Regent,
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us Peis unexpeéted blow, by which the Re: BOOK 
gent was cut off, ftruck the King’s party _“" 

with the utmoft confternation. Elizabeth be _ 1570. 
wailed his death as the moft fatal difafter which VO, 
could have befallen her kingdom; and was in- பக்‌. 
confolable to a degree that little’fuited her dig- 
nity. Mary’s adherents exulted, as if now ey 
reftoration were not only certain, but near at 
hand. The infamy of the crime naturally fellon _ 
thofe who expreffed fuch indecent joy at the 
commiffion of it; and as the aflaffin made his 

efcape 6n a horfe which belonged to Lord Claud 
Hamilton, and fled direétly to Hamilton, where 
he was received in triumph, it was concluded 
that the Regent had fallen a facrifice to the re- 
fentment of the Queen’s party, rather than to 
the revenge of a private man. On the day after | 

othe murder, Scott of Buccleugh, and Ker of 
: :; Fernt-
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B ook Ferniherft, both zealous abettors of the Queen’s) 
VI. caufe, entered England in an hoftile manner, 
x57. and plundered and burnt the country, the inha- 

bitants of which expected no fuch outrage. If 
the Regent. had been alive, they would {carce 
have ventured on fuch an irregular incurfion, nor 
could it well have happened fo foon after his 

- death, unlefs they had been privy to the crime. 
Tus was Not the only irregularity to ‘which 

the anarchy that followed the Regent’s death 
gave occafion. During fuch general confufion, 
men hoped for ர்க்‌ impunity, and broke 

Steps taken OUt into excefles of every kind. As it was im- 

‘Naive ane poflible to reftrain thefe without a fettled form elefling an- 

sther Re- of wovernment, a convention of the nobles was 
ent. 

Fehr, held, in order to deliberate concerning the elec- 
tion of a Regent. ‘The Queen’s adherents rfe- 
fufed to be prefent at the meeting, and pro- 

_ tefted againft its proceedings, ‘The King’ 8 
own party was'‘irrefolute and divided in opinion. 
Maitland, whom Kirkaldy had fet. at liberty, 
and who obtained from the nobles. then affem- 
bled a declaration acquitting him of the crime 

' _ which had been laid to his char. ge, endeayoured 

to bring about a coalition of the two parties, by 
propofing to admit the Queen to the joint ad- 
miniftration of government with her fon. Eliza- 
beth, adhering to her ancient, fyftem with regard 
to Scottifh. affairs, laboured, notwithftanding the © 

folicitations of Mary’s friends*, to multiply, and 
to perpetuate the faétions, which tore in pieces 

* See Appendix, No. XXXIV. : 
the
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the kingdom. Randolph, whom fhe difpatched 
into Scotland on the firft news of the Regent’s 
death, and who was her ufual agent for fuch fer- 
vices, found all parties fo exafperated by mutual 
injuries, and fo full of irreconcilable rancour, 
that it coft him little trouble to inflame their ani- 
mofity. The convention broke up without com- 
ing to any agreement; and a new meeting, to 
which the nobles of all parties were invited, was 
appointed on the firft of May®.). . 
‘Meantiue, Maitland and Kirkaldy, who ftill 

continued to acknowledge the King’s authority, 
were at the utmoft pains to reftore fome degree 

319 

BOOK 
Vi. 

aye! 

1570. 

> A coalition 
of parties 
attempted 
in vain. 

of harmony among their countrymen. They — 
procured for this purpofe an amicable conference 
among the leaders of the two factions. But while 
the one demanded the reftoration of the Queen, 
as the only thing which could re-eftablith the 
public tranquillity ; while the other efteemed the 
King’s authority to be fo facred,sthat it was, on 
no account, to be called in queftion or impaired; 
and neither of them would recede: in the leaft 
point from their opinions, they feparated with- 
out any profpeét of concord. Both were ren- 
dered more averfe from reconcilement, by the 
hope of foreign aid. An envoy arrived from 
France with promifes of powerful fuccour to the 
Queen’s adherents ; and as the civil wars in that 
kingdom feemed to be on the point of terminat- 
ing in peace, it was expected that Charles would 
foon be at liberty to fulfil what he promifed. 

» Crawf, Mem. 131. Calderw. i 157. 
: On.
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BO,OK On the other hand, the Earl of Suffex was affem.. 

vi. 

1570. 

Queen’s 
party in 
poffeffion of 
Edinburgh. 

“April 10. 

bling a powerful army on the borders, and its 
operations could not fail of adding fpirit ,and 
ftrength to the King’s party °. 

Tuovcn the attempt towards a coalition of 
the faétions proved ineffectual, it contributed 
fomewhat to moderate or fufpend their rage; but 
they foon, began to aét with their ufual violence. 
Morton, the moft vigilant and able leader on the 
King’s fide, folicited Elizabeth to interpofe, 
without delay, for the fafety of a party fo devoted 
to her intereft, and which ftood fo much-in need 

of her affiftance. The chiefs of the Queen’s 

faétions, aflembling at Linlithgow, marched 
thence to Edinburgh; and Kirkaldy, who was 
both governor of the caftle and provoft of the 

town, prevailed on the citizens, though with 

fome difficulty, to admit them within the gates. 
Together with Kir Kaldy, the Karl of Athol: and 

Maitland, acceded almott openly to their party; 
and the Duke and Lord Herries, having recover- 
ed liberty by Kirkaldy’s favour, refumed the 
places which they had formerly held in their 
councils. Encouraged by the acquifition of per- 
fons fo illuftrious by their birth, or fo eminent 
for their abilities, they publifhed a proclamation, 
declaring their intention to fupport the Queen’s 
authority, and feemed refolved not to leave the 
city before the meeting of the approaching con- 
vention, in which, by their numbers and influ- 
ence, they did not doubt of fecuring a majority 
of voices on their fide“. 

» © Crawf, Mem. 134. 9 Thid. 134. Cald. ii. 176. A 
: த்‌



OF SCOTLAND. 321 

_ Ar the fame time they had formed a defign of s 00 K 
kindling war between the two kingdoms. If  W- 
they could engage them in hoftilities, and revive ~ sss 
their ancient emulation and antipathy, they fear to involve 
hoped,not only to diffolve a confederacy of great வ ரன்‌ 
advantage to the King’s caufe, but to reconcile with Eng- 
their countrymen to the Queen, Elizabeth’s na- ம்‌ 
tural and moft. dangerous rival. With this view 
they had, immediately after the murder of the 
Regent, prompted Scott and Ker to commence 
hoftilities, and had fince inftigated them to con- 
tinue and extend their depredations.. As Eliza- 
beth forefaw, on the one: hand, the dangerous 
confeqtiences of rendering this.a national quar- 
rel; and refolved, on the other, not tofuffer fuch 
an infult on. her government to pafs with impu- 
nity ; fhe. iffued a proclamation, declaring that 
fhe imputed the outrages which had been com- 
mitted on the borders not to the Scottifh nation, 
but to a few defperate and ill-defigning perfons; 
that; with the former, fhe was refolved to main- 
tain an inviolable friendfhip, whereas the duty 
which fhe owed to her own fubjeéts obliged her 
to chaftife the licentioufnefS of the latter*.. Suffex 
and Scrope accordingly entered Scotland, the 
one on the eaft, the other on the weft borders, 
and laid wafte the adjacent countries with fire 
and fword’. Fame magnified the number and 
progrefs of their troops, and Mary’s adherents, 
not thinking themfelves fafe in Edinburgh, the 
inhabitants whereof were ill-affeéted to their _. 

caufe, retired to Linlithgow. There, by a public Apri 28. 

; © \Calderw. ii, 181. f Cabbala, 174. 
| POL. II. ¥ pro-
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thority, and forbad giving obedience to any but 

the Duke, or the Earls of Argyll and Huntly, 

whom fhe had conftituted her lieutenants in the 
-kingdom. 

Tur nobles who continued faithful to the 
King, though confiderably weakened by the de- 
feétion of fo many of their friends, affembled at 
Edinburgh on the day appointed. They iffued 
a counter-proclamation, declaring fuch as ap- 
peared for the Queen enemies of their country; _ 

and charging them with the murder both of the 
late King and of the Regent. ‘They could not, 
however, prefume fo much on their own ftrength 
as to venture either to eleét a Regent, or to take 
the field againft the Queen’s party; but the af- 
fiftance which they received from Elizabeth, en- 
abled them to do both. By her order Sir William 
Drury marched into Scotland, with a thoufand 
foot and three, hundred: horfe; the King’s ad- 

herents joined him with a confiderable body of 
troops, and advancing towards Glafgow, where 
the adverfe party had already begun _hoftilities 
by attacking the caftle, they forced them to re- 
tire, plundered the neighbouring country, which 
belonged to the Hamiltons, and, after feizing 
fome of their caftles, and rafing others, ee 
to Edinburgh. 
Uxner Drury’s proteétion, the Earl of emits 

returned into Scotland. It was natural to com- 
mit the government of the kingdom to him dur- 
ing the minority of his grandfon. His illuftrious 
birth, and alliance with the royal family of Eng: ° 

. land,
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land, as well as of Scotland, rendered him worthy 80 ok 
of that honour. His refentment againft. Mary 
being implacable, and his eftate lying in.Eng- 
larid, and his family refiding there, Elizabeth con- 
fidered him as a man who, both from inclination 

and from intereft, would aét in concert with her,, 
and ardently wifhed that he might fucceed Mur- 
ray in the office of Regent. But, on many ac- 

counts, fhe did not think it prudent to difcover 
her own fentiments, or to favour his pretenfions 
too openly. The civil warsin France, which had 
been excited partly by real and partly by pre- 
tended zeal for religion, and carried on with a 
fiercenefs that did it real difhonour, appeared 
now to be en the point of coming to an iflue; and 
after fhedding the beft blood, and wafting the 
richeft provinces in the kingdom, both parties 
defired peace with an ardour that facilitated the 
negociations which were carrying on for that 

purpofe. Charles IX. was known to be a paffion- 

ate admirer of Mary’s beauty. Nor could he, in 

honour, fuffer a Queen of France, and the moft 

ancient ally of his crown, to languifh in her pre- 

fent cruel fituation, without attempting to pro- . 

cure her relief, He had hitherto been obliged 

to fatisfy himfelf with remonftrating, by his am- 

baffadors, againft the indignity with which fhe 

had been treated. But if he were once at full 

liberty. to purfue his inclinations, Elizabeth 

would have every thing to dread from the impe- 

tuofity of his temper and the power of his arms. 

It therefore became neceflary for her to act with 

,fome referve, and not to appear ayowedly. to 

2 coun- 
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countenance the choice of a Regent, in contempt. 

of Mary’s authority. The jealoufy and prejudices 
of the Scots required no-lefs management. Had 
fhe openly fupported Lennox’s claim ; had ‘the 
recommended him to the convention, as the can- 

didate of whom fhe approved; this might have 
‘roufed the independent {pirit of the nobles, and 
by too plain a difcovery of her intention, fhe 
might have defeated its fuccef’. For thefe rea. 
fons fhe hefitated long, and returned ambiguous 
anfwers to all the meflages which fhe received 
from the King’s party. A more explicit decla- 
ration of her fentiments was at laft obtained, and 

an event of an extraordinary nature feems to have 
been the occafion of it. Pope Pius V. having 
iffued a bull, whereby he excommunicated Eli- 
zabeth, deprived her of her kingdom, and ab- 
folved her fubjeéts from their oath of allegiance, 
Felton, an Englifhman, had the boldnefs to affix 
it on the gates of the Bifhop of London’s palace. 
In former ages, a Pope, moved by his own ambi- 
tion, or pride, or bigotry, denounced this fatal 
fentence. againft the moft powerful monarchs; 
but as the authority of the court of Rome was 
now lefS regarded, its proceedings were more 
cautious; and it was only when they were roufed 
by fome powerful Prince, that the thunders of 
the church were ever heard. Elizabeth, there- 
fore, imputed this ftep, which the Pope had 
taken, to a combination of the Roman Catholic 
‘Princes againft her, and fufpeéted that fome plot — 
was formed in favour of the Scottith Queen. In 
that event, the knew that the fafety of her own: 

king-
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kingdom depended on preferving her influence 5 0 0 
in Scotland ; and in order to ftrengthen this, fhe _ VE 
renewed her promifes of protecting the King’s ae 

adherents, encouraged them to proceed te the. ~ 
eleétion of a Regent, and even ventured to point 
out the Earl of Lennox, as the perfon who had 
the beft title. That honour was accordingly 
conferred upon him, in a convention of the whole 
party, held on the 12th of July *. 

Tue Regent’s firft care was, to prevent the rae 
meeting of the parliament, which the Queen’s gen. 
party had fummoned to convene at Linlithgow: 
Having effected that, he marched againft the~ 
Earl of Huntly, Mary’s lieutenant in the north, 

and forced the garrifon which he had placed in 
Brechin to furrender at diferetion. Soon after, 

he made himfelf mafter of fome other caftles. - 
Emboldened by this fuccefsful beginning of ‘his _ 

adminiftration, as'well as by the appearance of a 

confiderable army, with which the Earl of Suffex 

hovered on the borders, he deprived Maitland of 

his office of fecretary, and: proclaimed him, the 

Duke, Huntly, and other. leaders! of the Queen’s 

party, traitors and- enemies of their country Bes 

In this defperate fituation of their affairs, the Marys a 

Queen’s adherents had recourfe to the King of gociate with 

Spain', with whom Mary had held a clofe corre- aoe 

fpondence ever fince her confinement 10 Eng- 

land. ‘They prevailed on the Duke of Alva to 

fend two of his officers'to take a view of the 

country, and to examine its coatts and harbours; 

£ Spotfw. 240. Cald. ii, 186. See Appendix, No. KXXV. 
» Crawf. Mem. 159. Cald. ii. 198. i ல 

i See Append. No. XXXVI. 
¥3 and
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and obtained from them a fimall fupply of money 
and arms, which were fent to the Earl of Hunt. 
ly“. But this aid, fo difproportionate to théir 
exigencies, would have availed them little. They 
were indebted for their fafety to a treaty which 
Elizabeth was carrying on, under colour of re- 
{toring the captive Queen to her throne. ‘The 
firft fleps in this negociation had been taken in 
the month of May; but hitherto little progrefs 
was made in it. The peace concluded between 
the Roman Catholics and Hugonots in France, 
and her apprehenfions that Charles would inter- 
pofe ‘with vigour in behalf of his fifter-in-law, 
quickened Elizabeth’s motions. She affected ta 
treat her prifoner with more indulgence, the lif. 
tened more gracioufly to the folicitations of fo- 
reign ambafladors in her favour, and feemed fully 
determined to replace her on the throne of her 
anceftors. As a proof of her fincerity, fhe la 
boured to procure a ceffation of arms between 
the two contending faétions in Scotland. Len: 
nox, elated with thé good fortune which had 
hitherto attended his adminiftration, and flatter: 
ing himfelf with an eafy triumph over enemies 
whofe eftates were wafted, and their forces dif. 
pirited, refufed for fome time to come into this 
meafure. It was not fafe for him, however, to 
dilpute’ the will of his prote@irefs, A. ceffation 
of hoftilities during two months, to commence 
on the third. of September, was agreed upon ; and, being renewed from time to time, it cons tinued till the firft of April next year’. 

* Anderf, iii.122. @rawf, Mem. 153. ' Spotl. 243. 
2 , Soon 
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Soon after, Elizabeth difpatched Cecil and Sir B 0 0 K, 
Walter Mildmay to the Queen of Scots. The ae 

ek ன்‌ ய 
dignity of thefe ambaffadors, the former her 1579. 

_ prime minifter, the latter chancellor of the ex- . | 
chequer, and one of her ableft counfellors, con- 
vinced all parties that the negociation was. fe- 
rious, and the hour of Mary’s liberty was now 
approaching. ‘The propofitions whichthey made 
to her were advantageous to Elizabeth, but fuch 
as a Prince in Mary’s fituation had reafon to 
expect. The ratification of the treaty: of Edin- 
burgh ; the renouncing any pretenfions to the 
Englifh crown, during Elizabeth’s own life, or ம 
that of her pofterity ; the adhering to the alli- 
ance between the two kingdoms; the pardoning 
her fubjeéts who had taken arms againft her 5 
and her promifing to hold no correfpondence, 

and to-countenance no enterprife, that might 

difturb Elizabeth’s government ; were among the 

chief articles. By way of fecuritly for the accom- 

plifhment of thefe, they demanded that fome per- 

fons of rank fhould be given as hoftages, that the 

Prince, her fon, fhould refide in England, and 

that a few caftles on the border thouldbe put into 

Elizabeth’s hands. To fome of thefe propofitions 

Mary confented ; fome the endeavoured to miti- 

gate ; and others fhe attem pted to evade. In the 

mean time, fhe tranfinitted copies of them to the 

Pope; to the Kings of Hrance and Spain, and to 

the Duke of Alva. She infinuated, that without 

fome timely and vigorous interpofition in her be- 

half, fhe would be obliged to accept of thefe hard 

conditions, and to purchafe liberty at any price. 

அ But
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‘BOOK But the Pope was a diftant and feeble ally, and 
VL. by his great efforts at this time againft the Turks, 
is7o. his treaftury was entirely exhaufted. Charles kad 

already begun to meditate that confpiracy againft 
the Hugonots, which marks his reign with fuch 
infamy ; and it required much leifure, and per- 
feé tranquillity, to bring that execrable plan to 
maturity. Philip was employed in fitting out that 
fleet which acquired fo much renown to the 
Chriftian arms, by the victory over the infidels at 
Lepanto ; the Moors in Spain threatened an in- 
furreétion ; and his fubjeéts in the Netherlands, ' 
provoked by much oppreflion and many indigni- 
ties, were breaking out into open rebellion. All 
ofthem, for thefe different reafons, advifed Mary, 
without depending on their aid, to conclude the 
treaty on the beft terms fhe could procure”. 

Elizabeth's Many accordingly confented to many of Eli- 
thecondut Zabeth’s demands, and difcovered a facility of 
“%  difpofition, which promifed ftill further concet: 

fions. But no conceflion fhe could have made, 
would have fatisfied Elizabeth, who, in fpite of 
her repeated profeffions of fincerity to foreign 
ambaffadors, and notwithftanding the folemnity 
with which fhe carried on the treaty, had no 
other objeét in it, than to amufe Mary’s allies; 
and to gaintime”. After having fo long treated 
a Queen, who fled to her for-refuge, in’ fo un- 
generous a manner, fhe could not now difmifs 
her with fafety. Under all the difadvantages of 
a rigorous confinement, Mary had found means 
to excite commotions in England, which were 

® Anderf. vol. iii. 119, 120. " Digges, Compl. Amb. 78. 

extremely
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extremely formidable. What defperate effeéts 
of her juft refentment might be expected, if fhe 
were fet at liberty, and recovered her former 

_ power? What engagements could bind her not 
to revenge the wrongs which fhe had fuffered, 

nor to také advantage of the favourable conjunc- 

tures that might prefent themfelves? Was it pof- 
fible for her to give fuch fecurity for her beha- 
viour, in times to come, as might remove all fut 
picions and fears? And was there not good caufe 
to conclude, that no future benefits could ever 

obliterate the memory of paft injuries? It was 
thus Elizabeth reafoned; though fhe continued 
to act as if her views had been entirely different. 

She appointed feven of her privy counfellors to 
be commiflioners for fettling the articles of the 
treaty; and, as Mary had already named the 
Bifhops of Rofs and Galloway, and Lord Living- 
fton, for her ambafladors, fhe required the Re- 

gent to empower proper perfors to appear in 
half of the King. ‘The Earl of Morton, Pit- 
cairn, abbot of Dumfermling, and Sir James 
Macgil, were the perfons chofen by the Regent. 

They prepared for their journey as flowly as Eli- 

zabeth herfelf could have wifhed. At length 

they arrived at London, and met the commif- 

fioners of the two Queens. Mary’s ambaf- 

fadors difecovered the ftrongeft inclination to 

comply with every thing that would remove the 

obftacles which ftood in the way of their mif- 

trefs’s liberty: But when Morton and his affo- 

. ciates were called upon to vindicate their con- 

du@, and to explain the fentiments of their 

"party, they began, in juftification of their treat- 
ment 
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ment of the Queen, to advance fuch maxims 

concerning the limited powers of Princes, and 
the natural right of fubjeéts to refift and to,con. 

troul them, as were extremely fhocking to Eliza. 
beth, whofe notions of regal prerogative, as has 
been formerly obferved, were very exalted. 
With regard to the authority which the King 
now pofleffed, they declared they neither had, 
nor could poflibly receive inftructions, to confent 
to any treaty that tended to fubvert, or even to 

’ impair it in the leaft degree’. Nothing could be 

Fe proves 
fruitlets, 

March 24. 

more trifling and ridiculous, than fitch a. reply 
from the commiflioners of the King of Scots to 
the Queen of England. His party depended ab- 
folutely on her proteétion; it was by perfons de- 
voted to her he had been feated on. the throne, 
and to her power he owed the continuance of his _ 
reign, With the utmoft. eafe fhe could have 
brought them to hold very different language; 
and whatever conditions fhe might have thought 
fit to fubfcribe, they would haye had no other 

choice but to fubmit. This declaration, how- 
ever, fhe affected to confider as an infuperable 
difficulty ; and finding that there was. no reafon 
to dread-any danger from the French King, who 
had not difcovered that eagernefs in fupport. of 
Mary which was expected, the reply made by 
Morton furnifhed her with a pretence for put- 

- ting a flop to the negociation, untilthe Regent 
fhould fend ambaffadors . with _ more, ample 
powers. Thus, after being amufed. for, ter 
months with the hopes of liberty, the unhappy, . 

Queen of Scots remained under ftricter cuftody 

* வேம்‌ ம்‌. 234. - Digges, 51.: Haynes; 523,524." 

‘than
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than ever, and without. any profpect of efcaping BOOK 
from it; whale thofe fubjeéts who ftill adhered 
to he were expofed, without ally or proteétor, 
¢o the rage of enemies, whom their fuccefs in 
this négeciation rendered {till more infolent?. 

. ‘Oy the@@ay after the expiration of the truce, 
whighiiiad been obferved with little exaétnefs on 
either fide, Captain Crawford of Jordan-hill,.a 
gallant and enterprizing officer, performed a fer- 
Vice of Breat importance to the Regent, by fur- 
prifing the caftle of Dunbarton. This was the 
only fortified place inthe kingdom, of which the 
Queen had kept polfeflion ever. fince the com- 
mencement of the civil wars. Its fituation, om 

the top of an high and almoft inacceffible rock, 
which rifés in the middle of a plain, rendered it 
extremely ftrong, and, in the opinion of that age, 
imptegnable ; asit commanded the river Clyde, 

it was of great confequence, and was deemed the 

moft proper plate in the kingdom for landing any 

foreign troops that might come to Mary’s aid. 

The ftrength of the place rendered Lord Flem- 

ing, the governor, more fecure than he ought to 

have been, confidering its importance. A foldier 

who had ferved in the garrifon, and had been 

difgufted by fome ill ufage, propofed the fcheme 

- to the Regent, endeavoured to demonftrate that 

it was practicable, and offered himfelf to go the 

foremoft man on the enterprife. It, was thought 

prudent to rifk any danger for fo great a prize. 

Scaling-ladders, and whatever elfe might be ne- 

.ceflary, were prepared with the utmoft fecrecy 

P Andert, fi. 91, 6ea 
and 
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Boo K and difpatch. All the avenues to the caftle weré 
91. feized, that no intelligence of the defign might 

157. reach the governor.’ ‘Towards evening @raw- 
ford ‘marched from Glafgow with a fmall but— 

determined band. By midnight they arrived at _ 
the bottom of the rock. The moon was fet, 
and the fky, which had hitherto been extremely 
clear, was covered with a thick fog. It was 
where the\rock was higheft that the affailants 
made their attempt, becaufe in that place there 
were few fentinels, and they hoped to find 
them leaft alert. The firft ladder was fcarcely 

fixed, when the weight. and eagernefs of thofe 
who mounted brought it to the ground. None 
of the affailants were hurt by the fall, and none 
of the garrifon alarmed at the noife. Their 
guide and Crawford {erambled up the rock, and 
faftened the ladder to the roots of a tree which 
grew ina cleft. This place they all reached 
with the utméft difficulty, but were ftill at a 
great diftance from the foot of the wall. - Their 
ladder was made faft a fecond time ; but in the 
middle of the afcent, they met with an unfore- 
feen difficulty. One of their companions was 
feized with fome fudden fit, and clung, feem- 
ingly without life, to the ladder. All were at a 
ftand. It was impoffible to pafshim. To tumble 
him headlong was cruel; and might occafion a 
difcovery. But Crawford’s prefence of mind 
did not forfake him. He ordered the foldier tobe 
bound faft to the ladder, that he might not fall 
when the fit was over; and turning the’ others 
fide of the ladder, they mounted with eafe over 

his
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his belly. Day now began to. break, and there 8 a ௦ % 
fill remained a high wall to fcale; but after 
furmounting fo many|great difficulties, thiswas 845 
foon*aceomplifhed. A fentry obferved the firft 
man who appeared on the parapet, and had juft 

_ timeto give the alarm, before he was knocked 
.on the-head. The officers and foldiers of the 
garrifon ran out naked, unarmed, and more fo- 

licitous abotit their own fafety, than capable of 
kimg refiflance. The affailants rufhed for- 

wards, with repeated fhouts and with the utmoft 
fary ; took pofieflion of the magazine; feized 
the ¢annon, and turned them againft their ene- 

mies. Lord Fiéming got into a fmall boat, and 
fled all alone into Argylefhire. Crawford, in 
reward of his valour and good conduét, remained 
mafter of the caftle; and as he did not lofea 
fingle man in the கக்க he enjoyed his 
fuccef$ with unmixed pleafure. Lady Fleming, 
Verac the Freneh’ envoy, and Hamilton, arch- 
Bithop of St.Andrew’s, were tlie prifoners of - 
greateft diftinétion *. 

Verac’s charaéter protected him from the Archhithop 
it. Am- 

ufage which he merited by his aétivity in ftirring Grew's poe” 
to death by 
lots up enemies againft the King. The Regent 

treated the lady with great politenefs and hu- 
manity. But a very different fate awaited the 
‘Archbifhop; he was carried under a ftrong guard 

to Stirling ; and as he had formerly been at- 

tainted by aét of parliament, he was, without 
any formal trial, condemned to be hanged ; and, 
onthe fourth day after he was taken, the fen- — 

4 Buchan. 394, i 
ence  
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tence was executed. An attempt was made to 
conviét him of being acceffary to the muiilee) 
both of the King and Regent, but thefe acoy 
fations were fupported by no proof: Our -Aifte. 
rians obferve, that he was the firft Bithop in 
Scotland, who died by the hands of the execu. 
tioner. The high offices he had enjoyed, both 

in church and hate, ought to have exempted 

him from a pinithenent, infliéted only on the 
Joweft criminals. But his zeal for the Queen, 
his abilities, and his profeffion, rendered him 
odious and formidable to the King’s adherents, 
Lennox hated him as the perfon by whofe coun. 
cils the reputation and power of the houfe of 
Hamilton were fupported. Party-rage and per- 
fonal enmity diétated that indecent fentence, for 
which fome colour was fought, by ieapUtan to, 
him fuch odious crimes". | 

Tue lofs of Dunbarton, and the Senn treat. 
ment of the Archbifhop, perplexed no lefs than 
they enraged the Queen’s party ; and hoftilities 
were renewed with all the fiercenefs which dif 
appointment and indignation can infpire. Kirk- 
aldy, who, during the truce, had taken care to 

_ inereafe the number of his garrifon, and to pro- 
vide every thing neceflary for his defence, iffued 
a proclamation declaring Lennox’s authority to 
be unlawful and ufurped; commanded all who 
favoured his caufe to leave the town within fix 
hours; feized the arms belonging to the citizens; 
planted a battery on the fteeple of St. Giles’s, 
repaired the walls, and fortified the gatesof the 

* Spotfwood, 252. : 
city 5
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eity ; and, though the affections of the inhabit. 
‘ants leaned a different way, held out the metro- 
polis againft the Regent. The Duke, Huntly, 
Honte, Herries, and other chiefs of that faction, 
repaired to Edinburgh with their followers ; and 
having received a finall fum of money and fome 
ammunition from France, formed no contempt: 
ible army within the walls. . On the other fide, 
Morton feized Leith and fortified it; and the 
Regent joined him with a confiderable body of 
men. While the armies lay fo near each other, 
daily {kirmifhes happened, and with various fuc- 
eefs. The Queen’s party was not ftrong enough 
to take the field againft the Regent, nor was his 
fuperiority fo great as to undertake the fiege of 
the caftle or of the town’. 
‘Some time before Edinburgh fell into the 

hands of his enemies, the Regent had fummoned 
a parliament to meet in that place. In order to 
prevent any objection againft the lawfulnefs of 
the meeting, the members obeyed the proclama- 
tion’ as exaétly as poflible, and affembled in a 
houfe at the head of the Cannongate, which, 
though without the walls, lies within the liberties 
of the city. Kirkaldy exerted himfelf to the 
utmoft to interrupt their meeting; but they 
were fo ftrongly guarded, that all efforts were. 
vain, They paffed an aét attainting Maitland 
and a few others, and then adjourned to the 28th 
of Auguft'. - 

Tue other party, in order that their-proceed- 
ings might be countenanced by the fame thew of 

*  “வெய்ம்‌, 252) 820 © Crawf, Mem. 177. 
legal 
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foon after. There was produced in this affembly’ 
a declaration by the Queen of the invalidity of 
that deed. whereby fhe had refigned the crown, 
and confented to the coronation of her fon. Con. 
formable to this declaration, an aét was pafled 
‘pronouncing the refignation to have been ex. 
torted by fear; to be null in itfelf, and in all its 
confequences ; and enjoining all good fubjeéts to 
acknowledge the Queen alone to be their lawful 

fovereign, and to fupport thofe who aéted in her 
name. The prefent eftablifhment of the Protett. 
ant religion was confirmed by another ftatute; 
and, in imitation of the adverfe party, a new 
meeting was appointed on the 26th of Auguft*. 

Meanwuize all the miferies of civil war defo- 
lated the kingdom. Fellow-citizens, friends, bro- 
thers took different fides, and ranged themfelves _ 
under the ftandards of the contending faétions. 
In every county, and almoft in every town and 

village, King’s men and Queen’s men'were names 
of diftinétion.. Political hatred diffolved all na- 

tural ties, and extinguifhed the rectprocal good- 
will and confidence which holds: mankind to- 
gether in fociety. _ Religious zeal mingled itfelf 
with thefe civil diftin@tions, and contributed not 

a little to heighten and to inflame them. 
Tue factions which divided the kingdom were, 

in appearance, only two; but in both thefe there 
were perfons with views and principles fo dif 
ferent from each other, that they ought to be 
diftinguifhed, With fome, confiderations' of re- 

* Crawf Mem. 177. அ 
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‘ligion were predominant, and they either ad- BOOK 
hered to the Queen, becaufe they hoped byher-, VY 
means to re-eftablith Popery, or they defended © 1571. 
the King’s authority, as the beft fupport of the 
Proteftant faith. Among thefe the oppofition 
was violent and irreconcilable. Others were in- 
fluenced by political motives only, or allured by 
views of intereft; the Regent aimed at uniting 
thefe, and did not delpair of gaining, by gentle 
arts, many of Mary’s adherents to acknowledge 
the King’s authority, Maitland and: Kirkaldy 
had formed the fame defign of a coalition, but 
on fuch terms that the Queen might be reftored 
to fome fhare in the government, and the king- 
dom fhake off its dependence upon England. 
Morton, the ableft, the moft ambitious, and the 
moit powerful man of the King’s party, held a 
particular courfe; and moving only as he was 
prompted by the court of England, thwarted 
every meafure that tended towards a reconcile- 
ment of the factions; andas he ferved Elizabeth 
with much fidelity, he derived both power and 
-eredit from her avowed proteétion. © 

Tue time appointed by both parties for the 
meeting of their parliaments now approached. 
Only three peers and two bifhops appeared in 
that which was held in the Queen’s name at 
‘Edinburgh. But, contemptible as their numbers 

were, they paffed an aét for attainting upwards 

of-two hundred of the adverfe faétion. The 
meeting at Stirling was numerous and {plendid. 

The Regent had prevailed on the Earls of Argyll, 
Eglinton, Caffils, and Lord Boyd, to acknow- 
U0ns “Ti, B ledge 

ப
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BOOK ledge the King’s authority. ‘The three Earls. 
VI. 

371. 

The King’s ~ 
party fur- 
prifed in 
Stirling, 

Sept. g. 

‘were among the moft powerful noblemen in the 

kingdom, and had hitherto been zealous in the 

Queen’s caufe. Lord Boyd had been one of 

Mary’s commiffioners at York and Weftminfter, 

and fince that time had been admitted into all 

her moft fecret councils. But, during that tur- 

bulent period the condué of individuals, as well 

as the principles of factions, varied fo often, 

that the fenfe of honour, a chief prefervative of 

confiftence in charaéter, was entirely loft; and, — 

without any regard to decorum, men fuddenly 

abandoned one party, and adopted all the violent 

paflions of the other. The defeétion, however, 

of fo many perfons of diftinétion, not only weak- 

ened the Queen’s party, but added reputation 

to her adverfaries, 
Arrer the example of the parliament at Edin- 

burgh, that at Stirling began with framing atts 
againft the oppofite faction. But in the midtt of 
all the fecurity, which confidence in their own 
numbers or diftance from danger could infpire, 
they were awakened early in the morning of Sep- 
tember the third, by the fhouts of the enemy in | 
the heart of the town. In a moment the houfes — 
of every perfon of diftin&tion were furrounded, _ 
and before they knew what to think of fo firange 
an event, the Regent, the Earls of Argyll, Mor-* 
ton, Glencairn, Caffils, Eglinton, Montrofe, Bu- | 

chan, the Lords Sempil, Cathcart, Ogilvie, were 
all made prifoners, and mounted behind troop- 

ers, who were ready to carry them to Edinburgh, 

Kirkaldy was the author of this daring enter- 
é prife 5
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», prife; and if he had not been induced by the ill- 
timed folicitude of his friends about. his fafety, 
not to hazard his own perfon in conduéting it, 
that day might have terminated the conteft be- 
tween the two factions,and havereftored peace to 
his country, By his direétion four hundred men, 
under the command of Huntly, Lord Cland Ha- 
milton, and Scott of Buccleugh, fet out from 
Edinburgh, and, the better to conceal their de. 
fign, marched towards the fouth. But they foon 
wheeled to the right, and, horfes having been 
provided for the infantry, rode ftraight to Stir- 
ling. By four in the morning they arrived there; 
‘not one fentry was pofted on the walls, not a 
fingle man was awake about the place. They met 
with no refiftance from any perfon whom they 
attempted to feize, except Morton. He defend- 
ing his houfe with obftinate valour, they were 
obliged to fet it on fire, and he did not furrender 
tll forced out of it by the flames. In perform-_ 
ing this, fome time was confumed ; and the pri- 
vate men, unaccuftomed to regular difcipline, 
left their colours, and began to rifle the houfes 
and fhops of the citizens. The noife and uproar 
in the town reached the caftle. The Earl of 
Mar fallied out with thirty foldiers, fired brifkly 
upon the enemy, of whom almoft none but the 

. Officers kept together in a body. ‘The townfinen 
took arms to affift their governor; a fudden panic 
{truck the affailants; fome fled, fome furrendered 
themfelves to their own prifoners; and had not 
the borderers, who followed Scott, prevented a 
"purfuit, by carrying off all the horfes within the 
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place, not. a man would have efeaped. If the. 

Regent had not unfortunately been killed, the 

lofs on the King’s fide would have been as in. 

confiderable as the alarm was great. Think on the 

Archbifhop of St. Andrew's, was the word among 

the Queen’s foldiers; and Lennox fell a facrifice 

to his memory. The officer to whom he furren- _ 

dered, endeavouring to proteét him, loft his own 

life in his defence. He was flain, according to 

the general opinion, by command of Lord Claud 

Hamilton. Kirkaldy had-the glory of concert. 

ing this plan with great fecrecy and prudence; 

but Morton’s fortunate obftinacy, and the want 

of difcipline among his troops, deprived him of 
fuccefs, the only thing wanting to render this 
equal to the moft applauded military enterprifes 

of the kind*. ்‌ 
As fo many of the nobles were affembled, they 

proceeded without delay to the eleétion of a Re- 
gent. Argyll; Morton, and Mar, were candi- 
dates for the office. Mar was chofen by a majo- 
rity of voices. Amidft all the fierce diffentions 
which had prevailed fo long in Scotland, he had - 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his moderation, his hu- 
manity, and his difintereftednefs. As his power 
was far inferior to Argyll’s, and his abilities not 
fo.great as Morton’s, he was, for thefe reafons, 
lefs formidable to the other nobles. His merit, 
too, in having fo lately refcued the leaders of the 
party from imminent deftruétion, contributed — 
not alittle to his preferment. 

Waite thefe things were carrying on in Scot« 
land, the tranfaétions in England were no lefs 

® Mely. 226. Crawf. Mem. 204. 
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interefting to Mary, and ftill more fatal to her 80-0 k 
caufe.. The parliament of that kingdom, which VE 

_met in April, paffed an aét, by which it was de- = 
clared to be high treafon to claim any right to 
the crown during the life of the Queen; to affirm 
that the title of any other perfon was better than 
hers, or to maintain that the parliament had not 
power to fettle and to limit the order. of fuc- 
ceflion. This remarkable ftatute was intended 
not only for the fecurity of their own fovereign, 
but to curb the reftlefs and intriguing fpirit of 
the Scottifh Queen and her adherents’. 

Ar this time a treaty of marriage between Manisce 
Elizabeth and the Duke of Anjou, the French pcs" 
King’s brother, was well advanced. Both courts lve 
feemed to defire it with equal ardour, and gave Duke of 
out, with the utmoft confidence, that it could ~” 
not fail of taking place. Neither of them, how- 
ever, withed it fuccefs; and they encouraged it 

for no other end, but becaufe it ferved to cover 

or to promote their particular defigns. The 
whole policy of Catherine of Medicis was bent 
towards the accomplifhment of her deteftable 
projeét for the deftruétion of the Hugonot chiefs; 
and by carrying on a negociation for the mar- 
riage of her fon with a Princefs who was juftly 

efteemed the proteétrefs of that party, by yield. 

ing fome things in point of religion, and by dif- 

covering an indifference with regard to others, 

the hoped to amufe all the Proteftants in Eu- 

rope, and to lull afleep the jealoufy even of the 

" Hugonots themfelves. Elizabeth flattered herfelf 

¥ Camd, 436. : 
Z Ai with
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BOOK with reaping advantages of another kind. During 
VI. the dependence of the negociation, the French 

mee could not with decency give any open affiftance 

to the Scottifh Queen; if they conceived any 
hopes of fuccef’ in the treaty of marriage, they 
would of courfe intereft themfelves but coldly in 
her concerns ; Mary herfelf muft be dejeéted at 
lofing an ally, whom fhe had hitherto reckoned 
hermoft powerful proteétor; and, by interrupting 
her correfpondence with France, one fource, at 
leaft, of the cabals and intrigues which difturbed 
the kingdom would be ftopt. Both Queens fuc- 
ceeded in their fchemes. Catherine’s artifices 
impofed upon Elizabeth, and blinded the Hugo. ' 
nots. The French difcovered the utmoft indiffer- 
ence about the intereft of the Scottifh Queen ; 

and Mary, confidering that court as already united 
with her rival, turned for protection with more 
eagernefs than ever towards the King of Spain”. 
Philip, whofe dark and thoughtful mind de. 
lighted in the myftery of intrigue, had held 
a fecret correfpondence with Mary for fome 
time, by means of the Bifhop of Rofs, and 
had fupplied both herfelf and her adherents 
in Scotland with fmall fums of money, Ri- 
dolphi, a Florentine gentleman, who refided 
at London under the charaéter of a banker, 
and who aéted privately as an agent for the 
Pope, was the perfon whom the bifhop intrufted 

Norfil's with this negociation. Mary thought it neceffary 
in favour of Likewife to communicate the fecret to theDukeof . 
“i Norfolk, whom Elizabeth had lately reftored to 

4 Digges, 144,148. வி, 434. 
liberty,  
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‘liberty, upon his folemn promife to have no far- 
ther intercourfe with the Queen of Scots. This 
promife, however, he regarded {o little, that he 
continued to keep a conftant correfpondence 
with the captive Queen; while fhe laboured to 
nourifh his ambitious hopes, and to flrengthen 
his amorous attachment by letters written in the 
fondeft carefling ftrain. Some of thefe he mut 
have received at the very time when he made 
that folemn promife of holding no farther inter. 
courfe with her, in confequence of which Eliza- 
beth reftored him to liberty. Mary, ftill confi. 
dering him as her future hufband, took no ftep in 
any matter of moment without his advice. She 
early communicated to him her negociations 
with Ridolphi; and, in a long letter, which fhe 

wrote to him in cyphers*, after complaining of 
the bafenefS with which the French court had 
abandoned her intereft, fhe declared her inten- 
tion of imploring the afliftance of the Spanifh 
Monarch, which was now her only refource ; 
and recommended Ridolphi to his confidence, 
as a perfon capable both of explaining and ad- 

vancing the fcheme, The Duke. commanded 
Hickford, his fecretary, to decypher, ahd then 

.to burn this letter ; but,-whether he had been 
already gained by the court, or refolved at that 

_ time to betray Iris mafter, he difobeyed the lat- 

ter part of the order, and hid the letter, toge- 
ther with other treafonable papers, under the. 

Duke’s own bed. 
e, - 

* Haynes, 597, 598. | Hardw. State Papers, i. 190, &¢. 
Digges’s Compleat Ambaf: 147. 
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_ Ripoxpnt, ina conference with Norfolk, omit. 
ted none of thofe arguments, and {pared none of 
thofe promifes, which are the ufual incentives to 
rebellion. The Pope, he told him, had a great 

fum in readinefs to beftow in fo good a caufe, 

The Duke of Alva had undertaken to land ten 
thoufand men not far from London. The Catho. ~ 

lics, to a tan, would rife in arms. Many of the 

nobles were ripe for a revolt, and wanted only a 

leader. Half their nation had turned their eyes 
towards him, and called on him to revenge the 
unmerited injuries which he himfelf had fuf, 
fered; and to refcue an unfortunate Queen, who 

offered him her hand and her erown, as the re- 
ward of his fuccefs. Norfolk approved of the 
defign, and though he refufed to give Ridolphi 
any letter of credit, allowed him to ufe his name 
in negociating with the Pope and Alva®, ‘The 
Bifhop of Rofs, who, from the violence of his 
temper, and impatience to procure relief for his 
miftrefs, was apt to run into rafh and defperate 
defigns, advifed the Duke to affemble fecretly a 
few of his followers, and at onee to feize Eliza, 
beth’s perfon. But this the Duke rejected as a 
{cheme equally wild and hazardous. Meanwhile, 
the Englith court had received fome imperfect — 
information of the plot, by intercepting one of 
Ridolphi’s agents ; and an accident happened, 
‘which brought to light all the cireumftances of 
it. The Duke had employed Hickford to tranf- 
mit to Lord Herries fome money, which was to, 

இ 
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ந Anderf, li, 16k. 
3 be



OF SCOTLAND, 345 

_ be diftributed among Mary’s friends in Scotland. Boo K 
A perfon not in the fecret was intrufted with VE 
conveying it to the borders, and he, fufpeéting 
it from the weight to be gold, whereas he had 
been told that it was filver, carried it directly to 
the privy council, The Duke, his domeftics, and 
all who were privy, or could be fufpeéted of be- 
ing privy to the defign, wore taken inta cuftddy. 
Never did the accomplices in a’confpiracy difco- 
ver lefs firmnef’, or fervants betray an indulgent 
mafter with greater bafenefs. Every one con- Sept, 7. 
felled the whole of what he knew. Hickford 
gave direétions how io find the papers which he 
had hidden. The Duke himfelf, relying at firft 
on the fidelity of his affociates, and believing all 

_ dangerous papers to have been deftroyed, confi. 
dently afferted his own innocence; but when 
their depofitions and the papers themfelves were 
produced, aftonifhed at their treachery, he ae. 

knowledged his guilt, and implored the Queen’s 

mercy. His offence was too heinous, and too 
often repeated, to obtain pardon; and Elizabeth ்‌ 

thought it neceflary to deter her fubjeéts, by his 
punifhment, from holding correfpondence with 
the Queen of Scots, or her emiffaries. Being 
tried by his peers, he was found guilty of high 
treafon, and, after feveral delays, fuffered death 

for the crime‘. 
The difcovery of this confpiracy produced 

many effects, extremely detrimental to Mary’s 
intereft, The Bifhop of Rol’, who appeared, by 

* the confeffion of all concerned, to be the prime 

1571, 

© Anderf. iii, 149+ ‘State Trials, 185. 
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BOOK mover in every cabal againft Elizabeth, was 
VI. 

நரம, 

taken into cuftody, his papers fearched, himfelf 
committed to the Tower, treated with the utnzoft 

rigour, threatened with capital punifhment, and, 
after a long confinement, fet at liberty, on con 

dition that he fhould leave the kingdom. Mary 
was not only deprived of a fervant, equally emi- 
nent for his zeal and his abilities, but was denied 

from that time the privilege of having an am- 
baffador at the Englifh court. The Spanifh am- 
baffador, whom the power and dignity of the 
Prince he ‘reprefented. exempted from fuch 
infults as Rofs had fuffered, was commanded to 

leave England*. - As there was now the cleareft: 
evidence that Mary, from refentment of the 
wrongs fhe had fuffered, and impatience of the 
captivity in which fhe was held, would not feru- 

_ ple to engage in the moft hoftile and defperate 

Elizabeth’ 
declares 
openly 
againft the 
Queen’s 
par ly. 

O&. 23. 

enterprizes again{ft the eftablifhed government 
and religion, fhe began to be regarded as a pub- 
lic enemy, and was kept under a ftri€ter guard 
than formerly ; the number of her domettics was 
abridged, and no perfon permitted to fee her, but 
in prefence of her keepers*. 

Ar the fame time, Elizabeth, forefeeing the 
ftorm which was gathering on the Continent 
againft, her kingdom, began to with that tranquil- . 
lity were reftored in Scotland ; -and irritated by 
Mary’s late attempt againft her government, fhe 
determined to aét, without difeuife or ambiguity, 
in favour of the King’s party. This refolution 
fhe intimated to the leaders of both faétions. 

4 Digges, 163, © Strype, Ann, ii, ர 
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Mary, fhe told them, had held fuch a criminal Boo K 
correfpondence with her avowed enemies, and _ VE 
had excited fuch dangerous confpiracies both 
againft her crown and her life, that the would 
henceforth confider her as unworthy of protec- 
tion, and would never confent to reftore her to 

liberty, far lefs to replace her on her throne. 
She exhorted them, therefore, to unite in acknow- 
ledging the King’s authority. She promifed to 
procure, by her mediation, equitable terms for 
thofe who had hitherto oppofed it. But if they 
flill continued refraétory, the threatened to em- 
ploy her utmoft powerto compel them to fubmit'. 
Though this declaration did not produce an im- 
mediate effect ; though hoftilities continued in 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh; though, Hunt- 
ly’s brother, Sir Adam Gordon, by his bravery 
and good conduét, had routed the King’s adher- 
ents in the North in many encounters; yet, fuch 
an explicit difcoyery of Elizabeth’s fentiments 
contributed not alittle to animate one party, and 
to deprefs the f{pirit and hopes of the other*. 

As Morton, who commanded the Regent’s _ 1572. 

forces, lay at Leith, and Kirkaldy fill held out gricten 
the town and caftle of Edinburgh, fearce a day be 
paffed without a fkirmifh; and while both 
avoided any decifive aétion, they harraffed each 
other by attacking {mall parties, beating up quar- 
ters, and intercepting convoys. Thefe operations, 
though little memorable in themfelves, kept the 
paflions of both faétions in perpetual exercife 
cand agitation, and wrought them up, at laft, toa 

£ See Append. No. XXXVII. & Cald.ii. 289, 294- 
Strype, ii, 70. 
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degree of fury, which rendered them regardlefy 
not only of the laws of war, but of the principles 
of humanity. Nor was it in the field alone, and 
during the heat of combat, that this implacable 
rage appeared ; both parties hanged the pri. 
foners which they took, of whatever rank or qua. 
lity, without mercy, and without trial. Great 
numbers ‘fuffered in this fhocking manner ; the | 
unhappy viétims were led, by fifties at a in to 
execution; and it was not till both fides had — 
farted feverely, that they difcontinued. this — 
barbarous praétice, fo reproachful to the cha- 
raéter of the nation". Meanwhile, thofe in the 
town and caftle, though they had received afup. © 
ply of money from the Duke of Alva', began to 
fuffer for want of provifions. As Morton had de- 
ftroyed all the mills in the neighbourhood of the 
city, and had planted {mall garrifons in all the 
houfes of ftrength around it, fearcity daily in- 
ereafed. At laft all the miferies of famine were 
felt, and they muft have been foon reduced to 
fuch extremities, as would have forced them to 

capitulate, if the Englifh and French ambafia. 
dors had not procured a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
between the two parties*. 

Tuovcu the negociation for a marriage be- | 
tween Elizabeth and the Duke of Anjou had been 
fruitlefs, both Charles and fhe were defirous of 
concluding a defenfive alliance bétween the two 
crowns. He confidered fuch a treaty not only as 
the beftadvice for blinding theProteftants, againft 
whom the confpiracy was now almoft ripe for exe-" 

43 
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‘,eution; but as a good precaution, likewife, BOOK 
againft the dangerous confequences to which 
that,atrocious meafure might expofe him. Elis 157% 
zabeth, who had hitherto r eigned without a fingle 
ally, now faw her kingdom fo threatened with 
inteftine commotions, or expoled to invafions 
from abroad, that fhe was extremely folicitous to 
fecure the affiftance of: fo powerful a neighbour. 
The difficulties arifing from the fituation of the 
Scottith Queen were the chief occafions of any 
delay. Charles demanded fome,terms of advan- 
tage for Mary and her party. Elizabeth refufed 
to liften to any propofition of that kind. Her 
obftinacy overcame the faint efforts of the French 
Monarch. Mary’s name was not fo much as men- 

- tioned in the treaty ; and with regard to Scottifh 
affairs, a fhort article was inferted, in general and 
ambiguous terms, to this purpofe; “ That the Apri 1. 
parties contraéting fhall make no innovations in 
Scotland; nor fuffer any ftranger to enter, and . 
to foment the factions there ; but it fhall be law- 
ful for the Queen of England to chattife, by force 
of arms, thofe Scots who {hall continue to har- 

bour the Englifh rebels now in Scotland'.” In 
confequence of this treaty, France and England 
affected to act in concert with regard to Scotland, 
and Le Croc and Sir William Drury appeared 
there, in the name of their refpeétive fovereigns. 
By their mediation, a truce for two months was 
agreed upon, and during that time conferences _ 
were to be held between the leaders of the oppo- 

ரு 16 faGtions, in order to accommodate their dif 
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truce afforded a feafonable interval of tranquillity 
to the Queen’s adherents in the South: buti im 

the North it proved fatal to her imtereft. Sir 
Adam Gordon had ftill maintained his reputation 
and fuperiority there. Several parties,under dif- 
ferent officers, were fent againft him. Some of 
them he attacked in the field; again{t others he 
employed ftratagem; and as his courage and con- 
dué were equal, none of his enterprifes failed of 
fuccefs. He made war too with the humanity — 
‘which became fo gallant a man, and gained 

ground by that, no lefs than by the terror of his 
arms. Ifhe had not been obliged by the truce 
to fufpend his operations, he would in all proba- 
bility have brought that part of the kingdom to 
fubmit entirely to the Queen’s authority”. 

Norwirusranpine Gordon’s bravery and fuc- 
௦௦%, Mary’s intereft was on the decline, not only 

in her own kingdom, but among the Englifh. 
Nothing could be more offenfive to that nation, 
jealous of foreigners, and terrified at the profpe& 
of the Spanith yoke, than her negociations with 
the Duke of Alva. The Parliament, which met in 
May, proceeded againft her as themoft dangerous 
enemy of the kingdom; and, after a folemn con- 
ference between the Lords and Commons, both 
houfes agreed in bringing in a bill to declare her 
guilty of high treafon, and to deprive her of all 
right of பண்ண tothecrown. 11/5 2722/ 020/% 
as it was then called, oceupied them வண்கை the 

™ Crawf. Mem. ்‌ 
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» whole feffion, and was carried on with much ட ௪௩ 
unanimity. Elizabeth, though fhe applauded VI. 
their zeal, and approved greatly of the courfe 
they were taking, was fatisfied with thewing 
Mary what fhe might expeét from the refentment 
of the nation ; but as fhe did not yet think it 
time to proceed to the moft violent extremity 

again{t her, the prorogued the parliament’. , 

157%, 

Turse fevere proceedings of the Englifh Par- The French 

liament were not more mortifying to Mary, than 
the coldnefs and negleét of her allies the French. 
The Duke of Montmorency, indeed, who came 
over to ratify the league with Elizabeth, made a 
fhew of interefting himfelf in favour of the Scot- 
tith Queen ; but, inftead of foliciting for her li- 

berty, ‘or her reftoration to her throne, all that 
he demanded was a flight mitigation of the rigour 
of her imprifonment. Even this fmall requeft he ்‌ 
urged with fo little warmth or importunity, that 
no regard was paid to it°. a 

negle&t her 
intereft, 

Tus alliance with France afforded Elizabeth Th ™- 
facre of 

much fatisfaétion, and fhe expected from it a Pars. 

great increafe of fecurity. She now turned her 

whole attention towards Scotland, where the ani- 

mofities of the two factions were ftill fo high, and - 

fo many interfering interefts to be adjufted, that. 

ageneral pacification feemed to be at a great 

diftance. But while the laboured to bring them 

to fome agreement, an event happened which 

filled a great part. of Europe with aftonifhment 
and with horror. This was the maffacre at Paris; 

®. - ® —D’Ewes, Joura. 206, &c. ® Jebb, ii. உ 

an
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BOOK an attempt, to which there is no parallel in the « 

_t_, hiftory of mankind, either for the long train of 

t572 craft and‘diffimulation with which it was con- 

‘rived, or for the cruelty and barbarity with which 

it was carried into execution. By the moft folemn 

promifes of fafety and of favour, the leaders of 

the Proteftants were drawn to court; and though 

doomed to deftruétion, they were received with 

careffes, loaded with honours, and treated, for 

feven months, with every poflible mark of fami- . 

Aut 24. liarity and of confidence. In the midft of their 

fecurity, the warrant for their deftruétion was 

iffued by their fovereign, on whofe word they 

had relied; and, in obedience to it, their country- 

men, their fellow-citizens, and companions, im- 

prued their hands in their blood. Ten thoufand 

Proteftants, without diftinction of age, or fex, or 

condition, were murdered in Paris alone. The 

fame barbarous orders were fent to other parts of 
the kingdom, afd a like carnage enfued. This 
deed, which rio Popifh writer, in the prefent age, 
mentions without deteftation, was at that time ap- 
plauded in Spain; and at Rome folemn thankfgiv- 

ings were offered to God for its fuccefs. But 
among the Proteftants, it excited incredible hor- 
ror; a ftriking piéture of which is drawn by the 
French ambaffador at the court of England, in 

his account of his firft audience after the maf: 
facre. ‘ A gloomy forrow,” fays he, “ fat on 

every face; filence as in the dead of night, 
reigned through all the chambers of the royal . 
apartment ; the ladies and courtiers were ranged 

on each fide, all clad in deep mourning, and 
as
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',as I paffed through them, not one beftowed on 
mea civil look, or made the leaft return to my 

' falutes?.”” 
Bur horror .was not the only pafiion with 

~which this event infpired the Proteftants ; it 
filled them with. fear: They confidered it as 
the prelude to fome greater blow, and believed, 
not without much probability, that all the Po- 
pith Princes had confpired the deftruétion of 
their fect. This opinion was of no fmall dif 
fervice to Mary’s affairs in Scotland. Many of 
her adherents were Proteftants ; and, though 

they wifhed her reftoration, were not willing, 

on that account, to facrifice the faith which 

they profeffed. ‘They dreaded her attachment 
to a religion which allowed its votaries to violate 
the moft folemn engagements, and prompted 
them to perpetrate the moft barbarous crimes. 
A general confederacy of the Proteftants feemed 
to them the only thing that coulduphold the Re- 

formation again{t. the league which was formed 

to overturn it. Nor could the prefent eftablith- 

ment of religion be long maintained in Britain, 

but by a ftriét union with Elizabeth, and by the 

concurrence of both nations, in efpoufing the 

defence of it as a common caufe*. 

_Encouracep by this general difpofition to 

place confidence in her, Elizabeth refumed a 

feheme which fhe had formed during the re- 

gency of the Earl.of Murray, of fending Mary 

as a prifoner into Scotland. But her fentiments 

“and fituation were now very different from what 

P Carte, iil. 522. 9 Digges, 244. 267. 
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Murray. Her animofity againft the Queen of 
Scots was greatly augmented by recent expe- 
rience, which taught her that fhe had inclina- 
tion as well as power, not only to difturb the 
tranquillity of her reign, but to wreft from her 

the crown; the party in Scotland favourable to 
Mary was almoft entirely broken; and there 
was no reafon to dread any danger from France, 
which ftill continued to court her friendthip. 
She aimed, accordingly, at fomething very dif- 
ferent from that which fhe had in view three 
‘years before. Then fhe difcovered a laudable 
folicitude, not only for the fafety of Mary’s 
life, but for fecuring to her treatment fuited to 
her rank. Now fhe required, as an expres 
condition, that immediately after Mary’s arrival 
in Scotland, fhe fhould be brought to public 
trial ; and, having no doubt that fstitence would 
‘be paifed acedtding to her deferts, fhe infifted 
that, for the good of both kingdoms, it fhould 

be executed without delay’. No tranfaétion, 

perhaps, in Elizabeth’s reign, merits more fevere 
cenfure. Eager to cut fhort the days of a rival, 
the objeét both of her hatred and dréad, and 
no lefs anxious to avoid the blame to which fuch 
a deed of violence might expofe her, the la- 
boured, with timid and ungenerous artifice, to 

transfer the odium of it from herfelf to Mary’s 
own fubjeécts. The Earl of Mar, happily for 
the honour of his country, had more virtue than 

€ 
* Murdin, 224. 

to
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‘to liften to fuch an ignominious propofal; and 
, Elizabeth did not venture to renew it. 

Waite fhe was engaged in purfuing this infi- 
dious meafure, the Regent was more honourably 
employed in endeavouring to negociate a general 
peace among his countrymen. As he laboured 
for this purpofe with the utmoft zeal, and the 
adverfe faction placed entire confidence in his 
integrity, his endeavours could hardly have 
failed of being fuccefsful. Maitland and Kirk- 
aldy came fo near to an agreement with him, 
that fcarce any thing remained, except the for- 
mality of figning the treaty. But Morton had 
not forgotten the difappointment he met with in 
his pretenfions to the regency; his abilities, his 
wealth, and the patronage of the court of Eng- 
land, gave him greater {way with the party, 
than even the Regent himfelf; and he took 
pleafure in thwarting every meafure purfued by 
him. He was afraid that, if Maitland and his 

affociates recovered any fhare in the adminiftra- 

tion, his own influence would be confiderably 

diminifhed; and the Regent, by their means, 

would acquire that afcendant which belonged to 

his tation. With him concurred all thofe who 

were in poffeffion of the lands which belonged 

OF SCOTLAND. 

and their avarice, fruftrated the Regent’s pious 

intentions, and retarded a blefling fo necefiary 

to the kingdom, as the eftablithment of peace*. 

Sucu a difcovery of the felfifhnefs and ambi- 

re AA2 deep   ae 
to any of the Queen’s party. His ambition, 
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tion which reigned among his party, made a- 

\ § Melv. 233. Crawf. Mem. 237. ்‌
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BOOK deep impreflion on the Regent, who loved his’ 
country, and withed for peace with much 
ardour. ‘This inward grief broke his fpirit, and 
by degrees brought on a fettled melancholy, 
that ended in a diftemper, of which he died on 
the twenty-ninth of Oétober. -He was, perhaps, 
the only perfon in the kingdom who could have’ 
enjoyed the office of Regent without envy, and 
have left it without lofs of reputation. ~Notwith- 
ftanding their mutual animofities, both faétions 

acknowledged his views to be honourable, and. 
his integrity te be uncorrupted *. 

No competitor now appeared againtft Morton. 
The Queen of England ele fupported his 
claim, and notwithitanding the fears of the peo- 
ple, and the jealoufy of the nobles, he was 
elected Regent ; the fourth who, in the {pace of 

ess years, had held that dangerous office. 
As the truce had been prolonged to the fir 

of January, ‘this gave him an opportunity of 
continuing the negociations with the oppofite 
party, which had been fet on foot by his prede- 

 ceffor. They produced no effects, however, 
till the beginning of the next year. 

Brrore we proceed to thefe, fome events, 
hitherto untouched, deferve our notice. | 

Tue Earl of Northumberland who had been | 
kept prifoner in Lochlevin ever fince his flight | 
into Scotland, in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and fixty-nine, was given up to Lord 
Hunfdon, Governor of Berwick ; and being car- 

ried to York, fuffered there the punifhment of 

5 Crawf. Mem. 247. ்‌ 
ச his |
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‘his rebellion, The King’s party were fo fenfible BOOK 
of their dependeuce on Elizabeth’s protection, VI. 
that it was fearcely poffible for them to refufe “4 
putting into her hands a perfon who had taken my 
up arms againft her; but, as a fum ‘of money 

, was paid on that account, and fhared between 
» Morton and Douglas of Lochlevin, the former 

of whom, during his exile in England, had been 
much indebted to Northumberland’s friendthip, 
the abandoning this unhappy nobleman, in fuch 
a manner, to certain deftruétion, was univer- 
fally condemned as a moft ungrateful and mer- 
cenary action", = 

Tuts year was remarkable for a confiderable Amir or 
innovation in the government of the chureh, "°°" 
Soon after the Reformation, the Popith bifhops 
had been confirmed by law in poffeffion of part 
of their benefices; but the {piritual jurifdic- 
tion, which belonged to their order, was ex- 
ercifed by fuperintendants, though with more 
moderate authority. On the death of the 
Archbifhop of St. Andrews, Morton obtained 
from the crown a grant of the temporalities of 
that fee. - But as it was thought indecent for a 

layman to hold a benefice to which the cure of 
fouls was annexed, he procured Douglas, reétor 
of the univerfity of St. Andrews, to be chofen 
Archbifhop ; and, allotting him a {mall penfion 
out of the revenues of the fee, retained the re- 
mainder in his own hands. ‘The nobles, who 
faw the advantages which they might reap from 
fuch a practice, fupported him in the execution _ 

* Crawf. Mem. 55.222. Camd. 445. 
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a) 
157% 

to the clergy, who, inftead of perpetuating an 
order whofe name and power were odious to - 
them, wifhed that the revenues which had be- 

longed to it might be employed in fupplying 
fuch parifhes as were ftill unprovided with fettled. 
paftors. But, on the one hand, it would have 

been rafh in the clergy to have irritated too 
much noblemen, on whom the very exiftence of 
the Proteftant church in Scotland depended ; 
and Morton, on the other, conducted his fcheme 

with fuch dexterity, and managed them with fo 
much art, that it was at laft agreed, in a con- 
vention compofed of the leading men among 
the clergy, together with a committee of privy 
council, * That the name and office of Arch- 
bithop and Bifhop thould be continued during 
the King’s minority, and thefe dignities be con- 
ferred upon the beft qualified among the Pro- 
teftant minifters; but that, with regard to their 
fpiritual jurifdiétions, they fhould be fubject to 
the general affembly of the church.” Tie rules 
to be obferved in their eleGtion, and the perfons 
who were to fupply the place, and enjoy the pri- 
vileges which belonged to the dean and chapter | 
in times of Popery, were likewife particularly 
{pecified*. The whole being laid. before the 
General Affembly, after fome exceptions to the . 
name of Archbi/hop, Dean, Chapter, &c., and a 
proteftation that it fhould be confidered only 
as a temporary conftitution, until one more 
perfeét could be introduced, it obtained the ap- , 

* Cald, ii. 305, : 

proba-
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probation of that court’. Even Knox, who was Boo K 
prevented from attending the affembly by the ill VI. 

“ftate of his health, though he declaimed loudly ~ 1572 
againft the fimoniacal paétion to which Douglas 
owed his preferment, and blamed the nomina- 
tion of a perfon worn out with age and infirmi- 
ties, to an office which required unimpaired 
vigour both of body and mind, feems not to 
have condemned the proceedings of the conven- 
tion; and, in a letter to the affembly, approved 
of fome of the regulations with refpeét to the 
eleétion of bifhops, as worthy of being carefully 
obferved*. In confequence of’ the affembly’s 
confent to the plan agreed upon in the conven- 
tion, Douglas was inftalled in his office, and at 
the fame time an Archbifhop of Glafgow and a 
Bifhop of Dunkeld were chofen from among the 
Proteftant clergy. ‘They were all admitted to 
the place in parliament which belonged to the 
ecclefiaftical order. But in imitation of the 
example fet by Morton, fuch bargains were 
made with them by different noblemen, as gave 
them poffeffion only of a very fall part of the 
revenues which belonged to their fees*. 

Soon after the diffolution of this affembly, ar 
Knox, the prime inftrument-of fpreading and character of 
eftablifhing the reformed religion in Scotland, a 
ended his life, in the fixty-feventh year of his 
age. Zeal, intrepidity, difintereftednefs, were 
virtues which he poffeffed in an eminent degree. 
He was acquainted too with the learning culti- ர 

. vated among divines in that age; and excelled 

¥Id. 354. % See Appendix, NoXXXVIII. * Spotfw. as 
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to roufe and to inflame’. His maxims, how- 
ever, were often too fevere, and the impetuofity ~ 
of his temper ‘exceflive. Rigid and uncomply- 

‘ing himfelf, he fhewed no indulgence to the 
infirmities of others. Regardlefs of the diftine>’ 
tions of rank and ‘character, he uttered his admo- 

nitions with an acrimony and vehemence, more 
apt to irritate than to reclaim. This often be- 
trayed him into indecent and undutiful expref 
fions with refpeé to the Queen’s perfon and con- 

dué&. Thofe very qualities, however, which now 

> A ftriking defcription of that fpecies of eloquence for 
which Knox was diftinguifhed, is given by one of his contem- 

poraries, Mr. James Melville, minitter of Anftruther. “ But of 
all the benefits I had that year [1541], was the coming of 
that moft notable Prophet and Apoftle of our nation, Mr. 
John Knox, to St. Andrews, who, by the fa€tion of the Queen 

occupying the caftle and town of Edinburgh, was compelled 
to remove therefra with a number of the beft, and chufed 

to come to St. Andrews. I heard him teach there the:pro- 

phecies of Daniel that fummer and the winter following. I 
had my pen and little buike, and took away fic things as I 

could comprehend. In the opening of his text, he was mo- 
derate the {pace of half an hour; but when he entered to ap- 
plication, he made me fo to grue [thrill] and tremble that I 
could not hald the pen to write. He was very weak. I 
faw him every day of his do€trine go hulie [flowly] and fair, 
with a furring of marticks about his neck, a ftaff in the one 
hand, and good godlie Richart Ballenden helding {him up 
by the oxter [under the arm], from the abbey to the parifh 
kirk ; and he the faid Richart and another fervant lifted him 
up to the pulpit, were he behoved to lean at his firft entrie; 
but e’re he was done with his fermon, he was fo a@tive and 
vigorous, that he was like to ding the pulpit in blads [beat the 
pulpit to pieces], and fly out of it.” MS. Life of Mr. James 
Melville, communicated to me by Mr. Paton of the Cultom- 

houfe, Edinburgh, p. 14. 21. ; 
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. render his character lefs amiable, fitted him to be 
the inflrument of Providence for advancing the 

. Reformation among a fierce people, and enabling 
him to face dangers, and to furmount oppofition, 
from which a perfon of a more gentle tpirit would 
have been apt to fhrink back. By an unwearied 
application to fludy and to bufinefs, as well as 
by the frequency and fervour of his public dif- 
courfes, he had worn out a conftitution natu- 

rally robuft. During a lingering illnefs he dif- 
covered the utmoft fortitude; and met the 
approaches of death with a magnanimity infepa- 
rable from his charaéter. He was conftantly 
employed in aéts of devotion, and comforted 
himfelf with thofe profpeéts of immortality 
which not only preferve good men from defpond- 

ing, but fill them with exultation in their laft 

moments. The Earl of Morton, who was pre- 

fent at his funeral, pronounced his eulogium in 

a few words, the more honourable for Knox, as 

they came from one whom he bad often cenfured 

with peculiar feverity: “ There lies He, who 

never feared the face of man ”.” 

Tuoucu Morton did not defire peace from 

fuch generous motives as the former Regent, he 

laboured, however, in good earneft, to eftablith 

it. The public confufions and calamities, to 

which he owed his power and importance when 

he was‘only the fecond perfon in the nation, 

were extremely detrimental to him now that he 

was raifed to be the firft. While fo many of the 

nobles continued in arms againft him, his au- 

» Spotfw. 266. Cald. ii. 273. 
thority 

361 

BOOK 
VI. 
ed 

157% 

1573. 
The Regent 
treat. with 

the Queen's 
party.



362° THE HISTORY 
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‘ A , carious. Elizabeth was no lefs defirous of extin- 

157%  guifhing the flame which fhe had kindled and. - 
kept fo long alive in Scotland’. She had difco. 

_ vered the ரை with France, from which fhe 

had expected fuch advantages, to be no founda- 
tion of fecurity. ‘Though appearances of friend- 
fhip ftill fubfifted between her and that court, 
and Charles daily renewed his proteftations of 
inviolable adherence to the treaty, fhe was con- 

vinced, by a fatal example, how little fhe ought 
to rely on the promifes or oaths of that perfidious 
monarch. Her ambaflador warned her that the 

. French held fecret correfpondence with Mary’s 
adherents in Scotland, and encouraged them in 
their-obftinacy*. The Duke of Alva carried on 
his intrigues in that kingdom with lefs difguife. 
She was ‘perfuaded that they would embrace the 
firft ferene interval, which the commotions in 
France and in ,the Netherlands would allow 
them, and openly attempt to land a body of - 
men in Scotland. She refolved, therefore, to 

prevent their getting any footing in the ifland, 
and to cut off all their hopes “of finding any 
afliftance there, by uniting the two parties. 

His over= Tue fituation of Mary’s னன enabled the 
jected by Regent to carry on his negociations with them to 
Mritand great advantage. {They were now divided into 

kaldy. two factions. At the head of the one were ‘Cha- 
telherault and Huntly. Maitland and Kirkaldy 
were the leaders of the other. Their high rank, 

~ their extenfive property, andthe numbers of their 

* Digges, 299, @ Td, 296. 312. 
fol-
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', followers, rendered the former confiderable. The 3 0 o 
latter were indebted for their importance to  V- 
their perfonal abilities, and to the ftrength of தட 

the caftle of Edinburgh, which was in their 
poffeflion. The Regent had no intention to 
comprehend both in the fame treaty; but as he 
dreaded that the Queen’s party, if it remained 
entire, would be able to thwart and embarrafs 
his adminiftration, he refolved to divide and 
weaken it, by a feparate negociation. He made 
the firft overture to Kirkaldy and his affociates, 
and endeavoured to renew the negociation with 
them, which, during the life of his predeceffor, 
had been broken off by his own artifices. But 
Kirkaldy knew Morton’s views, and fyftem of 
government, to be very different from thofe of 
the former Regent. Maitland confidered him 
as a perfonal and implacable enemy. They 

received repeated affurances of protection from 

France; and though the fiege of Rochelle em- 

ployed the French arms at that time, the fame 

hopes, which had fo often deceived the party, 

ftill amufed them, and they expected that the 

- obftinacy of the Hugonots would foon be fub- 

dued, and that Charles would then be at liberty 

to aét with vigour in Scotland. Meanwhile a 

fupply ‘of money was fent, and if the caftle 

could be held out till Whitfimday, effectual aid 

was promifed’. Maitland’s genius delighted in 

forming {chemes that were dangerous ; and 

Kirkaldy poffeffed the intrepidity neceflary for 

, putting them in execution. The caftle, they 

© Digges, 314. k 

new,  
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pookx knew, was fo fituated, that it might defy all the,” 
VL. Regent’s power. Elizabeth, they hoped, would 

577 not violate the treaty with France, by fending 4 
forces to his affiftance ; and if the French fhould 

be able to land any confiderable body of men, 
it might be poflible to deliver the Queen from 
captivity, or, at leait, to balance the influence 

of France and England in fuch a manner, as to - 
refcue Scotland from the difhonourabe depend- 
ence upon the latter, under whiclr it had ‘fallen, 

This fplendid but chimerical projeét they pre- 
ferred to the friendfhip of Morton. They en- 
couraged the negociation, however, becaufe it 

ferved to gain time; they propofed, for the fame 
purpofe, that the whole of the Queen’s party 
fhould be comprehended in it, and that Kirk- 

aldy fhould retain the command of the caftle 
fix months after the treaty was figned. His 
intereft prompted the Regent to rejeét the 
former ; his penetration difeovered the danger — 
of complying with the latter; and all hopes of 
accommodation vanifhed’. 

As foon as the truce expired, Kirkaldy began 
to fire on the city of Edinburgh, which by the 
return of the inhabitants whom he had expelled, 
was devoted as zealoufly as ever to the King’s 
caufe. But, as the Regent had now fet on foot 
a treaty with Chatelherault and Huntly, the 
ceflation of arms ftill continued with them. 

meee ‘Tony were lefs { crupulous than the other party, 
herault and and liftened eagerly to his overtures. The Duke 
Huntly. 

was naturally unfteady, and the approach of old, 

 £ Melv. 235, &c. , 
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,age increafed his irrefolution, and averfion to 
eau The miferies of civil difcord had afflicted 

‘ Scotland almoft five years, a length of time far 
beyond the duration of any former conteft. 
The war, inftead of doing fervice, had been 
detrimental to the னப்‌ $ and more ruinous 
than any foreign invafion to the kingdom.» In 
‘profecuting it, neither party had ர்‌ much 
honour ; both had fuffered great loffes, and had 
exhaufted their own வை, in wafting thofe of 
their adverfaries. The commons were in the 
utmoft mifery, and longed ardently for a peace, 
which might terminate this fruitlefs but de- 
ftructive quarrel. 

- A crear ftep was taken towards this defirable 
event, by the treaty concluded at Perth, between 
the Regent on one hand, and Chatelherault and 
Huntly on the other, under the mediation of 
Killigrew, Elizabeth’s ambaflador®. The chief 
articles in it were thefe: that all the parties 

' comprehended in the treaty fhould declare their 
approbation of the reformed religion now eftab- 
lithed in the kingdom ; that they fhould fubmit 
to the King’s government, and own Morton’s 

. authority as Regent ; that they fhould acknow- 
ledge every thing done in oppofition to the. 
King, fince his coronation, to be illegal ; that 
on both fides the prifoners who had been taken 
fhould be fet at liberty, and the eftates which 
had been forfeited fhould be reftored to their . 

proper owners ; that the aét of attainder pafled 
againft the Queen’s adherents fhould be re- 

pealed, and indemnity granted for all the crimes 

= _ © See Appendix, No. ORK : 
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BO OK of which they had been guilty fince the fifteenth : 

VI. _, of Jute onethoufand five hundred and fixty-feven; 
1573: and that the treaty fhould be ratified by the com. | 

_ mon confent of both parties in parliament". 
Siege ofthe ~ KirKaLpy, though abandoned by his affo- 

Edinburgh ciates, who neither difcovered folicitude nor 
made provifion for his fafety, did not lofe 
courage, nor entertain any thoughts of accom- 
modation'’. Though all Scotland had now fub- 
mitted to the King, he ftill refolved to defend 
the caftle in the Queen’s name, and to wait the 
arrival of the promifed fuccours. The Regent 
was in want of every thing neceflary for carrying 
ona fiege. But Elizabeth, who, determined at 

any rate to bring the diffenfions in Scotland to 
a period before the French could find leifure to 
take part in the quarrel, foon afforded him fuffi- 
cient fupplies. Sir William Drury marched into 
Scotland with fifteen hundred foot, and a con- 

_fiderable train oftartillery. The Regént joined 
» Crawf. Mem..251. , 
i Melvil, whofe brother, Sir Robert, was one of thofe who 

joined with Kirkaldy in the defence of the caftle, and who 
was himfelf ftrongly attached to their party, afferts that 
Kirkaldy offered to accept of any reafonable terms of com- 
pofition, but that all his offers were rejected by the Regent. 

Melv. 240. But, as Elizabeth was, at that time, extremely 

defiroys of reftoring peace in Scotland, and her ambaflador 

Killegrew, as well as the Earl of Rothes, ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to perfuade Kirkaldy to accede to the treaty of 
Perth, it feems more credible to impute the continuance of 

hoftilities to Kirkaldy’s obftinacy, his diftruft of Morton, or 
his hope of foreign aid, than to any other caufe. 

That this was really the cafe, is evident from the pofitive 
teflimony of Spot{w. 269, 270. Camd. 448. Johnft. Hift. 
3,4» Digges, 334: Crawford’s account agrees, in the main, 
with theirs, Mem..263. 

hiny 
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‘,him with all his forces; and trenches were Bo OK 
opened and approaches regularly carried on VE 

, againft the caftle. Kirkaldy, though difcouraged aa 
by the lofs of a great fum of money remitted to 4?" 25- 
him from France, and which fell into the Re- 
gent’s hands through the treachery of Sir James 
Balfour, the moft corrupt man of that age, de- 
fended himfelf with bravery augmented sby 
defpair. Three-and-thirty days he refifted all 
the efforts of the Scotch and Englifh, who 
puthed on their attacks with courage, and with 
emulation. Nor did he demand a parley, till 
the fortifications were battered down, and one 
of the wells in the caftle dried up, and the other 
choaked with rubbifh. Even then, his fpirit 
was unfubdued, and he determined rather to 

fall’ glorioufly behind the laft intrenchment, 
than to yield to his inveterate enemies. But 
his garrifon was not animated with the fame 
heroic or defperate refolution, and rifing in a 
mutiny, forced him to capitulate. He furren- may 29. 

dered himfelf to Drury, who promifed, in the 
name of his miftrefs, that he fhould be favour- 
ably treated. Together with him, James Kirk- 
aldy his brother, Lord Home, Maitland, Sir 

Robert Melvil, a few citizens of Edinburgh, 
and about, one hundred and fixty foldiers, were 
made prifoners*. 

Srverat of the officers, who had been kept in 
pay during the war, prevailed on their men to 
accompany them into the Low-Countries, and 

: entering into the fervice of the States, added, by 
their gallant behaviour, to the reputation for mi- 

K Cald, ii. 408. Melv. 240. Crawf. Mem, 265. 

4 . litary
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BOO K litary virtue which has always been the charac., 
VI. 

1573- 
Review of 
the charac- 
ter of hoth 
parties, 

teriftic of the Scottifh nation. 
Tuus by the treaty with Chatelherault and ¢ 

Huntly, and the furrender of the caftle, the 
civil wars in Scotland were brought to a period, 
When we review the ftate of the nation, and 
compare the ftrength of the two faétions, Mary’s 
partifans among the nobles appear, manifeftly, 
to have been fuperior both in numbers and in 
power. But thefe advantages were more than 
counterbalanced by others, which their anta- 
gonifts enjoyed. Political abilities, military 
fkill, and all the talents which times of ation 
form, or call forth, appeared chiefly on the 
King’s fide. Nor could their enemies boatt of 
any man, who equalled the intrepidity of Mur- 
ray, tempered with wifdom; the profound fa. 
gacity of Morton; the fubtle genius, and infi- 
nuating addrefs, of Maitland; or the fuccefsful 
valour of Kirkaldy ; all of which were, at firtt, 
employed in laying the foundations of the King’s 
authority. On the one fide, meafures were con- 
certed with prudence, and executed with vi- 
gour; on the other, their refolutions were rafh, 
and their conduét feeble. The people, ani- 
mated with zeal for religion, and prompted by 
indignation againft the Queen, warmly fup- 
ported the King’s caufe. The clergy threw the 
whole weight of their popularity into the fame 
feale. By means of thefe, as well as by the 
powerful interpofition of England, the King’s 
government was finally eftablifhed. Mary loft , 
even that thadow of fovereiguty, which, தார்‌ | 

; a
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‘ allher fufferings the had hitherto retained among BOO 
part of her own fubjeéts. As fhe was no lenger VI 

, permitted to have an ambaffador at the court of Toe 
England, the only mark of dignity Which fhe 
had, for fome time, enjoyed there, fhe muft 

' henceforth be confidered as an exile {tripped of 
all the enfigns of royalty ; guarded with anxiety 
in the one kingdom, and totally deferted or for- 
gotten in the other. 

Kirxarpy and his affociates remained in’ Kirkaldy 
Drury’s cuftody, and were treated by him with **° — 
great humanity, until the Queen of England, 
whofe prifoners they were, fhould determine 
their fate. Morton infifted that they fhould 
fuffer the punifhment due to their rebellion and 
obftinacy ; and declared that, fo long as they 
were allowed to live, he did not reckon his own 

perfon or authority fecure; and Elizabeth, 
without regarding Drury’s honour, or his pro- 
mifes in her name, gave them,up to the Re- 
gent’s difpofal. He firft confined them to fe- 
parate prifons; and:foon after, with Elizabeth’s Augut 3, 
confent, condemned Kirkaldy, and his brother, 
to be hanged at the crofs of Edinburgh. Mait- 
land, who did not expeét to be treated more 
favourably, prevented the ignominy of a public 
execution by a voluntary death, and “ ended 
“ his days,” fays Melvil, “after the old Roman 

“ fafhion'.”” . 
Wuite the Regent was wreaking his vengeance 

on the remains of her party in Scotland, Mary, 
incapable of affording them any relief, bewailed 

. 1 Melv. 242. : 

7702, 77, BES - their
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BOOK their misfortunes in the folitude of her prifon. 

1573 

At the fame time her health began to be much ‘ 

impaired by confinement and want of exercife, 
- At the entreaty of the French ambaflador, Lord 
Shrewfbury, her keeper, was permitted to con- 
dué& her to Buxton-wells, not far from Tuth-_ 
bury, the place of her imprifonment. Cecil, 
who had lately been created Baron of Burleigh, 
and Lord High Treafurer of England, happened 
to be there at the fame time. Though no mi- 
nifter ever entered more warmly into the views 
of a fovereign, or gave ftronger proofs of his 
fidelity and attachment, than this great man, 
yet fuch was Elizabeth’s diftruft of every perfon 
who approached the Queen of Scots, that her 
{ufpicions, in confequence of this interview, 
feem to have extended even to him ; and while 
Mary juftly reckoned him her moft dangerous 
enemy, he found fome difficulty in perfuading 
his own miftrefs that he was not partial to that 
unhappy Queen™. 

Tue Duke of Alva was this year recalled from 
the government of the Netherlands, where his 
haughty and oppreffive adminiftration roufed a 
{pirit, in attempting to fubdue which, Spain ex- 
haufted its treafures, ruined its armies, and loft 

its glory. Requefens, who fucceeded him, was 
of a milder temper, and ofa lefs enterprifing' 
genius. This event delivered Elizabeth from 
the perpetual difquietude occafioned by Alva’s » 
negociations with the Scottith ees and his 
zeal for her intereft. 

™ Strype, ii. 248. 288. 
10 THoucH
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' Tuouc# Scotland was now fettled in profound 8 0 0 x 
peace, many of the evils which accompany civil 37. 
, war were {till felt. The reftraints of law, which ள்‌ 
in times of public confufion, are little regarded ள்‌ 
even by civilized nations, were totally defpifed minittration 
by a fierce people, unaccuftomed to a regular Bie 
-adminiftration of juftice. . The diforders in every 
corner of the kingdom were become intolerable; 
and, under the proteétion of the one or the other 
faétion, crimes of every kind were committed 
with impunity. The Regent fet himfelf to re- 
drefs thefe, and by his induftry and vigour, order 
and fecurity were re-eftablifhed in the kingdom. 
But he loft the reputation due to this important 
fervice, by the avarice which he difcovered in 
performing it; and his own exaétions became 
more pernicious to the nation than all the irre- 
gularities which he reftrained’. Spies and in- 
formers were every where employed; the re- 
membrance of old offences waserevived ; ima- 

ginary crimes were invented; petty trefpaffes 
were aggravated; and delinquents were forced 

to compound for their lives by the payment of 

exorbitant fines. At the fame time the current 

coin was debafed®; licences were fold for carry- 
ing 

® See Append. No. XL. 

°'The corruption of the coin, during Morton’s admini- 

tration, was very great. Although the quantity of current 

money coined out of a pound ‘of bullion, was gradually in- 

creafed by former Princes, the ftandard or finenefs fuffered 

little alteration, and the mixture of alloy was nearly the 

fame with what is now ufed. But Morton mixed a fourth 

part of alloy with every pound of filver, and funk by con- 

; BB 2 _fequence,
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ing on prohibited branches of commerce; un- . 

ufual taxes were impofed on commodities; and 

all the refinements in oppreflion, from which , 

nations fo imperfeétly polifhed as the Scots:are 

ufually exémpted, were put in praétice. None 

of thefe were complained of more loudly, or with 

greater reafon, than his injuftice towards the | 

church. The thirds of benefices, out of which 

the clergy received their fubfiftence, had always 

been flowly and irregularly paid to. colleétors, 

appointed by the general affembly ; and during 

the civil wars, no payment could be obtained in 

feveral parts of the kingdom. Under colour of 

-redreffing this grievance, and upon a promife of 

affigning every minifter a ftipend within his own | 

parith, the Regent extorted from the church the. 

thirds to which they had right by law. But the 

clergy, inftead of reaping any advantage from 

this alteration, found that payments became 
more izregular and dilatory than ever. One 
‘minifter was commonly burthened with the care 
of four or five parifhes, a pitiful falary was al- 
lotted him, and the Regent’s infatiable avarice 
Seized on the reft of the fund”. 

Tue death of Charles [X. which happened this 
year, was a newmisfortune to the Scottifh Queen. 

Henry IIT., who fucceeded him, had not the fame 

attachment to her perfon; and his jealoufy of the 
௩ 

fequence, the value of coin in proportion. In the year 1581, 
all the money coined by him was called in, and appointed 
to be re-coined. The flandard was reftored to the fame pu- 
rity as formerly. Ruddim. Pref. to Anderf. Diplom, p. 74- 

P Craw. Mem. 272. Spotf.273. Cald. ii. 420. 427- 

ee ' _ houfe 

o
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‘houfe of Guife, and obfequioufnefs to the Queen 
» Mother, greatly alienated him from her intereft. 

Tue death of the Duke of Chatelherault muft 
likewife be confidered as fome lofsto Mary. As 
the parliament had frequently declared him next 
heir to the crown, this entitled him to great re- 
{pect among his countrymen, and enabled him, 
more than any other perfon in the kingdom, ‘to 
counterbalance the Regent’s power. 

Soon after, at one of the ufual interviews be- 

tween the wardens of the Scottifh and Englith 
marches, a fcuffle happened, in which the Englith 

பவி 
BOOK 

VI. 

1575+ 
Jan. 22, 

were worfted; a few killed on the fpot; and Sir . 
James Forrefter, the warden, with feveral gen- 
tlemen who attended him, taken prifoners, But 
both Elizabeth and the Regent were too fenfible 
of the advantage which refulted from the good 

underftanding that fubfifted between the two 

kingdoms, to allow this flight agcident to inter- 

rupt it. 
Tur domeftic tranquillity of the kingdom was 

in fome danger of being difturbed by another 

caufe. Though the perfons raifed to the dignity 

of bifhops pofieifed very finall revenues, and a 

_ very moderate degree of power, the clergy, to 

whom the Regent and all his meafures were be- 

come extremely odious, began to be jealous of 

that‘order. “Knowing that corruptions fteal into 

the church gradually, under honourable names 

-and upon decent pretences, they were afraid 

that, from fuch fimall beginnings, the hierarchy 

‘might grow in time to be as powerful and op- 

 preffive as ever. The chief author of thefe ful- 

BB 3 ' picions 

4 
4 

Atrempts of 
the clergy 
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order,
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BOOXK picions was Mr. Andrew Melvil, a man diftin.° 

91. guifhed by his uncommon erudition, by the feve- 

1575. ity of his manners, and. the intrepidity of his 

mind. But, bred up in the retirement of a col- 

lege, he was unacquainted with the arts of life; 
and being more attentive to the ends which he 
purfued, than to the means which he employed 
for promoting them, he often defeated laudable 

defigns by the impetuofity and imprudence with 

which he carriedthemon. A queftion was moved 

by him in the affembly, “ whether the office of 

Bifhop, as now exercifed in the kingdom, were 
agreeable to the word of God?” In the ecclefi- 

aftical judicatories, continual complaints were 
made of the bifhops for negleét of duty, many of 
which their known remif{nefs too well juftified. 
The Bithop of Dunkeld, being accufed of dila- 
pidating his benefice, was found guilty by the 
affembly. The Regent, inftead of checking, 
connived at thefe difputes about ecclefiaftical 
government, as they diverted the zeal of the 

clergy from attending to his daily encroachments 
on the patrimony of the church *. 

gn Tur weight of the Regent’s oppreffive admi- 
fome of the niftration had, hitherto, fallen chiefly on thofe in 

நல்க the lower and middle rank ; but he began now to 

take {uch {tepsas convinced the nobles, that their 
dignity would not long exempt them from feeling 
the effeéts of his power. An accident, which was 
a frequent caufe of diffenfion among the Scottith 
nobles, occafioned a difference between the Earls 

of Argyll and Athol. -A vaffal of the former had ° 

9 Cald, Affemblies, 574. &c, Johnit, Hitt. ry. 

made



OF SCOTLAND. 
375 

made fome depredations on the lands of the BOOK 
latter. Athol took arms to punifh the offender; _ Vi. 
Argyll, to proteé him ; and this ignoble quarrel 1576. 
they were ready to decide in the field, when the 
Regent, by interpofing his authority, obliged 
them to difband their forces. Both of them had 
been guilty of irregularities, which, though 
common, were contrary to the letter.of the law. 
Of thefe the Regent took advantage, and refolved 
to found on thema charge of treafon. This de- 
fign was revealed to the two Earls by one of 
Morton’s retainers.” The common danger to 
which they were expofed, compelled them to 
forget old quarrels, and to unite in a clofe con- 
federacy for their mutual defence. Their junc- 
tion rendered them formidable; they defpifed the 
fummons which the Regent gave them to appear 
before a court of juftice ; and he was obliged to 
defift from any further profecution. But the in- 
jury he intended made a deep impreflion on their 
minds, and drew upon him fevere vengeance’. 

Nor washe more fucceisfulin an attempt which 
he made, to load Lord Claud Hamilton with the 

guilt of having formed a confpiracy againft his . 
life. Though thofe who were fuppofed to be his 
accomplices were feized and tortured, no eyi- 
dence of any thing criminal appeared ; but, on 
the contrary, many circumftances difcovered his 
innocence, as well as the Regent’s fecret views 
in imputing to him fuch an odious defign’®. 

Tue Scottifh nobles, who were almoft equal to 1577: 

their monarchs in power, and treated by them the yee 
7 owards the 

* Crawf. Mem, 285. $ Ibid. 287. King. ; 
BB 4 with ்‌
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BOOK with much diftinGtion, obferved thefe arbitrary , 
Vi. | proceedings of a Regent with the utmoft indig. 

nation. ‘The people, who, under a form of go- / 
vernment. extremely fimple, had been little ac. 
cuftomed to the burden of taxes, complained 
loudly of the Regent’s rapacity. And all began 

* to turn their eyes towards the young King, from 
whom they expected the redrefs of all their 
grievances, and the return of a more gentle 
and more equal adminiftration, 

James's JaMEs was now in the twelfth year of his age. 
தவழும்‌. The Queen, foon after his birth, had committed 
ton him to the care of the Earl of Mar, and during 

the civil wars he had refided fecurely in-the caftle 
of Stirling. Alexander Erfkine, that noble- 

"man’s brother, had the chief direGtion of his 
education. Under him, the famous Buchanan 
aéted as preceptor, together with three other 
matters, the moft emineat the nation afforded 
for fkill in thofp fciences which were deemed 
neceilary for a prince. As the young King 

/ fhewed an uncommon paffion for learning, and 
made great progrefs in it, the Scots fancied that 
they already difcovered in him all thofe virtues 
which the fondnefs or credulity of fubjeés 
uftially afcribes to princes during their minority. 
But, as James was {till far from that age at which 
the law permitted him to affume the reins of go- 
vernment, the Regent did not fufficiently attend 
to the fentiments of the people, nor reflect how 
naturally thefe prejudices in his favour might 

~ encourage the King to anticipate that period, 
He not only neglected to fecure the friend{hip of 

thofe 

4577-
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',thofe who were about the King’s perfon, and who BOOK 
poffeffed his ear, but had even exafperated fome _ VE 

' .of them by perfonal injuries. Their refentment து 
concurred with the ambition of others, in பபப தனையும்‌ 
into the King early fufpicions of Morton’s power Regents 
and defigns. A King, they told him, had often er 
reafon to fear, feldom to love, a Regent. Prompt- 
ed by ambition, and by intereft, he would en- 
deavour to-keep the Prince in perpetual infancy, 
at a diftance from his fubjeéts, and unacquainted 
with bufinefs. A finall degree of vigour, how- 
ever, was fufficient to break the yoke. Subjeéts 

- naturally reverence their fovereign, and become 
impatient of the temporary and delegated jurif 
diction of a Regent. Morton had governed with 
rigour unknown to the ancient Monarchs of Scot- 
land. The nation groaned under his oppreffions, 
and would welcome the firft profpeét of a milder 
adminiftration. At prefent the King’s name 
was hardly mentioned in Scotl2nd, his friends 
were without influence, and his favourites with- 
out honour. But one effort would difcover Mor- 
ton’s power to be as feeble as it was arbitrary. 
The fame attempt would put himfelf in poffef- 
fion of his juft authority, and refcue the nation 
from intolerable tyranny. If he did not regard 
his own rights as a King, let him liften, at leaft, 
to the cries of his people‘. | 

Turse fuggeftions made a deep impreflion on 4 plot 
the young King, who was trained up in an opi- ரட்‌ 
nion that he was born to command. His appro- Reza. 

» bation of the defign, however, was of finall con- 

© Melvil, 249. 
. fequence,
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B Or OK fequence, without the concurrence of the nobles.- : 

ey 
1577- 

1578. 
March 24. 

The Earls of Argyll and Athol, two of the moft 

powerful of that body, were animated with im-’ 

placable refentment -againft the Regent. To 

them the cabal in Stirling. caftle communicated 
the plot which was on foot; and they entering 
warmly into it, Alexander Erfkine, who, fince 
the death of his brother, and during the minori- 
ty of his nephew, had the command of that fort, 
and the cuftody of the King’s perfon, admitted 
them fecretly into the King’s prefence. They 
gave him the fame account of the mifery of his 
fubjeéts, under the Regent’s arbitrary adminif- 
tration ; they complained loudly of the injuftice 
with which themfelves had been treated, and be- 

fought the King, as the only means for redrefling 
the grievances of the nation, to call a council of 

all the nobles. James confented, and letters 

were iffued in his name for that purpofe; but 
the two Earls took care that they fhould be fent 
only to fuch as were known to bear no good will 
to Morton *. 

Tue number of thefe was, however, fo confi- 
derable, that on the day appointed, far the 
greater part of the nobles affembled at Stirling ; 
and fo highly were they incenfed againft Mor- 
ton, that although, on receiving intelligence of 

. Argyll and Athol’s interview with the King, he 
had made a feint as if he would refign the Re- 
gency, they advifed the King, without regarding 
this offer, to deprive him of his office, and to take 
the adminiftration of government into his own * 

% Spotf. 278. oe 
ands.
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* hands. Lord Glamis the Chancellor, and Herries, B 0 0 K 
were appointed to fignify this refolution to Mor- 
ton, who was at that time in Dalkeith, his ufyal 1578. 

place of refidence. Nothing could equal the joy He refigns 
with which this unexpeéted refolution filled the * 
nation, but the furprife occafioned by the feem- 
ing alacrity with which the Regent defcended 
from fo high a ftation. He neither wanted faga- 
city to forefee the danger of refigning, nor in. 
clination to keep poffeffion of an office, for the 
expiration of which the law had fixed fo diftant 
aterm. But all the fources whence the faétion 
of which he was head derived their ftrength, had 
either failed, or now fupplied his adverfaries with 
the means of humbling him. The commons, the 
city of Edinburgh, the clergy, were all totally 
alienated from him, by his multiplied oppreffions. 
Elizabeth, having lately bound herfelf by treaty, 
to fend a confiderable body of troops to the af- 
fiftance of the inhabitants of the Netherlands, 
who were ftruggling for liberty, had little leifure 
to attend to the affairs of Scotland ; and as fhe 
had nothitig to dread from France, in whofe 
councils the Princes of Lorrain had not at that 
time much influence, fhe was not difpleafed, per- 
haps, at the birth of new factions in the kingdom. 
Even thofe nobles, who had long been joined 
with Morton in faction, or whom he had attached 
to his perfon by benefits, Glamis, Lindfay, Ruth- 
ven, Pitcairn the fecretary, Murray of Tillibar- 
din, comptroller, all deferted his falling fortunes, 
and appeared in the council at Stirling. So 
many concurring circumftances convinced Mor- 

ton 

is office, 
nd retires.
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ரந as o K ton of hisown weaknefs, and determined him to 

give way to atorrent, which was too impetuous 

78, tobe refitted: He, attended the Chancellor 4 and: 

March 12. Herries to Edinburgh; was prefent when the 
King’s acceptance of the government was pro- 
claimed; and, in the prefence of the people, fur- 
rendered to the King all the authority to which 
he had any claim in virtue of his office. This 
ceremony was accompanied with fuch exceflive 
joy and acclamations of the multitude, as added, 
no doubt, to the anguifh which an ambitious 

fpirit muft feel, when compelled to renounce fu- 
preme power; and convinced Morton how en. 
tirely he had loft the affeétions of his country- 
men. He obtained, however, from the King an 
aét containing the approbation of every thing 
done by him in the exercife of his office, and a 

pardon, in the moft ample form that his fear or 
caution could deyife, of all paft offences, crimes, 
and treafons. The nobles, who adhered to the 

King, bound themfelves under a great penalty, 
to procure the ratification of this att i in the firft 
‘parliament *. 

கண்க A councit of twelve peers was appointed to 

to watch te affift the King in the adminiftration of affairs. 
oe Morton, deferted by his own party, and unable to 

ftruggle with the faétion which governed abfo- 
lutely at court, retired to one of his feats, and 
feemed to enjoy the tranquillity, and to be occu- 
pied onlyin the amufements of'a countrylife. His 
mind, however, was deeply difquieted with all the 

- uneafy refleétions which accompany difappointed 

x Spotf. 278. Crawf. Mem. 289. Cald. it 522. 
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, ambition, and intent ori fchemes for recovering BO O K 

*his former grandeur. Even inthis retreat, which  V 
the people called the Lion’s den, his wealth and 
‘abilities rendered him formidable; and the new: 

_counfellors were fo imprudent as to roufe him, by 

the precipitancy with »which they haftened to 
ftrip him of all the remains of power. They re- 
quired him to furrender the caftle of Edinburgh, 
which was {till in. his poffeffion. He tefufed ‘at 
firftto do fo,and began to prepare for its defence; 
but the citizens of Kdinburgh having taken arms, 
and repulfed part of the garrifon, which was fent 
out to guard a convoy of provifions, he was 
obliged to give up that important fortrefs with- 
out refiftance. This encouraged his adverfaries 
to call a parliament to meet at Edinburgh, and 
to multiply their demands upon him, in fucha 
manner, as convinced him that nothing lefs than 
his utter ruin would fatisfy their inveterate 
hatred. : 

Tuerr power and popularity, however, began 
already to decline. “The chancellor, the ableft 
and moft moderate man in the party, having 
been killed*at Stirling, in an accidental ren- 
counter between his followers and thofe of the 
Earl of Crawford ; Athol, who was appointed his 
fucceffor in that high office, the Earls of Eglin- - 
ton, Caithnefs, and Lord Ogilvie, all the prime 
favourites at court, were either avowed Papitts, 

or fufpeéted of leaning to the opinions of that 
feét. In an age when the return of Popery was 
fo much and fo juftly dreaded, this gave univerfal 
‘alarm. As Morton had always treated the Pa- 

pitts 

1578.
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BOO K pifts with rigour, this tinfeafonable favour’ to , 

perfons of that religion made all zealous Pro. ‘ 

1578: teftants remember that circumftance in his ad- 

miniftration with great praife’. @ 

> Eames his Morton, to whom none of thefe particulars 

thority. were unknown, thought this the proper junéture 
for fetting to work the inftruments which he had 
been preparing. Having gained the confidence of 
the Earl of Mar, and of the Countefs his mother, 

he infinuated to them, that Alexander Erfkine 

had formed a plot to deprive his nephew ef the 
government of Stirling caftle, and the cuftody of 
the King’s perfon; and eafily induced an ambi- 
tious woman, and a youth of twenty, to employ 
force to prevent this fuppofed injury. The Earl 

Aprila6. repairing fuddenly to Stirling, and being admit- 

ted as ufual into the caftle with his attendants, 

feized the gates early in the morning, and turned 
out his uncle, who dreaded no danger from his” 
hands. The foldiers of the garrifon fubmitted 

to him as their governor, and, with little danger 

and no effufion of blood, he became matter both 

of the King’s perfon, and of the fortrefs*. 
Aw event fo unexpeéted occafioned great con- 

fternation. ‘Though Morton’s hand did not ap- 
pear in the execution, he was univerfally believed. 
to be the author of the attempt. The new coun- 
fellors faw it to be neceflary, for their own 
fafety, to change their meafures, and, inftead of 
purfuing him with fuch implacable refentment, 
to enter into terms of accommodation with an_ 
adverfary, ftill fo capable of creating them — 

¥ Spotf. 283. 2 Cald. ii. 535- 

trouble. 
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trouble. ‘Four were named, on each fide, to ad. 
juft their differences. They met not far from 
Dalkeith ; and when they had brought matters: 
ற்காக conclufion, Morton, who was too faga- 
cious not to improve the advantage which their 

feeurity and their attention to the treaty afforded 
him, fet out in the night-time for Stirling, and 
having gained Murray of Tillibardin, Mar’s un- 

cle, was admitted by him into the caftle ; and 

managing inatters there with his ufual dexterity, 
he foon had more entirely the command of the 

- fort, than the Earl himfelf. He was likewife 
_ admitted to a féat in the privy council, and ac- 
quired as complete an afcendant in it’. 
"As the time appointed for the meeting of par- 
liament at Edinburgh now approached, this gave 
him fome anxiety. He was afraid of conduéting 
the young King to a city whofe inhabitants were 
fo much at the devotion of the adverfe faétion. 
He was no lefs unwilling to leave James behind 
at Stirling. In order to avoid this dilemma, 
he iffued a proclamation in the King’s name, 
changing the place of meeting from Edin- 

_ burgh to Stirling-caftle. This Athol and his 
party reprefented as a ftep altogether uncon- 
ftitutional. The King, faid they, is Morton’s 
prifoner; the pretended counfellors are his 
flaves; a parliament, to which all the nobles 
may repair without fear, and where they may 
deliberate with freedom, is abfolutely neceflary 
for fettling the nation, after diforders of fuch 
long continuance. But in an affembly, called 

Saunas, 
Cald. ii. 536. வன்ன 
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- BOOK contrary to all form, held within the walls of as 
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மிர 2. 

garrifon, and overawed by armed men, what 
fafety could members expect? what liberty could 
prevail in debate? or what benefit refult to the 
public? The parliament met, however, on the 

day appointed, and, notwithftanding the protef- 
tation of the Earl of Montrofe and Lord Lindfay, 
in name of their party, proceeded to bufineds, 
The King’s acceptance of the government was 
confirmed; the aét granted to Morton, for his 
fecurity, ratified ; fome regulations with regard 
to the numbers and authority of the privy coun- 
cil, were agreed upon; and a penfion for life 

- granted to the Countefs of Mar, who had been 

Argyll and 
Athol take 
arms again{t 

him. 

Auguft rt 

fo inftrumental in bringing about the late revo- 
lution’. 

Mranwautte Argyll, Athol, ‘and their followers, 
took arms, upon the {pecious pretence of refcu- 
ing the King from captivity, and the kingdom 
from oppreffion, James‘himfelf, impatient of the 
fervitude in which he was held, bya man whom he 
had long been taught to hate, fecretly encouraged 
their enterprife; though, at the fame time, he was 

obliged not only to difavow them in public, but to 
levy forces againft them, and even to declare, by 
proclamation, that hewas perfeétly free from any 
conftraint, either upon hisperfonorhis will. Both 
fides quickly took the field. Argyll and Athol | 
were at the head of feven thoufand men; the Earl 

- of Angus, Morton’s nephew, met them with an 
army five thoufand ftrong; neither party, how- 
ever, was eager to engage. Morton diftrufted the | 

» Cald. ii. 547. Parl. 5. Jac. 6. aioe 
elity
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, fidelity of his own troops. ‘The two Earls were poo K 
*fenfible that a fingle victory, however complete, _ VI 
would not be decifive ; and, as they were in is 
»conglition to undertake the’ fiege of Stirling. 
caftle, where the King was kept ir f i > pt, their ftrength உ 
would foon be exhaufted, while Morton’s own 
wealth, and the patronage of the Queen of Eng- 
land, might furnith him with endlefs refources, 
By the mediation of Bowes, whom ‘Elizabeth Bliaabeh 
had fent into Scotland-to negociate an accom- Si 
modation between the two faétions, a. treaty was meee 
concluded, in confequence of which, Argyll and ™™ 
Athol were admitted into the King’s prefence த்‌ 
10006 of their party were added to the privy 
council; and a convention of nobles called, in 
order to bring all remaining differences to an 
amicable iffue*. 

As foon as James affumed the government 
into his own hands, he difpatched the abbot of 
Dunfermling to inform Elizabeth of that event; 
to offer to renew the alliance between the two 
kingdoms; and to demand poffeffion of the 
eftate which had lately fallen to him by the death 
of his grandmother the Countefs of Lennox. 
That lady’s fecond fon had left one daughter, 
Arabella Stewart, who was born in England. 
Andas the chief obje¢tion againft the pretenfions _ 
.of the Scottifh line to the crown of England, was 
that maxim of Englifh law, which excludes 
aliens from any right of inheritance within the 
kingdom, Elizabeth, by granting this demand, 
would have eftablifhed a precedent in James’s 

1578. 
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favour, that might have been deemed decifive , 

with regard to a point which it had been her: 

conftant care to keep undecided. Without fut 

fering this delicate queftion to be tried, or al- 

lowing any new light to be thrown on that which 

the confidered as the great myftery of her reign, 

fhe commanded Lord Burleigh, matter of ‘the 

wards, to fequefter the rents of the eftate; and 

by this method of proceeding, gave the Scottith 

King early warning how neceffary it would be 

to court her favour, if ever he hoped for fuccefs 

-in claims of greater importance, but equally 

liable to be controverted*. 

Ayrer many delays, and with much difficulty, 

the contending nobles were at laft brought to 

fome agreement. But it was followed by a tra- 

~ gicalevent. Morton, in token of reconcilement, 

April 24. 

having invited the leaders of the oppofite party 

toa great entertainment, Athol the chancellor 

was foon after,taken ill, and died within a few 

days. The fymptoms and violence’ of the dif. 

eafe gave rife to ftrong fufpicions of his being 

poifoned; and though the phyficians, who opened 

his body, differed in opinion as to the caufe of 

the diftemper, the chancellor’s relations publicly 

aceufed Morton of that odious crime. The 

advantage which vifibly accrued to him by the 

removal of a man of great abilities, and averfe 

from all his meafures, was deemed a fuflicient 

proof of his guilt by the people, who are ever 

fond of imputing the death of eminent perfons 

to extraordinary caufes®, 

& Camd. 46r. © Spotiw. 306. 
சி 
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Tur office of chancellor was beftowed upon BOO K 
» Argyll, whom this preferment reconciled, ina , Y= 
great meafure, to Morton’s adminiftration. He — 1579. 
*had, now recovered all the authority which he iNet es 
poflefied during -his regency, and had entirely ag 

broken, or baffled, the power and cabals of his family தட்‌ 
enemies. None of the great families remained rt 
to be the objects of his jealoufy or to obftrué 
his defigns, but that of Hamilton. The Earl of 
Arran, the eldeft brother, had never recovered 
the fhock which he received from the ill fuecefs 
of his paffion for the Queen, and had now alto- 
gether loft his reafon. Lord John, the fecond 
brother, was in poffeflion of the family eftate. 
Lord Claud was commendator of Paifley; both 
of them young men, ambitious and enterprifing. 
Morton dreaded their influence in the kingdom; 
the courtiers hoped to fhare their fpoils among 
them; and as all Princes naturally view their 
fucceflors with jealoufy and hatred, it was eafy 
to infufe thefe paflions into the mind of the 
young King. A pretence was at hand to juftify 
the moft violent proceedings. The pardon, tti- 
pulated in the treaty of Perth, did not extend to 
fuch as were acceflary to the murder of the Re- 
gents Murray or Lennox. Lord John and his 
brother were fufpeéted of being the authors of 
both thefe crimes, and had been included in a 

general act of attainder on that account. With- 

out fummoning them to trial, or examining a 

fingle witnefs to prove the charge, this attainder 

was now thought fufficient to fabjeét them to all 

the penalties which they would have incurred 

by being formally conviéted. The Earls of 

: cc 2 Morton,  
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Lords Ruthven, Boyd, and Cathcart, received: 

a commiflion to feize their perfons andveftates. 

On a few hours warning, a confiderable body of 

troops was ready, and marched towards Ha- - 

milton in hoftile array. Happily the two bro- 

thers made their efcape, though with great dif- 

ficulty. But their lands were confifcated ; the 

caitles of Hamilton and Draffan befieged ; thofe’ 

who defended them punifhed. The Earl of Ar- 

ran, though incapable, from his fituation, of 

committing any crime, was involved, by a fhame- 

ful abufe of law, in the common ruin of his fa- 

mily ; andas if he, too, could have been guilty 

of rebellion, he was confined a clofe prifoner. 

Thefe proceedings, fo contrary to the funda- 

mental principles of juftice, were all ratified in. 

the fubfequent parliament *. 
About this time Mary fent, by Naué her fe-, 

cretary, a letter to her fon, together with fome 
jewels of value, and a veft embroidered with her 

own hands. But, as fhe gave him only the title of 
Prince of Scotland, the meffenger was difmiffed 
without being admitted into his prefence®. 
Tuoueu Elizabeth had, at this time, no par- 

ticular reafon to fear any attempt of the Popih 
Princes in Mary’s favour, fhe ftill continued to 
guard her with the fame anxious care. ‘The ac- 
quifition of Portugal, on the one hand, and the 

defence of the Netherlands, on the other, fully 
employed the councils and arms of Spain. 
France, torn in pieces by inteftine commotions, 

* Crawf. Mem. 311. Spotfw. 306. : 
5 Crawf. Mem. 314. 

and  
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and under a weak and capricious Prince, defpifed 
and diftrufted by his own fubjeéts, was in no 
cohdition to difturb its neighbours. Elizabeth 
had long amufed that court by carrying on a 
treaty of marriage with the Duke of Alencon, 
the King’s brother. But whether, at the age of 
forty-five, fhe really intended to marry a Prince 
of twenty ; whether the pleafure of being flat- 
tered and courted made her liften to the ad- 
‘dreffes of fo young a lover, whom fhe allowed to 
vifit her at two different times, and treated with 

the moft diftinguifhing refpeét ; or whether con- 

fiderations of intereft predominated in this as 
well as in every other tranfaction of her reign, 
are problems in hiftory which we are not con- 
cerned to_refolve. During the progrefs of this 

negociation, which was drawn out to an extra- 

ordinary length, Mary could expeét no affift- 

ance from the French court, apd: feems to have 

held little correfpondence with it; and there 

was no period “in her reign, wherein Elizabeth 

enjoyed more perfeét fecurity. 
Morrow feems at this time to have been 

equally fecure ; but his fecurity was not fo well 

founded. He had weathered out one ftorm, 

had crufhed_ his adverfaries, and was again in 

pofteflion of the fole direétion of affairs. Butas 

the King was now of an age when the charaéter 

> 
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Elizabeth 
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Duke of 
Alengon. 

Two favour- 
ites gain an 
afcendant , 
over James. 

and difpofitions of the .mind begin to unfold — 

themfelves, and to become vifible, the fmalleft 

attention to thefe might have convinced him, that 

there was reafon to expect new and more dan- 

gerous attacks on his power. James early dif- 
cc g ~ covered
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which accompanied him through his whole life. , 

This paffion, which naturally arifes from mex- 

perience, and youthful warmth of heart, was, at 

his age, far from being culpable ; nor could it 

be well expeéted that the choice of the objects, 

on whom he placed his affeétions, fhould be 

made with great fkill. The moft confiderable of 

them was Efme Stewart, a native of France, and 

fon of afecond brother of the Earl of Lennox. He 

was diftinguifhed by the title of Lord D’ Aubigneé, 

an eftate in France, which defeended to him 

from his anceftors, on whom it had been con- 

ferred, in reward of their valour and fervices 

to the French crown. He arrived in Scotland 

_ about this time, on purpofe to demand the eftate 

and title of Lennox, to which he pretended a 

legal right. He was received at firft by the 
King with the refpeé due to fo near a relation. 
The gracefulnefs of his’perfon, the elegance of 
his drefs, and his courtly behaviour, made a 
great impreflion on James, who, even in his more 
mature years, was little able to refift thefe fri- 
volous charms; and his affection flowed with 

its ufual rapidity and profufion. Within a few 
days after Stewart’s appearance at court, he 
was created Lord Aberbrothock, foon after 
Earl, and then Duke of Lennox, Governor of 

Dunbarton eaftle, Captain of the Guard, Firft 
Lord of the Bed-chamber, and Lord High 
Chamberlain. At the fame time, and without any 

of the envy or emulation which is ufual among 

candidates for favour, Captain James Stewart, the 
fecond  
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fecond fon of Lord Ochiltree, grew into great BOOK 
confidence. But, notwithftanding this union, , Yi 
Lennox and Captain Stewart were perfons of — 1579. 
very oppofite charaéters. The former was na- pe 
tu rally gentle, humane, candid; but, unacquaint- 
ed with the ftate of the country, and mifled or 
mifinformed by thofe whom he trufted; not un- 

worthy to be the companion of the young King 
in his amufements, but utterly difqualified for 
acting as a minifterin direéting his affairs. The 
latter was remarkable for all the vices which ren- 
der a man formidable to his country, and a per- 
nicious counfellor to his Prince ; nor did he pof- 
fefs any one virtue to counterbalance thefe vices, 

unlefs dexterity in conduéting his own defigns, 

and an enterprifing courage, fuperior to the fenfe 

of danger, may pafs by that name. Unreftrained 

by religion, regardlefs of decency, and undifmay- 

ed by oppofition, he aimed at gbjects feemingly 

unattainable ; but, under a Prince void of expe- 

rience, and blind to all the defeéts of thofe who 

had gained his favour, his audacity was fuccefi- 

ful; and honours, wealth and power were the 

reward of his crimes. 

Bors the favourites concurred in employing They labour 

their whole addrefs to undermine Morton’s cre- oe ee 

dit, which alone obftruéted their full poffeffion ன வயச 

of power. As James had been bred up with an 

averfion for that nobleman, who endeavcured ra- 

ther to maintain the authority of a tutor, than to 

act with the obfequioufnefs of a minifter, they 

found it no difficult matter to accomplith their 

defign. Morton, who could no longer keep the OSober x9. 

0-4 King 

க்‌  
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300 kK King fhut up within the walls of Stirling-caftle, ‘ 
Vi. having called a parliament to meet at Edinburgh, 

1579. brought him thither. James made his entry into i 

6 the டவல்‌ with great folemnity; the citizens 
received him with the loudeft acclamations of 
Joys and with many expenfive pageants, accord. 
ing to the mode of that age. “After a long period 
of thirty-feven years, during which Scotland had 
been fubjeéted to the delegated power of Re- 
gents, or to the feeble government of a woman; 
after having fuffered all the miferies of civil war, ~ 
and felt the infolence of foreign armies, the na- 
tion rejoiced to fee the fceptre once more in the 
hands of a King. _ Fond even of that thadow of 
authority, which a Prince of fifteen could poffels, 
the Scots flattered themfelves, that union, order, 

and tranquillity would now be reftored to the 
kingdom. James opened the parliament with 
extraordinary pomp, but nothing remarkable 
patfed in it. 
Turse demonftrations, however, of the people’s 

love and attachment to their fovereign, encou- 

raged the favourites to continue their infinuations 
againft Morton; and as the King now refided in 
the palace of Holyrood-houfe, to which all his 
fubjeéts had accef%, the cabal againft the Earl 
grew daily ftronger, and the intrigue, which oc- 
cafioned his fall, ripened gradually. 

es Morton began to be fenfible of his danger, 
prevent and endeavoured to put a flop to the career of 
oi Lennox’s preferment, by reprefenting him as a 

formidable enemy to the reformed religion, a 
fecret agent in favour of Popery, and a known 

emiflary  
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* emiffary of the houfe of Guife. The clergy, apt 
, to believe every rumour of this kind, fpread the 
alarm among the people. But Lennox, either 
out of complaifance to his mafter, or convinced 
by the arguments of fome learned divines whom 
the King appointed to inftru€& him in the prin- 
ciples of the Proteftant religion, publicly re- 
nounced the errors of Popery, in the church of 
St.Giles, and declared himfelf a member of the 
church of Scotland, by figning her Confeffion of 
Faith. This, though it did not remove all fufpi- 
cions, nor filence fome zealous preachers, abated, 
in a great degree, the force of the accufation’. 

On the other hand, a rumour prevailed that 
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Morton was preparing to feize the King’s perfon, . 
and to carry him into England. Whether defpair 
of maintaining his power by any other means, 
had driven him to make any overture of that kind 
to the Englifh court, or whether, it was a calumny 

invented by his adverfaries to render him odious, 
cannot now be determined with certainty. As 
he declared at. his death that fuch a defign had 
never entered into his thoughts, the latter feems 
tobe moft probable. It afforded a pretence, 
however, for reviving the office of lord cham- 
berlain, which had. been for fome time difufed. 
That honour was conferred on Lennox. Alex- 
ander Erfkine, Morton’s capital enemy, was his 
deputy ; they had under them a band of gentle- 
men, who were appointed conftantly to attend 
the King, and to guard his perfon’. ; 

» Crawf. Mem. 319. Spotfw. 308.  * Crawf. Mem. 320, 
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Morton was not ignorant of what his enemies ‘ 
intended to infinuate by fuch unufual precautions 
for the King’s fafety ; and, as his lait refource, ' 
applied to Hlizabeth, whofe proteétion had often 
ftood him in ftead in his greateft difficulties. In 
confequence of this application, Bowes, her en- 
voy, accufed Lennox of praétices againft the 
peace of the two kingdoms, and infifted, in her 

name, that he fhould inftantly be removed from 
the privy council. Such an unprecedented de. 
mand was confidered by the counfellors as an 
affront to the King, and an encroachment on the 
independence of the kingdom. They affected 

a 

to call in queftion the envoy’s powers, and upon | 
that pretence refufed him farther audience ; and 
he retiring in difguft, and without taking leave,” 
Sir Alexander Home was fent to expoftulate with 
Elizabeth on the fubjeét. After the treatment 
which her envoy had received, Elizabeth thought 
it below her dignity to admit Home into her pre- 
fence. Burleigh, to whom he was commanded 
to impart his commiffion, reproached him with 
his mafter’s ingratitude towards a benefaétrefs 
who had placed the crown on his head, and re- 
quired him to advife the King to beware of facri- 
ficing the friendthip of fo neceffary an ally to the 
giddy humours ofa young man, without expe- 
rience, and ftrongly fufpeéted of principles and 
attachments incompatible with the happinefs of 
the Scottifh nation. 

Tuts aceufation of Lennox haftened, in all pro- 
bability, Morton’s fall, The aét of indemnity, 
which he had obtained when he refigned the re- 

ane genoy, 

©  
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“gency, was worded with fuch ferupulous exaét- BO OK 
,hefs, as almoft fcreened him from any legal pro- , ne 
fection. ‘The murder of the late King was the 1280. 
only crime which could not, with décency, be ்‌ 
inferted in a pardon granted by hisfon. Here 
Morton ftill lay open to the penalties of the law, 
and Captain Stewart, who fhunned no aétion, 
however defperate, if it led to power or to fa- 
vour, entered the council-chamber while the 
King and nobles were affembled, and falling on Decem. 30 

his knees, accufed Morton of being acceflary, or, 

according to the language of the Scottith law, 
art and part, in the confpiracy againft the life of 

_ His Majefty’s father, and offered, under the ufual 

penalties, to verify this charge by legal evidence. - 
“Morton, who was prefent, heard this accufation 
with firmnefs; and replied with a difdainful 
fmile, proceeding either from contempt of the 
infamous charaéter of his accufer, or from con- 

fcioufnefs of his own innocence, “ that his known 

zeal in punifhing thofe who were fufpeéted of 
that deteftable crime, might well exempt him- 
felf from any fufpicion of being acceflary to it ; 
neverthelefs, he would cheerfully fubmit to a 

trial, either in that place or in any other court ; 

and doubted not but histown innocence, and the 

malice of his enemies, would @hen appear in the 
cleareft light.” Stewart, who was ftill on his 
knees, began to inquire how he would reconcile 
his beftowing fo many honours on Archibald 

, Douglas, whom he certainly knew to be one of 
the murderers, with his pretended zeal againft 
that crime, Morton was ready to anfwer. But 

the
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Boo K the King commanded both to be ன ணன்‌ The’ 

VE Earl was confined, firft of all to his own houfe, 
wer, and then committed to the caftle of Edinburgh, 

Jeary» of which Alexander Erfkine was governor ; and, 
as if it had not been a fufficient indignity to fub- 

ject him to the power of one of his enemies, he 
was foon after carried to Dunbarton, of which 

jan, xg, Lennox had the command. A warrant was like- 

wife iffued for apprehending Archibald Douglas; 
but he, having received timely intelligence of 
the approaching danger, fled into England“. 

Tue Earl of Angus, who imputed thefe vio- 
lent proceedings, not to hatred againft Morton 
alone, but to the ancient enmity between the 
houfes of Stewart and of Douglas, and who be- 
lieved that a conf{piracy was now formed for the 
deftruétion of all who- bore that name, was 

ready to take arms in order tozefcue his king. 
man. But Morton abfolutely forbad any fuch 
attempt, and declared that he would rather 
fuffer ten thoufand deaths, than bring an impu- 
tation upon his own charaéter by feeming to de- 
cline a trial’. 

Flibeth’s  Exizapeta did not fail fo interpofe, with 
meatives in warmth, in behalf of a man who had contributed 

him. fo much to preferve her-influence over Scotland. 
The late tranfaétigns in that kingdom had given 
her great uneafinefs. ‘The power which Lennox 
had acquired independent of her was dangerous; 
the treatment her ambafladors had met with dif: 
fered greatly from the refpeét with whichtheScots , 

* Crawf. Mem. 323. ! Johnit. 64. Spotfw. 311. 
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were in ufe to receive her minifters; and theat- noo K 
tack now made on Morton, fully convinced her 
that there was an intentien to fow the feeds of 

difcord between the two nations, and to feduce 

James into a new alliance with Frang¢e, or intoa 

marriage with fome Popifh Princefs. Full of thefe 
-apprehenfions, fhe ordered avconfiderable body 
of troops to be affembled on the borders of Scot- 
land, and difpatched Randolph as herambaffador 
into that kingdom, . He addreffed himfelf not 
only to James, and to his council, but to a con- 

vention of eftates, met at that time. He began 
with enumerating the extraordinary benefits 
which Elizabeth had conferred on the Scottifh 
nation: that without demanding a fingle foot of 
land for herfelf, without encroaching on the li- 
berties of the kingdom in the fimalleft article, the 
had, at the expence of the blood of her fubjeéts 
wand the treafures of her crown, refcued the Scots 
from the dominion of France, eftablifhed among 

them true religion, and put them in poffeffion of 
their ancient rights: that from the beginning of 
civil diffenfions in the kingdom, fhe had pro- 
teéted thofe who efpoufed the King’s caufe, and’ 
by her affiftance alone, the crown had been pre- 
ferved on his head, and all the attempts of the 
adverte faction baffled: that an union, unknown 

to their anceftors, but equally beneficial to both 
kingdoms, had fubfifted for*a long period of 
years, and though fo many Popifh Princes had 
combined to difturb this’ happy flate of things, 
her care, and their conftancy, had hitherto de- 

| feated all thefe efforts: that fhe had obferved 
of 

VI. 
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BOOK of-late an unufual coldnefs, diftruft, and 

‘ uM eftrangement in the Scottifh council, which j 

1531. fhe could impute to none but to Lennox, a fub. 
ject of France, a retainer to the houfe of Guife, 
bred up in, the errors of popery, and ftill fut. 
pected of favouring that fuperftition, Not fatis. 
fied with having mounted fo faft to an uncom- 
mon height of power, which he exercifed with 
all the rafmefs of youth, and all the ignorance 
of a ftranger; nor thinking it enough to have 
deprived the Earl of Morton of the authority 
due to his abilities and experience, he had con- 
fpired the ruin of that nobleman, who had often 
expofed his life in the King’s caufe, who had 

contributed more than any other fubjeét-to place 
him on the throne, to refift the encroachments 

of Popery, and to preferve the union between 
the two kingdoms. If any zeal for religon re- 
mained among the nobles in Scotland, if they 
wifhed for the continuance of amity with Eng- 
jand, if they valued the privileges of their own 
order, he called upon them, in the name of his ° 
miftrefs, to remove fuch a pernicious counfellor 
as Lennox from the prefence of the young | 
King, to refcue Morton out of the hands of his 
avowed enemy, and fecure to him the benefit of 

a fair and impartial trial: and if force was ne- 
ceffary towards accomplifhing a defign fo falu- 
tary to the King and kingdom, he promifed 
them the proteétion of his miftrefs in the enter- 
prife, and whatever“afliftance they thould de- . 
mand, either of men or money”. 

™ Cald, iit. 6. Strype, ii. 621. 
Bur  
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Bur thefe extraordinary remonftrances,~ac- B O OK 

» companied with fuch an unufual appeal from the _ YE, 
King to his fubjeéts, were not the only’means — 5581. 

» employed by Elizabeth in favour of Morton, and 
againft Lennox. She perfuaded the Prince of 
Orange to fend an agent into Scotland, and, 
under colour of complimenting James on ac- 
count of the valour which many of his fubjeéts 
had difplayed in the fervice of thé States to 
enter into a long detail of the reftlefs enter- 

‘prifes of the Popifh Princes againft the Protef- 
tant religion; to befeech him to adhere in- 
violably to the alliance with England, the only 
barrier which fecured his kingdom againft their 
dangerous cabals ; and, above all things, to dif. 

truft the infinuations of thofe who endeavoured 
to weaken or to diffolve that union between the 
Britifh nations, which all the Proteftants in 
Europe beheld with fo much pleafure *. 

James’s counfellors were too intent upon the Jamesde- 
deftruétion of their enemy to liften to thefe re- ககா. 
monftrances. The officious interpofition of the &**"™ 
Prince of Orange, the haughty tone of Eliza- 
beth’s meflage, and her avowed attempt to ex- 
cite fubjeéts to rebel againft their fovereign, . 
were confidered as unexampled infults on the 
majefty and independence of a crowned head. 
A general and evafive anfwer was given to Ran- 
dolph. James prepared to affert his own dig- 
nity with fpirit. All thofe fufpeéted of favour- 
ing Morton were turned 6ut of office, fome of 

them were required to furrender themfelves pri- 

® Cald. iii, 9: See Append. Noc XLI. f ; 
011615 
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foners; the men capable of bearing arms through. 
out the kingdom were commanded to be in rea. 

dinefs:to take the field; and troops were levied 
and pofted on the borders. The Englifh ambaf- 
fador, finding that neither the public manifefto 

which he had delivered to the convention, nor 

his private cabals with the nobles, could excite 
them to arms, fled in the night-time out of Scot- 
land, where libels againft him had been daily 
publifhed, and even attempts made upon his life. 
In both kmgdoms every thing wore an _hoftile’ 
afpeét. But Elizabeth, though the wifhed to have. 
intimidated the Scottifh King by her prepara- 
tions, had no inclination to enter into a war with 

him, and the troops on the borders, which had 
given fuch umbrage, were foon difperfed °.- 

Tue greater folicitude Elizabeth difcovered 
for Morton’s fafety, the more eagerly did his 
enemies driveon their {chemes for hisdeftruétion. 

Captain Stewart, his accufer, was firft appointed 
tutor to the Earl of Arran,and foon after both the 

title and eftate of his unhappy ward, to which he 
advanced fome frivolous claim, were conferred 

upon him. The new-made peer was commanded 
to conduét Morton from Dunbarton to Edin- 

ல
 

burgh; and by that choice the Earl was not only _ 
warned what fate he might expeét, but had the ~ 
cruel mortification of feeing his deadly enemy al- 
ready loaded with honours, inreward of the ma- 
lice with which he had contributed to his ruin. 

Tue records of the court of ju/tictary at this — 
period are loft. The account which our hifto- 

° Crawf. Mem. 328. Strype, ti, App. 138. 
1௦ 218115 
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-vians give of Morton’s trial is inaccurate and BOOK 
* unfatisfactory, The proceedings againft him , V4 
feem to have been carried on with violence. ~ 1sér. 
‘During the trial, great bodies of armed men 
were drawn up in different parts of the city. 
The jury was compofed of the Earl’s known 
enemies; and though he challenged feveral of 
them, his objections were over-ruled, After a 
fhort confultation, his peers found him guilty 
of concealing, and of being art and part in the 
confpiracy againft the life of the late King. The 
firft part of the verdiét did not furprife him, 
but he twice repeated the words. art and part 
with fome vehemence, and added, ** God knows 

it is not fo.”” The doom which the law decrees 

againft a traitor was pronounced. ‘The King, 
however,remitted the cruel and ignominious part 
of the fentence, and appointed that he fhould 
fuffer death next day, by being beheaded’. 

Dorine that awful interval, Morton poffeffed His deith. 

the utmoft compofure of mind. He fupped 
cheerfully ; flept a part of the night in his ufual 
manner, and employed the reft of his time in re- 
ligious conferences, and in aéts of devotion with 

fome minifters of the city. The elergymen 

who attended him, dealt freely with his con- 

feience, and preffed his crimes home upon him. 

What he confeffed with regard to the crime for 

which he fuffered, is remarkable, and fupplies, 

in fome meafure, the imperfection of our re- 
cords. He acknowledged, that on his return 

> 

> P Spotfw. 314. ரஸ்மி. 65. ரெஷம்‌ 142. 982. வெய்‌. 494 

Arnot’s Crimin. Trials, 388. 
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BOOK from England, after the death of Rizio, Both. 
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well had informed him of the confpiracy againfh 
the King, which the Queen, as he told him, 
knew of and approved: that he folicited him:to | 

concur in the execution of it, which at that 
time he abfolutely declined; that foon after 
Bothwell himfelf, and Archibald Douglas, in 
his, name, renewing their folicitations to the 
fame purpofe, he had required a warrant under 
the Queen’s hand, authorizing the attempt, and 

as that. had never been produced, he had refufed 
to be any further concerned in the matter. 
«¢ But,” continued he, “ as I neither confented 

“¢ to this treafonable aét, nor aflifted in the com- 

“ mitting of it,-fo it was impoffible for me to 
_ “reveal, or to prevent it. To whom could I 
“make the difcovery? The Queen was the 

* author.of the enterprife. Darnly was fuch a 
** changeling, that no fecret could be fafely 
“ communicated to him. ‘Huntly and Bothwell, 
“« who bore the chief fway in the kingdom, were 
“« themfelves the perpetrators of the crime.” 
Thefe circumftances, it muft be confeffed, go 
fome length towards extenuating Morton’s guilt; 
and though his apology for the favour he had 
fhewn to Archibald Douglas, whom he knew to 
be one of the confpirators, be far lefs fatisfactory, 
no uneafy reflections feem to have difquieted his 
own mind on that account’. When his keepers _ 
told him-that the guards were attending, and 
all things in readinefs, “I praife my God,” 
faid he, “ I am ready likewife.”” Arran com-, 

* Crawf. Mem, App. iii. : : 
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, manded thefe guards; and even in thofe mo- 
ments, when*the moft implacable hatred’ is apt: 
to_relent, the malice of his enemies Could not 

forbear this infult. On the fcaffold, his beha- 
viour was calm ; his countenance and voice un- 

altered ; and, after fome time {pent in devotion, 
he fuffered death with the intrepidity which 
became the name of Douglas. His head ‘was 
placed on the public gaol of Edinburgh ; and 
his body, after lying till fun-fet on the feaffold, 
covered with a beggarly cloak, was carried by 
common porters to the ufual burial-place of 
criminals. None of his friends durft accom- 

pany it to the grave, or difcover their gratitude 

and refpe&t by any fymptoms of forrow’. 

Arran, no lefS profligate in private life, than’ 

audacious in his public conduét, foon after drew 

the attention of his countrymen, by-his infamous 

marriage with the Countefs of March. Before 

he grew into favour at court, he had been often 

entertained in her hufband’s houfe, and, without 

regarding the laws of hofpitality or of gratitude, 

carried on a criminal intrigue with the wife of 

his benefactor, a woman young and beautiful, 

403 
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but, according to the defcription of a cotem-. 

porary hiftorian, “ intolerable in all the imper- 

fetions incident to her fex.” Impatient of any 

reftraint upon their mutual defires, they, with 

equal ardour, wifhed to avow their union pub- 

licly, and to legitimate, by a marriage, the 

offspring of their unlawful paffion. The Coun- 

:tefS petitioned to be divorced from her hufband, 

¥ Crawf. Mem.334. Spotfw. 314. 
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VI. 

58x. 
July 6. 

© 

Oober 24, 

plead. . The judges, over-awed by Arran, patted 
fentence without delay. This infamous {ene 
was concluded by a marriage, folemnifed with 
great pomp, and beheld by all ranks of men with 
the utmoft horror’. 

A ParLiAMENT was held this year, at the 
opening of which fome difputes arofe between 
Arran and the new created Duke of Lennox. 
Arran, haughty by nature, and pufhed on by 
his wife’s ambition, began to affeét an equality 

- with the Duke, under whofe proteétion he had 
hitherto been contented to place himfelf. After 
various attempts to form a:party in the council 
againft Lennox, he found himfixed fo firmly in the 
King’s affections, that it was impoffible to thake 
him ; and, rather than lofe all intereft at court, 
from which he was banifhed, he made the moft 
humble fubmiffions to the favourite, and again 

_ Tecovered his former credit. This rupture con- 
tributed, however, to render the Duke ftill more 
odious to the nation. During the continuance 
of it, Arran affected to court the clergy, pre- 
tended an extraordinary zeal for the Proteftant 
religion, and laboured to confirm the fufpicions 
which were entertained of his rival, as an emiffary 
of the houfe of Guife, and a favourer of Popery. 
As he was fuppofed to be acquainted with the 
Duke’s moft fecret defigns, his calumnies were 
liftened to with greater credit than was due to 
his charaéter. To this rivalfhip between Lennox 
and Arran, during the continuance of which , 

* Spotfw. 315. vets 
each
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each endeavoured to conciliate%the good-will of BOO K 
the clergy, we muft afcribe feveral aéts of this 
parliament uncommonly favourable ‘to the 
church, particularly one, which abolifhed the 
practice introduced by Morton, of appointing 
but one minifter to feveral parifhes. > 

No notice hath been taken for feveral years 
of ecclefiaftical affairs. While the civil govern- 
ment underwent fo many extraordinary revolu- 
tions, the church was not free from convulfions. 

Two objeéts chiefly engroffed the attention of 
the clergy. ‘Ihe one was, the forming a fyftem 
of difcipline, or ecclefiaftical polity. After long 
labour, and many difficulties, this fyftem was at 
laft brought to fome degree of' perfection. The 

VI. 

r58r. 
Se 
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affembly folemnly approved of it, and appointed — 
it to be laid before the privy council in order to 

obtain the ratification of it in parliament. But 
Morton, during his adminiftration, and thofe 
who, after his fall, governed the King, were 

equally unwilling to fee it carried into execu- 
tion; and by ftarting difficulties and throwing 
in objections, prevented it from receiving a 
legal fanétion. The other point in view was, the 
abolition of the epifcopal order. The bifhops 
were fo deyoted to the King, to whom they 
owed their promotion, that the funétion itfelf — 

was by fome reckoned dangerous to civil liberty, 
Being allowed a feat in parliament, and diftin- 
guifhed by titles of honour, thefe not only oc- 
cafioned many avocations from their {fpiritual 
funétions, but foon rendered their charaéter 

and manners extremely different from thofe of 

Dag the |  
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B P D os the clergy insthat age. The nobles viewed 
ன்‌ their power with jealoufy; the populace 60... 

1581. fidered their lives as profane ; and both wifhed 
ட்‌ their downfal with equal ardour. The perfonal 

emulation between Melvil and Adamfon, a man 
of learning and eminent for his popular elo- 
quence, who was promoted, on the death of 
Douglas, to be Archbifhop of St. Andrews, 
mingled itfelf with the paflions on each fide, 
and heightened them. Attacks were made in 
every aflembly om the order of bifhops; their 
privileges were gradually circumfcribed ; and 
at laft an act was paffed, declaring the office of 
bifhop, as it was then exercifed within the 
realm, to have neither foundation nor warrant 

in the word of God ; and requiring, under pain 
of excommunication, all who now poffeffed that 
office, inftantly to refign it, and to abftain from 
preaching or adminiftering the facraments, until 
they thould receive permiffion from the General 
Affembly. . The court did not acquiefce in this 
decree. A vacancy happened foon after in the 
fee of Glafgow, Montgomery minifter at Stirling, 
a man vain, fickle, prefumptuous, and more apt, 
by the blemifhes in his charaéter, to have alien- 
ated the people from an order already beloved, 
than to reconcile them to one which was the ob- 
ject of their hatred, made an infamous fimoniacal 
bargain with Lennox, and on his recommend- 

ation was chofen archbifhop.. The prefbytery. 
of Stirling, of which he was a member, the pref 
bytery of Glafgow, whither he was to be tranf 
lated, the General அது vied with each 

other 

€ 
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other in profecuting him on that account., In BOOK 
order to fereen Montgomery, James made trial 
Both of gentle and of rigorous meafures, and 
both were equally ineffectual. The General 
Affembly was juft ready to pronounce againft him 
the fentence of excommunication, when an 
herald entered, and commanded them in the 
King’s name, and under pain of rebellion, to 
ftop further proceedings. Even this injun&ion 
they defpifed; and though Montgomery, by 
his tears and feeming penitence, procured a 
thort refpite, the fentence was at laft iffued by 
their appointment, and publifhed in all the 
churches throughout the kingdom. 

Tue firmnefs of the clergy in a colleétive body 
was not greater than the boldnefs of fome indivi- 
duals, particularly of the minifters of Edinburgh. 
They inveighed daily againft the corruptions in 
the adminiftration ; and, with the freedom of 
fpeech admitted into the pulpit in that age, 
named Lennox and Arran as the chief authors 
of the grievances under which the church and 
kingdom groaned. The courtiers, in their turn, 
complained to the King of the infolent and fe- 
ditious fpirit of the clergy. In order to check 
the boldnefs of their difcourfes, James iffued a 

proclamation, commanding Dury, one of the 
moft popular minifters, not only to leave the. 
town, but to abftain from preaching in any other 
place. Dury complained to the judicatories of 
this encroachment upon the immunities of his 
office. They approved of the doétrine which 
he had delivered ; and he determined to difre- 
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giftrates being determined to, compel him. to 
leave the city, according to the King’s orders, — 

he was obliged to abandon his charge, after 
protefting publicly, at the crofs of Edinburgh, 

againft the violence which was put upon him, 
The people accompanied him to the gates with 
tears and lamentations; and the clergy de- 
nounced. the vengeance of Heaven againft the 
authors of this outrage’. 

In this perilous fituation flood ee church, 
the authority of its judicators called in queftion, 
and the liberty of the pulpit reftrained, when a 
fudden revolution of the civil government pro- 
cured them unexpected relief. 

Tur two favourites, by their afcendant over 
the King, poffeffed uncontrolled power in the 
kingdom, and exercifed it with the utmoft wan- 
tonnefSs. James ufually refided at Dalkeith, or 
Kinneil, the feats ‘of Lennox and of Arran, and 
was attended by fuch company, and employed 
in fuch amufements, as did not fuit his dignity. 
The fervices of thofe who had contributed mott 
to place the crown on his head were but little 
remembered. _ Many who had oppofed him with 
the greateft virulence, enjoyed the rewards and 
honours to which the others were entitled. Ex- 
alted notions of regal prerogative, utterly incon- 
fiftent with the conttitution of Scotland, being 
inftilled by his favourites into the mind of the 
young monarch, unfortunately. made, at that 
early age, a deep impreffion there, and became 

* வெம்‌. Affem. 1576—1582. Spotfw. 274, &c. 
1Q the 
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‘the fource of almoft all his fubfequent errors in 
the government of both kingdoms‘. Courts of 
juftice were held in almoft every county, the’ 
proprietors of land-were called before’them, and 

upon the flighteft negleét of any of the numerous 
forms which are. peculiar to the feudal holdings, 
they were fined with unufual and intolerable 
rigour. The lord chamberlain revived the ob- 
folete jurifdiétion of his office over the borou ghs, 
and they were fubjected to aétions fio lefs griev- 
ous. A defign feemed likewife to have been 
formed to exafperate Elizabeth, and to diffolve 
the alliance with her, which all good Proteftants 
efteemed the chief fecurity of their religion in 
Scotland. A clofe correfpondence was carried 
on between the King and his mother, and con- 
fiderable progrefs made towards uniting their 
titles to the crown, by fuch a treaty of affocia- 

tion as Maitland had projeéted; which could 

not fail of endangering or diminifhing his au- 
thority, and mutt have proved fatal to-thofe who 
had aéted againft her with the greateft vigour”. 

ALL shee circumftances irritated the impa- 

tient {pirit of the Scottifh nobles, who refolved 
to tolerate no longer the infolence of the two 

minions, or to ftand by, while their prefuumption 
and inexperience ruined both the King and the 
kingdom. Elizabeth, who, during the adminif- 
tration of the four Regents, ak the entire di- 
rection of the affairs of Scotland, felt herfelf 

_ deprived of all influence in that kingdom ever 
fince the death of Morton, and was. ready to 

4% Cald. iii. 157. * Cald. iii. 357- 
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countenance any attempt to refcue the King 
out of the hands of favourites who were leadin 
him into meafures fo repugnant to all her viéws, 
The Earls of Mar and Glencairn, Lord Ruth- 

ven, lately created Earl of Gowrie, Lord Lind. 

fay, ‘Lord Boyd, the tutor of Glamis, the eldeft 

fon of Lerd Oliphant, with feveral barons and 

gentlemen of diftinétion, entered into a combi- 

nation for that purpofe; and as changes in ad. 

miniftration, which, among polifhed nations, are 

brought about flowly and filently, by artifice and 

intrigue, were in that rude age effected fud- 

denly and by violence, the King’s fituation, and 

the fecurity of the favourites, Seneeursged the 
confpirators to have immediate recourfe to force. 

James, after having refided for fome time in 
Athol, where he enjoyed his favourite amufe- 
ment of hunting, was now returning towards 
Edinburgh with a fmall train. He was invited 
to Ruthven caftle, which lay in his way; and as 

he fufpeéted no danger, he went thither in hopes 
of further fport. The multitude of ftrangers 
whom he found there gave him fome uneafinefs ; 

and as thofe who were in the fecret arrived every 
moment from different parts, the appearance of 
fo many new faces, increafed his fears. He 
concealed his tmeafinefs, however, avith the ut- 
moft care; and next morning prepared for the 

field, expeéting to find there fome opportunity 
of making his efcape. But juft as he was ready 
to depart, the nobles entered his bedchamber in 
a body, and prefented a memorial againft the 

illegal and oppreffive aétions of his two favour- 
ites,
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ites, whom they reprefented as moft dangerous BOO K 
enemies to the religion and liberties of thenation. , V 
James, though he: received this remonftrance — 1582, 
with the complaifance which was neceffary in 
his prefent fituation, was extremely impatient 
to be gone; but as he approached the deor of 
his apartment, the tutor of Glamis rudely ftop- 
ped him. The King complained, expoftulated, 
threatened, and finding all thefe without effect, 
burft into tears: ‘* No matter,’ faid Glamis 

fiercely, “ better children weep than bearded 
men.’ Thefe words made a deep impreffion on 
the King’s mind, and were never forgotten. 

The conf{pirators, without regarding his tears or 
indignation, difmiffed fuch of his followers as 
they fufpeéted; allowed none but perfons of , 
their own party to have accefs to him; and, 
though they treated him with great. refpeét, 
guarded his perfon with the utmoft care. This 
enterprife is ufually called, by our hiftorians, 
The Raid of Ruthven’. 
Lennox and Arran were aftonithed to the laft commit 

degree at an event fo unexpected, and fo fatal a 
to their power. The former endeavoured, but 

without fuccefs, to excite the inhabitants of 

Edinburgh to take arms in order to refcue their 

fovereign rom captivity.. Thglatter, with his 

ufual impetuofity, mounted, on horfeback the 

moment he heard what had befallen*the King, 

and with a few followers rode towards Ruthven 

caftle; and as a confiderable body of the con- 
fpirators, under theeommand of the Earl of Mar, 
lay in his way ready to oppofe him, he feparated 
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3 00 K himfelf from his companions, and with two-at- 

a tendants arrived at the gate of the caftle. At 

1582. the fight-of a man fo odious to his country, ‘the 

x _ indignation of the confpirators rofe, and inftant 

death muft have been the punifhment of his 

rafhnefs, if the friendfhip of Gowrie, or fome 

other caufe not explained by our hiftorians, had 

not faved a life fo pernicious to the kingdom, 

He was confined, however, to the caftle of Stir- 

ling, without being admitted into the King’s 

prefence. - 

இணர்‌. “Sarees King, though really the prifoner of his 

tewve the’ own fubjects, with whofe conduét he could not 

_ kingtom help difcovering many fymptoms of difeuft, was 

obliged to publith a proclamation, fignifying his 

approbation of their enterprife, declaring that 

he was at full liberty, without any reftraint or 

» violence offered to his perfon ; and forbidding 

any attempt againft thofe concerned in the Raid 

of Ruthven, under pretence of refcuing him out 

of their hands. . At the fame time, he com. 

Avguft 28. manded Lennox to leave Scotland before the 

twentieth of September’. 
' ‘The congi- Soon after, Sir George Carey and Robert 

tennced by Bowes arrived as ambaffadors from Elizabeth. 
Hlizabeth.” The pretext of their embafly was to inquire after 

the King’s faf@y; to encourage and countes 

nance the confpirators was the real motive of it. 
By their interceffion, the Earl of Angus, who, 
ever fince the death of his uncle Morton, had 

lived in exile, obtained leave to return. And, 
the acceffion of a nobleman fo powerful and fo 

popular ftrengthened the faétion*. 

THE HISTORY 
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Lennox, whofe amiable and gentle qualities 
had procured him many friends, and who received 
private affurances that the King’s favour towards 
him was in no degree abated, feemed refolved, at 
firft, to pay no regard to a command extorted by 
violence, and no lefs difagreeable to James, than 
it was rigorous with regard to himfelf. But the 
power of his enemies, who were matters of the 
King’s perfon, who were fecretly fupported by 
Elizabeth, and openly applauded by the clergy, 
deterred him from any enterprife, the fuccefs 
of which was dubious, and the danger certain, 
both to himfelf and to his fovereign. He put 
off the time of his departure, however, by various 
artifices, in expectation either that James might 
make his efcape from the confpirators, or that 
fortune might prefent fome more favourable op- 
portunity of taking arms for his relief. 

On the other hand, the confpirators were ex- 

tremely folicitous not only to fecure the.appro- 
bation of their countrymen, but to obtain fome 

_ legal fanétion of their enterprife. For this pur- 
pofe they publifhed a long declaration, con- 
taining the motives which had induced them 

413, 
BOOK 

VI. 
——— 

4582, 

Their cone 
dué& ap- 
proved by ~ 
an affembly 
and a con- 
vention of 
eftates. 

to venture: on fuch an irregular ftep, and en. | 
deavoured to heighten the public ‘indignation 
againft the favourites, by reprefenting, in the 
ftrongeft colours, their inexpefience and info- 
lence, their contempt of the nobles, their viola- 
tion of the privileges of the church, and their 
oppreffion of the people. They obliged the 
.King, who could not with fafety refufe any of 
their demands, to grant them a remiffion in the 
_moft ample form; and not fatisfied with that, 

: they 

2  
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B oy x they applied to the affembly of the church, and , 
eafily procured an aét, declaring, “ that they’ 

itz “had done good and acceptable fervice to God,, 

OScber 5. <6 to their fovereign, and to their native coun. 
E “try; and requiring all fincere Proteftants to _ 

concur'with them in carrying forward fuch a — 
laudable enterprife. In order to add the greater 
weight to this aét, every minifter was enjoined 
to read it in his own pulpit, and to inflict the 
cenfures of the church on thofe who fet them- 
felves in oppofition to fo good a caufe. A con- 
vention of eftates affembled a few days after, 
paffed an aét to the fame effeét, and granted 
full indemnity to the confpirators for every 
thing they had done’. 

Lennox’s JAmEs-was conducted by them, firft to Stir- 
fren seo. ling, and afterwards to the palace of Holyrood- 
hi houfe; and though he was received every where 

with the external marks of refpeét due to his dig- 
nity, his motionswere carefully obferved, and he 
was under a reftraint no lefs ftri€& than at the 
firft moment when he was feized by the confpi- 
rators. Lennox, after eluding many commands — 

to depart out of the kingdom, was at laft obliged 
. to begin his journey. He lingered however for 
fome time in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, 
as if he had ftill intended to make fome effort 
towards reftorinff the King to liberty. But 
either from the gentlenefs of his own difpofition, 
averfe to bloodfhed and the diforders of civil 
war, or from fome other caufe unknown tous, 
he abandoned the defign, and fet out for France, 
by the way of England. The King iffued the 

» Cald. iii. 177.187. 200. Spotfw. 322. 
order 
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order for his departure with no lefs reluétance p 9 0 K 
‘than the Duke obeyed it; and both mourned VE 
a feparation, which neither of them had power — x;22. 
‘tosprevent. Soon after his arrival in France, 
the fatigue of the journey, or the anguith of his 
mind, threw him into a fever. In his laft mo- 

ments he difcovered fuch a firm adherencé to 
the Proteftant faith, as fully vindicates his me- 
mory from the imputation of an attachment to 
Popery, with which he had been uncharitably 
loaded in Scotland’. As he was the earliett, 
and beft beloved, he was, perhaps, the moft de-, 

ferving, though not the-moft able of all James’s 
favourites. The warmth and tendernefs of his 
mafter’s affection for him were not abated by 
death itfelf. By many aéts of kindnefs and 
generofity towards his pofterity, the King not 
only did great honour to the memory of Len- 
nox, but fet his own charaéter in one of its moft 

favourable. points of view. ; 
Tue fuccefs of the confpiracy which deprived Mary's anx+ 

James of liberty made great noife over all Eu- ee 
rope, and at laft reached the ears of Mary in 
the prifon to which fhe was confined. “As her 
own experience had taught her what injuries a 
captive Prince is expofed to fuffer ; and as many 
of thofe who were now concerned in the enter- 

prife againft her fon, were the fame perfons 
whom fhe confidered as the chief authors of her 
own misfortunes, it was natural for the tender- 
nefs of a mother to apprehend that the fame- 
calamities were ready to fall on his head; 
‘and fuch a profpeét did not fail of adding to the 

© Spotfw. 324. வெட்ப, 172. : 
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800 X diftrefs and horror of her own fituation. Inthe . 
VI. anguifh of her heart, the wrote to Elizabeth, © 

1582. complaining i in the bittereft terms of the unpre- 

cedented rigour with which fhe herfelf had been ' 
treated, and befeeching her not to abandon her 
fon to the mercy of his rebellious fubjeéts ; nor 

permit, him to be involved in the fame misfor- 

tunes under which fhe had fo long groaned, 

The peculiar vigour and acrimony ள்‌ ftyle, for 

which this letter is remarkable, difcover both 

the high {pirit of the Scottifh Queen, unfubdued 

by her fufferings, and the violence of her indig- - 

nation at Elizabeth’s artifices and feverity. But 

it was ill adapted to gain the end which fhe had 

in view, and accordingly it neither procured any 
mitigation of the rigour of her own confinement, 

nor any interpofition in favour of the King*. 
ee: Heyry III. who, though he feared and hated 
dorsarrive the Princes of Guife, was often obliged to court 

snd Boge * their favour, interpofed with warmth, in order 
to extricate James out of the hands of a party 
fo entirely devoted to the. Englifh intereft. 
He commanded M. de la Motte Fenelon, his 
ambaffador at the court of England, to repair 
to Edinburgh, and to contribute his utmoft en- 
deavours towards placing James ‘in a fituation’ 

more fuitable to his dignity. As Elizabeth could 
not, with decency, refufe him liberty to exe 
cute his commiflion, fhe appointed Davifon to 

attend him into Scotland as her envoy, under 
colour of concurring with him in the negocia- 
tion, but in reality to be a {py upon his motions, 
and to obftruét his fuccefs. James, whofe title 

§ Cambd. 489. : 
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‘sto the ‘crown had inot ‘hitherto been 1600) Mnifed: B OOK 
by any, of the Prineés’on the continent, was exe VE 
‘tremely fond of fach an honourable embafly’ from’ — 1583. 

_ the French Monarch ; and, on that account, as’ 
well as for the fake ae the errand on which he’ 
came, received Fenelon with great refpeét.. The sanuary 1. 
nobles, in whofe power the King was, did not 
relifh this interpofition of the French court, which 
had long loft its ancient influence over the affairs 
of Scotland. The clergy were alarmed at the 
danger to which religion would be expofed, if 
the Princes of Guife fhould recover any afcend- 
ant over the public councils. Though the King 
tried every method for reftraining them within’ 
the bounds of-decency, they declaimed againft 
the court of France, againft the Princes of Guife, 

againft the ambaflador, againft entering into any’ 
alliance with fuch notorious perfecutors of the’ 
church of God, with a vehemence which no’ 
xegular government would now tolerate, but 
which was then extremely common.. The am- 
baffador, watched by Davifon, diftrufted by the 
nobles, and expofed to the infults of the clergy 
and of the people, returned into England with- 
out procuring apy change in the King’s fitua-" 
tion, or receiving any an{wer to a propofal which” 
he made, that the government fhould be carried” 
on in the joint names’ of dates and oo ace 
his mother*, 

| Mranwuis James, though ந்‌ diffembled with James 
efcapes out 

great art, became eae day more’ uneafy under’ Edie bana 
உ . of the con- 

© Cald. iii, 207. yee 324. Murdin, 372, Ke, See பின்னா. 
Appendix, No. XLH. ~ ்‌ 
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BO OX his confinement; his uneafinefs rendered him 
VI. 

2583. 

Jone 27. 

continually attentive to find out a proper oppor- 

tunity for making his efcape ; and to this atten- 

tion he at laft owed his liberty, which the King 

of France was not. able, nor the Queen of Eng. 

land willing, to procure for him. As the con. 

fpirators had forced Lennox out.of the kingdom, 

and kept Arran at a diftance from court, they 

grew fecure; and imagining that time had re- 

conciled the King to them, and to his fituation, 

they watched him with little care. _ Some occa. 

fions of difcord had arifen among themfelves; 

and the French ambaflador, by fomenting thefe 

during the time of his refidence in Scotland, 

had weakened the union, in which alone their 

fafety confifted'. Colonel William Stewart, the 

commander of the band of gentlemen who 
guarded the King’s perfon, being: gained by 
James, had the principal merit in the fcheme 
for reftoring his ‘mafter to liberty. Under pre- 
tence of paying a vifit to the Earl of March, his 
grand-uncle, James was permitted to go from 
Falkland to St. Andrews. That he might not 
create any fufpicion, he lodged at firft in an open 
defencelefs houfe in the town, but pretending 
a curiofity to fee the caftle, no fooner was he 
entered with fome of his attendants whom he 
could truft, than Colonel Stewart. commanded 
the gates to be fhut, and excluded all the reft 

 .of his train. Next morning the Earls of Argyll, 
Huntly, Crawford, Montrofe, Rothes, with 

-ethers to whom the fecret had been communi« 0 

€ Camd: 482. 
cated,
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‘cated, entered the town with their followers ; ந று K 
and though Mar, with feveral of the leaders of 
the, faétion, appeared in arms, they found them- 
felves fo far outnumbered, that it was in vain to 
think of recovering poffeffion of the King’s per- 
fon, which had been in their power fomewhat 
longer than ten months. James was naturally 
of fo foft and duétile a temper, that thofe wha 
were near his perfon commonly made a deep 
impreffion on his heart, which was formed to be 

under the fway of favourites. As he remained 
implacable and unreconciled to the confpirators 

| during fo long a time, and at a period of life 
| when refentments are rather violent than lafting, 

they muft either have improved the opportuni- 
ties of infinuating themfelves into favour with 
little dexterity, or the indignation, with which 

this firft infult to his perfon and authority filled 

him, muft have been very great.   
| aét with the utmoft moderation. Having called 

into his prefence the leaders of both factions, the 

neighbouring gentry, the deputies of the adja- 

cent boroughs, the minifters, and the heads of 

colleges, he declared, that although he had been 
held under reftraint for fome time by violence, - 
he would not impute that as a crime to any man, 
but, without remembering the irregularities 
which had’ been fo frequent during his minority, 
would pafs a general act of oblivion, and govern 

“all his fubjeéts with undiftinguifhing and equal 
EE 2 affection. 

  
  

VL 

1583. 

His joy at his efcape was youthful and excef மடு 
jowever, to. 

five. He refolved, however, by the advice of fen them 

Sir James Melvil, and his wifeft counfellors, to moo:
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ட்‌ OX affection. As an evidence of his fincerity, he. 
ee vifited the Earl of Gowrie, at Ruthven-caftle, 

15% and granted him a full pardon of any guilt he 
had contraéted, by the crime committed in that 
very, place®. 

aa Bur James did not adhere long to this prudent 
avendant’ and moderate plan. His former favourite, the 
evrhims  Farl of Arran, had been permitted for fome time 

to refide at Kinneil, one of his country feats. 
As foon as the King felt himfelf at liberty, his 
love for him began to revive, and he exprefled 
a {trong defire to fee him. The courtiers. vio- 
lently oppofed the return of a minion, whofe in- 
folent and overbearing temper they dreaded, as 
much ‘as the nation detefted his crimes. James, 
however, continued his importunity, and_pro- 
mifing that he fhould continue with him no. 
longer than one day, they were obliged to yield. 
This interview rekindled antient affeétion; the 
King forgot tis promife; Arran regained his 
afcendant over him; and, within a few days, 065. 

fumed the exercife sé power, with all the arro- 
gance of an undeferving favourite, and all the 
rafhnefs peculiar to himfelf*. 

pee Tue firft effect of his influence was a procla. 
sae mation with regard to thofe concerned in the 

i Raid of Ruthven. They were required to acknow- 
ledge their crime in the humbleft manner ; and 
the King promifed to grant themafull pardon, pro | 
vided their future conduét were fuch as did not 

_ oblige him to remember paft mifcarriages. 11% 
7 
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-fegent from the aé& of oblivion which tke con- 
1017214078 14௨௫ been encouraged to expeét. Nor 
“id any of them reckon it fafe to rely on a pro- 
mife clogged with fuch an equivocal condition, 
end granted by a young Prince under the domi- 
sion of a minifter void of faith, regardlefs of de- 
sency, and tranfported by the defire of revenge 
even beyond the ufual ferocity of his temper. 

Many of the leaders, who had at firft appeared 
ypenly at court, retired to their own houfes ; 
nd, forefeeing the dangerous ftorm which was 

gathering, began to look out for a retreat in 
foreign countries’. 

_ Exizasetru, who had all along proteéted the 
confpirators, was extremely difgufted with mea- 

fares which tended fo vifibly to their deftruction, 
and wrote to the King a harfh and haughty letter, 
reproaching him, in a ftyle very uncommon 
among Princes, with breach of faith im recalling 

Arran to court, and with _imprudence in pro- 
ceeding fo rigoroufly againft his beft and moft: 
faithful fubjects. James, with a becoming dig- 

nity, replied, that promifes extorted by violence, 
and conditions yielded out of fear, were no longer 
binding, when thefe were removed ; that it be- 

longed to him alone to chufe what alt aie he 
' would employ in his fervice ; and that though he 
refolved to treat the confpirators at Ruthven with 

_ the utmoft clemency, it was neceflary, for the 
fupport of his authority, that fuch an infult on 

bis perfon fhould not pafs altogether uncenfired*. 

| 'Mely..278. Spotf. 326. Cald. iii. 330. * Melv. 279. 
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Book Exizaseru’s letter was quickly followed by ட்‌ 
Vi. 

©1583 
Sept. r. 

* Walfing- 
ham's em- 
baffady into 
Scotland. 

Walfingham her fecretary, whom fhe appointed , 
her ambaffador to James, and who appeared at 
the Scottifh court with a fplendour and magni- 
ficence well calculated to pleafe and dazzlea 
young Prince. Walfingham was admitted to fe. 
veral conferences with James himfelf, in which 
he infifted on the’ fame topics contained in the 

. letter, and the King repeated his former anfwers, 
Arter fuftering feveral indignities from the 

arrogance of Arran and his®creatures, he re- 

turned to England, without concluding any new 
treaty with the King. Walfingham was, next to 
Burleigh, the minifter on whom the chief weight 
of the Englifh adminiftration refted ; and when 
a perfon of his rank ftept fo far out of the om 
dinary road of bufinefs, as to undertake a long 
journey in his old age, and under a declining 
ftate of health, cfome affair of confequence was 
fuppofed to be the caufe, or fome important 
event was expected to be the eftect of this mea- 

fure. But as nothing confpicuous either occa- 
fioned or followed this embaffy, it is probable 
that Elizabeth had no other intention in employ- 
ing this fagacious minifter, than to difcover, 
with exaétnefs, the capacity and difpofition of 

the Scottifh King, who was naw arrived at a 

time of life when, with fome degree of certainty, 
conjectures might be formed concerning his 
charaéter and future condué. As James pol. 

feffed talents of that kind, which make a bette 

figure in converfation than in aétion, he gained 
a great deal by this interview with the Englith 

fecretary; 

ஓ  



fecretary, who, notwithftanding the cold reeep- s 00 K 
tion which he met with, gave fuch an advanta- , Vl 
geous reprefentation of his abilities, ag deter- ~ 1523. 
mined Elizabeth to treat him, henceforward, 
with greater decency and refpeét'. 

Exizasetn’s eagernefs to proteét the confpi- 
rators rendered James more violent, in his pro- 
ceedings againft them. As they had all refufed 
to accept of pardon upon the terms which he 
had offered, they were required, by a new pro- 
clamation to furrender themfelves prifoners. 
The Earl of Angus alone complied; the reft 
either fled into England, or obtained the King’s 
licence to retire into foreign parts. A conven- 
tion of eftates was held, the members of which, 
deceived by an unworthy artifice of Arran’s, 
declared thofe concerned in the Raid of Ruth- 

ven to have been guilty of high treafon; ap- 

pointed the aé paffed laft year approving of 
their condué to be expunged out of the records ; 

and engaged to fupport the King in profecuting 

the fugitives with the utmoft rigour of law. 

Tur confpirators, though far from having done 
any thing that was uncommon in thatage, among 

mutinous nobles,-and under an unfettled ftate of 

government, muft be acknowledged to have been 

guilty ofan aét of treafon againft their fovereign ; 

and James, who confidered their conduét in this 

light, had good reafon to boaft of his clemency, 

when he offered to pardon them upon their con- - 

fefling their érime. But, on the other hand, it 

I Mele. 293. Cald. iii, 258. Jeb. ii. 536, 
EE 4 : mutt
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B 29 0.  muft be allowed that, after the King’s voluntary * 

Tae 
உ 

1584. 
The cleray 
favour the 
eonfpirators,~ 

and initate 
the King. 

promifé. of a: general oblivion, they hadfome 
reafon to. complain of breach of faith, and, witl:. 
out. the moft unpardonable imprudence, could 
not have put their lives in Arran’s power. 

_ Tur, intereft. of the church was confiderably 
affeéted by,thefe contrary revolutions. While 
the ‘confpirators kept poffeflion of power, the 
clergy not only recovered, but extended, their 

‘ privileges. As ‘they had formerly declared the 
hierarchy to be unlawful, they took fome bold 
meafures. towards exterminating the epifcopal 
order out of the church 3 and it was owing more 
to Adamfon’s dexterity in perplexing’ and 
lengthening out, the. procefs for that’ purpofe; 
than.to their own.want, of zeal, that they did 
not. deprive, and perhaps.excommunicate, all the 
bifhops in Scotland.,,, When the King recovered 
his liberty, things put on aver 'y different afpeét. 
The favour beftowed upon Arran, the enemy of 
every thing decent and facred, and the rigorous 
profecution of thofe nobles. who had been the 
moft zealous defenders. of the Proteftant caufe, 
were confidered as fure prefages of the approach- 
ing ruin of the church... The clergy could not 
conceal .their apprehenfions;' nor view this im-. 
pending danger in filence.,. Drury, who had 
been reftored to. his officeas one of the minifters 
of Edinburgh, openly applauded.the’ Raid of 
Ruthven in the pulpit; at which the: King was fo 
enraged, that,, notwithitanding,fome: fymptoms. 
of his fubmiflion, he commanded him to refign 

19 : his
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his eee in the city... Mr. Andrew Melyil, 9௦9 
being fummoned before the privy council; to an 

* {wer for the doétrine which he had uttered ina 
fermon at St, -Andrews, and accufed ofcomparing 
the prefent grievances of the nation with thofe 
under James III., and: of intimating obliquely 

_ that they ought to be redreffed in the fame man- 
ner, thought it incumbent on him to behave with 
great firmnefs, . He declined the jurifdiction of 
a civil court, in a caufe which he maintained to ° 

be purely ecclefiaftical; the prefbytery, of which 
he was a member, had, as he contended, the fole 
right to call him to.account, for words {poken in 
the pulpit; and neither the King nor council 
could judge, in the firft inftance, of the doétrine. 
delivered by preachers, without violating the 
immunities of tle church. This.exemption from 
civil juri{diétion was a privilege which the Popifh, 
ecclefiaftics, admirable judges of whatever con- 
tributed to increafe the luftre ér power of their 
body, had long ftruggled for, and had at laft ob- 
tained. If the fame plea had-now been admitted, 
the Proteftant clergy would have become inde- 

pendent om the civil magiftrate ; and an order of 
men extremely ufeful to fociety, while they in- 
culcate .thofe duties which tend to promote its 
happinefs, and. tranquillity, might have become 
no lefs pernicious, by teaching without fear: or 
controul, the, moft dangerous principles, or by 
exciting their hearers to the moft defperate and. 
lawlefs aétions..|, The King, jealous to.excefs of 
‘his prerogative, was alarmed as this daring en- 
croachment on it; and as Melvil, by his learn- 

ing  
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‘BO OX ing and zeal, had acquired the reputation and - 
VI. authority of head of the party, he refolved to 
= punifh-him with the rigour which that pre-emi- * 

ச nence rendered neceflary, and to difcourage, by 
a timely feverity, the revival of fuch a dangerous 
claim. Melvil, however, avoided his rage, by 
flying into England; and the pulpits refounded 
with complaints that the King had extinguifhed 
the light of learning in the kingdom, and de- 

" prived the church of the ableft and moft faithful 
guardian of its liberties and difcipline™. 

Tuuse violent declamations of the clergy 
againft the meafures of the court were ex- 
tremely acceptable to the people. The confpi- 
rators, though driven out of the kingdom, fill 
poffeffed great influence there; and as they had 
every thing to fear from the refentment of a 
young Prince, irritated by the furious councils 
of Arran, they never ceafed foliciting their ad- 
herents to take arms in their defence. Gowrie, 
the only perfon among them who had fubmitted 
to the King, and accepted of a pardon, foon 
repented of a ftep which loft him the efteem of 
one party, without gaining the confidence of 
the other; and, after fuffering many mortifica- 
tions from the King’s negleé and the haughti- 
nefs of Arran, he was at laft commanded to. 
leave Scotland, and to refide in France. While 
he waited at Dundee for an opportunity ‘to 
‘embark, he was informed that the Earls of 
Angus, Mar, and the tutor of Glamis, had con- 

™ Spotfw. 330. Cald. iii. 304. 
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" certed a fcheme for furprifing the caftle of § Stir. BOOK 
ling. © In his fituation, little perfuafion-was ne- வலு 
ceffary to draw him to engage init. Under va- 15% 
rious pretexts he put off his voyage, and- lay : 
ready to take arms on the day fixed by the con- 
{pirators for the execution of their entérprife. 
His lingering fo long at Dundee, .without any 
apparent reafon, awakened the fufpicion of the 
court, proved fatal to himfelf, and difappointed , 
the fuccefs of the confpiracy. Colonel William 
Stewart furrounded the houfe where he lodged 
with a body of foldiers, and, in fpite of his re- 

fiftance, took him prifoner. Two days after, 
Angus, Mar, and Glamis feized the caftle of 
Stirling, and ereéting their ftandard there, pub- 
lifhed a manifefto, declaring that they took arms 
for no other reafon but to remove from the 
King’s prefence a minion who had acquired 
power by the moft unworthy, actions, and who 
exercifed it with the moft intolerable infolence. 
The account of Gowrie’s imprifonment ftruck a 
damp upon their. fpirits. They imputed it to 

treachery on his part, and fufpeéted, that as he 

had formerly deferted, he had now betrayed 
them. At the fame time Elizabeth having ne- 
gleéted to fupply them in good time with a 
fum of money, which fhe-had promifed to 

them, and their friends and vyaffals coming in 

flowly, they appeared irrefolute and difheart. " 
ened; and as the King, who aéted with great 
vigour, advanced towards them at the head 

of twenty thoufand men, they fled precipi- 
tately towards England, and with difficulty 

made  
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BOOK made their efcape’.' This rafh and feeble at: 

__, tempt produced fuch effeéts ‘as ufually folloy 
is%4.  difappointed confpiracies: It not only hurt the 

caufe for which it was undertaken, but added 

firength and reputation to the King; confirmed 

Arran’s power; and enabled them to purfue 
their meafures with more boldnefs and greater 
fuccefs. -Gowrie was the firft viétim of their 
refentment. After a very informal trial, a jury 
-of peers found him guilty of treafon, and he 

ட " 4was publicly beheaded at Stirling. * 
a To humble the church was the King’s next 

-mentheld, ftep. But as it became neceffary, for this pur- 
pofe; to call in the aid’of the legiflative autho- 
rity, a parliament was haftily fummoned: and 
while fo many of the nobles were banifhed out 
of the kingdom, or forbidden to appear in the 
King’s prefence; while Arran’s haughtinefs kept 
fome at a diftance, and intimidated others ; the 

meeting confifted only of fuch as were abfolutely 
_Severelaws at the devotion of the court. In order to con- 
againft the : ; 
ciurch,  Ceal the laws which were framing from the 

knowledge of the clergy, the lords of the articles 
were fworn to fecrecy; and when fome of the 
minifters, who either fufpeéted or were informed 
of the danger, deputed one of their number to 
declare’ their apprehenfions to the King, he was 
feized at the palace-gate, and carried to a diftant 

_prifon. Others, attempting to enter the parlia- 
ment-houfe, were refufed admittance®; and 

௩ Home’s Hit. of Houfe of Dougl. 376. Spotfw. 330. 
Calderw. iii. 324, &c.. 
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