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Co 
man will be pre{tumptuous enough to fay, that 
his knowledge cannot be enlarged by the la- 

' bours of others? Thus, in whatever point of 

view the Chirurgical. Journal is confidered, 
it prefents-refources that are expetted in vain | 
from any other production, and, at the fame 

time, is exempt from the inconveniences to 

which they are fubject. It becomes then 

the duty of thofe who love.and cultivate this 
art, to contribute all in their power to the 

perfection of which it is fufceptible; for, in 

furgery, to demonftrate that an undertaking 
is ufeful, is to impofe on every one an obli- 
gation to co-operate for its completion; and 
we do not fay too much in obferving, that, 
by:a refufal, we are guilty of voluntary homi- 

cide, according to the maxim we fhall never 
0௦816 to repeat, Occidit qui non fervat, 

ஜ். 
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the furgeon Introduced a ftaff into the bladder, to 

‘be reaflured of the prefence of a flone, then gave to 

’ the handle of the inftrument a dire¢tion perpen= 

dicular to the axis of the body, inclining it a little 
, towards the left groin, and applied its concave part 

under the fymphifis pubis. He then introduced, in 

the groove of the ftaff, (which was now inclined to 
the right,) the. beak of Mr. Hawkins’s imiproved 
gorget, the edge of which was inclined to the left fide 
‘and downwards, and, whilft it was paffed alongs the 
groove, ‘the handle was flightly depreffed; by which 

means he avoided wounding the bottom and the left 

fide of the bladder with the cutting edge of the gorget, 
The incifion was then profecuted obliquely in the 
pofterior and left part of the urethra, and neck of 
the bladder; he withdrew the ftaff, and, with his 

right fore finger placed on the gorget, paffed it gently 

into the bladder; the forceps was then introduced, and, 

in withdrawing the gorget, he formed a kind of femi- 
circle round the forceps, from the left to the right, 

to avoid wounding the furrounding parts. ‘The ftone 

was felt a fecond time, but could not’ be grafped: a 

. fabttance of a moderate fize was felt at the extremity 

" of the forceps, in that part of the bladder where the ftone 

was firft difcovered, without experiencing that peculiar 

fenfation which refults from an inftrument coming in 

contact with a bare ftone: after fome fruitlefs attempts 

he withdrew the forceps, pafied his fore finger a fecond 

time into the bladder, and, in the room of a ftone, ~ 

a tumour was felt, which yielded eafily to the preffure of 
the finger, At the moment fome doubts were enter- 

Da tained
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inftrument was-withdrawn, and டர் his finger, which 

. ferved him as a conductor, it was difengaged, and 

was afterwards eafily extraéted by means of a pair of 

_ common forceps. Lhe time of the operation was pro- 

longed in confequence of waiting for an inftrument, 

which, before its eS there was no pro- 

babilicy ot wanting. The pain of the operation fhe 

fuftained with courage and fortitude. She was put on 

low diet, and prefcribed a light decoétion of dog’s 

tooth and linfeed, f{weetened with fyrup of marfh- 

-mallows. She pafied the next day and night well, 

complaining only of a fmarting fenfation, produced 
by the pafiage of urine, which paffed away involuntarily, 

and drop by drop. The next day there was a heat 

inthe fkin and a frequency in the pulfe ; the belly 

neither tender nor painful. The third day, the pa- 
tient feeling herfelf well, and not apprehending any 

farther ill confequences, took fome folid food, which 
fhe procured clandeftinely. “The fourth day, fhe was 

ftill better; and ‘now finding no inconvenience from 

‘ folid nutriment, fhe eat ftill more liberally. The 

் fifth day, there was fome fever, the tongue dry, and 

“the belly painful and tender. She was bled at 

the arm: two enemas adminiftered in the courfe of 

the day, and was ordered to drink plentifully of 

veal broth and decoétion of dog’s tooth, which fhe 

took alternately. The fixth day, 0 was more calm ; 
the fever, heat, drynefs of the tongue, and the pain 

in the belly, were abated. The urine ftill came 

"away involuntarily, but without much fmarting. The 
eighth day, fhe had no fever, and the belly was eafys 

Day 4 fhe
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_ ‘The body was opened publicly in the Theatre: the 
{ternal table of the os frontis was not injured, and 

the dura-mater not even detached from the cranium, 

but was covered with a yellow mucus, confequent to 

‘the inflammation, and which feemed. to have infi- 

snuated itfelf in the cellular fub{tance. All the fur- 

face of the left hemifphere of the brain, and a part of 
‘the.anterior lobe of the right fide, was covered with 

the fame mucus, and which had communicated a - 

tinge to the cortical fubftance. Sig 

' Agreeable to the opinion of Monfieur Quefnoy, 

inthe firft volume of the Memoirs. of the Academy of 
Surgery, this patient fhould have been trepaned oa 

the firft appearance of the fymptoms. 5 

But a queftion: arifes, on what part would you — 

trepan? We have many doubtful indications, nor 

js there one fuficiently decifive to point out where the 

inftrument fhould be applied: The feat of the mif- 

chief, we had reafon to prefume, was on the left fide, 

from the injury received on the. external table of the 

9s frontis, and from that: part being peculiarly affected 

with pain; yet, flill the paralytic affection of the left 

‘ fide of the body gave rife to a fulpicion that the 

- 08016 exifted in the right, For the fake of argument, 

Jet us fuppofe, that the furgeon, not deterred by 

thefe contra-indications, after the unfuccefsful appli- 

cation of the trepan-on one fide, had determined to - 

atcempt it-on the other: what particular part “would 

_ he have trepaned? He muft have multiplied its ap- 

plication at. the hazard of difcovering the feat of the 

 effufion; and what advantage could he have obtained
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fame quantity of oi! of fweet almonds, were exhi- 
bited. An hour after Mr. Dangas had taken this 

portion, he made fruitlefs efforts to break wind 
backwards ;' and, perfuaded that his health depended 

on this circumftance, demanded eagerly fome me- 

dicine to produce this effect. A little time afterwards, 

feeling a difpofition to go to ftool, he raifed himfelf 
to go to the chair, which he had fcarce reached when ~ 

he’ was attacked with fincope. He was removed to 

_his bed, when, in a moment, he was attacked witha cold 

~ fweat over the whole furface of the body, his countenance 

changed, and the pulle became fo weak as fcarcely 

to be’ diftinguithed. The ceffation of thefe fymp- 

toms, Mr, Bruguiere prognofticated, was a deceitful 
calm, and that it was the forerunner only of internal 

gangrene and approaching death, . 

As the examination of the body could only eX= 

plain the caufe of his fudden dececse, Mr. Bruguiere, 

in the prefence of fome other furgeons, made an. 

opening into the abdomen, On the firft incifion, 

a vaft quantity of air was extricated, accompanied. 

with fome explofion, and followed with a difcharge 

of purulent matter, mixed with oil and other liquids 

which the patient had fwallowed: this induced the 

affiftants to fufpeét that the ftomach or ‘inteftines 

had been unintentionally wounded. ‘The omentum 

was found, in different parts, in a ftate of foppuration. 

The inteftines, {mall as well as large, were inflamed, 

and, in part, gangrenous, and their external coat 

_ detached by fuppuration. 
I 4 ; டி
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kidney, and, {topping in the eee had intercepted 
the courfe of the urine. 

We have no cafes to adduce in fappore af the 
opinion, that retention of the urine, in the ureter, is 
éver occafioned by pus or infpiffated mucus : this, as 
a, caufe of obftruction, we have only advanced on 

' the authority of authors, and not from our opinion ; 
we alfo entertain our doubts refpecting the {pafmodic _ 
affeCiion of the ureters, or at leaft it is a quefiion 
whether their: powers of contraction and fpafin are 
fufficient to obftruét the paflage of urine; for, cer- 
tainly, there is no analogy of ftructure between thefe 
tubes and the capillary veffels of the kidneys: we can 
conceive that thefe laft, if poffefied of creat tone, 
might contract fufficiently on themfelves for their 
cavities to be effaced; but, for the fame effeé to take 
place in the ureters, we muft fuppofe they poffefs 
nearly the fame irritability as mufcles; and we are 

equally difinclined to believe they have this property 
as to agree with Hoffman in their motions of ae 
and diaftole. 

* We alfo are very doubtful that the colon, when 

diftended with flatus, can comprefs the ureter with 
fufficient force to produce fuppreffion of urine ; but 

. this effect often refuits from large tumours, ficuated in 

the cavity of the pelvis: an inflance of which oc- 

curred lately, in a fubje€t brought for anatomical 
demonttration. A fchirrus uterus, of the fize of the 
fift, was adhering to the pofterior part of the bladder. 
The two ureters were dilated to tht fize of the 
finger; the infundibulum, of the right fide, was 

twice
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gemarked an evident projection, about one finger’s 

width above the condyles of the humerus, which 

was occafioned by the proceffus olecranon. Mf, 

Cafaubon candidly acknowledges, . that he was rather 

at a lofs how to prevent the confequences that would 

refult from fuch a fetious accident.’ But, agreeable 

to the practice recommended by different authors 

on the difeafes of the bones, he preferved it in a 

flex Polition: Mr. Cafaubon obferves, that, according 

to the opinions of the different authors alluded to, 

he expeéted ankilofis would be the inevitable. con- 

fequence. Fortunately the fufferings of the patient 

would not admit of that degree of flexion withed 

for by Mr. Cafaubon. 
During the fourth day, the fyinptoms were sail | 

but extremely aggravated at night. On the next day, 
the fwelling of the extremity having increafed, the 
dteffings were removed; and, at this time, Mr. Ca- 

faubon, reflecting ferioufly on the future fituation 

of his patient, recalléd to his mind the practice 

that Mr. Default recommended, in, his leétures, in 

fimilar cafes, and the charaGterntic diftinGtions of this 

particular fpecies of fracture. Mr. Cafaubon regulated 
his conduét accordingly, by extending the arm, whilft 
the fame bandage maintained the fractured parts in 

their fituation. The next day, he was eafy, and flept 

for.about three hours in the courfe of the night. By 

the eighth day, the fwelling had nearly fubfided: 
and from that to the fifteenth the bandage was kept 

moift by the application of the lotion; and, on this” 
day, the டம் were ட when the fwelling 

and
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CAS. E- XIV, 

MoM. Leclerc, the fame age as the preceding, 
fractured her left clavicle about the middle, 

in falling down ftairs. She was admitted into the - 

Hotel Dieu on the 24th of Auguft, 1788, two days 
after the accident. In 25 days fhe was difcharged 
perfectly cured. ; 

  

CoA So XV. 

A ARY Nivet, of Paris, 75 years of age, frac- 
tured her clavicle on the 29th of July, 1788. 

During the treatment of her cafe, fhe was frequently 

attaéked with affections of the prima viz, colics, 860. 

occafioned moft probably by a large umbilical hernia, 

which fhe had for a confiderable time, and was at 

this period irreducible. ‘Thefe circumftances, together 

with her advanced age, were no impediment to the 

perfect reunion of the fraCture, which took place on 

the 20d day, , 

02/04/1447  
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vention to Theden, he ftill has the merit of bring= 

ing it into general ufe, and of explaining the mode 
of aétioi and the effects of compreffion. ” 

There is, however, one effect that feems to have 

efcaped the notice of Theden, which is, the de- 

{truction of the callous edges in old ulcers. In the 

vaft number ef patients in the Hotel Dieu, this 

fymptom is frequently obferved, and yet there is 

no neceftty for employing incifions, »{carifications, 

cauftics, epifpaftics, and other means propofed by 

authors, and employed by the generality of prac- 

titioners. Compreffion, with a neat methodical way. 

of dreffing, conftantly fucceeds (and often in a few 

days) in the deftruction of thefe callofities. 

Compreffion is alfo the only means of prevent- 

ing the return of varicous ulcers. 

The ftocking made of fkin; laced, generally em- 

ployed after cicatrization, is not a new invention : 

it, was known to Fabricius Aquapendente, Wifeman, 

Scultetus, &c.; and dog’s fkin, as being fupple’ 

and elaftic, was then, as it is now, appropriated to 

this ule, 
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by means of a flight degree of extenfion. In addition 

to this there was a crepitus, and a motion, of the 

trochanter major when the thigh was rotated. ‘This 

eminence, from this time, became the centre of mo- 

tion, and turned on its axis like a pivot, inftead of 

executing its ordinary revolutions in the arch of a 

circle. 

This woman was dreffed, and fixed to the head 

of the bed, in the fame manner as the preceding pa- 

tient; but, to prevent the leg being drawn up to- 

wards the body, the foot was retained by a bandage, 

the middle of which was paffed behind the leg, above ” 

the malleoli, and the ends decuflated each other on 

the back of the foot, then fecured by a knot on the 
fole of the foot, and afterwards fecured to the foot- 

board of the bed. By this method a conftant exten- 

fion was kept up, the patient not the leaft incom- 
moded, nor any pain whatever experienced during 

- the treatment. ட்ட i 

Two months after the accident fhe was difcharged 
the hofpital perfectly cured, with only a fmall degree 
of rigidity in the articulation, from want of exer~ 

cife. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 


