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"PREFACE.

FFVHE indulgence of the Public is
& {olicited in favour of a Work,
that has for v'i;ts avowed object, the
good of mankind and the improvement
of the feience of furgery,

It is not fufficient to be Aaéqllainted
~with the general and ancient hiftory of
t«his‘ important art: its progreflive and
daily imp;oyéments ought to claim a -
fuperior fhare of our attention,

We are well acquainted with the in-
eftimable advantages derived from the
practical works of a Pott, a Gooch,
and a Warner, and many others, whofe
~ names are unneceflary to mention ; and,*

if
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if the fphere of chirurgical information
has been fo much enlarged by the la-
bours of our own countrymen, are we |
not juftified in fuppofing, that the Public A
will be equally benefited by the ob-
fervations of the authors of the Chirur=
gical Jovmal?
From the exalted character of Mr.
Default, as an anatomifty and a8 g
furgeon, much may, Wlth propnetyJ A
be expeted; and, I truft, that thofe,'l
who honour thefe fheets with a perufal,
will, in this inftance at leaft, not be
difappointed. i -
Of the general utility of the pubh—_
cation, after what Mr. Default has ob-
_ferved in his introduion, little remains
to be faid. :
The fidelity of the tranflation has
been attempted to be obferved, as far |
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INTRODUCTION.

Occidit qui non ﬁr‘vat.’

HERE can this maxim with more

peculiar propriety be affixed than at
the beginning of a Chirurgical Journal ? It
conveys one of thofe important truths which
cannot be too often inculcated, or too atten-.
tively confidered by every Surgeon : on all oc-
cafions, his conduét will be influenced by its
obfervance ; like a faithful monitor, it will in- -
cellantly recall his daty to recollection ; and
warn hlm, that not only what he does, but
' what he omits to do, may render him guilty
of homicide. ‘It would have been fortunate
for the caufe of humanity, if they, who had
deftined themfelves to the curative art, had
refle@ed on this motto with the attention it
deferves ; the extent and importance of the
duties attached to their profeflion would have

‘been more deeply imprefled on their minds.
B The
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The profpect of the obligations they would
owe to fociety might have induced them to
renounce their intentions; but, what incon-
venience would have arifen! Little can be
expected from the' exertions of a ‘man, who_,-"
confcious of his own indolence, even fhrinks
from refleétion on his'duty. . If the truth of
this maxim had its full influence, the prac-
tice of furgery ‘would be confined to men ofv'
talents and integrity. - The ftudent, fenfible
that heis refponfible for confequences which
- his want of afliduity may occafion, will ap-
ply to more advantage his means of infor-
mation, -and avoid the rifk of being, at fome
period, the murderer of hl_rn, who 1mplores,
his affiftance, and who. expects.life: from ' his
attention. The man of genius, who has made
ufeful difcoveries, and, the, experienced. prac-.'
titioner, are both convinced, in the eatly part.
of their lives, that they. camnot, withoat a
crime injurious: to humanity, referve exclu-
fively to themfelves the fruit of their labours., |
And, as the death of many might be ecea-
fioned by the delay of a fingle day, they: will
be eager in adopting the readieft mode of pub-
llcatlon The Chirurgical Journal . will ‘be
the qu1cke{’c and leaft expenfive. medium; of
communication; and it offers fo; many: other:
i B : CE i advan-

-
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* advantages, that we have reafon to be alto-
pifhed that no one conceived the idea till the
middle of the eighteenth century: it is not
a work for which there can be a fubftitute;
and, at prefent, it will fupply the place of all
others. Too many books on furgery are als
ready publifhed, and we have reafon to ap-
prehend the number will be ftill more multi-
plied: thefe circumftances will neceffarily tend
to injure the {cience; for, independant of the
expence of new publications which the finans
ces of a young practitioner will rarely per=
mit him to afford, he expends his time in the
perufal of books containing no new infor=
mation, or, perhaps, only a trifling number
of obfolete faéts, which might be comprifed
in a few pages. Science is, at prefent, too
muth advanced to fuppofe that new ideas only
¢an be prefented to the mind, and that vo-
lumes can be written on fubjects already fre-
quently-difcuﬂ'cd, and which, in faét, would
contain merely -the fame ideas conveyed in
different language.

Surgery then could not fail of being im-
proved, if, inftead of compofing a-volume,
or even a complete fyftem, in which fome
new truths are blended with the whole, we

- were to expofe thefe truths with fimplicity
B 2 ) and
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anid precifion in a Journal. If we reflect on
the fate of all works, both ancient and mo-
dern, we fhall find them, in fome meafure,
defe&ive, and that, in fome degree, they are
fufceptible of improvement, and we mean
ours to ferve as a fupplement to°thefe pro-
du@ions. - This work has the invaluable ad-
vantage of belonging to all nations, to all
ages, and of being always new. It is eafy
to fupply omiffions, to correét the errors of
others and ourfelves. It is the property of
all, who contribute, by their labour, to its
perfection ; and, by publifhing their names
with their produltions, we give to each the
tribute of merit which is his due. In what-
ever country profeflional men may refide, it
offers an eafy method of correfpondence, and
opens an ample field for that difcuflion which
is frequently neceflary to diffipate doubt, and
to ferve for the diffufion of truth. From the
numerous and important obfervations of
which it ought to be the repofitory, it will
furnith fuch cafes to the young and timid
practitioner as will ferve for the application
of his precepts, and tend to difpel his doubts
and confirm his practice; it will be even
ufeful to the experienced praétitioner, by af-
fording him new information : for, what

man
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man will be prefumptuous enough to fay, that
his knowledge cannot be enlarged by the la-
* bours of others? Thus, in whatever point of
view the Chirurgical Journal is confidered,
it prefents refources that are expected in vain
from any other production, and, at the fame
time, is exempt from the inconveniences to
which they are fubject. It becomes then
the duty of thofe who love and cultivate this
art, to contribute all in their power to the
perfection of which it is fufceptible ; for, in
furgery, to demonftrate that an undertaking
is ufeful, is to impofe on every one an obli-
gation to co-operate for its completion; and
we do not fay too much in obferving, that,
by a refufal, we are guilty of voluntary homi-
cide, according to the maxim we fhall never
ceafe to repeat, Occidit qui non fervar,

®
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fcarce elapfed, from the time of the accident, when
the face was confiderably fwelled ; the infide of the
mouth was blackened by the powder and fmoke,
and the right half of the tongue lacerated and burnt;
the lower jaw was fraCtured on the right fide, be-
tween the canine tooth and the firft dens molaris ; the
right fragment was fituated behind the left, and
rode over it above half an inch ; the other teeth, as
well as the inferior and fuperior alveolar proceffes,
had efcaped injury; but, towards the pofterior and
right fide of the arch of the palate, a hole was/
difcerned fufficiently large to admit the thumb with
cafe, and conneéted with a laceration that extended
to the velum pendulum palati, From fuch an ac-
cident, the moft ferious confequences were to be ap-
prehended ; befides, there was realon to fuppofe that
the balls, after crofling the pofterior noftrils, might
have penetrated the cranium, and be lodged in the
brain. To afcertain the extent of the milchief, Mr,
Default introduced a female ftaff’ through the opening
in the arch of the palate, which he paﬁ%d forward, an&
in every poffible dire€tion, without dxfcovermg any -
communication with the cranium, which induced him
to hope that the cafe might terminate favourably ; but
as the patient had fignified that the piftol was loaded
with three balls, it yet remained to difcover their
fituation. ‘Al refearches had been hitherto ineffeGual ;
he intimated, by figns, that he had not fwallowed them;
and, as they were not found in his clothes, nor in the
blood that he loft, it was fufPe&cd they were ftopped
bys
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g :
by, and buried in, the ethmoidal cells and fphenoidal

. finufles, &c.

The- funétions of the brain not being influenced by
the accident, was a circumftance favourable to the
event of the cafe. The hemorrhage, from the nofe
and the arch of the palate, was confiderable enough
to require immediate attention. With this view, a
flexible filver probe was introduced through the right

“noftril into the fauces, the extremity of it paffed for- -

ward, and, by the affiftance of a finger, brought out
of the mouth: in effeting this, fome difficulty was
experienced in confequence of the fwelling. At the
extremity of the probe, the ends of two waxed liga-
tures were fixed, to the middle of which a doffil of
lint was tied, fufficiently large to fill up that part
of the pharynx that correfponded to the pofterior

poftrils. In drawing the probe and ligature through

the nofe, the doffil was conveyed with it, and, by'
means of the finger, introduced by the fauces, it was

.applie'd to the pofierior opening of the noftrils. The

two ligaru:es that pafled out of the nofe were. then fepa-
rated, and one was applied to the feptum nafi, and the
other to the oppofite fide. The noftrils were then filled
with fmall doffils of lint; and, on the laft, which was
larger than the reft, the ends of the two ligatures were
tied: thofe thag remained in the mouth, for the
purpofe of withdrawing the doffil fituated in the EEfO-
phagus, were fixed on the cheek.

After this hemorrhage was ftopped, the reduction of
the fra&tured jaw was unfuccefsfully attempted, in
confequence of the fwelling and tenfion of the foft

parts.
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patts. . Comprefies, moiftened with aq. vcg min, h

were conftantly applied to' the' chin, cheeks, and fu-
petior part of the neck, and a decoction of marfh-
aallows prefcribed for a gargle: “the {welling in-
creafed confiderably during the night: the next day

deglutition « was painful .and laborious ; and, as the
fwelling  progreflively increafed, on the fecond day

he was unable to fwallow ; ;. but ftill, * though ap-
pearances were alarming, Mr. Default, relying on

cafes he had formerly feen, did not dcfpaxr of fuc--

Cef.)

withdrawn, fome through the noftril, and that in the
fauces threugh' the mouth, - by means of ligatures,
left, with that intention, on the outfide of the cheek.
A large hollow bougie, of the elaftic gum, with a

‘bent pfob'e, lilke a catheter, was introduced by the -
left noftril, and pufhed as far as the middle and pof-

terior part of the pharynx: the probe was then w1th-

drawnwith one hand, whillt the bougie was fupportcd 3

and fixed by the other: it was pufhed ftill niore

forward, with ' the intention  of pafﬁncr it into the-

“zfophagus ; but, deviating from the right dlre&lon,
it paffed -into- the larynx, which was known by a
fort of guogling noife, and by the flame of a candle
being agitated when prcfcnted to the orifice. It was
immediately withdrawn, and, at the’ fecond attempt,

‘was pafied into the inferior part of the pharynx, and -

thence into the afophagus; and we were affured
of this from the fame cfiects not taking place when

the

The d'oﬂil_s of lint, with which the pofterior nof-,
wils were filled, being deemed unneceflary, were

!j' P S
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the experiment of the candle was repeated.  The
. inftrument was ﬁxed externally, by means of a ligature
tied to its extremity, and the ends twifted on two
pins, and pinned to each fide of his night-cap. Mr.
Default, with 2 {yringe, injeéted four ounces of a
ptifan of dog’s tooth fweetened with fyrup of lemons,
which was- afterwards petformed by the nurfe, being
previoufly inftructed. By this contrivance, as much
broth and ptifan as his fituation required was ex-
hibited without inconvenience. He was apprifed of
the neceflity of taking fuftenance, not by the ge-
neral feelings of hunger and thirft, butby.a pecu--
liar fenfation of weaknefs and dragging in the.epi-
gaftric region, which ceafed when he had taken
nourithment. Thefe fluids paffed through the =fo-
phagus into. the ftomach, without producing uneafi~
nefs, or exciting any difpofition to vomit. On the
third day the fever and heat were rather confiderable.
The .infide of the mouth was filled with portions of
floughs, which were in part detached by the conftant
application of .the faliva and gargles.. 'The fourth
ddy, when fuppuration commenced, the lacerated
parts of the tongue began to feparate. A gargle of
aq. hord. with mel. rofl. was prefcribed.  Not any
nutriment, either folid or fluid, could be taken, as
the pharynx was perfeétly impervious, in confequence
of the confiderable fwelling that had taken place;
but, as the bougie ferved as a fubflitute, it was of
little moment. On the feventh, the fwelling had, in
fome meafure, fubfided, the fever lefs, the fuppura-
ton from the infide of the mouth abundant, but the

B
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pus of a greyifh colour and feetid, which rendered the
frequent ufe of the gargle neceflary.

On the fifteenth, the fwelling of the cheeks and
mouth was nearly difperfed. Mr. Default, who was

SIS S

anxious to reduce the jaw, made another ineffectual

attempt. The patient daily improved, nor did the
bougie occafion the leaft inconvenience : his ftrength
was fupported by means of nourifhing jellies.

From the fifteenth to the twentieth nothing remark- |

able occurred ; the mouth was clean, and many - of
the ulcerated parts were cicatrized ; the torn parts
of the velum pendulum palati were united, but the
hole in the arch of the palate ftill remained. The
farther continuance of the bougie being deemed un-
neceffary, it was withdrawn: he attempted to take
fome broth, but without fuccefs, in confequence of
the general injury the parts had fuftained, and their
not being accuftomed to their natural ation. The
patient, finding the ufe of the bougie conveniert, re-
quefted its farther continuance : he wore it for thiity
days after the accident, and even wiflied to continue

N
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its ufe ftill longer ; but he relinquithed this idea, on |

being affured, that the inconveniences arifing from

leaving it off would foon fubfide, and that the obfer-
vance of fuch a ftri€t regimen was attended with dan-
ger ; befides, the defire of regaining his tafte and voice.
was another inducement. The difficulty that he ex-
perienced in deglutition for many days gradually di-
minithed ; his pronunciation, at firft, was embarrafl-
ing and laborious; the tones of his voice, being
nafal, confufed, and with difficulty articulated. The

frac-
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frattired portions of the lower jaw were confiderably
lefs deranged than immediately after the accident, ‘but
* the inequality was ftill one-fixth of an inch. The frac-
tured furfaces of the bone not being in immediate con-
tact, and the parts being conftantly meiftened with the
faliva, were circumftances unfavourable to the forma-
tion of callus. Another fruitlefs attempt was made
for its reduétion, and, at laft, it was left to the re-
fources of nature. He remained at Paris one month
after he had declined the ufe of the bougie, and then
returned to his family with thefe diftrefing proofs of
his rafthnefs. At this time there remained three ¢i-
catrices on his right cheek, which united at the com-
miffure or junétion of the lips; thefe were occafioned
by the laceration produced by the explofion of the
powder; the fractured jaw was not yet united, the
parts yet admitting of fome degree of motion; but
the irregularity was now much lefs perceptible, be-
ing not more than one-twelfth of an inch, and this
apparéntly occafioned by the firft dens molaris of
thc“right fide, that had been thrown inwards ; its ex-
tragtion was advifed, with the view of the parts re-
gaining, their natural fitvation. A fmall fiflure was
now only to be difcerned where the hole in the arch:
of the palate had exifted, and this feemed as if it
would foon be effaced: he partly recovered his tafte,
and, though maftication was yet painful, he could eat
folid food and chew even crufts of bread. Some
difficulty he experienced in fpeaking, nor was his pro-
nunciation diftinét, but when he wore {pectacles,
which produced a compreflion of the al of the nofe.

The
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- ‘The regimen and plan of treatment laid down for

his obfervance he rigidly adhered to, and, previous

#

to  his &epax’-‘ture, he waited on Mr. Default, to |

thank him for the prefervatien of that kife of which

this accident taught him the value.

®'E M A RIK S

. THE majority of thofe, Sihio attempt fuicide; are -
erroneouﬂy perfuaded that difcharging a loaded plf’cok

4 4

in the mouth is the quickeft and moft effe¢tual mode d
of deftroying exiftence.  In oppofition to this opi- -

nion *we can. adduce more than a folitary inftance,
and the Hoétel Dieu has already produced many.
The fraéture of the lower jaw affords confiderable
feope for refleétion.— Can it be attributed fimply to

the explofion of the powder, or to the recoil of the
piftol the inftant it was fired off between the teeth?

“To which of théfe caufes can we refer the effe?

And how ate we to account for the lower ] Jaw bemg
frattured and not the Upper; and the teeth, ‘at the
fame time, efcaping injury? The gradual dimi-
nution of the irregular union of the fracture is a circums=
ftance difficult to explain,* were we not juftified i in

- * We fhould rather fuppofe that the diminution of the defor= '

mxty was owing to the attious of the mufcles inducing abforbﬁon

by means of preflure: with refpet to the approximation of the .

magxillary bones, fubfequent to the operation of the lﬂare-hp, may
it not, with more propricty, be attributed to the additional’ depo-

fition of offific matter, than ‘to the aftion of the mukles of the’
fupenor lip?

fup—

e e e L
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fuppgﬁng,‘ that the deformity would be increafed by the

 preflure and eonftant action of the mufcles of: the in-
" ferior lip; for, itis obferved, that the mufeles of the fia

perior lip approxmmate the maxillary bones. {in young,
fubjects). after the operation of the hare-lip, with a fiffure
in the palate. Thefe queftions being more eurious than
ufeful, we {hall leave their difcuffion to thofe who are

- difpofed to reflet on the fubject.

. The favorable termination of this.cafe is certainly to,
be attributed to the introduion of the bougie of thel
elaftic gum; for, notwithftanding the remarkable care
and attention that he received, he centainly would have:
funk under the fever and difcharge, if we had nor
poflefled the means of repairing that lofs, by the ex~
hibition of proper nourithment. Had we not reafon to:
apprehend  the primae vie might be affeéted in: confe-
quence of the digeftive: fluids being injured by the in~
troduction of feetid pus into the ftomach, which:was
difcharged from. the mouth; < befides; . We were ac-
quainfed-with the inefficiency of nutritive: clyfters..

"The advantages refulting from thefe hollow elaftic:
bbugies are not confined to thefe cafes, they may be:

, advantageoufly employed in tetanos hydrophobia, fpaf-

modic  contraction of the pharynx, atony and palfy of
the mufcles of that part, as well as thefe of the tongues’
in cafes of tumors fituated between the coats, or even
in the paffage of the zfophagus, and fometimes in the
chieft; they may likewife be fuccefsfully ufed in cafes of
qbfcruéh,on of the refpiratory paflages, « particularly:
when that obftruétion is above the bronchia, as in col-
leGtions of matter in the internal part of the larynx, in

affections
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affeftions of its cartilages, in fome fiftulous affe@ions
of the trachea and larynx, and in wounds of thofs
parts. In cafes where deglutition and refpiration were :
obftrutted at the {fame time, they might be ufed with
advantage, as in fome {pecies of quincy, in wounds of '
the neck, or when the larynx and pharynx are both
divided, two bougies might be employed, and one in-
troduced through each noftril, and one by this means .
conveyed into the pharynx, and the other into the €
larynx.

Mr. Default has not yet had on opportunity of try-
ing it in thefe 'ci)mplicated cafes, but propofes to avail
himfelf of the firft that offers, nor does he think fuc-
cefs improbable. The eafe with which they are in-
troduced into the larynx, the little uneafinefs patients
have experienced when they have remained in that
canal for fome minutes, and the circumftances of ca-
nulas being left for many days after the operation of
bronchotomy, which is ftrictly analogous, obviate thofe
objections that may be urged refpecing the diHicﬁltx of
retaining the bougie in its firuation, in confequence of
the irritation that would be excited in that canal * +

mssocerec e
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* In a cafe of this defeription it would be effentially neceffary to
diftinguith the two bougies, which might be done, by tying two
pieces of different coloured ribbon, and, by this contrivance, we
fhould avoid injeting into the larynx; but, if it fhould occur, the.
furgeon would be apprized of the miftake by the convulfive cough
that the firft few drops, that were injected, would produce: in this

cafe it fhould be immediately fufpended, for fear of producing fatal
gonfequences.

CASE
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o Fratture of the Cranium, with Depreflion, cured ';wlpo/{t
the Application of the Trepan.

[By Mr, Gorgr', Surgeon to the Hétel Dzeu, at
Paris. ]

7 OSEPH" Gaguthier, a native of Befancon, aged 23,
of a good conflitution; was found, on the I7th
of O&ober, 1790, fenfclefs and weltering in his blood,
in confequence of a fall from a window, to wlnch
he had attempted to climb. ‘The furgeon of the
place, where the accident happened, bled him, and
perfuaded fome by- ﬂ'anders, who interefted them-
felves in hlS favour, to take him to the Hotel Dieu,
thre he was 1m1m:d1ately carried,  On his arrival,
he was drowzy and fenfelefs, with a difcharge of
blood from his nofe, but chiefly from his left ear:
 hi§ countenance was pale, his body cold and his pulfc
{eareely to be dxﬁmomfhcd
After the head was fhav ed, a number of contufions
were perceived, but the moft confiderable one was
fituated towards the anterior and inferior part of the
left parxetal bone : it was depreffed in the middle, ac-
companied with fwehmcr of the 1u1round1ncr parts,
No motion or crepxtus being felt on preﬁ"ur;:, thg
opinion was doubtful refpeting the ftate of the cra-
Rium. On farther examination, a fraGture of the

m;ddlc parr, of the lc,ft clavicle was difcoyered ; it was
C ‘ z:ranfx
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tranfverfe, and vﬁthout the irregularity that is always
occafioned by the depreflion of the humeral portion,
An emollient cataplafm was applied to the head, and the

fiattured clavicle maintained in its ficuation, by pla-

cing between the breaft and the arm a cuthion in
the form of a wedge; the thickeft part was applied
to the axilla, and the thinneft to the inferior part of
the humerus. The arm was brought to the fide, and
reained there by a bandage paffed round the body,
which included the elbow, and ferved as a fupport o
the arri and the humeral portion of the clavxclc,
while the fternal fragment was deprefied by means of
a comprefs ' placed obliquely on the fraGured part,
and fewed before and behind to the bandage that was
paffed round the trunk. He was put on low diet,
bled, and a.ptifan of dog’s tooth, with oxymel, was
exhibited. i

" The next morning he was better: the poultice to -

the head continued, and he was bled in the foot. In
the evening his recollcéhon was; 1n {fome dccrrce, re-
covered.

‘The third day, the fwclhng, produced by the cen=
tufion, having fubfided in part, we perceived a de-
prefiion of the cranium, with its anterior edge more
elevated than the pofterior, and about 2% inches'in
diameter. It was bounded, anteriorly, by the inferior
pait of the {femicircular ridge of the os frontis ; above,
by the infedor part of the parietal bone ; and, infe-
riorly, by the thelly portion of the temporal bone.

The untform 1l fuccefs of the application of the
trepan in the Iotel Dieu deterred Mr, Defaule |

from.
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from performing that operation ; and, in this inftance,
the omiffion was fortunate. As the patient was weak,
the repetition of the bleeding was deemed 'improper,;,
and an énema was only adminiftered. From this .
day he muttered a few words, and fignified that he
underftood what was faid by the by-ftanders,

The following days he articulated better, but ftill
he only anfwered by monofyllables. The fame treat-
ment was continued ; the fraétured clavicle was goin
on well; the eccymiofis, that furrounded the fracture
of the head nearly abforbed ; and every inconye-
nience fenfibly dxmlmfhcd 2 ' '

The 7th, the patient, who had “hitherto been kept
on diet, was noy ordered fome light food, which he
cat with confiderable appetite. The fenfes of tafte,
fmell and touch were in their natural ftate, but his
fight was weakened and his pupils dilated, parti-
‘cularly the left ; his hearmg was affe‘led but more
fo in the evening than in the morning

V\flth refpect to his mental fa.cultles, his memory
was moft mjuwd he could not even recollect the
nane of his country. He felt no pain, either in the
fra&urcd cranium or clavicle. The fame treatment
was continued, only the enemas omitted, On the
toth he got up, and walked in the ward. On the
14.th he wallced on the brldge, and continued this
exercife every day.

On the 20th, the dreflings from the clavicle were
removed, and the bone was found perfectly united,
thhout the leaft deformity. His memory, hearmg,

}md fight, daily jmproved; yet his puplls were 1till
C 2 ~ more
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more dilated than in their natural ftate. The depref-

. 3 4
fion of the cranium remained the fame, nor did the

fractured pieces of the bone appear at all eleva.
ted. )

‘ On the 27th day after the accident he was dift
charged from ,the hofpital, but, previous to his de-
parture, he went to the theatre, Where the ftudents, who
attended Mr. Default’s lectures on practical furgery,
were perfe@ly fatisfied of the deprefled ftate of the
cranium by actual examination.

Three weeks afterwards he returned to the theatre,
enjoying the moft perfect ftate of health ; he had com-
pletely recovered the ufe of his fenfes, and his memory
was the fame as before the accident. The pupils were

nearly of their natural fize, but the left was fill moft
dilated : the depreffion was the fame as on the ‘day of

his departure. o

We mean foon to publith the cafes of three other
patients, now in the Hotel Dieu, who have had
fractures of the fame defcri iption, and who have been
cured without the trepan; and we fhall again examiae
if the practice of trepanning is juftifiable in all i Injurics

of the cranium; where, from the depreflion, or thc |

particular nature of the fraéture, the extravafated fluids
may be confined,

e



Ay Analyfis of @ Courfe of Lestures on prastical Surgery,
by Mr. DesavLrT, at the Hitel Dieu, on the Dj f‘
eafes of the urinary Organs.

PERHAPS it would be methodical, in giving
thefe elements, to adopt the fame plan as Mr.
Default in his lectures, and, in the firt inftance, to
give a prefatory difcourfe on the general principles
of furgery; but, as they are univerfally known, and
are liable to many exceptions, we fhall defer treating
on this fubjeét for the prefent, and begin immedi-
ately on

Affections of the urinary Organs.

The ‘frequency of thefe difeafes, the negligent man-
nér in which they have been treated by chirurgical
authors, the injudicious methods gencrally adopted
for their cure, the danger of complaints of this de-
fcription, the important funétions of the parts injured,
the difficulty attendant on their cure, and the empiri-
" cilin to which they have been hitherto fubject, were
motives fufficiently powerful to induce Mr. Default
to make this fubject the firft objeét of his attention;
for, when the nature of a difeafe is but little under-
ftood, we fhould be doubly folicitous to communicate
that information we have acquired by reafon and

€3 experience.
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ekperience.  Mr. Default divides the difeafes of the
urinary paffages into two parts ¢

1. Injuries of the fecretory organs.

9. Injuries of the excretory paffages. .

Under the firft clafs are ranked Diabetes, Sup-=
preffion of Urine and its morbid Secretion: Retention
and Tiicontinence under the fecond. Each of thefe;
according to the number of caufes that produce them,
may be divided into different fpecies. Mr. Default
would willingly have declined treating on the fubject :
of morbid fecretion of uriney as, in cafes of this de-
{eription, furgery is of little ufe; but he has deemed
their expofition neceffary, in order to point out, in
one view, the difeafed affeftion of the urinary organs,
and to fuggeft a proper plan for the ftudy of thofe
complaints, and which may ferve as an outline for
Qbfcrvations, that, in future, may be madé oh this
{ubject: : o

Authors differ refpecting . the definiticn of dia=
betes; fome include, under that name, every ex-
traordinary evacuation of urine: but it cannot be
faid, according to the remark of Celfus,* that a dia-
betes does not exift, except when the quantity of urine

* De Medicin. lib. IV. cap. zo.
! cva-~

!
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evacuated equals the mafs of fluids taken in, and that
there is @ derangement in the health.*  They have
allo termed diabetes, that abundant flow of urine
which occurs after a fpafmodic affection, originating
from an acute or an inflammatory complaint; but
this is only an abufe of words, and blending the fymp-
toms with the difeafe. "

- Others t have conceived that they have fufficiently
defined the difeafe, by obferving, thar the urine eva-
cuated is potlefled of the fame qualities as the ori-
ginal fluids, when firft received into the ftomach.
But this definition is, by no means, fufficiently ge-
nerical ; for, the fluids thatare drank, are not only
evacuated with the urine, but likewife the chyle, the
ferum, the lymph, the bile, the fat, and, in fact, all
the different fecretions of the body.f Thofe, who
have underftood by diabetes a diarrhea, a urinous con-
fumption,§ an exceflive flow of urine, appear, to us,
to have defcribed better its generical and diftinét
character.

The few cafes on record of this difeafe are proofs
of the rarity of its exiftence.  The ancients men-
tion but few : Galen relates only two, to which fub-
fequent authors, in general, refer. Aretaus his par-
ticularly confidered this fubject ; and it appears that
this difeafe is more frequent in England than in

* Sydenham. Differt. epift. de Hyfteria.

4 Agin. lib, III. cap. 14.

1 Galen. lib. de Crif.

§ Aretzus de Cauf. et Sign. Morbor. dmturno. lib. IT. cap. 2.

Ca : France.
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France® Matthew Debfon mentions having feen hind v
p‘atients aflicted with diabetes, Cullen twenty, and
fcarce a fingle cafe is noticed by any French auchor.
But is it not poffible that this difeafe has been fre-
guently miftaken for another ? And that diabetes has
been confotinded with ificontinetice of wrine, particu-
larly when in a violént degree; and which, not ad-
mitting of a remedy, ate accompanicd with nearly the
fame {ymptoms, fuch as emaciation, depreffion of
ftrength, fever, &c:?  This fufpicion has been fup-
ported by the inaccurate and inattentive manner in
which the diffe@tion of thofe who have died of this
difeafe has been conducted : the majority were fatis-
fied with the exarnination of the kidneys and liver§
and if no difeale was found in thofe parts, yet flill
their refearches were not profecuted to the bladder;
and in thofe cafes where it has been diffected, it has ge-
nerally been  found large in fize, and fometimes full
of urine: ‘ ; e
Diabetes has been divided into too many fpecies.
‘The antients mention only two, true and fpurious :
when the urine exceeded the drinks taken iny; when.
it was§ yellow white, of the nature of the chyle;
purulent, and of a fweetith, fugary; tafte; &c.f they
termed it the true diabetes ; {purious, when the urine
was crude, preferving the nature and colour of the
fluids originally drank:§ they fiill ‘call diabetes @

* Medical Obfervations and Inquiries, tom. V. 7
4 Cheine, Sanit. infirm. page 149.
_ 1 Sauyages, Nofclog. tom' V. page 186.

§ Galen, Aretetée, Bartholin.

urinous
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urinous lientery.  Biit; as in the courfe of the {ame difs
eafe, the nature and properties of this fecretion vary
materially, the diftinétion is unnatural, and only tends
to confufe the hiftory of the complaint, The moft
methodical divifion would be into two fpecics, one
arifing from an alteration of the humours, and the
other produced by an affeCtion of the kidneys; A de=
fet in affimilation forms the firft clafs; relaxation and
" irritation of the kidneys produce the fecond. Under
the defet of affimilation we comprehend all the dlf-
cafed alteration of the humours which have hitherto
been confidered as produétive of diabetes: fuch as an
excefs of the ferum of the bloed, its too great te-
nuity, or its diffolved ftate;- the feverith and arthritic
diabetes of Sydenham; and the chyliferous and mel=
liferous fpecies, &c. \ :
The quicknefs, with which the ferum of the blood
 tuns off by the urinary paffages; proves that the ftruc-
“ture of thofe glands are well adapted to produce that
effeét:  This fecretion is but a flight effort of nature,
fhe has only to filtrate the fluids, nor is it neceflary
t8 affign any other caufe to explain this circumftance.
Ina ftate of health, by this fecretion, the fuperfluity
of our fluids are thown off; and when they lofe their
- confiftence, and become fo thin as to pafs off by the
kidneys, it forms diabetes. Thus we regard a defect
of afimilation as the immediate caufe of this difeale,
without the neceffity of explaining .it on.the principle
of a difeafed affeGtion of the kidneys. The perfons
moft difpofed to it are of a wealk conflitution and
phlegmatic temperament : thofe who drink plentifully
of
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of wirm tepid fluids, or indulge in {pirituous liquots :
thofe who lead a lazy and fedentary life, or refide in
moift or damp fituations, that are badly fed, living only
on vegetables, particularly on pot-herbs.  'When the
blood has been impoverifhed by confiderable hemor-
thages, by frequent and continued bleedings, by
abundant fupuration, or by tedious difeafes; exactinga |
fevere diet. It may be produced by metaftafis, and be
confequent to afcites or hydro-thorax. 'The antients at-
+ributed this difeafe fometimes to the cold temperature
of the atmofphere; and fometimes to excefs of heat in
the patient: Mead fuppofed it originated from the
liver, but, in general, it may be attributed to the en-
feebled ftate of the digeftive organs. This particular
fpecies of diabetes can only be diftinguithed in the firft
attack, for, in the more advanced ftage, the fymptoms
are the fame. .

This difeafe rarely appears fuddenly; the firft
{ymptom is generally a frequent defire to make water:
Sometimes a fenfe of heat or cold is experienced ex-
tending from the belly to the bladder, the quantity of
urine daily increafes, and foon exceeds the fluids that
have been drank. In the firft ftage of the difeafe the
patient is weak and low, but without any fenfe of thirft
and fever, or pain in the region of the kidneys or blad-
der: the urine crude, infipid; and inodorous, and without
any depofit : the fymptoms gradually come on, nor is
much inconvenience experienced till the fecond period
of the complaint. The body, at laft, becomes dry and
emaciated, in confequence of this conftant ‘and con-
fiderable lofs of the fluids; a fenfe of heat in the fkin

and
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and inteftines comes on, followed by infatiable thirft:
What is drank immediately paffes off, and the patient
exprefles a ftrong defire for liquids, but an averfion to
{olid food in this fpecies of diabetes:: aeid eruGations
often occur, digeftion is painful, the chyle imperfeétiy
formed and combined with the drink, and; in that ftate,
paffes off with the urine. The natural properties of
this fcretion change; fometimes it is yellow, fometimes
inclining to white, and refembling a folution of honey
in water, of a fweet and {ugary tafte, with a weak
urinous fmell; and depofiting a greyith matter fuffici-
ently confiftent; the infenfible perfpiration being
checked, the fkin becomes rough and {caly, and the’
general emaciation of the fyftem perceptibly increafes.
If the urine does not regularly pafs off, the abdomen
fwells, but fubfides, immediately, as foon as they take =
their natural courfe. The pulfe becomes {mall, ir-
regular, and intermittent, and, at length, thofe afflicted
with this difeafe become perfectly exhaulted. All the
fymptoms of marafmus take place, and, the vafcular
{yftem not containing fufficient for the {upport of cir-
Culation, death takes place. ;

Diabetes is more or lefs dangerous aceording to the
caufe, the duration of the complaint, the age and con-
ftitution of the patient: when it attacks thofe who are
old and worn out with infirmity, if the difeafe is in-
veterate, and the fecretions in a difolved ftate, there is
litde hope for a cure. Wintringham fays, he never
fucceeded in curing the true diabetes. Cullen, who
has feen a confiderable number of cafes, fays, that
Scotland cannot produce a fingle inftance of fuccels.

; However;
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However, Van Swieten, Harris, &c, mentiol many
the indications of cute are two; firft, to give confiftence
to the humours, and; fecondly, to prevent their de-
termination to the kidneys. To fulfil the firft we ,
thould preferibe incraffants dnd reftoratives, fuch as a
decoftion of rice, barley, gum-dragon, gum-arabic,
or of hartfhorn -fhavings; to which fometimes aromatics
might be added; fuch as cinnamon, nutmeg, and
acidulated with a few drops of vitriolic acid, or rabel
water.  We may try milk, alum whey, mineral
waters, with vitriolic acid, a ftrong deco&ion of
quinquing:  We fhould, however, regulate our choice
of remedies by the particular nature of the difeafed
funétions. Excefs of drinking and aqueous fluids thould
be avoided, as they will tend to ‘produce fill greater
weaknefs. Abftinence, in this particular, thould, as
much as poflible, be attended to; and, if the diftrefi-
ing fenfation of thirft could be refifted, ‘dry medicines
thould be preferibed: but there is a queftion, «that
the danger of the difeafe may be increafed by not re-
pairing, by the ufe of plentiful drinks, the lofs occafioned
by the abundant flow of urine.  ‘There is no way of pre-
venting a determination of humotirs towards the kid-
neys, but by invitng them to another part. Some
have endeavoured ‘to produce this revulfion from the
ftomach and inteftines, and have employed vomits
and draftic purges. Their exhibition is by no means
indifferent; for, if they do not ferve, they do confi-
derable mifchief, by injuring the digeftive organs.
‘The inconvenience is not experienced, by producing
a revulfion to the fkin. The analogy that exifts
between
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between the fecretions of urine and perfpiration, and
the facility and quicknefs with which they vary i
a ftate of health, render this plan preferable. From
the exhibition of diaphoretics, little advantage is bhe
expeéted: they aét rather as diuretics than on the {kin,
and weaken the urinary organs, already too much
enfecbled by the immoderate flow of urine.  Fric-
tion, inducing perfpiration by the ufe of fannel or a
fleth-bruth, 1s efficacious and unattended with danger,
Thefe means will be confiderably affifted by the ufe of
fomentations with warm water, which produce a' res
laxation of the fkin, and are exempt from the incon=
venience of the warm bath, which increafes the ge-
neral weaknefs. He fhould refide in a warm dry
atmoiphere, and be cautious of expofing himfelf to the
gold air : and, if the ftrength will admit of the exertion,
he fhould walk till a perfpiration is excited. A libe~
ral ufe of red wine may be allowed in the firft ftage
of the difeafe, and when the heat and fever are
moderate. In the more advanced periods of the com-
phint, folid and dry food thould be recommended,
pwrucularly farinacecous fubftances: but the tafte of
the patient and the ftrength of his digeftive powers
- fhould be particularly attended to. When the difeafe
has reached its laft ftage, we can only affuage the
the thirft of the patient by acidulated drinks, and
wait till nature puts a period to his mifery.
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of Dméete; produced by a Relﬂxman zy‘ tba
szreys

A relaxed ftate of the veflels of the kidneys is
more frequently the effeét than the caufe of  dia-
betes ; but they are fometimes originally affeéted, ei-
ther by a defect in organization, or by the abufe of
aqueous drink, or the long-continued ufe of diuretics.
Retention of urine Oraclually obftruéts  the ﬁmds
in'the capillary veffels of the kidneys; and, from this
caufe, they become extremely diftended from the ha-
bit of fleeping in warm and foft beds. There is a
fpecies of diabetes, which takes place from a pamal j
or total deftruction of the kidneys themfelves, and has
been attributed to relaxation ; but may we not queftion
the exiftence of this fpecies of the difeafe 2 Ruylch, it
is true, adduces one example. He fays he difcovered, -
in a fubjet that died of diabetes, the right kidney
entirely deftroyed, and the bladder amply diftended.
But this inftance is by no means conclufive ; he {pealss
only like an anatomift, and juft mentions the difeafe

- without deferibing a fingle pathognomonic fymptom,
and it is probable, that mde_pendanr of this difeafed
ftate of the parts, met with in the dlﬁ'e‘hon, he. hai
no farther acquaintance with the difeafe, but what he
acquired from uncertain accounts of the cafe. It is
only the antecedent fymptoms which enable us to difs
tinguifh whether diabetes arifes from relaxation or a

| dcfc& of affimilation ; in both cafes, no pain is expe=

! rienced
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rienced in the lumbar region; but, wh::n the fecre-

tions are healthy and the relaxation is local, then the
 digeftive organs are unimpaired, and, in confequence,
the patients experience the fenfations of hunger and
thirft without the power of complete]y gratifying them,
and of courfe their ftrength is Lept up, and their fever
and heat increafed.

It is in the commencement of this difeafe, that af-
tringents {hould be chiefly’ employed ; as alum, whey,
quinquina, and rhubarb.” The moft irritating diure-
tics have been recommended ; fuch as the tinéture of
cantharides, with vitriolic acid,* the dofe from 15to
40 drops, three times a day, apphcanons of bodies
rendered cold by immerfion in ice, comprefles moift-
ened with vinegar or oxycrat, applied to the lumbar
region, are the moft efficacious means of reftoring the
ton¢ of the kidneys; but they thould be continued
for a long time. Van Swieten fays he did not fuc-
ceed till he had perfifted in the remedy more than fix
months,

Diabetes from Irritation of the Kidneys.

The fluids always flow towards an irritated part: to
the kidneys, for .example, when thofe glands become
irritated, occafioning a more copious, fecretion, and

* Edinburgh Medical Obfervations, vol. iv. page 626. In the
internal ufe of any preparation of cantharides, we fhall never lofe
fight of its poifonous qualities ; and, in the very worfe cafes, the
dofe of half a grain fhould be rarely exceeded,

fome-



fometimes confequent diabetes. The abufe of warm
diuretics, gravel or fmall ftones in the kidneys, 3

gouty, itchy, dartrous, or rhcum'mc, affeCtion of thofe
glands Metaftafis, the external application or the

internal exhibition of cantharides, and indulgence 1

venerea] pleafures, are fo many caufes that tend to
produce diabetes. Befides the fymptoms that havc
been mentioned in this fpccxes of difeafe, the patlcnt
is attacked with an acute pain in the reglon of the
kidneys, a fymptom tha does nat occur in other fpe-
cies of diabetes,

FREAFTMENT

We muft attend to the irritating caufe : if it arifes
from the ufe of warm diuretics, we muft ufe the warm
bath, decottions of linfeed, marfhmallows, and dog’s
tooth, &c. and endeavour to invite the gouty humour
to the {kin by the applications of finapifms to the feet; 5
and the pforic humour fhould be attended to, by fuf-
fering the patient again to 1mb\be the difeafe. If thefe
means are not {ufficient, we fhould dctermmc the point

of irritation to another part, by the ufe of the cauf- |

tic or feton, or by the application of a blifter; but
not compofed of cantharides. ~Cupping, fcarifications,
and cataplafms, repeatedly applied to the fame re-
gion, may contribute to remove the irritating caufc,
and then cure the difeafe.

I have only mentioned thefe different fpecies of
diabetes -to point out the bounds of our knowledge of
this difeafe. The fubject is new, the field for hypothefis

extenfive,
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extenfive, and the caufe of fcience is ferved by en-

gaging praétitioners to communicate the fruits of their
" obfervation and experience, and it is only from col-

le&ing numerous facts we can acquire any certain prm-
' giples for the treatment of this difeafe.

Extration of a Stone, flopt at the Infertion of the Ureter
in the Bladder, by Mr. Defauls.

[The Cale related by Mr. Manoury, Surgeon tq
the Hétel Dieuw.] «

ARY Margaret Remiers, a native of Pont-
Chary, in Brie, aged 62, of a good confti-
tution and fanguineous temperament, about three
years® fince, was attacked with a violent and fixed
pain in the right lumbar region, which continued for
a onfiderable time, but afterwards moved lower, and,
 according o the expreffion of the patient, defcepded
a litde every day.

Thefe pains ceafed entirely for a month, at - the
expiration of which they were renewed, but confined
to the bladder and meatus urinarius.  This fecond
attack was accompanied with frequent defire to
make water :  the urine, conftantly flimy, became-
now frequently bloody, and the ftream, which fome-
gimes fuddenly ftopt, flowed again when fhe varied

D her
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her pofiion or walked 2 few fteps. After eight
months continued pain, fhe was attacked for three
following days with a confiderable difcharge of bloody
urine, followed with a complete fuppreffion, which
lafted 24 hours, when it came away with difficulty, *
drop by drop, and was. attended with excruciating
agony. Frightened by thefe fymptom’s, the was
induced to fubmit to an examination, which for a
long time fhe had rejected, from the modefty natural
to her fex. By the introduétion of a found, a ftone
of the fize of a hazel-nut was difcovered, and inftantly
extracted with a pair of common forceps.

This woman for fome months enjoyed the moft
perfect health, but at laft her old pains were renewed 3
in the courfe of the ureter and in the region of the
right kidney.  She was admitted into the Hotel Dieu,
on the ift of September, 1788. At this time her
pains were continual, and confined to the internal
part of the bladder; her fymptoms increafed by ex-
ercife, and preduced a frequent defire to make Wwater,
but the urine was not bloady as before, nor did it pafs |
in an interropted ftream. By the introduftion of a
{ound in the bladder, Mr. Default difcovered a ftone !
at the lower part, which he conceived was {mall.
The general health of the patient being good, previ- |
ous preparation was deemed unneceffary, and, in con~
fequence, the‘operation was performed five days after
her admiffion in the Hofpital. She was placed on the
eouch appropriated for the opesation of lithotomy in
the men, and confined exaétly in the fame ftuation:
two affiffants feparmed the labia and nymphe:

: the
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the furgeon introduced a ftaff into the bladder, to
be reaffured of the prefence of a flone, then gave to
* the handle of the infttument a direftion perpen-=
dicular to the a;_(is of the bocfy, inclining it a little
. towards the left groin, and applied its concave part
under the fymphifis pubis. He then introduced, in
the groove of the ftaff, (which was now inclined to
the right,) the beak of Mr. Hawkins’s imiproved
gorget, the edge of which was inclined to the left fide
and downwards, and, whilt it was paffed along the
groove, the handle was flightly deprefled, by which
means he avoided wounding the bottom and the left
fide of the bladder with the cutting edge of the gorget:
The incifion was then profecuted obliquely in the
pofterior and left part of the urethra, and neck of
the bladder; he withdrew the ftaff, and, with his
right fore finger placed on the gorget, pafled it gently
into the bladder; the forceps was then introdueed, and,
in withdrawing the gorget, he formed a kind of femi-
circles round the forceps, from the left to the right,
to avoid wounding the furrounding parts. The ftone
was felt a fecond time, but could not be grafped: a
. fubftance of a moderate fize was felt at the extremity
" of the forceps, in that part of the bladder where the ftone

was firft difcovered, without experiencing that peculiar

fenfation which refults from an inftrument coming in

conta@ with a bare ftone: after fome fruitlefs attempts

he withdrew the forceps, paffed his fore finger a fecond

time into the bladder, and, in the room of a ftone, -

a tumour was felt, which yielded eafily to the preffure of

the finger. At the moment fome doubts were enter-
D2 tained
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tained of its nature, it might be a fungus of the
bladder; a concreted matter in the coats of that vifcus,
or an extrancous fubftance in the vagina, but the laft con-
Jje€ture was foon removed, by the introduction of the
left fore finger in the vagina. Mr. Default was perfectly
{atisfied that he felc a ftone in the part that the tumour
oc,cupied; and that it was fituated about the termina-
tion of the ureter. He began to fufpect that the ftone
was engaged in that part where it enters 'thF bladder
obliquely, and that it was furrounded by the tunics of
the bladder. He was convinced this was the cafe,
by paffing the end of his finger over the furface of the
turnour, when he felt at its inferior part a {mall hard
body, invefted with membranous folds. Thefe circum-
ftances were confirmed by many furgeons who affifted
at the operation, and had introduced their fingers into
the bladder. Mr. Default, having divided in different
circumftances membranous bands high up in the
reftum, and in other deep-feated cavities, by means
of the inftrument, the engraving of which is antiexed,
conceived that it might be fuccefsfully ufed in this
- nftance. The fore and middle fingers of the right
hand were placed in the rings of the inftrument, and the
thumb on' the fhank : he conveyed it fhut into the
‘bladder, along the fore finger of the left hand, then
retracted the blade fufficiently to leave the femicircular
notch of the inftrument perfe@tly free, and, by means
of the finger, _placcd this notch on the furface of the
tumour : then pufhing the blade gently forward, he at
once divided that part of the ureter and bladder,
which invefted the ftone: this being finithed, the

3
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inftrument was withdrawn, and with his finger, which
. ferved him as a conductor, it was difengaged, and
was afterwards eafily extracted by means of a pair of
. comimon forceps.  The time of the operation was pro-
longed in confequence of waiting for an inftrument,
which, before its commencement, there was no pro-
babilicy of wanting. ‘The pain of the operation fhe
fuftained wich courage and fortitude.  She was put on
low diet, and prefcribed a light decoction of dog’s
tooth and linfced, fweetened with fyrup of marfh-
mallows. ~ She pafied the next day and night well,
complaining only of a {marting {enfation, produced
by the paffage of urine, which paffed away involuntarily,
and drop by drop. The next day there was a heat
in the fkin and a frequency in the pulfe ; the belly
rieither. tender nor painful.  The third day, the pa-
tient feeling herfelf well, and not apprehending any
farther ill conféquencés_, took fome folid food, which
the procured clandeftinely. The fourth day, fhe was
ftill better; and ‘now finding no inconvenience from
folid nutriment, fhe eat ftill more liberally. The
: ﬁffh‘day, there was fome fever, the tongue dry, and
the belly painful and tender. She was bled at
the arm : two enemas adminiftered in the courfe of
the day, and was ordered to drink plentifully of
veal broth and decoction of dog’s tooth, which fhe
took alternately. The fixth day, {he was more calm
the fever, heat, drynefs of the tongue, and the pain
in the belly, were abated. The urine flill came
 away involuxitarily, but without much fmarting. The
eighth day, the had no fever, and the belly was eafy s

D3 ihe
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fhe was able to retain half a wine-glafs of urine, and,
on the gth, a full glafs. Some light food was now
permitted. On the 1oth, the urine pafled away vo-
Juntarily. ‘The quantity of nourifhment was now gra- -
dually increafed. This woman remained in the .ho,f_
pital twenty days after the operation, and could either
retain or pafs her urine at pleafure,

R EUE L BICAEO-N'S,

Though women are much lefs fubjeét to the ftone
than men; yet not a year paffes, but many are cut
in the Hotel Dieu, We have feen, fucceffively, in
this hofpital, two modes of p_erfbrming the operation
in women. - Formerly, the method of dilating the
urethra and the neck of the bladder was the uni-
form practice : but, fince Mr. Default has been the
chief furgcon, he always prefers incifion. With 4 view
that pratitioners might decide which of thefe twa
methods was preferable, a reprefentation has been
made of the refult of all the cafes that have been
‘operated on thefe laft ten years, and it was found,
that the inconveniences that patients experienced, fub-
fequent to the operation by dilation, never took
place after incifion. By incifion, lefs pain s ex-
perienced, and the time of the opération is fhort-
ened. ‘

The fitvation of the meatus urinarius on the va-
gina, and the proximity of the pudendal artery, fug-
'gcftcd an apprehenfion that they might be divided

by
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by the cutting‘ edge of the inftrument; but, by an
attentive examination of the anatomy of the parts, it
is found, that the urethra may be divided between
the branch of the pubis and the vagina, without pe-
netrating that canal or opening the artery. We fhall
not ftop here to compare the operation, by incifion of
the urethra, with the {mall apparatus fuch as propofed -
by Celfus, or with the hypogaftric fe&ion, revived,
in modern times, by Frere Cofme. There is no
one, converfant in the dangers and difficulties at-
tendant on thefe two operations, can hefitate in their
choice ; nor, thould either of them be had recourfe
to, but in circumftances of abfolure neceffity.

It is unneceffary to enter into a detail of thofe in-
ftruments adaptcd folely for women: thefe we reject
as unneceflary; for, the inftruments, employed for
men, can be ufed with equal advantage, and, by
fimplifying our practice, we make one ftep towards
improving the art.

In the Hotel Dieu the fame ftaff’ and inftruments are
employed in both fexes; fometimes we ufe the fimple,
and fometimes the concealed biftoury, and moft
generally Hawkins’s gorget, on account of the fim-
plicity of its conftruction, and the certainty with which
we are enabled to make the incifion; but it thould
be narrower for women than men: for, in men, not
only the urethra and the neck of the bladder, but a
portion of the proftrate gland, is to be divided. The
gorget which Mr, Default ufes for adult women is
# & ;' of aninch wide at the termination of its edge.
‘This furgeon has improved Mr. Hawkins’s gorget by

D4 pre-



( 40 )

pfeferving oniy a flight dggrée of curvature. By tlixi"s
improvement, and inclining the ftaff, the urethra and
the neck of the bladder may be divided in the fame
direction as with another inftrument. As the cafe of &
man, operated cn with this inftrument, will be publithed
foon, in one of the joutnals, a more particular and ac-
curate detdil of the procefs of the operation, and thé
advantages of the improved ftate of the inftrument,
will be deferred till that period, when a plate will be
given. '

The circumftasice of a ftone being ftopped at the
infertion of the ureter in the bladder, in women, is a
Tingular cafe ; not are we acqudinted with any inftance
but the one related; yet, by their organization, they
are certainly equally fubjet to its exiftence as men,
who have met with the like difpofition; inftances of
which are mentioned by Franco,* Littre,t and
Le Dran,f who are by no means fufficiencly clear
refpecting the manner of extracting the ftone.

Littre advifes that part of the ureter and bladdef,
which invefts the ftone, fiould be worn out by friction,
produced by frequent introdu@ion of the ftaff, or that
the covering fhould bé torn by the forceps, by gentle
and repeated endeavours. The imple relation of thefe
plans are fufficient to prove their infufficiency. Le Dran
has had recourfe to emollient injections, but the ftone
could not be extracted till they had been continued for

* Traité des Hernies, C. 31.
% Mem. Acad. des Sciences, A. 1702:
1 Académie de Chirurgie, tom I.

o
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two months: this method is uncettain in the event, and,
from the ftone being left in the bladder, leaves the
patient in a ftate of the moft anxious fufpence.

Houftet,* in his memoir on encyfted tumours, fays,
that the method of cutting, employed by Fourbeit,
explains the method of difengaging the ftone; it may
be prefumed that Houftet, in quoting Fourbert’s
method, only meant to point out the place where the
extermal incifion {hould be made; for, according to his
idea, the cavity of the bladder is not penetrated, and
only the parts that immecdiately inveft the ftone
are divided : the operation, thus performed, ap-
proaches nearer the imall apparatus than Fourbert’s
method; but, whatever it may be, the uncertainty of
being able to cut, precifely, on the place where the
ftone is fituated, the difficulty and danger of wounding
parts fo deeply feated, will render this operation,

. highly imprudent to perform: the conduét of Garangeot,

in a fimilar cafe, is more worthy of imitation; the
ftoné was encyited in a pouch or cell, fituated at the
anterior part of the bladder: after its fituation was
afeertained, by the introduction of the finger into the

~ bladder, he cut off, with a biftoury, that portron of

the fac that contained the ftone, and difengaged it -
eafily ; but, although Mr. Garangeot was fuccefsful,
the incifion with the biftoury is fubject to great incon-
venience ; it 1s difficult to cut, with this inftrument, a
rough and irregular furface; and, as {tones are generally
round, there is danger of their {lipping and piercing the

* Académie de Chirurgie, tom I.

bl_addc’r.



(42 )
bladder. Mr. Default’s inftrument, which he ealls his

kiotome, coupeur de luette, or- coupe-bride, from the

ufes to which it may be applied, is not open to the
fame objeGtions. No injury can be received from its
point, as the blade is concealed, nor can any part
be divided but what the furgeon may with. If the
incifion fhould not be completed at firft, the blade
may be withdrawn, the femicircular notch of the in-

ftrument puthed more forward, and the incifion pro- |

fecuted to any extent; this infirument was invented for
the exprefs purpofe of dividing membranous bands

in the reftum, but it has fince been employed, with

the greateft fuccefs, in the excifion of the tonfils, and
in taking off fungi, and other excrefcences fituated
in cavities ; the blade is fo contrived, that, when it
pafles through the femicircular notch, it firmly fixes the
parts that are to be divided, which cannot be done
with either the fciffars or biftoury, as moveable
parts are apt to recede, and render the fection dif-
ficult. If the part we mean to incife is too large to
be contained in the notch of the inftrument, after the

divifion of one portion, we may proceed to another, -

and the operation may be in this manner completed.

EXPLA~
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dyles of the humerus, when, from the pofition of the
arm, its fituation fhould have been neceffarily lower.
We were convinced of the juftice of this remark,
by placing the other arm precifely in the fame po-
fition : between the fratured end of the ulna and
the olecrancn there was a depreflion fufficiently large
to admit the finger, which was much more percept-
ble on increafing the flexion of the fore-arm: when the
triceps mufcle was in a ftate of contraftion it dimi-
nithed, and almoft difappeared by extending the fore-
arm, and, confequently, producing a ftate of in-
a@ion in that mufcle, the olecranon admitted of
fofie degree of motion without changing the fitua-
(xéll of the ulna. No doubt remaining of the frac-
ture of the olecranon, it was reduced and retained
in its fituation in the following manner. Whillt two
affiftants extended the fore-arm, one turn of a fingle
headed roller, of four or five ells length and three
fingers breadth, moiftened with aq. veg. was applied
round the inferior part, and continued over the whole
fore-arm even to the articulation. The fraftured ole-
cfanon was drawn down towards the ulna, whilft the
{kin was drawn upward, by an affiftant, to prevent it
- from being wrinkled ; for, when this was omitted,
folds were apt to form between the difunited parts,
and prove rather an impediment to the reunion.
When the finger was removed, by the preflure of
which the olecranon had been puthed againft the cu-
bitus, it was retained in its fituation by a turn of the
roller, which was' pafied from the fuperior and ante-
rior part of the forc-arm above the elbow, then
paffed
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paﬁ’cd on the infide, and refleCted back again to the
anterior part of the fore-arm, forming a bandage,
in the fhape of a figure of eight, fimilar to what is
ufed in bleeding. The bandage was continued as high
as the fuperior part of the arm, where it was fixed
by a circular turn: a ftrong fplint was then applied to
the whole length of the arm and. fore-arm, but a
little bent at the articulation to prevent the com-
plete extenfion of the fore-arm, by which means the
end of the fra¢tured ulna would be forced into the
cavity of the olecranon, and pufhed more forward
than the other fragment; confequently, the union
‘would be irregular.* This fplint was retined with

the

# Thefe inconveniences, arifing from keeping the arm com-
pletely extended, we have not yet had opportunities of obferving.
The fubje@ of fra@ures of the olecranon and patella have been,
by the generality of authors, very inaccurately treated. The
publig- are indebted to Mr. Sheldon, the prefent Profeflor of
Anatomy to the Royal Academy, for an ingenious effay cn this
fubje@; and, in the year 1782, my friend Mr. Haighton, Lec-
turer on Phyfiology at Guy’s Hofpital, wrote fome remarks on
this fpecies of fracture, which are fubjoined to two cafes pub-
lihed in the gth vol. of the Medical Commentaries, p- 382:
in the firft cafe, the ufe of the arm was perfecly reftored by
the obfervance of an extended pofition; and in the other,
fiom its being kept in a flate of flexion, its ufe was en-
titely loft. As thefe remarks are written with clearne(s and, per-
fpicuity, we conceive that the quotation will be highly acceptable
10 our readers.

*¢ In the preceding cafes, we have an oppo&unity of ob-
 ferying very different effe@s to arife from the fame kind of ag-
¢ cident,
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the remainder of the roller, and the limb placed op
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cuﬂnon, in fuch a way that the preflure fhould be
every

< cident, according to the particular treatment made ufe of
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¢¢ In the firft, the patient is able to perform all the motions
to which  the arm is appropriated : in the laft, itis exceedmgly
limited, and attended with a total mcapamty to ftretch the
elbow.

« If we confider the mechanifn of the joint, with the attach.
ment of the mufcles by which it is‘moved, we fhall find thefe
phznomena admit of a very fimple and eafy folution. The
elbow is a joint admitting- of flexion and extenﬁon, ( pronation

~and fupination I fhall pafs over, as having little conne&ion with

the prefent cafe,) for which purpofes the rounded and pulley-
like extremity of the os humeri is received, and moves ina
correfponding cavity of the ulna, called figmoid. The two pro-
ceffes, by which this cavity is in fome degree formcd are its

¢ anterior, called coroncid, and its pofterior, calied alecramm Ip

order the better to regulate the degree of flexion and extenﬁon,
there are two cavities fituated at the inferior extremxty of the
os humeri ; one on the anterior, the other on the pofterior

¢ furface: into thefe the two procefles of the ulna are occafionally

received. When the joint is in its greateft degree of ﬂexnon,

« the coronoid procefs is received into the anterior cavity' or

foffa 5 and, when i in the greateft degree of extenﬁon, the ex- o
tremity of the olecranon occuP1es the pofterior foffa.
¢ In order to communicate motion to this arrangement of

. parts, mufcles are fituated in various direions; but the muf-

cle by which extenfion is ch1eﬂy performed,. (the triceps exten-
for cubiti,) being inferted into the extremity of the olecranon; -
has an attachment peculiarly advantageous and mechanical, as
it is thereby at fome diftance from the centre of motion, con-
fequently lefs exertion will be neceflary  to accomph{h €X=

% tenfion,

£}
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gvery where equal Two days after, the bandage
became loofe : 'in confequence of the abatement of
the fwelling and ecchymoﬁs, 1t was re-applied, and re-
peated frequently during the courfe of the treatment,
Three weeks after the accident, though the ﬁa&ure
appeared united and firm, it was kept extended for
two days, with only a few turns of the' roller pafied

< When by any accxdent this proce(s is broken off; twe very
s important changes are induced upon the part. Fuﬂ the lever
s¢ that enabled the mufclc to a&t fo adyantageoufly is removed
s¢ Secondly, the ipace in which the mufcle a&ed is now fhor tened
¢¢ Hence that bony arrangement that was before {o favourable ta
< motjon is now deftroyed, and the mufcle, by whofc agency
s this eﬂe& was’ Pxoduced has 1ts influence eycesdmg‘v limiged,
s¢ at leaft for a ccnﬁdexable nmc, and even adrmttmg tlme to
<5 accommodate itfelf to att in the new and 1hc1tened fpace,
s a5 well as to become obed1ent to the xmpulfc of the will, ﬁlll
¢ the ftate of the' bone wxll continue an 1n(upex able impediment.
< Note. The anconzus afifts in extending the arm; but, being
# inferted below the olecranon, is not jmportantly concerned in the
L pra(enf S : : :

<« Thefe confiderations naturally lead toia judicious and {uccefs=
£ ful pm&me, the rational intention being to reftore the parts to
£e®their natural ﬁtuanon, ‘and to preferve them in it. To accoms
g€ phfh the{e ends, we have to confider what that pofition of the
¢ arm is, that fuffers the two thrcme pomts of the mufcle to
(U approach the neaxei’c ,Qr, in other words, what poﬁuon re-
¢ laxes the e}\.tenfor mufcle in thc gre4te‘t poffible degree ¢ The
£¢ extended one is indifputably that pofition, confequently ewery
£ judicjous furveon will pay dye attention to this in practice; and,
# by the aid of a bandage apphed from above downward, Wlt
<. other mechanmal means tending to keep the fragments in ap-
& pofition, and as near contact as poﬂible, he will have evefy
K reafon to hope for and expet fuccefs,”

Bloeoni - zound
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vound the articulation: every kind of bandage was -
'then left off, the motions of flexion and extenfion
were performed and gradually increafed 1n degree till
the thirty-fifth day after the. accident, when the e
tient . was examined by many of the ftudents, who
were not able . to difcover the leaft deformity, or
even the trace of a ﬁaéture, and he recovered
the ufe of his arm as perfedtly as before the acei-'

dent.
OBSERVATIOQN. I

[.By Mr. Crorry, Surgebn to the Hotel Dieu.}

Mary Dufour, a wafher - woman,  refident. “at
Neuilly, near Paris, about 32 years of age, -of a fan-
guineous temperament and good conftitution, as fhe.
was carrying a heavy buxthcn, fell and fradtured  her

elbow : fhe was admitted into the Hatel Dicu, 4th DLC,
1789: Two days after the accident, though the parts
were {welled, and fhe was rather fat, we diﬂ'mguiihed
eafily it was a fratture of the olecranon, by the cha-
racteriftic diftinctions mentioned in the preceding *
cafe. It was reduced and treated. precifely in the
fame manner, the pain and fymptoms foon cealed,
and fhe was allowed folid food the next day. On
the fifth day, the hand was flightly fwelled, but, by’
loofening the bandage, in two days it fubfided. On
the twenty-fourth, the reunion was complete and the
dreflings left off, The rigidity of the fore-arm, whitt,
znd
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and fingers, foon fubfided by exercife, and, on the
thirtieth day, fhe was brought to the Theatre and
‘difmiffed, as perfectly cured as the fuch& of the
Precedmg cafe,

OBSERVATION I

[By Mr. Cuorin.|

On the 7th of Nov. 1790, Margaret Lagarde, a
sative of Paris, 53 years of age, flipped from the
fecond tair of a ftaircafe, and fraGured her elbow,
Three days after the accident fhe was vifited by 2
durgeon, who attended only to the fwelling and ecchy-
mofis thar furrounded the fore-arm: he contented
himfelf with applying a poultice, without regarding
zhe elbow, to which the patent referred as the imy
mediate feat of the pain. Eight days after, the fivell-
ing fubfided, but .the pain in ‘the ‘elbow ftill re~
mapined. Mr. Default examined the patient, and di-
rectly difcovered that the olecranon was' fractured,
and {eparated about half an inch from the ulna: the
treatment of the cafe: was the fame as in the pre~
ceding, and although  the fragment could not be
brought in perfet contact, from the length of time
that had elapfed, yet the union completely took place
by the tWenty-eighth day, and the grodvc between
the divided parts of the bone could fearcely be dif-
tinguithed. The rigidity of the forc-arm, wrifl,
e E2 and
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and fingers, that had been rendered ftill more con-
fiderable by the fwelling, foon yielded to exercife,
and, on the forty-fixth day after the reduction, the
motions of thefe parts were completely reftored.

The ancients have tranfmitted nothing on fraCtures
of the olecranon, unlefs we admit with Dalechamps
in the paffage of Paulus Afignetus, <« Cubitus frang_i,—
tur'. . . circd partem ad' cubiti gibbum.”* The mo-
derns, and even Petit himfelf; have not diftinguithed
this from other fractures of the ulna. The ma-
jority of practitioners, mifled by a falfe: theory, ‘and
perfuaded  that lofs of motion was neceffarily confes
quent to all fractures, connected with: the articula
tions, did not even attempt its reduction; they kept
the arm in a fling in a flex pofition, that the anchylofis
might be as little inconvenient as poflible ; and what
tended to confirm them in their error, was, that the
powers. of extenfion were totally loft by the ob-
fervance of ‘the extended pofition, and the mudcles
remaining for foch a length of time in a ftate of
inaction, e ;

Duverney s the firft who has propofed a metho-
dical treatment for this accident.¥  This fracture,
he fays; is to be diftinguithed by the eircumftance
of the frafured porton being drawn up by the

actions of the extenfor mufcles, and the 1mpoﬁib1hty
of moving the fore-arm, which refts hangmcr by the

#* De Re Medica, lib. VI. €ap. 100,
4 Mal. des Os, tom. 1. page 325.

fide
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fide of the body: to reduce it, 'he_ extends - the \i'ore‘
arm, and, by the affiftance of his thumbs, pufhes
down the procefs of the olecranon, and retains it in
¢his fituation by means of a thick and ftrait com-
prefs, placed above the fratture; over that a circular
comprefs, and a bandage, fomewhat fimilar to what
is ufed in bleeding ; then the limb, {lightly bent, was!
placed on a pillow, and, at the expiration of a few
days, he tried to avoid an anchylofis by gentle and
repeated motion.

Mr. David#* attributes the anchylofis, which is
often confequent to the fratture of the olecranon, to
the ignorance of the furgeon. Reft and extenfion he
thinks eﬁ"engially neceffary to ‘the re-union; but as
foon as this has taken place, which is generally about
the 2sth day, he recommends the arm to be gently
moved, and to be increafed in degree every day:
he obferves, that, 1f too much extended, the extre-
mity of the ulna will be forced in, and the union will
be imperfect or the motion difficult.

. The fubject of fractures of the olecranon has; cer-
tainly, not yet been difcufied with fufficient accuracy
to diret the practice of young praftitioners, part
only of the charaeriftic diftinctions are to be found 5
and Duverney’s method is fubje€t to many inconve-
niences 3 his comprefies, bandages, &c. may eafily
be difplaced; befides, he applies nothing to prevent
the flexion of the fore-arm: and, if the bandage is
too loofe, the olecranon will not be retained in its

# Differt. fur les Effets du Mouvement, &c. page 63 et fuive
J S fituztion 3
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fituation; and, if too tight, much fwelling will be

induced.

This expofition will be fufficient to enable our

teaders to judge of the progrefs of furgery in the
treatment of thefe accidents, and we are happy in the
communication of any remarks that' may tend to
throw light on fo interefting a branch of practice.

\

Of Suppreffion of Urine.

“Moft* authors have confounded fuppreffion of
urine with retention, and have defcribed them bot}i'_
under the generical name of ifchuria. 'Some have,
however, admitted of two fpecies; one true, and the
other fpurious ¢ by the true ifchuria they mean whed

the uine is contained in the bladder ; {purious, when -

it does not flow into that viféus; but, by,thi'st_d,e'}
faription, we do not acquire a juft idea of this dif-
ealc, as the urine may be flopped in the ureters, and
flow out by a fiftulous orifice, and flill the fecretidn
go on, as ufual, in the kindeys. ~ It is important,
however, that thefe” diftin®ions thould be carefully
attended to; for, the methods we fhould adopt to ex-
cite fecretion would be frequently contrary to thofe we
might employ for the re-efiablifhment of excretion. It

* A veuw able treatife; on the difeafes of the urinary paflages;
has been written by Wm Rutty, M.D. being the Gulftonian

LeGure; read at the Theatre of the Royal College of Phyficians;
Liondon, in the year 1726, : '

would
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would be lefs exceptionable- if we were to define f{up-
preflion of urine;» a difeafe confequent to a want of
{ecretion in the kidneys; and retention, a complaint
occafioned by the urine being obftructed in fome of -
the excretory paffages.

A fuppreflion may be cither total or partial: total,
when no fecretion takes place; and partial, when
that fecretion is not {ufficient for the prefervation of
health. Suppreffion of urine fomet#nes takes place
in the commencement of an acute inflammatory fever,
or on the accefs of nervous hyfterical hypochondria-
cal affeftions, in paroxyfms of the gout, &c. but we
do not mean to confider the difeafe under this point
of view ; for, in all thefe cafes, except fome examples
we fhall mention, this fuppreflion ceafes with the
difeafe, being purely fymptomatic, and its degree
is influenced by the force and duration of the ori-
ginal complaint.  An idiopathic {uppreffion of urine

is @ rare cafe. It is not fufficient, that the fecre-

~ tion of urine fhould be ftopped in one of the kid-
h,eys, but both muft be affefted at the fame time to
form this complaint. ~ It is true, that the-affinity
and conformity of ftrutture of thefe two glands ren-
der their difeafes frequently common to both;" but
diffection has fatisfactorily proved, that an affection
of one will not necefiarily affect the other. Among
the numerous caufes of fuppreffion of urine, we fhall
omit thofe that have no conne@ion with the uri-
nary paffages, and which do mnot, abfolutely, imply
a derangement of thofe organs:- fuch as plethora, a °
_thickened ftate of the blood, exceffive falivations,
E 4 pro-
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profufe fiveats, obftinate diarrheeas, and dropfy, and
thofe difeafes where there is a deficiency of {ferofity ;
and treat only of thofe that immediately inﬁucnce the
kidneys and impede their funétions; Among thefe
caufes we fhall comprehend obftructions to the courfe.
of the blood in the kidneys; or in the ureters, 8zc:
occafioned by bloed, mucus; pus, gravel; or ftones;
inflammiation, gangreney fuppuration, indutation, fpaﬁp; i
atony, &c: But, whatever may be the caufe of fup-
preffion; ftill there is a fufficient number of fymp-
toms to diftinguith one fiom the other: in general
the patients experience but little defire to make wa-
ter; and, when they do, little or no urine is: evacuated;
ho tumour s felt in the hypogafliic region, and, whent
the catheter 1s pafied into the bladder, little or no
trine is difcharged; pain, more or lefs acute, is felt
in the lumbar region, they complain of 4 bad tafte in
the mouth; with a urinous fimell, they are afflicted
with naufea, hiccup, and vomiting; and what is dif-
charged, and, in fa&, all the excretions of the bodys
 exhale a urinous odour. . If the difeafe does not give
way, a difficulty of refpiration frequently comes on’;
fometimes, they are actacked with coma; convulfions;
delirium; &c. The prognoftic fhould be unfavoura-
ble, in tonfequence of diforders induced in the ani-
mal ceconomy by the retention of matters that ought
to 'be cvacuated by urine. The kidseys, from their’
ﬁtua‘ti‘:l\n and {truture, when they become difeated,
often produce 4 fatal ‘termination; The 4queous
part of the urine is only feparated by the kidneys;
nor have we any evacuation of the {alts; earth, and other
% fub=
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{ubftances. contained in that fecretion. A turgéfcence
and acrimony in our fluids are the inevitable conféa
quence which give origin to a number of dreadful
{fymptoms, fuch  as urinous cedema, gangrene, dropfy,
ardent fever, confumption; &c. it is true, that occa-
{ionally thefe fymptoms are either prevented or re-
tatded by the exertions of nature, who carries off parts
of the urine by other emunctories; as the {kin, the
earsy the noftrils, the mouth, the breafts; and the
anus: Lhefe are but indifferent fubftitutes for the
kidneys ; they will admit the evacuation of the more
watry parts of the urine, whilft the others remain, and
their retention produces a number of fymptoms
which; though flow in progrefs, are not lefs formida-
ble in their effet. 'We have feen cafes where patients
have not funk under this difeafe for one or more
years; but generally it terminates fatally in fifteen or
twenty days,. or, at moft, in a month. No ge-
neral indication of cure can be offered for {uppreffion
of urine ; its treatment can be only relative ; diuretics
and many pretended fpecifics have been exhibited ;
theéir ation is often regulated by the prefent difpo-
fition of the difeafed parts, and frequently medicines i
of contrary, and even oppofite, properties are {uc-
cefsfully given in -the fame difeafe when the caufe
is different: it is only then by referring to each indi-
vidual caufe we can point out any rational indica-
tions of cure.

The firft caufe is an obftruction to the paflage of
the blood in the emulgent veins or arteries. A li-
gature on thefe veflels, in living animals, leaves no-

i doubt
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doubt of the effeé produced for want of circulation.
All animals, fubmitted to this experiment, have had
fuppreflions of urine and urinous vomitings. . The
caufe, as exifting in man, has not been proved by
adtual obfervation, but it cannot be denied, that an
aneurifm, or any tumour, fituated in the courfe of
thefe vefiels, might produce, by their compreflion,
the effect of a ligature. Aneurifms of thefe veliels
we fhould fuppofe rarely exift, as, in the number
of fubjeéts fubmitted to diffeétion, we do not re-
colle&t a fingle inftance ; but fill, if we confider the
fize of the emulgents, and the force with which the
blood is propelled into them by the attion of the aorta;
it is difficult to conceive that the tumour would be
adequate, by its preflure, to prevent the influx of the
blood ; it is more probable that the comprefling mafs
would be clevated by each contraGion of ‘the heart,
and give free paffage to the blood, or that a depref-
fion or fulcus might be formed in the tumour by the
conftant pulfation of the veflel; and, by this means,
it would be perfeitly free from preffure, But it .is
very different, with refpeét to the veins: from the
thinnefs of their coats they are lefs refiftant, and, in
confequence of the flownefs of the blood’s circulation
and its impulfe being weak, they are more in-
fluenced by compreffion: the blood, being retained in”
the veins, cannot flow into the arteries, in confe-
quence of the ftagnation of the blood.

Fortunately thefe cafes are rare, perhaps only exift
in theory ; and, unlefs thefe tumours were fufficiently
large to be felt under the parietes of the abdomen,

there
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there is no fymptom by which we can pofitively af-
certain their exiftence, and, even if it were pofiibley
we have'very few indications of cure, and the means
employed muft have reference to its particular na-
ture. :

If the obftruction to the courfe of the blood fhould
be in the kidneys, it is moft probable in the minute
ramifications, not in the trunks of the emulgent ar-
teries or veins; the capillaries may be obftrutted
by the too great thicknefs of the blood, a cafe to
which. weak and plethoric habits. are particularly
fibjeét. The oo great diftention of the veffels im~
pede their contraction, and hence arifes a languid
circulation : if, in this fituation of the patient, there
fhould be too great a determination of blood to the
kidneys, confequent to inflammation excited by a-
blow, or by the abufe of fpirituous liquors, or by
violent exefcife ; thefe may act as caufes tending  to
produce a {welling and obftruttion in the kidneys,
which wiil prevent the fecretion. This fpecies of
fuppreffion generally comes on fuddenly ; it is fome-
times preceded by crude and limped urine, which
diminifhes by degreés. We cannot be deceived in
the fymptoms of this difeafe; the patient does not com-
plain of pain, but only a fenfe of weight and lafii-
tude in the lumbar region, without fever. This fup-
preffion is not dangerous, and yields eafily to bleed-
ing and diluting liquors. ~ Bleeding is always advan-
tageous, and fometimes produces miraculous effects.
Patients have even faid, that during the operation of
bleeding, they have felt the ugine flow from the kid-

neys
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neys into the bladder, and that immediately afterwards
they felt a violent defire to make water. If this fup-
preflion does not go off, it will be followed by in-
flamation of the kidneys. After the fuppreflion pro=
“duced by the obftruétion of the blood in their ca-
pillary veflels, an obftrution arifes in confequence
of coagulated blood in the {ecretory veflels. Bloody
urine, which precedes this {pecies of fuppreflion, is
one of the pathognomonic fymptoms: If the difs
charge is abundant, and exifts for many days previous.
to the fuppreflion, the countenance will be pale, the
‘pulfe {mall and intermittent, and every {ymptom will
occur confequent to a confiderable lofs of blood,
There is little pain in the lumbar region, unlefs the
fuppreflion arifes from a blow oz a fall; in this cafe
the pain is confiderable, but &ill it is more cons
fined to the mufcles of the loins chan to the kidneys.:
If the difcharge of bloody wrine (hould continue, and'
the patient will bear evacuation; bleeding, &c. fhould
be had recourfe to: our indications are then to di-
lute the coagula and procure its evacuation ; at firll,
plenty of diluting fluids fhould be drank, and then
gentle aperients might be exhibited: give, for ex-
ample, a ptifan of the root of ftrawberry-plants, reft.
, harrow. and caltrop. fharpened by a few grains of nitre,
and their effects feconded by the application of emol-
lient fomentations to the lumbar region: reft is ad-
vifeable,  as exercife might tend to reproduce the
difcharge of bloody urine. = Though its natural courfe
may be re-cftablifhed, fome clots of blood may re-
main in the urinous canal, and form a nucleys for a’
: ftone;
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flone; for we know, by experience, how eafily thefe
concretions form, in conlequence of the preciﬁitatioa
of calcarcous earth, when any of thefe extraneous fub-
ftances are met with in the urinary paffages,.

Obftruétions in the fecretory parts of the kidneys
by infpiffated ‘mucus cannot be fupported by abfo-
lute fact, but yvet it is admitted by many authors,
who cannot deny the poffibility of its exiftence ; but
ftill we fhall not pretend to relate the {fymptoms
which diftinctly mark this caufe, as ghey are vague,
wncertain, and not to be depended on, :

Pus in the kidneys, &c. adduced as a’ courfe of
obftruction, is liable to the fame doubt, nor can it
be fatisfattorily proved,

That a fuppreflion may be produced by pus in the
kidneys is not to be denied, but ftill it is not by ob-
firuQion in their canals, but by their deftru&tion, or
by being compreffed above the fphere of their action ;
but, whether the ideais true or falfe, pus, in thefe
canals, may be confequent to metaftafis, or produced
by inflammation of  the vifcera, or by’ tranfuding
through the coats of the wveffels. ! ‘

Thus we fee a uniform fecretion tranfmiteed through
the internal membrane of the nofe, and the urethra,
after the exiftence of inflammation. But even ad-
mitting the prefence of pus in the kidneys by me-
taftafis, we do not fee how the fecretory duéts can
be obfiruced ; if the confiftence was thick it could
not pafs thefe minute veflels, but would mix with the
blood; but, to pafs by the urinary ducts, it muft pof-
{efs the fame tenuity, &c, as that fecretions

: ‘ The



€ 62 )

“The commemorative fymptoms only can indicats
this fpecies of fuppreffion: in"the firft cafe, it fhould
be preceded by iflammation of the kidneys; in the
fecond, by the fudden difappearance of fuppuration
in fome other part of the body, and the pus, which
would be remarked in the urine previous to the fup-
preﬁion. : -

- We can place more reliance on the effe@s of
diluting remedies. Purges and vomits have alfo
been recommended; thefe laft are faid to be pecu-
liarly ufeful in procuring the expulfion by the agi-
tation produced in the vifcera of the lower belly.

Obftryétion of the urinary ducts js difficult to ex-
plain.  We have known inftances of patients voiding
worms by urine, and they have been frequently difs
covered in the bladder, but their actual exiftence in
the kidneys is difficult to prove, although Zacutus,
Lufitanus, Hollier, and fome others, pofitively af-
fert they have feen them, but probably they were
deceived by fome filaments of coagulated blood,
having a vermi-form appearance, or thefe worms
were generated after death, and produccd by Putre;
faction.

The moft frequent and ferious caufes of fuppref—
fion of urine are ftones and gravel in the kidneys;
other caufes are, for the moft part, conjeftural. Nu-
“merous differtations have explained this d@r_ahgement
in the natural fun@ions, but moft unfortunately they
throw no light on the treatment of the difeafe. The
effeés of art are inadequate to its cure; and, at pre-
fent, we are obliged to abandon it to the refources

= of
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of nature, and to leave to future generations the dift

covery of a more rational method,

Inflammation of the kidneys is generally accom-.
panied with fuppreffion, and the inflammation of one
kidney is very apt to extend to the other, and, by
this means, influence both, ‘ \

Independent of general caufes, the kidneys are
fubjet to be affected by particular fpecies of inflam-
mation, diuretics, the internal exhibitien or external

. application of cantharides, ftones in the kidneys, long
retention of the urine in the bladder, or in the ureters,
or even in the kidneys themfelves, or; in fhort, any’
circumftance that will excite, an increafed determi-
nat;on of blood will Produce mﬁammamon of thefe
Parts.

When the kidneys are inflamed, the urine is fome-
times fuddenly and fometimes gradually {upprefled,
nor does it take place totally till towards the third
or fourth day. Under thefe circumftances the urine
is at firft pale and limpid, then red; the patient ex-
periences a frcquent defire to make water, accompa;
nied with ardor urinz, fharp and pulfatory pains in
the lumbar region, which, though cenftant, increafe
"more towards evening than morning, ftronger in in-

(

{piration than expiration, and are increafed by the
efforts of making water, by riding, by lying on the op-~
pofite fide to the feat of the difeafe, by coughing, &c.
but the pain is not increafed, as in the lumbago,
by preflure on the lumbar region, or by bend-
ing and extending the trunk. One circumftance par-
ticularly marks this fpecies of pain, namely, its pro-
; : : pagation

|
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pagation aloﬁg the coutfe of the ureters to the biad-
der and to the glans penis; it extends even to the
tefticles themfelves, caufes them to contract, and 1§
often accompanied with ' a fenfe of numbnefs in the
groin and the anterior part of the thigh,  When
thefe pains become violent, the pulfe i1s generally
hard, - frequent, and full, the fever ardent, the belly
Pz_linful, _particula_rly on preflure ; fometimes it is {oft
and fometimes hard and diftended ; conflipation of
the bowels comes on with flatus, accompanied’ with
hiccups, naufea, vomiting, and the infenfible. perfpi-
 ration exhales a- urinous odour,

Inflammation of the kidneys, like all other inflam-
mations, may terminate in refolution, fup‘pu_rationy
gangrene, or fchirrus. Our curative intentions fhould
be direted to the firft by an obfervance of a plan
frictly antiphlogiftic, bleeding, which fhould be re-
peated accdrding to_the firength of the patient and
the violence of the fymptoms, leeches fhould be ap-
plied to the verge of the arms, warm baths, emollient
“clyfters, fomentations, cupping-glaffes to the lumbar
region, refrething and relaxing, drinks, emulfions,
whey, decottions of linfeed, marfh—‘malloivs, and dog’s,
tooth, with a few grains of nitre diffolved.

“When there is reafon to expet refolution, it hap-
pens generally on the feventh day from the invafion
of the difeafe : it is preceded by the gradual diminu-
don of the fymptoms, the fenfe of heat in the
Kidneys diminifhes, the pain is lefs, the pulfe foff,
lefs frequent, and more regular, the urine is dif-
charged as ufual, inftead of being aqueous or of a

; 23 red
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red colour, they become turbid, and precipitate 3
plentiful and punforrn fediment at the bottom of
the vefiel.

If the {eventh day paﬁ’e.. vmhout an attagk of fever,
the pain, and other fymptoms of inflammation, fen-
{ibly diminifh, and fuppuration or gangrene of the
kidneys is to be fcarcd We fhould expect that the
heat, pain, and mﬂammauon, of the kidneys, muft
neceflarily diminifh after the procefs of fuppuration
and the fymptbms of fever; but ftill, after fome days,

. they return with increafed violence, with a fenfe of

weight, tenfion, and pulling-in- the part; and the
- ftiffnefs and numbnefs in the groin, and the éntcriof
part of the thighs, mcrcafes and chanoes into v1olem
Dam.

‘The matter in the kldneys is more or_lefs exten-
five in its effeCts: fometimes they are entxre_ly de-
ftroyed, fometimes only a part; bur, in cither cafe,
the pus may be evacuated i in different ways; by urine,
or the inteftinum colon may be pierced, and it may
be evacua_r.cd by ftool ;* or a tumour may be formed

in

‘

* The.ievacu»ation of a confiderable quantity of ‘metter by ftog}
smay be, perhéps, difficult fatisfactorily to explain : it might, cer-
tainly, arife frem the ulcerative procefs taking place between the
kidney and the colon, and furrounding adhefive inflammation ari-
fing between that inteftine and the kxdney, by which means the
pus would not be ‘extravafated in the cavity of the abdomen, but
would pafs readily into the colon, and thence to the re@um.
lefe&lon has afforded inftances, in fome deg:ee analogous, where
t}us procefs has appeared to take place between the gall bladder

R and
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in the loins, which may break fpontaneoufly. We
are apptized of the burfting of the abfecefs by the
courfe of urine being eftablifhed, and being mixed
with pus, and fometimes fmall portions of coagulated
blood are to be difcovered, which have been de-
tached from the kidney by fuppuration; and there
is lefrin the kidneys an ulcerated pouch, which re-
mains to be deterged and healed. To anfwer this in.
dication, the balfamic juices are much praifed, fuch
as the balfams of Copaiba, Peru, and Mecca;
and turpentine in very fmall dofes; lime and mi-
neral waters have been alfo recommended, but
thefe will not agree in all cafes; for, by their ftimu-~
lating qualities, they are apt to induce a difpofi-
tion to confumption. The ufe of new cow or afies’
milk, hydromel or barley water, are not liable to
the fame objeCtions, and will ferve to cosred the
- acrimony of the urine as  well as nourith the pa-
tient. Even if one Kidney thould be defiroyed
by fuppuration, a cure may be. effeCted; for, in
fubjects that have been fubmitted to difiettion,
.a thick membranous fubflance has often been dif-
covered inftead of a kidney. :

 When pus pierces the colon, it i1s known by its
evacuation by ftool, and the fudden d'r‘fapPeargncc’
of the fymptoms: mild drink and e¢lyfters flightly
deterfive are the means we may employ ; and, though

and the duodenum, by which means gall-flones, of a confiderable
{ize, have pafled dire@ly into that inteftine, without pailing the
ductus communis choledicus, s &

the
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the cafe is certainly attended with great danger, yet
it {fometimes admits of a natural cure.

If, to the fymptoms of inflammation and fuppura-
tion, there fhould fucceed a tumour in the lumbar
tegion, it is difficult to Judge of its nature : for this
reafon it has been recommended not to defer the
opening, for fear the pus fhould be vitiated, and be
effufed 'in the cavity of the pelvis, inftead of fhew-
ing a difpofition to break externally : but, perhaps,
this idea 1s carried too far; for, we have had more -
thar one opportunity of remarking, that nature feems
difpofed, in collections of matter in the lower belly,
to evacuate it externally, by the formation of a tu-
mour, which, if not Qpcned, 10 internal effufion is
to be appreheaded ; for, fooner or later, it will be
brought to the furface : but we do not mean to fay,
that the praftice of deferring the opening ‘of thefe
tumours Is to be advanced as a general precept, for
it would be neceffary to’ adduce a number of fa&s
to fupport this as a univerfal rule

Our practtice fhould be cautious and deliberate : . for
fome days, we might content outfelves with the ap-
plication of emollient cataplafins, and, when it is ne-
ceffary to open the tumour, we fhould make our in-
cifion from above downwards, and through its avhole
length: if the hemorrhage fhould be confiderable
wenough to weaken the patient, we muit tie the vel-
fels; but, as the branches of the lumbar arteries are
ienerally fmall, the application of lint dipt in colo-
phony, with comprefles and a bandage, will be fuf-
ficient, ‘The wound fhould afterwards be drefied

Fza - with
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tyich lint dipt in linimentum arczi, applied to .thé
bottom of the abfcefs, and the lips kept feparated
by a doffil of lint dipt in the fame application, and
an emollient poultice applied over the whole: It
is neceffary to keep the orifice open; and to heal

the wound from the bottom: it is not always it

our power to heal thefe wounds without fiftulous
orifices, through which the trine pafies, but for-
tunately they are not dangerous. A number of cafes
have happened of this defcription; iwhere the life of
the patient was tolerably comfortable; and prolonged
to its ordinary period;, but we muft be attentive -to

keep thefe fiftulous orifices open to prevent a reten=

tion, which might be done by the introduétion of a
canula of the elaflic gum, with a thread tied round the
extremity, and covered with a diacylon plafter : it is
neceffary to found thefe fiftule occafionally, as their
continuance may be occafioned by a ftotie in the
Xkidneys, or in the eourfe of the fiftula : their extrac:
tion is generally eafy ; the mode will be mentioned
when we treat on the extraction of extraneous bodies ¢
but when the pusis diffufed in the cellular fubftance,

along the courfe of the ureters, into the cavity of the

pelvis, death is inevirable; - but fhill there is a pro-
bability that the pus may pafs under the peritoneumy
and form a tumour in the groin, or at Poupart’s liga:
ment s but" the rarity of thefe cafes leave us little to
hope.

- The interference of art by opening thefe tumors
may be ufeful, Wut it is beft to leave them to the

efforrs of natures for we learn by expericnce, that -

the
\
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the practice of opening thefe {pecies of tumours is
generally fatal, unlefs we reach the feat of the fuppu=
ration,  The pus changes in colour and confiftence;
fever comes on, and the patient finks in a few days.*
But, in general, there is lefs to be appreliended when
the matter remains ‘where it was originally formed ;
this fluid may be abforbed and pafied off; by wurine;
by ftool, or by the infenfible perfpiration. We may
prefume this effec has taken place, when the fymp-
toms conlequent to inflamaion and fuppuration fud-
denly difappear. If the patient is {ufficiently ftrong, the

‘ regimen need not be aitered ; but, if exhaufted by the

‘dliLh’UUC, recourfe thould be had to cordials, dlapho-

retics, &c.. and the cure terminated by gentle and
repeated purges, properly regulated.  Sehirrus of the
kidneys is not always the refuit of inflammation, it
1s often fubfequent to chronic affections of different
kinds. Thefe glands fometimes grow to an encrmous
fize, they have been even known to fill up the cavity
of the lower belly:{ they are f{ometimes foft, and
contain hydatids, or facs containing wurine or puss
fometimes they are hard and fchirrus, and; in thefe
laft cafes, fuppreilion takes place by degrees; and, if
one kidney fhould only be affected, no difference is ob-
ferved in the fecretion of urine; nor is the difeafe
indicated by any pofitive fymptom, either of painy

* The fudden tranflation of matter from thefe abfcefles does -
not always prove fatal, unlefs the metaftafis thould effeét the
Brains, langs, or liver. G
1 Journal des Savants, 1678:

fever,
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fever; or heat, i the region of the kidneys : except
when the fwelling is confiderable, and the tumor

large, then there is fome pain and a fenfe of weight
in ‘the part: the anterior branches of the firft pair of

lumbar nerves are comprefied, and a numbnefs is felt

in the groin and in the anterior_ parts of the thigh;
and, ‘it fometimes increafes to fuch a degree, as to
prevent the patient from walking. This induration
of the kidneys is rarely curable, and is often followed
by dropfy and afcites. But: if the cafe is recent;
and the patient young, there'is a profpect of recovery.
The cure fhould be attempted by aperient diuretics
and refolvents.  If one kidney fhould be only affected,
the patient may live a long time without much incon-
venience. When the kidney becomes grangrenous,
it is always fatal : at firft; the violence of the fymp-
toms are mitigated, and the patient is more eafy ; but
the fuppreffion ftill continues, accomparied with cold
urinous fweats, the pulfe {mall and intermittent, the
countenance livid, and,‘ in fhort, all the {ymptoms
of approaching death. A fuppreffion of urine ‘may
arife from {paim and palfy of the kidneys. The func-
tions of thefe wifcera, like all other {ecretory organs,
depend on a peculiar fpecies of irritability, cailed
vital energy, which gives that tone to the vafcular
fyftem that is neceffary to circulation and fecretion
If this energy is too much ftimulated, there refults an
excefs of aftion in the veflels, and a {palmodic con-
traction, which is unfavourable to the admiffion of
fluids in the fimall fecretory veflels, If this energy

is
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is too weak;, and ceafes to a& as in the palfy, no reation
takes place, nor are the fluids admitted into thofe
veflels. where fecretien is performed. Spafm of the
kidneys, may be occafioned by rheumatic, pforic,
and dartrous, affections of thofe parts, from the
paffions of the mind, anger, melanchely, and fear:’
it may take Placc in tetanos, in nervous fevers, more
Partlcu]arly in hyf’ccna, but then this fpafm of the:
kidneys is only confequent to univerfal fpafm; and, as
we have before-obferved, this fuppreffion lafts no
longer than the original difeafe, of which it is only
fymptomatic, and generally terminates in a few days;
but there have been inftances in hyfterical affections,
of fuppreflions of urine lafting forty days.*

Suppreflion of urine from fpafm often takes place
fuddenly, the pulfe is hard, and pain is experienced in
the lumbar region. ' ;

Diuretics, relaxants, bleeding, warm bathing, and
cataplafms to the loins, will fometimes cure this fup-
preflion, If the fpafm fhould arife from any particular
acrid humour of the kidneys, we fhould have recourfe
to the cautery, feton, and the application of moxa to

» the lumbar region. Palfy of the kidneys may be
the confequence of old age, free living, abufe of
diuretics, frequent retentions of wrine, occafioning
diftentions of the urinary ducts. When fuppreffion
is occafioned by a palfy of the kidneys, it comes on
gradually, the urine is limpid and inodorous, with no
fever, heat, or pain, in the lumbar region.  Tonic

* Acad, des Sciences, 1715. A&a Eruditorum, Nov. 1726.
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remedies are here particularly indicated. ~ In a general
Palfy, mineral waters, bark, and warm diuretics, may
be given with fuccefs; but, for a paralytic affeétion of
the k1dneys, there is no paru,cula' indication of cure.

Entraft from a Memoir of M. Default, on ibe Luxaz
tion of ihe z/zfei'zar Extremity of the Radiys, rerd 4
at a Mecting of the Acadeny of Surgery in 177 v

R. Default propofes, in this memoir, to prove
fatisfactorily the poffibility of this diflocation

of the radius, and to fupport it by fa&é; for no
authors, who have hicherto treated on the difeafes of
the bones, have mentioned this {pecies of derangement,
If we confider the nature of the articulation of the
two bones of the fore arm as copnected together, we
fee that fupesiorly in the motions of pronation, and
,fupination-,' the wulna refts immoveable on its axis..
It admits of flight flexion and extenfion, the _cdgc of
the head of the radius turns in the figmoid cavity of
the ulna, without feparating from that cayity. The
ligaments of this articulation rarely admit of diftenfion ;
and, for this reafon, this diflocation rarely _happcns,
But, luxations of the inferior exwemity, from it
greater extent of motion, and the comparative weak-"
nels of the articulation 'md ligaments, more ﬁcquently
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ward in a ftate of pronation, and more backward
i a ftate of fupination. Diffection has proved that
the preceding remarks are well founded, and they are
farther confirmed by obfervations on the living fubject.

OsservaTIioN k

In a fubjec brought to the Theatre for diffe&tion,
Mr. Default obferved that both the fhoulders were
diflocated forward, there was a mal-conformation of
the fore-arm, and neither that or the hand would
admit of complete extenfion; the motions of pro-
nation and fupination were very limited: on the in-
ferior part of the fore-arm a hard eminence was ob-
ferved, and a depreflion on_the oppofite fide.  Thefe
preternatural appearances induced Mr. Default to dif-
fect the parts with confiderable attention : the hand
was cedematous, the flexor tendons were pufhed out-
wards and adhered to the fkin, the figmoid cavity of
the radius was filled with cellular fubftance, inftead
of cartilage, which naturally furrounds it; the arti-
cular ligament, which is between the ulna and the
os pyramidale,* fcarce touched more than the head
of the ulna, and had followed the radius backwards..
The head of the ulna was fituated before the fig-
moid cavity of the radius, and refted on one of the offa
fefamoidea, to which it was attached by capfular
ligament. '

'® The French fometimes give this name to the os trapezoides.
Vide Di&. Raifonné d’Anatomie et de Phyfiologie, page 274.

As
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As Mr. Default was unacquainted with the hiftory
of the cafe during life, the caufes of thefe appears
ances could not be explained ; but, neverthelefs, the
radius could not have been carried backwards, but
by a force adequate to produce the motion of fu-
pination. ~ This conjefture appears feafible by the
following experiment:

"Having laid bare the bones of the fore-arm of
many fubjects, every time that the inferior extremity
of the radius was carried backwards, and that this motion
was forced in a ftate of fupination, the capfular liga-
ment broke anteriorly, and the head of the ulna paffed
through the aperture, and was fituated before the ra-
dius : but, when the fore-arm was moved forwards,
and pronation produced, the radius was carried be-
fore the ulna, and the capfular ligament, tearing pof~.
teriorly, admitted the head of this bone to flip out
of its firuation,

Thefe experiments and remarks leave no doubt on
the nature and poffibility of the luxation of the in-
ferior extremity of the radius, but they afford nothing
but conjecture on the caufes, fymptoms, and modes

" of cure: this information is to be acquired only by
obfervation on the living fubjeét.

OsservaTion IL

. Mr. Default was fent for toa child of 5 years of
age, who was fuppofed to have fractured her arm.

He was informed, by the parenis, that, when in bed,-
G2 ol a young



W € 765

a young man playing with her arm, by ufing tos
much violence, fuddenly performed the motion' of:
pronation ; the effort was accompanied  with - fome:
noife, and produced confiderable pain throughout the:
whole arm, but chiefly along the pofterior part of
the fore-arm. When Mr. Default was, called, there:
was little fwelling; the arm was at fome diftance
from the trunk, and carsied a little forwards, and
the fore-arm half bent between pronation and fupi-
nation. At the inferior and pofterior part, there was a:
tumour. formed by the head of the ulna, carried behind
the figmoid cavity of the radius;* the hand was a:
lictle extended, and in a ftate of adduétion. ~ The
patient kept the arm conftantly in this fituation, as
it was the leaft painful; and, as foon as it was,
touched or the pofition altered, great pain was'
experienced. | . yoad

From - former obfervations, Mr. Defaui‘t imme-;
di?.tely knew that the radius was diflocated forwards;
and it was fo obvious, that it was remarked
by three pupils who were with Mr Default. It was
reduced in the following manner :

An affiftant, having kept the arm fixed, he hcld
with both hands, the inferior extremity of the fore-
arm: one hand embraced the infide, and the other
the outfide, of the arm; and the thumbs were placed
in the intervening fpace between the radius and the
ulna, and the fingers poﬁcriorly: the intention was

.® Vide Traité. complet d’Anatomxe, par M. Sabatier, tom lr-,
page 185,

0
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to feparate the two bones of the fore-arm and bring
them on a level, whilft an effort was made to bring
the arm in a ftate of fupination, and in a direftion
contrary to the force which produced the diflocation:
the attempt fucceeded; for the bones, being but
{lightly feparated, were eafily replaced: the pain
ceafed immediately, the limb refumed its ufual ap-
pearance, and every motion was performed as well
as before- the accident. To prevent confequent fwell-
‘ing, &c. comprefles, dipt in camp. fpt. and a {light
bandage were applied, nor did any unpleafant fymp-
toms occur during the cure. b

'OABSZERVATION i1 5%

About five months afterwards, an infant of two
years old was brought to Mr. Default, who had met
with a fimilar accident, but from an unknown caufe.
The redu@ion was effeGted in the fame manner, but
with more cafe: the fame plan of treatment was
adopted, and attended with the fame fuccefs.

OpstrvaTion IV.

A waterman;, 40 years of age, in attempting to

flop a boat, held faft by a rope that was faftened
'round a poft: by the exertion, though not violent,
" the arm was turned into a ftate of pronation, He
] G'3 im-
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smmediately felt an acute pain, which extended to the
fhoulder, and which was increafed by the motions
of pronation ‘and fupination. The furgeon, who was
firft called, did not take it for a diflocation of the ra-
Jius forwards ; he miftook it for a {prain, and treated
it accardingly for three montis; but, notwithftand- -
ing the attentions he received, the pain continued
and the fwelling was confiderable, At this period
Mr. Default faw him; the arm was then half bent,
between pronation and fupination, and the head of
the ulna projected confiderably backwards : fome en-
deavours, notwithftanding the fwelling, were made
for the reduction; but, as they were not fuccefsful,
the attention was directed to the treatment of the
fwelling, which, in cight days, nearly fubfided.

During this interval, he was feen by many pradi-
fioners, moft of whom recommended him ro defift
from the application of any remedy, as it would fub-
fide in time: this advice was followed, and he de-
clined all affiftance from art, at the moment when
there was every profpe of fuccefs, He returned
home, where he remained in the fame ftate, with
fearcely the ufe of his hand. s

At ‘the time Mr. Default wrote this' memoir he
was young in the practice of furgery; but, at prefent,
he is enabled to add many cafes to confirm the truth
contained in thefe obfervations.

Orspre
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OsseErvaTion V.

The firft patient that Mr. Default faw at the Hotel
Dieu, as furgeon in chief, had a luxation forwards
of the inferior extremity of the radius. This cafe
had been mifconceived ; and, although it had taken
place longer than the other, it was eafily reduced,
which was, probably, owing to the fwelling being
reduced by the emollient cataplafms that had been
continually applied on the wrift, to which the diffi-
culty of motion had been attributed.  But, though the
reduction was eafy, there was confiderable difficulty
in retaining the parts. We fucceeded by fixing the
arm in 2 ftate of fupination, and applying a thick
comprefs behind the ulna, whilft the radius was pufhed
backwards by another comprefs placed at its anterior
part, and both preferved in this fituation by means
of a roller. Thefe dreflings were continued for a
month, after which the reduced bones were preferved
in their natural fituaton,

The patient, at firft, was cautious in moving his
wrift, particularly avoiding the motion of pronation ;
but which he regained by degrees.

OBSERVATION VI

On the 2gth of January, 1789, Madclcine.Fuf.cr,
a wather-woman, aged 34 years, luxated the inferior
¢ G 4 €X= -
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extremity of the radius forwards, whilft fhe was
wringing a fheet; another woman, who was amﬁ-
ing her, made a violent effort, and, with a jerk,
twifted her right fore-arm, which was in a complete
ftate of pronation. She experienced inftantly a very
acute pain, and felt as if fomething was torn. Con-
ceiving it only a {prain, which would foon get well,
fhe ufed no topical application, nor- applied to
the Hotel Dieu ull the 16th day after the acci-
dent. There was then a little fwelling at the inferior
part of the radius and wrift, which was in a ftate of
extenfion and addudtion, the fingers were bent; little
inconvenience was felt when the hand was in a ftate of
inaction, but, on motion, the pain was extremely
-violent. i

It was obvious that the radius was fituated be-
fore the ulna, and that they rode over each other.
The manner of reduttion was the fame as in the
other cales. © Whilft an affiftant fupported the elbow,
another held the hand; the {urgeon fupported the
inferior part of the fore-arm with both his hands, he
placed one hand on the outfide and the other on the
infide, with his thumbs between the intervening fpace *
of the radius and ulna ; and, during the endeavour to
feparate the bones, he defired the affiftant, who held
the hand, to perform the motion of fupination, a di-
rection which he gave himfelf to the radius.

The reduction was accompanied with a peculiar
noife ; and, from the limb refuming its natural fthape,
and regaining its freedom of motion, we knew our
endeavours had fucceeded, = Compreffes of aq. veg.

‘ min.
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min. were applied to the wrift. The patient remained
a fortnight at the hofpital, at the end of which fhe
regained the perfe&t ufe of her wrift and hand.

We fhall not adduce any more cafes of this fpecies
of diflocation, but remain fatisfied with thofe already
produced, as they are fufficient to point out the na-
ture, caufes, and fymptoms, of this luxatlon of the
inferior extremity of the radius. We fee that the re-
duction, in the firft'inftance; is eafy, and that no ill
confequence infues; but, if this diflocation efcapes
the notice of the furgeon, or'it has taken place for
a confiderable time, we cannot always fucceed in our
attempt, as was the cafe in the waterman, 'in the
4th obfervation ; but ftill we fhould not defpair, even
if it has taken place for fome months. The fuccefs
of the laft cafe ought to encourage our attempts for
reduction, whatever time may have elapfed fince the
Juxation,

Wound of the Head, with Ecopé, that terminated fatally.

[ By Mr. BoubryE, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.

TEPHEN Marriotte, a native of Gien-fur-Loire,
thirty-two years old, and of a good conftitu-

tion, on the 24th December, 1790, received, on the
left fide of the os fronts, a wound with a fabre,
which
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which divided' perpendicularly the foft parts and
portion of the external table of the bone. He was
brought the fame day to the Hoétel Dieu, without
experiencing  any inconvenience from his wound.
A pledget, dipt in the linimentum arczl, was applied,
and a poultice over the whole; he was bled, and an
antiphlogiftic regimen obferved till the fourth day.

- On the fifth, fuppuration took place, the wound
not painful, appetite good, and the patient expe-
rienced no inconvenience whatever: he walked the
greateft part of the day. The following days paffed
in the fame way ; but, on the evening of the fifteenth,
the fkin was dry, the pulfe raifed, the edges of the
wound fiwelled, the fuppuration yellow, and dimi-
nifhed in quantity. Thefe fymptoms increafed the
following evening; and the next day the pain in
the head was confiderable, particularly on the left fide,
the fuppuration totally fupprefled, the pulfe hard, and
the tongue dry and furred. _

Mr. Default ordered him to be bled in the foot,
and a blifter to be applied over the whole head ; but the
patient, objecting o the total lofs of his hair, would
only admit of its application at the anterior part.
A grain of tartar emetic was exhibited, which
atted as a purge as well as a vomit.  The fymp-
toms feemed to be mitigated ; but, towards night,
he grew worfe; and, on the next day, which
was the feventeenth from the accident, he was fenfe-
lefs and paralytic on the left fide. He was bled a
fecond time in the foot, but, the fymptoms fill con=
tinuing, he expired on the eighteenth day. :
? The
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The body was opened publicly in the Theatre = the
internal table of the os frontis was not injured, and
the dura-mater not even detached from the cranium,
but was covered with a yellow mucus, confequent to
the inflammation, and which feemed to have infi-
nuated itfelf in the cellular fubftance. All the fur-
face of the left hemifphere of the brain, and a part of
the.anterior lobe of the right fide, was covered with
the fame mucus, and which had communicated a
tinge to the cortical fubftance.

Agreeable to the opinion of Monfieur Quefnoy,
in the firft volume of the Memoirs of the Academy of
Surgery, this patient fhould have been trepaned on
the firft appearance of the {fymptoms. ,

Buc a queftion: arifes, on what part would you
trepan?  We have many doubtful indications, nor
is there one fufficienty decifive to point out where the
inftrument fhould be applied. The feat of the mif-
chief, we had reafon to prefume, was on the left fide,
from the injury received on the external table of the
os frontis, and from that part being peculiarly affected
with pain; yet, flill the paralytic affection of the left
fide of the body gave rife to a fufpicion that the
caufe exifted in the right, For the fake of argument,
Jet us fuppofe, that the furgeon, not deterred by
thefe contra-indications, after the unfuccefsful appli-
cation of the trepan -on one fide, had determined to -
atcempt it on the other: what particular part would
he have trepancd 2  He muft have multiplied its ap-
plication at the hazard of difcovering the feat of the
effufion; and what advantage could he have obmained

by
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by thefe refearches? Would the punf'orm mucus
have been evacuted, that was effufed in the cellular
fubftance, and diffufed over the whole left and part:

of the right hemifphere of the brain?
. siabhe application of the trepan favours the accef-
fion of air, which often produces confequences ulti-
mately fatal. - Scarcely any authors, who have written
on wounds of the head, have mentioned this {pecies
of fuppuration; it is noticed, however, by Smetius
-and Morgagni. The laft, in deferibing the diffection
of many fubje@s, who died from wounds of the
“head, remarks, that this yellow-greenith 'mucus, and
of a gelatinous confiftence, was diffufed in the me-
ninges and over the furface of the brain. '

Thefe circumftances have been conftantly obferved,
in the Hotel Dieu, in patients, who have died at the
fame period, as the fubject of the preceding obfer-
vation, ‘and whofe death has been preceded by the
dame fymptoms ; but, in thefe accidents, if no re-
lief is afforded by the trepan, the beft effects may be
expected from the application of a blifter applied over
the whole head. A number of cafes that have been
fuccefsfully treated in this way, apparently. of the moft
ferious defcription, will foon be publifhed.

© Cufe
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Cafe of an wlcerated Cancer, of an extraordinary Size,
cured by the Operation. ;

[By Mr. Deuanne, one of the Surgeons of the
Hétel Dieu.]

ADELEINE Lepré, a fith-woman; aged 66
: years, tall, thin, and of a weak conftitution;
obferved, in November, 1788, in her left breaft, a
fmall, hard, moveable, tumour, nearly infenfible, the
caufe of which fhe was unable to affign. This tu-
mour increafed rapidly : by the month of April; 17905
it had acquired a confiderable bulk, it was hard, ex-
tremely painful, and diffeminated with varicous veins 3
emollient and maturative cataplafins were applied,
which feemed to haften its progrefs ; for, in the {pace
of twenty-five or thirty days, it had increafed fo
confiderably in fize, that it exceeded the bulk of her
head by one-third: in the centre, an ulcer formed
of about two inchesin diameter; it was of a fungus
nature, and difcharged, - abundantly, a bloody feetid
fanies, Her fufferings not allowing her a moment’s
eafe, fhe was admitted; in this diftreffed fituation,
into the Hotel Dieu on the 18th May, 1790.

As the tumour was increafing faft, and: the patient,
though weakened by the difeafe, was as well as could
be reafonably expected from the nature of her com-
plaint, it was thought proper not to defer the ope-
ration, which was performed; two days after her ad-
siffion, in the following manner:— : {3

' She
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She was feated in 2 high chair, and fupported by
two affiftants : one elevated the left arm at a litde
diftance from the body; Mr. Default raifed the breaft
with his left hand, and put the integuments at the
lower part of the tumour on the firetch, then, with
a ftraight and fharp pointed biftoury, made a femi- -
oval incifion at the inferior part of the tumor, direct-
ing it from the axilla towards the fternum: the an-
terior extremity of the incifion was a little more
elevated than the pofterior.  An affiftanc retracted the
{kin at the lower part, whilt Mr. Default held the
_breaft with his lefc hand, and diffected the cellular
fubftance in a dire@tion contrary to the inferior lip
of the wound : the cancerous mafs was foon detached
inferiorly, and was fuffered to hang pendulous, and
the fkin, at the upper part, being perfeitly found,
Mr. Defaule diffected it off the tumour, and finithed
his incifion where he firft commenced the operation.
The cellular fubftance was diffected as clofe as poffi- *
ble, by retradting the tumour and integuments in dif-
ferent direGtions. Anartery that afforded rather a con-
fiderable hemorrhage was compreffed by the finger
of an affiftant, it was laid hold of with a pair of dif-
feCting forceps, and fecured, by’ ligature, in the
ufual manner. Four other fmall arteries were fecured
in the fame way.

The perpendicular height of the wound, refulting
from this operation, was 8 inches; its width ten. After
the cdgesvof the wound were well cleaned, and the
blood wiped off with coarfe lint, it was dreffed with _
fofe doffils fprinkled withi eolophony, and comprefies

of
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of coarfe lint applied over the whole, and fecured by
a bandage drawn moderately tight. She was put to
bed, and her head was a little elevated, with the arm
of the affected fide refting on a cuthion, at a little
diftance from the body, but fufficiently raifed for
to relax the pe€toralis major and the fkin which in-
vefts it. !

The weight of the tumour was eleven pounds, its
texture firm, and difficult to cut, and, at the firft
view, had much the appearance of rancid bacon: in
its internal part, matter, of different colours and con-
fiftence, was difcovered. :

No pain was expetienced in the courfe of the day
and the night, and fhe complained only of the ban-
dage being rather too tight.  The fecond day, the
dreflings were {lightly tinged with blood, the bandage
and external comprefles were removed, and the lint
moiftened with the deco@tion of marfh-mallows : frefh
comprefles, dipt in the fame liquor, were applied,
and rhe dreflings were iupported {uperiorly, by
means of a fcapulary. .

The third day, there was litte fever, with a ﬂ}ght
ferous difcharge, that indicated approaching fuppu-~
fation ; the lint that was eafily detached was changed,
and all the dreflings were moiftened with decoction
of marfh-mallows. The fourth day, the fame plan’
was continued.

On the fifth, the lint, detached by fuppuration, was
eafily removed, and the appearance of the wound
was remarkably favourable. After the édges of the
wound were Wlpcd they. were dreffed with cerate:

fpread
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- fpread on linen, to prevent the adhefions of the
dreflings, and the wound was covered, throughout
its whole length, with a comprefs dipt in the decoc-
tion of ‘marfh-mallows. The dreflings were the fame
on the following days. On the feventh, fhe- was al
lowed broth, in which there was bread. =~ On the
tenth, the had a flight cough, which foon gave way
to the ufe of pecoral decoétion.’. On the fifteenth,
the edges of the wound were perfeétly level, and be-
gan to cicatrize ; and fthe now eat a little roaft fowl.
On the twenty-third, the cicatrix advanced rapidly,
and the fuppuration was fo trifling, that the ufe of the
marfh-mallow-water was omitted.

On the thirtieth, there was fome appearance ofa
bilious difpofition, which was checked by the ufe of
clyfters, and one drachm of cremor tartar in each
pint of drink. The appetite foon returned, and, to
gratify, it completely, fhe procured, clandeftinely,
folid food and {pirituous liquors : this improper regi-
men produced, on the thirty-fixth day, a new. de-
rangement in the digeftive organs; the wound became
pale and fungous, the pus altered in quality and
fmell, the edges of the wound were . excoriated, and
the cicatrix in part deftroyed. She was put on diet ; *
but ftill the fuppuration was fufficiently abundant to
render it abfolutely neceflary to drefs the wound
twiceaday. On the fortieth day, it began to di- /
minith, and the fungi were touched with the lapis
infernalis. ~ On the forty-fifth, the appearance of
the wound was much better, and the quality of thc

-matter confiderably improved, j
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On the fixtieth, cicatrization began to take place
from the circumference of the wound: fhe was now
allowed folid food.  On the feventieth, the patient
was attacked with a confiderable itching, which was
foon followed with an eruption of {mall red puftules,

. that were diffufed over the whole body. This event |

obliged her to have recourfe to her ordinary drink
of the decoctions of dock and fumitory: the erup~

 tion did not influence the cicatrix ; and, on the fe-

venty-fixth, it was judged expedient to make an iffiie -
in her arm.’
On the eighty-third day, conceiving herfelf nearly

' well, the committed frefh excefles, which produced

a redundancy of bile: the wound became pale, the
difcharge copious, and of a bad quality. She was
treated in the fame way as before, with clyfters, and
a ptifan acidulated with crem. tartar; which plan was
followed till the ninety-fixth day, when the cicatrix
became fmaller. © On the 1osth day, the length of
the wound was only two inches, and one inch in
width ; and it now healed fo faft, that, on the 120th
day, the cicatrix was complete, and was only two
inches and a half in extent. Three days afterwards, a
gentle purge was exhibited, as her tongue was a

little furred, accompanied Wlth a bitter tafte in her -
| mouth.

She was difcharged from thc Hofpital, perfectly
cured, on the 3d of O&ober, 1790, one hundred and

| thirty-fix days after the operation, and, at pr_cfcnt, en-
joys the moft perfect ftate of health.

H In
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In the coutfe of pradtice, we have made many ob-
fervations on~ cancers of the breaft cured by ampu-
tation; and we fhall regularly communicate thofe
that are attended with any intereiting particulars, Af-
ter operations of this pature, cicatrization is generally
completed in thirty or fifty days; but {till it may be
retarded by particular circumftances, which young
Pra&itionerg ought to be informéd of ; and with this
yiew the preceding cafe has been publi_fhed.

A varicty of caufes concurred to prolong the curg
of this patient beyond the ordinary period : her habits
of life, her long f{uffering, and advanced age, the

length of time fhe was afflicted with the difeafe, the

reft fhe was obligcd fo ftrictly to obferve, after being
accuftomed to an afive life, were all circumitances
that retarded her curs,

Cq/:,’ of q}g'Ozagrﬂtfon for ¢ double Hare-lip, with 4
Fiffure in the Palate. ‘

N A ARY Dehannes, a foundling, 5 years of age,

| was admitted into the Hoétel Dieu on the

7th of September, 1790, for an operation for the
hare-lip, an engraving of which is annexed.

In the upper lip, under the noftrils, thete were

two fiffures, one-third of an inch wide, and which

(7.5
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éxtended into the pofterior noftrils: thefe fiffures were
feparated from each other by the protuberance (b),
which was rounded inferiorly, and was {horter than
the other portions of the lip: its bafe was on a level
with the extremity of the rofe, with which it was
.conne@ed. Behind this protuberance was obferved
a portion of the upper jaw (&), half an inch wide,
which projected more forwards than the reft of the
maxillary bones, from which it was feparated on each
fide by a fiffure of about (f) one quarter of an inch
wide : this boney eminence, whofe inferior part was
on a level with the alveolar procefs, fupported the
two middle inciffors (which were fmaller than ufual,
and movable in their fockets) : fuperiorly, it was con-
tinued with the feptum nafi, whofe lower edge led
to the middle of a fiffure, the width of which ex-
ceeded three-fourths of an inch, and divided, from
before backwards, the vault and the arch of the pa-
it e
“This child could only ufe the cufpidati and the bi-
cufpides in laying hold of her food, Her maftica-
txon was difficult; and, during deglutition, a part of
the aliment regurgitated info the pof’cenor noftrils, and
part paffed through the fiffures of the lips; but thefe
inconveniences - were, in fome meafure, obviated by
the child having the precaution to take little food
into her mouth at a time: fhe fwallowed fluids with
‘much more eafe; for, by inclining her head back-
- wards, they paffed dire&tly into the pharynx.
- Her fpeech was 1rnpe1fe& the tones of her voice
* being nafal ; her pronunciation of vowels was mode-
= H 2 rately
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rately diftinét, but fhe articulated confonants with

fuch difficulty that the could be underﬁ:ood only by

thofe that were frequently with her.

To bring the protuberance on a level with tho
lip, and to deprefs the projecting portion of the maxil
lary bongs, a linen bandage was contrived which com-
preﬁed them both, by being pafled over the uppes
lip and fixed to the back-part of the neck: its good
effelts were immediately evident, and its ufe was
continued ill the 18th of SCPtcmbfl, when the ope-
ration was performed,

' As the patient was in good hea;th no other pre-

paration was neceflary but regulating her diet a few

days before the operation. Her hair was ordered
to be combed, and 'fome mercurial ointment to be
épplicd to deftroy the vermin, which might occas
fion uneafinefs, and, by this means, the bandage was
more likely to remain undifturbed.  The pofterior
part and the cavity of the ears were guarded with
lint, to prevent the inconvenicnces of preflure, and
to abforb' the perfpiration, which, by being confined
during the application of the banoaOL, might 1rr1tate) ;
or even ulcerate, the parts. )
The patient was brought to the theatre and feated
-on a high chair, with her head againft the breaft of
an affiftant; who, with her hands applied to the lips,
puthed them forwards, and, at the fame time, coms
prefied the external mdxgllary arteries where they pais \
on the lower jaw, Mr. Default plaged himfelf be-
fore the patient, and a little to ‘the right, then held
the left portion of the lip with the thumb and fores
i ‘ finger

{
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finger of the left hand, and, with a fharp pair of fcifs
fors, rounded on both fides, cut out the red as high
up as the openings in the nofe, perpendicular to the
thicknefs of the lip, taking care to remove a fome-
what larger proportion of the lower part, where the
edge was rounded (cc fiz. 1#). He then tock hold
of the lower part of the protuberance, and put it on the

{tretch ; then cautioufly divided the left edge exactly

in the fame way ;5 and divided the right portion in the

fame manner, and the correfpendent part of the lip.

Whilft he held, with his thumb and index- finger, the
~ angle of the wound that correfponded with the left
fiffure, he paffed into the lip, at the diftance of one=
twelfth of an inch from its loofe edge, and one quar-
ter of an inch from the wound, a gold pin (fyg. 576
and 6¢h), rubbed with cerate, and, paffing it back=
wards and upwards, paffed it through the fiffure, then,
fixing the protuberance on 4 level with the lip, he
puthed» the pin through it about its middle; and,
\ after adjufting the right portion of the lip againft
the protuberance, he paffed the pinin a {imilar way,
but in an oppofit: direction to the one he had paffed
on the left fide.

While Mr. Default retained the parts in a ftate of
| appofition, by holding the two ends of the pin, an
| affiftant introduced, behicd the latter and before the
| protuberance and the lipi a loop of waxed thread,
which he drew downwards, with the intention of keep-
ing the parts on the ftrerch; and, in contaét upon
this loop, the operator introduced another piece of
Waxed ligature, which he pafled feveral times in the

H 3 : form
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form of a figure of 8, crofs and round the pin, ta%

king care to bring the thread fometimes acrofs, and .

fometimes under, the protuberance ; he next intro-
duced a fecond pin under the nofe, a quarter of an
inch above the firft, and pafled it through the two
portions of the lips, being careful to bring the two

other portions of the lip on a level with the pro-,

tuberance, by bringing them forward: he then twifted
a picce of waxed ligature about the fecond pin, in the
{ame manner as the firft, and afterwards carried the
thread, alternately, from one pin to the other, in the

form of a figure of eight, till he had covered the

whole furface of the lip (fee fig. 2.). The ends of
the thread were then fecured by a knot, and the
loop, which had ferved to keep the parts in con-
taé and on the firetch, was cut off as high as pof-
{ible. _

Mr. Default applied two comprefles on the cheeks
(dd, dd; fig. 1I1.) one inch in thicknefs, extending
from the maffeter mufcle to the commiffure of the
lips, and from the os male to the lower jaw: thefe
comprefles were prefled forwards, and fupported by
an affiftant ; fmall comprefles were placed betweer
the ends of the pins and the fkin; and the lip was

covered with a pledgit of lint, over which was laida |

comprefs (cccc) moiftened with aq. vegeto.

. A bandage of the fame breadth as the lip, and |

three ells in length, was carried, from right to lefi

feveral times round the head, direétly above the eye-
~ brows, and fixed, with a pin, behind the right ear; §

and on a level with the upper lip; then brought over

the |
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the comprefs of the fame fide, thence under the nofe
and over the comprefs of the left fide, then be-
hind the left ear, to which it was fixed by a pin =
the reft of the bandage was carried in circular turns
~ round the head, and to prevent the comprefies and ban-
dage being loofened, they were fupported by a fmall
. bandage (11 i1) which was placed on each fide. The
middle of this was paffed obliquely under the chin, and
one of the heads of it was brought over one of the
comprefies, and the other behind the ear of the op-
pofite fide to the top of the head, where they were
faftened, and fixed to the comprefs on each fide, and
to the firft bandage, by means of pins.

The motions of the lower jaw were confined by
fixing the chin with the fling bandage (ff), the fu-
perior ends of which were- fixed behind the occiput,
and the lower ends to the top of the head, and the
whole was rendered ftill more fecure by feveral turns
of a handage (aa aa) carried round the head. -

The operation was, by no means, tedious ; nor the
introducion of the pin attended with much pain. She
was put to ‘bed and flept part of the day, and the

» next day there was neither fwelling nor pain; the {fmall
comiprefs was removed and a frefb one applied, moif-
tened with aq. veg. min. On the third day, {he was
allowed to eat panada. On the fourth day, the pins
were withdrawn by their points, after being previouily
cleaned and {meared with cerate; they were more
eafily difengaged, by performing a fort of rotatory
motion : the dreffings were the fame.as before. On
the fifth, the threads fell off, and the parts feemed

H 4 per-
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pcrf'eé‘tly united (fee fig. IV.), and the patient’s pro-
nunciation appeared much 1mproved On the fe-
venth, the punctures, made by the pms, flightly fup-
purated: on the tenth, they were cicatrized, and
the marks were fcarcely perceptible.

_ On the thirty-cighth, fhe left the Hofpital. Since
her cure fthe has returncd feveral times to be exa-

mined : her articulation is found to be perfc&]y dife

tinct, and the lip has regained its natural length, the
fiffure in the arch of the palate is diminifthed one-
third, and the alveolar arch is perfeétly regular.

Many inftances, in fome degree fimilar to the

above cafe, are to be found in books. The cure was
always viewed by the ancients as impracticable ; but
modern furgeons, perfuaded that the projeéting por-
tion of the maxillary bones formed the chief obftacle,
have recommended its excifion: but experience proves,
that it is always eafy to bring the lips over this offious
projection, and, by the means of a bandage, effect
its deprefﬁon even to a level with the lateral parts
of the jaw, fo as 'to render this excifion unneceffary.
Befides, this operation is open to many objections:
it leaves a confiderable fpace between the maxillary
bones, excites inflammation in the adjoining parts, and
deprives the lip of the advantage of a fupport at that
patt v.here it was divided ; but, even under thefe dif-
- advantages, if an union fhould take place, the aétion

Qf the mufcles would bring the maxillary bones

acarce to- a flate of contaét ; the upper jaw would be-

come contracted, fo as to fall thhm the under one,

which
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which would render maftication- difficult; and prefent
alfo another deformity.

With refpect to the mode of performing the ope-
ration for this {pecies of hare-lip, ' there are many
different opinions. With regard to the manner, the
inftruments, and the means employed to procure a re-
union : 30k S ;

Some have thought they have fimplified the
operation by re-uniting one of the fides of the lip
to the middle part, and, after this was completely
' healed, to proceed to operate on the other fide.
Others recommend to finith the operation at once.

Although Severinus, in his ¢ Treatife de Efficacia
Medicinz,” recommends the biftoury in the operation
of the hare-lip ; yet {ciffors have been ufed for a
long time, and, though many objections have been
urged, yet fhill many furgeons prefer them; nor is
this opinion ill-founded: the operation is more fpeedy
and eafy; nor is ‘there any neceflity to feparate the
lip from the gums, becaufe the parts are not cut
upon pafte-board as with the biftoury, and the fur-
geon can hold himfelf thofe parts he wifhes to divide,
the incifion can be made with the {ciffors with more
firmnefs and regularity ;- for, with the biftoury, the
incifion from the contraction of the parts is often
irregular, nor are the edges of the wound, as it is
faid, bruifed: for, when the fciffors are fharp and
well conftructed, they cut nearly as well as the bif-
toury, and, from experience, we find the wound
unites equally well, :

- The
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* he future was, for a long time, efteemed the -
only method of obtaining the union of the hare-lip,
and is yet preferred, in fome difficult cafes, by many
pracitioners. The inconveniences that {fometines re=
fult, depend on the manner of performing it, and on
the dreffings that are made ufe of : a number of cafes,
in the Hét&l Dicu, that have been united by future,
and that have done perfeétly well, are proofs of the
juftice of this opinion. Befides, however perfect the -
bandage may be, it does not retain the parts with
fufficient exacnefs, nor does it prevent the blood and
the faliva from infinuating themfelves between the
edges of the wound ; it cannot lengthen parts that
are too fhort, nor elevate thofe that are deprefled;
all thefe advantages the operation by pins certainly
poflefles, when ably conducted.

According to Heifter, the Germans employed no-
thing but a fufficient number of futures to procure
the reunion; furgeons, from experiencing their in-
fufficiency, prefer the ufe of pins, but differ fome-
what refpeéting their form and compofition. Gold,
as it will not ruft, and can be made fufficiently fharp,
is to be preferred.

The bandage, mentioned in the above cafe, is of
a more fimple conftruction than the gencrality of uni-
ting bandages invented for the purpofe: its action
is confined to the comprefles and checks, it lies
fmooth, and does not prefs on the lip, which is not '
liable to be wounded by the pins; and, if the com-
. prefles are pufhed forward at the inftant of its ap-
plication, they will act in the fame way as a bandage,

the
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refolutions of which was ineffeGually attempted by
bleeding and the application of a poultice over the
whole cheek. The fwelling and pain increafed, and,
at the eighteenth day, feveral abceffes difcharged
themf{elves in the mouth ; at this period, all the dentes
molares, except the firft, fell out;- foon afterwards
there appeared, under the angle of the jaw, a confi-
derable depofiion of matter; and, at the right fide
of the neck, which had not been preceded by the.
fymptoms that ufually accompany phlegmonous in-
flammation, an aperture was made ; and, on exami-
nation with a probe, the jaw was found denuded =
and an other abcefs being opened, that was fituated
towards the alveolar procefs of the laft dens wolaris,
another portion of the bone was expofed. ;
The patient, diftrefied by the tedioufnefs of the
cafe, prefented himfelf at the Hotel Dieu, on the
15th November, 1790, fix weeks after the firft
fymptoms of the difeafe. A fwelling, ac@®mpanied
with confiderable hardnefs, = occupied the whole
cheek and the correfpondent part of the neck, which
produced an inability of feparating the jaws; above a
quarter of an inch in the infide of the mouth, to-
wards the termination of the alveolar procefs, above
three-quarters of an inch of mortified bone was ex-
poled and fel: it appeared, in a great meafure, de-
tached, and admitted of a flight degree of motion ;
~ circumftances that‘_ determined Mr, Default to at-
temptits extraction the next day.
An affiftant having feparated the commiffure of the
lips, Mr, Default introduced a curved biftoury on
: the
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the fore-finger of his lcft hand, and divided the foft
parts that invefted the foreopart of the jaw, and,

affing his finger along the internal furface of the

difeafed bone, he difcovered that the vefiels and the
inferior dental nerve were out Qf their canals, their
‘internal fides being deftroyed through their ‘whole ex-
tent ; the foft parts, that remained adhered to the bone,
were then detached ; then raifing, with his finger, the

anterior branch of the jaw, he difengaged the dif-

eafed portion, and extracted it with the greateft fa-
“cility: it ‘comprehended the whole branch of the
jaw, except the condyle and the top of the coronoid
procefs ; new offific matter was difcovered pofteriorly,
and on the outfide of that part’ where the difeafed por-

tion was fituated : the motions of the jaw were foon

veftored as well as before the accident. b
"The opening of the fiftulous orifice in ‘the neck
was a little enlarged for the paffage of a {eton,
which W& drawn through the mouth, and a poulnce
was apphcd to the cheek ; and, every evening
the  cavity of the extracted bone was well mJe@c—
ed with .a ‘decoction of marth-mallows. The next
day, it was diminithed to half its fize, and the fuf-
ferings of the patient were - trifling; the fwelling;
however, in fome meafure, augmented; and there

was a mioderate difcharge of pus from t;he mouth,.

as weil as from the fitulous orifice,

On the fourth day, the fwelling was lefs, the pus
white and more abundant, and the gargles and injec-

tions pafied out in part of the fiftulous orifice. On
the eighth, as there was litde fwelling, and the dif-
: - charge
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charge fmall in quantity, the feton was omitted ; but
the ufe of the poulticcs_; gargles, and inje€tions, was
perfifted in, which flill; in part, flowed out of the
fitulous crifice, The ﬁadcnt could now chew folid
food. b :
On the evening of the tenth day, he was afflicted
with a confiderable fluxion and’ fwelling on the cheelk,
which, probably, migli be attributed to the dampnefs
of the ward that had been wathed fome hours before.
Solid food was preferibed, and he was ordered to
drink plentifuily of a decoétion of dog’s tooth acidu-
lated with oxymel, and an enema to be adminiftered
in the evening ;. but, notwithftanding thefe precautions,
the {welling mcreafed a bitter tafte in the mouth, a
feetid breath, a furred tongue, and a feverifh pulfe,
were fymptoms that announced a difeafed action of
the digeftive powers: a grain of tartar emetic was
given, which vomited, and produced fome bilious
ftools.  The pulfe was natural and regular in the
evening. On the thirteenth, the {welling and other -
fymptoms were much diminifhed ; he withed for folid
food, ‘which was allowed him the next day. “On the
fifteenth, theré was no fwelling, except towards the
fternum; the wound in the mouth would fearce ad-
mit the extremity of the finger, and afforded but
little fuppuration.  The injection did not now pafs
through the fiftulous orifice, and its external opening
was cicatrized the next day. On the twentieth, 2
fmall abcefs was obferved at the fuperior part of the
fternum, which was opened three days afterwards,
: with=
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without any particular circumftance occurring worthy
notice. ;

The péﬁcnt was difcharged from the Hofpital on the
13th of December, twenty-eight days after the ope- |
ration. The wound of the mouth was not yet per-
feltly clofed, though there was no cavity ; there re-
mained on'the cheek a tumour formed by the new-
formed bone. The mouth admitted of being opened
above a quarter of an inch, and the motions of the
jaw were perfectly recovered.

This man has often returned to the Hofpiral fince
his difmiffion: his cheek has nearly re-aflumed its
natural appearance, but the internal wound in the
mouth yet remained fiftulous.

Cofe of @ Fungus in the Maxillary Sinus.

[ By Mr. PL'AIGNAUD, One of the Surgeons of the,
Hétel Dieu.]

JAMES Thibault, 22 years of age, a foldier in the
regiment of Viennois; was attacked, in the year
1785, with decp-feated pains in the maxillary finus,
after receiving a violent contufion on the malar tu-
berofity of the right fide, Thefe pains remained for 2

long
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long time before any change was perceived externally,
In September, 1789, the os mali began to fwell, and
the eye to project, the fight grew more enfecbled
every day, and the ductus nafalis began to contra,
which produced epiphora, or the watery eye.

The foldier, unable to continue his duty, went to
the Hofpital at Lifle, in Flanders, where, agreeable
to his account, his difeafe was taken to be an ozena
of the maxillary finus. After extracting all the great
molares of that fide, they perforated the alveolar
procefs; inftead of pus they difcovered a fungus tu-
mour, which they tried to extra&t, but were pre-
vented by a confiderable hemorrhage, which was
checlied by the application of lint dipt in colo-
phony. ' The opening that had been made accele-
rated the growth of the fungus, which foon extended
into the mouth, where it met with no refiftance.

Six days after this firft attempt, they applied the
a&ual) cautery to the fungus, which checked its
growth in a certain degree, but not entirely : it con-
tinued to increafe, and, on the twenty-fecond day

after its application, its fize was fufficiently large

to fill up a confiderable part of the mouth and
the whole of the right noftril. = It was conceived
that an attempt to extract that part that was in
the nofe would be attended with more fuccefs.
The ligature was made with wire, which they

 tightened by twifting it repeatedly with a pair of for-

ceps: thefe twiftings were attended with fuch into-
lerable pain, that the patience of the patient was. en-
tirely exhaufted; he, therefore, declined any farther

I : affiftance,
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aliftance, and applied to the Hotel Dieu, where he
was admitted on the 12th of December, 1789. 3

At this period, he could not open. his mouth but

with difficulty, the globe of the right eye projected
and vifion was xmpcrfCu, tears ran conftantly down
his cheel, the noftril was dry, and the cheek, as
well as the malar tuberofity, was confiderably ele-
vated. .

“With refpe& to the fungus, it deprefled the vault
of the palate and the alveolar arch, and occupied fuch
a confiderable portion of the mouth and pofterior
noftrils, that deglutition and refpiration were confi-
derably injured. ‘The ligature that had been pafled
in the nofe ftill remained, and produced exquifite
pain every time 1t was touched.

The event of any new operation, under all thefe
unfavourable circumftances, was extremely uncertain ;
but, from his earneft folicitations, and the courage
he evinced under his fufferings; the furgeon was ia-
duced to attempt his relief. =~ He was feated in a
fchair, and, whillt an affiftant kept his mouth open
by means of a key, the furgeon made, on the infide
of the tumour, a femi-lunar incifion from behind for- -
ward, extending from the velum pendulum palati to
the anterior part of the palatine vault. A fecond in-
cifion, of the fame extent, was then made on the
external fide of the tumour, between the buccinator -
muicle and the alveolar arch; then, laying hold of the
tumour with the fore-finger and thumb, he took it
away, diffecting, at the fame time, from behind for-
wards, and from within outwards.

' ‘The
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The hemotrhage was confiderable, as was expected ;
it was attempted to be checked by the application
of lint, which, being foon found inadequate to the
intention, was withdrawn, and the aftual cautery,
heated to a white heat, applied in its ftead.

The application of the cautery was frequently re-
peated, not only with the view of checking the he-
morrhage, butalfo of deftroying the fungus. The ca-
vity, that was left after its extrpation, was filled with
lint {prinkled with colophony; the jaws were- clofed,
and retained in this fitwation by means of a fling ban-
dage. - To prevent, as much as poffible; the fwell-

.- ing and inflammation confequent to the application

el

of the cautery, a poultice was applied over the whole
cheek. The patient fuffered little in the courfe of
the day; but, towards evening, he had a flight at-
tack of fever, which increafed during the night.

The next day, there was fome fwelling, with con-
fiderable heat. 'The third day, fome of the doffils
were withdrawn, and replaced with foft lint; the
fwelling was a little increafed, but the heat and thirft
were lefs. ~ On the fourth, the outfide lint was re-
moved ; but, for fear the hemorrhage fhould be re-
newed, that on the infide, which flill adhered, was"
not meddled with. . On the fifth, the feverith difpofi-
tion “of the patient entirely ceafed.”

On the fixth, the fwelling was a little decreafed,
there was no fever, his ftrength was fupported: by
rice creams, which he fwallowed with difficulty.

On the feventh; the doffils of lint, and the efcars

prodLu:d by the cautery, were detached by the fup-
I2 purative
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purative procefs: this feparation was followed by a
renewal of the hemorrhage, which was ftopped by
doffils of lint dipt in colophony, and retained in their
fituation by clofing the jaws. By the next day, this
lint lofened by fuppuration, and fell off without any
return of the hemorrhage. On the eleventh, the |
fuppuration was lefs, the patient fuffered little, and he |
now ufed a gargle of barley-water and honey of rofes,
On the fifteenth, the tears began to take their natu-
ral courfe, and the eye to regain its former fituation
in the orbit, fuppuration entirely ceafed, and the gar-
garifms were omitted. :
. At this period, Mr. Default, convinced of the in- !
utility of the ligature paffed into the nofe a month
before, was induced to make fome attempts to with-.
draw it; but they were attended with {uch exquifite
pain, that he was obliged to abandon the idea:
from obferving that the patient was eafier when
the ligature was drawn forward, 1t was coneei-
ved that gentle means, lbng continued, * would
produce the fame effett as ‘twifting the wire.  The
extenfion of the ligature was kept up, by fixing it
to the cheek with ad_hcﬁve plafter.  This contnvance,
was attended with fuccefs; for, the wire fell off on
the fourteenth day. :

A portion of fungus appeared on the thirtieth, and,
in fix days, grew to the fize of a pigeon’s egg; the
hot iron was applied, and the efcar fell off in three
days. The fize of the cheek now fenfibly diminithed,
his fufferings were little, and his cure daily advanced &
however, the twenty-fifth day after this fecond appli-

' cation
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cation of the cautery, fome fungi appeared in the
bottom of the finus, towards the inner part of the
orbit. They were deftroyed, like the others, by the
repeated application of the cautery.

On the eighteenth, after this third application, the
~ cheek had regained nearly its natural fize, the tears
paffed freely through the duttus nafalis, and the fighe
was equally perfect on the affected fide. :

On the twenty-ninth, the patient complained of
an uneafy fenfation in the right noftril. On examina-
tion, a deep-feated fungus was difcovered, which

. feemed to originate from the velum pendulum palati.
It was burnt in the {fame manner, with the iron intro-
duced by a canula through the nofe.

This fourth application of the actual cautery was the
laft, the fungi having been deftroyed even to their
roots; and never more appeared. The fides of the
maxillary finus (where thefe luxuriances ‘feemed to
grow) sapproached each other; but, in the place of
this cavity, there was nothing more than a hollow-
nefs, which correfponded to that part of the alveolas
arch. i
" He remained in the Hofpital a month after his

| cure, to fee if new fungl would make their appear-
| ance; and was difcharged, perfeétly well, on the
| 134th day after his admittance.

This foldier fupported the differcnt applications of

. the atual cautery with uncommon courage, and, it is

! but juftice to fay, that his cure may be attribuied as
much to his own fortitude and gued conduct as to

| chirurgical affiftance.

I3 Cale



Cafe of a Schirrus Tumour in the Pylorus.

[By Mr. Brucurere, Surgeon in chief to the Mi-
litary Hofpi;al‘s.] A

R. Dangas, an enfign in a regiment of infantry,

about 5o years of age, and, apparcntly, in
good health, was extremely fubject to eructations and |
borborigmi after his meals; he was frequently dif- |
trefled by colicky fenfations, and a peculiar - uneafi-
nefs in the epigaftric region, which he attributed toa
defect in digeftion. To remove this complaint, he 1

was in the habits of” employing the pil. coch: -

He was employed, ar this time, in the recruiting-
fervice ; and, whilft in garrifon at Nimes, was
attacked with thefe violent colicky pains, and fent
for Mr. Bruguiere on the 24th June, 1774. 44
On examination, Mr. Bruguiere found the Tower |
belly acutely fenfible, the pulfe hard apd fmall, the.
tongue dry, accompanied with ardent thirft, the urine
thin and of a high colour ; and, frem not having had .
an evacuation for many days, he had-had recourfe to |
the purgatives that he ufually took. ' Mr. Brugui‘qrc ‘
bled him, and ordered diluents, oily medicines, 'cmOil.r'ii
lient clyfters, and fomentations, which were perfifted
in till the next day, when the patient appeared more
calm and tranquil: two ounces of manna, and the |
! f@«mﬂ :';;
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fame quantity of oil of fweet almonds, were exhi-
bited. An hour after Mr. Dangas had taken this
portion, he made fruitlefs efforts to break wind
backwards ; and, perfuaded that his health depended
on this circumftance, demanded eagerly fome me-
dicine to produce this effect. A little time afterwards,
feeling a difpofition to go to ftool, he raifed himfelf
to go to the chair, which he had fcarce reached when
he' was attacked with fincope. He was removed to

- his bed, when, in amoment, he was attacked with a cold

fweat over the whole furface of the body, his countenance
changed, and the pulfe became fo weak as fearcely
to be diftinguithed. The ceflation of thefe fymp-
toms, Mr. Bruguiere prognofticated, was a deceitful
calm, and that it was the forerunner only of internal
gangrene and approaching death, ;

As the examination of the body could only ex-
plain the caufe of his fudden decezfe, Mr. Bruguiere,
in the prefence of fome other furgeons, made an.
opening into the abdomen. On the firft incifion,

a vaft quantity of air was extricated, accompanied

with fome explofion, and followed with a difcharge
of purulent matter, mixed with oil and other liquids
which the patient had fwallowed: this induced the
affiftants to fufpe@ that the ftomach or inteftines
had been unintentionally wounded. ~ The omentum
was found, in different parts, in a ftate of fup_purat'ion.
The inteftines, fmall as well as large, were inflamed,
and, in part, gangrenous, and their external coat
detached by fuppuration.

‘ I 4 The



G e ),

The mefentery and fpleen prefented the fame dif-
eafed appearances ; but what excited particular no-
tice was a Ichirrus tumour in the pylorus, of the

fize of a pigeon’s egg, with an ulcer in the centre,

%hlch had ulcerated thrOLUh the whole depth of the

tamour : confequently, all the. liquids, which were

received .into the flomach. were diffufied between the

peritoneum and inteftines.  ‘This circumftance per-
fetly explained the caufe of the patent’s death, and
the iffue of the air, &c. on opening the abdomen.

The Difeafes of the urinary.Organs continued.

E have defined, page 55, retention of urine, -

¢ a complaint ‘occafioned by the urine being
< obftruéted in fome of the excretory paffages.” This
definition naturaily leads to a farther fubdivifion, and
induces us to divide this difeafe of retention into 2s
many {pecics as there as are excretory paffages, which
are four in number. This retention may take place,
firft, in the wreters, or infundibuia fecondly, in
the bladder:  thirdly, in the urcthra :  and, fourthly,
under the prepuce. ‘
In this ‘divifion, the immediate feat of the obftruc-
tion is only confidered, and not where it is diffufed ;
: for,
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for, we find this diffufion takes place in many cavities
at the fame time: for example, an obftruttion in the
urethra of long ftanding communicates itfelf to the
bladder, thence to the ureters, and progrcﬁively'
_ affe@s the fubftance of the kidneys themfelves. We
fhall be careful in treating of each fpecies of reten-
tion, to diftinguith that which originally takes place
in any particular cavity from its confequent effects.

Retention of Urine in the Ureters.

Under the denomination of retention of urine in the
ureters, are alfo comprehended thofe retentions that
take place in the pelvis of the kidney and in the in-
fundibulum. This difeafe has been defcribed, by the
~ greateft part of ancient as well as modern authors,
under the name of ifchuria of the ureters: itisa very
frequént difeafe, and moft authors, who have treated
on the fubje&t, have adduced cafes; and, in diffetion,
. we have met with a variety of inftances; both fexes,
.and all ages, are liable to its attack: but women,
however, are more fubject to it than men, and children
than adults. Sometimes it is fingle, and confined
only to one fide ; fometimes double, when both fides
are equally affected. In both cafes, it is either com-
plete or incomplete : complete, when the patient is
unable to evacuate a drop; and incomplete, when
only a few drops efcape.  The quantity of urine
retained is, in a greater or lefs degree, in proportion
to
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to the diftance of the obftruction from the kidneys,
and the degree of diftenfibility of the parts that re-
tain it.

The internal coats of the cavities where the urine
_is retained are aftonithipgly fimulated; at firft, they'
admit of dilatation, and, when the urine can no longer
ovcrcome‘ the refiftance, it regurgitates into thofe
parts where it was originally fecreted, and diftends
them in their turn, and the kidneys are fometimes
enlarged to twice or even three times their natural
fize : the infundibulum has been often knewn to con-
ta2in more than a pint, and, from its fize, refem-
bling the bladder itfelf;* and the ureters have been
found equal in fize to the inteftines,t and even
to the colon itfelf, and forming, in their defcent, a
zigzag courfe with circumvolutions ;  fometimes they
form pouches or partial§ dilatations, feparated from
- each other internally by contraftions of its coat,
forming a fort of valve.| Inall thefe cafes, their
wunics become thick and denfe, and the cellular fub-

* Ruifch, cent. rar,

+ Monro’s Edinburgh Medical Effays.

1 Morgagni, Epift. 42.

§ Ibid. : ;

| This circumftance was obferved in the body of a child that
was opened in the Hotel Dien. The kidneys were in a ftate of
fuppuration, filled with ftones, and the ureters as large as the
thumb, in the middle part of the right ureter there was a contrac-

_ tion of its internal coat, annular in its form, refembling much the

valve of the pylorus : the fuperior part was confiderably dilated.

ftance
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- ftance that furrounds them becomes firm and com-
pact. ;

The caufes of retention of urine, in the ureters,
are very numerous; they may be divided in three
claffes : 1ft, When they are obftruéted by the paffage
of extraneous bodies, fuch as ftones, hydalids, clots
of blood, worms, pus or infpiffated mucus. 2dly, When
their coats are affefted by inflammation or fpafm.
3dly, When the ureters are prefied upon by tumours in
the adjacent parts, which may alter their fituation, or
prevent the influx of wurine. This effett may be
" produced by dropfy, flatus in the inteftines, tumours
in the mefentery and mefocolon, hardened feeces in
the reftum, {chirrus affetions  of that inteftine, of
the uterus, of the ovaria, and of the bladder, inflam-
mation of this vifcus fungi at the mouth of the
nreters, &c. - !

‘Whatever may be the caufe of retention, the ureters
dilate upwards from the part where the obftacle exifts,
even ds high as the kidneys, and the remaining part of
thefe canals are empry and contrated the reft of their
extent ; and, when the ureters are fecondarily affected,
that is fubfequent to the retention of the urine in the
bladder, the valvular mode of com‘municatior_l, which
is at the infertions of the ureters into that vifcus,
is often effaced; and the opening of communication
between thefe two cavities becomes fufficiently large to
admit the finger: it has happened frequently, that the
catheter has been pafled into one of the openings,
thus enlarged. = This *circumftance we fhall have
occafion to recollect; for, it is about the commence-

ment
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ment of the ureters, and near their oblique termina-
tion 'in the bladder, that extraneous fubftances are
generally ftopped : but, ftill, they are not unfre-
quently difcovered at that part of the ureter, where
it forms a curvature to enter the pelvis.

Stones in the kidneys arc one of the moft frequent
caufes of fuppreflion of urine: we muft be cautious
of forming a proportionate idea of the fize of the
ftones, from the confideration of the fize of the
ureters; for, they will often dilate fufficicntly to admit
a ftone the fize of a hazel-nut; but fometimes very
{fmall ftones will form an cbfiruction, and confe-
quently retention. . When they remain for a long
time, they increafe by freth depofitions, and give that
oblong form, which is generally remarked in thofe
extrancous bodics.  Sometimes the urine forms a
{ulcus in one of the fides of the ureter; and fome-
times the ftones, though ever fo large, will producc
only a partial retention.

Hydatides will- fometimes produce this dlteafe'
Morgagni has found a ureter full of thefe veficles.*
Mr. Default has prdlnted a preparation of this nature
to the Academy of Surgery, which he took from
the body of a woman, one of whofc kidneys appear-
ed litcle elfe but an affemblage of hydatides, adhering
to a very flender pedicle. The urcter of the fame
fide contained many of the fize of a raifin-ftone,
which feemed as if they had been detached from the

* De Caufis & Sedibus Morb.

kidney,
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kidney, and, ftopping in the ureters, had intercepted
the courfe of the urine,

We have no cafes to adduce in fupport of the -
opinion, that retention of the urine, in the ureter, is
ever occafioned by pus or infpiffated mucus : this, ag
a, caufe of obftrution, we have only advanced on
the authority of authors, and not from our opinion ;
we alfo entertain our doubts refpeting the {pafmodic
affetion of the ureters, or at leaft it is a quefiion
whether their: powers of contraction and fpafin are
fufficient to obftruét the paffage of urine; for, cer-
tainly, there is no analogy of ftrufture between thefe
tubes and the capillary veffels of the kidneys: we can
conceive that thefe laft, if poflefled of great tone,
might contract fufficiently on themfelves for their
cavities to be effaced ; but, for the fame effe@ to take
place in the urcters, we muft fuppofe they poflefs
nearly the fame irritability as mufcles; and we are
equally difinclined to believe they have this property
as to agree with Hoffman in their motions of fyftole

and diaftole. o
" We alfo are very doubtful that the colon, when
diftended with flatus, can comprefs the urcter with
fufficient force to produce fuppreflion of urine; but
this effect often refuits from large tumours, ficuated in
the cavity of the pelvis: an inflance of which oc-
curred lately, iin a fubje@ brought for anatomical
demonftration. A fchirrus uterus, of the fize of the
fift, was adhering to the pofterior part of the bladder.
The two ‘ureters were dilated to tht fize of the
finger; the infundibulum, of the right fide, was

twice
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twice its natural fize, and the kidneys about oric-
third. :

We rarely know, till after death, that the feat
of retention had exifted in the ureters. We meet
with thefe retentions frequently in, fubjeéts, who,
during their life, never experienced any affection
of their urinary organs: and, certainly, in the living
fubje@®, we have no fenfible proof that the retention
exifts in the ureters. For, however extenfive and
confiderable the dilation may be in the ureters or
infundibulum, yet no external tumour appears, nor
can it be difcovered throucrh the parictes of the
abdomen. »

‘When the retention ex1{’cs only on one fide, the
quantity of wrine evacuated is not diminithed; the
other kidney fecreting double the quantity.  When a
total retention takes plécc, on both fides at once;, it is
confounded with fuppreffion of urine ; which, indeed,
foon follows, attended with the ufual {ymptoms.

It is only then, by commemorative {ymptoras,
joined to thofe of the feat and nature of the pain,
that we are enabled to point out its fituation.  For
example : if a man, after experiencing the fymptoms
attendant on ftones in the kidneys, thould immediately
feel a pungent pain in the courfe of the ureters,
with a fenfe of weight and tenfion, extending from
the part where the ftone is fixed to the legion of
the kidneys, we then have reafon to infer that the
retention is produced by a ftone obftructing the urine
i that canal, :

‘This
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This opinion is rendered flill more probable,
when a patient, having once voided fmall ftones with
the urine, 1s atracked W1th the fame pains, which,
ceafing on a fudden, are fucceeded by fymptoms
that indicate the exiftence of a ftone in the bladder,
We are juftified alfo in {fuppofing that retention is-
occafioned by preffure on the ureters, if the paffage -
of the wurine is fuddenly obftructed, and there exifts
carcinomatous- affetions of the reum or uterus,
~without previous affection of the urinary organs.

Retention of urine in the ureters, . according to
the caufe, is more orlefs dangerous. When it is
retained for a length of time in a dilated ureter, it
becomes acrid and corrupt, produees irritation in that
canal which is propagated to the kidney itfelf, and
brings on fuppuration in that vilcus with its atten-
dant confequences. = Sometimes, when the ureter is
extremely diftended, it gives way, and the urine is
extravafated in the adjoining parts, or diffufed in the
cavity of the abdomen, producing a dropfy of a par-
" ticular defcription. :

But we may confole ourfelvcs, for the obfeurity of
the caufes of retention of urine in the ureters, with
this idea, that, if known, they throw no light on the
cure. - Medicine can afford but little aid; and; from
the. nature of its fituation, no advantage can poffibly
be derive_d from the affiftance of the furgeon ; except
in fome particular cafes, that are, however, ex-
tremely rare. If the retention thould happen to arife
from a quantity of indurated feeces in the rectum,
their extraction would re-eftablith the flow of urine,

or
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or if the obftru&ion arofe from a ftone, fituated at
the infertion of the ureter in the bladder, fimilar to
the cafe related in this Journal, page 36, it might be
eafily extradted by the directions laid down in that
obfervation; and fometimes an opening might be
fuccefsfully made in the lumbar region, in cafes of
urinous depofits, fubfequent to retention, when other-
wife death would be inevitable. But there remains
frcqucntly‘ a fiftulous orifice in the part where the
opening is made, unlefs it gives exit to the extraneous
fubftance that formed the obftruction in the ureter.
In other cafes of retention, the remedies, both ex-
ternal and internal, fhould be adapted to the caufe
and nature of the difeafe.

Vomits, exercife on foot or horfe-back, or any
plan that will produce ‘a general fhock to the fyftem, .
may tend to difengage the ftone from the ureter, and
haften its progrefs into the bladder. But thefe means
can only be had recourfe to when the ftrength of
* the patient will permit. Baths, mucilaginous diuretics,
when the retention is not total, mitigate the pain, and
even favour the paifage of the ftones. An infinite
number of lithontriptic medicines have been recom-
mended, of which we fhall treat, under the article of
calculi in the bladder.

Cufe
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Cafe of a Iraiture of the Olecranon. complicated with
one of the' Radius.

[By ‘Mr. Casauson, - Surgeon 3 la Garenné.]

N the 6th of October, 1789, Mr. Cafaubon

was fent for to a boy of twelve years of age, .
who, in falling, had received a fhock on his left
elbow : he was unable either to extend or bend the
fore-arm completely, which Mr. Cafaubon ateributed to
the ‘confiderable fwelling and ecchymofis that fur-
rounded the joint; but, on farther examination, by
performing the motions of pronation and fupination,
this laft action proved that the radius was fractured
at its fuperior part. 'The ulna appeared to have
efééped injui&f . it was reduced, and retained in the
uftal manner, with this flight deviation, that the
turns of the bandage were carricd beyond the articu-
lation, on account of ‘the fwelling and ecchymofis:,
to remove which, comprefies, moiftened in a refolutive
decoction, were applied. After thefe applications, the
child was eafier; but, as the bandakge had " been
applied beyond the articulation, . it would not admit -
of being fufficiently bent to be worn in a fling: it
was, therefore, placed in a Pcatc of extenfion on a
pillow. ,
Little pam or inconvenience occurred for the titeé
firft days. On the fourth, the bandage appearing a little
3 ﬂack Mr. Cafaubon 'took off the- dreffings, and
K remarked
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temarked an evident proje@ion, about one finger's
width above the condyles of the humerus, which
was occafioned by the proceffus olecranon. M
Cafaubon candidly acknowledges,  that he was rather
at a lofs how to prevent the confequences that would
refult from fuch a {erious accident.” But, agreeable
to the practice recommended by different “authors
on the difeafes of the bones, he preferved it in a
flex poﬁuon Mt. Cafaubon obferves, that, according
to the opinions of the different authors alluded to,
he expected ankilofis would be the inevitable. con-
fequence.  Fortunately the fufferings of the patient
would not admit of that degree of flexion wifhed
for by Mr. Cafaubon.

During the fourth day, the fymptoms were mild,
but extremely aggravated at night. On the next day,
the fwelling of the extremity having increafed, the
dteffings were removed; and, at this time, Mr. Ca-
faubon, refleéting ferioufly on the future fituation
of his patient, recalled to his mind the pra&lce
that Mr. Default recommended, in his lettures, in
fimilar cafes, and the charaéerntic diftin&ions of this
particular {pecies of fracture. Mr. Cafaubon regulated
his conduét accordingly, by extending the arm, whilft
the fame bandage maintained the fractured parts in
their fituation. The next day, he was eafy, and flept
for.about three hours in the courfe of the night. By
the eighth day, the fwelling had nearly fubfided:
and from that to the fifteenth the bandage was kept
moift by the application of the lotion; and, on this

day, the dreflings were removed, when the fiwelling
and
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and ecchymofis were found perfeétly fubfided. By the
twenty-eighth, the bandage was reduced to a few
turns, in the form of a figure of eight, fimilar to
what is ufed in bleeding. On the thirty-fecond day,
all the dreflings were left off, and Mr. Cafaubon
moved the arm frequently every day. The refult of
this treatment was completely fuccefsful; for the
patient, on the forty-third day, in the prefence of
Mr. Cafaubon, executed every motion of the arm
with as much eafe as before the accident.

In this cafe, the patient was near falling a viim
to the erroneous practice recommended by authors:
a2 flight recollettion of Mr. Defaults doftrines
pointed out the path to be followed, to which Mr.
Cafaubon ftrictly adhered.  But ftill he mighe
have erred; and many others were in the fame
error, till the publication of Mr. Default’s Chirur-
gical Journal, for which he merits the thanks of the
public, for the important fervice he has rendered to
the caufe of humanity.

K2 Cafe
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Cafe of a Cz*rcmoﬂwtaus dfﬂ’ﬂzm of the Eye, wztb a
univerfal Cancerous Diath ﬁ: o

7

[By Mi. BovLET, one of the Surgeons of the Hotcl
- Dieu]

N

ICOLAS Richard a wool- carder, 36 years
N of age, applied for admiffion to the Hotel
Dieu, on the 2d of November, 1790, for the ex-
tupatxbn of his eye, the ufe of which he had loft for
twelve years. Two years before his admittance, the
eye became carcinomatous, and was attended with
acute pain, which returned at fhort  intervals. . About
the fame period he had an indolent tumour, that
nearly, filled up the epigaftric region; and was tor-
mented with wandering fuperficial pains, fimilar to
rheumatic affections, which appeared fucceffively in
different parts of the body, butalways of the right
. fide.

. At the time of his admiffion, hls eye projected
more than three-quarters of an inch from, the orbit;
its external furface was uniformly hard, of a blackifh
colour, with furrows in various directions, affording
a confiderable feeted fanies, fometimes fireaked with
blood. Tt was fufficiently infenfible to allow the finger
to be paffed over its furface, without the patient’s
perceiving it, except at the great angle, where the |
conjonétiva was exquifitely fenfible. i

The
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“The fuperior eye-lid  was™ red, fivelled, and ex-
tremely painful. . The tumour in the lower belly
hard, and nearly indolent; it appeared to extend
tranfverfely about 4 or g inches, and its pcrpendicular
height to .be littde lefs.  The patient! at this'time
-complained only of pains in the richt fhoulder,
which, in eight days, were fucceeded by a confide-
rable pain in the right half of the head: at this. period,
the eye was mcmaied in fize, and was afected with
violent thooting pains, which lafted five- days. Thefe.
pains then fubfided for a whole week ; at the end of
which, he was attacked with pains in his hip,* then
in the fhoulder, and finally in the head. ~Ten weeks
tranfpired, during. which e ' Was fubjeét to ithefe
alternate attacks ; and at length the abdominal tumour -
,appeared diminifhed in fize, and his general health
'ev1dent1y improved. © At this'time, he - conflantly
affured Mr. Default that he fele no pain.  Whether
this' affertion was true, or only to induce Mr. Default
to expedite the operation, which he ardently ‘withed

for, is impoffible to fay.

At the ‘end of three months, the tumour in thc
abdomen’ was diminithed half in fize, and would bear
confiderable preflure without pain.  The ftate of the
eye was nearly the fame, except that the fuppuration
was thicker and lefs in quantity. © On the 106th day,
his health was improved ; he flept well, and his appe-
tite returned : he procured by ftealth, in the evening,
fome 'indigeftible food. He had no complaint in the
evening, nor in the morning, at the ufual time he was
vxﬁted but, about ten o’clock, he felt himfelf very

K3 uncomfortable,

/
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uncomfortable, and could eat no dinner: he was foon
after attacked with a fyncope, which was only mo-
mentary : he walked in the ward in the afternoon,
but a new fainting-fit coming on, he was put imme-
diately to bed. ©On the evening vifit, he complained
of a violent pain in his head, the pulfe was {mall and
intermittent, and in the night he was attacked with
vomitings, and expired a little before morning, on
the rojth day, after his admiffion on the 16thof
February, 1791.

-Appearakces on Dg'_jéﬂz’an,

TrE tumour of the eye was immediately exami-
ned, which was an enlargement of the globe, and fo
completely diforganifed, that it appeared a fhapelefs
infenfate mafs, of a blackifh colour, and of the con-
fiftence of liver.

On the opening of the abdomen, we found the
liver of an extraordinary fize; it puthed the dia-
phragm upwards, and defcended confiderably below
the ribs. The left fide occupied all the anterior
part of the epigaftric region, and part of the lefi
hypocondrium ; its furface was rendered rough- by
tubercles of different colours, moft of them blackifh,
but {ome verging towards yellow ; and all including
a fubftance, f{imilar to that generally difcovered in
cancerous affections of the breaft : the internal fur-
face of the lobe was covered with fimilar tubercles.

There
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There were alfo tubercles, thqugh. in lefs quantity, on
the furface, and in the fubftance of the great lobe
of the liver, a part of whofe convex furface adhered
to the peritoneum. The lobulus fpigeli was little
increafed in fize, but appeared wholly compofed of
this fpecies of tubercle.  The litde omentum was
changed into a fimilar mafs: it was nine inches in
length, fix - in thicknefs, and on its internal furfacé
there were fome gangrenous points: the great omen- |
tum was alfo covered with thefe tubercles, many of ‘
them two inches in diameter; they were alfo dif-
covered along the arch of the colon and the great
curvature of the ftomach. « The mefentery  was
covered ; and fo many were attached to the intel-
tines, that they appeared to take place of the appendices
epiploicz. A tumour of the fame nature, and three
inchés in diameter, was atrached even to the body of
the bladder, and was elevated above the pub_is. An-
other of the fame fize was found on the bddy of that
vifeds, and both covered by the peritoneum. A great
quantity: of fimilar tumours, but fmaller, were dift
covered at the inferior part of the reCtum, and
occupied  nearly a fourth part of the _cavity of the
pelvis. ; ; :

The right kidney, though twice its. natural fize,
was healthy in its appearance. On the left fide,
there was neither kidney, renal, artery, ureter, or
any trace that thefe parts had ever exifted, except the .
glandula renalis, which -adhered to the left extremity
of the pancreas, e '
K 4 . On
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-reduced, or, at leaft, that it was not properly retained
in its fitation : after two days, finding his pains.
not diminithed, he came to Paris. The frattured
portions of -the bone were fo lmpleC&l}f maintained
i their fituation, that,: during his walk, he was
obliged to fupport them with his right hand to pre-
vent their being bruifed or difplaced; and when, from
fatigue, " he could no longer keep up. thi§ prefiure,
the pain: became infupportable. When arrived at his
mafter’s houfe, he went to-bed; and paffed the night
without fleep.  The 18th-of January, he came to the
Hotel Dieu, where the fraGure was difcovered by the
following figns: the head was inclined toward the
ﬁa&mcd fide, #the fhoulder drawn downwards by the
weight of the humerus, and forwards by the ations
of  the peftoral mufcles and-the ferratus major anticus.
"The fragments of the bone rode over each other, the
fternal . p'ortion was carried forwards and upwards,
and the humeral portion backwards and downwards.
By, ¢kevating the arm, the CI‘CpltUS was diftinctly felt ;-
and, ' by moving the fractured portions. in: different
dlrcéhons, the - fplintered . portions of the fcapular
portion of the cavicle were eafily diftinguifhed: by
their particular mobility, - i
. Mr. Default, convinced from experience that the
methods he employs for the retention of this fraGure
were adequate to-its reduétion, defired thespatient to
ftand; while an affiftant elevated the arm fufficiently
to: bring it perpendicular to the axis: of the body ;
then applied to the fide of the breaft a pad, made of
old linen, as long as the humerus; in the form of a
: wedge,
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wedge, the width of which was from 4 to § inches;
and the bafe, which was 3 inches thick, was placed
in the axilla, and retained in that fituation by means
of a bandage 5 or 6 ells in length, and 3 fingers
breadth : one end was applied to the middle of the
pad, and confined in that fiuation by two cir-
cular turns round the body, then pafled before
the breaft above the right fhoulder, then behind, .
and afterwards under; the roller was then brought
horizontally before the breaft on the pad, then
obliquely upwards behind the breaft, on the right
fhoulder, ‘juft forwards, and then under; then it was
carried horizontally behind the breaft on the pad,
and continued in the fame way till the ‘whole bandage
was expended.

The furgeon fupported the pad in the axilla
with one hand, and, with the other, elevated the
elbow, fo as to bring the {capular fragment of the
clavicle in contat with the fternal portion, prefling
the pad againft the breaft; making with the arm,
by this method, a lever of the firft fpecies, by
which means the arm was brought from the trunk,
and the clavicle kept in a ftate of extenfion.

An affiftant was defired to retain the arm in this
fituation with one hand, and, with the other, to
fupport the fore-arm, ~bent in a horizontal pofition;
the palm of 'the hand applied to the anterior part of
the breaft. By this plan of treatment, the bones
were brought in their natural fituation, and in fuch
an exa&t flate of appofition, that no 1rrcgulanty or
deformity remained.

Thc
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The arm was retained in this pofition by a ban-
dage of 6 or 7 ells in length and 4 fingers in breadth
the end was applied before the right axilla, and
brought horizontally before the breaft, on the fuperior
part of the arm, behind the breaft, and under the
axilla: this’ frft turn ‘of the bandage was farther -
fecured, by being' twice paffed in the fame manners
the turns were then refle@ed over each other, and
A expanded on the breaft and the reft of the arm’; and,
as it approached near the elbow, the bandage wis
drawn tighter, and paffed in circular turns round the
fore-arm, and pinned to that part,

The corners of the pad were pinned to the
upper part of the bandage, and the hand received an
additional fupport by the middle of a comprefs, the
ends of which were pinned to the anterior part of the
bandage ; the vacuities above and below the cavicle,
~were filled with lint; and the fraftured portions
covered with comprefles, dipt in aq. veg. which were
doabled, and feven or eight inches in length, and
three wide.

Under the right axilla, the end of a bandage, feven
or eight ells in length, and three fingers wide, was
applied, and pafied obliquely above the breaft, on the
comprefles which covered the clavicle, behind the
fhoulder and the arm, under the elbow, (which the
affiftant ftill continued to fupport,) then obliquely
upwards before the breaft, and under the right axilla.
Over the firft turn of the bandage it was paffed three
times precifely in the fame way, and the remainder
of the bandage, brought from behind forwards under

the
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the right axilla; was expended in circular turns, paffed
~ from the right to the left on the arm, and round the
breaft, to: fix' the firfk part of  the bandage, and te
carry back the arm  that correfponded with the
fratured clavicle :  particular attention was paid ‘to
prevent the bandage -getting loofe, by feeuring it in
different parts by means of pins, = = - ;
The patient was {o perfectly eafy the next day,
~ that no particular regimen was deemed neceffary.
The third day, the: bandage becoming loofe, it was
re-applied exactly as before. .~ On the 18th’ day,
the fracture was firmly united ; but, as there had been
iplinters, it was thought prudent not to leave off the
dreflings immediately.” On the 21ft, they were totally
omitted, and, on the 3oth, the patient left the hofpital
perfectly well, without the leaft deformity, and with
the ufe of his arm as perfect as before the accident.

CA'SE IL

ARGARET Perain, - of Paris, aged 28, was -

, thrown down by a horfe on the 28th of April,
1789. She pitched on her right fhoulder on a part
~ of the pavement that was higher than the reft, and
ﬁ'a&u;ed, the clavicle at both its curvatures. The
fame ‘bandage, &c. was employed as in the Jaft-
: mentioned
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CLA 'S ES VY

NETER Louis Grule, of Paris, received a kick

fom a horfe on the right fhoulder, which
knocked him down. Notwithftanding the pain and
inconvenience that he fuffered, he continued his
ordinary occupation, nor did he apply to the Hotel
Dieu till 5 days after the accident, which was on the
2d of December, 1789. Though the fwelling was
confiderable, the fracture was eafily reduced, and, by
attending to the fame plan of treatment, was cured
without deformity in 21 days.

CASE V.

ARY Jeanilont was thrown down, by a car-

riage, in the ftreet; and applied to the
Hotel Dieu for a frafture of the right clavicle,
accompanied with contufion about the middle of
that bone.  She was treated after the fame manner
as the patients in the preceding cafes; and was
difmiffed, on the 24th day after the accident, without
a fingle trace of the fratture,

CASE
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CVA-S B VI

¥ N the fame manner Francis Beauval Wa's‘treate&;

: who, at 60 years of age, had the humeral portion
of his left clavicle frattured, from a fhock helreceived
on the fhoulder. The fternal portion projected for-
wards, and the acromion was carried backwards and
downwards ; the fracture was reduced and retained as
ufual: but, on the o4th day, the patient deranged
the dreffings, and difplaced the fragments, which
were not yet perfectly united. He was cured, how-
ever, without any deformity, and difcharged the
hofpital on the 48th day.

€A SAE VI

I VHE 12th of June, 1789, Mary Anne Aubry,
of Paiis, aged 59, fell down ftairs, and frac-

tured the middle part, of her clavicle. She came
the next day to the Hotel Dieu, and, on examination,
the bones were found to ride over each other above
two inches; and, befides this accident, fhe had a con-
fiderable wound on the head, accompanied with vio-
: lent
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fent contufion, which was followed with formation of
matter. Although this frafture was properly retained
and' reduced, yet the fragments admitted of motion®

on the 48th day, nor were they pufe&ly umced
tll the 56th

CUA- Sul VAT

OHN -Beaudelot, aged 41, fractured his. clavicle,

‘near the feapular extremity, in falling from a
ladder on his fhoulder: he came to the Hortel Dieu
on, the 20th of O&ober, 1789, three days after the
accident. ‘This patient was impatient and untractable,
and frequently difplaced the dreffings ; which did not, -
however, prevent the union of the fracture, of which ]

no trace was left on the twenty-fifth day after its
reduction.

CoA S E X,

HE cafe of Frances Ayard, of Rouen, aged 58,
who had been thrown down in a crowd on the
24th of May, 1790, was fomewhat different.  Her
clavicle was fractured, and confiderably fplintered 5 the |
reduction and union were completed, however, without
difficulty ;
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CIAS B SNl

woman, 77 years of age, fratured her lefe
A_ clavicle about the middle, in attempting to
carry a burthen of wood on her fhoulder. The
pain difappeared the inftant it was reduced, the
dreffings were not . difplaced, and the fracture was
confolidated on the 12th day.

€A SUE - XIT.

OHN Teffier, 60 years of age, received a blow

with a ftick ‘on the left fhoulder, on the 19th of
January, 1489. The refult was a fralture of the
clavicle, the fame as the preceding: it was perfectly
united by the 34th day.

€ A S ECXIIL
*NENEVIEVE Audinet, 70 years of age, was
thrown down by a horfe, and fractured her
right clavicle. 'The drefiings were not difplaced;
and, ‘on the 28th day, the frature was perfectly
firm and united. 5

CASE
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CRSE-XIV, " 5% =

MARY Leclerc, the fame age as the preceding,
frattured her left clavicle about the middle,
in falling down ftairs: She was admitted into the -
Hotel Dicu on the 24th of Auguft, 1788, two days
after the accident. In 25 days fhe was difcharged
perfectly cured. '

C.ASE. XV,

ARY Nivet, of Paris, 75 years of age, frac-
tured her clavicle on the 29th of July, 1788.
Dunng the treatment of her cafe, fhe was frcquendy
attacked with affeétions of the prima viz, colics, &e.
occafioned moft probably by a large umbilical hernia,
which fhe had for a confiderable time, and was at
this period irreducible. Thefe circumitances, together
with her advanced age, were no impediment to the
pexfect reunion of the fracture, which teok place on
the 22d day. : ’

L2 Obfervations
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Obfervations an Fraftures of the Clavice.

HE fraéture of the clavicle occurs mose

frequently, and is more obvieus; than any
other fpecies of fratture; and yet, by a fingular
fatality, its treatment is lefs underftood. Since the
time of Hippocrates, to the prefent day, authors
have done little’ more than copy one another on
this fubjeét.

The attention of the Greek phyficians was dlre&ed
to the projection generally formed by the fternal frag-
ment, which they cunceived fhould always be de-
prefled to the level of the humeral portion; and
they - endeavoured to accomplifh 'this -objet- by

mechanical means; fuch as the application of lead,
or thick compreffes, retained on the clavicle by means
of bandages.  Such was the method employed, ull
the infufficiency and bad tendency of this practice
was pointed out by Hippocrates; who, being more
accurate and attentive in his obfervations than his
predeceflors, remarked that the proje@ing portion
of the fternal portion was in fa&t not more elevated,
but that this appearance arofe from the  humeral
portion being deprefled, in confequence of being
drawn down with- the fhoulder;, and that confequently
our endeavours thould be directed to raife this portion
on a level with the other. Such are the principles
on which his do¢trines and practice were founded; he

recommends
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‘tecommends the arm to be brought to the fide,
and the fhoulder to be elevated, fo as to form an
acute angle, and to be maintained in that fituation
by a proper bandage. This plan, according to our au~
thor, will tend to bring the ends of the bone in a ftate
of appofition, and procure their reunion®, at leaft it
will effect’ this when the humeral portion is deprefled
below the fternal, which is generally the cafe. But
this method will not always completely fucceed; for
inftance, when the benes ride over each other, or
when the {capular portion is forced backwards. In
thefe cafes, Hippocrates recommends the patient to
be laid on a hard body, (a plank, for inftance,) and
his fhoulders to be drawn backwards with fome
degree of force, and maintained in this fituation by
a fort of fpica bandage. If the fcapular fragment
thould project forward, he recommends the elbow to
be brought forward on the breaft, and the palm of
the hand to be applied againft the oppofite thoulder.
And,. with refpe& to the cafe, which very rarely
occurs, of the fcapular portion projecting  above
the fternal, he fays nothing, as the weight of the
fhoulder is alone fufficient to bring it to its former
{ituation.

What Paulus ZEginetus fays on fractures of the
clavicle feems to be a commentary on the text of

* Quod fi quis brachium, quim maximé ad latus addnGum
furfum propellat, fic ut quam zcutiffimus humerus appareat, €0
smodo plané continget, ut cum offe guod peftore adharet, unde
eft avulfa adaptetur. :

L 3. ~ Hippocrates 3
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Hippoerates; he makes his extenfion by carrying
the arm upwards and outwards. In certain cafes,
he places a comprefs between the fhoulders, whilk

an affiftant draws them backwards, and then applies-

the fpica bandage ; he alfo mentions, that the arm
fhould not be fupported, but left hanging-to the
fide, when the humeral portion is more elevated
- than the fternal; in a word, his ideas and prauucc are
precifely the fame; the only circumftance in which
he varies is the recommending a ball to be placed
. in the axilla, to make a more forcible extenfion,

when the means recommended by Hlppocrates are.

inadequate to the reduction, - ;
Albucafis, the author, who revived furgery among
‘the Arabians, borrowed of Paulus Aginetus the idea

of placing a ball in the axilla, and the ufe of the

figure-of-8 bandage : he kept the fhoulder conftantly
elevated, and fupported the arm in a fling during the
day, which he fixed, in the day, to the neck of the
patient, and fupported 1t, at night, by placmg a
pillow under the axilla.*

Lanfranc and Gui de Chaubac have only tran-

feribed what has been faid by the above-mentioned
authors: the laft, inftead of laying the patient on’a

3¢

thick pillow, attempts the redu@ion, by applying the

‘knee between the fhoulders of the patient; (agree-
able to moft modern practitioners, who have imitated

this, practice ;) and, if the deprefied porfion was not

# Pono fub titillico. dormientis in nofte pulvinar parvum, ut
elevetur cum eo brachium aut liga brachium ad collam ejus.

by
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by this means fufficiently elevated, he recommended
the application of an agglutinative f)lafter to produce
this effeét, a doétrine {o abfurd that we are aftonithed
to find it mentioned by fome modern authors. i
Pecceti has gone farther than preceding writers,
whofe works he has attentively confidered, and from
whom he has frequently tranfcribed; for, he re-
- commends the ball to be left in the axilla during
the whole treatment, but ftill (u‘fes the figure-of-§
bandage. :
Subfequent writers have only commentéed on thofc
authors we have recited; but, ‘as the greateft part
avere not practitioners, they have omitted the ex-
planation of one part. of their doérine, the mioft
~eflential of all, |
The ball, which, with Paulus ZEginetus, Avicennus,
and Albucafis, was the principal means of reduction,
has been viewed only by the moderns as merely
a means to fill up the axilla, to prevent the parts
being excoriated from the application of the bandage :
but this is not the only error in which they have fallen,
the frafure of the clavicle was invariably followed
with ‘more or lefs deformity, a remark generally
smade : but moft furgeons, miflead by a falfe theory
refpeéting the union of fractures, conceived it was
_impoffible to furround the clavicle by a bandage that
would prevent the irregular fhooting of the collus.
Some, however,.obferved that the bandage of the
ancients, then in ufe, did not prevent the motion of

the frattured portions; but the means that they fub-
L 4 ftituted,



fuituted, adéptcd, and on the fame principles, were
not found to anfwer the intention. .

“The iron crofs of Heifter and of the author of
La Chirurgie ccmplette, the' comprefs by which
Mr. Petit kept the fhoulders backwards, and other
contrivances, are only different modifications of the
figure-of-8 bandage: the inconveniences and infuf-
ficiences of which are demonftrated by every modern
author ; and, indeed, it 1s unneceliary to reafon on
the fubject, as we find, from experience, it is abfo-
lutely inadequate to produce the effect we with; and,
indeed, in the opinion of all furgeons, no bandage
has been yet contived to retain the fractured parts
fufficiently to prevent deformity and pain.

Mr. Default, firmly perfuaded thatr a conftant ftate
of extenfion was abfolutely neceffary to keep the
parts in a ftate of immobility and procure their re-
union, invented, in 1768, a bandage that completely
anfwered this indication; which, as defcribed in
Cafe I. fome perfons have conceived that it is to be
found in Paulus Aginetus. This author certainly ac-
complithed the reduction when it was  difficult, by
bringing the elbow on the breaft, and {eparating, at
the fame time, the fuperior part of the arm, by means
of a thicl ball placed in the axilla; but, from his own
account, we learn, that he did not keep up this means
of extenfion during the whole treatment. He, indeed,
adds, in a few lines, that, after the reducion of the-
fradture, being covered with thick comprefles, a ball
of wool fhould be placed in the axilla, and the ban- -

dage
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dage thould pafs, under both axille, on the fraftured
clavicle, {ecapula, &ec.

After'* the application of this bandaore, 1t is evi-
dent that placing a ball of wool in the axilla was
merely to furnith a point of ‘fupport to the bandage,
which, without this precaution, would have paffed
only over thofe parts where the mufcles project; and,
what farther confirms this idea is that the author em-
ploys no method to keep the arm clofe to the trunk,
but refts fatisfied with fufpending it to the neck by
the means of a leather ftrap, and fupporting the fore
arm in a {ling in the fame way as after bleeding.
Pecceti recommends the ball that was ufed in the re-
duction to be kept in the axilla, but ftill we do not
fee his dire¢t indication, as he employs, like his pre-
deceffors, the bandage of the figure of eight, and
fays nothing of the manner of retaining the ball, nor
of the neceflity of keeping the arm clofe to the
trunk.

Mr. Default’s bandage is fimple although it may re-
quire fome attention in the application: ‘its mode of
aéting is obvious. — The cuthion, or comprefs, which
aéts as a fupport to the internal furface of the arm, is
thaped in fuch a manner, that, at the time the elbow
is brought clofe to the breaft, the fuperior part of the
arm is feparated fome diftance from the body. — The

* Quod fi ampliore opus fuerit extenfione globum fatis magnum
alz fubjicito, et cubite flexuram ad coftam, quz ad ipfum eft adducito,
et congruo ex lana globo alz fubjefto propinquz (clavicule fatz)
convenientem inducimus delegationem per alas, et aftectam clavicu-
lam et fcapulam [prout convenit deligationes ducentes. — De Re
Med. Lib. vi. cap. xciii,

arm,
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arm, carried outwards, drags the fhoulder at the fame
time, and with it the fcapular portion of  the frac-
tured clavicle, ‘which would have been carried inwards
<by the peétoral mufcles; the feratus majoranticus, and
the {ub clavius, if their aclion had not been oppofed
by the thicknefs of the fuperior part of the cufhion,
The circular turns of the bandage, which fix the arm -
agam{’c the breaft, have the double advantage of keep-
ing up the extenfion* and preventing at the fame time
the motions of the arm and fhoulder, and, confequent-
ly, retaining the portions of the frattured bene in a
conftant ftate of appofition, The elevation of the arm
tends to place the humeral portlon of the clavicle ona
level with the fternal; and the turns of the bandage,
paﬁino at one part under the elbow and fore arm, and
at another part on the fragment that is moft elevated,
which it deprefles, and raifes the other, bringing thefr
furfaces oppofed to each other, This bandage ferves ta
confine the actions of the trapezius and fterno-mafto-
id€u§, which are attached to this bone. With refpect
to the ordinary time for the confolidation of the frac-
ture, Hippocrates fixes it from fourteen to twenty
days ; “Albucafis, from twenty to twenty-four or twen-
ty-eight ; and this calculation agrees nearly with the
refult of our own obfervations,

# There is no reafon to a_pprehend any ill confequences will a-
+ rife from the compreflion of the brachial veffels and nerves, as they

" pafs anterior to that part of the humerus that is fupported by the
‘pad.

e
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Cafe of Retention of Uring, produced by Obfrutions i
: “the Urethra. ;

. [By Mr, Cagnion, Surgeon to the Hétel Dicu.]

NICOLAS Haubet, 52 years of age, went to
the Hotel Dieu, at Paris, on the 18th of June,

1790, to confult the furgeon in chief for a complete
‘ fuppreflion of urine. In being queftioned refpecting
the origin of this complaint, he mentioned, that he
had a gonorrhea 12 years before, that he had taken
mercurial pills, but was not perfeitly cured, and
{ubje&, afterwards, to habitual fmartings,' _which,
~were fucceeded by real pain, and, at length, a difpo-
ficion to contraction took place in the urethra, and, in -
proportion as this increafed, the ftream of urine di-
‘minifhed. His complaint brought on dyfuria, and, at
intepvals, fuppreffion of urine. After examining the
patient in the theatre, Mr. Default, perceiving a urina~
fy tumor in perinzo, had no doubt of the exiftence of
obfru&ions in the urethra, To afcertain this with
certainty, he introduced a middle-fized filver catheter:
“the inftrument was tightly embraced by the urethra
about its orifice, and a firicture was felt about one inch
from the meatus urinarius. By a flight degree of force,
the inftrument was paffed on as far as the membranous
part of the urethra, which correfponded to the tumout
in perinzo. At this part new ftriGures were difcov¢rcd,
which afforded the greateft refiftance, ;
; As
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As the patient intended to remain in the Hotel Dieu,
Mr. Default thought proper to defer any farther at-
tempts till he was put to bed, which was immediately
done : and, after pafling the catheter, though it did
not penetrate into the bladder, he voided a confidera-
ble quantity of urine. In the next attempt, Mr,
Default introduced a catheter with a {mall curvature,
fuch as is ufed for children, as far as the ftricture,
which could not be pafied by the other inftrument.
When the catheter arrived at this part, Mr. Default
turned it gently on its axis, pufhing it at the fame time
againft the refifting part; by this aion, forming a
fort of boring motion, Mr. Default fucceeded in the
introduction of the catheter in the bladder. As foon as
the urine was evactated, the orifice of the infirument
was ftopped up by a.cork, and two fmall tapes were
pafled through the rings at the fides of the catheter,
and pafied behind the buttocks, then brought forward
to the fides of the pelvis, where they were fixed to a
circular bandage that was paffed round the body.” A
light diet, with linfeed tea, was ordered. He pafied the
next night more quiet than ufual, the urine flowed
frecly through the catheter, the cork of which was
withdrawn whenever he was difpofed to make water.
The bladder now evacuated itfelf extremely well,
which was not the cafe previous to the introduétion of
the inftrument. The next day he was as well as the e~
vening before ; the tumour in the perineum had ‘dimi-
nifhed one half. Particular care was taken to fix the
catheter properly without depreffing it too much, which
would have produced irritation in that part of the ure-

thra
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t'hra that correfponded to the anterior part of the fero-

‘tum: by this attention, the inconveniences refulting
from thefe kind of catheters are avoided; for, when

left long in one fituation, they irritate the urethra by

their preffure, and {fometimes produce fiftulous abfcef-

fes. — In the night he was attacked with fome pain

and fhivering, which interrupted his reft.  As this cir-

~ cumftance might be attributed to the preflure of the
catheter, which was now loofe in the urethra, it was

withdrawn and replaced by one made of the elaftic gum,

with a fmall orifice, furnithed with a fteel probe, and

bent in the ufual manner. Previous to its being pafl-

ed, Mr. Default, agreeable to his ufual prattice,
{meared it with fuet, to defend it loncrcr from the ac-

tion of the urine; the eyes, or litcle holes, at the

end of thé catheter, were filled with the fame {ub-

ftance; by this means, the furface of that part was

rendered lefs rough, and thefe orifices prevented from

being filled with pus or mucus during its introduction,

which would have obftructed the urine: the catheter

‘was fixed by fome threads twifted together in the form
of a ligature, and fecured by knots to its middle, about

two lines from the glans ; the ligature was then carried

above the corona glandis and fecured by a fingle knot,

and the ends afterwards pafied down by the fides of

the glands to the freenum, and there fixed by a fimple

knot, afterwards reflected under the penis, and fecured

by a third knot to the extremity of the bougie. After

its introduction the patient was perfectly calm, and,

on the fifth day, the tumour of the perineeum had

nearly fubfided, a little hardnefs only remaining : the

urine
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hrihé flowed freciy‘ through the cathetet, which wag
now more loofe in the urethra, in confequenee of the
abundant {uppuration excited by its prefence.  On the

" 6th, it was replaced by a bougi¢ of the fame kind,

but larger; on the {eventh day, the hardnefs of the
perineum  had nearly fubfided; and “an abundant
‘quantity of puriform matter was difcharged ﬁom the
urethra.

On the 8th, fuppuration was perfeitly eftablithed ;
and, between the 8th and the 11th, the difcharge from
the urethra was abundant and of a good quality,
and the ftrictures in the paffage obvioufly refolying i
this was proved by the re-introduction of the found;
which had been withdrawn to be cleaned.

On the 11th, there was a flight degtee of fever
with a furred tongue, By the ufe of a light dict with
whey, and a few clyfters,” the patient recovered in
four days. et

‘The fuppuration in the urethra continued nearL/ thc
fame, till the 23d day.

It is neceffary to withdraw the catheter every 6 days,
to clean it; for, there is reafon to apprehend its cavity
would be obftructed by glairy matters, furnifhed by
the internal coat of the bladder, or that incruftations
would form both inwards and outwards, which would
neceffarily occafion the moft' 5i{‘crcﬁ"ing pain in with-
drawing the inftrument, Every two days the ligatures
fhould be re-applied, and with fome little variation
with refpeét to their fituation, to avoid excoriation,
&c, which would be occafioned by their con{’cantly

_ preffing on one place. ;
From

.
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‘From the 23d to the 2gth, his diet was enlarged, and
the catheter became every day more and more loofe.
On the laft-mentioned day,” a confiderable loofenefs
came on, which was checked by deco&tion of rice, with
the fyrup of quinces. ~The fuppuration having ceafed
and the hardnefs fubfided, the cure was fuppofed to be
complete on the 33d day, confequemly the catheter
was withdrawn, to fee if the urine fowed in a full
ftream. It paffed freely, but fiill, as fome fmarting
yet remained, it was introduced again, and worn for
feven days.  This was the forty-fecond day from his

admiffion igto the Hofpital, and, at this period, the
urethra was perfectly free from obftrution, and the
fiream of urine as large ‘as in the natural ftate,

[

Of Retention of Urine in the Bladder.

ETENTION of urine in the bladder is occa=

fioned by that vifcus being incapable of expel-
ling its contents: it has been defcribed by the
ancients, as already eobferved, under the generical
name of ifchuria.

Some authors have diftinguithed this difeafe from
dyfuria and ftrangury, which they have confidered
as diftint difeafes, others have confounded thefe affec-
tions and confidered thcm as only retentions of dif-

ferent
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ferent fpecies.  They have called ic dyfuria when
the urine is difcharged with pain and difficulty,
firangury when it comes away drop by drop, and
ifchuria when it does not pafs at all. Thefe diffe-
rent difeafes being only degrees of the fame complaint,
we fhall divide them into two Ipecies, complete and
mcomplete.

The urine is retained in the bladder by its coats,
admitting of diftenfion; 'and, when its mufcular coat
is diftended beyond its tone, it affords litcle refiftance
to dilatation, and fometimes it will be diftended to
a confiderable fize. The bladder of a child 8
months old has been found to contain a pint of urine;
and that of an adult 6 or 7 pints, occupying not
only the cavity of the pelvis, but mounting upwards
in the abdomen even above the umbilicus : fometimes
it paffes acrofs the abdominal rings forming fcrotal
hernia, and fometimes under Poupart’s ligament into
the groin, Thefe cafes certainly are rare, but ,thé}?‘
have occurred, and many inftances may be found in, -
the memoirs of the academy of furgery. In general
cafes of fuppreffion of urine, the bladder preferves
nearly its natural form; when diftended, the different
parts do not dilate in the fame proportion ; its inferior
part ftretches more than the fuperior, it becomes
wider and deeper, prefling the peringeum forwards,
and in women the vagina backwards, and in men the
re&tum, forming tumours in thefe parts, partially or
totally comprefling their cav1t1<:s and obftructing the
paffage of the feeces,

The
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The pofterior part of the external tunic of the
bladder is covered with peritoneum, which is re-
flected - backwards and upwards on the inteftines, and
continued on throughout the cavity of the abdomen.
Its upper part, where it rifes above the pubis, glides,
as it may be faid; between the peritoneum (which
it raifes) and the abdominal mufcles. The anterior
and fuperior part, forming a tumour in the hypogaftric
region, comes in contaét with the bare re@i and
tranfverfales mufcles, to which it is artached by flight
cellular fubftance. *

In bladders that have been much difturbed, fafci-
culi, or flefhy columns, have been often found feparated
by cells or pouches, in which calculi have frequently
been found. ‘ Y ,

When the bladder has been diftended by urine as
much as it will admit, and the refiftance of the ure-
thra not overcome, it ftops in the ureters; which, in
their turn, admit of dilation, The valvular opening
of coOmmunication between the urethra and bladder
difappears, and is fometimes near an inch in diameters
and, at laft, when the ureters are completely dilated,
by degrees the urine is retained in the kidneys, and
fufpends the fecretion. We can eafily form a diag-
noftic of this difeafe. Its charateriftic figns may be
divided into -rational and fenfible. ~ The rational figns
are numerous, but, for the moft part, equivocal ; fuch

* An accurate knowledge of the anatomy of thefc parts is eflenti-
ally neceflary for the furgeon; for, the bladder may be opened in
fuppreflions of urine without wounding the peritoneum,

M : as
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as a defe@ in the evacuation of the urine for one of
more days ; its difcharge guttatim, or in fmall quanti-
ties at a time; a continual defire tovmake water, which
continues even after the patient has evacuated the
natural quantity ; the force and the fize of the ftream.
of urine is diminifthed ; a fenfe of weight in the peri=
neum tenefmus, conftipation, and hzmorthoids. To
thefe may be added fharp pains in the hypogaftric re-
gion, propagated along the courfe of the urethra as far
as the proftrate.  Both regions of the kidneys are
fucceflively affected, and thefe fymptoms are fome-~
. times acco‘mpanied with ftupor and numbnefs of the
thighs; thefe pains are aggravated by walking, cough-
ing, or by an eret pofition of the body; and dimi-
nith by bending the trunk, and thus relaxing the ab-
dominal mufcles. ;
To thefe pathognomonic figns may be alfo added
fever, naufea, «laborious refpiration, 'urinous fweats,
and other fymptoms, which have been mentioned in
treating of fuppreflion of urine; which is always
the confequence of complete retention, when it has
exifted for fome days, Thefe {ymptoms are individu-
ally mentioned, only to fhew their uncertainty ; when
united, there is more or lefs probability of the exift-
ence of retention. A certainty can only be acquired
by fenfible proofs, joined to the circumftances above-
mentioned ; fuch as tumours above the pubis, formed:
by the bladder; tumcurs in the reGtum, in men’; and,
'1n women, in the vagina,
Tuméurg in the bladder vary much in their dimen-
fions; fometimes they extend above the umbilicus,
: and
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_and are circumferibed without hardnefs of the cir-
cumference, and the colour of the fkin unchanged ;
wider at the inferior than at the fuperior part;
hard ; not very fenfible to the touch, unlefs forcibly
prefled, which excites ard increafes the defire to make
water, and fometimes will produce the evacuation of
a few drops. A tumour in the reGtum or vagina is
cafily diftinguifhed by the introduction of the finger
into thefe cavities. It is fituated anteriorly; and,
like the tumour in the hypogaftric region, hard; equal
and without any particular induration ; but the fluc-
tuation is the particular pathognomonic fymptom, which

~ merits the attention of the praltidoner, or rather an
undulating feel, which is experienced by examina-
tion with the fingers. But thefe tumours do not
conftantly exift; and even complete retentions have
taken place, where the bladder would not admit of
diftention, and a few {poonfuls have been only con-
tained in its cavity.

Retention of urine in the bladder is always a
ferious difeafe, and, when complete, . demands imme-
diaté afiiftance ; ‘which if not obtained,” the worft
confequences may be apprehended. The bladder,
when diftended for a confiderable time, lofes its
elafticity, and is recovered with difficulty; the
conftant irritation kept up by the urine (which, in
confequence -of long retention, becomes acrid and
corrofive) produces inflammation, and a putrid
gangrenous fuppuration ; fometimes it makes its way
through the bladder, and is diffufed in the celiular
fubftance, in ‘the cavity of the pelvis, under the

' M 2 perisoneum
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peritoneum  as far as the region of the kfdneys,
Sometimes it is effufed under the {crotum, the com-
mon integuments of the penis, and under the fuperior
part of the thighs. The urine has been even known
to infinuate itfelf as high up as the fides of the thorax, j
forming abfcefles, genelally followed with gangrene
and fiftulous openings; and, to thefe {ymptoms, the
confequences of re-abforption and fuppreffion may be
added. Amongft the numerous caufes productive of
fuppreffion of: yrine, two deferve particular confide- -
ration.  Firft, weaknefs of the bladder: fecondly,
the refiftance the urine experiences in its paflage
through the urethra. )

Retention of Urine, occafioned by the Weaknefs of
the Bladder.

€

XPERIENCE and obfervation confirm this as
a caufe of retention.

We learn, from phyfiology, that the contration of
the bladder is abfolutely neceffary for the expulfion
of the urine ; which action i is certainly affifted by the
abdominal mufcles and dlaphlagm, though not wholly
to be attributed to their means. A number of well
attefted cafes can be adduced to prove, that the urine
has been retained, without any other obftacle to its
gxpulﬁon, and  a dec1ded proof of this caufe of

retentions
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. retention is the facility with which a found may be
introduced into the bladder. This general caufe of
retention comprehends many others, among which we
may rank old age, debauchery, abufe of diuretics,
affetions of the brain and {pinal marrow, inflamma-
tion and diftention of the bladder beyond its tone,
2 rheumasic pforic affection of its coats, &c,

Rezention of Urine from Old Age.

LD men are fo fubjeét to retention of urine,
: that this difeafe has been mentioned as one
of the inconveniences incidental to that period of life,
The bladder, like the other parts of the body, be-
comes lefs irritable, is not fufceptible of ftimulus by
the urine, nor is apprized of the neceflity of evacua-
tion, but by the painful fenfations that refult from the
diftention of its coats. It then contratts on its con-
tents; but the elongated fibres have fcarcely force
fufficient to overcome the natural re-aftion oppofed
to them by the urethrd; and the proper equilibrium
of power and refiftance being no longer kept up,
the urine can only be evacuated by the affiftance of
the violent contraction of the abdominal mufcles ; and
even then the expulfion is incomplete; the bladder
does not poffefs a force fufficienty contractile (like

M 3 the
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the ftroke of a piflon) to expel the laft drops: thefe,
remaining in the bladder, form a beginning retention.
The quantity is augmented every day, and the fibres
of the bladder being accuftomed to its prefence, in
the end, not half the quantity of urine contained is
evacuated; all elderly people are not equally fubject
to this complaint; thofe, that are moft liable to its
attack, are generally of a phlegmatic temperament,
of a full habit of body, and of a ftudious feden-
tary difpofition ; and they who  negleét to voi,c}L
the laft drops of urine, from idlenefs, hurry, &c.
or who have occafion to make water in the night,
and who urine on their fide inftead of rifing, or
effect it in a kneeling pofture.* :
Thefe patients obferve that they have never had
any affeCtion of the urethra, nor of the neighbour-
ing parts, fo as to impede the paffage of the urine;
that it flowed in a full ftream, though with diminifhed
force, confequently they could not difcharge «their
urine equally diftant as before, and that their -urine,
inftead of forming an arch, fell between their legs on
their fhoes. And that, on ceafing to make water,
they did not experience the fenfations attending the
contraction of the bladder, on the laft drops of urine,
which in their youth they were accuftomed to feet;
and, when they had a defire to' make water, it was a
confiderable time before it began to fiow, and then

* Mr. Default obferves, that this caufe of retention, though

not fupported by phyfiology, is confirmed by actual clinical
obferyation, and that he entertains no doubt of its reality.

with
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with - confiderable difficulty; the quantity evacua-
ted each time was diminithed, and, at the {fame
time, the defire to make water became more frequent ;
‘at laft the urine pafled away drop by drop, and to
this incontinence fucceeded retention. In this flate
the patients fuffer little 5 the tumour above the pubis,
formed by the bladder, is nearly indolent; ' and, if
flightly compreffcd fome urine may be voided by
the urcthra.

Rerention, produced by old age, is rarely com-
plete; the urine, after diftending: the bladder, pafies
off mvoluntauly by the urethra, - where it meets with
no refiftance but what is natural to that canal, and,
in a given time, the patient voids as much urine as
in a ftate of health. In this fpec:les of retention,
we have no reafon to apprehend the fame train of
ferious fymptoms that occur in complete fuppreffions;
fuch as in fupprefiion of urine in the kidneys, effuf-
_fions in the cellular fubftance, &c.—We find a
number of old men, who view this complaint as
incidental to their age, and who do not even apply
for medical affiftance. = The urine, however, by ftag-
mting in the bladder, putrifies, forms confiderable
depofits, and, at length, the tunics of that vifcus
become altered in Pcru&urc, The indications of
cure in this difeafe are to procure the evacuation
of urine, and to give tone to the bladder : both
effeéts are often produced by employing the fame
means. At the commencement of the complaint,
when the bladder is perhaps only indolent, cold bodies
applied to the hypogaftric region, or to the thighs,
: M 4 pafling
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paffing from a hot into a-cold place, might be ad-
vifable.

J. L. Petit mentions, that he cured a pubhcan,
by defiring him to make water in his cellar during
the day, and, in the night, to rife bare-footed and
apply the chamber-pot to his thighs. Patients thould
be careful not to refift the firft defire to make
water ; for, by inatrention to this caution, the bladder
becomes full ; the fibres gradually lofe their fenfibi-
lity, the defire to make water ceafes, and the reten-
tion, -which in-the ’bcginning was only a few drops,
becomes foon complete; when it will be too late
to derive any advantage from the methods before
indicated. There is no ftimulus capable of exciting
the bladder to contract, with a force adequate to
produce the expulﬁon of the urine; and the intro-
dution of the catheter is the only refource. But
let it be recolleted, that an evacuation, thus artifi-
cially produced procures only momentary relief. The
relaxed ﬁbres of the bladder are a long time beforc
they recover their tone and cla{hcxty, and, 1f the ufe
of the catheter is not perfifted in, the panent relapfes
into his former firuation ; which renders it neceflary
either to keep it in the bladder, or to imtroduce it
every time the patient has occafion to make water.
The laft method i 1s to be preferred, if a furgeon can
conftantly be had, or they are able to. introduce the
catheter themfelves; and, .as its conftant prefence
would be attended with i mconvemence, it ihould not
be paffed but when it is neceflary to evacuate the u-
rine; in this cafc, a filver catheter, or one made of

the
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the elaftic gum, ma);'bc ufed to advantage; but, if
it is neceflary to remain in the bladder, the catheter of
the elaftic gum, bent in the ufual way, and furnithed
with a fteel probe, is to be preferred. But, whatever
inftruments are ¢mp10ycd_, Mr. Default is convinced,
from experience, that, from the flaccidity of the u-
rethras of old men, a large catheter is introduced with
more eafe, and lefs pain, than one of a fmall diame-
ter.

OBSERVATION,

The catheters, that are ufed by Mr. Default, aré
flightly bent in one-third of their length, and are
ftrait in the remaining part; this curvature gra-
dually takes place from the ftrait part, and extends
to the point; it is equal throughout, and reprefents a '
circle of fix inches in diameter, which is the fame in
all catheters, whatever may be their fize. Mr. De-
fault, for the moft part, prefers large to {mall catheters:
the general fize employed for men is ten inches
and a half in length, and about one-fixth of an inch
in diameter. Sometimes in adults, in confequence
of ftrictures accompanied with induration, the catheters
employed for children are obliged to be had recourfe
to; which, though {mall, will frequently not pafs
without ufing force; thus it is neceffary to make
them ftronger to prevent their bending, In thefe
cales, catheters made of gold, as being lefs flexible

: . than
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¢han filver, offer fome advantages.  Mr. Defautt,
inftead of the eyes formerly placed on the fides of
the catheters, has fubftituted two oval apertures, whofe
edges are rounded. All practitioners have admitted
the inconveniencies that have arifen from thefe eyes,
- by whom the urethra has'often been ehlarged and
torn, producing acute pain, and fometimes a difcharge
of blood. Mr. Peiit conceived that this inconvenience
could not be obviated but by fupprefling thefe eyes,
and fubftituting a circular opening at the extremity of
the catheter, which was filled by a button placed at
the end of the probe. The defect in thefe catheters
was foon difcovered; the probe, which remained in
the catheter, prevented the ufe of injections in the
bladder when deemed necefaty, and obftruéted the
paffage of glairy mucus and clots of blood, which
otherwife might be evacuated. Mr. Petit invented
another catheter, the end of which was fhaped like
an ohve, and pierced at its.extremity ; he concejved,
that, in conlequence of its form, this catheter might
be introduced open without injuring the urethra, but
this contrivance, though ingenious, was not found by:
experience to anfwer the purpofe. ‘
Garangeot * recommends  the = epening of thefe

catheters to be clofed by means of a probe, at the
end of which is an eye, fimilar to the eye of a
needle. He recommends four or five finall pieces of
thread to be paffed through this aperture, to be
fecured by knots, and then the thread to be divided
at two or three lines diftance; the probe is then o
be pafied through the ca.theter, till the threads come

out,
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out, then retracted till they come on a level with
the aperture of the catheter. The whole is then to be
dipt in melted fuet ; and, when you with to evacuate
the urine, the probe is to be withdrawn, bringing with
it the threads and the fuet. S

We cannot deny that this method is ingenious, bug
it 1s not always adequate to the purpofe for which
it was invented ; for, when obftruftions exifted in the
urethra, * the fuet and thread being forced into the
cavity of the catheter, the edges of the aperture
proje&ted, and produced thofe very inconveniencies
it was meant to aveid.

It «is certainly then, for thefe reafons, better to
adopt a method fimple, and yet, at the fame time,
advantageous. By giving to thefe an elyptical form,
and by filling them with fuet, Mr. Default prevents
the internal membmne of the urethra from being
injured by thefe apertures. He pafes prev1ouﬂy a
bougie of the elaftic gum in the cavity of the catheter 3
the intention of which is only to prevent the fuet at
the oval openings from getting into the cavity of
the catheter; and that, when the inftrument is paffed
into the bladder, the fuet may be retrafted with the
bougie.

The invention of the catheters of the elaftic gum,
by Mr. Bernard, is one of the moft fortunate, difco-
veries that has enriched the art of furgery this pre-
fent  century. Praitioners have felt the neceflity of
flexible catheters ; and, till the invention of the above
ingenious mechanic, thofe that have been offered were
cxtremcly imperfect. ‘The catheters of horn, men-

tioned
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tioned by VanQHelmont, are too hard, and are fubject
quickly to incruft: thofe of leather, recommended by

abricius Aquapende, are foftened by the mucus and
ufine bent on themfelves; and, by this means, obli-
terated the cavity : thofe made of thin plates of filver
or wire twifted fpirally, and covered with fkins, are
apt to get dry and rot; and, being retained on the
catheter only by the filver wire at its extremity, are -
{ubje@ to ftop at the neck of the bladder, or fome
other part of the canal, and get detached.

The catheters of Mr. Bernard are not fuch& to
thefe objections; they are made with a fort of filk
or goat’s hair twifted, and covered with elaftic gum;
they pofiefs a fufficient degree of flexibility to adapt
themfelves readily to the different curvatures of the
wrethra, are not {foftened by the urine, and yet are
free and eafy in that canal; their furfaces, from bcing_
fmooth and polithed, are not equally fubjeét to
earthy incruftations as catheters in general. As shefe
catheters are more particularly employed in " the treat-
ment of difeafes of the urethra when their introduction
is often attended with difficulty, they are furnithed with
a fteel probe bent in the ufual way. Steel is preferable
for this purpofe to copper, as they bend lefs and pre-
ferve their curvature more exaétly.

o
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‘. Of the Introduttion of the Catheter.

There are two ways of introducing the catheter ;
one above, and the other under, the abdomen; in
both, the patient may either ftand ot lay down, but
the laft is preferable : then he fhould be brought to the
edge of the bed with his thighs feparated, and the legs
a lietle bent: the penis is then to be embraced with the
ring and middle finger of the left hand, whilft the in-
dex-finger and the thumb are applied to the glans; and,
by this means, the opening of the urethra expofed.
"The catheter is then to be held between the index and
middle fingers of the other hand, after filling up the
eyes with fuet, and paffed in fuch a direction as the
 ftrait part of the inftrument fhould be oppofed to- the
abdomen, and be parallel to the axis of the body. Its
extremity is to be then introduced into the urethra ;
and, while the penis is gently ftretched and elongated,
the catheter fhould be paffed foftly and with caution,
till the point of the inftrument is on a level with the
arch of the pubis. The hand, in which the extremity
of she inftrument is contained, is then gently to be de=
prefled from the fides of the thighs, and the catheter
paffed into the bladder. If the furgeon withes to pafs
it below the abdomen, or, as it is termed, par le tour
de maitre, the eatheter fhould be held in fuch a man=
ner that its convex part fhould be upwards, and the
ftrait below the abdomen oppofite the fpace between
the thighs, It is then to be introduced into the aper-

ture
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ture of the urethra, and paffcd on; whilft, with the
other hand, the penis is put on the ftretch. When
the point of the catheter has reached that part of the
urethra that correfponds to the arch of the pums, a fe-
mi-circle muft be defcribed from this part, and from
the penis to the groin of the oppofite fidé, and thence
on the abdomen. In this movement it muft be ob-
ferved that the point of the infttument forms the cen-
tre of motion. ‘The liand, in which the catheter is
held, is then to be depreffed, dnd the feft of the ope-
ration finifhed in the fame manner as before.  One o-
peration, being more complicated than the other, con-
ftitutes the only difference; and which fendets it more
difficult and painful ; therefore this laft method has not
been adopted by the generality of praétitioners, unlef$
the patients are remarkably fat, or from theit pofitior
this mode might be inconvenient.

‘When there ‘are no obftrutions in the urethra, fur=
geons; who are accuftomed to the operation, for the
moft part, experience little or no difficulty in pafiing
the catheter into the bladder; but inexperienced prac-
titioners often create obftacles, by not attending to the
direction of the urethra, or by prefiing the point of the
inftrument againft the fides of the urethra, forming
folds in that part. When this happens, the inftrument
fhould be- withdrawn a little wayr; and, after varying
the direction, paffed on. If this fecond attempt is not
fuccefsful, and the inftrument ftops in perinzo, the
furgeon fhould pafs his hand below the fcrotum, fo
find where the point of the catheter is fituated, and at- -

- tempt
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tempt to direct it at the fame time that he pufhes or
the inftrument.

If any obftruétion to its paflage fhould happen in
~ that ‘part of the' canal that correfponds to the reGtum;
the catheter fhould be preffed by the index-finger, in-
troduced into ‘that inteftine; and, by this means, the
canal will be put on the firetch, by the gut being
drawn downwards and forwards; but if, notwithftand=
ing thefe precautions, we cannot fucceed, the catheter
thould be changed for a fmaller or larger, or for one
. of a different curvature, or the introduttion of one of
the elaftic \gum without the probe fhould be at-
" tempted; but, in every cafe, we fhould be extremely
cautious of ufing too much force, for fear of lacerating
the urethra, and making a falfe paffage.

We are certain that the catheter is inferted into the
bladder, by the depth which it has paffed ; the re-
fiftance at its point ceafing when turned on its axis,
and by the flow of urine.

Theére is a queftion arifes refpecling the propriety
of evacuating the urine at once, or only gradually by
{mall quantities at a time : this laft opinion has many
partifans, who conceive that the patient would fink
under the weaknefs produced by the bladder being
perfeétly and fuddenly emptied. But, agreeable to this
idea, the mufcular fibres would be ftill kept on the
firetch, and would not regain their tone. Befides,
when the urine is only partially evacuated, depofits
are apt to form, which take ona putrid difpofition,
and materially injure the coats of the bladder. = Other

praitioners have gone into the contrary extreme ; and,
by
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by means of leaving the catheter always in the bladder,

with the orifice open, the urine was evacuated as

faft as it was fecreted. This method is alfo fubject

. to its inconveniences; for, the mufcular fibres of the

bladder; being always relaxed, never recover . their

tone and elatticity. In addition to this objection;

- Mr. Default obferves; that the empty bladder being
prefled with the point of the inftrument, produces
pain, and frequently ulceration, where it is in contaéts
that the catheter is apt to be filled with glairy mucus;
and, by remaining in the paffage; is more fubject to
incruft. - Patients are alfo obliged to keep their bed,
and are fubjeét to be conftantly wet by the dribbling
of the urine; or to have a veilel conftantly with them,
to prevent this inconvenience. ,

M. Default, on the whole; is of opinion, that the
moft eligible practice is to evacuate the urine entirely;
and to throw injections into the bladder, to cleanfe
that vifcus from any puriform or mucus depofit ; then

either to ftop up the catheter or withdraw it, antl wait
tll a quantity is fecreted fufficient moderately to |
diftend the mufcular coat of the bladder..

Thefe alternate a@tions of moderate extenfion and
relaxation produce the fame effe on this vifcus as
on other parts of the body.

A catheter of the elaftic gum fhould be ufed;
and worn for f{everal days. In paffing it, care fhould
/be taken to puth it no farther after the eyes of the
inftrument have pafied the neck of the bladder. If the
eatheter is too long, part may be cut off: it fhould
thcn be fecured on the corona glandis, or penis, as

defcribed
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defcribed pase 149. © The urine fhould be evacuated
every two or three hours; according to the circum-
ftances of the quantity fecreted, and the defire of the
patient to void his urine; but this inclination fhould
not always be waited for, for the bladder is fometimes
fo flightly fenfible, that it will admit of furprifing
 diftention without any difpofition to evacuate its
contents. , And it fhould be recolle¢ted, that no
circumftance ténds more to deftroy the natural tone
of its mufcular coat, than this forcible diftention.
' The catheter fhould be withdrawn every fix or eight
‘days, to ciean it and prevent incruftationis ; and as the
form has been moulded at its curvature, in confequence
of refting in the urethra, it can afterwards often be
introduced without the probe. As the treatment of
this difeafe is tedious, and as the bladder rarely re-
covers perfe@tly its tone, it is as well fo inftruct the
patient in the manner of paffing the inftrument ; and,
. when accuftomed to do this, he need only ufe it when
he has occafion to void his urine. At the expiration
of a litde time, he fhould attempt to make water
without the inftrument; if he fucceeds, the catheter
fhould be. paffed to afcertain whether the bladder is
perfeétly evacuated; if any urine fhould fill remain,
the ufe of the catheter fhould be continued. If this
precaution is not attenged to, the retention will return
as. bad as before. : et

Tonic and flightly aftringent injections have been
propofed to be thrown into the bladder; fuch as’
decottion of bark, weak folutions of vitriolated iron,

&c. Mr. Default obferves, that he has made ufe of
N thefe
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thefe mJeéhons without deriving any important ads
vantages. < Warm diuretics, balfamics, cold baths,
Fi&tions with tin€ture of cantharides, &c. but, in old
age, thefe remedies are frequently injurious, and rarely -
ufeful. In this difeafe, the only remedy Mr. Defauls
recomehends is the ufe; of the catheter of the elaftic
gum ; which, when well conduted, often reftores the
bladder to its natural tone; and, when this fails, other
semedies are rarely attended with fuccefs.

Olfervations on the good Effeits of Blifiers, applied on the .
Head, in Commotions of the Brain.

[By Mr, Gavarp DE MONTMELLIAN, formerly“
Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu. | e

OHN Fribourg, 22 years of age; on the sth of
December; 1784, at 5 o’clock in the morning,
fell down ftairs and ftruck his forehead with confider- - |
able force againft the bannifters: "his companions,
wakened by the noife, went immediately to his affift-
ance : they found him fenfelefs, without motion, and:
bleeding profufely from the ears, nofe, and mouth.
They fent for one of the ftudents in furgery, who
bled him in each arm; and, at noon, he was bled.
again copioufly in the foot. .
i The
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The 6th, the patient being in the fame fituation,
he was bled twice more; after which he vomited, at
différent times, many mouthfuls of clear water; fome
drops of a fpirituous vulnerary water were introduced
into~ the mouth, which he greedily fwallowed. The
actions of deglutition and vomiting, circulation and
refpiration, were the only motions that were appa-
rent. ¢

The 7th, no change: '

“The §th, Mr. Gavard de Montmellian fays he was
brought to the Hopital de la Charité, at Paris, where
he was, at that time a pupil, and thus defcribes his fi-
tuation. : b i

At this time he was fenfelefs and without motion,

* bleeding profufely from the mouth, nofe, and ears.

He vomited from time to time a quantty of clear
water.  His pulfé was flow; concentrated, and mode-
rately regular, refpedting the intervals of pulfation,
but fome ftrokes were ftronger than others. His re-
fpiratibn was feeble and laborious. No wound or con-
tufion was difcovered on the head. Mr. Default, at
that time the next in fucceffion as furgeon-major, and
who officiated as fuch in the Hopital de la Charité,
ordered that the patient fhould be placed in a warm
bed, and that his head fhould be fhaved, and a blifter
applied over the head, fprinkled with powder of can-
tharides, in the form of a cap, extending from the
projettions on the os frontis to the protuberances of
the os occipitis.
- The blifter was applied at 11 in the forenoon ; but,
notwithftanding the irritation produced by its ftimulus, -
' N 2 : there.
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there was no fign of returning fcnﬁbil;r'ty either this

day or the following night: but the vomiting and ef-

fufion of blood from the ears bcgan to ceafe, and the
hemorrhage from the nofe and mouth was confidera-
bly lefs. The refpiration became eafy, and the pulfe
more regular.

The gth, at 7 in the morning, the patient was

much in the fame ftate as in the evening; but,

when the cuticle was raifed, he recovercd his recol-

le&ion a little, and complained, ‘not only of un-

eafinefs, infeparable from this circumftance, but alfo

of a deep-feated pain, which he referred to the frontal

region. The wound was drefled with bafilicon, quick-

ened with cantharides. !

In the evening the patient. recovercd his recollec-
tion ‘perfe@tly.  His refpiration was fiee, with lefs |

pain in his head, and fcarce any hemorrhage from his

nofe or mouth. He was tranquil during the night, and
flept many hours. About three in the morning he ex-

“perienced fome ardor urinz. E

* On the 10th, all the fymptoms, referable to the

" commotion of the brain, had perfe&ly’ fubfided ; but
the irritation of the urinary paﬁages was {o confide-
rable, that the patient voided his urine d,rop by drop,
and at the fame time with exquifite pain. Mr. De-

_ fault. drefled his head with bafilicon: enly, and pre-

feribed linfeed tea as a common drink, and three bo-

luffes to be taken in the courfe of the day, compofed of

carnphire g. Vi. powder of marfhmallow and liquorice;

" root; cf each B _] mmed up, with firup of violets.
: Towardﬁv'
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Towards the evening, the ardor urine had confide-
rably diminifthed ; and,

On the 11th, they ceafed entirely; but the ufe of
the boluffes and linfeed tea was perfifted in, and a pro-
per diet obferved, -
 For four days he took a little nourlfhment and
was obvioufly convalefeent: the fuppuration from
the blifter was at this time nearly dried’ up, when
fuddenly, on the 18th, without any alteration in
the regimen, or any other apparent caufe, he was
threatened with a recurrence of the fame {ymptoms
he had experienced before:  He complained of a fenfe
of weight in his head, and of weaknefs in all his
limbs ; the tongue was yellow, and the pulle flow and
{fmall, ;
: Mr. Default had his head thaved, and a blifter equal-
ly ftrong, but not quite fo extenfive,as the firlt applied.
- He was put on dict, ordered linfeed tea, and two
camphire -boluﬁ”es a day, to prevent as much as poffi-
ble che urinary organs | being ﬁlmulatcd by tlie cantha-
rides.

On the 1gth, the difcharge from this blifter was ex-
tremely confiderable ; and; after elevating the cuticle,
it was dreffed with fimple bafilicon. From this mo-
‘ment the patient felt no fenfe of weight in his head,
nor any weaknefs in his limbs. :

. On the four following days the fuppuratxon was
confiderable.

On the 24th, as the tongue was a little furred, at-
tended with a bitter tafte in the mouth, Mr. Default
ordered an emetic, and the next day a medicine; to

Newa give
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give tone to the digeftive organs. He could, at this
time, take a little nourithment; and, as the blifter
was only kept open by the bafilicon, it graduall_y dried
up; and, by the 31ft, the fuppuration had quite cea-
fed. From this time he recovered his health and
ftrength rapidly ; and, after, fome days of convalef-
cence, he left the hofpital perfetly cured on thc 17m
of ]anuary, 1785, \

CASE IL

N thc morning of the 18th of Apnl, 1785, a
O child, ten years of age, was thrown down
fenfelefs, by a heavy plank falling on his head. .Af:
ter {wallowing fome volatile {pirits, which were alfo
applied to the nofe without any effet, hLe was
brought to the Hotel Dieu, on the fame day, at 5 in
the aftcrnoon At this time he was fenfelefs, without
any apparent motion, but circulation, refpiration, and
deglutition.  There was no hemorrhacrc from the ears,
mouth, or noftrils, or any vomiting, as in the prece-
ding cafe. The face was fluthed, the refpiration fhort
and laborious, and the pulfe fmall and flow, confider-
ing the age of the patient.  There was a contufion

on the middle part of the faggltal future, where he
had received the bloW.

H@ 3



(]

‘He was bled twice in the courfe of the evening,
which produced no other effeft than rendering the
pulfe more regular. e

On the fecond day, Mr. Default applied a large and
active blifter on the head. The relt of the day and
the following night he was much the fame. ,

- On the 3d, on clevating the cuticle, he feemed to
feel fome pain, and fpoke alittle coherently. The dref-
fings were the blifter-ointment, quickened with cantha-
rides:  the irritation ‘of the urinary organs were guarded
againft by the exhibition of the linfeed tea. Two
Hotirs after the dreffing, his refpiration was more frce,
the pulfe quick and fuller than in the evening, and his
recolleCtion  gradually recovered.  The drowfinefs
il continued, and he complained of a confiderable
fenfe of heavinefs in the head.

On the 4th, the {uppuration was abundant ; and, in
confequence of the flimulus of the bliftering ointment,
the,patient experienced fome pain for three hours aftet
the drefling. From this time all the fymptoms, con-
fequent to the commotion of the brain, ceafed, nor
did they ever recur. ; :

The fame drefling was continued for fome time, {to
. keep up the fuppuration. The ufe of the linfeed tea
perfifted in, to which may be attributed the circum-
ftance of the urinary otgans not being affected.

On the 8th, he was indulged with a lictle  {olid
food. - A j :

On the 14th, he was purgéd; and, from this day,
_the blifter was fuffered gradually to heal.  The
ftrength of the patient increafed with his appetite 3

' N 4 2 “and,
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and, -on the 14th day.of May, he was difcharged, cu-
red, from the Hotel Dieu. 'The fame practice, at-
tended with the fame fuccefs, is feen frequently in this
holpieall. - G iy :

. Blifters on the head, affifted by bleeding, are the
moft efficacious means we can employ to remove the
firft effects occafioned by commotion of the. brain,
There is a confecutive {ymptom, not lefs alarming
in its confequence, which may be obviated by the -
fame remedy ; this fymptom is- a gradual inflamma-
tion and fuppuration of the brain, -of its membranes,
which is confequent to the irritation produced by the
external injury ; nor. does. it frequently appear til}
fome time after the accident, as wiil be feen in the
following obfervation,

€A - STHETIE

- MAN, 35 yearsof age, received a blow on the
bead, which funned him for fome . minutes,
without knocking him down. « He got himfelf bled
in the foot, drank an infufion of vulnerary plants,
and in a month conceived himfelf cured; at the end
of 5thi.s time he loft his appetite, his tongue became
yellow and furred, and he was attacked with fhiverings -
and coma, and dieq on the 16th déy._ '

" g
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The appcaranceé on diffection were as follows
No appearance of contufion on the external furface
of the head; the integuments perfeétly found; 'and
the colour of the external table of the cranium na-
tural ; but the internal table was black through-
out the whole extent of the right parietal foffa: this
‘blacknefs was allo obferyed throughout the corref
pondent portion of the dura-mater, and even a little
beyond ir.  In other refpedts, this membrane adhered
to the cranium in the fame manner as the oppofite
fide; under the dura-mater, at the part above-men-
tioned, a flight depofit of thick and greyith matter was
difcovered ; which had extended under the different
windings of the cranium, and had affe@ed the pia-mater,
and the correfpendent pertion of the brain, to fome lines
in depth.. The reft of this vifcus was in its natural
fitvation. . In the cavities of the thorax and abdomen,
no circumflance worth mentioning was difcovered.

If, after the moft minute attention to- the injuries
of this defcription, the furgeon fhould entertain
doubts of commeotion of ’the brain, or effufion,
fhould he not decide, particularly in hofpitals
(where the operation of the trepan rarely fucceeds),
in favour of the application of blifters, which will
be fufficient if commotion only exifts ? 'And, it
fhould be remembered; that the application of the
veficatories does not prohibit the ufe of other remedies ;
‘which may be had recourfe to, as cxrcumi’cances or
fymptoms indicate the neceflity.

. In many cafes that tequire the application of the
trepan, would not the application of blifters be proper 2
» * For
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For example, in a cafe of fanguineous effufion, witha
fracture, accompanied with fplinters, which could be
elevated by ordinary means, &c. In fa&, it is almoft

impoflible, that the means which produced this frac-
“ ture of the cranium, particularly the laceration of the

veflels, the immediate caufe of the effufion, thould not
at the fame time produce commotion of the brain.
And, in thefe cafes, after the fiactured {plinters are
raifed, and an iffue is given to the extravafated blood,
the commotion ftill remains, and, for the moft part,
produces a fatal termination ; and which, as ¥ before
obferved, may be frequently avoided by the applica-
tion of blifters. :

Cure of 0 Cafe of a preternarural Apus, with Remarks.
[By Mr. DEsavLT. }

RANCIS Vialtet, of Moulins, a fé.i’ior, .on- ;
board the Saint Michael thip of war, was

~wounded, by the burfting of a bomb, in the month of

May, 1786: he fainted away, nor recovered his recol-
le&tion till three hours after the engagement. ‘The
wound extended from two inches above the abdomi-
nal ring, on the right fide, to the bottom of the fcro-
tum, where the tefticle was expofed. 'There appeared
at the fuperior part of the wound an inch of divided
: inteftine,
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furi:dce of the tumour was red and full of rugz; and,
at its inferior part, refembled the valvule conniventes
of the inteftines.

At the fame abdominal opening, on the external
furface of this mafs, a fmall tumour was {een fimilar
to the firft in confiftence and colour. This laft was
oval in its fhape, and fo conftrited at its orifice, ' that
a fmall quantity of ferofity only could efcape. Thefe
tumours pofleffed the fame periftaltic motions as the
inteftines, and were fufceptible of cont1a&10n when
a few drops of water were dropped on thexr fur-
face. »
This unfortunate young man, who was tall and well
formed, though extremely thin, was obliged to be
conftantly in a curved pofition, and to fupport him-
{elf with crutches.  An earthern pot; faftened to his
_ waift, and fupported by a cord, was left hanging be-
. tween his thighs, which received the extremity of the
mnteftine 5 and the matter that was difcharged from i,
. 1n @ little ime, was intolerably festid. = Mr, Default
was fatisfied, that the principal fumour was formed by
that portion of the intefline that correfpbndccl to the
{tomach ; and that it was invaginated, like the finger
of a glove, in fuch a manner as to prefent externally
only its internal furface. He was alfo convi'ncéd
that the {mall tumour was only the mfeuor part of
the inteftine invaginated in the fame manner, and that

the edges of the divided portion adhered to the o-
pening of the parities of the abdomen, and was uni-
ted and blended with them by one common cicatrix.
Thefe membranes were fo confiderably thickened by

: fricion,
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friCtion, ~expofure to the air, and by the paﬂigé of
the feeces, that an attempt to reduce fuch a mafs was
apparently rath, if Mr. Default had not been taught
by experience what: were the effeéts of compreffion
:n fimilar cafes.  To be convinced of the probable
efficacy of compreffion in this cafe, Mr. Default
prefled it for fome minutes between his hands, and its
diminution of bulk afforded him fome idea what might
be expected from a conftant and uniform compref-
fion, kept up for a confiderable time,

‘With this intention, Mr. Default applied a ﬁmplc
bandage, from below upwards, covering the whole ex-
tent of the tumour, leaving only an opening at the apex
for the paflage of the feeces.  The effect of this plan

~was foon perceptlblc for, in the evening of the fame
day, the bandage became fo loofe, in confequence of

the diminithed fize of the tumour, that its re-applica-

“tion become abfolutely neceffary. The fame meafures
~ were purfued on the following days ; and, on the fourth,
the dnteftine had regained its natural fize. 'Mr. Defaule
’ conceiving the reduction now poffible, had the tumour
raifed perpendicular to the opening in the abdomen

he then introduced one finger in the orifice, whilft,

with the other hand, by ufing gentle preffiire, he pre-.

vented the retra&ion of the inteftine ; and, at the fame

time, he altered the, vaginal fituation of the gut,

“and returned it into the abdomen. The fame plan
was followed with the fmall*tumour, nor was any dif-

ficulty experienced in the reduction : bur, though this

_ ¢afe was thus far fuccefsfully treated, one dreadful in-
convenience yet remained, wh1ch was the conftant dif-
chargc
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tharge of feeces through the wound.  Mr. Default in-
troduced into the inteftine a tent.of old linen, three
inches in length, preferved in its fituation by a proper
baindage. This was intended to be withdrawn ewice a
' day, to favour the evacuation of the foeces ; bur, after
fome fymptoms of the flatus in the intelline, accom-
panied with confiderable heat, he pafied wind by the
anus. Thefe were fucceeded by colicky fenfations, at-

tended with p’ri‘cking pains in the re¢tum, which pro-
duced a frequent inclination to go to ftool, and that not -
without effeét; for, he voided half a pound of fluid
feeces,. fimilar to thofe voided after indigeftion. He
had eight ftools more the following night, all preceded
by flight colicky fenfations and acute pain about the

re€tum, which had not been accultomed to the prefence
of feeces. ; , sl

The next day the patient was a little exhaufted, in
confequence of the evacuation ; and, for three days af-
terwards, the ftools were very frequent, but accom-
panied with lefs pain.  The foeces now gradually cac-
quired a firmer confiftence, and the number of ftools
proportionably diminithed. The ufe of the linen tent,
in the inteftine, was fuppreffed on the 8th day, and the
external orifice covered with a doffil of lint, and; over the
whole, Mr. Default applied the ball or pad, of a large
and flat claftic bandage. This, plan was adequate to
the intention of ‘preventing the efcape of the foeces,
which now paffed entirely by the rectum.

He gradually recovered his ftrength and health, ands
during two months that he remained in the Hotel
Dieu, his feeces were fimilar to thofe of a man in

‘ health,
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juft refated, fome hopes may be entertained of a -
cure, when the circumftances are fimilar. :

From the writings of the ancients on this difeafe,
little information can be acquired ; but, in modern
works, many cafes are to be met with; but unforti-
nately they only mention the occafional caufes, omitting
the defcription of the external appearances,.and the
particular ftate of the inteftines. ~One of the moft
frequent occurrences in this complaint, the protrufion
of the inteftine from the belly, feems t6 have efcaped
the notice of all authors, from Hippocrates* (who
has defcribed it) to Fabricius Hildanus,t who, in the
beginning of the laft century, related it as a thing un-
known and extraordinary. Since the time of Fabricius,
cafes of tumors formed externally by the inteftine have
been mentioned by writers ; yet the appearance of the
_ parts have not till lately been accurately defcribed. Mr.
Robin found the cescum and a part of the colon.
invaginated in the re¢tum, in confequence of a blow
or fall reccived on that intefline, which terminaed.
fatally. s W ‘

This cafe, related by Mr. Hevin, in the 4th vol.
of the Mémoires de I’ Académie de Chirurgie,} and &
fimilar one by Mr. Le Blanc, threw fome light on the'
fubje@. But Mr. Le Cat ‘had an occafion to diffeét
the body of a woman, who had a preternatural anus,
and the opportunity of demonftrating the invagination

*' Bpidem. lib. vii:

+ Centur, 1. Obl. 74.
1 Edit. in 4to. :

“of
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bf the iiitefline, whith had protruded externally.*
Among the tunpleafant effects neceffarily attendant
on this difeafe, are the extreme uncleanlinefs occafion-
ed by the conftant difcharge of feeces through the
opening, the excoriation of the furrounding parts, the
return of griping pains, obftructions to the paffage
of the foeces from the narrownefs of the aperture;
~ Weaknefs confequent to imperfeét digeftion, and
fometimes to fuch a degree as to prove fatal; as
in the cafes related by Meflrs. Hoin and Le Blanc,
and which has lately occurred in the Hétel Dieu at
the beginning of this year.

Thefe inconveniences have induced furgeons to
fuggeft different modes of relief ;- that, indeed, have
been partially procured. Boxes have been invented,
made of filver or tin, and applied to the opening. in
‘the abdomen ; and rerained in this fituation by a pro« -
per bahdage. This contrivance, by containing and
colletting the feeces, leflened their feetor, and, accord-
ing tq the account of Mr. Mofcati, ‘they were con-
duted into thefe veflels by means of a leaden pipe,
left in the cavity of the abdomen.f Mr. Sabatier
has propofed to keep the inteftine fufficiently open,
to afford an eafy paffage to the excrements, by the
introduétion of a middiing-fized tent. || ' ;

Mr. Richter, on the contrary, withes the feeces to
be retained till digeftion is more perfeét. To anfwer

* Tranfat, Philofoph: N° 460. p. 716. 5
+ Effai fur les Hernies. )
1 Académie de Chir. tom. v. p. 596..
|| Ibid. p. 594. ;

2 02 this
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this indication, he checks their difcharge, by means
of a’fpongc applied to the external opening, and re-
rained by an elaftic bandage.*  This method, thougl
ayparently ingenious, is rejected by Mr. Locfer, who
has feen it fol‘owed with colic, conftipation of the
bowels, éxcoriation, and 'inflammation of the fkin.
Some few furgeons, not fatisfied Wi;h thefe  palliative
methods, - have been induced to attempt the radical
cure, which nature herfelf feems to point out.
Numerous cafes have occurred, where the feeces
have refumed their natural courfe, aftér having been
evacuated even for months, from a wound in the
abdomen, fubfequent to an operation for a hernia.
Mr. Petit mentions a cafe, where the two ends of the

inteftine hung out of the abdominal ring, granulated:

after the feparation of the gangrenous parts, and
were confounded with the furface of the wound by

one. common cicatrix; and the feeces afterwards re-

fumed their natural courfe.§

Mr.. . Acrell mentions a fimilar cafe, where hc-
feparated, with his fciffors, a portion of gangrenous

inteftine.f

A number of fimilar mﬁancps are to be foundiin -

different writers, as in Le Dran,| Pott,§ Richard,q

* Traité 'des Hernies, traduit par. Rougemont chap KXVl
+ Malad. Chir. tom. ii. p. 407.

1 Obfervatlon, P- 174

|| Obfery. de Chir.

§ Treatife on Hernia:

& Obferv. de Med.

* Journal
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Journal de Meédecine,* the Memoirs of a Society
of Harlem,t Effays by a Society of Surgeons at
Copenhagen. |

Encouraged thus by the refourccs of -nature, fur-
geons fhould certainly avail themfelves of the efforts
of art, and their want. of fuccefs, hitherto, has cer-
tainly arofe from improper methods being adopted, in
confequence of being ignorant of the nature of the
difeafe. Some, not regarding the invagination of
the inteftine, have propofed to unite externally the
divided portions of the gut, according -to Ramdhor’s
method, and to reduce them when fuﬂicmntly heal-
‘ed.| Others have recommended the obfervance of
a fhri& regimen, as a means likely to procure a re-
union, by diminifhing the difcharge of foeces; but,
fortunately for - the patients, thefe two fpeculative
opinions have never been reduced to practice.

~In a letter from Mr. Bruns to Mr. Henkel there
1s g cafe related of a preternatural anus, the edges of
which, after having been previoufly excoriated by
the application of the lapis infernalis, were retained
together by future; the edges united, but the wound
broke: openagain in a few days. :

Mr. Le Cat§ attempted the cure of a woman who
had a preternatural anus, by excoriating the edges of"
the wound, and bringiag them together by means of
future ; after having previoufly dilated, by means of

* Obf. de Duboumx, ‘tom. Xxxil. Dufrefnoy, tom XAXVil.
" De Laborde, ibid. {
'+ Obf. de Funn, tom. i. 1 Obf. de Enfield.
Il Richter, chap. xxviii. p. 162. § Tranfad. Phils
' 0 3 a.
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% canula, that portlon of the inteftine that - corref:
ponded with che anus; but the protruded portion had
acqmred fuch a conﬁderable bulk, that it was abfo-v
“lutely irreducible. Thefe unfuccefsful cafes deterred.
furgeons from making new attempts; and it becamca
at laft, the general opinion, that the cure of thefe ca<
fes was impoflible, or, at leaft, attended with immi-~
nent danger. '
In the opinion of many pratitioners, the redué‘uon
of the intefline is even attended with danger, and a.l!,
ave conceived it impofiible when of long ftanding
and of a confiderable fize : many authors alfo men-
tion, that the part of the inteftine, contiguous to the
re€tum, becomes clofed, and its ca_vit_yi' obliterated._
_ Mr. Richter himfelf is not free from this pr.ejuaicé 5
but certainly the circumftance of the invagination of
the inteftine muft have efcaped his recollection, as it -
1s a decided proof of the exiftence of a cavity,  This
obliteration has yet pever been proved, and all thofe
who have attended to this fubjet are of opinion that
it cannot poffibly take place. Monlf. Le Cat, on dif-
feCting 'a fubject where the feeces had not  paffed
through the reGtum for EWLIVC years, difcovered no
obliteration,

The patient, who died in the Hotel Dieu Iaﬂ: ]‘a-r
nuary, had the whole inferior’ part of the inteftinal
tube entire, . though a little contratted, In this cafe,
nothing had pafied for two years through the rectum;
and a confiderable portion of the ilium had been de-
ftroyed by gangrenc; befides, in all the patients of this
defcription, the mucus of the inteftine has been evacu-

ated
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ated from time to time; a fact which clearly proves
no obliteration could poffibly exitt.

Some authors, from not attending to the ftate of
the inteftine, are of oplmon that the inteftine pa[Tcs
out of the belly in. its ordma,ry ftate, and that it is not
its: extremity that adheres to the fldn: and, for this
reafon, they ate apprehenfive that the feces and
mucus will be diffufed in the cavity of the abdo-
men.*

The thicknefs of thc membranes of the inteftines
is a more ferious obje@tion: it has always been viewed
as an invincible obftacle to the reduction, but the cafe
we have related proves the poflibility of returning the
gut: and, from’analagy, we are juttified in fuppofing
it may be effeted; for, in cafes of prolapfus ani of
long ftanding, that apparencly, from their bulk, were
‘irreducible, gradual and methodical preffure has been
attended with fuccefs.

Praétitioners, from the number of thefe adhefions,
ought not to be deterred from attempting the reduétion;
for, fuppofing that they exift, and that they are more
dangerous than thofe produced by inflammations of the
abdomen, yet ftill no advantage can arife from leaving
the invaginated portion of the inteftine out of the abdo-
men. Befides, fuch a practice may be attended with the
moft fatal confcquenéeé’e Mr. Puy has {feen two cafes
that terminated fatally, from the iffue of the foeces be-
ing ftopped.+ Mr. Lange has feen the gut fo diftended

# Richter, chap. xxix. p. 168.
4 Académie de Chirurgie.
O 4 ~with
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with blood, that it was neceffary to remove thc
ﬂrangulatlon by an ineifion into the abdomen.*

Mefirs Hoin and Le Blang mention inftances of
gangrene, produced by [‘crangulanon s and an invalid,
whofe cafe is mentioned by Mr. Sabatier; was near
lofing his life from a fimilar caufe.

From the cafes and obfervations above- mennoned
Mr. Default is decidedly of opinion, that found and
good practice indicates the propriety of returning the
inteftine in the abdomen; and that this operation is
always pofiible, however large the tumour, and how~
ever long it may have exifted. When this is effect-
'cd,' the - attention thould be 'direéted to fuggeft {ome
:contrivancc to retain and prcVent the inteftine from 2=
gain protruding i The ivory peffary, which has
been invented, is not found adcquate to the intention,
as the inteftine can efcape through the aperture of the
inftrument, and become a new means of ftrangu-
lation ;; befides, the preffure of fo hard a fubftance
will neceflarily bruife the furrounding parts ; and, if
* applied with a fufficient degree of force to anfwer the
purpofe indicated, the prefTurc would be. infupporta-
ble. The foft’ cufhion, recommended by Mr. Saba-
tier, and the fponge of Richter, are not liable to the
fame objeétion; but flill they are fubjett to the in-
convpmence remarked by Leeffler, of imbibing the

* Smucker vermifchFe chirurgifc_he {chrifter, tom. 2‘.v
it Operat. de Le Blanc, tom. ii. P- 445.

I Mein' fur les Anus contre Nature

Acad. de Chirurgie,
tom. v.

s - \

difcharge
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difcharge of the thin and acrid matter, which is apt to
produge excoriation‘of the adjacent parts.

Mr. Defaule fuggefts the contrivance of 2 tent made
of linen, with the addition of a layer of lint and oLhcr
comprefles, kept on the part by means of a banddge,
moderately tight, which will effetually prevent the
protrufion of the intefline, and at the fame time keep
up a fufficient degree of dilatation ; and, by retaining
the foeces in the intervals of dreffing, occaﬁon‘ them
to remain longer in the inteftinal tube, and more
‘nourithment to be afforded the patient ; if a {mall
quantity of the fluid fhould efcape, it will be abforb-
ed by the lint, and produce no irritation on the fkin,
The {light colicky fenfations, which are confequent to
the firft application, will ceafe in a few days, as foon. as
the inteftine is accuftomed to its prefence.  This was
the firlt advantage Mr. Default derived from this
method, nor did his views extend farther: but, from
the unexpe&ed fuccefs of the failor’s cafe,  he has
hopes, at'leaft, fometimes to cure a difeafe, hitherto
fuppofed irremediable, ‘This cure has alfo proved the
advantage of adopting fimple methods, and varying
them according to circumftances.

In the preternatural anus, whether it be the confe-
quence of a penetrating. wound of the. abdomqn, or
confequent to hernia with gangrene, there can only
be two ftates of the inteftine effendially different from
each other; one of thefe, and which indeed moft ge-
nerally occurs, is when a part of the circumference
of the gut is divided; and the other, when the divi-
fion has been complete.
: In
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_ inboth cafes, from the procefs'of inflammation, the
edges of the divided portion of this canal unite with the
cdges of the integuments and furrounding parts; (this
circumftance uniformly takes place, nor has it been
difproved by a fingle fact; ) and, from this time, the
parieties of the abdomen, if they are entire, will
form a fupplement to the portion of" the canal, which
has been deftroyed, and the foeces will be voided by
. the anus, unlefs the portions of the inteftine, by their
mode of adhefion, thould form an angle fuficienty. a-
cute to ftop them in their progrefs.

The wound in the abdomen, from its aﬁ‘bldma an
eafier and fhorter iffue to the faeces than if they had to
pafs through the whole circumvolutions of the intel=
tines; and the difeafed ftate of that canal, are the ef-
ficient caufes of the preternatural anus, thatis to fay,
of the foecal difcharge from the abdomen. But there
is another fecondary caufe, not lefs powerful in its ef-
fect : this is the contraction which takes place in,that
part of the inteftine correfponding to the reGtum. But
are thefe caufes fufficiently powerful to preclude the af-
fiftance of art? * The firft, that is to fay, the opening of
the abdomen, is certainly not an invincible obftacle, be-
caufe in hernia, attended with gangrene, the feeces often
take their natural courfe after éaﬁin_g through the abdo-
minal opening, and Mr, Default is of opinion that this '
accident of a- preternatural anus does not occur fo fre- |
quently after thefe cafes as formerly, which certainly
may be attributed to the prefent methodical and at-
tentive manner of drefling wounds of this de- -
{eription. A tent, anfwering the intention of a plug, -

i might
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might fupply the defe&t of continuity in the parietes of
the abdomen. ~ But this is not all; the portions of the
inteftine often form an angle at the part where the fe-
paration has taken place,
- This angle affords more or lefs refiftance to the
paflage of the foeces, (agreeable to the remark of Mr.
Morand,) according as it is more or lefs acute, and
there is no method of renuoving this obftacle, but by
enlarging the angle, formed by the fegments of the
inteftine, by feparating them from each other, Mr,
Default is of opinion that long tents made of linen,
introduced and fixed into the two ends of the inteftine,
wiil anfwer the indication, by bringing together gradu-
ally the divided portions of inteftine in a ftrait line.
By this plan, he thinks the upper end of the portion of
jnteftine, correfponding with the reftum, will be di-
lated, and thus the foeces will gradually take their na-
tural courfe.® , s

The methods here recommended may perhaps be
the means of reftoring to fociety a number of thofe af-
fected with the above-mentioned complaint, even fup-
pofing that a cure cannot ever be effe@ed, which the
cafe of the failor abfolutely contradiéts. - No inconve-
nience can arife from the agtempt; and patients, who
have fubmitted to this treatment, have been able to re--
tain at will the alimentari matter, and of courfe were in
no danger of dying of inanition, and, at the fame time,
have been exempt from the ferious and fometimes
fatal confequence of ftrangulation.

*# Acad. de Chir. et Acad. de Sciences, p. 249,
: The
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The Sailor, whofe Cq/’e has been related, returned 1o the
Hitel Diew ir a Situation extremely unexpecied.

OR the fpace of five months after his difmiffion
F from the hofpital, he was in every particular per-
fe@tly well, nor had he experienced the flighteft incon-
venience,  His ftools flill continued their natural courfe.
Prefiming he had nothing to apprehend, he accul-
tomed" himfelf to violent exercife. and ' exertions of
perfonal ftrength, to prove his vigour to his fellow-
countrymen, who had feen him in his former deplo-
rable fituation a few months fince. — This conduét
was attended with very ferious confequenccs._‘ In at-
tempting to lift a cafk of wine for a \}vagera his ban-
dage ‘broke: as it was attended with no pain, it did
not at the time excite his attention, nor prevent him
from winning his wager. He walked for two hours
afterwards with a handkerchief round his waift. = The
inteftine was engaged in the abdominal aperture, (which
was ftill open,) and protruded about fix inches in the
fpace of an hour, that tranfpired, before he arrived
home.  After he had attempted the reduétion him-

felf, "he called in the affiftance of the furgeons in the
neighbourhood, whofe endeavours were equ‘a]ly unfuc-
cefsful.  This was on the 4th of March,

“In this fituation he returned to Paris. Unable to
bear the motion of a cart, he was obliged to watk,
and to have a veffel between the thighs to receive the
feeces.  The fwelling and pain he experienced com-

pellcd~
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pelled him to apply for affiftance at the different hof-

pitals in his way to Paris, where he arrived, and was

admitted into the Hotel Dieu on the 31ft of March.

The next day, as his pulfe was full and plethoric, he

was ordered to be bled. = The tumour was equally .
hard, though lefs in fize, as when he firft applied for

affiftance, fix months before this period. ~Compref-

fion, in the fame manner as before, was continued for

fix days. Itis pofiible that the reduction might have

been effe¢ted fooner, but Mr. Default withed, previ-

ous to its attempt; that the parts thould regain their

natural ftate. It was reduced with the greateft eafe,

and its re-protrufion prevented by proper comprefies,

affifted by the application of an elaftic bandage. Symp-

toms of naufea and vomiting came ‘on fubfequent to

the replacement of the inteftine, but ceafed in a-

bout two hours, after fome flight colicky fenfations

that preceded a copious and very loofe ftool.  The

next night and following day he was attacked with-
diarfhcea, which continued till the fecond day, when

the foeces became tolerably confiftent; and, on the

gth of April, no feeces paffed by the abdominal a--
perture, and he was, in every particular, as well as be-

fore his relapfe.

Mr. Default mentions two cafes that were at that
time in the Hotel Dieu, different in their nature, yet
both of them complicated ; one, at the time of wri=
ting this memoir, voided his feeces by the anus:  the
difcharge from the abdominal aperture was trifling, and
every circumftance announced a fpeedy and fuccefsful

termination,
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Eufe of & Lusation of the Foot outwards, and of ihé
 Apragelus upward and forward.

[By Mz PI;AIGE»TAND, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieuw. ]

ETER Phifte; agardencr; on the 28th of Feb.
P1788 fell: from the top of a tree, about 24 feet
in height. The whole weight of his body prefled
on his left foot; under which was a vound middling-
fized ftone. He felt fomething tedr in his foot, which
was accompanied with exquifite pain: his fufferings
were aggravated by attempting to rife; and he was

under the neceflity of waiting tll he had affiftance:
to remove him to bed. The furgeon that was fent
for, confidering it as-a very ferious accident, adyi-
fed him to apply to the Hétel Dieu, where he was
admitted twelve hours after the accident, The back of
the foot was direfted outwards, and its external fide:
downwards,  The inferior part of the os caleis an-
fwered to the inferior extremity of the tibia; the
aftragalus was felt under the integuments, before the'
tibia, above the os cuboides and the laft cuniform
bone, and admitted of being eafily moved. The lheel
was turned outwards, and the tendo  Achilles fituated:.
behind the fibula. The' pain that the patien't» endured
was:exquifite. s
Mr. Default, emboldened by the beC@fS he had. .
met with in fimilar cafes, did not hefitate to: attempt
the:
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the redu@tion. The patient was laid upon his back,

- whilft an affiftant held the fuperior part of the leg,

with the intention of maintaining a counter-extenfion
whilft another kept up an extenfion, by embracing
with his right hand the back of the foot, and with:
his left the pofterior part of the heel; and, by this
conduét, the foot was brought back to its natural

* firuation without much difficulty.  The aftragalus

refted on the back 'of the foot. To reduce it, the
extenfion was augmented, till there was a fufficient
{pace between the tibia and os: calcis to admit of the
aftragalus. Then the furgeon embraced the foot with
the palms of his hands, whilt he pufhed in the aftragalus
by the affiftance of his thumbs. The reduction. tools
place without noife, and it was kiown to have taken
place,: by the fhape of the foot, its admitting of
motion, and by the fubfidence of pain.

Comprefles of aq. vegito were applied, the leg
and foot placed as a fraure: from the flate of

. the pulfe, it was thought proper- to bleed him. The

pains towards evening were a little aggravated, but
gave way to fomentations of the aq. veg. renewed

. every two hours.

On the next day, there was a little ecchymofis at the
ankles, and the fwelling of the foot a little increafed
fince the evening before, The pulfe yet indicated
the propriety of two more bleedings, which was
done on the third and fourth day. On the sth, the
patient fuffered little ; and, as the fwelling was dimi-
nithed, the frequency of fomentation was difcontinued
but, the pains returning, they were again had recourfe

10, -






Cafe cf Jpuricus Aneurifm of the brachial /rle; p
cured by an Operation.

N the tft of Jarvary, 1797, 4t midnight, M.

- Default was called in by a furgeon,  who, two
hours before, in opening the bafilicic vein, had the
misfortune to wound the brachial artery.” From the
acecount of all who were prefent at the operation, the
blood came out by jerks, with much force, and was
thrown to 2 confiderable diftance. They obferved it was
of a vermilion colour, that a great quantity was dif-
charged in a little time, and that much difficulty was
experienced in ftopping it. -~ Below the bending of the
elbow, 'a tumour was obferved of confiderable extent,
deep, and foft: the integuments were of their natural
¢colour. ‘This tumour pulfated at the fame time with
the artery, and thefe pulfations feemed to extend from
the entre of the tumour to all points of its circumfe-
rence;

Convinced, from thefe circumftances, of the exift-
ence of a primitive fpurious aneurifm, Mr. Default
conceived, that, as compreflion had been ufed in fome
cafes with fuccefs, in this inftdnce it might be em-
ployed to advantage. In confequence; he applied, o-
ver the part that had been pricked; graduated thick
compreffes, that the preffure might be confiderable,
which he retained on the part by a bandage three ells
in length and three fingers in breadth: he paffed it in
the fame way as in bleeding, except with a greater de-

1% gree
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gtee of tightnefs, and paffed more of it “Bove ang
below the bending of the elbow. During three days
that this bandage was worn, the patient was able to
fleeps but, in confequence of the confiderable fwel-
ling of the fore-arm, from the tightnefs of the ban-
dage, it was removed, and another more loofely ap=
plied ; which was paffed on the fore-arm as far as the
hand.

{olved to attempt a mode of compreflion exempt
from the inconvenience ufually attendant on the ordi-
nary method. Fo anfwer this intention, he ufed a hol-
low tin machine, lining the cavity with foft cufhions:
it formed an obtufe angle at the clbow, to admit of the
arm and fore-arm being in a ftate’ of flexion. = This:
machine was of a fufficient length to extend from one-
third' of the fuperior part of the arm as far as'the

The fwelling and tenfion foon diminifhed, but, o
the eighth day, he experienced confiderable pain,
which produced the fame fymptoms as before. Mr.
Default, defirous of avoiding a ferious operation, re-

wrift, and fufficiently wide to cover the pofterior half

of the parts juft mentioned.

On this machine; the bandage was re-applieds
‘This method, without the preffure on the opening of

the artery being diminifhed, rendered the compreflion

on the other parts quite trifling; for, the machine, on

which the turns of the bandage was expended, ha-

ving paffed over the artery, formed every-where an

equal defire of preffure; and, in fuch a manner, that"

the artery might be ftrongly comprefied, without ap~
prehenfion of any fwelling of the fore-arm,

A}L 5
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All the advantages of this contrivance were not dex
fived in confequence of the fatnefs of the patient; and
the effufed blood, which was trifiing in the early
part of the complaint, had infenfibly extended along
the anterior part of the fore-arm behind the aponeu-
rofis, where it was confiderable’: at the inferior part
of the arm it was much lefs. The integuments, that
covered the tumour at the part where the orifice was -
made, were livid and yellow ; in the adjoining parts,
the lealt motion of the hand produced confiderable
pain.

The patient, worn out with the tedioufnefs of the
complaint, wifhed ardently for an operation, which
he fuppofed would terminate in a cure.  Thefe cir-
cumftances, together with the impoffibility of pre-
venting the farther effufion of blood by any other
method, determined Mr. Default to make a ligature
on the artery, which was done fixteen days after the

accident.
The bed was placed in the moft favourable fitua-

! tion, with refpect to the light; and the patient’s head

v

and breaft a little elevated by pillows, and the found
arm turned from the light: the affeéted arm was
held at fome diftance from the trunk, and the fore-
arm kept ina ftate of extenfion, and the part to be
operated on turned upwards. An affiftant, on the

" right hand of Mr. Default, c0mpreﬁ"cd the axillary

artery, as it paffes behind the clavicle over the firft rib,
by means of a cufhion, which he held in his right
hand; and, with his left hand, prefled another cufhion
agamﬁ the fame artery as it pafics under the hollow

! Pa of
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an opportunity of fecuring the artery, if the frft
thould by any accident get loofed. Two other
ligatures were then pafied below the opening of the
artery; the one next to the binding of the arm was
fecured, and the other left loofe, as a provifionary li-
gature in cafe of accident.

Thefe ligatures, above and below the orifice, were
drawn fufficiently tight to prevent hemorrhage, but
ftll there was a little difcharge of blood when the
compreffion was taken off, which probably came from
a collateral branch, f{ituated . between the two liga-
tures. It was. fecured by including the orifice of the
artery itfelf in a third ligature, larger than the other
two. ‘

Mr. Default, after carefully cleaning the wound

from the grumous blood, feparated the ligatures that
were tied from thofe that were left as provifionary
ones, and left them on the outfide. The wound was
lightly dreflfed with lint dipped in colophony, and, o-
ver the whole, Mr. Default paffed a bandage drawn
. moderately tight. ‘
Thc patient, who fupported the operation with he-
. roic courage, was then put to bed, and the arm repo-
fed on a foft pillow, and placed in fuch a manner,
that the' elbow was lower than the band and the fi-
_ perior part of the arm. The part was covered with a
- warm linen cloth frequently doubled.

The reft of tlie day he was tolerably eafy, and was
. reftlefs only a little towards the evening, from a prick-
.ing fenfation he felt about the elbow. 'In the courfe

of thé night the dreflings were flightly tinged with a
, Phs {erous
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ferous difcharge/, which is generally confequent to' o<
perations of this nature. ~ To be perfetly fatisfied,
however, Mr. Default changed the compreffes.  The
next evening the pulfe was a little raifed : he was at
this time fubje@ to a cough with retention of us
vine, for which he was obliged to wear a hollow bou-
gie of the elaftic gum. On the third day, the fmell
of the dreffings indicated an approaching fuppuration :
at this time, there was litdle fever: he flept part of
the night.  The next night he did not fleep equally
well, from his cough being rather troublefome, ac-
companied with a {light indigeftion, occafioned from
eating fome rice cream.

By the fifth day, fome doffils of lint, at the bottom
of the wound, were detached by fuppuration, which
were replaced by others. The upper ligature fell' off
the next day, without a droP of blood being effufed ;
the fuppuration was abundant and of a good quality ;
and, as the fwelling of the fore-arm fubfided, be.gra-

dually regained the motion of his hand. The pulfa-

tions of the radial artery, which were at firft feeble,.‘_-:v_:
recovered their natural force : thie patient already took

folid nourithment, and recovered his ftrength fuffici-

ently faft to get up in eight days after the operation. |

On the tenth day, the middle ligature was cut, as it
admitted of being moved; but the lower one re=
mained fixed, On the thirteenth, the bottom of the
_{uperior part of the wound healed extremely faft,
and was nearly on a level with the edges of the
wound, but the inferior angle had a very different ap-
pearance ; and, when the fore-arfn was paffed from

= below
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below upwards, there was‘a confiderable difcharge of
matter. Its accumulation was prevented by the inter-
pofition of a doffil of lint, which kept the edges of
the wound feparate from each other. The fuppura-
tion foon diminifhed, and it was now deemed fufficient
to drefs the wound once inftead of twice a day ; and,
to give greater freedom to the fore-arm, all compref-
fes were left off, and a fimple bandage applied immedi-
ately over the lint. At this period the patient was rather
deprefled in his fpirits, and experienced fome uneafi-
nefs in his bowels. From the ufe of fome herb broth
fome bilious evacuations were procured, but ftill the
digeftive organs were deranged. Two grains of eme-~
tic tartar, given in a confiderable quantity of drink,
produced a better effect; and a purganve emulfion,
taken two days afterwards, completed the cure.

A few days after, the fuppuration at the fuperior
part of the arm entirely ceafed, and the inferior part
of the wound began to cicatrize. ‘The twenty-third
day, the patient went out of the houfe for the firlt
time ; the motions of flexion and extenfion of the
. fore-arm and hand were performed without inconve-
nience. The difpofition to eicatrization feemed," at
this time, to diminith, and the granulations became
pale and luxuriant, and, to remove this to give them
tone, they were touched with the lapis infernalis ; and,
by the 41ft day, the operation of the wound was
perfectly healed.

e Obfervations
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force than is fufficient to expel the urine: from this
arifes retention.

We fhall not repeat here the diagnoftic figns of re-
tention which depend on weaknefs of the biadder: by .
the commemorative fymptoms only we can diftin-
guifh it from that which is occafioned by old age.

The prognoftic is more favourable than the pre-
ceding;; for, if the patient has a good conftitution,
and not in the laft ftage of marafmus, this retention

‘may be radically cured. The elaftic gum catheter left

in the bladder is one of the moft powerful means em-
ployed for the cure of this complaint : it not only af-
fords an eafy paffage to the urine, and excites the irri-
tability of the bladder, by ftimulating its mufcular fi-
bres, but its conftant prcfcncc in the urethra prevents
the patients fiom indulging that depraved paffion,
which was the original caufe of their misfortune ;. be-

fides, the irritation produced by the catheter is even

progagatcd to the vafa deferentia, gives tone to thefe
canals, the relaxation of which produced the frequent
emiffions that took place on the flighteft exertion, ot
effort to go to ftool : for this fingle reafon, thefe elaf-
tic bougles thould be had recourfe to, to cure the weak-
nefs occafioned by the lofs of fcrnen, even if rctcntlon
did not exift.

Medicated bougies have been employed with this
Intention; but they are fubje¢t to many inconve-
niences.  Firft, the ointment that is added is ufelefs ;

for, from experience, we learn that the effe@ they

produce is to be attributed to their prefence in the
wrethra, as an extraneous body, and not to the nature

of
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of any medicament entering their compofition, ex-
cepting thofe of a cauftic or efcarotic nature, - Secondly,
thefe bougies, lefs in fize at the ends that enter the
bladder, do not fill up that part of the urethra, where
the vafa deferentia terminate, confequently they do
not effeGtually oppofe the evacuation of the' {femen.

Thirdly, they cannot be conftantly worn, but are o- |

bliged to be withdrawn every time the patient has oc-
cafion to make water, which is inconvenient and ex-

penfive. Fourthly, they are fubjeét to break in the ure-

thra; and, if not well fecured to the penis, are apt to

flip into the bladder, The elaftic bougies are not lia-

ble to any of thefe objections.™ )

- But, while thefe local remedies are had Tecoutfe to,
the weak and relaxed ftate of the general fyftem fthould
be attended to. The cold bath, mineral waters, bark,
&c. form the bafis of this treatment, The effect of
thefe medicines fhould be feconded by the judicious
ufe of the fix non-naturals ; fuch as pure air, ﬁicﬁpu-
lent and light food, tranquil fleep, conftant exercile of

the body, moderate evacuations, and a proper regu-

* This' unfortunate accident happens too frequently. Mr,
Default has feen many inftances ; and, for a cafe of this nature, he
invented a pair of pincers in a fheath, bent like a catheter, with a
view of extratting this extraneous body, by the way of the urethra.
On the dead he fucceeded, but was not equally fortunate in the pa=
tient for whom this inftrument was exprefsly inyented, The ex-
treme fenfibility of the bladder would not admit of the neceffary
refearches 3 and, to effect the extradtion, he was obliged to cut him
in-the fame manner as for the fione.,

lation
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Yation of the paffions of:the mind, particularly that
which has produced the malady in queftion.

Retention of Urine, produced by the Abufe of Diuretics.

HE immoderate ufe of either warm or cold diu-

retics equally tend to produce this difeafe.
The firft, by not fufficiently ftimulating the fibres of
the bladder, produces relaxation ; the fecond deftroys,
by ufe, the fenfibility of that vifcus. In this laft cafe,
the bladder, accuftomed to the action of irritating di-
uretics, is not capable of fufficient contraction, when
the afe of other remedies is relinquifhed.

It muft be allowed, that this reafon is more fpecu-
lative than practical, nor can we fupport it by any one
cafe ; but ftill it may be fomething analogous to the
effe@s of warm liquors on the ftomach. -

Retention of urine, occafioned by the ufe of diu-
retics, cannot be diftinguithed from that confequent
to debauchery and old age, but from the coniciouf-
nefs of drinking confiderable quantities previous to
any derangement of the excretory organs.
~ The local treatment fhould be the fame as in the
retentions ‘we have before treated of ; and, if the in- -
troduétion of the hollow bougie is not fufficient to re-
194 call
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call the fenfibilicy of the bladder and excite its con<
tracion, we thould have recourfe to the cold bath;
ice-water thrown on the abdomen, the perinzeum, and
the fuperior parts of the thighs ; comprefics, dipped in
vinegar, applied to thefe parts; dry frictions on the
hypogaftric regioh, with wolatile liniment, or tinéture
of cantharides.

If thefe means are not fufficient to reftore the con-
traétile force of the bladder, a large blifter thould be
applied on the loins and the fuperior part of the os fa-
crym. As the objeé, by the application of this blif-
ter; is only to ftimulate the fibres of the bladder, we
do not with it to fuppurate, confequently the cuticle
ought not to be raifed, but {oft linen fhould only be
applied to the part. In a few days, the application
of the blifter may be re-applied on the fame part.
We have not had occafion to employ them in thefe
cafes, but are perfuaded they would be attended with
fuccefs. ; R

of Retention of Urine, dej)eﬂfizz-nt an Aﬁﬂ)‘ml éf the
Nerves of the Bladder. :

FVHESE nerves may be affected at their origin, or
_in:their courfe.  Injuries of the brain are rarely
followed with ‘tetention of ‘urine, but:are ofteniconfes
2 q_uent
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quent to injuries of the fpinal marrow. Commoticn
of the medullary fubftance from blows or fhocks on
' the vertebre, its diftenfion from diflocations or frac~
tures of the fpine, &c. its compreflion by bloed, pus,
or water, effufed in the vertebral canal, by the fivell-
ing of the bones of the vertcbre themfelves, and their
different difeafes ; thefe ar¢ fo many caufes of this
{pecies of retention. It may alfo be produced by tu-
mours comprefling the nerves in different parts in
their pafiage to the bladder. The compreflion of the
whole of thefe nerves is not neceflary to produce re-
tention, the compreffion of a few filaments will wealc-
en the aftion of that vifcus.

‘When retention of urine is produced by an aﬁcéhon
of the {pinal marrow, infenfibility and weaknefs of the
lower extremities are always the concomitant {ymp-
toms.  The patients fuffer little, are ignorant of their
fituation, and complain of no derangement of the uri-
nary organs.

L he furgeons, aware that this accident is: extremely
common in thefe difeafes, fhould inquire if the courfe
of urine is interrupted, and fatisfy himfelf of this fact
by preflure on the region of the bladder, or by pafling
a catheter,

"This fpecies of retention, fuppofing no pre-exiftent
difeafe of the bladder, is purely {fymptomatic; and is
in itfelf of little moment; but the caufe producing

it is of the moft dangerous dcfcupmon Affeétions of
- the {pine, complicated with injuries of the {pinal mar-
row, are often mortal. It is eafy to evacuate the us
rine by the introduétion of the catheter, but this re-

medy
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medy s only palliative, nor will the bladder ever re=
cover its contractile power, till the caufe producing
the debility is removed. To this object the attention
fhould then be direted; and the treatment fhould be
varied according to the nature and extent of the
difeafe. $

It is the pratice of Mr. Default, in injuries of the
{pine, with affections of the {pinal marrow, to apPly
cupping-glafies with the fcarificator.  This practice
has® been attended with the beft fuccefs, and, though
pethaps too much extolled by the ancients, has cer-
tainly been negletted by the moderns. It is cer-
tainly one of the moft powerful means of procuring a
revulfion that furgery poffeffes. It is the practice of
Mr. Default to apply 4 or 5 cupping-glafles on the
part or in the neighbourhood, and to multiply the fca-
rifications in proportion to the ftrength of the pa-
tient.  This operation he repeats in the courfe of the
day, and continues its application for fome follow-
ing days; and, when the weaknefs of the patient fir-
bids the ufe of the fearificator, the dry cupping-
glaffes are only applied. Mr. Default, in curvatures -
of the fpine, combined' with caries and deftruction of
the bodies of the vertebra, prefers the ufe of moxa
(fo enthufiaftically praifed by Mr. Poteau) to the
blifters and cauftics, recommended by Mr. Pott, in
his publication on that fubject.

Rerention
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Retention of Urine from Diftenfion of the Fibres, of the
: Bladder.

THIS {pecies of retention may be termed fecon-

dary, as it is always preceded and produced

by a retention arifing from a different caufe; but its

proximate caufe is merely the weaknefs and lofs of ir-

ritability, occafioned by the too great diftenfion of its

mufeular fibres : for this reafon we often obferve that

thofe perfons are fubjett to this difeafe, who, from

idlenefs, bafhfulnefs, or inattention, neglect attend-

ing to the firft defire they may feel to make water, or,

by an obftrution in the urethra, are prevented from

completing their intention. But, even if this obftruc-

tion is removed, this vifcus, weakened by the ex-
treme dilatation of its coats, cannot contract with force
adequate to procure the complete evacuation of the

urine.

, The indication of cure is fimple. ~We have not, .
as in other cafes of retention, any other complaint to
encounter ; and, the urine being evacuated by the ca-
theter left in the bladder, this vifcus generally regains
its tone and elafticity: its effe€ls may be feconded by
the ufe of warm diuretics, tonic injetions, &c. "Be-
fore the ufe of the catheter is relinquithed, we muft
be fatisfied that the bladder is capable of emptying it-
{elf of all the urine contained in its cavity ; for, with-
out this caution, we fhould be uncertain when it would

regain
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and enfecbled. Mr. Default remarks, that, in diffec-
tions, inflamed inteftines are gcnerall)'i found diftended,
inftead of being contracted on themfelves.

Plethoric habits and: thofe of a bilious tcmperamcnt
are peculiarly fubject to this fpecies of retention ; it is
often produced by drinking fpirituous liquors, the a=
bufe of warm diuretics, the internal exhibition or ex- -
ternal application of cantharides, &c.

This fpecies of retention’ appears fuddenly, and is
known by the following fymptoms: a frequent defire
to make water, acute pain in the region of the blad-
der, which is propagated to the regions of the kid-
neys, affeCting the whole courfe of the urethra, as
far as the extremity of the glans: this pain is confide-
rably augmented by the efforts neceffary for the expul-
fion of the urine. The pulfe is hard and frequently
accompanied with other fymptoms of fever ; the pain
is confiderably aggravated from preffure on the hypo=
gaﬁnc region. The catheter, in thefe cafes, is ge-
ncrally cafily introduced, but exquifite pain generally
arifes from the contaét of this inftrument with the coats
of the bladder. The urine is red and indicative of
inflammation; and the {ymptoms, attendant on other
{pecies of retention, in thefe cafes are not be re-
marked. -

Thefe cafes require’ immediate affiftance. It is
necq[Tary to evacuate the urine, whofe prefence
is a conftant exciting caufe of irritation, The
introdu@ion of the inftrument requires fome ad-
drefs, particularly to avoid touching the coats of
the bladder, which at this tme are exquifitely

G fenfible.
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incifion was begun from the hollow of the axilla,
The furgeon held one of the fides of the external an=
ole of the wound with the index-finger and the
.thumb'of the left hand; and, whilft the other angle
was raifed by an affiftant, he diffected cautioufly the
integuments of the axilla, all he expofed the {chirrous
gland, which was about the fize of a nut.  He de-~
tached, partly with his finger and partly by diffe&tion,
the cellular fubftance that furrounded this gland, to ex=
pofe it more clearly to view. It was fituated on the
. axillary artery, and attached to it only by a fhort pedi-
cle, at the centre of which the pulfation of the artery
could be diftinétly fele. A ligature was paffed round
the bafe of this pedicle, previous to the extirpation
of the gland; without this precaution, it would have
been difficult to eheck any hazmorrhage that might
have occurred ; for, if the veflels, diftributed to thefe
glands, had been divided near their origin, they might
have retratted on a level with the tumour of the ax-
illary artery; and, for this rcafon, could not péfiibly
be fecured.

In the courfe of the treatment of this cafe, no cir-
cumftance worth mentioning occurred.  An iffue was
made in the left arm fometime after the wound was
cicatrized.  She was difcharged from the hofpital per-
feGtly cured, on the gth of Q¢tober, 1789, ﬁfty two.
days after the operation.

This woman returned to the hofpital, fix months
afterwards, to haye fome fungoﬁtles, that had
grown round her iffue, attended to: they were de-
ftroyed with the lapis infernalis. From the time of,

hez
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her difcharge the had enjoyed a moft perfet ftate‘of
health, :

Cafe of a firangulated Hérné’a,, #weduced without an

i Operation.

[By Mr. BoureT, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

ETER Marlet, an old man, 66 years of age,

but of a good conftitution, had been afficted
from his infancy with an omental hernia, which paffed
out of the right abdominal ring, and defcended into
the ferotum. Tt had not been reduced for 20 years,
He wore an 1ll-conftructed trufs, which was originally
made for him, and the {pring of which had been
broke for many years.

He went through his ufual occupations without
the leaft attending to his complaint, But, on the 3bth
of September, 1790, towards noon, in attempting
to lift a heavy burthen Trom the ground, he fuddenly
heard a noife, as if fometiing broke in his belly,
which was fucceeded by a fort of rumbling noife in_
the bowels. He felt inftantly an acute pain about the
abdominal ring ; and, placing his hand on the part, he
found the fize of his hernia had increafed one-

Q 3 third.u
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thj'rd.\ Symptoms. of naufea came on immediately,
and were fucceeded by bilious vomitings, which con~
tinued during the night,” and were more frequent
towardse the morning. The matrer difcharged by
the mouth was of a blackifh colour, and fimelt
ftrongly of feeces; independant of this, he was af-
flied with conftant hiccups. His neighbours,
frightened at ‘thefe fymptoms, had him conveyed to
the Hotel Dieu at 5 o’clock in the morning.

The belly was tenle and painful, a large tumour on
the outfide of the fpermatic cord, extended from
the abdominal ring into the ferotum, the fkin of
which was tenfe, inflamed, fmooth, and fhining.

There were two circumftances worthy of remark
in this tumour: inferiorly, it was unequal, denoting the
prefence of omentum ; and, fuperiorly, for the {pace
of 3 or 4 inches, it was {fmooth and equal, and; on
prefiure, flatus could be diftinétly felt, From thefe
circumftances there was no doubt of the defcent of the
inteftine,  On this portion of the tumour he had'ap-
plied his bandage with all the force he was capable 3
but, fortunately, he was putin the warm bath the mo=
ment of his admiffion. He could fupport it only for-
three-quarters of an hour, and certainly derived little
advantage from its ufe,

The difpofition to vomit fubfided fome time after,
M Defauit here remarks, that he had not drunk
any thing.for a confiderable ime. He was put itq, -
‘bed, and laid in a horizontal pofture ; the head a little
raifed, and the thighs flightly bent on the pelvis, and
a pillay introduced between the hams.  An enema

; was
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Was aaminiftered, which brought away a confiderable
quantity of hard feeces from the large inteftines. A
large poultice was applied over the whole furface of
the tumour, and a decoction of dog’s tooth, f{weetened
with firup of lemon, Was ordered as a drink : from Tis
difpofition to vomit, he was direCted to take a
~ {poonful at 3 time. The niufea during the morning
in fome degree ceafed, but the hiccups continued in
their full frequency and force the whole morning. In
the evening vifit, the tumour was found lefs tenfe and
painful; there’ was little naufea, and the hiccups,
which for 24 hours had accompanied every expiration,
left now an interval of a minute between each.

The warm bath, the enema, and the cataplafm,
were again employed, and renewed the next day in the
morning, The tenfion of the abdomen now difap-
peared, and the tumour was fufficiently foft in the
_evening to admit of reduction by a flight degree of
preffire. An enema, that was adminiftered in the
eveling, brought away much bilious matter and a quan-
tity of meat half digefted, that he had eaten a littlc be-
fore the accident, :

The omental part of the hernia had dzrmmfhed a

little in fize, but there was ftill a fulnefs about the
inteftine ‘that prevented its return in the. abdomen.
Poultices, continued fox many days, foftened it gradu-
ally, and by degrees the reduction was effected. The
patient, who till now had no evacuations but thofe
" produced by enemas, had a natural copious evacuation
the following night. The abdominal ring was confi-
derably dilated, and the flighteft motion produced a

Q. 4 : re=
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re-protrufion of the omentum, the treturn of which:
was rendered rather difficult, by a violent cough which,
he had at this period. The hernia was at length kept
up by the obfervance of a horizontal pofture : gradu-
ated and thick comprefies kept on with the fpica ban-
dage, until a convenient claftic one fhould be made,
The cough foon went off; and the man was difcharged
the hofpital twelve days after his admiffion.

Cafes of oblique Fraffures of the inferior Extremity of the
Thigh, with § ¢paration o_f the Condyle;.

O 9o g

«

LAUDE Lagrange, a carrier, 31 years of age,

received a kick from a horfe on the internal
condyle of the left femur. On the 3d of Auguft,
1790, the pain he experienced compelled him to fit
down on fome ftraw that happened to bé near him.
He reached home, leaping on his right foot; but this
action aggravated his pain; for, at each ftep: that he -
made, the thigh bent at the inferior part alternately
before and behind. He was brought to the Hbtel
Dicu a few hours after the accident.

The
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The thigh, on examination, was found bent and

confiderably fhortened ; ‘there was litde fwelling at
the knee, although there was contufion with ecchy-
mofis. On viewing it tranfverfely, it had a firetched
appearance, and was more flattened from before
backward than the knee of the oppofite fide. The
patella-did not projeét fo much as in its nawral ftate ;
and, when preffed, funk between the cendyles; and,
on approaching the condyles, by prefling them:
againft each other, it was raifed. The condyles ad-
mitted of motion on each other when prefled by the
hand, could be feparated or moved in every direction
with the greateft eafe, and were accompanied with
crepitus.
" Thefe circumftances evidently proved that there
was a longitudinal fracture of the condyles. The
body of the femur was alfo fractured fuperiorly, de-
{cending in an oblique direction from above, five in-
ches above the external to within two inches of the
int@nal condyle; a fact of the truth of which the
furgeon was fatisfied by paffing his finger along the
femur,

The mufcles of the thigh, from their ftrong con-
traction, had drawn upwards that portion of the femur
connetted with the external condyle, and carried
inferiorly the fuperior, fragment of the bone; the
pointed edge of which had made a wound'in the inte-
guments, an inch and a half in length, on the infide of
the thigh, a little above the condyle.

The patient was undrefled and put carefully to bed,
(made of ftraw,) with a hard mattrefs underneath.

M,
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Mr, Défault obferves, that it was formetly the cuftom |
“in the Hotel Dieu to ufe feather as well as ftraw:
beds; but, from the inconveniences arifing from their
heat, and their yielding unequally in cafes of fracture,,
their ufe is now difcontinued, and hard mattrefies fub-
flituted in their reom. The dreflings having been:
vpxevmuﬂy difpofed on the bed, the furgeon proceeded
to examine the wound; and, after difengaging a piece
of fplintered bone, he proceeded to reduce the fractures.
in the following manner.

The counter-extenfion was made by fixing the pa—
tient to the head of the bed by proper bandages; and,
whil® one affiftant f{upported him under the axilla, a
fecond kept up an extenfion, by laying hold of the -
foot with one hand and the heel with the other, whilft
other affiftants fupported. the pelvis and the fuperior
pait of the limb, to prevent the parts being fhaken.
A little inconvenience was experienced from the con-
traction of the mulcles during the extenlion, and the.
bones were brought in a flate of appoﬁtlon without
any difficulty.

The parts were maintained in their fitvation by two
cireular comprefles, and by a bandage, f{imilar to that
of Scultetus;* and the inequalities of the limb filled

: ; up

% My. Default has fobftituted this bandage inftead of the one
with eighteen tails, and with fome advantage in frattures of the
- lower extremity. This bandage is formed of an indeterminate
number of diftinét bands, three inches, in w1dth and of length
fufficient to pafs twice round the limb. . It fhould be applied from
~ below upwards, in fuch a manner, thm; one fold fhould be covered:

two-
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up with coarfe linen, and the whole fupported by twa
ftrong fplints unequal in their length and about three
inches in width, and the whole covered with drap
[fanon. s

The dreffings, as before obferved, being difpofed
on the bed, were placed on the limb; they were wet -
with the aq. veg. and applied in the following manner s
whilft the extenfion was kept up by affiftants, the two
circular comprefles were made to crofs each other.
forwards, one on the knee and the other on the infe-
rior part of the thigh, The bandage was then applied
from the fuperior part of the leg to the upper
part of the thigh: the fides were then filled up as
before with foft linen. The fplints were then applied,
one on the infide, ‘and the other externally, in fuch a’
manner, that the preflure thould be equal at all points.
The edges’ of the drap fanon were then brought o-
ver the limb; and properly fecured by means of tapes
care was taken to tighten them f{ufficiently near the
fratured parts, and to tie the knots on the outfide of
the fplints, to prevent the inconvenience of prefiure.
The fplints defcended fufficiently low to be on a level
with the fole of-the foot, but the oufide fplinc was
confiderably longer and reached as high as the chrif-
ta of the ilium, whilft the internal one extended on-
ly to the fuperior part, of the thigh. The upper end

two-thirds in its width by the fucceeding one, forming a kind of
Toller, which is applied exatly to the part, covering it throughout
its whole extent. The degree of compreffion can be varied at will,
and can be tightened or loofened, like the eighteen-tail bandage,
withont moving the fracture, ‘

of
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of the outfide fplint was tied with -a napkin round.
the pelvis, and properly fecured by pins. In this
manner the fragments of the bone were retain-
ed; buf in a fraure fo complicated and oblique,
liztle hope was entertained that it could poflibly refift
the effect of mufcular contraétion.

In the Hotel Dieu, means hdve been fuccefsfully
employed, for thefe taree laft years paft, to counter-
aét the effett of the contraction of mufcles in cafes of
fraGture. Mr. Default here fpeaks of permanent ex-
tenfion; a method reprobated by the generality of
praétitioners, as fubjet to inconveniences, which Mr. -
Default remarks he has never obferved-in the very
confiderable numbers of patients fubmiitted to the trial,

The panent was already fo fixed to the head of the
bed by proper bandages round the body and under
the axilla, that the trunk could not defcend. TFhe
indication then left was to prevent the thigh bending
on the pelvis; which was eafily effeéted, by placing:
thick compreffes behind the thigh, and paffing, above
the maleoli, the middle of a bandage, the ends of
which were croffed on the back of" the foot, then
tied at the fole, and fixed to the foot-board of the
bed. ) ‘

This extenfion, o far from producing inconvenience
to the patient, afforded him inftant eafe. He was fa-
tigued from the jolting he experienced in his way to
the hofpital, but was free from fever: no, medicine
but 2 diluting ptifan was ordered, and he was left to
enjoy his reft, which he ftood much in need of; The
next day, his fymptoms, in every particular, were

. remarkably
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remarkably mild; it was only neceffary to regulate
his diet, and to keep the parts moift with the aq. veg.
The day after, the fame plan was obferved; but, on
_ the 4th day, the loofenefs of the bandage,*from the
diminution of the fwelling, rendered its re-application
neceflary.  Suppuration began to take place in the
wound : it was dreffed in the fame way as on the firft
day, and the dreffings were rc—applicd with the fame
precautions.

The wound was drefied every two days till the fix-
teenth, when it was cicatrized. After, the dreflings
were not renewed but when they were loofe. The
parts were kept conftantly moift with the aqg. veg. and
care was taken that the bandages, which procured the
extenfion, were kept always tight.

The bandages, &c. were not totally left off till the
feventy-fifth day, though the callus was fufficiently
firm fomerime before that period: all the fragments
were united without deformity, and the thigh, within
a®ew lines, was as long as the one on the oppofite
fide ; but the {oft parts, round the articulation, were
confiderably thickened, and the patclla feemed to
form one piece with the femur.

Notwithftanding this, the motion of the limb was
foon reftored, by bending and extending alternately
the leg or the thigh, by means of a cuthion, which,
one day, was placed under the ham, and, the next day,
under the leg ; and by fhoving the patella, by means
of the fingers; in every poflible direftion. The pa-
tient was foon capable of exercifing it himfelf, and
was able to walk with the affiftance of crutches. The

; ftiffnefs
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fliffnefs of the joint foon fubfided, and, 1in three
weeks, he was capable of bending, ata right angle,
the leg on the thigh. He was difcharged from the
- hofpital at’ this time, with a certain affurance of foon
recovering, by means of exercife, the perfect ufe of
his joint. :

Cafe of a fraftured Thigh.
[By Mr. Lanzrrzz, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

RIGNAUD, a wornan, 83 years old, fell dows -

o ftairs on the 27th of Ofober, '1790, and

fractured the lower part of her right thigh, in a fimilar

direction to the preceding fracture. Thofe, who went

to her affiftance, fupported the middle of the thigh

in fuch 2 manner, that the lower part was bent by the
~ weight of the leg. '

This unfortunate woman was *thus brought to her
room, and placed croffivays on a bed, the edge of
which correfponded to the fractured part. In this
fituation fhe remained more than an hour, and-then
was brought from her lodging, which was on the third

ftory, (with as little precaution as they had fupported
: her
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her before,) and put in a hackney-coach, and cor
veyed to the Hotel Dieu. ;

She experienced the moft exquifite pain: there was

. a confiderable {welling of the thigh, which was thorter
by 4 inches: the end of the lower fragment of the
bone formed a projection at the internal and lower part
. of the thigh, and, above the upper fragment of the bone,
there was a hollownefs obferved, which defcended for-
wards as low as the articulation. The lower part of
the thigh was diftorted in fuch a manner, that the
external condyle was pufhed backwards, and the pa- ‘
 tella as well as the extremity was turned outwards. The
condyles admitted of motion in contrary direftions, and
were accompanied with crepitus, as in the laft cafe.

The mode of reduction was the fame as in the prece~
ding cafe, excepting that it was heceflary to turn the
knee and the point of the fogt inwards. The manner
of retention was precifely the fame, and the pain foon
fubfided after the application of the dreffings. As

 this woman, ‘in confequence of her age, and a pre-
\ vious indifpofition, was weak and infirm, the obfer-
| vance of a ftriét dict was deemed unneceffary. To-
. wards the evening the pain in her thigh had ceafed
entirely, but at night fhe was much inconvenienced:
by the bandage that was paffed round her breaft, in
confequence of a cough &nd afthma with which fhe
had been afflicted many years. This means of exten-
fion, for this reafon, was relinquifhed, and another
4 was employed that did not bear the leaft on the breaft,
It was effeted by the ufe of a long inflexible {plint,
extending from the chrifta of the ilium to 4 inches
below
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below the fole of the foot. This {plint was notched
at one of its ends, and pierced, at one inch from this
notch, with a tranfverfe hole, The oppofite end of
the fpiint was placed in the duplicature of the ban-
dage that was paffed round ‘the pelvisy in the fame
manner and in the fame place where the outfide
fplint was firft fituated. It was removed; and the
one in queftion applied in its ftead.

The bandage that had been paffed round the trunk
was retained in its pofition by two bands, which pafled
under the thighs and before the groins, over thick
compreffes ; and the band, on the fide that was
not injured, was pinned to the inferior partof the
bandage that was paffed round the trunk, and the o-
ther fecured by a knot, fixed on that end of the fplm:
cngaged in the fame bandage.

The dreﬁ}ngs applied on the limb were precifely
the fame as were employed the day before, when it
was neceﬂ'axy to tighten the tapes that retained the
dreffings. Inftead of fixing the band that furrounded
the foot to the bed-pofts, the end, that wason the
outfide, was paffed through the hole in the fplint, and |
the other placed in the notch, and fecured by a knot. |
After they had been drawn fufficiently tight by this
plan, the fame extenfion was kept up, without bear-
_ ing on the thorax. . .

The patient fupported this extenfion extremely
well, and without fuffering the leaft inconvenience,
nor was there a neceflity to remove the dreflings till
the 4th day, when the bandage became loofe from the
diminution of the fwelling.

Until
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Until the 36th day nothing particular occurred ; the
dreffings, from their imbibing urine, were frequently
changed. - At the end of this period union had taken
place, but the callus was not {ufficiently firm to admit of
the dreflings being totally left off. They were again
applied, nor removed till the soth day; and, though
the thigh was perfeétly firm, yet the furgeon thought it
expedient to keep up the extenfion of the dreffings
till the 66th day, when they were leftoff. This omif-
fion was followed with a {welling of the whole extre-
mity, that continued for fome days; nor could the pa-
tient get up till the 78th. On the 102d day fhe was
attacked with a flicht degree of fever, accompanied
with diarrheea, that continued for 16 days, and re-
duced her to the laft degree of weaknefs. The inferior
extremities were cedematous, and fwelled to twice
their natural bulk ; the abdomen and the fuperior ex-
tremity of the right fide were foon affected in a fimilar
way,, and the patient funk on the 153d day from her
admiffion. ‘The callus was foft, and the bones were
become fo fragile, that, on a flight effort to bind the
thigh, the neck of the right femur was fractured.
On diffeGtion, no circumftance appeared worthy of re-
mark, except the ftate of the femur: like all other
united fractures, it was furrounded with a thin, rough,
fubftance, like the fkin of a hog. It was divided in
three portions by two fractures; one oblique from
without inwards, and from behind forwards, that be-
gun four inches and & quatter above the bafis of the
external condyle, and extended near three inches from
the bafis of the internal condyle. The obliquity was

' R Sok more
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more remarkable behind than forwards, as the fuperior

fragment of the bone formed a flope of two inches
and three-quarters. The fecond - fratture was from
‘before bac kwards, and had divided lengthways the
inferior portion of the bone, and feparated the condyle
{o unequally, that the attachment of the crucial liga-
ments were at the internal fragments. The tranfverfe
thicknefs of this fragment was near two inches infe-
riorly, and fuperiorly near one inch and a half: the
length near three inches.  The bafe of the outfide
fragment was only two inches. thick, and terminated

at a point.  The length was four inches and a quarter.

Thefe two fragments perfe€tly united before and at

the articulation, where only a flight groove was to be
obferved. ~The internal condyle, however, projected.

a little motre forward than natural, nor was' the union
~at the pofterior part quite exact. The fuperior ex-
tremity of the internal fragment was fituated a quarter

of an inch more backward than the external fraGured
portion.

The fuperior fragment formed an irregular union,
before the other two fractured parts, of eight or ten |

lines ; a portion of fplintered bone, ten lines long and

eight wide, had been detached from its inferior part, |
and had there united pofteriorly. Between the fuperior |

fragment and_the inferior a feparation of ten lines was
obferved, filled up with callus, on the furface of which
the offious fibres were feen, taking an oblique direction
from  above downwards and from behind forwards.

This circumftance feems to prove, that the upper

{ragment had at firft united higher, and nearly in its
: : natural
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natural fituation, at the time that the thigh was kept
in a ftate of extenfion. Itis probable that the foften-
ed callus, in the laft ftage of her indifpofition, had
yielded to the action of the mufcles, and that the po-
fition of the fraftured parts had been changed; to
which may be attributed the oblique direction of
the offific fibres, as before remarked.

Frattures communicating with, or even in the
neighbourhood of, joints, are accidents of the moft
ferious defeription’s and in this particular Mr. Default
agrees with every prattitioner ; but fHill he is of opi-
nion, that they are not fo incurable as authors who
have written on the fubject feem to think, Their dan-
ger has been’ exaggerated, or probably may be with
juftice atibuted to the injudicious way in which they
have been treated. ;

The patients, whofe cafes have been juft related,
had each fractures; one, in the neighbourhood "of
the articulation, complicated with fplinters; and, in
the other, in the articulation itfelf.  The carrier, the
fubjec of the firft cafe, had, independent of the frac-
ture, a confiderable contufion on his knee, and a
wound in the integuments, formed by the portions of
the fractured bone. The woman, in the fecond ob-
fervation, was decrepid,‘ had been ill for two years,
and tormented with an afthma. She had fuffered
every motion that could tend to prick and bruife the

~ mufcles, ligaments, &c. Notwithftanding this, nei-
ther of thefe patients experienced any accident, the
R0 : pains
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pains fubfided a few hours after the application of the
dreffings, and the union took place equally foon as i
fractures of the moft fimple defeription. The man
{oon recovered the ufe of his limb, nor is a doubt to
be enteftained that the eafe of the woman would haye
fucceeded equally well; if fhe had not funk from ex-
treme weaknefs. , :

All writers, however, agree in deferibing, in the
moft hotrid colours, the fymptoms attendant on thefe
{pecies of fracture. The callus, agreeably to their

account, is diffufed in the cavity of the joint, the {y-

novia thickens, and the ligaments take on a difeafed
a&ion : thefe circumftances are followed with the moft
ferious confequences, and, in their opinion, ankilofis
is perhaps the moft favourable termination. Frac-
tures in the neighbourhood of joints are often extreme-
ly dangerous: ¢ Independent of the immobility and

ftiffnefs, the ligaments and the tendons become difea~

fed from the pain and inflammation, abfcefies, conyul-
fions, gangrene, often come on, and render amputa-

tion  neceflary to fave the life of the patient.” * |

¢ Compound fractures of - the thigh are generally

mortal, when near the articulations.” + Such is the

language of Heifter, and of all the writers who have’

swritten on fraftures.

As the patients, whofe cafes have been mcntioncd,
did not experience thefe fymptoms, is it not probablé,
or even certain, that the fuccefs was to be attributed

* Tnftit. de Chir. part 1ft, book 2d, chap, 1, No 5
. Id. ibid. chgp_ gth, No 9. .
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Cafe of o ﬁ)z)riou; Hernia occafioncd by an Hydatid of a
confiderable Size, cured by Excifion.

[By Mr. Manoury, Surgeon to the Hotel Diep.]

HE hiftory of fingular cafes, particularly of

‘thofe whofe ‘fymptoms are equivocal, fhould
be feduloufly collected, and will be read with peculiar
{atisfaction by thofe who take an intereft in their pro-
feffion. Of this defcription is the following cafe.—
The fymptoms were {ufficiently delufory and equivo-
cal to deceive a number of furgeons who attended
to the cafe.

Louifa Lataille, of St. Roch, aged 12 years, had
for feveral years a tumour in her right groin, which in-
creafed daily in fize. Whillt it remained {mall, “the
concealed the circumftance from her mother; nor did
fhe mention it till it.had grown to the fize of a hen’s
egg. A furgeon was confulted, who faid it was a
hernia, and ordered a trufs, The poverty of t_hé
parents not admitting of the expence, the was brought
to the Hotel Dieu, where it is the cuftom to give
truffes to thofe afflited with herniz. The tumour
was oval in its fhape, and extended immediately
- from the abdormnal ring to the labium of the fame
fides it was cxrcumfcrxbed A{mooth, and moveable,
without any alteration of colour in the integuments,

and
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and unattended with pain. It feemed to increafe in fize,
and to defcend, when the patient coughed or cried ;
and, when the ring was prefied on by the fingers, it
appeared to lengthen acrofs this aperture.

Thefe fymptoms were fufficient to lead to the
{ufpicion of the ‘exiftence of a hernia. Mr., Default
made fome attempts at the réduction, and it feemed
in fome meafure to yield to the preffure, and appear-
ed to diminifh in fize, but yet did not return. From
this circumftance Mr. Default entertained fome doubts
of its nature, but did not decifively determine that it
was not a hernia, as herniz frequently occur that are
irreducible from adhefions. By prefling the tumour
gently between the fingers, Mr. Default conceived
he felt a fluGtuation ; but even this is an equivocal
fign, as there is a quantity of ferofity often contained
in the hernial fac, that might give this fenfation : but,
on placing a light on one fide of the tumour, it
appeared perfeétly tranfparent throughout ijts whole
ext®nt; and, when drawn downwards by the hand, was
detached fufficiently from the abdominal ring ' te
leave a fpace between it and the tumour fufficiently
large to admit the finger, a proof that it had no con-
nection with the cavity of the abdomen.

This fa&t clearly proved the impoflibility of its
being a hernia; and, when conjoined with the cir-
cumftances of flutuation and tranfparency, left little
doubt of its nature. Mr, Default conceived it was
an aqueous tumour, of the ‘hydatid fpecies, which
might in fact be termed hydrocele, from the re-
{femblance it had to that difeafe. : S
R 4 He

L5
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He iuformed the mother that no advantage could"
poflibly be derived from the application of a bandage;
but that a radical cure could be effected by an-operation
no way dangerous. Some time afterwards, the woman

- returned with the child to the firft furgeon fhe had
confulted, who, on re-examination, perfifted in his
former opinion, that it was a hernia. A third furgeon,
who examined the child, was of the fame opinion as
the firft, and conceived Mr. Default’s only motive
for devcl_ining the ule of a bandage arofe from hig
not being able to reduce i, and alfo from the fize
not admitting of the application of a trufs. He ex-
prefily recommended. that no operation fhould be
performed,

But the. mothcr, refleéting on the inconveniences
that would arife when the child fhould attain a more
advanced age, a fortmght afterwards returned to
the Hotel Dieu with the child, Mr. Default’ was
ftill of the fame opinion, and recommended, as before,
the operation to be performed. She left the girf in
the hofpital, who underwent the operation an the 1gth
of Sept. 1789.

Mr. Default placed himfelf on the right fide of the
patient, who was laid on her back, and fupported by
affiftants. ~ He began the operation by forming a fold
of the integuments, in a direétion perpendicular to
the tumour ; whillt an affiftant, of the oppofite fide,
beld firm one of its extremities. e then made an
incifion through this fold, from above downwards,
with a flrait biftoury : then held with the thumb
and ixlciex-ﬁxuger of the left hand the cdges of the

waund;
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wound, whilfk the affiftant did the fame. He profecuted
his incifion to the inferior part of the tumour, when
he difcovered a pouch or cyft, refembling a hernial
fac, united to the integuments only by a thin cel-
 lular fubftance. ;
The tranfparency of the tumour was obvious, and
 the fluétuation diftinét. It was attempted to be opened
in the fame cautious manner as a hernial fac; by
difletting, with the affiftance of a pair of diffetting
forceps, the different layers of cellular fubftance, of
‘which this cyft was compofed. But the tenfity of this
eyft did not admit of being opened in this manner.
The cerminty of the exiftence of ‘a fluid at the
anterior part of the tumour. induced Mr, Default
to open it with the point of his blﬁoury, without
any apprehenfion. ‘There was inflantly a fmall dif-
charge of limpid fluid. The cyi’c was then opened
throughout its whole extent, by introducing 'a
grooved found, and cutting on it with the point of
the® biftoury.  The juftice of Mr. Default’s opinion
was then completely proved : no folid fubftance was
found in the cyft, it contained only a wine-glafs full
of a limpid fluid, fimilar to what is obferved in
hydrocele. This cyft was not connected with the
peritoneum 5 but, like all other cyfts, compofed of
condenfed cellular fubftance. It was about a quarter
of a line in thicknefs. The fides of the cyft were
diffeéted, and the bottom left, which could not be
detached, but with infinite difficulty and pain.

Whilft the patient was crying from the pain fhe:
endured, Mr. Default obferved, in the internal and

’ towards
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towards the upper part of the cyft, correfponding to
the abdominal ring, a tumour of the fize of alarge
walnut, which difappeared when the ceafed crying 5 was
of a greyith colour, and returnable by a flight degree
of preflure. No doubt was entertained that it was a
defcent of the peritoneum with the inteftines through the
abdominal ring, occafioned by the exertion of crying. -
This fa explained fatisfactorily the fymptoms of the
tumour augmenting in fize when the patient coughed;

a circumftance that tended much to miflead the fur-
geon in his ideas of the nature of the cale.

The ‘operation was quick, attended with little pain,
and with fcarce any effuffion of blood. The bottom -
of the wound was drefled with linen, perforated with
many holes : a doffil of lint was placed on the abdo-
minal ring, to prevent any farther defcent of the
peritoneum : the reft of the wound filled up with
coarfe lint, on which comprefles were laid, and thefe
retained in their fituation by the triangular bandage
commonly ufed in affections of the groin. 0

The treatment of the cafe was fimple, the wound
being only drefled with dry lint. = Suppuration took
place by the fifth day. The bottom of the wound,
anfwering to the cyft, was of a dirty greyith colour,
and its furface covered with fimall particles of the
fame appearance: thefe were detached, and red
granulations began to appear. By the zath, the
remaining part of the cyft completely exfoliated, and
the wound was cicatrized by the 15th of October,
25 days after the operation,

L

Cafe
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Cafe of an Operation for a Bubonscele.

2

[By Mr. J. B. J. BoureT, Surgeon to the Hotel .
Dieu. ]

HARLES Leroux was afflited from his infancy

with a hernia on the right fide ; he wore a fimple
bandage for fome months, which ferved to prevent
its defcent. ~This young man, who was by trade a
hog-butcher, had for many years undergone the
fatigues incident to his employment, Wu:hout being
troubled with a return of his hernia.

On the 1gth of Auguft, 1790, in endeavouring
to lift a confiderable weight, he felt a fudden pain -
in the groin, accompanied with a noife, that induced
him to believe fomething had been torn in the part.
There was immediately an appearance of an oval
tumour, of about two inches in length, below the
abdominal ring: this was foon fucceeded by naufea
and vomiting. A furgeon was fent for, who Bled
him; and recommended that he fhould be imme-
diately taken to the JHotel Dieu, and carefully to
avoid prefling the tumour. However he was not
taken to the hofpital till next day. The pain in the
groin at this time was acute, and the vomiting fre-
quent; the pulfe, however, was not confiderably
raifed.  He was 1mmed1atc1y put in the warm bath,

where
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shere he remained for one hour and a half,” without
deriving any eafe. Anenema was adminiftered, with-
* out producing a better effec : after which the tumour
was fhaved and covered with a cataplafm; a drink
was prefcribed to be taken by a few {poonfuls at a

time, with a ptifan of dog’s tooth fweetened with

firup of lemons.

In the event the fymptoms were the fame, except -
that the abdomen was confiderably painful : the bath®
was repeated, and the cataplafin continued.  He had
an indifferent night, and the next day the abdomen
was more fenfible, and the tumour had become hard
and painful; the naufea was continual, and' accompa-
nied fometimes with hiccups ; the pulfe was fmall and
concentrated, and the patient obvioufly weakened.—
The bath and enema were repeated without any of
“thefe fymptoms being alleviated. At this time, no
hopes being entettained of reduction, the operation
became indifpenfable, as its delay would have been
attended with danger.  The patient readily confentéd
he was carried to the theatre, and the opera.txon pc1-
formed in the following manner :

The furgeon formed, at the fﬁperior part of the
tumour, a tranfverfe fold of the integuments: the af-
fiftant held one of the extremities of this fold, whilft
he held the other himfelf; then, with one ftroke of
the biftoury, divided this fold to its bafe in the di-
rection of the tumour : he then laid hold of one of the
fides of the inferior angls of the wound, whiltt the
other was lifted up by the affiftant; and thus elevating
fucceflively that portion of the fkin he wifhed to di-

vide,
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vide, he profecuted his incifion to the bottom of the
tumour. An artery, ﬁtuafcd at the prcnm and ex~
ternal part of the wound, was fecured. The hernial
fac was plainly difcovered: the furgeon, with’the af-
fiftance of a pair of diffeting forceps, opened it in
the middle, firft diffeGting the different ftrata with the
utmoft caution, till he had made a fufficient aperture
to admit a grooved ftaff, on which he divided the
fac through its whole length, in the fame direction as
the external incifion. The fac was found to contain
a portion of inteftine of a brownifh red colour, about
three inches in length ; it was fituated anteriorly, and
on the outfide of the fpermatic cord. The ftrangu-
lation was formed by the ring, and it was with fome.
difficulty the grooved ftaff could be introduced by an
affiftant, whilft the furgeon difenga'ged‘ the {trangula-
ted portion of the gut with his fingers placed behind
the ftaff, With thefe precautions he conducted his'
biftoury along the groove of the ftaff; he divided the
ring in a dire&ion upwards and outwards. An inci-
fion of about one line in length was fufficient to difen-
gage the ftrangulated portion; a confiderable portlon
of the intefline was puﬂed down, which was found ‘in
a natural and healthy ftate both above and below the
ftrangulated part. By géntle compre{Tion with the palm
_ of the hand, with a flight degree of motion, a part of
the contents of the inteftines were returned into the
abdomen: no difficulty was then experienced in finifh-
ing the rcduéhon, by preflifg the gut towards the ring,
and returning into the cavity by the affiftance of the
two fore-fingers. j

The
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The bottom of the wound was drefled with fine
linen, petforated with holes and filled with coarfe lint;
fome lint applied on the furface, three long compref-
fes, and the T bandage, compofed the reft of the -
~ dreflings. -

The fymptoms fubfided the moment the reduction
was accomplifhed : four hours afterwards he had an
evacuation, and the following night he had nine or
tef; bilious ftools. The next day, and the day after,
he had nearly the fame number of evacuations, and of
the fame defcription.
~ In the afternoon of the fecond day the dreffings
were wet with an emollient decotion, which practice
was continted tll the 15th. At this period, the pus
being thick and in confiderable quantity, dry lmt was
only employed. ;

Till the 3oth day the wound went on perfeétly Wel},
and was not more than an inch in extent; but, at this
time, the edges became painful, and the bottom Had
a pale unhealthy appearance. As the patient’s health
was good, this circumftance was attributed to fome
localirritation : his diet was, however, a litde diminith-
¢d, and the furface touched with the lapis infernalis.
It was drefled the next day and the following ones
with an emollient decoction : this treatment fucceed-
ed : cicatrization was complet?:d in 49 days after the
operation. He was difcharged the hofpital forne days
afterwards, when the cicatrix was fufficiently firm to
bear the preflure of the cuthion of an elaftic trufs.

Cafe



Cafe of Retention of " Urine, from a Pam{yf 5 af the
Bladder.

[By M. Vertze, D. M. at Sombacour.]

R. Vertel was confulted on the 3d of January,
1791, by a woman of Chantrans, 58 years of
age. Her general health had been indifferent for
many years ; the was afflited with nervous fymptoms
and rheumatifm, particularly in her back ; her fkin
was dry and fcaly. She had been affected with fre-
quent colds, and had an habitual cough. About four
months _fince her lower extremities. became fwelled
and paralytic, attended with violent pain in the legs; *
there was a conftant flow of urine, which came away
drop by drop; a confiderable tumour was obferved
extending from the region of the pubis as high as the
umbilicus ; the expectoration was laborious and pu-
riform, the pulfe fmall and frequent. Monf. Vertel
recommended the ufe of the catheter, with the appli~
cation of blifters to the legs, and terebinthinate medi-
, i
& The idea of a perfe paralyfis excludes every idea of pain.
Nervous paralyfis is fometimes accom.panied with pain, and often
with convulfions : thus thofe, who_may not approve of termfing a
paralyfis an inability of moving the lower extremities, (with which
this patient was afflited,) may charalterize the difeafe agreeably
_ %o the dogmas of art or in conformity. to their own ideas. .

cines



{ 248 )~

cines to be exhibited. But the furgeon, who had the
immediate direCtion of the patient, was of a contrary
opinion ; and, viewing it as a cafe of incontinence of
urine, afferted that the patient would be loft if the
cathether was paffed. ‘

_After a few days had tranfpired Dr. Vertel was
again called in, when he found the patient-in the
fituation Juﬁ defcribed.  On the tumour being prefi-
‘ed, the urine ﬂowcd in confiderable quantity : from
this circumitance it was evident, that, conjoined with
other affeCtions, fhe had a retention of urine, occa-
fioned by palfy or extreme weaknefs of the bladder, .
and that the tumour above the pubis was to be attri-
buted to the extraordinary diftenfion of that vifcus.

Immediately on the introduction of the catheter two
pints and a half of thick feetid urine were difchar-
ged, and the tumour confequently fubfided.” The
urine, however, could not be completely evacuated, -
from the pain induced by compreffion of the tumour :
injections were thrown into the bladder, by which
means that vilcus was cleanfed of a quantity of pu-
rulent matter.

A confiderable difcharge was obtained from' the
blifters that were applied to the legs, and the fwelling
of the lower extremities had nearly perfe&tly fubfided ;
the pain in the legs had conftderably diminifhed, and
was followed with fome degree of feeling and mo-
tion ; but it was neceffary ftill to perfift in the ufe of
the catheter.  Dr. Vertéi at this period was determi-
ned on the application of a blifter to the facrum, near
the origin of thofc nerves that are diftributed to the

bladder:
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bladder : but the fymptoms that now came on were
ftrongly indicative of approaching death. The filver
catheter was tinged black by the pus that was abun-
dantly difcharged, the urine alkalefcent, the patient in
" the laft ftage of weaknefs, and fubjet to continual
faintings. In fix days from the period Dr. Vertel
was confulted, he funk under the difeafe,
The relations of the deceafed were unwilling to have
him opened.
~ Dr. Vertel feems to fufpe, that the primary caufe
of the different complaints of this woman might be
attributed to a. defeét in the infenfible peripiration,
and that if warm baths, pa-rficular-ly in the form of
.vapour, and other antifpafmodics had been employed in
the firft ftages of the difeafe, they would have been at-
tended with fuccefs. The infenfible perfpiration being
checked, in the opinion of Dr. Vertel, accounts for
the long duration of pulmonic and other ulcers ; and,
in thefe cafes, he remarks, that the moft important
advantages may be expected from .the ufe of vapour
. baths, affifted by the cautery and feton, methods too
much negleéted by the moderns. For thefe ideas we
~ are principally indebted to Mr, Peyrilhe.
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An Estrad from the Fournal de Medicine of Francfort,
1789, Third Part, Page 124.

| [Tranflated from the GErmaN.]

C ArS b Uk

. Girl between fix and feven years of age, in.
July, 1788, was attacked with an inflammatory
fever, accompanied with bilious vomitings and violent
pain in the abdomen. Ipecacuanrha was prefcribed,
and a decottion of tamarinds ordered as a drink:
this decoction was alfo adminiftered in the form
of an enema. The furface of the abdomen .was rub-
‘bed with a camphorated liniment, with the view of
mitigating the pain, and afterwards covered with
emollient herbs that had been boiled in milk.
Delirium took place on the fecond day. - She was
ordered to be bled, and, from the inflammatory ap-
pearance of the blood, venefettion was repeated in
the evening. The next day blifters were applied to
both the legs: about noon ‘the extremities were cold,
and the pulfe fo extremely weak that the parents
were apprehenfive the child was dead; but, towards
the evening, the pulfe and other fymptoms of rewurn- ¢
. ing life were diftinguithed, when it was deemed pro-
per to raife the blifters, !
As |
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As the region of the bladder was more acutely
fenfible than the reft of the abdomen, and the dif-
charge of the utine not free, and attended with
pain, this region was covered with a melilot plafter,
in which fome cantharides were incorporated. = The
pain diminithed ; yet, from the tenfion of the abdomen,
the ufe of the emollient cataplafm was ftill continued,
and warm bathing ordered twice a day.

The child was foon out of danger, and even
ordered to take an airing in a carriage. - In the even-
ing, when the furgeon was drefling the blifter, he
perceived an elevation in the umbilical region ; and
two days afterwards a flutuation of matter was evi-
dent : the phyfician was apprized of the circumftance.
The infant was examined, when they were of
opinion, that the pus was diffufed in the abdominal
cavity : an opening fufficiently large was refolved on,
and a confiderable difcharge took place of white
aqueous and inodorous matter. A hellow tent was
introduced, with a view of facilitating the difcharge
of the matter, and retained on the parts by means
of thread and an adhefive plafter. The ufe of the
tent was continued twice a day for eight days, when
it was left off.

A ftrong deco@ion of bark was ordered to be
taken internally, which (He continued for three months.
During this interval fhe recovered her health and
firength; and, in fact, was radically cured. The
umbilicus re-affumed its naturli appearance.

Y

S 2 N CASE
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YWoman about forty years of age, of a
A plethoric habit, was attacked at  the latter
- period of pregnancy with a convulfive -cough. - The
day after her lying-in fhe experienced  a fudden
fright. A violent and continued fever foon appeared,
the pulfe became hard and full, with a violent fenfe
of heat in the cheeks, accompanied with extraordinary
tednefs. No milk was fecreted in the breafts; the
lochia were fupprefled; the belly painful, hard, and
prodigioufly fwelled. ’

But we fhould obferve, that in her ordinary flate,
when fhe was not pregnant, her belly was fufficiently
pendulous to cover half her thighs when fhe was
feated. ‘ 4

Thefe fymptoms feemed to announce a milky
abfcefs : _proper internal remedics were preferibed,
clyfters were ordered to be adminiftred frequencly, and
the belly to be covered with emollient poultices. The
nurfe, to whofe attention this laft application was con-
fided, applied them too hot; and, though the patient
made no complaint, three black fpots, indicative of
fphacelus, were perceived on the right fide of the
abdomen. :

A furgeon was fent for, who employed ftyrax, and
the ufual topical applications adopted on thefe occa-
Sions. In about three weeks thefe efchars feparated,

i but
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but the fever, vomiting, conftipation, pain, and
tenfion of the abdomen, ftill continued. The appli-
cation of the poultices- was perfifted in.

One day, when the furgeon was alone with- his
patient, he perceived an evident fluctuation of matter,
under one of the parts that had been fphacelated. He
plunged in his lancet to a confiderable depth without
_ hefitation, and a great quantity of white pus, fimilar
to milk, was difcharged.

The patient felt no pain from the incifion, and the
furgeon fuffered her to fuppofe that the opening was
fpontaneous, and that it took place at the time he
was preffing it with his fingers. At each drefling,
and during the intervals, there was an extraordinary
difcharge of purilent matter, the iffue of which was
facilitated in a fimilar way as in the preceding cafe.
The life of the woman was in a ftate extremely
dubious for many weeks; and two months had
tranfpired before the began to regain her ftrength.
The fuppuration at this time began to diminifh, and
the orifice gradually clofed. Three months after the
operatibh the menfes returnied, and from this period
her health was perfeétly re-eftablithed.

Silg Schirrus
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Scbzrrus Aﬁﬂzom, with Contraitions of the Inteftinum
Rettum. .

[By Mr. DErRRECAGATX, Surgeon to the Hotel
Dieu.] !

& S BT

i Colot, forty-four years of age, towards the
Ro latter partof the year 1787, was afflicted with
fmarting pains about the verge of the arms, which
conftantly returned when fhe had occafion to go to
ftool. At this time the paffage of the feeces became
obftruéted by hard and painful tubercles; and the
pain was now infupportable, from a conftant defire
to go to ftool, without being able to evacuae.

Many furgeons -and phyficians were confulted,
who confidered her fymptoms as referable to the
hemorrhoids, and were of opinion, that her com-
plaint would yield to the remedies ufually adopted
1n fimilar cafes.

Ointments, fomentations, baths, drinks, foap bo-
luffes, pills, &c. were for many f{ucceflive months
unfuccefsfully employed. The difeafe increafed in a
rapid degree, and the paffage to the feeces became
{o difficult, that only a few f{mall portions were eva--
cuated, after the patient had gone twenty times to the
night-chdir, The form and fize of the evacuated
feeces were about the bignefs of a quill, and they

WEre
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were voided with fuch incredible pain, that, from' the
account of the woman, who had had nine children;
they exceeded the pains of child-birth.

To prevent the recurrence of thefe evacuations
as much as it lay in her power, the endured the
utmoft extremity of hunger; and fhe was reduced
to fuch a ftate from her weaknefs and fqueriﬁgs, that
fhe could {carce fupport herfelf at the time of her
admiffion into the Hotel Dicu, on the 15th of Ja-
nuary, 179I. j 1

Mr. Default attempted in vain to. pafs his finger up -
the reftum, and with difficulty fucceeded in pafling
up a female found, by alternately moving it from
the right to the left, and by carcfully avoiding the
indurated tubercles; - which, from filling up almoft
the * whole cavity of the canal, effectually prevented
the introduction of the found ina right line.
~ Compreflion was the plan adopted for the treat-
ment of this difeafe, which was produced by means
of a tent of long lint, knotted and folded in the
middle, dipped in cerate, and introduced into the
retum, by an affiftant, by means of a forked probe.
Though this tent did not exceed in diameter the fize
of a quill, it could not be .introduc\:ed above ‘two
inches up the retum. On the external tubercles,
thick comprefles were. placed, and fupported by a~
. triangular bandage. The patient was put on rice
_diet, and ordered a flight diaphoretic decoction, for
a common drink, & -

. This woman from this day grew better ; and, from
. the ftimulus of this kind of fuppofitory in the rectum,
SHYHEE fhe
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the had in the evening a copious ftool, without the
fame degree of pain that fhe ordinarily experienced.
- She was dreffed in the fame manner as before; but
the tent admitted of being introduced higher up.
The dreffings remained on till the next day, when
they were removed for the convenience of adminif-
tering an enema; which, by foftening the feeces,
procured their evacuation without any confiderable
pain. ;
A larger and a longer tent than was employed
the evening before was now eafily introduced. The
dreflings were renewed twice a day, till the 6th day,
increafing the length and fize of the tent by degrees.
“She began _now to regain her ftrength, and by means
~of an enema, adminiftred in the morning, the excre-
ments were voided without pain.  The refum was
{ufficiently diftended to admit of the introduction of
the finger. AR
Mr. Default, in examining as high up in the, gut
as he was able to reach, felt diftinétly fome callus
knobs or tubercles, extremely fenfible, and very hard
at their bafe, but lefs fo towards their edges, which
had, without doubt, been foftened by the comprefiion
of the tent, AT
The dreflings weére now only changed once in 24
hours, and the fize of the “tents were gradually in-
creafed to a confiderable fize. The patient was not
‘incommoded by their prefence, and her health and
ftrength daily improved. -
On the 15th day, Mr. Default re-examined the
ftate of the intefline; and, inftead of hard ‘painful

tubercles,
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tubercles, there were only fome foft depreffed wrindles,
. which were not painful to the touch. ' The tubercles
that were fituated near the verge of the anus were
fo depreffed, that no veftiges were new to sbe per- -
ceived. The ufe of the tents were ftill perfifted in,
and augmented gradually in fize, till; by the 3sth day,
they were increafed to one inch in diameter.

On the 4sth day, the woman was inftructed in
the manner of pafling the tents, that fhe might from
time to time ule them herfelf, and by this method
prevent for the future the return of the difeafe. She
continued to drefs herfelf for the 18 or 20 days that
fthe remained in the hofpital for the more perfect
eftablithment of her cure; after which period fhe
was difcharged, being the 67th day from her admif-

fion, and 26 months from the commencement of her
difeafe.

€ Aw'S. EC IR

Varemque, 29 years of age, was admitted

e into the Hotel Dieu, on the 15th of Nov.

1788, for a contrattion of the reftum, occafioned

by callofities. = The guf was contraéted to that

degree, that the extremity of the finger could not be
introduced,

In
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C A S B I

Billy, 32 years of age, had a cancerous ulcer
o on the margin of the anus, with callofities
and adhefions in the re¢tum, which had contradted to
fuch a degree that the could not void her feeces with-
out the affiftance of clyfters, and then with infuppor~
table pain. - She was admitted into the Hoétel Dieu
on the 13th of May, 1789, and dreffed with tents
dipt in cerate, with a 12th part of ung. mere. A
decoCtion of the fudorific woods was ordered as. a
drink, with {ix grains of mineral alkali to each pint.
Towards the end of the fourth weel, a tent of
one inch in diameter could be introduced, the pa-
tient went to ftool without inconvenience, and the in-
teﬁmc was perfectly free: the. return of this-com-
plaint was, however, fufpeéted, from the exiftence of
venereal fymptoms ftrongly charaéterized : the was, in
confequence, ordered to continue the ufe of the tents
for three months more, during which time fhe took

proper medicines for the radical cure of her com-
plaint. ;

@

* CASE
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Woman, 26 years of age, came from Rheims
A to the Hbtel Dieu at Paris, to be cured of a
confiderable contrattion of the reftum, combined
with fchirrus affeftions of its coats ; the cavity of the
gut to a confiderable extent was occupied by diftinct,
hard, and very painful, tubercles. This woman, in-
dependent of this complaint, had condylomatous af- .
fections about the verge of the anus; and two vene-
real ulcers, one in perinzo, and the other on the
coccix, _

Antivenereal remedies, and the fame local treat-
ment as was employed in the preceding cafes, was
ufed on this occafion, but the fuccefs was not equal ;
for, at the end of fix weeks, there was little difference:
in the ftate of the complaint ; and, at the end of twa
months, the fize of the tents could only be a little in-
- creafed, and, by the 1ooth day, they were only dilated

fufficiently to admit the finger. ~ It is true, that the
treatment was interrupted for fome days by a confi-
.derable diarrhcea, which occurred about the middle of
the third month. P

The ulcers were drefled with pledgets fpread with

~ cerate, mixed with a little mercurial ointment. ‘The
ulcerin the perinzeum healed 5 the other, on the con-
trary, fpread, nor was it cicatrized till the end of five
months, At the expiration of fix months the intel=
tine
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fine was perfetly free. She was difcharged, and re-

turned into the country ; but was advifed to continue-
the ufe of the tents, to prevent a relapfe.

? C = ST NV,

QUISA Grandner, 46 years of age, had been
treated, at the age of 20, asa venereal patient,
Some time after the was attacked with affections of
the periofteum on different parts of the cranium;
which terminated in abfcefies. Other fymptoms made
their appearance, and for many years her conftitution
was weak and enfeebled. Her health was, in {fome
meafure, re-eftablifhed about the beginning of the
year 1787. Near this period fhe was affected with a
fenfe of heat and pain in thq reGtum, and foon after-
wards the pains became fo acute, that, on going to
ftool, fhe was convulfively affected : the difficulty of
voiding the excrements increafed every day, and foon
afterwards they paffed away as fine as a wire, and
mixed with pus. She was advifed again to undergo
an anti-venereal courfe, which fhe underwent in the
hofpital of the Bicétre, and from which fhe derived
no advantage. S ; 3
Some time afterwards, in making violent efforts to
difcharge the feeces, fhe perceived that they paffed-
: - by
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by the végina. From this moment the -fatus and
excrements pafled through the new-formed paffage,
and the feeces, particularly when they were Afluidy
were ‘almoft conftantly dilcharging, even without the
knowledge of the patient " In this fituation the ap-
plied to the Hotel Dieu, .on the 1oth of September,
1790. Mr. Default introduced his fore-finger with
confiderable difficulty, and felt, about two inches up
the gut, a hard callous  tubergle, . which .clofed up.
the intefline. By means of gradual dilation he paffed
it, and difcovered, towards its anterior part, the
the aperture through which <the excrements paffed
into the vagina: it was about one inch in diameter,
and its edoes hard “and callous. -

A kind'of tent, fomewhat comcal in fhape, dipt in
“cerate, was introduced into the vagina, with its bafe
turned upwards, that it might be lefs liable to flip,
‘and at the fame time avoid comprefling the urethrd,
A tent was then introduced into the re€tum, the end
of which was paﬁéd above ‘the {chirrus tubercle.: £
fudorific ptxfan was prefcribed, ‘with fix grains of mi-
“neral alkali to‘each pint, and a pill ordered to be
taken night and’ morning, compofed of calomel and
fulph. aurat. ant. 3a. gr. i. mixed up with a proper

conferve. Bt K

As'foon as this* treatment was adopted the feeces
ceafed to' pafs’ throucrh the vagina, the tents foon be-
- came eafier to introduce into the - inteftine, ‘and were
gradually 1ncreafed in fize, till no dlﬁiculry was ex-
perienced on évhcuatmg the excrements per anum.
: By the 25th< day the compreffion” of the’ tents had
: effaced
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effaced the fchirrus tubercle in the inteftine, the a=-
perture that communicated with the vagina was di-
minifhed in fize; and its edges thinned. There were
fill callofities, however, in the retum, which ad-
mitted of being diftinguithed by the end of the
finger, though they extended confiderably higher ;
which was judged by the difficulty experienced in
paffing the tents. Thefe callofiies were not yet en-
tirely deftroyed ; and the patient, feeling no inconve-
nience and conceiving herfelf perfectly cured, left the
ho‘fpital. This ftep fhe had foon reafon to repent;
for, in two months, the pains re-appeared. She was
‘admitted into another hofpital, and, during the fpace
of three weeks, her difcafe was treated by internal
remedies. She at laft applied for admiffion into"
the Hobtel Dicu, with the fame train of fymptoms
as on her firft admiffion.

The fame plan of treatment was re- commenced,
and attended with the fame fuccefs. At the end of
two months there remained no more callofities in
the inteftines, the fiftulous opening in the vagina
was not above three lines in diameter, and thete
~ was reafon to hope, that, if the treatment was per-
fitted in for fome time longer, it would totally have
dlfappeared but even this time fhe would not re-
main in the hofpitals till the fiftula was perfectly
clofed. She was recommended to continue the ufe
of the tents, which fhe paffed herfelf,

CASE
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A Woman, 37 years of age, was admitted into
the Hoétel Dieu, on the 28th of October,
1788,‘ for a difeafe fimilar to the preceding; with
this difference, that the reGtum was not totally clofed
by the callofities, nor the opening communicating
. with the vagina equally large; and a part of the
* excrements ftill pafied by the anus.

The firft {fymptoms of this difeafe were confequent
to the difappearance of chancres and a fupprefied
gonorrtheea. The treatment of the chancres had been
merely local. The fchirrofities in the reCum {ub-
fided in the fpace of two months, from the ufe of
tents, conjoined with the exhibition of anti-venereal
medicines. The aperture in the vagina was ex-
tremely {fmall ; and, as no feeces pafled through‘this
new-formed paffage for a confiderable time, fhe was
conceived in no farther want of medical afliftance,
and left the hofpital.

OBSERVATION.

‘The cafes that have been rc—lated, prove that a
tontraction of the inteftinum rectum, from a thick-
ening ‘and fchirrus affetion of its coats, is by no
means a rare difeafe, particularly in women. From
_this, is it not extraordinary that the nature of this

difeafe
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difeafe is fo imperfe&tly known? One would have
conceived, that the arttention of praltitioners might
have been excited by the nature of its fymptoms,
its confequences, and its termination, which moft
. generally has been fatal. Are we juftified in fup-
pofing, with Morgagni, that the majority of phy-
ficians have confounded this difeafe with the he-
morrhoids, which fometimes have produced it ?

Perhaps patients have concealed the nature of their
complaints till the latter period of the difeafe. In
fact, Is it not probable, that, admitting of no alle-
viation from the refources of art, it has been hither-
to totally abandoned to nature, or empiricifm ? —=
But whatever may have been the opinions refpect-
ing this complaint, it is important te form our opi-
nion refpecting the nature, caufe, fymptoms, and
treatment, of {0 diftrefling a difeafe. With this view,
we fhall notice fome cafes that are difperfed in
the works of a few writers, who have written or
compiled on this fubject.

In the Confultations Medicales de Jules Céfar
Claudinus, there is a cafe quoted by Manget, of a
man of rank, about 37 years of age, who was at-
tacked with this difeafe, fubfequent to the operation
of excifion for the hemorrhoids. A confiderzble
tumour was formed in the inteftine : it was hard,
-fhining, fenfible to the touch, but, however, lefs
painful than the contiguous parts. The excrements
paffed with difficulty *and ®pain, which increafed an
hour after he had been to ftool ; a fymptom that his
~phyfician attributed to an afflux of humours to the

T part,
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occupied the inferior part of the inteftine. The
fymptoms increafed daily in violence, the pains be-
came continual and infupportable, and to thefe fuc-
ceeded thirft, flow fever, proftration of ﬁrengacll, &c.
which finally' terminated in mortification and death.

Ruyfch, who had not found any défcription of this
difeafe in authors, thought it extremely rare : he even ¢
maintained, that Bidloo had not met with this dif-
eafe, cither®in his practice or in his numerous differ-
tations.

Ruyfch mentions two cafes of this difeafe in his
0 Obfcxvauones Anatomico-Chirurgicales.” * In this
work he terms this complaint, © A {chirrus thick~"
'cning of the inteftinum re€tum, with confidera-
ble contrattion.” In both cafes the feat of the dif=
eafe was in the tunics of the inteftine. They were
of a cartilaginous texture, and more than an inch in
thicknefs : the cavity of the reftum was {carcely wide
enough to admit of a probe.

Valfalva attended to“this complaint in fubjeéts that
he had diffe¢ted, and he had feen it alfo frequently
"in the living fubje&. In one patient he found a tu-
mour (fimilar to that defcribed in Obfervation V.)
fituated two inches above the fphinéter. This author
pamcularly defcribes the fwcllmg and ulceration of ?
the glands of the intefline.

Morgagni mentions the cafe of a lady, who ap-
plied to him for 2 cb;nplainc which fhe fuppofed
was the piles; and in this idea fhe had been con-
firmed by the opinion of many phyﬁcxa.ns Morgagni
found the mte{’cme fchirrus, and contrated above the

SiT 8 iphm&cr
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fphin@er for the extent of an inch and 2 half. He
was informed that this lady had been formerly af-
felted with fwelled glands in the groins and axille, *
pu[’culc_sf ulcerations, &c. ‘This cafe, and many others
“of a fimilar defeription, induced him to fuppofe, that
this affection of the rectum was generally the effect of
the venereal virus. ; ;
The fame author mentions a cafe that Valfalya had
feen in the Hofpital of Incurables ac Boelogne. = A
woman of 5o years of age experienced for three
years all the fymptoms of a {chirrus contration of
the teftum, which fhe faid were produced by the
" piles. After the hiftory of the cafe, before examina-
tion, he prognofticated that it would terminate fatally,
and twe months after her admiffion into the hofpital
the expired, from the confequences of her difeafe.

The body was examined by Morgagni, who found
the coats of the lower part of the retum hard, and
extremely thick, for near fix inches in extent: and its
internal {urface firewed. with tumours, about the fize
of large beans, and which had the appearance of -
conglobate glands. The furface of thefe tumours
was {mooth, their fubftance firm and compact.—
They were larger in fize, and harder, as they ap-
proached the anus; they were as thick and hard as
the coats of the inteftine itielf, which were confide-
rably more thickened at the inferior part of the ca-
nal.  On the verge of the anus there were two ex-
crefcences, with fome flight ‘excoriations.

De Haen, Cortefius, Haafius, and Wenkerus, have
found fchirrus affetions in the colon, with its cavity

nearly
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nearly obliterated. « Schenkius relates a cafe, after
Benivenius, that was fomething fimilar, i

The authors that we have quoted, as well as prac-
titioners who are acquainted with this difeafe, confi-
der it as incurable, and neceflarily mortal. Thus
they have only attempted to mitigate  the fymptoms,
by a palliative mode of treatment.* Oils, fatty
fubftances applied to the parts, fomentations, cly-
fters, lim® water, mineral and fulphureous waters,
opiates, &c. have been the principal means employ-
‘ed. ¥ Thofe, who have propofed, as a curative me-
thod, iffues on the facrum and thighs, certainly did
not confider, that producing a revolution of the mor-
bific matter was not deftroying the local difeafe.

Is it pofiible to believe, that' Italian phyficians
' could miftake a tumour in the inteftines for the
piles, and order the excifion? And that a furgeon
fhould be found fufficiently rafh or ignorant to at-
tempt it?  Morgagni, who relates this fact, fpeaks
much of the impoflibility of curing, with an inftru-
ment with a floping edge, thofe fchirrofities that
extend fix or feven inches above the anus.

Claudinus advifes the wufe of tents, unot with the
idea of being themfelves the means of cure, but
as a medium for the appl ication of medicaments te
the inteftine,

Valfalva paffed up the reGum of his patients,
when they were in the batlx, a canula pierced with a

# Morgagni de Sed. & Caufis Morb. ch. 32.
4 Manget. Bobl. Chir. lib. ix. p. §28.

q 3 confiderable.
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confiderable number of holes, that the fluid might
come more eafily in contact with the intefline. . From

thefe laft means, the patient ought to have derived
fome eafe, if we may judge from the effect of the-
treatment we now employ in the Hotel Dieu. Hither-

to the advantages derived from the mechanical action
of the tent and canula have given a falfe degree of
reputation to the medicaments employed at the fame
time. i

Morgagni, in ‘conjunétion with other 1emedies,
employed anti-venereals. ~ He preferred refolutive
applications to emollients, which, from their relaxing
power, are apt to do confiderable mifchief. . This
writer earneftly recommends the belly to be kept
open; but, on-the other hand, to avoid as much as
poffible the ufe of purgatives, which, from -their fli-
mulus, would augment the determination of humours,
and increafe the fwelling. :

Thefe methods have been attended: with little fuc-
cefs, and, even in the opinion of the praé‘tidonefs
who employed them, they were, not efficacious ; for,
they only propofed, by their ufe, to avert for a time

. the confequence of the difeafe.

The mechanical plan employed in | the Flbtel Dleu,
and deferibed in the preceding . cafes, appears to 'be
the only method that has evér been adopted to cure a
difeafe, that has hitherto baffed every: attempt,
even to retard its progrefs. »

We fhall now proceeﬂ to trace, in a few words,
the leading circumftances and charaeriftic. marks
of this difeafe.—This affeétion generally arifes from

- ‘an
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Objﬁrwlz’aans on the Difeafes of dtbe' Urinary Organs conti-
‘ nued. :

Retention of Urine, produced by an Acrid Humour
* affeBiing the Bladder.

o

HIS caufe, as well as inflammation of the

bladder, has produced retention. ~ We have
ranked it alfo among the caufes of incontinence. It
has been fuppofed, that the bladder; when irritated by
the acrid humours depofited in its coats, would be
difpofed to contraét when a few drops were colleted
in its cavity, which would be evacuated; but they
have confidered only the irritation of this vifcus,
without attending to the ftate of its fibres, whofe
action is neceflarily impeded by the fwelling, infepa—
rable from the alteration of the humours which circu-
late through it.

This fpecies of retention is very frequent, we have
often remarked it in rheumatic and gouty patients ;
it is often confequent to dartrous affections, the
plora, the venereal difeafe, &c. It is eafy to diftin-
guith, by commemorative fymptoms, what particular
difeafe has tended to produce this complaint. It is
generally preceded by the difaf;pearance of the ori-
ginal difeafe at the part which it firft affefted. Thus
we often obferve that retention comes on immediately

; fubfequent
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~ {ubfequent to the ceffation «of rheumatic pains, after
dartrous affections that have been repulfed, fuppreffed -
gonorrheea, &c. ltis generally préceded by acute pain
 in the region of the bladder ; frequent defire o make
water ; and, for the moft part, by the general {ymp-
toms of retention occafioned by inflammation of that
vifcus. By means of the catheter, which in thefe
circumftances can eafily be introduced, we can prevent
thofe fymptoms that are neceffarily incidental to the
accumulation of urine. But this is ‘only a temporary
relief, the affection of the bladder fhould be the
principal objeét of attention. It is important to
diflodge the acrid humour depoﬁtcd in the coats of
the bladder. In general; the difficulty is in proportion
to the length of time that has elapfed fince the
metaftafis was produced. :

The ufe of baths, diluents, drinks flightly diapho-
retic, are fufficient, frequently, to invite this humout
to the fkin, or to the parts from which it has been
repelled. If thefe means do not fucceed, recourfe
thould be had to more a&ive remedies: for inftance,
to the parts primarily or ordinarily affeéted, dry cup-
ping, finapifms, blifters (without cantharides), moxa
iffues, or other powerful means of i'cvulﬁon, thould
be employed. It has even been recommended, if the
original caufe was to be referred to a contagious dif-’

~ cafe that has been repelled (fuch as the itch ,) to con-
tract the difeafe again, either by laying with an itchy
patient, or by weafing % fhirt, or fome of his clo-
thing.

Afier
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After having freed the bladder from its principle

of acrimony, we muft exhibit thofe medicines that

“are adapted to correét -each particular affection. —

Mr. Default here remarks, that daily experience

proves the difficulty and tardinefs attending the cure
of this acrimonious difpofition. :

] Rete‘ﬂtiorz of Urine Sfrom: '@ Hernia 'af the Bladder.

IN thc fecond volume of the Memoirs of the Aca-
demy of Surgery, there are a great number of
inftances of this fpecies. of retention.  In this work
we learn, that retention of urine is a {ymptom almioft
conftant swith a hernia of the bladder: but, in this
cafe, Weaknefs of that vifcus is not the fole caufe. —
The urethra oppofes a {tronger refiftance to the paf-
fage of the urine than in its natural fituation ; for, the
bottom of the neck of the bladder, being drawn down,
is, in its defcent, put on the ftretch, which elongates
and bends the beginning of the wurethra, preﬁ"es it
againft the fymphilis pubis, and, by this means, di-
minithes the diameter of the canal. ,
The urine may alfo be contamed in that pouch
which forms the hernia, in confequence of the aper-

ture that communicates with the cavity of the bladder
being
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‘beinig too narrow. - This ‘difpofition is extremely fre-
quent, and it is by this circumftance that we can ‘ex- .
plain thofe partial retentions which take place in old
herniz, when the retention doesmot exift in that por-
tion of the bladder which is contained in the pelvis.
Sometimes, however, thefe {pecies, of retention arife
from deficient action in the abdominal mufcles, " or
from: weaknefs in that portion of the bladder f tuated
without tht cavity of the abdomen. ' But it is ‘ex-
tremely rare that that part’of  the bladderfittiated 'in
the pelvis, feparately confidered, can expel the urine
to the laft drop ; it is difficult for it to contraé com-
‘pletely on itfelf, and moft generally the urine is con-
fecutively contamed in one or other of thefe cavi-
| ties.’

When the retention produced by the herma of the
bladder is complete, and as much of this ylfcus is
“contained in the fac as remains in the cavity of the
pelvis, independent of the fymptoms common to' re-
tentions from weaknefs of the bladder, we have a tu-
~ mour in that part where the hernia is fituated, of more
or lefs magnitude, without any change of colour in
the fkin, flightly fenfible; and fometimes a maniftft,
and fometimes an obfcure, fluctuation may be felt.

The tumour, when comprefied, excites a defire to,
make water, and fometimes a difcharge of a few drops
“of urine is procured from the urethra; and; to com-
plete the diagnoftics, after the bulk of the tumour is
lefiened; by pafling the Catheter, the tumhour formed
by the portion of the bladder; contaired in the her=
nial fac, difappears, by laymg the patient in fuch a

manner
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manner as that the portion of the bladder remaining
in the abdomen thould be the moft dependent part.
"The hernial tumour then appears formed of thick
membranes, moveable under the fingers, difficult and
perhaps impofiible to reduce. The tumour is fome
time before it fills, and then prevents the fame diag-
noftic figns as before.

When the retention exifts only in that part which
is in the hernial fac, and the opening of communi-
cation with_the bladder is free, the tumour is indolent.
It augments in fize when the patient difcharges the
urine contained in the other portion of the bladder,
and finks in when it is evacuated. ‘This is fucceeded
by renewed defires to make water; fo that, in'fact,
the urine is difcharged at two feparate times.

- We are apprized of the opening of communication
in the pelvis being too narrow, by the incompreffi-
bility of the tumour, of at leaft the firong degree of
compreffion that is neceflary to make it difappgar.
If it is complicated with ftrangulation, we know it by
the tenfion of the tumour, accompanied with pain,
heat, fever, and by hiccups followed with vorrut-
ing. - :

Our firft indication in thefe {pecies of retentions is
cthe ufe of the catheter, or the compreffion of the
tumour to evacuate the urine : ‘but thefe means are only
palliative, when the difeafe is recent, and the portion of
the bladder that has defcended fmall and reducible, it
may be kept up by a truis, and.a perfe@t cure ob-
tained. When there are adhefions, and it will not
. admit of reduction, it fhould be fupported by a pro-

» per
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per bag-trufs. If; by means of this fufpenfory ban-
dage, the portion of the bladder that has defcended
could be approached to the orifice of the fac, it
fhould be retained there by means of a trufs, the pad
of which fhould be large and concave, then flat and
convex, according to the full or empty ftate of the
tumour. It has even been advifed to excite an arti-
ficial inflammation, with a view of procuring an ad-
hefion between the coats of that part of the bladder
that correfponds to the hernia, by means of a gradual
and methodical preflure. :

This plan may be cautioufly followed: but, with
refpect to fuccefs, is, in our Opinion, extremely un-
certain, In faé, if the retention is combined with
ftrangulation of that portion of the bladder forming
. the defcent, and we are unable, by preflure, to return .
the urine into that part of the bladder which is in the
pelvis, it is recommended to puncture it with a trocar.
But this operaﬁon, in many circumftances, is attended
with danger : for example, when the difeafe is com-
plicated with enterocele, (which is not uncommon,)
there is danger of wounding the inteftine. This dan-
ger, which cannot always be avoided, induces us to
-prefer making the opening firft through the integu-
ments, and afterwards opening with a biftoury to
evacuate the urine. This incifion will ferve alfo tb
remove the ftrangulation. If there was reafon to ap-
prehend the inflammation would extend in the-cavity
of the pelvis, and if weswere certain that the opening
of communication with that cavity had clofed by ad-
- hefive inflammation, the part that was without could
be
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certainly would have been attended with no advan-
tage.

In proportion to the increafe of the fize of the ru-
" mour, the patient experienced painful dragging fenfa-
tions in the groin and lumbar regions. . The courfe of
urine was often intercepted, and the difcharge of the -
foeces was attended with pain and difficulty, from the
preflure of the polypus on the rectum. .

"This mafs once paffed out of the orifice of the va-
gina, and the patient at the moment felt the moft ex-
quifite pain. The difcharge became double’ in quan-
tity, ‘and, of courfe, her weaknefs increafed.  She
however returned the tumour, and the {ymptoms in
fome degree were calmed. . '

A month after this it \defccnded again, and was at~
tended with fuch a confiderable difcharge, that fhe
fainted, and in fact was nearly dead. This was her
fituation when fhe was brought home, when I faw her,
for the firft time, on the 4th of May, 1785, about
five in the evening. ~She was pale and emaciated,
and her pulfe fcarcely to be diftinguifhed. The tu-
mour which produced thefe fymptoms projected two
inches without the external labia; it was not difficult
to diftinguifh that it was 2 polypus.®

* The diagngftics of a [Solypus are fometimes attended with :
difficulty : for example, the perfon who preceded Monf. Gafcis 2
proof that it is poflible to be deceived. This confideration induces
us to regret, that Monf. Gafc hassnot mentioned the favourable cir-
cumftances that enabled him to pronoﬁnce, without hefitation, that
this tumour was a polypus. v

Its
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Tts Tize equalled in bignefs the head of a new-bom
infant, the circumference of its bafe exceeded eleven
inches, and its pedicle, which grew from the cavity
of the uterus, at the anterior and internal part of its
neck, was about three inches round. This polypus
was a little more than feven inches in length, of a deep
red colour, and of a pyriform figure, a little flattened
on its fides; its furface unequal and tubercular through-
out its whole extent; in confiftence nearly {chirrus.

The ligature was propofed, as the only method for
the cure of this cafe, which was immediately done, in
the prefence of Monf. Laperche, M. D. For this
operation Monf. Gafc employed the inftrument in-
vented by Monf. Levret. A ligature was prepared,
and the ring formed by the knot paﬂ‘ed‘round_ the {u-
perior part of the pedicle: the knot was tightened
 ill fome litcle degree of refiftance was felt: the liga-
ture was then fecured, and the pedicle completely
embraced.

During the operation a fmall quantity of blood was
difcharged ; but the ufual difcharge ceafed the fame
day, nor did it re-appear immediately after the opera-
tion. An injection of barley-water and honey was
thrown up the vagina and uterus, with a view of
cleanfing their cavities from any blood or fanious dif-
 charge that might happen to, be retained. Fomenta-
tions, to prevent infliammation, were applied to the
abdomen, a low diet, and lemonade for a common’
drink was prefcribed. The fieft night fhe was tran-
quil, but had no fleep. : )
G The

L4



.

(c 281
" The next day fhe was tolerably well during the

‘whole morning, but fill was affeted with dragging

pains in the ftomach and with fainting. This increafing
towards noon, it was thought proper to exhibit a few
fpoonfuls of a cordial mixture. Towards the even-
ing there was an accels of fever. From the day of
the operation’ the polypus became of a brownith co-
lour, accompanied with an ichorous fanious difcharge,
of a deep black colour. The farne plan was conti-~
nued. '

The ' fecond night the was fever1ﬂ1 and refilefs.
The belly fwelled, foft, and flightly fenfible. Thc
next day and night fhe continued much the fame. —
The fourth day the fever and thirft were more violent
than before, the tumour became blacker and fofter.
"The fanious difcharge was of a putrid {mell, and pro-
duced ulcerations on the perinzum and thighs, from
which' the patient fuffered materially ; though this cir-
cumftance was prevented as much as poffible by at-
tenfion to cleanlinefs, and by defending the parts from
the corrofive action of the difcharge, by comprefies dipt
in decoftion of linfeed and elder- ﬁovters, which were
applied between the tumour and the parts above-
mentioned. The fever redoubled in the évening.

The pancnt had not voided ‘a drop of urine ﬁnce
the: precedmar night, although fhe had frequent incli-
nations to make water. As the region of the bladder
was. fomewhat dxﬁended,‘ the catheter was paffed, and
a confiderable quantity of urine difcharged, from

which fhe derived confiderable eafe. - She now dif-
charged her urine without any artificial affiftance feve-

u ]
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ral times during the night, and flept for many hours
afterwards, which had not occurred fince the opera-
tion.

The fifth day, in the morning, the was tolerably
well, and without fever : the pol'ypus was flaccid, and
flightly attached to its pedicle, and diffufed a moft
difagreeable odour, This patient, from the time of
the operation, had no ftool. Monf. Gafc was appre- -
henfive of giving any purgative, from the difficulty of
procuring any motion. The next day, being a litcle
better, fhe was ordered to take a few glaffes of tama-
rind-water. The firft fhe took with repugnance, and
vomited it up immediately, nor could be prevail-
ed upon to take another. She pafled the next day
well, and the faintings had neary left her. In the
mght the was more mdxﬂ%rcnt from rcﬁlcﬂncfs and
fever.

On the fixth day, in the morning, the patient had
fome faintings, attended with pain in her belly.  An
emollient clyfter was ordered, which produced a con-
fiderable ‘evacuation, and procured a little eafe. A
~confelion of hyacinth was prefcribed, which appeared
in fome degiee to roufe the ation of the ftomach.
Towards noon the ligature ‘had accomplithed the fec-
tion of the polypus, and the infirument fell off with
the tumour. This mafs weighed thre¢ ounces, not-
withftanding the confiderable difcharge r,hat took place
fince the application of the ligature.

The patient was extremcly: well the remainder of
the day; but, towards the evening, was attacked with a
thivering fit, which lafted at leaft an hour, and was

followed
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followed by the hot fit, which continued during the
night. A clyfter was adminiftered at nine in the
evening, which produced a flight evacuation.

The next day the was weak and exhaufted; in con-
fequence of the indifferent night fhe had paffed; her
pulfe was quiet, but’the belly ftill remained fwelled,
and (lightly painful. Two ounces of mantia were or-
dered to be taken in a glafs of tamarind-water,
which produced little evacuation: an enema, for this
reafon, was given about noon, which pr'oc.iuccd a very
good effect. The patient was now permitted to take
a little foup, which was repeated inthe evening.

The injections were continued as before, and this
day a fmall quantity of good pus was difcharged from
the vagina. The ulceration on the perineum and
thighs difappeared. She now flept nearly the whole
night.

On the eighth day fhe was well during the whole
morning ; fhe ate fome foup, which fhe found very
good but, at three o’clock in the evening, fhe had an -
accefs of a thivering fit, but lefs violent than before.
The hot fit was alfo more moderate ; towards mid-
night the fever {ubfided, and fhc'ﬂept till the next .
day. A purge was prefcribed the day after. At this
‘period the was cured of the difeale which has formed,
the fubject of, this cafe 5 but {till there was a difpofi-
tion to a tertian févcr, which was treated by the re=
medies ufually cmployed

She remained in a’ convalefcent ftate for a confide-
rable time, in confequence of the fever attacking her
at an unfavourable period, and of the weaknefs induced

| B by
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- which was conje@ured to have been repelled from the
furface, and that it now affe@ed the intelfines; the
feat to which the pains were now refexable. Under
this idea, the cure, on the twelfth day, was commienced
by fudorifics ; and, "as no advantage was derived from
this plan in the courfe of eight days, vermifuge medi-
cines were fubflituted. = Some dead worms were void-
ed, and the pain feemed in fome degree to be miti-
gated s but foon they became more violent, though
the fame remedies were perfifted in.

On the 31ft day, the belly was fwelled, which con-
tinued increafing every day. = Stools could not be pro-
cured, either by the exhibition of laxatives or the ufe
of clyfters. = A tumour was now formed in the umbili-
cal region, to which emollient poultices were appiied.
On the 36th, this tumour was opened with 4 lancet, -
and a quantity of matter, refembling chyle in co-
lour and confiftence, was difcharged, in which the
remains of dead and putrified worms were difcovered.
The colour and fmell of the fuid, different from
the foeces, induced a fufpicion that the inteftinal canal
was not free. ‘The patient was better front being dift

“embarraffed from a portion of this matter: the dif-
.charge of the reft was facilitated by the i sroduion
of a canula, Yvhich was left in the wound. ‘o

.On‘the 42d day, when the difch harge began to di=
“minifh, the health of the child was aﬂ‘"ec"ted Tincture
‘of rhubarb was ordered ; <he dlfcharge returned, and

~with it the health of the patient. In this ftate fhe did
not remain long : in fourteen days aferwards tae pa.ms
in the abdomen were renewed with great vioience.—

U 3 Purgatives
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Purgatives Were given, but without effect. The pa-
tient had paffed two days in this ftate, and the cafe
appeared without refource, when fuddenly. all her fuf-
ferings were removed; fhe jumped brifkly out of
bed, and walked in her room." This was on the 56th
day of the difeafe, and the zoth from-the opening of v
* the tumour. i

- The wound was feen to difcharge the clyfters, the
tinfture of rhubarb, with the fuids and éxcrements
of different confiftences; for two days the foeces were
difcharged? from' this paflage, but, on the third,
they pafled the natural way. Hopes of the cafe were
now entertained, which were farther increafed on per-
ceiving that an aperture of the inceftine communica~
ted with the external wound. The adhefion that was
fuppofed to exift between thefe two wounds was at-
tempted to'be favoured, by maintaining the external
opening, whilft a methodical preffure was applied to
the integuments of the abdomen, with the view of ap-
proximating the inteftine.

The paticnt lay conftantly on her back, and took
no other nourifhment than veal broth, with a few
herbs.

- On the goth day of the difeafe, and 32d after the
 excrements had ceafed to pafs by the swound, there

was an cedematous affeGtion come on, which extended
from the feet to the abdomen; but, by the ufe of
diuretics, it fubfided in aafew days. For fome time
fubfequent to this a rigid diet was obferved, and the

cure was at length eftablithed, without the flighteft
inconvenience,

.C‘y"
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2

Cafe of a Waound of the Head, with Contufion and. |

Fratiure.

2

ARY Calignon, 54 years of age, received, on
the 24th of November, 1790, 2 kick from
a horfe, on the middle and inferior part of the os
frontis, forming a tranfverle wound of three inches in
dismeter.  The fymptoms - immediately confequent
to this blow were lofs of fight and recolleétion for
near a quarter of an hour. Though there was little
effufion of blood, the furgeon dreffed the wound with
lint dipt in colophony, and applied a very tight bandage
over the whole. The patient was taken to the Hotel
Dieu.’ :
oThe fuperior edge of the wound was ragged, and
‘of a femi-lunar form. ~The bone was expofed for
half an inch from abeve downwards, and its tranf-
* verfe length an inch and a half. Above the protu-
berance, on the os frontis, there was a tranfverfe
» fiffure, which admitted eafily the end of the fpatula.
After the Syound was well cleaned, Mr. Default
introduced Between the edges lint dipt in the linimen-
tum arcei, and an emollient cataplaim was applied over
the whole : as the pulfe was hard and full, bleeding
~ was thought requifite. She was kept on broth as a
. diet, and a relaxing and refrething diet-drink pre-
feribed.  She had a good night.
U 4 The
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tranfverfely above two inches in length; the edges

were feparated about one inch. A laceration of this
defcription required immediate affiftance. The patient
was in a fyncope when the furgeon was called; he was

carried - immediately home, with his foot cautioufly

fupported ; when he was undrefled and put to bed:

3 @
 his ftocking was cut off, and the wounded part

carefully examined, and found to be i{l the ftate
above-defcribed. ;

* Such confiderable mifchief feemed to admit of no
refource but amputation. - Mr. Corigni conceived it
his duty to attempt faving the limb: with this view,
the wound and the bone, which was denuded, were
cleaned with warm red wine. And after the fracture
was properly reduced, the parts were enveloped with.
comprefles dipt in wine; and the reduced bones
maintained in theit fitvation, by means of the 18-

tailed bandage, and the other ufual dreflings employed. !

for fractures.  He was ordered to be copioufly bled,
and, as a fenfe of thirft came on, barley-water was
preferibed,  acidulated with firup of vinegar. He was
oxzdcrcd veal broth with herbs, and kept on a ftrilt
diet. .
The following night he had bilious vomitingse
fever, and delitium, which lafted for twS days. The

next day the fame fymptoms exifted, with a continual

fenfe of heavinefs. Fe was bled three times in the '

courfe of the day; once «t the morning vifit, at

noon; and at {even in the “evening.
He pafied the next night betrer than the preceding.
After 48 hours the external dreflings were taken off,
the
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the leg and foot were fituated as well as pofiible, but
attended with confiderable f{welling, pain, heat, &c.
the edges of the wound were fwelled and inflamed.

- The cafe was in this ftate, when his leg and faot were
ordered to be fomented with a decotion of marfh-
mallows and elder-flowers,  in addition to the anti-
phlogiftic regim®n, which was ftri¢tly obferved. ~The
comprefles were moiftened, and the limb {prinkled
with this fomentation, many times in the courfe of
the day. Mr. Corigni conceived (though many
are. of a contrary opinion) that tonics, as bark,
camphorated brandy, &c, would be injurious, in the
high itate of inflammation in which the limb was at
 this period.  In fat, itis probable that thefe means
would have tended to increafe the irritation, already
too confiderable, and have produced new mifchief;
and, perhaps, have deftroyed the wital principle. .

The inflammation having attained its urmoft height,
it swas cafy to prognofticate what would be the ter-
mination : incifions were made in the cellular fubftance,
which was confiderably diftended, with the view of
frecing the tibial aponeurofis from the preffure which
might have produced gangrene. -

» The wounds were drefled with pledgets dipt in
marfh-mallw water, ftrengthened with a little camg
phorated fperit:  this "plan was continued for fome
days, and ‘a ftri¢t regimen obferved. © Two or three
days afterwards, the fuppuration became very abun-
dant; there were feven openings, which in the firft
,inftance difcharged a black ichorous fanies, but now
furnithed good pus, both in colour and confiftence.

On
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On the 8th day, fome one recommendcd a board -
to be: mailed at the bottom of his bed. This circum-
ftance, from the. fhock it occafioned, prodruced W
hemotriage from all the wouuds. . Corigni
was fent for, and the hemorrhage ceafcd as {foon as
the dreflings were changed : the part, however, was .
affected with numbnefs, which was foon followed with.
a livid appearaace in the wounds, ceduna, and thiver-
ings. The decoftion of bark was gtven internally, .
and the patt itfelf fomented with the fame decoflion,
mixed. with camphorated f{pirit, and the wounds
drefled with a ftimulating digeftive. This treatment
fucceeded ; for, in 3 or 4 days, thefe fymptoms fub-
fided. At this period the patient was defired to take
‘his  ordinary ptifan:  and lint was fubftituted as a |
_ dreffing inftead of the digeftive, which was fometimes
dipt in barley- water and honey of rofes: this decoéhon
was alfo injected into the deep-feated finuffes. g
His diet was now a little enlarged. . The dlefﬁta
were continued twice a day, il the 17th of Dece
1787, eleven months after the accident. © At this
Mr. Corigni- extracted the extremity of the til
which for a long time had been loofe, and had oce
fioned {ome very unpleafant fymptoms. ' Mr. Corig
«©bferves, that it would be tcdlous to tf‘&e reader to
detail  the different cautions, he was @ompelled tosa
obferve in'the courfe of the treatment, to prevent the
matter lodging in the articylation; in confequence of
the number of abfcefles he was obhced to open
dmmg fuch a confiderable length of time. ; 4
- M
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Mr. Corigni ‘only remarks, that, to obtaifi as much
as poﬁible a free dlfchalge of matter, and to favour
. ‘the injury of the inferior part of the tibia, he Lapphed
at different per 1odsJ the lapis infernalis, to the flaccid
- and diforganized parts, which otherwife miéht have
retarded the cure.  And, at the fame time, candidly
acknowledges, Q;lmt he is'indebted to Mr. Default’s
lectures and practice, for the principles which regulated
his condudy in. the treatment of this cure.

Many {urgeons recommended him to leave 1t to
the efforts of nature, pretending ' that, without  the
affiftance of art, the bony portions in the courfe of
time would be thrown off, as extraneous bodics, and
that the parts would become confolidated, But Mr.
Corigm afks, if naturé alone is adequatc to the ex-
pulfion of the whole inferior extremity of the tibia; *
and, even admitting that her powers are equal to

produce this effec, it would neceffarily occupy a con- -

fiderable time; during which period, it would be
difficult to fupport the: patient under the weaknefs
induced by an abundant fuppuration, ‘and to guard
againft other accidents, which were continua]fy occur-
ting.  After 27 months conftant attention, he was
able to walli.-;- As might be expected, there was'an

‘wankilofis in the joint. conneéting the foot and leg

' but there W?i} no deformity nor enlargement of thes

{* articulation, Which was of the ﬁmc fize as the oppoure
ﬁde.

* Mr. Corigni has fer{'t'th?al feparated portion of the béne\ to
~the edifor : it is three inches and a halfin length, and compre-
thends all the mftmor part of e tibia.

j Thi_s
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She had been afflicted with thefe ulcers for 18
years ; they broke out after an obftruttion, *about the
- pericd of the ceffation of the menfes. They were
fituated on both fides of the leg, above the malleoli.
The ulcer on the infide was fix mches in length, and
near a quarter of an inch in depth: the external one
was deeper, and eight inches in circumference. The
edges of both were hard and callus; a fmall quannty
" of bloody fanious matter exuded from their furface.
The leg and foot was increafed one-third more than
its natural fize : thefe parts were firewed with hard
knotty tumours, which frequently accompany varices.
Very frequently the {kin was covered with fcaly
crufts, proofs of the exiftence of former ulcerations.
 The firft day the ulcers were filled with foft lint,
and the parts were covered with poultices, with the
view of detaching the .incruftaticns: a ptifan of dock
and fumitory was ordered, with fmall quantities of
light food. After the third day the fuppuration was
abwndant, thick, and of a white colour, and the
edges of the ulcer became more foft and deprefled.
The poultices were left off, and compreflion employ-
ed in the following manner,. Small fillets of fine li-
nen, dipt in cerate, were applied on the edges of the
Jore, coarfe lint was applied to the ulcer, and over
this a pxece?of linen to act as a comprhfs The,
whole was f ‘cured by a tight bandage, fix ells in
length, and three inches in breadth. The end of the
bandage - was fixed to thestoes by circular turas, which
were refleted _completely over the foot, then conti-
-nued on the leg as high up as the knee; cautioufly
: obferving
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obferving a regular degree of preflure, reverfing the
bandage as frequently as it was neceffary, that it might
be mods exactly applied. .
This manner of drefling, daily rcncwed the pa-
tient fupportcd extremely well. — The next day the
fuppuration was abundant, and better in quality. —
It diminithed confiderably by the 1ath. The
edges of the wound were nearly depreffed to a level |
with the furface ; the quantuy of food: wws now en-
larged. The ulcer on the infide was cicatrized by
the 18th day, and the external one diminifhed
three-fourths ; but was not Cured till 22 days after-
wards. ‘ '

‘At this time an ulcer formed on the anterior and ;
inferior part of the leg, whofe progrefs was fo rapid,
that, in three days, ‘it was two inches in diameter.—
Two' {maller ulcers alfo appeared on the back of the |
foot. 'This incident did not influence the treatment,
and the new ulcers pafled ‘through the fame ftages as -
the firft: but the cure was more flow in its progfefs,
nor did cicatrization perfeétly take ‘place till 7o days
after their appearance. ‘ il

At this period the patient loft her appetite,  the
tongue became furred, and the mouth bitter; cir-
cumftances which often arife from confinement and

"bad air. A grain of ftibiated ‘tartar ,15 given in @
“pint of decotion of dog’s tooth, Wh1ch was fufficient
to defiroy this bilious difpofition. It occafioned plen-

tiful evacuations, and procufed a return of her appetite

‘and health, — i3 WL
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Wather-woman, of the name of Savary, who

had a number of children, had. varicous legs,
extremely diftended.  An eryfipelatous affection, im-~
properly treated, had produced many uleers, whofe
edges were callus, though they had exifted of\ly three
months.  Compreflion, continued for 15 days, was
fufficient for the cure.

At all times the treament of varicous ulcers has
varied confiderably. Independent of internal remedies,
plafters, ointments; and 2 variety of applications; Hav.c
been employed; cauftics, and even painful opera
tions, have been performed, always unneceflarily, and
generally without fuccefs. Thefe fpecies of ulcers

were efteemed infinitely difficult to treat, if not incu-
rable. - , P
If we call to our recolletien what tliz ancients, and
the greater part of the moderns, have written on the |
fubjeét of callus and phagedenic ulcers of the legss
on ulcers which they termed Chironien and Telephicns |
in a word, thofe that they term in general malignant
and inveterate ; we fhall recognize, under the deferip-

tion
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tion of difeafes fo obftinate and painful, the fame va-
ricous ulcers #%ve have juft deferibed; Wthh eafily
yield to\methods ﬁmple, local,, and purely mecha-
nical. ¢ >

The m{!ﬁ‘c'ulty praftitioners have experienced in
their cure has led them to inveftigate the caufe. —

They have been attributed to a depravity of the hu-
mours; to acrimony, thicknefs, or tenuity, in the
blood; t& a bad conftitution : but they have been
more p'z?rtic’ula'rly referred to difeafes of the liver and
fpleen. It is, however, obferved, that dilation of the
veins, and fwelling of the leg, always either precede
or follow this fpecies of ulcer. They have even gone
farther; for the moft ancient authors acknowledge,
that a cure of thefe ulcers cannot be obtained with-
out the deftruction of thefe varices.

For a great length of time thefe varicous affec-

tions were fuppofed to have been produced by a thick
angl melancholic ftate of the blood ; by blood of ‘a
particular kind, which Galen and other authors term
the fazces or dregs of the blood. From this arofe the
opinion, that it was falutary that this fort of blood
fhould be carried to the moft diftant parts -of the
‘)bt?)dy, and that it would be dangerous to deftroy
thofe re,erv-mxs, which produce, at a diftance frorn
the heart, the dilatiof of veins and ulcers of thc
" inferior extremities.

They were confidered by the ancients as iffies con-
ducive to health, and the fuppreffion of which might
brmg on cough, hemoptofis, hemorrhoidal flux,
pam in the kidneys, pleurify, madnefs, apoplexy,

RKig cachexy,
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cachexy, dropfy ; in ihort, every tetrible difeafe, or
even death itfelf.  Such is the language of all the an-
cients, and of a great number of the moderns.®

¥

After thefe opinions, is it not aftonithing to. find
thern undertaking the cure of a compldint, which
they efteemed as contributing to the healch of thofe
who were fubjeét to its attack ? e
Hippocrates only propofes to punéture thefe va-
sices, that the patient may be cured by taléing off the
diftenfion of the vefiels; by evacuating the blood.—
Phyficians who fucceeded him have been more: bold s
thc'y have attempted the radical cure of thofe ulcers
and varices, by deftroying the varicous veins. It is
gruc, that this plan was not adopted till the fuppofed
original vice in'the blood had been combated by a
long courfe of internal remedies. :
[Btius and Paulus Eginetus fpeak of excifion of the
varices: as a co_mmon.occurrehce. The firft author,
however, - admits, that this ctuel operation, fo far
from ‘producing the intended effect, leaves a freth
ulcer, which itfelf becomes incurable. Avicennus has
madé the fame remark. This obfervation has not
efcaped the notice of thofe moderns who have had
occafion to excife varices ; and the work of* G. Bed-
: loo, extratted by Manget, affords a Ariking exs
ample. | e g o ol

# Bidloo. Exercit. Anat. Chif; &eifter, Inflit. part i lib.v.
cap. 7. Bell’s Treafife on Ulcers, part 2d, {eck. 1. par. 4. Thed.
Remarques et Obf. Trad. par Chayron, p. 23. !

o
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.
viz. compreffion. The compreffive bandage, a5 de-
foribed by Avicennus, * (as one of the curative
means Conftantly employed in his time;) /1cxtcnded
from the inferior part of the leg as high as the
knee.

This author recommends thofe who have varices
not to walk, or even ftand upright; without their
bandage. This method, which has been borrowed
from Avicennus by Fabricius Aquapend&me, Scul-
tetus, Fabricius Hildanus, Joh. Munch, &ec. 1s near-
"1y the fame as we employ at prefent ; but it appears
that the Arabs did not derive all the advantages of
which this method is fufceptible ; or, from bciﬁg lefs
bold, or mere inexpericnced, than us, they did not
employ this comprefiive method in varices accompa—
nied with ulcers.

Compreflion, in the treatment of ulcers at that: ;
time, was not a new difcovery : the good effects of
its application were known even to H1pp0crates-—-
Paré is indebted to that illuftrious obferver for ‘the
-precept he lays down in favour of the ufe of a tight
bandage for the cure of ulcers; but that it fhould
not extend more than a few inches below the ulce-
rated part. Scultetus and Fabricius Hildanus have
gone farther, they have employed for zhe treatment
of varicous ulcers the bandage that- P{vmennus em-
ployed in dilatation of the veins and in fwelling of
the legs.

Subfequent pratitioners (hax?e.neglc&ed this me-
thod ; and, if we cannot in our times attribute the in-

* Can. Feb. ze, Lib, iii, Tra. 1. 2
vention
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vention to Theden, he ftill has the merit of bring-
ing it into general ufe, and of explaining the mode
of actiofy and the effects of compreffion. *

There is, however, one effe& that feems to have
efcaped the notice of Theden, which is, the de-
{truction of the callous edges in old ulcers. In the
vaft number of patients in the Hotel Dieu, this
fymptom is frequently obferved, and yet there 1s
no neceffty for employing incifions, - fearifications,
cauftics, epifpaftics, and other means propofed by .
authors, and employed by the generality of prac-
titioners. Compreflion, with a neat methodical way.
of dreffing, conftanty fucceeds (and often in a few
days) in the deftruftion of thefe callofities.

Compreffion is alfo the only means of prevente
ing the return of varicous uleers,

The i‘cockmcr made of fkin; laced, generally em-
ployed  after clcatrization, is not a new invention s
it was known to Fabricius Aquapendente, Wifeman,
Scultetus, &c.; and dog’s fkin, as being fupple

and elaftic, was then, as it is now, appropriated to

©®

Lafe
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The wounds produced by the ball were drefled
with tents of foft lint; all the parts affeted were
covereddwith an emollient fomentation, witlva trifling
addition of brandy, and the whole dreflings retained
by the 18-tailed bandage.

The thigh was alfo confiderably ln_]uer The ball,
after pafling ous of the right knee, entered the lateral,
internal, and inferior, part of the left thigh, between the
{femi-nervefi and the femi-membranofi mufcles; and,
at the 'ihfcrior part of the femur, pafied backwards,
near the popliteal nerves, and made its exit through
the inférior, lateral, external, and a little to the
pofterior part of the thxgh by the fide of the tendon
of the biceps. | s

After the neceflary incifions, 14 thot were extra&ed
from different parts of the leg and thigh. The
dreflings were the fame as ufual in fuch cafes. The
patient was ordered to be bled : relaxing antiphlogiftic
drinks prefcribed, and the ftricteft regimen enjoined.
The bleeding was repeated three - times . the three
following days. The wounded parts drefled with a

digeftive and fomented with an emollient campho-

rated. fomentation.  The fymptoms, however, ftill
kept increafing 5 and, from the fwelling and violent
® inflammatien that extended alonor the thigh and right
leg, gangreng was expscted.  The fever was violenty
with convulfive motions; the tongue was dry and
~ furred, with a bitter tafte in the mouth.. Thefe cir-
cumftances, conjomed with - naufea, induced Mr.
Thiebault to prefcribe the deco@ion of bark; ren-
“dered laxative by the addition of fal glauberi. An
infufion
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snfufion of fcordium and an antifeptic accidulated potion
were exhibited, and emollient camphorated enemas
with nitte adminiftered. The wounds wet drefied
with digeftive, and a ftrong decottion of ‘bark with
camphire and volatile alkali. R :

After thefe remedies were employed for three days,
‘the fymptoms were obvioufly diminiftred ; the tenfion
and fwelling of the wounded parts were confiderably
leflened. A good and plentiful fuppuratxo‘h was efta-
‘blithed. The fever, however, fill remained, with a
bitter tafte in the mouth, a black and furred tOngue,
though a little moift.

A laxative medicine, compofed of manna and
tamarinds, was ordered, which procured fome bilious
ftools, and the difcharge of a confiderable number
of worms. This remedy was exhibited the next
day, and attended with the fame fuccefs. The anti-
feptic 'and vermifuge medrcmes were pcrﬁﬁed in for
5 or 6 days.

The inflammation and fwelling of the Wounded
parts had now nearly fu’o_ﬁded The efchars floughed
off; and the fuppuration from the wounds was of a
good quality, but abundant in confequence of feveral
finuffes, that communicated with the articulation of
the knee. From the inferior part of the“fight thigh,f
the pus pafled out with the fynovia, My an aperture -
formed by the ball, in croffing the interftices of the
frattured bones. )

From this time, the fmall “Wounds produced by
the fhot healed rapidly, and were foon after cicatri-
zed.  The wound, made by the ball in the left

thigh,
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thigh, healed equally well, but: not fo on the
right.

At thigperiod, the patlcnt fatisfied with his prefent
fituation, Aegleéted his regimen and medxcmcs Some
ableefles were formed in his thigh. and leg, cither in
confequence . of fome remaining thot, or fphntcrs
detached by fuppuration, or from want of attention
on his part. The majority of thefe abfcefles emptied
themfelvesy® at leaft partially, by the wounds in the
articulation.  Attention was paid to open them early,
and ‘to repeat the dreflings, frequently, to prevent
the ftagnation of matter; but, notwithftanding, the
pus diffufed itfelf in the cellular fpongy fubftance
of the fraGtured bones, producing fwclhng and en-
largement of thefe parts,

. Thefe {fymptoms did not render the patient more
attentive : he committed many imprudences, con-
{tantly negleting his regimen and medicines. In con-
fequence of - this mifconduct, independent of the
ablceffes juft fpoken of, he had nearly an univerfal
infiltration in the cellular fubftance, which it was
neceflary to combat by ‘a particular mode of treat-
ment. The face was puffed, the belly tenfe, the
extremitics cedematous, particularly the leg and thigh,
®which waswof an extraordinary fize.

Compreﬁion, injections, incifions, &c. accordmg’
to the cmgenues of the cafe, were at different times
“employed. Thefe means would be tedious and un-
neceflary to mentior in detail: it is fufficient to
obferve, that feveral fhots, at different periods, were
extracted from the lateral and external part of the

right
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right knee, which at firft could not be extraéted.
Ten bony {plinters, of different fizes, were alfo thrown
off, Amd, after a long continued ufe of tficture of
. mysth apd aloes, the wound cicatrized, contrary to
the expeltation of the furgeons and. phyficians who
were confulted in the cafe, and who deemed it incu-
rable. At the end of ten weeks therg remained only
one wound to be healed; which was where the ball
paffed out.  This wound was fituated a® deferibed
before, on the lateral and internal part of the right
knee, immediately above the condyle of the femur,
and by which the fynovia was continually difcharged,
after the external wound was healed:

This opening was difficult to cicatrize: deterfive
injections, refolutives, . and ftrengthening applicdtions,
did not fucceed : and there was reafon to {ufpect it
would remain fiftulous.  But it yielded at laft to the
inje€tion of the beaume du commandenr,™ which was
employed for 15 days, and ufed twice in 24 hours.

At the end of three months, Mr. ‘Thiebault ob-
ferves, he had the pleafure of feeing his patient
perfectly cured, and walking with the affiftance of
crutches. : ' i

The motions of flexion and extenfion of the right
knee were as yet very confined, and improved but’
Mowly: but the lefi knee was in its @attirél ftate.
As it was the feafon for the waters of Plombieres,

¥ For the formula and mode of plfepa:‘ing the Beaume du Com-
mandeur, the reader is referred to Les Elémens de Pharmacie,
théorique et pratique, par Monf, Baumé, 8vo. 5th edition.

Ot

My,
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Mr. Thiebault recommended their ufe to his pa-
tient. * He derived every advantage that was ex-
peéted froom their ufe. He walked with more firm-
nefs, the totions of his knee were freer, the liga-
ments ftrengthened, and the bones were diminithed
to their natural fize; and, at the moment this me-
moir was written, every circumftance went on as
well as poffible.

The mefions of the patella, thofe of flexion and ex-
tenfion of the leg on the thigh, were as free as before
the accident. The only veftiges that now remained
were the cicatrices, and a flight irregularity in the fize
and figure of the patella, an irregularity {enfible only
to the touch, and which did not impede -its func-
tions. The patient, who limped for a confiderable
time, felt no inconvenience of this fort but when
too much fatigued, and then it was fcarcely percep-
tible. :

Mr. Thiebault remarks, that, eight days fince,
he’ had feen the patient in the fituation juft deferi-
bed, and he now attends to his ordinary occupa-
tions in the country. T

o - * Plombieres is a fmall village, fituated in Lorraine, celebrated
for its baths, which are fuppofed to poflefs confiderable efficacy in
the cure of ulcers, colics, inveterate fevers, rheumatifms, and in-
fammations : ‘it is furrounded by the mountains of Voge.

Vide Di&iennaire Géographique Portatif, p. 500.
+ Mr. Thiebault wrotz this memoir on ‘the 1oth of May,
1791.

5.0

Cafe
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Cafe of an Ulerated Canicr, with a4 szrm of ﬁme
Rib, cured by Ampuration.

@
o

[By Mr. Cacnion, Surgeoi.]

€.

KA LLE Fournier, of Verneuil, 47 years of age,

of a bilious temperament, with a face full of
plmples, confultcd Mr. Cagnion, for a cancer in
her breaft. In the centre of this tumour was an
ulcer, an inch in depth, with hard and ‘raifed edges,
and of a livid colour. ~The difcharge was confi-
derable, black, and extremely corrofive.

The tumour was moyeable, and amputé.tion of
the breaft propofed, as the only poffible means of
cure, ‘The operation was performed by Mr. Cagni-
on, on the rath of May of the fame year, who was
extremely fufprifed to find a nucleus to this tumour,
as large as a hen’s €82, which croffed the pectoralis
major. A portion of the mufcle was raifed, and a
caries of the rib difcovered, three inches in ex-
tent. ' :

. After the tumour was removed, it was found tao

aneigh three pounds. The patient was drbﬂed metho-
dically ; but was now left to the care®of Mr. Si-

card, a furgeen in.the town, from the diftance be- |
ing inconvenient to Mr. Cagpion. It was feven
. months before it was healed, the procefs of cicatriza=
tion being retarded by the exfoliation, s
"This
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This patient is perfectly cured, and, in the courfe
of 15 years, which has tranfpired fince the opera-
tion, 'fhc.\ has enjoyed an excellent ftate of health,
without ti leaft return or appearance of any glan-
dular tumounr. *

o8

Cancerous Ulcers cured.

[By Mr. LacuapeLrs, Surgeon to the Hofpital ‘of
Saint-Louis. ]

CH A St T

ANE Chatillon, 45 years of age, was attacked, in
the courfe of September, 1788, with an inflam-
mation on the left ala of the nofe. Some time af-’
terwards the part ulcerated, which occafioned a trou-
blefome and fometimes a painful itching : different
means were unfuccefsfully employed, and the cafe re-
mained nearly ‘in. the fame fituation tll the month of

: # The hiftory of this cafe is_extremely valuable, when we call
_ to our recolle€tion what authors have written on the fubje@ of
[ cancers combined with caries of the ribs.  Vide Monro’s Medical
. Effays, vol, v.

Y % Septémbcr
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ClnA S NE Tl .

‘ \RANCES Dyval received a fcratch with the nail
near the left- commiflure of the lower lip,
which was dollowed with confiderable fwelling and
inflammation. Emollient poultices were applied, to
check the progrefs of the complaint, without fuc-
cefs. An abfcefs was formed and opened, and
from this time the fymptoms feemed to be calmed.
Bur this alleviation was only temporary, for, in a few
days, fhe was afflicted with a violent pain in her lip,
and with an eryfipelas. that extended over the whole
face. Both fymptoms difappeared after fhe had been
bled at different times in the foot. A fmall ulcer re-
" mained at the part where the fcratch was received,
which withftood the refources of art and empiricifm.
She applied to the hofpital of St. Louis on the 1ft
of April, 1789.

" The edges of the ulcer were turned upwards, hard,
and callous ; the fuppuration abundant and putrid.—
For the firfk three days, cataplafms, moiftened with
ag. veg. were applied. On the 4th, the patient took
two grains of emetic tartar in a pint of water, to

 check a bilious difpofition, which was evidently ma-
‘nifeft. On the 8th, a “fudorific ptifan was ordered,
and fix grains of mineral alkali added to each pint.

Qrn the 10th, the ulcer affumed a vermilion colour,

X - the

e
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the fuppuration became lefs, and the fetor dimi-
nithed. On the 26th, fome fungus fleth appeared at
the bottom of the ulcer, which was reprfifed by a
pledget dipt in a flight folution of the fapis infer-
nalis. ;

The efchar was detached on the 28th: from that
time the fuppuration gradually diminifhed, and cicatri-
zation hegan to take place.  On the 4oth, pledgets,
dipt in the folution of verdegris and fubkimate, were
employed, and the ulcer ciFatrizcd in ten days.

@ A HG SRR R,

a

FRANCIS Ray was admitted into the hofpital of
St. Louis, on the 2oth of March, 178g, for
the cure of an ulcer on the internal part of the up-
per-lip, -on the right fide. It was accompanied by
inflammation, fwelling, and pain. There were two
fitulous finufles opened frgm this ulcer; one into
the right noftril, and the other under the feptum

nafi. B

On the thick part of thie deft fide of the lip there'|
was alfo a fmall tumour, ready to ulcerate, and
which produced the moft exquifite pﬁin. ‘Sudorifics

were

70
ey
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were ordered, and the fiftule injeed with bar-
~ ley-water and honey ; and cataplafins, moiftened with -
aqg. veg. applied to the part. ‘This treatment, con-
tinued for three weeks, was not attended with the
fuccefs expected. From the advice of a. phyfician,
fumigations with cinnabar were tried, from a fufpi-
+ cion it arofe from®venereal virus; but, after this ex-
>periment, the, difeafe increafed in violence. The ulcer
now affeéted the nofe, which it in part deftroyed.—
The f{mall tumour of the left fide begun to ulcerate,
and the lip was foon divided throuohout its ‘whole
breadth. -
This fpreading of the ulceration was fome days in
taking place, during which period the fumigations
were only twice employed. The ufe of emolli-
ents were again had recourfe to, which alleviated the
{ymptoms, and in a little time checked the progrefs
of the difeafe. The ulcer was then dreffed with the
folution of verdegris and fublimate, and the fiftule
injected with the fame fluid. The fudorific ptifan was -
continued ; ﬁvc drops of vol. alk. added to each
pint. i
After this plan was purfued for 15 days, the
{welling diminifhed, the fuppuration became better,
and lefs in quantity. ‘The upper-lip cicatrized a little
time afterwards,nand a flight degree of deformity only
| remained.

X3 Frattures
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Fragtures of the Neck of the Fefur.

S G DU )

@ »

ETER Lefprit, 38 years of age, ,fc'cll from an *
eminence thirty feet high, into one of the
quarries of Montmartre. Notwithftanding he felt
confiderable pain in the internal part of his thigh,
he had fufficient courage to walk to the Hotel Dieu,
fome hours after the accident. This was on the 8th of

November, 1787. TR ;

On examination, no doubt was entertained of the
exiftence of a fraCture of the neck of the femur,
from the following fymptoms: The trochanter major
was more elevated, and thrown more backwards,
than in its natural fituation; the point - of the, foot
was turned outwards, the limb fhortened, and the
crepitus diftinétly to be heard, It was eafily redu-
ced, by an affiftant extending the foot and the infe-

rior part of the leg, whillt another afiftant kept

the trunk  fixed, by holding the patient by the
thoulders, g d

After the reduction, the’ dreffings ‘ufually employ-
~ed in the Hétel Dieu, for frattures of the fefnung‘

were applied. They conffted of a long comprefs‘:
and two circular ones, applied- to the part affected,
and kept moift with aq. veg. min.; the bandage 4
bandelettes, (defcribed page 228) 5~ linen, *tow, &c.

to
¥
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to fill ‘'up the interftices. The whole was covered
with drgp fanon, and fupported by three {plints.—
One of the fplints was placed on the infide, and
extended alfo the whole length of the extremity,
as high up as the: chrita of the ilium. The third
extended as high up as the laft; but reached only
as low down a8 the knee. Thefe {plints were fuf-
tained fuprrxorly by a narrow body bandage, that
encompaﬂed the pelvis, and afterwards expended and
fecured by knots round the fraCured member.

He was ordered to drink diluting liquors, and,
from' fome fymptoms that ftill exifted, it was thought
proper to bleed him the mext day. The fracture
was united by the 4oth day, and the patient difchar-
ged the hofpital, two months after his admiflion,
with the thigh a little fhortened.

Ceims mo

ARY Tabourin, 63 yglars‘ of age, frattured
the aneck of “the lefc femur, on the 1oth
April, 1788, by falling from a high place, on the

- trochanter major. S}y: _was immediately carried to

the Hoétel Dieu, Where this fpecies of fracture was

seafily diftinguithed, by an union of all the characte-
riftic [ymptoms,

Y 4 The
0
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The cafe was treated in the fame manner as the
' preceding ; but, though the bandage was well ap-
plied, confiderable pain was occafionally expenenced
at the fraGtured part. Two months clapfed before
the fracture was confolidated, and the patient re-
mained convalefcent a confiderable time.

Freq_uént and long-continued exere:fe did not re-
ftore either eafe or fecurity in her motions; and
when fhe left the hofpital, four months after her
admiffion, fhe walked with confiderable difficulty.

Gleond Sl I

USAN Bourgoin, 71 years of age, was brought
to the Hotel Dieu on the 1oth of November,
1788, with a fracture of the neck of the femur, in 2
confequence of a fall on the trochanter major. . For
the retention of the parts, after the reduétion, no
farther means were employed than linen; &c. '(too
fill up the inequalities,) applied immediately to the
limb, and the fplints difpofed and fecured as in the
preceding cafes.

To prevent the trunk of the oody defcending
the patient was fecured to the head of the bed, by
two bands fewcd to that part of the body -bandaoe

; that

1))
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that paffed ‘over the fides of the thorax, immc’diately
under thg axille. i

During the courfe of the treatment; no farther pain
was experienced. The fratture was confolidated by
the 4s5th dav, and, by the ufe of exeicile, the mo-
tion was foon reftored.

At the time’ this woman fhould have been dif=
charged ﬁpm the hofpital, - fhe had a coniufion of
her head, 'in confequence of a fall, of which fhe died
in four days afterwards.

The body was publicly examined, and the offious
fregments were found united by a hard firm callus;
and without any deformity, :

N6 . SE R IV

A A ARY Vanneur, 5g vears of age, was thrown
down by =2 horfe, on the 6th of March;.
1789 She fell on her left fide, and, notwithftand-
ing the confiderable pan, fhe made long and con- o
tinued efforts®to rife. Thefe exertions produced a
thortening of the thigh of above four inches, by the
time the patient was admitted into the Hotel Dieu.
The fracture of the neck of the femur was other-
wife fufficiently characterized, by the facility with
which the limb was reftored to its natural fituation,

by
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by means of a flight degtee of extenfion. In addition
to this there was a crepitus, and a motiop, of the
trochanter major when the thigh was rotated. This
éminence, from this time, became the centre of mo-
tion, and turned on its axis like a pivot, inftead of
exccuting its ordinary revolutions in the arch of a
circle. i

This woman was dreffed, and fixed te the head
of the bed, in the fame manner as the precedmrr pa-
tient; but, to prevent the leg being drawn up to-
wards the body, the foot was retained by a bandage,
the middle of which was paffed behind the leg, above -
the malleoli, and the ends decuffated each other on
the back of the foot, then fecured by a knot on the
fole of the foot, and afterwards fecured to the foot-
board of the bed. By this method a conftant exten-
fion was kept up, the patient not the leaft incom- |
moded, nor any pain whatever expericnced during
the treatment. = S

Two months after the accident fhe was difcharged
‘the hofpital perfectly cured, with only a {mall degree

of rigidity in the articulation, from want of exer-
cife. :

CASE



(i523.)) .

»

9

A °

% CoalA 8- B N

[By Mr. DeLamone, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]
2

ANN’ Demond, 75 years of age, flipt down
(with a heavy burthen on her head) and fell
on her right fide. This happened on the 28th of
January, 17go. She felt a very acute pain in the
fuperior part of the thigh, accompanied with a crack-
ing noife. She was incapable of rifing without af-
fiftance, and was taken immediately to the Hotel
Dieu.

On examination, it afforded all the characteriftic
marks of a fraGure of the neck of the femyr.  The
limb was fhortened three inches. —— This cafe was
%reated like the preceding one; but the was not fuf-
ficiently attentive to preferve her limb in the fitua-
tion in which it had been placed. She deranged the
dreffings every day, and was continually moving the
limb.

Abow the goth day, this patient became a little
tractable. ,The fame plan was perfifted in, and, By
the 68th day the fraCture was united. She was dif-
charged the hofpital perfetly cured, without the leaft
fhortening of the limb, -

CASE

N
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[By Mr. CazeNave, Surgeon to the Hofpital of
St. Louis. ]
1\/_‘[ATHIAS Rathoury, 7o years of age, had been
many years in the infirmary of the Bicétre,
where he had been admitted for the treatment of the
itch. The natural indolence of this man, the virus .
which almoft conftantly affected him, and his long
refidence in a confined and unhealthy place, had
tended to weaken him extremely. In this ftate he
had the misfortune to fracture the neck of the femur,
and the trochanter major, by falling out of bed.

The complaint was viewed as unimportant, and,
treated as a fimple contufion of the thigh. = Fifteen
days after the accident, as the fymptoms were conti-
nued and ferious, they fent hxm to the hofpital of
St. Louis.

The trochanter major was fituated hlgher, and
more forward, than in its natural fituation, and could
be moved in every dirc&ion; ‘though the body of
the femur, from which it was completely feparated,
remained fixed and immoveable. . In this cafe the
only fymptoms that indicated a frature of the neck
of the femur were the fhortnefs of the limb, and the
crepitus, that could be diftinétly heard, notwithftand-

ing;
{
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ing the time that had tranfpired fince the acc’ident'
"There Was alfo another extraordinary {fymptors, which
might *have impofed on perfons lefs attentive and
experienled : this was the fituation of the, foot, the
point of Which was turned inwards.

For the reduétion of the frattured neck of the
femur extenfign only was neceflary. The trochan-
ter was brought into its fituation, and retained there
by means of comprefies. Continued and permanent
extenfion was employed, and the fame dreffings as
in Cafe IV. The confiderable pain that the patient
experienced fince the accident was leflened after the

* redu@ion, and foon afterwards completely fubfided.’
From the age of the patient, and the favourable
circumftances of the cafe, bleeding was omitted, and
a diluting drink only prefcribed.

The fractures feemed to be united twenty days
after the redution; the prima via appeared to be
affected, the tongue was furred and yellow, the fe-
ver and pain in the head confiderable. Thefe cir-
cumftances were attended to by the phyfician. The
furgcons continued to drefs the fractures, A diar-
* rheea came on foon afterwards, and he died in a {tate -
of marafmus 44 days after his admiffion.

> On diffeétion, the fkin of the thigh was found
thicker than natural, and a reddifh fluid was effufed
in the cellular fubftance; the mufcles were fhrunk
and blended together. The fraftured parts were
furrounded with a “ﬁlbﬁance like the fkin of g
hog, which adhered to the bone, and could not,

’be removed but with difficulty by the knife. The

fracture
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fra@ture of the trochanter had firmly united by means
of a denfe membranous fubftance, interpofed between
that apophyfis and the body of the bone. ¢

The ncck of the femur had been divided in its
middle part. it ‘was united without deformity, but
lefs firmly than the trochanter. ‘The ‘medium of
union was alfo a membranous fubftance, very" denfe
in its ftructure, and was ingrafted in the extremities
of the contiguous bones. The fractured pigces were -
feparated by a groove at their circumference.  In
this groove there were red granulations, abfolutely
fimilar to thofe on the furface of bones before and
after exfoliation. :

CilA =8 ViRl
[By Mr, Bezarp, Surgeon to the Hotel Dicu.j

N the 4th of November, 17490, Nicolas Mi-
¢ ftrat, a native of Paris, 45 years of age, fell
from the top of a hay-cart, about 12 Gr 't & feet in
- height, on his cheft, and on the left trochanter major.
From the pain, in confequence, of his fall, he was

unable to rife. Te was carried. immediately to the
Hotel Dieu, :

O

When
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When laid on his back, it was found, on exami-
nation, that the left thigh was fhorter than the right.
There wgs confiderable pain and f{welling at the fu-
perior q.nd pofterior part of the thigh. The knee
and the pomt of the foot were turned outwards, On
rotating the limb the pain was increafed. The tro-
chanter major, carried a litde backwards, was
more elevated, and projected lefs, than in its natural
fituation. A flight projeftion was perceived at the
' fuperior and anterior. part of the thigh. |

On attempting to rotate the limb, the trochanter
major turned like a pivor on its axis, and the cre-
pitus was now diftinctly to be heard. Thefe cir-
cumftances conjoined together left no doubt of the
exiftence of a fratture of the neck of the femur.—
The fame treatment, and plan of continual exten-
fion, was obferved as in the preceding cafes. The
feathers were moved from that part of the bed that
prefied on the convex parts of the leg and thigh,
togards the part that correfponded to the . different
concavities of the limb.

This patient was alfo affetted with onlent pain in
the cheft, fpitting of blood, and difficulty of breath-
ing. He was immediately bled, a pectoral drink,
{weetened with firup of marfh- mallows, prefcribed,
and a 11013 diet ordered to be obferved.

The next day the fpitting of blood and difficulty
of refpiraion fill remained. He was bled a fecond
time. The bandage that was paffed round the cheft
tended much to increafe the difficulty of re{plratlon,
ag it was kept in fome degree tight, with the view

of
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of keeping up a fufficient counter-extenfion.  Fof
this reafon Mr. Default omitted this method of keep-
ing-up the extenfion, to fuoﬂltute another vhich did
not act upon the cheft. This method isedefcribed
page 232 of this volume, To effeét this, the out-
fide fplint was removed, and a longer fubflituted in,
its room, notched at one “of its end(s, and a tranf-
verfe hole made, one inch from the notch. The
ends of the bandage which kept up the éxtenfion of
the foor, inftead of being tied in a knot on the fole,
were paffed, one through the tran{verfe hole, and the
other over the notch, and then fecured by knots,
or to the outfide of the fplint. The other end of
this fplint, engaged in the duplicature of the body-
bandage that {urrounded the pelvis, was fecured in
the manner defcribed page 228 of this volume.

The patient foon experienced the beft effe@s from
this new mode of drefling, and as foon" as the bands
attached to the head and foot of the bed were re-
moved, the pain in his thigh fubfided, and his refpi-
ration became eafy. By means of this variation in
his dreflings, he was capable of moving a littde in
his bed without injuring the fratture ; when, beforey
he was retained nearly in an immoveable * pofture.
He was able, in this fituation, to ufe 2 bed-pany
when, with the original dreffings, it was with extreme
difficulty this convenience could be emfployed. Per-
haps to this caufe we may frequently attribute the
delay of union in fractures, and the deformmes which
fometime refult.

From
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firft Boor. She paffed the whole night on the pave-
ment in the ftrect. The limb was more fhortened
than ufal in thefe cafes; and, at the antefior and
fuperior part of the thigh, there was a confiderable
projection, of the mufcles. The other fymptoms
were precifely the fame as related in the preceding
cafes. ‘The limb was kept conftantly extended, in
the manner defCribed in Cafe VIL

The fragture appeared confolidated, by the 26th day.
The extenfion, however, was kept up till the 38th.
By the 46th, the patient was able to walk with the
affiftance of a ftick. Not any fhortening of the limb
was obferved.

C A SO E X,

[By Mr. Giravub, Surgeon to the Hotel Dicu.]

Y 3

ARY-ANN Lédreux, 75 years of age, frattu- 5
red the neck of her left femur, in confequence
of a fhock on the trochanter major. - She endeayour-
ed to rife, but was incapablc of effeing it without af-
fiftance. Supported by two perfons, fhe walked to
Z 2 her
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Ter own home, about a mile -and a half diftant.
For 21, days fhe remained in her room without
the leatt afiiftance. The pains, during thiscperiod,
having augmented to a violent degree, fhe yvas com-
pelled to ‘go to the Hotel Dieu, on the 13¢h of May,
1791. 'Fhe fraftured thigh was at this time an inch
and a half fhorter than the other. :

A permanent extenfionon the pelvis and foot was
kept up, as in the preceding ‘cafes. - "Ehe patient
was eafier from the moment the dreffings were ap-
plied ; and, in a little time, they totally ceafed. There
was, however, fome degree of remaining fever, with
weaknefs, which fenfibly increafed.  On the 13th day
after her admiffion, fhe had an accefs of epileply,
and expired the next day, 35 days after the acci-
dent. :

On the opening of the body, the following mufcles
were found in a ftate of relaxation: the gluteus max-
imus, quadratus lumborum, obturator internus, pfoas,
and iliacus. The glutzus medius and tenfor vagie
femoris were ina ftate of tenfion. - The cellular fub-
ftance, conneéting the mufcles near the articulation, -
was thicker than ufual. The capfular ligament was
alfo of more than an ordinary degree of thicknefs,
and contained a kind of bloody fluid. At the inferies
and internal part of the liggmentum teres, near its
‘infertion, a {mall portion of the head of the bone
“was found, denuded of its cartilage, and ‘covered.
with red pimples. ‘The ligamentum teres-idelf was
nearly detached from the head of the bone, and was

lodged at the bottom 'of the cotyloid: caviey. The
3 ’ neck
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neck of the femur was united -apparently by a fi-
brous groduction. The length and directich of the
bone was natural, e

2
2

_Modern authors, who have written on the fraGure
of the neck of the femur, have repeated, from each
other’s ‘works, that this fpecies was difowned by the
ancients, and confounded by them with a-luxation
of the bone. :

The honour of the difcovery: of this fpecies of
fraGure is univerfally given to Paré. But how is it
poflible that fuch attentive obfervers as the Greeks
®uld poffibly err in fuch a material point ? Particu~
larly when we confider the degree of accuracy and
precifion they have fhewn on the fubject of luxa-

> tion and fraftures.  Indeed, the perfpicuity of their
deferiptions has left little to the moderns to add to

» their diagnoftics. Shall we fay with Heifter, and a
crowd of modern aughors, that it is difficult to dis
finguith thi¥ fraGture from luxation, when both one
and the other have their diagnoftic figns, and® may

" be difcovered, withea flight degree of attention, by
a fkilful obferver.

> We muft; however, admit, with other writers,
that Paré is the firft that has defcribed the complaint
, L3 in.

q ,
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in queftion, under the title of a fracture of the neck
of the femur. But there arifes a queftion, Whether
he was d;e firft who obferved it? Probably not:
and even ‘Paré himfelf feems to be of this opinion.
For, in fpeaking of the difficulty in preventing, lame-
nefs in this fpecies of fracture, he fupports his opi-
nion by the fentiments of Avicenna, “when treating
of frattures in the vicinity of the head ofothe bone,
in the text of Avicenna, he thus acknowlcdges the
complaint, which at this time was the object of his

attention. ‘
But our prefumption in this opinion becomes a
certainty, if we attend to what is faid by writers fub-
fequent to Paré, who give this complaint the names
of « Fracture of the Thigh near the Hip; Frac-
ture near the Head of the Bone.” Fabricius, Hil-
danus, Dalechamps, Manget, &c. who employ thefe
terms, quote, at the fame time, the obfervations of
Paré on this fpecies of fracture. &
The fame expreffions, invariably employed by other
Greek authors, and again repedted by the Arabians;
and by the writers of the Italian fchool, cannot bee
differently conftrued.  Paulus  Eginetus, Avicenna,
and Albucafis, after treating of the different parts of,
cthe body of the femur, diftinguith the fraGture which
occurs ¢ in the neighbourhood of the ¢hip or of the
head of the bone,” and propofe particular means to

accomplifh reduction. | ¢

This manner of interpreting the text of authors,
which we have recited, is not peculiar, to us; it apr
pears tol . be  the manner of Pecceti, Dalechamps,
: and

(|
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and of the greateft part of the commentators of
Paulus Eometus and the Arabians. In fad, it is of
liccle 1mp01tunce whether the ancients: cleary under-

ftood this fpecies of frafture or not. We are cenvin-
ced, howevel, that 1t happens much lefs ﬁcquently
than a luxation; and we are fupported in this opi-
nion by the guthorities of Ruyich, Borft, Raw,
Saltzmann, Morgagni, and a number of others.

The dmonoﬁc is the moft interefting, and is ge-
nerally eafy to form ; for the union of the charate-
riftic {fymptoms that diftinguith this fracture is {o
well marked, that an attentive obferver can never be
deceived. The pain in the vicinity of the articula-
tion, the impoffibility, or at leaft difficulty, of fup-
porting the leg, the fhortening of the limb, the faci-
lity of elongating it, by force externally applied, and
the fhortnefs of the limb returning the inftant that
this artificial force ceafes to be applied, are fymp-
toms which have been already remarked by Avi-
cenna.

The eafe with which the foot can be turned in-
Wards and outwards, without exciting any confider-
“able degree of pain; the trochanter major fituated
more chkward and nearer the chrifta of the ilum
*than in i3 natural ftate; the power of moving the
thigh' reftored to the patient, by pufhing the trochan-?
ter forwards and downwards, and the crepitus, which
may be heard on extending the limb, are the various
fymptoms that diftifguith a fracture of the femur,
’and are to be found in all books on the fubject.

Z 4 Mr.
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Mr. Louis, in addicion to' the above-mentioned
fymptoms, remarks the conftant ftate of adduétion
of the thigh, and che pain occafioned by extending
the fraGuzed limb in a line wich the other. 3

Brunninghaulen alfo menuons thefe fymptoms, af-
ter the remarks of Slcbold He alfo obferves, that
the trochanter will admit of being rfoved in every
direction, when you move thé inferior ew remity of
the' femur; but it is neceffary to obferve, “that each
particular fymptom that has been mentoned, fepa-
rately confidered; fhould be efteemed as- equivocal,
and that it is only by an union of the whole we can
be certain of the éxiﬁence of this {pecies of frac-
ture. : '

- Pain and dlﬁiguky of motion are the vague and
uftal fymptoms attendant on a great number of ac-
cidents.. Crepitation proves the exiftence of a frac-
ture, but does mot point out its precife fituation : be-
fides this, crepitus is gencrally obferved only in se-
cent frattures. The circumftances of the trochanter
major being thrown upwards and backwards, and the
adduttion of the thigh, alfo occur in luxations of the
femur, ‘when the head is thrown upwards and out-
wards.  ‘The other fymptoms, that we haye deferiz

.
bed, are more particularly conneéted with the frqc-
ture of the neck of the femur ¢

Pratlitioners of acknowledged merit have concei-
ved, that the moft conftant (and certain indication 18’
the fituation of the Knee and foot ; which, according

- to their account, are mvauably turned outwards. Bt
the moft prevalent modern opinion s, that the foot

18
<
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is turned inwards, this is remarked by Paré, and alfe’
by Petita who is univerfally acknowledged an #tentive -
and judicigus obferver. The text of Paré, which
was written in old and obfolete language, will admit
perhaps of interpretation. At the time that author
wrote, the word pied, fignified perhaps the heel, or
at leaft the fole ®f the foot, and, by this conftruction,
the opiniom of this great practitioner, inftead of being
different, is the fame as that' of all modern practi-
tioners.  This explanation was too favourable not to-
be adopted, But it would not be fufficient to. fet
~afide the autho;-ity of Paré. = The fanétion of Petit
is ftill of greater weight: as the language employed
in, his days will not admit of an equivecal conftruc~
tion.  Some in confequence have accufed the author
of the difeafes of the bones of inaccuracy in his
obfervations; and others hwe thrown the blame of
his fuppofed fault on the copyﬁ’c or the printer.

o With refpect to our own opinion, We agree in
thls, that, cnerully {peaking, in fractures of the neck
of the femur, the point of the foot is turned. out-
swards; but we alfo are perfuaded, with Paré and
Petit, - that it will admic of * being turned inwards.
Two cafeg of this defeription have been related, in-
dependent of the fact noticed in Cafe VII. A fimilar,
cafe may be®found in “the works of Mor gagnt;* and
Mr. Martin, {urgeon to the Hofpitals of Bourdeaux,
alfo mentions a cafe, that he met with in his private

L #* D¢ Sed. & Cauf, Morb. epift. 56. art. 12.

practice,
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practice, where the point of the foot was turned in-
wards.*q A

The fracture of the neck of the femur prefents
other cphzzinomena, which feems to have eféaped even
to this time the notice of other practitioners : fiich is
the proje&ion of the trochanter major, which is lefs
than when it is in its matural fituatien ; fuch is the
tumefaftion of the anterior and fuperior part of the
thigh, which is apparently in proportion to‘the fhort-
‘nefs of the limb, and, probably, may indeed be the
effe ; fuch are the alterations that take place in the
" trochanter major, on rotating the thigh.

This eminence, in its natural fituation, is diftant
from the centre of motion, and defcribes the arch
of a circle, which has for its radius the length of
the neck of the femur, more than the thicknefs of
the head of the bone. But, after the neck of the
femur has been fractuted, the apophyfis becomes
itfelf the centre of revolution to the femur, and
revolves like a pivot on.its axis, when performifhg
the motion of rotation. This laft circumftance is
peculiar to the fracture of the neck of the femur, and
invariably takes place, unlefs (a cafe that muft he
extremely fingular) the fratured extremities of the
bones fhould get entangled together. ; %

Hippocrates excepted, all the Greeks as well as the
Arabs, and their numerous commentators and copyif’cé,
have viewed the lamenefs as a circumftance that

‘

% Journal de Médecine, 1768, tom. xxviii. page 173: " )

almoft.
€
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almoft inevitably occurred in fractures of the fuperior
part of she femur; and, particularly, to thoé that
happen near the head or neck of the bone.

Paulus E?ginetus, Avicenna, and Albucafis,” do not
remark that any particular difficulty occurs in the con~

{folidation of thefe fractures ; and that, generally fpeak-

ing, like fractured of the fratture, they require about
506 days forgunion to take place. 0

The moderns agree in opinion, that the fraGure
of the femur can be cured fometimes without lame-~

- nefs..  The fact, reported by Barbette, has been for a

long time the only one of this fpeciés.” For, in the
cafe that Fabricius Hildanus defcribes, it appears that
the neck of the femur was not fractured. Though
the number of thefe cafes have been fince multiplied,
yet there are praétitioners who ftill expe& lamenefs as
the inevitable co‘n‘.’equénce of thefe fractures. Ludwig,
Sabatier, and a number of others, are of this opinion.
And, indeed, ' generally fpeaking, all furgeons, con-
ceive that the limb rarely regains its natural length.
Sometimes, in thefe cafes, the fracture does not unite
at all; and, that this is an unqueftionable fact, many
cafes can be aduced to prove beyond all doubt.

E__Ruyfch and Morgagni have found the fragments
united by a ligamentous fubftance, which admitted
of great extent of motion of the fractured parts.
Ruyfch gives an engraving of a femur, the neck of
which had been fractured, and entircly deftroyed by
friction. - Platner has preferved a fimilar preparation
1 his mufeum, where the head of the bone, left in
its cavity, was partially deftroyed and had a worn

appearance.
: pp
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appearance.  Ludwig, quoted by Mr. Sabatier, 'in a
memoit on this fpecies of fraGture, fpeaks ako of the
de{’cméhon of the neck of the femur.

In the Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery, it is
obferved, that it frequently occurs that the fragments
of the bones are not united in the fpace of 6, 8, or

10, months:

Independent of thefe fymptoms, whicle are mexely
confecutive, the oreateft part of authors mention the
primary fymptoms as very ferious, and often fatal, to
the patient. %

Paulus Eginetus, and all the Arabian compilers
after him, obferve that inflammation and abfcels
fometimes follow fraCures of the femur, and parti-
cularly at the fuperior part.

Modern practitioners and obfervers fcem appre-
henfive of confequences ftill more ferious.  Morgagni
relates the cafe of a young man of 18 yearsof age,

“who fraured the neck of his femur by falling oa a

fharp-pointed ftone, which, at the fame time, formed
a wound at the fuperior part of the thigh, The pain
remained after it was reduced ; and, though the patieat

"was treated conformably to the rules of art, by,

Valfava,  inflammation fupervened, and, rapidly ip-
creafed.  The day fubfeqthpt to the accident, con-
vulfive motions were remarked in thé thigh, and, by
the following night, there was an appearance of gan-

“erene ; which, by the 5th da¥, extended to the whole

extremity, and even to a part of the abdomen. M.,
Sabatier has known confiderable cedema to fupervene,

 combined with flow fever, and the cafe to terminate

fatally;
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fatally, when merely a fimple fratture had occurred.
Ludwig fpeaks of abfcefs and ankilofis as accidents
extremely common. . ' 7

The fraé;cme is evidently the oceafional caufe of the
fymptoms , produced, . but thefe fymptoms.are the
neceffary confequence of the nature of the fracture,
The rarity of fractures of this defcription, and the
cafes fuccefsfully®treated, the number of which have
increafed ﬁ;lcc the mode of treatment has been im-
proved, feem to prove, - that what has been hitherto
viewed as the inevitable confequences, neceffarily in-
cidental to this accident, may be with more propricty
veferred to the improper manner in which it has
been hitherto treated. '

In fa&, if the offious matter that compofes the
neck of the femur does not poffefs peculiar proper-
ties, why fhould not this fracture unite as well as
other parts of the fame bone, when the fame effica-
cious means are employed for its reduction and re-
tegition ? And why thould it be followed with fuch
extraordinary fymptoms ?

It does not appear that Siebold, one of the moft
elebrated practitioners in (Germany; had ever met
with fuch ferious fymptoms in the treatment of thefe
, fra&tlres , Nor have they eertainly fell under our ob-

. fervation, either in the HOPIE&I de la Charité, or at
. the Hobtel Dieu, at Paris, though the moft perfc&
“tnethod of treatment has not always been employed.

The reduétion of the frature of the neck of the
femur is never attended with any peculiar difficulty 5
and, though it-is not poffible, by the touch, to afcer-

tain
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1ain the exiftence and fituation of the ﬁa°mcnts, with
the fame precifion as in moft other fraftures: yet the
propcr‘dxfpoﬁnon of the limb and the ceflation of
pain @re rational figns fufficient to fupply, the defe&t
of fenfible fymptoms, and, at the fam&; time,  to
leave no doubt of a good conformation.

But, though the reduction of this fratture is eafy,
the means of retention are difficult ;' a circumftance
that has owcn rife to ‘many inventions, ROl OF lefs
adapted to fulfil the intention: all thefe different me-
thods may be claffed under three. principal heads : i~
tuation, bandage, and permanent extenfion.  Little
can be expected from fituation, -unlefs aflifted by
other means ; it has, however, been employed alone,
according to the remark of Dalechamps, in his com-
mentary on the text of Paulus Eginetus, on fractures
of the thigh.

This method, revived by Foubert, and ‘adopted
fince by many practitioners, ‘confifts 1n preferving the
pauent in a horizontal pofition, and the injured ox-

_tremity fimply fupported by fazons, and the foot
fupported by means of a fole of a fhoe or boot.
Mr. Soucrampes, furgeon, at Seville,* has propar
fed to bend the thigh flightdy and place it on a pil-
low; and, as nothing is done, by this means, to
prevent the fhortening of the limb, we are recom-
mended to extend it to its natural length, by renew=-
ing our own extenfions cvery time the bone is dif-

L

Placed, -

# Journal de Méd. vol. xxxiv. p. 64
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"The fimple expofition of this method points out
its defects ; for, it is a principle that will not admit of
controv®rfion; that, to effe€t confolidation,’ nature
demands the fractured portions to be appro.ximatcd;
and, at the fame time, to be in a ftate of abfolute
reft.  This is the obje&t to which our endeavours
thould be direéted, and the only one a7t has to pro-
pofe. In the prefent cafe, fo far from favouring a
ftate of r¢gft and approximation, the frattured pieces
are conftantly difplaced by the action of the mufcles,
and the fuperior fragment is pufhed downwards by
the weight of the trunk.

The momentary extenfion, recommended to be
afterwards employed, only brings the fractured frag-
ments in a proper fituation, to be difplaced the in-
ftant afterwards. It would be unneceflary to men-
tion the cafe of Mr. Maret, a celebrated furgeon of
Dgon, who in himfelf experienced a fatal inftance of
this truth,

e The moft zealous defenders of Mr. Foubert’s me-
thod agree, that the patients have generally a confi-
derable fhortnefs remain. {ubfequent to their cure (as
swas the cafe with Mr. Maret); even after keeping
their bed for four or five months, and fometimes'a
Japger pesiod.

Some pra&moners have conceived they have ob-»
viated every inconvenience, by fixing the leg to the
foot of the bed: This is recommended exprefily by
Dalechamps. This ahethod, as long as the trunk re-
mains immoveable, certainly counteracts the effect of
the retraction of the mufcles; but, as the pelvis (from

the
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the’ finking in~ef the bed from the weight of the
plutzi), is neceffarily depreffed, the. bed forms an
inclined, plane, the trunk of the body defcends, and
occafions the difplacement of the fra&med portions,
as muche as if nothing was oppofed to pICVCI’lt this
effe® from taking place. To fupport the truch of
this affertion, we may adduce the length of  treat-
ment, and the conftant fhortening of “the limb, which
is obferved to occur in many hofpitals, and, pamcular'
ly at Dijon, where fractures of the neck k of the femur
have been treated after this plan for fome years.

_ With refpe to the bandage on the thigh, employ-
ed in fractures of the body of the femur, and which,
by many pra&itioners, is ufed in fractures of its neck,
‘we have ourfelves fometimes employed them, in con-
formity to long and eftablithed cuftom.” But the in-
utility of its application is .evident, as it is nec«:ﬁaril}f

applied below the feat of the fracture. It Is mot.

the fame with the fpica bandage recommended by

Paré, Petit, Heifter, and a number of other authars,

‘as being more advantageous than the ordiniry ban~

(136'6.

Tlns bandage is not merely ufelefs and nLgator.zf :

_mn its action, but abfolutely counterats the ‘effe
it is intended to produce; by comprefling the mlddlc:
part of the adductors of the thigh, and, by preﬁing
_ againft the femur, the mufcles.are necedlrily thorten-
ed. The turns of the bandage, which ‘are refleted

from below upwards, concur®in union with the muf~

cular ation, to draw the inferior portion ¢ of the bone
towards the trunk, and at the fame time to give ita
: direction

o)
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dire&tion outwards, in confequence of the turns of
the ban:iagc being carried from the internal, parf of
‘the thigh on the hip. .

- To obwiate the known deficiency of thefé ban-
dages, Fabricius Hildanus fugeefted the idea of lod-
- ging the external half of the thigh in a fort of hol-
low fplint “of bgaten iron, lined with dimity, and ex- |
aflly adapted to the fhape of the part. This fplint

extended #om the chrifta of the ilium to the ham,

pofteriorly ; and below the knee, anteriorly. It was

fecured, fuperiorly, by means of a wide leather thong,

which encompafied the pelvis ; and, inferiorly, by two

other leather thongs, one placed above the articulation

of the leg, and the other below.

In Dalechamp’s Treatife of Surgery, fomething
fimilar is fuggefted. This method is the fame as
defcribed in the work of Brunninghaufen, publithed
at Wurtzbourg in 1789, on the fubject of fractures
of the neck of the femur. They differ only refpect-
; irig' the inftrument employed. Brunninghaufen pro-
pofes it to be made of wood, (Richter prefers
tin,) and to be fixed inferiorly ; the knees brought
together, and fecured by the leather ftring. Arnaud .
ufed to employ a kind of fplint to the hip and tro-
clizter majdr, made of the fkin of the buffalo, in-
dependent of the leather ftrings applied on the
pelvis and towards the middle part of the thigh.—
The author of this treatife recommends them to be
additionally fecured by “means of two placed under-

neath the thigh,
S Aa Pafteboard,
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that rhotion, tending to excite the ation of the mufs
cles and augment the weight of the bogy.

| This friction, and the refiftance which is :ﬁe effe@,
is proporadoned to the number of knots by which the
fplints aré fecured, and the extent of furface which
they occupy. It is eafy to conceive that the aétion
of thefe {plintg would be very bounded, if they
reached only to the knee: but, when they extend
the whole' length of the extremity, as exprefily re-
commended by Hippocrates, and all the Greek and
Arabian authors, befides the advantages juft deferi-
bed, they prevent the rotaton of the foot and the
motions of the leg: motions that muft neceffarily ack
on the femur, according to the remark of Hippocra-
tes; Avicenna, and Albucafis. ;

" The inconveniences refulting from motion in the

vicinity of the fradured bone, fuggefted an idea how

to prevent the motion of the trunk ont the pelvis,. by

eAtcndmo the {plints as high up as the thorax; and

it®is without doubt with this view that Duverney re-
3 commends _fanous o, reach above the pelvis.

We have found this method atiended with fuch
1uccefs, that we have .adopted it in the Hofpital of
La Charité and i ‘cur puvate pxa&me But we
it ackn@wledge, that: the advantages derived from
the ufe of thelg long fplnts are dearly purchafed, when
we confider the pain they produce; a circumftance
that has caufed them tp be rejected by praétitioners,
and induced us to 1%11nqmﬂ* their ufe. In other
particulars the methods we have mentioned have been
aftended with good effects, when regulated by fkllful :

Adamaa - pradti~



{ 348 )

pra&itioners ; but, to infure their fuccefs, permanent
extenfion is reguifite.

This ‘method appears to have been known to the
ancierfts ;, and it is extremely probable that the bed,
or bench, of Hippocrates, the gloflocombnes, « and
other inventions, which have been appropriated for
the reduion of fradures of the femur, were fuf-
fered to remain on the limb nearly the whole
dime of the treatment.  This fact is annGunced by
Oribafius ; for, when fpeaking of the gloflocomon,
he obferves, that it fhould bé fo difpofed, that the
extenfion can be diminithed or augmented at plea-
fure, every day, according to circumitances.

Scultetus, in defcribing the fame machine, re-
marks, that the ancients fometimes employed it only
for reduction; but often they employed it during the
whole of the treatment, to keep up the extenfion.

Avicenna formally obferves, that a tight bandage
fhould be employed, and the extenfion kept up, in
fractures of the femur, during the whole of the treat-
ment; but that the principal dependence fhould be -

placed on the extenfion.*®
®

* Situs autem reffanrate coxe oportet i Jit fecundum quod fut

¢ confuetudo ejus in fanitate, de- affiduatione conftrictionis &G dilata-
tionss : & illud, quod oft magis winclus, eff dilatgtio. Canon, lib.
iv. fenvi. tra&. i. cap. 14.

No_ doubt can be entertained of the word dilatation, as the
fame author, a little before, when fSenking of frattures in gene-
ral, obferves, ef neceffarium multzplzmre involutiones, ut flent (2 of- ;
S fragumenta)in loco dilatationis.  Ebid. fen v, tral, il cap: 5.

Avicenna
€
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Avicenna does not mention the means empioyed,
in his gime, to preferve this extenfion :§but, however,
we may fuppofe that they attached to theshead and
feet of tlfe bed the fame bands that ferved fpr the re-
ducion. " It was ufual to line one band with wool, to
prevent the excoriation of the parts, and to place it be-
tween the uninured thigh and the genital parts, whilft
the othc:r0 band was fecured above the knee. A cir-
cumftanc® that feems toadd force to this conjecture is,
that the bands are difpofed in the fame manner, when
the gloflocomones, and othér fimilar machines, are em-
‘ployed. To be convinced, we have only to look at
the engravings in Oribafius and Scultetus.

This mode of exterifion, adopted fince by all the
Arabians, and in the fequel by the greateft number
‘of the moderns, is that which is defcribed by
Heifter, and.by almoft all the modern authors who
have written on fractures. Many ferious inconveni-
ences are, however, imputed to thefe bandages.—
fn the 4th volume of the Memoirs of the Academy
‘of Surgery, it is mentioned, that the prefiure of the

| upper band on the groin has often produced fuch
deep efchars and ulcerations as to prohibit their far-
ther ufe. . :
= This i8 not the leaft furprifing, when we confider
that the band preffesencarly on one point: it confe?
queritly fupports a degree of prefiure equal to the
weight of the whole body that it fuftains : for, as we
* have before obferved, the trunk continually defcends,
by a plane which becomes more and more  in-

"clined,
Aa3 The
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T he cncular comprc{ﬁon, made by the mferlor'

band abave the knee, impedes the circulatign, by
comprefﬁncr the veins and lymp hatxcs, confequently
e may expeét fwelling of the imb, aﬂrceaﬁly to the
remark of pra&moners But yet we muft alfow,

that this fwelling is more moderate than we might
have at firft reafon to fuppofe : for, théugh the band,

when it is firft fecured to the foot of tng bed, " is
_ extremely tenfe; it foon becomes loofe andt ufelefs,
with refpe to its prcventmg the defcent of the
trunk.  And, when this Is the cale, no power is
oppofed to the retraction of the mufcles, and the
drefling is abfolutcly ufelefs.  This remark lias been

made long fince, ‘and has fuggefte d an idea of at-

taching a weight to the band, to keep 1 m a con-
ftant ftate of twnfion.

‘In the different works of Paré, Scultetus, and
Fabricius Hildanus, we may fee the different improve-
ments, and the machines they have contrived (o
fufpend the weight. We do not learn that this in-
vention has been frequendy in ufe: the firft trials
were fufficient to prevent their being repeated ; for,
the conftant aftion of the weight on ‘the dnferior
patt of the thigh was infupportable, and the fwell-

-(’mo which affetted the leg became fo cmﬁderaj%’: j
that at laft thefe means were “decried, &#ven by thofe -

’who fuweﬁ‘ed orlmmlly the idea of theit” ufe.
Behdc the inconveniences e have pointed out,

-

- extenfion made above the knee is fibje&" to one

which fhould not be overlooked. It oppofes no ré;
fiftance to the motions of the footJ nor of the leg

and

&
(
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and it was from this defect, probably, ‘that ch€ idea

‘was fuggefted ‘of applying a fecond band above the

r_nallcoh’, as advifed by Heifter. - This author was
fenfible ofpthe defelts of the method, which hg ree-
tified, as he was defirous of ufing a machine with
which he could produce an adequate, permanent, and
convenient, exgenfion ; and, for this purpofe, the in-
{trument of Fabricius Hildanus, with all its imper-
fe€tions, sbpeared to him preferable to the means ox-
dinarily employed. : ~

The machine propofed by Fabricius confifts of two
iron plates, feven inches in length and two ‘in width,
one placed at the extremity of the other, and united

by a ferew; by means of which they can be elonga-

5}

ted or brought together at pleafure. One; of its ex-
tremities, fupported by a cuilbion, is placed under
the. branch of the pubis; the iron plates are applied
againft the internal part of the thigh, where they are
retained by means of three leather ftraps; one fecured
at the upper. part of the limb, and the others above
and below the knee. ;

This machine, notwithffanding what is faid by
)Heiﬁteg, is yet more: objectionable than the laces fe-
cured on the groig, and above, to which he intended
<5 a fudfitute,  This  inftrument is fubject to all
the inconveniences which are attributed to the lacess
and even bruifes the part more on which it as;
and has no tendency,_at the fame time, to hinder the
motions, either of rétation or adduction. Its weight,

- and the difficulty of maintaining it in its fituation, are

alfo additional objections. . ;
A a 4 : ThC
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The machine of Belloc, deferibsd in the 3d vol.
of the Memoirs of the Academy of Suvrgery, keeps
up the émnfﬁon, and is not equally fubjeé to be
out of,order as the inftrument of Fabricius; but.tis
liable to the fame inconvenience, of actitg on. the
folds of the intectiments ; and, at the fame ame, is toe
complicated in its ftructure.

The manner of keeping up the extenﬁon, men-
tioned in Cafe 1V. is -preferable to thofe wéghave juft
defcribed. -~ The bandage paffed on the pofterior part
of the leg, then on the malleloi, and croffed on the
back of the foot, and kept at fome diftance from
thefe parts by the interpofition of a thick comprefs,
will prevent the accefs of any fwelling; as the faphena '
vein, and the greateft part of the lymphatics, fituated
in depreffions on each fide of the malleoli, are out of
the reach of compreffion. Lefs force, as Mr. Dupouy
has obferved, is neceffary to produce the fame effect,
when the extenfion aéts on the foot, than on the in-
ferior part of the thigh. The preffure exercifed by
the body-bandage, in each point of the cheft, is lefs, ,
as it is diftributed over the whole furface: and the
action of the bands, attached to the head of the bed,
1s, with relation to the fame furface, more obhquc

This plan we have found almoft invariably fes-
ccefsful, which may be chiefly jmputed to' the conftant
attention paid to tighten the bands when they had
become relaxed ; for, Wlthout this precaution, the
bands, ftretched by the weloht of the body, will ad- «
mit of the pelvis approaching the thigh; and, by this
means, the dreffings will become ufelefs, befidss thé

difficulty
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difficulty of flirring the patient, and the ‘pain refulting
from hlS immoveable fituation, in whichl ‘he was pre-
ferved by the mode of extenfion kept up. = We have
remarked abefore, that, in difeafes of the chefe, the
bandage, however light it may be applied, is always'
infupportable. ‘The extenfion formed on the pelvis
and foot, as in {afe VII. and in the following Cafes,
is more convenient for the patient, more certain,
and exats’lefs attention on the part of the furgeon.

In this method, the pelvis, thigh, and leg, are
fixed firmly on a ftrong fplint, confequently they will
not admit of being feparately moved, or their fitua-
tion, with refpect to each, the leaft changed. And
the moticns of the trunk, fo very injurious when the
other ‘means are employed, produce, in this cafe, no
change in the ftate of the femur, as the pelvis
cannot defcend without pufhing before it the leg and
the thigh s and, in this motion, the fragments of the
bone ftill retain their refpective fituations, as the
{Plint can neither afcend or defcend, nor fhorten on
itfelf. '

This method, then, anfwers every indication in frac=
‘tures of the neck of the femur ; it unites the advantages
of ﬁmphcxty, convenience, and fafety, and expofes the
fatient to°none of the i inconveniences incidental to the
other methods employed. : )

The force of the extenfion is expended, inferiorly
on the tendo Achilleg, on the malleoli, and on the
back of the foot. The veins and lymphatics are out
of the way of compreflion, and of courfe no {welling
needs be apprehended.  In other refpects the patients

are
®
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are little inconvenienced by the. extenfion 3 for, inde-
pendant of uq foree being divided between two parts,
on which, the band " is_ fecured, , there is no nece{ﬁty
for its being confiderable, as it has only to gounteract .
the 1eﬁf’cance produced byt sthe friction of the limebin
the bed, in confequence of the motion of the pelvis
and the contradion of the mufcles, ¢inconveniences
which foon yield to a flight degree of force when
long continued. - ; PO
~ The power of extenfion is fuperiorly divided be-
tween 'the fciatic notch, the pubis, and that part of
the ham, on which the bandage that retains the upper
extremity of the fplint is fecured. The whole cit-
cumference of the pelvis, by means of the circular
girdle, becomes a hew point of fupport; which {e-
cures and fupports the {plint,

Gooch’s machine,* (a furgeon at Nolwmh) im-
proved by Dr. Aitken, is fubjcé‘t to inconveniences
from which the methods we have pointed out are
exempt.  Befides the inconvenience of being 1ncapabTe ,
of procuring this machine in all times and places, it o
is open to the fame objeétion as all the ancient me-
thods, in confequence of forming the extenﬁon on

 the inferior part of the thigh, and, admitting of the:
motion of the leg; and, at the fame time, it does %5¢
“prevent the hip of*the affeéted ﬁde from defcendmg,
whilft the other remounts.
_This laft-inconvenience is the only one that can be
_imputed to the method of Brinninghaufen, where ¢

"‘?“Vidé Gooch’s Effays, and Bell’s Syftem of Surgery, ygi. Vig

: i the
s s 3 0
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the inferior part of the affe@ed leg §s feured to the
oPpofed fide- by means of a kind of ﬁj?rrup. This
ingenious plan, employed -by Albucafis* in ffactures
of the thx':#h would be preferable to all othess, if
the phtent could not ‘bend the unaﬂ’e&ed Timb by
inclining the pelvis.

The followina remarks’are the refult of the obfer-
vations on the preceding cafes, and on the fa&s that
sre” daily #marked by the furgeons who frequent the
hofpml :

. That, when the neck of the femur is ffactured,
it is diffcult to preferve the fragments in that ftate of
reft, which is fo eflentially neceffary for a quick and.
perfect union,*and that this cannot be attained with-
out the affiftance of a dreﬁing, which muft be applied
with particular attention. This dreffingis fimple in
its nature, though the refult of deep reflection. That
this. difficulty arifes from the difplacement of the
trunk, which defcends towards the pelvis, by reafon
of its weight, and from- its being fituated on an
inclined plane. ‘That the fragments of the bone unite
1ér*ecularlv, firom the contraltion of the mufcles €€

the thigh, from the rotation of the foot, and from the
motions of the leg.

2. That the only indication is to form an effeGtual
oppofition to,the motlens of the pelvis on the thigh, °

~and the thigh on the "pelvis, and to the rotation of the

foot, and to the motioas of the leg:
2

P * Chir, lib, ii, chap. xiv,

3 That
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3. That the only mode of fulfilling this indication,
is (if the expreflion is admiffible) to form ope piece
of the pelvis, thigh, leg, and foot, in fuch a manrer,
that they cannot admit of any partial motien.

4. That the moft fimple, eafy, and certainy me-
thod, and, at the fame time, lefs troublefome to the
patient, is permanent extenfion, made on the pelv1s
and foot, as we have defcribed.

5. That, by the method we have péinted out,
frattures of the femur, in a healthy  conftitution, will
unite on the average in about 40 days, and generally
without deformity.

An Abfcefs in the Head, that terminated fatally, incon-

. Jequence of a vidlent Shack, acmf ioned by a Fall on the
Feet, €

<
@ (SR

N the month of March, 1789, a Chlld 5 years of
age, fell from the firt fory of 2 houfe, and
pitched on his feet.  He got up immediately, and faid
that he felt no pain. Queftiohs and threats, on thes
part of the parents,  procured no other anfwer. In |
fact, the child rcmamcd perfectly well, nor did any
alteranon

i}
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alteration in the funétions of the body t2ke place, till
towards the end of the third month.

At this period, he was fuddenly atticked with a
violent hegd-ache, accompanied with fwelling of the
eye-lids and naufea. A furgeon was fent for, who
found the face of the child of a red violet colour.
The patient could not articulate, and was obliged to
point out the feat of the pain with his finger. He
was bled i the arm, and at the end of fome hours,
as he grew worfe, the bleeding was repeated in the
foot, and he expired an inftant afterwards.

Mr. Cafaubon was called in to infpeét the body,
when he was informed of the circumftances juft related.
On the external part of the head there was nothing
remarkable to be obferved, except the fwelling of
the integuments; but, on opening the cranium, a
confiderable abfcefs was difcovered, fituated between
the fuperior and lateral part of the os frontis. After
the moft attentive examination of the cavity, and
&very other part of the body, no appearances were

, difcovered worthy of remark.

Caf
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by means of vomiting. The roots were rejected
with a confiderable quantity of glairy fuid. Imme-
digtely 3fter the evacuation, the - patients) founs - them=
felves religved, but the convulfive difpofition r¢main-
ed the whole day. Tewards the evening it feemed
diminithed.  After this period the {ymptoms gradu-
ally fubfided : a'but, for fome time afterwards, the
children preferved their incbriated appearance, their
fearful agprehenfions, which afflited them particular~
Iy in the night; the flight pans in the head, anda -
confiderable weaknefs in the lower extremities. At
the end of 8 days their health was re- _eftablifhed.
Their treatment confifted only in ordering them to
“drink plenty of mllk

- A Cafe of Hemorrhage from a wzzricou;c Veffel, fituated
e near the parotid Duf. i

2

[By the fame.] »

Defcoréhes, ,B4 years of age,.in the year 1778,

o had a hemorrhage from the internal mem-

> brane of the mouth, which was renéwed every time
he
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he had oceaffon to eat, fo that the aliment conftantly
abiorbcd ac nﬁderable quantity of blood. He con-
fulted many (}Jrgcons, who were not happy enouoh to
difcoyer the caufe of his complaint. Aftrjngent gar-
gles of ‘different kinds were recommended,, and
employed without any fuccefs.

The patient, under thefe circumitances, growing im-
patient, confulted Mr. Cagnion. Mr. Cagnion exa-
mined his mouth; and, conceiving that the Hgmorrhage |
might come from the gums, he prefled thefe parts, and
without the fmalleft - difcharge being obferved. The
patient was defired to eat fome bread, which was imme=
diately tinged with blood. On wafhing the mouth with
water, the blood ceafed to flow. . The patient was de-
fired to move his jaw without taking any food into his
mouth: the hemorrhage returned as before. After
an attentive infpection, Mr. Cagnion difcovered a
varicous veflel, about the fize of a pigeon’s quill,
tuated at the pofterior part of the orifice of the
parotid duct. : 2

Mr. Cagnion applied the actual cautery, which in-
ftantly ftopped the hemorrhage, ~nor has it re-ap-
peared. e

Mr. Cagnion obferves, that he has no doui)t that
the application of the lapis infernalis, or of cany otler
(clau{’cic, would have produced the fame effet. But,
as the attion of the fire can be béunded; and the pa-
tient refided four leagues from Mr. Cagnion, he pre-
ferred the application of the cautery.

cof
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Cafe of a Frafture of the Cranium, without aﬂy of the
:‘: Symptoms ufually attendant. > :

; [By the fame.]

2 .
Child, feven years of age, of the name of
Sivrais, received as fhot from a fufee, that was

loaded with large fhot, at about fifteen paces diftance.
Eight fhot ftruck the middle and lateral part of
the os fronts, -and five of the number paffed out
above the ridge of the os occipitis. '

Mr. Cagnion paffed his probe to fome degree of
depth into the eight apertures formed by the fhot, and :
which had a fieve-like feel. The patient was bled,
and comprefies, moiftened with a refolutive decoction, -
applied to the head. ;

. Four days afterwards the wounds fuppulatfd and
no other ‘application was ufed than a mercumal
piafter. <

The indocility of the patient plecluded the obfer=
vancs of any pmnculax regimen. She’ wallked about
every day as if hothing‘,had happened, and, at the o
end of five wetks, fle was perfectly cured, without
any alteration in her ﬁm“txom

, At prefent the is 19 years of age, and enjoys
the moft perfect ftate of health,

@
2
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Cofe ¢f In f ﬁltratzm of Urme, confequent 10 @ Contfion”

of the Peri ineun. -

@

[By Mr. Cacion junior, Surgeort to the Hotel

Dieu. ] -

Tambourg, 4 carter, 25 years of age, con-

o tufed his perinzeum, by falling on- the end of

the axleitree with his, thighs feparated The acute
pain that he experienced did not, at firft, prevent
him from continuing. his work ; but he was foon af-
terwards atracked with retention, and in a little time
a tumour appeared at the part where he received
the contufion, Wlnch increafed rapidly. The iwell-
ing extended to the penis and ferotum, which laft
fwelled fo confiderably, that, by the evening, it Was

®

as big as the head of an adult. Tt had already 3

 black appearance. Thefe circumftances were predu-
ced by the infiltration of the urine, which eicwpcd By
a crevice 1n that part of the urcthra. that conefpunded
to the perineum. ; @ .
On the 10th of January, 1790, the patient was
brought to the Hotel Dieu in this” fituation.  As

he was much inconvenienced from not having pafl-

ed his urine fince the morning, a catheter was ing
troduced without any difficulty, and withdrawn after
the operation. 2

Mr.
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‘Mr. Default then made an incifion, cqmmencing
-on the left part of the anterior part of thg fergtum,
and finifhed it at the perinzeum, below the aperture
in the urctﬂ‘a, and expofed the tunica vamnahs
of the left teftick. The edges of the wound, re-
"fulting from this opeiation, were hard, and the cel-
lular texture appeated dittended with urine. A quan-
tity of clots of blood was found in the canal of the
the urethra. # The wound did not afford a drop' of
blood. ‘

The wound was drefled with coarfe lint, covered
with compreffes dipt in aq. veg. applied over the
whole fcrotum.  The patient was in {fome degree re-
lieved, though the fwelling was but little diminifhed.
He was put on diet, and an infufion of linfeed order-
ed for a drink.

The next day, there was fcarcely any infiltration,
| the fcrotum was contracted, and the patient, felt only
| 2 flight degree of pain. All the urine paffed through -
“the crevice in the perinzum. )

“The third, there was {carcely any {welling remaining.
An emollient cataplaﬁn was applied on the wound.
On the 4th, there was no farther infiltration in the
celtular 1ub{hncc, but® the edges of the wound were
acutel yienﬁole Small {lips of linen, dipt in cerate,
were applied to othe edges of the wound, and the
ufe of the dry lint and cataplalim continued.

On the 6th, {uppuratigh, ‘which had been announ--
f ced two days before by a mucus cozing, was now
eftablithed: The penis remained neatly in the fame
| ftate of diftenfion,  nor did it dimirifh till the 16th
[ o " Bb 2 day,

L
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day, when, he was able to pafsa few drops of urine
by thqe me{ hra ; but the moft -confiderable, part ﬁ:ll]
,paﬁ”cd‘by the opening in the perinzum.

I*rom the .17th to the 1gth, the fc.rmbxhty of the
wound diminifhed. A confiderable quanuty ‘of urine
paftied by the urethra, and the bottom' and edges of*
the wound began to granulate. hefe granulations |
were more numerous towards the fuperior angle of
" the wound than on the reft of its- furface.  The |
edges were brought in contatt by means of ‘{mall
comprefles of lint, placed on each fide of the fcro-
tum. 5 ‘

In the interval, between the 19th and 27th day,
‘two-thirds of the wound was cicatrized, and the
tefticle nearly covered. ‘The extent of the crevice
in the canal of the urethra was alfo diminithed i
fize, and in fuch a degree that very lictle urine now
pafitd through the aperture. By the agth day al
the urine pafied by the urethra, but- with fome de-
gree of difficulty, and in a fmall fircam. A cathe-
ter that-was introduced ftopt at the part whereethe
cicatrix was ficuated. A bougie of the elaftic, gum
could not be paffed any farthér, though mLch lcfs '
in fize than the catheter. " ;

The next day a filver catheter, fimilar %o thok
generally employed for ‘ch‘i.ldrch,,(»was paﬁ"cd‘ as’far‘
as the obftruttion, and, by ufing a fort of boring|
. mortion, the inftrument was paffed 1o the bladder
- The canal was fo much contratted, that, notith
ftanding the fmallnefs of the found, the cmamxw

extremely diftended. - The urine flowed ealily throug
th
Ok
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| the catheter; but a fmall quantity always pafled
| through the crevice. Towards night tliere was a

{light accefs of fever, which foon fubﬁd(sd At the
end of three days, as the catheter with one cur)va-
ture mconvé’menced the patient, one, in the form of
an S, was introduced, which, though larger in dia-
meter, was eafier for the patient. From this time
he paffed lefs urine by the wound. Three days
aftcrwards # catheter of the elaftic gum was eafily
introduced, which was fecured and left in the blad-
der. The patient was now able to get up.

From this period, till the 42d day after the ac-
cident, the urine pafied only by intervals through the
wound. The catheter became free in the ~canal,
and was eafily introduced again, after it had been
withdrawn to 'be cleaned. The patient, in other re-
{pects, was well, and the wound of the {crotum was
cicatrized, except for about three lines, at the part
that correfponded to the crevice in the urethra. .

By the soth®day fuppuration was eftablithed in
the canal, and the urine feemed to pafs by the fif-
tu;ous ortfice.  On. the 58th, there was a flight
oozing from the fcrotum, accompanied with fome
degree of pain in the action of walking. By the

‘66th Ray, a®little fungus projection only remained,
~ which eafily yielded to thg application of the lapis in-

fernalis, 'The next day the patient walked with cafe,
and without pain. With the view of rendering the
care ftill more certain,’ the catheter was left in the
urethra for three weeks more. The urine now
paffed n a large ftream, forming an arch, when «
Bb3 the
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' was obferved, whofe greateft diameter was Three
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" ‘the paﬁeﬂt ‘quitted the Hofpital, on the 85th day |
after his admiffion. 3 : ‘
0 ( ‘ : ;
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Cafe of Ventral Hernia, produced by a Laceration of
ihe Peritoneum and of the Abdominal Mufcles. :

[By Mr. Pratevaup, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]
; /

Thieubeau, nine years of age, fell from the
o fourth ftory of a houle on the pavement.
He was taken directly to the Hbtel Dieu, and died
foon afterwards. On the furface of the bodly, i‘ncthcﬁn
umbilical region, a brown tumour, of an oval form, |
inches. By compreffion, the tumour perfe&ly dif- |
appeared ; and re-appeared Sich prefiure was made |
on any part of the abdemen.

On opening the cavity tlfis phzf%nomenon‘was, ex-
plained. - The peritoneum, and the flefby mufcles- of |
the fmall oblique and tranfverfalis mufcles were o)
acrofs, for the fpace of three inches, and in fuch 2
manner that the inteftines were  retained only Dy the

. integumentsy
o
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integumerits. The vilcera of the abdomen were in
a healthy ftate, and a lirde blood was) found effufed
in the Cavity. ]

On  examining the head, a fra&ure was found
above the right eye-brow, which extended into the
orbits, and as far as the zygomatic arch. On open-
ing the cranium, the petrous portion of the tempo-
ral bone was found divided acrofs, near the internal
auditory hole, and the fracture extended to the fo-
ramen magnum of the os occipitis. At the bafis of
the cranium a confiderable quantxty of blood was
effufed,

Cafe of a Fungus-Cancer, cured by the Operation.

£

J [By Mr. Deuanne, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

o
o 2

o ]
Befthelmy, 19 years of age, and of a weak
o conftitution, received a blow with the fift,

on. the left breaft, ffom a child that fhe was carrying
in her arms. At the moment fhe felt an acute pam,

.which foon fubfided; but it returned with increafed

Bb 4 violence
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violence fomectime afterwards. The menfes were fup-

preﬁ"ed; the  Breaft {welled, andﬂ, in a few day;,_-was‘
augmented togtwice its natural fize. Confiderdble in-
ﬁamm;ttio?i fupervened, atrended wich fhooting pains.
The integhments became thin and di fmgangd,( and
an ulceration took place near the nipple, which dif-
charged a confiderable quamrty of 1Ch010us matter,
The veins became varicous, " forming 2 kind of ﬁnus,
which, arifing from the internal part of r{mc breaft,

opcned into the ulcer, and pxoduced frequent he-

mo1rha0res
- In this ftate fhe was admitted into the Hotel Dieu,

on the 24th of November, 1789, one year after the
_ accident.

The tumour was covered with a poultice, and a

diluting diet direéted. The pains, which were con-
fiderable on her admiffion, diminifhed the following
month;; but the fkin {till remained diforganized, and,
after feveral floughs, a round ulcer was difcovered, of
three inches in diameter, Turm foon appeared froifi
the bottom of the wound, which,. at intervals, afford-
ed fome degree of hemorrhage, - which was eafily
checked by . the application of lint. Thefe hemor®
rhages were more particu larly to be remarked at the

petiod of the menftrual ducharoe, whichehad bseen

olupprefitd for a confiderable fme, and to which it
feemed to form a fubftruge. ¢ )

About folr months afterwauds thefe bleedings fub-
ﬁded when the menfes retook their natural courfe.
However, as the ‘tumour did not diminith i n fize,
and the pains continued the £ ame, the operation be

came
)

@
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. came indifpenfable.  After fome days Iﬁrewous prepa-

)

O

ration, the breaft was amputated, by means of two
femi-lanar incifions, as defcribed page’g s o’ this vo-
lume. ;

Whenothe tumour was detached, there was 2 hol-
low cavity in its centre, more than two inches in ex-
tent, filled with alimpld and yellowith mater. To
prevent the neceflity of applying the bandage too
tight, al? the arterial branches were fecured. « The
wound was drefled with coarfe lint, {prinkled With
colophony.

‘On the 5th day, the lint was detached by fuppu-
ration, and the wound had a red healthy appearance.
Small flips of linen, dipt in cerate, were applied to -
the edges of the ulcer, to prevent the lint adhering
to its edges: the dreflings were moiftened with an
emollient decotion.

On the 8th, the edges of the wound loocked clean,
and the bottom was covered with red granulations.
“Tlie diet of the patient was gradually increafed, and,
two days. afterwards, fhe was' able to walk in the
ward, ® :

By g’ne aoth, cicatrization had rapidly increafed,
and as the fuppugation was then trifling, the dreflings
wéte not’moiftened. = Some days afterwards an iffue
was made in the left asm. The patient was perfectly’
cured 54 days aftet the operation, and has enjoyed
a perfe& ftate of health fince that penod.

§
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