























HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 7

between the friths of Torth and Clyde, and there
fixed the boundaries of their empire.

Q. Who was at that time king of the Caledo-
pians.

A. Galgacus, a brave and patriotic ‘prince,
who valiantly resisted the Romans in many des-
perate battles, although he had to contend against
a numerous and well disciplined army, led bya
brave, prudent, and experienced general.

Q. How far did the Romans penetrate ?

A. The Romans continued to advance till they
came to the foot of the Grampian mountains, where
the Caledonians resolved to malke their last stand.
This happened in the eighth year of the war,
A.D. 88.

Q. What was the result ?

A. A desperate engagement ensued, and dur-
ing the conflict the victory was frequently doubt-
ful; till at lehgth, by the superior skill and cool-
ness of the Romans, the Caledonians were routed
with great slaughter, and forced to retreat into the
woods, where many of their enemies perished by
incautiously pursuing them.

Q. What advantages did the Romans derive
from their success? . .

A. It does not appear that the Romans de-
rived any solid advantage from it ? for we find
that Agricola, instead of putting an end to the
war by the enfire sabjugation of the country,
satisfied himself with receiving hostages from
some of -the Caledonians; and then ordered
part of his fleet to sail round Britain, that they
might ‘discover whether it was an island or g
continent,
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14 CATECHISM OF THE

they did not long remain satisfied with the peace-
able possession of the district which they first
inhabited, but gradually encroached on the ter~
ritories of their neighbours, so that at the acces-
sion of their king, Alpin, in 833, we learn that
the domimon of the Scots comprehended the
Western Islands, with the districts of Argyle,
Knapdale, Kyle, Kintyre, Lochabar, and a part of
Breadalbane. .

Q. Then the Picts were still in possession of by
far the greatest part of Scotland ? .

A. Yes; the Picts ‘possessed all the rest of
Scotland, and a part of Northumberland; but
as they were inferior in military skill to the Scots,
the latter gained repeated advantages over them,
and endeavoured to possess themselves of the
entire dominion of the kingdom.

Q. Who was at that time king of the Picts ?

A. Brudus, a brave and patriotic prince ; but
the throne had been previously filled by two kings,
50 remarkable for their incapacity and cowardice,
that their subjects deposed and put them to death.

Q. What were the first acts of Brudus > *

A. He raised a powerful army, and began by
offering terms of peace to the Scots, which Alpin
rejected, and insisted on a total surrender of his
crown. : )

Q. What followed ?

A. Brudus marched resolutely against his ene-
mies, and the two armies came to an engagement
near Dundee. The superior skill of the Scots, in
military affairs, had nearly decided the victory in
their fayour, when Brudus thought of a stratagem
to turn the fortune of the day. :

©
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Q. What was that ?

A. He caused all the attendants, and even the
women who followed the army, to assemble and
shew themselves as a powerful reinforcement
coming to the Picts.

Q. Did it have the desired effect ?

A. Yes; it struck the Scottish troops with such
a panic, that all the efforts of Alpin could not’re~
cover them, and they were defeated with great
slaughter. ~ Alpin himself was taken prisoner, and
soon after beheaded by the conqueror,

CHAP. V,

From ithe Accession of Kenneth the Second to
his Death.

Q. Who succeeded Alpin ? &

A. His son Kenneth, who, being a brave and
enterprising prince, resolved to revenge the death
of his father, although the Scots were so dispirited
by their late defeat, that they were quite averse to
any renewal of the war} while the Picts, on the
contrary, were so much elated, that they enacted
a law, by which it was made death for any man to
propose peace with the Scots, whom they intended
to exterminate.
: Q. Did all the Picts agree to this barbarous
aw ?

A. No; some of the Pictish nobility opposed
it, and the consequence was, that a civil war






HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 17

tial admonition, and the war was renewed with the
greatest vigour.

Q. What was the issue of it ?

A. After many sanguinary battles, Henneth
made himself master of all the Pictish provinces,
and nearly extirpated the inhabitants. He was then
declared sovereign of all the country which now
constitutes the kingdom of Scotland, and ray he
Jjustly considered the true founder of the Scottish
monarchy, A. D. 843.

Q. How long did Kenneth reign after the sul-
jugation of the Picts 2

A. Sixteen years, and died at Fort Teviot,
near Dublin, in Perthshire. He composeda code
of laws for the good of his people, and removed
the seat of government from Argyleshire to Scone.*

*

;' TR T e e
CHAP. VI

From the Death of Kenneth the Sccond to the
Accession of Constantine,

Q. Who succeeded Kenneth ? :

A. His brother Donald.

* Nothing shews more clearly the uncivilized state of a
people, than the importance which they generally attach to
some trifling circumstance or superstitious custom. It was
supposed that the palladium (or safeguard) of the Scots,
consisted in a famous black stone, and to remove the seat of
government from Argyleshire to Scone, it was necessary to
transfer this stone thither. It was afterwards carried off by
Edward the First, king of England, and lodged in Westmin-
ster Abhey.
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Q. Where did those Picts, who had been
driven out of their own country, seek an asy-
lum ? ; 4

A. The greater part of them fled to England,
which at that time was governed by the Saxons,
and they promised to make Scotland tributary
to the Saxon power, if they would assist them in
reconquering it.

Q. Was this proposal accepted ?

A. Yes; the Saxons and Picts invaded Scotland
with a powerful army, and took the town of Ber-
wick, but were soon after defeated by Donald, who
took their ships and provisions. This capture,
however, proved fatal to them; for, some of the
ships being laden with wine, the Scots induiged so
freely with it, that they became intoxicated; and
the Saxons attacked them when they were incapa-
ble of defending themselves. (e

Q. What was the consequence ? *

A. The consequence was, that twenty, thou-
sand of Donald’s army were killed on the field of
battle, the king and many of the nobility were
taken prisoners, and all the country, from the
Tweed toy the Forth, became the property of the
conquerors. A peace was afterwards concluded,
and the Forth and Clyde were fixed on as the
southern boundary of the Scottish dominiorms.

Q. Did the Saxons make any stipulations in
favour of the Picts ?

A. No: on the contrary, having grown jealous
of their new allies, the Saxons omitted no oppor-
tunity of ill treating them; many of the Picts,
therefore emigrated to Norway and Denmark,
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and those who remained in England were eruelly
massacred.

Q. What was the fate of Donald ?

A. Having beendethroned and shutup in prison,
he put an end to his own life.

i

CHAP:- VAL
The Reigns of Constantine and Eth.

Q. By whom was Donald succeeded 2

A. By his nephew Constantine ; in whose reign
Scotland was first invaded by the Danes who proved
such formidable enemies to the English.

Q. What reason is assigned for their invading
Scotland ? :

A. This invasion is attributed to the influence y
of some exiled Picts who fled to Denmark,
where they prevailed on the king of that coun-
try to send his two brothers, Hungar and Hubba,

_to recover the Pictish dominions from Constan-
tine. '

Where did they jland, and what was their
success ?

A. They landed on the coast of Fife, and com-
tnitted the most horrid barbarities. ~Constantine
met and defeated one of the Danish armies,
eommanded by Hubba, near the water of Leven ;
but was himself afterwards defeated and taken
Erisoner by Hungar, who caused him to be be=-

eaded. y

Q. When and where did that happen ?


































































































































































