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iv TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.
the difference betwixt an hiftorian and’
tranflator being, that the hiftorian is-.
allowed to make his own remarks,
and exprefs his own feelings, while-
the tranflator can only convey thofe
of another. Had 1 not been reftrain-
ed in this particular, 1 fhould, per-
haps, with the true {pirit of an Eng-
lithwoman, have refufed. to give th'lft
fuperiority to the honour, courage, and
genius of the French nation, which
the partiality of Mr. Miilot makes.
him afcribe to it; and which, it may
be, with fome finall fhare of -the fame
foible, I afcribe to my own. However,
waving that fubje@, I have endeavour—
ed, as nearly as I.could, tofollow the
fenfe of my Author, who, I muft do the
juftice to acknowledge, is no bigot in
religious affairs; and who fpeaks of
the Proteftants with much more mo-
deration than could be expetted from |
an Ab}a of the Romith church. ¢

o
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TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

Upon the whole, I look upon this:
as an ufeful work ; becaufe it contains.
an account of every event which it is:
neceflary to Know, in a regular and
rapid feries : fo that their chronologi-
cal fucceffion, and their natural con-
nedtion with each other; may be eafily
difcovered and retained. Nothing is
omitted that may delineate the man--
ners, or mark the progrefs of go-
vernment, through' all the fucceflive:
changes which. time and accident have.
produced, in concurrence with the paf-
fions of men, and the providence of
the Almighty. From other particu-
lars, which fwell hiftory beyond all
proportion to human life, little ufeful
knowledge can be gained: they only-
encumber the memory, and preclude
more important and more pleafing
purfuits. :

Qs the reading of hiftory is now
become a part of female education;
this
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vi TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.
this Abridgment, with that of the
Hiftory of England; tranflated fromr
the fame Author, by the ingenious
Ns. Brooke, has, by many very able:
judges, been thought more prope‘r‘i
than. any other, to be put into the
hands of young ladies at {chool. Thef-;
tranflator, though a woman, hopesy |
that in thus facilitating the accom-
plithment of her fex, fthe has not gone’
out of her fphere; as fhe has only:
conveyed through one language what
was produced in another. She has not
much. pretenfion to praife; yet hopes
it will be remembered, that thofe who
conftrut an aquedu®, have alway
fhared the acknowledgments of the

Public with thofe who firft opened t
fpring. ' ‘
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2 ELEMENTS OF'THE
had fixed their habitations among - the
‘Gauls, but were of too inconfiderable a
hote to draw much attention from their
neighbours. : i |
The courage and ambition of Clovis
changed the face of the country ; his firft
‘enterprize, at the age of nineteen years, was
to difpofiefs the Romans, and to form from
their ruins a puiffant monarchy. He at-
tacked their general, Syagrius, hear Soil~
fons; and, obtaining a complete victory,
was equally fuccefsful in the extenfion of
~ his conquefts. It was with impatience that’
the Gauls fuffered the Roman yoke; and?
it has been fuppofed, with fome fhew of |
reafon, that he had recourfe to policy, tof
“gain the former on his fide : to this end it
was proclaimed, that the fole intent of his}
congueft was to give them liberty; at the
fame time leaving to the conquered a part |
of their lands, together with the ufage of!
their ancient laws, and protetting them asf|
much as pofiible from the fury and rapa-*
cioufnefs'of the foldiers. Some authors are}|
of opinion, that Clovis divided the land in®
fhares. It is more natura] to imagine, ac-!
cording to M. Montefquieu, that the con-§
querors took pofleffion of what they thought
proper, and left the remainder to thel
‘Gauls : thefe were, without doubt, fatif-
fied with their lot, fince they were foudth i




HISTORY OF ERANCE. 3

the new government; it was founded by
the force of arms; it was maintained by
. prudence. : ,
Some foldiers having pillaged the church
of Rheims, St. Remi, the bithop of that
city, felt no lofs equal to that of a large
vafe, - which had been feized among the
booty : at his entreaty, the king, anxious
to keep faith with the church, promifed
the vafe fhould be reftored. The army
retired to Sqiffons to divide the {poil ; their
thares, as was ufual with the Franks, were
to be diftributed by lot, without exception,
even to the prince himfelf; who chofe to
govern without being arbitrary. :
Clovis intimated, that he fhould be gla
to be poffefled of the vafe of Rheims; on-
which it feemed to be the general defire of
the foldiers, that he fhould have it: one
only differed from the reft, and proceeded
to fuch degrees of infolence, as to difcharge
on this valuable veffel, a ftroke from his
“battle-axe ; at the fame time crying out,
That the fhare of the king ought to be de-
termined by lot. . :
Clovis, diffembling his rage, took thevafe
and fent it to St. Remi. Some months
afterwards, taking a review of his troops,
he recoléeéted the wretch who had offended
h@?n by that brutal action, and pretending
difpleafure that his armour was not in
' B2 ©" apro-
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= proper condition, he fnatched his bat-
tle-axe from him, and threw it on the
ground : at the inftant that this unhappy
man ftooped to pick it up, Remember, |
faid the king, the vafe of Soiffons; and, at
one firoke, fevered his head from his body.
According to Gregory of Tours, this

firuck an awe into the troops, and infpired

them with fentiments of fubmiffion and re-
fpeét. It was, perhaps, neceffary to ftrike.

a terror nto this rude, and fayage people,

by fuch fevere examples; but this. necef-

fity may ferve to give us a fpecimen of

the barbarous manners of the Germans. °

‘The matriage of Clovis with Clotilda, |
-miece of Gondebaud, king of Burgundy, |
was an event no lels fortunate for himfelf |
than for his new fubjects. This princefs |
was_ a Chriftian; the Gauls, ftrongly at=1
tached to Chriftianity, rejciced in an union, |
from which they hoped, that the vidory
{who, being a Frank, was, confequently, an |
idolater) would learn to reverence their |
facred religion, and, by degrees, be led to
embrace it.  They were not deceived.
Clotilda, zealous for the converfion of her

hufband, made ufe of fuch arguments as.
lefc a deep impreffion on his mind  She.

found no difficulty in convincing him off
the folly of idolatry. Policy alone wotild
.have made him relinguith it.  An ambi-
; : tious

|
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tious prince feldom lofes: ficht of his inte-
reflt; and Clovis faw cthe neceffity of favour-
g the tenets of a people, whom he was
delirous thould fubmit to his laws. What
would have been his real fentiments, can
only be judged by his condu&; he was
certainly inclinable to the true faich, when
Heaven determined his converfion by an
. event, which the greateft parc of our hiffo-
rians record as a miracle, =
The Alefnandi, a warlike people, who
afterwards gave their name to all Germany,
tnvaded the Gauls; being defirous of efta-
blithing themfelves there, as many other
barbarous pations had done.  Clovis feared
for his il tottering throne : he anticipa-
ted  the gathering- ftorm, and marched
againft them, after having given his irre-
vocable word to become a Chriftian, if the
God of Clotilda would blefs him with vic-
tory.  The two armies met at Tolbiac,
near Cologn. The king faw himfelf on t.@c
point of lofing a decifive battle: he in-
voked the true God, rallied his troops,
and put the Germans to flight. He was
“foon. after baptized by St. Remi*, and his
i ‘ : example
* Hinétnar, archbiffiop of Reims, in the ninth
CCB[UI‘}', is the fi-ft who hazs- mentioned the holy bub=
ble, or the oil of angel, which they pretend was brought

from Heaven forthe baptifn) of Clovis. There oupht,.
Bize certainly,
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example was followed by a great part of
the army. It does not appear that the
Franks-had much zeal for their gods ; they
thought of little elfe but the fecuring of
their own eftablithment. The church’
reaped more advantage from this conver-
fion, than from that of all the other
chriftian monarchs. Clovis was the only
catholic. The bifhops (from whom he
had already received many aids) from that
time {pared no pains to concili4te the affec-
tions of the people : to this caufe may be
attributed the exceflive power which they
maintained in the kingdom for fo great a
length of time, and the continual influence
they have had in ftate affairs. ‘e
Clovis was now in poifeffion of all Gaul, |
except on one fide the kingdom of the
. Burgundians, comprifing all the country
from Langres, to the cities of Avignon and
Geneva; and, on the other, that of the
Vifigoths, between the Pyrennees and the
Loire. . Gondebaud, the uncle of Clotilda,
and king of Burgundy, a bloody and cruel
prince;, who had murdered his own bro-
thers, was attacked and vanquithed by this
conqueror ; who was, however, no great:

-

certainly, to be the firongeft proofs to rehder fuch 2
thing credible ; which, even after the teftimony of co-
_ temporaries, might appear doubtful, Lo

s gainet
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gainer by his viCtory. He next deter-
mined to execute a project he had for a
long time defigned; that of carrying his
arms againft Alaric, king of the Vifigoths.
Some trifling malecontents furnifhed a pre-
tence for war; and Clovis artfully wove
_the intereft of religion in the quarrel, be-
ing fully perfuaded that was the moft likely:
method of engaging the people an his fide.
The Vifigoths, being Arians, and having
perfecuted the Catholics, the remembrance
of thefe perfecutions, though they were
not recent, prepoficfled the Gauls of this:
country in favour of Clovis: he excited
their zeal thereto, by giving it out,, that he
was going to extirpate Arianifm ; taught
by his policy to give the falfe name of a holy
war, to an enterprize which he had proje&-
ed even before his converfion. Alaric
lived tranquilly in his territory, applying
himfelf to the cares of government; wor-
thy of the love of his people, and efteem
of ftrangers; perhaps, not lefs brave than
his rival, though fated to be lefs happy.
The famous battle of Voville, near Poi-
tiers, put the finithing ftroke to his for-
tune, and completed the glory of Clovis.
Aric fell by his hand, the Vifigoths were
cut to pieces ; Touraine, Poitou, Limoufin,
Perigord, Xaintonge, Angoumois, Bour-
deaux, Touloufe,, the capital of the king-.

' B 4 dom,,
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dom, were all fubje@ted to the will of the
‘conquercr.  There remained only to fub-
due a part of Languedoc, and of Pro-
‘vence: but the celebrated Theodoric, king
of the Oftrogaths, who reigned glorioufly
in Ttaly, more from friendfhip to the Go-
thick nation, than jealoufy of the raifing
greatnels of the vicor, fent a formidable
torce to the fuccour of the Vifipoths. The
fortune of Clovis, for the firlt time, ‘de-
ceived him; his army was defeated before
Arles, which he was then befieging : me-
verthelefs, he failed not to preferve the
- greateft part of the fruits of his laft con-
queﬁ‘ : g ‘ 3 f 4
We are ignorant what motive could in-
“cline the emperor Anaftafious to ‘honour |
him with the titles of Patrician, Conful,
and Aupuftus: thefe titles added nOthing;f_l
to his power; they were meer feathers,
which ferved no other end, but to fwell
his vanity. A Rt |
Bad difpafitions are often made worfe by |
fuccefs. The ambition of Clovis, far from
béing fatisfied with his extenfive conquetts, |
was thereby rendered attrocioufly wicked
and cruel. - Several petty princes (his rela-
tions) had, among the Gauls, little'territo-
ries, and the title of Kings: whether he
“had rezlly any fear on his own, or Bis
children’s account, or was fplely a&tuated
. £ by =

~

|

o
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by a:defire of invading another’s right, he
caufed them to perifh by treachery and mur-
der. o ; :
"This barbarity hurt the reputation of ‘his-
religion among the people: neverthelefs,,
~we {ee Clovis, much about the {fame time,
building churches, and founding monafte--
ries,” From his baptifin, he had always:
fhewn that religious zeal, which cannot be -
too much commended, when it is accom:
Ppanied with. true piety and virtue; but the -
ufgrpations and violences of this prince:
{ufficiently prove, either that he knew but
little of the {piric of Chriftianity, or was-
not very fcrupulous in the prattice. He
died at Paris, which he had made his capi-
tal city, at the age of forty-five: -
Clovis regulated the Salique law, which -
fixed the punifhment of crimes, and feve:
ral other points of government. Itis.a
vulgar error, that the right of fucceflion to -
the crown was determined in that code:
All it tells us'is, ¢ That with relation to -
¢ the Salique land, women have mo right-
. of inheritance.” This law.is notipecu=
liar to the royal family; for Salique isithe
general name of all thefe lands which they
held by right of: conqueft. Nothing was
more cemmon, than to difpenfe with :this
4w in favour of daughters ; « and, in fuch- -
cafes, the ufual form only has been pre--
- - B s ferved:
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ferved by the legiflation of the Franks.
Pecuniary mulcts were the only -punith-
ments annexed to crimes. Robbery and
murder were taxed; but when the guilt
of the accufed was not clearly proved, they
were condemned or acquitted by ridiculous
- trals, of which I fhall {peak in anothet
place.  Even this cruel indulgence with
regard to crimes, fo likely to increafe their.
-growth,  was one of the many inftances
that thewed their barbarity. |
» This nation was brave, and terrible in
arms ; .though more civilized than the
other people of Germany. Their manner
of fighting was on foot; with the fiword,
the javelin, the battle-axe, which was an
inftrument with two edges, and the bow
and arrow., The king marched at the head
of his troops, the dukes and counts taking
the command under him; thefe were
fettled officers, whofe chief funion, elpe-.
cially that of ,the dukes, was to condu&
freemen to the war, from their feveral quar-
ters. We fhould obferve, that the laws
then eftablithed were much more favour-
able to the Franks than to the Gauls,
who went allo by the name of Romans.
It ‘was not allowable to firike a Franke
King Chilperic having, in after time,
broke through that law, drew on himfeif,
fays one of our ancient authors, the hater.f ¢
ST : g
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of the nation. One article of the Salique
law, was, That whoever took by the hand:
a free woman, fhould be condemned to-
pay a fine of fixteen pence in gold : it ap-
pears, that thefe cuftoms foon grew out of
. date, at leaft at court. The diftribution
of juftice was committed to the care of the:
counts and their deputies; and, as all the:
Franks were foldiers, the civil and military
power, as M. ’Abbe Garnier obferves, was
united, which union continued many ages.
The office of Referendary was the fame:
as. what we call Chancellor. -

e

Szgcaﬁr: of Crovis, to the yea;c 562

FROM the time of Clovis, to the end:
%o of the firt dynafty, hiftory is nothing
more than’ a confufed mixture of barbarous.
names, cruel ations, and obfcure and
complicated interefts,. of invafions. and’
wars ; - of which the detail fatigues,. with-
out enlightening the mind: The learned-
are fond of following the turns of this la-
byrinth ; but'let us be fatisfied to remark.
only: what is. worthy. obfervation : Why
thould: we load; our.memory with. things,,
which are as ufelefs to learn,. as they are-
difficult to retain? Let.us then, from hence--

o L O forward,,
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forward, give the name of French to the
fubje&ed il and powerful Franks;, and
to a people whofe manners were once io-rjx
different from ours:

- Clovis left_four fons, who fhared his;‘
kingdom among them.. A perfon ought,,
thrO""‘z hiz own mxsfortunes, to have bemw
well verfed in cafualty, to prevent.the fatal
evils which “attend {fuch divifions.  Thi-|
_erri, the eldeft fon of a concubine, had a5
great part of Agquitaine taken from thc
\ ifigoths ; and all the country between the
Rhlnc and the Meafe, called from that
time the kingdom of Auftrafie, of which
Metz was.the Cap‘ltal Clodomer was king

_ of Orleans, Childebert of Paris, Clota;re
of So.ﬁ”ons. The firft yeats of their reign
prefented no' remarkable event: after thlS
interval from arms, little conformable o

. the genius of the nation, the three young-
“er brothers, ti hrough. the inftigaion of the.

: gue‘n mother, made war on the Burgua-

1ans, claiming a right of inheritance from
their orandfathcr, “who had been affaffi-
‘" nated by his brother Gondebaud, in order |
that he might have the fole poﬁ“cﬁ’ion of |
the throne. This+ “quarrl was; fatal to
~Clodumar; he fell ‘in battle; and' his ¢hil=
dren qmckly became a facrifice to she am-|
birion and avarice of unnatural relation®.

Chxldcbert and Coltaire forme:i a defign of

dep rwmg
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depriving them of their birthright:  to
effeét which wicked purpofe, the firftof
thefe” engaged Clotilda to take them with
her to Paris, in order (as he pretended) to
have them folemnly crowned ; but as foon
as they fet foot in that city, they were ar-
refted by command of their uncles, whoj
at the fame time, fent to their mothera -
fciffars and a fword ;. by which cruel pre-
fents, they defigned fhe fhould underftand,
that the yoyng princes had nothing to chufe
but a cloifter or. death.. The queen mo-
ther, overwhelmed with grief, and mot
fufpecting the parricide, faid, fhe had ra-
ther fee them ‘dead, than robbed of their
crown.  This reply ferved as a fignal for
the murder; and Clotaire, with his own
hands, ftrangled his two eldeft nephews; -
the younger fled from his fury, and hid
himfelf in a convent, where he s honoured
with the title of St. Claud.  An alliance
formed by fuch horrid crimes, could not
be attended with: any lafting friendthip+
the fame felf intereft which united, divided
them ;. and, at length, caufed them to turn
their arms againft each other, . :
.. Thierri, though bleft with fuperior qua
'1!-@65 ‘to Clotaire or Childebert, -was not
more virtuous ; e had affifted Herman:
101, the king of "Thuringe, ‘to overrun the
Country of his brother Balderic, on a pro- :
: mife
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mife of receiving a thare of the {poil, which
Hermanftoi afterwards refufed to perform,

and fell a vi&im to hissbreach of faiths

the king of Auftrafie having vanquithed

him, through the affiftance of his brother

-Clotaire, and caufed his death by trea-
chery, laid an ambufcade for Clotaire him-

felf, whichhe had the good fortune to

efcape. Thierri, at his death, left Au-

ftrafie to his fon Theodebert, one of the

greateft princes of his age. The king of

Paris and Soiffons, who made a joke of the

ties of blood and nature, endeavoured to

feize on the poffeflions of Theodeberts;

but he having made himfelf refpected by

his aclions, prevented their defigns. Hav-

ing nothing more to fear from his uncles, |

he joined his force with theirs, to dethrone.

the king of Burgundy : they gained a com-

plete victory, and made themfelves mafters

~of thar kingdom; which was eftablifhed |
about an hundred years afterwards: they|

fhared it among them; and the French'

nation grew fo formidable, 25 to be thought

of confequence by the emperor. Juftinian,,

who by his great abilities, and by the bra-

very of Belifarius, his genéral, had recalled.

the ancient glory of the empire,, fent am-

baffadors to the kings of France, to engagé

them to join with him againt the Oftro-

goths, who had united, and grown pow;}'*g
- fub
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recorded of him, that does him great ho~
nour : - The bithop Didier offering to repay.
him a large fum, which had been lent the
inhabitants of Verdun, he refuled to re=
- ceive it: ¢ We are both happy,’ faid he tq_jﬁé
the prelate ; © you, in having procured me/|
< the occafion of doing good, and I in not!
¢ letting that oceafion flip.” - =l
- Theodebalde; or Thibaut, his natural’
fon, fucceeded him; for illegitimacy was
then no bar to-fucceffion.  This prince iénﬁiﬂ
an army into Italy, who, after having com-
mitted frightful excefles, were deftroyed
by the emperor’s troops.  Before the death)
of Theodebert, his two uncles having quars|
relled, we learn not why, had begun a new.
civil war: ‘the fmalleft felf-intereft made |
them have recourfe to arms; fuperftition
* difarmed them. At the inftant that Chil-
debert was attacking the camp of Clotaire;.
there arofe {o violent a form, that it was.
Yooked upon as fomething fupernatural : it
had one good-effeét ; that of reconciling’
the brothers. The fucceflion of Theofi
~debalde, who died foon after; was a new |
fubject of difcord. i g
Agathias, a Greek autlior.of that times |
fays, That the law of the country called to]
the crown of Auftrafie, Childebert and
Clotaire, as the neareft relations.  Childe
bert adds, he had no fons who could {fue:
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ceed to the crown after his death; but
Clotaire had four : this is a proof that the
fucceffion was then in the family of Clovis,
and the male heir only could pretend
et oe Sl

- This law, though not written, by which
women were excluded the crown, was al-
“ways looked upon as a fundamental one;
| it-was engraved in the hearts of the French,
The nation was refolved not to have a
t ftranger foro their. mafter. It was in the -
‘power of a female reign to give them one;
to this refolution we may  attribute the
 foundation of this law. It would have
been well, if there had been one to this
‘purpofe enacted at firft, in order to prevens
the pulling' te. pieces of the kingdom ; the
},fource of war and mifery. T T
Childebert found himfelf dengeroufly ill.
The ambitious Clotaire did not lofe  the
advantage of it, but éngaged the Auftra-
fiens to look on him as the only heir of
Theodebalde. * His brother was obliged,
unwillingly, to yield to him’ his claim;
‘but, ‘recovering his health, he formed de-
figns of revenge. - Clotaire being cone in-
t0'Germany, to‘punith the rebellious Sax-
085, one of- his .natural fons, ' named
Chramre, a young prince, corrupted by
'ﬂattery,. and ' plunged. in debauchery, had
A part of the government committed to his
i : : truft,




1@ ELEMENTS OF THE
truft. Childebert excited him to rebel.
The fon took arms againft the father,
Mean while Cloraire, confined before to the
little kingdom of Soiffons, became foon, by
the death of Childebert, pofiefled of the-
whole monarchy. Chramne fued for mercy,
and obtained it. His forced repentance
was followed by a fecond revolt : the kin
purfued, and gave him battle. This fe
cond Abfalom was vanquithed, and burnt
with all his family in a cottage. Clotaire
died the following year 562. On the point
of expiring, it is faid, he, fighing, exclaim-
ed: ¢ How great is the power of the King
¢ of Heaven, who can thus put to death
¢ the chief of earthly princes? He ze-
knowledged too late the avenger of his
crimes. 7
It may be matter of wonder, that the-
Chriftian religion, which thefe barbarians
profefled to reverence, fhould not reffrain |
their wickednefs: had it been {ufficiently
known, it, doubtlefs, muft have had that
effect; but ignorance and fuperftition had |
inculcated notions which difgraced it : pre-
fents offered at the tomb of St. Martin de |
Tour; rich charitable foundations, and
ridiculous ceremonies, were looked upon
- as the moft thining virtues, and an attone-
ment for crimes. A fmall number of ‘en-
lightened bifhops could not diffipate fo-
2 dark |
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dark a mift; which the Paganifm that ftill
remained, and the wars that were continu-
ally breaking out, ferved every day to
thicken. Heads of the church had already
appeared in battle : this employment be-
came a fpecies of their duty; for it was
looked upon as neceflary, that every fub-
ject fhould ferve his fovereign in perfon.

The fuperftition of deciding by lot, was
then much in vogue : were they curious to
fee into fogie future event, or would pafs
a determination on any affair of confe-
quence, nothing was more eafy ; they ftept |
into a church, during divine worthip,
‘where, opening at hazard the holy ferip-
tures, the firft verfe which they heard fung,
~or the firft line which prefented itfelf, was
looked on as an infallible prediction. It
was by this means that Clovis affured him-
felf of fuccefs, in his expedition againft
Alaric. The church of the Gauls, fo fa-
mous in their infancy, had funk into the
fame ignorance as others ; and religion was
foon fo ill underflood, as to ferve for a
veil to the moft horrible paffions,

(4
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Succqﬁ%: to Crotare the Firft, to the
Year 6150 . 3

'CHILPERIC, one of the fons of Clo-

taire, being defirous of reigning in
Paris, and having taken poffeffion of it
his three fons came to beliege him. They
agreed to divide by lot. * Paris fell to Cari-
bert, Orleans and Burgundy to Gontran;
Auftrafra to Sigebert, and Soiffons to Chilt

peric, which was very diftant from his aim.
> Y

{

‘than to fecure peace.

Caribert reigned but a few years. After
his death, the three remaining brothers par-
took the fucceffion ; but as they all made
pretenfions to Paris, they compromifed the
matter, by each taking a part, and agreed,
that no one fhould pafs his bounds without
the confent of his brothers. Such a redicu-
lous treaty was more likely to excite war,
The mildnefs of Gontran, and the wift
dom of Sigebert, feemed to promife happy
and  glorious reigns ; - neverthelefs, trea-
chery, affaflihations, and difcord, made
France, and the royal houfe, a theatre al-
ways flowing with blood, ‘and fullied with.
crimes.  The vices of Chilperie, and the
excefles of two ambitious woméen, pro-
duced thefe horrible fceies, which can
never be blotted from remembrance; and
: tO:
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to which the genius of the nation, wun-
doubtedly, concurred. The French ftill
prcferveg’ the barbarity of their ancient
manners; unquiet, violent, greedy ; breath-
ing nothing but war and robbery : their
greateft virtues were clouded by ftill greater
vices ; and, indeed, what virtue can there
be without humanity ? oy

Sigebert had married Brunehaut, the
daughter of king Vifigoth of Spain. = Chil-
peric, already too famous by his. debau-
ches, demanded in marriage the eldeft
daughter of this prince, Galfuinda: hav-
ing, with fome difficulty, obtained her, he
made a pretence of facrificing to her his
paflion for Fredegonda, a woman of in-
trigue, full of wit, wickednefs, and cou-
rage by the help of which qualities the
hz‘x;_i feparated him from Audoucre, his firft
wife. : -

By an artifice, worthy of herfelf, and of
the age fhe lived in, fhe engaged the king,
1n conjunction with the queen, to anfwer for
an infant at the font: it feems it was
‘thought a crime deferving of death, to
mairy the perfon who appeared with you
on that occafion.” The king was eafily per-
{vaded, that having ftood fponfor with the

queen, fhe could no longer lawfully be his
Wic: thus, under pretext of religious:
feruples, he effected a divorce, which, in

realiy,
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reality, had its fource only in ungoverna-
ble paffion. - .
Examples of the like kind, in thofe
times, were not uncommon. But, to re-
turn to Galfuinda : She did not enjoy the
happinefs of being his long; for the was
found dead in her bed. Chilperic pretend-
ed to weep her lofs, but very foon fup-
plied her place upon the throne by Frede-
gonda. It was fulpeéted, not without great
reafon, that he had contrived £he death of
her rival. Brunehaut was fo perfuaded of
it, that fhe excited Sigebert to revenge this
affault, and Gontran to affift him in the ex-
ccution of it. They attacked Chilperic, and |
made him buy his peace at the expence of |
fome of his pofleffions. They, notwithftand-
ing, were afterwards twice in arms againt
cach other; fo little amity derived they
from their birth. The king of Soiffons
eagerly embraced the opportunity of pro-
fiting himfelf from their difagreement, To
this end he failed not immediately to form
an alliance with his brother Gontran, Fre-
degonde, infpiring him with all that hate,
for Sigebert, which the had entertained for
Brunehaut ; but fuccefs was ever far from
favouring his withes. - The king of Au-
ftrafie, though juft on the point of forcing
his camp, had yet the generofity to grant
him terms of peace ; an act which, never-
thelefs,
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thelefs, met with from Chilperic no returns
of gratitude ; all fenfe of which was flifled-
by implacable hatred. Chilperic foon re-
fumed his arms, was again defeated, re-
turned at length to Tournay, with the lofs
of by far the greateft part of his dominions.
‘Brunehaut, notwithftanding the exhorta-
tions of a pious bithop, who ufed his ut-
moft endeavours to foften her, animated
her hufband to pufh to the laft extremity
his ‘cruel perjured brother. Chilperic,
befieged in Tournay, faw himfelf without
refource : Fredegond’s wicked heart fup~
plied him ; fhe fent two wicked villains,
who affaflinated Sigebert in the midft of his
army. B : :

This prince deferved to be ranked among
the greateft kings. The purity of his man-
ners was at that time a prodigy. At the
beginning of his reign he fignalized him-
felf againft the Huns ; a fierce and favage
people, known by the name of Abares,
who ravaged Thuringe. At firft he con-
| quered, but was afterwards vanquithed,
- and taken prifoner. The greatnefs of his
behaviour made fuch an impreflion on
them, that they“reftored him his liberty ¢
2 noble gratitude made him return this
'«f?}Vgur, by affifting the Abares in diftrefs.
| He'was unhappy in having a brother like
Chilperic; but” would not have been fo

& : much
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much fo, had his wife been lefs vindictive |
than Brunehaut. e _‘
- Chilperic and Fredegond being relieved
from great danger, haftened to take advan-
tage of the death of Sigebert. The crown
of Auftrafia was a motive for their ambi-
tion. Any means of ufurping it appeared
lawful : they arrefted Brunchaut and her
children; but a faithful fubje& contrived
to fet at liberty the young Childebert, a
fon of the murdered king,-"ang ‘having con-
ducted him in fafety to Mentz, put himin
pofifeffion of .the kingdom.  Brunehaut was
banifhed to Rouen, where fhe foon gave
freth unealinefs to her enemies. Merovee, |
one of the children of Chilperic by his |
firft wife, became enamoured of her; his |
father had employed him to mzke the con-
queft of Poitou. This young prince, whofe%
mind was more engaged by love than war,
went fecretly to Rouen, faw his aunt Bru-
~nchaut, and married her. The bifhop
Pretextat gave his benediétion to this mar-
riage, contrary to the canons of the church,’_f?]’
and was, in confequence, a victim to the |
malice of Fredegond. Chilperic, mad
. with rage, flew to Rouen, where the two
lovers took refuge in a church; this was
an inviolable afylum : the King, did not |
dare to force them from that fanétuavys
though he trampled under foot, laws both
' ; human "‘,i
|
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‘human and divine. They refufed to leave
that facred place, till he had bound him-
feli with an oath, to do neither of them any
herm, By an inconceivable imprudence,

3

hie fent Brunehaut to Mentz, where her fon
iived ; the confequence of which was, that
ine renewed the war, of which Chilperic,
being unfuccefsful, accufed Merovee as
tire author; and, putting him in prifon,
ained him a prieft, 1n {pite of his re-
ce. Nathing was aftonifhing in thefe
Garbarous ages.

Merovee at length efcaped, and took re-
fuge (as before) in the church of St. Mar-
tin de Tours, from whence his father
would have forced him, had he not been
sclirained by the common perfuafion, that
{izch facrileges never failed to draw an im-
| mediate punithment from Heaven. ;
L A fuperftitious fear fugoefted a moft fin-
gilar expedient : he refolved to advife with
 the {int, whofe vengeance he was afraid of
provoking, He wrote a letter, and laid
{3t on St. Martin’s tomb, together with a
‘fhect of white paper, on which the faint
| Wasto have written his reply ; which never
. Coming, the morfarch retired. Merovee,
the meangwhile, being got from T ours,
trakors, hired by F redegonda, de-
Sl him by offers of {ervice ; and inveft-
the - houfe where he was repofing him-

G ' felf,

bk
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brothers, he could not enter that city with-
out the confent of the other monarchs,
under pain of being curfed by St. Polieucte,
St. Martin, and St. Hillary, the guaran-
tees of this treaty. This prince, impious
to a thameful degree, and fuperftitious to
the height of folly, thought of an expe-
dient to efcape their curfes: he entered
the city preceded by the relics of feveral
other faints; being perfuaded that thefe:

~would proteét him from their vengeance.

France had been feveral years torn to
pieces by civil wars. Young Childebert,
king of Aufirafia, having firft formed an
alliance with Gontran, the king of Bur-
gundy, againft Chilperic, afterwards join-
ed with Chilperic againt the king of Bur-

-gundy. They chofe rather to difcard every
- tender fentiment of nature, than to wave

their claim to a fingle city :- they pillaged,
they ravaged, and embroiled the people
in war and mifery, without gaining any
real advantage to themfelves. A general
peace was made between them, which
lafted not a year.  Gontran and Childebert
declared war againft Chilperic, juft at the
time when the latter was affaffinated in re-

turning  flom* hunting. Some {fufpected

Brunchatit of this crime, others accufed

Fredegonda, and a lord of the court, whom

. CZ o {he
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“fhe loved. The laft accufation, though
~without proof, feems the moft reafonable,
-as it falls on a2 monfter of the moft horrid
niquity. = :
We may fay with Gregory of Tours,
that Chilperic was the Nero of his age; al-
ways at varlance with his own blood, and
no lefs a tyrant to his fubjects, whom he
haraffed with taxes in fuch a manner, as |
to make many of them abandon their pof- |
feflions : neverthelefs, he pifued himfelf
on a tafte for wit and literature, and made
an ordinance, that the double Greek let-
ters fhould be made ufe of in the holy
feriptures.  This whimfical law had no!
force after his death, not did grammatical
correCtions any more owe their birth to
royal edicts. :
An ordinance had been likewife pub-
lithed by the fame prince, on the dif-
putes of Arianifm, prohibiting his fub-
je€ls to fpeak of the Deity; or make’
ufe of the terms of Trinity and Perfor s
which, however, - fome bithops had in-
terelt enough to engage him to fup-
prefs. The churches and monafteries had
been prodigioufly enricfied‘ by the dona-
tions of Clovis, Clotilda, and® their chil-"
dren; which made Chilperic he#vily com-
plain, that the treafury was exhaufted,
and that the only kings to be feen in France,
. were
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were bifhops. But his own adts of injuftice
occalioned complaints that were much bet-
ter founded. Notwithftanding the poet
Fortunatus, bithop of Poitiers, was not
penurious in encomiums en this prinee, in
feveral of his pieces, which he dedicated
to him; perhaps an inftance of greater
abufe of the poetic art would be difficult
to fhew,. though even Nero himfelf was
not deftitute of thofe, who were prepared
to offer him fuch kind of incenfe,

Of all the children of Chilperic, there
remained only one, four months old, Clo-
taire the fecond ; for whom, -as well as for
herfelf, - his ambitious mother had every
thing to fear: her genius, however, did
not forfake her; fhe applied to Gontran,

whofe compaffion fhe-endeavoured to in-
tereft in her favour. Whatever efforts
were made by Childebert, whether with
defign to difpoffefs the fon, or to wreak -
yengeance on the mother, the king of
Burgundy ftill deprived him of every hope
of fuccels, yet declared him his heir, if he
died without iffue ; which leaves no room
to doubt of the generous motives of his
conduct with regard to Clotaire and Fre.
degonda, ¢ But as Gontran had fettled a
regency for the young king of Soiflons, the
mother, impatient of fecing herfelf there-
by deprived of all authority, applied her-
. : C3 : felE
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felf to ftir up enemies againft her benefac-
tor ; which-ingratitude {o irritated the king
of Burgundy, that he raifed fome doubts
withregard to thelegitimacy of herfon, when
Fredegonda' proved that Clotaire was truly
the fon of Chilperic. Oaths: in fuch cafes
were not much to be depended upon ; ne-
verthelefs, they diffipated fupicions and new
attempts againft Childebert, and Brunehaut -
exercifed the diabolical mind of Frede-
gonda, of which I fhall fupprefs the detail,
After the death of Gontran, a mild and
modeft prince; whofe piety might have en-
titled him to be ranked among the faints *,
Childebert took pofleffion of his kingdom
and, according to the tafte of the princes
of that age, conceived the defire of feizing
on Clotaire.  The courage of Fredegonda
encreafed with her danger: fhe affembled
-her troops, and put herfelf, accompanied
by her fon, at the head of them. Deceiving
the enemy by a ftratagem, fhe gained 2
complete vi€tory ; and leaving behind her
all the traces of cruelty, fhe returned to So-
iffons loaded with booty. Childebert dying

* We muft obferve, that to thg tenth century, all
churchies “enjoyed the right of canonizing their own
faints., “Canonizations were then very Yreqhen:. Pope
Alexander the [1Id decreed, that thefe weme matters
of ‘that impertance, as (o belong only to- the hely
fre. ; .

s a few
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a few years afterwards, the took Paris and
feveral other cities; and, attending her
troops in perfon, routed an army of Bru-
nehaut. At length fhe died, and left a
memorable example to pofterity, of the
blackeft actions that the moft violent paf-
fions could give birth to, and of all the
genius, addrefs, and intrepidity, which can
animate refolution in the moft critical con-
Juncture. Sheonly departed from her chara-
Cter, when her children were dangeroutfly ill;
for fhe thet feemed entirely given up to
devotion, as if fhe had expeéted a miracle
to be worked in her favour. :
Brunchaut became more powerful than
ever, by the death of her fon Childebert:
the took wpon her the.care of the domi-
pions belonging to her grandfons, Thi-
eril had the kingdom of Burgundy affign-
ed to him, and Auftrafia fell to the lot. of
Theodebest.- The firft years rolled tran-
quilly on, under the regency of this impe-
tious princels; who punifhéd wich death
all thole of whom fhe entertained any imif-
truft,  The nobles of Auftrafia grew tired
of this defpotic fvay; and having made:
themfelves mafters of the young king’s
perfon, and allo gained his affc@ions, they
at laft fucefeded fo far as to banith her..
She w08k refuge with Thiersi: to- be able
: C 4 3o
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to manage him as fhe defired, we are affur-
ed, fhe was not afhamed to corrupt his
manners, and encourage him in liber-
tinifm ; by which means Tfhe ver y foon en-
gaged h1rn to take arms againft his bro-

ther, to revenge the affront “which fhe had
received in Aufirafia. Al the horrors of
civil war, all the crimes, of which we have
{feen fuch fhocking inftances, again appear-
ed in this wretched kingdom. Theode-.
bert. being conquered, was maffacred by

the orders of Brunchaut. T hierri, who

had engaged Clotaire to remain neuter, was

himfelf the firft to break the treaty; he
was prepating to attack his coufin, when

he was {eized with a dyfentery, and died atv
Metz. Clotaire, in his turn, becamec aa

ufurper and parricide ; he put two fons of
“Thierri to death, and made a monk of the

third; the fourth found means to efcape,

and was never heard of afterwards.

The tragical end of Brunehaut, put the
finithing {troke to thefe horrible fcenes :
Clotaire, full of the fentiments of his mo-
ther Fredegonda, after having accufed
her of the oxeate”c crimes, after ha.vmg o
proached h°r with being the death of ten
kings, or fons of kings, ° llﬁfel‘ed her
to the infults of the foldiers, -,ad to the
cruelty of the executioner : the laft ‘punifh-
ment they conuemned her to, was to bg

2 =
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tied to the tail of ‘a horfe, and dragged
‘through briers, and over ftones, till fhe ex=
pired. An author of this time, Fredegaire,.
in this recital, has theeffrontery to fay, ¢ That
¢ Clotaire was one of the beflt and mildeft,.
¢ princes to all mankind.’ ' They muft then;
‘without doubt, have.a very different idea
of mildnefs, from what we have in our
times. Some moderns have attempted an:
apology for Brunehaut; but if the was ac-
cufed of feveral crimes of which the was
innocent, at leaft it muft be allowed, that
(after the death of Childebert) ambition and.
revenge made her guilty oft many. Pope
Greorory the Great, in the letters which he
has written to Hher, praifes her piety, her
charity, and her government.. One cannot
* help faying, (thhout fufpeting him of flat-
" tery) that he has fometimes exaggerated in-
his encomiums. He wrote a letter to Chil-
debert I, inc which he makes ufe of thefe
words: ¢ Your kingdom is as much above
¢ other namons, as its fovereigns are above
“other men”  What lauguaoc then .
would . he have ufed, had he written to-
Charlemagne ? Beﬁdes Brunehaut  fur-
| vived St Grego ‘many yeéars: as fhe was, -
In his dme, lefg orthy of blame than after-
Wards, anck JF& found her necefary to him ;
he ook ¢ care, perhaps, in praifing her oood :
works, to diffemble her vices,
e C 5 Nothmg;



g4 ELEMENTS:OF THE
Nothing was more common in thofe
.days, than to endeavour to cover the moft
fhocking enormities, by an exterior thew of
piety 5 even Fredegonda could fometimes
appear devout. Childebert was the moft
wicked, as well as the moft fuperftitious
of princes. As religion reftrains fin, by
making us feel the horrors, and dread the
punithment of it; fo fuperftition encour-
ages us to commit crimes, by furnithing
us with eafy means of expiating them. |
‘Clotaire II. found himfelf' now, -as was
his grandfather Clotaire I. the only king of
the French monarchy ; of which he before
wonly  pofiefled Soifions : he effaced, by
alts of moderation and juftice, the bar-
bariti:s which have been related. We may
rethark, in the remainder of his reign, a
council at Paris, compofed of lords and’
‘bifhops, fuch as have been fince conti-
nued ; they made ordinances for all tlie
kingdom, which they called chapters.
T'his council exerted themfelves againft the
abule of felling church livings for money;
the fame as lay-preferments; an abufe,
by which fome bifhops had made them-
felves fcandalous to the nation. Circuit--
ing parliaments, that went_under the de-
nomination -of placita, or vE?)-xrs became .
frequent ; where the nation ufed to megr in |
common, and deliberate on’ the affairs of
' 3 ftate,

_
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ftate, and the king to give his affent to-
thofe propofals, which he, in his  judg-
ment, looked wupon as. falutary. He
weakened his authority, in favour of his.
lords ; by which means his reign was more
tranquil than any had hitherto been; but
this tranquility coft his fucceffors dear;.
whofe fubje@s, very foon, became their
mafters. Clotaire divided the reins of
government with his eldeft fon, Dagobert ;.
to whom he yielded Auftrafia and Nuftrid,.
with the title of king. (Nuftria comprizes.
all the country between the Meafe and the
Loire; it was properly the kingdom of
France.) He died regretted by his people,.
and refpeted by his nobles ; whofe power:
he had too much augmented:

‘1 have nothing to fay of a war that
Gontran had with the king of Spain; nor
of a certain Gondebaud, who gave him-
&if out for the fon of Clotaire the Firft,
was crowned, and foon after affaffinated:
by the feditious multitude ; nor of fome
~ expeditions againft the Varns,. a people of
Germany 5 and againft the Gafcoignes, ‘a-
fet of barbarians, who came trom beyond.
the Pyrenees;, or againft the Britons, the -
Lombards, fnd the Saxons ;. thefe kind-
Of warshAvere o more than - thort ex-
~eurlions; the relation of ‘which would.
- make us fofe the thread of principal events..

e C b Ve



36  ELEMENTS OF THE
We muit endeavour to avoid confufion, by

affing over fuperfluous details, and occu-
5] P 5

Py our memory with more ufeful know-
ledge. v

Succeffors of CroTAire I tolt_b‘e;yéar 692.-
DAGOBERT, having known the

fweets of being king, even during his.
father’s life, could not bear the thoughts
of dividing the fivay with his brother Ari-
bert or Charibert.” Intrigue, joined with
force, gave him the general voice of the
people. Acknowledged fole monarch, he
yet affigned to Aribert a part of Acquitaine,
by way of appenage; which this prince,
however, did not long enjoy, dying in two
years.  Acquitaine remained a great while
i his family, under the title of an’heredi-
tary. dukedom. Had Dagobert been lefs -
@ flave to his paffions, he would have been
-#model in the art of reigning. . He was
‘adtive, laborions, vifited his principal ci-
tes, and diftributed juftice to all his fub-
je&s;. paying deference to the counfels of
wife minifters; by thefe meass, in the be-
ginning .of his reign, law andeegularity
began to flourith, but his amours foon
drcw him into the moft extravagant excefles,
‘ ' ; Three
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Three women, whom he, at the {ame time;
honoured with the title of queens, and a.
“whole troop of miftreffes, abforbed his re~
venues. Increafe of taxes, confifcations, and:
ufurpations of church eftates, were fatal
refources in fuch circumftances ; which loft
him the affeftion and effeem of his people.

Fe was engaged in a war, of which
there are but few inftances. Samon, a
French merchant, going to traffic with the
Sclavonians, near the Danube, pleafed the
army of thole barbarians fo well, that they
eleted him king. Some other French
merchants, being infulted by the fame
people, Dagobert fent to demand juftice ;
which he did by his envoy, in a tone {o
haughty, as difpleafed Samon; and he re-
plied only by bravadoes: war broke out ;
the Sclavonians were vitorious, and were
going to ravage the kingdom ; but it was
{uppofed, that their fuccefs might well be
put to the account of the Auftrafians;
-whote chiefs, through refentment of the
oppreflions of the king, behaved them-
felves 11l on the day of battle, Dagobert,
in-ordeér to animate them to the defence of
the territories, oave them 2 king, inde-
pendent of hifhfelf; which was Sigebert,
his ciceft¥ad.  This expedient fucceeded 5
aml the Selayonians, cither never dared

g - undertake
RS L
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undertake an enterprize, or -were always
repulfed.

The remainder of this reign produced
nothing remarkable. They talk much of
the magnificence of thofe times: it is faid,
that St. Eloi, who came to court only in.
the capacity of a goldfmith, and who was
afterwards treafurer to Dagobert, and
bithop of Sciffons, wore a girdle covered
-with jewels; he made for Clozaire, a chair
of mafly gold ; and from thefe recitals (fo
little probable) we may conclude that com-
merce, and more efpecially pillage, had
enriched the nation, or rather a fimall
- number of people; but we fhall foon fee
that trade was confined within narrow li-
mits.

After the death of Dagobert, whofe:
praifes were {ung by the monks, becaufe '
he had been prodigal in his donations to-

- churches and monafteries, the monarchy,
under a weak adminiftration,- daily loft its.
power. Sigebert preferved Auftrafia Clo--
vis 1L his brother, had Nuftria and Bur-:.
gundy : they were both almoft deftitute
of authority ; the mayors of the palace
_growing more powerful than the kings.
themfelves. Thefe mayors had,their juril-

. diftion at firft confined to the yetace only ;.
they afterwards grew powerful in the ga-
binet and the field, and, in fine, congrived:

: © to.
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0 make fo important a place hereditary.
In the beginning of monarchy, dignities
and tenures were only for life ; avarice and
ambition, infenfibly fo encreafed their
power, that they were afterwards enabled .
to perpetuate them in their families. They
took advantage of the weaknefs of fome
princes, to aggrandize themfelves at the
expence of the royal authority. Towards
the end of the firft line, the mayors were
all powerful, and monarchs were lefs than
nothing. %We are now arrived on the eve
of revolution.

Sigebert was fo much influenced by the
mayor, Grlrnoald, that he promifed to
adopt his fon, in failure of any iffue of his.
own. This prince, more fit for a cloifter
than a throne, fpent his days in foundmfr
and regulating monafteries.

The reign of Clovis I1. wasalfo obfcure.
There is no-dependence on the writers of
thefe times ; they were almoft all monks,
and their teftimonies generally contradict
each other : it is no uncommon thing for
the fame prince to have the charatter of
bemg brutal, cowardly, and abandoned to

(all forts of debaucheries, from one writer;
and of | being v {ie, bleft withthe moft (hmmcr
qx.ahfzcs;ﬁ il of courage, equity, and plety,
fiom ahether.  What clouds of ignorance
“and B;éjudxce have thefe authors fpread over

o 8 our
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our hiftory ? Clovis being dead, two off
his fons fhared the fucceflion. Clotaire-
III. was king of Nuftria and Burgundy ;
Childeric of Auftrafia. The mayor, Gri--
moald, had given this laft kingdom to*hi§ .
own fon; but the ufurper was- foon de~
throned. Batilda, the mother of Clotaire
who was yet a child, governed fome
time with much wifdom : devotion (which
ought to have made her prefer the publie
good to her own eafe) unfortunately infpir-
ed her with a tafte for retirement : -too fen-
fible, perhaps, to what inevitable cha~
grins {he muft be expofed in a turbulent
diffatisfied court, the chofe rather to live-
in peace in the retreat of a convent, than
to wear herfelf out in the fervice of her
country. ‘This was the greateft of misfor=
tunes; by retiring, fhe left a free opening
to Ebroin, mayor of the palace; a paffio-
nate, arrogant, infenfible man; whom both
the nobles and the people detefted, as a
tyrant.  Clotaire died young, without any
male children. His brother Thierri, who
had never had any fhare in the fucceflion
of Clovis, was proclaimed king, without
Ebroin deigning to confult, or affemble
the lords; who rofe with ont corfent, and
confined the mayor in a convwedt: Thi-
erri,. though innocent, was. involved e
; % his
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* his difgraces; and Childeric was acknow-
ledged Tole {overeign.

This prince had given his conﬁdence to
Leger thesbifhop of Autun, whofe fage
counfe] procur’d him a glorious reputation ;.
but flatterers were net tardy in corrupting
him : his confidence was changed into fuf-
picion, and enraged againft the bifhop,
Childeric put him 1n prifon, and then fet
no bounds to his defires. A nobleman
named Bodxllon, having one day made
fome lively remonftrances on the fubje of
a new tax, was treated with great indig-
nity, and he reveng’d himfelf in a fhockmg
manner; by affaflinating the king, the
queen, ‘and their children, in the foreft of
Livri. 7 :
Thierri again mounted the throne. The
* Auftrafians had thaved him, but his hair had

had time enough to grow long. Long hair,
as we have before obferved, was a mark of
diftinétion to princes, Divefted of this
ornament, they became incapable of reign-
ing. Opinion, efpecially in thofe barbarous
ages, often made things of the greateft
confeqnencc depead upon mere nothings.
The ambitious Ebroin left his monai’ccry,
and-again apg 4°d to diftarb the peace of
Eranw <% proclaim’d a falfe Clovis,
presendingthat he was the fon of Clotaire
s LR adv&. ‘d to the gates of Paris.
: : The-
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The king, too feeble to refift, was obliged
to create Ebroin mayor of the palace.
This being the end he defired, he facrificed
his Clovis without remorfe, bt rebellion
1s generally the confequence of - tyranny.
This mayor grew fo odious, and his do- .
.minion fo hard to fubmit to, .that Auftrafia
threw off the yoke, and inftead of kings,
refolved to give herfelf dukes, or indepen-
dent governors.. The great qualities of
Pepin, furnamed Heriftel, appeared worthy |
of this place, and amazing “fuccefs foon
anfwered the ambition of his mind. Ebroin
being affaffinated, as might be expeéted, |
feveral mayors fucceeded him, but the go-
vernment of Thierri was not mended. . A |
crowd of malecontents retiring into Au-
{trafia, Pepin reccived them with open |
arms, and interefted himfelf for them with
an appearance o zeal; and on the king’s |

refufing to treat them with humanity, which

refufal was accompanied with menaces

againft Pepin, he determined the Auftra-

fians to take up arms. Refolving to profit of
_the occafion, to render himfelf mafter of :
the kingdom, he took care to engase the |
clergy on his fide, as the moft fure means
of gaining over the people.. “Ehe better t0. .
colour his enterprize, and towdake himfelf
honoured by a thew of moderatian, he dent
at the fame time an- offer of peacswio Thi®
¢ L enri
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errl, forefeeing that his minifter, a fierce
inflexible man, would engage him to refufe
it: the confequence was a battle, which
deftroyed the fmall remains of royal autho-
rity. Pepin, the mafter of Paris, of the
finances, and of the perfon of the king,
was equally fo of the whole monarchy,
under the fimple name of mayor of the
palace. The wifdom of his government
changed the face of affairs : he gained the
hearts of the nation, and foon obliged the
rebels abroad to own his power. His
victories in Germany, his juftice and good-
nefs towards the French, fecured his au-
thority, by veiling the odium of ufurp-
ation. ’ :

_The ancient cuftom of calling a general
affembly on the firtt of March, which was
‘known by the name of #he camp of Mars,
had been almoft abolithed by - the laft
mayors, who affeted defpotifm. He re-
eftablithed and admitted bifhops into thefe .
affemblies, where the clergy had never
before had a feat; a new piece of addrefs,
according to the ebfervation of P. Daniel,
to attach the ecclefiaflical body to his in-
tereft, whofe eredic was boundlefs, becaufe
all the reft of the ‘people were in a manner
buried in thefdecpeft ignorance.

, ¥ was-on thefe occafions that Pepin
Made Fiuerri appear on his throne 5 it was

i only
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‘only then that the monarch might be faid
toexift; at other times fo defpifed and for-

- gotten, that his death fcarcely made: any
‘noife,

The Titular Kings.

T HE laft kings of the line of Clovis,
" except one, deferve not to be named, |
they were thadows of kings, confined toa
fine houfe, which might properly be called
a prifon, having guards, lefs for their fafety
than to keep them in fervitude: they had
no other employment for their thoughts
than how to pafs life agreeably: they ap--
peared in public only on certain days of
the year, in a car drawn by oxen, a car-
riage that had before that time been des
figned merely for the ufe of the queens:
They might juftly be compared to infant
inheritors of a crown, who do nothing
themfelves, and in whofe name all things
are done. The policy of the mayors pro-
cured fuch an education for them, as was
fuitable to the kind of life they were t0
lead. The people, withou: doubt, looked:
on the right of fucceffion to thd crown ina
very facred light, fince even Pepin ?imdfli‘a
N :
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-did not dare to think of putting it on his
own head. :

He continued to reign under fanction of
the name of Clovis, of Childebert, and
of Dagobert; always in arms againft
the Frifons” and the Germans, and always
victorious. His exceflive power excited
either the envy or the jealoufy of fome lords,
who feeing him dangeroufly ill, affaflinated
his fon Grimoald duke of Burgundy, in
order to eftzblifh, with lefs difficulty, the
ancient form of government. - Pepin re-
covered, and condemned the faéious
~noblemen to the greateft tortures. -The-
-odebalde his grandfon, though an infant,
was nominated his fucceffor, as mayor of
the palace. This was in fome degree
- rendering the fupreme power hereditary in
his family. Some months after, Pepin
died, after having governed twenty-feven
years.

King Dagobert II. faw himfelf under the
tuition of a woman, and an infant; the
widow of Pepin exercifing the office of
mayor. . Charles Martel, the fon of this
great man, by a concubine, was. arrefted,
_and they eleéted for mayor of the palace, a
nobleman-nasfied Rainfro;,. who undertook
to fubjugile Auftrafia. In the mean while
agler-Martel efcaped from prifon, and
“oefuge among his countrymen the
. Au&ra—_
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Auftrafians : they received him as a hero,
worthy of his father. Soon after the king
died, and left a fon: but the Nuftrians
found themfelves powerful enough to make
a favourite of their own fucceed him : this
was one Chilperic, defcended from the old
king Childeric. We muft not confound
this prince with the titular kings. ,

Rainfroi put himfelf at the head of thc,
army. Twice he attacked Charles Martel,
twice he was vanquithed. Hewas réduced'_'
to implore the fuccour of the Gafcoignes,
lately fettled in Acquitaine. Charles was
again victor, and forced the Gafcoignes to
return to Childeric. He treated the king
in a refpetful manner, but took on him-
felf the government of the kingdom, as
mafter and father. Thierri 1V. who fuc-.
ceeded Chilperic, towards the year 721,
xs fcarcely known by name, notw1thﬁand-‘
_ing the famous events of his reign.

The policy of Charles Martel, like that
of his father Pepin, confifted chiefly in not
letting the warlike genius of the n.tion
grow languid, and exercifing it inceflantly
abroad, ior fear 1t thould occaﬁon troubles
at home. Not to fay any'thing of his fre-
quent excurfions into Germay. where he

taught religion to thofe whom e liad f&)lb-f
jugated by force of arms: the defér of the

& "’0
Saracens rendered his name 1mmortal
§ 2 Rodcnck
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Roderick, the Vifigoth king of Spain, having
dithonoured the’ daughter of count Julien,

“this implacable lord had call’'d upon the
Muflulmans to affit his revenge in 715,
and having introduced them into his coun-
try, the incontinence of the prince drew on
the ruin of the kingdom ; fuch fatal con-
fequences proceed from unruly paffions.
After having conquered Spain, the Sara-
cens were defirous of invading Gaul. The
firft frorm feJl on Eudes duke of Acqui-
taine, who was beaten fome years before by
Charles Martel : he had once entered into
a treaty with them againft France, and
‘drew on himfelf their hatred by his breach
of promife.” The Emir Abderaine cut his
army in pieces : Eudes flew for protection
.to Charles Martel, who had already refolved
to oppofe the Saracens, whom he faw
overruning the kingdom; he marched
againft and attacked them between Poitiers
and Tours, and gained a complete victory,
which coft the Saracens, if we may give
credit to hiftorians, above three hundred
thoufand men, among whom was their
general Abderaine. Without this victory,
France would moft probably have been'a
. Couniry of Mzhomictans : the Frifons twice
| beaten, \Aruitaine fubje€ted and reffored
} {0 fhe &y of Eudes, as to a'ﬁmple vaffal 5
- 4. Jdion ia Provence repreffed, the Sa-
e : racens
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racens again defeated near Narbonne, -and;
driven out of the kingdom: and all thisl,
was only the work of a few years for|c
Charles Martel. Thierri being dead, icjy
continued to reign under the title of duke
of France, without giving him{€lf thej;
trouble of naming another king,. |t
Some fingular circumftances were neary
raifing him to a higher fortune. The em-
peror Leon Ifaurien, better quahﬁed to dif-ly
pute 1n a ichool, than to govern an empxre, i
was defirous of abolithing the worfhip ofto
images, as contrary to Chriftianity; with
defign of eftablifhing this new doctrine, hqle
embroiled the empire. ~ The zeal of Popge
Gregory 1il. did not confine himfelf merelier
to condemn thefe errors.  Churchmenser
who are never fo worthy of refpe, as whenj -
they bound their ambition by their duty, agoi
this time grown rich and powerful, hadjll
made a danoerous mixture of fpiritual andjir
temporal interefts. The Pope fufferedgr
with great impatience the dominion Ofn
the emperor of Conftantinople: on theur
“other fide, the Lombards eftablithed 1
Italy, threatened Rome. Gregory, to deq.
liver himfelf at once from a painful yokejo
and from threatening peril,. implord the
fuccour of Charles Marte] ohulqcr to prO' ‘

rrr
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the power of an heretical emperor, He could
not better flatter the ambition of the French.
Charles, who had refifted lefs advantageous
Sitters, did not refift this, but promis’d every
Cithing. Death furpriz’d him the fame year, as
€lit did alfo the pope and emperor, and left
[the execution of this great project to one
Wof his fons: he had two by his firft wife,
{Carloman and Pepin the little, between
whom, by the confent of the lords, he di-
Sided the kijngdom in his laft ficknefs,
Mo govern it 1n quality of dukes or mayors.-
¥ Charles Martel had feiz’d on feveral ec-
1@lefiaftical eftates, either to furnifh the ex-
dPences of war, or to reward the lords who -
I%erv’d him. This gave rife to thofe pre-
ojended revelations of the monks, where he -
0k painted in the moft horrible colours, and
attonfign’d over to hell-torments. Gregory
wlll. certainly had a different opinion of
Wdlim from the monks. It thould be ob-
sdkry’d, that the churches richly endow’d,
ofind ftill more enrich’d by the fruits of the
hearth, had abforbed a great part of the trea-
1hres of the kingdom. : :

le4 Add to this, that it was neceffary to
iepovide for the onobility, who were all
héed o the prafieflion of arms. On thefe
feounts, a cuitom had been fome time efta-
Qilecd, sich obliged the church to give
heflic profits of fome farm to a lord or
g - _ s D free

5= i e

*
1
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free man; who, of confequence, engaged
himfelf in the military fervice. The coun-
cils of the eighth century approved of this
cuftom, founded in the public good; but:
it was often difficult not to abufe it
Charles Martel defpifed the murmuring of
the monks and ecclefiaftics. His fon Pepin,
having more intereft in managing them,
applied part of his policy to give them
fatisfaction. France had been without a.
king from the death of Thierri the IVth;
and this interregnum caufe£ an apparent
difcontent. Pepin, as ambitious, and not
lefs capable than his father, made them
proclaim king, in the country which they
had allotted him, Childeric, the fon of
- Chilperic IL. a prince of whom the hiftorians
of this time have not fpoken. Carloman
was fole mafter in Auftrafia: he there con=
vened a council by his own authority, in
the fame manner as was done by fove-
reigns. ‘Thefe two brothers, infeparably
- united, vanquifhed, in concert, feveral na--
tions of Germany ; but, in the midft of his
_victories, Carloman determined on a2 mona-
ftic life, and retired, leaving the whole king- 1
dom in the hands of his brother. i
. Pepin added to the cotwrage and talents
of Charles Martcl, the ambition of being |
pofiefied of the title, as Wel]\agb‘tkllgg au-
- thority of a king. 'Never ufurper\ged-
® s Nated
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ing to feveral learned writers, took its name |
from Merovee, the grandfather of Clo-

vis 1.

‘ - Second line. PEPI&.

T ool

THE ambitious have commonly made |
ufe of religion, as the means of attach- |
ing themfelves to the peoples the incon-

ftancy of whom is not always fixed by the

wifdom of government. Pepin proclaimed -

king, cemented his power in the fame man- |
per as he had eftablithed it. He caufed

}

himfelf to be confecrated at Soiffons, by

iy

Boniface, bithop of Maience ; a ceremony,

till then, unknown in the kingdom: be-

fore, they ufed to inaugurate their kings,
by raifing them on a fhield. ‘
Confecration was proper to infpire a

kind of religious veneration. This cuftom

_was continued, not as a thing effential to
royalty, fince it was a new inftitution ; but

as an homage that the king made to the |

divinity of his crown. The policy of Pe-
pin prompted him to go one ftep farthers
which was, to afk of pope‘Stephen abfolu-
tion, for this his ufurpation; no doubt

with a view that he might not be diffutbe;
in the enjoyment of his throne. .é‘h _
S e
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‘after it

*The popes had great reafon to applaud

themfelves, on this their attachment with
1 to him; for hence may we date the
ement of that temporal power,
145 fince enabled them to a&t fo con-
fiderable a part in affairs that belong to
ftates and kings. ;
Aftolphus, king of the Lombards, had
in exarchy of Ravenna, a kind

of government dependent on the emperors

i antinople. : i

The adtlority of the exarchies of Ra-
venna was extended over the city of Rome,
wiich Aftelphus wanted to make fubject
dominion ;- but the people of
the pope, who were not under
emperor, were totally averle to
the aceepting of a barbarian for their mafter.
But finding him too powerfuly Stephen III.
everal ulelefs negociations, took the e
f coming to France to feck for fuc-

cour. E‘-épin did not lofe this occafion of

tendering his perfon ftitl more auguft: h

 caufed himfelf to be 2gain confecraced by -

the hands of the pope; whom he foon after
accompanied into ltaly, at the head of an

“army ; defeated the Loombards; impofed on

them conditions” of peace; and gave the

 exarchy to the holy fee. The vior no
dogner wdifappeared,” than the treaty was

i% 5

D3 Aftolphus
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- Aftolphus befieged Rome. The pope !
wrotc a letter to Pepin in the name of St.
Peter, in which he makes the angels and
faints intereft themfelves in favour of the |
pontificate : this important letter, accord-
ing to the learned and judicious Abbe
Fleury, gives us a light into the genius of*
the age, and fhews to whata height the moft:
fcrious men could carry féion when they
believed it ufeful. Pepin apparently lefs |
touched by this addrefs, than' by the per-
fidy of the Lombards, returncd into Italy,
and conftrained Aftolphus to reftore the
exarchy to the pope, referving to himfelf
the right of fovereignty. It has been a |
long time infifted on, that Conftantine
made the fame denation to the holy fees |
but no one now gives credit to this fable:
fome quettion its being the gift of Pepin, -
“but no one doubts the temporal grandeur |
of the pope’s bepinning then to be efta-
blithed, of which the feries. of this hiftory
will thew the unhzppy effelts. :
War filled up almoft all the remainder
of the reign of Pepin; he obliged the
Saxons and Sclavonians to pay tribute, and |
the duke of Bavaria to take an oath of fide-
lity ; infine, he reunited Acquitaine to the
crown ; but France was fo unhappy as t0
lofe this great man, when he was osly fifty- |
four years old. His merit was fuelgesy
i obliteratd |
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\Sbiitcrated all remembrance that he was not
born to a throne: far from pretending to de-
fpotifm, he communicated all important af-
fairs to the aflembly of the nation; where
laws were made according to the ancieng
cuftom of the Franks.

* His will was a law; becaufe he reigned
in the hearts and affeltions of his fubjeéts.
The lords whom he confulted, the bifhops
whom he favoured, the people of whom he
was the admiration, all remained fteadily
faithful to hém: a rare example of a revo-
lution without difturbances. Grifon, afon
of Charles Martel by his fecond wife,
vainly raifed him enemies abroad. Since
he never had at home either revolt or ca-
bal, it became a proverb, in giving an
high idea of any one, to fay, He is as pru-

* dent as Pepin. This prince was of {mall
ftature ; which gave him the firname of
the Little, but of extraordinary ftrength.
It is recorded, that fome lords having one

- day railied him on his fize, he thought of
an experiment - to infpire them with re-

dpe&, which appears - almoft incredible.
He gave the diverfion of a combat berween

“alion and a bull: feeing the bull thrown |
by the lion, ¢ Which of you,’ faid he, © will

¢ dare to feparate, or kill thefe furious

¢ #nmels 2 They were all filent ; he then

%ng forward, with the fabre in his hand,

e D 4 and
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and cut the throat of the lions and n""ﬁ
znother ftroke, {evered the head from .
body of the bull. Men of thofe tim
who delighted in bodily exercifes, | g
much more robuft than they are jn
days. Hunting was the principal am:
ment of princes. The conftitution, whic
is now weakened by effeminacy, was thi

firengthened by fangue. {

[

Cuarves 1. called CHARLEMAGNE,

WHETHER it be that nature pro-
duces very few heroic minds, or th
the glory and fortune of the father ener-
vate and corrupt the children, it is rare to
fee in the fame houfe an uninterrupted fuc
ceffion of great men; neverthelefs, after
Pepin Heriltel, Charles Martel, and
laft king; as celebrated pohumans -as th
were illuftrious warriors; we fee Chafk'
magne furpafs the mlghty deeds of his an-
'ccﬁnrs, and give a luftre to the crowh of
France, of which it was not thought ca-=
pable. The kingdom was fhared betw
the two fons of Pepin, Charles and ¢
loman. The latter died very foons
left his brother, to whom he had giv
fome uneafinefs, the peaceful pofleffio
_the throne, :
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\‘Dldzer, king of the Lombards, to attach
himfelf to a young hero, whofe ambition
he feared, offered his daughter in marriage
10 Char]emagne. Political interet made
this alliance defirable on both fides. The
Frenchman was already married ; but they

_ did not make any great {cruple of a divorce.
Pope Stephen 1V. faw how dangerous to
the intereft of the church it would be, to
have a union between France and Lom-
bardy, and therefore ufed every means to
prevent it;* he in vain reprefented, that
the houfe of Didier was accurfed of God;

- he in vain threatened the vengeance of St.
Peters:  The marrlage was concluded and
to fweeten the pope’s chagrin, they reftor-
ed him-fome places which the Lombards
had taken from him. ;

¢ A year afterwards, Charlemagne divor-
ced himfelf from his new wife. Dldl(‘.‘l‘, ex-
tremely fenfible of this affront, necletted

nothing to revenge it. Adrlan l. a pope
dlﬁmcmfhed for his courage and prudence,
not buno willing to fecond his views, war
agati commenced between the Romans and
the Lombards ; the former called Charle-
magne to their fuccour. In fpite of the re-

Pugnance of thé French to Italian expedi-
ti0ns, he paﬁEd the mountains, and rendered
h:smh mafter of Pavia, the capital of his

poimies : after a fiege of fix months, he de-

SN D 5 throned
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throned the king of Lombardy, confirmed™
the donations of Pepin in favour of the
fovereign pontiffs, and contented himfelf
to have the pope for his vaffal. He was
made patrician of the Romans, and king
-of Iraly; a kingdom poffeffed by the
Lombards for two hundred and fix years.
Thefe people, originally from Panno-
nia, had given their name to the coun-
try they had made their own. Lombardy
was called after Charlemagne ; the king-
dom of [taly, comprizing almoft that whole
country, Rome, and all that been yielded
to the holy {fee. A certain proof, that the
conqueror preferved the fovereignty inRome,
as well as elfewhere, is, that the coin was
there ftamped with his image, that the
public acts were dated in the feveral years
of his reign, and that-appeals were made
to his officers from the decifions. Pope
Adrian gave’ to him the right of ele&ing
and confirming the f{overcion pontffss
which was one of ‘the principal preroga-
tives of the emperors. The popes becom~
ing more powerful, infenfibly arrogated to
themfielves a right of nominating who they
pleafed to the empire. ot
The Saxons often fubdued to pay tri=
bute, and always difpofed to rebel,  opened
another chanacl for the exploits of Cher-
lemagne. Thefe Pagans occupied °*tisd
‘ « northera |
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“Torthern part of Germany ; they were in-
finitely jealous of their liberty, and never
fubmitted but to a fuperior force; and
danger being now diftant, they broke the
yoke, without having any regard to their
oaths. Charlemagne, having no hopes of
taming their ferocity but by Chriftianity,
took infinite pains to have that religion
taught them; a wife piece of policy, if
he had not employed violence to affift the
zeal of the miffionaries. Several of thefe
barbarians 3llowed themfelves to be bap-
tized, to avoid death or flavery. Such Chri-
ftians became very foon perjured and rebel-
lious. The king continually purfued them
fword in hand; and, in one day, mafla-
cred more than four thoufand, who were:
begging mercy. This terrible example
ferved only to increafe rebellion. Their
famous general Witkind inceffantly ani-
mated the courage of a defperate people.
After many bloody defeats, he yielded to
the invitations of Charlemagne, was bap-
tized, and kept the nation fome years in
their duty; but the Saxons imitated not.
the fidelity of Witikind, The vitor, in
order to fubdue them entirely, was obliged
to drive them from their own country,
and to difperfe them in Switzerland and
Flande®s ; where they carried with them
‘e fame rebellious fpirit. “During the
: . D6 ~ troubles
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troubles of Flanders, under Philip af Vx’“’\

lois, it was a common proverb to fa
- That Charlemagne, by mixing the Saxons
with the Flemings, had out of one dev
made two. -
His wars againft the Saxons contmucd;
thirty-three years. During this interval, |
he made an infinite number of other glo
rious expeditions : that of Spam1 where h
went to fight for the Saracens, is lefs cel
brated by "his conquefts, than the defeat of
his rear-guard at Roncevauxf where he
loft Roland his nephew, that hero of
fables of archbifhop Turpin, and Aifmﬁ.
Wars in thofe days were very diffe
from what they are now; no
troops ; no train of mﬂxtary ope
The prince convoked the vaffa
country ; he marched againft his enemies, *
returned very foon to his ftate, and dif-
banded his army. . B
“Thofe excurfions feldom produ df
lafting peace. War was continually break-
ing out again. This method lafted feveral
years. We do not fee.it entirely change
till under Charles VII. who eftablifbe
~companies of ordinance. b g
Seeing Charlemagne rapidly pafs
one end of Europe to another, always
‘arms, either to fubdue rebels, or to aggr
dxze his ftate ; we fhould 1magme hec

|
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fcarcely find leifure for the cares of go-
vernment; but his genius extended to
every thing ; when he was not engaged in
the fatigues of war, his mind was incef-
fantly employed in the means of making

his kingdom flourifh. .
Expeditions and voyages took up the
{fummer and autumn; winterand {pring were
always fpent at Aix-la-Chapelle: there,
in the frequent aflemblies of the nation,
called the Camp of May, he regulated
ftate affairs.® One of his moft famous efta-
blithments, was that of fchools to teach
grammar, arithmetic, and religious chant-
ing; every monaftery, - every epifcopal
houfe was to have one. Ignorance was
then fo extreme, that it was rcquired of
priefts, as a thing not very common, to be
=able to underftand tle Lord’s prayer. The
tafte for fciences, which fhone forth in the
prince would, in a lefs barbarous age,
have enlightened the nation. The cele-
brated Englithman, Alcwin, whom he
loaded with riches and honour, would
now be very little efteemed, though he

was then a prodigy. : :
Charlemagne, by his council, formed a
kind of academy, of which he chofe to be
a member, under the name of David. It
wag, ufutl among the academics to take a
borrowed name ; ‘fome from facred, others
L) : D from
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from profane hiftory. This rude efta-

blifhment was, perhaps, more to be ad-.
mired, than the French academy under
the miniftry of Richlieu, if we may judge

of it, by the difficulty of making the
advantage of ftudy felt in minds uncivi-

lized. The project of joining the Ocean .
to the Black Sea, by a canal of communi-

cation between the Rhine and the Danube,
proves the greatnefs of the genius of

Charlemagne. This enterprize mifcarried, |
only by ignorance of the things neceflary
to carry it into execution.

The council-of Francfort furnithed the
king with a fingular occafion of taking a
part in the ecclefiaftical difputes. He.
there appeared on a throne with all the au-
thority which is enjoined by the emperors. |
We may judge of 1t By a letter which he”
addrefled to the churches of Spain, in |
which are thefe words: ¢ I have taken
¢ place among the bifhops, both as an au- |
¢ ditor, and as an arbitrator: we have
¢ feen, and by the grace of God we have
¢ decreed, that which ought firmly to be
¢ believed” This affembly, confifting of
more than three hundred@iihops, rejec’ted-
the decifion of the fecond council of Nices
acknowledged fince as general in favour |
of the worfhip of images, Tove A

Al
¢ Théy.j
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“They erroncoufly imagined, that the
above decifion confounded a fervice of
refpect, with ‘that worfhip which is due
only to God. It was the word Adoration, '
which alarmed people’s minds; and that
which was in itfelf meerly equivocal, as
often happens, produced the moft dange-
rous contention.  Charlemagne, whether
through zeal for a doérine which he ap-
proved of, or through an ambition of
diftinguithing himfelf in a manner different
from what h&€ had done before, or from a
defire of attacking the ‘Greeks, and ren-
dering them odious, declared himfelf au-
thor of a theological work, full of invec-*
tives againft the fathers of Nice. He fent
this book, known by the name of the
Livres Carolins, to the pope. . Adrian be-
shaved with his ufuaPprudence; in main-
taining the faith of the church, he took
care to give no offence to Charlemagne or
the French nation; without exating any
thing of them, or denouncing God’s ven-
geance againft any one, he appeared fatis-
fied that, in the kingdom of France, and
elfewhere, it fhould be believed, that ima-
ges ought only tp be honoured, as refer-
ring to the objects which they reprefented.
Policy had, perhaps, too much fhare in
thissindSlgence, for intereft we foon find
diofely concerned in Adrian’s condu& ; for
: =ule inftance,
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inftance, Charlemagne prefled him to ex-
communicate the emperor. He promifed:
to declare him a heretic, if he refufed to
reftore the lands belonging to the holy
fee. Could any one think, that the crime
of herefy could depend on things fo foreign
to religion ?  Already mafter of one part
of the imperial authority, the king of
France aimed at a title, which the Greeks'
but feebly maintained. He had the good |
fortune to attain his defire, without feeming |
to feek it. As a Roman patritian, he had |
received from the new pope Leon IIL. a2
letter of homage, conceived in fuch terms.
as becomes a vaffal to his fovereign. Some |
time after this, Leon meeting with ill ufage
from Banditii, had recourfe to his protec-
tion: on which Charlemagne took a jour-
ney into Italy; and<“was received by the”
Romans, as a great king and hero. On
Chriftmas-day he appeared in church in
his patrician robe; when the pope, as he
was going to perform the fervice, on a
fudden advanced, and put a crown on his’
head : the people at the fame inftant cry-
ing out, ¢ Long live Charles, the auguft’
¢-and pacific emperor of the Romans,
¢ crowned by the hand of Heaven.” Dur- |
ing thefe repeated acclamations, the prince
feated himfelf on a kind of thron€ ; L.con
profirated himfelf before him, declarian.',
« (=

1
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He was no more patrician, but emperor.
If we may credit. Eginard, fecretary to.
»Charlemagne, far from attending with joy
to fo glorious a fcene, his countenance dil-
covered marks of the utmoft chagrin.
‘Was this chagrin fincerc? if it was, we may
at leaft doubt it; fince no one could thew
a greater jealoufy of fupporting- his dig-
nity, than the new emperor.
His thoughts were foon employed in
a defign of taking from the emperor of
Conftantinopie, what he flill preferved in
Jtaly. The emprefs Irene; who, after
having deftroyed the herefy of the Icono-
claftes, had cruelly put her fon to death,
in order to have the fole pofieffion of the
empire; fearing inevitable danger- from
Charlemagne, fent to him an embafly, to
offer- herfelf in mawsage. The propofal
was agreeable ; every thing was concluded,
when Irene was dethroned by Nicephorus.
She found the fame neceflity of making
terms with this terrible competitor, and
fent him propofals of peace. Itwas agreed
by treaty, That the title of Emperor of the -
Eaft, fhould remain with Nicephorus, and
that of Emperor of the Weft with Charle-
magne. They bounded the limits of their
pofleffions in Italy; where the Greeks pre-
{ervgd f@rcely any thing. Here he form-
ed a new empire ; which ftill fubfifts,
‘ . though
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though it has been detached for feveral

ages from the French ‘monarchy. .
The reputation of Charlemagne reached
the ears of Calif Aaron Rachxld like him-"
felf, celebrated for his victories, and his |
love of the fciences. Two embaffies from
the Calif, the mafter of Perfia, muft ap--
pear more to his honour, than the tribute’
of all the people whom he had fubjected.

Among the prefents which they brought
the French were firuck with nothing fa
much -as a mufical clock; tle firft whlchn-
had been feen in the kmodam The Arabsz:
were: greatly fuperior in induftry to thc“!
French. They ftudied aftronomy, phyﬁc,“
chymiftry, at a time when we could fcarce- |
ly read. Our nation has excelled in every |
thing ; but it was a long time more unci- |
v1lxzcd than thofe wlio. are again fallen ins
to thClI‘ ancient barbarity.: Egmard re-
lates {fome aftronomical obfervations made=
before the ambaffadors, which prove, that
they aimed at fcience ; while the falfity of |
thefe obfervations prove, that they could
not then arrive at it. . e
After having vanquifhed the Saracens,
fubdued the Saxons, won Italy from the
Lombards, likewife Bavaria from Taffilon,
its laft duke, with Auftria and Hungary'
from the Abares or Huns; aftés haying
obtained the empire by the approbathf_‘
; ER S ok
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of the Romans, there was nothing want-
ing to complete the happinefs of Charle-
magne, but to affure himfelf of that of his
children after his deceafe. It was long
fince he had made Pepin king of Italy,
Lewis king of Acquitaine, Charles, the
elder of the three, duke of Maine. Pepin,
the crooked, the eldeft of all, but by a
‘concubine, had been fhaved as a punifh-
ment for rebellion. In order to ftifle all
feeds of contention between them, he made
his will, and<communicated it to the lords,
‘in cafe of a conteft, which could not be
decided by judgment: he ordered them
not to have recourfe to battle or duel, bug
to the arbitration of the crofs; a ridiculous,
fenfelefs practice, by virtue of which, the
caufe was gained by him who remained
&he longeft time jssmovable, with arms
extended before the altar. Charles and
Pepin both dying before Charlemagne, he
made Lewis joint emperor with himfelf:
this ceremony was performed with much
‘pomp. Among other counfel which he
publicly gave his fon, were thefe words :
¢ Honour the bifhops as your fathers,” faid
he, ¢ love your Ecople as your children.
¢ With regard t0 refratory evil-minded-
¢ men; conftrain them to their duty by
¢ fogce. © Chufe for your judges and gover-
¢ pors, thole, whom a juft fenfe of reli-

< ¢ gion
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$ glon has rendered mcapab]e of corrup-
¢ tiony and, as to yourlelf, let your
¢ condu&t be without reproach before God
< and man’ After this difcourfe, he ordereﬁf
ed him to take the crown with his own
hand; which had been put on the altar
with a defign of thewing him that he held
it by the will of God on‘y and that th
pontxﬁs had no right of difpofing of 1t
This important ]eﬁnn was too foon ef
faced. Bernard, the natural fon of Pepin,
and grandfon of Charlemagné; was, at the
{fame time, proclaimed kmg orf Italy.
The emperor, at the clofe of hfe, had
the mortification of forefeeing the ravage:
of the Normans ; that was the name swhict
was given to the people of Denma
Sweden, and Normandy they had already
made excurfions orn=ithe frontiers of hiz
-empire, which gave occafion to his ex
claiming with a ﬁgh, in thefe words : ¢ I
¢ notwithftanding my puiffant greatnefs,
faid he, ¢ they now dare infult the border
¢ of my dominions, what will be the con
¢ fequence after my death ?’ His prudenc
infpired him with all poflible meafures o
the fecurity of the kingdom; he vifited
the ports himfelf, built innumerable fhips
of war, where (in cafe of neceflity) the!
lords were to ferve the fame as i land en-
gacements..;

i
R
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gagements. Though thefe vefiels were in
appearance nothing more than large boats,
yet fuch a navy was as great a proof of
power, as it was of wifdom. :
After eight days ficknefs, Charlemagne
expired, like a Chriftian hero, at the age
of 71, having reigned 46 years. A majeftic
height, extraordinary ftrength, joined to
numberlefs victories, it is to be imagined,
muft ftrike his beholders, not only with
admiration, but fear; but ,his fweetnefs,
affability, and obliging behaviour, made
him the objeét of general love: weeping
the death of his friends, pardoning with
more alacrity than he punithed, intereft-
ing himfelf in the primitive affairs of his
officers, fpreading happinefs arround him,
by the moft pleafing gracefulnefs in his
“manner; inftead 6" alfuming any thing on
that head, applying himfelf to the bufinefs
of government, with the fame induftry as
he could have done, had he had no wars
to fupport; at the fame time watchful
over the education of his family, fimple in
his drefs, but polifhed in his manners ; elo-
quent, pious, charitable; but fhewed lit-
tle moderation where ambition or religious
zeal was concerned, Several chapters, or
ordinanges, which he made at Aix-la-Cha-
pelie, with the concurrence of his parlia-
i ment,

O
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ment®, have been renewed by Lewis XIV.
Learning was ‘a fure recommendation to
his favour, and a title to ecclefiaftical dig-
nity. He had a natural averfion to phyfic;
and, indeed, rendered it quite unneceffary
to him by temperance and exercife. He
is cenfured for a want of chaftity: five
wives and four concubines, which hiftory
gives him, appear to authorize this cen-
fure; but what was then called concubin-
age, was a kind of marriage, lefs folemn,
though equally lawful with the other.
Concubines were ftiled wives of a lower
order : the council had decreed, that a
man fhould only have one wife, or one
concubine, according as he chofe, Charle-
magne is honoured as a faint in feveral
churches; which, with the filence of Egi-
nard, is fufficient to g?f‘f‘i’te the reproach of
libertinifm. A celebrated writer thus
finithes the encomium of this great man :
¢ He was, perhaps, too fenfible to the plea-
¢ fures of love; but a prince, who took
¢ upon himfelf the laborious partof govern-

* A chapter of 8o1 was carried, cum omnium con-
Senfu (by confeqt of all) 5 it plaiply aﬁpears, that under
the firft and fecond line, public laws were only enatted
by the joint confent of the nation. We may read in
the chapters of Charles the Bald, Zex popli confenfu
J# & conflitutione regis 3 but the nation does not feem
10 be more happy on that occafion, 2

«
5 ¢ ment,
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< ment, and {pent his life in making his
¢ people happy, may furely plead an excufe
¢ tor fome indulgences. He had an admir-
¢ able regularity 1n his expences; he made -
¢ his inheritance valuable by his wifdom,
¢ attention, and ceconomy: we may fee in
¢ his chapters, the pure and facred fource
¢ from whence he drew his riches, of which
¢ I will only mention one inftance; he
¢ ordered, That the eges which his poul-
¢ try produced, and the fuperfluous herbs
< of his garden, thould be fold, at the fame
¢ time that he diftributed among his peo-
¢ ple all the riches of the Lombards, and
¢ the immenfe treafures of the Huns, who
¢ had defpoiled the univerle.” The Spirit of
the Laws. O e
From the time that Pepin Heriftal had
mtroduced the beidps, in that quality,
among the general aflembly of the nation,
their authority had ,beéﬁ"“?i?nci*”’e;aﬁng, and |
Was now growing to a dangerous height.
Charlemagne, hearing that it would ex-
tend itfelf over the army, prevented their
performing the military fervice in perfon,
“to which they were originally bound (as
well. as other poffeffors of fefs) by the te-
nure of their lands. Some refpectable au-
thors fuRpofc:, that he eftablifhed the tithes
to Supply the lofs of the ecclefiaftical
cltates, which the clergy had beer deprived

of,
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of, and the army were not willing to
reftore. One proof that tithes, though
claimed before, were then newly eftablifh-

" ed, is, that the people fubmitted to them
unwillingly, and it was found neceffary
to permit them to be bought off *, Thus
Charlemagne having it very much at heart,
to keep fair both with the clergy and the
nobility, beftowed great benefits on the
clergy, without infringing on the intereft
of the nobility. He forbid the cuftom of
the church receiving donations, which was
then too common a practice, to the detri-
ment of near relations, whofe right by na-
ture it was.

He fent officers into the provinces;
whofe bufinefs ‘it was' to fuperintend the
conduct of thofe in power, to watch over
the adminiftration of jtntice, to receive th€
complaints of the people, and to bear them
to the throne. Thefe officers were called
royal meflengers (miffi dominici); they had
every one their particular diftri&t, and
were to appear there four times a year.
Thus the fovereign had an eye, which
firetched itfelf to the utmoft boundaries.
of his empire; his reprefentatives hiding

* M. I’Abbe is of a different way of thicking.
Charlemagne fays he might favour this kidd of devo-
tion ; but we only find it was converted by him into 2
neceffary tribute. % o

“ nothing
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nothing from him, becaufe he was defir-
ous of knowing every thing. One chief di-
retted the members of this vaft body, and
could alone maintain the order and har-
mony of it. :

We may remark, that under his reign
were the firft fumptuary laws, for regulating
the prices of ftuffs.and habits, fuitable to the
different ranks of life; thefe laws being ne--
ceflary, as well on account of the want
of commerce, as by the confufion which
luxury introduces into fociety. Almott all
trade was tranfatted at the public marts.
The eftablithment of fairs brought fat
certain feafons) many commodities from
other countries ; but that large commerce,
which enriches a nation, could not be then

known. 5 ‘ 3

We may fupptfe a number of people
affembled together, upon the bufinefs of
merchandize, in the bofom of & great city,
muft give it the air of trade; butall being
difperfed, the nobleman either repairs to
court, or retires to his own eftate; and the
flave, of whom we fhall {peak very foon,
Is not allowed to quit his mafter’s houfe,
or the place of his mativity : the country was
the refidence of the monks, ecclefiaftics and
Iabourers,being\almof’c the fole inhabitants of
the dity, It is only by a flow and difficulc

, b " progrefs,
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progrefs, that arts and commerce can be-
come flourifhing,

Charlcmaone eftablithed the cuftom of
teckoning by livres, fous, and deniers;
a little like what we do now, with this dif-
ference, that a livre was not only nume-

‘rary, but real; that is to fay, a livre by

tail, was equal to a filver one of a dozen'
ounces : the value of money by number is
fo very changeable, that the livre valued
then at a dozen ounces of ﬁlver is not
now worth more than twenty pence in cop-
per. Thus, according to the remark of
Mr. de Voltaire, a community, who, in the
days of Charlemagne had owed a hundred
and twenty livres, “would now have acquit-
ted themfelves 4t the expence of a crown
of fix francs.

The barbarity of fiSdaws L had.rwmnb '
ted duelling, to fupply Jud1c1ary proofs in
the courts of juftice; according to which

- rule, the ftrongeft man was looked on as

~the moft honeft. This manner of judi-

cial accufation, or defence, had extended
its influence over ecclefiaftics and monks
whofe cuftom it was to hire men to take
their battles upon them. « One ordinance of,
Charlemagne’s was, That thefe combats
thould be decided by cudgels; no doubt
with a defign to prevent bloodthed : Isewis !
the Meek, left the choice to the combat—
ants, .
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ants, either to ufe thofe, or more offen-
five weapons; the confequence of which
was, that none but flaves would fubmic
to fight with cudgels. See the Spirit of
- Lows. = . Sy '

The Latin ceafed to be a vulgar tongue,
about the ninth century, and a jargon was
formed; a medley of the Franc, joined
with bad Latin; which they called, the
Romance Language, and which is fince
become Fregch.  How hard, for fome
ages, was it to render this language fup-
portable ? but a finall number of excelient
writers, under Lewis the X1 Vth, have con-
trived to make it the principal one in
Europe, ’ s : )

Lzwis the fisft, firnamed the Mrexx.

TH IS reign gives us a firiking picture
- of the misfortunes to which a weak
a {crupulous prince is expofed, who ne-
glects the duties of a throne to practife
thofe  of a cloifter and who knows not
how to diftinguifh *berween the true rights
(©f the church, and the unjuft pretenfions
of fgmeoof its minifters. Lewis, when
king®of Acquitaine, under his father Char-
1€'m§tgne, Was geckoned valiant and gene-
! § ) rous,
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rous, full of zeal and clemency; but the
foftnefs of his temper had made him the
dupe of his courtiers; and his devotion
not {ufficiently enlightened, 1nfp1rcd him
with a defire of becommg a monk; a
thing not unufual among the princes of
that age. The counfels of Charlemagne
taught him to reign; deprived of that
guide, he loft himfelf. His firft fault was
difgracing two men, who had the confidence
of his predeceffor, to beftow his favours ona
pious abbot, who knew nothing of govern-
meat. He very foon fell into a greater
error; that of fharmg the kingdom among
his fons, and aumxttmg a_partner in the
empire.

Charlemagne had given the example, by
| taking the fame ftep 5_not at all dangerous
" then, “hecauf e knengQ_gf%ﬁﬁff '

felf obeyed: nor did he nominate one-of
his children emperor, till after the death of
the two others; which was a time when
there ‘could be nothmg to fear from
Jealomy The event Ju[’clﬁcd his conduct :
that of Lewis, on the contrary, produced
the unfortunate confequences which might
have been expelted. He affembled a par-
liament at Aix-la-Chapelle, and declared,
That he took as an aflociate in the empire,
Lothaire, his eldeft fon; at the fame £me
he madc Pepin, his fecond, kmcr of Acqui-
talne,
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taine, and gave the kingdom of Bavaria to
Lewis the youngeft. The emperor, in
weakening his authority, only save birth
_to ingratitude; and drew on himfelf an
enemy, whofe revolt (though rigoroufly
punithed) was the fource of all his misfor-
tunes. 5 :

Bernard, king of Italy, looked on the
empire as his right; from his being fon to
an elder brother of Lewis the Meek : irri-
tated by an, aflociation {o contrary to his
views, and excited by fome difcontented
bithops, he raifed an army againft his un-
cle, the emperor; it was rebellion againft
his fovereign, and therefore deferved a fe-
vere punifhment. .~ Thefe who had fpirited
him on, betrayed him; his troops aban-
doned him, without_ever coming to bat-

e asndhe no other refource than

to throw himfelf at the feet of Lewis, and
implore his mercy. He was tried, and
“condemned to death. The extent of the
émperor’s clemency went no further, than
-to change his fentence into the lofs of his
eyes: the-fame punithment was executed
on his accomplices, except the bifhops,
whofe chara&ers he refpected. * The unfor-
tunate Bernard died of the confequence;
and the,kingdom of Italy was reunited to
the"empire.

i ‘E 2o Thoggh
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Thouch Lewis had not himfelf paffed
judgment on the criminals, though he had
mitigated the fentence againft his nephew, -
who was evidently proved guilty; yet the
ambitious prelates found means to infpire
him with bitter remorfe. They knew what |
power religion would give them over a
weak enervated mind : “his wounded con-
fcience delivered itfelf to their difcretion:
continually employéd in pfalms and pious
lectures, he nourithed a corroding fcruple s
which made him at length forget the duty
he owed to his rank, and the interefts of
his crown. He convoked the affembly of
the nation, and not only accufed himfelf
of the death of Bernard, (as if that prince
had been innocent) but of the difgrace of
{everal particular people, and the forced
S 1 o »~Wﬂ Tl
magne, whom he had confined ina cloifter.
He fent an earneft entreaty for pardon to
the latter, and begged the bifhops to ad-
mit him to public penance. - Se hazardous
a ftep appeared then to be produéive of
o ill effeCts; the people were edified by
it 3 the bithops applauded it. ,The zeal

 which Lewis had fhewa for the reforma-

tion of the clergy, hed drawn their hatred
on him; but they now triumphed to fee
their authority increafe, throush the weak-
nefs of the prince.. The pbpces had already

; e taken
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taken advantageof it; StephenV.and Pafcal
L. not having deigned to write for the con-
. firmation of their eletion, by the confent of
the emperor, before they took pofiefiion of
the pontificate. Eugenio II. having fol-
lowed the fame example; Lothaire being
then affociated in the empire, complained
highly of it, and re-eftablifhed the anclent .
cuitom of fending to Rome the officers, :
*called Mifli Dominici, charged with the in-
fpection of public affairs. In other points
Eugenio II. conduéed himfelf properly,’
with regard to Frapce particularly, ina’
very delicate circumftance, he behaved
with the fame temper as Adrian 1. A
- The difpute concerning images had been. .
tevivedy the bifhops afiembicd ar Paris
Londemned the worfhip which was render- -
e shes,_in 9Er  churches, Eugenio
ound mo fault either with the bifhops or
their injurious writings, nor did he order
them to receive the council of Nice ; and
by his moderation and prudence, ftifled
the quarrel; which was, perhaps, the
only means of avoiding a fchifin.
Neverthelefs, Lewis ran blindly on his.
own deftruction. o Judith of Bavaria, his
fecond wife ; an intriguing ambitious prin-
cels, angl one whofe reputation was doubt-
ful® had given him a fon, named Charles 7
Who feemed ¢xdluded from fucceffion, by
! ; Gl g ‘the
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the provifion made for the children of the
firlt marriage.. His mother ufed her in-
fluence with the emperor, to enfure him a
rank equal to his birth; fhe was on the
point of making Lothaire confent, the only
one who had great intereft to oppofe her. -
The empire was difmembered in tavour of
Charles, at the moft critical conjunéture..
A crowd of malecontents {eized on this
occafion to fhew themfelves. The cele-
brated Vala, a monk and abbot of Corbie,
formerly powerful in the court of Charle-
magne ; revered as a faint, and capable
of undertaking any thing, publicly re-
proached the empelor, in a bxtter and out-
rageous manner. - Lewis bore it with all
the b umility that Vala could have withed ;
and to abufe himfelf fhll more, he aﬁ‘em-
bled the council, andfehmi
examination, all that was thought proper
to be reformed, either in the ftate or his
own perfon, The audacity of his fubjeéts,
thus encouraged, knew no bounds: Vala,
_ whofe reputation and credit had made him
able to accomplith any tafk, under pre-
tence of zeal for religion, declared himfelf
on the fide of the malgcontents ; ; {everal
i diftinguithed bithops joined him; they
tsheated the minds of the people by recitals
of incredible prodigies, and by inve&ives
aoamﬂtsjudxth whom they accufed of 2
, 5 criminal
- :
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criminal correfpondence with the prime
- minifter : they at length drew in the three
princes, who had been aggrieved by the laft
divifion of the kingdom, to rebel againft
their father; who, not finding himfelf
ftrong enough to oppofe fo many encmices,
was reduced to make new conceflions; and
confented, that his wife fhould be im-
prifoned, until a promife was ratified on
his fide, that if they would leave him the
quiet poflgflion of the throne, he would
govern -by the advice of his fubjeés.
His imbecillity rendered him ftill more def-
- picable ; and he was obliged to throw him- |
felf on the mercy of the rebels, who would
have folemnly dethroned him, had not a
fenfible monk found means to detach the
kings of Acquitaine and Bavaria from the
Uessdnl oschetfe : this latter, as wéll as the
others, obtained his mercy, but the con-
tempe of royal authority was become an
incurable evil, : -
Troubles were foon renewed. - Lewis, in’
-recalling to court the emprefs Judich, was
under a kind of neceffity of executing her
vengeance : fhe caufed Vala to be banifh-
ed; took fremeLothaire the quality of em-
peror; difinherited (in favour of her own |
fon) Pepin, the king of Acquitaine, wao
Was guilty of a fecond revolt: thefe re-
markable gctions could not 4, otherwife

5o e ten,
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than caufe a defedtion in the minds of the
people, againft a prince, looked on as in-
capable of governing, The three brothers
formed a new league. Lothaire perfuaded
pope Gregory IV. to declare himfelf’ for
them, in a caufe which was thocking to
nature. This pontiff appeared at the camp
of the rebels, publithing that he was go-
ing to eftablith peace. Invain did the em-
peror write to Agobard, archbifhop of
Lyons, to come to affift him yith his ad-
vice. He refufed to come, under pre-
tence that it would. be difobedience to the.
pope. Other prelates more faithful, wrote
to Gregory in the ftrongeft terins, to remind
him of the oath he had made tothe emperor;
and declared, that if he perfifted in his defign
of excommunicating him, he would in re-
turn be excommunicated i "
pope’s reply breathed a ftrain of haughti-
nefs, that was unknown to the primitive.
church. Vala and others, having con-
vinced him, (from a compilation of paf-
fages) that he had a right of judging all,
without being liable himfelf to the judg-
ment of any one. There was now no other
refourge for Lewis but arma:. “The two ar-
mies being then in Alace; ready to engage,
the rebels (through policy) confented that
Gregory fhould treat: with the emperdt.
During thefe conferences, they cor_ruptg_d
R -his.
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his troops. This unhappy prince, abandon-
ed and betrayed, furrendered himfelf to
his children. ¢ In the ftate, to which my
< misfortunes have reduced me,’ faid he to
them, with a firm tone, ¢ I fear little for
¢ myfelf; but may I hope that you will
do for the emprefs and your brother, that
which you have fo often promifed me ?
Remember, at leaft, what you owe to.
~their rank and birth.,” Promifes coft no-
thing to thofe who do not defign to keep
them: they were prodigal in fine {peeches,
and finithed by banifhing the emprefs, de-
pofing the emperor, and giving the empire
to Lothaire, The pope, who, doubtlefs,
did not forefee that things would have gone
o far, returned to Rome, athamed of hav-
ing been the infirument of perfidy.

Tessnayeittre fee the firfk example (in
our hiftory) of a fignal enterprize of the
clergy, againft the perfons of kings, and
the rights of fovereignty : by giving to pre-
lates too much power and riches, by fuffer-
ing them to become the reprefentatives,
and, in fome degree, the maffers of the
people, princes had furnithed them with
arms againft themfelves. Thefe inconve-
miences, human nature is liable to. Vir-
‘tuougmen are rare, and often concealed :
 tle greateft part lefs employed in their
duty,l than'a defire of aggrandizing them-
Eal : o Helves,
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felves, lofe not the fmalleft occafions of
extending their authority or fortunes, One
bold aitenipt {ucceeding, conduéts them to
the perpetration of a greater; nothing ig
more eafy than to find pretences to colour in-
Jjuitice, at a time when ignorance cafts a veil
over truth : in fa&, religion ferves to cover
“attempts, which it difapproves; as we fhall
too often fee in the feries of our annals. It
is a {candal which cannot be concealed : let -
us, at leaft, then endeavour to draw ufetul
leffons fiomn i, :

The power of Lothaire appeared not
firmly eftablithed, when the bithops pro-
pofed to him a part worthy his ambition ;
which was, to make the emperor {ubmit
to-public penitence for his whole life; an
infallible means, as they imagined, of de-
priving him of all hope of regyrn ;
the canons forbid penitents the ufe of arms,
or to mix in civil affairs: they, without
doubt, forgot, or:were ignorant, that the
penitent Theodcre had never ceafed to be
emperor. Yet this project they followed.
In an affembly of lords and prelates, Ebbon,
bithop of Reims, a man of low manners
and birth, whom I.ewis had raifed to the
higheft {tations, declaimed, in a furious
manner againft him, and prefented a me-
morial of accufations ; where, amon§ other
things, he reproaches him with “having
' : il exiled
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exiled churchmen, with having made the
troops march during Lent, and having en-
gaged the people to fight againft his fons;
which was no more than faying, he was
willing to reftrain rebellious children. On
thefe accufations, the emperor, without be-
ing heard, was condemned to public peni-
tence, for the remainder of his days. They
notified the {entence to him; he fubmi;-
ted, embraced Lothaire, and proftrating
himfelt at the foot of the altar, threw off
his {fword and belt, and putting on the
penitential fack, fuffered himfelf to be con- -
ducted, with the ufual ccremony, into a
lietle cell, which-was appointed for his re-
fidence. Such were the fruits of a blind
{fubmiffion to.the will of men, who abufed
their miniftry. The bifthops would have
Chretasd {ubiests, had he known how to
be a prince. -
The inconftancy of the people foon took
a turn from fury to repentance: the in-
dignation of a great number of lords, irri-
tated by the difgrace of theirfovereign, join-
ed to the remorie and intereft of the kings of
Acquitaine and Bavaria, who were equally -
Jealous of their brother, and thocked at his
haughtinefs and indifcretion, all concurred
to make a rapid revolution. The two kings
toole arms againft Lothaire. He fupported
Aimfelf for fome time; but on the point
, of
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of being overcome, he furrendered to the
invitations of the emperor, whom the bi-
fhops had reinftated on his throne, and who
had loft nothing of his natural goodnefs.
His fon threw him{elf on his mercy. " Lewis,
not fatisfied with barely pardoning, be-
ftowed on him the kingdom of Italy, on
condition he fhould not ‘return into France
" without his orders. S
The ambitious Judith, again retutned to
her former grandeur, daily facrificed to the
fortune of her fon, the intereft of her cre-
dulous lord : fhe caufed the young Charles
to be declared king of Nuftria, to the
prejudice of his elder brothers. Pepin,
king of Acquitaine, dying about this time,
the obtained a new grant, for a divifion of
that kingdom betwixt Charles and Lo-
thaire. The latter was thedefs chessifitd at
{fubmitting to thefe terms, as his hopes
were leflened fince his revolt; but it greatly
provoked the king of Bavaria, to whom
paternal authority was nothing, when put -
in competition with grandeur. He delayed
not to rekindle a civil war. The emperor
marched againft, and difperfed the rebels 3¢
but fatigue and chagrines together with the
fright, which was caufed by an eclipfe of
the fun, threw him into a languithing dif-
order, ot which he died, at the ag§ qu
fixty, after having named, Lothaire his'q
2 fucceflor |
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fucceflor to the empire. He was heard to
{ay, as he was dying : ¢ I forgive Lewis;
¢ but he knows he has been the caufe of
¢ my death.” ‘With an experienced valour 5
a natural beneficence; an uncommon fweet-
‘nefs . of temper, by which he deceived
himf{elf more than once; a capacity, fupe--
rior to what was generally feen in thofe
days, Lewis the Meek was impofed on
by the whole world ; his beft qualities be-
- came faulrs through excefs, and he had
not ftrength of mind fufficient to diftin-
- guih his own rights, thofe of the church,
the tiue duty of a Chriftian, and the man-
ner of uniting it with that of the monar-
chy, ¢ The apparent zeal of Chatle-
.¢ magne fot religion,” fays Mr. Henault,
Sfortified his Power; the wrong-turned
¢ dtviiien of Lewis the Meek degraded
his”  His misfortunes taught him, that
he thould have fet bounds to his atiach-
ment to his wife, tendernefs to his chil-
dren, kindnefs to his fubjecs, and even to
his piety. To exceed certain limits, is no
longer virtue, but extravagance or weak-
neis. ~ '
~The part whick the bithops-and clergy
a'&f& (in thoijc‘days.) .in the monarchy,
;;1‘:% !]rtar lefs furpnzmg, if we obferve,
%’.w: tiey were penerally men of great qua-
B pofleffed of vaft eltates, and many.

E ; : vaffals,
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vaffals, governing people, whofe minds
were full of the prejudices of a barbarous
age, living chiefly at court, of which
they contracted the manners ; too rich and
powerful to guard againft the weaknefs of
humanity, without extraordinary virtue..
A monk, called Alcuin, is reproached
with having above twenty thoufand flaves ;
and the emperor had made himfelf hateful
to the bifhops, by endeavouring to reform
their luxury. They wore rich ftuffs,
- {words, and belts, like military men, and
daggers, adorned with precious ftones,
which hung from girdles of gold.
~ Some few of exemplary manners; fuch
as Vala and Agobard, were the people
made ufe of to inftil falfe fentiments;,
which they taught as fundamental princi-
ples. The people looked on themfcives as
vindicating the facred rights of the church,
when they were invading thofe of the
crown.  An erroneous way of thinking in
matters of relicion draws after it an 1nfi-
nite train of confequences. Submiflion t0
royal authority is one of the firft duties of
Chriftianity ; but they were taught to be-
lieve, thatthe pontifical jurifdiction ought
to extend itfelf over the temporal power
of princes. Several people, led away by
this chimerical illufion, thought it leﬂif}
Gt it
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duty+o fupport it; and blind zeal became
a fource of conftant rebellion.

Among the ridiculous fuperfitious cuf-
toms of thefe times, the judiciary proofs
deferve particular notice. The emprefs
Judith, being taken from the convent
where fhe had been confined, to juftify her-
felf againft the crimes of which her ene-
mies accufed her, fwore fhe was innocent,
and offered (at the fame time) to fubmit to
the fiery trial : fuch was then the means of
wiping off {€andal. They began by oath ;
if the judges were not fatisfied by that,
they ordered it to be decided by combat ;
or there remained the trial of fire, and that
of water, The firft confifted in handling a

hot iron; which, being blefied, and care-
fully guarded, was afterwards put into the

“hand of the accufed perfon, which was wrap-
ped round with a fack ; and thac fack fealed.

At the end of three days, if the prifoner

remained unburnt, he was acquitted ; if

not, he was condemned as guilty. The

trial of water was moft common among the

people ; which was either to plunge the

hand into boiling water, without {calding
1t, or to {wim @ver a piece of water with
the feet and hands bound. Thefe trials

Were accompanied with the ceremony of

Pyels; and they firmly believed, that

: God
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God would work a_miracle, rather than
permit an injuftice.

Nunrbers of deeds, then looked on as
miraculous, and which would now be
‘known to be nothing more than lictle tricks
and artifices, confirmed this abfurd opi-
niop.  Juftice was then, in fome degree, a
perpetual injuftice ; - the guilty, generally
- more hardencd, as well as more dexterous,
than the inpocent, had almoft all the ad-
vantage on, their fide. Thefe trials, efta-
blithed from the beginning of monarchy,
were not abolithed tll the thirty-ninth
~century. © One fuch abufe in the laws,
things fo eflential to fociety, and fuited to
common fenfe; leaves no doubt of the
frightful evils which muft be produced
by fuperflition, joined to a ftupid igno-
rance. ‘ e |

Cruarves 11, frramed the BaLp.

TH REE fons, armed againft their fa-
ther, began to tear to pieces the vaft
empire of Charlemagne. Three brothers,
divided againft themfelves, put the finifh~
ing ftroke to it. Domeflic jars, and<h? .
facrificing to intereft the feelings of nature, §
: © -introduce

a
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introduce trouble and hate into private
families ; but among princes, they often
caufe  the defolation .and ruin of " the
fate. .

Charles the Bald, the fon of the emprefs
Judith, fo favoured under the late reign,
‘had afligned, for his thare, the kingdoms of
Nuftria and Acquitaine ; Lewis of Bavaria
poflefied Germany : both of them expofed
to the enterprizes of the ambitious Lo-
thaire, as unkind a brother; as he was an
unnatural forf. Refolved to invade their do-
minions, he began by intrigue, and very
foon employed force. The two kings
united againft the emperor; the bloody
battle of Fontenoy in Burgundy proved the
‘abftinacy of the parties. It is faid there

Were an hundred thoufand men killed.
«Lothaire, vanquithed in fight, found a
refource in policy. The Saxons, in the
time of Charlemagne, were not fincerely
converted ; for violence may make hypo-
crites, but not Chriftians. In order to at-
‘tach the remaining part of this nation to
himfelf, he offered them an entire liberty
of confcience : the chief part returned with
Joy to Paganifm, ,and entered in fhoals into
his army ; notwithftanding which, he was
6 more fortunate, but ftill fled before the
dnked Kings, who profited rightly by the
fconjunclure, and renewed the machina-
' % tions

{ 553
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tions which he had pra&ifed againft his
father. _

Having affembled feveral bifhops at Aix-
la-Chapelle, they defired them to declare
Lothaire unworthy of reigning; the pre-
lates, after having depofed by a word the
laft emperor, looked on themfelves as the
arbitrators of crowns; the decifion was
unaninous : they demanded of the two
princes, if .they would govern more wifely
than Lothaire ; which they found no diffi-
culty in promifing. ¢ Rec€ive then the
¢ kingdom, by the authority of God,’ faid
the bifhops, ¢ and govern according to his
¢ will. We exhort you, we command '
¢ you.’ l.othaire, who knew how to bend
to neceflity, at length fued for the peace,
which his brothers had vainly offered him.
They made a.new divifion: Acquitaine and -
Nuftria, or properly {peaking France,
remained with Charles the Bald; Lewis
had all Germany, from whence he received
the fimame of Germanick ; Lothaire, be-
fides Italy, Rome, and the title of Em-
peror, had Provence. Francke, Comte,
Lyonnois, and the country bounded be-
tween the Rhone, the Rhine, the Saons,
the Mealfe, and the Efcaut.

Civil wars deliver up a nation to the in-
fults of its enemies, and to the enterpsizes
of the feditious: the Acquitaines and they

S Britons
|



HISTORY OF FRANCE. o3

Britons often rebellious, the Saracens al-
ways greedy after conqueft,-the Normans
never failing to profit from them, that
favage people, whom even Charlemagne
could fcarcely keep within bounds, made
feveral incurfions into the heart of the
kingdom, burning, facking, and pillag-
ing the towns and villages; they only
fpared the children, in order to bring them
up as pirates : loaded with immenfe booty,
the departed to fell 1t on the borders, and
foon returned with new fury. Rouen and
Paris only efcaped them.  Charles the
" Bald gave them feven thoufand livres of
filver, on condition that they would leave
the kingdom ; and they fwore, by their
gods and their arms, never to enter it
again, except to defend it; but an oath
Was not ftrong enough to bind, when the
allirements of gain was put againft it.
The incurfions of the Normans increafed
daily. The Seine and thé Loire brought up
their fhips; no precaution, nofortified places
‘could preferve them from this deftructive
torrent, . It was at the price of four thou-
{and livres of filver, that a {hameful peace
Was purchafed, which was violated with
fqual fuccels, The F rench nation was the
ame as under Charlemagne ; the govern-
ene was very different 3 and that it is
B which
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which principally decides the profperity of
a ftate. : S
The three princes, reunited by a treaty,
employed themfelves in their true intereft,
In an aflembly held at Merfon, on the
Meafe, they agreed, that the children"
fhould inherit the crown of their fathers,
provided. they fhewed proper refpeft and
fubmiffion to their uncles. T his point had
- not yet been decided : when there was at |
any time feveral king$ in the monarchy, if
one of them happened to die, his children
did not always fucceed him; the nation
looked on his throne as vacant, and only
demanded that it might be-filled by a
prince of the royal houfe ; by which meand'
the ftrongeft had always carried it: thus
Charlemagne had prevented the children of
Carloman, his brother, from the right of -
fucceffion. The new rule, fo proper to
. prevent civil wars, took place for the' chil-
dren of Lothaire. 3 i
This emperor, the fcourge of his friends |
and his houfe, died in 857, under the habit
of a monk, which he had taken fome days
before ; hoping to gain falvaticn by this.
‘metamorphofe.  He had:partea his domi- |
nions between his three fons; Lewis had
the empire and Italy ; Lothaire the king- |
dom of Aufirafia, to which he gave his
name, Lotharinge or Lofrain: and Charles;sy
° Burgundy g
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Burgundy and Provence. Their uncles
* formed no oppofition- againft them ; but
this new divifion ftill weakened the mo-
narchy, which was already difmembered in
all parts. :
The treaty of Merfon had greatly
bounded the royal authority. It was there
agreed, that the vaffals of a king fhould
not be obliged to follow him,, except in
general wars, when it was to defend the
ftate from a foreign invafion. The defign of
this article, wWis to maintain the union be-
tween the three princes ; but they expofed
themfelves by it to the difobedience of
their vaffals. They alfo enacted, that every
"an fhould be free to chufe either the king
or a fubjett for his lord. A fatal regula-
tion by its confequences : the greateft part
father chofe to. depend immediately on a
nobleman, than on their fovereign ; and
fubjets acquiring (by that means) a crowd
of fubjeéts, became much more powerful
than their mafter; and the feudal govern-
- ment, as plainly appears, very foon ab-
forbed the fupreme power.
Charles the Bald was not more happ
O more prudent than Lewis the Meek,
the nobility and bithops had for a long

tine siven him {harp uneafinefs ; they mu-
tally ¢iiputed 2 power, which tended to
ouin his s the ag hotly demanded the
e N reftitution
¥ _ ;
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reftitution of the church lands; the former
were defirous of rifing above the bifhops,
~and preventing their being future arbitra-
tors of ftates ; more efpecially, to preferve
“from them the lands, which they pretended
were ncceffary to their fupport, and which
they held by the grant of the monarch. The
king, in the general affembly of Epernay, |
favoured the lords, (who were not a little §
forward in bringing it to bear) and rejected §
the bifhops ; who knew well how to make}
him repent it. L
The exceflive taxes, and vexations of al§f
kinds, joined to the rebellions of the Acquiyl
taines, and incurfions of the Normans, ren-f
dered the government fo odious, that al-f
moft a general confpiracy was formed -
dethrone Charles the Bald. They invitcag:
the king of Germany to come and takej
pofleflion of his brother’s crown. Thisi
wicked relation arrived with a numeroushy
army; and the archbifhop of Seins received,
him. In vain Hincmar of Rheines andf
other prelates oppofed this ufurpation ; the.,
cabal carried it. An affembly of bifhopsg.
the arch one of Sens at the head of “themgy
releafed the {ubjefts frem their dath of
fidelity, and gave France to the ufurps”
Charles, who was then engaged in Acqui
taine, returned immediately ; but his ®ne
mies debauched his troops, and rcduhc'c
: ir.
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“lhim to flight: happily for him, the king
of Germany had the imprudence to fend
back a part of his army. His brother
" took advantage of this overfight : he thew-
ed himfelf, and the enemy dlfappearefi
but an authonty once given up, is not
rafily recovered ; inftead of affuming the
tile of a mafter, the weak monarch, in a
manifefto pubhfhcd againft the archbifthop
of Sens, argues in this manner: ¢ This
prelate {ays he, ¢ fhould not have de-
| pofed me, swithout firft conferring with
" me, in the prefence of the bxfhops, by
.whom I had been anocinted king. I
thould, undoubtedly, have fubmxttcd to
l_ the judgment of thofe, whom I look on
£ s the thrones of God, and by whofe mif-
“Ffion he delivers his decrees; having al-
“£Srays been ready to yield to then deci-
ie;‘ fions, as I really do at this time.’
° Was this acknowledgment, Juftifying
?Sthe clergy, a means likely to xendcr hlm
’ dmaﬁer of the crown ¢ =
"1 The fuccefs of fo darmg an enterpnze, :
]?encouraged them to run fhll greater
*fengths, The bithops of France, afier
Dythis triumph over their fovereign, gained
_O_‘g'i his humble fifbmiffions, thou0ht them-
4,4 ves able o undertake any thmg againft
’ ;: *, the Germanick : accordingly,
vhe mbled in council at Mentz, they
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{ent to let him know, he was excommuni-
cated; and that he muft {fubmit to the
conditions they prefcribed, in order to be
abfolved ; as if their jurifdiétion could ex-|
tend over a king of Germany. Thus, by
degrees, they were preparing a fyftem of
unbounded authority ; the natural effeds|
of ambition, which, even in the moft holy|
ftate, endeavours to leap over all barriers,
if the laws are not ftrong enough to rq@rain;
them : fuch was then the ideas the bifhops®
had of epifcopal rights, thut while they!
acknowledged themfielves iubjects of thel
king, they yet thought themfelves difpcn(_%
ed from the oath of fidelity.. In an affem-|
bly of the provinces of Rouen and Rt;im%
they wrote in thefe terms to Lewis the
Germanick : ¢ We, being bifhops, cannot,|
< by the fecular power, be made vaffalsss
¢ or be forced to take an oath, contrary to
< the protection of the fcriptures and the.
< canons. It would be an ‘abomination o
< hands, anointed with the holy Chrifimy|
¢ to ferve to an oath; any more than the
< tongue of a bifthop, which, by the gracel
< of God, is the key of Heaven? The|
knowledge of fcience has banifhed theig
B A < S
‘vain errors; and fubmiffion to the clergy.
*is no more fufpicious, fince the -trtlc-fa§§§'§?
dotal rights are acknowledged ;-anc which, |
Fr AT in |
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in their own nature, are the firfl to con-~
demn the abufe of 1t. : :
But, to return : i
A daughter of Charles the Bald, the
-wife of a king of England, ran away with
~one Bauduin, a nobleman of the French
court ;5 the king afterwards confented to
“their marriage, and gave the earldom of,
Flanders to the ravither: this was an event
worthy of the preceding ones;’ but the
divorce of the king of Lorrain, or Auftra-
fia, roccaﬁo’ne‘d fhll more fingular and
more memorable fcenes. Lothaire put
away his wife, Teutberg, in order that he
might marry his miftrefs Valdrada. Teut-
berg, accufed of inceft, endeavoured to
Juftify herfelf by the trial of boiling water;
,and was very foon fo intimidated as to con-
fels the crime: on this involuntary so-
knowledgment, the bithops, 'to fulail the
intentions of their king, declared, that he
ought not to live any longer with the
queen: in a fecond affembly, they pro-
nounced it lawful for him to marty another
wife. :Themarriage of Lothaire and Val-
,dr:idaf;excite‘d the anger of pope Nicolas I.
a hierce, imperious, inflexible man. Ter

~

tifted by his menaces, the king of Lorrain

promiled ro fubmit to his judgment.
95 legates arrived at Metz, to judge

#a French monaich ; a thing never heard of

3
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till then. Money corrupted thefle legates;

and they approved of all' that had been
done ; but the pope excommunicated and
depofed him. An excommunication gave
up the dominions of Lothaire to his uncles,
the kings of France and Germany; who
were refolved not to lofe the advantage of
it, when he recalled Teutberg, and faade
a thew of quxmng Valdxada, but it was
not long ere the queen was obliged to fly,
and his_concubine remountgd the throne.
That which was moft aﬂ:omfhmor was,
that Lothaire defired Nicelas to pcrmxt him
to come to Rome, to juftify himfelf, and
was refufed, unlefs Valdrada Would be
there firft. Adrian II. more indulgent
than Nicolas, whofe death prevented frefh
ftorms, confented to hear this prince, and
received bim to communion ; after havmg
made him {wear, that ke had no commerce
with his miftrefs fince the laft vindication.
Lothaire efteemed himfelf happy, in hav-|
ing purchafed peace at the expence of a
falfe oath, He died the fame year, leav-
ing no legitimate children.

Charles the Bald made himfelf mafter of
the fuccefiion, and afterwards fhared it with
the king of Germany. By virtue of the,
treaty of Merfon, it feemed to haye been
the right of Lewis, -the brother di Lo-

thaire ; who was then at war. with the Sardt
cens, 7;
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rebelled, and implored the protetion of the
pope, who declared himfelf in his-favour;
and, in.a letter to Charles the Bald, treat-
ed him as an unnatural father, more cruel
than the moft ferocious beaft: he proceed-
ed to order him to behave with affection
towards Carloman, and to re-eftablith him
in commiflion ; for it was no longer exhor=
tations, but menacing commands, which
came from the court of Rome. This laft
ftep had no more weight than the preced--
ing ones. Soon after, Adrian thought proper
to change his tone, forefeeing that Charles
would be made emperor : to gain his good
graces, he wrote letters to him filled with |
praifes, and abandoned Carloman, who
had no one to protect him. They then
changed ¢heir friendthips, as it fuited their
intereft. : ~ :
- The fuccelfor'of Adrian, Joha VIII. be=
ing convinced, that Charles the Bald, of
all the princes of France, was the moft
capable of ferving him, favoured his pre-
tenfions to the empire, which was then
vacant; the emperor Lewis being dead
of a confumption, and having no male
children. As foon as the fiews of his deatl
~arrived, Charles pafled into Iraly, and was
crowned emperor; but the pope affected
to give him the empire by his own autho-
rity, ¢ ‘We have judged hime worthy ;)f
: ; < thed
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¢ the imperial fceptre,’ faid he; ¢ we haye
¢ raifed him to the dignity and power of
¢ empire ; and we have honoured him with
¢ the title of Auguft’ Till that time,
neither the confent, or the confecration of
popes were neceffary to the eleétion of em-
perors. - Fhis unhappy defire, of encroach-
ing on the rights of others, led themn into
the moft faral enterprizes, inftead of ren-
dering their authority more refpefted, by
the purity of;the religion they profefied.
Lewis, the Germanick, feemed refolved:
to difpute the empire with his brother, and-
died as he was preparing for it. He lefe
three fons, between whom he had fhared
his poffeflions. The emperor, defirous of
ufurping a part of this fucceflion, one of
< his nephews, after {fome ufelefs negocia--
tions, gave him battle, and put the French: -
army to flight, Thus we fee civil war fub--

* fitting for a length of time between near
relations, who became énemies through in--
tereft. Would they not have been more:
happy in living as friends, and being fatis-. .,
fied with their inheritance # Charles the-
Bald did not long furvive this difappoint--
ment, He died, %t is faid, of poifon, given.

, im by a Jew, who ‘was his phyfician..

his_prince; cunning, deceitful, wicked,.
hated by peaple of all ranks, was, never-
thelefs, fond of letters ;- and {cholars, who:
- s e ; were:
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Succeffors to CHARLES the BALD, 2o the con-
clufion of the [econd line. -

S our defign in this hiftory, is only to
remark the moft interefting events, a
fingle article is fufficient to comprize the
conclufion of this line. The houfe of
Charlemagnefell (inFranceefpecially) pretty
much into the fame ftate of that of Clovis,.
under the laft Merovingians, All was con-
tufion and diforder ;- the lords of the ma-
nor, in fome degree, abforbed even roy-
alty. The titles of duke, earl, and mar-
quis, had originally meant nothing more
than officers afligned by the king to the
_command of provinces; but they might
- now properly be called abfolute mafters of
provinces. Thefe noblemen took advan-
‘tage of the weaknefs of government, to:
make private properties of the dukedoms,.
carldoms, and marquifates; which very
foon became eftates, almoft independent
of monarchy. The bithops feized in the
fame manner on the epifcopal cities, and
their territories, smore inclined'to harmony
and fubordination. The members tore the
body, 10 detachicg themfelves from: the
the Chief, Let us run rapidly over the
Ieatt memorable reigns. el
R E s Lewis
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himfelf, at the fame time, to a daughter of.
the emperor, Lewis the Second, had, for a .
long time, afpired to a crown. He gained ,
the bifhops, whom he faw capable of dif- -
membering -the monarchy. The facred:
council of Mantua, in the territory of Vi-
enna, affembled in the name of our Lord,.
and by the inipiration of his divine: Ma-
Jefty, with the nobility of the country -
(thefe are the terms of. a letter of that
council) elects and: crowns him king of.
Provence. 'Thus the laws of the ftate were -
violated with impunity, and the blood of.
Charlemagne robbed of: its. inconteftable
rights.  'We may judge from the councili
being compofed of twenty-three bithops,,
that the kingdom of Arles ‘comprized Pro-
vence,. Dauphiny, Lyons, the Franche-
<ounty, &c.. The two kings made war on:
the' ufurper; mean while their difmem-
bered ftates were expofed to the ravages of.’
the Normans.. Their reign was as fhort as-
it was unhappy; a diftemper carried off:
Lewis: Carloman perifhed ; wounded by a-
wild boar, which he was hunting, . or by

“one of his people, who was ftriking: at the
boar. It is fal, that Carloman, to pre--,
ferve the man from punifhment,  declared, .
it was the animal which wounded him,
This firoke of generafity was buried in the
-midft of ci'mes and public calamities.

: E-6 There:
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There remained now to fill the throne,
only an infant of five years old, named
. Charles, and fon to Lewis the Stutterer;
but France wanted a king, able to defend
her againit the Normans, and offered the
ccown to Charles the Big, fon of Lewis
the Germanick, when the ftates, being
reunited under one head, would become
- the more powerful. = He was overwhelmed
with the burden, and could not fupport
the dignity of a king. 'The Normans had
made a treaty of peace with Lewis the
Stutterer ; but under pretence, that it was
not binding with his predecefiors, they en-
deavoured to make Charles purchafe it,
at the fame price which had been paid be-
fore. As treachery is generally the re-
fource of the weak, it was employed to
defeat .Godfrey, one of thefe barbarous
kings; the French invited him to a confe-
rence, where a nobleman purpofely pro-
voked him with injurious words; Godfrey
anfwered this infolence with a haughty dif-
dain, and immediately the nobleman killed
him with a ftroke of his fabre. :
This affaflination gave the Normans a
- pretence to commit frefh ravages ; they be-
fieged Paris, which was then reduced to
what is now commonly called the citys;
all the ancient machines of war, baiufts,
battering-rams, fire-fhips, werg; by turns,
) employed'

-

1
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employed in this memorable fiege, equally
courageous and obftinate on both fides.
Eudes, earl of Paris, whom we thall foon
fee on the throne, defended the town, in
quality of grand captain: bithop Goflin
feconded him, with his exhortations and
valour. The abbe Eble, his nephew, a
diftinguithed . chevalier, (nothing having
been more common for a long time, than
to fee abbeys in the hands of laymen) figna-
lized himfelf, by prodigies of bravery.

- After two years fiege, Charles the Big
came to their fuccour. The fight of the
Normans intimidated him ; inftead of at-
tacking them, he afked for peace, and ob-
tained it at the expence of an immenfe fum,
Loaded with contempt, dethroned by the

, Germans, reduced to mifery,’ depending
on their bounty for the means of life; he
died of grief, unfortunate in having been
born to a rank fo much above his merit.
In his youth he had rebelled againft his fa- -
ther. The bifhops, to inftil into him a
horror for that crime, made him believe
he was poffefled with the devil; he defired
o be exorcifed, to which they confented : .
from. the time of this ceremony, the fear
of the devil had always troubled his imagi-
nation, and he had fallen into extreme
Mehascholy and weaknefs ; we may remark
e continued
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continued inftances of the moft fcandalous
1gnorance. B L
The defender-of Paris, Eudes, fon to
Robert the Strong, duke ‘of France, (who
was killed in defence of his country) was
proclaimed king, by the united voices of
the lords and bifhops. He had the pru--
dence to declare, that being tutor to the
young Charles, fon of Lewis the Stutterer,.
he accepted the crown, only to preferve it
for him. Neverthelefs, a faGion was very.
foon formed in favour of that prince, whom
the archbifhop of Reims crowned.  Eudes,
after having vanquifhed his enemies, had it
in his power to enfure to himfelf the whole
monarchy. - The incurfions of the Nor-
mans, the deplorable fituation of affairs,
perhaps. alfo, his own moderate {entiments, v
determined him to terms of accommoda-
tion: he kept the country between the
Seine and the Pyranees, and yielded the
reft to Charles, acknowledging himfelf at
the fame time for his vaffal : he died foroe
time after, without having been able, by
his great qualities, to remedy the evils of
France. 2
Charles, too worthy of the firname of
Simple, wanted not courage, but he had
neither prudence nor genius; a cbfmae Oﬁ
government then might be expected. This
reign is famous, for fixing’ the eﬂabheiil;f-;
2 ment
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ment of the Normans in- the kingdom.
The duke of Rollon, one of their princes,
was worthy of founding a ftate ; twice vic-
tor in England, he now attacked France,
took Rouen, and fortified it; extending his
conquefts, he became fo powerful, that
Charles the Simple fent to offer him his
daughter, with the country which is fince
called Normandy. He only demanded that
Rollon fhould embrace Chriftianity. The
Normans were not difficult with regard to
religion ; intereft was their ruling prin-
cple. Rollon infifted on the addition of
Britanny, and it was yielded to him: this
 treaty concluded, he went to pay his firft
" homage to the king, lefs like a vaffal than
a victor. When he was told to throw him-
<felf on his knees, and to kifs the monarch’s
feet, (a cuftom made ufe of on fuch occa-
fions) the haughty Norman refufed to fub-
mit to it. One of his officers, whowas order-
ed to do it for him, raifed the king’s fees fo
$igh, that it had like to have thrown him
Bickwards ;  whether this was owing to
_aukwardnefs or infolence, the Frenchman
Wwas obliged to pafs it over with a laugh,
being too feeble to revenge it as an infult.
Rolion, matter of 1o fine a country, took
on him{clf to become a Legiflator. He
mlght Ju&ly_ be efleemed a great man,
jfmte he delizoyed the trade ‘of robbery,
! 7 and

|
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and abolifhed from among the Normans,
the cuftom of living only by pillage.

The race of Charlemagne was almoft
annihilated ; five or fix fovereigns, moft
of them ufurpers, fhared his vaft empire:
at length the imperial crown went out of
the houfe of France. After the death of
Lewis IV. the Germans difpofed of the roy-
alty in the following manner: Conrad,
duke of Franconia, was made emperor,
and Charles the Simple eicher forgot his:
birthright, or did not dare affert it. Inca-
pable of reigning for himfelf, he took a
minifter, or rather a mafter, who governed |
under his name ; this was Haganon, a man
of an obfcure original, but wife and coura-
geous. . The king never quitted him; the
nobility could no longer pay their court to_
the king; whenever they waited on him:
for that purpofe, they were inceffantly
told, the monarch was engaged with his.
minifter. This anfwer, {everal days re-
peated, offended the duke of Saxony, who
was fome little time in France., ¢ One of
¢ thefe two things will happen,” fays he,
¢ either Haganon will be very foon king
4 with Charles, or Chérles will be very
¢ {fopn a private gentleman like Haganon:
And as {oon as he was gone, the predi¢tio
was verified. - The noblemen, 1iitate
againft the minifter, rebeiied again
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Charles. Robert, brother to the late king.
Eudes, raifed the rebellion, and was crown-
ed. The rebel was killed by the hand of
the king in battle; but Hugh, his grand-
fon, revenged his death: the monarch
vanquithed, fled for refuge to a noble-
man’s houfe, who retained him as a pri-
foner.  Hugh, refufing the crown, his-
brother-in-law, Raoul, or Rodolphus, duke
of Burgundy, accepted it; and, to attach
the court to chis intereft, yielded to them
fome of his new dominions. His whole
reign was filled with feditions and rebel-
lions. The Normans continued their in-
curfions. - Lorrain gave itfelf to the king
‘of Germany; who formed a defign of re-
eftablithing Charles the Simple, but it
proved abortive. This prince died in prifon.
Rodolphus furvived him only a few years.
His exploits did not change the face of af- -
fairs in the kingdom. .

Hugh the Great, count of Paris, duke
§ of France and Butgundy, of confequence
§ lufficient to have taken the crown himfelf,
preferved it for Lewis, the fon of Charles
the Simple, firnamed Ultra Marine; be-
Jcaufe his mother ‘carried him into Eng-
i land, during the time of the troubles. This
| Cbligation to Hugh, obliged the young
1§08 o put himfelf in fome meafure under
S tution; Lat he grew in a fhort time
defirous
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reunite the nobfemen, and had regained'a
part of his authority over them ; he form-
ed, perhaps, greater defigns, when death
prevented him, at the approach of his forty-
fifth year. ; '
Lewis, his fon, fucceeded him, and died
in a year. ‘This was the laft king of the
houfe of Charlemagne : they have firnamed
him the Idle; for in a reign fo fhort there
was no time to be bufy. Thus the Car-
liens and the Merovingians fell from a|
throne, which their vices, their incapacity,
- and their weaknefs had rendered unftable. |
‘A third race mounted it, and feated them-
felves firmly, in {pite of the moft violent
commotions ; and has remained in it for
near eight hundred years. :

- One of the chief objeés in hiftory, is to
obferve the revolutions in the manners and
government of the people. This nation

“was no longer like itfelf; it had been free |
under the firft kings, having no other lord
than the monarch himfelf: flavery infenfi-
bly eftablithed itfelf, and became almoft
‘univerfal : feveral things contributed’ to |
make it fo; among others, the right of re-
-ducing to fervitude, rtbels and infolvent
debtors ; the voluntary fale or gift, which
‘they made of themfelves to churches an
lords, either from devotion, eithers |
ment of debts, or elfe to progare the _:au;
(0)

|
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" and difpofe of crowns. From fuch ftrange
diforders muft be produced a long chain
of misfortunes, before authority and reafon
could replace every one in his proper
ftation, and form a government worthy
of human nature. ‘

The third race. Hucn CAPET.

' THE fame caufes in the moral, as well
as in the phyfical world, produce the
fame effects. ~‘That which had raifed Pepin
to the throne of the defcendants of Clovis,
put Hugh Capet in the place of the
defcendants of Pepin. We have feen un-
“der the laft kings of this race, authority
vanifh, the fame as under the titular
kings: an inevitable revolution from re-
mote caufes muft, necefarily, put the {cep-
tre into the moft powerful hands. Hugh
Capet, fon of Hugh the Great, grandfon of
“Robert, who was anointed king, grand ne-
phew of king Eudes, and great-grandfon
»of thefamous Robart the Strong, was not lefs
WlsRricus on the fide of his anceftors than
Pepin ; he was alfo as ambitious, as brave,
s politic, and employed almoft the fame
_Means to-ortain the fame end; he had
' G much
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much affability and fweetnels, towards the
world in general; much refpect towards

- the clergy, and monks in particular; on

whom he beftowed large eftates and bene-

fices, giving them back firft thofe which

he en_;oyed ; a great deal of exterior piety
and religion; even fo much as to carry on

his ﬂlouldels the fhrine of St. Riquier, who

was much revered in thofe times. For a

long time he had thus beaten his path to
the throne. Charles, duke of the Lower

Lorrain, had the moft legititnate right, in

quality of brother to Lothmre, and uncle
to the late king. They pleaded againft

him the homage he had paid to the em-

peror for Lorram; they painted him as

an infamous man, as a deferter; in fing,

partly by infinuation, partly by force,

Hugh Capet caufed himfelf to be anoint-»
ed, “and crowned at Reims without any
obﬁacle ; and at length fixed the crown

in his houfe, by afforxatma his fon Robert

with himfelf, who was anointed the ye ‘ar

following.

One may judge from this account of ¢
independence which the lords affected.
The count of Perigord, beficged the city
of Tours. Hugh and Robert fent him or-
ders to retire; on his refufal, they fent to
him in the name of the two kmcrs, to afk,
who had made him a count? pi umch tig

o oni)-

1
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 only anfwer he made, was a repetition of
the queflion, Who has made you kings.
- Neverthelefs, the duke of ILorrain, to
maintain his birth right, invaded his king-
.dom, and overrun Laon. Arnold, his
nephew, had received from Hugh Capet,
the archbifhopric of Reims. This favour
was repaid by ingratitude. Arnold deli-
vered the city to the duke; but this prince.
loft Laon by alike treafon. The bithop of
Laon, his favgurite, procured the king the
means of furprizing him. The duke was
made prifoner, and died two years after.
Hugh, having no longer a competitor to
fear, and fearing lictle from his fubjects,
whom he left to fight with each other;
looking on it as an affair of importance,
that the archbifhop of Reims, who had de-
“ceived him, fhould be depofed; he affens-
bled a council. Some bithops were for
fending to Rome for judgment; but the
bithop of Orleans maintained, that a pre-
I#2%ught to be judged on the ipot, ac-
¢ording to the ancient cuffom of the
hitrch, and exerted himfelf againft the
pretenfions of the court of Rome, ¢ If
“‘the ‘popes,” faid he, ¢ are refpectable
¢ for their virtue and learning, we have
¢ Little reafon 1o fear them, and we.
¥ f".aVGfﬂi!'_Llefs, if they differ from us
“Jrrough ignorance or ‘paffion.  Arnold
3 R

5
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was depofed. Gerbert fucceeded him;
whom the people accufed of magic, from
his knowledge of the mathematics. * Pope
John XV. abrogated every thing that had
been done by this council. ' His legate af-
fembled another at Reims, where Gerbert
was depofed, and the traitor Arnold ac-
knowledged as lawful archbithop, and re-
leafed from prifon. Gerbert quitted France,
and took refuge with the emperor, who
raifed him to the higheft dignities; an ex-
ample too rare to be any caufe for hope
 to perfecuted merit. T

Hugh Capet died at Paris, which had

~ ceafed to be the feat of kings for more
than two hundred years. This was an
age of the deepeft ignorance, and, of con-
_fequence, the greateft diforders in the
church and ftate. - There was fcarcely any”

~ perfon who could read or write. Poffef-
fions being feldom held otherwife than by
cuftom, want of titles, and marriages ge-
nerally made without confideration, quar-
rels, ufurpations, pretences of divorce, mul-
 tiplied ‘themfelves infinitely.  The clerks,
or ecclefiaftics, being the only people pof-
fefled of any tincture ‘of knowledge, 1t
was neceffary that all affairs fhould pafs
through their hands. From this unlimit- |
ed truft, which fome abufed throvgh pre-
judice, and others through Jateiell; they
could,

i
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thorized the marriage; but pope G’T‘-?g%ry

V. was willing to catch hold of the oppor-

tanity of difturbing the repofe of thg king-
doin, in the only affair which could raife a
- clamour. - He decreed, in a council of Ita-
lian bifhops, that the king fhould imme-
diately quit his wife, and that they fhould ©
both do penance for feven years ; likewife,
that the archbifhop who married them,
and all the bifthops who confented to the
wedding, fhould be denied the facrament,
until they, in perfon, gave fatisfaction to
the fovereign pontiff.. A decree fo injurious, |
{o contrary to ancient diicipline, fo likely to

make the bifhops and the nation' rebel,
produced the ftrangeft effects. Robert re=
fufing to obey, the greateft part of his
bifhops excommunicated him, and went to
throw themfelves at the pope’s feet; his |
nobles broke off all commerce with hims
it was with difficulty he retained any of
his domeftics ; fuch as he did, were ftruck |
with terror, .and threw what came from his
table into the fire; as if the touch of an
excommunicated perfon  was infectious.
We are at this time of day fully convinced,’
that excommunication is & {piritual punifh-

ment, and ought to have no civil effects; -
efpecially with refpet to princes, and

other depofitaries of authority. hey |
then thought otherwife. A »agnders

ﬁ'{w
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‘were condemned to the fire; and, 5F a
time, fanaticifm appeared to be extinguith-
ed by the torments, which, in fegality, i
increafed: its violence. The King and
queen were prefent at the burning of thefe
unhappy wretches. It was a {pectacle, as
fhocking to the religion they profefled, as
it was unworthy of the royal majefty ; but
the manners of thofe times taught nothing
but barbarity. The emperor, Henry, dy-
ing without iffue, through afingular de-
votion, which had engaged him in a vow
of virginity, in concert with the holy
Cunigunde, his wife, the Italians, tired
of the German dominion, offered the king-
dom of Italy, together with the imperial
crown, to Robert. He had the prudence
to refufe them: the effential point being,
to fix himfelf firm in the ftate which he
pofiefied, rather than expofe it, for the fake
of aggrandizing himfelf, to the dangers of
a ruinous war, and the caprice of an in-
conftant people. After having taken, as
partner in the crown, (by the advice of his
fecond wife, Conftance) Hugh, their elder
fon, who died in the flower of his age, he
was defirous of putting Elenry; the elder
of his remaining children, in his place.
Conftance was not fond of Henry; this
haughty and ambitious princefs e
every kind of artifice to engagC L0 &
; preter
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fhrines, from which they ha@f&éﬁ%
caution to take out the relicks; imagining
they efcaped perjury, by not fwcar%gon
therelicks. Helgaud, a monk, who wrote
his life, relates an anecdote of him, which
does much honour to his charity, butlit-
~ tle to his prudence : ¢ Some fharpers once
¢ followed him into his apartment, un-
¢ der pretence of afking alms; one of
* them, after having cut off one half
¢ of a gold fringe, Was ¢ndeavouring
¢ to {eize on the other.’” ¢ Do you go,’
faid the good king, ¢ you have had
¢ enough; the remainder will ferve for
¢ your comrades.” When the queen had
afflumed the government of his houfe, he
was careful to conceal from her his good
deeds. ¢ Take care that Conftance does
¢ not know it,” faid he, whenever he re-
warded his domeftics. Something mira-
~eulous is attributed to him ; they pretend
that he was the firlt king of France, who
had the gift of curing the evil. The greateft
praife that can be given him, is contained
in thefe words: ¢ He was king of his paf-
< fions, as well as of his people.’ What
has been faid, is fufficieft to convince Us,
that knowledge is neceflary to direct virtue.

e
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turn from this pilgrimage in Waﬂ'
faved Salerna, when the Sfracens wele on
the point of overrunning it. Othgr Nor-
mans, more efpecially the fon of Tancred
of Hauteville, animated by this exploit,
threw himfelf on Italy, and founded the
kingdom of Naples and Sicily. Such in-
roads became very interefting for Nor-
mandy ; befides that it is often a fuffi-
_cient reafon for eftablifhing an extraordi-
nary cuftom, that it has been begun. The
nobility, neverthelefs, exert€d themfelves
to diffuade Robert the Devil from {fo dan-
serous an enterprize. He had only one
-natural fon, firnamed at firft the Baftard,
_ and afterwards the Conqueror. He de-
clared him his fuccefor, affuring him of
the protection of the king ; he then made
his journey to Jerufalem, and died on his
return home. Henry made no fcruple of
attacking the young William, and, de-
claring himfelf for a rebel, armed againft
him. The French were thrice beaten, and
the Norman prince fixed in his dominions;
‘of which we fhall fee how worthy he
roved.

The bad health of thedking required the
precaution of crowning his eldeft fon
Philip : having affembled the bifhops, the
abbots, and the nobles, he defire thel_rf
to acknowledge, as his fu

l :

R
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ewf feven years old, and to take the
ity to hifn ; to which they all
joyttily confented. As the affembly was
held at Reims, the archbifhop of that city
took advantage of this occafion to ftrength-
“en his puvﬂeges He endeavoured (in a-
long difcourfe) to prove, that the right of
anomnting the kings of France, belonged
to his fee, by the decree of pope Hor-
mifdas, in the time -of Clovisy a chimeri-
cal decree, according to the remark of the
abby Velly,” fince it is certain, that the
ceremony of anointing was unknown dur-
ing the firft line. In thus tracing things
-to their fource, we find that the greatef’c
part of what are called prerogatives, are
founded rather on ancient cuftom, than on
ancient title. Henry died a few years af-
ter the coronation. He had married for his
fecond wife, the daughter of the king of
Ruffia. The fear of ecclefiaftical quarrels,
determined him (with reafon) to feek fo
diftant an alliance ; as it was forbidden to
marry a relation, as far as the feventh de-
gree; which made an infinite number of
impediments to marriage, .and often ren-
dered thofe encr;?aemcnts fooneft broken,
which ought to be moft durable.

Under this” reign was eftablithed, what
1s co only Called the truce of our Lord

N as \aFrance was full of caﬂles,
,\ﬁ"" 1 where

; ’
l"-.f'









136 ELEMENTS OF THE

or fuppofed difpofitions of. the® Py
He engaged in the conqueft of Englind.
an enterprize in which many othgrs had
failed. The ambitious duke gained his'
end ; he there eftablithed his dominion by
arms, and afterwards confirmed it by law.
The utle of Legiflator, (which he merit-
ed) inftead of the original one of Baftard,
would have done him more honour, than:
that of Conqueror. |

Gregory VII. (whofe policy we fhall un-
ravel) loads him with praifes. He was de-
firous of engaging him to take the oath of
fidelity, doubtlefs that he might receive
the tax of a penny from every houfe, called
Peter’s pence ; which the Englifh had for-
merly impofed on themfelves, in favour
of the popes. William replied to the
fummons of the legates, That he would_
willingly confent to the tax, but not to the
oath; and inftead of the homage, which
was demanded of him, he forbad his fubjeéts
the going to Rome, The king of France
did not intermeddle with his conquefts|
but ten years afterwards fupported the
revolt of a fon of William, to whom that
conqueror had given Normandy. This
fon had demanded of his father, to put
him in poffeffion of Provence; to which
he replied in thefe words: ¢ It is-sot my,
¢ cuftom to undrefs myfelf, ti :
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of depofing them; and Mvmgthc 1

people from the oath of fidelity,
given to an unworthy prince. He pre- |
tended that the Empire, Spain, England, -
Poland Ruffia, &c. were held under the
Roman pontiff, and owed homage to,
him. He had already ‘extremely agoran-
dized the dominions of the haly fee, by
the donation which the Countefs Matilda,
his penitent, had made to its ftate. The
emperor, Henry IV. maintained the cuftom
of giving pofieflion of benefices by the.
crofs and ring; a ceremony by which they
never pretended to confer any {piritual |
~power. ¢ Of what confequence, fays l
(very judicioufly) Ives of Chartres, a cele-
brated bithop of thofe times, © is it, that*
¢ this conceflion of benefices is made by a
¢ fipn of the hand, a motion of the head >
¢ by fpeech, or by a crofs; fince kings al-
¢ low, that it is not in their power to be-
¢ ftow any thing fpiritual, but only to con- -
¢ fent to the ele@ion, or to agree to the
¢ gift of thofe lands which the churches
¢ hold from their liberality ?* It was, hOW-{:
ever, faid, that this manner of invefting, |
brought religion into contempt and to de- |
ftroy this {candal, it was ncceﬁ‘ary to fcﬁ
Europe in a blaze, 3
Falfe notions often give bir,drto the-n
greateft mlsfortuncs Gregory Vil 1v ; ~

=3
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void. He proved, (by fall.geficalogics)
that he wag3 related toyBc'RRa; andédz.
that a pretence for putting her away. Bet,
trade, wife to the earl of Anjou, having
infpired him with love, he took her by
force from her hufband, and folemnly
married her., This {candalous marriage
excited the complaints of feveral bithops,
and efpecially Ives of Chartres; ‘a man in-
acceflible to the feductions of the court.
Urban II. fuccefior to Gregqry VIL affem-
bled a council at Autun, where the king
was excommunicated. The pope, at the
{fame time,' came to France, to hold at
Clermont the famous council which gave
birth to the holy wars. (This laft fubjeét
we {hall treat ‘of particularly,) Frefh ex-
éommimf'c_ations:;é)ok place, not only,
againft Philip, but againft thofe who dared
to give him the title of king, or lord, or/
{peak to 1im, unlefs it was to convert him.
The narion feemed ready to rebel. Philip,
fearing a revolution, promifed to feparate
from Bertrade: he was fcarcely abfolved
from cenfure, before he recalled, and had
her crowned by two bifhops. = The death.
of Bertha, the proteftations of Bertrade,
who infifted on her marriage with the carl“;
of ‘Anjou being null and void, the fame
acknowledgment from the coug;,,l}lmfslﬂé
feemed to allay thofe ftorms, Whl?u:
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equally fagal to the fovereign and the ftate,
' B(Lhd}mre ﬁ}'ﬁlﬁom of Gregory VII. de-
{cended to his fucceflors. © Pafcal II. fent
his legates to France, who convoked a
“council at Poitiers. The duke of Acqui-
"taine there declared, that he would never
fuffer his king to be excommunicated in
his prefence. Seeing that all he faid had
no effeét, his indignation was raifed ; fome
bithops, feveral lords, and an enraged
multitude, joined his caufe. The legates
were immoveable. They pronounced the
fentence of excommunication. = The tu-
mult redoubled in the affembly. A ftone
thrown at one of the legates, broke the
head of an ecclefiaftic. The council-hall
“became a field of battle; but the fentence
had paffed, and the evil was without re-
medy. ER

The king,” in this perilous fituation,
prudently took his fon Lewis (who was
then near twenty years old) into a fhare of
the government. This was a prince of
uncommon merit; he reprefled the mu- .
tinous, and cruthed rebellion. His autho-
rity, and his victories, excited the hatred
‘of Bertrade : fhe tiad two fons by Philip,
whom fhe was willing to raife to the throne.
“ Perfidy and poifon were employed to de-
feat Lewis. A phyfician faved him from -
wihe fury™of his flepmother. His death
gt : ' would

3

&
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' an enterprize of the like kind.. His defign
' was to goinperfan to recover the HolyLand,
- but ihe affairs of Europe diverted him
from this great proje&t the glory of which
- was referved for a fimple hermit of Pi-
cardy. The Turks, deftroyers of the em-
| pire of the Califs, at that time poffeffed
- Paleftine. Though enemies to -the Chri-
ftians, they tolerated their pilgrimages,
| (on account of the profit which they drew
| from them) without interfering with their
Gfreligionpr their perfons.
| Peter the Hermit, on his return from Je-
| rufalem, fo.eloquently painted the profa-
| nation of places, once the habitation of the
| Saviour of Mankind, and the feverities to
which the pilgrims were expofed, of which
he had himfelf felt the weight, that Urban
»II. moved therewith, thought proper to
put all Europe in motion. He fent envoys
into the courts and cities, to excite the
zeal of the princes and peaple. “The ar-
dent miflionary fucceeded to a miracle; his
enthufialm had a lively effe&t on minds,
whofe warmth made them not capable of
much reflection. They talked of n'othing
but marching for Paleftine, that they might
revenge the Chriftians, and deliver the
boly fepulchre from the tyranny of the in-
| fidels. The pope feized an occafion fo
favourable. He convoked the council of
e : - Clermont, -
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Clermont, where the concourﬁ:)vas prodi-
gious. He made a pub¥tMarangue, in
which he deplored the miferies of Jerufa-
lem. He made it appear how defirable a
war was, ¢ which interefts,” fays he, ¢ the
¢ glory of God, and which cannot fail of
¢ drawing down a blefling on it.> ¢ God
¢ willsit! God wills it!” refounded threugh
the affembly. This was the cry of the
- Warriors of the Crofs ; which was the name
that was given to thofe who enlifted them-
felves in the fervice of the Hdly Land ; be-
caufe they carried a crofs of red ftuff on
their habits.  Princes, bithops, lords,
monks, women, children, old men, all
put on this fignet; fome to efcape from
their creditors, (for it was forbidden to
purfue thofe who wore the badge of the
crofs, on any pretence whatever) others in
the hope of making their fortune, or to
fignalize themfelves by their exploits;
feveral in order to be difcharged from
any other penance ; (a full indulgence be- |
ing allowed to thofe who embarked in the
caufe of the crofs) in fine, the greateft
part were influenced by motives of devo- -
tion, joined to a tafte fer novelty, and the
dazzling fplendor of this enterprize. It
agreed fingularly well with the genius of |
the nation. The French, lively, warlike,
and unquiet, were impatient of repofe. Ap
appeanance
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appearance of heroifm tranfported them :
religion, eitherswell or ill underftood, in-

creafed their impetuofity and ardour. They

went fo far as to fend a diftaff and fpindle

to thofe who refufed to engage in the war

of the crofs.

In an age lefs fuperftitious, we fhould

think thefe long pilgrimages were fubject
to infinite abufe; we fhould imagine, that
true devotion could never make us aban-
don the duties of a prince, bithop, father,
or citizen; could never make us think,
that bloody wars could be pleafing to a
God of peace, or that we ever fhould en-
gage in them, but through neceflity ; we
thould think, that if the tomb of Jefus
Chrift was profaned by the Turks, it was
effential for the Chriftians to honour him by
the fanctity of their manners ; or at leaft to
take prudent meafures, and not to belicve
that a banditi, without chief, and without
dicipline, could be invincible, only by
wearing a red crofs on the thoulder. But
enthufiafm is little capable of reafoning.
Europe was difpeopled, and innumerable
troops of Crufades took different: roads s
fourfcore thoufand having Peter the ifler
mit for their general. . Thefe military de-
votees pillaged and murdered the Chriftians
in.their pafiage, and maffacred like other

robbers, - Thofe who arrived in Greece,

2 H ‘ filled

S
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filled the emperor with ‘iuﬁ alarms. Ar~
mies, more worthy of “that name, con-
duéted by nobles, joined them on the bor-
ders of Conftantinople. Their expedi-
tions appearing of no confequence to out
hiftory, it is fufficient to fay, that Jeru-|
falem was carried by affaulc; of which the
famous Godfrey of Boulogne was made fo-|
vereigns and that of feven or eight hundred
thoufand men, who left Europe, there re-
mained only twenty thoufapd effective men
when the place was befieged. No monarch
engaged in this firft crufade. They only
permitted their vaffals and fubjeéts to go
with the ftream.. Hugh, brother to the king
of France, Raimond, the old count of Tou-
loufe, Robert, duke of Normandy, God-
frey, of Boulogne, duke of the Lower
Lorrain, Stephen, Earl of Chartres, weré
the principal chiefs. Philip, who was con-
temptible through his vices, perhaps ap-
peared {till more fo for not taking the crofs.
It was, however, good policy. He remained
tranquil in his kingdom. After an inglo-
rious reign of more than forty-eight years,
he died, it is faid, under the habit of a
monk; a kind of devotion too common in
thofe times, which coft nothing more
than change of drefs. It is owing to this

‘cuftom, that the monks reckon in their|
‘ calendars
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calendars fo many princes, lords, and illuf-
trious ladies. 2

The holy wars (the motive of which de-
ferves refpe&, and the abufe of which can-
not be too much lamented) anfwered, at
leaft, one end; that of re-eftablithing the
royal authority : the nobility, in order to
enable themfelves to take thele long jour-
nies, fold large eftates; which, by that
means, were reunited to the crown. They
afcribe to this time; the invention of he-
raldry. It was neceffary, in this crowd, to
diftinguifh the banners of the noblemen
from thofe of their vaffals; and as they
were all covered with iron, they could only
be known by fome emblem, which every
one put on his arms: they preferved thefe
fymbols, as marks of honour, by which
they were diftinguithed at their tourna-
ments, and the mode was generally efta-
. blithed. We fhould here take notice of
a confiderable change in the manner of .
making war. Cavalry, almoft unknown
under the firlt line, was become the ‘prin-
cipal ftrength of an army; it was that
which brought in ufe helmets, cuiraffes,
cafes for the arms, and all that heavy ar-
mour, with which the horfe and rider were
loaded, and the inconvenience of which was
felt more than once. e '
e s )
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Lrwis VI Jfirnamed the Bic.

THE holy war, exercifing the courage
and ambition of the nobility, had
given many years repofe to the late king.
His dominions were a lictle increafed. Ne-
verthelefs, they were {till much bounded ;
and when Lewis began to reign alone, he
faw himfelf environed by a mulutude of
enemies, his fubjects, who, for the greateft
part, pofiefled only one or two places, were
yet capable of rendering themfelves for-
- midable, either by their union, or the fitu-
ation of their caftles. The caftle of Pui-
fet, between Orleans and Eftampes, coft
many years war to fubdue. Lewis the Big
had, at length, the good fortune to re-"
duce thefe little feudatories to obediences
but the French nation was deftined to be
at variance with the Englith for feveral
ages. Now began thofe fatal wars, of
-which we fhall fee the end wnder'Charles
VIL :
During the time that Robert, duke of
Normandy, was engagéd in war at Palef-
tine, Henry, his younger brother, feized
on the kingdom of England, after the death
of their father, in 1100. Robert, at his

return, preparcd to fubdue the uﬁwp;r;*
: . ut
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- but was at the fame time attacked in Nor-
~mandy, conquered, taken, and thut in 2
prifon; where he died a victim to his in-
difcreet zeal for the Crufade. Lewis the
Big, governing then under Philip, had
urged Henry to the conqueft of Norman-
dy s which he ought rather ftrongly to have
oppofed, as his father prudently advifed.
He had reafon foon to repent the defire
of giving himfelf fo powerful a neighbour.
 The fortrefs of Gifors, fitvated on the
frontier of the two ftates, was the firft oc--
cafion of their rupture. Henry, having
feized it, though it was fequeftered, the
king of France fent him a challenge; he
replied, He had no occafion to fight for
a fort, which was already in his poff¢fiion.
Inftead of fingle combat, it produced a
pitched battle; and the Englith were van-
quihed. This was the fource of continual
wars, often interrupted by treaties, but
very foon renewed by ambition and hatred.
Lewis was fometimes unfortunate, but:
always brave: it is faid, that in a battlel:
an Englithman fcized the bridle of his
horfe, crying, ¢ The king is taken!” Lewis,
without -being terrified at his danger +
¢ Knoweft thou not,’ faid he, ¢ that the
¢ can never take the king at chefs ¥ and,
at that inftant, laid him dead with a2 ftroke
of his fword, :

H 3 : The
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__The emperor, Henry V. fon-in-law to the -
king of England, entered inuch the more
willingly into his quarrel, becaufe Lewis the
Big had fuffered him to be excommunicated
at Rheims, on account of inveftitures. The
abufe of excommunication could not be
" carried further, fince they had been fulmi-

nated from France herfelf againft a foreign.

prince, on account of difputes between him
and the pope. Henry V. raifed a powerful
army ; being refolved to reduce to afhes

a city, that had given him fuch an affrent.

Tt was then natural to {fuppofe, that if par-

ticular interefts made fubjeéts war againft

their fovereign, the fame caufe muit re-

unite them againft their common enemy. .

The king, having convoked them, had

very foon an army of, at leaft; two hun-

dred thoufand men. ‘This admirable zeal.
_of the nation did not fail to preduce good
effets. The emperor was difcouraged,
and returned prcc‘ipitately acrofs the Rhine.

The French army could, with eafe, have

cruthed the king of England; but the

vafials would not confent to it, for fear of
being, in their turn, fubjected to the royal

authority. Ji t
~ Lewis, though fo pious and zealous

for the church, that he endeavoured to

eftablith by the fword, a bifhop who had

been driven from his fee, could not efczip&?'-»
_ eccies
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ecclefiaftical cenfures. The feditious com=
plaints of fome prelates, having provoked -
him to feize a part of their lands, the
bithop of Paris excommunicated him, with-
out ceremony. The pope countenanced
the excommunication. St. Bernard, al-
ready fo celebrated, complains of it as
a weaknefs, which authorized the li-
cence. He fuffered himfelf to be guided
by the prejudices of the age, as the great-
eft men have often done; and out of re-
fpect for the ‘pontifical power, he forgot
what was due to royalty. In a letter, writ-
ten to the pope, he treats the king as an
impious man, a perfecutor, a {fecond He-
rod ; fo difficult is it even for the faints to
keep their zeal within juflt bounds.
This prince died 1n a truly Chnftian
manner, after having caufed Lewis, his
fon, to be anointed as his fuccefior,
The laft words which he addreflied to
him, can never be too often repeated :
¢ Remember, my fon,” faid he, ¢ that roy-
¢ alty is nothing more than a truff, of
¢ which you muft render a very rigorous
¢ account after death.’  Lewis the Big,,
though more virdious than Henry I. of
England, had hot, like him, the reputa-
gion of a great king ; becaufe he was want-
ing in that deep knowledge of politics,
‘which teaches a fovereign his true intereft.

H 4 ~ His
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His enemy always knew how to deceive -
him. :

The royal authority began to advance
itfelf under this reign, by making fome
- ufeful eftablithments. The principal was
that of the commons. They had, before,
no other freemen but nobles and ecclefiaf-
tics; all the reft were, more or lefs, flaves.
They now permitted them to buy their
freedom, and to chufe for themfelves
mayors and fheriffs ; by whick they formed
themfelves into {ocieties, governed by com- -
mon laws. The towns became little re-
publics, under the' title of commons, who
were to furnifh the king with a certain
number of foldiers ; each parifh to march
under the banner of his titular faint. The
nobles had no longer any empire over thele
newly freed men, who were jealous of
their liberty. The rights which had been
fold them, were firmly guaranteed. By de-
grees we fee the commonalty form them-
folves into a third order of citizens, which
had great authority in the public aflem-
biies of the nation.. There ftill remained
many flaves, until the foprteenth century s
that generzl zra of freedom, under Lewis
Hutin. Another a&t of Lewis the Big,
(no lcfs ufeful than the former) was the
right of appealing, in many cafes, to the
royal judgment, from the fentences paﬁgg"”
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by the nobles and their officers : by this
means, the lordly jurifdiction loft much of
its authority, that was gained by the fo-
vereign power, - which being from that
time fupreme judge, could not fail of be--
ing very foon the legiflator.

Lewis VIL firnamed the Younc..

EWIS the Young, by his marriage:
with Eleanora, heirefs to the dutchy

of Acquitaine, ‘had reunited a confiderable:
trat of land to the crown, which lay be-
tween the Loire and the Pyrenees. He:
had nothing to fear from England, where:
the death of Henry I. had occafioned civil:
wars : but the ambition of the pope, and:
the intrigues of Thibaud, earl of Cham-
paigne, did not let him remain long -in:
quict. He oppofed the eleftion of an:
archbifhop of Bourges, made without his.
confent. Pope Innocent II, though.he owed.
his dignity to the king, fupported this:
elettion, contrary to the rights of the:
crown. He anointed him with his own.
hand, and fent him'to take poflefiion of:
the {ee; faying, in an infulting manner,.
& That the king was a young man,. who:
- 5. ¢ wantedi
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¢ wanted to be taught, and fhould not ac='
¢ cuftom himfelf to meddle with the affairs
¢ of the church.’ Though it was known,
that the kings of the firft line generally
conferred bifhoprieks, and that, after elec-

tions had been eftablifhed in the kingdom, .

the right of confirming them had been vefted
in the monarch; a richt founded on the

conceffions made to the church by his pre-

decefors, and on reafons of fate, by which
it was right to exclude, from places of
confequence, every man who was fufpected
by his prince. But a fatal fyftem of inde-
pendency had fhaken 'the firft principles.
Lewis remained firm; though it was
enough ta bring his whole kingdom ‘under:
an iaterdiction. The earl of Champaigne:
had a great fhare in this affair. He wasa
feditious wicked man, though outwardly
_devout; a zealous protector of the monks,
?{whom we may properly call his foldiers):
and fupported by St. Bernard, who made
a public eulogiumon him: he neglected no,
‘occafion of difturbing the ftate, and doing:
injury to. the king. Lewis the Young,
irrizated to the higheft degree, fell on
Champnigne, facked Vifti, and fet the:
church on fire ; wherein upwards of three:

hundred perfons perifhed. This cruel exe- "

cution was followed by bitter remorfe; gndv
he thought he could no other way explate

8 his
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his crime, than by making a vow to go-
in perfon to thesHoly Land. W

The fruits of the firft crufade difappear--
ing daily, a fecond was demanded. Pope:
Eugine 1II. who had been difciple to St..
Bernard, abbe of Clervaux, and who flills
revered him as his mafter, gave him the:
office of preaching on the occafion. This.
pious reclufe, was the oracle of France for-
his fan&ity and knowledge, but very fuf-.
ceptible of prejudice ; and fitter to govern:
a convent,  than to diret in the ftate,.
where he was guided only by zeal: he de--
termined the king to this enterprize, con--
trary to the advice of Suger, another monk.
of extraordinary merit; virtuous,, though:
a courtier and a great politician, and one:
who had- been a long time verfed in the
knowledge of government. The preach-
ing of the faint rekindled the heat of en--
thufiafm. They offered him the command:
of the army, which he refufed. "The fame:
of his predictions and miracles, leaving no.
doubt of fuccefs; every one was willing-
to fhare :: even the female part.of the crea—

“ tion- was. defirous of taking arms and the-
erofs; and in feveral towns there remained,
enly women.and children. ;

Germany (where Bernard went on his:
miffion) was {eized with the-fame frenzys.
) ] . H—69 3 QBCL

\
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and the emperor Conrad III. imitated the
example of the king. 7

Lewis the Young, after having com-
mitted the care of the regency to the abbe
Suger, and the earl of Vermandois, put
himfelf at the head of two hundred thou-
fand men; Conrad having, on his part,
more than-a hundred thoufand. There
.wanted not more to conquer all Afia. The
treachery of the Greeks; who, under a
pretence of ferving the crufades, did them
real injury ; the little knowledge of the
united- princes, the bad difcipline of the
trobps, want of neceffary precautions, and
- many other errors ; among which we may
. reckon the independence of their fubjects ;-
all concurred to the deftru&tion of the cru-
fades. Ipftead of the conquefts, which
they looked on as certain, they had only
the fatisfaction of devoutly vifiting the
holy places. il :
~ On his return to France, the king found
the monarchy flourithing, under the wife
eovernment of the abbe Suger. They had
reafon to regret the lofs of this minifter.
It was {carcely poffible to reward him equal
to his defert: and in giving him the title of
father of his country, they beftowed on
him the only recompence that was worthy
of his zeal. All the kingdom rung with
complaints againft Bernard ; who juftifiece
' himfclf:, i
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himfelf, as may be fuppofed, by laying
the mifcarriagé of the crufade, on the
crimes of thole who compofed it. Thefe
two celebrated monks, prefent us with a
ftriking contraft. They had both great ge-

‘nius; but the one governed the ftate, ac-
cording to the rules of true policy; while
the other only confidered every thing as a
devetee. He was born for {pirituak
affairs, and went out of his fphere; when
he mixed ,with the civil government
of the people. Providence defigns that
human wifdom fhall dire¢t human enter- .
prizes. : ,

. The queen, Eleanora, having followed
her hufband into Paleftine, a mutual anti-.
pathy, increafed by the gallantries of that
princefs, made them equally defire a fepa-
ration. Eewis looked on himfelf as dift
honoured by Eleanora; and fhe complain-
ed, that fhe had a monk, ipftead of a king,,
for a hufband. Suger, forefeeing the con-

- fequences of this divorce, which would

- deprive the crown of all Acquitaine, was
endeavouring to fufpend this dangerous
defign of his mafter, when death fnatched:
him off; unfortunately for the ftate. Lewis
had recourfe to the’ common pretence of

 confanguinity. He was at no lofs for fy-
cophants to humour- him in his pretended:

»fruple, concerning his marriage. . He-

: confulted:
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confulted the bifhops, and by their advice:
divorced the queen. She hed two daugh-
ters, to whom, he hoped, the dutchy of
Acquitaine would defcend ; but Eleanora
was. very foon married to the duke of Nor-
mandy; by which means {he deprived
them of the fucceffion. ‘
Henry (that was the name of the duke)
receiving as a dowry the dutchy of Ac-.
quitaine, became, from that time, a formi-
dable neighbour to the king of France. He,,
in a very fhort time, grew more fo, by be-
ing declared fucceflor to” the king of Eng-
land. This crown, united to fome of the
fineft provinces of France, formed a
power, which anounced {trange misfor-
tunes to the defcendants of Lewis the
Young, The twe kings were very. foon
at variance; the confequences of which.
were very confiderable, A famous. ftick-.
ler for ecclefiaftical privileges, ealled:
Thomas Becket, revered under the name::
of faint Thomas of Canterbury, whom the:
new king of England had raifed, firft to-
the dignity of chancellor, and afterwards.
to that of archbifhop, was the caufe:
of greater uneafinefs té him than. the:
king of France, who was too weak to:
fubdue him. Two priefts had been con-,
victed of affaflination; -they were both:
thought to have deferved death; bur thes,
: i ot archbithop:
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archbithop only infliGted a flight punith«
ment on them, »The king was for refer~
ring the affair to the magiftrates: to this
the archbithop ‘would by no means be.
brought to confent. Such was the prin-
cipal caufe of a quarrel, which put this
kingdom in a blaze, which expofed Henry
1. to the lofs of his crown, and which .
really loft him his authority and glory.

Becket, condemned by his own brother-
heod in: England, found an afylum in .
France with Louis the young; whofe inte-
reft it was to foment thefe broils, and
whole piety inclined him to favour a man .
already looked on as a martyr. Henry be--
ing come to France on other occafions, he .
was entreated to be reconciled to the arch-
bithop of Canterbury. The prelate threw:

' himfelf at his feet, affuring him he would .
{ubmit himfelf to his will in every thing-.
that was confiftent with the honour of God.
After fome- clamour on what was meant
by: this reftriGtion: - ¢ That which he means::
¢ to yield-to me,” faid the monarch, ¢ is.’

¢ no more than the holieft of his preachers:
¢ has granted to the loweft of my fubjets.”
He then began t& infift on the laws of.
England, which the archbithop had reject-
ed as incompatible with the privileges of
the church. Every one approved of this
demand; but the’ prelate. was inflexible,

: the



160 ELEMENTS OF THE

the pope being engaged in this negocia-

tion. Henry, who feared tis anathemas,
confented to the re-eftablithment of Becket, -
as far as was confiftent with the royal au-
thority. They were (in appearance) re-
-conciled. The archbithop returned to-
England : he denounced freth excommu-

nications ; and irritated more than ever a

prince who was terrible in his refentments.

¢ Is it pofiible,” cried Henry the 1Id, one

day in the hearing- of his ceurtiers, ¢ that

¢ none of my fubjedts will revenge me on

¢ an ungrateful and rebellious prieft, who

¢ difturbs the quiet of my kingdom.”

Thefe words had too much the defired

effect: when a prince feems to with a crime-

committed, there are never wanting thofe

who are eager to execute. The prelate was:

very foon after affaffinated in his church.

The humiliating penitence of the king,,

the rebellion of his children, and with them:

a great part of thenation, and the ftep which

he took to: acknowledge himfelf {ubject tos
the pope; all thew, how much misfor-

tunes can lower the greateft of men.

Thefe violent difputes on the pontificall
authority and the ecclefiaftical: privileges,,
owed their origin to-falfe deerees; which:
had been forged for fome time paft, and’
leoked on for feveral ages as the canons of
the primitive church,  We always fee thes

- greateft:
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greateft evils human nature is liable to,
take their rife from error rather than paf-
fion. Nothing is more alive; it deceives
under an appearance of a defire to feek
after truth.
~ Lewis the Young fupported the fons of
Henry againft their father ; but the Eng-
lith monarch, refuming all the vigour of
his foul, fhewed no lefs courage and pru-
dence in this war, than he had done in
thofe in which he had formerly been en-
gaged. A frefh treaty of peace was formed
between them. ILewis made a pilgrimage
to the tomb of St. Thomas of Canterbury,
who was already canonized : he died foon
after, with the reputation of a pious King,
but bad politician. His vaffals were at-
tached to him; not through efteem to his
perfon, or dread of his power, but be-
catfe they feared the ambition of the king -
of England. . '

We may remark under this reign a law,
which we fhould- have thought could only
have been neceffary in the moft barbarous
ages ; which was forbidding duelling for a
debt of five-pence,; one of fix-pence being
then a fufficient caufe for a duel. In the
midft of this barbaricy ftarted up in Pro-
vence our firft poets, under the name of
Trouverres, or Troubadours.  The courts
' : were
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were filled with them. The ladies loved

them; it had that novelsy which is fo
charming. Thefe firft fparks of the genius

of the nation {carcely penetrated the thick

darknefs with which it was environed. A

number of fchools, efpecially thofe efta-
blilhed in the monafteries, were of more

effential fervice. The monks employed

themfelves in copying books; without

which we had, perhaps, loft all the trea-

fures of antiquity. Thefe ichools were
fucceeded by colleges, and great numbers

flocked from all parts of Europe to Paris,

to ftudy the {fciences. At this time, per-

haps, a univerfity was firft formed ; though

the name was not known till the, time of
St. Louis. The number of ftudents, from
the beginning, was fo great, as to confti-

tute a very confiderable body ; but what_
was then called {fcience, confifted meerly
of metaphyfical fubtilties; which were
more likely to create difputes, than to ex-

tend knowledge. Is it then, according to

the order of things, that the human mind

muft exercife itfelf in folly, before it can

arrive at true learning? and that no way can_
befound to the ftudy of nature, but through.
the ebfcure fubtilties of the fchools
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@

Purvip I, firnamed the Avcust.

PHILIP, the fon of Lewis the Young;
by his third wife, Adelaide, of Cham-
pagne, mounted the throne at the age of
wwenty, He was originally ftiled the Gift
of God; and, by his attions, he juftly
merited the additions of Conqueror and
Auguit. The firft act of his reign, worthy
of commemoration, was a rigorous one,
contrary, according to Mr. le Prefident
Henault, to the law of nature, and, con-
fequently, to religion ; bur, according ta
P. Daniel, equally advantageous to Chri-
ftianity and -the ftate. The greateft part
of the wealth of the kingdom lay in the
‘hands of the Jews; who became poffeffed
of it, partly by commerce and induftry,
and partly by ufury. Thefe people were
acculed of impiety for feveral a&s of
which they made no fcruple, and many
crimes were imputed to them,. of which
there was little probability of their being
‘guilty ; among others, that of facrificing
Chriftian children, on the anniverfary of
the day on which the Lord’s fupper was.
' inftituted; a crime wicth which the Chri-
fians themfelves were unjuftly reproached
insthe firft ages of the church,

b

Philip;
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Philip, from his infancy, had been
ftruck with the horror of fuch charges;
which were greatly exaggerated, through'
the univerfal ha red which was borne againft
the Jews; and, notwithftanding the re-
monftrances of the nobles and bifhops,
who are faid to have been gained over by
the great offers and rich prefents of the Jews,
he banifhed them the kingdom, confifcat-
ed their eftates, and gave a free difcharge
to his fubjects, from all debts they had
contracted with this people. Some fuffered
themfelves.to be baptized, to avoid perfe-
cutlon; but the greater part chofe rather to
leave the country, and exercife the talents
which had enriched them elfewhere. The.
king, foon afterwards, recalled them, becaufe
he had octafion for their money ; and he |
thought of making them ufeful members
of the ftate, by reftraining their avarice
within reafonable bounds. Works of a.
more peaceful kind employed his atten-
tion, after this ftorm had blown over;
which was the paving and embellithing the
capital of the kingdom: the ancient name
of which was Lutece, on account of 1its-
being little elfe than a fink of dirt and
clay. ‘
’};‘he earl of Flanders, in quality of god-
father to Philip the Auguft, had the prin-

cipal authority at court; for the title
o . =l : godfather,»
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godfather, in thofe days, formed the ftrict-
eft alliances. The queen-mother, jealous
of his increaling power, retired in difcon-
tent, and implored the protection of the
king of England. This little divifion,
however, produced nothing of confequence;
but Philip, himfelf, fhortly after, thought
it neceffary to take up arms againft the
~ fame nobleman, whofe niece he had mar-
ried, and obliged him to give up Verman-
dois, Amiens, and other dominions ; which,
by the death of the countefs of Flanders,
devolved again to the crown. A refolu-
tion to fupport his authority, ‘and force
fufficient for the purpofe, were already
evident from the conduct and fituation of
this young prince.

The deplorable ftate of affairs in the eaft
drew the attention of all Europe. It ap-
peared (but too plainly) that the conduct
of the crufades, which eftablithed them-
felves in Paleftine, by no means corre=
fponded with the great motives of religion,
‘which were thought to have carriéd them
thither. The celebrated Saladin, who was
then fovereign of Egypt, a man equally
eminent for wifddm and valour, took ad-
vantage of their diffenfions, and found it
eafy to deftroy them.  _ ‘ ;

He had retaken Jerufalem, where Lu-
Jignan had the title of king, with very

Little



166 'ELEMENTS OF THE

little of the power. This fad news reani-
mated the ardour of tfie crufades. The
" kings of France and England (for a mo-
ment) forgot their quarrels to take up the
crofs. They agreed to oblige every one,
who did not join in the expedition, as well
clergy as laity, to pay the tenth part of
their eftates, to defray the expence of it.
The church ought to have fet the exam-
ple; but feveral of its members remon-
ftrated againft this tax. The king, how-
ever, would be obeyed, ' though hitherto
a general fubfidy was without example.

It is recorded on this occafion, ¢ That
¢ Philip, being obliged to raife troops on
¢ a prefling emergency, demanded a fub-
¢ fidy from the ‘clergy of Reims. The
‘members of this church entreated, that
he would be fatisfied with their prayers;
which, they faid, would certainly pro-
cure him fuccefs. Soon after, fome lands
belonging to this church were laid wafte
by fome noblemen: the clergy com-
plained of this outrage to the king, who
promifed to defire his nobles not to di-
fturb the repofe of the church: he ac
cordingly defired it; but in {fuch-a man-
ner, as gave them encouragement t©
¢ commit fill greater 'violence.  Juftice
¢ from the fovereign was again implored;
< Of what,” fays he, ¢“do you comll)lﬁlﬂz

: ¢¢ | hav
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% I have protefted you by my prayers,
% asyou haveferved me by yours.” Struck
¢ with this reply, the deputies promifed
¢ more zeal, and the king, having thus
< taught them their duty, made fatisfac-
¢ tion for the damage they had fuftained.’
Could there be a doubt, but that the inte-
reft of the church is united to the fervice
of the ftate ? 5
Some freth bickerings between Philip
the Auguft and Henry the fecond, king
of England, fufpended the execution of
the cruiade. Henry, then an old man,
was enamoured of a fifter of Philip’s,
who was engaged to his fon Richard; for .
which reafor he fought pretences for de-
laying the intended marriage from time to
time, and refufed to fuffer this young prince
to fhare in his crown, though his elder
brother had died with the title of king.
The quarrel grew warm, and war enfued.
A legate excommunicated Richard, as
author of all the troubles which prevented
the profecution of the holy war.  Another
legate declared to Philip, that if he did
not make a fpeedy peace with England, he
would put 2ll France under an interdiétion.
The king thewed no more moderation in
his anfwer, than the lecate in his threat :
¢ I'laugh at your interdi&ion,’ replied he,
«¢ I neither fear nor regard it, knowing it
¢ to
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¢ to-be unjuft. It belongs not to Rome
¢ to a& in this, or any other manner
¢ againft my kingdom, when I think pro-
¢ per to bring rebellious vaffals to reafon.
< It is plainly to be feen by your condud,
that you have taken a fancy to the gold
¢ of England.” Richard was prefent; he
rufthed upon the legate, fword in hand;
thofe who were prefent interpofed, and
prevented the ftroke. Richard then threw
himfelf at the feet of Philip, and did ho-
mage for all the country which his family
pofieffed in France, declaring, that he held
them from him as his lord, and from the
king of England as his father. This war
was brifk, but of fhort duration. The
unhappy Henry, too weak to fupport him-
felf againft a hero like Philip, fubmitted
to the law of the victor, and did not long
furvive his difgrace. His wife, Eleanora,
Jhad greatly contributed to make him
wretched. His two fons had betrayed
him, looking on him as an unjuft father.
Befides the kingdom of England, (to
which he had added Ireland) he poffefied
Guienne, Poitou, Xaintonge, Auvergne
Limoufin, Perigord, Angoumois, Anjou,
Maine, Touraine, ‘and Normandy; tO°
which he had joined Britanny, by a mar-
riage of one of his fons with the princefs
of that ' dutchy. Notwithftanding che{e

7 poficiiions,
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This was only a forerunner of the enter-
prifes of InnocentIlL; he chofe, that every
thing thould comply with his orders, and
affumed to himfelf-a right of difpofing
all things. Perceiving the Englifh bithops
and barons irritated againft their monarch,
he employed his thoughts in contriving
how to manage them. He declared the
throne of England vacant, offering it to
Philip the Auguft, and publithing a cru-
fade againft the depofed king. Had Phi-
lip been in the fituation of this prince, he
would have maintained his dignity; but
ambition made him forget that the pope
had no right ever crowns; he accepted
this, though fo unjuftly offered, and
equipped a prodigious fleet, to enable him
to take pofieffion of it. , -
John Sans Terre, as indolent as unfor-
tunate, after having implored the aid of
the king of Morocco, to whom he promifed
not only to pay homage, but to embrace
Mahometanifm, and after having received
a refufal from that barbarian, determined
- within himfelf to give his kingdom to the -
pope, and took an oath of fidelity to him,
between the hands of the legate whom
Innocent had charged with the execution
againft him. As foon as that was done,
the artful legate returned through France,
»and ordered the king to renounce England,

giving
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giving him to underftand it belonged to
the Holy See. Philip, played on in thisun-
worthy manner, continued his prepara-
tions with more ardour : his fleet perithed
through the negligence of the troops to
whofe care it was committed ; but fie gained
a glorious viftory at Bouviers, between |
Lille aad Tournay, over the emperor
Othon 1V. and the earl of Flanders, leagued «
with the king of England. He had only
fifty thoufand men againft near two hun-
dred thoufand. His enemies, affured of
conqueft, had already divided betwixt
themfelves the feveral parts of the king-
dom. The bifhop of Beauvais fignalized
himfelf in this day’s victory : he beat the
Englith general with an iron club, with
which he ufed to knock down his enemies,
being fcrupulous of fhedding human blood.
Philip expofed himfelf to the greateft dan-
gers ; but the earl of Flanders was taken
prifoner, and adorned the triumph of the
vittor. : i
Never was king more near his -ruin than
John. Inftead of feeking a fupport in the
hearts of his fubjects, he provoked them
to rebellion, by a condut the moft deteft-
able. They were defirous that he fhould
confirm to them the privileges of the na-
_tion, contained in a charter of Henry I
This he refufed, and they took up arﬂ'};/"
; 2 - and
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and forced him to fign the grand charter,

- which is the foundation of Englith liberty. -

No fooner had he made an oath of con-
formity to the Britith privileges, than he

violated it; when, in defiance of the pope,

the Englifh, having declared the kingdom

9

forfeited, yielded to the eldeft fon of Lewis,
who had married Blancheof Caftile, grand-

“daughter of a king of England. In vain

Innocent III. menaced the king and his
fon with excommunication, if they en=

- gaged to become fiefs of the kingdom of

England : they replied, ¢ That a fovereign.
¢ could not difpofe of his dominions (if
¢ he took on himfelf the government of
¢ a kingdom which was become a fief of
¢ the church) without the confent of his
¢ barons.’” This was a truth of fuch con-
fequence to the nobles, that they declared
they would maintain it at the expence of
their lives. ‘ ] A

Notwithftanding, Philip, quite refolute
not to abandon his fon, feemed to refpet
the pope’s orders, and promifed not to
meddle in this affair, but to leave Lewis
the care of examining and fupporting his

- own rights : ¢ Sir,’ faid this young prince

to him, in prefence of the legate, ¢ I am
¢ your vaffal for the fiefs I hold of you in
¢ France; but for the kingdom of Eng-

8y : ' ¢ land,
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¢ land, it belongs not to you to decide,
¢ and if you doit, I will ¢omplain of the
¢ injury before my peers.” He then imme-
diately embarked in this caufe, in which
the king of France, who affected to oppofe.
him, aéted in concert. The pope, fufpet-.
ing their artifice, excommunicated them .
both. He foon learned, that Lewis was:
going to be proclaimed in London: tranf |
ported with rage at this news, he mounted
the chair; ¢ Sword, fword,” fays he, ¢ leave |
¢ thy fcgbbard, and fharpen thyfelf for
¢ flaughter.” Itis thus that the feripture
phrafes are too often abufed to the pur-
pofe of caprice and paffion. He redoubled:
his anathemas and imprecations. In the-
midft of thefe tranfports, a fever feized
him, and he died while he was meditating:
new triumphs.  According to the report
of Matthew Paris, an author who is fome-
times- extravagant in what he fays, this.
pontiff was the moft ambitious, and the
moft fuperb of men; infatiable of money,
and capable of every crime to procure &
‘We may judge of his knowledge, or rather
of that of the age he lived in, by that |
fpecies of prediction which he made after |
the ridiculous crufade of the children.
More than fifty thoufand children were |
made crufades, under the direétion of a2
: . great [
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great number of priefts. It'is eafy to
guefs with what ficcefs Innocent III. fpoke
to this effect on that occafion: ¢ We .
¢ may hope,” fays he, ¢ that the power of
<« Mahomet will be very foon at an end;

< fince this is the beaft of the apocalypfe,

¢ the number of which is 666, and there

¢is already near 6oo pafled” . Flewry's

Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.
. Almoft all England was conquered.

-Lewis befiegedd Dover: the death of king

John produced a revolution: - the Eng-

lith offended by the infolent behaviour
of the French, and perhaps reproaching

themfelves for having betrayed the blood

of their kings, crowned Henry III the

fon of John Sans Terre. Lewis was
| forced to furrender his conquefts. The
dread of falling under the cenfures of
Rome, prevented Philip from aflifting him,
and deprived his houle of a crown which
he might otherwife have enfured to it.

A legate impofed penance on every one
who had born any fhare in this expedi-
* tion : the laity bought off theirs, and the
ecclefiaftics were obliged to go to Rome ;
and on their return, to be'whipped in
proceflion in the cathedral of Paris. If
the court of Rome triumphed thus in the
reign of Philip the Auguft, what would it
o e - e have
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have done, had France been governed by
a weak prince? x S
The preceding year, the fourth council |
of worfhip, prefided over by Innocent L.
had decided, that the fecular power fhould
be held under pain of excommunication
of engaging by oath, to exterminate, as
far as they were able, all declared heretics;
ordering the bithops to anathematize all
thofe who would not ©bey, and to inform
them, that the pope declared that their
vaffals thould be free from their oath of
fidelity, and he gave their lands to the firff
cathelic who would take them. The old
count of Touloufe, notwithitanding his
outward fubmiffion; wasthe vidtim of this
- fentence. They gave his lands to the
count of Montfort, who perithed at the
fiege of Touloufe, by a blow from a ftone,
Juitly abhorred as the hero of fanaticifm,
His {on was not able o sefift young Rai-.
mond, who offered his eftate to Philip; but.
whether it was equity, or whether it was |
policy, the king refnfed to rob the legi- |
timate heir, and died in a fhort time afters
wards. He was the firfy of our kings who
had kept an army in peaceable times;
make himfelf lefs dependent on his vaffals,
he kept troops in conftant pay, whom JW
difpoled of according to his own will:
Taxes became more neceflary ; but[};ii:,
e 0
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other things he managed his refources with
ceconomy, ¢ well knowing,’ fays Mezeray,
¢ that a king who has great defigns, ought
* not to confume his fubjects’ fubftance
¢ in vain glorious and unneceflary ex-
¢ pences.’ !
- The profit of an hofpital for invalids,

fuch as Lewis XIV. ereéted, demanded
‘more happy times. It was a defign be-
yond the power of Philip to execute.
Under his reign the univerfity of Paris
was very flgurithing : in a public council
they condemned to the flames the metaphy- -
fics of Ariftotle, which they have fince re-
vered with akind.of fuperflition. The con-
- tradictory judgments on this ancient philo-
{opher, ought to be fufficient to teach men
to avoid all forts of prejudices. =

It is not aftonifhing, that the dotors in
 thefe times thould have erred fo far, as even

to renounce the doctrines of the church.
Superftitious abufe naturally leads to he-
refy.  Chriftianity was fo obfeured, as
fcarcely to difcover a trace of what it was.
In thofe days, they celebrated in the church
of Paris, the feaft of fools or innocents
a {candalous farce, in which the clergy,
difguifed in mafks, danced, played, de-
bauched themfelves, and {upg oblcene
fongs during the celebration of the holy
myfteries. The feaft of affes crowned every

other
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threatened to mafiacre all the Chriftian
captives he had in his déminions, and to |
fall on the French at the head of a hun-
dred thoufand men; but he had not much
occafion to fight. - The French in vain ex-
pected the arrival of the king of Sicily,
who never came. Mean while, the excef-
five heats, tainted water, and bad pro-
vifions, procduced a mortal ficknefs, which
deftroyed more than half the army in a
very fhort time. St. Lewis, through a
fingular confidence in the fuccefs of this
affair, had taken with him his three fons,
the hopes of the nation. He faw one die,
another dangeroufly ill, and himfelf re-
«ceived the ftroke of death, and left the
world with thofe fame lively and religious
{entiments which had ever influenced his
-conduct from his early years. The max-
ims which he left behind, written with his
~own hand, to Philip his fucceffor, were
equally fraught with piety, and love of his
people.  He earneftly recommended to
him, not to load his fubjets with taxes
and fubfidies; to fet juft limits to the ex-
pences of his houfehold ; and to maintain
the rights and liberties of the cities of his
kingdom : ¢ For,” fays he, ¢the more rich
¢ and powerful they grow, the more will’
¢ .your enemies fear to attack them.”
F. Daniel
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France rung with freth complaints againft

this pontiff. Every order of the ftate re-
newed its proteftations of fidelity. Philip
appealed to the future council, and to the
future pope, from all that Boniface had done
or thould do againft him: an unneceffary
appeal, without doubt; but it proved the
deference which he paid to the Holy See.”
Nogaret received orders to fignify this
a&, and publifh it in Rome. He learned
that the pope was retired cto Anaguie,
where he fulminated new bulls. Nogaret
refolved to feize him, according to the re-
folution of the council in which he had
been depofed. He gained the inhabitants
of the city, forced the caftle, and found
there immenfe treafures accumulated by
the pontiff; he made himfelf mafter of
his perfon, and fummoned him to convoke
a general council, to receive the report of
his arreft. ¢ I can eafily confole myfelf,’
faid the haughty Boniface, ¢ for being con-
- ¢ demned by patarins, (which was a name
¢ that they gave to the heretic Albegenfes)
¢ here is my head; I will die on the throne
¢ where God has placed me.” The inha-
bitants of Anaguie delivered him from
the hands of Nogaret, and he fled to Rome
for refuge, with vengeance in his heart.’
He was there feized with a fever and died,
guilty of all the crimes which pride, ambi-
t108;
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tion, and avarice could caufe in an eminent
ftation, It cannot be denied but that
Philip carried it with rather too high a
hand. Moderation would have better be-
come a great prince; and the more diffi-
cult it is in thefe conjunétures, . the more
honourable is the praétice of it. :

During thefe fatal differences, Flanders
became a theatre of carnage. The king
had reunited it to the crown ; but fhewed
lefs of a corqueror than a father in his
treatment of it. Unfortunately, he left a
man to command, who was the leaft fit
of any, to keep in obedience a people
whofe affeétions were to be gained. This
was the count of St. Paul; an unexperi-
enced nobleman, who, by impofts and the
moft tyrannical feverity, caufed the Flem-
ings to rebel. An old man, of no higher
rank than a weaver of Bruges, was at the
head .of the malecontents: the revolution
was his work. The French were maffacred
in almoft every town in Flanders.

Philip fent an army under the command
of the count of Artois, a brave captain, but
whofe imprudence undid him. Full of
contempt for thefe rebels, whom he looked
on as a defpicable mob, he refolved to at-
tack them in a ftation in which they had
all the advantage ; and he went fo far as
to infult with injurious language the con-
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were foolifh enough to be devoutly amufed
by fuch fopperies. 5

A fumptuary law, publithed in 1294,
fixed the number of mefles which fhould
be ferved at table: at {fupper, which was
then the grand meal, two meffes of meat
and a bacon foup were allowed: at dinner,
one mefs of meat, and fome paftry: never
more than four difhes of pafiry were al-
lowed on faft days, nor more than three on
other days. Kings themfelves were ferved
i no-other way. We read, that in Eng-
land the monks complained to Henry 0.
againt their abbot, who had reduced them
to ten difhes. ¢ They bring me only three,’
replied he, ¢ Woe be to your abbot, if he
¢ allows you more than Temperance allows

¢ your king.” The fame law fixed the .
number of robes which they fhould buy
in a year, with the prices of them; like-
wife forbidding citizens so have carriages,
to ufe torches, or wear furs : prohibitions,
which, like many others, were altogether
ufelefs, becaufe nobody took any fteps to-
wards carrying them into execution.

LEWIS
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in it without doubt, and‘the innocent was
punithed. x -
. The Flemings having rebelled, want of
money to carry on the war, and the fear
of creating an infurreion among the
people by frefh impofitions, gave birth to
a néw expedient, which was of fervice to
the. kingdom.  The burgefles of cities
had for a long time enjoyed their liberty,
but the inhabitants of the country were
ftill flaves. Their freedom was offered
them on condition they paid a certain
fum. The greateft part preferred their
- money to their liberty; for they had been
always accuftomed to' flavery, and they
were forced to buy a good of which
they knew not the value. Lewis being
willing that the kingdom of the Franks
thould be in reality what they were in
mname, declared, that all who had been
kept in unwilling fervitude, might now
enjoy their native freedom, and that his
 fubjects thould ceafe to be uneafy on the
rights of mainmort, or for marriage.
Pope Alexander III. had already decided
in council in 1167, that Chriftians ought
to be free and exempt from fervitude.
Thus the nation recovered the moft pre-
cious of all human bleflings; and if all
vaffals had imitated their king, we thould
not fee in fome provinces, efpecially Bur-
gundy,
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and king, fhould it be a princefs. Till
then there had been no formal law of
that kind, fuch a cafe having never before
been. Notwithftanding this provifion, the .
throne appeared vacant by the death of the
young prince. It raifed great contefts,
The affair was debated in a numerous af-
fembly of the three ftates of the kingdom.
It was there decided, that the Salic law
would not permit women to fucceed to the
crown. This was not fixing any new
eftablithment, but confirming that which
cuftom had-authorized from the beginning
of monarchy.

PHILIP V. firnamed the Loxnc.

PH ILIP, by the ftrength of great mercy
and kindnefs, calmed the difcontents of

the people. His reign, tranquil and fhort, -
furnifhes little matter for this abridgment.
‘The foolith difpute of the Cordeliers on
the form of their capuchins and the pro-
priety of their nourifhment, belongs ta
ecclefiaftical hiftory, and has no bufinels
here. A difpute which the bulls of John
XXII could not determine without much
trouble, and which expofed the fame John
to
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from the kingdom, to which they have
never again been received by royal autho-
Tity. 5 e
From the time that Philip the Handfome
had fixed the parliaments at Paris, the
bithops had always preferved the prece-.
dency, notwithftanding an aé of 1287,
contrary to their pretenfions; but Philip
the Long excluded them the houfe, ¢ That
¢ they might not,” he faid, ¢ diftra® the
¢ ‘government by their {piritualities.” From
this time, the ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion,
which extended itfelf almoft over every
thing, began to be limited. The falfe and
dangerous maxim, thatclerks were not to be
{ubject to fecular tribunals, or arrefted by
the common courfe of law, was no longer
impofed on the magiftrates. This reforma-
tion could not be completed at once. It
was a great point to begin it. Philip
thought of another which the following
ages might carry into execution; which
was, to fix a certain weight and meafure
to a certain price. “Death furprifed him
in the midft of his fchemes. He had made
fome very wife ordinances: one among
the reft, from which may be drawn this
maxim, that in gdminiftering juftice, we
thould not truft too much to letters and
written reports ; for the more liable a king
15 to be deceived, the more it behoves
himfelf
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himfelf to examine the candour and equity
of his judges. :

CHARLES IV. firnamed the Hinpsoms.

PHILIP having left no male-children,
= his brother Charles fucceeded without
~oppofition. ~He made a friét fcrutiny |
among the financiers, who were, for the
moft part, Italians. Their effeCts were
confifcated, and Guette the receiver-gene-
ral died on the rack, without confefling
what he had done with the treafures they
fuppofed him poffefied of. He punithed
with a like rigour, fome gentlemen who had
beenconvicted of injuring particular people.
Nothing is certainly more praife-worthy
than a zeal for juftice; but the king’s other
qualities were by no means anfwerable to
it. = War again broke out between France
and England, on the account of a caftle
in Guienne, which Edward II. pretended
was his right, This king, governed by
favourites and minions, faw himfelf de-
prived of feveral places. = Ifabella his wife,
fifter to Charles the Handfome, juftly fuf-
pected of gallantry, came into France under
pretence of making peace, and obftinately

againft
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againflt the orders of hey hufband, who
ftaid in England with his children. The
Spenfers, favourites of Edward, were fen-
fible that gold would do any thing at the
- court of Paris, as well as at that of Avig-
non (which was the city to which Clement
V. the firt French pope had transferred
the Holy See, and where the popes refided
for near fixty years). The Englith gold
was not lavifhed unfuccefsfully ]ohn
XXII. wrote in ftrong terms to Charles,
who confented to fend away his fifter; who,
more diffatisfied than ever with Edward,
obtained of count Hainaut the aid fhe
required ; fthe embarked for England, put
herfelf at the head of an army, punifhed
thofe who had been the caufe of the death
~of her favourites, dethroned her hufband
by the confent of parliament, faw her fon,
the famous Edward III. crowned, and con-
cluded by being herfelf thut up in prifon.
The new king made a treaty with France,
who reftored to him the places which had
been taken, on condition of his paying
fifty thoufand livres fterling. John XXII.
renewed againft Lewis of Bavaria the fame
perfecutions which the former popes had
ufed againft the former emperors. He ex-
commumf“ated him, and pretended that the
pope had the fole right of confirming the
eledtion to the empire, and even dlfpoﬁqg
~ 10
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where Peter of Cugnieres, the king’s advo-
cate, fet forth thefe abufes in the ftrongeft
terms. Two prelates anfwered him by
fuch reafons as would not pafs in our days,
acknowledging the diftinétion of the two
powers ; but yet making the tempopral fall
before the {piritual, and bringing, for,
-proofs of fuperiority, a number of exam-
ples and miracles, which in faét proved
‘nothing. All which may be {feen in the
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. Philipe gave the bi-
fhops a year to correct thefe abufes. ‘There
was not in that time any confiderable
change. .But now this famous difpute gave
rife to appeals, as it had before to abufes.
It is a fad truth, that the ecclefiaftics never
forgave Cugnieres’ having fo well fulfilled
the duties of his ftation, making him ever
after the fubjeét of their {corn and ridicule,
though, in thefe days, his principles feem:
well nigh adopted in the kingdom as un-
contreverted maxims.
Another affair, in appearance of lefs
- confequence to the peace of the nation,
produced. a long and bloody war. The
county of Artois, after the death of the late
count, had gone to Mahaut his daughter,
to the prejudice of Robert of Artols, ne-.
phew of Mahaut; for, according to cuftom,
not the male-heirs only, but thofe who
were neareft related, had a right to the
: fucceflion.
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fure of being joined by all the princes of

Europe ; but this great zeal relaxed by
“degrees, as aﬁ'axrs of more confequence

, :gland declared
ed with the fa- -
a rich, intrigu- -
- the oﬁice of
erned the Fle

5 o tod wn tafte, always
mchnable to. munny and rebellion. One
of the firft pretences for the war was, the
reftitution. of fome lands in Guienne, for
which Edward had confented to wait the
decifion of parliament. He reproached
Philip with having given proteéhon to the
dethroned king of Scots, when he himfelf
had received Robert of Artois, who was
declared by his peers, an enemy of the king
and ftate.. At length he exclaimed agamﬁ’
the judgment given on the crown of France,
of which he pretended to be lawful heir.
He had already taken the title of king of
France in fome public afts. Arteville
having fent the king of England word,
that his prefence was neceffary in F landers,
he fet out to reanimate the ardour of his
allies. He went from thence to Cologne,
where Lewis of Bavaria created him vicar
general of the empire, declaring, that
Philip was a cowardly perfidious man, who

Yor. 1, els) had'
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had forfeited all pretence to his favour, and
for ever loft his protetion. . oy
The king of '
" the emperor, was in
and policy. The far
than the pe
were ruined
- Iip made u
firmnefs and &
. gerous rival, w
enterprifing, a
penfioners among _men
kingdom. He negleted no means of fe- ;
euring to himfelf fuccefs. With fuch ad-
vantages, it is rarely miffed: neverthelefs, his
firlt expeditions were not very fortunat L%L.
At length he gained footing in the kiugdoz,n‘%%E
by the counfel of Robert, juft at the time
that the countof Hainaut, his ally, declared, |
that in quality of vaffal of the empire, he |
thould ferve him on the lands belonging to|
it; but that in quality of vaffal’and nephew
to the king of France, he believed himfelf
~obliged to ferve that prince when his
lands were attacked. A ftrange duty, .
which obliged people to fight for and.
againft the fame fovereign, according
the different theatres of the war!
was the confequence of the feudal anarchy.
The Flemings were alfo fcrupulous of at
tacking France, becaufe they had fworn|
e “pever
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never to take arms againft it. It is faid,
that to fatisfy their {cruple, and make their
vow ufelefs, - Artevxlle advifed the king of
| England to tak = @f king of France.

v 888 people might
d had alrcady

SO ttcd fome "in-
ults on his cffaates, the count attached him-
felf to his enemies, and fent him a chal-
lenge. ¢ My nephew, the count of Hai-
¢ naut, is a fool;’ was all the anfwer he
received from the kmcr This fool became
exafperated to the hjgheﬁ degree againft
France. There was nothing more worth
commemorating-in the beginning of thefe
wars, than the naval battle of the fluice; a
contrivance which gave wind to the Eng-
lith, and was looked on at firft by the
French as a flight; but which fecured them:
victory, and proved their fuperiority in
navigation. The French fleet confifted of gw
twenty -fix large vefiels, containing thir
thoufand men. Edward deftroyed half of
this army; but was himfelf wounded in
battle. His abilities and courage triumph-
ed over the greareft dangers.  The victor
wery foon befieged Tournay : difpleafed with
the reﬁftanc: of the place, he fent a chal-
032 0 lenge
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‘lenge to: the king, which was addreﬁ'cd only-:
10 Phll;p of Valms, without oth
title. Ph;hp repl anity,

teach a

‘every thin

- decency ofg
propofal, on co
Enzrland
‘be the v1

cd that their deﬁgn was to run the hazar
~of a duel; they rather fought an occafior
o mcreafe their reputation for courage
However it might be, a truce between ther

~ fufpended at once all hoftilities.
- Edward, unwillingly laying down hls ‘
‘arms, had no other defign than to gain
time to prepare for new expedihons. . He#
did not long want a pretence ; for he fup- 4
. ported the earl of Montford, who difputed |
-~ Britanny with the count of Blois, a nephew
of Philip, to whom the laft duke had given
it by his marriage articles. England a
 France facked this province; a fecond truce
- was violated in the fame manner: the fmall-
eft pretence was fufficient for Edward, who |
was as eager to {eize occafions as he was. |
negligent in keepmd his faith, ~The king
‘ havmg_
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having condemned Oliver of Bliffon, and’
feveral other lords, to lofe their heads,.
_without any form ‘of trial, this fault drew

gagabwonieguences. They un-
werre[pondence with
@ complained ' very
) a letter written to

{iitents s always a fpecious

pretence for rebelhon Geofrey of Har-

court ‘would have experienced the fame
feverity, if he had not faved himfelf by -
flight. He took refuge with the king of"
England, and ferved againft his country
with much more fuccefs than Robert of
Artois, who died in fome little time of a
wound reccived in battle. The execution
of the lords was a reafon for Edward to

- break the truce, as if this feverity in Philip
bhad been a breaking it on his fide: the
Englith at the fame time fell on Guienne.
Edward embarked, refolving to go in
perfon.. Geofrey of Harcourt unfortu-
nately determined to attempt a defcent in
Normandy. That Norman lord facrificed
to his hatred the feelmcrs of a citizen, and
-the duties of a fubje&. His plan was but
too well executed. One of the chief faults
of Philip was, not being fufficiently on his
guard againft an enemy, who was always
O3 ready
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“taking a glo

~ they engaged; the Genoefe halberdier

and put the whole in diforder; neverthe

e : 3

ready to {urprize him. ‘IQ‘ he Enghfh found

little refiftance in Normandy, and advanced |
even to Paris, mvag-'ng : e th
wantedfo. eﬁabl
paffed the & Som
army. ‘The kir

marched three leay
his enemies.. Wao
waited his coming
give fome reft to his troops
of Alengon marched alway:
withftanding the kin er.
trary : his 1mprudence drew on the army,,i

who compofed the Van-guard, bafely fled
lefs the French forced themfelves into the |

center of Edward’s firft line, which was
commanded by his fon the prince of Wales, |

~a youth of about fourteen or fifteen years

of age. Edward being informed of the
danger this young prince was in, enquired
if he was killed or wounded; he was told |
neither. Oh, very well, fays he, 1 chufe
e thould have all the honour of this day,
and that he fhould gain the fpurs as
knight. Philip feeing his troops routed,
being wounded, and blecdmg at the fame
time hlmfelf was yet obitinately bent not
to quit the ﬁeld of battle; he was forced

away

IS e
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away in {pite of hig oppoﬁnon, and the
Englith gained a complete victory.

This bloody day of Crefly coft France
near thxrty thoufan nep gmd twelve hun-
Ld  k mghts The
and Flanders,
ourbon, the old
{Olving, though
, 'c killed. Some
‘ ‘ nglith made ufe of artxl—,
lery, and th pieces of cannon contri-
buted much to this vitory. Certain it is,
that they had known this terrible invention
fome years, Geofiey of Harcourt fought
by the fide of the prince of Wales. He
knew the corpfe of his brother the count of
Harcourt, as he lay on the field of battle,
‘glonouﬂy dying for the fake of his coun-
try: being then ftruck with the enormity
of his crime, he threw himfelf at the feet
of the king, with a rope about his neck,
and obtained his pardon. Philip de Valms
being vanquithed; and feeking an afylum,
arrived about the middle of the night at the
gate of a caftle; he called to-have it
opened ; the keeper of the caftle defired to
know to whom; Open, fays he, it is the
fortune of France.” A gay expreﬁion in {o

dreadful a chancre
~ Edward was ma(’ccr of too much ad-
drefs to neglect the advaptagcs ‘which for-
04 . = tuned
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refounded with cties; a dreadful uncer-
tainty froze their hearts: at length Eu..
ﬁ:ace de St P:crre addrefied them, and de-
selarc e firft to die to fave
e people | roftrated

~they bghﬁﬂ him
en John Dairre, his
hiers, ‘whofe name was

. S, imitated the noble

mple which Euftace had fet them:
hxﬁory has not tranfmitted to pof’tenty
the names of the two others. Thefe fix
patriots, conduéted by theirilluftrious com-

- mander, appeared at the Englith camp,
feeble and pale, being exhaufted by fatigue -
and famine. The nebles were loud in thexr:
praife, and the prince of Wales ftrongly
interceded for their llVCS, but Edward gave:
orders for their execution. The queen,
however, threw herfelf at his feet, and dif--
armed his rage. All the inhabitants of.
Calais were fent away, and the city was
repeopled by the Englifh, in whofe hand
it remained till the year 1558. I fupprefs
all reflexion on this celebrated example of
patriotifm, becaufe our own feelings muft
teach us to adore virtue wherever 1t is dif-

“ played without a veil. . Thefe fatal events
reduced France to defpair; the foldiers
refufed to fight, the people to pay excel-
five taxes, and arbitrary alterations of the

O35 Bt value -

L




opprefiions &
be concealed ] : FOY
them out of the ] om: not fo much
- perhaps to get rid of them as to feize upon.
the treafure they had amaffed.. The trea-
durer of the affarts was condemned to a re-

~ fhitution of a hundred thoufand florins,
which he had the addrefs to-reduce to half|
the fum. To complete the mifery of this!
wretched, nation, the‘plague, after having
depopulated Afia and Africa, fpread itfelf’
in Europe ; infomuch that they buried five.
hundred in a day from the hotel Dieu of
Pans alone. This chaftifement gave birth:

~ to a fect of fanatics, called fcourgers, wha
- ran about the country and' town, tearing
their thoulders with whips, to expiate, as
they faid, the fins of the world. The king,

_ by the advice of the Sorbon, forbid, under
 fevere penalties, their affemblies and prac-
tices, fo likely to difturb the minds of

‘ e ol wead

- £
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weak people. Immeédiately upon this pro--
“hibition, the folly of the fcourgers dege-
~ nerated into robbery; but contempt and
authority brought them to their duty. .~

g

better times,
Unfortunate
ALTTHC lalt, UOUOR ehe luperiority of his |
enemy, and lhis want of political fkill : to

though he was not the inventor of it, but
had only increafed it. Edward III. for
that reafon, called him the author of the
Salic law. Let us obferve here, with Mr.
Henault, that the north countries want the
degree of heat neceffary for the making of
falt, and that fuch fituations as are beyond
the forty-fecond degree of latitude; fuch
as Spain, make afalt too corrofive, that eats
and deftroys the meat inftead of preferving
it. But in France alone you find a tempe-
rate climate fit to make falt; and it isin-
deed what moft enriches the kingdom. .
The cardinal de Richlieu, in his Political
‘Teftament, fays,that he has known the moft
intelligent of the fuperintendants equal the
income of the tax gathered from the falt-
pans, to that which-the Indies brought the
king of Spain. This tax, levied with ex-
e 6 treme
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treme rigour, and laid in,fo heavy a man-
ner, on a’'commodity fo common and fo
neceflary, cauied from that time frequent |
difputes in the nation. B

. Humbert i, the.
ing inconfolable
and refolved ¢
ed in 1349
condition t ;
dom fhould enjoy
title of Dauphin,
fhould be incorp kingd
if the empire fhoul - reunited to the
crown: from thence it is that the arders of
the king, though general, are received in
this province as in a feparate ftate, under |
the title and with the arms of the dauphin
‘of Viennois. The pope acquired Avignon |
much about the fame time. Jean, the |
queen of Naples, having murdered hcrj
hufband, and fled into Provence, fold it to 1
Clement V1. for forty-five thoufand florins |
of gold. The crufade of the Albigenfes
had already joined the county of Venaifin .
io the holy {fee. The extreme neceffity of
Jean procured them this new acquifitions
which was the more valuable, being ftill

8

the feat of the fovereign pontiffs. = |
- In this reign, the mode of the French |
drefs was altered. From long, which was |
the former cuftom, it became very fhort. o

: e > The 8
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The princes ofsthe blood drefled ftill in
the fame way, as being much more conve-
nient, as well as giving a dignity to the
wearer. Luxury increafed with public ca-
jvagance was as great

coarfe.

IO

JOHN fucceeded to the throne of his fa-

ther at forty years old, ufed to bufinefs,
fufficiently educated, but too weak to re-
fift ftorms, and too fiery to govern with dif-
cretion in the midft of trouble and diforder.
In the opening of his reign, he beheaded,
without any trial, the count of Eu, who,
by his quality as conftable, was looked on
as the next perfon to himfelf in the ftate.
This officer, once nothing more than an
infpeétor of the ftables, was now become
a perfon of confequence to the crown, and
commander in chief of the army. Princes
appiied for this place. We are ignorant
what was the crime which was laid to the
charge of the count of Eu ; fome think he
had held correfpondence with the king of
England; others, that he was facrificed to
the ambition of Charles of Spain, who was
appointed to fill his place.. Whatever it
was, this defpotic act made all the nobility,
E already

A
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already greatly foured by the Tofs of“ﬂe’hém

ancient privilepes, rebel, inclined the
people to lock with an eye of indifference
on the misfortunes of v
In order to 1 :
who are alwa
‘thought of crea
hood, after the e
who had infhituted ¢
he did not confide : i)
are beftowed tco lavithly are no longer
coveted. The prudent Edward had fixed
the number of his knights to twenty-fix
he, on the contrary, received five hun-
dred into his order of the ftar. The num-
ber was very foon increafed, and this new
order, in-its birth, appeared an object fo
little worthy of ambltlon, that the {uccef-
for of John abandoned it to the knights of
the watch. o
Charles of Evreux, king of Navarre, ﬁr—i‘
named the Wicked, endowed with, or
rather foiled with all thc vices of the worft
of criminals, was born to be the caufe of
mifery to his native country, France.” His
alliance with the ‘king, whofe daughter he
married, only made him more able to ex-
ecute his pernicious defigns. Jealous of
the conftable, Charles of Spain, he had him
affaffinated, and dared even to boaft of his
murder. The death of a prince ofi lec |
blood,
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: blood and his favourite, threw king John
into afunous rage. He fwore inftant ven-
geance; but a fear, which he could not
help feelmg of the affaffin, obliged him to
bmit to a ﬁrght fatisfaétion, and at the
fer it to be looked on as a

tunity of fecuring " He fuddenly’
difappeared from the court, ard went pri=
vately to Avignon, where he endeavoured
by every means to counterwork the nego-
ciations of peace between France and Eng-
land. At length the king could no longer
fmother his anger; it broke out with vio-
lence, and he feized the land which Charles
poflefled in Normandy. Charles, on his
{ide, raifed the ftandard of rebellion. He
could have been eafily cruthed; but John
forefaw no confequences, and therefore took
no meafure to prevent them: he thought
it happy to purchafe peace by favouring
ftill more a dangerous ungrateful rebel.

The perfidious vaffal was not tardy to fig-
nalize himfelf by new villanies; for the
wicked are always encouraged by being
able to fin with impunity. The dauphin,
afterwards Charles V. feduced by his arti-
ﬁces, was on the point of abandoning the

kmgdom



so4: ELEMENTS @F THE @
kingdom: the natural goodaefs of h1s hear‘t;-l
\i’topped a little the
- Mean Wlule, Edward ;
new entcrprxzcs. Ly
renewed ﬁncc the

made a lawin
no propofal fhould be admitted thout the
unanimous concurrence of the three orders.
. Thus the third ftate, once enflaved by the
 clergy and nobility, now yielded nothing of
thexr authority, but became in France “the
fame as the commons were in England.
Nothing is more likely to inftil the love of
a country than to make the citizens concur-
rence neceffary in public affairs. Notwith-
ftanding, the ftates-general never produced |
any thing which turned to much advan-
tage, owing, in fome meafure, to the un- |
certainty of their rights, which made them
in want of good laws to maintain harmony; |
and the different orders divided among
them made them mind lefs the good of the |
whole, than their own refpective preten-
fions. Hiftory does'the juftice to the third
ftate to acknowledoe, it often difglaycd a
: greater
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gveater zeal for the true intereft of their
country, than the others did: thefe men,
in becoming free, became citizens. This
affembly agreed to- raife thirty thoufand

' fpcars, or men of arms. Evcry {pear to have
Sl

of thls, was obhged 1nvanably, to fix the
value of money, and renounce, for him-

felf and his fucceffors, the right of taking

from the people provifions, chariots, horfes,

&c. He engaged for {till more, which was,

not to conclude either peace, war, or truce,

but by the advice of deputies, chofen from

thefe three orders. - The fubfidies being
found infufficient, another aﬁ"embly, ‘held

fome months afterwards, changed it to a

general tax of head-money, levied on all
his fubjets, without excepting even princes
or prelates. It was proportioned to the cir-
cumftances of the perfon ; and is certainly
‘the moft equitable of all taxes, prov1dcd it
could be exaltly caculated. .

The king had done violence to the impe-
tuofity of %'us temper, in feeming to over-
look the crimes of Charles the Wicked; he
only waited an opportunity to revenge it.
: Havmg
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Having furprifed him ong day atRouen, he;ﬂ

 took him prifoner, with the lords who at- |

tended him- xcefs

GO went
over to England, and acknowledging Ed-
ward for king of France, prefled him to
the execution of his fatal defigns.

‘The prince of Wales, firnamed the Blac
Prince, from the colour of his armov
famous by the battle of Crefly, rava
Limoufin, Auvergne, Berri, and Poit
John reaffembled his troops, after hav

- fworn to fight in whatever place he fhoull
find his enemies. The two armies m
_near Poitiers; that of France confifted
fourfcore thoufand men ; “that of Engl
of eight thoufand only. The Black Prin
was intrenched in an advantageous fituatio
but without power either to advance or 1
treat. He was already in want of pr
fions, and the prefling him hard for thr
or four days would infallibly have rcdub
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him to furrender. ; He even now offered
to return his prifoners, give up his con-
quelts, and fign a truce of feven years.
The king demanded, that he thould like-
wife renacr himf{el and ‘5‘ dred prin-

ey prifoners.
t he would
1 his hand.

: force him
Tto Ty . oming to
attion ; but he imprudently preferred the
rifks of a battle. There was never a
more unfortunate one for France. The
Englith fo well managed the advantage
which the ground gave them, and part of
the French were {o overcome with terror,
that two-thirds of them were very foon
routed. John, at the head of the corps .
which he commanded, defended himfelf
like a true hero: without helmet, wounded
in the face, and furrounded by death, he
ftill cut down, with the ftroke of the axe,
thofe who dared to approach him. When
his ftrength was quite exhaufted, a knight
attacked and prefled him to yield: ¢ To
¢ whom thould I yield?’ faid the king,
¢ Where is my coufin the prince of Wales ?
¢ If I could fee him, I would {peak to him.’
The knight replying, that the prince was
at a great diftance : ¢ And, who are you ?*
replied the monarch; when he found it

. was
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king of Navarre was not forgotten ; he was
‘known to have withdrawn from the battle
of Poitiers in a precipitate manner. - In-
* deed the diftruft the nation had of him,
& appeared but too well grounded He met

fe his genius,
im that pru-
the finking
werhe(t leflons are
n th adverfity. The
dauphm foon percelved how ill affected the
{tates were towards him. Inftead of expref-
fing a zeal to furnith him neceffary fuc-
cours, they endeavoured to make him
purchafe them on fuch conditions as were
incompatible with fovereign authority.
They demanded the depriving of the chan-
cellor, and the chief magiftrates, of their
office; and that the council fhould be
compofed of twenty-eight out of their own
corps ; that the affembly fhould be pro-
d{)]ed until a certain time; and that he,
fhould render it permanent.” Such an af-’
fembly as this might be called truly dan-
oerous. The prince difmiffed them, under
a pretence that he could take no refolution
without firft confulting his father. At the
head of the faction was Robert Cocks, bi-
fhop of Laon, a declared enemy to his

matfter, Who, from a middling ftation, had
. raifed
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raifed him to the higheft dignities; ang
Stephen Marcel, provoft of the merc ts

of Paris, 2 man whofe confcience gave
no check, whefe delight was to do mifc
and whofe breaft was a ftrar
He covered, u
the moft crim
two men aimed
monarchy,
Deprived of ¢
the dauphin had recour, ,
which was too common, the alt i
the coin. Now Marcel no longer conceal-
ed his defigns. He raifed a fedition among
the people. The Parifians, till then faith
ful, gave themfelves up all at once to re-|
bellion. It was now neceffary to call the
ftates a fecond time together, in order to
make them mafters : all authority was
placed in their hands, and the dauphin
bowed beneath the yoke. Fortunately, the
.prifoner king concluded a truce of two
years. Carried to London, he had receiv-
ed fuch honours as might have made the
French blufh for their perfidy. By his|
order, the dauphin forbid their receipt of a
fubfidy, which he had been at infinite pains
to obrain, The factious chiefs “were not
willing to lofe the management of the
finances; for which reafon they endea-
voured to perfuade the people, that this
i - fuppr_eﬁiong
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fuppreflion of the tax was an attempt
againft their country. The multitude,
blinded by the fpirit of cabal, believed
this tale, and fuffered them to enrich them-
felves at their expence. .
. There wanted no greater curfe to the
. naton, than the liberty of the king of
i Navarre. A cert4i’ nobleman releafed
‘him from prifon, and Cocks and Marcel
obliged the dauphin to receive himi: he
entered Paris <in triumph, and harangued
the populace, who, enchanted by his elo-
quence, fet at liberty all the prifoners ; his
party was apparently increafed by this
crowd of villains. At length, after having
attempted the life of the heir of the crown,
he raifed an army, and Marcel, with his
accomplices, declared themfelves highly in
his favour. The rebels wore a cap, part
‘red ‘and part blue, which was defigned as
a mark of diftinction (they did not then ,
wear hats). All Paris was full of thefe
caps ; but the univerfity forbid the dottors
+ and ftudents the wearing them. - The uni-
verfity was in fufficient reputation for this
example to have fome weight.
~ The dauphin, mean while, was the {port
of the feditious, a flave in fome degree to
the bifhop of Laon, who put himfelf at
the head of the council. In vain did the
dauphin ftrive againft the torrent. He even
' conde-
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not prevent, and the gob1lxty, :
in war, maflacred them on all ﬁdes
party of the dauphin grew daily ftronge
and that of the rebels fenfibly declined.
This prince acted now with more coura
than prudence. He befieged Paris. ;T'
kmg of Navarre, with many of the
tious people, went Gut of the city. Mar-
cel, on the edge of a precipice, without|
hope of pardon, undertook to put t
-finifhing ftroke to his attempts ; his defign |
was to go {ecretly to the Navarre monarcm
engaging to introduce him privately into
Paris, in order to maffacre, with the help of:
his {oldiers, all the party belonging to th’f_
regent, and to have him crowned kmg o_
France by the bithop of Laon, the con-
ftant enemy of the royal family. When|
the hour arrived for this execution, Mar-
cel, at the dead of the night, appeared a at |
the gate of St. Anthony, Wthh he. ougl
to have delivered up; John Maillard, a*
generous citizen, either having had ﬂ
hmt of the plot, or fufpeéting fomethmg,l,_
all at once came upon him and reproached
him with his perfidy. A denial from the

rovolt was followed by a mortal ftroke |
which Maillard gave him on the head. ‘
The alarm was fpread from ftreet to ftreet. |
The treafon and death’ of this wicked

man was made public; his accomphccs-
‘ were
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