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 CHAP. 1.

THE greatest confusion was occa-
sioned at the pallazio of Conte Man-
fred by the absence of Victoria.

“The neighbouring woods and houses
were strictly searched, and the minutest

inquiries made inevery part of Genoa.

All the gondoleiri in the city were
clgsel)* examined, rewards offered them,
and Sugh prevailing measures employed

e i e = for
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for her recovery as not}mg but the
~ cautxous management of prgnolettl
“and his companions could have render- -

ed utterly abortive. :

" The gondoleiri persiéted, w'itho'ut.-
variation, in their assertions that no
person of her description had left Ge-
noa in their gondolas.:

This unexpected misfortune sunk
dcep in the heart of the contessa,
whose health, naturally delicate, wasun-

_able to support so terrible a calamity.’

Conte Manfred, seeing the 'dreaglful
change that grief had occasioned, for 4
long time almost hourly dreaded her
,di'sslolution, as the result of her conti-

nued laments. =

|
He
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He was thereforec unable to make
&ujy'\"resea‘;ches in person, and was
obliged to rely on the efforts of the se-
 veral parties he had sent different ways

in_ s.earch of his daughter.

‘The arrival of the Duca de Rodol-
-pho at this period at Genoa cohtribUted,
as he had intended it should, to lull
the suspicion that had naturally arisen’
in Conte Manfred’s breast, of his being
the author of Victoria’s ‘disappea_r- '

.ance.,

W:hen Alphongo had seen the unfor-
tunate Leonora de Gonzales safe within
the walls. o]f the convent, lie' turned his
steps towards Genoa, in hopes that
there he should be able to find Hu-
bert. - S
. g2 After
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Aftera long and fatlo'umg Joumey, {
he at léngth nea.ched that cnty but
wlat was his horror and anguish to
hear that the beloved 1dol of his heart

was mlssmg ;

He repaired imniediatelyv' to the resi-
dence of Conte Manfred and was in-
_stantly admitted to him.

The good contev' seemed, with the ex-
cess of his grief at the increasing and
alarming illness of his amiable wife,
and the loss of his beloved daughter,
to be fast sinking in the grave
himself.

He seemed somewhat* pleased to see
Alphonso, for whom he bad a sincere
regard '; but, unable to speak he

: i pressed

. -
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pressed his band, and pointed to a

seat.

Alphonso respected his feelings, and:
endeavoured to controul his own, which

raged unceasing in his bosom, -

- When Manfred at length recited to
him the sad particulars of the loss of
.V-ictoria, he hid his face in his mantle,
and for 4 while gave vent to his heart-
. felt sorrow. :

At len.gth he arose from his seat.

« The moments,” said "he, mourn-
fullg', “ are precious. This hour will
I leave_Gengé,iand from that black
villain, Rodolpho (for too fatally am
I convinced that Victoria is”in his

B3 power),
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_ pbwer) will I (.leman'd. her; and per-
haps hcaven ‘will be so kind as to smile

on my endeawours to restore her ‘to

your arms.’

“ Alphonso,”” sald Manfred; * be
- mot precipitate.  Your single arm
could effect little against the armed
hosts of Rodolpho. |

“ Glo, then, my friend, and seek to
assure 301|rself whether my poor. chxld .

“is in s castello or not.’

« Should she be there, the forces of
the state shall be cmployed to reduce
its lofty walls, and liberate her: but I
much doubt that the duca has perpe-
trated this atrocious act, as he has been

. 3'
for some time at Genoa. Nevertheless,

my



. MONTONL, i A
my friend, go ; and may Heaven grant

~ you success in your search !’

" Alphonso took a hasty leaveof Man-
fred, and instantly embarked for Savo-
" na, as the most expeditious mode of

reaching the Castello de Rodolpho.

A favourable breeze soon wafted his
bark to the destined port.

~ After he had travelled for -three
days; he arrived in the vicinity of the

' Castello de Rodolpho. Recollecting
a cave which was in the wood on one
side of the castello, he bent his steps
~towards it, intending to remain con-
cealed there, till night had spread her
dusky-veil over the face of nature.

B 4 . , 'The
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The azure blue of tﬂe heavens had, -
for some time, been hid from the view
by dark-lour‘ing‘ clouds, which row
poured forth their watery stores on the
earth.

#  Alphonso arrived at the cave, weary
and drenched with the rain, which pe-
netrated the joints of his armour.

From an eminence which commanded
a view of the castello, " Alphonso per-
ceived that the banmers of the duca

-

were not on the walls. &

- From this circumstance, he ‘con-
cluded that he was not there, which

" vexed him, because he thought that
Victoria,” if she was in his power,:
would,in all probability, be with }tim;
and
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and thatr therefore his long Journey

was ‘tfrmtless.

The cavern ‘which he entered for
shelter w?agpﬁgréat extent, ‘and full of
',roué"ﬁ cra;gs'- and brambles, which ren-
dered a great part of the interior im-
passable. L1
- #While Alphonso, seated on a piece
of rock, was pensively ruminating on-
his misfortunes, and awaiting the close
of day, he was suddenly disturbed by .

the sound of borsemen ;}j)pljbaching. "

Not wishing to be seen, he hastlly)
retxred into the remote parts of the ca-
vern, to escape their notice; for hecon-
, cluded that, like himself, they were
B5 : seeking
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sceking its friendly covert from the

storm sthat raged without.

The travellers, now entering}the ca-
vern, having tied their horses to the
~drees which were before it, struck a

light. '

: Gathering some o‘f ‘the withered
branches which 1ay about the place,
they soon made a fire, which illumined

the rugged walls with its cheerful
b}aze.

Alphonso was rather alarmed at this
circumstance ; for , observing from their
dress that they belonged to the duca,
he was fearful of being discovered ;
and éxistence was precious to him,

§ now
\ { «
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now that Victoria was in need of his

b

. s
services. .

'~ From his place of retreat, .*Iphonso
~now observed a person in earnest con-
versation with four or five of the duca’s

domestics, whom he had taken apart.

From the well-remembered tones of
his voice, he recognized him to be

his deadly enemy, Torralto. -

The subject of their discourse was
himsélf; and from it he learned, that,
they had just co_me.. from Genoa, -
where they had been long in search of

him. .

« How unfortunate it was,”” said
Torralto, *that we never could get

B 6 a convenient

>
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a convenient opportunity to sheath our
aaggers in his heart! I wonder where
Manfred has secreted him. The duca
is so ai'xious. to rid himself of the
fears he entertains respecting Al-
phonso by his death, that T am certain
1f any of you should succeed, he would

~ double the reward he bas promised.”

1 would travel Haly over,” said
one of the men, ““ to serve his excel-
lenza; for it must be confessed he is
very liberal when he wants these sorts
of jobs performed ; butl without the

~smallest information to guide 6ne, it

wounld be useless.”

““ A little patience,” said another,
« and we shall fall inr him with some
~ day gor other. . Who would “have
» thought
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thought that we should 50 easily have
got the Slgnora, the daughter of Conte
Manfred, when she was almost within
hearing of the people at his pal-
lazio 2

« Ay,” said  the man who spoke
first, “that affair was, indeed, well
managed ; but Spignoletti is as cun-

ning as the diavoio himself.”’

Alphonso, the better to hear fhe con-
verse of these men, which was so inte-
resting to him, had climbed up to a
projecting piece of the rock, on which
he supported himself, but which un-
fortunately at this- moment gave way
with his weight. In falling to the
ground, he incautiously uttered an ex-
clamation. ‘ >

. .
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At the sound b bid voice, Torralto
and the men who were ‘with S -
started, and; “drawing their swords,
rushed forwards to the place from
whence the noise had proceeded, in
order to find who it was that had thus
overheard their converse.

Fortunately, at that eventful mo-
ment, a blast of wind entered the cave,
" which, scai;teung wide the burning

branches, soon extinguished them.

- The men now stopped, unable to ad-

vance for want of light.

" Alphonso,  determining to take that
opportunity of effecting his escape,
drew his sword, and retreated amongst
_ the bushes. '

‘ ' ,(The '
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~ The rustling noise which he made
terrified the men.

Uncertain of the number of people
‘ﬁléy might have to _encouhter, they
suddenly left the cavern, and, after a
short debate, mounted their horses,
and departed. :

Alphonso blessed Heaven for this
great and wonderful mterp051t10n in

his favoux

When they were gone some time,
and the sounds of their horses’ feet
were no longer heard, he collected the
scattered embers, which he blew into

a flame.

Having,
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Having hghted a w1thered bra;nch
be advanced into the recesses of the
cave, in order to examine a part which
had attracted his notice while it was
illumined by the fire which Rodolpho s
people had kindled,

Here was a heap of faggots, piled

up against one of the rocks.

- These he imagined could hardly be
placed there for the mere purpose of
their preservation ; and in that idea he

afterwards found he was right.

On removing them, he perceived a
small door, which being unfastened, he

~ opened it.
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ﬂée- fe‘ntgred- a vaulfed’passage, the

walls of which were mouldering away; -

and, from the chilﬁng damp air within,

the place did not appear to have been
used for é.gres:t 1engfh of time.”

Without reflecting whither it might
lead him, and indulging a hope that,
like the subterranean passage at Men-
toni, this one niighf lead to the interior
of the Castello de Rodolpho, he hurried

on.

: e ;
* . After various turnings and wind-
ings, he arrived at the foot of a stone

staircase.

Here his light, which had hitherto
e e enabled
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enabled him to proceed through these
dreary passages, failed him. '
Alp]ioxis'o; however, ascended the
steps, which were of great length, and. :
dangerous, from the many delapida-

tions.caused by the hand of time.

Still, bdwever; his hopes urged him
on; and, arriving at the summit, by
the ligIIt of the moon, which entered a
casement, he discovered that he place
he was in appeared to be an apart-

ment.

He was unable to judge as to its ex-
tent; but, on looking through the
casement, he found, to his- delight,

' i - that
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that he was n(‘)v.v in the interior : of the
‘gastello. ,

From the conversation he had over-
beard, he had every reason to suppose
that Victoria was in the _cagféllpL

He well knew that its remote si- =
‘tuation and ~concealed ‘chambers were
“well adapted for such a pu'rp_ose. ;

Knowing the duca so well as he did,
he was well assured that he would
pever ye@ure to bring'hef to Genoa,
where her detention would soon be

discovered,

. He thefefore, now that he had ef-
fected an entrance within its walls un-
5 : ; percei\:ed,
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- perceived, determmed to examme every
- part of 1t -
> ‘ &
From Tus present observatmns, be
Judged he was in the western wmg, ‘
and leaﬁvmg ‘the chamber, passed.
through a long corndor and ascend-
_ing some stairs, came’ to a gallery
‘ which communicated with several
'clxambel‘s, ;

This part. of the castello had been
for many years uninhabited, and there-

- fore was ,v'er)‘r. ruinous’y 'Pm‘an)‘r of the
casements in the gallery were broken
by the storms, and most of the cham-
bers being no longer habitable, the
dﬁ‘é'a had ordered . the communica- 7
tions with it from the other partsto be

- closed up.-

While
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Whlle Alphonso was look;ng through
the casemknt which aﬂ'orded a view
\f the court—_yard, he dlstmctly saw’
two men, one of whom carried a torch
pass hastlly by an opposne casement
he was unable to recogmze who they
were, but fancied one of them,“, was

Spignoletti.

~ Alphonso passed some time in sur-
veying the deserted western chambers,
in doing which he was often obhged‘,
to wait till the dar_k clouds, which
-were floating in the vast’aerial ex-
panse, ceased te prevent the pale lamp
of night from shedding her welcome
beams on the earth, :

He had travereed a great mai\y
-places which were utterly .unknown
: to
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'to him, when, in a small apartment‘
which appeared to be on a level with
the court—yard, a heap of something
in acorner, on which the moon shone,
attracting his attention, he stooped
down to examinex its it was a long
bla%& mantle, rotten with age ; it ap-
peared like one of those which former-
ly were much worn by persons of dis-

tinction.

On his attemptintr‘to raise it, it fell
to pieces in his hand Other O‘a.rments
then appeared, beneath which, havmg
removed, he beheld the ghastly head
of a skeleton. He started at a sight so
; u[‘letpccted when suddenly a hollow
blast of wind shook the edifice; a fold-
ing portal at the further extremity

of thé chamber flew wide on its massy
i hinges,
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“hinges, - and"a ‘glaring light shone

through the opening.

Clad in complete armour, with the
“vizor down, ‘a form appeared stand-
ing beneath the archway of the por-
tal; onc arm held a truncheon, the other

rested on a sword.” Alphonso was
struck with amazement, for the ﬁvute
exactly resembled that of the painting
of the late Duca& Rodo]pho

The figure remaihed motionless for

some moments beneath‘ the portal, and

Alphonso heard the following words—

* The maid of thy bosom demands
thy assistance, delay not a moment to
: rescue her, and when circumstances
- permit, “give to those mortal remains
the
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the last holy rltes of the church for
~once in them dwelt the volce sk
now warns thee of the danger of het

« who is so dear to thee.”

This said, the fdrm; slowly ra‘isiﬁg
‘the hand on which was the trunchean,
pointed to an opposite portal, and sud-
" denly the light died away, and the
‘supern,athral* appearance was no longer

visible. - E R

Alphonso, though lost in amaze-
ment, n«_sglected x.nét to’ (;;omply" with
the words of the form, and hastily
approaclling thé. door, which he open-
ed, entered a large ghajnber, which
ﬁaé én’%ire]y destitute ' of furniture ;
there he 1ooked around hlm and hsten-

- &d, but.all was silent. W
A\few
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A few Tstepé‘ at one énd of the room
attracting his attention, he approached ‘
+ them, and saw )at the bottom a door
under a low archway, the fastenings 'of»

which were on the outside:

While he was epdeavoﬁring to loose
‘them, he heard a low noxse as of peo-’ '
ple in conversation, and presently after
it grew louder, and a faint scream,
like that of a female, ass_;ailed- his

ears.

He néw redoubled his exertions,
and had nearly drawn the bolts which
were rusted in the wall, when the
screams became more violent, and he
distinetly heard a. female voice beg-
ging for mercy ; instantly he recog=
mzed it to be Vlcwna gi;  ant; wild _

gOL 11, ¢ with'
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with' horror and dlstractlon, he tore
away the yet remaining 1mped1ment=
and throwing the door open, rushed '
in, and beheld her struggling in the
firm grasp of the Duca de Rodolpho,
ber lovely hair all in disorder, her gar-
ments tore, and her pale quivering lips
beseeching of heaven to protect her.

lee the lion, who, traversmv the
wild Numidian wastes, nearly famish-
ed, beholds 2 tyger feasting on 2
newly-slain heifer, suddenly he erects
his mane, his eyes glare with rage, his
long talons are protended, and he flies
with irresistible fury on his hated foe.

So rushed Alphonso on the duca:
he waited not to draw his sword,

but with his gauntlet struck him fo
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the floor, qu Vactorm, raising’ her .
tearful eyes, beheld ﬁphonso once:
more her deliverer.

The horrors of her late - dreadful '
situation had nearly rendered her sense-
Iess, but animated by the presencéﬁbf :
her lover, who raised her up, she
exerted herself, and leaning on his
arm, left the éhamber? ~and guided
by him, proceeded in the direction
of that part where he had gained an
entrance into the caste]lo by’!he sub-

terraneous passage.

The agitation of Alphonso, lest he
should be pursued by. the emissaries
of the duca, and his often sktoppin.o' to
endeavour to recollect his Way, cqg—
s1derably lengthened. the time before
. CoT _they
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they arrived at thes sta;rs which “led

to the pas;%e which communicated
with the cavern. :

The weather, which had at inter-
vals been fine and serene, now again |
chang'ed; the wind arose, and drove
together the dark clouds, and as they
traversed the passage, could hear lt ’
howling through the turrets above.

Victoria, clinging “to the arm of
Alphc;:so silently proceeded, for -she
was confident that her safefy was ex-

| tremely doubtful, and feared to speak .
lest she should be heard. :
At length they entered the cavern
where  Alphonso so miraculously
escaped destrugtion; and when they
' .. ) : - arrived
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amved at the entrance, he extin- :
guished the lamp which ke had taken
from Victoria’s chamber. *

The shades of night had now enve
loped the earth with more than usual
darkness, when the trembling Vic-
toria, leaning on the ‘arm of Alphonso,
entered the mazes of the forest, and
proceeded as quick as possibie; hoping
by their exertions to escape being dis-
covered by the vassals of Rodolpho.

The thick underwood impeding their
progress, they procecded with diffi-
cultir, while the storm, breaking forth
‘in all its fury, vented on them its mer-
ciless rage, and Victoria’s thin gar-
ments were soon drenched with the
rain.s ﬂ -

C 8 . *»'This
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This was, however, no time to seek
a shelter, and Alphonso, knowmg that =
atfittle more than a leagues from the
castello there was a convent of Ursu-
lines, where Victoria would be in
‘safet)\r, hastily directed his steps to-

wards it. .

When Victoria had recovered in
some degfee from her terrors, she
asked" Alphonso if he had lately seen
her parents He shuddered at -her.
questlon, for the’ g_iangerqus state in
which he had left the contessa scarcely :
admitted of a hope that she yet lingered
in existence; and perhaps, too, “thel ;
 sorrowing Manfred might also have »'_‘
‘follmcved her pure spirit to regions
of eternal joys. o o

The
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- The present moment, however, was
i1l suited to inform Victoria of the
real situation of her family, andéhe
therefore evaded as much as he possi-
bly could without exciting suspicion,
to answer correctly her frequent ques-
tions.

They were now proceeding along'
one of the beaten paths which Ied
through the forest to the castello,
 when suddenly the noise of horses” -
feet was distinctly heard between the
raging gusts of wind. They seemed
rapidly approaching them, and' Al-
phonso had scarcely time to lead Vic-
toria from the path, and to conceal
themselves in the recesses of the forest.
when the party rode by.

04' 25/ Chat
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That the men were in pursuit of .
them could not be dnub(ted, and Al-
phonse thought it would be most ad-
viseable for them to remain where :
they were till the morning dawned,
which would enable them better to
find out the: way to the convent,
‘through the devious paths of the fo-
rest, with greater safety ; but scareely
had ﬁﬁey made choice of the shelter of
) clﬂmp'of' oaks from. the pitiless pelts
ing of the rain, when the party were
again heard returning.

They stopped at ‘thaf’i;an‘t of the
road which Alphonso had quittéd, in
‘order to seek the concealment of the
forest, and from which he, being but
a siort distance, could distinpﬂ_y hear
their discourse. <
‘ : « I tell
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i tell you,”” said one, “ that I
am certai this_was the place where
I had a é‘limpse of them.—Suppose we
search just about here ?*’

To this the rtest agreed, and Al-
phonso drew his evord. i mler. to
protect his trembling charge; but
hardly had he done so, whgn;ﬁe was
observed, and the whale party riding

up, commanded him:to surrender.
.

< Mot while I have life,”” returned
Alphonso ; “ whoever -advances one '

pace further dies.”

One of the men hearing this, spur-
red his‘horse, and furiously drove at
him with his long battle spear. Al-
phionso, with some. difficulty, avoided

i ch . the
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the intended thrust, and at the same mo-
ment sheathed his sword iti his body.
Groaning: he fell off his horse, Whicﬁ
‘Alpho'nso seizing, leaped into the sad-
dle, and, ‘uri;dauntﬁa'd by their numbers,
when he had Victoria to protect, rode
up, and with his single arm opposed
their riumeroqs weapons.

Already two of those who dared
to face him sunk beneath the keen
edge of his sword, and the rest see-
ing the fate of their comrades, drew
1b§ck£

: 'Alphdnso, seeing this, rode up to
Victoria, and was helping her to as-
cend the ho‘fse, when the party ad-
vanced, and he was obliged to desist.
The conflict” was dreadful, but still
 Alpkonio

-



: MONTONI, 35

Alphonso was unhurt, and he began
to h’ope that he should be able to effect:
the escape of his beloved Victoria,
when, his horse’s feet entangling in the :
underwood and long;trailing brambles,
he feH, and in that instant, while he
' was endeavouring to free himself from
the horse, the whole party rushed on
him, and havihg- disarmed him they
tied his hands and placed him on a
horse, and one of them having also
set ‘the trémbling, fainting Victoria
before Bim on his steed, they proceeded
towards the Castello de ‘Rodolpho,
where they shortly after arrived.

The duca, who was stunned by the
b‘lbw he had received, lay for a short
time senseless on ' the floor of the
chamber : when hé recovered he found

; c6 : himself
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hlmself in the dark, and {o all ap-

e

pearance a‘lone

Wkat a mement of horror was that
to the fearfatRodolpho ! To be"falone
in the very chamber where his unfor-

' tunate wife had become a victim to his
erue]t:;,vlandv where her remains- yet

lay.: #

Trembling he arose, and, having
found out the door, hastily repaired
“to Spignoletti, who was waiting his -
return at the end of the corridor, and,
having made him acquainted with
what had passed, ordered him to pro-
ceed immediately. to the ‘spot where
Torralte and his people were awaiting
his coming, and to direct’ them to
search thé wood for Alphonso and
: Vlctorla,
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Victoria, and to bring him, if possible,
alive fo the' castello, that he might
Jhave the horrible satisfaction of re-
venging himself for the blow he had
received, by the tortures which it was
his intent he should endure. :

How, unfortunately for Alphonso
and Victoria, those orders were ebeyed
has been related, and they were im-
mediately conducted into the presence
of the duca, who, when he cast his
malignant eyes on Alphonso, hls coun-
tenance changed to a ghast]y paleness,
and the emotions he suffered from some
unknown cause were visible to all

around.

At length he seemed to endeavour
to shé,ke of the sudden terror which bad
seized
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seized him, and assuming a furious
S
look— 2

"‘Vile slave,” said he, “tis, well,
thou art now my prisoner, and for thy
daring act in lifting thy hand against
thy lord, the second dawn shall see thy
detested features blackéning on the
ilighest turret of my castello, and thy
liml.)s,"yet quivering with the most ex-
cruciating pangs which the torturous
rack can inflict, shall be cast to feed

the hungry ‘vultures.”

 Duca,”’ replied Alphonso, ““know
that I do not fear thy threats: ‘tis
true I am now in thy power, and my
crime, no doubt,- in thy sight is dread-
ful, for it was preventing thee the
commission of an offence, black and
' detestable

«
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detestable in the eyes of the 'ﬁends o.f
hell ; but knbw that the hour of retri-
bution is at hand ; that there is a just
and terrible power above, terrible in-
deed to thee, thou most abhorred of
men. But why do I waste my time
by holding converse with so fell a ty-
rant, who can opi)ress an unprotected
female. Lead me to my dungéon, its
solitude will have a thousand charms,
for there I ¢an ruminafe on the scenes
of happiness, which, I trust, willawait
me iﬁ another world, where the mur-
derer and oppressor. of the innocent

will be for ever banished.””

¢ Guards!” exclaimed the almost .
frantic duca, away. with him this
moment ! Why do you suffer this

wretched

-
03
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«

~ wretched slave to yent his insolence in
my presence ? thain‘ him with your
heaviest fetters to the humid-ground of
the deepest dungeon'beheath Coredo :
there shall he remain “excluded the
light of Heaven ; an inmate with the
poisonous reptiles whose pertiferous
breath shall taint the air he"inhales,
till the most dreadful engines-of tor-
ture ever formed by the ferfile inven-

tion of man can be prepared.”

Victoria, unable to support the tor-
.menting idea of the sad fate of Al-
phonso, now threw herself on her knees

before the savage Rodelpho.

¢« Duca;” said she, ““in pity hear me;
let me whom you have so greatly
~wronged

A
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wfenged implore you to spare Alphon-
so0; taint not your name with a deed so
foul, so horrible as his murder.” -

*

“ What, Sighora,"’ said Rodolpho,
< do you petition for the caitiff > Then
mark my words—his doom is certain,
far beyond the power of man to change,
and thou shalt.-witness his last groans.
Yet stay, Victoria, there is yet a way

40 save him.”

«“ To save him! Name it then.” ex~

claimed Victoria.

¢ If you will b'e‘::ome my bride,” re-
turned the duca, Alphonso shall live,
his forfeit life shall be preserved.
Speak then, Victoria, pronounce his

<5 ' doom,

e - -



42 " MoxToNI.
doom, or save him'from the hagds of
(7

the executioner.”’

¢ Oh, Victoria ! said Alphonso,
t rather let my life blood flow this
moment before thee, than for a momefxt
hesitate in repulsing with scorn the
offers of the vile monster who dares
to make such a proposal.—No, tyrant,
the daughter of Conte Manfred will
act worthy her noble origin, nor will
she st(;op to be allied to blood and ra-'
pine‘vin the Duca de Rodolpho.”

¢« Peace, slave,”” vociferated the en-
: raged Rodolpho, “ or my sword shall
quickly send thee to the dark abyss of
hell. Speak for y(’)g_rself, Victoria,
let me know your fixed resolves; but

‘ remember
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remember well, that the life of this

‘caitiff is in thy power.”

Encouraged by the intreaties of Al-
phonso, the trembling Victoria at
length firmly replied :—

““ In the words of Alphonso, duca,
you have heard my answer. Nor ever-
hope that I will yield to thy request,
for sooner than wed thee would I suffer
death in a thousand soul-appalling
forms.” '

« Bear him then away to the dun-
geon,” ~said Rodolpho to the men,
““ and 8pignoletti, do you conduct this
haughty fair to the eastern turret, and
see that preparaﬁons be made in the

, court,

e 3
-
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court below it, for the executiorifof
this insolent, that she may from hep'
‘casement behold the death of the man

she m;ght have preser Y@d.”

Alpl;gnso, carefully guarded, was
now conducted” from the hall where
the e’xiraged_Rodolpho was; and de-
scending the steps Which led to the
dungeons, was cbnducted agreeable
to the orders Spignoletti had given the
leader of the party, along the cayerned
passages of the earth, whose yawning
-excavations hollowly re-echoed the

steps of the men.

In some places these passages as-
sumed a bold and lofty aspect;.and in
othgrs, by continued 0”radatlons, be-

came
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came s0 very narrow as scarcely to ad-
mit of mote than a smo'le person’s
advance.
o .

Ascendmg e;veral steps, the deep
branchmg recesses of the caverns now
began to lessen, and soon affer Al-
phonso perceived a small iren grated

door at the extremity. .

This being un‘fastened, the party
‘enteded a long vaulted passage, which
Alphonso well knew led to one of the
ceméterys of the castello, and when
the door at the further end was un-
bolte(i, found himself amongst the
mouldering remains of coffins and
heaps of human bones, which were
scattered about in an aacient sepulchral
receptacle.

3 The
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The n01some vapours which had
been so long pent up in these dreary
abodes .of the dead,_alm'ds.t subdued
the efforts of nature;gand the men
seemed}mwjlling to proceed. « <L |
Tﬁ were, however, urged on by
the leader of the party, who, when
, they had traversed this dreary place,
opened a door strongly studded and
cased with iron : they then thrust Al-
phonso into the gloomy void, and after
securely fastening the door they de-
parted s :

Thus left in 'impenetrable darkness,
Alphonso rummated on his ill-starred

fortune

“No more * said he, ¢ shall I be-
hold
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hpld the lovely beams of the sun, when ;
rising in méajestic splendor they glad-
den the face of the creation. No
more shall my. eyes. be cheered with
the beauties of indulgent nature. —-—Ye :
gentle rivulets, ye flow no more for
me.—Ye' breezcs, no more will your
refreshing gajes cool my fainting bo-

som. My sun is setting fast, even

bea ns b;ﬂ; faintly illumine
fhe horizon of my existence :—hope,
that ;:mght have irradiated my dun-
geou’s gloom, 1is for ever gone, and in
a few short hours Alph(;nso will be no -
more.' Oh, Victoria, what will then
become of thee ? »F'aithful to my'm__e-
‘mory while L exist shall be thy gene-
rous intercession for my life ; for *twill
cheer the last sad hours of my worldly -
pxlgnﬁxage. Gragious Heaven, be if
. + thy,
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thy care to watch over and protect

her ; endue her with fortitude to sui).--

port the horrors of her present situa-
t_ion, and confound ﬂie_ wicked plans
which Rodolpho is devising against
her 'peace.Q—O, would that I could
meet thee, base, ungenerous monster,
’Iin: the trackless wilds of sqﬁre forest, far

from the protection of thy vassals: if

..‘

i |

thou didst then gpg ‘& ‘keen edge .
d

of my sword, urged by my fierce re-
venge, then wouhl 1 agk of Heav_en o

forgive thee.”

Alphonso, in ehdeavouriﬂg to find
out the extent of his dungeon, which

was filled with the same unwholesome

vapour as the adjoining cemetry, felt

along the walls, and found in many
places large staples, with rings ﬁxed'
g (. ‘in
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in tlfem, such as were then used to
confine ¢riminals, and in ene corner of
.. the dungeoﬁ, he found the bones of a

skeleton inclosed in a grating of iron.

“ Oh, Eodblp:ho!” said he, “how
many are the dreadful sins which thou
hast to auswer for, befove the great
tribunal at the awful day of retribu-
tion—how my sighs and groans of
the hapless objects of thy hate will
ascend on that ‘day. to the throne of
| Judgment.”

Alphonse had now nearly paced
round  his dungeon; when' he' came to
a heap of rubbish, over which he
stumbled : as it impeded his approach
to the wall he climbed over it and

¥OL. III. D stretched
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stretched out his hand, inorder to dis-
cover where it was, but his scurprise
was great to find a pile of ‘mo_uld‘ering :
coffins meet his touch.

Alphonso immedi@tel.y conjectured
that the wall which separated him
from the éemetry, had fallen down;
and now hope dawned in his bosom,
for if he could get mto the adjoining
vault he might yet escape; might yet/

preserve Victoria and be revenged of
Rodolpho.

“Full of this hope, he attempted to
climb over the receptacles for the dead;
but scarcely did. his weight rest on,
them when they gave way, and Al-
phopso found himself almost. buried

amongst
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amongst bones and chapless sculls—
horrid” and disgusting even to think
of. :

He, however, toiled on, endeavour-
ing both to advance and to extricate
\himself from his dangerous situation,
in the hopes that liberty might be the
result of his present efforts, and he
should be able to rescue his adored
Victoria. '

.

Frequently did his face come in
contact with a loath'some scull, and
his hands often gra,sped others that
once possessed life and strength, now
inanimate and returning to their ori-

ginal dust.

* 8till, however, Alphonso perse-
e p?2 : vered
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vered. with a rg.solu,trlon tmdaunted by'
“his dreadful situation, and Wading
through the. fmgmcnts of mdrtality,
with the greatest exertions, he at

length, emerged from them.

Fatigued with his efforts, he sat on
the ground to recover himse_lﬁ and to
endeavour to recollect in what direc-
~ tion, the. iron portal of the cemetry
was, as there was a possibility that
the mengmight not have thought it

necessary to fasten.it.

"This was a matter of some difficulty,
as the cemetry. was large and. divided,
in many places by the piles of coffins.

However, when he had cautiously

paced some part of it, he.at. lengtlite
'l S
. "his
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his great delight felt the door; bt
bis;joynsoo'n "ceased, and his resolution
failed him, when he found that it resist- -
ed his titmost efforts, and that \ﬁiile
he was endeavouring to force it he
heard the pé_irty .,returhing along the

*

vaulted passage.

Alphonso now ‘began ‘to idesp%ﬁf 2
he heard the clanking of chains, which
were intended to confine him, ‘as the
men wete dragging them along, when
suddenly he thought of an expedient,
which, though dreadful, was the énly.

way in which he could hope to escape.

Some of the coffins near the doof
~ were yet entire, and, from their situaz
tion, Were! @n all probability the last

e D3 - that
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that had been put into the cerhetry;
he hastily searched for one of then;,
and, tearing off the lid, dragged the
half- perished corpse out of it, which
he threw as far as he could from him,
and instantly lay down 'in the coffin
and placed the lid over him.
Scarcely had he effected this, when
the door opened, and the former party
appeared accompanying Sp}_l;&gnoletti',
who came to see the orders of the duca

-obeyed respecting the confinement of
Alphonso.

One of the men, stepping forwards to
the door of the dungeon, drew back
the fastenings and stepped into it.

< Hely
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e Holy San Marco !’ said he, ““the
prisoner is gZ)né.”'
. .

‘“Gone!” said Spignoletti, ° ‘tig
impossible : hold the torch higher, he -
is at the further end perhaps. No, by
St. Pedro, he is not here. Govanni,
do youw know any. thing of this? You
must have neglected to fasten the door.
Look to it, and recollect you must an-
swer for_the prisoner’s escape to his

excellenza

Giovanni swore by all the saints in the
calendar, that he had left the prisonef
in the d;jngcon, and appealed to his
comrades if he had not fastened the

door, who readily asserted the same.

5 ;If that be the case,”” said Spigno-
D 4’ ,lettl, z
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letti, ~* how could he have es»gaped'?
Search round the walls and try if there
is any placé where he could bave got
out.” -

The men immediately complying
with his orders, seon beheld the aper-
ture in the wall, and the broken cof-
fins shewed the way Alphonso had
effectad his egress.

None of them chose to follow the
path he had made amongst the decayed
eoffins and mouldering bones; but
went into the cemetry by the door,
and there carefully looked around
them, while, as the ghastly remnants
of mortality which strewed the place
" met their gaze, pale fear was strongly

impressed on their dark countenances.
<y
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“ It is useless looking abeut here
any longer,s’ said Spignoletti. Bring
the torch this way: he must have gone
out by the narrow passagé which leads
to the trap-door ; and i we aré not

quick, he will soon be in the woods.”

The party instantly hastened to ac- :
company him, when one of them, in
his hurry, lest he should b left be-
hind, stepped on the coffin in which
Alphonso lay conceaied; and his wei.g'ht
bursting the lid, his foot came on the
breast of Alphonso, who, hurt by the

sudden pressure, uttered a deep groan.
Almost petrified by fear, the man
‘had scarce strength to -dis',eng,age“ shim-

self from the broken lid of the coffin.

DH He
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He ran to join his companions, who,
nearly as much ternﬁed as‘himself (for
- they had likewise heard the groan),
fled along the vaulted passage as fast
as they were able

Alphonso, as .soon as he could with
safety; emerged from his miserable
place of concealment, in 6rder to ob-
serve where the passage Was, on the
finding of which rested all his hopes of

escape.

The footsteps of the party were for
-a few moments indistinct ; but, shortly
aﬁéf, he heard them again, and saw
the light of their torches gleammg on
the distant sides of the passage.

e soon after heard the rongh
voice
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voice- of: Spignoletti, speaking to his

companionss

; > Alphonso now hastily laid himself
in the coffin, and, replacing the Brolgen'
cover as well as he was able, with

much agitation awaited their return.

‘Fortunately for him, the men were
.s0 greatly terrified by the groan they
had heard, that they did not wait a
moment in the cemetry>; but, hurr;ing
-through it, fastened the iron’ portal
and departed, to. acduaint the duca
with the wonderful éifc_umstance of
- Alphonsa’s escape. ;
Once more Al;')honso,..shuddering'
e ations of disgust

REN <

with indescgib

and -
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and horror at his abede, rose from the
coffin. : o

In so doing, his fooi: hit against
something #n it which was placed at
« the end.

Having felt it, it appeared to be a
‘small box. He took it with him, and
proceeded with caution along: the pas-
sage, with which he had so fortunately
become acquainted, by the observation
of Spignoletti that it led to the woods;
or, after all his exertions, he might
not have been able to extricate himself
from the cemetry, which would preba-
bly have become his tomb.

Thiéugh the passages he wandered
Buctr.cvecsl TR some

Lo,

A%
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some time, endeavouring to find the
trap-door. °

After many 2 weary step, when his
hopes had well nigh failed him, his
foot. struck against some substance
which sounded like iron.

Stooping down, to find out what it
was, he felt it to be a ring. 'That
this was the handle of the trap-door
he soon ascertained ; for by it he raised
a stone, which covered a hole formed
in the ground.

He now felt for the stairs, which he
soon- found, and hastily proceeded
down them, taking eare first to secure
the sténf;, by forcing some belts, which

were
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were beneath it, into the frame wluch
surrounded it. g

When he arrived at the bottom of
the steps, he still found himself in other
subterraneous parts beneath the cas-
tello. '

~ Not having the smallest glimpse of
light to guide him, he was at a loss

which way to proceed.

He continued, however, to advance
along those awful abodes of night and
silence, whose damp and unwholesome °
air proved it had been long since the
pure breath of heaven had visited
them ; ‘uncertain whether the next sten.
he took might not plunge him into

some

Gl
¢ .
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some horrible abyss, and for ever ter-
terminate all possibility of his protect-
ing his beloved Victoria.

As he proceeded, with cautious
paces, along these _darkv, caves, e
“thought that - the air grew somewhat

more pure.

*  From this circumstance, he beg:an to
entertain the hope that he should
shortly meet with the outlet to the’

woods.

Alphonso’s desponding  thoughts
now wore away ; and he listened,_r'nuch
p"lleasé‘d,_to the hollow rushing of a
hieavy gale along the passages hefore

him.

Guided
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3

Guided by it, he advanced with
greater certainty, till he emerged from
thexi:, when he found himself on the
side of the rock on \‘?hicb the castello

was erected.

Once more he gladly inhaled the in-

vigoiating breath of nature.

A steep-winding path lay before
him, down which he went, and was

. soon hid amongst the shady recesses of
the extensi:e forest, whose umbrageoué'
tenantry covered a vast ‘tract of the

surrounding country.

CHAP.



° MONTONI. bh

-/ CHAP. IL

Waen the Duca de Rodolpho heard
of the escape of Alphonso, he grew
frantic with rage and fear.

He well knew, that should he arrive
safely at Genoa, his detention of theé
daughter of Conte Manfred would be
" known, and which, with the other atro-
cious acts of his life, would draw on

" him the eyes of the state.

. Govanni was the first that felt the

consequences of his deadly passions.

In
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In the heat of his resentment, he
thrust his sword into the bosom of the
ill-fated Wretch, who groaned out his
soul a.t' his feet.

_ The others would, in all_probdbility,
have shared the same,ﬁite;' but they
hastily quitted his presénce, and se-
creted themselves in the most retired

parts of the castello.

Spignoletti was the onlj one who
dared to 1avpprqach him ; for he knew he
was too necessary to the duca to enter-

tain any fears respecting his life. '

{

He endeavoured, in order to appeasé'f"
his master’s rage, to hint that there

Was
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was. yet a possibility that A]Phonso
might be taken.

“ Might I .vehture to advise your
excellenza,” said he, * some parties
should be instantly sent out to search
the woods and caves hereabouts; for
Alphonso cannot as yet have proceeded
far, and there is little doubt but that
he will be found.”

This hope somewhat calmed the

duca’s outrageous passions.

He ‘directly issued orders for his
people to search every part of the fo-
test which surrounded the castello.

‘As a stimulus to their exertions,
he
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‘he promised a large reward to whoever

should discover A]phons’o.(

The storm, which had been so long l
brooding, now 'burst':ﬁ‘)rth i all its
hotrors. :

The dark threatening ‘clouds, fillej
with sulphureous combustion, hung,
louring, in terrific '?ma;sses,‘ oh the
troubled air; while the forked light-
nings, darting from their sable bosoms
along the horizon, withered the lofty
pinés, and rived the knotted oaks.

The thunder rolled .along, sometimes
in awful peals, and at others in bat=
ling vollies, shaking the castello to ils
deep rooted foundations; while ihe

| * howling
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bo:w»‘ling blasts, rushing throngh-' the
long galleries, sent forth ‘moaning
sounds, which busy fanéy, or the ‘eat
of superstition might have concluded
to be the groans/of unquiet épi‘r_i'ts‘.
_}*’
For some moments, all was quiet ;
and the silence seemed like a dreadful .
pause in nature, and added to the hor-

rors of the scene.

It was soon, however, interrupted by
a nearer and more dreadful peal of
thunder, which appeared’ sufficient to
hurl the ponderous castello from its

towering height.

-.:?The lightnings glared awfully ovép
the troubled water, which appeared in
2 foam lashing the rocky sides on

i which
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which the castello was erected with
furious rage. - Sl ‘

~ Some distant walls were at this mo-
‘ment heard to fall, and the mdo’mestics;
conﬂﬁdinv them as the forerunners of
the destruction of the building, rushed
out of it into the court—yard trembling
with their apprehensions of being en-

tombed in its ruins.

But though the wind, increasing in .
its tremendous fury, howled with ter-
rific rage amongst the extensive battle-
‘ments of the castello, though the thuu-
der shook the globe, and the lightnings
darted wildly around, the:vast pils,
built of the ‘most durable materials - ins
a manner which seemed to bid defi-

ange
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ance to ‘time itself, proudly arose
amongst the surrounding woods, and
real‘ing, far above their summits, its
ponderous and gigantic towers, braved
the conflicting elements with frowning

majesty.

- The parties which the duca had sent -
in search of Alphonso now returned,
weary and drenched with the terrible
storm, wunable, though they had
searched the forest as well as they
could without their torches, to disco-
-ver the smallest trace of the object of

their search,

Enrafred at their ill success, the
Juca ordered them out again, in spite -
of the furious storm, which, compared

to
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to that wifhin his breast, was as t'he’
gentle undulation of a rivulet to the

foaming waves of the ocean,

"Thé trouble of his people was how-
ever fruitless, for amldst the blach
horrors of -the nlcrht to discover a
single fugitive was totally impossi-
ble, and txembhng, theﬂetumed to
encounter the savagerage of the angry
duea, who, still unwilling to give up
the hope uf overtaking him, ordered
a party of horsemen out; but the
h-orses,/) scared by the frequent flashes
‘of the vivid lightning, and the deafen-
ing peals of thunder, became inca-
pable of restraint, and rushed terrfﬁed
through the surrounding woods, wh‘erq&?

' the low branches of the-trees coming
in
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in contactwith the riders, dashed them
on the earth) from whence some of

' them rose no more.

The Duca de Rodolplio was there-
fore obliged to Wwait till the storm_
should .cease, or the wished for dawn :
should a'rrivc, which ‘would “edfible °
him to’ éhtmue the search. - He, how-
ever, had hopes that the outrageous
elements would impede the progress of
Alphonso, and that he should find him
the next morning. .

’

Amid. this dreadful conflict of na-
ture,. Alphonsb pursued his way
' thriagh the forest w1tb as much gpeed,
| as the rufrged path and the stonﬁ

wouid permlt

-
el

MOLEaTE 5 Often
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Often was he on the pomt ofturn-
'mg back, in order to attempt the res-
cue of Victoria from the remorsgless
‘duca, but he reflected that should he
bej, once more téken,’ all hopes of Vjé-
 toria’sarelease would be for ever frﬁs-’
trated in his immediate destruction.
A , ‘
As thefe ‘was little doubf but that
Rodolpho would use every possible
exertion to get him into his power,
| he avoided all appearance of fre-
quented paths, and continued his jﬁur-
. ney, uncertain whither he was going,
| and for' the present only anxious fo
increase the distance between him and
the abode of e duca, till the ‘tark
‘mass of clouds,bégan to separate over

the easternhills, and the grey dawngave
gl )
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to the inquiring eye’ of Alphonso a
prospect of' the surrounding sce-

nery. : R

He ascendnd a rising ground, the
betier to survey the country; which
appe'ared'w-ild and uncultivated; the
vast epreading bosom of an -immfense
forest was the principal obJect and
which on one side was bounded onl', ;
by the distant mountains which rose at-
the verge of the horizon whose lofty
summits appeared to  reach the

clouds.

~

#

On the other side was a long tract,
“'u‘ as the eye could command of a
~ barren hea.th. - From the yiew he had
of this part of the country, Alphonso
believed he was at a considerable dis~

®
5

E 2 " tance
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tance from the castello, as he did not
recollect ever to ha\"c seen those wild

and apparently unfrequented places be-
fore."

He now continued his Journey, cheer-
ed by the blythe notes of the early cho-
riste%s,’ a’nd the invigorating lleaf of

‘the beams of the rising sun, which had
chased awé’y the storms of night : the
leaves of the foresc appea.red gemmed
with precious stones, as the rays of
the luminary of day glittered in the
~drops of rain which depended from
them: i |

Alphonso was disturbed from a dgep
reverie c;Lused at the recollection of
the events of his life by the wants of
nature, which nearly awoke him to

i a sense
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2 sense of other woes, for it was near
three days _.since he had fasted any
food, aud in that part of the country
there did not seem the least probabi-"
lity of his obtaining what now was "
absolutely necessary to enable him fo

continue his journey.

Faint and weziry, he continued wan-
dering in the forest, frequently rais-
i}ig his eyes in the hope of secing the
curling smoke of the peasant’s lowly
cot; but, alas! no such wélcomefob-‘

ject greeted his search.

In the evening, he climbed up the
steep side of a rock, and looked around
"him with a languid gaze, but no hu-
man habitation was visible. He seem-

ed far removed from the busy haunts
E3 of
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of men; his strength now -failed.him_,
and he-}aﬁr down almgst ”insensibl'e on

the ;‘ugged rock. ; e

The night was free from stbrms,
the moon rese in unclouded majesty,
attended by myriads of 'scintillating
stars: the géntlé zephyrs still breathed
-around. Alphonso stretched on the
rock, with the star-bespangled sky for
his lofty Zl‘c'anopy, for a short period
became ﬁnconscious of his woes, for
sleep sealed his heavy eye-lids, and
steeped ' his senses in forgetfulness——‘
sooh, alas! to recur with double
furce to his tortured bosom. ]

When he awoke, day was approach-
‘mg‘ in the cast. Hc was somewhat re-
 freshed by his long repose; and xising i

Y

from '
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from his daxr_lp and hard couch, he
offered up his morning orisons, 'meekly
in thém declaring his resignation to
the will of the all-powerful disposer
of events, and . feebly entreating of
beaven to deliver Victoria from the
power of her savage and implacable

enemy.

He now .proceeded on' his jour-
ney, and Wl‘lenéver he arrived at any
open. part of the forest, amgious]y
looked around, but in vain, for no

cottage met his view.

The sun, broad-rising from behind
the distant hills in majestic spléndor,
-now threw his cheering rays over the
forest, b;1t to Alphonso their influence
was lost, "for his sunken eyes and”
o 4 pm‘t;h({d“
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parched hps told the fever that raged

in his veins, ¢ -

.Faihting Witil fatigu 2, ‘hunger, and
thirét, he was ‘n(’>w>u>nabl/e to move his
weafy limbs, and thfowing himself on
the earth, he feebly uttered—

e Oy adofgd’ Victoria ! And
| is it then not permitted me to suc-
v‘\‘co'ur. thy-lovely form from the rude
insults of the base Rodolpho?' Ard
must I perish in“‘these, inildspitable
wilds u'npitied and unknown, without
a friend té close my eyes, and bear_ to
thee my last blessings.—O pitying an-
gels, “look down from- your bright
abodes, and protect her,” ‘ -
*. Thus did Alphonso, oppressed with -
i ..the



..ae*”e
0 . MONTONI, - 8l

“the deepest heartfelt sensations of mi-
sery, bewail the hapless situation of

Victoria and himself. -

He endeavoured to rise from the
ground, but was unable. The sharp.
pangs of hunger and thirst preyed on
his wearied and exhausted frame; and
through the long comfortless night he
lay extended on the earth, while his

groans became -every hour more faint
as his strength decreased. e
The morning came with its beams,"
but, alas! it brought to Alphonso no -
succour, no ‘friendly aid; life was

9

ebbing fast.

The sun threw his rays on his woe-
~worn form, and for a while his heat
By E 5 afforded
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afforded some comfort, but it was only
a momentary ease. ‘He lobked up to
the heavens, clasped his hands toge-
- ther, and ctrugglmg some time for
- utterance, at length devbutly recom-
mended his soul to bim who gave it,
and in whose awful presence he too

‘plainly felt be should soon be:

“ And oh!” he cbntinued, “ thou
" Almighty Creator of the universe,
from whose searching gaze no deeds
of mortals can be hld and who, " for
the wisest of) ‘purposes, sometimes in-
flicts thy creatures with mlsfortunes,
m order to see how they will support
thy “divine pleasure, suffer me to be-
seech thee to terminate the miseries of
my adored Victoria, preservé her with
thy all-powerful arm from the dread- '
ful
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ful calamities that threaten her, and
let her ' orrce: more be happy in the -
arms of Ber parents, or shorten her
days; that her pure soul may ascend

with mine to worship thee ie realms of
bhs:

His powers of speech now ncarly
failed him. A cold tr_émor shook
his- weak frame. ¢ Victoria,” he
sighing said, « farewell in this world
of woe, may we meet hereafter 'in
eternal joys—Receive, oh reccive my
latest blessing—andi}.sometimes think -
on thy Alphonso.”

His senses now f(.)rsookrhim, a deep.
groan issued from his quivering lips,
that yet -essayed to utter the lovely
Bibrac i name

{



T e MONTONI. A &

‘name of Victeria‘ A - thick miét
* hung before his eyes—soon they closed
, and Alphonso ceased to breathe
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T

- CHAP. IIIL

Vicroria had not been long in the
apartment to which she was conducted
by Spignoletti, when he again entered
and remarking that the storm increased
and the night was cold, threw a bun-
dle of faggots on the hearth, to wl_lichl
having put a light he departﬁed.

The qui;:k transition of events which
had taken place within the last few
hours now recurred to her, mind, and
the threats of the savage Duca de
Rodolpho to*deprive her beloved Al- -

phonso of existence almost annihilated

& = her.
"
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her. Her own situation was drea(iful,
- but that was unthought ‘of while he
was in such danger. Before, she °
.thought she was enduring all the mi-
series which a wretched mortal could
] _emdure; but, alas ! they were light in

comparison to what she now suffered.

- She sought for consolation from the -
throne of méi‘cy, and throwing herself -
on her knees, pdured -forth an-earnest
supplication to Heaven for Alphonso’s

safety.

Victoria felt more composed, she -
“placed a firm reliance on the goodness
of Providence, who had not as yet
failed in protecting her even in that
dreadful moment when Hope was ex-
tinct'in her bosom. " L
The

A
i
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~ The cheerful blaze on the:hearth
served in solme measure to reanimate
l'mr drooping form, for she trembled
with the cold, as her garments were

so completely drenched with the rain.

She was thankful for this comfort,
which prob’ébly prevented her from
more severely suffering from the effects
of the stofm, and when she had driedv
her garments as well as she could, .
hardly able to support her Weak frame,
she threw herself on the' bed, and
passed the night in harr:‘issing rumica-
tions on the danger that tl;reatened'her

lover. &

She arose the next morning paleand

ill, for the exertions she had made and
" the
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i the  misery she endured “weré far too

. much for her weak frame to support. -
7

With a trembling and slow pace
she approached the casement, which
was strongly secured by an iron

grating. i $

From it she beheld part of the massy
towers of the éastello; and the distant
waters of. the lake Winding on their -
course amidst the thick umbrageous
shades of*the o’erhangin‘g woods.

The apartment was better furnished
than her last, and seemed to have been
lately inhabited. At the furthge end
of it in a deep recess, stood a lofty*
canopied bed, the drapery and hang~

,ings
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ings of which were of dark green

velvet.

The walls were covered with fapes}
try, and agninst them were placed
some ot furniture, and near the
side of the bed stood a cabinet of cu-

rious workmanship.

The ch%mber was very large, and
although much more comfortable than
' the one she had lately been confined in;
appeared to the unhappy Vlctom.l.

dreary and cheerless.

Near the hearth stood a table richly
mlald and a large chair by the side
-of it, on Whlch the wretched and de-
spairing Victoria seated herself.

When

4,
0 2 i
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When Spignoletti came with her
provisions he informed her that the
duca would shortly visit her.

-

&
- 'This unpleasant information, though

it greatly distre§§ed her, yet she de-(
termined to intex:;:ede with her bitter
enemy for the prcservatlon of Alphon-
50’s Tife, and, at all events, endeavour
to postpone the day appomted for his
dissolution, in the hopes that in the
interim . some event would take place

to preserve him,

Remarking the difference of Spig-
noletti’s conduct (for he now appear-
ed all subniission), ‘she ventured to

speak to him concerning Alphonso.

The old ruﬂian, who never enter-

tamed
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tained the most remote idea that the
duca had any thoughts of an alliance
with his haple’Ss captive before the
iast night, now concluding that the
marriage would take effect, altered his
conduct in order to¥gain her favour
when she was in a situation in which
she might recompense him for his at-
tentions, and, in answer to her ques-
tion, gave her the whole account of
Alphonso’s wonderful escape, and
added that all the p-arties\which the
duca had sent out, were returned with-
out having discovered any traces of*

him.

At this welcome intelligence, Vic-
toria feltreleased from an indeécribable
weight of melaacholy, and pleasing

hopes began to dawn in her bosom.
; . «« He
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“ He will now,”’ thought‘she, ““o0
. tomy dear father, ‘and I shall be deli-
vered out of the hands of the savage
enemy of 'my repose, and again caress
my parents, and ofice more have the

pleasure of secing my preserver.”

When Rodolpho had somewhat re-
covered from his rage at the escape- of
Alphonso, he resolved on instantly re-
turning to Genoa, in order to observe
the movements of his enemies when
- they knew of his detention of Victoria,
~and as a further incitement to this jour-
. ney was the hopes of overtaking Al-
.phonso before he éonveyed that impor-
tant intelligence to Conte Manfred.

He -wished to see Victoria once
more, in order to persuade her, if pos-
" " sible,
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s{bié, to an alliance, which would at
once end all *his fears ; but if she still
continued resolute he then determinéd
to depart in order to foil the schemes

of his foes while yet in their birth.

Rephiring to the apartmeht}vhere.
Victoria was, he saw her standing at
the casement.

Her appearance somewhat as}onislxed
him, for though she was pale, which’
scemed the effect of her late agitations,
still she appeared tq-labbur under little,
if any, depr.'ession of spirits, and there
was an animation in her eyes that he
-was at a loss to account for, being ig-
norant that she was acquainted with ]

the escape of Alphonso.

He
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He now endeavoured by gentle lan-
guage to win her co"nsent;' and in fhe
mildest terms his savage nature would

permit, thus addressed her:

“ Lovely Victoria, why will you
 make miserable the man who *adores
you, who offers to share with you his
- .extensive posséSsions, and to preservé‘
the life of. oné who has so greatly de-
served to forfeit it »—If not urged by
lové, yet methinks gratitude for the
services which I understand he has
rendered you should influence your
conduct in clompiying-with my request
and restoring him to freedom. Sweet
maid, let me conjure you to delight
m& ears with your acquiescence. Be- .
lieve me, I love you, most ardently

-and tenderly love you, and it is 0“1.)' '

t'l;_fe"
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the fear of losing the jewel T prize so
much that forces me to resort to a
harsh conduct, which makes me al-
most as miserable as if I were deprivéd
of the dear happiness of seeing you
—give me your consent, and the door
of your' chamber shall no more pre-

vent your egress.”

““Love indeed,” returned Victoﬁa,
< delights not in making the object
miserable in 2 laviflegé confinement, and
if vou think, 'duca, that by such steps ‘
you will gain mine, you are mistaken ;
for the consequenccs of your conduct‘
are herror and hatred inexpressible.
Concerning Alphonso’s safety T am not
" alarmed ; Heaven, which has so won-
derfully preserved him from your mur-

derous intents, will, I doubt not, con-

tinue
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\
tinue to protect him from your emis-
saries.” et A '

The d}lcé turned pale, and trembled
with rage. ~He, however, though in-
effectually, endeavoured to conceal his'

emotion, -and, after a short silence,

said

“ When Conte Manfred, your fa-
ther, Vi'ctorié, gave his consent, you
were not averse to-the alliance. How
“is it that your. mind has so suddenly
changed ?”’

« My acquiescence,”’ returned Vie-
toria, ‘““was directed ];y the duty I
_owed my, parents—my heart had no -
share in the ‘consent—it was ever
averse to the :mion, and I was ar?palj

: repaid™



MONTONT. 97

repaid for my obedience, which cost
me many a sorrowful hour : when my
father withdrew his consent, theﬁ in-
deed I most sincerely rejoiced. Since
that how much reason have I had to
be grateful to Heaven that I was
spared so dreadful a curse, and soon,
I trust, .my father will avenge his

daughter’s wrongs.”

“ Think you so ?””. said Rodolpho,
with a scornful sneer. < Know then,
for thy comfort, that it is impossible
for your messenger to reach him with
the infelligence of your abode, without
encountering a thousand daggers. Yes,
 the steps I have taken to silence your
minion, are too well planned to fail of
success ; therefore, do not hope ever
< to see your doating father here. No, -

. VOL. III. F no,
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no, Rodolpho fears him not, nor all
the mercenaries he could: collect. But
since thou canst brave m'y anger, I will
even now reward myself, proud beau-
ty, for the scorn I have so long and so
patiently endured.”

- He now c]asl;ed her in his arms,
and would forcibly have kissed her
glowing cheeks, when the insulted
Victoria with a violent struggle burst
from him, and solemnly swore that if
he dared to persist, she would dash
herself against the walls of her pri-
son and terminate her miserable exist-

ence.

Amazed at the firm and resolute
manner in -which she conducted her-
self, and fearing lest he should urge

’ ! "o ier
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her to some act of desperation, the

~duca desisted, and as he was retiring

from the chamber said

« For this once, Victoria, you are
safe ; but mark my words, I am now
going to Geenoa, and on my return you
must and shall be mine, in spiteof your .
desperate threats, which only make

mesmile.”’

Saying this, he went away, leaving
Victoria "delighted at his departure,
for she trusted that Providence would
protect Alphonso, and that she should

again enfold her parents in her arms.

< Some days now passed in a dull and

llstless manner. .
,/

o

F2 Spignoletti
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Spignoletti informed ‘her that Ro-
dolpho depafted the castello soon after
she had last seen him; and thus left
to the quiet possession of herself and
thoughts, she again enjoyed a degree
of ease, and passed.her hours in anti-
cipating the happy period of her re-

lease.

One morning as she was looking
round her chamber, she observed that'
the key which unlocked the fastemngs
of the cabinet was laying on the floor
beneath it: she took it up, and to di-

- vert the tedious hours opened the cabi- .

net in order to examine its interior.

Nothing, howevér, of importahce, f
met her search amongst the various

drawers and partitions which 1t con- -
‘ tained,
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tained, and she was going to close it.
when she discovered a spring, which,
when she pressed it, unfastened a small
draWer, in which she beheld a few
sheets of paper, and taking them out
she read on the first——

“ Whoever thou art into whose hands
these lines may fall, drop a tear to the
m‘eniory of the unfortunate Duchesa

de Rodolpho.”

e FURE P K-k

Victoria, greatly agitated at the

perusal of these words, sat down at

ihie table, and read as follows:
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¢ It 1s now midnight, and sleep has
closed every eye-lid but mine—I am
unable to enjoy the comfortsof repose
—sleep flies far from my couch—I
watch the course of the pale lamp of
night, and view the stars dim twink-
ling through the mists, till my eyes,
suffused in tears, have no longer the
power of vision.—But let me not dwell
on my sorrows, lest they should render
me unable to relate my hapless situa~

tion.

« Rodolpho, what have T done to
offend thee ? My bosom is unreproach-
ing, my conscience does not accuse me
of any crime—disturbing the silence of
my prison at the solemn midnight houfr», :
does {.hy wretched wife call on thee

orjustice. oo
< Hor:
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« For what end didst thou have me
taken a ‘wretched captive, far from
this castello to the wilds of Calabria,
and from thence to this chamber—
mysterious and unfathomablé were

thy deeds with regard to me.

“ Merciful Heaveh, thou knowest
if I ever deserved the treatment I have
experienced from thee !'—My youth
~ hath thou steeped in misery—xﬁy-eycs
are become the continual sluices for my
tears—confined perhaps for life—Oh.
why does vengeance slumber? Why
are -such deeds permitted? Why is
not the wretch hurled headlong to the
punishment he merits, and su{fering
~ virtue set free2 Oh, God! thy ways
 are mysterious indeed ! ‘

F4  Again
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“ Again I resume my pen, many
days are past since I wrbte the fore-
going lines, many days—and yet I
still drag.on a miserable existence,

enduring the loss of liberty.

“ How often have I prayed to be
teleased from my sﬁﬂ'erings! How
often, when I have closed my eyes,
do I pray that I may never more
open them in this world ; but, alas!

the measure of my woes is not yet

full.

I am ignorant of the crime for
which I am a miserable prisoner. Ro»\

dolpho never deigns to see me !

s« Often have I wrote to him—often
: implored
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implored him to inform me of the of-
fence for which I suffer !

5 4 : i ,

““ Once, indeed, he answered me =
but it was only to insult, and raise my
indignation.

“Could the shades of my sainted
parents behold my sufferings, how

great would be their affliction !

“ Alas ! little did they think, when
they confided me to the pretended af-
fection of Rodolpho, that they allied

me to villainy and oppression.

“ What is now to become of me? [k
am- prepared for the worst. Death
will be to me a passport to happiness!
Misery has so long weighed me down

5 with
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with its grievous burden, that I now
shall. await my diSSO_lutiO;l, not only
with composure, but pleasure.
L

¢ The duca spares me the pain of his
presence. He, no doubt, feels how
torturing the sight of the oppressor is
to the hapless object of oppression.,

£ X = B Ox %X »

“'When wearied nature yields to the
broken slumber, horrid images rise to

my mental vision, to distract my

senses !

«¢ I think I see Rodolpho, armed with
- a dagger, preparing to pl.m]ge it into
my boson. T feel its point rushipg' .
through my palpitating heart ; an\ds‘

screaming with horror, I awake !

g — « Often,
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% Ofteﬁ; te0, when harassed by my

suﬂ'ermgs, I endeavour to seek in sleep :

‘a momentary oblivien to my grlef no
slumber kindly seals up my weary eye-
lids. 'For me thereis 1o repose , and,
perhaps ere the moon has completed
half her course, 1 Tise, unrefreshed,

restless,' and wretched !

““ The day pmsses hlse the night.
No moment of sweet foro*etfulnesr
comes, to enable me to supporf my

grief.

« No tears allfiy““?*tﬁe fever of my
brain.  All is parehed up, and seems

a dreary waste !

~“ Tears would be to me like the soft
dews that descend on the earth by
‘night, and revive its fading verdure.

Fb ¢ How
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« How often do I pray for them, as
the weary traveller, in some desert
plain, for water!

“ Once, indeed, I could weep: my
eyes would then give vent to the sor-
rows of my bosom: but now the in-
tenseness of my grief has dried up their

sources, perhaps for ever!

“ God, of a}lﬁgower and mercy!‘

Streng‘thénwaﬁgy Ve \kened senses, that I

may relate some of the horrors I have
endured, ere my departing faculties

have quite deserted me !

‘“ Alas, I am not able! The power; )
of my mind are destroyed by the mise-

‘.
T1es
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" ries which the unrelenting Duca de
Rodolpho has heaped, unpitying, on
me.

“ I was torn from my home—from
‘my couch, at the dead hour of night ;

and borne to a far-distant coﬁntry,

“1I was kept closely confined in a
dreary dungeon, where for -many days
the invigorating breath of nature was
not allowed me,+and I constantly in-

‘haled the unwholesome pent-up va-

pours of the earth. =

' ¢ What horrors did I there endure!
My brain seems to turn, and my senses

~ wander at the recollection.

. From thence, almost in the wel-

come
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come embrace of death, I was re-
moved, and, no guardlan angel inter-

fering, was placed in this apartment

«The cruel Rodolpho urged his
people to that act of injustice: Since
that day, I have never beheld the ruth-

less monster.

X*° % ¥ -k X R

"« Oh, days—oh, ‘nights of horror
and: torment ! when will you end?
When—ah! when will my soul quit
its desolated mansion, and gi\;e to my

" senses an eternal oblivion of my woes?

«« The domestic who brings my pro-
visions has just left me. He saysu i
am to remove from this apartment to-

night;
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night ; but whither, he knows not.
‘What deed is now to be done ?

< Hark! 1is not that the raven
hoarsely croaking on yonder battle-
ment? His ill-boding shriek fore-

warns me of my fate.

“Ye sacred shades of my beloved
parents ! soon will ye see the flitting
spirit of your ill-fated offspring. Per-
haps ye are now"hoveri‘ng over me, to
conduct my soul, when emancipated,
from this weorld of misery to regions

of eternal bliss.”’

Here the liﬁes, which so feebiy en-
deavoured to express the deep-felt mi-

sCry
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sery of the Duchesa de Rodolpho, con-
cluded.

Victoria wiped away the fast-falling
tears from her lovely eyes; and long
did she continue in a silent stupor of
grief; for well she knew the unfortu-
-nate end of the unhappy writer of these
sad pages. .

Alas! too well she remembered hay-

ing seen her mouldering remains, and
2

the anstrument of her destruction still

remaining in them !

The dreadful recollection unnerved
her, and for a long time she was over-

whelmed with grief. 7oA

CHAP.
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~GHAP. IV,

WaeN Alphonso opened his eyes, he
found himself lying on a pallet, and an
elderly man watching over him with

the tenderest solicitude.

Unable to speak for some moments,
he endeavoured to recal to mind the
past, which appeared to him like a

dream.

He again looked at the stranger,
Wi.lose noble and intelligent counte-
‘Dance, strongly marked with the deep-
drawn furrows of grief, greatly inte-
Tested him.

““ Where
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“ Where 2m I?” said he, in a faint
voice—To whom am I indebted for
the prolongation of my existence

. ®

““ To an all-seeing Providence,” re-
turned the stranger, who sent me to
you in time to hear your groans.  Life
seemed to have entirely quitted you,
ere I could convey you to my humble
abode,

“ For many hours I despaired of my
efforts being attended with succesé,
but at length have happily succeeded
so far, and, with the blessing of Hea-

ven, trust I shall prosper.

2
o

“ Do not ask any more questions,”
continued - he, seeing Alphonso was
about to reply; « for life in you is hut

.. newly
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newly born; and let me intreat yoﬁ not
to agitate ):ourself with useless soli-
citudes or painful retrospections, but
wait with thankful patience your re-

covery.”’

fe Benevqlent stranger,”’ said Al-
phonso, ‘“ such actions as your’s de-
serve to be noted down in the records
of Heaven. ’Tis to your goodness L
am indebted, then, for my life : your
exertions will not be unrewarded either

in this world or the next.”

“My success will be my reward,

t 2]

Signor : I want no other,” returned
the recluse. “* Let mé now intreat you

“to drink a little wine, which, I trust,
will animate your drooping senses.”

A

Alphonso,
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Alphonso, assisted by the friendly
stranger, who raised his l:;nguid head,
complied with his request, and soon

felt returning strength. "

The place he was in appeared to be
a small cave, which was illumined by
the cheerful blaze of a wood fire;
there was no other furniture in it, be-

sides the pallet he lay on, than a small
table and a chair.

The recluse having exﬁcted silence
from Alphonso, sat by the side of his
pallet the remainder of that day and
the whole of the night, constantly
attending him, and making him swal-
low cordials to re-animate his vital fa-

culties.

€

.‘Thcj
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* The next morning he informed Al-
phonso that-he was obliged to proceed
to a village which was but at a short
di.stance from his abode, in order to
procure some provisions,- and entreated
him not to disturb his mind during his
absence by any ruminations on the pro-
bably unfortunate reason of his being .
in the situation in which he had found
him, but to endeavour to scek re-

pose,

Alphonso promised to comply, and
for some time a willing slumber. con-
tributed to restore him to health and
strength. When he awoke, he found
himself still alone, and now he re-

turned thanks to Heaven for having
| thigin so miraculous a manner rescued

him from the jaws of destruction.

Once
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Once more did he think of his Vic.
toria — again hope dawned in his
breast. He 'anticipa;ted the moment
when he should be able to direct his
steps to Genoa, and was plannih’g
schemes for her liberation, when he
was disturbed from his reveries by -

the arrival of his benevolent host. -

With evident solicitude he approach-
ed Alphonso, and seeing his pallid
.. cheeks and hollow eyes freed ‘from the
languor of death which had hung over’
them, appeared greatly ‘pleased with
his charitable exertions. He had been
to a small hamlet in order to- procure

_his provisions, which, had he proceed-
ed buta few paces further, he must have
seen—but Providence ordered it other-
wise.

Alphonso .
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- Alphonso, n a few more hours, was
s0 greatly revived by the kind atten-
tions of his host, that he was able to
sit up and enter into conversation with
him, He took his hand, and with all
the warmth of a grateful heart; press-

ed it te his bosom,

‘- Benevolent friend,” said he,  how
shall I be ever able to make you an

- adequate return for your humane as-

_sistance ?’

“ By being thankful to providence,”
returned the recluse, * who guided
my steps to where you lay, apparently
in the cold embrace of death. A feeble
<. pulsation at _your heart happily con-
" vinced me that the, vital spark was hot
extinct, and with the greatest difficulty

I conveyed
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I conveyed you to my abode, for my
limbs are enfeebled.by the heart-rend-

ing sorrows of my bosom.”

Here the recluse suddenly stopped;
the most intense grief seemed to have
overwhelmed him, for his frame trem-

bled with his violent agitation.

Alphonso seeing his emotion\s, sought
to alleviate them by condoling with

him.

 Alas!” said he,  great indeed
must be thy sorrows, since the revived
recollection so painfully affects thee—
But can they equal mine?—Oh no,
even now perhaps—but let not the soul .
harrowing idea rise in my mind.—My
angelic Victoria, may angels guard
thee, .
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thee, and nerve my arm’ to .revenge-
thy wrongs.”’ :
o« Art thou t00;’ said- the recluse,’
who had 'lis'teped to him with attention;
“ so s00n, S0 'green' in yéars, the- child
ofwﬁe’ Some beloved object, per-

haps, in Whom all thy happiness' was
| centered, dead or torn from thy,arms.
If such is thy case, I pity thee, for I
have seen the beloved wife of my bo-
som carried off by a remprséless vil-
lain, who. first, with the assistance of
his abandoned assoc_iai:es, committed te
the devouring flame my residence, and
left me covered Wlth wounds amld the
smoakmo' ruips, to bewml the loss of
the angel I adore.—O, why does not
' my reason forsake me at the hornble
recollection ! . Why,: mdeed 1s not

VENOL TIE. 5 6 the
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ihe wretched Gonzales numbered with
the peaceful d‘ead T

.« Gonzales,” exclaimed Alphonso—
¢ speak quickly.  “Is thy other name
Roderigo ?? ' :

s The same,” returned the recluse,
with astonishment. Hast.thoia,(then,’

bheard of that most unfortunate of

men?’’

Alphonso, scarcely able to articu-
late his words, again hastily demand-
ed if the Signora he so greatly la-
mented was not Leoncra de Remi-
¢, TEZ: ; &
“ The same,” replied Gonzales. :
- % Dost thou know any thing of her?
Ob,
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Oh, tell me, Ibéseqch‘ yous; keep me not
in a suspense far more dreadful than

the agonizing pangs of dissolution.”

- ¢ The saints 'be'ﬁraised'v""" returned
Alphonso.” ¢ lee Gonzales, and be
happy, for know that Leonora is safe
from the power. of her ‘cruel oppres-
sor  Gomez, out of whose" dreary
abode I delivered:her but a short
time since, and conducted her to the
’Eonvent of Carmelites at Telano.” -

« Merciful powers!” ' exclaimed
Gonzales, «° is this true, or is it only
‘a*delusion? - Torture me not, I en-

treat you. Speak to me; assure me that
Lam not ina dream.”

I call the sovereign of the uni- .

. G 2 %% verse



124~ MONTONI] :
verse to witness the truth of iy rela-
tion,” solemnly replied Alphonso.
Gonzales for a long time raised
his hands and- eyes, taw_ar’dsv'."Heaven,
while his. lips. articulated' a fervent
thanksgiving for. the héppy intelli-
genber he had received, and. t"-he};{ de-
-manded’ of Alphonso every, parficular
“relativeto 'Leonﬂi'a’s escape, with which
he gladly, complied; and when he had
ended—

.

¢ Behold,” said the plous Rodérigo,
« the inscrutable decrees of% won-
der-workmg Promdence Thou haét
dehvered thy beloved Leonora from
worse than death and I ‘have been
the_ happy .instrument of preserving
your life,” %,

Some
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S;)t'n'e time was now passed in ecsta-
cies of '-rd-clfght_vand éxpressions, of gra-
titude to Alphonso b:y the happy Ro-
derigo: it was the first dawn of __‘ha‘,p— ,
piness to his -hosom ‘after a series of
years which had rolled on smce his

-sepax‘atlon from Leonora.

The person of Don Roderigo ‘was
familiar to the recollection of Alphon-
."so-, bt not so the ‘place where he had
- seen it ; till suddenly recollecting him-
~ self he asked him if he had not resided
some time in a Tuined castello in the

forest of Lavagno.

«* Near three years of my miserable
‘pilgrimage in search of my Leonora
- did T make that lonely place my abode.

S e “T4
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e Tt was scarcelj po's's'iblé that you
shouldhave seen methere, for excepting
“an old domeshc, who is since dead,
who used o bring the provisions, I
_never beheld a human creature.”
Alph‘onso,th'en related the circum-
stance of ‘his curiosity being roused
. by the, sorrowful expressions: he had
heard;, and:of his being an innocent
. eye-witness of ‘his grief at the eas-
tello.. 3

« Tt is too. true,”’ s‘aid&Gonzaies;
- *¢ those melénc}ioly hours Were'r.my
only consolation_, since the cruel mo-
ment I was separated from my adored
Leonora.—But the night weafé away,
; , en(ieavour, dear friend, to sleep, whilst

I will watch by your side. !
= With.
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« %ith what delight shall I dedi-
cate this; the happiest -night I have

3

known for many years, to him who has
relieved my bosom from an indescriba-

ble weight of woe.”

Alphonso was too much agitated
by the occurrences of the day to be
able to sleep; and in order to pass the
hours, Gonzales 'gave him a short de-
tail of the occurrences of his life, and
~ the adventures he met with durmg hxs

long search for his Leonora.

« To describe my sénsatibns, Sig-
nor, when I beheld my beloved Leo-
nora dragged away by the remorseless
" Gomez, and myself unable to assist
her, would be impossible, for in the
engagement with his party, I had re-

¢4 ceived
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ceived some wounds, 5Whlch rendered
me ancapable of making the least exer-

tion.

« T lay for a long time on the earth,
-groaning with the agonies, both cor-
poreal -andlmental,‘ which I endured ;
for when I ieﬂebted on the events of
“that night, my wife —tom Afrom 1'1'1e,'
and my sister a yictim t(').htile flames,
~ whch had consumed my dwelling, it
is a matter of the utmost wonder tb me

- how I have since retained my senses.

“ An old domestic, who resided in

a small hut at some distance from my
abode, seéing the flames, had directed
his steps towards it, and hearing -my
groans, came to my assistance. He
bound up my wounds, and waited by
me
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metﬂl I was able to proceed to his
dwelling Wlth hls feeble asmtance

** There, however, 1did not remain
long, for distracted at the situation’
o,f my beloved Leonora, I determined
to seek her; and, careless as to the
dangers attendant on myself from tra-
velling in - the weak state in ‘which I
then was, I set out, accompamed byi =
the ancient Ugo, :aind commenced my’
‘search. Every where did I make in-
quiries, but, ‘alas! f‘ffajléd in obtain-
ing the least information where Gomez

had conveyed my, Leonora.

« In this miserable state of mind
did I continue my endeavouirs to find
her, without a day’s reépite for two
years, when in the course of my tra-

ty @

&b ‘ vels
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“vels I passed ‘some time at Genoa,
where I had friends, ‘v’ﬂm pressed me
to stay with them,'that‘ they might °
éndeﬁour to divert the grief that prey-

ed so he.:'avﬂ.y piL 1 mind." - »

<« At that time, Signor, my appear-
ance was far different from what you
,;novs;behold it. Alas! w‘ha»t'will not
A-.\_éig_ht years of suffering cffect in the
-human frame! When passed in joy,
~.in happiness, how swiftly'glides' away’
‘the years ; but when grief dwells in
the i)osom, the mor:nﬂents lag heavily
. “on. Tt was, while at Genoa, that an
; advcnt_ufe took place, the relation of
which ' will ‘serve to pass the dark-

some hours of night.

“ Amongst the many ladiess who

graced
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graced the splendid entertainments
which my ﬁ;iéhds, anxious to divert
my SOrrows, f;e;luently'gavg' was the
_Signoi'a Vicensio de Palfnyra, an Ita-
lian lady of noble extraction, possess-
‘ed of immense riches, and unc'om-,

monly beautiful.

- ¢ Her huéband, the Conte de Pal‘—
myra, to whom she was married when'
very young, had been dead near four
yéars. Her passions were violent in
the extreme, and her mode of living
strongly partaking of the voluptuous
and: Iicentious manners of Italy.

“ The nobility of Genoa were cor-
§tantly in het train; each sighing to be
the' happy mortal to possess such tran-
scendant charms. ’ A

b ¢ 6 “Val-
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< Vallantino, the Doge’s nephew,
was her constant attend_é‘,nt-:! he loved
her to ‘Mgetiog, and his jealousy was
~as great as his_love. W”hen in her
company, he would  keep. his gaze

fixed Qn;hes, to discover if she looked .
at any one; and if by accident he saw
her smile,  or enter into familiar con-
versation with ghy cavalier, his coun-
tenance would :cl‘.\t_ange,- ‘and the diffi-
culty with which he restrained his
furious passions was visible to all who

be-held him. .

k3

~ “The Signora Palmyra did nof,
however, seem to be particularly at- :
tached to him; her affections, as I
too st;on fm_,md, had centered in me,
although she was not iénorant of my
situation, in being united. to a lovely

deserving
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‘deserving woman, whom I constantly

lamented.

¢« Vallantino soon perceived the
'preference with which .?hé treated me ;
“his pride received a m'bst humiliating
check by the dlscovery, and from that

moment he became my bitter enemy

“ One evening 1 was xwandering
in the gardens which belonged to the
pallazio of my friend, and being weary
‘with my walk, I entered a small ar-
‘bour, where, somewhat surprized, I
" beheld Paimyra seated. I was some-
what confused, for at that m-omentl I
recollected that in my absence of mind
I had intruded on the grounds which
be]onged to her, and which Jomed

those of my friend.
0, e :( I made {
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<1 made her a ha‘st}'f@polldgy; and
was going to retire, when she ,ca}’ed

’

me back.

< Gonzziles,” said she, in a tender
voice, cc &o_u' need not depart, unless
you are so constant to your Leonora as
to think it a breach of ybur fidelity

to Hold a converse with a female.”

« T returned for answer, that the
reason I was going, was a conscious-
ness of having intruded myself, but

““that since it was her request, I would

with pleasure stay.

“T then seated myself in the ar-
bour, when she' conversed with me
some time about Leonora, frequent]y
“hinting that in all likelihood she was

1o
v
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no more; and advised me to give up
a‘urther search.

« T answered, that as long as I ex-
isted' T would never cease in my endea-
yours toy" find out where she ,was, that
I ﬁlight liberate hér,_ and reveng‘e, my-~

self of Gomez.

~ ““ Myreply was far from pleasing ber,
for she changed colour at my resolu-
‘tion; but at length 'conceivipg.fﬁat 1
did not understand her motives for her
advice, or the languishing. expressions &
of her lovely eyes, she overthrew‘ all
‘bounds of modesty, and confessed her

love for me.

e Sig'rlora,"’ I replied;, “ th‘oﬁgh I

cannot but feel honoured by your pre-

9 gud

dilection
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| dilection in my favour, yet I trust you
will not be offended when I tell’
that my heart has long been Leonora’s,
and that, wﬁether she s yet in exist-
ence, or that the grave contains her
adored form, still never.shall my affec-
tions be fixed on_anj 2‘ther_obj-ect.” ,

= S.a,ying this, I took my leave of the
‘enraged Palxpy_‘fa, W’hosej countenance
proved Bowvill she could brook being
rejected. ¥

¢ She was silent; and did not deign
'to speak to me again, and 1 departed

“from the arbour.

T wandered some time, .unconsci-
ous where I was going, while T re- .
ﬂected on the conduct of Palmyra,

when
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'Wl#lll a hasty step behind me made me
turn to see who it was, and T beheld

the enragéd Vallantino.

e Slgnor,”. said he in a haughty
voice, “ I wish to know the reason of
your ,bemg,‘ in . yonder arbour with

the Signora Palmyra.”

“ Angry at his abrupt manner, Ire-
plied, that T saw no right he had to
' qixesﬁon me ali(;ut ~my- conduct, and
that hls demand would therefore go "'.

-unanswered

“ "Tis well,” said he, drawing his
sword ; ‘ defend yourself, I love the
Signora P:;ﬂmyra, ~and one of us must
" fall, for I will not brobk a rival.”

0.
5=

¢ T had
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< T had no tire to lréply,' for‘hg ‘ot
tacked me .‘,svo furiou,sly,( that T was
’o‘bliged instantly to defend myself. Iu
the heaf of his rage he continually left
bimself unguarded, and seemed $0 in-
tent on putting a period to my exist-
ence, that at length L was obliged, m
order to save m‘ysellf, 1:0 wound - him,

and my sword entered his body.

< Vallantino fell ; I hastened to him,
and tore open his cloaths, to endeayour
i to staunch the blood.

“ Good Heavens!” said I,  had
you been less hasty, this would 'not
have happened. Iwas forced to wound
you in my own defence, but now, if it
will be any consolation to you, believe
me, 1 am no rival of your’s with Pal--

myra,
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myra, on the contrary, E3 am vom.n-
stantly to leave Genoa, never to return
to it again.”
 Generous friend,” said Vallan-
“tino, * I feel indeed ashamed "of my
precipitancy—Forgive me— Leave this
place: should T die your life will be

endangered.”

50 Nio,”? I.replied, « T will not leave
you till I see you safe in some house,
where your wound may be dressed. T°
trust it will not be attended with dan-

gerous conse quences.

< I now assisted Vallantino" to rise,
who, leaning on my arm, we slowly
walked towards some cottages, fhifo one
~ofwhich I conducted him, and im-
mediately
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iately sent to ‘Genoa to procure

“him advice and attendants.

< When they were arrived, I de-
parteﬂ from the cott{we intending to
“go to my apartments, and hasten my
departure, but had ot proceeded far
when five men suddenly rushed out of .
‘a thicket, and seized me before 1 had
an opportunity of making the least re-
sistance. They took my sword from
me, and conducted me through a rar-
row lane, at the end of which was a
carriage, into which I was placed with
“two of ‘the party, who, to my repeat-
ed demands of the reason of their con-
_duct, preserved a steady silence, while
the é_,ar.x_'iagéAproceeded on its desti-
nation with the greatest rapidity.

“ Thef
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“ The déportment;’a;ndx mdeed the °
whole éonc{gcf of the men was so sin=
.g'ular, ‘that ‘T could not form a con-
jecture of their intentions-; as they had
10 arm’s, it was evident that "th(;yv had
no design aéainsf my life, mor could
I'suppose it could be any -sfr-atagem.
of Gomez, for his agents would not
have treated me with the lenity I ex-
perienced from my fellow travellers,

who were all masked. %

< Therefore, finding: that my ques-
tions were not answered, I determined
to wait with patience the result of this

strange occurgence.

““.After travelling- some time, the
moon began to illumine the hemisphere,
When the men drew up the blinds of
: ‘ - ale
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the carnage, which, after proceedmo
for a short time, stopped and the door
opening, I found we were beneath a

: large gateway.

“ Having left the carriége I was
blindfolded and conducted ui) a large
flight of stone steps, and, after passing
along some passages, the bandage
was taken off, ‘and I found my’sglf in a
small chamber, where my conducfors
left me, carefully fastenmg the door
after them, 4 ol

@

“In that chamber I remained the

rest of the day, being attended by a

domestic,"who procured me whateycr

)

- I chose to call for, and when the even-
mng approached brought me some
books ‘and a lamp, that I might amuse

nnself
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myself as well as I eould 'during my

confinement. * . .

! f‘ About midnight, as I was laying
on mylcou(:»h,,"lh'heéard ‘a s~0ft"‘step ap-
proaching my chamber, and presently
the door.opened and a female entered

and beckoned to me to follow her.

(4

“1 immediately complied, expeét—
ing now that I should know the reason
ofmy beihg brought there. }

* <« The female conducted me to 2
most superb apartment, brilliantly il-
luminated, and displaying all the ele-
' gant and voluptuous taste of the most
sensual votary of pleasure.
.

32N
&=
G AT

““ Around
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£8 Aréund thc_a,rd(;)m,‘ which was per-
fumed with the fragrance: of odorife-
rous flowers, which, were placed in va-
rious parts, in vases of solid gold,
were low couches of pale blue sattin,

inviting to, repose. ‘ :

L Th@ walls wére'; ornamented with
highly finished painiiﬁgs, representing
~ various. occurrences in the heathen

mythology.

“In one, the loyely Europa was’
conveyed ;through the seas by Jupiter
n thev_shape of a white bull : the pain-
ter had expressed her agitation in the
most lively colours, and the animal

appeared delighted with his beautiful
burthen.. .

-

£§ Anétﬁéf 4
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< Another represented the judgment
of Paris. Heré again the wonderful art
of the piinter was manifest; the naked
goddesses seemed to breathe, and the
beauties of their bosoms seemed to rise
to the view.

“ I was proceeding to look at the
other paintings, -when the door open-
ed, and a fc_einale entered covered with
along veil that entirely obscured her

features.

“ She seated herself on a couch, and
desired me to sit by her side, which I
complied with, when she thus address-

ed me :

“You are, no doubt, surprised at
YOL. 111. H the
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the temeriiy of J;’ female, who can trust
herself with so dangerous a_cavalier
as Don Roderigo de Gonzales i

< 1 replied; that if misfoxj_tunqs and
continual grief could make a man dan-
gerous; I must indeed be so, and re-
quested shé.wouldvunveil, and inform

me the reason of my detention.

" g Oh: Signor, sald she, 1§ f’ear
you will blame me for 'my rash and
. inconsiderate conduct. Can you for-
give, can you love one, yvho, to see
you, has broken throughievery tie of
decorum, and who exists but for

you?’

* Saying this, she gently pressed my
hand

- )
L]
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* hand, and ap’parcnf%r overcome ith
her emotions,leaned on me' for support.
“ At that moment T was not master

. of mvself——I ralsed -her VCll-—-—lt was .

the lovely Vicensia de Palmyra. i

 Her balmy breath mingled with
'mlne, two pouting coral lips touched
- mine ; the lovely ting of the rose adorn-
‘"ed her downy cheek her eyes looked
languishingly on me, while her quick
' panting: bosom betrayed her agitation ;
'he1 lovely dark hair fell in beautiful
ringlets over her forehcad and her
lono- glossy tresses were confined by
bands of pearls: such was the lovely
“‘ﬁgm which ‘now appeared before
Eame: - - oy

| \:',‘1 7 o
LA n2 Yigs. o But”
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“ But a moment’s consideration
made me start from the couch. My
adored Leonora rushed to my thoughts.'
How indeed was it possible, that I
could for a moment have forgot thee,

my adored wife!

« Signora Palmyra,” I said, ‘ your
arts will always fail of success with
me, for a female lost to modesty,
though her form be that of an angel,*
will ever be an object of disgust to

Gonzales.’

“Then,” said the infuriated Pal-
myra, ‘since you despise my love,
you shall dread my hate, and know
what it is to treat me with scorn. 1.
did love you, did adore you ; butnow,
the venomous serpent /is not_more j

odious,
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odious, more disgusting to my sight
than you are, and to your cost you

 shall ind what a woman is capable of

doing.’

- “Having said thisshe left the apart-
- ment, and T was not long by myselvf
~ ere the party who had conducted me
there entered it, and one of them in a
harsh voiceltol,d me to follow him;
resistance was useless, for I was un-
armed, and complying with his mandate
Ileft the apartment,- and after travers-
ing some passages and’ descending as
well as I could guess, the same steps
as I had passed over when I first en-
tered the mansion, I was conducted
:"into -a narrow space between some
walls, in one of which was a small
| door; this they opened and thrust me

H3 into
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into a small dungeon, in which was a

grating that gave‘éir-and‘“light to it.

< Thus did Palmyra endeavour to
revenge herself on me for- slighting
her offers, and in that miserable dun-
geon I concluded her hate would in-
duce her to detain me as long as she

-

existed.

#]1 had been tﬁere near three weeks,
during which time I'never saw or
~ heard any thing of Palmyra, when one
night as I was sitting melancholy on
my pé.llet, I heard the gates unlocked
which opéned to the yard, and shortly -
after the door of my dungeon being
thrown back", to my utter astonish-

ment I bebeld the Signor Vallantino.

€ Hc
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« He hastily approached, and em-

W =
bracing me, said

“ My dear friend, T 'am come to
release you from your 'confinement,
which T happily heard two days ago
from a cbhﬁdéﬁﬁal;female in the ser-
vice of Palinyra, since which I have -
been trymg all methods to find out
where you were. My endeavours have
been crowned Wlth success, and you
are at liberty. Promise me oniy that
you will not let Palmyra know to
whom you are indebted fpr‘ it, which
would excite her displeasure .against'
me, and, in spite of all her failings, T
still adore her. » Shess o at Genod.
Your stay there will be attended: with
danger, therefore, you had better

H4 make

®
4
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make it as short as possible. for in her

revenge she knowsno bounds.’

‘I thanked Vallantino for his ad-
vice and kind interest in my favour,
and following him out of the court-
yard, we came to the gateway, be-
neath which was a domestic who was
taking care of two ‘horseé.‘

“Vallantino requested me to mount
one of them, and taking the other for
himsel_f, we Wefe soon far from the
abode of the vindictive Palmyra.

“I1 did not remain long at Genoa, °
for having made my friend aéquainted
with my recent adventure, he coun-
selled me to quit it as quickly as,possi-

ble,
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ble, and .accordingly I departed for
Venice, making every inquiry as 1
travelled for the dear object'ofmy lTove,
but without effect.”

Here Gonzales being somewhat
faticued, stopped and intreated Al-
phonso to endeavour to sleep, promis-
ing to finish the detail of his adventures
the next day, which now was rapidly
approaching, for‘from the small case-
ment which was placed beside the
humble door, the rosy tints of morn
were seen faintly glimmering over the

summits of the lofty hills.

Alphonso complied with his request,
and sunk into 2 slumber, from which
) 85 he
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he did not awake till the:sun had »
sometime darted’ over the hemisphere

his ﬁer)‘f beams, and was quickly ap-

proaching his meridian altitude.
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CHAP. V.

GonzaLes, according 5 his pro-

mise, resumed hisnarrative.
. ‘ 3

« As [ was proceeding to Venice,
with Ugo, whom no persuasions could
induce to leave me, we werebenighted
ona lonély road, ,a.nd, as I had often
‘done before during my wanderings, I
alighted from my steed and sat down
on a bank, where I I;leant-tg) pass the
time tili it was sufficiently light for

- me to proceed.

“Ugo took the horses to a spot

gt 3 H 6 where
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. where some scanty herbage grew, and
during that time, fatigued with the
long journey which I had taken, Isunk

into a deep sleep.

“ How long I continued in that
state I knc*w not, but I was awoke by
the pressure of some cords _‘round my
legs and wrists,sand when I opened
. my eyes beheld two men busied in se-
curing my person, and which they had
done so completely that my efforts to

3 B . .
procure my liberty were of no avail.

‘1 was now lifted on a horse and
conveyed several miles along the road,
but it wastoo dark for me to discover

any part of the country through which -
I passed.

«1 ofte’r-\”

By
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«1 often looked round for Ugo, but.
he was not te be seen, a circumstance
which I was greatly surprised at, and
even at times suspected that my present
situation was owing to some treacher-
ous conduct of his, but Isoon banished
that idea when I reflected on his long
faithful services.

“ We continued t'ravelling the great-
est part of the next day, when we
entered the forest of Lavagno, where
at a cottager my conductors alighted
and led me up the narrow stairs into a
miserable apartment, which was com-
pletely dark, for in order to make it

secure the casements were boarded up.

“ There was no furniture in this
wretched
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- wretched place. A truss of straw was
given me, which served me as a bed

hy night and a seat by day.

<« Here on the coarsest -fare did 1
live near two months, when one night
1 was awoke from my sleep by the
light of a lamp, and horror-struck I
beheld the infuriated countenance of
Vicensia de Palmyra, who brandished
over my naked bosom an unsheathed
dagger, and the lamp was borne by
a man-whose features being turned to-
wards me, disclosed the well- known
countenance of that Ugo whom I had

believed so faithful to me.

At last,” said Palmyra, ‘I shall
have my revenge. No power on earth

can

¢
u

!

N
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can NOW preserve thee—the arm that
would have embraced thee, 1s now °
‘perved to directthe instrument of death -
fo thy heart—I shall behold thy dy-

ing agonies with delight.’ *

 This said, she raised her arm,
but in that eventful moment Ugo
~ struck from her hold the intended wea-
_pon of my destruction, %and I started
from my lowly couch and hastened

from thg chamber:

«“Ugo followed me and took the
_ precaution the moment he was, out to
~ close the door, and thus Palmyra was

prevented from purswing us.

T was on the point of asking Ugo_

for
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for an explanation of this extraordi-
nary event, but he prevented me by
saying,~—— Ask no (iuestions now,
Signor,. at a more convenient time I
will .explain every think, I trust, to
your satisfaction; but we must now
be cautious, for the attendants of your

enemy arenot far off.’

« We now feft the house, and strik-
ing into the woods, became at length
so completely involved in its mazy in-
tricacies that we judged ourselves per-
fectly secure, and as we were sitting
down to rest ourselves, Ugo gave me

the following relation.

“That on the night when I was seiz- .
ed, he was returning from the place
where
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where he had left the horses to graze,
when he perceived three men securing

my legs and arms.

‘“ Advanced as hevwas in years, to
have made any attempts towards my
release would “have been madness,
and\. therefore, he contented himself
with watchmg thelr motions, = and
when I was placed on the horse he
followed my conductors at a gautious
distance, and having noticed the cot-
tage where T was taken, he remained
some time about it, in order to find if
there were any possibility of releasing

me.

‘¢ At length he saw two of the men
who had taken me there leave it, and
direct their steps fowards Genoa, whi-
; ; : ther
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ther he also followed tl;em, in order-
to find out by whom they were em-
ployed, and when he saw. them enter
. the residence of Palmyra, he no longer
doubted but that 1t was her who had
again got me in her power.

« As ‘he was unknown to any of herl
domestics, he determined if possxble
to get a 51tuatlon in her mansion, with
the hope that he mlght be employed
to attend on me, and so procure my
liberty.

““ He succeeded in one part of his

. scheme, and when he was admitted

into the family, he by degrees wound

himself into the confidence of one of

the men whom he had followed, and

from him learnt that I still lived, but
: that\‘ %
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-that he had reason to think it would

not be long, ‘as the Signora was so en- :
‘ raged against me that nofhing but my
death would sa,ﬁsfy her.

-
2

¢« Ugo acted his part so well, and
pretended to be so willing to forward
any plans‘to please his mjstress-, often
hinting how 1'e£a§*he‘would_ be to -
prevent me from troubling her any
more ; that this conduct of his at last
reaching the ears of Palmyra, shetook
him with her on that night when she
“was resolved to'wreak her revenge by

destroying me herself.

« Such was the principal part of
Ugo's relation, whose fidelity I could
not sufficiently admire.

0
Sl

e« We
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“We now continued our Journey,
till arriving at the forest of Lavagno
I beheld the ruinous castello where
you witnessed my unceasing griefs : its
situation agreed with my gloomy
thoughts, and I determined to make

it my future abode.

“There I remained three years, atthe
expiration of which time the faithful
old Ugo died. I sincerely lamented
his loss, and with my own hands made
his grave.

“ After I was deprived of him, I
determined to quit that place, and soon
after having found this cave, resolved
to pass the remainder of my life in it,
far removed from all who once knew

the unfortunate Gonzales. :
« Y should -
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1 should have obseryed befoge,
that Ugo ‘in his visits to a village
where he used to purchase my provi-
sions, learnt that Palmyra, having re-
mained some time in the apartment
where I had been confined, without
being able to make the people of the
~ house hear her, at length, as it was
supposed, became impatient of the
delay, and in her endeavours to force
the door burst a blood vessel, and the
next morning was discovered by her
domestics, who, astonished at her
long stay, bad entered the apartment,
lying nearly senseless on the floor.
She was conveyed immediately to
Genea, where, onthe second day, she
expired.” ;

Thus -did Gonzales terminate the

®

relation
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relation of his adventures, and Al-

phonso, in return, gave hien an account

of the events of his life, which greatly

astonished him. _
~

The next morning Alphonso endea-

voured to persuade Don Roderigo de

Gonzales to set out to meet his Leonora,
but this the generous Spaniard would

not consent to.

“ As you are bending jfour way to
Genoa, ‘Signor Alphonso,” ‘sai& he,
2 Télano lies in both our ways, and I
hope you will not believe me capable
of ‘leaving you for = moment, to whom

‘Tam under such vast obligations..

< As soon as you are able we will

set ¢

B
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set out, but I solemnly declare I will
- not depart hence without you.”

Alphonso, seeing_he was so firmly
; resolved, cef¥ed torhimportunehim\with
 solicitations, more partiéulal;ly as he
found his health returning, and con-
cluded that in a short time he should'
be able to. travel j

He now left his pallet, and as he’
was looking round hi;n, beheld the
small iron box that he had 'taken
out of the cofin in which he had hid
himself during the search of Spigno-
letti and his associates.

: e

iHe took it up, and after sofne dif-
ficulty forced open the lid: its con-
ients were some valuable diamond and

. pearl
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pearl ornaments, and some pieces of
gold coin. s

Alphonso did not hesitate to con-
clude this circumstance as another in-
terposition of providence in his favour,
for without this assistance he would
have been unable to proceed on his in-
tended journey to Genoé, and he had
no scruples in appropriating to his use
what, had he hot found, the grave

alone would have been the POssessor.

Owing to the constant caré and at-
tention of Gonzales, Alphonso was
now fast recovering, *and at the expi-
ration of two days more declared his
resolution of setting out the next
morning towards Genoa. And Gon-

zales
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zales being of opinion that he s
able, did not’oppose him in his wishes,
" and made the few preparations which

were necessary for the journey.

'Scarc‘ely‘ had the lark, with her
blithsome notes, bespoke the first dawn
~of morning, and ere the rays of the
sun had shone on the summits of the
distant mountains, or had tinged the
still more distant clouds with his ro-
seate beams, when ‘Alphonso and Gon-
zalés departed from their lowly habi-
tﬁtion, each animated by fond antici-
pations of future happiness with their

dearest earthly treasures.

Without any particular occurrence
they arrived mear Telano, where they
parted with mutual sentiments of"

SV OL. TIT. T esteem,
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esteem, Roderigo, ‘haste;ling 10 the
convent with anxious ifnpatience, to
entbrace his beloved Leonora, and to
terminate*her anxieties on his account,
and Alphonso proceeding to Genoa,
eager to acquaint Manfred with the
situation of his-daughter, that he might
employ means to force him to deliver
her up, resolving to release her, or die

in the attempt..

When he arrived at Genoa, he flew

&
to the pallazio of the conte, and there,
breathless with agitation, informed him

of the situation of his daughter.

Marfred instantly went to the doge,
who immediately dispatched an officer '
with his mandate to the-Duca de Ro-
dolpho, commanding him o answer to

the
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the senate fo;‘ the detention of the Sig-
hdra Victoria,”and to produce her in
six days to her father at the peul of
his lee

Rodolpho-tad, in the interim, left
his castello for Genoa; but Torralto,
who was still there, rcceiv:gad the or-
der, and sent it off privately to the
duca ; who, with proud defiance, re-
fused to obey it, alleging ‘that she-
lwa.s his affianced w1fe, and that he
was on the point of celebratmg his
nuptials with her ;. and then, in haughty
terms, bade the senate to remembér,
that the Darca de Rddo]pho was not to
“~_llave his actions questioned by those
1Wl_10m, his .large possessions and rank
rather enti(tled-hi‘m to give laws to than
o receive orders from.

o 12 This
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This answer he conveyed to Torral-
to who dehvered it to the doge’s of-
ficer, who by thls means was deceiv-
ed as to the residence of the duca, who
well knowing that he could not be
safe at Grenoa, where h"e had no means
of defence, remained there concealed,

that he might watch the: further mo-
tions of his enemies,

The officer now returned, to report
“the result of his mission to the senate,
- who, justlyv enraged .at the insolent
. deportment of the duca, immediately
invested the Conte Manfred and Al-
phonso in the commandsof a large
party of the troops of the state, with
orders to attack the Castello de Ro-
dolpho, and take prisoner, if possible,
the duca; Who was forthwith to be

& conducted
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|

conc,ucted to Gcnoa, there to answer
for his late gonduct and other acts of
. u more black and, atrocious nature,
which had been alleged against him
by the superior of the monastery of
. 8t. Benedict. And the order furthet
instructed them to take the persons of
Carlo Torralto and Dominic Sp]gno-
letti, and all other persons who should
be accomplices with the duca in resist-

ing the forces of the state.

With this order, and a considerable
number of troops, to which Manfred
added his numerous vassals, who were
to join his party at a place appointed
on the road to the castello, did the
. conte.and Alphonso prepare to leave
Genoa, while the unhappy contessa
hourly offered up her pious solicita-

o 13 tions
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tions to Heaven to preserve her hus-
band, and to grant him success in his
“present undertaking. G

Th-e exertions that were now making
to restore her beloved daughter to her
fond maternal arms, and the hope that
Heaven would grant them success;
availed more in lessening the alarm-
ing indisposition of the contessa, than
the weak efforts of medicines, Wilich
- cannot heal the deep-rooted disorders
of the mind.

~ CHAP.
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CHAP. VI

" Tuouen the duca had taken every
step human caution could suggest to
intercept Alphonso, yet, as it was pos-
sible he might escape his well-laid
plans, he deemed it necessary to re-
turn to Genoa, that he might the more
readily observe the movements of Conte
Manfred, who would probably, on
gaining information of his daughter’s

situation, use such means to deliver :
her, as, if not timely prevented, might

endanger his safety.

He therefore commissicned Torralto
to hire a certain number of men with
o 14 “all
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all possible seerecy from a neighbour-
ing state, who were commanded by
the _Signoi's Orlando, Verezzio, and -
Rhinaldo, men of desperate fortunes,
and ready to expose their lives in
any cause, however repugnant to laws

human or divine.

These troops he ordered to be se-
creted in the huts of the peasants on
his domains, leaving a sufficient num-
ber at the castello to protect it from
any sudden attack; and thus having
taken every step to ensure his safety
that could be thought of, he waited

impatiently the event.

His rage was ungovernable when
he learnt that Alphonso had escaped
the many snares he had laid for him,
: and .

A
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and which, indeed, he must have fallen
into, if he bad not lost his way in the
immense forest; which circumstance,
added to his narrow escape from the
relentless hand of death, had so greatly
delayed htn, that all the parties which
for some time had been employed in tra-
vérsing the different roads by which he
musthavepassedinordertoreachGenoa,
returned to the Castello de Rodolpho,
concluding that he had already escaped
them—a signal proof of the watch-
ful protection of an almighty provi-
‘dence, who, under the garb of mis-
fortunes, which, could we look into
futurlty, we should find were bless-
ings bestowed on us, and keeps us

from real evils,
o

% ¥h  'When,
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When, therefore, 'the duca found
" that Conte Manfred, assisted by Al-
phonso, was assembling with the great-
est expediti&n both his own vassals
and the tmops-df the state to attack
his castello, he hastily ré¥raced his
wayﬂback from Genoa, 'and; on his
* arrival, summoned to his presepcé the

Ahead warder.

« Warder,”” said he, * take the war
trumpet, and blow a blast frém the .
towéring summit of the castello, and
. wave on high the banners of thy
lord.” 7

The warder, bowing low, instantly
prepared to obey, and aseending a lofty
turret, gave to the I&reeze the sono-

rous notes of war.

The.
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The lengthened and  redoubled
sounds rolled on the distant summits
_of the Alps, and winding along the
“-sides of those terrific mountains, de-
scended to the vallies below. 4
i Thrice did he repeét it, énd thrice
op‘high did the proud bahner of Ro-
ddlpho wave in the passing gale; and
-at the well known signal the nume-
rous vassals and hired troops, hastily
arming themselves, repaired to.the
castello. i
The Duca, de Rodolpho, mdunf'egl ;
on a superb ;zourser, that, impatient of
controul with foaming mouth, éhamp-
ed the golden bit, was pacing the exten-
sive area in front of the éa.stel»lo, view- -
ing the troops as in crowds they rush-
A 16 el
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ed through the great gates, and were
marshalled in military order by thelr

commanders

Well pleased with the numerous
and hardy bands that soon were ranged
before him, whom he feared not
would be able to resist every at-

témpt that the insulted state were
~ able to make in order to reduce him
to submission, he felt no fears on that
account, and “hastened to give them
their instructions, that he might visit
Victoria, whom he burnt with impa-
‘tience again to behold after s0 long

an absence.

“* Rinaldo,” said he, calling to one
~ of the leaders of his mercenaries;

¢ place
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¢« place a double guard on the walls
of the castel]o.

“ From what I have learnt from
Genoa, Manfred, with the scanty
forces of the state, means to attack
me.—Foolish man! In such a contest
he seeks his own destruction, for jin
these strong walls I can defy him,
~and all the éﬁ'orts of the Genoese se-

nators.

- ““ When the guards are placed, let
the troops have some refreshment, and
then the breaches time has made in
our lofty walls must be repaired.—
vAnd,. Rinaldo, let the other leaders
know we hold a war council in the
north hall at sunset,”
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The troops were now dismissed, in
order to refresh themselves, and pre-

pare for their ensuing labours.

Acecustomed to implicit ebedience,
they hardly inquired the nature of the
cause they were engaged in, well
knowing, that whether it was right or
wrong, it was of little consequence to

them, as they must obey.

The trumpet soon summoned them
from their hasty repast ; many parties
- were 'em'p'l.oyed» on the walls; the
breaches were soon repaired ; the can-
non moun.ied on the ramparts, the em-
brasures ¢leared of the choaking weeds.
The guards were posted, and received
their different orders; the ancient in-
habitants of the forest were hewn down

in
€ L
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in-order to form the huge portcullises
and strengthen the gateways.

The drawbridges were fep;xired.
The warders of the castello were bu-
sied in inspecting the ponderous chains
and fastenings, and the cannoneers in
examining the _ cannons, which were

grown rusty with long disuse.

' Proudly did the banners which werd
decorated with the arms of the duca
wave with the gale;, from the stern
battlements of the castello, whose
towers were now filled with the armed

soldiery.

As soon as evening apProached, the
trumpet sounded; the drawbridges,
creaking on their ponderous- hinges,
L = were
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were drawn up ; the night-watch was
commenced, and ’_che rest,of the men,
retiring to the' lofty halls, cheered -
themselves after their laborious em-

ploy with the erilivening flask.

The Duca de Rodolpho, attended
by his captains, surveyed the works

with the minutest attention.

He ordered large parties to proceed
to the neighbouring states, to procuré
provisions for the troops, because he
éxpepted that his enemies, - finding all
attempts against the castello fruitless,
would endeavour to'staryve him into a .
surrender, which circumstance he de-
termined by a proper foresight to
prevent. '

i
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As soon as the watch was set, Rhi-
naldo, with. Orlando and Verezzio,
- repaired tothe north hail,‘ as directed
by the duc'a,v in order to consult with
him concerning- the necessary steps
which should be taken respectmg their

future operations.

Rhinaldo and Orlando were both
men of long tried courage.

Orlando was of an ardent disposition,
hating controul. His capacities were
great, and his resolutions quickly
formed. At one glance he could dis-
cover the secret Springs that set a plot
in motion, and as suddenly he could
.. devise means to counteract the scheme..
He was of a commandingr figure,

and
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and seemed formed for great enter-
prizes. , . '

On the other hand, Rhinaldo was
possessed of a great share of cunning;
and was of a dark, designing disposi-
tion. His countenance never betrayed
the secret workings of his heart—he
could hold a conversation with and
profess a friendship to the man, whom
perhaps the next moment he would
grasp a dagger to destroy.

- Crafty in his plans, he proposed to
the others to attack Conte Manfred’s
party on their march, by concealing
thémsel‘ves in the defiles through which
they must pass. :

But
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But this was opposed by Orlando,
who represented the danger of weaken-
ing their forces when no real advan-
tage could be gained by lessening those
of the enemy, who would doubtless
_return in double numbers. At present, 7
‘Manfred and his people were, no douf)t,
in their ideas confident of success,
“and it was better to let them remain so,
as they would be easier surprised
when before the walls of the castello,
and the party cut off without leaving
one to carry back to Genoa. the news
of their defeat.

Spignoletti, who was “admitted to
the consultation, seemed to exult in
. this idea—blood was his delight—his
savage soul knew no other joy than

in
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in the destruction of his fellow crea-

tures... | !

Verezzio, having asked fhe duca
how far the forces of Conte Manfied
were from the castello when the last
accounts arrived, roused him from a

deep reverie, which he was indulging

without attendihg to the disputes of

Rhinaldo and Orlando, and he replied,
that they were then near the wood of
Valdarno, and, that in all probability,
they would arrive before the castello

in two or three days.

Having said this he again relapsed
into his deep ruminations, from which,
however, he was once more disturbed
by the loud disputes of Rhinaldo and
‘Orlando.

: Orlande
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Orlando bltterI) reproached hls op-

ponent fos Wlshmﬂ' ta overcoiae the
| enerhy by stratagem rather than in an
open and honourable 'way, and made
some unpleasant reflections on his ‘sus-

pected courage,

Stung to the qulck Rhinaldo re-
phed by drawing his sword to attack
Orlando, who immediately returned

his charge with the greatest fury.

Rodolpho now undauntedly stepped
- between the combatants, and haugh-
{ily bade them put up their swords,
and to reserve their courage and blood
for the approaching contest, not to spill

. itinidle quarrels, like children,

Awed bydﬁs commands, tney at
length,
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leng‘th, though wifh évfident relue-

tance, complied.

But when Orlando’s back ‘wasr
turned, Rhinaldo, watching for an op-
portunity, stabbed him with his stiletto,
and was going to repeat the blow,
when the enraged duca perceiving him,
~ drew his sword and sheathed it in his
Body. :

Both Rhinaldo and Orlando fell,
and the ’marble floor of the hall was
\stained with the “sanguiné stream

which flowed from their wounds.

Some of the soldiers were now called
in, who bore them from the hall to
their chambers; whereggherr woundg

. were
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were examined: that of Orlando ap-
peared to be slight, but Rhinaldo’s

had a more serious appearance.

The Castello ‘de Rodolpho rose on
the summit of a romantic steep, “at the:
* bottom of which rolled the waves of

a large lake. e

The sides of the precipices were
‘covered with ‘trees of various kinds,
which grew among the interstices of
the rocks, and concealed theif rugged
forms: amongst them the larch and

~ pine were themosffreciuent.

The front of the castello was oppo-
' site to a large space of ground, which
‘was covered with huge trees, whose
clustering foliage excluding the beams

" of
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of the sun, even in his meridian glare !
they seemed to frown with midnight
gloom over the earth they covered.

As on the sides of the castello which
rose above the precipice, but little
danger could be apprehended from the
attack of an enemy, the walls were
slight ; but on the other sides, where
the hostile attacks might be expected,
there the means of resistance were the
greatest. The walls were of an im-

penetrable thickness.

Thg moat was broad, and full of
water,.and could only be crossed by
means of the ponderous bridges, which

were drawn up when the castello was
attacked.

Loop—hol‘é_'!a
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Loop-holes were constructed in the
walls, in every, part where the arcﬁers
could annoy the enemy, and merlons .
mised on the walls, to protect the
cannoneers from the weapons of the
hesiegers. : |

The Duca de Rodolpho was seri-
ously disturbed by the fatal events
which terminat'ed‘ the consu‘ltéption, as
.by it he had, at least for a time, lost
the assistancé e_g)f' .two of his captains,
who were esteemed to be very expert

in the wily stratagems of warfare.

Vi-gi]ant to ‘extremes, he neglected
nothing that could contribute to the
defence of his cas{éllb, although he
despised his enémy,l and felt confident
of success.

U

VOL, IIL K Al



A94 - _MONTONT.

At an early hour the next morning |
he sent for Spignoletti and Verezzio,
and was for a long time busily ems
i)lo)'ed with them in .su'rveying the ex-

terior of the castello,

Under the idea that the trees which
fronted it would obstruct the flight of
the b;ll‘s)and arrows, and aﬁ'o'rd pro-
tection to the enemy, he ordered a

great pa.rt of them to be cut down.

Victoria had, for many days after
the depalture of Ro&olpho, indulged
the hope that she should shortly be li-
bera@ed; but when some weeks had
elapsed, and that desired event had not
taken place, she thén gave way to. her
melancholy ruminations ; for she con-
cluded that Alphonso had perished in
attempting to reach Genoa. - &

As

1
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- As she was one day sittfng MOurn-
fully at her _casement, which .com-

|
s manded a view of a distant part of the

| ramparts, she was astonished to hear
the loud blasts of the trumpet, and,
Vshmfly after, to see a number of men

busily e'mployed about the walls.

She now concluded gtha't._ﬁie duca
was returnéd from Genoa, and that -he

would put his threats into execution.

- She thought of her father, her “in—
(}ufgent mother, and deplored the sap-
posed fate of Alphonso. , #

Atnid her griefs, she raised her tear-
ful eyes to Heaven.

\

< Yes, there,” said she—¢* there we

shall be united, when thls earthly sub- :
 stance shall be no more.

. K 2 « When
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““ When the last sigh has departed
my pale lips, I shall fiy to realms of
bliss, to meet thee, my beloved parents, *
) th.ee, my adored Alphonso.

« With what pleasure shall 1 quit
this vale of misery, when it pleases
thee, oh, Father of the Universe, t(f re-
quire iny soul !

Tl i:hen, strengthen, I beseech
thee, my pious resolutions to béar with
aesignation thy' almlghty will.  Pro-
tect me from the dreadful horrors Wlth
which F am threatened' Protect me
from my bitter enemy, Rodolphb W

Thus sadly did ‘Victoria pass that
day. ' :

W hen nwht bad drawn her shadowy

veﬁ .
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somew hat surf)rised to hear the regular

responses of the watch.

From this circumstance she con-
mchldec‘l that the duca expected to be
attacked ; and trusting that Alphonse
;liad_ safely arrived at Genoa, her hopes

;returned, and gave her strength to
undergo the miseries of confirement,
and await with patience the event
“which would decide her fate.

She had not as yet seen the duca,
and concluded, his being intent on the
‘préparatiori_s of which she had a faint

glimpse, was the cause.

In the morning, as she was looking
around, shethought she saw him and
. §pigxioletti, on the distant ramparts,
' % 3 giving
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giving directions to some workmen;
but of this ‘she was uncertain, as she
had only a hasty view of bim as he
passed along’ :

When Spignoletti came with her.
provis_ions; she veqt@red to ask him the
cause of \tl;‘e preparations sile haa par-
tially Witknessrcdr, and was delig&ted to.
hear that her father and Alphonso were

ccihin.g to attempt her release.

"The remainder of Sp'ignoletti’sAip-
formation, however, somewhat allayed
‘the happiness ‘.she felt; for from him
she understood that the duca was ap-

proaching her chamber.

He had scarcely informed.her'ofl' that
circumstance, when Rodolpho entered 3

and Spignoletti retired. . .

“ Once .



MONTONI, 199

* Once more, Victoria,” said he,
«“am 1 come a suitor for your hand.
‘I would wish you to give willingly

what else I shall take by force.

" « Do not hope that the approach of
Conte Manfred will give you freedom ;
for, in attacking me, he secks his cer-
.taiq destruction, and renders thee more

securely mine. . -

s« Therefore, Victoria, prepare; for

to-morrow’s dawn must behold thee

my bride.

¢« I swear by ihep'owers above, that

nothing shall shake my resolution.

¢ No: though the yawning graves

were to give up their dead, and they
~werg to assume the most hideous forms
‘ : to
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to appal me, still would I persevere in

my determination.

< Indulge not then, Victoria, vzﬂn.
hopes ; for the bride of Rodolpho thou

must be.”

“ Rather- may I be unmited to my
: grave!” firmly returned Victoria—
¢ rather endure the most lingering de-
parture from this world—rather be
~ torn to pieces by the wild inhabitants
of the forest, th'an' be allied to sin and

murder, blackened tenfold in thee !

¢ No, R.bdolpho: rather than call
thee husband, I would tear out my
tongue, and dash it, quivering with
life, to the earth, to. preserve it from

such a contaminating word.”

While Victoria was speaking, the
dark
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dark countenance of the duca assumed

a livid hue. =

He trembled with extreme rage, on

s 5 . ~
finding that no intreaties, no fears,
could bave any effect to undermine her

fortitude, and induce her to consent.

“ Haughty fair !” said he, do not
think to alarm me by.thy high-sound~
ing words ; for I shall yet find a way to
tame thy proud spirit, and stop those
ebullitions of childish passion, of no
import except to accelerate my pur-

. poses.”

So saying, he left the dungeon, and

Victoria t® her miserable thoughts.

No mode short of self-destruction
presented itself, by which she could
Lope to avoid the detestable union.

«What !,
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¢ What!” thought she, ¢ must I
then become a suicide, to avoid the fell
barbarian? Is there no other way ?
Gracibus Heaven, look down, and il;

thy mercy proteét me !

¢ Thou art my only comfort, in this

extremity of woe !

““ In thy never-failing goodness will
I now, though surrounded by horrors
from which every hope of escape seems

excluded, most piously rely !>

Here Victoria paused; for Whﬁﬂlet
it was the echo of her voice, or effected
by some sﬁpernatural power, is uncer-

“tain; yet she distinctly heard the last
word repeated.

< Father of Mcrcies‘!” said she,

“ what
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e wh& was that? Sarely it could not
f be the ez'ho.of my Voice. “Ah, no! let
- me ﬁunk it was some good benevolent
an&»l sent to comfort me, in this dread-
- ful ens1s of my fate. L3 ¢
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g = (i)h., Power Supreme! that with

thy all-seeing eye surveys my hapless

®ate; listen, L bescech thee, fo my pe-

titions, and cgmfort me with thy gra-

| ¢dlous mércy, beneath the pressure of

" my calamities; for much,wcﬂi, much !
do T need -thy powerful support.”

Amldst these ejaculations, the. even- .

ing approached

Victoria, too much agitated to think
- of repose, passed ‘the night in a state
. of misery not to be described.

She



o S MONTOXI. -

‘She .w'atched the shades of’e\%ning,
as they deepened into the gloom of
nﬁght ; then gazed on the silver moon.

- as it rolled majestic through the

heavens,

She trembled, on observing the ruddy
streaks of the east, and its lustre gra-
dually fade away, ‘as the risipg. sul?
threw his broad beams over the hemi-

sphere, and brought op the eveniful
moon )

END OF VOL. III.
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