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PARDON me; rmy lord, if T say, g]ug%
‘which appears to you a swaect: of con-
gratulation, fills me thh anxiety and
regret. - Are you aware what you have
“done ? You have delegated to another,
a right solemaly intrusted. t&»yourself-—-a
right you were bound. sacredly to. pre-
serve.. And to whom have you tmns—
ferred the authority thus bequea.thedf
To one; you will reply, who- leved thb :
mother of this orphan Chﬂd'—t()“ -one;
whose boundless power epables her to
bestow on. this sweet object of our soli-
ad



cz.tud!é every earthly good-—}')ut happz-
ngss, My lod! i

Well have I studied the character of -
this child of my aﬁ'e_ctlons, and know
that the bosem of retirement and peace,
15 the only soil in which her native vir-
tues can safely flourish. Can I then,
without trembling, learn, my lord, that
on quitting herconvent she is to become
the inhabitant of a court?—the inhabi-
‘ant of a court |—with no disinterested
adviser—no maternal fiiend to guard her -
‘tom being betrayed by those very: vir=
‘ues which adorn her character !—where
‘he sensibility—the sweetness of tem-
ser—the artlessness which have for years
‘orme the charm of my life, will be turn~

od, by the malignant and unfeeling, into-
weapons against herself.

Nor‘am [ consoled by the assurance
that” the Queen mother has undertaken
to procure her an establishment suitable
to one under her avowed protection.
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" Far rather would 1 have beheld my Sﬁ-
bma united to the obJect of her own *
‘chou,e, living on hier paternal estate, and #
- surrounded by those affecuona.te-depen-
dants, who w:tnes:ed and Sbared_ the
_happiness of her parents. I would ‘have
seen ‘her, by ‘a -steady pmseverance in
‘that plan of judicious but liberal eco=-*
nomy praetised by her father, restore to
the house of ‘\'Iontlesor itsoriginal Splen-
dor. ;Such were the dreams in wly(‘h I h
once fondly indulged, while my sorrow
for the loss of my fitends, was allevmted 1
by beholding this their sweet memﬁ;nto, :
happily sporting around me; and as I
daily developed in_ her genius, her sim-
plicity, the affectmg candour of her mmd
some new and endearing claim _to my
affection, I have dared to think that
heaven in its mercy meant, t{;rouO'E' her,
‘to gild the evening of my days with that
inshine denied . to my morn of lifes -
ut fallen, and frustrated are my hopes ¥
\ THEUDOBE.
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Irisin vain, my lord you seek by detanl—?

ing the splendor which awaits my child, |
to blind me to the perils, by which tha@

“ splendor is environed. Her wild and in- ‘5
nocent playfulness, which I was wont to.
contemplate with 5o pure a pleasure
while near me, now returns on my me- |
mory,only to fright from thence the fear-
tess delight it once ereated.

 Excuse, my lord, the foreboding ter-
rors of one, to whose soul, happiness has

_come like a beam of lightning, which is

‘seen; and is then no more. The wife of
my affection was snatched from me, even
at the moment I was, unsuspiciously,
rqc,ucmg over the -emotions awakened
on first becoming a parent. Her pre-y,
cious. relic survived its mother, only/
fong enough to make me feel her death
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wsecond timé, - From the despair occas,
sioned by this' double stroke, I sought
consolation in the bosom of relmon.
The duties lmposedmn me by the hoI)
orders I had entered, first. made me ac~
quainted with the Count and Countess
de Montresox, in, Whose friendship and
socletyl once more began, to taste of
peace and in thelr infant, found an ob-
ject. to fill the dreadful void the loss of
my own had occasioned. .. ot

The Count’s SwInmons to the ﬁeld of
honor, first mtloduced misery mto that
'1bode, which had been, till then, the
mansxon of felicity. . .You, my lord, who
saw him fall, and watched oves his dy-
mcr morents, well . know how dear to .
hu;n were those beings he intrusted to
yOur care, one of whom so soon follow ed
4 him to! ﬁn eady grdve, that it seemed to .
double the importance of the surviving.
charcre To me it render ed her tenfold Lg
de’ar -—-whlle your condescending £0 as-



x
sociate me in the sacred office, which
* had devolved on yourself, by thrdwing
her more 1mmedrately nder my perSQ-‘ —
nal care, taught me fully to apprecxate
the value' of a creature so rarely gxfted
The task of cultivating her ductile mind,
became to me a dream of pleasure, F
taught her the native language of my"
lost Sidney, and loved to listen to her-
soft accents as she addressed me in it.
But let my soul forget the past. By de- -
grees she so intimately entwined herself -
around my heart, that she became the
sole object of my earthly affections.
- My lord, if I have not roused you to
. asense of the dangers of that plan you
have adopted for your ward, T trust’l
have offered, in the tenderness which
presses on my heart, some apolocry for
the liberty of my remonstrances.

. THEODORE.
s
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vnﬂ"rm THREE nms AFTER THE
rxxcspme. '

ThE events; from «t’ﬁe contemplation of -
which my soul  shrinks; have then at
length taken place=~Sabina has quitted -
her convent—is irrevocably contracted
- toastrangeryand has™ aheady'é’ntéred
on the career of dissipation ! May.the %
result gof -your plan, my lord, convinge
meoflmyxsd0111. ehs s sl oleq
Yoy B "THEODORE, - %
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CHAP. 1 Bara
g &
Trose acquamted with the dehght,fql
scenery which embellishes the bd;dew
of the Seine, will enter into the feehngs,
of the youth, who now approaching its
banks, beheld for the first time, its rm}nr
tivated hills, rich woods, and smilinﬁ':é
vales, softened by the light of a clear”
moon, and refreshed by a thunder storm, y
which had just past off. B
Though this stranger was of the agé W
when novelty gives a charm to every ob- -
ject in nature—and light-hearted fanCYg;
YOE, I, & 4 B o i
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* paints them in the vivid colours of hope
- and pleasure—a degree of pensiveness
‘stole into his mind with the recollection
: of his native land, as he compared it
' with that he was contemplating; and
' for a moment, he felt something like
- egret at having quitted it.
But so elastic are the spirits, which
‘haveneyer been depressed by sorrow, in
_ the happy period of early life—that a
~thought—a word—a sound can rouse
hilarity. and banish care! The pensive
moments of youth, are but as the light
" ¢louds of summer, scudding over the
meridian sun, which veil for an mstant
the heavenly orb, but in the néxt, it
again streams forth with additional splen-
dour. So brightens the fair face of
youth as the transient fore-taste of his
destiny, is driven from his imagination
* by some joyous idea !
« The distant song of frolic gaiety,
= borne to the ear of Sapieha on the even-
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szm THELOVER s
ing breeze, caused'a total revolution in"
his ﬁeelmgs ; ‘and ‘presently He perceWed
a market boat making round one "6f
those majestic sweeps, which give to
that ce}ebrated river - its beautlful va-
riety.

As the boat apploached its well phed
oars beat' time to the merry roundelay,
sung by the passengers on board. Sa-
pieha, re-animated by the cheerfulness of
the happy songsters, joined, as the vessel #
danced gaily by him, in the eXhiIa»l'af.titfo?"
chorus, till the songsunk to a murmur, «
and the boat was lost in distance. He
now tumed from the lovely prospect,
and with bounding steps bent his way'
towards his hotel. ~ As he was carelessly .
surveying, in hisroad thither, the houses
which he passed, his attention was sud- «
denly” cau0ht by remarking a female
issue from a door which stood open op=
posite to him; and after vainly making
a signal to some one within to foﬁow =

B2



&

4 ~ 4/'THE HUSBAND

‘her, return, and conduct from the man-
sion a young lady, who appeared with
reluctance and shrinking timidity, to
traverse the street with her companion.
+ Although she was closely veiled, there
was 1n her air, a certain grace and dig-
nity, which led him to conjecture that
she was of no mean rank : and he con-
tinued to keep his eyes fixed on them,
as they walked at a short distance be-
" fore him, in the same direction he was
himself going.

- The females passed the hotel at which
he was about to stop; and Sapieha
paused for a moment to consider if he
should indulge the curiosity which
- urged him to continue following them,
or check an inclination which his sense
of propriety whispered him was unjus-
tifiable. While he stood" irresolute, he
perceived a gentleman, who appeared in
a state of inebriety, rudely seize the
" younger female, and endeavour to force
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her from her companion. It was in vain
they implored him to desist, their terror
seemed but to encourage his insolence,
Sapicha thus called on, darted forward
to their rescue, and drawmg his sword, -
msisted on the immediate release of the
lady.

The tone of menace in which he
spoke startled the assaulter, andinduced
his instant obedience; but: on ‘his
‘loosing his_ hold, it appeared that his
captive had fainted. By this time a
crowd had gathered about them, ‘and
the elder female distracted by her fears,
wildly intreated Sapieha to save them.,
The youth assuring her she might con=
fide in his honour, proposed conducting
them to a place of safety, in which they
ight remain till the fair stranger was
recovered, and the crowd dispersed. = To
this considerate proposal she eagerly
consented, and Sapieha taking the stlll
lifeless lady in his arms, led the way to

B3
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his hotel, into which the elder followed

hﬂl. 3 ; §oi 3 %
. .Having carried his charge up stairs,

~and gently laid her on a couch, he was

.about to remove her veil, and to sum-

mons, the domestics to her assistance,
when her companion stopping him ex-

-elaimed :— Generous Chevalier, may I

. thope that. your honorable  protection. of

-

iwo helpless strangers will be extended

- still. further, by forbearing to call .any

other witness of my imprudence, and
swearing, should chance again introduce

you to this lady, that you will not; by

recognizing her, betray our secret ”

s ¢ Isolemnly promiseall you exact,”
replied Sapieha impatiently. Theperson
to whom he addressed himself now ap-
plled such remedies as were at hand

: for the restoration of the fair unknown,

and he as'si»duously gave her his assist-
‘ance. ;
; Deeply as the youthful Chew alier
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" ‘'was thus e;xgaged," he ‘could 'not help
observing the uncommon loveliness: of
“her features. ‘How then' did: thrs ad-
miration ~ gradually- increase, as with
returning life ‘“the pmre and eloqaent
blood” slowly mantled on her cheek,and
again dyed her lips with rosy freshness !
On the perfect return of the lovely
stranger’s  senses, she ‘found her hand
clasped in that of her affectionaté at-
tendant, whose looks were fixed on her'
with earnest solicitude.
“ My dear lady,” said she soﬁly,
¢ how are you ?”
¢ I'scarcely know,” was the reply.
“For Heaven’s sake, Camilla, where am
1? what has happened to me ?*
« Jf you will listen patiently, 6my
dear lady, T will give you every satis-
“faction you require.”” “She then briefly
related what had occurred to ‘them;
‘ -concludmggher narrative with a e@mgh-
2 & 84 :

£
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‘ment to their champion, and a request.
that herauditor would testify her sensg
-of the obligation he had conferred: scm,
=’them 2 4- :
-~ On saying - this, she beckoned the
youth, who approaching with the utmost
respect, expressed- the pleasure hefelt
in having been' the happy instrument in
‘rescuing them from: their rude assaulter.
He finished this modest address, by re-
.questing permission to aseertain whether
the crowd, who were drawn together by
the affray, had dispersed, when he would
see them home in safety.
~1:This obliging and delicate proposal
~was gratefully -accepted by his prote-
~ gées; and Sapieha, after entreating them'
o pass the time of his short absence in
'co‘mposing themselves, took his leave,
There was an open frankness in his
" countenance, which irresistibly inspired
~confidence; and contributed greatly in
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~ diffusing serenity over the sweet features
c'sf'hel, to whom he more particularly
‘addressed himself,

* What would have been the feehngs '
of the excellent father Theodore, could
he have imagined that the young lady,
who with an air of so much mystery,
had been strangely perambulating, at an
hour so improper, the streets of Paris,
was that child of his affections, for
whose future destiny he was so deeply '
interested—and her companion, that
very Camilla, who having been brought
up under the patronage of the late
Countess, and greatly attached to that
lady, he hoped by continuing with Sa-

_bina, from whom she had never been
separated, might serve, in some measure,
as a guide to her inexperience. The
térror, however, with which the first
knowledge of this event, so calculated to
overwhelm him, would have been some-
what lessened, could he have over-heard

BD G
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‘the followingdiscourse, as it would have.
convinced him, that the expedition,
which had thus thrown her on the
mercy of ‘a ‘total stranger, owed its
‘origin solely to imprudence---not guilt.

. -
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CHAP, IL

No sooner had the Chevalier closed the
door after him, than the younger female,
turning to her companion, exclaimed:
« Imprudent Camilla! to what terrors.
and degradations has my following your
advice exposed me! Good God ! what
can the Baroness think, if she misses me!
and what an opinion will the Marquis
de Briscacier, conceive of his affianced
bride, should a partial knowledge of this
affair reach him !”

¢ My dearyoung lady,” replied Camilla
inavoeice of contrition, “ pardon me, in-
consideration, that my agony of affright
+ hasscarcely been exceeded by your own. .
Had I foreseen the humiliating adven-
ture which has befallen us, for worlds,

B6
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- would I not have urged you to the step

you'have this evening takKen. But I
bless Heaven! that we are now safe!
let me entreat you therefore to compose
your agitated spirits, and trust me, no
further mischief will happen. Pray en-
deavour to . divert these unpleasant
thoughts from your mind, by informing
me, while we await the return of the
Chevalier, what destiny, the Egyptian
Sibyl has promised you? Let me, at

- least, have the satisfaction of knowing,

that she has relieved you from the

suspense which induced you to consult
her?”

Here Camilla paused, and fixing her
inquiring looks on ‘Sabina, waited: a
reply. ;

For some time she vainly waited—
tears started into the eyes of her young

~companion, and sighs burst from her

bosom. At length she said, in a_plain-
tive yoice—s¢ Would to HeavenAI had
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never listened to the predictions of this
woman ! and yet,” she added, endea-
vouring to force a smile, *¢ I ought
perhaps rather to blush at the credulity
which tempted me to consult her, than
place any confidence in the oracle she
delivered to me.” i

¢ Indeed,” observed Camilla in a
tone of pique, ¢ I can never myself
feel ashamed of that credulity, as you
are pleased to term it, in which the
great Henry shared: this you must ac-
knowledge is evident, from his having
caused the nativity of the Dauphin to
be cast.* But will you not tell me
‘what happened to you, from your leaving
me in the anti-room, to your rejoining
me after your interview with the
Sibyl #”

¢ You must remember,” said Sabina,
* Henry the 4th obliged La Riviere, his- first

physician, to cast the nativity of Lis son.
Vide Sully’s Memoirs, Vol. 3, page gg.
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s with ‘what reluctanice I followed her
‘emissary, when informed ‘that' I could
only be admitted alone into her apart-
ment; and had you not made me
ashamed of ‘the weaknéss of leaving
the house, without ‘accomplishing the
purpose for which T had encountered so
many difficulties to reach 'it, I should
have positively refused to follow her.
She led me up several flights of steps,
when after passing through a:ong nar-
row passage, lighted only by a single
lamp, we stopped oppositea closed door.
My conductor thrice knocked distinetly
on it, a hollow voice from within ex-
claimed—¢ Enter,” on which the door,
untouched, flew open: my companion
grasping my arm, led, or rather dragged
me into the middle of the chamber, and
instantly disappearing, ‘the door closed
with a noise which made me start. I
cast my eyes around me, and perceived
that the walls were hung with black, on
2
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‘which were described various incom-
iprehensible figures. Spheres, telescopes,
‘with skins of hideous animals, were con~
“fusedly scattered -about. - The obscurity
‘which pervaded the apartment on my
first entrance, »'was gradually ssucceeded
by the most brilliant illumination ; and
directing my eyes ‘to the upper end, I
-espied, seated at a table, on which syere
“placed pens, ink, paper, sbooks, and cu-
rious instruments, a wenerable figure,
whose countenance expressed the most .
impenetrable gravity. She was clad in
‘black, and ‘held in her hand a white
wand, with whieh she waved me to
approach. I certainly felt myself im-
'pressed with awe and terror, by the so-
lemnity and stillness which  reigned
around; and it was ~with sensations,
which searcely permitted me to breathe,
that I obeyed her mysterious command.
I had advanced to within a few paces of
the place where she sat, when she pointed
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with her wand to a cirele described
.around her, motioning me to stop. T
complied—when rising she approached
me, and stretched out her brown and-
shrivelled: arm.  In obedience to her
silent direction T had drawn off my
glove, and presented her my hand ; she
fixed her wildly penetrating. eyes on
it, and was on the point of breaking
- the silence which she  had  hitherto
'p}esgrved, when the sentence that ho-
vered on her lips was suspended by a
tremendous clap of thunder. It broke
over our heads with ' a crash so terific,
as for' a few seconds to deprive me of all
' consciousness ; but gradually it rolled
off—its awful rumbling became fainter
and fainter, till it quite died away.

The Sibyl then grasping the trembling
fingers, ‘which she still detained, thus
-addressed me : :

- % Long is the line of misfortune which
thy palm exhibits—the fatal sisters are,
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“¢’en now; employed in weaving the
dak thread. of thy destiny—and ere
Launa shall thrice become a crescent—
thy heart, yet: uncorroded by grief,
shall feel its first approaches, by re-
ceiving at once the arrows. of lover and
sorrow.” 1
I started, and would have withdrawn -
my hand, but forcibly detaining it, she
continued,— Lady, thou art young
and innocent, and know mnot yet the
waywardness of the female heart—-«th‘ine
will betray - thee, and rejecting him
whom thou art bound to -love, 1t; will
become the victim of ‘him it should
disdain.” _ -
1 was about to address her, but with
decision  she 'said, — ¢ Lady, 1 have ;
done.”* Immediately waving her wand,

* The author is indebted to a friend for this
. description of mummeries, which she herself saw
~ exhibited at the house of one of these impostors

whom she affected to consult. The reflecting
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the ‘door agam flew open, my former
guide appeared, and led me back to the
room in ‘which T had left you. = You
see therefore that so far from givingme
' any satisfaction on the point respeeciing
‘which T was desirous of  consulting her,
she has suggested a new subject for un- '
" easiness; of which I had before no: ap-
prehension.” \
Sabina, in drawing out her handker-
" chief to wipe away the tears which, as
she uttered this, again filled her eyes,
‘dropped a small case that was entangled .
in it. +Camilla instantly picked it up;
and, desirous for the present of giving a
turn to the canversation, which she
_wfound, ‘if ‘much further pursued, might
" totally unfit her lady for regaining their
‘home, said, after examining it for a
moment : “ Mademoiselle Stanhope
~mind must be sensible how artfully they prepareg

the credulous, to receive as oracles, the absurd
“ rhapsodies to which they there listen, ;



AND THE LOVER. hade

would give. much for this resemblance
of you ; 4t is certainly an admirable like-+
.ness: but I am persuaded it will possess
~equal value in the estimation of him for
whom it was drawn.”

“ What can be. the reason,” mter- !
Tupted Sabina, on whom the impro= '
priety of her situation now painfully
pressed---¢ What can be the reason that
the Cavalier does not come back?”

“I am at a loss to guess,” replied °
Camilla, rising hastily, and going to the
window. « It is very dark, and I thmk
wet.” ’, :

“«Surely we bl e endeavour to
find our way out of this house,” ob-
served the now agitated girl; ¢ let usy
without losing more time, be gone.”

At that moment a clap of thunder, -
still louder and more terrific than that
she bad just described, shook the apart-
ment—the rain in torrents washed the
casements—and heavy gusts of wind,
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Tushing through the passages of the
"mansmn, made them both direct their
5 eyes towards the door, in the expecta-
_tion that some one was in the act of

opening it.

Camilla, with much anxiety, ob-
¢ “served, in the pallid countenance and

‘quick respiration of her young charge,

the excessive dismay which assailed her,
- and bent her every thought to restore
. ‘her presence of mind and resolution.

This she imagined might most effectu-

ally be accomplished by diverting her

attennén from her own very unpleasant
sﬁuatmn, while the violence of the storm
obliged them to continue in it.

. As she, cast her eyes around the sa-

'loon, in search of something capable of
- producing this effect, she remarked a

small case lying in an open book not far

from them ; she hastily approached it,
and found it to be a miniature well wor-
thy inspection, She advanced eagerly
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towards her lady, and putting it into her .
hand, asked if she had ever seen a more .
Tremarkable physiognomy. But Sabina
heeded not her words—her every sense
was at that moment completely absorb-
ed in listening=to footsteps, which were
ascending the stairs leading to the sa-
loon.

The sounds were now distiﬁctly heard |
by them both, traversing the passage,
and approaching the door of the apart-
ment in which were the fugitives. ;

“ Can that be the Cavalier’s voice ?”
tremblingly asked Sabina, as the tones
of 2 man audibly struck her ear.

The reply of Camilla was for a mo-
ment checked by a loud laugh, which
evidently proceeded from a second per-
son, to whom it appeared the discourse
of the speaker had been addressed.

At length she exclaimed—¢ Merciful
Heaven! what will become of us? I
am certain neither of those voices is



a8 e

2& ; ' THE HUSBAND
hat ‘of our deliverer I’ And as ‘she
&y
aspoke the sounds still drew nearer.’ _
It was in .vain? they sought some
_ other avenue through which they might
[ eﬁect their escape ; but a ray of hope
 was afforded Camilla, by observing a
large screen, she had not till then no-
ticed, which was. placed before a recess
at'the -upp‘*ér end of the room. Behind
this, ‘without a moment’s 'hesitation,
she conveyed her  trembling ‘mistress
+ and herself.
- Scarcely were they concealed, when
the door was thrown open;, and the per-
sons m discourse entered the room.
- Sabina’s ‘limbs ‘trembled with a Vio-
‘lence which made her apprehensive that
they would not long sustain her; she
grasped the arm of Camilla for support,
and, while sle retained her dwn breath
 almost - to suffocation, she felt alarmed
least the respiration of her co'npanlon
should discover them.
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After she had passed some minutes in
this situation, the excess of her terrors f
' began in’ some measure to subside, and

she strove ‘to recover her presen¢esof «
mind, to seize the first opportunity to
effect her escape. She had mentally
ejaculated a prayer for that blessing, and
began to admit some hope, when sud-
denly she fancied she heard ofie of the
gentlemen advance towards the screen.
This alarm: brought back all her former
weakness—she gave herself up as lost—
and was preparing, in mere desperation,
to rush from her concealment, when she -
was checked by the sound of a voice, so
full, so clear, so- sonorous, that in aﬁf‘y‘r
other situation, than the cruel ene in
which she found herself, it would have -
conveyed. to her heart the feelings of
esteem, confidence, and pleasure. In
despite of her apprehensions, Sabina lis--
tened with something like interest, as
the speaker proceeded in a conversation
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evidently began before they had entered
the apartment—and in 'a few moments
she became all ear. M

¢ Thus far, Olesko,” continued he,
“my inquiries have succéeded; and I
have besides learnt, that the tournament, p
of which we have heard so much, s in ‘
honor of ‘a protegée of the Queen mo-
ther, whom her Majesty is about to give
in marriage to the Marquis de Briscacier.
This nobleman is the particular favorite
of the young King, who, as a peculiar
mark of his esteem,.intends presiding
in person over ‘the festivals with which
itis to be celebrated ; and has ordained,
¢ that all who enter the lists shall appear
~habited in the costume of some parti-
cular nation, that it may in appearance
perfectly  resemble : the tournament - of
ancient times.”

¢ When,” asked Olesko, ¢« js this
tournament to take place?”

" ¢ In three days,” was. the neply,
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« provided the Marquis is returned froxﬁ
the army, where he has a command; h@
“was  expected this evening—report
- speaks' highly of his honor, «generosity,
and bravery: but for his delicacy of sen-
timent—to that 1 doubt his elaim.—
Would you believe it,” he continued,
with animation, * ke has never seen the
tady to whom he is so shmtly to be
married P : ;

“ Has never seen her! 1 echoed
Olesko, in a voice of surprise. ;

¢« Never !’ repeated the  Chevalier ;
‘and what will perhaps equally sur-
prise you, the Marquis is thrice her
years, and has not testified any desire of
marrying ; on the contrary, a disap-
pointment he experienced in early life
is thought to have destroyed all incli-
nation to form any new engagement.”

“ What then ‘can be his motives for
putting this restraint upon his incli
nations 2> '

VOL. I, c
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: $ < Thg, royal pleaaure, brother-—the

|

;@klarqms 18 & courtier.”’ s

- And is the lady too a. courtler 2y
“ The lady, I presume, can scarcely '

yet be said to have any fixed character,

.. since she has been removed but a few
- weeks from the convent in which she

‘was educated. Her father, the Count

de Montresor, died in the field of ho-
nor, and bequeathed to the youthful

‘protect,ibn of Prince Charles of Lorraine,
~ who watched over his dying moments,

this his only child. The Countess passed

“her infancy in the court of Philip IV. of

Spain, and received, during that period,
many marks of kindness, from Anne of
Austria ; she survived her lord. but a
Jfew months, and thus the sole charge of
@Qgpjaan devolved on Charles of Lor- -

. Taine, who for some years suffered her to

~ remain at. the Chateau de Montresor; in

Lorra_me, under the care of an accom-
plished priest, and a confidential ser-

,‘A



: A’ﬁﬁ"ﬁ% 13 ,;

~ vant of her late mother’s; till she was of_
anagerto’ reqﬁ!fre the assistance of Pa='
;nsrﬁn asters:  He brought her himself
to this capital}“and’ tﬂ‘»é%eﬁte%er to the
Queen mother; as ‘the ‘child' of one
whom  she had once honored with her.
friendship. © Her Majesty received" the
“young' lady graciously, and undertook,
prewous to her quitting the convent, :
to' providé her' a suitable “match.—
You' may ‘well smile, Olesko, at her
Majesty’s ‘idea of ‘the word suitable s
but crowned heads do not always con-
strue its sig mﬁcafwn m the sense we ‘
Jod] Db SISO IR RO O
i Perhaps the younv lady, whatGVer
mdy be “her other advantages, wants
those personal attractions which: m;gh@f ”
have commanded a more youthful lover
; pOSse<51n0' the other’ reconﬁnenﬂanonsm? "
the Marquis? . % i ot L
"« Quite the contrary ; T am told she
is esteémed remarkably beautifuls but
ci2 : =
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“at the' tournament we shall have @t op-
‘portunity of judging ; and, atthe same
time, pethaps, distinguishing ourselves .
by our skill ‘in tilting; till after which

* experiment, T ‘propose delaying to pre-
sent ‘our introductory letters.—Do you
not “‘think ‘it will be truly chivalric to
owe our first acceptation here to our
conquering arms ?”

« Surely 'you do mot mean to enter
ithe lists, unless the wound you re-
ceived in the cavern of the mountain is
healed?”

« The trifling ‘inconvenience 1 ex-
perience from that accident, does not
damp the ardour I feel, to win from
some charmer of this far-famed eourt, a
scarf more decorative to my shoulders

_‘than this black one is to my wounded
%ﬁl ~But where is Sapielia ?—Did he
“not accompany you on your observator y ;
rambles 7 :
of'FLog d1d But whlle we ,were con-
4 .
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versing in one of . the pavﬂmns in the

qullenes, to which we had repaired on
the: coming on. of - the. storm, 'the moon
suddenly broke from. a cloud;sand he as
suddenly burst from his shelter exclaim-
ing, “Heavenly! glorious !—a subje@
for the pencil of Poussin [” and, hasten-
ing towards the Seine, he was in a mo-
ment out of hearing. * Itis of no use to
wait- supper for him; he will probably
remain contemplating the beauty of the
softened: landseape, till something new
attracts him, or turns his thoughts tot
wards home—so et us to supper.”? .=

On saying this, both Chevaliers ims
mediately arese; and quitted the room.

A eonvulsive sich from Sabina, proved
with what emotion she listened to a‘dis-g-'
course, of which she had herself beem
50 unexpectedly the subject. Thought

“zelieved by the departure of the strangers;!
she ‘did not immediately venture o
€3
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?smk» andj. checking the exclaniation
she saw, bursting, from s dips;
gontinued listening, with pamful»eam@ﬂta- ,
85| t0 . fligir, retiting steps; tﬂ%aﬂ;ms "
;ﬁe@ﬂ@m; stk Luani smutkgiasldin:
'%mAi}cheLﬂlE sigh g}a@n seemed to ease
en bosom. of part of its load of terror,
"and shei asked! her companion, in:a
@!hi@ar, if shgl remembered theiway
%y@ah conducted them tothe apartment‘
> :&heyz were then in. 5 %
“« Camilla: thouwhtr@he dld and mth
© timid~steps, issuing from their conceal-
" ment, they xeached a staircase; which
‘branched out in opposite directions
« about mid-way. . Here they  paused;
~doubtful which path to chuse; butifelt
‘their courage  revive, by perceiving,
Ehmgh a sky-light above them, thats i
-storm had,again passed off, and the
Wm shone brightly.  While they con-

i;nlted on whatagcume torpursue, they
. e ¥

¥

-
¥



g 2 m«m LOVER. * 87
were mﬁed, by the gleam - Qf a distant _
lmg,p, to take the left, which eonducged
‘them to a long passage.:

As in breathless silence the fugltu[gs
stole through it, they heard the Che-;
valiers ' voices ~im  cheerful - discourse,
which was fréqifently mtermpbed byz
the laugh of gaiety. »

They now arrived at a door—-but the
hope it at first sight gave was dampﬁ,‘
by Camille’s saying, it was not the one
through which they had entered. —* Try
it;” whispered Sabina.—She obeyed;
and the lock sprung back with a lOud'
and sudden shock. :

This alarming noise transﬁxed them
motionless to'the spot—as motionless as
prudence herself could have wished ;

- for, ds the Chevaliers conversation in- .
stantly ceased, it was evident their at-
tention had been attracted by the sound,
~and that the death-like stillness whxcﬁ 4
cA :

J
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succeeded ity alone prevented 1hen' e,m-
: il

quiring nto its cause. 1 W
In afew mmutes, to the i 1nexpre551-

i agam heard 1n careless converse ;
ad Camilla, cautlously lifting the latch,
ﬁ'_‘lscovered that she had removed the
“barrier which separated them from the
" streef.  Sabina, in speechless gratitude,
%’\',‘nded past her; and w1th steps so
hght s0 swift, that sno%would scarcely
have betrayed her, she reached, with
her companion, the hotel of the Ba-
TONESS. : s 4

Tremblingly, and impatiently, she
awaited Camilla’s applying a key, with
which she had furnished herself, to the
private door. The moment it was open-

ed, she again sprang forward, and rushed
~ to her chamber; where, throwing her-
self into a chair, her perturbed spirits
¥ found rehef ina passxenate burst of tears.

,n,
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Her compamon, in the mean tlme,
stole to _the hall, where the Baroness’s
people, late as was. the hour, were sull
regaling themselves. She staid j Just
enough to ascertain that their excursion -
was unsuspected ; and then hastened. to’
console her lady,-and assist her im un-;
dressing. ;
It was in-vain, however, that sh%w
sought to soothe Sabina, %y assuring her }1
their evasien wa iﬁpkﬂown to every-‘_'
one. . That mgenmmé ‘and innoecent girl «
was so unhappy at the recollection of
the duplicity she had been prevailed cn |
to practice towards her protectress, and .
so humiliated by the insult to which
her too great facility of temper had ex- -
posed her, that she told Camllla there
was but one way open to her, by which-
she could, hope to regain her self-ess:
teem—-that of corrfessmor the Whole ,
affair to the ﬁalonegé in the mornxng,>-
cS
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" and tmstmg to her mdulcrende for par-
ﬁon. :
- But her alarmed 'lttendant SO ﬁrml:yv
Qpposed “this excellent resolution, and
7 brought such plausible arguments to
“prove that her dismissal and disgrace
" would be the certain consequence, thatd
at length Sabina, touched by her grief,
bewﬂdered and overcome with fatloue,
prontised all she required, which was,
never to reveal the affair, either to the i
Baroness or the Marquis. S
Confident that she would not v1o]aes«%_
an engagement, into which she had so
» solemnly entered, Camilla retired; and
o the lovely Sabina soon forgot her un-
easmess, in sleep. :
Whﬂe she is enjoying her repose, let
“us examine a letter which she had writ-
ten to Prince Charles of Lorraine, soon
dafter quitting her convent, and enquiré
what ﬁould have lnduced ‘her to commit

S
-
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an act apparently so inéompa,tible w;ith '
theﬂpen ingenuousness, of* which that
letter was characteristic, in so rashly

undertakmv this clandestine expedltlon L
with her attendant. Piad o

|

%,
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B hd e o LETTER

You condescend to assure your too-
happy Sabina, that you are anxious to-
¢ know what impressions have been made
on her'young and inexperienced. mind,,
" by scenes so new as those on whi
- she has just entered.—Ah! my morl“f
than friend, all; all I owe to your bené= |
volent care !—You opened your pto-
tecting arms to: receive me a friendless:
*orphan—-drled the infant tears, which.
the loss of my parents caused to flow—:
(;henshed the returning smiles which |
your tenderness had courted back te-
dimple my cheeks ; and by uniting sin:
“yourself ‘all: T had lost, taught 1 ny:
- young heart where to bestow that ldie,

B

.
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the first possessors of which the grave
hgd Snatehed from me.; ¥ %

 Can I ever lose the remembamnce of

the unremitting indulgence with which
you soothed my little cares >—the fond
caresses you Javished on me ?—never |
—It is to your generous efforts I owe
the interest 'with which her M:;jesty
honors me, and to which Iam indebted
for the splendid establishment ' she had
destined me.: iy

. But the sweet recollection of the many
clalms you possess on my gratitude,
¥@-’ﬁ’teals my thoughts from the purport of
my letter, and, losing the present in the .
past, I delay obeying your injunction,
to inform you. ¢ of all'I have seen, felt,

- and anticipated, since her Majesty sig-
nified to me her intention of removing
me from my convent.’ e

« 1 will now confess, that 1 recewed

‘;her commands to prepare for my de-

parture with: joy; for I loved not the

-
Pk
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&'Tgia' formality of a monastic life, and

. ever. regretteditheing shut' fiom those

o s

enchaﬂtmg views of natufe, which in
i my early days I had so rapturously con-

~templated: I anticipated then, with
. eder hopes; my emandipation from
walls, which had hid from me the de-
5 lights of a world, painted on my me-
mory in the most captivating colours !
~ The long wished ' for day at length

arrived : and the B%oness de Bonne-
¥ villey deputed 'by ‘her Majesty, camg

to receive me from the Lady Abbess.

. Alas! I at that moment felt how
nearly joy is allied .to sorrow !——mine
was now lost in the real grief. of bidding
« farewell to my companions ; for whom I

5

a’

i had never felt so lively an interest as at
this instant. ‘I pitied all whom I was to -

leave behmd and was unable to con-
quer the emotlons which oppressed me,
; g:ﬂl long after I had passed the convent
‘gates.  But when I loo.ked around me,

AT

'
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'énd oncektmore vlewed the agure ‘vapft
of heaveh, boundéd only by the round
werge of ‘the horizon, all sénsations, bm
 those of rapture,  were qmc?xly - dissi-
pated, and my Sy filled with tears of .
datiphtiisol oae N isasd wikg -

¢ My dear child,” said the Baroness,

€

M

mistaking' the source from svhichithey
flowed, ¢ why weep you?=If I have

taken you from' friends'who are dear to
you, it is'my mtggtlon to supply th;ﬂ'
‘place; and, now' that I have seeﬁ"yon,
¢y oW mchna‘cmn, as powerfullyx;ms
her Majesty’s commands, prompts me to

.

S

aa\i

3 : &
receive and treat you with the tender- .
ness of a mother; for know you are to
be my guest, till the solemnization of

your nuptials shall have rendered you
mistress ‘of the noble mansions: of the
Ma.rquls de Briseacier N
" The mention of the Ma.lqms aroused
in me ideas less tranquil than those with -

*

which I had first listened to her; foron
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him I felt my future destiny depended.
How knew I'that he would view me-
with the eyes of approbation? ' Might
not' the commands: of his sovereign in:

. _ﬁuencﬁfi'him to conceab it; even should |
1 'be so- “unfortunate @s to- inspire him -
with antxpathy I' shuddered as these:

, thoughts rapidly passed through my

- mind; but at length summoned reso-
lation to ask the Baroness if she was.
‘aequainted with him ?—-—¢ Not. inti:-

: mately,” replied she ;- “but report speaks:
highly 'of his’ eharacter: 'he is passed..
the prime of life, butstill retains a very
pleasing exterior, joined to manners dis-
tinguishingly graceful® you may regard
your destiny as-not less fortunate than it

~will'be splendid.’

_“If I'should have'the happiness of
provmw not unpleasing to him,’ sa1d 1
with ‘timidity.— My dear,” replied the
Baroness, smiling, and regarding me

, eai:néstly, I think ’ you. need.not alarm:
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yourself on this subject ; 1 canwrcewe
nothmo' in that face calculated to awaken ' .
unpleasmg sensations: banish, therefore, 4
all such apprehensions, and believe me
when I predict,, that the Marquiswill
esteem you as_ the .choicest gift s so®
verelon could bestow on him? ., ‘
Greatly soothed by the encourage-
ment thus given me by the Baroness, I
looked with a lightened heart from the!
carriage window ;—we had just entered %
Pans—my eager eyes dev oured the mot- |
ley objects which once more saluted .
them: the crowded streets—the splendid 4
equipages—the magnificent. hotels—all
charmed me :—every . thing which met
my view inspired animation and de-
light! < How enchanting,” exclaimed
1, ¢ ever to live among such happy
beings as those Isee! How different
the glad looks they exhibit, from those
L have this day left I
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zSucg were my feelings, when the
‘carriage stopped at the Baroness’s hotel,
tu which ' she kindly : welcomed - ‘me;
gnd after making me: partake of & re-
_past prepared for us, insisted on my re-
“tiring. to' my  chamber, - whither “she
kindly dispatched to me a cordial of her
own composing, recommending ‘it as
one well adapted to tranquillize my spi-
writs, and insure to me repose.

My sleep was profound, and the next
mommO‘ I opened my eyes only to new
scenes of swonder and dehght! ‘Such,

¢ my beloved protector; is ‘the present
happy situation ‘of the child of your
adoption ! —* But where are those ex=
Pressions “of regret, “at leaving' behind
you that friend so0 beloved=the amiable
Sidney Stanhope » I think I hear you
ask. ¢ Has my - Sabma,ﬁ;n the Tew
pleasures which have preseﬁted ‘them-
selves to her giddy eyes, lost all r&;

3
L
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,membrance of thdt amiable gitl, Whose
society has sweetened hem«hqurs of se-
elusions’e 1 w1 Reilicmiviign &8

No, dearest and best beloved of plo-s
tectors; but, in the gaiety of her he ax;t,
she determined. to surprise you. "That #
friend, so highly prized, will soon, very
soon, be restored to your

SaBiNA MoNTRESOR..

~Tam very angry with m,ysel’f"\a't ob-
*serving, on-looking over my letter, that
I have not once mentioned my obliga-
tions to the good Father Theodore ;
but I have not forgotten them, though
the busy scenes by ,WhiCh.I am. sur-
rounded, prevented me;  just  then, *
from  thinking of that early friend :
were not the . Baroness waiting to take
e ‘out ywith her, I would bumn my

-
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CHAP. IIL E A

Axp thus happily was passed that and
the succeeding day, by the lovely and
innocent Sabina, under the protection
of the Baroness, who studied to divert
her thoughts from dwelling too anxi-
ously on the scenes which were to fol-
low the amrival of the Marquis de Bris-
cacier; which event was now daily ex-
pected.

She succeeded, without difficulty,
during the day, which- was spent in a
‘round of amusements, equally novel
and_gttractive to the young and gay
mind of the sweet girl; but at night, in
the solitude s@fw her apartment, or ac-
compamed only by her humble friend,’

"F
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Camilld, all_her hopes and fears
turned with redoubled force; and she“'
sfound relief in disburthening to this
fa‘ithﬁil creature, her oyer-anxious heart. |
¢ Tt was after she ‘had been thus en-
gafred one evening, and had evinced
more than“her usual solicitude on the
event of 'her fust interview “with' ‘the
_ Marquis, that Camilla said; '* T am told
“there at preéent resides in ‘this city a
« person who possesses the' gift' of! fore-
knowledge; she calls herself the Egyp- '
tian Sibyl; and the ‘woriderfhl aC(:u‘racy
with which her px edictions have in- every
instance been verif ed; has 1mplessed
me with the fullest coaylctlon ‘of her
meriting  the hlgh fame she has “ac-+
quiredi " st
“ Now, swhat T advise, my dear youn‘f
lady, 'is, that, without niformmo the'ﬁ;
sibyl' whom you are, you allow her to
cast your mativity, Whléh‘ will at once 3
‘velieve you from 2ll sukpense b idmt o¥
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“ But how is this to be eﬂ'mﬁ >”
enquived her auditress. bl

«“:Very easily,” .was the reply, & 1f .

you will alldw: me to thaiage the mat-
ter;=To-morrow evmamg plead an incli- -
nation to retire' early to your chamber;

thebe I will, meet you, and. $e amange *

¥the business; that I'will conduct you
out of thehotel, unknown to all within

it. - In. the meantime, by ascertaining .

the house in which this sibyl resides,
and the best way leading to it, I shall
be enabled, without difficulty, to guide
you thither.”

« Indeed, Camilld, T cannot think,
you advise w1th your usual pr udence, 1n
recommendmv me to take such a step,
unknown to the Baroness,” observed
Sabina. v _

“ Tlg?@ to me this once,” rejoined
Cami Wlth earnestness, * and I will

answefifor*evelg thing’s turning out ac-
ﬁm’(hn' ’&o our wxshes.” il

g
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Camilla ceased not her importunifies,

and rqlatidﬁs of instances of the sibyl’s

. supernatural powers, till she had wrung
from her lady a promise of being guided
by her; and Sabina, the next evening,
n pursuance of her instructions, taking
 an earlyleave of the Baroness, retired to
her room, where she was met by her at-"
_teg;dant, and safely conducted to the

- residence of the prophetess; the result

of which we have already seen.

5

&
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CHAP. 1IV.

Tue morning following Sabina’s noc-

turnal expedition, as she was seated téte
i téte with the Baroness, at breakfast,
that lady observing in her young charge
a languor unusual to her, was on thé
point of enquiring the cause, when she

o4

|

was prevented by the entrance of a do=

mestic, who delivered to her a note : as

soon as the servant was w1thdrawn, and .

the Baroness had ran it over, she said,~

¢ This, my love, is from the Marquis de
" Briscacier, who arrived late last night at
his hotel. He tells me that he has just
had an interview with the King, who
means to honor his favorite by presenting

him to you in person thisafternoon. He

VOL. L. D
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adds that his’ Magesty declines hstenmtr

to.the cause-of his long protracted ammi-
val till they are both in the presence of
her, who is equally interested with ,l;j’m-j
self, in hearing the ‘most satisfactory
‘reasons for it ;” so you see, ay dear, you
mg{st SuImMon all_your resolution for
“the eccasion, that you may acqdit your~
self -with proper grace and dignity.” < /|

. Bat this advice was more easily given'
by the good Barenéss, than followed by
hg; young favorite ; ‘wkose agitation en-
oreased as the hour drew near which was

.éappomted for the fearfully amticipated
mterview. - When in the afternoon she
joined the Baroness, in the 'saloon,’
that dady felt perfecty easy: respecting
the approbation her young friend could
not fail exciting..

Sabina possessed i an high degree
that, intultive: taste, which unites in
ckes,,s,* elegant’ simplicity with an air of

- dignity; aendering grace itself ‘more

\.,
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grageful. - @n this oécasion it was per-
feetly ad’a‘pted to 'her age and' peculw?
sty@eof' ‘person ; and the air of tmndxty,
and‘a total ‘unconsciousiiess of her oWy
efichanting ‘appeardnce, rendeved her,
in'the eyes of the Baroness; the sweetest:
creature she had'ever beheld: favil,
Taking her hand, she avas about 6
address to her words of encouragement,
when the rattle of carriage wheels an-
nouneed the approach of thieir expected
visitors. = Briefly, therefore, recommende"
mg her to exert her fortitude, she ad-
vanced to receive and welcome the w
guests,/.and then “introduced her young
charge to the King: who in his turn
presented the Marquis, saying, ¢ Lovelg
Sabina, you are indeed;a recompence
worthy the friend who has rendered me
such important services.” And as he
~ spoke, taking lier hand and placingit
that of the Marquis, he thus addreasecr
. D2 . |
o



that nobleman.¢-Receive, as a mark of
your monarch’s regard, this inestimable
gift; and be assured, Briscacier, that, did
¥ not believe you would fully -estimate
the ‘possession, I-would not be the in-
strument of bestowing it on you; but
T well know your virtues. ' Sabina;in
-y friend, I'give you a protector worthy
of :your acceptance; he will guard. and

~ cherishyou”
" . The Marquis' received on his knee,
the half-retiring hand of Sabina ; and, in
low accents, entreated her kindly to’con-

& firm his happiness.

She would have spoken, but the :
words died away in -inarticulate mur-
murs; and the King, observing that her
trembling limbs could with difficulty sus-
tain her, led her to a secat. Secretly he
admired the modest timidity which so
rarely accompanies such transcendent.
loveliness, and considerately addressed
bimself to the Baroness, with a view of

&4
ﬁ»;;v
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*-gwihg time for therecovery Gl" her scat“-
e'red ﬁi)iﬁts. 13 ol

~+He !ﬁad' ‘soon the pleasave ofa observ-
ing;  that ‘his project had been ‘attended
with suecess';! for Sabina, gradually re-
gained *her ' self-possession, and found
herself ‘able to' take some part in the
conversation ; while from time to time
she stole a furtive glance at the Marquis,
whose countenance impressed her young
heart with respect, not unmixed with
awe. s - "

He appeared to have passed his for-

tieth year, without having lost his claim %

to' personal attractions; time had mel-
- lowed only, not impaired these advan-
‘tages'; and confirmed the easy dignity
of his manners, which was his striking
characteristic. 4
As Sabina observed these graces, she
ceased t6 wonder at the high favor he
enjoyed” with the youthful monareli;
who having conversed a considerable time

& p3
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“ithe. Marquls « Well, Briscacier, are
- youprepared to.answer the heavy charges
_of disloyaltys both :to ~your liege; lady,

apd your king.? How . will, you exglam
s point? You shall, be your own. ad-
yocate; the swcet‘ Sabina, and ‘myself

- are your. accusers, while the Baroness,

awhois: the least interested  party, shaIl
gwonounce as judge. . .

s Sire,” replied the Ma.rquls, gravely,.,
2 you have already generously pro-
nounced my free pardon, evenbefore you
i called wpon me to offer any thing in

extenuation of my seeming fault.”

“ How so?” interrupted the King,
£ dad 1 not, on the contrary, threaten t.o
call you to a. strict account in the pre-
sence of these ladies »” :
¢ You did, my liege, iin wordss but
had not your heart decided myacquittal,
you would never have conducted me te
the happiness 1 now enjoy.”

g “’Yﬁ
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% # Ah!” observed ithe ‘Baroness, « I
see €onseious innocence in every line of
the supposed culpnt’fs'counte;nancé‘ and
"believe 1" may pronounce sentence; as
‘his aMaJesty has 'done, without listening
to 'his defence.’  What say you, my
love?” turning toSabina, on whose swéét
face ‘4 smile was hovering.”" All eyes
were instantly bent on 'her; while, as
the deepest ' blushes carnationed her .
checks, she forced herself to say, « Far |
be from me the presumption, of doubting *
‘the justice of that sentence his' Majesty
has evidently pronounced.” i
< And thus are you fairly acquitted,”
exclaimed the King, “ on a supposition
too flattering to '‘me, not to Compel my
ready ‘acquiescence ! ‘but, believe e,
Marquis; I was not aware ‘that my
- 'sanction would opela‘te S0’ powertully in
your cause.” ;
" % To convince you, sire, that in this
T D 4

I
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mstaﬁée it has not been misplaced, if T
“Have your permission, I will exculpate
myself, from ‘even the shadow of offence:
- and relate to you a very singular occurs’
rence, which had nearly deprived me of
the possibility of ever becommor its hls-
torian. :
' ¢ At the time your Majesty’s first
courier airived ‘at my quarters;, 1 gvas-
. ‘absent on an affair which nearly con-
cerned the success of your arms. It
was in consequence of some important .
information, which had been secretly”
* conveyed to we, that I resolved togo'in
‘person to ascertain its- truth. - For ‘the
etter securing the continuance of that
tranquillity and-good’ order, which'then
reigned among my troops, I deter mined
to leave them in ignorance of my depat-
ture; and enjoined those officers to’
whom I was obliged to communicate my'
~measures, to observe the strictest secrecy
: i d

gy ) [~ S
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én the subject; giving them to under- -
stand  that 1 would never pardon the‘
least breach of this injunction.

* It was during my absence on this,
expedition (the “object of which I shall.
at afitter time lay before your Majesty)
that your first intimation, on the subject,
of my recal, reached the army. My
aid-de-camp, doubtful how to act, ina
case against which I had not provided,
allowed the courier to depart without,
‘having ventured to acquaint him, that.
‘my absence must preclude the p0531~'
bility of his bearing back the immediate. |
promise of obedience which your Ma-
jesty expected from me.

* . ¢In the interimy little suspecting what'
“had been passing at my quartersy I,pro-,
secuted the object of my journey; and
was retracing my steps, when in conse-
quence of" having had.a nearer road.
pointed out: to me, by which 1 might ™
save some leagues, I struck into it.

e D 5 A 4:»
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© . “ Anxious to reach the place, where
" I was informed L might pass the night,
I hastened forward: but 1 i 1ma>g1ne my,
guide had wilfully misinformed me ;. for,
on arriving at the top of a high hill,
just after sun-set,* I found myself ona
round plot of level ground, of consider-
able magnitude, encompassed entirely.
with rocks of prodmous height, and ex-
tremely steep on every 51de, from
whence no pathway was discernible,
t that by which-T'had climbed toy
mmit, that could lead me from
this rocky inclosure.

¢ This sight much disconcerted me,
- Iknew it would be perfectly dark before
could regain the foot of the hill. While®
examining, with careful anxfety, sall
around, if any way had escaped my ob-.
servation that would enable me to pur-

“'* The cireumstance of a person being decoyed .
. uto such a subterrdneaa abode, in the mountam@uﬂi
part of *paw is true. W S

S
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sue my jburﬁe'y, I obﬁeljvei - Yai'tre»
white dog issué from 2 narrow crevice in’
the rock, and immediately dlsap,p%ar---
not so quickly, however, but that my
eye marked the way he went ; and with
all the expedition 1 could make, 1 fol-
Yowed his track, conceiving hopes that
ke might belong to some inhabitant “of
those t"ﬂo@my regions, and be pursum
his way home.

4 P¥esently I saw him auam r e weas
Withen standing Etﬁl at the further %nd of
fie plain, as 1f waiting for my company

5 I advanced to within a few yarrls of
s animal, he -again vanishéd, and on
i ny arrival at the. place on which be had

halted, 1 perceived a hollow covered
way, cut into the solid rock, and at some
distance within, a sort of air-hole, which
gave light to this subterranean passage.

« Following the animal inito the cavity,”
1 found, on proceeding a few paces, 2
tummg, which became at every step

p 6
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darker.. T Hhesitated whether ot not to
go on; when I 'was again tempted. to
Vermﬁre forward by imagining I saw &
'ghmmennﬂ light at a distance.
- % On proceeding, I became convineed
. that this. passage led to a subterranean
habitation; for distant voices and the
Joyful bark of a dog, now caught my ear.
With renewed hopes, I quickened my
‘steps, and soon discovered, that there
was actually a sort of house, excavated
by human labour; in the very heart. oﬁ&
the rock. ;
¢ Entering the apartment, I immed

atelyasked and obtained permission, of the
persons I found there, to pass the nig
in this shelter ; and soon after stretched®
myself on a bench, where sleep- haﬂ
nearly overtaken me, when I was start-
led by the sound of a loud voice, that L
* had not heard before, which was roughly
demanding ef the people of the place,
who I was.”

s
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-¢¢ ¢ We know not,” replied they ; < he
says he is a soldier returning to the army.
in Flanders.’ ;
¢ They now entered into convemat;lon 1
in a low voice, but some sentenqes which
caught my attentive ear, made me ap- :
prehend. 1 had fallen into the hands of |
banditti. Feigning the slumber which
“had been put to flight by my suspicions,
I was soon too well convinced of theis
justice.  The party approaching me, !
_started on my feet, and had scarcely time
draw my sword, in the resolution to
1l my life dearly, when I was attacked
y these ruffians. ~ Notwithstanding the
nergy, desperation lent me, I could not
long have maintaineda combat so un-
equal, but must have fallen, had not my
-good genius, at the moment my strength
‘was faﬂing- me, sent a Chevalier to my
assistance, who' rushed into the midst of
us, sword in hand, exclaiming, ¢ Base
assassins, forbear '— ‘



=t Intha act he secewaé;a bton
h;sanmmhmh one of thﬁ*mlscreants had -
imedat my head, while I was euardmgfui‘
i elf frem -4 similar attack on the
éth{a!smi,e e s 0 5
«“Wewerequickly Jomed by two other
% Chevaliers, with their domestics ; which
re-inforcement enabled us to put the
traitors to flight.  I'vegretthat we could
notsecmethem but they so suddenly
 effected t 1eir escape, through a subter-
ranean passage we had mnot perceived, |
that we had no means of pleventmg =
me'f' a@aswﬁ S g’ o
% Afver passing a considerable part
the night | in the most diligent search
them we gave up, this efiject as hopel
~ and “all retarned to'the scenaof ou
action : I there expressed to the conr=
teous smgﬁorers the high sense I @nter’*
tained of their valorous*mtelpomtton. ‘
Sabina. who from the first menition of

_the subterranean cavern, listened to the
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- Marquis with an wnmtmss,uthe catise -
- of which: she could scarcely define, no.
“Isooner heard mention of the Chemer’s
appearance, than she uttered an exﬂa-
mation, which fo any one acquainted: .
with her adventure the preceding even-. -
ing, must have betrayed her belief, that
the  strangers, whose conversanon she
had in so singular a situation over-hear |,
and the rescuers of the Marquis, wes @
the same. As every one | i h@w-
ever, was ignorant of the cause of, hes
"%motxon, it was @ttmbuted to the. deep
113£erest she took in. the saféty @f her

itude ; - while he received one-of
ng congratulation from the kiﬁg,
rcquested him to conclude a rela-.
)N SO extraorg]mary, and inform him
who were the Chevaliers to whom he!
stood so:much indebted. e



{

THE HUSBAND)

y w

- 6

‘The Marquis thx;s continued. ¢ I |
' much: regret, sire, thatin: this partlcular
¥ cannot satisfy you, since I am equally
unacquainted with their names and
rank; the former of which I very earn-
* ‘estly entreated they would make known -
. tome; but this they politely declined,.
. and having bound upthe arm of my first -
. deliverer, we quitted tocrether the sub=
terranean recess.-
& emerging, we found the day had
dawned ; and, as the light strengthened, -
“I observed, with pleasure, the appearance:
~of my companions. = The wounded
Chevaﬁer I thought the most strlkmu"
young man I had ever seen ; ~and there :
was' a commanding superiority in his
manners, w 'hich convinces:me-he x,nust
be of distinguished rank. iy
“ When, on taking leaveat the bottom-
of the hill, he vaulted on his horse, un--
- mindful of his wound, and bowed his:




ad' eu, *there- ‘was a&gﬂy gracefulness' in
his airywhich T never saw exceeded but -
inone individual,” - - ; '
The ‘smile which just then: playeq
over the countenance of Loms, con~
vinced:' Sabina ‘he had anderstood the
Marquis’s application ; ' but- she: could
not penetrate into the real feeling which

- caused it. - On afterwards asking the

Baroness’s opinion, that lady confessed
she thought it doubtful whether it pro=

ceeded from his being pleased with the -
Marquis’s compliment, or that he was -

amused atso courtier-like a tmt in his
friend. 5

%I should have rejoiced to 'see our
tournament graced by this Knight of the
; Ca}vem, and his assocrates; and am sorry .
M were not able to ascertain’ whom

on with your narrative.”

TheMarquis proceeded. “'Thxs Km e‘k ‘
of the Cavern, as your Majesty very hap-

%

they were,” observed the King: “butgo



pily dénominates! Jiim, speaks’ our lin-
guage. with such ‘purity, that had not
- other circumstances “convinced ' me it
p@u&dnotbe so, I should have taken’ Iilm
for a native of. France. - -

- #The sécond Chevalier, whom: I’&a‘ke
tbbe his brothier, has mone of that com-
manding 'superiority in -his manners

. which distinguished my favorite, *and |
his accent ‘was' certainly ‘that of a fo- .
re’xgner

uitt Phe thﬂdwas quqte al smpimgﬁand

e appeared to be a protegée of the others.

! They were well attended, and told me,
. that they had on the preceding evening,
hke myself, ascépded the hill in search of
@ ‘nearer toad ; leaving at its foot their
_horses; under the care of a ‘domestic,
‘where we found them the next mmﬁ
Thesame dog which had led ‘me into
danger, Gu1ded them to myrescue,
‘4 Having parted with these strangers, I

~ soon discovered the road. I had missed;

&



4 NREELER. g

and the next evening rejoined.my troops
. without further adventure. .. .. |

. % On my arival there 1 found your
Magesty s mandate, and, full of’ mat:buds'
for your gracious intentions in my favor,
I setioff for Paris. It was, after my de-
parture that your, second courier arrived
at the army ; and I should have anticis
+' pated his re-appearance here; had nota _
vexatious accident detained me some
time on the road, in spite of my impa-
tience to push forward. . It was in cor-
sequence of this accident, that, by pres
ceding me a few hours, he gave some -
color to .the charges of dlsiovalty pre¢ ’_

ferred against me.”
" 4% You have so. clearly d;efended yom;.
cause,”” said the King,, ¢ that I call upon
 the«Baroness to confirm, in form, my
- verdict,of honorable acquittal.” - e 7]

“ And I pronounce it with: pleasure,” 4

said the lady, *in which sensation I see
my. young friend participates.” ..
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**Babina’s looks testified her assent.” >
The king then told themn that he Had,
in ‘concert with the Queen mother; Set-
tled that the waptials should take pl’actéﬁ‘n
three days; ‘and the ceremony be inmes
diately followed by the tournament, and
otlier festivals; which were to throw'ads
ditional ‘splendor on ‘‘the solefnity.
~ Then, attended by the' Marquis; he de:
partéd, both highly ‘charmed with the
beauty and unaffected simplicity of the
young creature they had just left.
- 'Sabina, on her -part, “after having 'ré‘-'
ceived the congratulations of her pro-
tectress; retired’ to her chamber, where
she found the 3ﬂ’ectlonate Camilla im-
patiently ‘expeeting ‘her.” " She related
. the gracious reception she had experi*
enced from Louis; and the ‘respectfiil
admiration ‘with which the Marquis had
inspired her : 'but was too diffident of
her own attractions to suspect that the
 jmpression she had made on him, ex*
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ceeded what her most. sanguine wishes
could have led her to hope. |

- She also accounted for his protracted
absence, by relating the adventure of the
subterranean cavern. Here the agitation
with which she had listened to the latter
part of that event, recurred, and she said
earnestly, ¢ Camilla, I cannot doubt but
the Chevaliers, whose discourse we last
night overheard, were the deliverers of '
the Marquis; and it cost. me much to
conceal my knowledge, that they were
actually in this city, and purpose at-
tending the tournament, when his Ma-
jesty testified so'lively a curiosity con-
cerning them. . I trust,” eontinued she,
sighing, ¢ this will be the only act of
duplicity I shall ever, have to reproach
myself with’—
- Fatigue now reminding Sabina of the
latengss of the hour, she retired to bed
not, however, to enjoy - her usually soft
and peaceful slumbers. Confused images

=
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&MMeﬁéﬂeﬁn. caverns, banditt
 naments, Marquisses, Kings, and hdnd-
m@lﬁﬁa&éﬁér& suécesﬁtély"paSseH"m '
yevidw Before Her fancy, and she sladly,
as'sobi a8 it was light; ‘shook off the
« gleep’ which had perpie%eﬁ’ Ter, by pre-
senting’ hér Wlth such mconérdeus‘ ob- :
J@Cf& _._,, i
_On the morning - a&er the Marquis’s
introduction’ to' Sabina, the young King
made hith relate to ‘the' Queen’ mother;
at Her drawing-room, the' sineular ad:
~ venturé with ivﬁl‘ticﬁ“he had the evening
beforé ehtértained thems the whole court
tdok, ordffectedto take, @ ively iriterest
inthe detal, anduexpressed cunﬁs&ty res-
~pecting ‘the noble’ strangér, in sp‘eakm@
of ‘whom “his Majesty again gave ‘him
the appellation of the Kme*ht of’ ﬁi&‘e
* Caverntan appeﬂaﬁbn by which he
“was, from ' this circumstance, princi-
pally distinguished during his abode in
Fr'm(’e : "

*
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hree successive d&ys#ete'pasmd*
Marquis in giving'every pasmbié‘
demonstration of his ‘desire to” please
his destined bride; and the ‘engagement .,
he had at first entered into, ﬁ"em pﬂlrcy
now begame his dearest wish. < it 5

On_the part of Sabina, ‘gratitude for
the flattering testimonies of regardand
approbation which he lavished on her,
rendered the Marquis interesting in her .
eyes, and prevented its often recurring to
her mind, that he had numbered more
than thrice her years.

Surrounded . by bustle and prepa-
ration, worshipped like a. divinity, and
scarcely left a moment Lo herself, it is
not surprising that the snb_yl and her .
predictions, with the unpleasant event
which attended her expedition, were for
the present banished her memory ; and
that the only impression left by that ad-
venture, was, alively curiosity to know

‘9
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if the Knight and his companions would
really be present at the tournament,
Thus rolled on the intervening time,
_between her first introduction to the
Marquis, and the important day which
was for ever to unite her destiny with

his. y
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CHAP. V.

In Paris all was pleésure, mirth, and -
gaiety—every soul appeared inspired by
the cheerfulness of reviving spring, and"
exhilarated by the prospect of amuse-*
ment; enjouement sat on every face, and
scarcely had the day began to dawn,
‘when high and low, with delighted ex-
pectation, prepared tofoow the Knights,
who were this day to contend for the
prize of skill. : -

A goodly sight it was to_see"sii'clj{?
numbers of youthful and noble person-
ages, brilliant in jewels, and graceful iy ;
torm, attended by a long train of g@xﬁ"?-‘
dependants (as squires) in' sple did " has
biliments of divers fashions ; scg)e beagi :

VOL. I. . &
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~ ingtheplumed helms—others the glitter-
" ing spears—others againthe shining buck-
lers of their lords. While the fiery
steeds, who bore those lords, pawed the
gtound and champed their golden bits,
as if proud of their burthens.
; The plageappointed for the rendezvous
~ _of ‘the Knights was the palace-yard, .
where the great Earl Marshal waited to
_ see them pass in review before him ; and,
according to the usages of the days of
. chivalry, to hear proclaimed the forms of
combat. At a signal given, the herald
* at arms, at three several times, bespoke
silence—then in, an audible voice he
“thus addressed them: “ His Majesty
~ ordains ‘that every Knight shall here
;;g;Wéar;;upon his honor, that he will on
i this day fight for fame, not for hate—
that no private quarrel shall instigate him
0 take advantage of the tournament to
gratify revenge, hatred, or jealousy; but
that eac&shall faithfully conform testhe
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laws framed by the wisdom, love of
order, and generosity of our youthful
_monarch, and soverewn lord, Louis
the 14th.

# Furthermore.—The Tourney shall be
allowed but two careers of the speam;
yet an unhorsed Knight may again rise
from ‘off the ground, and 'try to regain
his honor on foot. i,

“ I am also commanded to call upon
you, Sir Knights, to recollect that anoble _
emulation in displaying skill, strength,
and agility, ora generous acknowledge-
ment of superiority where exhibited,
will equally claim the applause of the
great and .good.  Now, Knights proceed
—fight without malice—conq-liez -with=
out arrogance.”

‘Here ‘the trumpet sounded, andx a
symphony of maytial instruments burst
in sublime harmony on the ear, as
ranged two and two, by the Earl Marshal,
the noble cavalcade began their march

gy E2
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for the' plams of Lucaenrres-the ﬁeld of ,
honor. - i 35 “,
& Beauty ornamgmed every wmdow,
and every balcony; and smiles with
flowers were liberally showered on the
gay and gallantnobles as they passed be-
fore ther . ;
 They had no sooner quitted the
streets, than every house poured forth
dts inhabitants ; all impatient to follow
in their train. ~
On arriving at the course, they found
the King (who declined entering 'the
fists against ‘the bridegroom) already
awaiting them. He had just witnessed
the celebration of the nuptials between
the I\@uqms de Briscacier and Sabina,
’whuiléhwas performed in the Queen’s
. ‘private chapel; and was now seated upon
. asuperb throne, prepared for him within
2 railed balcony, and- ‘surmbunted: by a
sich canopy, starred with splates of bur-
nished gold, which reflected the rays of
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the. sun with dazzling lustre. Near it,
was a magnificent pavilion for the Queen
mother, by whose side, as the herome of
the fete; Sabina sat. =
On seats below on either side, were
the Princesses of the blood; and be-
neath, the nobles and ladiesof the court

AND THE LOVER, ¥ 5y

in attendance In another pavilion, on -

the  other side of the King, were the
Princes of the blood, with the nobles of
the court in waiting, all dressed in the
most sumptuous habits of the time.

The Knights now approached to sa.
lute the King.

-, First, asit was his day of jubilee, rode -

the noble, happy bridegroom, mounted
on a jet black barb of great price, whose

S

flowing mane and tail were confined by

chains of silverand bows of pearf ':AHi;Sj

saddle was of white velvet covered with
asilver net,’ and studded with the same
gems. >

P 3
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. *The Marqﬁrs was dressed in a surcoat.
of white vélvet, embroidered with silver,
in imitation of armour, fashioned like'
scales;* his helmet was also white, and

" worked in the same pattern; with the
addition of a border of roses in' rubies,
His plume was colour de rose, and his
searf, embroidered by the hand'of Sabina,
was like his plume, the colour of happy
love. His bride, secretly admiring his
military air, and elegant salute, returned
it with a smile of approbation.

By his side rode Don Juan,  the na-
tural son of the QQueen’s brother, and
Fhigh in fa\rour with her MaJesty s o

.

% At this time, though armour had ot entirely
fullen into disuse, it seems to have been reluctantly
wors by the youthful military; since the com-
manding officers found it necessary to issue pe-
remptorV orders, for their using it in battle. On
such.an occasion as the present, they smxtated the

appearance onlv * o

%
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whom he was on avisit, in consequence
of the suspension of arms between
France and Spain, ] &
He was dressed in the curious garb
of a Marcoman, as far as it could’ be
made to . resemble it with costly ma=
terials. = Ilis cuirass, which reached his
knees, was tormed of stmps of brown
velvet, plaited to imitate matted bark
the shoulders were thickly embroxd@red
to represent plates of steel armour’; he
wore flesh-coloured stockings for naked
legs, and sandled half boots, clasped in
several places down the middle, with
polished - steel.  His mantle was ‘of +
sable, and his head was entwined with
a wreath of green enamelled leaves.
His shield was painted to resemble his
cuirass, arope of silver encompassing it.
Hebestrodea noble dczppled rey German
war-horse.
- Next came the I&mcr s brother, Mon-
sleur, thse.eﬂemmate taste haddirected
E 4 »
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his. ehoice of a Moorish dress.  The
short : close vest of - zephyr blue satin,
mxactly fitting the body; the.long fine
mushn trowsers ; the bare arms and neck,
encircled with chains of ‘topaz; the full
sitk. sash fringed with diamonds ; the
white clear turban twisted with strings
of  topaz, and the light blue plume,
suited so admirably with his youth, fair
complexion, and delicate features, that
he might have been taken for the cup-
bearer of the Gods. He gracefully ma-
naged a Persian courser, whose trappings
were richly adorned with gold. The
shield he bore was small, and imitated
the sw §1n the full splendour of his rays.

Wlth him came the hero of Rocroi,
habited in a Spanish dress, except that
he wore on his head the hat, ornamented
with a profusion of large white feathers,
which had been the leading signal to
victory in that memorable battle. He
was mounted on an Andalusian courser

L
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of great beauty, taken in the same cele-
brated action, and which seemed to par-

take of the high spirit of his conqueror.

The haughty air of the nobleman who
bestrode him, the triumphant expression
of his countenance, the graces of his
person, his eyes full of fire, and his
noble address, inspired Sabina with the
belief that this must be the Marquis’s
Knight of the Cavern; and when with
a graceful bow he had passed on, she
ventured to ask the Queen whom he
was o

It was the Prince de Conde, the
admirer of Angelica de Montmorenci
Boutville, a lady highly dlstm%shed
for her wit and beauty ; of the latter,

you can yowself judge, if you follow .

with your eyes those of the Prince.
That pensive Knight who now ap-
proaches us in a Swedish dress of black;
covered with black bugles, is the Count

de Chatillon, his unsuccessful rival. In.

x5 .
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this nobleman are revived the courage
and’genius of his ancestors, to which he
joins a modestv aﬂ'ectmvly expressed by
-his motto.

-Sabina read,

> :

« Her love yields to merit, and doomis

mine to fs@grow.”

“ Does not your Majesty think,”
said Sabina timidly, ¢ that a mind capa-
ble ‘of so much generous esteem for 2
favored rival, wants only ol)pmtumty to
Pprove it great ?” S

<« 1 believe,” returned the Queen,
¢ that Chatillon possesses qualities as
amiable, though not assplendid, ‘as the
Prince de Condé; but the 'glory which
béats from the actions of his rival as a
warrior, will ever eclipse the less daz-
« zling virtues of private life.”

The gay—the witty—the dissipated
Count de Grammeontnext came prancing
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-on a little horse, half English, half
Welch, which seemed as merry and as
frolicsome as his master. = His steed and
himself were dressed in the eostume of
England, from which country he was but
lately arrived. On his shield he bore
the characteristic motto of

Love and Pleasure.

The Viscount de Tuirenne accom-
panied him, clad in the ancient German
dress.  The vest and short trowser were
formed 4an oﬁé, and composed of mar-
ten’s skins. Starops, or buskins of the
same skin on his legs. His mantle, with
a hood, was of satin, ‘border'ed W;th
dark fur. He wore a helmet like his
vest spangled with. gold; his shieldiof .
varnished wood, was framed with the
same metal; and he rodé a mouse-co-
loured’'Hungarian charcer, of hlah mettle
and beauty.» 514
£6

oy
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~ Courtenai, the degenerate scion of a
noble.stock had been reluctantly forced
into the field by Mazarine; who was de=
sirous on' every occasion of bringing .
him forward, in the hope that example
might light a spark of emulation in his
soul, and render him worthy of one of
his nieces. It was with this, as it proved
vain hope, that he had prepared for him
an Irish dress, calculated to set off his
“really-good figure, and to draw on him

encouraging admiration. ;
w1t consisted of a truiss of scarlet
velvet, fastened at the ankles with clasps
of gold. His cerselet was worked in
gold shells—his vest, composed of the
same materials as his pantaloons, was
quilted tc»nmtqte the thruth jackets of
the ancient Irish. Over h1s shoulder he
wore a mantle of . pair satln, rlchly
~ bordered awith a fghat*e of foil, and”
fastened iwith a ’i’hagnrﬁeent ‘brodgh, i

the middle of which-was a Iar*e ame-
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thyst. Similar ornaments fastened his
plume, and his barrad of scarlet welvet.
He 'bore a wicker « shield, and was

- mounted on a bright bay English hunter,
richly accoutred.

The Knights had now all passed on*
to the barrier, and the troops assembled
to form it, were just going to receive
the word of command to close—when
suddenly three strangers appeared ata
distance, h.astenmcrfull speed toward the :
field.

As they approached within sight, aﬂﬁ
eyes were attracted by the two foremost,
and fixed m admiration  of the superior
nobleness ‘and majesty of their figures,
the splendom of their dress, and the un-
rivalled grace with which ‘they managed
their fiery«coursers:  Those coursers
were mﬂk-wlﬂte ‘Arabs, of exquisite
beauty,  and matqbless—-—eﬁeept with
each other. - Their pride was displayed
intheir ?owermg crests-—thexr strengthin

TP
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their broad deep chests—their fleetness
in their clean bony legs—and their dark
eyes rolling in liquid fire beneath their
snowy brows, betrayed their untamed
spirit ; ‘while their red nostrils issuing
‘smoke, and their elastic bounds expressed
their impatience of the admirable skill,
which controlled them.

The two Chevaliers were dressed ex-
actly alike, both inithe Polish costume.

Their vests and tight trowsers were
of greenvelvet; the appearance of breast-
plates was formed by an embroidery of
polished steel rings. The gorgets were
fashioned with diamonds ; one shoulder
of each Knight was covered with a met-
work of strung brilliants. On ¢ie other
. was fastened, by a superb star, the muzzle
of a fine panther’s skin, which formed
their mantle, crossed the back, and was
fastened on the right thigh. They wore
Polish bénnets, the elegant feathers of
which were tipt with brllhants, and
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played gracefully over their manly brows.
Diamond studs fastened their buskms-—
blazed in their belts—on the manes of
their horses, and on their housings.* 4

The shields of these noble strangers
were of polished steel, enamelled mth
gold, and magnificently set with jewels,
On one of them was painted, the moon
reposing its soft beams on the placid
surface of a silent stream, expressing
the mild and even tenor of the bearer’s -
disposition. '

The shield of the other Knloht ex-
hibited the figure of a lady, whose fea-
tures were. concealed by a veil, which a
flying Cupid was extending its L;ttle

&

* The whole appearance of these Chevaliers:
evinced that they were well aware of the splen-
dour with which those of the nation, whose cos-
tume they had chosen, always habited themselves,
and adorned their horses on all public cccasions.
The Poles, it is said, ever.did this, even at the ex-
pense of years of painful economy. i

.
é -
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hand to seize, and round it ‘were these

words, :
i

LOVE SHALL LIFT IT.

*  This Knight possessed a tall and ex-
quisitely formed figure ; his face was a
fine oval—his features regular—his ac-
quiline nose gave dignity to a frank and
. open countenance*— his dark eyes were
“full of fire and sensibility—and ‘there
was an impressive loftiness and grandeur
in his air and manner, which irresistibly
inspired respect and admiration. -
The other Knight bore to him' the
Tikeness of a brother; but he was not
quite so tall, nor did he possess that
majesty of mien which so eminently dis-
tm‘rmshed the former; still there was
in his figure, in his manner, in the tone
of his voice, a mative sweetness, which

* The description of this distinguished Chevalier
is strictly historical.

*
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created interest and captivated attention,
His dark grey eyes were expressive of
sentiment and feehng ; and his' Grecian
nose strengthened the naturally pleasing
cast of mildness and seriousness, which
were the characteristics of his counte-
nance.

The third was quite a stripling, yet of
manly demeanour and very pleasing ap-
pearance, He was also dressed in a
Polish habit. It was made of straw-
coloured velvet, ornamented with silver;
his mantle, bonnet, and plume were of
the same colour,  the former fastened to
the shouIder by a large topaz; the hous- -
ings of his cheshut steed, corresponded .
with the simple elegance of his dress. He
did not enter the lists. '

The Chevaliers, finding on their reach-
ing the barrier, that the tournament had
been delayed only on the notice of their
approach, waving the ceremony of pro-
ceeding to the throne tosalute the King,

e
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merely gave in their names to the herald
at arms.

The trumpet then sounded for the
last time, and the C(zmbatants- wheeling
to the right and left, with their lances in
their restes, vanished from the barrier to
make one general charge. With view-
less velocity the smoking - coursers,
¢ speed the middle space ;” and with a
concussicn which shook the solid earth,
‘¢ horse met horse, and man encountered
man 1” i f
* Under the powerful arm' of the elder
Polish - Kaight, ' Courtenai kissed sthe

* ground ; and Chatillon made Grammon't
‘eurse his luckless stars, and bless _his
uimble legs, which found their"way to
the ground before his head. :

Both these Knights declined a second
careér. In the last, the elder ‘of the
strangers, was in his turn obliged to -
yield to Chatillon, while the younger un-
horsed Turenne, and the Prince de

*/_.
o
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- Condé made Monsieur bend to his saddle
bow. ' s
The two careers of the spear being
finished,  the remaining Knights dis= -
mounted, to continue the contest with
the sword. :

The' Marquis ‘de Briscacier soon
brought Don Juan on his knee, and was
immediately challenged by Chatillon,
who, ‘after a' well conducted contest,
yielded with a sigh, of which love, not
fame, was the source.

""The Prince de Condé instantly took
his place; great skill and address were
shewn on both sides: but the ardent de-
sire of shining in the eyes of his fair
bride, could not prevail over the nervous
“arm of the more fortunate Prince; yet
with a liberality that graced disgrace, he
complimented the skill of his antagénist,
* and retired.

The Knight 'who bore on'his shield
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the picture of the wveiled Jlady,: now
challenged the conqueror So equal,
for a time, were the dexterity, supple-
ness, and strength, exhibited by these
Knights, in their exq‘uisitelyskillfulcon—
test, that astonishment, admiration, and
-anxiety sat on every countenance, as
with mute attention they awaited the
doubtful issue!

At length the Prince grew warm, and
thrown off his guard by his own im-
petuosity, was, after a struggle, in,
which he had nearly forgotten the oath
which bound him to a friendly trial of
skill, disarmed by his temperate and ac-
complished adversary.

@n the termination of this combat,
so every way honorable to the Polish
_ Knight, a rising murmur threatened to
add to the Princes mortification, by
bursting into that general applause, of
which he had been accustomed to be
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himself the object; but ere it could
spread, his well remembered’ services
buried it in respectful silence, till he had
quitted the field. ;
The judges of the tournament now,
conducted the Polander in form to the
pavilion, in which the lovely Sabina sat
aslady of the fete; and presenting him
to her, he was on the point of bending
one knee to receive the destined prize,
and her arms were extended to throw
over his neck the brilliant chain=—when
he suddenly reeled, and would have
fallen to the ground, had not the Mar-
quis de Briscacier, who at that moment :
entered the pavilion, by catchmg his
arm, prevented him. g
His friends now hastily approachmg,
with oreat anxiety 'supported the. Po-
lander; the elder of whom attributing
his indisposition to a wound he had re-
cently received, and which oughs, in
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prudence, tohave prevented the exertions
he had been just making.

They immediately bore him into the
open air, where in 2 short time he re-

. covered from the vertigo which had so
unseasonably attacked him.

The Marquis de Briscacier had dis-
covered, what no doubt the reader has
anticipated, that this noble Chevalier,
and his deliverer from the assassins of
the cavern, were one and the same.

As soon as he was sufficiently restored,
the Marquis teok his arm, and con-
-ducting him to the King, exclaimed
with generous warmth: * Sire, behold
in the victor of the tournament my de-
livexer, and your Knight of the Cavern.”
.. The noble stranger, at a loss to com-
prehend thisspeech, and surprised at the
title by which the Marquis introduced
him, could only look an inquiry, and
- make a silent obeisance to his Majesty.

e
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Most graciously did the young Mo-
narch receive and compliment him on
his bravery and skill; then recalling to
his' memory the critical situation in
which he had' assisted the supposed sol-
dier, he presented him to him in his real »
character, adding, “The preservation of
his valuable life in the subterranean *
cavern, makes mealso your debtor. Let
me therefore hope that you will,grace
my court, as you have graced my tour-
nament, ‘and’ open opportunies to me
for testifying my gratitude and esteem.”

" 'The strangernow turned his astonished
looks on the Marquis; and beheld, be-
neath the “splendid dress of a nobleman,
and in the favourite of a King, the poer‘
soldier, as he had believed him e,
whom he had rescued from the assassms :
in the cavern of the mountains."

'Surprise brought back the rich bloom
on the Knights cheeks, which his late
attack had driven thence; and he ex-

2
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tended his hand to the Marquis, in
token of the friendly disposition towards
him which this recognition created. *
The King then begged he would not
be so much his own enemy, as to delay
«his introduction to the amiable young
‘Marchioness, who would receive double
© pleasure in bestowing at the same time
the meed of honor on the hero of the
day, and the preserver of her husband.
With a bow to the King, which in
its dignity seemed to make acknowledge-
fent a favor; the stranger suffered the
Marquis to conduct him to the bride,
whom the latter thus addressed : ¢ Lovely
~ Sabina! may I venture to calk upon you
to assist me in paying the debt of grati-
tude which I owe to this valiant Cheva-
lier, and to add your esteem to that
with which he has inspired me?”
-« I am happy, my lord,” said the
_ blushing Marchioness, ¢ in receiving
- from one I so much honor, a task so con-

a2
&
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genial to my wishes.,”  And as she.
racefully threw the prize around his
neck, she added, “ May" this, chain
within the bounds of safety the ardent
spirit to which we are so much in-.
debted.” : : il

Tones, with which her memory was
familiar, now struck upon the sensibility
of the Marchioness, and startled her, as
in the tremulous accents of unconquered
surprise, the Polander answered:—,

¢ It shall at least, Madam, chain Y )
heart your grateful captive”

The Marchioness returned this gal-
lantry with a smile merely—and the
stranger rising, quitted her; but retumn-

. 1ng again in a few minutes accompamed
by the other strangers, he introduced the
first as his brother, Count Olesko, and
‘the stripling (in whom Sabina instantly
recognized her nocturnal protector) a&ﬁ*j
his cousin the Chevalier: Sapleha——aqg
requesting the Marquis would honor« ~
VOL.I. F

fem
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i

them by a partlculax mtloductlon to the
King’; which boon that nobleman cheer-
fully granted, and acknowledged his ob-
ligations to them dlso.

On returning from the performanée of
this ceremony, the Knight of the Cavern
said, ¥ Now Marquis have the goodness
to point 6ut to us the Baroness de Bonne-
ville, to whom we bear letters which
will ‘sanction the generous confidence
and respect, Which unknown and un-
recsmmended has been ‘so nobly be-
stowed on us ?”

¢ T intended,” said Sabina vntl%* ani-
mation, - * to have bespoken that re-
vered friend’s esteem for the deliverer of
the Marquis; and I can assure you that
title will antlclpate the welcome your
letters may ¢laim.”

"The court now left the field—the
5 Polish Knight 'rode on one side of the
¢ar which contained the Queen and Sa-
bina, ‘and the ‘Marquis on Ehe other.
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They had not proceeded far, when they:
were met by a courier, whose smoking
steed’ proclaimed the wurgency of hls
business. ;
Halting at sight of the Marquis, he
presented to him a packet——on opening
which, a strong shade of vexation and
disappointment appeared on his coun~
tenance, which he evidently struggled
to conceal.
After a few minutes given to this ef«
" fort, he turned his horse, and joining
the King, exclaimed,—¢ Ah, Sire! T
know#your goodness will lead you to
sympathize with my feelings, in learning,
that just as the cup of felicity is offered
to my lips, I am forbid to taste till a su-
perior duty is fulfilled. An alarming
mutiny calls for my instant departure
to the army under my command—any
delay may terminate most fatally the
truce from which you hoped for such
honorable terms of peace. Pardon, gra
F2
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qwus Su,e, my. answermg the indulgent
permission, I see hovering on your lips,
before you give it expression. X ask

- mot a single dd_'y —our service Tequires
my absence, and to that I willingly make
the sacrifice of present happiness, to
Teturn to that wninterrupted enjoyment
of it, which a consciously neglected
dugy would not alloy.”

« Go Marquis,” said the Km(r much
affected —* the man_who can  conquer
his passions from a motive so laudable,
is a conqueror indeed! to whom' ;those
who only conquer others, mus”zeld
the palm.” Z it

. To this ﬂatteuncr oomphment Lou;sr
added the request of seeing him befoge
he set off ; but the Marquis entregn.ed
to be allowed to devote the few: hours
he could spare, to t;hqyconductingrhis
bride to her future home, and con-
vincing himself that there was nothing

" wanting in it, that could @ any way
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contribute to her pleasure and comfort.
He then kissed the King’s hand, and
returned to acquaint the Queen with
the event which had taken place.

That Princess expressed her regret
with much fqeling; and condescerid-
ingly eommanded that her car should be
driven to the Marquis’s chateau, pre-
viously to its conveying her to Paris.

On arriving at its portal, her Majesty
favored him with many kind wishes that
_his absence might prove of short du-
ration. And he in return begged she
would have the goodness to obtain the
King’s permission for the continuance
of the festivals; that Sabina might not
be disappointed of the pleasure they
were calculated to afford her.

« She is of an age,” added he, “to
enjoy them, and T would not have my
unlucky departure deprive her of any .
of those innocent amusements she had
promised herself, | Your Majesty will

. St
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_therefore confer.a real obligation on 1me,

by. sanctioning with your approbation

the Marchioness’s * joining in the recre-
-ations of each day.” '

+The ; various and novel sensanons

whmh had with such rapidity succeeded

each other in the bosom of the Marchi-
oness, flushed her cheeks with a more
than usually brilliant carnation, and lent
new lustre to her charming eyes, as the
Marqms led her into his magnificent
chageau, which had been fitted up anew
for her reception.

¢ Lovely Sabina !”. said he, as soon
as he had conducted  her into ofie. of
the apartments. ¢ Lovely Sabina, reign
mistress here as absolutely as you ever
will in the heart of him, whom you have
this day made the mostenvied of men!
A cruel, but indispensable duty tears

" me from you; yet I will endeavour. to

‘derive consolation, even in this trying

separation, from the belief that the mo-

(o
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tive is’ approved by you ; and ‘that the
sacrifice: T make to his Majesty, will
evince how, above all price, I esteemn
the gift he has bestowed on me, and the
boundless gratitude with which it has
inspired me. Heaven protect and
cherish you! The kind Baroness has
promised to continue your guest till ' my
return, which God speed! If in survey-
ing this place, you should observe some
objects ' which may testify how de- "
votedly I have studied to please gou,
allow them to speak in favor of him,
who, after the duty he ;uqtly owes lus
'ng, lives but for you.”
A timid doubt of the mannerin which
she ought to address her husband, kept
“Sabina silent—and when his horses were
announced, Her increasing embarrass-
‘ment made the Marquis spare her a
longer adieu, by affectionately embracing.
her, and 'hastily leaving the room.
He Was no sooner out of sight, than
F 4
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i%ﬁbi’ﬂa dropt into'a chair, and asked her-
self ‘whether she was perfectly awake !
%0 like a dream did-the change in her
fate; the ‘sudden vbanishing of her hus-
band, and the'finding herself alone ina

-splendid mansion’ of her own, appear to
her.’ :

T 'this bewildered state of mind she
might long have continued, had' she
not ‘been recalled to the realities  of
her condition, by the arrival ‘of  the
Bareness, who came to re-conduct her
to her own hotel, where it had been
agreed she was to remain till the enter-
tainirents were over.

“ On the road the Baroness had met
the dejected: Marquis, who 'stopping
for 2 moment, took the opportunity of
correcting the remissness he had been

. ouilty of towards his preservers. = In
the grief of parting from his bride, he
had forgotten to desire, that she would
be his substitute, In shewmo them every
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grateful ‘attention, and- fricndly - hospis i
tality in her power. - This wish he now

desired the Baroness would convey to

‘Sabinay and encourage: her in fulfilling
it, by setting her the example. :

As she conducted the charming bnde
back to Paris, that lady repeated to her
the request of her lord; and taking
‘from: her pocket the letter which had
been presented to her by the Knight of
the Cavern. ;

« This epistle,” said she, « is from
Count Zolkiewski, an old and much
esteemed friend of the late Baron. He
is a Russian noblemany not mote distine
guished by his rank and shining talents,
than he is endeared to me; by the recol-

"lection of his friendship for my regretted
lord. He spéaks of the three Chevar

liers in terms of the utmost affection,
andiirecommends . them,,:during their .

abode in this country, to my pecuhar f
ED

B
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tention, as. youths, in whose béhalf he

: is,nearly and deeply interested...., ... 1
* « ¢« <Tt is in obedience to their nobl;

-

father,” writes he, ¢ that. they travel in-
cognito, and hide under fictitious names

their real rank, which be assured,is not
less noble than you will find the menits
of the dear subjects of my panegyric.
Possibly - you ‘may. think the whim of

- my friend, an unaccountable one; take

S

then in . his own words the reason he
assigned for exacting this proaf of his
children’s obedience. »

s¢.¢ It is my wish, my sons, that you
should owe. to your own merits, rather
than those of your ancestors, that re-
spect in foreign countries, which I trust
you ‘will ever receive. Convince me,
then, that you are indebted for it to the
former, by foregoing those claims which
the latter would undoubtedly secure o

youJ)J
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“You must agree with me, my dear
Baroness; thata motive so praise-worthy,
ought to be inviolably respected.”

“You see, therefore, my love,” con- *
tinued she, folding up the letter, * that
it is equally incumbent on both of us to
play the good hostesses, to these young
strangers.”

In 'this ' observation Sabina  readily
agreed; ‘at the'same time deeply  blush-
ing at'the thought, of how very strange
an opinion the Chevalier Sapieha must
have formed of her nocturnal excursion ;
and resolving to take the first oppor-
tunity which occurred to explain that
aﬂ'axr to him.. ;

56
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Tue Baroness, by the Queen’s orders,
attended Sabina_to the Palais, Royal,
then her Majesty’s residence—-from
thence . that.  Princess, conducted the'
bride herself to Versailles, where a ball

. concluded the entertainments of the

day

They found on their arrival, that some
of the expected guests were ahead)i ?s
sembled ;  and the Queen, the young
Marchioness, and the Baroness, repaired

_ directly to the great gallery, which was

fixed on as the ball-room for the
g£vening.*
To assist the King in conquering 2
* Vide Anquetil,

]
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species of diffidence which he at first
felt in the company of strangers, the
Queen mother had introduced a degreé
of freedom at court, which astonished
those, who temembered the strict eti-
quette, exacted by Louis l3th and his
minister Richlieu.

The policy of Mazarine induced him
to second her Majesty’s plan; and in
order to reconcile the courtiers to his
despotic sway, he likewise rallied around -
the throne, * Les graces, les plaisirs, et +
“une magﬂﬁcedbe eblouissante, - inconnue
gusqu’a lui.”’
.. The system of banishing from the
‘new court, the genante forms of the
vieille cour, had all the effect the Queen #
could have hoped; it encouraged Louis *
to display that easy graceful aﬁ'ablh,ty
which was afterwards his characteristic. '-«‘
and which when equally remote ﬁ'cﬁn.
repulsive haughtiness, and debasmcr f‘a-.
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miliarity, wins the heart, while it in~

 spires it with respect.

" Of this effect, Sabina" was"perfectly
sensible in her first interview with the
King ; nor was she less alive to its in-
fluence on this evening: when the
youthful monarch, instead ‘of waiting in
state toreceive her homage, rose imme-

_ diately on her entrance to pay her that

attention he felt due to the sex in gene-
ral,* and to her, on this occasion, in par=
_ ticular.

- Gallantly taking her hand, he led her
to a seat at the upper end of the
gallery, and placed her near the Queen
mother.

Al the apartments of this vast edi-

fice, lighted, and thrown open from one

s

to the other, appeared to the dazzled

it
|

&‘{;’ Louis never passed even the female serva,uts»
of

pf the coust without touching his hat, . .
» . St. Simon.

e
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sight of the bride, as she looked through
the long vistas formed by the open and
lllummated dooss, like an enchanted
pa.lace' ¥

The 1nnumerable hghts mulnphed
themselves to infinity in the magnificent
mirrors. which hung in every reem;
while the crystal ornaments caught and
spread their rays in endless directions
from their diamond anglesy

This entertainment exhibited all that -
regal splendour, elegant taste, and un-
bounded liberality could produce, in,
the most brilliant court in Europe; and
the captivatings manners of its sovereign
diffused over every one, gaiety, har-
mony, and an earnest desire of pleasing,

Even the defeated Knights, forgetting
th’eir disgrace, seemed to have recovered
their good humour.

Chatillon, the pensive Chatillon ! had ﬂ
decked his face in the ‘smiles of revived |
hope, f?r the noble-minded Prince de“"

®
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‘Condé, affected by the generous comi

pliment paid to him in the'motto on ‘the
Count’s shield, had procured for hini the
hand of the celebrated Angelica, and

éppézired by transferring his attentions to

b
‘another lady during the evening; as if

he Seriously’ intended making the sacti--
fice of her pxeference in favor of ' the

“Count.*
The King, who nrade ‘the'Knight of

* ‘thé 'Cavern (as we shall ‘continue to¥

stylé him) the particular object of his

. care and notice, with the air 6f a person
* who'is certain of communicating plea

Sure, informed him that;‘as victor of the

" field, he had a right to the fair hand of

the tady of thefestivals.

A doubtful expression flashing 'from
the eyes of the Knight, made his Majesty
a§k w hether he had ' already engaced

* This tumed out fo be case, and Chahllon mars
ried Angelica; but on her becoming a widow, the

‘?ﬁnce renewed his addresses,

.
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himself, or if he wished to decline
dancing altogether. ¢ Though perhaps,
Sir Knight,”  added he, in a tone of
waillery, ¢ the veiled lady has prohibited
the disloyal and unsentimental gaiety of
mingling in the dance, duringyour ab--/
sence from her; however well pleased
she may be, at your winning trophies«to
lay at her feet on your return ! —or—"

A sudden change in the countenance
of his aliditor, denoting vexation, made .
‘the King suspect that his plasanterie
wasill-tim¥d; and shrinking frﬁm wound-
ing the feelings of another, he suddenly
‘changed his 'manner, and n a tone,
grave, yet friendly, said, ¢ Am 1 really .
to seek another partner for the Mar-
chioness ?”’

« Sire,” veplied the Chevalier with
‘recovered dwerfulness, and a look of ac-
:knowledcment for the delicacy which
‘had checked the King’s bantering, “I
should ill deserve the Chivalric tltlsg,;, 1

-
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with whieh you honor me, were I to re.
sign the right my arm has‘this day won :
that of being the Caveleiro Servante of
the peerless hieroine of the festivals.”
"The Marchioness quite new to the

; wodd, and so unassuming as never to

have conceived the pessibility of a
lady’s taking offence at another being
preferred to herself, yet felt a portion of
proud displeasure, of ‘which till now she
had never been sensible, at this. conves
sation ; which, as it partially reacheéd

_her ear, gave her the unpleagant impres-

sion of her being forced on the Knight
of the Cavern as a partner. His con~
cluding sentence therefore, though ut-
tered with ‘the warmth of sincerity,
scarcely reconciled her te the accept‘
ance of him. phscloay

“ But the same prxde, wluch at fisst
tempted her to reject, determined her
to' accept his' hand, when the King led

him up to'make the tender of it.

o~
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His Majesty himself was no stranger' X
to caprice. - At this very, time, though -
deeply . enamoured, with Mademoiselle

de la Motte 1’ Argencour, he suffered

himself occasionally to. be seduced, by

“ Les agaceries el.la coquétterie précoces”
of Marie Mancini, the Cardinal’s niece,
into giving her the preference. . Yet she
had no personal charms that conld ex-
cuse this preference. Her complexion
was of a yellow brown, her neck and
arms long and seraggy ; and though her
teeth were, good, her mouth was large,
and her lips . thin. . Her stature was tall
and straight ; but her eyes were fierce
without brilliancy, ,
Mademoiselle dela Motte was, on the
contrary, remarkable for. the - beautiful
regularity of her features—the clearness
and delicacy of her complexion—ez plus
belle encore por se. naiveté, ces graces
et sa gaieté.  And the King was very

greatly alive to the attractions of both .

B
o
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her person and charaeter. e ‘adm'ﬁed-
also tbat self-respect, 'which made her
receive his attentions with a mixture of
deference and pleasure, which neither
partook of abjectness, or insolence.

* How unaccountable is the inflaence
which that ever changing, ever whimsi-
cal deity, Fancy, possesses over the
minds of men ! '

The Countess de Soissons, sister to
the former of these ladies, was also @&
candidate for his Majesty’s attentions ;
it may well be supposed therefore, that
much heart-burning, between these
three ladies, was concealed beneath the
courtly veil of bienséance.

The Countess was the partner of
Count Olesko, with whom she ap-
peared so much pleaséd, as to rouse in
him a spirit of gallantry; that his bro-
ther, (who observed it with pleasure)
determined to encourage, as an antidote
“to that seriousness of ‘character, whxch
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increasing every day, threatened to de-
generate into melancholy.

Sapicha danced with the amiable
Duchess de Merceeur; another of Car-
dinal Mazarine’s nieces, highly and ge-
nerally beloved for her eminent virtues.*

Nothing could exceed the admiration
excited by Sabina and her elegant part-
ner, as they led off the dance. The
Graces themselves seemed to dictate

-

Yevery motion, and to have selected them -

purposely to display their own powers
of atwaction! Yet after two dances the

Marchioness, fatigued in mind and body,

sighed for repose ; and though she could
not with propriety quit the ball, she
begged to be excused from dancing any
more. '

The Knight of the Cavern imme-

diately led her to a seat, and placing

himself next to her, gallantly said, he

* She died young,':,deeply regretted by all who
! 2

knew her.
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greatly prefemed, to the amusement

they had just qmtted the pleasure of

her conversation for the remainder of
the evening.

. The young Marchioness 'bowed her
acknowledgments ; but in consequence
of their both being equally strangers to
Paris, the one from Iong“seclusion,’ the
other from his very recent arrival, ‘they
could give each other but little mformar-;
tion respecting the individuals by Whom
they were surrounded.

‘ Their conversation, therefore, fell ﬁrst
upon countries, then npon books—each
displaying to the other refinement, taste,
and knowledge. Sabina thought that

.she had never met with so a«rreeable a
companion ; and this opinion Was
strengthened when she learnt that addedn ;

" to the possession of five other lan-f
guages—he was perfect master of the

English. Pleased at the discovery, she
expressed in that tongue her hope, that

4
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he was an'admirer of Shakespeare. But
instead of answering this question, he:
repeated with enthusiasm,

« What she does
Still betters what is done. ¥ .
When she speaks, ’
‘¥'d have her do it ever—
When she dances,T wish her P
A wave o the sea, that she might ever do
Nothing but that ; move still, still so,
" And own no other function: each her dOmg, :
So singular in each particular,
Crowns what she’s doing in the present deeds,
Thet all ber acts are queens.”

The. Marchioness greatly charmed,
turned towards the Knight with the in-.
tention of noticing, if any lady present,
had excited the animation with which -
he uttered this : but to her surprise she
perceived his countenance overspread
with gloomy displeasure; and in the -
next instant, equally regardless of his
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engagement to herself, and. forgetful of

the wish he had a short time before ex-

_pressed, of devoting the evening to her

conversation, he started from his seat,
crossed the apartment, and led to the
dance the deserted Mademoiselle. de la
Motte—except Angelica and herself,
by far the handsomest woman at the
béll. '

The King now retived To the. lehard-
room ; and the Queen having f01med, a

_card party, of .which the Baroness de
Bonneville made one, Sabina, after the

sudden desertion of the Knight, was'
pleased at Count Olesko’s joining her.
The transient gallantry nspired by the
coquétlerie of ‘the Countess deSoissons,
which had for its object not-the:Count’s
admirationy but the hope of exciting the
King’s jealousy, soon gave place to: this
natural pensiveness ; and he evidently

shewed, that he felt it a relief to be dis~
missed by his light-minded partner; who;

"
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on seeing the King quit the apartment,
immediately seated herself. :
- The mild, rational, conversation, with
the consistent attentions of the Count,
though wanting the brilliant wit—the _
" impressive eloquence—and the  endless
variety of his ' brother,” were still so
pleasing and aeceptable to the Mar(ihi-
oness, who had for a moment experienced
the unpleasant sensation, of feeling
alone in_a crowd ; that in gratjtude for
his timely approach, she mentally pro-
nounced him to be at least more amiable,
if not more distinguished than his
brother.

The Knight of the Cavern devoted
himself for the rest of the evening to
Mademoiselle dela Motte. And Olesko,
more and more pleased with Sabina, as
he compared her with the frivolous
‘Countess.de Soissons, continued his at-
tendance on her, and by that means se- :
cured to himself the pleasure of leading

VOL. ¢

Vi e



122 THE HUSBAND .

her to the supper-table, and occupying &
place near her.
- Poor Sapieha, who previous to his
setting off for Versailles, had spent his
time in conning over all the lessons o
etiquette, l'usage du monde, et les petites
soins, which the Knight of the Cavern
had given him, and by which he firmly
determined to be guxded in his conduct
throughout the evening ; had hitherto, as
" he thought, succeeded a merveille, and
hoped to receive as much praise and ad-
' miration from his cousin for it, as he had
generously bestowed on himself.
Supper being announced, he pre-
_sented his hand to his fair partner, and
assiduously led her through the hall of
war, without suffering himself, either to
look to the right, or left, at the tempting
paintings which adorned its sides: The
Temple of Apollo caused a little égare:
ment d’esprit, but quickly recollectmff
himself, he resolutely turned his eyes
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from ‘the" four Seasons, “aird ‘even” the-
pictires of' Guido, and ' fixing #heém “on
ﬂlécharﬁ“m&cﬁahtehénceﬁfﬁxeﬁﬁcHe’SS,
vowed' ke “srould "Withdraw ' them wo
sore ‘from ‘that ' infgrESﬁncr objeet, “Hir
they weére safely” atrived &t the Suppers
table!’ And he actually ‘did “keep this
VoW ‘through the Title” gallery—the s sl
lo6m of 1 ’\Iercfn'y, antl'irito the thiddle 24
the courde Mars 2 when, ﬁnfoﬁ:unately
thinking it nécessdry to sive enerdy to'd |
gallatit Speech he was matkfﬁtr ; by‘f Fows
g up Hiseyes €6 Hedvelr, “thie God'of «
war, seated il his‘ ear drawn by Wolves,
caught his view, and'instead of ‘Béaring
witness to the trﬁth of his épe‘ecfn 'B‘e-'
trayed his sénses! for his’ eyes now be’ |
came traitors to ‘his| wﬂl-—hé first” took
only ‘& olance, then a full view, became
distrait, and finally dropt the Duchess’s
hand, before the famous picture of Da-
vius, at the feet of Alexander. = 4%
G2
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#iThe Duchess de Merceeur, who had
been much diverted during the evening.
with - the evidently new-taught court
breeding of her youthful beau, which,
whenever he caught himself relaxing
from, instantaneously stiffened his na-
turally easy manners and his playful
ingenuous muscles; was ‘curious o' see
how he' would recover this fuuz-pas in
politeness; and therefore forbore to give
him 'any intimation of her departure,
but silently slipt out of the apartment,
_leaving him to follow in dismay, when
he should awake from his reverie. ~But
no Sapieha re-appeared! On ﬁndmg
himself alone, and recollecting the so-
lecism in good breeding, of which he
had been guilty, he concluded his repu-
tation as a man of gallantry and fashion
to be gone for ever; and therefore
thought he might as well make the pas-
sion for painting, which had led him into
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this treason against the laws of etiquette,
comfort hlm under’ his disgrace; and
with 'this 1ntentwn, he turned back, and
examined every room in' rotation, till
ending with the cabinet of jewels and
antiquities,—its vicinity to the hall of
plenty, where the company supped,
conveyed to him the voice of gaiety and
pleasure : and he hesitated for a moment
whether he would not brave the worst,
by throwing himself on the Duchess’s
Mercy. .. rd
But he was too young to feel thxs
to be‘an easy task; on the 'contrary,
the more he considered the miatter; the
less resolution' he found to bear him
through it; and he at length ‘madé
up his mind' to return a solitaire to his
home—yvhere he so ruminated on, and
exaggerated  his: inattention - to ' the
sprightly- Duchess,  that he 'resolved
to avoid her dreaded raillery, by ab=
G3
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senting , himself, fiom all the other
amusements,  at. . which 'he should be
likely to meet her, except the masquer-
ade ; there he thought under a disguise
he might Heusuge oishcomn st her '

%% 1 "’
a3 §a.
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TuE next morning, the cheerful, happy
court of the young and amiable Mo-
narch of France assembled at the TuiL
leries. m these walks, so Jusﬂy
esteemed :!s the most pleasant in Paris,
the different parties embarked on the
Seindfin elegant barges, gaily painted,
and covered with awnings of various
colours. A fine band of music in one
boat, and attendants with refreshments
in others, followed the splendid fleet.
The regal barge, in which were the
King, Queen, Sabina, the Duchess de.
Mercceur, the Baroness de Bonneville,
and Mesdemoiselles de la Motte, and
Mancini, was fitted up with great mag-
G4
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- nificence. Its awning was of purple
silk, lined with white, and fringed with
gold; the seats were covered with
cushions of the same materials ; and its
sides, to the very water’s edge, were of .
burnished gold! The King was himself
surprised at the elegance of the barge-
men, who were dressed in jackets and
trowsers of white satin,. fa.stened with
tassels of gold. This vessel led the
way, and as it moved threw a dazzling
brilliance round, and appeared to roll in
floods of light! :
The morn was beautifully fairf and ;
as. the eddying breeze gently waved
the foliage of the woods and groves,
which clothed the banks of the river,
they stole fragrance from each opening
bud, and imparted the pillaged sweets
‘to the senses of the fair and noble ma-
riners, as they glided down the smooth.

» tide !
A tranquil silence had succeeded to
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* the first joyous salutations of the day,
and the lively' congratulations on the
fineness of. the weather, when it was
gradually disturbed by a flute, whose
melodious tones swelled upon the
yielding air.  Its notes, at first, gently
rising in slow succession, till thé’y were

S

strengthened by the full harmonious

band, to a higher nobler strain.

The skilﬁ,gl rowers, who had for a

time rested on their oars, now with well-
timed strokes, beat the responsive mea-
sure on_the trembling wave.

Agal there was a pause, and again,
the soft melody of the flute breathed on
the listening ear of silence! who,
charmed with a voice, that now, by
claiming union with the instrument,
gave expression to its gentle notes,
checked her flight, to enjoy the liquid
tones, which impressively conveyed to
the mind of taste, these words :

G5
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¢ On a.day (alack the day,)
Love whose month is ever Ma;,,
Spy 'da blossom, passing fair,
Playmg in the wanton air:  *
"Through the velvet leaves the wind,
All unseen, ‘gan passage find;
That the lover, sick to death,
Wish'd himself  the Heavens breath.
Air, (sighed he) thy cheeks may blow ;
Air, would I might triumph so !
Baut, alack, my hand is sworn,
Ne’er to pluck thee from thyathorn ;
~ Vow, alack, for youth unmeet ;
Youth so apt to pluck a sweet,
Do not call it sin in me, ‘
That I am forsworn for thee.” ® '

“These vocal sounds, rising from the
bosom of the regal barge, made the
royal party direct.their eyes, first at each
other, and then towards the boatmen,
amidst whom they, at the same time,
discovered in the songster the Knight
of the Cavern! who with his brother,
were disguised as rowers.
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The King greeted them with ﬂatter—
ing expressions of pleasure, at finding
such an agreeable acquisition to their
party. Come,’* said he, *“ and re-
ceive the t;hanks of these ladies, for
your gallant atentions to them.”

As they advanced to pay their com-
pliments, the Knight bowed to Sabina
with the deprecating air of one, who i§
conscious of having merited an un-
gracious reception; but in the pleasure
she had derived from listening to the
charming air he had just sung, and in
recoghlizing in the selection of the
words, an admirer of her favorite bard,
she entirely forgot the abruptness with
which he had on the preceding evening
quitted her, and she returned his com-
pliments with equal sweetness and
grace, joiming in the general encomiums
passed on his fine voice, and masterly

execution,
¢ 6
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. The Duchess de Mercoeur, then
smlhngly asked, what ‘was become of
her attentive beau Sapieha. build
¢ He is” replied Count OlesLo,
_whose ear was not scientific enough to
discover that it was Sapleha s flute which
he had heard. ¢ He is so very much
in disgrace with himself, that he is self-
Bamshed from the amusements of the
day » : : e :

“ I am very sorry for that,” returned

the Duchess, ¢ for1 can assure you, that

the happy turn- of his countenance, his

humour, and the naiveté of his man-

ners, have greatly interested me in his
favor; and though he must learn /es

manieres du monde most: certainly, yet I

would not condemn him to seek them

in solitary confinement! Pray tell him,
that is not the way to acquire them.”

The Knight was silent, though he
well knew that Sapieha-wvas not soli-
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tarily doing penance; he instantly knew
that it was his flute which had so sweetly
_ filled the - pauses: of = pensiveness that
succeeded, at intervals, to the swelling
sounds of the whole band. It wasin- ,
deed ‘to  this youth so unexpectedly
breathing  his favorite melody, that the
Knight’s premature discovery of hlmself
and brother, was to be attributed; for"
there were: in this simple but touching
air, some tones which struck upon the
most sensitive ébres of his heart, and
made him spontaneously give to them
the effect of their appropriate words, and
by so doing, betray himself.

After the first compliments were over,
he took a seatnear the Marchioness, and
admired with her the beauty of the
scenery  they weré passing throughy till
the images of the calm and happy quiet,
which appeared in the shaded groves,
the silent vales, and meandering streams
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which stole through the peaceful plains
to pay tribute to the Seine, joined to
the plaintive murmur of the distant
band, which had preceded them, to
await their landing at St. Cloud, lulled
even the impetuous feelings of the

- Knight, into meditative tranquullity.

As the last strains of the instruments
were lost in air, Sabina interrupted his
reverie by saying, “ 1 begin to think,
that all dispositions alike acknowledge
the magic power of music! since even
your lively mind. yields to its softening
influence.” ,

¢ Say rather, that you are surprised
my turbulent spirit should be Zumanized
by its soul-dissolving harmeny. Ah!
Madam, the joyous heart, whose dearest
hopes have never been violently tom
from it, is ill calculated to pity that des-
pair which such a misfortune engenders.
in one of too keen sensibility. May
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sortow never teach yours, how greatly
music is capable, even in a bosom so
lascerated, of diffusing over it a tempo-
tary calm, that its magic can still awaken
in it for a moment, delightful sensations, «
Sensibly do I experience, that it is the
language of the soul—that it is far more
eloquent than words—that it breathes to
the heart the sweetest “the most intelli-
gible expressions.”

¢“ Indeed, Chevalier, you do me in-
justice,” said the Marchioness, ina tone
of the gentlest pity : but the Knight al-
lowed her not fo express the benevo-
lence which hovered on her lips; he
again, with the air 6f an offended person,
quitted her, and joined Mademoiselle de
la Motte, who was once more a suffering
witness of the King’s devoirs to Marie
Maneini.

On arriving at St. Cloud, they found
a sumptuous repast prepared for them;
and as ceremony and distinction were

o
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banished in this little fete champetre,
every one seemed to be perfectly united
in sentiment, and to concur heartily in

contributing, by their gaiety and good
" humour, to the pleasures of the day.

Nor was Sapieha without his amuse-
ment, though he continued concealed
under the habit of a musician.

The gardens were replete with capti-
vating views; the Seine running close
under them, formed a beautiful and
magnificent canal, which watered a
long terrace, planted with rows of trees
on each side. Groves, saloons, laby-
rinths, water-works, and an orangery in
an exquisite taste, embellished these de-
lightful gardens.

. To a part of the grounds situated on
the top of a hill, and commanding 2
charming prospect, * Sapieha carried
some refreshments, and seating himself
by the side of one of those jet deau’s,
which are considered as master-pieces of
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their kind, he regaled two of his senses
at the same time.

This enthusiastic and amiable youth
became lost in admiration of the genius
of man, while contemplating the effects
of the sun-beams playing in the most
beautiful prismatic tints, on the clear
crystal stream which issued from the
fountain,and fell around, like the sweetest,
softest dew ! and Sapieha was himself
even in his exile from the charming so-
ciety, who were enjoying themselves in
luxuries, under a superb tent, an object
of envy and admiration, since, in his own
innocent pursuits, and unadulterated
taste, he found a .constant resource
against the irksomeness of solitude, and
the depression of ennui.

From the situation he had chosen for
his refectory, he was able to observe
when the company prepared to embark.
On seeing them assemble for that pur-
pose, he descended the hill, and imme-
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diately took his seat in the musiciang
barge ; soon after which, the little fleet
pushed from the shore, and returned to
Paris.

That evening was given to recruit the
fatigues of the preceding day, and
enable the party to enjoy the pleasures of
the following. :
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CHAP. VIIL.

Tae sun had no sooner mounted his
dew-distilling car, and painted with
orient beams, the heavens and the earth,
in his own gay and joyous colours, than
the merry horn of the archers sounded
a reveiellé to the bowmen of the day;
and all, at the ear-piercing sound,
sprang from their couches—some with
tevivified spirits—some with renewed
hopes—others with new-born feelings—
others again with the ardour of enter-
prize!

The prizes to be gon-tended for, at
this. exhibition of skill, were—for the
best shot in the target, an arrow of gold ;
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and a crown of myrtle and lillies, formed
of pearls and emeralds, for him who
should, with his arrow, hit a dove,
which was by a long string confined, to
the top of the standard.

" The forest of St. Germain was to. be
the scene of these feats; and the gar-
dens of the palace, that of the déjeuné
which was to precede them.

Beautiful was the appearance of this
charming séjour; when the Queen mo-
ther, accompanied by the lovely bride,
arrived at it on the festive morn.

The sky beamed with unusual splen-
dour; and a gentle breeze, impregnated
with the scent of the flowers and herbs,
curled playfully on the surface of the
Seine, which flows at the foot of the :
eminence on which the palace stands:

Art and nature had united in render-
ing the gardens ~enchanting! fruitful
valleys and pleasant eminences—deli-
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cious parterres and green refreshing
thickets, on every side struck the view.
The shadowed walks were ornamented
with temples, grottos, and statues; and
the earth with the flowers of an early
summer !

In oneof the temples, commanding a
pleasant prospect, both of the river and
country, the company assembled to
breakfast. It was hung with festoons
of the finest and choicest flowers ; and
its corners were decorated with small
fountains, which played into vases of
porphyry, various perfumed waters : —
while every luxury, from each part of
the world, suitable to the repast, ap-
peared on the tables, to tempt the appe-
tite, and please the senses.

Sometimes was heard from one of the
grottos, its nymphs, playing charming
rural airs on an organ ! —at others, Or-
pheus would sercnade the party with
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his flute, and by his magic powers anic
mate rocks, woods, birds, and beasts *

At a late hour, ‘notwithstarnding ‘his
determination 'to the contrary, on''the
evening of the ‘ball, Sapicha appearéd,
led like a culprit between his ‘cousing’;
who partly by persuasion, and partly by
force, had directed his reluctaht steps to
St. Germain’s. : :

After paying their respécts t0 “their
Majesties, they conductéd him to ‘the
feet of the Duchess de Mercoeur; there,
to await 'the sentence she should-be
pleased to pronounce on his desertion :
they, however, entreated, that in cont
sideration of his head being as light
as his heels, she would in her ¢lemency,
torbear to pass one likely to try very
greatly its solidity.

Sapieha attempted to apologize, but

* These artificial objects are set in motion bV
water-works,



AND THE LOVER. | 145

finding that nature was more powerful
than art; and that word them how he
would, his speeches expressed, in spite
of him, as plainly as truth, that his mis-
demeanour. arose from his 'preferring
pictures to the Duchess’s conversation, -
fascinating as he wished her to believe
he thought it—he suddenly broke off an
unfinished harangue, dismayed at disco-
vering that, les ruses de flatterie, in ‘his
unskilful hands, turned into weapons
against himself.

This consciousness, and a feeling of
ridicule, joined to a confusion, rendered
inﬁnit@iy droll from the native archness
of his features, gave so ludicrous a cast
to his countenance, that the Duchess
could no longer retain her mock gravity ;
~but giving way to her inclination for
mirth, she extended her hand to the *
disconcerted Sapieha, and raising him
up, assured him she was so highly
pleased and satisfied with the eloquence

e
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of his 7o apology, that she not only for-
gave him, but appointed him her cicis-
beo, during his stay in Paris.

Saplehas distress ‘soon changed to |
rapture at being thus released from the
awkwardness of his situation; and tak-
ing an offered seat near the Duchess, he
participated in the joy and festivity
which prevailed throughout the com-
pany, with a spirit that banished from
his memory the little mortifications
which he had experienced on first join-
ing it.

Breakfast being over, the chegrful
“notes of the bugle-horns summaohed the
Toxopholites to repair to the forest with
the fair witnesses of their skill. ~Each
archer was dressed in a uniform of areen
silk, forming a close jacket and panta- :
" loons, lined with white, and trimmed?
with a green bugle fringe ; a white silk
sash with the same coloured tassels ;
green bonnets and white feathers. This
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dress, though more simple, than any.of
'those. worn at the. tournament,  was :
equally elegant; nor was it less calcu-.
lated to display a_fine figure ; and the
golden quivers  enamelled with. green,,
gracefully suspended across the should-
« ersy with belts ornamented in the same.
" manner, gave dignity to the.tall ;nidgvpll
proportioned forms who woreit. .

On arriving at the appointed spot, the.
 ladies found a Persian silk tent prepared
for themy just opposite the pillars against
which : the target was hung. Overit,
waved a superb banner, which bore the
ficure§ of Mars and Cupid, encircled
within .a wreath of lillies and laurels:
and on the top was perched a Barbary,
| dove, who, unconscious of danger, was:
" pecking and pluming itself, as if proud,
. of shewing its beauties to the God.ofs
the silver bow, whose victim he was.

destined to be&, el
& What, ¥ aske‘tl ,Sabma, addre.ssmﬂ

QL. : g % s
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herself to the Knight of the Cavern,
who had just then for the first time that
_morning paid his compliments to her;
¢« What can induce that sweet little dove
’ to choose a post so full of danger? Ihope
it will soon take its flight to a safer
place, or I shall receive no pleasure from
the skill to be exhibited.”
¢ That dove,” replied the Knight,
¢ is placed there purposely to be shot at,
as a mark.”
« Is it possible,” exclaimed Sabina,
“ that pleasure can be associated with
such barbarity, when an inanimate mark
would answer full as well. But I
hope it is not too late to change this
cruel intention; oblige me, Chevalier,
by endeavouring to get it done : do not
let the amusement be disgraced by
. ‘giving unnecessary pain e’en to the !
" ¢ poor beetle.” I entreat you, Chevalier,
try to rescue this poor little victim.”
« Be under no apprehension, Mada?,

&
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for” his sa‘fety,” answered the Kﬁlghi
“'trast to my skill in archery, when I
assure you, (and he added this with a"
dlight shade of yodthﬁﬂ Vﬁﬁlfyj iilat I'
have not yet seen oné of my corhpe-
titors, who has either éal‘neds handled"
or strung his bow, with that masterls
air, whlch could créate in e the sixght-
est dread for the safety of' thIS oblect of
your pity.”

Sabina tried to believe thls yet when
the lots were cast, arid the" shootmg be-
gan she became anxious, and Watched
‘mth trepldation the ﬂlght of every
arrow, till she beheld it Todge in ‘the
= faroet, or f'all at the foot of the standarc‘i
Seeing “this"'So” often happen, she at
Iength began to feel cohifidence in the
Knrﬁht’s predlctlon, who was not, how-

%

ever, "qulte correct in the opinion he had
fofined of his competltors ; several 0ood
shots had been made ; and the wxzzmg
Oﬁniany a feathered foe, had caused the

H2
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poor | b‘;d  heart to flutter in unison with
_t,hat of the kind compassionater of his
afate

'. It had however escaped injury, when
the Knight’s turn came to try his skill.
As he prepared to obey the summons,
Sabina said reproachfully— And will
you really condescend to owe to the
torture of that poor little inoffensive
animal, the petty triumph of shewing
at its expence a superiority compara-
tively so insignificant.”

“ Ah! Madam!” said the Knight,
and after a moment’s pause he added,
I would instantly decline the contest
in obedience to your wishes, were I not
confident of fulfilling my promise; when
Isay fear not for the bird, since the name
of my love is written in the fairess cha-

¢ racters on the wings of every *dovea?
¢ Nor shall one feather of thlS ?J
JUled
Then qmttmrr the Marchloness, the

‘
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nght unslung his pollshed bow—ywith
graceful ease he strings its. stubbom
strength—he fixes the arrows head and
then with manly nerves he draws to his -
chest the well- tried strmfr, ; qu;ck frqm,’
his hand it parts, and in a moment,
&oth lmpatlent “eapon,” cuts the air,
fraught with glad,hberty to the tremblmo
eaptive. The cord which enchamed il
was alone cut!
Sabina clasped her hands with a look
of pleasure, when she saw the poor dove
expand its wings towards heaven, and
in airy circles of delight, hail recovered
freedom ! but this pleasuxe was of ‘short
duratlon, for she observed the Knight
take precipitately from his belt another
arrow, and aim it at the little vietim,
The scream which involuntarily escaped
her testified her disappointment, but
d not arrest the flight of this second .
ar‘ﬁw ere it had arrested that of the
dove, which fell at her feet—unhurt! ™
% H3
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- ’I‘hethght onits first reéﬁ"?

pers
gelvmg a ring at the end of the cord
S _encircled the birds leg, with ex-
Wterny had sent the last arrow
¥ through it to its head; the weight had,
as he intended it should, brought the
- little flutterer to the ground; by which
means he secured it. J] 1.0 ) ;
“ When he advanced and presented his
“peace-offering to Sabina, the  tear of
pity still crystallized her soft eyes as hé
said, “ Accept in its own living emblem
the symbol of innocence and constancy ?
whose image shall henceforth adorn my
shield, and be my device in war and
“peace, as emblematic of itsbearers cha-
‘Tacter,”

The whole party, alike astonished,
and charmed at the admirable skill,
evinced by the Knight in performing a
feat so infinitely mote difficuls than
hitting the bird, unanimously called
upon the judges of the game to award o

¥
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'hxm ﬁm highest prize, for having made
the best shot in this de;s\terous contest, -

When kneeling to the Marchioness 53*
to receive it, he sau},—-

At the toumament Madam, amb,l-
tion alone inspired me ‘with ardour to
bear off the prize—to-day I have been
animated by ‘a different motive. In the

“eager wish of excelling I have been ace -
tuated, not by the pride of shining as*
the most skilful, but of appearing the
most deserving a prize which is rendered
to me invaluable, by believing it is with
pleasure bestowed by you.” ~

As the dew drops of sensibility gem-
med. the glowing cheeks of the Mar
chioness, a smile of pleasure and appro-
bation graced her expressions.of admi-
ration, at the feeling and delicacy with

* which the Knight had vanquished her
little displeasure. ~ Her lovely face then
re-assuming all. its cheerful graces, she”
archly said—¢ I see,. Chevalier, you
& H4
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% a ‘method pécuﬁar to yomr'seli'“ @"
paymcr your court’ to'our sex. Yo,
-policy T believe, begin by offending
 that we may the niore sensxbly‘fee!
hlm» greatly ‘you “ean’ 6bhce by }our
a%onement i B g
"« And! you Madam,” replie’ﬁ the
Knight in"the same animated’ tone of
ﬁl%asure, “ by your enchanting candour
‘wotld disarin “of her power to wound
even malice herself,  Good Godldé
you believe any one ever premedrtatedl‘y
offended you ?” ‘ 6 458 agi; 03
« Indeed I but jested, T fully “acquit
you of ever harbouring such an’ ititen-
‘tion,” replied Sabina, and she extended
her hand with a concﬂxatmtr srmle, as
she added, ¢ assure yourself Chevalier,
that had it been really so, the respect you
have shewn this day to my woman’s
‘feelings, would have more than secured
yoq;‘ pardon—would have given you 2
clajm “to my esteem, even though the

; ¥
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Marquis de Brxscac:er had not before
bespoken it in your favor.” 4
¢ Pardon me,” Madam, returned thég-'
Knight, forbearing to take her offered®
hand, “ if I can never consider as grati~-
fying any sentiment built on the opinion
of another,” o~
"+ A: blush crossed his cheek as he
spoke, and bowing coldly he retlred
- What!a singular temper ! . tho@
Sabina, as she observed him join the
archers, who' were preparing to attend
the ladies back to Paris ; where the mas~
querade was again to call them togetheréf
in the evening.

-
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As the Queen had signified her wish

that her party should appear without

;’;s Sabina simply wore a close robe
of white satin, fastened below the bosBm:
with a diamond belt ; her luxuriant hair
was confined with a net 'of the same -
brilliant gems. \

The Malchloness s expectations of
pleasure were highly raised, and the con-.
descending kindness of the Queen, m
promising that she should not quit her
for a single moment, removed the only
drawback she had apprehended in this
evening’s entertainment; that of being
accosted, when alone perhaps, by some
impertinent mask.

&g
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Atsan early hour all the splendid
apartments of Versailles were again
thrown open; and soon afterwards filled,.
as by magic, with characters of all de-f
scriptions and of all nations. The no-
velty, variety, and beauty of the scene,
increasing every moment, made such
quick demands on the admiration of the
young Marchioness, that distractedbe-
tween so many different claimants, she
knew not where to fix, till a group of
dancing girls advanced towards her, led
by Pleasure, whose light and airy figure,
flowing hair, and elastic step, truly per-
sonified the goddess of heart-easing
mirth; nor were her gay companions less
able representatives of her attendants,
merry jest, youthful frolic, wanton sport,
and mountain-loving liberty.

They were slightly covered with the
finest, clearest muslin, thrown overclose
vests of satin, and made in the Circase
sian costume, which gave ease and gface

’ HO
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toithe motion of every limb, « Pleasure
mgwdlsmmuxshed by a crowmnrof flowers,
_silver «buskins, rand+a wanx.l ‘wreathed
g@th wild roses,. diw bkesravdhm
““-When alrwed WIthm afew ipaces of
- Sabina; she fellvback; and two of her
.companions .bearing between « thema
‘beautiful Indian basket of pierced ivory,
‘passed on, and laid it atthe bride’s feet.
‘The: group: then began  a ballet, (the
nymphs accompanying the music with
their tabors; castenets, and eymbols) with
an animationy which; while it expressed
the; hilarity, and happy gaiety of their
dispositiens, by nomeans detracted from
_the elegance and taste;: thh which: thev
‘executed it. bt 130 8
‘When it was finished, Pleaswe ap-
proached, and taking up the basket, pre-
sented it to'the Marchioness:;  who, on
raising’ the silver gauze: with ‘which it
was covered, perceived an artificial bird,

formied of various coloured jewels; which

»
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extending its wings, and swelling its *
little' throat, surprised and charmed her;
by warbling an air full of wild-melody;
and on ending his task;, lbegan-peck’mg__{
the fruit and flowers; with which' the *
basket was ﬁlled, as:if to reward himself
for his'song, ' il des il R

“ Alecept; noble lady,” said Pleasure,
¢ this little songster, who tired of wood=
lend freedom;: seeks the luxmy of ggour
protectxon $ 0% & iS4 '

© Sabina delighted as: she was: Wlth the
present, felt evident reluctance at the
idea of accepting it from . a stranger.
This induced Pleasure to unmask, and,
in doing so, discovered under this female
attire, Monsieur, the King’s brother... /3

-The Queen pleased with this gallantry

of ‘her son, added her commands to Ais
request, that the Marchioness would not
reject his oﬁ"enng, and she eomphed
with a sweetness all her own.

- The gratitude however, his atsenﬁon
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* “had'created, raised so lively an interest
in‘his faver, that she could scarcely for-
_ bear entreating him, to lay aside the per-
- verse taste, which led him so frequently
to disguise himself in a dress unworthy
of him; and she secretly condemned
“the Queen, for encouraging a folly, the
‘policy of which she was totally at a loss
to understand.*
+‘This group was suceeeded by a Min-
strel, dressed in a robe of green, gathered
at ‘the neck into. a narrow gorget of
diamonds, and fastened before with a
clasp of gold. His robe had long sleeves,
lit from the shoulder to the wrist,
and lined with white ;- his doublet
sleeves ‘were black, confined at the
wrists with bands of brilliants; and
from his belg;, which was set with jewels,

-, *La reine: 'sa mere aimoit a le voir habxllé en
ﬁ]le, et permettoit qu’il se montrat ainsi publlcment,
entouré de jeunes courtisans travestis comme lui,

St Szmon
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hutig the key of his harp. Amunm*"‘h
neck he wore a golden chain, to which
was attached an elegant badge: of his
order. His ruff was of ‘the finest lace ;
his hyacinthine locks curled brightlyover
his well-turned head ; and he carried his
harp with grace. e

The Minstrel made three lowly cour-"
tesies to the Queen’s party, to attract at-
tention ; which her Majesty observing,
humoured him by this address :

“ Say, gentle Minstrel, art thou come
to sing the deeds of our heroic Knights,
and dexterous archers; or seekest thou
“some fair one, more deserving the efforts.
of thy muse?” '

“ Lady,” he answered, “I tune not
my lyre to the rude notes of war. Some-
times I sing the return of spring, which
restores verdure to the trees—to themea-
dows the enamelof the flowers —andme-
lody of voice to the mcrhtmcrale Some-

2
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tﬁﬁ%s I celebrate the power of love'
and its pénetrating’inﬂuence embellishes
my song; for I am- a lover, and lovers
alone; while they charm ‘the ear, can
touch the heart.’ Sometimes I sing’of
Fancyand Desire, of the inconstaney and

"caprice of women, probing the leading
passions of their minds.”

«Give usa specimenof thine art, good
Minstrel, in'favor of the newestisabject;
Fancy and Desire i

The Minstrel bowed obedlence, tuned.
his harp, and in a" voice, rich' in sweet
tones, but evidently feigned, thus begans

=

<« Come hither shepherd’s swayne:.
« Sir what do you require ¥ ;

1.pray thee shewe to me thy name.
¢« My name.is FOND DESIRE. |

When wer't thou:born Desire ?
¢ In pomp and pryme of May

By whom, sweet boy, wer't thou begot@"
¢ By fond Conceit, men say.’
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“Tell me, who was thy nursed 1 op

. ¢ Fresh youth with sugred joy.".
What was thy meate and dayly food 14
<Sad sighes with great anuoy. :

*What had’st.thou then to drink? .
¢ Unsavoury loy:rs teares.’
What cradle wer t thounursed in?
< In hope devoyde of feares.’

, What lulled thee then to sleepe 2
¢ Sweete speech, which likes me Dest.’
Tell me thy dwelling placé’!
<In gentle heartes I rest.’

Do either tyme or age,
. Bringe him unto decaye ?
<No, no; Desire both lives and dies

Ten thousand times a daye.’
X8 ,
Then Fond Desire, farewelle,
Thou art no mate for niee;
1 should be lothe methinkes to dwelle

With such a one as thee.”

I suspect the Minstrel conceals the
lively Grammont, whispered the Queen,
and that he is willing to shew us by those

A



362 THE HUSBAND

fanciful lines of ' the Earl ‘of Oxford,
that if he has not learnt' more morality
in England, he has at least learnt that
poet’s language !

Here the Minstrel was - joined by a
Troubadour, and a Cupid attended by
* Mercy: this last charactér which was a
very interesting figure, was dressed with
elegant simplicity ; but Cupid was still
more excellent. ,

His mask was painted with admirable
skill. His sandals were studded with
« sapphires; his robe ‘ornamented with
flowers of the most beautiful colours,
‘rand perfumed with fragrant essences.
Wings of the softest feathers, extended
behind his back, and on his head he
wore a chaplet of myrtle. His bow and
arrows were unornamented. '

Most striking was his whole appear-
ance; and Sabina, from his height and
elegance, suspected him to be the Knight
of the Cavern.
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."'The Troubadour addressed the Min~
- strel 'with—¢ Well met gentle friend ;
I'have been seeking one of your order,
to give to my compositions the advan-
tages of voice and music; I prsy thee
go with me?” _
“ First,” repliedhe, ¢“let me pay my
grateful devotions to my inspirer: and
présent to him my humble petition, that
he will graciously take into consider-
ation a'lover’s anguish, and+ solve his
painful doubts.”  Then bending g grace=
fully to the God, he said:
i8¢ Tell me in pity,if Merey, who fol-v
lowsin thy train, will ever assist me with*
the object of my love? Alas! I bave as
yet felt only its thorns. Inform me, I
beseech thee, the source and progress of
* that tender passion? How it is lighted up
n the heart,- and by what means it can
there so slily insinuate itself ? ' In what
way it sets sleep at defiance, and wages
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war with the elemeﬂts burmnv iip
Water, and freezmu infire.

“Tell me, I'entreat thee, how itfcgiﬁ("
bind “without = chains, wound' without
scars ?* How also," happens ‘it; ‘that an
enemy considered so. cruel, should be so
Kindly fostered?” e e

“ Does not your Majesty;” asked Sa-
bina, takiﬁg‘advantage‘ ‘of a pause which
followed this' rhapsody. " ¢ Does 16t
your Majesty think ‘this lancruame‘ ex-
tremely bombastic M b

“ You must recollect,”’ rephed the
Queen, “by whom it'is spoken. Itis
perfectly in- character with 'that of the
minstrels and ' troubadours  of former
times: ' Had' you ‘ever read their pro-
ductions, you would have been enabled
to' enjoy, ‘as ‘I do, the humour of this
mask'; ‘'who, in ‘my opinion, supports
his part to admiration—~but attend, the
God of Love isabout to answerhim.

> Lea
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¢ Minstrel,” rephed Cupid, ¢ thoucrh '
thy questions savour of folly, as the soft
eyes, of Mercy plead for. thee, I will
endeavour by mine answers, to enlighten
thine understanding. - It is not impos-
sible, but that after having suffered thee
to languish long, thou may’st touch the
heart of thy fair one, provided thou re-
mamest constant in thy passion.”

The Minstrel here with affected rap- .
ture, snatching the robe of Cupid, and
sinking on one knee, pressed it to his
lips—while the God thus continued :—

¢ Attend now tothe source of love. It
arises from the heart, whese it is fostered
by the will, atter having been coneeived
by ithe imagination. = Its food is kepe,
and it encreases by the persecution of
nivals, as it springs from the tenderness of
desire, when delightful confidence is
joined with this tenderness, it is in its
perfect state.” .
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“ Alas)” exclaimed the Mingtrel
rising, and sighing ‘deeply, “ how far,
very far, am [, from''even the hopeuf
enjoying this perfect state.”

* What is the name of this " relentless
beauty,” asked the Queen, desirous' of
prolonging the scene for the amusement
of her party. ¢ Will not an invocation
to mercy, induce her to ‘obtain’ from the
‘God of Liove an arrow dipt in the balm
of pity, with which thou might’st pene-
trate the heart of thy cruel mistress?
Say Minstrel, who is thy fair one?

He answered in recitative.. .. ¥

¢ Among a _thousand ﬂewers, in a
spaeious garden; I have cheosen the
 fairest. Heaven made her to resemble
its own beauty, and her eyes are painted
with its celestial blue. The sweetness
of her countenance is heightened by
tenderness, the dignity of her charms by
humility —and with the Knight of the
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Cavern I can say—* Her name is written -
inthe fairest charactersion the wings of
every dove.”, But inimy song only dare I
make known my flame, and before I
can hope to kindle a reciprocal one in
her bosom, I must number thrice her
years —And yet I eould tell my fair
one.”.

His ﬁne voice swelling into a gay air, ~

“ That crabbed age and youth -
Cannot live together ;
Youth is full of pleasance,
Age is full of care, o
Youth like sumimner ﬂo'/
Age like winter bare] /
Youth is full of sport,:ﬁ el
Age’s breath isshort: o~
Youth is hot and bold, -
Age is weak and cold.

* Youth is nimble, Age is lame,
Youth is wild, and Age is tame.
Age 1 do abhor thee,
Youth I do adore thee,
O, my love, my love is young "=
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L Age, T do reniind thee,
' That youth will ever find thee,
Full of ache?; and cares, and gloom,
Let thy love, thy liwe be young.

The words of this song were repeated
with peculiar emphasis by the Minstrel,
and pointedly addressed to Sabina, who,
without exactly knowing why, felt her-,
 self much dlsconcerted »& i
. When he had concluded them, the
* Queen turning to the Marchioness said,

“ Do you know who is the author of
those words 2 A
On her replying ‘in the necratlve, her
: Mgesty added—¢ I thought.you, who
are so conversant with the English poets
m genelal, and with Shakespeare in par-
ticular, must have known this to be a
sonnet of that great bard’s. It is pub-
lished in his work, entitled, ¢ The Pas-
sionate Pilgrim,” which principally re-
" lates to the loves of Venus and Adonis.
‘The lines with which our mask has just
4
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amused us, are supposed to come from

the mouth of Venus 3 who is' weighing -

the comparative merits of the youthful
Adonis, and the aged Vulcan.”

While her Majesty was giving this
explanation to Sabina, the eyes of the
Minstrel were fixed on her with a pene=
trating earnestness, which covered her
withigenfusion, and she gladly turned to

aMentor, (who had approached them in

time to hear the latter lines of the song).
as he said,—

“ Do not allow this Minstrel’s fas-
cinating lay, to warp your.youthful judg-
ment, and lead you to confoundsgwith
sensual pleasure, the more refined en-
~ joyment of the tender passion.”

“ Cease thy calumny, cold reascner;”
returned the Minstrel, with well coun-
terfeited warmth, I would not warp
that heavenly mind, for the ¢ sea’s worth.’

Say, eaptivating deity!” turningto Love, -
* hast thou not seeén at thy altars, those,.

VOL. I. ¢ 1
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who to the vigour of youth have Jomed
the solidity of age.”
% Yes, Mmstre ” .replied Cupid, <]
- ean boé§t of having received at my
shrine, votaries, who, yet in the bloom
of youth, have known, as well as those
past the prime of manhood, how to re-
concile the sentiments of the %earz, with
those of the una’érstandz'ng. Such have
I, with inexpressible delight, united in
my bands; convinced that their homage
must ever be more refined, more zealous,
more worthy tlleﬁwspices of the God of
Love, than that, lighted up by the un-
. bridled passions of youth, or in the cold
basom ofage! Fear not me,” addressing
himself to Sabina, “ but guard against
the usdrper of my name, who, under *
the speciousness of  his appearance, con-
eeals his treachery.”
The, Marchioness 'had at first been
really ‘much amused ‘with the conver-
sation ; -but as it proceeded, she became
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inexpressibly confused and ‘hurt, at
finding themasks so pagticularly singling
her out to. point  their observations at,
She ‘was considering how she could ef-
fect her escape from the room, when to
her infinite .relief . the Minstrel inter-
rupted the discourse, by saying to the
Troubadour, I am now ready to be the
medium of thy poetical effusions to.its *
object, if thou wilt shew her to me.”
~ Then taking ‘his;arm, the .whole -‘gf‘oup \
passed on to the other apartments.

And now was exhibited a seene which
greatly surprised every one, and for
sometime appeared incomprehensible;to
the Queen. A person entered, wearin®
four masks, exact likenesses of four dife
ferent noblemen of the court, 6né - of
which represented the Count D’Evreus,
a-young -man of great merit; and every
way calculated to charm, where he

- wished to do so. i |

This  astonishing mask, concealed

12
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~under a long loose robe, the_machine
which enabled him to turn his faces at
pleasure. The singularity of the cha-
racter drew all eyes upon him, and ex-
cited general curiosity as to his aim, in
thus doubling the visages of Janus!
That some malice was intended, was in-
stantly suspected by the veterans of the

~ court; but on whom it might fall, created
very unpleasant sensations in the bosoms
of more than one present.*

Some gentlemen wishing to see how
this extraordinary mask would vary his
faces in a minuet, requested him to
dance ; on which he immediately led out
#lady, and greatly amused the spectators
by the dexterity and humour with which

.he presented her with a new partner at
every turn.

The minuet ended, he approached an

* This circumstance geally happcaed at ‘the
masquerade given by Louis XIV.
Vide St. Simon.
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amiable young woman, lately married,
who was suspected of having entertain-
ed an early partiality for the Count
D’Evreux; and presenting to herview /is
likeness, requested the honor of leading
her through a minuet.

The lady, aftera moment’s hesitation,
complied.

During the whole dance, the mask_"
contrived to turn the Count D’Evreux’s
face so apropos, that his partner mever
for a moment lost sight of it. On ob-
serving this, she became extremely agi-
‘tated ; and in the hope of shortening a
scene which rendered her an object of
general attention, she offered at the ﬁrgt
turn to give hands. Her persecutor ad-
vanced, raised his arms, withdrew them,
«and slowly retiring, began another turn:
At the second, she again flattered her-
self he would accept her repeated offer ;
but ‘to her mcreasmfr dismay, it was
answered by the same feint on his part,

13
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and his continuing with the same cruelty
to keep Count D’Evreux’s face, vis & vis
to hers. j5, ‘
~« The scene now became serious, adead
silence prevailed throughout the assem-
bly, and it was not till' the malicious
mask had made the unfortunate lady
suffer this martyrdom, during a period
Jong enough for dancing three minuets,
that he released her. The additional
agony she had suffered, from the appre-
- hension of her husband’s appearing,
while she was thus exposed to calumny,
was indescribable; and this misfortune
would undoubtedly have happened, had
-not a generous friend prevented him
from entering the room, by feigning
business of importance, on which he
wanted his advice. By these means
keeping him engaged in conversation,
till the tormentor had satiated his cruelty
: on the objeect of his revenge. ;
To the spleen of a disappeinted lover,
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was generally attributed: this inhuman
trick ; and the immediate departure of
the mask, after having performed his
part, seemed to confirm the conjecture.

Soon ‘after his disappearance, and be-
fore Sabina had recovered from the sur-

wprise into which she was thrown by this
strange scene, she was startled by a
Mercury, who with an agile bound, pos-
sessed himself of a seat next her, which
the Baroness had just quitted, in order
to take a turn round the room with an
old friend. He addressed her with the
declaration, that though till then invi-
sible, he had been hovering the whole
evening near her, in the design of pro-
tecting her from insult.

The Marchioness with much sweet-
ness thanked him for his good intentions,
but observed that his guardianship might
have been more beneficially exerted
towards the unfortunate lady, who had:
received one so gross.

14
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% T fulfil but my ‘commission” from
Jupiter, in selecting you as the object of
my peculiar care,” said the messenger
of Jove. ¢ .1t was by his ordination
also, that on a bright moon-light night,
I once, under the figure of a youthful |
Chevalier, rescued you from a nocturnal
danger.” =
% Good God!” exclaimed the dis-
mayed Marchioness, entirely thrown off
her guard by surprise.

“ Be not alarmed sweet lady,” re-
plied Mercury; and as he spoke remov-

- ing his mask, discovered the face of Sa-
pieha; who now gravely addressing her,
begged permission to explain the cause
of his not immediately returning to her
on that evening, and seeing her safely
homeas he had promised. ¢ On leaving
you in the saloon,” said he, ¢ I walked -
into the street, where I had not. taken

wmany steps, before I was seized by five
or six ruffians, who accused me to the

-
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patrole of having broken the peace; and
I was under the necessity of going with
them to a magistrate, to exculpate my-
self' from the charge—but have since
discovered they were the domestics of
the villain who insulted you. Many
hours elapsed before I could free myself
from this perplexing affair; and I was
more concerned than surprised, to-ﬁnd;
on my return home, that yox had left it.
¢« It was with equal pleasure and as-
tonishment I recognized after the tour-
nament, in the heroine of that brilliant
day, the lady for whose safety I could
not help feeling much anxiety. Yet I
should never have presumed to recal to
her memory the recollection of the night
on which 1 was fortunate enough to as-
sist her, but from an irresistible desire of
. explaining the cause of my not return-
- ing to fulfil my engagement.”
The Marchioness now ‘in her turn,
though greatly embarrassed at the neces.
LS.
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sity, ingenuously told him the object of
that expedition, adding. her assurance
that an acquaintance, which ‘had been
at ﬁrst formed on her part, under such
mausplcmus circumstances, should in
future be cultivated by her with plea-
sure. i
Sapieha warmly thanked her for the
condescending elucidation she had given
of that affair, and said, he was from the
first moment of seeing her, assured, that
"no improper motive could have led into
so unpleasant a situation, a lady, whose
countenance was the very emblem of
innocence; adding, that he had religi-
ously kept his vow to Camilla, of never
mentioning the adventure, even to his
cousins; thinking he had no right to
entrust to any one asecret, not his own,
and the nature of which, till that mo-
ment, he was ignorant.
« My good Sir,” said Sabina, charmed
" by thedelicacy of the youth’s behaviour,

L <]
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% you can now add but one obligation
more to those you have already conferred
upon me, which is, to dismiss the trans-
action entirely from your memory.
And now let me inquire, if the Che-
valiers, your cousins, are amongst the
company this evening »” :

Sapieha answered, ¢ That Coun
Olesko was, but that his brother, on their
return from the archery, had declared,
that he should not accompany them;
though, as he certainly in the morning
intended it, they were at a loss to guess
the reason of his change of plan.”

At this moment the approach of the
lady whose place he occupied, made
Sapieha rise to resign it to her, and
mingling in the crowd, he was imme-
diately lost to Sabina’s view.

The Baroness now acquainted her
with some particulars she had justleamnt,
respecting the lady who had that even-
ing been so cruelly treated. ‘

16
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.+ Withoutever having merited the slight-
est imputation on her character, she had -
certainly been, before her marriage,
greatly ‘attached to the Count D’Evreux,
an attachment which had at first been
sanctioned by her parénts; but, on re-
ceiving the offer of a more splendid
establishment, they had forced her into
- the arms of her present husband.
Sabina’s kind heart bled for her mis-
5 fortunes, and this first knowledge that
~ there were beings, capable of delighting
in inflicting misery on a fellow-creature,
mnstantly destroyed the magic “of the
scene, and made her obey, with satis-
faction, her Majesty’s signal forretiring.
Through the medium of the Baroness,
she conveyed, that evening, “to her
royal patrons, the desire of passing the ,
remaming time of her Lord’s absence
in the retirement of his chateau; that
 lady remarked with pleasure how highly
it was approved by them.

%
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*" The next day, therefore, she return-
ed, accompanied by her kind friend, to
that sweet seat, the transient view only
of which had created so much admira-
tion.

The afternoon was lovely, and the
Baroness having pleaded a wish of de- -
voting it to the examination of some
papers, she had brought withe her for
‘that purpose; the happy bride gladly
availed herself of the liberty this gave
her to taste some of the beauties Which
every part of the surrounding pleasugg,—
grounds afforded to her view. Letus
leave her awhile sporting amongst them,
and take a short review of the history of ' g
her guest, with whose character it is
necesséry to become better acquainted.
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CHAP. X,

Tz Baroness de Bonneville, who pos-
Sessed from Nature much sweetness of
. character, had, at an early period of
 life, been united to the Baron by her
- parents; and for many years enjoyed all
.Lappiness with him, which a simi-
larity of sentiments and affection, found-
ed on mutual esteem, could bestow.
For many years after their marriage, .
they had principally resided at court,
during which period she had become a
great favourite with the Queen, near
whose person she held a distinguished
Jpost; and after the departure of the
Countess de Montresér, had supplied
2
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the loss that Princess had expenenced
by this event.

Beloved by each other—favoured by .
their sovereigns,— possessing youth,
health, personal and mental attractions,
who would not have concluded the Baron
and his lady to have been perfectly
happy. Alas! it is the lot of man to
sigh for some object which is unattam-_;
able :—Such was the fate of this noble j
pair. They passionately wished for 1
children ; but this blessing was ‘denied
them ; and though endowed with every.
other human good, their hearts repis 2
unceasingly, that this one was withheld
from their eager wishes. *

Deeply as they both felt this subject :
of regret, it was at length swallowed up
by a still nearer misfortune. The Ba-
ron, during an engagement with the
enemies of his country, in which he had
greatly distinguished himself, received
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an incurable wound, which, though it
did not immediately deprive him of life,
rendered him, for the remainder of it, a
préy to the most excruciating tortures.
His lady, abandoning all considerations
but thoese of soothing his sufferings, re-
tired with him to his paternal seat,
which had been endeared to him by the
happiness #he had in his early days en-
| joyed there. In that noble retreat he
" had passed the first months of his union
with the sole object of his affections,
and it was'with that still-beloved being
he was desirous sof passing there those
“which remained to him.

Now did the Baroness exhibit her in-
exhaustible goodness of heart, in soften-
ing those pangs, .which were slowly,
but surely, conducting her lord to a
better world. The nature of his suffer-
ings often rendered strong opiates necés- -

vsary, the effect of which generally ter-
minated in long and und sleep. It
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was during these intervals of repose,
that the amiable Baroness’s mind took
a turn, which ever after gave a new co-
lour to her character.  Wholly absorbed
i1 the wish of alleviating the situation of
. a being so dear to her, she occuipied
every leisure moment in studying me-
dical treatises, and perusing the works
~on chymistry she found in the library
of the chateau. - Gradually the study
became interesting to her; and her ac-
quisitions in this species of knowledge
were rendered inestimable i her eyes,
in the course of a few months, by the
temporary success which attended some
of ‘her affectionate experiments in the
Baron’s case. Whether or not he de-
rived all the relief from them which she
flattered herself he did, is uncertain ;
perhaps the pleasure he observed the
belief gave her, induced him to conceal
her error, if it was z
couraged her t

lly one; but it en-
ersevere in the turn

@



186 THE HUSBAND

she had taken, and within a year after
her retirement, she became the Lady
Bountiful of the neighbouring hamlets;
and thus was the object of that pride
with which she had, in earlier days,
noted the admiration her personal at-
tractions excited, changed to one mnot
less gratifying in her maturer years—a
great confidence in her skill, and a be-
lief that, where kndwn, 1t was univer-
sally admitted and applauded.

The Baroness, soon after her mar-
riage, bestowed on her favourite attend-
ant a handsome portion, whose charms
had captivated the affections of a son of
Esculapius, residing near the chateau.
The issue of this union had been one
son, to whom the Baroness stood spon-
sor; and, on the sudden death of his
father, had charged herself with the ex-
pense of his education, and undertaken
to provide for his future fortune. She
had regularly received favourable ac-
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counts of his docility and improvement, ‘
from the seminary at which he had been
“placed ; and now learnt that he was of a
proper age to be removed from it. One
day, as she was busily engaged in her
favourite  study, an idea struck her,
which the longer she considered, became
more and more ehglble in her opinion.
Tt was to send for her young protegé,
Dupuis, and undertake to initiate him
herself, in the first rudiments of chy-
mistry ; and if she found in him any ge-
nius for that scienceyshe resolved to give
it every advantage, as a preliminary step
to the scheme she afterwards meant to
adopt for him.  This plan was no sdoner
digested, than the youth was summoned :
to his patroness, and began his pupilage
-under her direction.

He was amiable, well informed, and
for his age, endowed with an uncom-
mon share of penetration ; his mother
had early impressed him with the neces-
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sity of yielding to every wish of the Ba-
roness, and scrupulously concealing each
thought and feeling which ‘might mili-
tate against her pleasure. Acting upon
this principle from his childhood, it be-
came habitual to him ere his establish-
ment in the chateau ; and during his re-
sidence there, his patroness’s goodness
strengthened the ardent desire he before
felt of testifying, by his obedience, the
boundless gratitude with which she had
inspired him. This sentiment, however
powerful, did not blind him to the weak
parts of that lady’s character, it only
furnished him with an amiable motive
for flattering it; convinced that by so
‘doing, he injured no one human being,
but on the contrary, promoted the inno-
cent amusement of his benefactress. He
encouraged a pursuit which had long
been her sole recreation, and spared not
his expressions of surprise at the asto-
nishing progress she had already made,
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unassisted, but by her own abilities.
She, on her part, found him of infinite
use in some of the experiments with
which she at times amused herself; and
discovered an aptitude in him, which
made her sanguine in the expectation,
that he would one day do honor to her
lessons.

He had been hearly two years a resi-
dent at the chateau, when a stop was
put to their further progress, by the ra-
pid decline of the Baron ; who had now
become so ill that his lady never quitted
his apartment. In less than a month
from this period he expired in her arms,
and left her so wholly absorbed by grief
and regret, that she abandoned herself
entirely to the indulgence of them.
With' the life of her lord, she lost the
spur, which had hitherto animated her
in the pursuit of what she hoped might
be beneficial to that dear object of her
cares; and now that he ne longer ex-
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4\.

1sted she shrunk from the occupatlea

with disgust.
»

As soon, however, as the first tran-
sports of her grief subsided, ever kind
and considerate, she sent Dupuis to
Paris, that he might there derive all the
advantages which the best masters could
give him. The youth followed with
ardour the plan his benefactress had
marked out for him ; and never omitted
giving her minute accounts of the pro-
gress he made during the three first
years -of her widowhood, which she
passed -at the chateau. - As the leni-
ent hand. of Time gently healed her
wounded bosom, and almost impercep-
tibly stole away the agonizing pangs
which had -wrung it, she began, though
unconsciously, onee more to take an
interest in what remained to her; and
at length felt that the epistolary com-
munications of Dupuis broke agreeably
on the dull uniformity of her life, by



AND THE LOVER, 101"

furnishing -her ‘with 'matter to engage
and divert her thoughts from the gloomy
subjects: on which she had so long
dwelt.

As he never failed to detail the par-
ticular courses of this studies, and de-
scribe minutely the new experiments
which engaged him, ‘the Baroness’s at-
tention was, by the perusal of these
descriptions, - drawn back ‘to !the bias
from which it had been so cruelly di-
verted ;-and by degrees it once more re-
gained all the empire over her, which it

had lost.

This change had not long’ taken place
in his patroness, when a letter she re-
ceived from Dupuis, determined her
on: quitting, for awhile, the retirement
in which she had partly resolved to pass
..the‘ remainder of her life, and once more
Visiting Paris—that seat of her Juvenile
galety and splendour !  Her protegé in-
formed her that the young King was

*
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" about to found an establishment, where

publi€ lectures were to be given on bo-
tany, anatomy, and chymistry. His wish

~ was to obtain, through her interest, the

appointment of lecturer on the latter sci-
ence; for which situation heflattered him-
self he should shortly be fully qualified.
The Baroness, who was greatly pleased
at the prospect of obtaining a situation
so eligible for him, and one so exdctly
coinciding with the hopes she had en-
tertained for his advancement, resolved
to try if, by her presence, she could re-
vive that regard which the Queen had
formerly so unequivocally testified for
her; and, through her interest, secure
the appointment *for Dupuis. With
these views she awived at court; and
there met with a reception so graéioﬁs,
as equally cherished her hopes, and flat.
tered her pride. The Queen listened
~ with interest to the little details she ex-
acted from her, of what had passed
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during her absence; and expreséed such
unaffected pleasure at seeing,her once-
more grace her circle, that the Baroness
~consented without reluctance to passat
least some months in the metropolis. =~
Here she found Dupuis, not only
greatly improved in person and ‘demea-
nor, but fully capable of becoming, in _
his turn, instructor to her, whose willing
and admiring pupil he had orxgmally
been i—yet he still preserved ‘so much
respectiul diflidence, in the display hé
made to the Baroness, of his acquires
ments, that he answered her most san<
guine expectations, without wounding .
her self-love. . This young man, pleased
at again seeing hjs benefactress take an
interest in his pursmts, spared no means
within his power, to revive im its full
force the ‘ardour with which she had
once engaged in it, and ere long suc-
ceeded to his wishes. - She determined,
under his inspection, to fit up a labora-
Wi, I. K
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‘tory where she might pass uninterrypt-
‘edly her leisure hours in a study, which
she felt would now form her greatest
‘amusement ; and they were in daily con-
sultation on the subject, whenone morn-
ing, as she was paying her accustomed
‘respects to the Queen, that Princess,
, after briefly relating to her the little his-
tory of Sabina, and recalling ‘her -early
aequaintance with her mother, commu-.
nicated to her the projected alliance be-
‘tween this interesting girl, and the Mar-
quis de Briscacier, the preliminaries of
which were already arranged. She con-
«cluded this recital by informing the Ba-
‘roness, that she ‘had fixed -on #er, as the
friend to whose ‘care she wished to in-
#rust Sabina, till shewas cons;gned to
‘the arms of her future husband. -~ That
‘lady accepted with pleasurean office by
‘which-she could evince her duty to the
‘Queen:; and resolved to postpone her
<own plans for 'the present, and give up
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her  time entirely toher enteresting
. charge, till ‘after the conclusion of the
marriage ;- when she should be left 3
the undisturbed pursuit of them. " The
“abrupt departure of the bridegroom had
broken in a little, on these intentions;
as she could not refuse his earnest solici
tations, to be the guest of the Marchio-
ness till his return. $he however con=
soled herself with the thought, that ia
the retirement of the chateau, she micht
find sufficient leisure to consult with'
Dupuis, and give him the necessary di-*
rections, to have every thing completed
by the period of her retutn to her hotel.”
Inthe meantime, she resolvedon devoting
some hours of each day to the study of
a new work on chymistry, which he had’
lately putinto her hand, with the view '
of better qualifying her to enjoy with'
him the experiments’ they purposed
making, as soon as the apparatus she had
ordered should be completed.
K 2
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‘It was for the purpose of revising her
" notes-on this treatise, that she had de- .
elined accompanying -Sabina - incher
evening -ramble, and she “was intently
engaged in this occupation; when: her’
delighted hostess entered the apartment;
who had passed the time of her absencey
-in wandering through the shrubberies—
examining the flowers—inhaling. their
fragrant odours—enchanted—enraptured
ith delights so new to her! . . .
¢« Ahl my dear madam,” said she,
¢ in-what an Eden-am I placed !—never
“till I visited this spot, did 1. feel im its"
Aull force, all-the glowing chgrms of na-
«ture, in their endless variety | But I see
I interrupt you—pursue your employ-
“ment, and 1 will take one. more peep: at
:the sun from the terrace, before its disk
has quite sunk below the horizon.””, Aud
away she tripped, waiting not the reply
of the sm_ilihg Baroness ; but continued
" her course till she reached the borders
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of the Seine. * The red glow of the de-
« parting Juminary of ' day still touched its
waters;, andlingered in the “west—it§
parting gleams appeared reluctantly ex=
" piring==and ‘the melancholy purple of
evening slowly stole over the landscape.
She ascended the steps of a pavilion
which stood at one extremity of the ter-
race, and thence watched the moon as
it rose from behind awood which skirted
the grounds ‘on the' other side the cha=
teau. lts'shadowy light gradually oyer-
spreading the scene; revived, in softer
~tints, the beauties surrounding the emi-'
nence on, which she stood; and its
beams danced on - the waters, as they
majestically rolled 'past her, in ﬂp—
pling murmurs. Hang
8o enamoured: was the “‘Marchioness®
with the charming scene, that she quit-
ted it with regret; and;‘on her return,
expressed in animated language, ‘to the
Baroness, alk the pleasure it hafl afforded
K3
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‘her; gently insinuating her surprise that
that lady ‘should prefer her studies, to
participating ‘in the sweet pleasures she
‘had'derived from her ramble:

The Baroness heaving a ‘deep sigh,
thus replied, “At your age, my love, and
on just emerging from the seclusion of
my convent, I was not aless enthusiastic
admirer than yourself, of all that was new
to,me, and lovely in nature; but the
tumultuous passions, the quick sensa-
tions which once agitated my bosom
havesubsided. Time, and severe afflic-
tions have subdued them: such scenes
as charm you, not unfrequently recal
powerfully to my memory those images of
my past happiness—now, alas ! for ‘ever
fled—and tear open anew wourlds scarce-
ly yet closed. ' Believe me, Sabina,”
continued the Baroness,solemnly, ¢ per-
manent enjoyment is not the lot of man,
n this vale of tears, yet is it greatly in his
power toavoid much unavailing regret
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By directing his mind- to seme occupa--
tion, which will divert it from. dwelling
on, and co-nssantlyf reeurring to irremg-
diable evils: Let meengrave this maxim
on, your memery ; you will doubly re-
spect it when you reflect, that it was
nmpressed there by one, whose tutor has
been sad experience! It is acting on
this principle, that I pursue a study,
which for the time, abstracts me from
even the consciousness-of my misfor-
tunes; and - by downg this-innocently, I
teel I am as much performing my duty
as following iny inclination. ., And now
that 1 haye honestly opened my heart to |
you. on this: Subject,, I will tell you,.
that it affords me much gratificatiop, to
observe, inchow high a degree you pos--
sess that taste, which will enable you to
pass the hougs delightfully, whieh it is-
my intention, occasionally to steal from
your society.. Suffer me, then, when-
ever I retire to the study adjoining the -
K 4"
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hbxary, wh1the1 I shall order) my books
and papers to be carried to remain there
unlnteuupted I shall return to, you
w1th double pleasure, after these 1ndul_‘
gencies.” ;
“ My dearest madam,” said the Mar-
chioness, taking, and affectionately kiss-
ing the hand of the Baloness, “ how kind
you are to treat me thus ng enuously s
be assured, your every wish shall be most.
Sf'mpulouﬂly observed.” =
¢ I thank you my chil 1,” returned the
Baroness, the temporary sadness  of
" whose countenance had given place to
the usually benign serenity which adorn-
ed it, “ I thank you my child—and as
we now perfectly understand eagh other,
-and have with mutual satisfaction settled
our future plans ; I will tell you, that
to-morfow, I promise mygglfl the enjoy-
ment of a pleasure, for which I expect
to be wholly indebted to yourself.” .
* Then, I shall indeed more than par~

~

-
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“Idid; on the steps which lead to
it, I stood some tlme, and it was my WlSh
to enter it, but the door was locked.”

-« Well,” replied her friend, * to- ‘mor--
row you shall be gratified by a viewsof
the interior, till When you must suspend_
your curxosn:y
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CHAP, XI.

BrEARFAST was scarcely over on the
following. day, when: the Marchioness;
reminded her guest of the promised:
Pleasure, and in a few minutes they
were on their way to the pavilion. - The-
apﬁroach to it, now that itwas illumined:
by all the splendour of a meridian sun,:
revealed new beauties to the enraptured
mistress of -this enchanting spot.  The
Baroness, to avoid its too scorching rays,.
conducted her through that part of the:
wood which sheltered the building on
one side. The air was refreshed by ri-
vulets which the hand of taste had cons
ducted thither, to wander amidst its
‘3reen recesses :~—their gentle murmurs’
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soothing the mind to the most velup-
tuous repose;

As they emerged from ﬂ)ese delicious
shades, the pavilionstood fully disclosed.
It was” an' octagon -building of white
stone, supported on pillars of Parian -
marble, which formed a colonade round
the exterior of the edifice ; and was de- -
corated with the choicest plants, in vases
of exquisite workmanship. The dome
of this temple of taste, was.supported
in the interior by columns of similar
materials ; ‘between each of which were
windows and niches, the latter, alter--
nately ornamented with’ Venetian mir- -
rors, and paintings by the first masters.

The Marchioness's eye following that -
of her conductress; discovered in the
first niche a beautiful representation of
“The Zephyr’s shedding the morning.
dew.”  That which adorned the second, "
was Aurora in her chariot, with Cupid
strewing flowers before her.”” The-third, .

K6
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which claimed” their attentio ¥, wasi'the
“BirthefLove;? which the Marchioness"
lingeredin « the contemplation: of; for. |
sofhie time after the Baroness had passed.
on to the fourth. Perhaps a confused
presentiment of the -emotion that fourth,
would occasion, made her dread inter-:
rupting the sweet repose which filled
her bosom. ' The Baroness, however; did.
not ‘long ‘allow her to enjoy this calms
hastily calling her, she said, ¢ Tell me;
my love, what is your opinion of this
pafntinﬁg e - 3

8abina cast her eyes on it—it was a
Sibyl kneeling at the feet of Apollo!—she
started, “Ah!”" said the Baroness, I per-
ceive I am right, the resemblance strikes
you also?* : g "
- /Sabina’s ingenuous countenance dié
indeed undergo a change too remarkable
taescapenotice. The Sibyl, onwhomher
eyes were instantly rivetted; conjured up
recollections so painful; as to banish the

et
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pleasure wh ch before animated it.- < The
Satal sisters ave e’en now employed. in
. weaving the dark web of thy . destiny;)s
again rang.in. her ears—and the ;humi-
~ liating adventure she experiencedtoncher; -
return, with regret.at-the promise shei
had given; of still concealing the impru=:
dence from the ‘kind-hearted Baroness,
passing repidly through her. mind; were. «
reflected:-on that. mirror which -unton-
sciously displayed its.every emotion. ;¢ ¢
= Her friend, however, wholly unsuspi~
cious of the truth, recalled her presen&;e;
of mind, and directed her attention fromy;
the.Suppliant to the Divinity, by sayingy
¢ As you-appear to have conceived. so;
great an antipathy.for the Kuight of the.
Cavern, that even his resemblance is.
offensiveto you,J am sorry I have point-;
ed/out that, which might not otherwise-
have struck you, Do you-think you:
should yourself have remarked it ?”. .
4% Before [ answer that question, my

b o
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dear madam,” replied Sab na, endeéa-:
vouring to shake off her uneasiness, “T:
must request you will amend your ex-

pression. 1 certainly feel no: antipathy-
towards. the Knight, nor'am I aware I

have ever given you reason to imagine -
it. I’ think his.temper extremely ca--
P’ici/g;us,‘ several instances of which I
have myself experienced. © Surely then, .
it was natural in me to remark this, when
you asked my opinion of him;" but-
I'hope my manner of doing so, was not”
sufficiently severe to justify. your sus-"
pecting me of harbouring such a senti--
ment against one, who has conferred so |
great an obligation on the Marquis, and -
consequently, on myself.” :

“ Well, well,” said the Baroness, smil-
ing at her young fiiend’s earnestness, -
“we will suppose’ the amendmén&yaua
require: mow, pray give me your opi- -
nion of Apollo »”’

¢ I fear you will listen to my critique -
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39-COMING frﬁ@ prejudiced person, yet

I'will venture fo be honest. The fea-
tures, undoubtedly resemble those of the
Knight, but. the expression is infinitely:
more pleasing ; forthe painter has, with:
admirable art, diffused an almost divine
complacency over the face of the god,::
which I doubt, if even.your ladyship.
will contend,. is the characteristic of the
Chevalier’s.”

¢ That arch look and tone,” returned
the Baroness, laughing, shall not de-
ter me from supporting the cause of my
favourite, whom, I half suspect, owes *
some part of the uncommon interest -
with which. he has inspired me, to the :
very caprices, with which you charge:
him.”

¢ Had any one but your ladyship told
me, that ill-humour was a passport to
your regard, I should have treated it as
a libel.”

“ And, geiierally speaking,” replied
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the: Baroness, more seri(;us}y,-% “"yo’u;-
would have ‘been right, ‘my lov&, in
so»dmng, butwhen, as in' the present: '
instance, I believe it to originate in a
too keen sensibility, I confess it rather:
disposes me to ' commiseration than
aﬁger.”' : 7
. *“ But do'you imagine this to be the
source from whence springs the restless ;
impatience of the Knight ?”.

“Jdo :andon combining the several
corroborative circumstances, which have

" fallen under my observation, I feel per-

suaded 'that he is smarting under. the
effects of some tender disappointment.”
¢ May I ‘ask to what circumstances
your ladyship.alludes?” ; ‘
“ Undoubtedly ; ‘and T will w1111ngly
tell you, not only i in the hope of making
you-a convert to. my opinion, but in’

« windicution: of that! opinion.—That veil

which covered the features of the por-
trait he ‘bore on his shield at the tour-



nament, I belicve ito have been a reinan=
ti (;e’iegpedjem; to: hide fromi-vulgar eyesy
the face: of some. lovely woman: of his «
own, country to whom he is attackfe:;@*
and theair of unhappiness, which clouds
his fine face, proceeds; I fear, either from
some disappointment connected with
her, .or sorrow 1at, his separation from a
being, who, probably. equally:mourns his:
absence; and like himself, cherishes
some - sentimental . symbol. of her lover:
though,itis possible. she bears; with
more patience - her share of this misfor-
tune. . You willgenerally find, my love,
that our sex endures the evils: of  this
sad, world,. with far more resignation:
than mighty man'  This 1 attriblute to
educ"xtidn, mot nature. . From our cra-:
dles; we, are taught the lesson.of sub—,
'm&ssmnf, whgle the lovds of the: crea=.
tion, are. so early dmpressedowith high
ideas, of s their own . consequence; «that:
they end: by thinking themselves i~
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treated, on finding they cé;nnot as. easily
command fate, as they have been agcus-
tomed to_do their mothers, sisters; and
wives | ' |
« My dear madam,’’ said the Marchio-
ness, ¢ if your conjecture respecting the-
noble stranger be true, as I now believe
it is, how. hasty and uncharitable haye I
been in the disadyantageous 0pinioh I
formed of those inequalities of temper,
which have made him appear in a less:
amiable light than the: Count his. bro--
ther.” e
¢« The Count,” replied: the Baloness,
¢ is.indisputably a very estimable young
man ; but I agree with the Marquis in
the opinion, that he must ever lose on
a comparison. with the Chevalier, who-
I hope will find means to remove your
little prejudices in his disfavor, before
the return of your lord. But 1 have not
yet shewn you all the gallantries of your
excellent husband, who let me into the-
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secrets ¢f 4 te nple dedicated to the idol
of his affections.”

She then discovered to Sabina, that
the paintings and mirrors, formed doors
to recessess, some of which were stored
with the most elegant and admired
authors, in each language, of which he
knew her to be mistress. In others,
were disposed pencils, colours, pallets,
and all the necessary apparatus for draw-.
ing; and the last, contained a choice
collection of music. A harp, with seve-
ral other favorite instruments were taste-
fully arranged in this enchanting pavi-
lion; where nothing had been omitted
which could render it the chosen retreat
of refinement, delicacy, and sentiment.

* The Marchioness’s heart overflowed
with gratitude, at attentions. so un-
expected, yet so perfectly conformable
with her ideas of a lover’s solicitude to
charm the object of his passion. Tears.

:
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started into her eyes, and for a few mo-'
ments she was incapable of speech

. The Baroness, observing how deeply
her sensibility was aﬂ’ected and Wlshmg
to give a new tumn to her feelings, re-
quested her to try the harp, which stood
invitingly before her:—She complied.

Its fine tones, lengthened and increas-
ed by the echoes of the lofty dome, pro-’
duced an effect at once novel and en-
chanting. ~ She played over and over
again some of her favorite airs, accom-
panying them with her sweet and 'c]ear

_voice; and repeated in every pause,
“ This building is so admirably adapted
for music, that it shall in future be my
temple of harmony.”

And she kept her word, for in no
other place could she aftelwalds fancy
it so completely enjoyed.

- The pavilion became at every futme
visit more and more delightful to her;
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- and while the Baroness passed at least
half her days in her study, the Marchio-
mess felt at full liberty, to pursue her
amusements, in her favorite retreat.

- Thus, tranquilly and delightfully, szole
away the first week of their abode at
the chateau ; during which period, the:
Baroness, more than once, remarked that
she wondered the foreign Chevaliers had
not availed themselves of her pressing
mv1tatxon to visit them, in  their retire-
ment.

One morning as she had ]ust repeated

this observation, and added, « ButI sup-
pose they are more agreeably engaged ;
the gaieties of Paris are better adapted to
amuse at their age, than the society of
‘two hermits like ourselves,”” she was
Ainterrupted by a. servant’s announcing
the Count Olesko, and the Chevaher
‘Sapleha

* They were received with ipleasure by

5
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the lovely hostess and hel@ friend ; who,
after the first comphments were over,
inquired why the Knight of the Cavern
had not accompanied them, adding, ¢ I
imagined he possessed more gallantry
than thus to slight persons, who are so
désirous of cultivating his acquaint-
ance.”

< Alas, madam !”’ replied the Count,
« indisposition alone, could so long have
withheld my brother, from paying his
devoirs where they are so justly: due. .

“ He has been confined to his chamber
ever since he had the honor of ;akma
leave of you. The exertions of the
tournament, 1 believe, irritated his
wound, and the subsequent entertain-
ments diverting him from giving it the
timely attention it required, it has open-
ed anew, and occasmns him considerable
uneasiness. I have been obhcred to use
all the influence I possess over lym, to

g
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induce his suhmtttmo to the confine-
ment, which his surgeon assured me,
was necessary to his cure.’

As the Marchioness listened to this
intelligence; her benevolent heart smote
her, for the severity with which she had
judged his little foibles; and eager to
repair an error the moment she suspect-
ed it to be one, with earnestness, ex-
pressed the interest she took in his re-
covery ; charging the Count with many
friendly messages to him indicative of
the pleasure she should derive, from
being personally assured ‘of his perfect
Testoration.

“ Pray tell me Count,” said the Ba-
Toness, after a few minutes consideration,
“has your brother’s ‘indisposition been
attended by considerable srritability of
nerves, and restless-nights ?” j

“ Indeed,” replied Olesko, * he has
suffered greatly from the distressing
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' symptoms you mertion, jr
“entirely shaken themoff.”? ~ =%

“If that bethe case,” returned’ the

‘Baroness, “1 shall charge you with some

drops of admirable eﬂicacy in’ such®dis:
orders ; ten of which T must request he
will not fail te take every two hours:
The discovery of their extraordinary vir-
tues, is entirely my own, and T have often
witnessed ' the ‘most benéficial results,
from a perseverance in administering

them. You must remember, my love,”

continued she, turning to the Marchio-
ness, “ the first'evening you passed with
me, I administered to you some ‘of this

‘elixir ¢ | had remarked how much your

nerves wanted _composing, and T was
still more conﬁrmgd in my opinion of the
excellence of this' medicine, when 1 met
you, on the foliowmv niorning perfect]y
tranqml dndigerengiy ULl

. 'The Marchloness ‘gave her snmlmtr
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“assent to the Baroness ; to whom Count

Olesko expressed the high sense he en--

tertained, of her goodness, in taking so
lively an interest in his brother’s health ;

3ND THE LOVER." 217

when the lady retired, to write the pro-

per. dxrectlons to be followed by the pa-
tient. ;

« Itisbut just,” said Sapieha, looking
archly at the Marchioness, ‘ that the

Baroness’s skill should be exerted in

healing those wounds, her fair friend so
mercilessly inflicts 1

His continuation of this speech, was
checked by a look from the Count,
which reproved its flippancy. Sabina,
¢ however, who remembered: with gratl-
tude the respectful deference which
marked his conduct towards her, in a

situation that by man y would have been

thought to sanction improper familiarity,
with much drollery said, addressing the
. Count, I have heard that the very air

of Paris is apt to inspire in your sex to--

VOL, I. L
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words mme, ;e polztesses, '
d'un’ péd‘%‘épolzssonerze, anc Ipé!‘éelve

it has already began to operate on the
character of your cousin; ¥ doubt not
we shall soon admire in him also, cos
manieres aisée, whlch usually accompany
them.”

Sapleha bowed with an air of gravity
which left it doubtful, whether he fele
reproved by the Marchioness’s observa- -
tion, orhad really assumed so much of
the Frenchman, as to receive as a com-
pliment, whatever could possibly bear

_ suchan jnterpretation. &

Here the Baroness, entering with her
elixir, gave a turn to the conversa‘hon, :
and the gentlemen soon after took their
leave, promising very shortly to repeat

 their visit. b

<yin afew days @;ﬂ:ér, the Baroness re-
ceived very favorable accounts, both of
the docility and amendment of the in-
valid; who, Count Olesko informedher.

*

F?j’l's



was somwhrestored as to. pmpose ac-

companymg them the followmg mormng"'

to the chateau, He did so; and was

greeted by both the ladies with a satis-
faction so animated, as rekindled in his
fine face, a portion of that fire, which, on

his first entrance, languor appeared near-

ly to have extinguished. ¥
ik My good Chevalier,”? said the Ba— '
roness, extending to him her hand, “ I

need not inquire if you have obeyed my

injunctions, I see the benefit you have

derived ﬁ-om following them. I think

-

I have reason to rejoice in that fortunate -

visitwfthe Count to us, by which means

I became acquainted with' your md;spo-

sition ; but 'for this lucky event, you

would still have wanted that consolmg‘ |

elixir, to which he Infonns me,’ you

principally attnbute “your convales-'

cence.”

5 it ‘has pmved 80 consohna to me,”
L2
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rephed the Knight, < that I K);we named
it the Elizir of Hope.” | ,

« % lam greatly pleased with- the 1dea,
rejoined the Baroness, ¢ it is exactly ex-
. pressive of the effect I have seen it pro-

duce. By tranquillizing the spirits, and

soothing bodily irtitation, it prepares the
mind to receive and cherish the cheer-
ing influence, which the belief of per-
'fect recovery imparts.” ¢
During this conversation, the Mar—
chioness was engaged in observing the
alteration which had taken place in the
- countenance of the Chevalier:—she con-
templated it with interest, as shemen-
 tallyrepeated, “ The Baroness is right; he
is certainly smarting under some tender
disappointment, which his heart deeply
feels.” I have been as unfeeling as in-
considerate in attributing to unamiable-
ness of temper, those starts of acute sen-
sibility, which have resulted from a too
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quick senéé%&of his bt et de. s i
little ‘induigence have I shewn one, to
whose valour T owe the life of my; hus~
band. But I'will in future evince that
Iam capable of estimating- the .obliga-
tion, by atoning for the want of sym-
pathy, he has hitherto experienced from
me.”

As ‘these thoughts passed rapidly
through the mind of the Marchioness,
her soft eyes, beaming with  pity, were '
fixed on the object who occupied them;
while his attention was given to the Ba-
roness ; and she felt affected almost to
tears, at the chanfre Whlch so short a
time had wrought in him, when her at-
tention was happily drawn to a gayer
subject in the lively Sapicha, who, with
abrupt earnestness, entreated that she
-would allow him to exercise his idle
pencil, in delineating some of the en-
chanting paysages which the grounds
surrouniding the chateau-furnished. '+

L3
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"1 % Most. willingly,” rep_neﬁ the Mar-
“chioness, ¢ they are indeed ¢énchanting,
and had my abilities, equalled my admi-
xanon of them, I assure you they would
not have remained so long unattempted
by me.’ ;
< Although landscapes are not the
“style in which the Marchioness most
-excels,” said the Baroness,  she speaks
too modestly of the powers she pos-
' sesses, in mimicing even inanimate na-
ture.”
“ What then is her favorite style ”
asked Sapieha eagerly,
- ¢ Figures,” replied the Baroness, “and
if 1 dared, I would presently shew you
a very interesting group, which she has,
without assistance, since her residence
here, designed and. executed, 7 think,
most charmingly.”
- The Chevaliers all entreated to be al-
dowed a sight of it? ln vain did the
blushing Sabina beg to be excused, she
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‘was soon o%x‘ru]ed and the' Baroness
prontised thetn that in the afternoon, they
should be indulged both with a view of |
the drawing in question; and the Tem-
ple of Harmony, in Whlch it had been
executed. i

“ But what news bring you from
Paris ?” added she. ._g’

« What T am_certain you will be very
sorry to hear,” veplied the Count, ¢ the
unfortunate issue of a duel between the -
Marquis de Sevigne, and the Chevaher .
D’Albret, “in which  the former Hvas
killed. The intelligence reached Paris
last evening; and 1 am told, threw &
gloom over the whole court, which apt
peared greatly to sympathize in the dis-
tregs, of that admired, and highly acconi-
plished woman, \/iadame laMarquise.”

« }How vain, and inadequite’ ave’ hui-
man institutions,” ‘observed the" ‘Baro-
ness, “to check the mad passions Bf
raan | Thear with infinite regret that te

L4 \
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Y[arquxs, in defiance of our laws, has.
sacrificed that life, which wad due to his
country, I pity.Madame la Marquise
most sincerely for his loss ; but still more,
that this misfortune cannot be alleviated
by the reflection, that he gloriously fell
in his monarch’s service. My young
ﬁiends,” continued she, “ avoid follow-
ing so permcxous an example ; and re-
member you have no right to sacrifice to
private pique, those lives, to which your
country have so just a claim.” :
- “ Ah madame !” exclaimed Sapieha,
“ while listening to the persuasive elo-
quence of your tongue, who ceuld re-
fuse promising to pursue its dictates !
In future, whenever I am doubtful of
myself, I shall inveke your goodness, to
cover me with your powerful Agis.”
This sally of Sapieha’s made the Mar-
chioness cast an expressive glance at
Count Olesko, who, perfectly compre-
hending its meaning, forbore to com-
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fitent on his cousin’s Parisian lmprovg-
ments, but by a- gdod—humo’ured srmle

In the afternoon, the Baroness ats’
tended by her somewhat reluctant fiiend,
conducted their impatient visitors to the .
pavilion.  Nothing could® exceed the
animated rapture, with which Sapieha’s »
eyes devoured its-various -beatties ; an(?l“
so completely-was he huiried away, by
the pleasure they imparted to him, that
he forgot, for a time, the purpose for :
which he had 'walked thither. .

In the meanwhile, the Baroness pomt- :
ing to the painting of Apollo, asked the
Count Olesko, whom it resembled ?

The Knight of the Cavern was stanc’- ;
ing at that wmdow which commanded
the Seine, and appeared to be penswe‘y
contemplating its-waters, now slowly,

‘and almost imperceptibly stealing be- :
tween its enamelled banks. P

The Marchioness was at the oppo--

site extxemxtv of the building, from'.
LS.
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;rhéuce, with a critieal scrutiny, she al-
~ ternately regarded the figure of the God,
~and his supposed likeness. - As her eyes
- dwelt for a minute on' thie face: of the
Iatter, she thought its expression not less
benign, than that of the divinity, and
she secretly resolved, never again to be
s0 hasty in forming her judgment; since,
in this instance, she was convinced, pre-
judice had rendered it erroncous. * . @
““You do not tell me,” repeated the
Baroness, ¢ if you know any one, of
whom this picture reminds you ? the
Marchioness was instantly, and foreibly
struck with the likeness; eannot you
see it, Count }”
“ Yes,” replied Olesko, it is my
brother.”
On hearing himself named, the Cha—
_valier approached them, and inquired
the subject of their discourse. On their
repeating it, he modestly disclaimed
what, he said, he regarded as too highly
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homylgmmary :i—then twning to ﬁfe :
Marchioness, he asked, if* they might
now hope to be favored with thee treat
pfmmsed them? 2l Th g i

- The Baroness, on this hint, teok from
one of the recesses, the port-folio in
‘which the drawing was deposited, and
presented it to the Chevaliers. 2

It represented a sylph-like figure,
whose attitude, and lovely features, werne
alike expressive of wonder and delight,
sweetly attempered by timidity, at sight
of a youth, whoin a kneeling posture ap-
peared addressing her ; avenetab leand
majestic form, was gegardmg with evi-
dent pleasure, this charming pair ;while
a ‘winged cherub, who was hovering
above them, seemed to rejoice, and take
a lively interest in the scene. '

Sapieha exhibited his wonted im-
petuosity, and without exactly compre-
hending the subject, praised with un-

; L6
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bounded enthusiasm the drawmc ; which
he unhesitatingly . progounéed to be a
chef-d’ceuvreinits peculiar style. Qlesko,
in less florid language spoke also warm-
ly of its merit ; but the Knight of the
Cavern remained silent.. When his cou-
sin, by having exhausted his own rap-
ture, was at leisure to remark this, he
eaded onhim to agree in the assertion,
that it was faultless. "
¢ Do not my good sir;”” said the Mar*-
chioness, with modest grace, ‘“do not
force the Chevalier to an alternative 8o
distressing, as pronouncing what he pro-
bably thinks would:be an unwelcome
truth, or praising that; which he deems
unworthyof commendation. Believeme,
Chevalier,” continued she,. addressing
herself to the Knight of the Cavern, with
a timidity which gave inexpressible
‘sweetness to her soft accents—
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76 The full witm of me, (fo term in gross)
Is'an unlessoned girl; unschool'd, unpractis'd; "« *
- Happy in this, she is not yetso old
But she may learn; and happier than this,
She is not bred so dull but she can learn ! "'

__<Spare not then your friendly critique;.
but allow me to derive some profit, as .
‘well as much confusion, by the Baro-
ness’s partial opinion, and consequent
representation, of my little sketch.” = |
During the time the Marchioness thus
spoke, the Knight regarded her with an
air of deep interest, and appeared unac-
chntébly_ touched, either by her words,
or. the manner in which she had ad-
dressed him ; after a short. struggle he
was on the point of speaking, but was
evidently checked. by indisposition, for
adeathlike paleness suddenly overspread
his face, and made the ladies apprehen-
sive he was about to experience an ats
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tack similar 1o that they hm} W&l
- after the tournament. :
‘¢ My poor Chevaliets” saxdf the Ba-
roness, “ 1 perceive you are stillfar fiom
well; your w alk has fatigued you—~pray
repose yourself awhile on this sultane.
T am sorry your nerves have not yet en-
tirely lost their fate iritability. = You
will oblige me by continuing my drops,
till they have wholly eonquered these
troublesome attacks: - Sabina, my love,
favor us with that charming little air
you played to me the last time I wes
here ; iy friend Sapieha, or T'am much
mistaken, will thank me for giving you
this hint.”

‘Sapicha, who did not understand the
native language of Shakespear, had been
at a loss to guess the meaning of the
passage, which had been applied by the
Marchisness to his cousin ; and’ now
gladly caught at the opportunity of in-
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troducing a subject from which he should
not be excluded. With this view, springs -

ing eagerly forward, he placed the harp
hefore Sabina,

- After a prelude, whose chords seemed
struck by the finger of harmony, she ac-
companied with her voice, a rondo, full
of tender pathes, with a sensibility which
rendered it enchanting ; the sweet mo-
dulations in which it stole back to the
subject, after a finely-executed cadence,
were such, as taste blended with science,
. could alone have inspired: and the
pause of admiration which followed her
conchuding chords, evinced how deeply
her auditors had been affected by it.

s Sdpieha, first broke the magic spell, -

which seemed to have bound up their

faculties, by his repeated exclamations

of applause, and earnest entreaties that\

the Marchioness would repeat this divine

ronde. But with a smile of good hu-

mour she changed the pensive strain, for
4
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one so gay and airy, as completed the
1intoxication of the youth. He started
~up with an evident intention of echoing,
~with his steps, the sprightly notes ; but
'recollectmg himself, again took his seat, :
and-reined in his transports.

The Marchioness now rising, propos-
ed their return to the chateau ; but re- ‘
marking that the Knight was still en-
gaged in  examining the drawing,. she
was suddenly struck with the idea; that
her female figure had reminded' him of
the object of his- affection—the veiled '
lady—and that this-was the real cause -
of his agitation. With aview to disco-
ver if she was right in this - comectme, :
she said to him:—- :

“ The features: of my Miranda are
taken from life ; they are those of a be-
loved friend, who is still a resident of '
the convent from whence I am so re-
eently come.’

'The Knight fixed on her face hxs pene--

)
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trating eyes, now expressive only of
softness; and Ywith a gentleness of incé'
and manner, she had searcely ever be’foré
remarked in him, asked if the other
—ﬁoures were also taken from life.

« It was my endeavour,” repligd the
lady, “ to delineate in Prospero, the in=
structor of my infant years, the good fa-
ther Theodore, to whose indefatigable
perseverance, I owe the first rudiments
of that language, which enables me to
taste the charms of the immortal Shakes-
pear, in all their original beauties ; and
to which, I feel, no translator can do
justice. I attempted, but feebly have L
executed it, to give his countenance the
expression of benign pleasure, with
which I remember my early friend, ence
regarded me; the impression it made,
young as I then was, can never be ef-
faced. He had often threatened to take
from me a pet bulfinch, given me by
Prince Charles of Lorraine, which toe
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frequently entirely diverted my attention
- from lessons, in the attaintnent of which,
he wished to see me employed. Disre-
garding his serious remonstrances, 1
passed once a whole morning, which I
oughty to have devoted to the perform-
ance of a task the good father had as-
signed me, in teaching my darling bird,
to sing the last bar of a tune, the first
part of which he had before acquired.
' So entirely was I absorbed in my occu-
pation, and so enraptured at his having
nearly caught the last note, that 1 ob-
served not the entrance of my precep-
tor, who had come in the expectation of
finding me busily employed with my
book. The first intimation I received
of his approach, was, seeing my bulfinch
seized by a hand from behind me.
Shrieking with terror and surprise 1
caught the arm of father Theodore, and
struggled vehemently to disengage my
bird; but my: force, when ‘opposed to
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that of my tyrant (as I that moment
thought him ) was as ineffectual as were
the efforts the poor little prisoner made,
to disengage himself. Roused by the
fear that my sweet pet was irrecoverably
Ibst to me, in the energy of distress, I ad-
dressed to the father these words, in my -
then very imperfect accents, * Ah! itis
excellent to have a giant’s strength, but
it is tyranous to useitlike agiant !”

- The good man’s momentary anger, *
was completely disarmed by these lines
of his admired bard, uttered by a little
being, whom he fondly loved; and
whose infant mind it was his first de-
light to form. He instantly released the
trembling prize, who flew eagerly to his
panting mistress. In the first transports
of recovering my pet, I thought of no--
thing but bestowing on him a thousand
caresses ; but presently, on lLfting my
eyes to those of father Theodore, I per-
ceived him contemplating us with ten=



%Y,

e ‘ /]
236 THE HUSBAND
“der interest, his countenance glowing
with that benevolence, nd soul-touch-
ing -expression, which I have vainly
wished to delineate in that of Prospero.
« Dear father Theodore |”” continued the
Marchioness, tears trembling in hereyes,
“ how fondly did you press me to your
generous bosom, when, forgetting my
bulfinch, I rushed into your arms !”

‘¢ Charming enthusiast !” cried the
nght of the Cavern, “how soothmg
to the good father must be the know-
ledge that he has inspired, in such a
bosom, sentiments so animated a8 those
which guided your pencil, when pour-
traying that affectingly benevolent face.
But may 1 venture to give you my cri-
tique on your Ferdinand ?—or is he also
the copy of‘a valued friend, whose image
is hallowed by some cherished remem-
brance ,

£ AhTenes” cned the Marchnoness
with vivacityy ¢ you need not spare; him,
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since I can truly assure you, he is en-
tlrely the productlon of my imagina-
tion.” : ;

“ Whata co_nfession is that !’ replied
the Knight of ‘the Cavern, “‘even your
inspired pencil could nor depict a pas-.
sion you have mever felt!” Sabina’s
looks demanded an explanation. The
- Knight continued—* The Ferdinand of
Shakespear was mortal, yours ‘Is as_an-
gelic as the mind which created him.
His burned with the most ardent love,
the expression of which passion, I in
vain seek, in the fine features of your
Prince of Naples.” ’

The animated tone of the Knight
startled the Marchioness, and confirmed,
her in the belief, that his own heart was
aprey to that tumultuous passion ; and
coupled with recollections and observa-
tions she had made on' his demeanor,
left her no doubt but that it was equally
v1olent, and hopeless. =
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¢+ These thoughts kept her for a time
silent ; during which period the Knight

" regarded her ﬁxed]y, as if to read what

passed in her inmostsoul.  Abashed g’y

~ this scrutiny, she turned from hlm, and,
joined the rest of the party, who, durmg
the above conversation, had been deeply

- engaged in discussing - the merits of :
Apollo. o ;

On' their way to the chateau, the
Knight walked by the'side of the Mar-
chioness ; and now evinced as much
desire to prolong . the topic they had
lately been discoursing on, as he at first
seemed averse to speak on it.  He again/
recurred to Miranda, and asked many
questions, respecting the ioriginal, with
much apparent interest. : e
“Her name,” replied Sabina, “is

SidneyStanhope—her country England ;
she is happy in havingbeen educated by
an accomplished mother, before her ar-'
rival in France; and does honor to the
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maternal mstructlons that amiable lady
has bestowed on her. = Her father ranks
highly in the British army. On his
being ordered to a foreign. station, in
which he expected to remain some years,
his lady resolving to accompany him,
consented to his wish of placing Sidney
~in the safe retreat of a convent, during:
their residence abroad. Fortunately for
me, mine was the one selected for her.
On first seeing this dear girl, I was
touched by the profound sorrow which
oppressed<her at parting from parents,
to whom she was devotedly attached. I
‘exerted my endeavours to divert her
mind from dwelling too much on their
recollection, and was so fortunate as to,
succeed. In gratitude for my good in-
tentions, she gave me her warm affec-
tion :—and it is' through her assistance
that I have perfected the attainment of
that language, the first difficulties of
which I had conquered under the pa~
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tlent 1nstruct10ns of father Theodore.

" On my relating to her the events Whlch

had endeared to him every remémbrance
connected_\w’lth her country, we dis-
covered, with mutual pleasure, that that:
worthy man had been known, and high-
ly valued by Mrs. Stanhope, to ‘hose
only, and fondly loved sister he had
been united; the premature death of

whom had thrown that shade of tender

melancholy over his mind, which now
so characteristically marks it.”
¢ And have you never seen this ex-

 cellent man since the discovery ?” asked

the Knight.

% Yes.—On first learning this mtelh-
gence from me, he hastened to embrace
the niece of his regretted wife ; whose
manners, he thinks, so strongly resemble
what her’s were, that it was long before
he could conquer the emotion they first
occasioned him. He has since paid us
several visits, and takes a lively interest
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in our friendship. It was with pleasme ’
he learnt that Sidney and myself always «
conversed in her native to}xgue,'t'o_which
she _Wasfondly attach_ed, from its having
been that in which her mother was ac-
customed to address to her the overflow-
ind@s of her maternal heart: and the plea-
sure we mutually derived from reading
together the charming poets of her
country; almost. equally endeared it o~
me. My fiiend used to delight in the
idea, that she should make me quite an
Enghish girl; and, as such, present me
to her father and mother on their meet-
ing. You must -perceive theh, Cheva-
Lier, that my heart and imagination, could
not fail ‘being filled with this dear friend’s
image, when I endeavoured to pourtray
a (,halacter, whose sw. eet’sentiments she
has so often recited to me.’

“ And where is now this charmmo
fady >’ asked the Knight with animation.

VOL. I, M
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« In our convent still; immediately

* on my receiving an intimation that was

to quit it, we wrote jointly to her parents,

who knew and approved our friendship,

entreating. them to allow: her passing

some time with me; and we are both
anxiously expecting this permission.?’

The Knight remained for a few mi-
nutes silent; then rousing himself from
a fit of abstraction, he said,  But your
@riel, you have not yet told me if he
owes his cherub features, to your crea-
tive imagination : I guess he does.”

“ You divine well,” replied Sabina,
“and I guspect you can give me some
good reason for doing so ?”

1 wish,” said the Knight, without
noticing this observation, * I wish you
would allow me in the absence of the

_accomplished Sidney, sometimes to re-
- cite to you those passages, which you
have been accustomed to listen to, wuh
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sensibility, from e lips !—and teach me
her very toues, and accents.” "

Surely, thought the Marchioness, if
a fancy figure like ‘that of Apollo, can
exhibit a resemblance, not to' be mis-
taken, of onewhom the painter never
saw ; my Miranda may recal as striking-
ly, the absent and regretted object of the
Chevalier’s affection | How can T other-_
wise solve the mystery, of his taking so
deep en interest in her; whom I have
reason to believe he never beheld !

“ Am I too presumptuous in indulg-
ing this hope ?” asked the Knight, and -
he uttered these words in so a?fectmvlv
persuasive a tone, that the Marchioness
found it to be irresistible. As she look-
ed at him, his fine eyes entreatingly:bent
on hers, powerfully seconded his peti- |
tion, and she answered somewhat archly,
‘1 see, Chevalier, you anticipate the ac-
complishment of mine and my Sidney’s
hopes ; if you really think your conde-

M2
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scending to be first my pupil, will give
you an interest with her, t,o@whic'h‘youj
merits do not more justly entitle you,
far from me be the cruelty to rejéct a
suit so modestly preferred.”’

¢ A thousand, : thousand thanks 1
crled the. Knight, pleasure lthtmg up
his expressive countenance. -

At this moment the Marchioness turn-
ing back to see what could detain the
rest of the party behind, observed that
the Baroness and Count Olesko, were
attentively viewing a fine subject for a
landscape, which Sapieha was 1nformm°‘
them, should be the very next eﬂ’ort of
his pencil. Not content with their com-
mendations alone, on  his taste "m se1eé;
tion, he requested the Marchioness and
Knight would sanction it by theirs also.
They gratified him with the assurance
that nothing could be more happily
chosen, for the peculiar style in which
he informed them he meant to execute
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it: and they proceeded to the chateau
highly delighted with thClI‘ af'ternoon s
excursion.

The gentlemen soon after took theii‘
leave. '

«T think T° scarcely ever saw three
more engaging youths,” said the Ba-
TONess, as Sabina and herself stood view-
ing from the windows of the saloon, the
Chevahexs, who mounted on their noble
steeds, were winding round the road tha;
led from the chateau. ¢ They are all
equally amiable, though so different,
Count Olesko, imperceptibly wins the
affections, by that gentle suavity of man-
ners, and mild seriousness. of counte-
nance, so expressive of the native good-
ness of his heart; and he at the same
time displays a correctness in his way of
thinking, which satisfies the judgment,
He often reminds me of Count Zolkiew-
ski whom I used greatly to admire!
My friend Sapieha, while he interests

3 M3
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by the naiveté of his character, amuses
by that élourderie, which keeps one on
the tip-toe of expectation, of some ex-
traordinary sally of his excursive imagi-
mation.” : :

“Yet,” interrupted the Marchioness
with warmth,  not even Count Olesko
himself ‘can possess a mnicer sense of

 honor, or more refined delicaqgf, when
called upon for its exertion, in a proper
cause !

« Bravo !” said the Baroness, “ 1 see
his sprightly graces have created for him
all' the interest he could wish with a
‘lady of your nice discernment. - But for
my patient, though last, not least in my
estimation, his manners do, I must con-
fess, somewhat savor of caprice; yet
there breaks forth at times an ardent im-
petuosity, which, without offending,
bears down allopposition, and gives him,

~ whether we will or no, an absolute em-
pire over our minds. Did you evernote
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the affectionate deference which his bro-
ther, though his. senior, always shews
him ? He is no common character, and
where. many great and striking. excel-

lencies are to be found, we must pardon

one. of -an opposite nature: yet I firmly

believe this one might be traced to some

sorrow hidden in that proud heart of
his, which I would fain see banished
thence, Excuse me, my love, if what I

have said appearsa little reproach on the

severity with which you the other day

+ judged him.”

« Indeed, madam,” replied the Mar-
chioness, * you cannot more condemn
that hastily formed opinion of mine, than -
1 now’do. myself. = Before our walk to
the pavilion, I had recanted it, and the

_obseryations I have since made, force me
doubly to feel how unjust it was.”

She then related to the Baroness the
ideawhich had struck her of the Knight's
recognizing in Miranda some resem-

M4
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blance to his veiled lady; mentioning the
earnestness of his inquirie§ respecting

" hér friend ; and coneluding with the
wish, that she should very soon be ena-
bled to enjoy the happiness of introduc-
ing him to one, so every way calculated
to make him forget his present attach-
ment, supposing it to be of the hopeless
nature they imagined.  The Baroness’s
reply was checked by the entranice of a
‘domestic, who delivered to the Mar-
chioness the following

LETTER.

“ Our wishes are accomplished, my
Sabina ! the much-desired permission is
-arrived ; and to-morrow your friend will
be for a time restored to you. Does the.
smile of joy play on your lip at this in-
telligence ? Alas ! why must it be ba-
nished” thence by what remains to be
told? yet you must know it. Read the
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‘enclosed’ letters, and then judge how
torn and divided is the heart of your
StpyeEY STANHOPE.?"

The Marchioness eagerly ‘snatcling
up the letters' which ‘had dropped from
that she had j'ust perused, opened one
from Mus. Stanhope. = Itran thus:—

LETTER.

« T truly rejoice, my beloved child,
in the very happy prospect which is
o'pened to the amiable Sabina Montre-
or; that friend, who by so long consti-
tutmcr _your happiness, has endeared her-
“self to your fond mother. You haveour
full ﬂpprobatlon to pass some time" with
# that charming girl ; may the friendship
‘which endears you to each other end
onlywith your lives—and mayshe findin,
the Marquis' de Briseacier, 2 ‘mind’ nﬂt

M5 }
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13

less congenial with hers, than that of my :
darling child. 1 AR :
2 A letter to the Lady Abbess wﬂl ac-
~company this, imparting your father’s
and my wishes respecting your visit to
the sweet bride ; ‘do not, my love, delay
enjoying the happiness you will derive
from this indulgence.
¢ And now let me ask, willmy Sidney
rejoice at a near prospect of again form-
ing the happiness of the most devoted of
mothers? or will she shrink with terror
from the dangers she must encounter, ere
she can hope to be again pressed to that
maternal bosom, which has so long
mourned its absent blessing ?
¢ The essential service your father’s
assistance proved in capturing the island
of Jamaica from the “Spanish nation,,
has induced his own to appoint him its
governor. The certainty, that this event
#must greatly retard our return to Europe,

3
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and consequently place at a considerable -

distance the hope of again embracingmy

child, plunged ‘me into so profound a’
melancholy, that your father has resolv-
~-ed on allowing you to join us here, pro-

vided you feel no disinclination to the
plan. ,

- “ In the full confidence that you
will not, we have concerted the means
most eligible for your accommodation
with Madame Duval, a friend who is
now in France. = As soon as she has ac-
complished the business which' carried
her thither, she will rejoin her husband
in this island, and kindly undertakes to
give you her protection, till she places
you under that of your parents. ¢
©% What answers my Sidney’s heart;to
this proposal ? Beats it in wunison with
ours >—and feels she all that impatience
to throw herself into her mother’s arms,

whiech that mother coes to encircle—wi«&h

them, her long lost treasure

M6
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The other letter wag, from, General
Stanhope. 1t represented to kisdaughter
~‘the very delicate state of his lady’s
health, adding his firm belief: that: her
‘presenceand filial assiduities could alone
restore it.
A few lines in the hand of M iss Stan-
hope, were subjoined to this epistle :
* “You see, my Sabina, all is settled.
‘In my own heart I feel what at this me-
ment passes in yours; but let me en-
treat you will spare me the sight of that
uncontrolable sorrow, with which I
fear, a misfortune so unexpected, will
-overwheim you. Do not forget, that to
“the grief your fiiend shares with you, in
anticipating  our separation, is‘ added
much anxiety for the life of the best, and
dealest of mothers. And now, my friend,,
“attend to those words of comfort I can
stilk speak to you. We have yet some
+months to pass together; let us.not
embitter them, by constantly repinings
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“that they are like' all earthly happmess,
limited.”" *

The Marchioness, wholly overcoméby
mtelligence so inconsistent with her late
hopes, entreated herguest to excuse her
retiring for the night. That lady rea-
dily consented, truly sympathizing in
the 'disappointment of' her charmmg
hostess.

Sabina passed the whole night in tears,
and' eatly' the next morning re-perused
thesé cruel letters, which she felt had
destroyed all her fondly cherished hopes,
of enjoying perhaps for years, the somety
of her much-loved friend.

- With ‘a new aceession of sorrow'she
now run them over, till stopping at the
concluding words, < We have yet soxdé
months to pass in“éach others society,”
she repeated them with a sudden start of
pleasurable surprise,.as if ‘the preceding

evening they had wholly escaped her“ p

b
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. How elastic is hope in the bosom of -
sixteen ! _how rapid the traifsitions from
grief to joy ! —that congenial inmate once
more resumed its place in that of Sa-
bina. , :
« Ah 17 cried she, ¢ I am not quile
the desolate being 1 fancied myself, I &
shall not lose my friend for some months; .
perhaps six, it may be twelve ; and who
knows but in the meantime Mus. Stan-
hope will regain her health, and give up
the idea of exposing her daughter to the
perils of that frightful voyage !”
. As these thoughts passed rapidly.
through her now tranquil mind, she laid
~ her head on her pillow, and in a few
minutes sank into a profound repose;
from which she was awakened, at alate
. hour, by the object who had occasioned
her sleepless night. )

. We will ‘ot detail the mixed sensa-
‘tions, with which these .charming gitls
passed the first hours of their reunion.
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The sadness which was at first expressed
in the mild yes of Sidney, instantly com-
municated itself to those of the Marchio-
ness ; but her friend felt consoled at ob-
serving, that pleasure at their meeting
predominated over the sorrow, which she
¢ had dreaded to find had swallowed up
every other sentiment in the bosom of
Sabina ; and soothed by this observation
she soon felt cheerfulness stealing back
to her own. ‘

They passed the whole morning in
rambling together through a part of the
pleasure grounds; the Baroness having-
intimated her wish to spend hers unin- ~
terruptedly. Nothing could have been
more desirable, than theliberty this gave -
them ; as they had a thousand things to
ask of, and communicate to each other;
and so abhsorbed were they in their con-
versation, that till the bell of the chateau
announced the hour of dinner, they
thought not of returning thither.”
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The Baroness was rrfuch interested
by the sweet girl, whom her hostess pre-
" sented to” her on their entrance,  She
was two years older than ‘the Marchio-
ness, and their stature and figures were
not dissimilar ; but the countenance of
Sidney ‘expressed a native pensiveness,
which was by no means thé characteris-
tic of her fiiends :—yet it so exactly
suited the'soft and delicate turn of ‘her
features, that a painter of taste would
have selected her, to personify resigna-
tion; while Sabina’s displayed all the
' pldyfﬁ sportiveness, ‘and lively graces,
which ought to ' distinguish  that' Of'
- "Hoﬁe ' :

“In'the afternoon the Marchwness led
her friend to the ‘pavilion, where she
listened with ‘pleasure to her congratu-
lations, on the elegant mind which the

Marquis had displayed in fitting up this.

delicious retreat. ¢« How happily will
my Sabina’s life glide on, beloved by, and

T
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under the protection of such a partner,”
said the amidble Sidney.

¢¢ Couid you believe,” asked'the Mar- *
chioness, ¢ that this lovely temple pres.
sents to me an object, which often dis-"
turbs my repose ?”’

“Indeed I cannot:—I see mnothing
here but what is calculated to create,
instead of interrupting pleasure !”’

The Marchioness pointing to the
Sibyl, said, “ Behold it there | —and listen
to the explanation of what must without
' a clue, be incomprehensible to you.”

She’ then detailed the particulars of
Camilla’s, and her visit, to the bgyp@n
Sibyl, and repeated the prophetic words:
she had there heard, adding; I can
never look at that painting, without re-
calling them to my mem0r§, and in
doing so, I feel I know not what terror
which depresses my spirits’ and over-
whelms me with sadness !” These words
were followed by a deep sigh; when

»
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looking at her friend, she felt surprised,
and somewhat disconcertef, to observe,
instead of the tender sympathy she ex-
pected to find in her eyes, a smile play-
“ing round her, rosy lips. Sidney in-
stantly perceiving that the Marchioness
was hurt, affectionately said, « I scarcely -
need I think, assure my friend, that she
cannot experience a real sorrow, in which
1 should not share ; but in the present
“instance I can so easily dispel the cloud
“%of error, which obscures her excellent
. understanding, that she must parden my
“not Having treated the subject with gra-
vity. That the credulous Camillashould
-place confidence in the rhapsodies of such
impostors, I am not surprised; but I did
not expect to find in my Sabina so great
\wa weekuéss ; pardon me the expression
" in consideration of the motive which
impels me*to shew you the affair in its
real light. °1 have heard many wonders
- recounted of this celebrated prophetesﬁ;
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but I listened to them, from the first,
with disbelief s and a singular instance
which has lately come to my knowledge,
of the arts she uses to discover the situa-_
tions of those who consult her, has fully
justified ‘my discredit, of her superna-
tural powers.”

“ But how is it possible, in my own
case,” asked the Marchioness, she could
know that in the humble pedestrian who,
visited her, she beheld a person honored
by the protection of such illustrious
friends ?”’  F

“ T cannot discover,”’ answered Sid-: "
" ney, “any thing in her oracle,as you
call it, w,hg:h implies such a divination,
it would have been just as applicable to
almost any other young lady as yourself;;
but allowing it to have been p;r-ticulaﬂy '
suited to your SItuatlon, mlght not her
artful assistant have "drawn from the
good Camilla, some clue by which she_
was enabled to unravel )our Et’cle his-~
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tory * Recollect, my Sabma, the a(rltated
state of mind in which you had listened
to her, conscious how 1mproperly you
had acted, in undertakm@ such an ex-
. pedition, fearful of dlscover§ , and terri-
fied at traversing for the first time such
crowded streets. In what an excellent
state’ was your imagination, to receive
sertously, all the intended impression
from the various mummeries you there
saw exhibited !” g
¢ Enough—enough, my friend,” in-
terrupted the blushiﬁg Marchioness,
“ yoll have cured me of a folly which
has, I assure you, sufficiently punished
my allowing myself to be guided against
my better judgment, by the simple Ca-
milla; and I am now fully sensible, how
powerfully the circumstances you have
enumerated, operated in fixing the im-
pression, I at the time received. How
greatly am I obliged to you for having
effaced it.” '
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¢ And if 1 have 1eally done so,” re-
phed Sidneyy « 1 am more than repaid
for my endeavours

She then related to the Marchloness,
those arts of the Sibyl, to which she had
before alluded ; and if anv doubts had
still llnéeled in the ingenuous mind of
her friend, the complete expos&e of
this W oman’s contrivances, would have
dlSSlpated them.

Having fully and satisfactorly dis-
cussed this subject, they changed it to
that of the Che’vql‘iers, with whose seve-
ral merits Sabina endeavoured tg ac-
quaint her friend.  That young lady re-
plied, < I am greatly pleased with their
different *eharacters, such as you have
described them ; and do not doubt but
Count Olesko, and the Knight of the
Cavern (whose name alone must ever
recal your obligations to him) are pos-
“sessed of all the recommendations you
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ascribe to them ; but for the Chevalier
Sapieha ! his admirably de}icate conduct
towards you, in the whole of the raffair
you have related to. me, was such, as
proves him to be endowed, in a high
~ degree, with those qualities which: dig-
nify the man, and realize my Iéés Qf un
preuf® Chevalier 1’ ~

¢« And yet,” said Sabma, “much as I
like, and feel obliged  to Sapieha, I
should be sorry were you to prefer him,
to his cousins, on a personal acquz;int-
ance with them :—but F'-must not forget
to mention one claim, that the Knight of
_ the Cavern, ‘has on  your partiality,
~ which, if I am not mtich mistaken, .my
friend will find irresistible | e is master
of your native language; and admires
our Shakespear with an enthusiasm not
inferior to out own.”?

« Indeed !” rejoined Sfdney, « that
recommends him'greatly as a compa-
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nion; and will make me rerrard him as a
kind of counsryman. But of what na-
tion dre these Chevaliers ?”

The Marchioness observed, that the
Baroness'and herself suspectéd them to
be Russians, as a nobleman of that coun-
try,\,hlgﬁl‘y esteemed by her guest, in a
letter of introduction, with which fie had
furnished the youths, spoke of them in
terms that implied their relationship to
himself. She then repeated the motives
which actuated them, in concealing their
real conditions, and Sidney admired the
father who could think so liberally.«

Although the friends were sitting near |
a window of the' pavilion, they did not
notice tha@t¥thé setting sun had almost
withdrawn his last rays from the summits
of the distant hills ; and the sombre grey
of twilight was fast creeping over the
scene—the birds had retired to theireven-
ing shelter—nothing broke the stillness
of the hour, but the low murmuring of |
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the waters. Tranquillity seemed to;ﬁx e
chosen this spot for her favorite abode;
and gradually she shed her sweetly sooth- -
ing influence over the two votaries who
were at this moment acknowledging,
and enjoying her gentle power ! It% was
while thus enrapt, that the finer émcg@ns
of their souls were roused, and they lift-
ed their eyes to heaven, in whose blue
eether now twinkled myriads of stars, in
silent devotion !

Sabina, at length, entwining her arm
round that of her friend; silently led her
to the chateau.

They were hailed. with pleasule, by
the good Baroness, who instantly dissi-
pated the delicious spell whith had en-
chanted them ; and recalled to them the
sublunary concerns of life, by introduc-
ing common topics of conversation. She
informed them that during their wall\,
she had been visited by Dupuis ; to’
whom she had: promised, that in the'

,



&rse of the next week ,she would per-
sgnally ingpect the works, which were
going on at, her hotel, under his direc-
o T . G :

« This I can now do with perfect sa-
tl@factwh to myse}f ” continued she, ad-"
ﬁssmﬁ the Marchioness, “since I shall
leave you in such charming soaety

The following morning, Sabina asked

the Baroness if she would accompany

them in their walk ; but that Tady plead-
ed as an excuse her desire of ‘passing it
in her study.. As:soon as she retired
thither, the friends gaily tripped towards
the pavilion,”where they had resolved

£
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to enjoy their favorite occupations £o- «

cre’chel fl'ﬁtt day.

e Now > said the Marchloness, tak-
ing up the voltime of Shakespear, which
contained ¢ The Tempest.” * Now shall
you, once mere read to me the scene,

'from w‘ﬁlclg I have formed this little
sketc% and we will consult toae;her,

voprx; * N i R
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and try’ rf we can discover the faults,
_swhich the Knight of the Ca¢ern, whom
isuspeact to.be a very: Knight-errant in
love, has pointed out in my Ferdinand.

- But no, I think I would rather have you
exercise your pencil in endeavoufinrr to
correcf them, while I recite to you the
words of the poet. I should like,”
added shearchly, « to present to him the

“Prince, corrected to: his satisfaction, by
your hand !”

“ Indeed,” said Sidney, “I will not
risk spoiling that handseme face; in
which I eannot see a single blemish. If.
the Knight of the Cavern is so fasti-

“dieus, let him give a specimen of his
own skill, in depicting one more per-
fect.”

Sabina. was leaning over the shoulder
of her fnend and: the looks of both were
fixed on the drawing—when a voice, re-
p]ying.t% the observation which had just
“fullen from the lips of Sidney, startled
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them. = It said, « How very mipérfeetty
~were - thie Knight’s remarks express‘ed
if ‘they could bear such a construc. |
#oni2:o BF |
Th’eﬁtumed round, and beheld the. !
_éulb]ecat of their conversation, standingat
“the door of the pavilion; who now ap- -
proached, and saluted themy with all that
indefinable grace, which, while it plays
round the fancy, fascinates the reasong
and takes captive the heart !
The cheeks of ‘the fair friends were
- deeply suffused with the blush of sur-
prise; the Marchioness, however, sopn
recovering  herself, - presented to  the '
Knight her companion, saying; “ When
so lately I mentioned to you, my friend,
Chevalier, I scarcely hoped so soon o
enjoy this pleasure.”
< And L,” replied the Knight thf?an
air of gallantry; which the ladies thought
mﬁmt»e}y bt}came h1m < And I, onen-

=
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tering ghis'bu1ld1n ant1c1pated but ha j'
the gratification I now ex pertence.” %
" Sabina, with much satisfaction, re-
marked that as he uttered this, hlS darl,,
eyes sparkled with a bnlhancgr which
she had scarcely ever before seen. them
. exhibit ; and which strikingly evm(‘ed
that his heart was 1ot just then suffer-
Jing under the distress, which had hither-
" to appeared to weigh down his natmally
‘.‘ towermo Spirit.
¢ It was not then your intention, Cheva-
lier,” said, the Marchioness gaily, ¢ to
‘ﬁrst introduce }OLirself here, in the cha-
ractel of a listener? Have a care how
' you ever put your self-love to such 8.
proof ! 8
giaMy consciénce acquits me of the
des10 n,” returned the 1&1’110ht in the same
" tone ot raillery; ¢ 1 can therefore honor-
ably avail myself of what has accident-
alLV met my ear, to 1ect1fy a tmﬂm«r mls-'
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take you have led this Iady mﬁQ - and
which canflot fail to ﬂnpleSs her Wrth,, a
very unfa@rable opinion of my Judcr-
fent.”

'I:hefl furning to Sidoey he said, « Such 3
as Miranda first thought Ferdinand yofxf
Tovely friend has certamly pourtrayed

him, # ¢ timzo dwme, the fault I found
- was—he s foo' faultless.”

“Tfthat be your only obJecﬂon,” in-*
terrupted the laughing Sidney, “we wxll ;
spare you any farther explanation, smce ‘
you will not easily persuade me, thati in-
« teresting hero can be represented too

perfect by mortal pencil, at least to p]ease
122 2

i

(e
|

B H

i 25

us /(t(lles

'The' Chevahex bowi ing with aft air of
mock humility, and gravity, replied,
« Far from me be’the presumption of
endeavouring to controvert arguments 0
conclusive /_..you must, however, pardon
my havmg ventured to hazard an opi-
A1ow, ju qpposxtlon 'udcres SO supe--

.
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rior, %.3“5 did not the Marchioness’s
observation just Bow impore that yow
. afe also an' adept, in thls’ charming
ﬁrt ?3’ *
T think not,” replied Sidney, « ‘at
ledst; if it did, her partiality greatly over-
rated my abilities ; for so little reason
" had I to be anyself satisfied with those I
. possessed in her favorite style, that I now
" iconfine my attempts principally to a de~
paftxnent so inferior, that except in the
eyeofa naturalist, m‘y productions would
have no attraction.’
“ Pardon me,” interrupted the Mar-
- ¢hior’iess, “ how many delightful hours
““have I passed (though no mturalist) in
watching the delicate touches of “your
pencil, as’ it O‘radually developed the
pretty insect you wete depicting, whild
I Iistened to your detail of its «charac-
teristics, till interested in its little his-
tory, and'by degrees seeing its'soft wings
exhibit their downy plumage, 1 have

R e -
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trembled, least it should expand ther':,- '
and disappear from 0y admxrmg*%yes i3 2 g
And. Sabu‘g s countenance’ glowed waﬂ;
$he severalfeelings she had dGSCTIbEdﬂ{’ ::
; 1 he Chevalier now tuming, those re-
gands from her -ever-varying counfes
nance, on which, while she spoke,they .
had dwelt, to the more placid one, of -
Sidney, said in a tone full” of softnessy
¢ Of whom did your friend gam thag‘?
bemtchmv enthusiasm,  which, gives
siich irresistible interest to all she;says,
that the emotions of her hearets are. hurs
ried on with a rapidity scarcely mﬁamr
to her own ?”’ PP o
« I know not,” said Sidney affection=. *
ately 3¢ she is the same creature 1 first
saw her, in spite of the eﬁoxts I have
sometimes made, to. render her a fitter |
inhabitant, for thislower world.” ...
The momentary -pause, W hlch suc-
‘ceeded this speech, was interrupted.by «
the Marchioness ; who opeping & pori= ‘
; SR &
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A
folio which lay on the table, said, ¢ Look:
here, @hevaher, and tell meg if I have
‘too warmly praised these nicely finished -

. drawmos e %

“ Come hlther, Olesko,” exclalmed
th@»iimo"ht to his brother, who at that

. instant entered the pavilion,  and feast‘

' on these interesting objects—will you.”
- Addressing ?abma “ Will you confer on

amy brothel the honor of presenting him'
to your Wiond 2, She will find i in him one *
well qualified to estimate her minute
. delineations, of that perfection, which
‘the careful observer discovers; in the
most apparently, 1ns1gnlﬁcant works of

* the great Creator !’

The _introductory ceremonies” over,
Count Olesko applied himself to exa-
mine the contents of Sldnev s port-folio,
with the eagerness of a person, who is
pursuing his favorlte recreation ; and by

« his judicious remarks shewed that he

was conversant with the subjeets he
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there found illustrated.  With 'Q,deﬁ-;
cacy of ménner, which charms morg !
than the mest unquahﬂed praise, unac-_ *
eBmpanied by that grace, he ventured to
point outsomeerrors, his scientific knov&
ledge enabled him to detect; and tfua, .
ingenuousness enhanced the value of the
commendatxons he passed onithe cege—
ral c0119ctnes< “with which they were,
executed. ! T - »

Sidney Tistened with ‘modest and
pleased attention to lns remarks. At
tength, she said, «p’ presume,‘Count, ?.‘
Natural History is a favorife study of: k,
yours ; have you long’ p’ursued e

“ Evey from my boyish da)s, "ee;.:‘
plied Olesko, “my mother very early
implanted in me the taste, ‘alleging, that -
the best preservativé'to guard the younc'
mind from the cruelties i which my sex
too’ ﬁ'equently indulge from thoughtless~
ness; was ‘teaching it to feel’ how evi~
dently the ‘Deity has’ mamfested proéﬁy

35 S
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- of hisdivine attributes, in all into which
. hehas breathed life.” - e %
4 - & Tt was from my mother also,” said
*Sidney, her mild eyes glistening with
the tear of recollection—<¢ It was from
iy mother also that I acquired my little
“knowledge in this interesting science.”
. Olesko contemplated . this proof of
3 ﬁliéltende‘mess, with sympathetic emo-
““tion ; and thought he neversawso sweet
2 countenance, as ‘that he then re-
" garded. , :
& Sabina, who had attended with 3
- lively interest to the passing scene, now
~ turning to the Knight of the Cavern,
~said, ““ Had I known, Chevalier; ‘the
~ early lesson of humanity with which
¢ ‘your motherimbued your juvenile mind,
I should have been gaved the fears I en-
“ tertained for the life of my dove, on the
morning of the archery. 1 assure you 1
attach much value to that present, since
it reminds me, that brhvery,~ and: heroie

&
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: Qusahms, are perfectly eampmb&e vﬁa«ﬁh

mercy 9 T AR R R fl ,‘ﬂi‘
¢ 1 should-be. umworthy the gratefui
ardour which animates you at the. recolt
lection,” " replied the Knight, ingenuously,
s were I to-allow your persisting, in_
what is wholly an illusion. My early *
days were marked by too ardent and"a
impetuous a. temper, to: bear that gem‘,}e
control, which has so-happily. influencéd
‘my brother’s wilder disposition.” «No!
it was to the iresistible empire which "
transcendent: loveliness  possesses ovei!’
the heart of man, that you must attnbti;e
an action, which 1 teel with pleasure,
was approved by you.” .
The’ Marchioness’s cheeks were suf~
fused with & -deep ecarnation at the
' warmth with whieh this: was uttered;
but recollecting he must have alluded to’
the empire which the fascinating charms
of the ve led lady had acquired over him, - '
'hBI‘ colour herbhtened"tc a: pamful de—
4 N O
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| gree ahg/tzhe consmousmess, that she had
~for a. moment, appropriated ®© herself @&
Qbmphmem, ‘byme means intended. To
ﬁsnceal her cenfusion she turned to
Count; Olesko, and attended to the reply
he Mwas making to some remark of Sids
ney 8. : -
# ¢k am ‘happy,’”said he, “from my
own observation; to be enabled to con-
“tradict an assertion; the ' establishment
of which, appears.to render the eruelties
“of'man to man, if possible, stitl more dis=
_graceful-to him. He is n0¢ the only
‘ g&imal‘*in the creation, wheo preys.on his
own, specxes. I have often seen some
“of the caterpillar kind; partxcularly those:
which live on the oak, seize on one of
its less powerful-cowpanions; and inflict
ouita deadly wound s after whichit has:
: &aa;ed with unconcern on: its prey &

|

? 3
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A superficial- observer would have beent
justified insconcluding these caterpillars’
fitted only to live on leaves and: plantsy
but I, who have passed whole hours i
studying their temper and economy, can!
disclose a. more Jjust hlstory of their cha~
-racteristics.’ " ‘
« .Y ou haye greatly sarprised me by
this information,” returned Sidney ; “it
is the first suggestion of the kind I ever
heard, and proves my remark to be er-
roneous.’ : g
« How veryacc ulately youw hawe deli= :
neated this; Muscorum, or yellow halrgp
bee |” said Olesko—* Thisspecies buildr
their nests. in. mossy ground ; and the
skill displayed by them. in their construc<
tion .is. admirable ! 1 remember once,,
when a boy; having. puﬂedone tor pieces;
and .conveyed. it to: a distance, for ‘the
purpose of enjoying the pleasure of see-
ing their operations ; ¥ then stationed
myself in a fit' situation to obseive their

o
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movements.  The bees soon formed
‘themselves into a line, which extended
from the place from whence 1 had taken
their nest, to ‘that on which T had laid
the moss; the first insect then taking
some of the downy substance in her
mouth, cluared it bit by bit with her-

little feet, and then conveyed ‘the unra-
velled moss under her, to ‘the second,
vshlch, in like manner, passed it on to
the third; proceeding thus, they formed
an uninterrupted chain of moss; ‘which
was finally - wrought, and interwoven
with the most admirable dexterity, by

_those bees, whose province it was, to
forin the nest. When this task was ac-
complished, their next care was o guard
‘their- nursery from becoming the sport
of the elements ; to shelter it rom which,
they threw over it an arch; composed of
a: kind of 'wax, which was tenacious,
though thin in substance.” 71
T A.h 1 cried the' Marchmness, who
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in the interest this little detail had awak-
encd, entirely fmgot the painiul oonﬁr‘
ston with which she had at first beg 4n to
listen—¢ You did not, I am certain,
again destroy the work of those delight=
ful little labourers. Your. having, in=
-spected the formation of their nuvsery, -
could not'fail endearing it to you. What
4 charming contemplation | ‘Did you,; ©
Chevalier, participate with the Count if
this amusement?”’ ¥
«« Madam,” replied the anht— 4 ev’en '
t0 gain your goed opinion, Icalmot seem
the thing I-amnot, rather should I say— "
the thing I was not.  While:my excels
dent brother was thus rationally employa
fing his" ‘leisure, I reprobate that I made
it iny pastime to seek out, and. d,es{my
those little fabrics; with all their embrio
inhabitants, never having: tilk this mo-
ment felt, how mexcusably wanton was
, the aet?
wiss And yety” mte;zmptedp the Gotmt,
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¥ ﬁseein«r the ladies start with resentment
at’;hls declaration, ¢ I could ¢elate sucky -
-mstances of humamty, which his heart
‘ ‘G'%fhlblt‘ed at the very period to which he
alludes, as must obliterate the blame at-
tachable to a thousand such thoughtless
trolies1”

The Kmfrht was mueh ‘affeeted by
' thxs proof of affection in his brother, and
his voice e,xpresc;ed that he was so, when -
he exclaimed, ¢ It is notin the benevo-
“Jenit nature of that best of frlends, to
endure shining for a moment at the
~ expense of one so infinitely less worthy.”
The ladies were sensibly touched by

» this mutual proof of fraternal generq,snv g
and there was an mgenuousness in the
A’Kmrrht s conduct,which, on a moment’s
_ reflection, completely reconciled them
to ‘him, and made them more pleased
with rthe candour he had displayed in
acknowledging errors he might so easily ~
'-":have concedled than drspleased to find;.

>
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|

he had not always been quite o amiable
as his brothe o, i iﬁ

"The Marchioness, whose sweet fage 1
expressed all the sensibility, which this
little scene ‘had aroused, with a smile,
saidy ¢ Chevalier, I have not forgotten
that we have no testimony but, your
own on which to convict you of cruefty,
while I have beena witness to, and pos-
sess a living proof of ‘your humanity !
But ﬁndmor that this address had rathér
encreasedg than tranquillized the Knight’ s
emotion, she turned to the Count and’
said, ¢ May T ask you to favor us with
some ‘other traits of insect sagacity, or
instinct, which has fallen under’ yeur
observation

« T obey you with pleasure,” rephed
Olesko,” ““and will give yon the detail
of the mode by which another species of
bees fashion their nurseries. I mean the
€entuncularis, or leaf-cutter—I have re=
" elined whole mornings patiently watch= -

“ 4
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ing their movements, on this important
"occasion, “They form theirmests in holes
about the length of a tooth-pick case, in
* the ground, which they excavate for that
purpose.” Some make them with the
rose-tree leaves—others with the horses
chesnut. 1t was with surprise and pleas
sure, I observed how dexterously these
industrious little animals, destitute as
they were of mathematical instruments,
cut out circular pieces adapted for the
*hottom or lid of one of their nests ; while
they shaped others into ovals, and semi-
ovals, which formed its sides, and in
each of these recesses they deposited an
egg,vith prepared food for ‘the young
bee, as soon as it should be produced o
- Here the entrance of the Baroness,
escorted by Sapieha, made the party rise
to greet them. _
¢ Pray let us not disturb you,” said
the lady; ‘“ you must know you owe
the pleasure of my company to this, -

Q
v 3
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Chevalier;; while, on the other hand,to
me you are indebted for his.” & T

They begged an explanation, and t!a: i
Baroness_thus continued—“ 1 was. re=
garding a distant object, which I took
for Dupuis, through the telescope which .
stands in my study window, when I ac-
cidentally espied this gentleman, deeply
engaged in sketching his landscape.
Suspecting that he had not come alone;
and tempted by the loveliness of the
weather, I resolyed on joining him and"
inquiring into the affair. You see theres
fore he drew me from my study, while
the pleasure of attending me hither se-
duced kim from his favorite pursuity
 The Marchioness could not resist re
peating with aw air of ivony, ¢ Favorite
indeed | 1since it possesses superior ats
tractions to the eompany of that sex, of
whom he professes himself so. devoted
an admirer |”’
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«Come, come,” interrupted the Ba-
“roness, “T will not have “my beau diss
concerted by raillery, which, in this n-
stance, he does not deserve ; since he
~ has'been aésuri:ig me that his motive for
* not earlier paying you his compliments,
was a desire of securing to himself a
welcome, by laying at your feet the ef-
forts of his pencil.”

““TheChevalier Sapieha,”said the Mat-
chioness, with serious warmth, ¢ ougiw
to feel assured that he can never want
any additional claim, to those he ahmdy
has to my friendship and esfeem !” She
then presented him to Sidney, and his
countenance brightened withb pleasure,
as the conversation, for some time, turn-
ed on his drawmo which was generally
approved. : o

¢“ Now,” said Sabina, *“ as a reward
for your mdustry this morning, you shall
be indulged with an inspection of
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this port-folio ; which your cousins
have been examining with much =
terest A

Wh]le Sa.pxeha Wwas thus eng ged,

" Count. Olesko, addressing the ]adxes,
asked if they had walked the evening *
before on the banks of the Seine. On
their answering in the negative, he said,
- ¢ If you would do me the honor of put-
ting yourselves under my guidance at
sun-set to day, I will shew you a phe-
nomenon ‘well worthy your observa-
tion > They very thankfully accepted.
his offer; and'soon after returned to the.
chateau.

Sapieha’s curiosity was very strongly
excited, todiscover with w hatamusement
his.cousin meant to recreate the ladies ;.
and he watched with considerable impa-
tience, the decline of that luminary,
whose sinking to the lower world, was
to be the signal for action.

At Iemth the moment arrived, when

B
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the Count proposed their departtre ; and
: Sép.ieha, resolved not to dose with tl? :
Baroness that character for gallantry,
which he persuaded himself, he had in
the morning established, with much ala-
crity, offered her his arm, which she
gracipusly accepted ; and Siduey could
not refuse Count Olesko’s modest re-
quest to honor him by taking his.

* The Knight ‘of the Cavern mnow ap-
proached the Marchioness, and with an
air of diffidence said, « May"I, madam,
presumeé to offer you an arm that has
committed acts, the bare mention of
which so lately made you shrink with
homor from its owner

"« Alt say not soy” returnéd the Mar-
chiioniess, distressed at observing how
much he appeared agitated. ‘4€an I ever
forget that to the bravery of this arm
(and sheaceepted it as she spoke) I owe
the life of the Marquis ?”

' w0 Pargqn-me, madam, I bad forgotten
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that eircuamstance,” réplied the Kaight,
in a tone so unlike his first address, that
tghe Marchioness attempted not to keep
upa conversation, in which she fancied
he felt no inclination to bear a part.
They had thus proceeded some way, -
when their silence was broken in upon
by a pair of nightingales, who were from
"a neighbouring thicket, answering each
other in those long drawn notes, whose
clear and mournful tones must ever
touch the heart of sensibility. The
Knight’s was not impenetrable to their
influence, and “in a mild voice he ex-
claimded,  Happy little songsters ! yours
are not the v6ices of complaint—you are
each happy in your tuneful mate, and =
kunow not the acute pangs of hopeless
law 1758 :
« Heaven preserve you from lon(r ex-
periencing them,” said the Marchioness, -
completely thrown off her guard by the

‘- W
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desponding tone in which this was ut:
tered. .

« Could 1 but inspire pza‘ yoin the oki :
ject of my hopeless passion, #hat 1 such
a bosom would be much, 1 should feel
my situation far less insupportable !’

¢ 'This cherished being lives then
said the Marchicness:

¢ She does—but notfor me-—-she i§ in-
sensible to my love | :

« Pardon me, Chevalier; if I say,that
possibly the impetuosity of yeur affec-
tion, has prevented you from exerting
those powers to win her, -which; pro-
vided she loves not another, I cannot
persuade myself she would forever re-

i isrsty?? o
“ 1 firmly believe her Aecart to be
wholly untouched.” i gfote

. ¢ Perhaps then a veil, not less impene-
trable than that which hid Aer features
at the tournament, conceals from its

£ 4 3
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4mystenous ‘mistress the real state of
syours.”’ . i
- ¢ And do you advxse my Wlthdraw ing
that veil 2 asked the I&nloht with qmck-
ness. :
¢ Indeed, Chevaher,Iam ill-qualified
for the office of ‘an adviser in a case_so
delicate ; I scarcely know what prompt-
-ed me to speak on it,” replied the Mar-
chioness,confused at recollecting she had
done so ; and increasing her speed, over-
took the rest:of  the party just as they
had reached the end of ‘the serpentine
walk they were traversing ; the opening
of which disclosed to them a view of the
Seine:s # ]
Wihiat a phenomenon here presented
itself. - The thickest descent of flakes of
snow in winter, equalled not the my-
riads' of winged insects which saluted
their astonished  gaze ! 'The whole air
seemed alive with this new-bom race !
and the earth itself was covered with |
VOL. L. o ;
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‘millions 'which' had  fallen! ¢ Good
God ! exclaimed Sidney, ¢ isnot thls
an illusion ?. Pray, Countz Olesko, ex-
-plamr itiiw 5 . Bl visn
He replied—¢ These. msects are ephe-
mera, and must be regarded as a strik-
ing instaqce; of the delight, )vitlyfyvhié»h-
nature sports in. inﬁnite varietyl Thax

whose duratxon; ,extends, bu;, to. ,g smg}e
day, appears surprising 2. but how, must;
our wonder increase, ywhen we. discover, !
that multitudes of  this. kind .are born-
and dig in a sipgle hour! . Ob§grve;thés, 7
ephemeron ¢’ . § e 5 R
# Ah! jt is a- dehcate little msect, |
said Sidney, “ and though smallér than -
the butterfly, greatly resembles it in
-shape, but that its wings are thinnerand
more transparent, from their not being
covered with that painted dust, which.;
adorns:those of the former.”
;i Is it not a pity,” asked Count Olesko,
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“ihat the ‘spotts and gambols “of t}us
endless multitude of little strangers, are
30’ shortly 'to haVe dn end ? Within too
hours, the whole swarm will fall to the
ground, and ‘cover it, like a deep snow,
for several hurdted yards on each side ‘
theriver.”' ‘So fragile is their nature, that
evéry object they touch becomes fatal
to them ; they die instantly if they even’
hit against each other { Many, after flut-
tering awhilé, drop without seeming to
have received wings for any other pur-
pose, but to'gratify an ldle curiosity.”

‘% 'Would T were one of those happy
triflers,” said the Knight mournfully;
«« whoafter opening its eyes to take a
momentary peep ‘at the miseries with
which this planet abounds, closes them
forevep 'V :

¢ My brother,” said the Count ten-
derly, “ how little are you aware of the
towering spirit which animates you il
* whohave noted it well, feel that it would
02
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disdain to'quit the tenement it inhabits,:
tilt it has fisst marked with glory the;
track it is destined to pursue?« 1 7
¢ Really, Chevalier,” eried the Baro-
neSS, « if  you interrupt the Count’s
prétty history “with any more; of - these
aérvous remarks; I shall prescube you a
_double dose of my elizi: gf hope; on-our:
return to the chateau.” :/ of
-« How crlatefully wﬂl I haal its. bal«
samic, succour,” rephed the . nght;
“ht ptoceed Olesko.” H4 vy s
The Count thus contmued—‘i These
flies, in their fitst; or reptile state; are
granted a long term of life, compared to
its latter duration ; being from two to
three years. They are,while autilia,in~
habitants ‘of the water; but when they:
arrive at the state for transformation, they:
wait only the' approach of evening to
shake off their old garments. ' Scarcely
"abg they lifted above the surface of thie
- fluid’in which they have hitherto lived,
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than their sheathing-skins burst, . and
through the, cavity which it thus forms,
the fly issues,who at the same instant
unfolding its-wings, raisesitself into. the
air, and. the female hastens to drop .its
eggs back again. into tlie water. Of all
insects, this.appears to be the most pros
lific ; and it seems there is a necessity
for such a supply, as in the auriha state,
it is the  favorite food of .every kind of
fresh-water fish. . In vain do these little
amma]s form galleries,at, the bottom of
the river, whence they never remove;
many kind of fishk bxe,al&mto their re-
treats, and thin their numbers.” x
< It is singular,” remarked the Mar,
ehloness, «that, I who have sever al evens
ings walked on this, terrace since my re-
sidence at the chateau,, should never
have seen this phenomenon before . i
<« It seldoms occurs, more. than three
evenings in the year,’ ‘ replied the Q‘Qunt,
« and those in th; midst of summer.
03 f
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; édhxe-obs_ervatiﬁns I made 'las‘tﬁ‘ﬁni}g‘hw

during ‘a solitary ramble on;the margin-
of the river, prepared me to expect the
sicht which this presents to you';and
eur morning’s conversation suggested to
mé the idea, that it could not fail of be-
ing interesting to yow.” »
17 Y ou have judged very rightly,” said
Stdney. ¢ Pray is-this astonishing specs
tacle confined to the Seine alone ?” ¢

- By no means ; it is to be seen in
equal pelfecmon on the borders of the
Rhine.”

& ‘The party now; on the prop@sal of the
Baroness, bent their- ‘steps towards the
chateau, returning in - the: same: order
they had set out, except that thé: Knight
walked silently by'the side of the Mar-
chioness, without again offering her the '
arm, ﬁ‘ogl whieh she - had withdrawn
hers, on Joining her friends at'the end: of
the@yénue. s §1 oal) el Taes
. He was roused ﬁa,om an absent fityin
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which he had been indulging, by Sid-
- ney, ‘who, lopking back, said, « My Sa~
bina, do you. observe the effect of those
moon-beams trembling on that foliage >

The queen of night had been some
~ time risen, and at that moment threw
her silvery light onthe angelic counte-
nance of the MdlCthﬂESS, tou«,hmo‘ lt
with inimitable softness. -

The Knight looked at her, as if ex<
pecting she would make some observa-
tion; but finding she interrupted not
the silence, he repeated, * Sabina ! —my
Sabina l=~what an invalaable privilege
does  your fiiend possess, in' daring to
pronounce those sounds so in unison
with ‘all ‘that is endearing and prea—
cious |” » A

¢« [ knew not,” said'the Marchioness,
“surprised at this new ‘start of singula-
- rity—*¢ 1 knew not, that it was a favorite
name of yours ; does it bear any affinity
tothat of ”—she abmpﬂy checked h@ﬁﬂf
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and the Knight continued with anima~
tion—* It is hers—by that spund, so fas=
cinating, is she called. Oh,1 < could weary
echo with lts repetition | Madam,\” he
contmued in a less lmpassmned voice,
¢ Icannot forget that you just now deign~
ed to shew aminterest in my fate.  You
will greatly soften its rigour, by some-,
times permitting me to. breathe, into,
that gentle ear,sorrows, in which; though
but for a short moment, yow have made
me feel you ¢un sympathize. = Will, you,
pardon'the many instances of savage ¢a»
price by whichd have proved the sweet-
ness of .your disposition, and not attrls
bute -to a matural ferocity of heart, ac=.
tifdns which are. the offsprings<of des~
pair |’ "
<1 should truly Lre301ce,” retumed.
Sa.,b,m.a, ¢ g0 see your mind restored .to-
its propér tone ; but it appears to mey.
Chevalie) I, that if your hopes are as des=
p@gt@ as you at tnn,es represent. them,

%
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agfmwmau,nmw:@, then indulging uses .
Jess rtegrets, . would be endeavounng“m 5
 banish: an- ,@ku@s;; from your thoughts,
who seems cherigshed . onlyM ﬁll them ®
with bitterness.” ik,
¢ No 3> said.the. Kamght”““sﬂaere‘qr?
moments, -when _shexsheds ' into this.
bosom such. meﬁ'abl’e. delight, that for.
worlds I would not, atthe expense of one !
such:moment; releasemyself from years s
of suffering ! Hven nos, your condes.
scendingto allow mebut tospeak: of ‘hery
imparts @ portion of  that. happiness,
which all that relates to. gﬁtgexnkm in,
thig: devotediheart Puis, gav deriy 10N
~In saying this, he respectfully:drew
w&thm his avmy ghe hand of ithe Ma:'xehib
ness; who was gratified to see that plea.- :
sureonce more adorned his finedféatures;
and -no lenger felt a; shgdow of resenn-»
_ment for those passed : deﬁ@xenmes i
‘Memess tgwaxds herse}f for: 1 €
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,‘had Just offered 'an apology sufficiently
. amPIe ' iy B
« Andis Count Olesko the confident.
and encouracrer of your love?”  asked
Sabma ~
The Knight S‘:ghed deepj,y—-—-“ He has
never felt that passion,” said he, * con~
sequently knows not the. iseverity of the
wounds it can inflict; how ill then must
he be qualified to treat them with jndul-
.Gence ? In man I should vamly seekithe '
qoul-soothmg sympathy, which resides -
only in the bosom of your gentler sex,
with whose very nature, pity is so inter-
woven, that you can'compassionate the
weaknesses of ours, even when you have
not been taught zfaz compasion for .
them, by discovering kindred ones-in-
your own hearts. While I listened to-
the interesting narrative of yourbulfinch;»
and noted the anfrehc expression which
beargeg"ff from that soft countenancey'd
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tehéld there afl T required in the bomm,

into whose recesses’ T panted to ‘pom‘
ahy hiddeh sorrow i
" «8hall T tell ‘you,” asked the Mar-
chioness, “¢ what 1mpressmn some par-t
ofiyour conduct that ev‘enmg ‘made won
me ?~—orrather may I} put a questlon to
you; conniected with the 1dea you then
inspiedP 48 st F gt
- hMost féerfairﬂg}‘, ré’tﬁfﬁé‘d ‘thé‘
Knighty ¢ 'what is “there you coula' ask
whichT' should hesitate to answer.” ="
- % Saythen, have you not dlscoveréd
a sorhething in“my Sidrey, whlch T
- minds you of her you love #”- *
« She' does’ indéed 1 excl’a’itned the
Knight] ““and "6 stnkmgly, t}lat it'is.
impossible T can ever again separate
their images ‘in my contemplatlon of
either.”
- ““Then confess, morenuously Cheva-
lierithat yeu ‘have this evening felt dﬁﬁ
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pointment at the companion %em
«chance has allotted you . '

« Mistake e not,” said the ‘nght

solemnly; “your friend reminds me of
‘her Tlove; butstill sheis not that object.
And so far have~l been from envying the
pleasure Olesko has evidently derived
from her society, that T'have beenindulg-
ing the hope, that her graces will awaken
his dormant sensibility.” And added he
with fervour, < May thatexcellent being

~ taste all the exquisite bliss which love
‘can impart, uncheckered by those corro-

~ sive, cares, which, when unrequited, it
creates.” \

The subject of this ejaculation now
with his companion, turning back,joined
them,and the conversation became gene-
ral. In a few minutes the party arriving
.at the chateau, the Chevaliers depa.rted
on their return to Paris. .

. At supper, the Baroness informed

-
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her young friends, that she had ﬁxed on.
the next day, but one, for vmtmg her
hotel ; and as it was her intention to pay i
her duty to the Queen, she should not
return to the chateau till the following
day. - Sapieha had engaged to attend
her to Court ; and she had promised him
a sight of her laboratory. :

On the appointed morning the Baro-
ness sat off for Paris, and the friends on:
their usual stroll.

Deeply engaged in conversauon withs v
out having formed such a desigh, they
found themselves near the favorite pa-
vilion, which they had not \fisifed the
preceding day ; reaching the steps, they
were “ascending them, when they per-
ceived a person apparently buried in a
profound sleep, under the arcade which
surrounded the edifice.  On tip- -toe they
softly approached ; one arm tbwwn
across the face concealed his/features ;
but an object saluted the eyes of ‘&he .
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‘ Marchioness, which quickly revealed to

_her on whom they were now gazing.

" The vest of the sleeper, either from
the heat, or the posture in which he lay,
was thrown open at the breast, and dis-
covered, suspended there, a miniature !

Unconquerable curiosity made the
fair intruders stoop to examine it ; and
the Marchioness, though she dared not
breathe it, thought—now shall we be-
hold the features of this mysterious
lady !

END OF VOL, I.
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JOHN DE LANCASTER, a Novel
RICHARD CUMBERLAND, Eso. 3 vols. eleoanﬁy
printed, s )
** The first edition of this popular Novel,
was so‘ld off within the short space of ten da
cond is now nearly exhausted. For
n its favor—Fide Quarterly Review—
ug(mme—Cnlzcal Review, &c. &c.

THE (’FB&FRVFR being a Qollection of Mo-
ral, .T.Lermv, and ol bqsave By Rrcuann
; CUMBN. AhD, Esg, I‘Aéhﬂl Edition, 3 vols, 155,
HENRY ; a Novel, by RicHARD CyMBER
LAND,‘ESQ 4vvols 1.

AhU"IDI Licie Nove] , by RICHABD CU MB&R-::;”
’“D 1‘50: Q e 75 R et gt i

b

DELPHIM, by mnmm DE STAEL, v
b cmnpw‘v, 8s.

UOMANCES, NOVELS, and TAILS, by M
i VOLTAIRL, eatly pnntLJ with a fine Portiaif;
2 vols. 8vo. 9s.
faire, after o npleting the circle of Tde:
has favoureu the world with Zadig, the
nd several other tales and romauces, i i
Dlends plriosophy with entertaining and

mterestmfr table, caleulated to banish the Gloomy' |
. drowns ot mmnhu‘op} ; and pelhaps, . these
aiter produc tons of ‘his; pen; he evinces maore
i ’\lz m)% tnan i any other of his works. e




