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‘GERMAN SORCERESS, 3
’ thmk bht that I am every way wrctcbed
from her lofs!”

When, however, he obtamed undoubted
“intelligence of her having failed on the pre-
ceding night, he was worked up to a diftrac-
tion of mind little thort of frenzy. The
difappointment of love was little lefs morti-
fying than the wounds of offended pride;
and the indignation he feltat being decd;ed,
asitreflected upon"thcdifcretiohandvigﬁance
of his condu, added to the poignancy of
his feelings. Rcvengé foon rofe upon his
mind, and fubdued all other paffions to it-
felf. He refolved to gratify it at every ha-
zard, and to facrifice not only the innocent
lldefonfa, but her family, to his vengeance,
Steiner, no lefs than thofe whom he fuf-
pected of affifting Ildefonfa in her flight, was
the obje& of his greateft inveteracy} anci
the Cardinal becams ona fudden as great an

‘l Y 7
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'« GEBMAN SORCERESS: n
feemg her foreign guefts, thad that her
hufband fhould be Jiffatisfed with hxs ine

tended vifit:

Veneruzzy protefted hat. e antxcnpated
the happinefs which would refult fiom the
vifit with the warmeft fatisfa&tion; that
Theodore and his family were endeared to
him from their firft appearance, and that he
longed to confolidate-a. fnend[hxp fo aufp1=~

. eioufly commenced. -~

* Tamy ceptains’? faid Ildefonfa, « thaf:
you will be pleafed with your journey, and’
your reception will be that of ancient hof=~
pitality. The worthy Marquard, whofe
friendfhip you have already eiperienccd,',
will be rejoiced to fee you in his itive
country; and I fhall feel a grateful pleafure:
in paying him my acknowlédgments.”

¢« I will introduce you-to all our friends

‘and the Kdights of our neighbourhoed,”
B 6 ‘ faid:
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has a malfgnity of heart feconded by 2
Jhrewdnefs of underftaading, which makes
me dread the fuccefs of any projet on whivch;_.
his infatiate revenge may drive him.”
- ¢ Tldefonfa has judged rightly of his cha-
rater,” faid Father Bernard,. ¢ and I pars
take of her fears; it is on this ac_count;'rny‘
Lord, that I advife your fpeedy departu're..’.’r
« What,” faid §teiner, «if 1 fhould at--
tempt to fet cunning againf cunning ! g
will wait on him with pretended thanks for
his care of Ildefonfa; I will thus found his-
defign, and may poffibly difarm his anger.”’
% Xou are not aware,” replied Ildefon(a,.
« of Cardinal Conftantine’s charader: he -
will not be a-dupe to zkee, my dear Steiner;.
but will rather 'entrap you in his own
fnares by Lis. {uperiority of. cunning- and ;
wic.kednefs.’f :
: & Bupe
s
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« Butl yet think,” added Stéiner, “ he
mav be convinced ox his fruitlefs efforts to
poflefs thee; at leaft, he may be deceived
for a time. Let us once get clear of Ve-
nice, and we are fecure from his® machina-
tions : he would not dare to follow us; and
if he did, he could not injure us.’

‘¢ Something of this pature may Be ac-
*comphﬁled,” fald, Father Bernard ; ¢¢ atjleaﬁ:
if one part of your fcheme difpleafe us, we
will not on that account reje& the whole.
I will alfo wait on him, notwithftandisg my
repugnance to hold converfe with him. The
arms of knavery may be turned againft it-
- felf; they may be wielded for this purpofe
by an honeft man, without leaving any
‘contam'ination of guilt behind them.”

« I agrec with Father Bernard,” faid

Veneruzzy ; “ vice would be an overmatch

for

—
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‘fellions he knew he did not deferve, en-
quired what he had done to merit fuch gra-
titude, <
¢ ¢ Affuredly,” replied Steiner, ¢ Ilde-
fonfa and myfelf will ever be indebted to
'yo'ur Emihencc; and, as fhe is nmow Inine,
‘accept our united gratitude. She acknow=
ledges the kindnefs of your prote&ion when
I left herin the Ifland of Corfou; my friend
Bruno is no lefs warm and enthufialtic in
his. gratitude to your Eminence, and Jyou;
have been the means of reconciling me to
Ildefonfa, and both of us to her family.”

Conftantine lxﬁened to this addrefs in
fome confufion. He immediately believed
that Ildefonfa had been filent with refpé& to
what had paffed, and had even prevailed
upon Steiner to pay him this vifit.

« Sir Knight,” faid he, ¢ pardon me if
this courtefy confounds me. I have done
no
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‘e 1 cannot rendcr you that fervice,” fzud
'Bcrnard :

« ¥ hat,” replied Conftantine, ¢ do you
réfufe your good offices towards rcconcili’hg
us? You who have fo often afferted that
you knew your duty, are yox afraid to truft
me? 1 will candidly confefs that I formerly
entertained a ftrong paffion for Iidefonfa ;
but this has ceafed on hor becoming the
wife of another man. She has now no fur-
ther attractions -for me; reft, thercfore,
{atisfied on that point.” ;

- Father Bernard ftill perﬁf’ted i refuﬁng
to introduce Conftantine to Veneruzzy, and
denied his own efforts to éromotc the recon-

_ ciliation; at the fame time he affured him
. that, on prefenting himfelf to that Noble-
man, he would meet the receptlon his rank

~ ‘demanded, ;

On
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‘fonfa-, or the air of confidence T affumed,
that T might not betray the paft. I re-
ctived Steiner fo well, he thewed fo ardent’
“a zeal for you, mixed with friendfhip for
me, that I think, after having gives fuch a
proof of your genius, you may make of
him juft what you pleafe.” .
« I confels, my Lord, I am at a Iofs 0
comprehend you!”
* ¢« He did not inform you then,” conti-
nued Conftantine, “¢¢ that he came to thank
me for having given you an afylum’ under
my roof &+ Yet 1 cannot believe he would
have taken fuch a ftep without your appro=-
bation.\' I prefume to flatter myfelf. that
 your averfion for me is fomewhat decreafed,'
and that you are brought at laft to confide
in my profefions.” . :
“ My Lord,” replied Ildefonfa, « I
thought it my duty to hide from my huf-
€ 2 band
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1 band what, if, pofiible, I would make you
f6rget I wifhed not \to make him your
| enemy, by revealing your ‘Crime againft‘me ;.
but you deceive yourfelf if you fuppofe
my (entlments with refpe& to yourfelf are
_changed: they are fhe fame, my Lord,

~with thofe I entertained for you w'h‘en I had *

the misfortune to be thrown into your

_ power. But now my demand to be un-
‘ affaileddby your bafe propofals is fironger, -
' as my duties are more multiplied. I de- -
Ew:‘larc to you that my life, my. parents, and
t my hufband are very dear to me; yet am T
} not {0 anxious for the prefervation of all
| thefe, as for the purity of my conicience.
i Blkt if you, my L.ord, have been induced
to renew your conneétion ‘with my ﬂumly‘
' for the purpofe of practifing upon my ho-
; nour, I beg ‘you will defift, and vifit this
- villa no more. Beware left Steiner fhould
. g i ininecE .
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fuf'peéf you: his noble {pirit, fpurnmg at
the flighteft contagion of infamy,,k wotld
ompafs a revenge upon you, [hould he but
half fufpeé’c your intentions.’

Saying this, fhe abruptly leftuhilé.

Words are unequal to the defcription of
“the Cardinal’s rage at thus becoming a
fecond time the dupe of a girl whom he
plainly perceived to defpile him. Angry
with himfelf for having made advantes to-
“wards a reconciliation with Véneruzzy, and
fearful left the prudence of Ildefonfa giving.
way to indignation, fhe fhould unmafk him
to the world, his love ‘was_ now converted
into a hatred deadly and implacable, and,
he refolved to concert fome projeds for a
triumphant ‘revenge. He had haftily tra-
verfed, for fome time, the different paths of -
the grove, when he Obﬁri'ed in a bay of
the gulph a veffel which fevcra] perfons

i : c3- were

@
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~were émployed. in lading. The Cardinal
,.paufed a moment,’ and colleted -his
1 thoughts. - It was fome matter of furprﬂc
‘to him that a veffel fhould be in a place *
‘where it .was not cuftomary to fee any.
¢ This furnithed an obje& of contemplation,
‘and a half- dioe{’ced'plot had already broken
il upon his mind. : :

~Whilft-Conftanténe is occ’upled in fuch
_.meditations, anxious to feize every oppor=
tunity which effered for -revenge,: and. ne'g-
Jeting nothing to overwhelm ‘in one:gene-
ral ruin a family which bhad never injured
“him, let us turn our eyes towards: Germany, -
“where we  lately left Marquard, having re-
duced . to afhes the ,Convent of :the. Au- :
guftins, ; '

0
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fe'vejral'complaints had already reaghed thé -
Emperor.
~ ““ He has then been gmlty ofa frefh
crime,” faid Otho, who had forgotten hlS :
fervices; ¢ I have already forgiven him.
Peihap8 Gennebald and Werdman were in-
~nocent of the crimes which he laid to their
charge.” :
This Prince, “ho no longer entertained
any frxend(hnp for Marquard after due re-
ﬁcétlon, declared that he merited the moft
fignal punithment. He cited him before.
‘his tribunal; and knowing he would not
: ;epair;thither without a pafs, he fent him
one for t[irec months, figned by himfelf.
The meflenger to whom it was entrufted,
arrived at Ludenbourg, where the news
of his miffion fpread a general confernation.
Marquatd, no lefs gallant than loyal,
refolved

|
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- ¢ But, in fpite of all ‘,’pe’rils, insdefiance
of death itfelf, the Emperor fhall fee that

I am ,é worthy defcenfant of the unfortyi-

; fxiate Theodore, and thaty having inhcrited 35

POI’thﬂ of his undaunted {purit, no danger

 fhall appal me.’

This feftival was any thmg but a fcene
of mirth and -hilarity; it was clouded with
méignbho_ly and regret, and was, in fa&, a
very antidote to pleafure. At length’ the’
day fixed for his departure arrived. The

- foreboding mind of Marquard was more

than ufually opprefled. Clafped in the

arms of his beloved Clara, fcarcely could

he bid-her adieu. 'Whilft prefling her with
ah unreftrained warmth of affeCtion to his
bofom, he exclaimed, in a tone of melan-

choly which went to her heart—
= Perh‘a'ps this may be our final em-
brace; fomething whifpers me that I fhall
: CC,ne:v?e.r
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*fiever feg you more.  But if the meafiire of

my evil deftiny be complete, if my fon is
dpomed to be an srphan, do thou fome-

times remind him of a father who loved

him, and be more thana mother to him.”
He then burft from her prefence, leaving

her in an agony of forrow. |
- Marquard haftened from the village, and

was accompanied by Bruno and Kurt. »

Durmg hls abfcnce from Ludenbouro'
many events occurred in its vxcmlty, of
which we are now about to ent_er into a
detail. : ¥ '

When Gennebald had affaﬁiﬁaiéd Theo
dore in the Augultin’s Convent, as we have
already feen, and, apprehenfive ‘of Mar-
quard’s refentment, had ﬁ\.d for ﬂie!tér, he
repaired to Magdebourg. Aiji;zed at
Amberg, in Bavaria, he faw;""ilis brother
Werdman, who came -to feck hxm in the

@ > c6 Convent

’
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Convent, where he had dlfgulfed hunfclf i
the habit &f a Monk, unacquamted with
what had pafled. They remained a few
" weeks at Amberg, where they heard 'ﬁf
th¢ complai»nt bro.ught before the Emperor
- againft J\/Ia;quard, Wﬁofc ruin appeared in-
evxtable 3
Gennebald was no fooner mformed of
- Marquard’s departure for Magdebourg,
than he repaired~ to the environs of that
city, ‘hc_compaﬁied by Werdman and one
hundred ftipendiary, and concealed himfelf
with his efcort in the foreft, e
“Werdman, of a difpofition lefs relentlefs
than his brother, thought they had fuffi-
ciently perfecuted the unhappy Marquard ;
but\ Gennebald was obftinate in his pro-
je€ted revenge. At midnight, and at the
head .of . hxs followers, he furprifed the
fortrefs .of Ludenbourg, and. made himielf
mafter, -

L

<

Q
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\;maﬁcr-of the Caftle.. He aflaffinated all
3 %
that fell in his way, and plundéred without

remorfe. Clara‘and, her child were dragged
from their bed, and feized by their inhuman
,Ape‘rfccut—ors. . When this work of -devafta-
tion was complete, Gcnnebaldi)bom off his
prey, and concealed himfelf in a rocky and
almoft impenetrable recefs. ., :

At a fmall diftance from Ludenbouyg is
an immenfe chain of nlountains,- which fe-
‘parate Bavaria from Carinthia and the Tyrol,
of an appearance fo majeﬁlcally terrific -as
to infpire a degree of awe in every miad.
Tn the center of thefe mountains Gennebald
took refuge with Clara and his plunder.
‘He eftablithed himfelf in the ruins of an
ancient fort, and prepared to enjoy the firft-
fruits of his crimes in the poffcflion of
Clara; but her virtuerw_as proof againft
his entreaties, and the ferocity of his cha-

: » » racter
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racter- had mfpxrcd her with an mfuperable
‘hatred
i’ercemng that hi¢ prayers could Rot
- move her to compliance, he affumed a tone,
of feverity ; and fnat‘cﬁixi:g her child from
her arms, Ife exclaimed—
% This fhall be the hoftage for your love!
Is the life of your infant dear to you?—To .
comply with my entreaties, is thc only way to
prei’er\?e e : -
Dgeadful was the extremity to which
Clara was now reduced. Tendernels for
her child, and regérd for her hutband’s ho=
nour, tore her bofom with conflicting
paffions ; but the conteft was of thort du-
ration. : 5
- ¢ Monfter!”. fhe exclaimed, “ if the
death of my guiltlefs infant be refolved
upon, do at lea{t one a& of mercy, and
cxtend the fame fate to me’ “The honour
| 5 : o of

L 2
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© of my hufband is in my kee,ping, and itr

{ha}l €ver remain unfullled Wxth me.”
¢ Thou haft pmaDunced ” faid Gcnne.
% ba}d “ the death-warrant of thy child1”

Clara fainted at thefe words, and, but

for the timely prevention of Wordrhan, the
threat of Genneb;dd would have been‘car-
ried into execution.

Clara foon recovered her fenfes; but it
was only to experience 2 daily. repetition of

“her fufferings. Her anxiety for her huf=

band’s health, and the afliGing thought
that her infant might become the victim
of a monfter, unworthy the name of man,
had reduced this unhappy woman to a ftate
" which it was more ealy to conceive than to
dcfcrnbe.

In the meantime Marquard had ‘arrived
at Magdebourg, and appeareﬂ before the
Emperor

& ff Marquard,”

’ -~
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Ligitee Marquard ” faid the. Prlncq, in the |
authoritative tone of a Judge, “ how long
am 1 to pafs over yourtcrimes in impunity?”
. «Aps long as my aétions, mighty Prince,”,
replied Marquard, * are not. to be decmed
crirr.lina‘i' e
~ “ You deny your guilt then,” faid the
Emperor, with unufual aufterity ; e byt
I {se’ that your meafure of wickednefs is
now full. Alas! perhaps Gennebald and
Werdman have been unjuftly punithed.’
The bandage, I]OWgVCT, is at length re- -
moved from my eyes; it is you, it is your-
fclf Marquard, who have fet my authority
at defiance !-——What demon could infpire
jou with‘the infernal purpofe of affaffinat-
ing an Abbot, and reducing his Convent to

| afhes? Even your vaflals have become
mdxgnant at fuch condu@: they have

5 quitted

o &

©
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,q‘aiAt‘ted ygur domains, and brought hither
their complaints againft you.”  *
‘; My, Lord,” replied Marquard, “ do

ot thus condemin me unheard : a faithful

narrative of what has paffed will ‘clear me -
of the charge.” Y
Marquard heze entered into a full detail
of the paft-occurrences; but Otho did not
perceive any thing which might tend to
palliate an a& fo extraordinary. Had the
Empercr retained his ufual wifdom, *had
not his prejudice againft Marquard dazzled
/a judgment otherwife not eafily deceived,
he \}yould doubtlefs have feen every thing
in more favourable colours‘, and would have
pardoned an act of paffion, if not of juf-
tice, to which Marquard had been hurried
by his filial piety: but as the fufpicion,
which, in defpite of his bettcr reafon, ftill
rankled in hxs mind, had chanoed his former
e : : fr1end[hlp
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* Marquard in vain endeavoured to defend
- himfelf ; his judge was prejudiced‘ and his
-arguments had no otl@r effet than: that
of, increafing the mdlgnanon of the Em-
peror. . ¥
¢ Return home,” faid he, < and 4here
await the punifhment -which your crime
merits. My paffport will prote& you till
_its expiration, and juftice will hereafter
{fummon you-to anfwer its’ demands. Re-
tire! I cannot confider you but as guilty.”
Marquard departed from Magdebourg
without' . further .delay, .It was now : the
month of May, and Nature wore her
accuftomed livery .at this period. The
fields fmlled with verdure ; the gardens and
orchards, which bordered the road by which
Marquard was travelling, exhaled an odour
«-which rcvued the hearts of men, and mxght

have |
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overivhelmed with the weight of his fuffer~
ings, and all fentiment of pleafure and pain

extingyithe¢ within - hifi.  Long accaf-
tomgd to Misfortune, he was at length
ftunned by ‘her blows; and, from excefs of
fuffering, had almoft attained the happy
point of mfenﬁbxhty

Being unable to underfland the confufed
narratives of the peafants, accompaniéd by *
_ Bruno and Kurt he took the road to Lu-
denbourg . His arrival was not announced
by the keeper of the tower, but he en-
tered the court-yard by a private door.

The pavement and even the fairs were
firewed with dead bodies. The found of
their feet echoed throﬁgh' the plundered
apartment_s. '

After having fearched the Caftle, they
defcended again into the court, and” found

feveral
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by the noife, we ruthed out in our defence :
many of our comrades have fallen; we
alonediave‘efcaped alive.” Though the twb :
leaders of the brigands were dx(guxfed we
bad ‘no difficulty in recognifing them for
Gennebald and Werdman.” 5

“"Yes, Bruno,” faid Marquard, <« I
could die contented, if I could avenge
myfelf upon thefe monfters s

¢« My friend,” faid Bruno, “] am gomg
to. my father, and will return to-tnot-
row  with two hundréd chofen cava-
liggs.” ;

Bruno accordmgly departed, leaving
Marquard a prey to refleflions of the moft
melancholy nature, His heart was op-
prefled with grief, and tears. of  anguilh
flowed {rom his eyes, "Nothing indeed.
could be more afﬂ_i&ing than, the contraft
of his prefent and  paft condition. He

5 endeavoured
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endeavoured to repref's thofe bufy tho‘ugﬁts
of his mind, the 1ndu]gence of which led
to the lofs of his reafon, At the apprbach
of night, he threw himfelf difconfolate
upon his bed ; fleep’ overtook him, anfl the
‘moft horrid dreams prefented themfelves
to his imagination. :
At daybreak the trumpet fummoned him
to join the troopg of Bruno.
¢¢ They have fworn,” faid Bruno: % o
accomplith our rev enoe, or fall in the
attempt. -My father has already departed
in purfuit of the brigands, to whom we
owe cur misfortunes.” - 2 '
< Tet not his hafte re};roach our delay,”
replied Marquard, mounting his horfe.
% Life is not life to me, till 1 have avenged
myfelf upon thefe hateful monfters !”
“With thefe words, he gave the command *
to depart, and was obeyed without further
delay.

C
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delay. They traverfed the foreft, and ex-
plored the underwood and caverns, in one’

-of the Iatter of which they were com-
pelled to pafs the night. On the follow- -
ing morning Marquard perceived a hut,

and, upon the propo(al of Bruro, they
rode up to it.

It is needlefs to fay that it was the fame
~ hut which Marquard had, before vifited—
the abode of the hermit, from whom he
had learned the affaflination of his father.
The firft obje® which prefented itfelf to
them as they entered; ftruck them with
horror. |
< It is my father!” exclaimed Bruno,
 with a ftart of horror. '

It was indeed the aged Louiz laying "
upon a bundle of ftraw :  his {word and"
armour were placed under his h‘gad, and
his vef’cment was covered with blood. He

WoLerir, D raifed

-
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raifed his head ullaon their entry, (ized the
hand of Bruno, and -pr'onouncixig the name
. of Clara, and poinfing to the miountains
* where fhe was detained, he expired. &

“ He is dead then!” exclaimed Bruno. .
“* Vengeance, vengeance upon hxs murder-
ers!—he has pointed out to us their ve-
treat. Behold this wound in bhis back !
My mind much ‘deceivcs me, or he re-
ccifrcd it from the cowardly {fword of Gen-
nebald or Werdman, But let us haften
and avenge his death.” '

They were upon the point of leaving the
‘hut, when the hermit entered, and went
towards the corpfe of Louiz, which ap-
‘pe'aréd) the firfl objec of his attention.

-« Ah!” faid he, « death has then anti-
cipated me!— Peace be with thec, thou foul:

of a nahteous man!”’
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~* He now turned to Marquard..
« Marquard' de Reineck,”  faid he,
« lifteri’to what I have to relate. The'
body which you behold there, is that of
Louiz, your friend ‘and feudatory. Ij is but
a few hours fince that he entered my hut,
and, being unable to fupport himfelf, funk
upon  the ground, through his lofs of
‘blood. He informed me that in the ab-
fence of Marquard, ‘Gennebald and Werd-
man had attacked his Caftle by night, had
maflacred the domeftics, and catried off
Clara and her child; that, having re-
ceived informétio_n of this cataftrophe, he
had departed in purfuit of the brigands, at
the head of thirty men; and that having
- traverfed all the adjacent country, he had
at length come up with them in the moun- :
‘tains; that his followers had fallen in the’
combat, and that he had not gained my
i o At hut

- >



[ GERMAN SORCERESS.

hut without theA greateft difficulfy. His
weaknefs now mcreafcd I left bim in
fearch of fome hcrbs; but I behofd hiwm,
upon my return, beyond all human affift~:
ance. —God be with him!”

Bruno and Marquard drew their fwords,
and again joining their troops, departed in
queft of the aflaffins, Having reached
their place of c&ncealmem, the combat
commenged. Marquard became furious,
broke open all the doors, and was thunder-
ftruck when, upon entering one of the
apartments, he beheld Clara weltering in
her blood !

Gennebald fled, upon the defeat of his
brigands, to a Church. Marquard fol-
Iowed bim; and_forgetting in his indigna-
tion the fanctity of the place, plunged his
fword into his heart, even in the prefence =
of the altar.

. :T.he

T
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"The "Monks, aﬂ‘if’ced by a‘K’nigh‘t who
happened to be prefent, feized  the ex-
hfufted Marquard, and, irritated at- the -
¢ profanation of the fan&uary, and tlie
apparent murder, dragged him chained to
thelr Convent. Upon the fol]omng day
he was fent to Ratifbon, to take his trial
at the enfuing Diet, to which he was
already fummoned tosanfwer his fo;met
tranfaftions. As the enmity of the'Em-‘
péror towards him was well known, Mar~
quard began already to prepare himfeff for
the fcaffold, which he beheved to await
him, :

i sy ¥ cHAR
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CHAP. I :

WI;IILST Marquard was engaged with -
~ Gennebald, Bruno had attacked Werdman,
" and made him prifoner, His fword, how- .
éver, fell from his hand as he beheld Clara
weltering in her blood. He recovered his
fpirits fufficiently to examine her, and at
length difcovered that fhe yet lived. She
at length opened her eyes, ‘recognifed
Bruno, and demanded her child. Upon
feeing the floor ‘covered with blood, fhe
imagined it was that of her murdered child,
: and

L8
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and relapfed into a ftate of infenfibility. By
' this time a furgeon arrived, and undertook
‘to recover her, b
« Leaving her in the hands of the fuzgeon,
Bruno departed in fearch of the child. The
ery of an infant, which iffued from an adja-
cent tower, attrated his attention: he
afcended, broke open the door, and found
the objec of his fearch. Carrying it to the
apartment in which be .\had left its mothes,
~he delivered it into the hands of Kurt, but
- commanded him to hold it afide till he had.
prepared the mother for a {cene, which me-
naced fo powerful an effect upon her feel-
ings. ‘ | 2
B'run'o found Clara recovered, by the
fkill of her furgeon, from her ftate of ig-
fenfibility ; but fhe appeared in Rill greater
“afliction than before. :
D “ My
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¢« My, brother—-—my Bruno !’® faid fhe,
as he approached "her, ¢ why did you
leave me? Alas! it 1s now that Iweed your
fraternal affetion,” 0

g Compofe yourfelf, my fiter!” faid
Bruno, Y your misfortunes will foon be at
an end: Gennebald has ﬂed and I Kave
_captured Werdman,”

<« I have no, terrors on my own ac=

~ count, for I have loft  every thing:
Marquard is at the mércy of an .un-
grateful Prince, who will facrifice him to
his hatred ; and my unhappy infant is I fear
v murdered Alas! why have you awakened
me from my happy fj(%te of infenfibility, toa
life and confcioufnefs worfe than the moft
painful of deaths? Oh - that I could
again return to a happy oblivion of misfor-
~_tunes which are beyond any human efforts-

to fupport ! Bruno, you have forgothn in
; i thefc
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&z

thefe efforts your ufual- humanrty‘ In re--
ﬂformg me to life, ygu have only awakened :
me to 'mlfery!” ; y

¢ Perhaps,” replied Bruno,v.,“you over=:
rate your misfortunes, The. horrog of your-
ﬁtuatmn ‘has fo violently- aﬂ'e&ed your- 1ma-
gmatlon, that you-are ‘the:vi&tim of terrors:
which. have- no exiftence but in your own -
fancy. Your child perhaps may. yet live.” -

«-Oh!” replied fhe, . do not endeavour
to adminifter -2 confolation of which I am - ‘
* no longer capable. My misfortune is coma- |
plete.”

<« Your child liygs,’” faid Bruno—¢ I am
perfuaded of it :“promife me that you will
exert your fortitude, and fupport yourfelf
~ with the tranquillity which is indifpenfable
to your heélth, .and I will _,bring__hirﬁ".to :
you”

« What do you mean 2 fid Clara..

Gl P, 8¢ Docs
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- “Does my°child indeed yet lnve? And

|

. fhall T again fee him?”,

" Bruno could no longer fee the anxzcty of

t the tender and weeping Clara, without a
| defire to terminate her doubt in a happy

. certainty. He 'made a fign to the fur'geo‘nl)
. that he fhould fetch the young Marquard.

Clara "no' fooner perceived. him, than fhe
‘feized him from thé arms of the furgeon,

- and prefling him to her bofom with the.

| eager embrace of a young mother, bedewed
' him with her tears.

* Bruno was jultly fearful left the feeble “

‘ﬁ'ame of Clara thould Q‘er from this vio-
lence of her agitation; with fome diffi-

. culty, therefore, he took the child from
. Her.

¢ You muft pardon me, my fifter,” faid
he, ¢ that I wilh to participate your plea-

fure, and in my turn embrace your child.” .

3 5 o C'I‘a_ra

{
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CIara fmiled, and yielded. -

She was ignorant. t that fhe had thankod
Marquard for her refcux, as wuch as him-
‘felf. He thought it prudent for the prefent
to conceal this mrcumﬂ:ance, left ﬂ:e thould:
mﬁff upon feeing him, and’ thus again ex-
pofe herfelf to the danger of falling into the
- hands of Gennebald. He confmanded:
her to be immediately condu@ed to his:
Caftle. | ’
R quérter of an hour had fcarcely elapfed:
after her departure *when Kurt arrived:
almoft out of breath, and in loud excla~
mations rcqmrcd f\medxate affiftance.—
Bruno demanded of him the caufe of his:
hurry and alarm. ' SE

« Alas! Sir Knight,” he exclaimed,
¢ my Lord,. the Count Marquard, is taken:
prifoner: the domeflics of that Convent:
which you fee in the plain, have loaded bim:

g S maln : with:
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with chams. He was in purfuit of Genne-
bald who fled to a Church My mafter
-in the prefence of the altar facrificed him'to
_ his juft indignation. The Prieft quitted®
the altar—the people rofe in a tumult—
Marqua‘rdt'was feized, and hurried into the -
Convent. Save him, or he muft perifh 1 -
Brumo, taking Werdman with him, de-
parted with his wagriors. The neighbour-
hood was ‘thronged with people, who ran
thither in crowds, and began to murmur at
~what they {o ill underftood. Bruno forced
his way through the crowd, furrounded the -
Convent with his foldiers, and demanded
the immediate releafe of Marquard.—The
Monks, however, excufed themfelves, by
faying that they had furrendered him to the
Ixmght who had been prefent at the Church
when the aé’c was committed, ,
Bruno

LY
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-~ Bruno fummoned the Caftle of this
Knight. The latter, however, exculed

‘himfelf, by faying'tﬂat he had fent him to

Ratifbon. Bruno, enraged, was about to .
give the command to ftorm the Caftle; but
he liftened to the prudent advice of Kurt,

- and returned to Grayenech.

Louitgarde ruthed forth to embrace her
hufband; fhe demanded of him if he® had

-learned any thing of his father, and why

Marquard delayed.

¢ Alas!” rcpficd_he-,. -] have loft both
my brother and my father.. Thy brother
is loaded with irons, and my father has been
killed tn the pur(uit of the brigands- who

- carried off Clara. Alas! the whole family

will foon be extin&. Theodore, Matilda,
and my father, are all dead, s Marquar;:l
in expeftation of his fate.  Clara had
‘nearly perithed by the hand of Gennebald;

o the
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 the latter, bowevcr, has at length paxd the:
forfeit of his crimes.’ .
. He here related what had befallen Her
Brother. >

« I am going,” added he, ¢ to endea~
vour to prevent his death by an un_]u[’c fen»
tence ; I am going to Ratitbon. In the
meantime T muft entruft Clara to you: be
" carefal that fhe lea.fns not her hufband’s
captivity.”

Abforbed in that grief which it is-eafier to-
l conceive than defcribe, Bruno commenced:
~ his journey ‘to Ratithon, accompanied by.
Kurt. - Having reached the Caftle of Rit~
ttrhadfén, he ftopped to refrefh his horfes,
 He entered the grove where folitude and.
filence reigned, and nought was feen to-
" move bug the leaves of the trees agitated by
~ the wind. He was tormented by athoufand.
b5 affliGting

¢
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aﬁii&ing thoughts, when he was obferved
by Menna, :

« Bruno,” faid he, awakening him by
this addrefs from his mclanchol); reﬂeétiohs,
‘ are you come to confirm the intelligence .
of my daughter's death? I have received
the fatal news from a foldier who fought
with you inthe combat.” ;

« You aré deceived, my Lord,” faid
Bruno; ¢ Clara has efcaped the death which.
Gennebald had prepared for her. Mar-
quard, however, is in the bowcr of his
enemies 3 he ‘is chained, and a prifoner..
Let us unlte our efforts, my Lord, and ap-
pear in the approaching Diet, to eftablifh his
innocence. He is at gnce your fon and
your friend, and his fole crime is that he has
avenged the death of his father. Why
muft he perith for an a@ of equal juftice
and gratitude? Itisa common caufe, my

i Lqrd;
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Lord 5 We are equglly,' intcref’ied.. in. his de-

-
fence. <

A
¢ You need not,” faid- Menna, “ be-

thus earneft in your entreaties: you nfay
belieye me that I fhall not be wanting ia the

caufe of my fon. We will fly together,.

and throw ourfelves at thefeet of Otho : he

is equally generous and. magnanimous ; he
<

will forget his emenity in his graticude, when

we fhall recall:to his memory that he owes
his life to hxm whom he now pcrfecutes as
his enemy.” =
- The followers of “Bruno now.arrivéd with.

Werdman in chains. .

<« What do I behold?” 'fgid Menna—-

“ Werdman in your power I””
. % Yes,” replxed Bruno; ¢ 1 bear him ta

L=

that tribunal - which .is affembled for. the -

trial of Marquard,”

oss- - Let-
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¢ Lebus fly then,” faid Menna, ‘¢ nor
_ lofe an inftant!? ® ' .

Menna and Bruno® arrived at Ratifbon at_
.the moment that the Emperor was collect-
ing the votes, ;

¢ Stop!” exclaimed Menna ; « Be careful
left your hafte (hould lead you into the in-
Juftice of condemning the innocent. Hear
in the behalf of the accufed an evxdc’nce
I can produce. "

' ¢ Or tremble,” faid Bruno, ¢ left the
Supreme Judge thould one day call you to
anaccount for your injuftice. Here is Werd-
n@an, the brother of G‘énnebald, and an
accomplice in his crimes. Prince,” conti-
nued he, addrefling himfelf to the Empe-
ror, « can you fo far forget the power of
which you are the Vicegerent;, as to feek to
flain your hands in the biood of the in-

nocent ? . Can you forget that Marquard
. ' formerly

o
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formerly faved the life of his Efiperor at
the ritk of his own? Is it a crime to
_avenge the death of a father upon monflers
. unworthy the name of men?” | o
A confufed murmur-ran through the
affembly.© Otho arofe, and ‘commanded
the witnefles to ftand forth. ‘
5 [ ec Eurobe,” faid he, ¢ acknowledge -
the juflice of theip Emperor,” =
Prince Henry, who prefided at the tribua
nal in the name of the Emperor, put the
_proper queftions- to Werdman. He eon-
feffed the whole, and acknowledged himfelf -
guilty of what Bruno had accufed him.
< Alas!” faid he, <1 fall 2 juft facrifice
to my blind indulgence to the criminal pur-
fuits of my brother; but if any thing can
confole me upon my execution, it is the
refle@ion that I prevented him from plung-
ing is fword into the bofom of Clara. I
: have
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have well*merited the fentence which the
juftice of the Emperor has pronounced.””
5

Menna® and Bruno. hurried Marquard

from a city which had been fo nearly fatal to
him, Hedid not thus witnefs the executlon
of Werdman. They took the road to Rit-
terhaufen, where they remamed fome time,
that Bruno might prepare Louitgarde and
Clara for learning by degrees the happy

termination of Marquard’s affairs. No-

thing indeed could have been more neceflary
than this prior preparation, as the health of
both was much affeGted by the late events.

The morning after their arrival at the -

Caftle, they were {urprifed with the fight of
a firange cavalier, who, difmounting at the

gate of the Caftle, demanded to fee Count .

Marquard.
Marquard appearmg at this ummons —

“My

\
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¢ My Lord,” faid the cavalier, ¢ the
Emperor is on his Wway to your Caftle ; he
has fent me before,  to prepare you for his .
vifit. He is: accompamed by ouly twa of
his guards.”

- Thisvifit was fo wholly unexpected, that

- Marquard could only regard the meflenger
in filent aftonifhment; but, upon recover-
ing himfelf, he haftencd to inform Menna
of this ﬁngular event. - They hurried to
the gates of the Caftle, and called forth
their vaflals and domeflics, to receive the
Emperor.in the manner which fuited his
dluftrious rank. Both, however, were
alike unable to conjeGure the purpofe of the
vifit. Their converfation, however, was
now interrupted by, the arrival of their
guelt,

‘¢ Be not {urprifed,” faid he, Mar-
quard,.
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quard, thaf your Emperor approaches your
Caftle. T am come w1t'h no other purpofe
but to folicit your foroxvenefs of an injuflice
to which treachery has led me. *The con-
{piracy of your enemies, which was more
powetful than ever before united t& cicf’croy '
a private man, has deceived me in common
with others. ' I was taught to believe that
you had been guilty of the black treafon of
feducing the wife of your Sovereign. You
can no longer be furprifed that my dcpbrt‘-
ment towards you has been fo unworthy of -
your merits; and that inftead of one to’
whom I owed,.my life, I have ever rcga;rded
you as the worlt of my enemies. Could I
refift what furpaffed all human efforts—the
united teftimony of my Confefior, and the
powerful party whom the intrigues of your
enemies had united againft you? You may
r'clmember, my dear Marquard, that upon

my
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wickednefs of his heart, and crowned his
crimes by the death of Iy venerable father,
He doubtlefs flattered himfelf that he had
nothing to fear from one who had loft the
confidence of his Sovcreign; Had not
Werdman  confefled his guilt, P {hould
have perithed myfelf upon the feaffold.,
* “ With regard to what your Majefty
has mentioned of the accufation of your
Confeflor, I am at a lofs to know how 1
have merited hxs enmxty, or ‘upon what
he founds his .accufation. - Your M@}c&y
may remember that you recommended me
to the Emprefs’s care, as having f{uffered
much fromlofs of blood in battle. The
auguft Princefs received me in a manner '
which equally fuited her own exalted rank
and the humbler condition of myfelf. TIe
is true that, from the terms of your recom-
mendation, fhe conﬁucrcd me as havmg
: conduced '
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who mu{’c chufe their mmxﬁers and court:ers,
not among{t thofe whtp are moft worthy,
but emongft thofe whom reafons of ftate or
diftin&tions of 'birth give claim to the
offices of the government. But I am not
 the firft Prince who has been thu;-fatally
deceived by thofe whom he trufted. Alas!
how many can the pages of hiftory produce
who have fallen the vi&tims of this blinci
confidence! I owe no flight gratitude to
Heaven that the affair has ftopped where it
{o fortunately did. How could I have ever
~ excufed myfelf if your life had been the
fatal facrifice!” '
¢« Heaven,” replied Marquard, € is
. always at hand to affift the good intentions
‘of Princes; it is always awake to prevent
them from being abufed to their ruin,
 Your Confeflor, or I much miftake, will
- feel and étcknpwledge its vengeance.™
VOL.III. E . ~ * But ‘
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« But I fear,” replied the  Emperor,
- << that you have alrgady fuffered more than
I fhell be able to repay you. - Thdve oflly to
add that you may command any thix‘lg“’in
my pewer. Menna and Bruno will affit me
in confoling you, and yqur/piety and natural
ftrength of mind will concur in enabling
you to bear the trials to which the wifdom
of Providence Has fubjetted you.—Speak,
Count Menna, what think you?”

¥t T thiok,” replied. the Count, ¢ that
imagination is equally apt to overrate the
evilas the good. Perhaps Marquard is lefs
unhappy than he at prefent imagines him-
- felf—1 mean, that his misfortulne;s are not {o
great as he has taught himflf to believe,
Bruno and myfelf, fearful of the confe-
quences, of fuch fudden intelligence, have
hitherto concealed what may now leffen his.
uneafinefs : 1 can conceal it, however, no

longer :—
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longer :_——fn one word, Marquard, Clara
lives—your wife lives ! :

“® Wiat1” exclaimed Marquard, wild
with joy, « does Clara live? does my wife
live? fhall I again behold her and -my
fon?. Leave me not in this fufpenfe, my‘
father! Have they indeed efcaped. the
murdering hand of the infamous Gennes
bald ?”* A »

“ Were it not fo,” replied Menna,
¢ fhould T wear this appearance of tran-
quillity ? Would not my defpair be vifible in’
my countenance? The fpeedy return of
Bruno will yconﬁrm this news.”

« 1 congratulate you, Marquard,” faid
the Emperor, ¢ upon this efcape from the
worft of your misfortunes! I accept for
the future the tender you have made me of
your fervices. I do not doubt that your
fon will inherit the virtues of his father,

9 o ~ and
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and therefore engage myfelf to take care of
his fortune. In conf;(,deration of the great=
nefs of your provocation, I pardon ou
the too hafty deftruction of the Convent:
but the Holy Father has commanded you
to‘reBuild it, and I do not doubt your im-
mediate compliance. Adieu for the pre-
fent! Fly to the arms of your beloved
wife and child; but when you can fpare
an hour from your family, I fhall expe&t
your prefence at Magdébéurg. The Em-
prefs will rejoice that you have at length met
the juftice which has been fo long with-
held.” . ;
Wffhthefc gracious words, the Emperor
withdrew. He was no fooner beyond their
fight, than Marquard, eager to embrace his
wife and child, infifted upon immediately
commencing their journey to Gravenech; -
but Menna found means to temper his
: ; impa@ienée

(&
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impatience by a remark that his fudden
appearance might prgduce' an effe&t too
powerful’ upon the already enfeebled health
~ af his wife, |

“¢ Let us leave it to our friend Bruno to
prepare them for your arrival, - You muft
already have learned, from fatal experience,
that refle€tion is neceflary even in affairs
which appear to preclude, the poffibility of
failure. How often have the moft fatal
effe&s arifen from the moft trivial caufes!
how often has the event led us to regret that
we have fo rafthly done ana& for which, had
© the event been more happy, we fhould'not
have hefitated to take the credit of fupcnor
fagacity! I confefs, indeed, that I have
not myfelf alwavs practifed the leffons which
I now diGate. I have been myfelf rather
taught by experience, than ‘by my own

judgment, It was thus that I was upon
E 3 the

-
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the point of facriﬁciné you as tHe ravither
of my daughter; ant@ if Theodore had not
. releafed you from the dungeon in whith I
detained you, you would have loft your life
by my. rathnefs: your imnocence would
have appeared too late ; it would have ferved
. mo purpole but to augment my remorfe,
Let us however forget the pafl; let-us enjoy
the unexpected happinefs which Heaven
has referved for us. 1 alfo muft embrace
my children, and upon the return of Bruno,
- will accompany you to Gravenech.”

Kurt now arrived from Ratifbon, and
related to them the exccution of Werd-
man.  This wretch had been condémned to
Yofe his Uhead; and as the executioner read

~ his popfefﬁbn upon the {caffold, every one
applauded the decree. :
Marquard could fearcely reftrain the
impatience which the delay of Bruno
S excited.

(€
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excited, W xth the fond hope of fecing him,
he hously vifited the rad by.which he ex-
~ pected his return, Ijs unufual delay be~
gan. to excite fome. apprehenfion, when
Marquard at length difcerned his approach.
He was as yet far off, but he was evidently
accompanied by feveral other perfons.

- Marquard mounfe}d his horfe, and im-
pelled him to his full fpeed, to come up with:
them. It is eafier to conceive than to
defcribe his joy, when, upon reaching them,
he recognifed Louitgarde, Clara, and his |
fon. They no fooner faw him, than they
difmounted, and flew into his embrace, It
would be difficult for the moft eloquent
writer to defcribe a fcene like this; each
prefled the other to their hearts, and from
the tears which were fhed, a fpeftator would
have thougiit it a fcene rather of mifery than

B4 happinefs..
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refuge in the apartr@ent, and whofe body
had bgen thrown by Gennebald into the:
,court-yard below.

Clara now remcmbered that, in traverfing
the chamber in which. fhe had been found,
fhe had fainted upon feeing the. blood with-
which the floor. was covered,. -

¢« My children,” {zid Menna, ,w}‘;en
 Clara had ceafed fpeaking, I thank Hea-
ven that it now prefents me with the oppor-
. tunity of giving you my: bleffing. After
the violent fhocks I have fuftained, - yeu
will not leave me till T.am better able to
endure your abfence. The Caftle of Mar-
quard is plundered and devaftated .1t fhall
- be my care to reftore: it to its former magni=
ficence. I muft hope that youwill in the
meantime remain with me, I have buta.
few years of life remaining: I° havé no:
“other with but to pafs them in the fociety of

o L i ESE my
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" my children, Clara, @t cannot be thy with

‘to abandon thy aged father.  Marquard, -
Bruno, and Louitgarde, you cannot refufe.
your confent to my propofal.”

It is necdlefs to fay that they confented
without hefitation to remain with Menna;
and the latter agreed, when he had re-
eftablithed the heufehold of Marquard, to
pafs the fhort remnant of his life with his
fon and daughter. ;

Let us leave Menna and his happy family
to that eafe which fuch adengthened conti-
nuance of misfortune had fo well purchafed,
and return to Ttaly, where we have left

Conftantine meditating his fchemes of re-
venge, '

R ¢

o : CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

“

@

‘@ONSTANT‘INE;' was now fully pers
fuaded that he could no longerindulge any
hopes of obtaininga\ny thing from Ildefonfa
by flattery. - After the vifit: he hadsreceived:
from -Steiner and Father Bernard, he had
prefumed that the paft was forgotten, and’
that 'h’is dignity had awed refentment into
filence. He was undeccived, however, by
the contexpﬁt -with which. Ildefonfa had'
treated him in the grove. . -
_ Father Bernard had ftrongly infifted that’
the fcrets of the family fhould be kept-

“ e EO from-
- 3






» GEREMAN SORCERESS. 83

Doge that the Carqﬁnal is buly in. hls in-
tPigues.” : %

< The Doge has- told you nothmU bug
what I can confirm,” faid I]defo/nfa, “ the
Cardinal hates our whole family with the
moft deftructive énmi‘ty. He has not yet
conquered the deteftable pafﬁon with which
I have had' the misfortane to infpire l;im.
He has peftered me with new propofals,
which I have received as they merited.”

¢ And you have concealed this from ey’
{aid Steiner; ¢ you have concealed this
fcandalous return which he eontinues to
make to the hofpitality with which he is
Vreceived.' Had you informed me of thefe
continued infults to your honour, I would
have revenged your caule in the corrupt
blood of this difgrace to hls facred pro- |

feion.”

b« And
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the Doge had bejn found dead in his
chambgr,
» This intelligence, at a moment when
they {o much needed his prote@ion, filled
them all with difmay. Vcneruz;y himfélf
was unable to fupport this fudden intelli-
gence of the lofs of the friend of his youths;.
he was feized with an spoplexy, and ' cone
veyed feni’elefs to his chamber. Within a
few hours, however, he recovered the ufe
of his fpeech, and, after a. longer period,.
the greater part of his former health.,

Father Bernafd_ feized this opportunity to
entreat him to embark for Germany.

¢¢ You cannot, my Lofd,?’ faid hey ¢ be
blind to. the danger which menaces us: I
therefore advife you to embark without-
delay ; at leaft haften the departure of
Steiner and his wife. It is. upon their
lhea_t_,ds that the tempeft will firft fall : they

'3 : “; will

L4
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will be the firft objectsfof the milice of the
‘Cardinal; 1 muft therefore again infit that
they embark without delay.”

Steiner, however, well aware that the
Cardinal ‘would {pare nothing to effe&t his
ruin, refufed to depart from Veneruzzy, at
leaft till his health (hould be more reftored.
In vain did Father Bernard foretel that he
would repent his obftinacy when he expe-
rienced its effedts. :

¢ Whatever,” faid he, « may be the
event, 1 muft relieve my own confcience, .
by repeating that this is the moment of. de-
parture.”’ :

Veneruzzy was fo ftruck with the ear-
neftnefs of the good Father; that he iffued
immediate orders for preparation. :

From the windows of the faloon Father |
Bernard now beheld the approach of fol»

diers,

g
« Behold,”



GERMAN SORCERESS, . 89

 Behold,” faid he, * the accomplifh-
ment of my prefaged Nothing remains
but’that*Steiner and Ildefonfa thall betake
themfelves to immediate flight. I fear
thefe foldiers are fent to arreft them. I
bave learned by fatal experlencc to what
' enormity vice will attain when (heltered
from punithment by exalted rank.” .

Steiner and Iidefonfa no longer hefitated
to take the advice of Bernard, and thgy
endeavoured to effe¢t their efcape: but
their motions were too narrowly watched by
the foldiers, The officer who commanded
them, ordered their coachman to ftop.

 What,” faid Steiner, ¢ in a public
road! By what authority, Signor?”

¢« By order of the Republic of Venice,’"
faid the officer; ¢ behold my warrant!”

““ You are ignorant, Sir,”h faid Ildefonfa,
“ of what wxckcdnefs you are made the:

% P! inftrument.

<
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into a minute detail of the gtief of Iide-
fonfa; it is fufficient to ‘fay that it was that
which might be expected both from her
own filial picty, and from the indulgence
and anxious tendernefs which fhe had ever
experienced from her father. - .

¢ My dear Berpard,” faid Steiner,
 unite with me in a requeft that .the
officer will leave Ildefonfa with her mother.””
« If your name is Bernard,” faid the
officer, addrefling the worthy Father, « 1
am commanded to inform you that youw
muft attend the Cardinal Conftantine: he
is eager to do a fervice to thefe young
: prifoﬁers. For my own part, I pity them;,
but muft regret that it is not in my power
to be of any ufe; I can only exccute my
commiffion.” | e

It is needlefs to defcribe the tender parts
ing between Ildefonfa and” her mother.—

Sk . , Father

©



92 ~ GERMAN SORCERESS,

‘Father Bernard was already on his way, to
endeavour to reanitfate in the bofom of the
Cardinal the almoft extinguithed fpatk of
~ humanity, Sporina, diffolved in tears, re-
mained by the body of her hufband. As
~ foon a5 fhe had interred him in the family
vault, the haftened to Venice, to fee her
children. o5 -
° She found that the feal of the Republic
was ‘place(d upon all the cabinets: fhe
learned, with equal terror and aftonithment,
that the accufations againft Steiner related
- to matters of State. "Leontine attended

her, and with difficulty efcaped being ar-
refted.

The Cardmal explained the caufe of this
unexpeéted occurrence to Father Bernard,
though he was careful to conceal from him
that it had no other origin than himfelf.
He demanded of him_how Veneruzzy had

formed.

¢
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 formed . the defign of leaving Venice with
all his effedls,” (|

¢ The veflel,” faid he, “which was to have -
‘coaveyed him to %rance, and _thence to °
Germany, has been ftopped: it has thus
become evident that fome treafon againft
the State was meditated. It is {ufpe@ted
that he had no other purpofe than that of
betraying the fecrets of the State o its ene-
mies. He has long filled one of the moft
confidential offices of the Republic, and
. might thus be a traitor of the moft danger-
ous nature, Steiner’s correfpondence has
bbeen difcovered ; he is now confined in the
State prifon. Ildefonfa is going to a Con-
vent: Sporina will follow her thither. I
have favedﬁLeontine from arreft. Had
they refifted, the officer had orders to fa~

crifice them upon the fpot.”
« And
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<« And is it thus,” faid Fath(er Bernard,
¢ that innocence if perfecuted? Who has
ever fufpeted -the generous mind of Ve-
- peruzzy of the foul crxrﬁe of treafon? Fe
is dead, however, and therefore beyond
the reach of all further malice. No one is
fuffered to leave the prifons of Venice, and
thus the unhappy mothcf, deprived of her
; (childrcn, Mill {kortly follow the path which
her hufband has entered before her. For
' my part, I will haften to Rome, and relate
to the Holy Father in what manner his
Cardinals difpenfe happinefs, and thofe
fublime truths of the Gofpel of which they
are the members. Yes, thou mitred profli-
gate, wouldft thou prevent me from de-
nouncing thy crimés, thou muft firft preci-

pitate me into the filent grave | L

Having uttered thefe words, he rufhed'
from
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from the apartment in an agony of g‘ricf and
mingled indignation.

That Bernard mlght not execute his
threat, the Cardmal refolved to exert his’
authority agalnf’t him, In the _meanwhile
he waited upon the new Doge He fpared
nothing to aggravate the imputed crimes of
Steiner, and did' not hefitate to fay that he
was an inftrument of the Emperor to cor-
rupt fome of the more powerful of the fena-
tors, and thus enflave the State—a fingular-
charge! . k

The charges preferred by the» Repubhc‘ ,

were of a more ferious nature, carried
with them a greater appearance of truth,
The Veneruzzys bcing' one of the moft
noble of the Venetian families, had been
dl(honoured by the elopement to which
Steiner had feduced Ildefonfa. The carry-
ing off a daughter of an illuftrious houfe

was
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was a crime which the laws of Venice pu-
nifhed with death. g Although none of the
parties moft concerned had denounced this
affair, it was unfortunately proved by fome
of the papers of the late Doge. The
paren‘t; however had .fince confented; and
as the nuptials had been cclebrated by a
Prieft, their validity was beyond difpute,
The evidence of Sporina would have proved
that Vene;uzzy had given his confent; and
had the accufed been permitted a fufficient
advocate, this intricate affair would have
~ been cafily unravelled: but as prejudice was
aéamﬁ S%Pcr, every thing which could
confirm his guilt was produced, and every :
thing of a contrary nature withheld, ’

The Cardinal fcrupled at nothing to ac-
complith his p{lrpofe, he was refolved upon
the ruin of Steiner, as neceﬂ'ary to his
future fuccefs,

Previous
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¢« I muft tell you, my Lord,” faid he,
« that fome ;change thas .ocgurred. in my
Conven‘t.. The former Prior was a creature |
of C}ardinal Cooftantine, and uncer his in-
fluence was perfuaded to confine Father
Bernard as a madman. I have fucceeded
him, and, defpife the vices of the Cardinal
too much to become in any degree his in-
firument, In defiance of his p?'ohibitio’n,"f
have permitted him to depart for Rome,
where I doubt not he will exert himfelf in
the caufe of your fifter. You will find
him there under the affumed name of
Alonzo—a prudence to which our dread of
his *being prematurely difcovered by the
Cardinal, has led us.”

Leoutme, upon this intelligence, returned
to his mother; and as it was dqubtlexs that
they :(A:ou;g_l'do nothing towards the releale
of Steiner, they refolved to haften to

b . E'S » . Romes




































GERMAN

. 117
permit'himw no con ication but with ‘his'
Confeflor. 2
- A Confffor, indeed, n;ow entereds -

Steiner det‘nande;di of him whether he
knew.any thing of the prefent condition
of the family of Veneruzzy ; but his-diftres

was greatly increafed by the Prieft replying
in the ne}gative. :

The ‘executioner. entered. The folemn
bell of midnight founded ; before its laft -‘
firoke, Steiner was no more !—the block
ftreamed with his hlo'od !

In the meantime Conftantine had found
- it impofiible to prevent his brother Cardi-
nal from éxplaining the whole of this de-
teftable tranfadtion to the Pope. The
Superior of the Penitents inflituted a.
fimilar progefs againft her brother, for his
Vattempts to ‘feize Ildefonfa from her Con-
vents o o =
His ,Flolinefs ®reproached the Cardinal
S - - with

3
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the Abbefs’infifted
yet admitted.

¢ fhould not k;e‘as

Sporinas defeended to’ receive her fon.
She returned with é,mingled emotion of
gncf and fatisfaction.

< 1 hove fill,) (Gid fhe; *to thank
Heaven for fomethmg, if I have loft one
child, I have two others flill left. Leon-
tine is equally worthy as a fon and a bro=
ther. Ildefonfa, he recewed thJe intelli-
gence of -your health and welfare with a
rapture which fuits his fraternal affe@ion.”

%< Surely,” faid Ildefonfa, I have little
reafon to repine, when poflefled of fuch
relations. But indeed I love my brother.”

« Be it your firlt care, . faid Father
Bernard, ¢ to recover your health, that-
you may receive him with the frequency his
fraternal affection merits. T will withdraw

at prefent, and endcavour to obtain you
S 2 ‘permiffion

-






GERMAN SORCERESS. 125

of what T had related ;* and he engaged
himfelf to prefent it to hlS Holine(s. Hav-
ing" attended him again this morning, as
previoufly agreed, he informed me that
- the Pope had refolved to enquire into the
fubje@ of the memorial, and no longer
- fuffer the Sacred College to be difgraced by
the impdtation of this paflive indulgence to
the vices of its me;r1ber§, You may now
perceive,” continued he, ¢ the flrength
of that refource to which I recommended
you: you may perceive that Providence
never abandons thofe who confide in him.
But I muft now take my leave, as I have
' pr.omifed to inform Leontine of my pro-
“ ceedings.” : :
Ildefon,fa could only reply with tears. 5 1
"““(;ovmg., ;cox:ne,” ‘adcied the Father,
< refume your courage, and prepare to
meet adverfity with a bolder front.”
s G 3 “ My

@
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The Superior was no lefs moved, and
~ prefied Ikdefonfa: to he}’ bofom with equal
warmth. Father Bernard promﬁfed to give
her conftant information of the health of

her guefts, and Leontine, conducting them

into a carriage, they foon arrived at Ardea.

Spoi‘ina and Ildefonfa were much pleafed

with their new refidence; the latter lef't to

- her mother the choice of an apartment,

who infifted upon oc.cupymg the one ad-'

joining to her daughter’s, Their houfe-
hold for fome time confifted of two wo-
men and a gardener whom they found upon
the fport. :

- Father Bernard was unwilling to return
to Rome until the family ‘were festled in
their retreat. A few _days“aﬁC‘T his return,
he was informed that the worthy Cardisal

intended employing him in a miffion to

Venice, for the purpofe of adjufling fome .

G § concerns
¢ O ¥
J
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concerns 1n avhich his Emmence was in-

volved. He affured the family that Bis-ab-|

fence would hot exceed two months, and
that he Hoped to be able to ferve them in
Vemce.

“ Your property,‘Ildefonﬁ,” faid he,
- ¢ cannot be confifcated. I know not the
w.natufca of the order Conflantine obtained

againft you, but I am convinced it is now,

donc away, and that no: charge has been
preferred either agami’c you, Sporma, or
Leontine. . The good Cardmal,vmy bene-
_facdtor, has commiffioned me to offer you
hls prote&xon, he 1s uncle to the Doge,
 who, on his requcf’c cannot refule to take,
off the fequeftration, and reflore you to
your inheritance, However indifferent you
may be to your own welfare, that of your
child requxres your exertlons in this affair,
to fave you ﬁom all' future reprgach—-

Lcontine
L]
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neceffary at home, to affift his mother and
’ ﬁﬁqr,' fthould any accident befal thef. °
¢« When our affairs are in a bettep
. pofture,” fzx.id Leontine, ¢ I promife thee,
my honcf’c Antonio, that thou fhalt accom-
‘pany me wherever thou' wilt, in cafe thy'v
Father gwe his confent.”

. Father B[ernardc had received orders to
~_depart for \}enice fooner than he expected ;
he accordmgly fent notice to Leontme, who
haftened to join him at Rome,

Leontine, on their arrlval at Venice,
having no inducement to conceal himfelf,
accompanied Father Bernard in his vifit to
‘the Doge, to whom he delivered the letter
‘of the worthy Cardinal. In this letter the
Doge . was reprimanded by his uncle for
complying with Conftantine, and becoming
an mﬁrument of his unjuft vengeance on a

- s AEgaG T young
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young ftranger, and fpreading defolation in
a family of a name and eftimation equal to-

,any in the country. He added, that there
was only one method of reparation remain-
ing, and that was, to expedite the bufinefs
which had brought Leontine to Venice.

- The Doge was fenfibly moved by this
letter. He affured him that nothing pre-
vented his taking poffeffion of his property,
as well in his own name as in that of his
mother and fifter, if he were furnifhed with
the neceffary powers, He then caufed an
order to be iﬂ'ued; which would probufe
him admiffion into his late father’s houfe;
and in three weeks every thing was adjufted. |
Sporina and Ildefonfa had refolved never
to return to Venice, where every thing
ferved but to remind them of their paft
misfortunes : they had; therefore, charged
‘Legntine to .requeft the permifion of

9
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Father Bernard oftcn vifited Ardea, and
was delighted with “the change he beheld
» and to which his own good exertions had ;_
‘contributcd, in the family rof..; the Vene-g
ruziys The fatisfaction of his own
confcience kept pace with wie) increafe of
_their happinefs, ' |
- Three years had elgpfed ﬁnce they had
retired to Ardea, when Leontine, vvhon
- bufinefs had called to Rome, returned ﬁ'om
the city, with an air of f’crong concern and
melancholy. On being afked the reafon of |
“this ‘deje&ion, he informed them thaf theb
Pope, had been attacked by the palfy the’
day before. ° :
¢« This alarms me greatly,” he conti-
nued; ¢ fhould his Holinefs die, we are
deprived of our proteétor: his fucceflor
will not be bound by the fame obligations, |

T

and i

» |
L)

\
° \
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and we fhall be compelled to leave our re-

C

t‘l'fat.” i e < ‘ Q

¢ The trials T have undergone,” faid

Ildefonfa, « have rendered me indifferent to

' all events, and Heaven is my witnefs that

anxiety for my daughter’s welfare alone

. makes me folicitous about the future; but :

 to that infant I wholly devote myfelf, my

' life, and all my cares, .and‘I am now going

i

| to communicate to you a proje¢t which I
‘ ' “mother’s wifdom, What- .

| ever may happen here, it is in our power

do at prefent.  But this not according with

to feek refuge in the Venetian territories,

and live there in the fame retirement as we

our defign of never revifiting our native

| country, our only refource is to take refuge

_in Germany, in the family of the worthy

Theodore, who will not refufe us an afy-

lum.” e

Tldefonfa

o]
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- Ildef'onf; knew not the death of -the‘
unhappy Theodore. ‘ ‘
« With what _pleafure,”- - the contmued. ;
@ fhall I again behold Louitgarde and
Matilda ! —But to you, my mother, I fub-
mit évery thing.” , :
“ This will at lealt be preferable,” faid
Sporina, ¢ to returmng to the Venetlan,-_
Repubhc Since we have beea permitted.
to difpofe of our property; we may take its
value with us into another cbgmfwy; and
in Germany we fhall enjoy it __af'ety, for
probity is the diftinguithed characer of that
people.”
 Let us then refolve upon thxs latter
plan,” faid Ildefonfa, « let not 2 momient
_be wafted in fuperfluous deliberation : from
this hour let us make our preparations for
carrying it into “execution, not knowing

hOW {oon circumftances may render our
. : journey

° 2 T —
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“ My children,” faid he, « I cannot
- but_ approve of your intentions, though
your abfence will much afi& me; for if
the Holy Father (hould not furvive his
malady, I fear Confantine will renew his
perfecutions.  Time and opportunity are
but wanting to let him loofe againft you,
and with an augmented thirft for revenge.
-T have already perceived 2ne ofshis emifla-
ries loitering about the Vatican, in order to
gain information of his Holinefs’s health,
and with more eagernefs of enquiry than
thofe who are more interefted in it. If the
Pontiff die; the terin of Conflantine’s exile
is at an end, and pofiibly the good Cardinal
may not be able to induce his fucceffor to
,protcét you. Meanwhile, I will commu-
nicate to you wha.tever intells igence I may

learn.”

& : v CHAP,
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there 15 1o caufe foralarm,let us not pcrpléx.. ‘
ourfelves with 1maomary fears.”’ :

'Sevcral days pafied, and Leorr.tmecdld
>not return.’ The fearch of Jeronimo and
his fon in the woods,  though conftantly
kept up, as it “was fruitlefs, only increafed
theu‘ anxiety. Antonio was inconfolable,
and Tldefonfa began to defpair of again
feeing her brother. :

qporma, T want of confolation herfelf,
was unable to admlmﬁer‘it to her daughter:
in fhort, the mlfery of fufpenfe was fuch,
that they would almo[’c have exchanged it
for the moft fatal certamty. The little
Aurora was now the onl&r object which fup-
ported them under the heavy weight of -
their prefent affliction.

To add to their late misfortune, Father
Bernard informed them of the death of the
Pdpc. i ‘

« Aod

2
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e And now mdeed fald he, “you muft
prepare to bid adieu to Ardea; Conftan-
tinels at prcfent at Rome, and the foremoft
in the mtrloucs of the conclave. Avail
yourfelf ~of their. hanng affembled, and
feiz,eﬂvthe aufpicious moment of 'efcape!"’
When the good Father was informcd‘ of
Leontine’s f{udden difappearance, he in-
ftantly fixed upon Conftantine. as the author
- of it. < 2 | |
¢ This man,” cried he, whom you
know to be capable of any wickednefs, has
methodized his revengé, and fixed the date
of its fecond commencement from the
death of the Pope. By removingone whom
he confidered the greateft obftacle to his
defigns, he conceives that he fhall again
have it in his power to make a fecond at-
tempt upon Ildefonfa. Let us then neg-
le€ nothing for youi’ fafety. Repofe in

S ; Jeronimo
@ 5

v
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’jérohimo and Aqtonio‘ a fecret _which the
nature of circumf@tances compels you to.en-
¢ruft to them: tifey are both amached to
your interefts, and will protect vou to the
 full extent of the little power they poifefs.

Jeronimo fhuddered with horror on be-
ing informed of the dangers which bis good
miltrefs had incurred. Antonio -was more.
parficulérl@y mozed,andrcoulc_] reftrain his -
indignation within no bounds. With fatif-
fa&ion would he have plunged a -dagger
‘into the heart of Conﬁantine;rand the

* command of Father Bernard could fcarcely
reftrain him from a deed which would |
have completed the ruin of the family of
the Veneruzzys.

« Time and patience,” faid the good Fa-
ther, * will difcover to us the author of
. the plot a‘gainﬂ'Leon'tine; but I muftre-
peat, it is neceflary that Uy(,)u (hould depart

i%ﬁadﬂy
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Ildefonfa was inconfolable, from the ne-
ce\_f.ﬁty c{he was under &o‘f departing thhoutj
: her brother ; but it was in vain to com-
“plain: the feverity of her deftiny could
only be lig}itened,by a calm fubmiion to
(it.  She made Father Bernard promife that,
in cafe of the good Cardinal’s death, he
would haften to join them. .

- Jeronimo and Antonfo fw6re never to|
defert their miftrefles; the former recom-
mended to his wife the moft diligent fearch
after Leontine, and defired her to fend by
the quickeft difpatch any intelligence [he.~
might collect. 7 '

Sporina and Ildﬂfonra had been fome-
time on their journey, which they purfued
by eafy ftages, accompanied by their little
efcort, when they reached the frontiers of
Franconia, the misfortune of Leontine fill
frelh upon their memory. _

‘ & . H 2 0 Tdefonfa

¢ .
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Ildefonfa had frequently obferved the de-
_)eéhon of Antomo, Ohacl feen his checks
moxﬂcned wuh tears, and heard the ﬁ0hs

that rent his bofom. One evening fhe:

orde;red the carriage to ftop at ‘the entrance
of a fmall wood, in order to refrefh them-
felves under its overixanging fhade. Thegrate-
ful-notes of a thoufand birds made the wood
echo with their varied harmony; the falu-
tary ffagr-ancc of the breeze, and the gentle
mﬁling of the zephyr, invited them to re-
pofe in a fpot pregnant with all the delights
of folitude, ‘

Sporina and her daughter, fcated on the
green turf, were attentlvely liftening to the
melody of the feathered fongfters, when on
a fudden they were ftartled by the moft
piercing cries. ‘ : i

“Antonio, ever generous- and humane,
fprung towards the fpot whence the founds
4o 2 fe€med

«
b

<
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feemed o proceed. Jeronimo took his
émgs, and encouraged Sporina and Ilde-
fdﬁfa.‘ s The little Aurora who was in her
_mother’s lap, clung more clofely to her
bofom, whilft all looked anxioufly around
them. '

At length ]éronjmo ‘perccived at fome
diftance an old nian, who was endeavouring
to haften bis progrefs among: the bufhes
which impeded his fteps. He beckoned
him to come forward, unwilling to defert *
his miftrefs. CAigteire

The old man, with eyes denoting wild=
— nefs and fear, and hands raifed hé to hea-
ven, thus addreffed them—

« Strangers, whoever you are, affit me
to fave my child. Good God, avert all evil
from him! I take him to this wood every
day, to inure him to fatigue. Having

! H 3 fufficiently
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 fufficiently exercifed ourfelves, and being
on our return, we perceived on a ﬁidden a
fhe-wolf creeping from out fome (undcr-
wood, and menacing us, as if in dcfence of ;
her little ones. I need not tell you that this
wood is frequented by wild beaft, and that
the wolf is more deffrutive than any
other, The fight alarmed my child, who
immediately fled, {creaming moft violently ;
. and I ‘have rTeithe; been able to come up
* with him, or make him hear me.”
~ “ Be not uneafy,” replied Sporina; ¢ one
rof 1f1y attendants is gone in fearch of him,
- and will no doubt bring him back.” ~
Whilfl {peaking to the old man, the was
attentively examining his features, as if en-
dgav‘ouring to recolle¢t where fhe had feen
‘him. At length the exprefled fome recol-
" le€tion, and demanded his name. i
‘ « My

(=3
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({4 My name, noble Lady,” faid the old
man, “is Kurt; I think likewife I have
fomt remembrance of your features.”

')9

<« Kurt, fay you!’ exclaimed Sporina—

¢ what, Sir Marquard’s Efquue'”
 «Yes,” he replied, < and for the fate of
his fon it is that [ am thus anxious.”

Ildefonfa could not hear the name of
Marquard without k_)eingb-gr.ea(gly affected,
as it came connected with the memory of
her unfortunate hufband.

« We are at no great diftance then from
. your mafter’s country?” faid Sporina.

¢« My noble Lady,” replied Kurt, you.
are now in his doinains; but he has been
abfent from hence about a fortnloht.—,
Anzious to bhear from his brother, he re-
folved to make a voyage to Venice, in.
company with his friend Bruno, Their.
wives are at Ludenbourg, where they will

o : Hi A.“be
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be glad to receive you, f(hould you honour
them with a vifit.”
-« How I pity Marquard"’ faxd I“defénfa
to her mother; « what muft be his feelings,,
when he fhall learn the fate of his unfortu-
nate brother!” i

«Alas!” exclaimed- Kurt, ¢ has any
misfortune befallen Count Steiner?”

- Melancholy indeed has been his fate!”
replied Ildefonfa, with adeep figh.

« Are the worthy Theodore and Mﬂnlda -
‘m good health ?” enquired Sporina.

¢ They are delivered from all afflicion,”
replied Kurt, ¢ after much fevere fuﬁ"ering.”

Antonio appeared at this inftant, leading
young Marquard by the hand.

Kurt, rejoiced at his (a:fety; prefented
him to the ladies, who “careffed ‘him with
much fondnefs, and took him with them in.

“their carriage.
g . ' Antenio

€
~
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Antonio infifted vpon Kurt ménhting
hxs horfe, and they then continued their
route, defirous of arnvmo at Ludenbourg
berore night. '

Kurt requefted leave.to go forward, that
“he might acquaint Louitgarde and Clara
of their expected vifitors. ik

Great indeed was the af’comfhment of |
Louitgarde at the fight of Ildefonfa and
\Spori"na. She tenderly embraced them,
and condu@ed them to the hall, where
they‘were ferved with refrethments. ‘

¢ Why, my dear lldefonfa,” faid LOui’t- :
garde, “ is not my brother Steiner here? Is
he determined never to return to his native
country ? ]s the enchantment of Italy fo
ftrong, that he cannot break from it a mo-
meunt to, revifit his friends?” iy

The reply of lldefonfa was a hower of
tears, ‘ g ;

H 5 >.~ Louit-
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Louitgarde and Clara, amazed at this
 grief, dared not Queftion her any further,
Sporina at length informed theth of Stei-
ner’s tragical end, as well as of the per- |
‘fecution of Cardinal Conftantine, which
‘threatened the utter ruin of the family.’
~ She then informed them of the proteé‘tion
afforded them by the worthy Cardinal and .
of the faddencdlfappearance of Leontine
. from their retreat at Ardea, which had_,

almolt reduced them to defpair.

¢ Father Bernard,” continued Sp5rina,.
* has promifed to make every enquiry after
bim, and fend us intelligence of the refult. _
- That perfecutor of my unhappy family,
whom no vengeance can fatiéte, Cardinal
Conftantine, has been releafed from his
* banifhment by the death of the Pontiff:
he is now in Rome, and engaged in the
intrigues of the Conclave, The intereft of
« our

©
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our worthy pretetor, it was feared, would

-not be fo ftrong with the fucceffor to the
vacant’ chaxr, as to enable him to bind
 the hands of Conftantine from his projected
vengeance.  Farther Bernard, = therefore,
who imputed ‘the difappearance of Leon-
tine to fome contrivance of our enemy,
advifed us to quit that retirement which had
fo long and happily fheltesed us, and to
feck a refuge in Germany.”

When Spoiina had finithed her fhort

narrative, Louitgarde exclaimed that fhe

always ftood in fear of the Cardinal, and

that had Steiner and Ildefonfa: been adviled
by her, they would, on their* marriage,
h;wé inftantly departed for Germany.—<But
Veneruzzy would not permit his daughter to
leave him, and his excefs of affeGion has
cauled Steiner’s ruin. I am greatly con-
cemed for Leontine,” continued Louit=

o 0.6 i gaidt;

’,sl
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garde; <1 fh:ﬁl' never forget his exertions

to fave my life. Were I a man, I would:
‘immediately revenge myfelf on that un-
worthy Cardinal : but I will write to Mar-
- quard and Bruno an account of thefe me-
- lancholy events, and they will remit no
efforts to difcover your brother’s retreat.”

-¢¢ My mother and mylelf,” added Iide-
fonfa, « will likewife write to Father Ber-
nard, to engage him to join us in fulfilment
of his promife.” .

A meflenger to whom thefe difpatches
might be entrufted, was eafily found. An-
tonio’s fidelity laid claim to this com-
miffion: hc‘_was to proceed to Venice, and
if the obje&s of his fearch were not there,
to haften to Rome, and join Father Ber-

' nard.

: Louitgarde, *with her ufual vivacity,

which no forrow could long overcloud, and
<lara,

¢
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Clara, with heyr; mild and winni-ng benevo-
lenee, exerted themfelves to confole their
gu‘éf’cs/.*" The former, who was only a’
roueft fo 'Clgré during her ‘hufba'nd’,s ab-
fence, invited them, after their vifit was'
concluded, to fpend fome time with her at
Graveneck: = She remitted no efforts for
- their accommodation. In their frequent
walks, with the warm confidence of affec-
tion, fhe gé\}e them a recital of the many
adventurés in which with her hufband (he
had been engaged, and pointed out the
grotto which had been the refuge of Theo-
dore and Matilda whilt their Caftle was
befieged by Gennebald. ; :
Clara now propofed a vifit to her father,
who fhe knew would be delighted by an ac-
quaintance with the lovely ftrangers.
“They pafled a fortnight with Menna,

after which they returned to Ludenbourg,
P : v : be. Inl
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in hopes of receiving intelligence from Bruno-
. and Marquard. S ' o
~ In the meantime Sporina requefted Lou-
itgarde to aécoﬁpany her to the ruins of *
the Convent which Marquard had de-
. ftroyed. Theodore had been interred there
‘ by the Monks, and fhe felt a fecret plea-
fure in treading the fpot, now more than
 ever confecrased by the remains of a good -
s : i i
| Lb‘uitgardc willingly complied, but con-
. feffed her diflike of vifiting a fpot which
aﬂ'e&ed her too much,

« Iam temﬁ°d to that degree,” faid fhe,
¢ that fometimes I imagine I fee my father
receiving his death-wound at the hands of
Gennebald.  His laft words are continually
founding in my ear, and fill my heart with
 anguifh unutterable: but 1 will accompﬁny
. you neverthelefs, Sorrow, they fay, foftens_

%he

¢
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_the heart; it is the lot of hurnamty, and

we-muft fubmit to it with patience.” -
“On'the following Jmormng at funrifey
they took the road vleading to the Convent,
which was {carcely more than a league from
Ludenbourg. Heaps. of ftones obftructed

their way; the ground around them was

iy and‘l?arren 3 the trees, which formerly

overhung the gardens of the Monaftery, |

» were reduced to afthes. An awful filence

was only interrupted at intervals by the
melancholy croaking of the raven, which
feemed to fly from this fcene of defolation,

‘Every object of the fcene was awful and.

terrific, and diffufed a chilly horror over the
mind of Sporiria. -
For fome time they traverfed the ruins,
frequently obftructed in their paffage by the
bones of the Monks whom the flames had-

confumed, Jclommo was compelled often-

times
o

an®
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. times to clear them away, to prevent their
.« bemg trodden under foot. - o

" At length they fat down upon an emi-
- nence, from which they could have a full :
view of the devaftated Convent.

Jerenimo continued his paffage among
 the ruins. Sporma and Louitgarde ob-
ferved him, fometimes climbing fuch parts
~ of the walls ae were left ﬁanding, ‘at other
. times defcending into the vaults which were
not filled up. At length they perceived
~ him emerge from a cavern, and in com-
pany with another’ perfon, who feemed to
‘have afcended from the fame place. :

“To whom were you fpeakmg” faid
Sporma, as he drew near.

‘“ Having penetrated,” he repl'ied, “Imto
| adeep cavern, which received a feeble light
from an aperture in the ruins, T beheld in
‘a dark’ corner of it, a being fcarcely

] o . humén,

‘e
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human, who 'fought to avoid me. Such an
appax;]tlon filed me at firft with horror;
but dpon’ compofing myfelf I exclaimed—
o ¢ Whoever thou art, fear not! I am a
ft‘ranger; whom curiofity has led to this
fcene of horror. I wifh not to dilturb
the retirement whichi you have chofen, if
this fpot be, in truth, your refidence.’ \
¢ Alas’ he replied, ' fetchipg a deep:
~ figh, * well may a-ﬁght like this fill you
with herror!  This is the only afylum fuit-
able to an unfortunate wretch, who has
partaken of the crimes of thofe who were
once inhabitants of this Monaftery, and
who fubmitted to be an accomplice, ‘be-
caufe he could not prevent them.’ :

¢ 1 do not underf’cén_d-you,' I replisd 5
¢ explain yourfelf. But firft let us leave :

this dreary place, and breathe a purer air.”
. » ¢ My
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¢« My drawn fword was in m}. hand;
and fear perhaps influenced his obedience.
On affifting him into open dﬁyliﬂat ’ I:drew
back with horror. An emaciated. body,
covered with a fort of ragged tunic, a livid
afpe, half concealed by a long and thick
beard,. - which grew over his mouth; his
eyes were {unk, and his head bald and
vmnkled a fmcll, to a degrec mfeéhous,
tainted the air around ‘him; his naked feet
éfn’d hands—in fhort, his whole appearance
- was rather monftrous than human.

¢ As you are a firanger,’ he faid, ¢ you
are doubtlels unacquainted with the caufe
of the ruins you behold; I will therefore
relate fome particulars, which will convince
you that Heaven, in its appointed time,
fets fome boundary to human crimes..
Count Marquard was the chofen inftrument

in



' GERMAN SORCERESS. 163

in the bands of Providence to punifh thofe
who not only difg aced their profeffion, but
their being. You muft know then that a
brave Knight of this province, the worthy
Theodore |
¢ He ftopped, obferving you, my noble
miftrefs, beckcning me to approach you. _
¢ Another. time,” he added, ¢ I will
reveal circumftances to you whicix, as im=

portant, muft be communicated to Count
Marquard. Call on me again; you will
find me here daily: at night I wander
throughout thefe ruins, avoiding the fight
of every one.. Ihaveimpofed a penarice on -
myfelf, of which a refidence in this {fpot of -
Borrors is the moft grievous part. 1Tlivea
life among the dead, and am, as it were,
> dead among the llvm<J

« He finithed; you again beckened, and

I left him.” :
: The

>
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- The company were much amazed at this
adventure of Jeronimo. Marquard it
feemed was concerned ! - It appeated a
myftery worth elucidating. Impatient to
learn what this man had further ‘to reveal
to Jeronimo, tf:ey defired him not to fail

_ obferving the promifed appointment.—
With this he would readily have complied,
but- it was neceflary that he fhould attend
his miftrefs to Ludenbourg, who feared left

‘a longer abfence might alarm Clara and -
Ildefonfa.
~ The converfation of the two ladies was
now otcupied with the man of the cavern,
which continued till they were within a
fhort diftance of the Caftle. It was tbeﬁ"
Lbuitgarde perceived a cayalier riding to
them with full fpeed, whom the inftantly
pointed out to Sporina: but the cloud of
duft that enveloped him would not permit

: her.

<

(e
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her to diftinguith his perfon. Jeronimo
affured. them it was his fon.

¢ But Ke is alone,” faid Sporina; * he
bas not been able then to difcover elthcr
Marquard or.Bruno.” _

Their apprehenfion was intolerable. In
the midft of their conjectures they heard
the cavalier exclaim—

« I have found him! Ihave found hlmj
He is here! he is here!”

Antonio, whom it really was, at length
came up with them. He leaped f'ro’rﬁ
his horfe, and having firft paid his obe-
dience to his father, thus addreffed Sporina
ard Louitgarde. |

“ Leontine, my deareft mafter, is found
They will a/ be:here in an hour—even to
'my mother and my youngeft filter, who
would not be denied accomPanying us.
Leontine’s"goodnefs would not fuffer them

@ T - to

»0°
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to remain bebind; but he gave them a
coach’ to convey them, and money for their
expences on the journey. Oh.°~m; moft
worthy mafter! I could never give him aup
as loft! I was fatisfied I fhould fee Bim
again, 1 met Marquard and Bruno on the
moment of their departure for” Rome:
when they had read my dlfpatchcs— .
¢ Yousg man,” faid they, € go and ref’c
yourfelf; we will defer our-journey till to-
morrow.” : B

¢¢ Having confulted on the information I
gave them, they took their meafures accord-
dngly, and at daybreak the following morn-
ing we fet out for Rome; and here,. my
honoured ladies, I am at prefent, having
been fent on before them to announce their,
coming : I muft haften, therefore, to ap- '
prize Clara and Ildefonfa.” -

¢ Since
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~ © Since -Antonio,” faid Sporina, < is
about to carry the news to the Ca‘(’de, I
propofe that we wait for our travellers in
the great walk.” :

. Louitgarde affented.

They were not kept long in expeation;
clouds of duf’c foon announced their ap-
-proach. B :

Clara, whom'Marquar.d odid mot”at firft
perceive with them, haftened with Ildefonfa
‘and the little children to meet him. On
their arrivé.l at the Caftle, the firlt mo-
ments were confumed in the moft tender
congratulations. The vaffals who had
thronged together to exprefs their joy on
the fafe return of their mafter, filled the
air with acclamations. Feftivity was now
promoted on-all ﬁaes; wine was ferved obt,
and meat beftowed upon all who folicited
it. ' —

Bt : When
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When the refrefhments were removed,
Marquard, was requefted to relate the oc-
currences of his (\‘royage. He needed no

e fecond invitation, but commenced in the

following terms.

CELAPR. VI,

= YOU need not be told,” addreffing
himfelf to Sporina and Ildefonfa, * the
uneafinefs we felt at not hearing from
Steiner, though we had fo repeatedly writ-
ten to him: at length, weary of fufpenfe,
Bruno and myfelf refolved to go in fearch
of him. ‘ :

s i SO
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¢ On our arrival at Venice, we allghted at
the Hotel of Veneruzzy ; but great was otir
{urprife opt ﬁndmg it mhablted by ftrangers.
We made enquiries refpecting the Procura-
tor’s family, but they led to no precife in-
_ formation; all we learned was, that the
* property had been fold. Bruno advifed me
to folicit an audience with the Doge, from
whom fome information might he gained.
We went without delay to the Palace.
Underftanding we were ftrangers, we were
admitted inftantly to his prefence, He
recounted to us the misfortunes which had
befallen the Veneruzzys, the death of
Steiner, an‘dA ‘the melancholy particulars
which you already know. He confefled
bis own remorfe in ha.vmor liftened to the
fuggeftions of Conftantine, which had im-
pelled him to a tyrannous gxertion of his
power, to the ruin, of a young ﬁranger, in

VOL, ,ut. . I the

.
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the catalogue of whofe crimes nothing more
black could be found, than that he bad the
. fortune to poITe(s th‘e beauteous lldefonfa for
his wife.
< The Doge added that he had laboured to
make an atonement in fome meafure, for the :
injuftice to which he had been perfuaded,
b;r giving an account to the Holy Father of
the éxqcﬂes of the debauched Cardinal; and
that the Po‘i)e, to prevent the Church from
béing fcandalized by his conduét, had ba-
nifhed him to.a Convent a few leagues from
: Rome, with an order that the Superior -
fhould not allow him any correfpondence.’ :
¢ The Doge further ‘informed us that
L contine had obtained permiflion for the
fale of his family clates, and had returned
to Rome with Father yBernard, but that he
knew not in what partr of that capital he
refided. He advifed us,* moreover, to :

g expcdi-:e
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expedite our journey ﬂ]ither; fince, the
.POP\- being dead, Conﬁantme, freed from
reﬂ:ramt, would again ftruggle hard for the .
pofTeﬁion of Ildefonfa_. He added that an
‘.advantagc might be taken of the affembly
of the Conclave to adjuft our affairs; and
concluded with an offer of his fervices, and
a recémmendation to the Cardinal, his uncle.

“ We were on the pomt of departing,
when Antonio brought us hlS difpatches,
which relieved us from all fufpenfe as to
the fate of Sporina and Ildefonfa, on learn-
ing that they were at Ludenbourg. But
Bruno advifed our commencing a fearch
after Leontine in the neighbourhood of
Rome. Antonio, whofe knowledge of that
part of the country was better than our’s,
was added to our efcort. 5t

¢« We arrived at that city on the third

day of . the ﬁttmg of the Conclaye. Bruno
: 12 \ wrote
iy _
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wrote to Father Bernard, .requefting his
prefence at our hotel. The good Father
- came immediately, .impatient to learn“in-
telligence of Ildefonfa and Sporina.

¢ Bruno acquainted him that anxiety to
learn fomething of the family of Vene-

»

ruzzy, had determined us to make a jour-
ney to Venice, in which city we were in-
' formed of thofe difaftrous events which had
overwhelmed them; and that Antonio had
there joined us with difpatéhes‘ from his
miftrefles, recommending the ftri&eft fearch
afier Leontine.

- ¢¢" Father Bernard then affured Bruno
that he had neglected no ftep which might -
enable him to procute intelligence concern-
inghim. :

¢ I mentioned this affair,’ faid he, ¢to
the worthy '/Cardinal, my patron, who
‘thinks it fome pioject  of Conftantine,
« and
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~and laments that the facred College f(hould
fu\ﬂ‘gr‘ fo difcreditable a member to continue
with them, He is fully refolved to exhibit-
his condué to the world after the Pope’s
ele&ion; but fince you are here, anci the
fitting of the Conclave affords us leifure,
we will mutually exert ourfelves to difcover
our unfortunate friend.’ 4
“ In fa&, we departed from Rome the
following day, accompanied by Antonio.
To prevent being noticed, we feparated, in
order to vifit different diftricts, appointing,
as a general rendezvous, the houfe formerly
occupied by Sporina. For fifteen days, our
refearches were fruitlefs: Antonio was de-
fpondent ; Bruno feared left treachery fhould
have cut off his friend; as for myfelf, I
was every hour more difcouraged, but
Father Bernard was ftedfaft in maintaining
i‘S L hopes
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hopes of fuccefs. We were, nevert'nclef's,
‘determined to perfe»ere. PRt ; --'e
‘ % Bruno, having one day ftopped at an
hotel, to take fhelter from the heat of thee
day, was condutted into 2 room already
occupied by two in clerical babits. Over-
come. by fatlgLe and the weather, he had
fallen aﬂeep, but- he was difturbed by
}tbexr loud whifperipg, and, looking around,
perceived them in deep converfation. He
‘had a faint recolle&ion of having feen one
~of them before, and was endeavouring to
recall his name, when, their eyes meeting,
one of the ecclefiaftics appeared confufed.
He at length rofe, and drawmcr near to
Bruno——

. er nght faid he, €I think 1 have .
feen you before, Is not your name Bruno,
whom 1 faw fome years back at the Ifland -
‘of Corfou?’ - |

‘ iY,VI}"

-
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¢ My flay there was fo (hort,” replied our
Knight, ¢ that I fhould thank you to gneh-
tior® fomte circumftances which may remind .
«me of it.’ 3 |

¢ You were then in fearch of Hdefonfa.
and Steiner,” anfwered the Prieft, © and
Cardinal Conflantine directed you for infor-
mation to St. Gibard, who at that time
could not enter into all the detaxls thhm
his knowledge.” :

< And you, Sir,” exclaimed Bruno, ¢ are

that Prelate! I now remember you. T
am not now fecking Ildefonfa, but her
brother Leontine, who has fuddenly difap-
“peared.’

¢ Bruno then gave St. Gibard.an ac=
count of what had befallen Ildefonfa and
her hufband fince he had left Corfou.

¢« The Bithop was much affected at learn-
ing Steiner’s misfortunes. - He told Brumo
SREL 14 ; 4o that

-
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that- the climate of Corfou not agreeing
with his health, he had folicited and ob--
tained an exchéﬁge to a Con\;ent" four
leagues diftant from Rome, whither Cone
‘fantine had been banithed. He added
that the Cardinal had informed him of his
unabated paffion for Tdefonfay that he had
fent emiffaries every where, in order to dif-
cover her regreat ; and that, believing the was
‘inv'indige‘n.':e, from the confifcation of her
property, it was his intention to offer her 2
{ettlement, in cale fhe (hould liften to his
paffion. : :

' St. Gibard moreover informed Bruno
that Conflantine had learned of his emiffa-
ties that fhe refided in the vicinity of

- Rome with her mother, and in the vxllage
of Asdea, a fhort time previous to the
death of the Pope. From all thefe cir-
Cumftances, it was probable that the

Ca{dmal_

S
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Cardmal had procured the felzure of Leon=
tmc, in order to remove ,an obftacle to his
deft 1gns. upon Ildefonfa, " :
s« The Bithop requeffed Bruno to commit
to his confidence what he had told him,
being unwilling to draw upon himfelf the
enmity of a man who was implacable in his
-rcvengc.- s o
- ¢ Bruno fatisfied him on ﬁhis point, af-
furing him of his thort ftay in Italy, whither
he had only been brought for the purpofe of
difcovering Leontine. i e
'« On the fame evening Bruno, full of
this intelligence, related to Marquard and
Father Bernard what he had learned from: |
St. Gibard. On hearing this, they re- Z
{olved to await the breaking up of the |
Conclzve, and in the meantime to give over
their fearch, left “they (hould draw upon
thcmfehcs a gencral obfervation. They |
o pace refolved: |

o -
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refolved to take up their reﬁdence in the -
cottage of Ardea, which ftill belonged Lo
.Sporina, whofe term of renting it ‘had ‘not
yet expired. The worthy Father kept a=
conftant watch over cvery‘ action of Con-
ftantine, who ill believed Ildcfonfa to be at
Ardea; fince, bufy in the intrigues of the
Conclave, he had not employed himfelf to
gain further intelligence.

«A few ciays after Father Bernard’s re-
turn to Rome, Antonio announced the
amval ‘of a meflenger with a letter, whlch
he feemed in hafte to deliver.

“ Rejoice, my friends,” faid the
good Father, from whom the letter came;
¢ we have now a man ele®ed to the Pon-
tificate who will fill it with honour, The
Cardinal, my patron, has been ele@ed

' alikoft

S o
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Ja!mof’c unanimouily; one voice alone bp«- .
p?feg hi§ eievation. - Conftantine voted for
himfelf, but had none to fecond him. It’
‘was curious to obferve him paying his re-
fpects to the new Pope; comblimenting a
man whem he moft inveterately hated, as
indeed he does all who know his bafenefs.
His valet informed me that he fets out to-
morrow for his feat, about a icague diftant
from _Ardea; therefore, my friends, do -
not lofe fight of him. I cannot join you
at prefent, as I fear my abfence might |
offend my patro-n.‘ After the inftallation, I
fhall meet you at our appointed rendez-
vous; in the meantime adiea !’ - ‘ :
¢ We had no fooner read this letter, than
we fent Antonio to watch the Cardinah

This young man, whofe addrefs was only
? 16 - equalled
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_equalled by his zeal for Leontme, formed
an intimacy wn\th one of the gardtnals
" domeftics. He took him to a houfe -of
refrefhment, where he treated him on thé
: plea. of a new acquaintance, and feigned a
defire of entering into his mafter’s fervice,
‘He cajoled him in a manner to anfwer his
purpofe, and plied him conftantly with
wine. = At dength the fervant became free
' and loquacious, -and Antonio made him,
drink a fucceffion of bumpers. By dint of
thele, helearned that his mafter, the Cardi-
nal, had mn confinement, in a dungeon of
‘his_ Caftle, a young max;, who had been
.brought thither in the middle of the night
by armed men in Conflantine’s pay, un-
der pretence of faving him from further
anisfortune. It was pretended that he was
the fon of one of the Cardinal’s friends, and
that the powers of the Inquxﬁtxon were
armed

S ¢
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armed againft him, for maintaining doc-
trines hoftile to the eftablithed Church.

“ He added that it fll to 4s lot to
“carry him food, which he gave him througly
a w1cker, his mafter not trufting out of
‘his own hands- the key of his dungeon. :
From the defcription this man gave of
the prifoner, Antonio inftantly knew him
to be Leontine, He titen afled if the
Cardinal intended to make a long flay in
. the country. :

¢ I know not,” replied the domeftic :
¢ but I have heard the houfekeeper fay that
he means <o take a voyage to the Ifland of
Corfou, whither he is to conduct a young
fiece of his, who lives fecluded in a {mall
houfe in the neighbourhood. He propofes
going for her to-morrow night, accompa-
“nied only by two of his domeftics.”

: : g i s¢ Antonio
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« Antonio having gathered more intelli-

"gence than he expe@ed, went withe his

companion to the Ca{’clg-gate, and haftened-

“to acquaint us with his difcovery. It may

eafily be imagined that we remitted nothing -

of our ufual vigilance on that night, Con-
ftantine could not enter on any fide of the
houfe without fcaling the walls, We kept

fri& watch sound the premifes, agreeing to

_give each other due notice, thould any at-

tack be made. Previous to the night’s fet-
ting in, we vifited every part of the park
and manfion, and knew not how Conftan-
tine could contrive to enter. :

¢ A thought ﬁrikes‘me,’ fa;i*d Antonio.

¢ The door of the pavilion formerly inha-

“ bited by Leontine, having no infide bolts,

may be with eafe opened.’
¢ You are in the right,” faid I; ¢ it is on
this
(5]

& a
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this door he refts his hopes of entrance.
This éaccounts for his carrying off Leonf
tinelp 0 '
© ¢ Having taken Antonio’s advice, we
pofted ourfelves in a lower apartment of the
pavilion,  near the entrance. The night
being dark, was favourable to-our defigns.
All was Hu(h_ed around us. bNothin<g could
be heard but the folitary fcund of the vils
lage clock, which had Buﬁ warned us of
‘midnight. At length Antonio, who was
neareft the door, heard fome one trying the
lock ; he gave the fignal, and we ‘obferved a
- ftri& filence.. The door was opened with
the greateft precaution, and five armed men,
conduéted by a fixth holding a lan’thornl,.
entered the pavilion, but ftopped not a
moment. : :

« Antonio ran to the door, which he
clofed, and, to prevent their return, drove
‘  aftrong
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a ftrong nail into the keyhole. We fol-
.lowed the men at about’ thirty paces dif-
tant; they had only an 1iron gate to pafs,
which feparated them from the bhouft.
Whilft trying to open it, we {prang upon
them, and three being thrown ‘upon the
ground, the bthers, without atten’lpt'ing a
defence, fled precipitately. We followed
~ them clofely, #nd came up with them on
the point of re-entering the pavilion.. They
threw down their arms, and begged their
lives. We promifed to fpare - them, on
condition of their obedience' to our orders,
and naming their employer.

“ They acknowledged that Conftantine
headed them,. who had come thither with
the view of proteGting his niece from the
refearches of the lnquiﬁtion, and that he
"had endeavoured to fave himfelf by ﬁloht
the moment he faw them attacked. -

s« Afitonio’s

Qg
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« Antonio’s_ precaution we knew muft
have prevented his efcape. Bruno went to-
the ﬂa\?ilit)n to feize the Cardinal, but did
rot find him. Our fearch for fome time
was fruitlefs; at length we difcovered him
behind a thick bufh in the garden. Bruno
whifpered me that ke would not fpeak, .
le(t the Cardinal, who had feen him at Cor-
fou, thould recognife his’ vo:ce ‘

¢ Come forth, my Lord,’ faldI ¢ your
Eminence cannot be much at your cafe in.
that pofture.’

¢ Still he did not ftir. :

¢ You may as well appear,’ added I, ¢ of
your own accord, or we muft compel your
Lordip.’

« He now crawled out on his hands and
knees, and I defired the two men whom we

had difarmed, to lead bim to the pavilion,
whither
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whither Bruno and I followed, whilft Anto-

“nio went to his mother for a light.
£ Havmg quxckly returned with ‘nt we

went up to Leontine’s apartment, ‘whepe
we found every t.hmg in its place. Bruno
had lowered the vifor of his helmet, and
we held our drawn fwords in our hands. I
then addrefled Conftantine in an authorita- -
tive tone.

¢ Wretch?? I.'exclaimed, ¢ thou haft now
heaped up the meafure of thy. iniquity;
-vengeance is thy due, and thy punifhment
isnow certain, Thou art fill polluted with
the blood of the innocent, whom thou baft
facrificed to thy rage. But before you un-
dergo the fentence of your crimes, write
immediately to the gaoler of Leontine,
who is thy prifoner, commanding his in-
ftant releafe.’

i He

&
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“He immediately obeyed, perceiving the
ftrong neceflity of compliance. I fent the
note by’ Antonio.
& Sir Knight,> faid Con[’ﬁantine,r <I con-
 fefs mygfault; but I»er'mtreat that - you will
permit me to retire as foon as Leontine
arrives: my charafer demands that my -
~ abfence from my Caftle fhould not be no-
. ticed. s ; ; :
¢ Hypocrite!” I replied, ¢ the .impo{’c-ure
 which is concealed under thy robes, fhall at
length be laid bare to the public, Thy
injuftice to Leontine is the leaft of thy
crimes. againlt the noble family of Vene-
ruzzy. The blood of the murdered Stei-
ner calls aloud for vengeance, The peace
of his unhappy wife is loft by thy villaoy,
and the gratification of a ‘bafe paffion .
brought thee here: but Ildefonfa is be- -
_yond thy power.” : ; :
S .' o At

» ® -
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e At this name he turned pale;; but re-
covering himfelf, he faid— N
¢ What induces you to intereft yourfelf
in her behalf? She herfelf was the caufe
of her hufband’s death. Enragedgby her .
treatment of me béyond all bounds, I re-
folved on her hufband’s deftrution. My
crime is love—loi’e irritated and repulfed :
itisa cnme which canexcufe all others !’
< Ifcarcel) know what I replied, but I
became outrageous at this infolent juftifica-
tion of himfelf, I infifted on the fanétity
of his profeffion, which forbade the encou=
ragement of unlawful appetites; I magni-
fied his duplicity, and told him it thould no
longer prote& him. I bade him, expe& no
mercy from me, who was an inftrument in
the hands of Heaven to punith him.
“ Thearrival of Leontine put a ftop to ‘
a converfation which did not much heighten
: ‘the

|8 : O le
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the fattsfa&xon of Conftantine. <]t wasvne-
ceflary to preferve the ftri@teft fecrecy in
what we intended to do, and it was no lefs
proper to remain ftrangers in a fuperftitious

, country, where the vu‘lgat: would have
thought it an unpardonable crime to chaf=-
tize a man whom they were accultomed to
regard with reverence, .

¢ What do 1 feel’ exclalmed Leontme,
on entering. ~ ¢ How is it that Cardinal
Conftantine is at Ardea at {o late an-hour?’

¢ It is to this unfeafonable vifit,” T re-
plied, ¢ you are indebted for your liberty.
Pcrha\ps you know not where you have been
hitherto ' confined, nor on what account.
Learn then that the Cardinal caufed you to
be arrefted, and conveyed you to his
Caftle.’

Leontme exclaimed mdlgnantly at

thefe -
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days of his life? Haye you come to Padua
for pur\pofes like thefe?’ E
¢ Are not the diftinctions of, learning
* worth contending for?’ faid I. :
¢ Not at all, replied he, ¢ except by
thofe who are, hopelefs of attaining any
other diftin&ions: your allowance from
your father is liberal, and fuited to your
rank. Dleafure therefore is within your
. reach, and pie‘a’f‘urc of .a more fubftantial
kind than any that is to be derived from
Jearning.’ ‘
¢ I have heard from Vincenzio,’ faid I,
¢ that no one defpifed the rewards and re=
putation of learning but fuch as :;re without
the talents to obtain them.’
¢ Then I will make it appear,’ “replied
.he, ¢ that Vincenzio has deceived Iyou. You
know that a prize is to be given to-morrow
for the moft fatisfactory eflay upon < the
: conftiguent

L
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. “ With this encouragement, I imrh:di-
ately commenced my efforts, and having
finithed my effay, delivered it into the Chan- ,
cery of the Uaiverfity the fame evening.
As I gave it into the hands of the Verger,
I demanded of ‘him whether there were
many candidates. .
¢ Yes,’ replied he; ¢ no prize has ever
had fo many to 2011tend for it. 'The diffi-
culty of the fubjett, and the reputation
which will follow the viGory, have induced
every Dolor of the Univerfity to impofe
their commands upon their pupils to ate
tempt it.’ e :
¢ The morning at length came. I hur-
ried to the Hall, where an immenfe num-
ber of fpectators were afiembled. You
may conceive the eagernefs with which I
expected the entrance of the judges who
‘were to pronounce the decifion : they at
length
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length®appeared. A paper was held up,
and'tlgé writer of it declared to have car-
ried the pr'i‘ze. He was called forth to re=
ceive it, and ack"nowlcdge his private mark.
" No one appeared. He' was again fum-
moned. No one anfwered.j Every one
looked around them in affonifhment. Such
athing had never before happened in Pa«
dual—in a word, the aflembly broke up,
and the prize remained unbeftowed.

« As I left the hall, I faw Lorenzo, I
demanded of him, as I faw he had not been
prefent, if he knew who had obtained the
prize. : 5 : ﬂ

"« Yes,” replied he. ¢ Do you forget my
words yefterday, that the prize would be
carried by‘ one who holds the rewards of
learning and its reputation in contempt ? -
What do you now fay to Vincenzio?—
Here .behold the copy of the prize effay,

- L6 © and

s 5
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- and the counterpart of the private mdrk |—
Yes, my friend, the prize, as you fee, is
mine; and you fee how much I value it.
Confefs now that I do not defpife learniné,' :
becaufe I have not the talents to attain it !
From this time henceforth I bid it a long
adicu, and give myﬁ:lf up wholly to plea-
{ure.’

I have related the whole of this inci-
dent, as it fo ﬁronglyvilluﬁrates the cha-
ra&cr of Lorenzo, and accounts for that
umncdmte and fingular influence which he |
gained over me. In a word, he gave ano-
ther turn to my amibition. I threw my
books afide, and endeavoured to conform
myfelf to th: medel of my friend. Froma
hard ftudent, I became a man of pleafure.
Lorenzo and my(elf were now infeparable.
A jubilee, which Pope Sextus at this time
granted, rendered all the cities of Italy a

9 fcen¢
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*bhad dted in Fraly, and Icft this child in
her mfancy He had defired in his will
that fhe flroull be fent to this Convent;
and as he had left behind him a fufficient
. fum for her penfion and fupport, the com-
munity had willingly admitted her.
¢ With thefe two ’boarders Lorenzo and _
myfelf became daily admitted to more fa-
miliar converfation: we at Icngth flattered
ourfelves that we had made fome impref=
fions in our favour, and under this perfua-
fion, avowed our love. The lovely Caro-
line, the name of my miftrefs, was with
difﬁcqity reconciled to what bore fo much
the appearance of intrigue: fhe did not :
hear, howewer, without pleafure, that my
rank rendered me not unworthy of her
love. She confefled that fhe had given me
her heart before fhe had known this fecret ;-
but fhe acknowledged that my converfation
> ' . had


































































