
 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 







 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 





 



| ITALY. 153 

deceive the world, is uncertain; but cardinal de 
| ° Retz mentions, that he urged upon him the ne- 

cessity of some outward shew, to secure the re- 
r gard of the publ’c; and remarks likewise, that 

this pope seemed to him to have a very narrow 
enius. He relates, that when a fine statue was 

| shewn to the pope, he took notice only of a 
fringe that went round the bottom of the robe, 
and, in a conversation with himself, in the con- 
clave, when talking of his youthful studies, he 
observed that he had written two years with the 
samie pen. Alexander heaped wealth and ho- 
nours upon his own relations, but ordered Don- 

ia Ulympia to be prosecuted. By degrees, like. 
wise, he laid aside his austere manner of living, 
and san into the other extreme, exceeding all his 

| predecessors in the pomp and magnificence of 
\, his robes; furniture and equipages. He conti- 
*nually employed himself in trifles, became envi- 
ous«ad jealous of all the world, was ridiculous- 
ly vain, and never spoke a word of truth. Alex- 
ander induced the Venetians to permit the return 

| of the Jesuits, and issued a bull condemning the 
| book of Jansenius, which occasioned great dis- 

turbances in France. In the mean time, the peace 
of the Pyrenees was concluded without his parti- 
cipation, for which he blamed the cardinal Ma- 
zarine, minister of France, who seized every op- 
portunity of throwing contempt upon his person 
and authority. This animosity destroyed the 
good understanding between his holiness and the 
duke of Crequi, the Frengh ambassador at 
Rome. This nobleman, on his first arrival, was 
received with the utmost ceremony and respect; 
and, being distinguished by his nobility and per- 
sonal accomplishments, was greatly caressed a 

the. 
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160 ITALY. ப 

the following year, was pureed by the arch. — 
duke Charles. 6 

Pope Clement also dying, wis succveded ந: 

Innocent XIII. Benedict XII. Clement XII. %) 

Benedict XIV. and Clement 28217. who exerted — 

himself to maintain the falling power of the 4 

Jesuits. During the pontificate of this 

1 209. pope, the city and territories of Avignon 
(09. ond the Venaissin were claimed as fiefs 

by the French king. The marquis de Roche. 

covart was sent to execute this commission. 

Having summoned the vice-legate, that prelate 

made answer, that as he had no troops to op- 

pose him, he could cull make use of thewarms 

of the church; and therefore he denounced 

against him the bull in cena domini, containing the 

penalties incurred by those who seize upon the 

property of the church. But these once awful 

arms were now no longer feared; a detachment 

of dragoons entered the city, which the legate 

had evacuated. About thirty old Swiss soldiers, 

who stood with rusty partizans before the gates 

of the pope’s palace, were put aside like useless 

lumber, the gates kicked open by the jack-boot. 
ed dragoons, and possession taken in the name 
of the French king. Some French troops also 
took possession of Carpentras and Cavaillon in 
the Venaissin. 

About the same time, the duke of Parma pub- 
lished the Pragmatic Sanction, by which the 
pope’s authority over his subjects was abridged, 
and likewise expelled the Jesuits from his do- 
minions. A brief “was in consequence issued 
against him by the pope, which, all the solicita- 
tions of the French, Spanish, and German mis 
nisters, could not move him to revoke, In ree 

venge 

    

 



 











 







 











 





 



 



 



 





 







 





 











 





























 







 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 







 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


