




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ITALY. 153
| deceive the world, is uncertain; but cardinal de
® Retz mentions, that he urged upon him the ne-
8 cessity of some outward shew, to secure the re-
gard of the publ; and remarks likewise, that
| this pope seemed to him to have a very narrow
| genius. He relates,that when a fine statue was
| shewn to the pope, he took notice only of a
fringe that went round the bottom of the robe,
and, in a conversation with himself, in the con-
clave, when talking of his youthful studies, he
observed that he had written two years with the
{same pen.  Alexander heaped wealth and ho-
‘nours upon his own relations, but ordered Don-
2 Ulym pia to be prosecuted. By degrees, like-
wise, he laid aside his austere manner of living,
\and ran into the other extreme, exceeding all his
predecessors in the pomp and magnificence of
|- his robes, furniture and equipages. He conti-
| *nually employed himself in trifles, became enti-
| oussad jealous of all the world, was ridiculous-
ly vainy and never spoke a word of truth. Alex-
ander induced the Venetians to permit the return
of the Jesuits, and issued a bull condemning the
book of Jansenius, which occasioned great dis-
turbances in France. In the mean time, the peace
of the Pyrenees was concluded without his parti-
cipation, for which he blamed the cardinal Ma-
zarine, minister of France, who seized every op-
| portunity of throwing contempt upon his person
| and authority. This animosity destroyed the
good understanding between his holiness and the
duke of Crequi, the Frengh ambassador at
Rome. This nobleman, on his first arrival, was
received with the utmost ceremony and respect
and, being distinguished by his nobility and per-
sonal accomplishments, was greatly caressedtll)y
he .
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