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ROME. ° 333 

a kind of silent astonishment mixed with awe. 
Of all that great multitude, which he had so 
often insulted and terrified, none were found 
hardy enough to reproach or accuse him, ex- 
cept one young man, who pursued him with 
bitter invectives to his own door. Sylla dis- 
dammed replying to so mean an adversary ; but 
உ to those who followed, observed, “ That 
this fellow’s insolence would, for the future, 
prevent any man’s laying down an office of such 
supreme authority.” 

It $s difficult to explain the motives of Sylla’s 
abdication: whether they proceeded from vanity, 
or a deep-laid scheme of policy. Whether, 
being satiated with the usual adulation which he 
received from the terror of his power, he was 
now desirous of receiving some for his patriot- 
ism; or whether, dreading assassination, he was 
willing to disarm vengeance by retiring from 
the splendours of an envied situation *. How- 
ever this may be, he soon retired into the coun- 
try, in order to enjoy the pleasures of tranquil- 
lity and social happiness, if such a wretch were 
capable of tasting either; but he did not long 

survive his abdication, dying of a most filthy dis- 

ease}, a loathsome and mortifying objecttohuman 
ambition. He was the first of his family whose 

body was burnt ; for having ordered the remains 

of Marius to be taken out of his grave and 

thrown into the river Anio, he was apprehensive 

of the same insult upon his own, if left to the 

* Like other usurpers who had rendered themselves a kind 
of necessary evils, Sylla might possibly expect that the people 

would voluntarily confer on him as a gift the power he made 

a show of relinquishing; but if this was his aim, he was dis- 
-appointed. ர 

++ Morbus pedicularis. 
. usual  



 





 



















 







 









 



 



 



 



 









 


