


 



 



 



 



 



 



4 CANAANITES, 
ham respecting the caye of Machpelah, and their behaviour toward that patriarch merits 
our warmest approbation. 

Nothing material occurs after this 
173 4, transaction, for the space of one hun- | 

"dred and twenty-eight years, when Ha. mor, king of Shechem, sold a piece of ground to” 
Jacob ; and Dinah, the daughter of that patri-— 
arch, inflamed Shechem, the son of Hamor, | ' with the most ardent and ungovernable pas- 
sion; in Consequence of which, he violated her chastity, and brought that dreadful massa~ | cre upon his unfortunate subjects, which is cir- cumstantially detailed in the* thirty-fourth chapter of the book of Genesis, 

When Moses first advanced toward the bor- | ders of the promised land, the Canaanites in the south-eastern parts of the country united with — the Amalekites, to impede the progress of Israel ; but they were eventually unsuccessful, | though permitted to repulse such of the chosen people as attempted to enter their territory against the express decree of God. Arad was” king in the south-eastern part of Canaan, when Moses had a second time advanced to the fron- | tiers. He went ott against the invaders, and took many of them prisoners; but he was after- _ ward completely vanquished, and his country utterly destroyed, 
_ Sihon, the Amorite, residing in the ancient country of the Moabites and Ammonites, being Tequested to grant a free passage thrapeh his country to the Israelites, marched out oppose | them : but he sustained an overthrow at Jaazer, a which was attended with the loss of all his poss sessions, 
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6 CANAANITES, | 
tered, and the king himself suspended from a 
tree, and afterward buried in one of the gates, 
beneath a heap of stones. ்‌ 

In order to avert the impending destruction, 
which now began to threaten all the neigh-_ 
bouring kingdoms, the inhabitants of Gibeon, a 
city of the Hivites, sent ambassadors to Joshua, 
who, arriving at his camp in Gilgal, with old 
tattered garments, clouted shoes, and a quantity — 
of mouldy bread, assured the Israelites that they 
had come from a far country to solicit an amiable 
alliance ; and acted their parts with such address 
that Joshua, inconsiderately, made a league 
with them. At the expiration of three days the 
artifice was discovered, but the Israelites had 
already engaged to protect them as friends : they 
were, however, condemned to be hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water, to the people they 
had so subtilely deceived. 

Adonizedek, king of Jerusalem, resolving to 
make an example of the Gibeonites. who had so 
tamely surrendered their liberties, called in the 
Kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon, 
to assist him in besieging the city of Gibeon. 
The inhabitants, in this distress, applied for suc- 
cour to Joshua, who immediately came, and 
ebliged the royalconfederates to retire with the 
utmost precipitation, As they were flying, 
and had nearly reached Both-Horon, there fella 
dreadful storm of hail, which did more execu- 
tion than the arms of the Israelites. Thus per- 
secuted by the heavens above, and pressed by 
Joshua in the rear, they fled as chan’ irected 
them. In so general a dispersion, great num- 
hers of them would, in all probability, have es- 
caped, had not the sun stopped his career at 

Joshua’s  
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Joshua’s command, that the Israelites might see 
to overtake and destroy their enemies. The five 
kings found a temporary asylum ina caye near 
the city of Makkedah ; but, being discovered, 
they were soon dragged out, exposed to various 
indignities, and put to death. 

Jabin, king of Azor, receiving intelligence of 
this catastrophe, resolved to raise all the tribes 
of the Canaanites to resist the common enemy, 
and actually assembled. an army for that pur- 
pose, which is said to have been “ like the sand 
on the sea-shore for numbers.” But these con- 
federates, being attacked by surprise while they 
Were encamped near the waters of Meron, were 
driven from their camp, and pursued with great 
slaughter. 

Notwithstanding their numerous losses and 
misfortunes, the Canaanites still retained their 
courage, and kept Joshua employed for the space 
of six years, at the expiration of which great 
numbers are supposed to have emigrated into fo- 
reign countries. 

After they had been repeatedly defeated and 
reduced, the Anakim, a barbarous race who in- 
habited the mountainous part of the country, 
Were invaded and cut off, and thus the Israelites 
acquired, by degrees, the possession of the 
greatest part of Canaan. But still the Canaan- 
ites of several denominations were very power- 
ful, and, during the remainder of Joshua’s life, 
but little molested, as the conquerors were en- 
gaged வ important business of dividing their 
new té’ tories. : 

Subsequent to this division they were again 
invaded on all sides by the children of Israel. 
The tribes of Simeon and Judah marched பு 

the
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Canaanites and Perrizzites, slew ten thousand 
men in the field, and pursued the fugitives to 
the city of Bezek, the residence of king Ado- 
nibezek, who was infamous for his singular in- 
solence andinhumanity ; for, by his own confes- 
sion, he caused seventy monarchs, whom he had 
taken captive, to be deprived of their thumbs 
and great toes, and obliged them to receive 
their allowance of food, like dogs, beneath his 
table. His city was now taken by assault, and 
all the inhabitants put to death. The king him- 
self escaped, but, being overtaken in his flight, 
his thumbs and great toes were cut off, as a just 
reward for his former cruelty. 

Shortly after this expedition, the Canaanites” 
were invaded in several other parts. Those who 
dwelt in the mountains were easily reduced, 
but those who occupied the low country were 
able to make a long and vigorous resistance, be- 
ing furnished with chariots of iron. In the 
course of this war, Hebron fell into the hands of 
Caleb, who drove thence the three sons of 
Anak, 

Some vigorous attempts were also made by 
the other tribes against the cities that had fallen 
to their lot, but the adverse party maintained 
their ground with such firmness and resolution 
that, after all their calamities, they were but lit- 
tle inferior to the Israelites; nor had one tribe 
of them been extirpated except the Girgasites. 

The Canaanites, the Hivites of mount Leba- 
non, and the Sidonians, were left to pggve the 
sacred people, by exercisins them with®rempta- 
tion to idolatry : and the other devoted nations, 
living as it were in common with the Israelites, 
soon persuaded them to intermarry with them, 
and serve their gods. I 

ம
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In consequence of theirartifices, Israel B.c 
incurred the heavy displeasure of the 1085. 
Almighty, who employed a second Jabin ட்‌ 
as the instrument of their punishment. This 
prince reduced the Jews tothe most abject state 
of slavery, and oppressed them with the utmost 
rigour for the space of twenty years. At the 
expiration of that time they revolted, and pro. 
ved so successful in their attempt for the reco- 
very of their liberty that they routed Jabin’s 
army, and pursued Sisera (who had the command 
of nine hundred chariots of iron) to the gates of 
Harosheth of the Gentiles. That general, fear- 
ing to be made prisoner, quitted his chariot, 
and directed his steps with all possible speed to 
the tent of Heber, he Kenite, where he was re- 
ceived by Jael, Heber’s wife, with every token 
of respect and amity. Having refreshed him- 
self with a bowl of milk, and requested his hos- 
tess to keep watch at the tent door lest his ene- 
mies should discover him, he fell into a deep 
sleep. Jael immediately seized the opportunity 
of driving a nail into his temples, and thus de- 
rived him of life. Barak, the commander of 
rael, came to the tent in quest of the fugitive, 

and found that he had perished by the hand ofa 
Woman ; in consequence of which Jabin’s op- 
pression was set aside, and the Israelites obtain« 
ed a respite for the term of forty years. 

After this battle the history of the Ca- B.C 
naanites is very obscure and unsatis- 1047. 
பமா fit the reign of David, when ப 
that mon<.éh invaded the city of Jerusalem. 
The Jebusites, who held the fortress of Zion, are 
said to have posted their lame and blind to de- 
fend it, saying they were sufficient to keep off 

80.
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so contemptible an enemy; but David soon 
convinced them of their error, and carried the 
place by storm. About the same time they 
were invaded in Gezer, by the king of Egypt, 
and reduced tothe utmost extremities. 

Thus oppressed by Israel on the one hand. 
and assaulted by the powerfularmies of Pharaoh 
on the other, the remnant of the Amorites, Hit- 
tites, Hivites, Perrizzites, and Jebusites, were, in 
the days of Solomon, sunk to so wretched a situ- 
ation that they were unable to answer the de- 
mand of a tribute, and are therefore supposed 
to have been employed in the most laborious and 
servile works of the Jews, who reckoned them 
ofa more ignoble birth than themselves. It is 
however necessary to remark that the Canaan- 
ites, properly so called, were not subject to the 
yoke of Solomon, but, remaining free in their 
possessions on the sea-coast, gradually rose to a 
great height of fame and prosperity, under the 
appellation of Pheenicians, 

a 

SECT. II. 

The History of the Philistines, 

ர்‌ has been already observed that this people 
were descended partly from the Casluhim, 

and partly from the Caphtorim, t! posterity 
of Mizraim. Moses affirms that they drove 
out the Avim.or Avites, eyen to Gaza, and took 
possession of the country, which was the chief, 
if not the best, part of the Land of Promise. 

Their
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Their most ancient form of government was 
administered by kings, all of whom were ho- 
noured with the appellation of Abimelech, “In 
the days of Moses this monarchy was changed 
into an aristocracy of five lords; but the su- 
preme authority was again vested in the hands 
ofaking, though it is uncertain by what means 
this change was effected. The second race of 
kings was distinguished by the appellation of 
Achish, During their best times, the royal re- 
sidence was at Gath, whence it was removed, 
first to Askelon, and then to Gaza. 

The Philistines appear to have been a war- 
like and industrious people, and in the days of 
Abraham were justly famed for the purity and 
simplicity of their manners; but they gradu- 
ally degenerated into all the vices of other idol- 
atrous nations, and became the most irrecon- 
cilable enemies of the Israclites. They were 
greatly addicted to trade, entertained a very 
fond veneration for their deities, and perform- 
ed their religious ceremonies with much pomp 
and magnificence. Their language appears to 
have been easily understood by the Hebrews ; 
and they had, doubtless, the artsand sciences in 
common with the most ingenious of their con- 
temporaries. The invention of the bow and 
arrow is ascribed to this people. ; 
_ Abimelech, their king, in Abraham’s 
time, was a wise and equitable person, 1 807. 

and seems to have had an intercourse ன்‌ 
With Godzm He resided at Gerar, where he be-. 
came enamoured of Abraham’s wife, and, 
understanding she was a single woman, resolved 
to take her to his bed; but, being warned by 
the Almighty, in a dream, to restore the a 

: 0
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of his loye to her concealed husband, he called 
Abraham into his presence, rebuked him for his 
duplicity and want of confidence, and presented 
him with aconsiderable number of sheep, oxen, 
and servants, giving him free permission at the. 
same time to settle in any part of his dominions. 

Abimelech the second reigned also at Gerar, 
and had almost the same transaction with 
Isaac and Rebecea, as his father had with Abra- 
ham and Sarah. He appears to have been ac- 
tuated by the very same principles as his righ- 
teous predecessor, and certainly merited the 
epithet of a just and righteous prince. Isaac 
continued, without molestation, in the land till 
his increasing power began to give umbrage to 
the Philistines, who treated him very injuriously 
by filling up his wells as fast as his servants dug 
them, and by various other ill offices. He was 
then compelled to remove from place to place, 
till at length Abimelech renewed the covenant 

ல்‌ had subsisted between his father and Abra- 
am. 
Nothing further worthy of notice is recorded 

of these people till after the decease of Joshua, 
when they were dispossessed of Gaza, Askelon, 
and Ekron, by the united tribes of Simeon and 
Judah, which, however, they soon recoyered, 
but whether by gift or conquest is uncertain. 

About one hundred and twenty years 
‘i 305. after the reduction of these cities, the 

“~ Philistines oppressed the children of Is- 
rael, and retained them in subjecti_a till their 
delivery was effected by the valour of Shamgar, 
who is said tohave killed six hundred men with 
an ox goad. A second time they oppressed the 
Israelites, in conjunction with the Ammonites, 

in
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in the days of Jephthah: and a third time they 
reduced them, by the permission of God, and 
held them in subjection for the space of forty 
years. 

Tn this interval, Samson was born to 0 
check the pride of the Philistines. He 1137, 
fell in love with a damsel who resided at 4 
Timnath, andat the celebration of his marriage 
proposed ariddle to thirty young Philistines, 
promising to give a suit of apparel to each man, 
if within seyen days they should explain it. For 
three successive days they puzzled themselves 
with the solution of his enigma; but finding 
themselves totally ata loss, and knowing that 
Samson would demand thirty changes of appa- 
rel from them, if they could not resolve it, they 
threatened their countrywoman, Samson’s bride, 
with the most dreadful effects of their fury, if 

_she did not extricate them from their trouble. 
She accordingly wearied her husband by conti- 
nual intreaties, till at length she prevailed on 
him to disclose the ambiguity, which she com- 
municated to her guests. This transaction pro- 
ved a misfortune to Askelon, as Samson went 
thither and slew thirty men, whose garments he 
carried home to fulfil his engagement. 

Samson’s marriage was productive of 
many misfortunes to the Philistines ; for 113 6. 
his father-in-law, apprehending that his ம்‌ 
daughter was not possessed of the Israelite’s 
heart, gave her to another, and denied Samson, 
who hat» seen absent a twelvemonth, all access 
to his wife; but at the same time offered him 
another daughter, whom he highly extolled for 
her youth and personal accomplishments. But 
this proposal did not pacify Samson, who, in re- 
yenge, sent three hundred foxes with fire-brands 

Vor. II. Cc 1 at



14 PHILISTINES. 

at their tails into the fields, so that the standing 
corn was consumed, together with allthe other 
fruits of the earth. The Philistines, confounded at 
so unexpected a disaster, and understanding the 
cause of Samson’s anger, looked on his father-in- 
law as the chief incendiary, and therefore burnt 
him, together with his daughter. 

Many of them were afterward smitten by 
Samson, whom they pursued to the rock Etam, 
and received, bound, from the men of Judah. 
The Philistines shouted aloud at the sight of their 
enemy, but their joy was soon converted into 
mourning ; for Samson, ig his bonds, 
found the jaw-bone of an ass, and with that 
weapon killed a thousand of his adversaries, 

At the expiration of twenty years the Gazites 
thought they had this formidable enemy within 
their power, and fastened their gates with an 
intention to put him to death in the morning. 
But their precaution was frustrated by Samson, 
who, quitting his lodging at midnight, took the 
city gates, with their posts and bars, and carried them away to Hebron. He was however at length subdued through the treachery of his mistress Dalilah, who consented to deliver him to the lords of the Philistines for a considerable 
sum of money. 

Samson, thus betrayed through his own foll and incontinence, was deprived of his sight, 
bound in fetters of brass, and compelled to grind im the prison at Gaza : but, in consequence of his repentance and earnest prayer to. God, he was finally enabled to revenge himself in the most ample manner, by overturning the temple of Dagon, and crushing three thousand persons beneath the ruins. : 

Soon after this extraordinary event the Philis- 
tines 
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tines obtained a signal victory over Israel, and 
took the ark of God, after having slain the two 
priests who attended it: but, experiencing some 
severe afflictions while they retained it in their 
possession, they sent it back again to the Israel- 
ites, and appear to have been thoroughly sensi- 
ble of the hand that chastised them. hey soon, 
however, forgot this manifestation of the divine 
anger; for, about twenty years after, they 
marched against the chosen people, who were 
assembled at Mizpeh : but they were dispersed 
by so dreadful a storm of thunder and lightning, 
that the Israelites pursued them with great 
slaughter as far as Beth-Car, and emancipated 
themselves from the tyrannical yoke. 

The Philistines soon recovered this loss, Re 
and in a few years became more powerful 1096. 
than ever; for being informed that one ~~~” 
of their fortresses had been surprised by Jona- 
than, the son of Saul, they assembled thirty thou- 
sand chariots of war, six thousand horse, and an 
incredible number of foot soldiers, to fight with 
the Israelites, who were at this time destitute of 
arms, through the political precautions of their 
tyrannical oppressors. 

Inthe midst of their cruel depredations 
they received a check from Jonathan, 1005. 
who, inspired by a divine impulse, and ்‌ 
accompanied by hisarmour-bearer, made a con- 
siderable slaughter of one of their out-guards ; 
the noise of which spreading to the whole body 
Occasion ; so universal a tumult that they fell 
upon each other with great fury, and the earth 
1s expressly said to have shaken beneath them. 

he Israelites, perceiving the confusion, sallied 
out against them under the cemmand of Saul, 

Co and
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and pursued them with unremitting slaughter 
from Michmash to Ajalon. : 

Notwithstanding this misfortune, visibly ef- 

fected by the hand of Heaven, they recovered 

their former spirit in a few years, and resolved 
once more to try the strength of the Israelites in 

arms. They accordingly pitched their tents on 

an eminence in front of the Jewish camp, and 
sent a giant, one Goliath of Gath, to challenge 
any individual of their enemies to single combat. 
He presented himself before the intimidated 
tribes for forty days successively, without receivy~ 
ing any answer to his proposals, or his menaces ; 
but at last he was attacked and slain by David, 
a ruddy youth, who used no other weapons than 
a sling and asmooth stone chosen from a brook. 
The haughty Philistine no sooner fell than Da- 
vid severed his head from his body, and carried 
it off in triumph ; while the Philistines fled with 
the utmost 20 and were pursued with 
great slaughter to the gates of their own cities, 
Gath and Ekron. ்‌ 
_ Soon after this event they were overthrown 
in battleby David, and some great change seems 
to have been effected in their government ; for 
about this time the Scripture speaks of a king, 
whose name was Achish, and who resided at 
Gath. David, being compelled by the urgency 
of his affairs to seek an asylum in Gath, was 
brought before this monarch ; but he, supposing 
from his behaviour that he was insane, would 
take no further notice of him than to. command 
that he should no more be brought into the pre- 
sence. ்‌ 

்‌ Achish, the son of Maoch, afterward 
1060, received David and all his followers into 

his protection ; allotted him Ziglag for 
his
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his particular dwelling; and proposed to entrust 
him with an honourable command in the army : 
but this design was overruled by the lords of the 
Philistines. ச 

Achish and the Philistines now marched 
against Saul, who was encamped on mount Gil- 
boa, and, after a sanguinary contest, obtained a 
complete victory. They drove the Israelites be- 
fore them with great slaughter; put Jonathan, 
Abinadab, and Malchishua, to death; and 
closely pursued Saul, but he fell by his own 
sword before they overtook him. This conquest 
put them in possession of a great part of the 
enemy’s country. 

On David’s accession to the throne of his de- 
ceased rival, the Philistines did not offer to dis- 
turb him ; but the irreconcilable enmity which 
subsisted between the nations soon produced 
other wars, all of which terminated in favour of 
the Israelites. The Philistine now were made tri- 
butary to David, and are supposed to have applied 
themselves to commerce and the arts of peace. 

Many years after this period they were 
நவக்‌ by Nadab, ட of Israel, who yee 
besieged them in the city of Gibbethon, 
which was again invested by Elah, king of Israel, 
some years afterward ; bul they resisted the ef- 
forts of both these princes with equal intrepi- 
city and success. 

_ They are said to have courted the fayour of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, by avoluntary pay- 
ment of their tribute, which had been for some 
time neglétted : but in the reign of his son Je- 
horam they rose in open rebellion, broke into his 
kingdom, plundered the royal treasury, and ex- 
terminated all his family, except Athaliah a 

C3 er
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ker son Ahaziah, who had the good fortune to 
escape their fury. This extraordinary success 
was probably owing to the assistance they re- 
ceived from the Arabians, who at the same pe- 
riod made war upon the Israelites; but they 
were soon afterward recompensed by Uzziah, 
king of Judah, who dismantled Ashdod, Gath, 
and Jabneh, and built several strong cities 
among them to keep them in subjection. _ 
B. c, They are supposed to have remained 

‘49. peaceable under the government of Uz- 
* ziah and Jotham; but in the reign of 

Ahaz they revolted, and warred against Judah 
with such success that they added a considera- 
ble portion of country to their ancient territories. 
This acquisition was soon wrested from them b 
Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz ; and, to add to their 
misfortunes, they were at the same time attack- 
ed by the Assyrians, who besieged their city 
Ashdod, and finally deprived them of their li- 
berty. From this period they were tributary to 
the great monarchies as they succeeded each 
other, till their total destruction accomplished 
the animated predictions of the prophet Zepha- 
niah, “ Gaza shall be forsaken, and Askelon a 
desolation : they shall drive out Ashdod at the 
noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up. Wo 
unto the inhabitants of the sea-coasts, the nation 
of the Cherethites! the word of the Lord is 
against you: O Canaan, the land of the Philis- 
tines, I will even destroy thee, that chere shall 
be no inhabitant: and the sea-coasts shall be 
pte and cottages for shepherds, and fields 

CHAP.
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CHAP. I. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS, FROM THE BIRTH 
ABRAHAM TO THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY, 
INCLUDING THE GEOGRAPHY OF PALES- 
TINE.’ : 

HIS rich and beautiful tract of country was 
T first called the Land of Canaan, from Noah’s 
grand-son, by whom it was peopled : but in later 
ages it has been distinguished by other appella- 
tions; such as the Land of Promise, the Hol 
Land*, Palestine}, Judea, and the Land of Israel. 

It was bounded on the west by the Mediter- 
ranean ; on the east by the lake Asphaltites, the 
river Jordan, the Sammachonite lake, and the 
sea of Tiberias ; on the north by the mountains 
of Antilibanus, or the province of Pheenicia ; 
and on the south by Edom or Idumeay. Its ex- 

tent 

* The Jews have dignified this country with the title of 
Holy Land on account of its metropolis, which was re- 
garded as the centre of God’s worship, and his peculiar ha- 
bitation; and Christian writers have deemed it worthy of 
the samc honour, as being the sceneon which the Son of 
God accomplished the great work of redemption. i 

+ It was called Palestine from the Palestines or Philis- 
tines, who possessed a considerable share of it: and Judea, 
from the tribe of Judah, who inhabited the finest part of 
the whole. At present it is generally distinguished by the 
name of Palestine, 7 த்‌ 

¥ Itis neccusary to observe that this description is confin- 
ed to the part which is properly called ** the Land of Pro- 
mise ;” the boundaries of that part which belonged to two 
tribes and a half on the other side Jordan, called Peraea, 
and of the Kingdoms of Sion, Og, é&c., are not so easil 

"ascertained,
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tent, according to the most accurate maps, ap- 

pears to haye been 200 miles in length, and 
about g0 in breadth at the widest part. It reach- 
ed from 31 deg! 30 min. to 33 deg. 20 min. of 
north latitude ; and from 34 deg. 50 min. to 57 
deg. 15 min. of east longitude. _ j 

The serenity of the air, the fertility of the soil, 
and the incomparable excellence of the fruits of 
Palestine, induced the Jewish lawgiver to de- 
scribe it, as a land that flowed with milk and 
honey ; alandof brooks and waters, of fountaius 
that spring out of the hills and valleys; a land 
of wheat and barley, of yines, of pomegranates, 
figs, and honey; a land where 1s no lack or. 
scarcity of any thing.” Its richness and fecun- 
dity have been extolled eyen by Julian the apos- 
tate, and many writers have descanted upon its 
natural beauties: but, in consequence of the just 
anger of God, the greater part of it is now re- 
duced into a mere desert, and seems incapable 
of cultivation. 

Subsequent to its conquest by the children of 
Israel, Judea, in its most extensive sense, was di- 
vided into maritime and inland, as well as into 
champaign and mountainous ; and again subdivi- 
ded into Judea on this side, and Judea beyond 
Jordan. But the most considerable division was 
that made by lot among the twelve tribes, for the 
prevention of murmurs and discontent, when two 
tribes and a half were seated beyond the river, 
and the rest on this side. In the reign of king 
Solomon it was divided into twelve districts, each 
under a peculiar officer; and, in the time of | 

any more than the conquests and acquisitions | ascertained, 
which they afterward made under the reign of their most 
Prosperous monarchs, ட 

- his
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his imprudent son Rehoboam, a more fatal divi- 
sion was effected by the reyolt of ten tribes, who, 
under the conduct of Jeroboam, established a 

‘new monarchy, which they called the kingdom 
of Israel, in opposition to that of Judah. The 
Romans divided it into tetrarchies and topar- 
chies; and, after various changes that took place 
under the northern barbarians, Saracens, &c, 
the Turks reduced it to a province under the 
bashawship of Damaseus. It will, however, be 
proper to give a general description of the coun- 
try, prior to the history of its successive inha- 
bitants and revolutions. 

Of the mountains, so frequently celebrated in 
the poetic books of Holy Writ, those of Leba- 
non*, or Libanus, were the highest and most 
considerable. ‘This famous chain is computed 
to be about 300 miles in compass, having Meso- 
otamia on the east, Armenia on the north, 
alestine on the south, and the Mediterranean 

on the west. It consists of four ridges, which 
rise above each other: the first is extremely 
fertile in grain and fruit; the second barren and 
Tocky; the third embellished with verdant 
plants, balsamic herbs, and odoriferous flow- 
ers; and the fourth, by reason of its surprising 
height, is generally covered with snow. Seve- 
Tal considerable rivers have their source in these. 
Mountains, viz. the Jordan, Rocham, Nahar- 
Rossian, and Nahar-Cadicha; and some others, 

* These mo«atains make a considerable figure in the 
Jewish history, on account of the prodigious number of 
cedars, which they afforded for the ornament of Solo- 
mon’s temple and metropolis. And St. Jerome, speaking of 
Libanus, says, “ it isthe highest hill in all the Land of 
Promise, as well as the most woody.” 

rush
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rush down the heights, and form the most beau- 
tiful cascades that ever attracted the admiration 
of the curious. The western ridge is properly 
distinguished by the appellation of Libanus, as 
the eastern is called Antilibanus. They are at 
present inhabited by the Maronites and wild 
Arabs; and decorated with various edifices, as 
churches, conyents, chapels, grots, &c. 

Mount Hermon, the summit of which, like 
Lebanon, is usually capped with snow, is the 
next in dignity for height, and was once famed 
for an ancient temple, much resorted to by the 
superstitious heathens. It isalso celebrated by 
the royal psalmist for its refreshing dews, which 
descended on the adjoining mount of Sion: aud 
St. Jerome asserts that its snow was carried to 
Tyre and Sidon, to be used for the purpose of 
cooling liquors. ' 

Mount Vabor is justly admired for its beauty, 
regularity, fertility, aud central situation, ina 
large plain, at a distance from any other hill. 
It enjoys the noblest prospect that can possibly 
beimagined of many places famed in Scripture ; 
such as the hills of Samaria and Engadi, on the 
south ; those of Hermon and Gilboa, on the east 
and north-east; and mount Carmel, on the south- 
west. Some remains of the wall and gates built 
by Josephus are still visible on the top; andon 
the eastern side are those of a strong castle; in 
the cincture of which are three altars in remem- 
brance of the three tabernacles, which St. Peter 
proposed to erect, at the time of our Lord’s trans 
figuration, on this mountain. 

Mount Carmel stands on the skirts of the sea, 
and is the most remarkable headland on the 

coast.
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coast. It seems to have derived its name* from 
its abundant fertility, and is highly venerated 
both by Jews and Christians, as haying been the 
residence of the prophet Elijah. ச 
Mount Olivet, or the Mount of Olives, is 

situated at the distance of one mile from Jeru- 
salem, and commands a fine view of the city, 
from which it is parted by the brook Kedron and 
the valley of. Jehoshaphat. It is not, in reality, 
asingle hill, but part of a long ridge, with four 
summits, extending from north to south; the 
middlemost of which is that whence our Sayiour 
ascended into Heaven. 

Mount Calvary claims our chief regard, as the 
scene of our Redeemer’s sufferings and death. 
Tt stood anciently without the gates of the city, 
being the place appointed for public executions. 
But the emperor Adrian, haying ordered Jeru- 
salem to be rebuilt a little to the northward of 
its former situation, enclosed this mountain 
within the walls. Constantine erected a mag- 
nificent church upon it; and it has always been 
regarded as a place of great veneration by 
Christians of all denominations. 
Mount Gihon stands west of Jerusalem, and at 

asmaller distance than Calvary, being about two 
furlongs from the gate of Bethlehem. It was 
here that Solomon was anointed king by Zadock 
the priest, and Nathan the prophet. ‘There was 
also a celebrated pool upon it, from which king 
Hezekiah breught water, by an aqueduct, into 
the city. Itis still a noble basin, one hundred 

_ ™ The word ‘carmel, according to the Hebrew import, 
Mignifies the vine ef Gad, and is constantly used in the 
Plophetic books, to represent any place planted with a 

Profusion of fruit trees. 
and
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and six paces long, and sixty-seven broad, lined 
with plaster, and well stored with water. 
Mount Moriah, the site of the famous temple 

of Solomon, stands on the south-east of Calvary, 
having Millo on the west, so called from the 
filling up of that deep valley, in order to raise it 
to a level with the rest. It is commonly sup- 
posed that Abraham was commanded to offer 
his beloyed son Isaac as a burnt sacrifice to God 
upon this mountain. This account of the moun- 
tains may be concluded with observing that 
those in the kingdom of Judah mostly stand 
southward, toward the land of Edom; but those 
of the kingdom of Israel are interspersed within 
thecountry. 

The most celebrated of the valleys were 
Berakhah, in the tribeof Judah, on the west side 
of the lake of Sodom; Siddim, famed for the 
overthrow of Chedorlaomer ; Shaveh, or the 
royal valley, where the king of Sodom met 
Abraham after the defeat of the confederates: | 
the vale of Salt, celebrated for the overthrow of | 
the Edomites by David and Amaziah 3 Jezrecl, 
the scene of Jezebel’s untimely end; Mamre, | 
so called from the name of its owner, and fran 
the oak under which Abraham entertained the 
three celestial visitors ; Rephaim, the vale of the 
Titans and giants; Jehoshaphat, so called from 
the victory there obtained by a monarch of that 
name; Hinnom, anciently defiled by many bar- 
barous rites and superstitions ; Zeboim, which 
received its appellation from one of the four 
cities that perished with Sodom near the Dead 
Sea; Achor, where Achan was put to death by 
the Israelitish host for his sacrilege; Bochim, 
so denominated from the universal mourning, 

which
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which the Israelites made there on account of 
the dreadful message they receiyed from God 
for their disobedience; and the valley of Elah, 
famous for the defeat of Goliath and the Philis. 
tines, by David, and his royal patron Saul. 

There were likewise several noted plains in 
Palestine, viz. the great plain, through which 
the river Jordan runs; the plain of Jezreel, 
which extended from Seythopolis to Mount 
Carmel; Sharon, where the Gadites are sup- 
posed to have fed their numerous flocks and 
herds; Sephelah, which extended westward and 
southward of Eleatheroplis; Jericho, much 
celebrated for its palm-trees, balm, shrub, and 
rose-trees ; and many others, 

The deserts and wildernesses of this country 
are mentioned in the sacred history; these are 
not, however, to be understood of places quite 
barren or uninhabited ; for several of them con- 
tained cities and villages. The word, therefore, 
commonly meant no more than a tract that pro- 
duced neither corn, wine, nor oil, but was left 
to the spontaneous productions of nature. The 
most noted of these deserts were Arnon, in 
which the river of that name runs through the 
land of Gilead; Ziph, where David sought an 
asylum from persecution ; Cadesh, near Cadesh- 
arneah, on the south side of Judah, mentioned. 

as the place where Moses and Aaron were chas- 
tised for smiting the rock; Mahon, on the south 
of Jeshimesr 5 Tekoah, Bezer, Gibeon, and se- 
Veral others, ies. 
“Among the woods or forests, mentioned in 

Scripture, were those of Hareth, whither David. 
withdrew from Saul; Ephraim, where Absalom 

Vou, IL. D received
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received the just reward of his rebellion ; Leba- 
non, where Solomon built a magnificent palace ; 
and Bethol, whence the she bears came and de- 
voured the children who insulted the prophet 
Elisha. 

Of the seas there are commonly reckoned 
five, viz, the Mediterranean, the Dead sea, the 
sea of Tiberias, the Samachonite sea, or lake, and. 
the sea of Jazer. ‘The first of these has been 
frequently described by travellers: the second, 
called by some authors the Asphaltite lake, is so 
impregnated with salt that those who dive be- 
neath its surface are immediately covered with 
a kind of brine; and vast quantities of bitumen 
are thrown, by its waves, upon the shore: the 
third is highly commended by Josephus for the 
sweetness A coolness of its water, and variety 
of excellent fish: the fourth is famed only for 
the thiekness of its water, from which itis sup- 
posed t have derived its name: and the fifth is 
no other than a small lake in the vicinity of the 
city of Jazer. 

The Jordan is the most considerable of the 
rivers, and indeed the only stream that merits 
the name; as the Arnon, Jabbok, Chereth, 
Sorek, Kishon, Bosor, &c. are but brooks or 
rivulets in comparison of this, or the Euphrates. 
It has its source at the famous lake of Phiala, 
about ten miles worth of that of Samachon ; its 
course is mostly southward, inclining a few de- 
grees toward the west; its breadth, has been 
compared to that of the Thames at Windsor; its 
depth is said to be three yards at the very brink; 
its rapidity considerable ; and the scenery of its 
banks varied, according to the places which it 

inter-
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intersects. - In ancient times it overflowed about 
the season of the early harvest, or soon after 
Easter; but it is no longer subject to this inun- 
dation. The plain on both sides, from the sea 
of Tiberias, to the Asphaltite lake, is extremely 
arid and unwholesome during the heat of sum- 
mer, and evyery-where steril, except that part 
which lies contiguous to the river, 

Among the most remarkable curiosities of 
Palestine may be justly reckoned various petri- 
factions in the neighbourhood of mount Carmel, 
which bear the most exact resemblance to ci- 
trons, melons, olives, peaches, and other vege- 
table productions. Here are also founda kind of 
oysters, and bunches of grapes of the same con- 
sistence. Small round stones, resembling peas, 
have been frequently seen on a spot of ground 
near Rachel’s tomb, not far from Bethlehem. 
On the same road is a fountain, honoured with 
the name of “ Apostle’s Fountain ;” anda little 
further is a barren, rugged, and dismal soli- 
tude, to which our Saviour is said to have retired 
when he was tempted by the Devil. In this 
desert appears a steep and craggy mountain, on 
the summit of which are two chapels. There 
are also several gloomy caverns in the neigh- 
bourhood, formerly the solitary retreat of Chris- 
tian anchorets. 

Under this class must also be ranked the hot 
and medicinal waters of Palestine; the saline 
efflorescenggs observed atthe distance of a few 
eagues from the Dead sea; and the celebrated 
fruit, called by the Arabs zachone, which 
§tows on a kind of thorny bush, and resembles a 
Small unripe walnut. f 

Among the artificial rarities may be consi- 
D2 dered
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dered the ruins of Ptolemais*, or St.John d’Acre, 
which still retain many vestiges of ancient mag~ 
nificence ; such as the remains of a noble Gothic 
cathedral, formerly dedicated to St. Andrew; 
the church of St. John, the titular saint of the 
city; the convents of the knights hospitallers; 
and the palace of their grand master. The re- 
mains of Sebaste, the ancient Samaria, though 
long ago laid in ruins, and great part of it turn- 
ed into arable land, exhibit some marks of those 
sumptuous edifices with which it was adorned 
by king Herod. ‘Toward the north side is a 
large square piazza, encompassed with marble 
pillars, together with the fragments of strong 
walls at some distance. But the most remark- 
able object is a church, said to have been built 
by the empress Helena, over the place where St. 
John the Baptist was beheaded, the dome of 
which, together with some beautiful columns, 
capitals, and mosaic work, prove it to have 
been a noble fabric. 

Jacob’s well is highly venerated by Christian 
travellers, on account of its antiquity, and of 
our Redeemer’s conference with the woman of 
Samaria. It is hewn out of the solid rock, 
about thirty-five yards in depth, and three in 
ககன்‌ and is at present covered witha stone 
vault. ‘ 

* This city had two walls well flanked with towers and 
other bulwarks; and each wall had a ditch lined with 
stone. But now those works are overthrown, and their 
fragments appear like a succession of huge rocks, About 

half a mile east of the town is a curious pyramidal hill, so 

improved by art that its steepness renders it altogether in- 
accessible, except on the sou:h-west side. On this emi- 
nence the bashaw commonly pitches his pavillion, when 
be takes this town in his circuit. | 

The
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‘The pools of Solomon, supposed to liave been 
made by order of that monarch for the supply of 
his palaces, gardens, aud even the metropolis it- 
self, still appear to have beena work of immense 
cost and labour. Such are also the sealed foun- 
tains: immediately opposite. These pools are 
three in a row, one oyer the other, and disposed 
in such a manner that the water of the upper- 
most may fall into the second, and from the se- 
cond into the third. . They are all quadrangu- 
lar, and of an unequal breadth, viz. about nine- 
ty paces; but in length they differ, the first 
being one hundred and sixty paces, the second 
two hundred, and the third two hundred and 
twenty: they are all of a considerable depth, 
walled and plastered, and contain a large quan- 
tity of water. At the distance of one hundred 
and twenty paces is the spring which supplies 
them. The aqueduct is built on a foundation of 
stones, and the water runs in earthen pipes 
about ten inches in diameter. ‘This work anci- 
ently extended several leagues, but at present 
there are only some fragments of it to be found. 
The gardens of Solomon have also heen long de- 
stroyed, and the ground is said to appear almost 
Incapable of cultivation. 5 

The famous pools of Gihon and Bethesda may 
be ranked among the most stately ruins: the for- 
mer is situated about a quarter of a mile from 
Bethlehem-gate westward: its length is a hun- 
dred and six paces, and its breadth sixty-seven. 
It is lined weth wall and plaster, and contains a 
considerable store of water. The other, at Jeru- 
salem, is one hundred and twenty paces long, 
forty broad, and eight deep ; but atpresent it © 
is dry. 

D3 In
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In the city of Bethlehem they pretend to show 
the stable and manger where the Messiah lay at 
the period of his nativity ; and exhibit a grotto 
hewn out of a chalky rock, in which they affirm 

the blessed virgin concealed herself and holy 
child from the persecution of Herod. , 

At Nazareth is a magnificent church under 
ground, said to occupy the very cave where the 
Virgin Mary received the angel’s salutation, and 
where two beautiful pillars of granite are erect- 
ed in commemoration of that inferesting event. 
At asmall distance are some fine remains of a 
larger church, supposed to have been erected in 
the time of the empress Helena. But this is 
much inferior to the great church built over our 
Saviour’s sepulchre by the same empress, and 
called the church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

The Jast class of artificial curiosities worthy 
of notice is that of the sépulchral monuments, 
which are scattered all over the country ; and of 
which the most remarkable are selected for the 
reader’s gratification. 

The tomb of the holy virgin, situated near 
Jerusalem, in the valley of Jehoshaphat, to 
which there is a descent by a magnificent flight 
of steps, has on the right hand side the sepul- 
chre of St. Anna the mother, and on the left 
that of Joseph, the husband of Mary. In each 
division are altars for the celebration of divine 
worship; and the whole is cut out of the solid 
rock, ; 

_ The monument of king Jehoshaphat is di- 
vided into several ன்‌ ல்ல of which 
contains his tomb, adorned with a stately por- 
tico and entablatyre. That of Absalom, two 
furlongs distant from Jerusalem, is about twenty 

cubits
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| cubits square, adorned below with four columns - 
| of the Ionic order, with their capitals, and enta- 

blatures to each front. From the height of 
twenty to forty feet it is somewhat less, and 
quite plain, excepting a small fillet at the ப்ட்‌ 
per end; and from forty to the top it changes 
into a round, which tapers gradually to a point, 
the whole cut out of the solid rock. 

A little further westward is the tomb of Ze- 
chariah, the son of Barachiah, who is said to 
have been slain by the Jews between the temple 
and the altar. This structure is all cut out of 
the natural rock. It is eighteen feet high, as 
many square, and adorned with Ionic columns, 

But the most curious and magnificent pieces of 
antiquity of this kind are the royal sepulchres 
without the walls of Jerusalem: they are all 
hewn out of the solid marble rock, and contain 
several spacious and elaborate apartments. On 
the eastern side is the entrance leading to a 
stately court, about one hundred and twent 
feet square, neatly wrought and polished. On 
the south side is a sumptuous portico, embellish- 
ed in front with a kind of architraye, and sup- 
ported by columns ; and on the left of the por-— 
tico is a descent into the sepulchral apartments. 

The first of these is a handsome room, about 
twenty-four feet square, formed with such, neat- 
ness and accuracy that it may justly be styled 
a beautiful chamber, hollowed out of one piece , 
of marble. From this room are three passages 
leading to otherchambers of a similar fabric, but 
of different dimensions; in each of which (the 
first excepted) are stone coffins placed in niches, 
that were once covered with semicircular lids, 
embellished with flowers, garlands, &c., but . 

now
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now broken to pieces. The door-cases, hinges, 
pivots, &c, are all of the same stone with 
the other parts of these rooms, and even the 
doors appear to have been cut out of the very 
piece to which they hang. Why these grots 
are honoured with the appellation. of the se- 
pulchres ofthe kings is not exactly known, but _ 
whoever views them-with any degree of atten- 

_ tion must be induced to pronounce them a royal 
work, and to regard them as the most authentic 
remains of the old regal splendor’ that are to be 
met with in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 

Subsequent to this general description of Pa- 
lestine, it may be proper to give a concise ac- 
count of the seyeral lots and countries assigned 
to the Israelites, beginning with those of the two 
tribes and a half, seated beyond Jordan; pro- 
ceeding to the nine and a half on this side, 
styled more properly the Holy Land; and con- 
cluding with a topical description of the conti- 
§uous countries, the history of the inhabitants 
of which, who either mingled with or bordered 
upon the Jews, has been already giyen in the 
preceding chapters. ‘ 
_ The kings of Bashan and of the Amorites be- 
ing vanquished by the children of Israel, their 
territories were settled by the two tribes of Reu- 
ben and Gad, with half of Manasseh. * Reuben, 
who was the eldest, had the southern part of the 
new conquest, extending from the north-east 
Coasts of the Asphaltite lake along the -eastern 
banks of the river Jordan; divided®n the south 
from Midian by the Arnon; on the north from 
the tribe of Gad, by another little river; and 
bordered on the east partly by the Moabites, and 
partly by the Ammonites; while the Jordan 

parted
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parted it on the west from “‘ The Land of Pro- 
mise.” It exhibited three famous mountains, viz. 
Peor, Nebo, and Pisgah, and was every whereex- 
tremely fertile incorn, wine, fruit, and pasturage. 

. Tothe north of Reaben was fixed the tribe of 
Gad, having likewise the river Jordan on the 
west, the Ammonites on the east, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh on the north. ‘This tract of 
country, like the former, was famed for its rich 
pastures and exuberant productions. 
The portion allotted to the half tribe of Ma- 

nasseh was bounded on the south by that of Gad ; 
on the west by the Jordan and Samachonite 
lake; on the east by the hills of Bashan and 
Hermon ; and onthe northby a part of Lebanon. 
Itsextent was almost equal to the other two, and’ 
it was afterward more properly called Upper 
Galilee, or the Galilee of the Gentiles. 

On this side of the Jordan, and on the furthest 
rorthern verge of Judea, lay the province of 
Lower Galilee, occupied by the tribes of Asher, 
Zebulun, Naphtali, aud Issachar. It produced 
an abundance of corn, oil, wine, and fruits of 
various sorts; and was, in its flourishing condi-’ 
tion, so full of towns and villages that Josephus 
observes the least of them contained fifteen thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

The tribe of Asher was seated on the north- 
West corner of the province, having the Mediter- 
Tanean on the west, Zebulun on the south, and 
Naphtali on the east. Its fecundity, and the 
excellence of fits productions, fully answered the 
blessing which dying Jacob gave it: ‘ that, the 
bread of it should be fat, and that it should yield 
royal dainties.” 1 
 Naphtali possessed a tract of country bene 

that |
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that of Asher and the river Jordan. It was ex- 
ceedingly, fertile, and extended along the west. 
ern bank of the river from Mount Lebanon to 
the sea of Tiberias. 

To the south of Asher and Naphtali was seated 
the tribe of Zebulun, having the Mediterranean 

"on the west, the sea of Galilee’on the east, the 
river Jepthael on the north, and that of Kishon 
on the south; and, by its vicinity to the sea, its 
numerous ports, and extensive commerce, it per- 
fectly verified the blessings given to.Zebulun 
both by Jacob and Moses, ; ர ப 

The possessions of Issacher were bounded by 
the Jordan on the east, by Zebulun on the north, 
by the Mediterranean on the west, and by the 
other half of Manasseh on the south. Its most | 
remarkable places were the Mounts Carmel and 
Gilboa, the valley of Jezreel, and the great 
plain of Megiddo. * 

On the south of Zebulun lay the other half 
tribe of Manasseh, and south of this was the ter- 
hoy of Ephraim, distinguished in later terms 
by the name of Samaria. These tracts of coun- 

“try, though contiguous to each other, varied considerably, some parts being mountainous, 
rocky, and steril, while others were pleasant, 
fertile, and populous. ‘That portion which ap- pertained to Manasseh was bordered on the north and south by Issachar and:'Ephraim, and on the east and west by the Jordan and the Me- diterranean. It was agreeably diversified with 
mountains, plains, and valleys, and contained 
4 considerable number of stately cities, — The tribe of Ephraim occupied the south side of Samaria, and extended, like that of Manasseh, 
from the “Mediterranean to. the river Jordan. 

The
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The low lands were extremel y rich and Juxu- 
riant; the hills afforded excellent pasture, and. 
even the rocks were highly ornamented with 
trees, The towns and cities were numerous, 
and the population considerable, : 

Judea, properly so called, was jsituated on 
the most southern side of the whole, haying Sa- 
maria on the north, the Mediterranean on the west, Egypt and Idumea on the south, and the Jordan and Dead sea on the east. The climate 
was warm, but refreshed with cooling winds; 
and the face of the country exhibited the most 
beautiful assemblage of verdant mountains, irr- 
guous plains, fruitful hills, enamelled valleys, 
and crystal rivulets; while a rich profusion of 
corn, wine, and oil, evinced the natural fecun- 
dity of the soil. j ல்‌ 

This canton was inhabited by the tribes of 
Benjamin, Judah, Dan, and Simeon: the first 
of which lay contiguous to Judah on the south, 
to Samaria on the north,-and to Dan on the 
west. It contained but few towns and cities; | 
but this want. was amply compensated by: the 
Possession of the city of Jerusalem, the centre — 
ofthe Jewish worship, the seat of the monarchs 
and pontifis, and the great metropolis of the 
Holy Land. * 
Jerusalem was formerly divided into four 

parts, each enclosed with separate walls, viz. 
The old city of Jebus, situated on Mount Zion, 
Where Dayidsand his successors resided; the _ Ower city, embellished with some. magnificent 
Palaces and citadels, by Solomon, Antiochus, 
ind Herod ; the new city, chiefly inhabited by 
merchants, tradesmen, and artificers ; and Mount 

oriah, which supported the sumptuous tome 
௦
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of Solomon*, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar,. 
but rebuilt by the Jews on their return from the 
Babylonish captivity, and afterward renewed, 
adorned, and enriched by Herod. 

This once rich and stately metropolis: is at 
Present reduced to a thinly inhabited town, of 
sthout three miles in circumference. _It stands 
in 31 deg.'48 min. of north latitude, and 35 
deg. 34min. of east longitude, on a rocky emi- 
nence, surrounded on all sides, except the 
north, with steep ascents and deep valleys be- 
low ; and these again enyironed with other hills 
at a distance. ‘The soil in some places produces 
corn, wine, and oil; but the greater part, for 
want of cultivation, is become stony, sandy, and 
barren. Subsequent to its total destruction by 
Vespasian, the emperor Adrian built a new city 
almost upon the site-of the old town, and 
adorned it with several noble edifices, but in the 
time of Helena, mother of Constantine the 
Great, it was found in so ruinous and forlorn a - 
condition as raised her pity into a noble zeal of 
restoring it to its ancient grandeur. 

With this design she caused all the rubbish to 
be remoyed from Mount Calvary, and ordered 2 
magnificent church to be built hens to compre- 
hend as many of the scenes of our Redeemer’s 
sufferings as copld be conveniently enelosed 
within one edifice. The walls are of stone, and 
the roof of cedar: the east end includes Mount 
Calvary, and the west contains fie holy sepul- 
chre, The former is covered with a handsome 

ர € For a satisfactory description of cae incomparable 
‘building, sce the sixth and seventh chapters of tlic First 
Book of Kings, ்‌ 

cupola,
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cupola, supported by sixteen massive columns, 
formerly incrusted with marble. . The centre is 
open on the top just over the sepulchre ; and 
above the high altar, atthe east end, is another stately dome, The naye of the church forms 
the choir, and im the interior aisles are the 
places where the most remarkable circumstances of our Saviour’s passion were transacted ; toge- 
ther with the tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin, the first two Christian kings of Jerusalem. An 
ascent of twenty-two steps leads to a chapel, 
where that part of Calyary is shewn on which 
the Messiah was crucified. The altar is adorned 
with three’crosses, and other costly embellish- 
ments, among which are forty-six silver lamps 
that are kept constantly burning. Contiguous to- 
this is another small chapel fronting the body of 
the church. At the west end is the chapel of 
the sepulchre, hewn out of the solid rock, and 
ornamented with pillars of porphyry. © The 
cloister round the sepulchre is divided into seve- 
ral chapels for the use of the different Christian 
sects who reside there; and on the north-west 
are the apartments of the Latins, who have the | 
care of the church. A 

{t may be proper to mention here an edifice 
erected on Mount Moriah, called Solomon’s tem= 
ple, though it is not easy to guess when or by 
‘Whom it was built.’ The entrance is at the east 
end, under an octagon, adorned with a cupola 
and lantern ;.,and toward the west is 2 straight 
aisle like that of achurch, the whole surrounded 
With a spacious court, and walled on every side. 
In the midst of it is erected a Turkish mosque, 
temarkable neither for its structure nor magni- 
tude, but which makes a stately figure by its 
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Ephraim, on the west by the Philistines and 
the Mediterranean, on the south by Simeon, 
and on the east by Judah and Benjathin: Its 
greatest length, from north to south, did not 
exceed forty miles; and the whole tract was 
rather narrow ; but what it wanted in room 
was fully compensated by the richness of the 
soil, and the valour and industry of its inhabi- 
tants, some of whom penetrated to the utmost 
verge of Palestine on the north in quést of new 
settlements. Here was the famous valley, Na- 
hal-Escol, from which the Israelitish spies 
brought Moses such noble specimens of the fer- 
tility of the land, Among the most considera- 
ble cities of this part was Joppa, now Jaffa, the 
only port which the Jews had on the Mediter- 
ranean; it was seated on a high hill, which 
fommanded a fine prospect of a fertile country 
on one side, and of the seaon the other. This 
City suffered so severely during the holy war 
that scarcely any of its buildings were left 
Standing, except two old castles. It is now re- 
built toward the sea, with storehouses, and is 
possessed of a considerable trade. On the 
western side of the haven is a copious spring, 
which yields an excellent supply to the in- 
habitants, and an acceptable refreshment to 
travellers, 

The tribe of Simeon was confined to a very 
Small territory in the most southern corner of 
Judea, bounsled by Dan on the north, by the 
litle river Sichor on the south, by Judah’ on the 
east, and by a small neck of land toward the 

editerranean,on the west. The greatest part 
of it was sandy, barren, and mountainous; and 
the inhabitants were so harassed by the Idu- 

112 means
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means on one side, and the Philistines on the 
other, that they were necessitated to seek their 
fortune among other tribes. Some hired them- 
selves out toassist their brethren in the conquest of 
their lots, and others dispersed themselves among 
every tribe, where they served as scribes, nota-~ 
ries, &c. 50. fully was Jacob’s.curse verified on 
thein, as well as on the tribe of Levi, on account 
of their cruel massacre of the Shechemites: 
“Cursed (said the patriarch) be their anger, 
for it was fierce ; and their revenge, for it was 
inhuman ; I will disperse them in Jacob, and 
<eatter them in Israel.” 

Haying thas completed the purposed descrip- 
tion of the lots of the twelve tribes, it will be 
proper to speak of the five Philistine satrapies, 
before we enter upon the geography of those 
nations which bordered on the Israelitish pro- 
vinces, 4 
These satrapies, viz. Gath, Ekron, Ashdod, 

Ascalon, and Gaza, were situated along the. Mes 
diterranean coast; and extended from the sea- 
port of Jamnia to the mouth of the river Bezor. 
The dimensions of their territories cannot be 
satisfactorily ascertained, but they were upon 
the whole confined within narrow limits. 

Gath, the birth-place of the gigantic warrior 
Goliath, was conquered by king David, fortified 
by Rehoboam, and retaken by Uzziah and Heze 
போண்‌, It ‘was seated under ‘the 35th degree a 
east longitude, and 31st degree, 56enin. of north 
latitude ; six miles south of Jamnia, fourteen 
south of Joppa, and thirty-two west of Jerusa- 
lem. It recovered its liberty and pristine splen- 
dor in the days of Amos and Micah, but was af- 
‘terward demolished by Hazael, king of aS 

After



JEWS. 41 

After that period it was a place of small consi- 
deration, till the holy war, when Fulk, king of 
Jerusalem, erected a castle on its ruins. 
Ekvon, situated about. ten miles south of Gath, 

and thirt -four west of Jerusalem, appears to 
have been 2 place of considerable, strength and 
importance! Upon the first division of “ The 
promised Land,” it fell to the lot of Judah, but 
was afterward giyen to the tribe of Dan, 

_ Ashdod was a famous port'on the Mediterra- 
nean, situated about fifteen miles south of Ekron, 
between that city and Ascalon. It was here 
the idol Dagon fell in pieces before the ark of 
God. The strength of the place was so consi- 
derable that it is said to have sustained a; siege 
of twenty-nine years under Psammeétichus, king 
of Egypt. 

Ascalon, another maritime town and satrapy, 
lying between Ashdod and Gaza, was reckoned 
the strongest of any on.the Philistine coast ; but 
was soon reduced, after the death of Joshua, by 
the tribe of Judah. This city was made an epis- 
copal see from the earliest ages of christianity, 
and during the holy war it was adorned with se- 
veral magnificent edifices; but these haye been 
demolished by the Saracens and Turks, and As- 
calon is now dwindled into an inconsiderable 

village. ‘ 
Gaza, the last satrapy, stood ona fine emi- 

nence, about fifteen miles south of Ascalon, four 
north of the river Bezor, and at a small distance 
from the Mediterranean. It was surrounded by 
the most beautiful valleys, supplied with an 
abundance of water, and encompassed, at a fur- 
ther distance on the inland side, with cultiyated 

hills. The city was remarkably strong, and - 
118 surrounded



42 JEWs. உட 
surrounded with walls and towers after the Phi- 
listine’ manner. It was taken by Caleb, the 
son of Jephunneh, but soon after regained by 
the ancientiinhabitants, who kept possession of 
it till the time of Samson. It passed from the 
Jews to the Chaldeans, Persians, and Egyptians, 
till it was pillaged by Alexander the Great. It 
“was a second time destroyed by the Maccabees, 
a d no further me tion is made of it till St. 

‘Luke speaks of it as a ruined place. ்‌ 
ன aids about three eee from the 

sea, and still exhibits some noble monuments of 
antiquity, such as stately marble colonnades, 
finely wrought sepulchres, &c. In the imme- 

diate’ vicinage ot. the city is a, round castle, 
flanked with four square towers; and a little 
above it are the remains of an old Roman castle, 
the வனம்‌ of which are so firm that the 
hammer will make no impression on them. The 
Greeks have here a handsome church, with a 
fine roof, supported by marble pillars of the 
Corinthian order. ‘The castle is the residence 
of the sangiac. The adjacent territory is plea- 
Sant and delightful; but beyond it the ground 
israther barren, quite to the river of Egypt, 
and inhabited by wild Arabs. 

Majama, or New Gaza, was the ancient sea- 
port to the former, and a place of considerable 
‘note in the time of Constantine the Great. It 
stood near the mouth of the river Bezor, in 31 

deg. 41 min. north latitude, and 34 deg. 50 
juin. east longitude. It still possé8ses some cu- 
rious antiquities, but it would be now difficult 
to determine whether they belonged originally 
to Majuma or Old Gaza. 

To the south of Majuma stood the two mari- 
time, 
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time cities of Anthedon and Rhinocolura: the 
former was a port on the Mediterranean, de- 
stroyed by Alexander Junneus, one of the Mac- 
cabitish kings, and afterward rebuilt by Herod, 

Lit Agrippius, in honour of Agrippa, 
tte of Augustus. ‘The latter was seated 

] e northern side of the river of Egypt, 
which parted that kingdom from;th® tribe of 
Simeon, It very early became a bishopric un- 

‘der the metropolitan of Pelusium ; and in the 
time of the holy war it was converted into a 
strong fortress, under the name of Pharamica. 
It is at present an inconsiderable place, and the 
circumjacent territory a mere wilderness. 

It remains now to conclude this section witha 
concise account of the countries belonging to 
those nations that were seated round Palestine, 
and whose history has been given in the pre- 
ceding chapters. es ’ 

Idumea, or the Land of Edom, constituted a 
part of Arabia Pewea, having Judea on the 
aorth, Egypt, and a branch of the Red séa on 
the west, the rest of Arabia Petraa on the south, 
and thé desert of Arabia on the east. Its extent 
seems to have varied considerably at different 
periods, in consequence of which Josephus dis- 
tinguishes it, when at the largest, by the epi- 
thet of Great, in opposition to its more narrow 
boundaries. The same author divides it into 
pper arid Lower Idumea; but the country, 

upon the whole, is represented as dry, moun- 
fainous, hot, and, in some parts, steril; the high 
lands exhibiting many dreadful caverns and re- 
cesses, which resemble those in the southern 
part of Judah. This country is at present uns 
er the dominion of the Turks, mostly த்‌ ty ர : an 
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and uncultivated; and inhabited by wild 
Arabs, with whom Europeans have little inter- 
course. i it 

The nation of Amalek was seated in that part 
of Arabia Petraea which lay eastward of the 
Edomites, and extended almost as far north as 
the Asphaltite lake, and southward to the Red 
sea; but"as; the people were mostly of a wan- 
dering disposition, and lived in booths, tents, or 
‘cayerns, like the Arabs, itis impossible to ascer- 
tain their limits with any degree of precision, 
-Midianitis, or the Land of Midian, was si- 

tuated on the north of Amalek. “It was hot, 
sandy, and in many parts desert ; yet abounded 
with camels and other species of cattle. It ap- 
pears to have contained many cities, castles, &c. 
as early as the time of the Exodus. The city of 
Midian was, in all probability, rebuilt subse- 
quent to that period, as both Eusebius and St. 
Jeromeassert there were some remains of it to be 
seen in their time. 

The land of Moab was likewise in Arabia Pe- 
trea, on the north of Midian, having the river 
Arnon on the west, the land of Gilead on the 
north, and the Ishmaelites on the east. It con- 
tained several considerable cities, which the 
Moabites wrested from the gigantic Emins, but 
which were afterward possessed by the Jews. 

The Ammonites were seated to the north-east 
of their brethren, the Moabites, in Arabia De- 
serta, having the Arnon on the west, the Ish- 
maelites on the south, the deserts of Arabia on 
the east, and the hills of Bashan and Gilead on 
the north. Their territories, according to the 
sacred historians, seem to have been anciently 
confined by the rivers Jabbok and Arnon ; Pe 
ae ee their 

* 
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their frequent incursions into the neighbouring 
states occasioned their boundaries to be in con- 
stant fluctuation. _ . 

The descendants of Ishmael, the son of Abra- 
ham and Hagar, occupied a part of Arabia De- 
serta,@eastward of Moab and Midian, and 
bounded onthe north by Ammon; but how far 
they extended southward and eastward it is im- 
ossible to determine. It may however be pre- 

sumed, from an assertion of Moses, that their 
territory reached from Havilah, which was si- 
tuated near the confluence of the Tigris and 
Euphrates, to Shur, on the Isthmus of Suez. 
Thence they are said to have spread themselves 
over the greatest part of Arabia; in consequence 
of which Josephus styles their progenitor the 
founder of the Arabian nation. i 

. 

* 
SE 

SECT. If. 

The Religion, Government, Customs, Learning, 
Arts, and Commerce, of the Jews. 

ல religion of the Jews, though formerly 
clouded with mysterions ceremonies, and 

now totally eclipsed by the radiance of the 
Gospel, must ever be considered as an object of 
veneration, since it led men to the knowledge 
and worship of the true God. Their daws* 

* As the size of “ The new Universal History’ pre- 
cludes the recital of these laws, and the volume of Holy 
Writ contains a full, clear, and satisfactory account of 
them, the reader may satisfy his curiosity in every particu- 
dar by referring to the Book of Leviticus. ‘ 

5 ்‌ wera
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were admirably adapted to honour their Crea. 
tor, and to render themselyes completely hap- 
py; their sacrifices were at once calculated to 
remind them of their failings, and to render 
them more observant of those duties which were 
binding on them as rational த்‌ and 
even their most: trivial ceremonies were replete 
with instruction, or typical of the future gra- 
cious designs of the Almighty. 92) 

The Jewish government has been justly 
distinguished from that of all other nations by 
the name of Theocracy, as being under the im- 
mediate direction of God. It must indeed be 
acknowledged that this theocracy varied, in 
some degree, under Moses, Joshua, the judges, 
kings, and high-priests; yet the Deity was 
considered as the sole dictator of every import- 
ant transaction, the author of each beneficial 
institution, and the» supreme monarch of the 
Israelites. ்‌ 

Their customs, both civil and religious, were 
chiefly founded upon their laws; and will con- 
sequently be found in the same illustrative nar- 
ration. Some of the most particular, however, 
are selected for the gratification’of the curious 
reader. ' . 

The rite of circumcision was always accom- 
panied with great feasting, and other demon- 
strations of joy. At this time the child was 
named in the presence of the company ; after 
which the master of the house took a cupful of 
wine, and blessing his Creator, sipped a little of 
it, and passed it round to his friends; this was 
called the blessing of the wine. We then com- 
menced the blessing of the bread, and distributed 
it ima similar manner ; and when the gue 

; one
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done eating he solemnly returned thanks’to 
God} and concluded the feast with another cup 
of wine, which was styled she blessing of plenty. 
Whether they sat or lay in a reclined posture at 
their repasts is a controversy of small import- 
ance: the former custom seems to haye pre- 
vailed before the captivity ; but the lazter was 
certainly adopted at the time of our Sayiour’s in- 
stitution of the holy sacrament. 
Marriage does not appear to haye been ac- 

‘companied with any religious ceremony, such as 
going to the temple, offering sacrifices, or re- 
quiring the benediction of a priest. When a 
contract was formed by the parents and relations 
on both sides, the bridegroom was introduced’ 
to his bride, a solemn agreement was signed 
before witnesses, and the bride, after some time, 
Was sent to her new habitation, with songs, 
dances, and the melody of various musical in- 
struments, a 

Their diet, except on festivals, seems to have 
been extremely plain; for Boaz, a man of con- 
siderable property, complimented Ruth with 
cating of the same bread, drinking of the same 
water, and dipping her morsel in vinegar with 
him. The present of victuals brought to David, 

‘while he laboured under thé persecution of 
Saul, consisted of bread, raisins, parched corn, 
afew sheep, and two bottles of wine. Honey 
was esteemed a peculiar delicacy; and the 
milk of the goats and the'fleece of the flocks 
Were pronounced, by the wise man, sufficient 
for food and raiment, both for the master and his 
family. ட 

_ Their diversions seem to have consisted chiefly 
mM social repasts, music, and dancing. Games 

es ்‌ were
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were never introduced 14௦ their common- 
wealth ; but the Scripture frequently expresses 
the simplicity of thetr happy lives by sitting, 
and eating, and driking, every one under his 
vine and beneath his fig-tree. Music was evi- 
dently dear to them, as the high praises of their 
Creator were performed in concert with the 
sound of various instruments ; and dancing was 
frequently mingled with their solemn acknow- 
ledgement of any signal blessing. Thus king 
David is said to have danced betore the ark ; 
and the tribes are exhorted, in the hundred and 
fiftieth psalm, to praise God with the timbrel 
and dance. 

Their high places were of two sorts: those 
where they burned incense and offered sacri« 
fices to the true God; and those where the 
committed various abominable idolatries. Bot 
these became so common and universal tlat 
few kings had the courage to déstroy the latter, 
notwithstanding the repeated admonitions of the 
‘holy prophets. f 

The same spirit of dissipation, which induced 
the Israelites’ to direct their worship to dumb 
idols, led them gradually into the practice of di« 
Yination and necromancy, though the law of 
Moses expressly enjoined that such persons 
should be put to death. : 

__ High titles were unknown among them, unless 
those which implied some office; as general, 
treasurer, or recorder. They valued themselves 
greatly upon their genealogies; and some regard 
was likewise had to the distinction of tribes or 
families, as to that of Judah, to which the scep- 
tre was promised ; to that of Ephraim, out of 
Tespect to Joseph’s memory ; and to those - 

: ; the
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the priests and Levites, upon a religious account. 
The utmost respect was shown to the heads and 
fathers of every tribe, and ancient men of alk 
descriptions were considered as objects of vene- 
ration. | ; “ oe 

Their houses were commonly plain, low, and 
flat, suitable tothe climate. Chimnies, sashes, 
or casements were needless, where they were 
obliged to study coolness ; and for the same rea- 
son tapestry was of no use but to sit, eat, or sleep 
upon. 

Their industry and frugality, together with 
the wholesome temperature of their climate, 
were effectual preventives against many of those 
diseases which, in later ages, have been ushered 
into the world by sloth and luxury.. Hence we 
read of but few distempers that were prevalent 
among them, and still less physicians, except. 
such as are now known by the name of surgeons, 

Their mourning, for the death of any near re- 
lation, or for any melancholy acci ent, was €x- 
pressed by rending their garments, tearing their 

hair, heaping dirt or ashes upon their heads, 
wearing sackcloth next the skin, and lying upon 
the bare ground. ; 

Theirfuneral ceremonies were equally mourn- 
ful. As soon asa person was dead, all the near- 
est relatives assembled at his House in their 
Mourning habit, and’ sat down upon the ground 
in silence, while other apartments echoed with 
the lamentations of hired mourners, and the 
sound of such instruments as were deemed suit- 
able to the occasion. ' wk 

In the mean time, proper persons were ap- 
pointed to prepare the defunct for interment, 
cither by embalming him or washing his body, 

Vou. IL, ; F ப்‌ -and
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sprinkling it with odoriferous drugs, according 
to his quality. ae 

They denied sepulture to none but such as 
were guilty of suicide, and even to these it was 
granted after sunset. The provident care of 
ihe patriarchs, respecting a sepulchre for their 
descendants, is a convincing proof that they ac. 
counted it a heavy calamity to be deprived of 
burial, and a blessing to be interred:among their 
ancestors. They held it as a matter of indiffer- . 
ence where their tombs were’ erected, whether 
in a field, an orchard, a mountain, or a garden, 
provided they could but secure the possession of 
the purchase: they were however curious to 
haye them, if possible, cut into a rock, which 
was no difficult matter in so'mountainous a coun- 
try.” They had particular cemeteries for stran- 
gers, and for such persons as were put to death 
for capital crimes. ச 

With respect to their learning, it is certain 
they were extremely: careful to cultivate the 
knowledge of theology among themselves, and 
had places of public instruction, called the schools 
of the prophets. Their changing the solar into 
the lunar year, and the compléte month of thirty 
days into the irregular moons of twenty-nine 
and thirty ; their division of the day into four 
parts, and the night into four watches, are 
however strong presumptions of theirignorance 
in the science of astronomy, even at a time 
when it was well known to the neighbouring 
nations; nor do they appear to have had an 
instruments to reckon time, except the san-diah 
or, as the original implies, the flight of steps of 
Ahaz. ்‌ ; : 

Their language was the Hebrew ; the oa 
0 
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ef which is pure, primitive, natural, and strictly 
conformable to the simplicity of the Jewish pa- 
triarchs: and it is highly ‘probable that not 
only they, but all their trading’neighbours, had 
the art of writing very eatly ; though it is im- 
possible to'determine whether each nation had a 
peculiar character of their own, or the same in 
common to them all. ~~ 8 

The materials upon which they ‘wrote, and 
their Instrument for writing, may, in some mea- 
sure, be ascertained from certain passages of 
Scripture. It is plain that the Decalogue was 
written upon tables of stone; but Moses, in all 
probability, made use of a less cumbersome ma- 
terial to write the rest of his laws upon. The 
custom of writing upon tables was continued till 
the time of our Saviour; but mention is also 
made of their writing upon folls, which are rea- 
sonably supposed to’ have been made of skins, or 
some other pliable substance. 

The arts in which the Israelites seem to have 
made the greatest proficiency were those of war, 

husbandry, poetry, and music. The first was 
in a manner natural to them, on account of the 
numerous enemies they had to vanquish prior to 
their possession of the Promised Land, and the. 
Various excursions which they were continually 
making under their kings or other leaders. It 
cannot now be determined whether they ac- 
quired any military knowledge during their re- 
sidence in Egypt; but whoever considers the 
excellent order of their encampments, combats, 
and occasional retreats, under the auspices of 
Moses, must allow them to have been as well 
tained as any of their’ neighbours. உட்ச 

The valiant deeds of their generals will apy - 
nee pear ச்‌ ர்‌ ்‌
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pear in their proper place in the sequel of this 

history, It is therefore only requisite to say 

that, as soon as the rulers had resolved upon a 

war, a summons was,sent to every. tribe ; upon 

which all persons capable of bearing arms as- 

sembled at the place of rendezvous, and were 
drawn ont according to the exigence of the 
state. No mention is made of regular troops 
before the time Of Dayid. ம்‌ 

Their arms, like those’ of other ancient na-— 
tions, were either offensive or defensive. The 
former consisted of broad crooked swords, jave- 
lins, slings, bows and arrows, aud two-edged 
swords : the latter were shields, helmets, coats 
of mail, breastplates, and targets. ‘These arms 
were commonly made of brass, and sometimes 
ofiron orsteel,  . © + ச 

The Israelitish army, in the day of battle, 
was drawn up in twelve separate bodies, ac- 
cording to the number of tribes: these were 
subdivided into legions, centuries, decuries, and 
single files, each under ifs respective leader; 
and they observed a regular system in all their 
எட தத பபா. ்‌ 

In the beginning of the Jewish monarchy 
their kings used to fight on foot; at least no 
mention is made of any chariots or cavalr, 
among them, till a considerable time after their 
settlement. The officers of war under them 
consisted of the general of the army, the princes 
of each tribe, the’ commanders of thousands, 
hundreds, fifties, tens, and threes; the scribes 
or muster masters, and lastly, the soterim or in- 
spectors. 

Few’ trades or manufactures were carried on 
among the Jews before the reign. of Solomon, 

: except | 
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except such as were absolutely necessary. They 
built their own houses, and their wives and ser- 
vants attended to all domestic ayocations. The 
dress of the men consisted of linen drawers and 
tuni¢s, over which they threw a loose garment 
of woollen cloth when they went abroad. “The 
fashion of their head-dress is now unknown; 
neither is it easy to determine what sort of 
stockings they used; but instead of shoes they 
wore sandals fastened on the upper part of the 
foot. The beauty of their apparel consisted ei- 

_ ther in the fine texture of the cloth or the rich- 
ness of the dye, such+as purple, scarlet, blue, 
and yellow. , ட , 

The dress of the women, especially of the 
‘higher class, was more curious, as they be- 
stowed more ornament upon it, chiefly of nee- | 
dle-work, which was within their own province. 
They also wore jewels of gold and silver, which 
were first brought from Egypt, and afterward 
augmented by the spoil of their enemies, and 
their commerce with Tyre. After Solomon’s time 
pride and luxury increased so rapidly that the 
prophet Isaiah has spent almost a whole chap-~ 
ter in enumerating the costly ornaments, with 
which the female Israelites used _to decorate 
their persons. த்‌ 
Before the time of David, a wonderful eco- 

nomy seems to have reigned in every family, 
under the men abroad, and the women at home. 
But that monarch, having conceived a strong 
desire to build a sumptuous temple, introduced 
a number of artifi¢ers into his dominions, such 
as masons, carpenters, founders, goldsmiths, and 
all manner of workmen in metals, wood, and 

நா்‌ and these brought in many others, with-~ 
| ; oP as ணு. (200)
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out whom they could not subsist. 118 001௨.) 
brated successor built some stately palaces as 
well as the temple; and these occasions gave 
the people such a relish for elegance, that the | 
number of workmen multiplied more and more. 

Poetry is said to be the only art in which the 
Israelites excelled. It had this peculiar advan- 
tage, that the authors consecrated it entirely to 
the honour of God, and adapted it to the service 
of his temple. The poetical performances of 
monarchs, prophets, priests, and judges, were 
all inspired by the most laudable emotions; 
written with energy, zeal, and accuracy; and 
rehearsed with unfeigned warmth in the great 
congregation. The varied feelings of the hu- 
man heart, with all the passions of love, grief, 
joy, anger, and unboundéd gratitude, were 
painted in the most lively colours in these pro- 
ductions; and whoeyer peruses the songs of 
Moses, the Psalms of Dayid, the book of Job, 
and the Lamentations of Jeremiah, with any 
degree of attention, must of necessity acknow- 

* ledge that they abound with sublimity of senti- 
ment, imagery, and expression. 

There are, however, few points more warmly 
contested, or less possible to be satisfactorily de- 
cided, than the metre and cadence of the Hebrew 
poetry. To apologise for the uncertainty of the 
moderns, respecting these particulars, it is pro- 
per to remark that the ¢rue pronunciation of the 
Hebrew language has been lost ever since the 
captivity ; in consequence of which it is now 
impossible to ascertain either the proper length 
of syllables, or the harmony of words and verses, 
in which a great part of poetic béauty consists. 
Som¢ authors have attempted to give precise 

me ’ accoun
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accounts of every poetical piece in the Old Tes- 
tament, but they have only provoked more 
learned antagonists to expose their weakness. 
It has been asserted that the songs of Moses 
were written in heroic yerse; and that the 
psalms’ were of a mixed sort, trimeters, penta- 
meters, and sometimes hexameters ; but-the ge- 
nerality of moderns suppose that the greatest 
pew of them were of the lyric kind, composed 

| and set to music, and performed with dances and 
| instrumental melody. — , 

_ Of the music, with which they enlivened their 
| octical recitations, little is known but from 
“conjecture. Mention is made, in the sacred vo- 
lume, of ten-stringed instruments, of the nebel 
and kinor, which, probably, resembled the lute 
and harp ; and of several wind instruments, as 
the flute, trumpet, and what modern versions 
call the organ. ்‌ ்‌ 

Should the reader judge of the excellence of 
the Hebrew music from the surprising effects it 
had upon the distempered ideal Saul, andthe 
souls of the prophets, he must naturally suppose 
it possessed a superior energy to any composi- 
tion of the moderns. Similar effects have, in- 
deed, been ascribed to the Grecian music ; and 
the most barbarous nations are still transported 
by species of music equally harsh and defective. 
The style of seyeral of the psalms, and the fre~ 
quent transition from the first to the third per- 
son, afford a strong presumption that the music 
was performed alternately, one part of the cho- 
Tus answering to the others at proper stanzas, 
like the choirsin European cathedrals. _ ia 

Such of their dances as appertained to religi- 
ous services were more graye and solemn, thaa 

7 ம்‌ those 
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volume of Holy Writ informs us, “ he believed 
in God, and it was imputed to him for righte- 
ousness.” He, however, presumed to demand a , 
sign, and God granted his request. Abraham 
having killed a young heifer, a goat, and a ram, 
with a pigeon and turtle dove, in obedience to 
the Divine injunction, divided the beasts in the 
middle, and then, joining the pieces, laid the 
birds upon them, while he himself staid to 

“ drive away the fowls ‘from the sacrifice. As 
soon as the sun began to set, a deep sleep fell 
upon him, succeeded.by a horror of great dark- 
ness; during which it was revealed to him 
that his descendants should sojourn and be 
afllicted in a strange land, for the term of four 
hundred years; bat that God would afterward 
punish their oppressors, and bring them safely 
into the promised land. After this revelation, 
Abraham beheld a smoking furnace and a burn- 
ing lamp pass between the victims, as atoken of . 
the ratification of God’s covenant. 

Sarah, not suspecting that ske was to 
bear the promised child at an age which 1911. 
seemed to preclude the possibility of . 
gestation, resolyed to become a mother by 
proxy, according to the custom of that age and 
country. She therefore persuaded her husband 
to take her hand-maid Hagar to him: but, find- 
ing herself insulted by the slave whom her 
kindness had raised, she could not refrain from 
uttering some bitter complaints. Abraham, 
being anxious to convince his wife that he still 
loved her with unabated tenderness, gave her 
free permission to act in what manner she « 

_thought proper. She immediately adopted so 
J irsh a mode of behaviour that Hagar fled ட 
= ' er 

A 4 
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her presence, and wandered to a fountain on 
the road to Sur, leading to Egypt. Here she 
was accosted by an angel of God, who per- 
suaded her to return to her mistress, and as- 
sured her that she’should soon be delivered of a 
son, whom she should call Ishmael; that his 
‘posterity would be extremely numerous; that 

mild be against every man, and 
every; man’s hand-against them; and that they 
shoul வரம்‌ e face of all their brethren:.* . 
. Hagar obeyed the angel’s command, and 
brought forth Ishmael in the eighty-sixth year 
of Abraham’s age.“ The™patriarch brought up 
this child as the promised heir of all his sub- 
Stance, and Hagar prudently concealed what 
she had learnt. from the ‘angel; so that near 

    

- thirteem years elapsed: after this event, before 

| these blessings were not designed for Ishmael, 

he received an explicit: promise that he should 
have ason by Sarah his wife. 

3 ‘By this time Abraham had attained to 
1 898. the ninety-ninth year of his age, when 
_ God was:pleased to ratify his. former co- 
Yenant with him, by changing his name from 
‘Abram to Abraham, assuring him that he should 
be the father of many nations; commanding 
him to circumcise all the males in his family on 
the eighth day after their birth; and informing 
him that கன்‌ his wife should bear a sou, who 
should inherit all the. promised blessings, and, 
therefore; her name should be no longér Sarai, 
but Sarah. The patriarch falling on his face, 
began to intercede for the preservation of Ish- 
mael,. beyond which he deemed it unreasonable 
to ask any thing. But God assured him that 

      

   

   

_ but for a son, to be born of the hitherto barren 
்‌ - Sarahy,
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Sarah, whom lie should name Isaac ; that the 
son of Hagar-should, indeed, be blessed with a 
numerous posterity, but that Isaac alone should 
be entitled to the coyenant of promise, and that 

‘in his seed all nations of the earth should be 
blessed. ae ew Os, ட 

‘Abraham, ‘haying cheerfully obeyed’, _, 
the command ofilis Malet witht re me Bac. 
to the males of his family, was soon ho- !897- 
noured with another visit more remarkable than- 
the former. Sitting one’day before the door of 
his tent, he saw three persons at a distance, 
whom he supposed to be strangers ; and, going 
forth to meet them, invited them, respectfully, 
to partake of a refreshment with him. In this 
interview his divine guest confirmed his promise 
of Sarah bearing a son within the year. Sarah, 
who was listening at the tent door, betrayed her: 
incredulity by an involuntary burst of laughter ; 
and the stranger asked the cause of her irreve- 
rent mirth in so serious a tone that she’ would 
fain have denied it; but it was to no purpose 
that she endeavoured to hide any thing from 
the heavenly visitor, who dismissed her with 
this gentle reproof, that she was highly culpa- 
ble in mistrusting his assertions, since nothing 
was impossible with God. _ ee 

The celestial guests now rose up in order, to 
pursue their journey ; and Abraham accompa- 
nied them some part of the way, till one of 
them, whom the original calls ‘‘ The Lord*,” 

' ™ The name Jehovah, by which Moses calls the stranger 
who conversed with Abraham, being regarded’ by.the ge- Rerality of Jews and Christians as the incommunicable 
name of God, it is rationally supposed this was the second 

“Petson of the blessed Trinity who appeared in that form, 
ou. II. 6 informed   
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informed him that the cry of Sodom and Go- 
morrah had ascended to Heaven: and that he 
was going down to destroy those places, if he 
found their crimes equal to the report. 

The patriarch, remembering his பக்த Lot, 
and, stimulated, by compassion for his fellow- 
creatuies, earnestly interceded forsuch righteous 
men as. might be found among the sinners ; and 
continued his solicitations till he obtained an 
assurance that, if en just persons were found in * 
the place, God would lay aside,his purposed 

' judgment for their sake. The fate of those ci- 

y 

ties, and the deliverance of Lot, having appear- 
ed in the preceding volume, it is only requisite 
‘to observe that Abraham, on the ensuing, morn- 
ing, beheld the smoke of the polluted country 
ascending like the smoke of a furnace. 
Soon after this period, Abraham removed from 

the plains of Mamre into the ‘country, of the 
Philistines, where king Abimelech secured Sa- 
rah for his bed, supposing her to have been the 
patriarch’s sister; but God appeared to the Phi- 
listine in'a dream, and threatened him with in- 
stant death, if he did not immediately restore 
the woman to her husband; in consequence of 
which, Sarah was'sent back with many va Ju- 
able presents. — 

  

௦. ்‌ 8010௦0 (1006, இலவ) ௭88 06- 
1806. livered of the child of promise, who was 

“circumcised on the eighth day, and 
named Isaac, agreeably to the command of the 
Almighty. The venerable couple were now in 
the zenith of their happiness: Sarah haying 
suckled the infant at her own breast, weaned 
him at the customary time; and her pious hus- 
band madea feast to allhis household on the a | a 

ந
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ful occasion. But this felicity suffered some al- 
loy from the jealousy which Isaac occasioned to 
Hagar and her son; for Isaac had scarcely at~ 
tained his seyenth year when his mother, per- 
ceiving that Ishmael treated him with disrespect, 
resolved to part them forever, that the son of 
the bond-woman might have no share in the in- 
heritance | Though Abraham loved his wife so 
tenderly that he could deny her nothing, yet 
he considered her intention as cruel and unrea- 
sonable; but, God confirming Sarah’s request, 
and promising to make Ishmael the father of a 
great nation, he was at length prevailed on to 
send Hagar and her son away. | 
About twenty-five year's after thisevent, Abra~ 

ham’s faith and obediénce were put to the most 
severe test, he being commanded by the Al, 
mighty to take'Isaac, his only and dearly belov- 
ed son, to a certain mountain, and there to offer 
him up as a burnt-sacrifice. The justly celebra- - 
ted patriarch, without presuming to expostulate 
upon the severity of these orders, resolved to 
obey ; leaving to God the performance of his 
own promises. He. accordingly set out the very 
next morning, and, on the third day, came 
within sight of Mount Moriah, the place ap- 
pointed for the dreadful sacrifice. Leaving his 
servants behind, he ascended the mountain with 
the darling of his old age, laden with the - 
wood and other materials, for a bttrnt-offer- 
ing. Isaae, seeing nothing of a victim, could 
not forbear putting this question to his father, 
“Behold the fire and the wood; but where 
isthe lamb for a burnt-offering ?” to which . 
he calmly repliedsthat God would provide 
a lamb for the occasion. ©’ Having’ built an 

G2 altar 
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an altar, and laid the wood in order, Abra- 
ham bound his son, and stretched out his hand 
to give the fatal blow ; but God was pleased to 
countermand his injunction, aird to renew all his 
promises to his well-tried servant, who had not 
‘attempted to withhold his son, his only son, 
from him. Abrah en discovered a ram, 
caught by the horns in a bash, which he imme- 
diately sacrificed ரா child, and in me- 

   
   

  

mory of the transaction. called the place Jeho- 
vah-jine, the Lord will provide, alluding to the 
answer he had given Isaac on ascending the 
mountain. He soon after heard the welcome 
news that his sister-in-law, Milcah, had borne a 
numerous issue, a circumstance which induced 
him to send tothat family for a.wife for Isaac. 

¢. Abraham appears to have lived in the 
1 3 60. utmost tranquillity, with Isaac and Sarah, 

"till his happiness was disturbed by the 
‘death of the latter; which happened in the hun- 
dred and twenty-seventh year of her age, in the 

city of Hebron. -Her husband went thither to 
_mourn for her; and to procure her an honourable 
sepulture. ,He accordingly purchased the caye 
of Machpelah, with the field belonging to it, 
from Ephron the Hittite, for four huidred pieces 
of silver, and deposited in that place the remains 
of his beloved wife. tee, 
p.c.. The patriarch, being anxious to see 
1g oa Isaac married to some branch of his own | 

‘family, called one of his most faithful 
servants to him, and, haying compelled him to 
take an oath that he would execute his comuinis- 
sion with fidelity, gave him suitable instructions 
“to conclude the marriage? The servant ‘pro- 
ceeded with all possible speed to Haran, where 

Abraham’s
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Abraham’s brother resided, and partly by rich 
presents, and partly by the favourable account 
he gaye of Abraham’s wealth and grandeur, . 
early obtained the beautiful Rebecca for his 
young master. Having thus acquitted himself 
of his commission, he hastened back to Abra- 
ham; and Rebecca was received by Isaac with 
every mark of aflectionate respect. © 

Abraham, though greatly” delighted B.C 
with the marriage of his son; deemed it 
advisable tu: console himself for the loss 
of his beloved Sarah by ‘espousing Keturah, af- 
ter he had continued a widower for several years. 
By this union he had six sons, whom he after- 
ward portioned, that they might not interfere 
with Isaac’s inheritance. They, accordingly, 
went to the eastward of Beersheba aud the land 

‘of Canaan, and settled in both Arabias, where 
some traces of their name may still be found. 

Nothing more is recorded of this famous pa: 
triarch but that he died in -the hundred and 
seventy-fifth year of hisage, and was buried by 
his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, in the sepulchral 
cave of Machpelah. . 

Rebecea, who had continued barren B.C 
for upward of nineteen years, was at j ogg 
length delivered of two sons, whom she ர 
called Esau and Jacob. Esau became a great 
hunter, and the darling of his father, who was 
very fond of venison ; but Jacob was the espe- 
cial favourite'of his mother, who. knew, by reve- 
lation, that he should inherit the blessing. This 
knowledge she probably communicated to the 
object of her maternal love, as he was, not above 
twenty years old when he contrived to make 
his brother swear away his birthright, 

Gg) Isaac 
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Isaac, having removed to Gerar, in conse- 
quence of a famine, and formed an amicable 
treaty, with king Abimelech, resolved to confer 
a solemn benediction on his first-born Esau, be- 
fore he died. He therefore commanded him to 
go in quest of some venison, and dress it to his 
palate ; expressing a wish to put his design in 
execution immediate! au cheerfully obey- 
ed these injunctions; but Rebecca, haying 
overheard the discourse, caused Jacob to person- 
ate his brother, and executed her plan swith 
such ‘admirable prudence that Isaac had pro- 
nounced the irrevocable blessing before his eldest 
son returned fromthe chace Jacob hastened 
to acquaint his mother with their brilliant suc- 

“cess, and Esau was soon conyinced that he had 
been cireumyented in his absence. A pathetic 
scene ensued between the venerable patriarch ' 
and his afflicted son; but the former strenuously 
insisted that his blessing should remain with Ja- 
cob. However, to. assauge Hsau’s excessive 
grief, he blessed him also, in these words, “ Thy 
dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and 
of the dew of Heaven from above: by. thy 
sword and thy bow shalt thou live, and shalt 
setve thy brother; and it shall come to pass 
that, when thou shalt have the dominion, thou 
shalt {break his yoke from off thy neck.” 
This. benedict On was, however, so far from 
composing the mind of Esau that.he is said to 
have resolved on Jacob’s assassination, and , 
dropped such hints of his dark design that Re- 
becca found a pretence for sending the object of 
his resentment beyond his reach, to Padan Aram. 

Jacob, being greatly encouraged by a singu- 
far dream, in the yicinage of பட்ட 

cheers, 
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cheerfully on his journey, till he arrived at the 
house of his uncle Laban. Herehe was received 
with eyery demonstration of joy ; and an agree- | 
ment was soon made, by virtue of which he was 
to serve his relative seven years, on condition of 
being rewarded with the hand of the beauteous 
Rachael. At the. expiration of the stated time, 
Jacob demanded the dear remuneration of his 
labour, but Laban contrived to deceive him, b 
introducing him to the apartment of Leah, The - 
bridegroom, finding at the return of-day that 
instead of his beloved. Rachael he was united to 
her homely sister, expressed his resentment of 
his uncle’s duplicity in the strongest terms. La- , 
ban apologised for'his behaviour, by observing 
that it was an unprecedented thingin that coun. 
try. to marry the yothgest sister before the eld- 
est; and paced nephew, by offering to give 
him Rachael also, at the expiration of the nuptial 
week, for the benefit of seven other years of 
faithful service.” f Hs . ்‌ 

Jacob’s behaviour Was extremely dif-: pas aoe ‘ yo Deg. 
ferent toward his two wives. Rachael! 57. 
had the etitire possession of, his heart, a 
while Leah was obliged to content herself with 
Mere civility. Yet the latter was made the 
happy mother of many children, while her sis- 
ter was, for a considerable length of time, sup- 
posed to be barren. ‘Leah was soon delivered of 
a son, whom she named Reuben, intimating that 
God had seen her affliction, and given her @ 
child, which might, probably, endear her to her 
husband. She afterward bore another, whom 
she called Simeon, because she said the Al- 
mighty had listened to her complaint ; her third | 
she distinguished by the naine of Levi, pons 

: , ~~~ her
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with his own life. Ahab died by the wound of . 
narrow; and his generals, after sounding a re- 
treat, carried his remains to the royal sepulchre 
in Samaria, while his ensanguined chariot, har- 
ness, and armour, were washed ina pool, and 
Elijah’s propheey was verified in the circum- , 
stance of dogs licking his blood. ‘ ்‌ 
. Jehoshaphat having effected his escape re- 
turned to Jerusalem, and. endeavoured to 16 
trieve his error by a more assiduous application 
2 every thing that related to the worship of his 
reator, or the felicity of his subjects. 
Ahaziah, who succeeded to the throne 

of his father Ahab, happened, in the 896 ற்‌ 
601086) 07 the next year, to be so materi- ம 
ally hurt by.a fall that his life was despaired of. 
Jn this affliction he seit a deputation to Baalze- 
bub, the idol of Ekyron, requesting to be inform- 
ed respecting his recovery. The messengers set 
out on their errand; but were soon sent back by 
the prophet Elijah} with an assurance that, since , 
the king had sent to consult the deity of Ekron 
in contempt of the true God, he should neyer 
leave his bed till he was carried to the grave. A 
prediction which was soon accomplished in the 
death of Ahaziah. Be 

Jehoram, his brother, next took possession of 
the kingdom, and prevailed on Jehoshaphat to 
assist himin reducing the Moabites, who had for 
aconsiderable time been tributaries to Israel, 

. but had revolted during the short reign of his 
idolatrous predecessor. The. miraculous supply 

of water obtained by Elijah for thé army, and 
the complete victory obtained oyer the rebels, 
have already appeared in their proper place. , 

Jehoshaphat, towards the close of his reign, 
Vor. II, py saw
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BC. The Almighty being pleased with thig 

856. zealous obedience, sent to assure the new 

- monarch that his posterity should enjoy 

the kingdom of Israel: to the fourth generation. 

But Jehu imprudently followed the polities: of 

Jeroboam, and suffered the golden calves of 

Dan and Bethel to remain unmolested ; so that 

his reign was embittered by several melancholy 

accidents, among which may be reckoned the 

loss of several frontier towns, and a ertel magsa- 

cre of his subjects by Hazael, king of Syria. He 

died in the twenty-eighth yearof histreign, and: 
was buried in Samaria. : ்‌ 

Atthe period of Jehu’s most laudable .and | 
zealous exertionsin behalf of the Jewish reli-. 
gion, Athaliah used her utmost ‘endeavours 10 
banish the worship of God from Judea. ‘The 

‘death of her son Ahaziah, and of forty-two prin- 
ces of his family, induced her to wreaks her ven- 
geance on thesad remains of the house of Judah. 
But the infant prince Joash was happily screen- 
ed from her cruelty, and brought up in the tem- 
ple by Jehoida, the high priest, till he was seven 
years old, when a sudden revolution terminated 
the oppressions of the people, and raised him to 
the throne of his ancestors. 

During the life of Jehoida, the young king 
expressed an uncommon zeal for the worship 0 
God : but that excellent pontiff had no sooner 
‘breathed his last than the kingdom was polluted 
with fresh idolatries, and uew altars were erect- 
ed in every part of the metropolis. This ungrate- 

ful apostacy was however severely punished, as 
_ the Syrian king committed some dreadful out- 
Tages in Judea; and Joash, was assassinated by 
his own servants during a fit of sickness.
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and oppression of the Syrians. His Toposals | 
were ட்டி accepted bythe senate, பத des 
cree_was engraven on copper, importing that 
the Jews were acknowledged as friends and al- 
lies of the Romans, and that both nations should 
cheerfully aid‘and succour each other upon all 
occasions. ‘But, while this alliance was formin 
at Rome, Demettius, havin sheard of Nicanoy?s 
defeat, sent the flower of his army, consisting of * 
tgventy thousand foot, and two thousand horse, 
into Judea, under the command of Bacchides., 
and Alejmus. ; Poa 

On their arrival in Galilee*they took the city: 
of Maseloth, and massacred a great number of , 
Jews: they then advanced toward Jerusalem, 
but, hearing that Judas had retired with three 
thousand men to the neighbourhood of Eleasa, 
they hastened thither in order to attack him 
immediately. The approach of so formidable , 
an enemy struck an “unusual damp into the 
hearts of Judas’s men, who, forgetful of their re- 
cent victories, and unmindful of their cham-. 
pion’s preservation, basely forsook the field at 
this important crisis. The Maccabitish general 
was much afflicted at this cowardly and ungrateful 
defection, yet he encouraged the eight hundred 
‘mei who remained to behave gallantly, and rely 
on that superior power which had so frequél tly : 
torn the laurels trom the brows of an idol ie Is 
people, and transferred them to the God” |       

    

        

rael, In the ensuing chgagement Judas made 
a resolute attack on the strongest Wing of the 
adverse army, and pursued the fu 0015 

  

_ to Mount Azotus; but, in the mean tin 
completely surrounded, anc , atte 
f0rous defence, he fell, covered 
on aheap of'hisénemies| + 

Vou, II,
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sembled to celebrate a wedding, between one of 
the J ambrian chiefs and a Canaanitish princess, 
and carried off a considerable booty. . > 

Bacchides now advanced with his army, fully * 
esolved to attack the Jews on their sabbath,, 

jJupon the supposition that they would patiently 
submit to death,: rather than transgress their 
‘Jaw by resistance. In’ this, however, he was . 
nustaken, as the Jews, partly through the en- 
@ouragement of their leader‘and partly through, 
despair, made a desperate effort, and killed a 
consideéyable number of their -assailants; but, 

- finding themselves unable to resist such superior 
forces, they plunged into the Jordan, which 
bordered their éncampment; and swam to the 
opposite shore, while Bacchides gave orders for 
the return of his troops to Jerusalem. — 

On his arrival at that metropolis, he BC 
caused all such places to be fortified and - 160 ° 
garrisoned as might keep’ the Jews in ~~ 
awe, and probably compel the Maccabees to — 
submit: and the children of the principal inha- 
bitants were placed as hostages in the fortress of 
Acra, to prevent their relatives, from going over 
to Jonathan. The impious Alcimius,’ about the 
same time, commanded the wall of the temple, 
which divided the court of the priests from that 
of the people, to be demolished ; but he had 
scarcely begun’the sacrilegious work before he 
was struck witha dead palsy, and expired with- 
out being able to adjust his affairs, or to utter a 
single word, After his death, Bacchides, hay- 

ng totally reduced the country, returned to 
Antioch, ’ Cae sith, 

At the expiration of two years, during p ௫. 
which Jowathan and-his party had en- 7.5" 
joyed the inestimable blessings of peace, 

ப்ர கமர்‌ 02 த: Bacchides 
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have been left deputy governor of Judea; for, i 
as soon asthe Syrian'general had departed, he 
ettledin Michmash, and commenced a govern- 
ent nearly similar to that ofthe ancient Israel. 

itish Judges. ‘ 4 அகக்‌. 
{ While the Jews began to: revive from B.C 

the effects of their recent calamities, un- ~~". °- 
der the excellent administration of their aes: 
pious general, the troubles that occurred in Sy. 

‘gia gave them an’ opportunity of wholly ‘reco. 
vering their liberty, and elevating themsélyes 

  

   

    

- to sucha height of importance that their alli. | 
ance was eagerly courted by contending sove- 
reigns, Demetrius, who’ had so repeatedly 
been convinced of their constancy and heroism, 
justly dreaded their espousing the cause of his 

  

competitor Alexander Balus. » He, therefong, ~ 
sent'a letter to Jonathan, declaring him hisfrielld 
and ally, empowering him to levy what forces 
he should thirk fit, and annexing an order-for | 

‘been -    the liberation of all the hostages who had 
hitherto detained-in the fortress of Acra. In. 
consequence of this authority, Jonathan found 
his troops augment exceedingly, while the gar- 

| tisons, left by Bacchides in various strong for~ 
tresses, eluded his resentment bya precipitate 
fight. பட பத்தித்‌ 4) ௮௨ அது 
Alexander, being apprised of these particulars, 

resolyed to draw. Jonathan to his interest, by 
‘outbidding the fayours of Demetrius; and ac= 

cordingly sent him a most obliging letter, con= 
iaining the grant of the high-priesthood, and ac- 
companied with some magnificent presents. — 

_The Jewish chief, being ‘thus invested with’ 

  

the pontifical dignity, immediately levied forces, . 

and caused a great number of military ண 4 
பதற்கு U3 2710. ௩ 
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teemed friends; and, ‘for the annual tribute of 
three hundred talents, released Judea, with the 
three toparchies of Lydda, Apharima, and Ra, 
mathea, from all future taxation. - Jonathan then 
returned to Jerusalem, and redoubled his attack, 
against the fortress; but, finding it likely to hol 

_ out a considerable time, he procured an order 
. for its eyacuation, together with that of several 
other places, which had been hitherto garrison. 
ed by Syrians, 2... , ; ee 
B.C Antiochus, the son of Alexander, com- 
14. ae te forward! to claim the இவ்வர crown, 

earnestly requested Jonathan tg espouse 
his cause; and that general, in consequence of 
Demetrius’s violation‘of his sacred promises, ré- — 
solved to, accept the proposal. For his compli- 
ance, he was indulged with a confirmation of all 
beneficial grants ; and his brother Simon was 

* made governor of the sea-coasts, from the Lad- 
der of Tyre tothe frontiers of Egypt, and gene- 
ral of all the forces, ; : 

Having defeated the Demetrian troops that 
were sent to make a diversion in’ Galilee, freed 
the Jews from the continual insults of the gar- 
rison at Bethsura, and taken all the towns from 
Gaza to Damascus, Jonathan returned to Jeru- 
salem, whence he sent an embassy to renew the 
alliance between his nation and the Roman se- 
nate, He also ordered his embassadors to act: 

   

  

thesame part, in their return, with the Lace- 
deemon § and other Grecian states with whom 

ey in friendship, that the peace and fe- 
licity of the Jews might be established ona more, 
permanent foundation than the gratitude of a 
prince whom they had obliged by the most 
signal services, * “a FY 
=, . While,
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While these alliances were forming, news at- . 
rived at Jerusalem of the approach of 4 power- 
ful body of forces, under the command of the 
Demetrian generals, who had been recently ex- 
‘pelled from Galilee, Jonathan immediately 
hastened to oppose their progress, and encamped 
over-against them at Amathis, on tle frontiers 
of Syria.» The enemy, alarmed at his sudden 
appearance, and finding that he had penetrated 
all their designs, lighted a number of fires to con- 
ceal their flight, and forsook their, camp with 
the utmest celerity.. The Jewish chief, in or- 
der to remunerate this troops for their fatiguing 
march, fell upon a body: of Demetrian Arabs, 
and, returning |through Damascus, ‘arrived at 
Jerusalem witha considérable spoil. ; 

Simon, who had in ‘the mean time been left 
in care of Judea‘and Galilee, reviewed the gar- 
aisons of AScalon and other fortresses, secured 
the cities of Joppa with a strong guard, and 
took such other measures as were requisite for 
the preservation of the new acquisitions. He 
then followed his brother to Jerusalem, and 
called a council, in which it was agreed that all 
the forts of Judea should be thoroughly repair- 
ed, that the wall of the metropolis'should be re- 
built, and that a new wall should be raised be-’ 
tween Mount Sion and the rest of the city, to cut 
off all communication with the fortress of Acra. 

Jonathan had governed ‘the Jewish Gs 
state with equal: prudence and success ~~, ,” 

i து 144. 
nearly seventeen years,»when the perfi- - 
dious Try phon prevailed on him to disband his 
numerous army, and soon after decoyed him into 
the city of Ptolemais, where he was’ inhumanly 
murdered, notwithstanding,a considerable sum 

had
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had been sent from Judea under the name ofa 
ransom. The news of his assassination, and the 
slaughter of one thousand persons who attended 
him, waSno sooner published in Jerusalem thay. 
the whole city was thrown into the utmost cit 
sternation, every one expecting the arrival of 
the murderer, together with all the heathens and 

_ apostates who had been chastised with exem- 
plary severity by the late general. And, in- 
deed, those fears were but too-well grounded, 
as, Tryphon was actually preparing to invade 
Judea with a force that might extiypate the 
whole nation. ட்‌ F 

In this emergency the Jews promoted Simon, 
the only surviving son of Mattathias, to the high- 
priesthood, and prevailed on him to accept the 
command ‘of their troops. He accordingly ex- 
erted himself to complete the fortifications of the 
city, and to assemble a respectable army before 
the arrival of Tryphon should deprive him of the 
means. But that cowardly traitor, on the report 
of these spirited measures, thought proper to 
temporise, and hastened back to Syria. 45 
soon as he had retired, Simon caused the mur- 
dered bodies of Antiochus and Jonathan, with, 

-his two sons, to be brought to Modin, and buried 
in the sepulchre of his ancestors. ்‌ ல்‌ 

Ambassadors being sent, to notify the trea- 
cherous murder, of Jonathan, to Rome and La- 
cedeemon, both® nations expressed the utmost Te- 
sentment against Tryphon’s cruelty, and cheer- 

. fully renewed their friendship with Simon; to 
‘whom they sent a ratification of their alliance 
engraved on copper, together with congratula- 
‘tory letters on‘his accession to the pontifical dig- 
nity. Having thus strengthened himself by alli- 

: த்‌ F ances,
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ances, and fortified the country against inya- 
sion, he sent an embassy to Demetrius, whom 
Tryphon had stripped of the greatest part of his. 
kingdom, offering toacknowledge his sovereign- 
ty, and assist him in dispossessing “the usurper, 
on condition that he would conform him in 
his dignities, and his nation in all theirprivie 
leges and immunities. ‘These proposals, accom. 
panied with a rich crown of gold, and some 
wher costly, presents, were.so acceptable to De- 
metrius that he imm diately sent a letter under 
the royal signature, by which he granted all the 
demands, constituted Simon a.sovereign prince 
of the Jewish nation, and released the land en- 
tirely from foreign dominion.. From this time 
Simon assumed .the name of prince and high- 
priest of the Jews; which dignities haying been | 
confirmed to him and his descendants by the’ 
sanhedrim, all public: acts were ordered to be” 
made in his name. : ந்‌ r 
Simon’s chief concerh now was to strengthen 

himself in his new dignity; for whieh purpose 
he repaired and fortified all his garrisons afresh 5 
sent Jonathan, the son of Absalom, to besiege 
Joppa; and advanced himself against the city of 
Gaza, which he purified of all ,its idolatrous 
monuments, sand garrisoned with a body of | 
Jewish troops, ° லத aR Cia ட 1 

In the course of the next year, the fortress of- 
Acra was surrendered, after it-had been held by - 
the Syrians for the term of twenty-five years. 
the garrison were permitted tomarch out peace- 

ably, while Simon and his attendants’ entered 
with branches of palm, songs of thanksgiving, 
and other demonstrations of joy. It was at 
first designed for the residerice of Some Jewish 

at a5 ்‌ soldiers ;
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soldiers; but, on mature deliberation, it was 
deemed most adviseable to demolish it, together 

- withthe hill on whichit stood, thatitmightbe no 
more in a condition to annoy the temple of God. 

| : Antiochus being invited by his sister- 
‘ 5 c. in-law, Cleopatra, to make an attempt on 

dee the throne of Syzia, sent a very obliging 
letter to the Jewish pontiff, in which he con 
firmedall his dignities, revenues, and authority ; 
அரி added, beside’ many other privileges, tlre 
power of coining their own money} which Simon 
immediately made use of. The prince, however, 
had no sooner established himself in the regal 
dignity, before a fresh embassy was sent to re- 
new and strengthen the alliance of the Jews 
with Rome. ணவ அம்ர்‌ | 

_ Soon after this*period, Antiochus insisted: 
upon Simon’s surrendering Joppa, Gazara, and 
the citadel of Jerusalem, or else paying five 
hundreds talents for each, and five hundred 
more for the ravages which the Jews had com- 
mitted in his dominions. ~ Atheriobius was sent 
to Jerusalem upon ‘that. business; but Simon 
boldly replied’ he was in possession of nothing 
but the inheritance of his ancestors, except 

' the fortresses of Joppa and Gazara, which he 
had been compelled to seize, in order to sup= 
press the continual deyastations made in Judea ; 
that he-was willing to pay-the king/a hundred 
talents for thése ; but that he could by no means 
consent to make any restitution for the fortress 
of Acra, Atheriobius returned with this answer 
to the king, and Gendebeus, one of the nobles, 
“was immediately commissioned to invade Judea, 

Cendebeus, having received the, government of 
Phoenicia and Palestine, marched at the head of 

wy . ட. ஒருமுக.
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a numerous army towards Jamnia and Joppa, 
whence he mad many inroads into Judea, tool 
a great number Of prisoners; and laid waste all 
that paitof the country. + a 

On the report of this invasion; Sirhon, being 
too far, advanced in years to head the troops, 
called his two sons, John and Judas,,into ‘his 
presence, and committed his important charge 
to them, solemnly conjuring thém to imitate the | 
gllustrious examples of their deceased uncles, 
and to venture, their lives boldly in behalf of 
their religion and country. © %' © © 

The young commanders immediately B.C 
_ set out at the head of twenty thousand ”; c 
foot soldiers, beside some cavalry, and 139. 
on the morrow came up with the enemy. The 
engagement was furious, and, for some time, 

well disputed on both’sides ; ‘but at length the 
Syrians were struck ‘with, an - extraordinary 
fright at the sound of the'saered trumpets, and 
retreated in the utmost confusion, Cendebeus 
himself was pursued to the gates of Cedron; a 
prodigious Brnber were ‘slain in their flight, 
and two thousand perished in the forts that were 
_burntin the plains of Azotus. Having obtained 
‘this signal victory, the valiant brothers retutned 
to Jerusalem without any considerable loss’. 
* About three years after this exploit, Ptolemy, 
the son-in-law to:the high-priest, invited Simon, 
with his two sons, Judas and Matthias, to a 

, Sumptuousentertainment at hiseastle, and caused 
tliem to’ be there assassinated by hired ruffians. 
The perfidious monster had, at the same time, 
sent an’ invitation to John, surnamed Hyrcanus, 
but he happily escaped the snare, and caused 
the messenger of Ptolemy to be put to death, 
உறா eae Hyrcan
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Hyrean deeming it imprudent to continue at 
Gazara after the assassination of his father and 
brethren, advanced ‘with all possible haste to- 
ward Jerusalem, where the murderer arrived as 
soon as he, and demanded admittance at the 
‘same time. The citizens readily admitted Hyr- 
can, and“invested him with his father’s digni- 
ties; but the wretch. who, under the specious 
mask of hospitality, had decoyed an affectionate 
and pious relative to an Agnoble death, and® 
basely murdered two promising youths from mo- 
tives of the blackest nature,.was repulsed with 
laudable indignation. . க்‌ : 

Antiochus, upon the news of Simon’s death, 
resolyed to revenge the late defeat of Cendebeus, 
He accordingly entered Judeathe same year with 
a powerful army, and; driving Hyrcam before 
him, laid close siege to»Jerusalem, The garri- 
Son. was |soonsreduced, to extremities, and the 
most dreddful ideas entertained of the ing’s in-, 
tentions; but when they solicited a truce of se- 
ven days, for thespurpose of celebrating the feast 
of tabernacle’, Antiochus sent them a consider- 
able number of victims, with several vessels of 
“gold and silver, filled with’ precious perfumes, 
and soon after consented to grant them a peace, 
on condition that their arms’ should be delivered 
up, their city wall demolished, and a-certain 
tribute paid for the towns which they held out 
of Judéa. =~ ட eae 

« Hyrcan finding, on the death of Anti. 
130 * ochus, that the kin egdomof Syria was rent 

» ” with intestine commotions, marched thi- 
ther with a considerable army, in order to seize 
upon some of the defenceless cities, He ac- 
cordingly reduced Madeba, Samega, and several, 
ies : g others,
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others, both in Arabia and Pheenicias and may 
‘be said to have effected a complete deliverance 
of his'nation from the oppression of Syria; for 
neither he nor any of his successors paid homage 
to the kings of Syria from this time, but lived 
free and independent. | ace 

He now turned his victorious arms against the 
Samaritans, from whom he took Sechem*and 
Garizzim, and demolished the temple formerly 

e built by Sanballat, with all the idolatrous altars 
and monuments that had been erected in the - 
time of Jezebel. The following year hé’con- 
quered Idumea, and issued out a proclamation, 
commanding all persons to'adopt the right of cir- 
cumcision, of quit the country ;- in consequence 
of which the Idumeans consented’ to forsake 
their idolatrous practices,.and were incorporated 
apart ofthe Jewish commonwealth. 

Having thus augmented his conquests, and 
renewed his alliance with the Roma) is, Hyrcan. 
saw himself well established in his lominions, 
while the kingdoms of Egypt and Syria were 
conyulsed with a succession of wars and reyvolu- 

tions. Alexander Zebina courted his friendship 
on his’ accession to the Syrian throne, but) this 
prince being ‘sdon killed, Antiochus Gryphus 
prepared toinyade Judea, inresentment of Hyr- 
can’s attachment to his rival: but his design 
was suddenly frustrated by the hostile approach 
of his brother. : கப தம்‌ 

Hyrean now enjoyed his ‘soverei gn authority 
without any disturbance, and continued to amass 
immense treasures by thé tributes he received 
from his own flourishing couiitry,, and” thosé 
recently subjected to his dominion. ~ At;ength, 
some ‘hostilities committed by the sSaniatitans 

ae xX 2 ்‌ against 
கட % ல்‌ \
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against the city of Maressa, gave him an oppor. 
| tunity of renewing the war against, that people. 
Having advanced with his two sons, Antigonus 

“and Afistobulus, at the head of a numerous 
army, to Samaria, he encompassed the city with ! 
a wall, and a deep ditch of four thousand paces 
circuit, by which the mhabitants were reduced 
tosuch extremities that. they were compelled to 
eat cats, dogs, and all other unclean animals. 
In this miserable situation, howeyer, they found” 
means to send for succour to Antiochus Cyrzi- 
cenus, then king of Syria, who hastened with a 
«onsiderable body of forces to their assistance. 
Hyrean’s preseice was now indispensably ne- 

_ €essary at Jerusalem, the grand day of expia- 

= 

tion being.at hand; but Aristobulus marched 
against the Syrians, and defeated them with 
great slaughter. The siege was then renewed 
with unabated vigour, and the city was at length 
rased to the ground by Hyrean, who, from. this 
time, became more and more powerful, and an- 
nexed. the provinces of Galilee and Samaria to 
his former territories in Palestine. : 

Haying thus raised the Jewish religion and’: 
*conimonwealth to so enviable a height; and ex- 
ercised with equal prudence the functions of a: 
sovereign] prince and pontiff, Hyrcan died in the 

. twenty-ninth year of his high-priesthood, and 
left five sons, Aristobulus, Antigonus, Alex- 
ander, Absalom, and one whose name does not 

occur. The reign of this illustrious Asmonean 
was no less remarkable for the happy effects of 
his government at home than for his heroie 
firmness ‘in the field of battle, and the surprising 
-extent,of his conquests., In his life he was be- 

Joved by his people, esteemed by his allies, and 
=o ti "dreaded © 

ச “ ர
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. The Jewish prince, haying acknow. 
a ledged Cleopatra’s timely assistance by 
100. some magnificent presents and ingratiated 

himself with her by his polite behaviour, return- 
ed to Jerusalem, where hé recruited his broken 

“army, and made such arrangements as might 
enable him to retrieve ‘his late‘disgrace b some 
important acquisitions. Crossing the Jordan, he 
laid siege to'Gadara, which he redaced at the 
end of ten months; whence he proceeded to 
‘Amathus, another strong ப்‌ Theo- 
-dotus, ‘the son of Zeno, tyrant of Philadelphia, 
had deposited an immense treasure. This he 

| “also took with tolerable facility ; but Theodotus, 
haying assembled a powerful army, fell upon 
him as he was returning from the siege, killed 
ten thousand of his men, put the rest to a preci- 

‘pitate "flight, and carried off, ‘together with his 
‘own wealth, a very considerable booty. ;* 
4, BC. ‘This defeat occasioned the Pharisees, 

98 ~ his implacable enemies, to vilify his go- 
~~ yernment; but Alexander was by no 

means discouraged from pursuing his warlike de- 
’ signs. He therefore hastened to revenge himself 
on the Gazaeans who, by furnishing Lathyrus 

_ with auxiliaries; had caused his late overthrow. 
He immediately invested the towns of Raphia 

and Antheédon ; and, next year, advancedagainst 
Gaza, which made a vigorous defénce, but was 

_ at length teduced by ‘treachery. Having ob- 
_ tained admission, he promised to treat the inha- 

. bitants with clemency, but.soon abandoned them 
to the fury of his troops, and reduced their city 
toa heap of ruins, i a 
-B.c,@ Onhisreturn from this expedition, he. 

gs, Was treated in the most contemptuous 
ப. manner “by the citizens of Jerusalem, 

a a. who,
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who, having been exasperated by the Pharisees, 
actually pelted him as‘he was oliiciating at the 
great altar on the feast of tabernacles; and in- 
sulted him with the most opprobrious language. 
The interference of the soldiery, however, dis- 
persed the riotous assembly;. and Alexander 
immediately took the most prudent precautions 
for his future safety. ie ae 

Soon after this occurrence he marched from 
d erusalem; at the head of a numerous army, and ” 
destroyed the city of Amathus. He then sub. 

' dued'the Arabians, and laid the Moabites and 
the Gileaditish mountaineers under tribute; but, 
m consequence of a defeat which he sustained | 
near Gadaca, he was compelled to returi to his — 
metropolis, where tlie artifices of the Pharisces 
had), by this time, blown the enibers of discon- 
tent into an open flame of rebellion. Alexander 
quickly assembled a body of forces to espouse 
his'cause, and a civil war ensued, whicli conti- 
nued for the space of six years, and swept fifty 
thousand ofthe rebels to an untimely grave, be- 
side involving the. nation in innunterable cala- 
Mities., ச ae 4 Kes 

' Demetrius immediately resolved to ம. 
avail himself of the fierce, contentions, 0” 

and invaded Judea with an army OH 
three thousand horse ‘and! forty thousand foot, 

partly Jews and partly Syrians; and Alexander 
marched against him with twenty. thousand 
Jews and six thousand Greek auxiliaries: but 

the latter was defeated and obliged to fly to the 

ட்ட for shelter. He was, howeyer, sud- 
dénly relieyed by a ‘defection of the adverse, 

Jews; and Demetrius left the ee order டி 

to oppose the progres is brother Philip. ppose ட his br i eae: 

௩



| Alexandef crossed the 

: அ 
236 JEWS. 

Alexander eagerly embraced this opportu. 
nity of marching against his rebellious subjects, 
whom he defeated in several engagements, but. 

“without briiging them to submission, till Ke 

at length cut off the greater part, of their forces 

in one-decisive battle, and drove the rest into 

Bethome, where he closely besieged thems and 

next year, having made himself master of thes 
place, chastised their disobedience with unpa- 

ralleled severity. அசல்‌ fi 
Having thus,effectually crushed the rebellion, 

ee to recover some 
places in Arabia, Moabitis, and Gilead ; which 

| he had been recently forced to surrender. , This 
invasion -brought Aretas, king of Arabia and 

* Ceelo-Syria, into Judea, where he obtained. 
- some advantages.; but soon withdrew his troops, 
and: left the Asmonean to’ pursue his design: 

்‌ who accordifgly demolished the city of Pella, 

=
e
 pillaged Essa of an immense treasure, made him- 

self master of Gualana, Seleucia, and Gamala, 
_and carried Demetrius, who commanded inthose 
places, prisoner to Jerusalem. ‘ 

The success of this expedition gained the loud 
applause of the populace ; and Alexander was 

“now become'an object of terror to the surround: 
. Ing nations; but his unremitting debaucheries 
threw ‘him into an obstinate quartan ague,* and, 

hastened his death. “Neither his pleasures nor 
distemper could, however, ரனினா வு 
conquest; for he persisted in ‘seeking glory in 
the field of battle,till his strength was entirely 
exhausted, and hé died in his camp, "before the 
fortress of Regaba. - அர்த 3 
He left tw6"sons, Hyreauus and Aristobuluss 

but ‘bequeathed the government of the. state a 
ieee த லு ச்‌ 14 
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observed, he was guilty of no innovation, as his 
father Alexander had borne it before him, 
Pompey, having heard and duly considered the 
pretensions of each party, resolyed to (601806 in 
fayour of Hyrcan; but prudently concealed his 

“intention, lest Aristobulus' should obstruct his » 

expedition against the Nabatheans; and: dis- 
missed them with an’ assurance that he would 
visit Judea, as soon as he had vanquished Aretis,- 

eand.there determine the controversy, 
This declaration was so’ unsatisfactory to the 

younger, brother that he, departed in disgust, 
first to Dalion and then to Judea, without taking 

‘leave of the Roman general. Pompey, incensed 
at this disrespectful behaviour, marched directly 
in purSuit of him at the head of his troops; and 
hearing that he was at the castle of Alexandria, 
summoned him to appear and account for his 
rashness.  Aristobulus was with much difficulty . 
prevailed on, to prevent a war with Rome, to 
obey the summons. At length, however, he 
went, and exerted himself to the utmost, in com- 

| pliments; presents, and promises, to obtain the 
aid of Pompey’s protection; but,” instead of 
effecting his purpose, he had the mortification 

to find he must-deliver all his fortresses to the’ 
Roman power. .He then perceived the trueiex- 
tent of his misfortune, and deeply regretted his ‘ 

having appealed t6 so partial an-arbitrator ; but, 
being now in the power of his adversary, he was 
nevessitated to submit. 5. Pe ae 

_ Avistobulus no Sooner found himself af liberty, 4 
after this unexpected himiliation, than he hasten- 

4 ட 

      

  

     ed to Jerusalem, full -yesolved fo frustrate the. 
effects of P ; on; but, on the irnme- 

diateyp that (general, he repented of his 
Vo உட ண்டர்‌ 9 imprudence,
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imprudence, and humbly prostrating himself at’ 
his feet,*promised to give him a considerablesum 
of money if he would forbear any hostilities 

against the nation. The general agreed to his’ , 
proposal, and detained him in the camp, while 
Gabinius was sent todemand the stipulated sum ; » 
but, on the garrison refusing to fulfil the agree- 
ment, Aristobulus was loaded with chains, and 
-the army ordered to march directly against the 
பு oP : 

|. The faction of Hyrcan, being the more numer- 
ous, readily opéned the gates, while that of Aris- 
tobulus took shelter in the temple. Pompey sent 
one of his generals to secure the place and the 
royal palace, while those who occupied the tem- 
plé were busily employed in fortifying "every 
part of it for sustaining a siege. “Battering rams 
and other engines of war being brought from 
Tyre, a powerful attack was made onthe north 

side of theedifice, which was the weakest, though 
_ enclosed with strong walls, high towers, and a 
deep ditch. The besieged were, however, so 
industrious in: Jevelling and dismounting the 

_ Works of; their enemy that they might, in all 
probability, have held out a considerable time, 
had they not, at the end of three months, adopted 

_ their old tenet of non-resistance on the sabbath. . 
_ the besiegers,having at length observed that ‘ 
no opposition was made to theirattempts on that’ > day, took the advantage of “getting all things 

“ready for an assault; and on the éhisuing sab- 
~ bath mastered the place, by battering down,one ' 
of the towers, together with 11 of the wall. 
horrid slaughter immedi sued; in which 

twelyé thousand persons perishe : the Romans,.’ beside! many others whe 

Q 

   

    

"their ட்‌
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வ ப்‌ அட வவ எப ல்‌ ப 
rived to offer up their usual sacrifices and deyo- 
tions with the same calmness as if they had been 
in perfect safety, and suffered themselyes to be 
massacred before the altar with as much meek- 
ness as the victims they were then offering. Pom- 
pey was much surprised at this religious heroism, 
but caused .all the prisoners to be put to death 
who had been most zealous against him; while | 

» great numbers eluded the fury of’his troops, by 
throwing themselves down precipices, or envelop= | 
ing themselves and their apartments in flames. ~ 

The face of the Jewish aflairs was now entirely 
changed. Hyrcan, though restored to the pon-* 
tificate with the specious title of prince, was de- 
prived of the royal diadem, and made tributary 
to Rome; all the cities, which his valiant prede- 
cessors had taken in Coelo-Syria and Pheenicia, 
were restored to Syria; and he was strictly fore 
bidden to extend his territory beyond the an- 
cient borders of Judea. Pompey having thus 
subdued the Jewish nation, ‘and gratified his cu- 
riosity by penetrating into the most sacred re- 
cesses of the temple, pulled down the walls of 
_Jerusdlem, and left Scaurus- govemor, with a 
sufficient body of troops to prevent a future re- 
yolt. He then set out for Rome; taking with 
‘him Aristobulus and his four children, “as cap= 
tives to adorn his triumph,. ட்‌ : 

பச்‌ > —e a 
eat SOL, < ‘ 

ore 9 / SECT மர, - otf 

“The History of the Jews, from their'being subdued 
by the, Romans to the Reign of Herod the Greats 

[ம RCAN ‘had no sooner.obtained a deliver- 

san 

a ஐ 

    
ce from his rival. bYother than he re-_ 

ச Y3 * lapsed 
ச.



544 JEWS. 

fapsed -into his former indolence, and left the . 

care of his affairs to Antipater, who failed not to ' 
turn it to the advantage and aggrandisement of 
his own family. eats ட்‌ ' 

Alexander, son of Aristobulus, con- 
>, trived, in the mean time, to escape from, 

அர்‌ Rome, and to return into Judea; where 
he soon raised 4 powerful party, and an army of 
‘ten thousand foot and fifteen hundred horse. He 
also began to fortify several eminent fortresses 

(near the foot of thé Arabian mountains, and aug-. 
mented the number of his followers so rapidly 
that Hyrean, being in no condition to oppose him,” 
was compelled to call in the Romans, in order to 
Suppress this new invader. A body of troops 
being immediately sent from Syria, Alexander 

“was obliged to retire into the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, where he was defeated with the loss 
of three thousand men. From thence heremoved 
to Alexandrion, and was closely besieged by Ga- 
binius, till at length he was dismissed with par- 
don and impunity, through the exquisite pru- 
dencé 6f his motlier; wlio had insinuated herself 
into the Roman‘general’s favour. Gabinius or- 
ace the fortress,to be destroyed, with those of 
lachaeron and Hyreanson, that they might no 

longer be an occasion of fresh revolts; and con- 
ducted Hytean to Jerusalem, for the express pur- 
pose of reinstating him in his pontifical dignity. 
He then divided the province into;five districts, 
and established a separate court of judicature in 
each, by} which means. the government. was - 
transformed) into dn aristocracy ; and the Jews, 
who had been hitherto governed by their own 

. nionarchical pontifis, fell under the subjection of 
a race of tyrants,” . © 1 பதி 

© Soon
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Soon after this event, Aristobulus found means 
‘+o escape from prison, and to enter Judea with 

his son Antigonus, Here he, was joined by a < 
considerable number of Jews, who offered to assist 
himin rebuilding the castle of Alexandrion. »A * 
detachment of Romans, however, cut off the 
greatest part of his adherents, and drove the rest 
‘into the ruined fortress of Machaeron; whence 
Aristobulus and’ his son were sent, covered with. 
wounds, to the same prison inwhich they had 
een confined after Pompey’s triumph. 
Gabinius being invited next year info, Eeyp 

to assist Ptolemy Auletes in the recovery of his 
croyen, Alexander seized that opportunity of en- 
tering Judea, at the head of a considerable army, « 
and taking an ample reyenge: on the Romans: 
wherever he found them; His successes were, 
however, of short duration, as Gabinius hastened: 
toward him on the first account of shis invasion, 
and defeated him in the vicinage of MountTabor, 
with the loss of ten thousand mény + 
' Crassus, succeeding Gabiniusin'the sop 0 
vernment of Syria, found the whole pro- ~, 
vineein peace, a circumstancewhich gave 5 ்‌ ்‌ 
him leisure to pursue his favourite’ design of ins 
vading the Parthians. But, previous to hisde- 
parture on that expedition, he plundered the 
temple at-Jerusalem of every thing that was ya- 
luable; not excepting the most sacred utensils. த 
The whole amount of this satrilegious pillage is 
said tohave been upward of twomillions sterling. 

On the death of this monster ofimpiety, p 6. 
Cassius led the poor remains of his army 52, 
to suppress the ‘incursions which the Moa 
torious Parthians now» made in that=province. 
From thence he marched into Judea, where he » 

a “ரத்தம்‌. * hésieged 
உ ய்‌ 

்‌ at a க



246 ச JEWS. 

besieged the city of Taricha on the south shore 
ofthe lake Gennezareth, whither Pitolaus had 

retreated with the surviving remnant of Alexan- 
dei’s faction. The place being reduced, Pitolaus 
Was put to death’by the counsel of Antipater, and 

> thirty thousand individuals were taken prisoners. 

B About three years after the reduction of 

* “+ Parichea, Julius Cassar became master of 

Ws Rome, when, thinking that Aristobulus 
might renderhim some service against Pompey, 

he set him at liberty, and sent him into Palestine « 

t the head of two legions, to oyerawe the Sy- 

rians; but some of Pompey’s partisans contrived 

to poison him, and by that means frustmated 
Czsar’s politic design. The news of his return 

-into Judea induced his son, Alexander, to raise 
some forces to join him on his arrival ; but Me- 
tellus Scipio, son-in-law to Pompey, caused the 
‘unfortunate prince to be seized and brought be- 

‘ore his tribunal at Antioch, where ,he was im- 
mediately doomed to suffer decapitation. 

Tn the mean time, the war between Cesar and 
Pompey afforded the, Jews an opportunity of in- 

, gratiating themselves with the former, who was. 
then waiting impatiently in Egypt for new levies 
under Mithridates the Pergamenian. These bein 

்‌ unable to break through Pelusium, he was obliged 
to stop at Ascalon for new reinforcements ; till 

\ the atrival of Antipater at the head of three thou- 
sand Jews, with some.other suecours, drawn from 
Armenia, Mount Libanus, and: Syria, enabled 
him: to carry thé city of Pelusium by assault. In 
return for this well-timed assistance, and the gal- 
lantry of the Jewish commander,Casar confirmed 
.Hyrcan in the pontificate, entailed the principali- 
ty of Judea on his posterity for ever, and ordered. 
ery ? _ wpillar 

6 os 3 
ர்‌
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a pillar to be erected, on which various beneficial 
grants were confirmed to the Jewish nation. 
He also conceived a particular esteem for Anti- | 

‘pater, and. gave him some unequivocal marks of 
‘friendship, by presenting him with the free- 
dom of Rome, making him procurator of Judea, 
and advancing him to a distinguished post in the 
army-.! Sat shes) aes ou 

Antigonus, hearing of these particulars, has- 
tened to the dictator, and presented an accusa- 

etion against.the new favourites, representing the 
misfortunes jis family had suffered, and றலி 
tioning for thé restoration of his father’s princi 
pality. Antipater, however, defended his own 
cause and that of Hyrean with stich forcible elo~ 
quence that the accuser was repulsed, as a fac~. 
tious and turbulent person; and the late decree 
in favour of bis enemies’ was engraved on bra- 

zentables, to be hung up in the temples ‘of As- 

calon, Tyre and Sidon, as well as in the capital, 
at Romie, whither Hyrcan soon afterward sent 

ambassadors to renew his alliance with that na- 

tion, and to obtain ‘a promisory decree for re- 
building the wall of Jerusalem. 5 

' 30; 7 3 ம , 
Antipater on his return from Tyre, whither 

he had accompanied his patron, exerted himself 
to restore the Jewish state toits ancient model, 

and to repair the fortifications of Jerusalem. He 

bestowed the goyernment*ot that metropolis on 

his eldest son Plasael, and made Herod, his se-" 
-cond son, governor of Galilee. ‘The formermne- 
glected nothing that could render him»popular 

_ it his new office ; and the latter soon sighalised! 
hiniself by the extirpation of a dangerous ban- 
ditti that had long infested the country ; so 
that Antipater had the satisfagtion of seeing his 

ட லட ன = enone 
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sons become the darlings of the nation, without 
apparently lessening any part of their respect to” 

_ Hyrean, who still seemed to be at the head of 
. all national concerns. net 

This rapid augmentation of power in Anti. 
-pater’s family was, however, by no means pleas. 
ing to the generality of the people, who regard- 
ed Herod’s conduct, with respect to the ban- 
ditti, as highly: culpable in itself, and prelusive 
of future tyranny.. They accordingly prevailed . 
on their high’ priest to .summon* Herod before, 
him-and the sanhedrim ; but the appearance of 
that young hero, othe day of audience, gave 
them _to understand that he came not as a private 
“person, much less as a eulpret in expectation of 
an unfavourable sentence. He was clothed in 
purple, attended by a numerous ‘retinue, and 
“provided with letters from Sextus Caesar, which 
seem to have been calculated to fntraiate the 
sanhedrim, rather than’to recommend his cause 
to the pontiff, who was already-sufficiently in his 
interest. These circumstances struck such an 
awe into the court that none of his accusers 
ventured for some time to open their lips; but, 

‘at length Sameas, aman of known wisdom and 
integrity, boldly stepped forward, and arraign- 
ed him, not/only for his former crime, but for 

his’ present audacity, in atterhpting to frighten 
‘his judges, instead of exculpating himself from 
the ‘chatges preferred against him. Hyrean, 
pereeiving the impression which this speech 

  

made on the court, adjourned it till the next - 
day, and advised Herod privately to elude the 

. mmpending danger by a ‘timely flight. . Herod 
accordingly retired'to Damascus, whence he 

sent a contemptuous message to the sanhedrim,’ 
ws Ba ; “importing 

>
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importiig that if they were disposed tosummon 
himagain, he would disclaim their jurisdiction, 
Two years after this transaction, Hyr- 

can obtained a fresh decree for fortifying 
hismetropolis ; together with such a pro- 
fusion “of immunities and privileges that the. 
Jewish nation could hardly be said to feel the 
weight of the Roman yoke. {his happy state 
was not} however, of long duration, as two re- 

emarkable accidents soon happened, viz. the 
murder of Sextus Caesar in Judea; and the assas- | 
sination of Julius at- Rome, which ‘brought on a” 
series of distractions and calamities. ॥ 

Cassius, having driven Bassus, from’ Syria, 
seized uponshis government, and, assembling an 
army of twelye legions, began to levy large tri, 
butes upon*that province, and particularly on 
Judea, which he taxed at seven hundred talents, 
Antipater; who knew the consequence of send- 
ing an immediate-supply, committed the levy- 
ing of half the stipulated sum to his sons, and or- 
dered the remainder to be raised sby one Mali. 
chus and his associates. . Herod'immediately in+ 
gratiated himself with the mew governor by a 
prompt compliance with his orders, and Phasael 
soon followed swith his quota 5, but the other go- 
vernors not coming forward with equal alacrity, 
Cassius ordered all the inhabitants of their re- 
spective cities to be sold by auction ; and would 

' have sacrificed Maliéhus to his resentment, had 

ahundred talents. « ம 

Mot the pontiff redeemed him at the expense’. 
‘ 

" Malichus, who" bore an inveterate hatred to . 
Antipdter, soon formed the resolution of taking — 

* him off by treachery ; but, his plot being disco- 

‘yered} he went te him in a seemingly friendly 

௪ 
, 

manner,
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manner, and by oaths, assurances, and Protesta. 
tions, eonyinced him of his innocence, insomuch 
that Antipater used all his interest,to prevent the 
-governor of Syria from. putting him to death, 
Malichus was, however, of too vile ‘disposition 

.to be affected by this generosity, and soon after. 
ward bribed Hyrean’s butler to poison the de. 
luded Idumean, while himself with an armed 

_ force seized upon the government of Jerusalem, 
Phasael and Herod were at+no loss to discover 
the author of this villainy, and resolved to pu- 
nish him by’some private stratagem, without in- 
volving the nations in the calamities of a 
civil war. ee ்‌ ்‌ 
___ An opportunity soon offered forthe execution 
of this design. Cassius:haying subdued Laodi- 
cea, was visited with presents and congratula- 
tions by all the chief lords ‘of ‘Syria and Pales- 
tine ; and Malichus, among the rest, hastened to 
pay his respects to the conqueror. Herod fell 
in with him/on the road, and invited him to a 
banquet in the neighbourhood of Tyre.» The 
invitation was accepted ; and the Tyrian officers, 
in compliance with the orders of Cassius, reward- 
ed the traitor’s crimes by rushing into the’ apart, 
ment, and sheathing their daggers in his body. 

. The Jewish pontiff, being apprised of his death, 
appeared thunderstruck for some-time, but on 
Herod’s asserting that he had fallen by Cassius’s 
commands, he replied he must sepia. the deed, “ 
Since it) had delivered him from a formidable 
enemy. ,° 7e — eo அத 5 
BC. The brother of the déceased, unden the 

: பூத. Specious pretence ‘of avenging Malichus, 
' =| threw Judea into the ttmost confusion, ’ 

- while Cassius was compelled to march into ப 
்‌ ப * மி 
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favourites, that he spared no extortion, though 
the distressed condition of the country, for want 
of cultivation, threatened his subjects with the 
calamities of famine. .* : 

Hyrean, the unfortunate pontiff, who had fal- 
len a prey tothe treachery of Antigonus and the 
Parthians, and who had been. taken prisoner to 
Parthia, was released from confinement by Phra- 
artes, and permitted to reside in Babylon, where 

,he enjoyed the respect and unfeigned affection~ 
of the Jews who dwelt in that city, and also of * 
those who lived beyond the Euphrates; but he 
nosooner heard of Herod’saccession to the throne © 
of Judea than he conceived an ardent desire 
visiting his native country, and spending the 1 
sidue of his life in the beloved city of Jerusalem, 
Having communicated these thoughts tosome of — 
his friends, he was earnestly advised to abandon 
them, ‘and‘to. remain content with tha 312- 
tion which was paid to his high birth 
in Babylon: but the pressing invitations of the — 
monarch were so perfectly, consonant with his 
own wishes that he was deaf t 
and resolved to return.to th 
tamed the temple of his God. Rees 

. Herod was, in the mean time, much.> 
disturbed by domestic contentions ; and) 3. * 
was compelled, though much’ against his ~ * 
inclination, to invest’ Aristobulus, the brother o 
Mariamne, with the pontifical dignity. 
condescension to Alexandra, his mother-in-law, 
Was merely political; and that _ whose 

  

   

  

       

    

  

    

   

   

  

   
     

  

haughty and enterprising spirit re d her a 
angerous enémy,.was soon afte fined to her 

  

Palace. In this emergency she received an in- 
vitation to'the court of Cleopatra, for herselfand 

F 8019 
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son’; but, after contriving a singular method.of ' 
eséape, the fugitives were arrested aiid brought 
back; though Herod’s dread of the Egyptian 
queén induced, him to dissemble his resentment, 
At the ensuing feast of tabernacles the new 

high-priest, who was about seventeen years of 
age, officiated in his sacred capacity with such 
extraordinary gracefulness, and appeared soma. 
jestic in the pontifical robes, that the people, re. 
flecting on the merit of his ancestors, could not , 
. forbear expressing their admiration. © This cit. 
cumstance inflamed Herod’s jealousy to so un- 
governablea pitch thathe immediately resolved’ 

' On the destruction of the amiable youth; and 
accordingly hired some base wretches to put a, 
period to hislife, by Holding him under water in 

‘a bath, fo which he was invited after the solem- 
nity. This diabolical action was glossed oyer © 
with the pretence of being purely accidental, and 
the result of mere’ diversion; and the king not 
only seemed to believe this report, but put him-, 
self into the deepest mourning, ordered his ob- 
sequies f performed with all possible mag- 
nificence, and caused a stately monument to be 
erected tof mhory of the unfortunate sufferer, 
But this a ectation was easily seen through by , 
the people, and only served to render the author 
of the calamity more odious to the nation at large, 
and particularly to his own family. 

andra having written an account of these 

    

    

  

   
   

cruel proceedings to Cleopatra that princess ear 
nestly importuned Antony to take vengeance on 
the murderer, in hopes that his death would fa- 
cilitate her wish of enjoyin githe Jewish revenue, 
Antony, accordingly, commanded Herod to ap- 
pear before him at Laodicea, im order to cleay 
ee Oe ] - himself 
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criminal, who died immediately ; dnd sone lets 
"ters “were intercepted, which obyiated every 
doubt, and silenced the prisoner’s impious pro- 
testations: Ele was accordingly ordered into 
close confinement, and a full account of the 
proceedings against him was sent to the em- 
peror. 
‘While the ambassadors were on their journey 

to Rome, Herod, enfeebled by age, sickness; and 
constant inquietude, was suddenly attacked with 
disease Which rendered him so extreifiely me- 

ய்‌. choleric that he became a,burthen to 
and a terror to/all his attendants. Find- 

ingle end” approaching, he settled his affairs, 
appointed his youngest: son to succeed him on 
»the throne, bequeathed a considerable sum to 
Avgustus, and left .a noble fortune to the un: 
worthy _ Salome. These arrangements were’ 
scarcely | made when a seditious tumult was 
raised in the city by two Jewish doctors, who, 

» haying heard e king was dead, persuaded 
‘the: i down the buildings which 

ontrary to the law. "They ac: 
eded to the temple gate, and 
sha golden eagle of exquisite 
hich Herod had set up in ho- 

tor; but, on being attacked ' 
€ royal troops, the majority of 

Y soon dispersed, and the rémaindet 
carried to the king, who, after some time, con- 
demned them to be burnt alive. ° . 
The wretched monarch, whose disease now 

became so loathsome and intolerable that »a des- 
cription of it would, shock the humane reader, 

perceived, by this last indignity the universal 
detestation in which he was ‘held by: his sub- 

‘ ay 
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sure, This lodgment was effected about a forts 
night after the beginning of the siege. ச 

Titus immediately advanced to the second? 
wall; and plied his engines and battering-rams 
so furiously that one of the towers began to 
shake, and the Jews who occupied it, perceiving 
their impending ruin; set it on fire, antl precipi-° 
tated themselves into the flames. The fall of 
this structure afforded an entrance to the second 
enclosure; but as Titus was anxious to preserve 
the city from demolition, the breach and lanes 
were left so narrow that a great number of his 
men perished for want 6froom, when they were 
attacked by Simon. This oversight was, how- 
‘eyer, quickly rectified, and the place was car- 
-ried four days after the first repulse. 

A raging famine, which had for some time 
afflicted the city, was now followed by a pesti- 
Jence; and as these calamities increased so did 
the cruelty of the factions; who forced the 

. houses in quest.of provisions, punishing those 
with death who had any, because they had not 
apprised them of it; and putting others to the 
most exquisite tortures under the pretence that 
they had victuals concealed. ‘ 

Titus, haying attempted in vain fo prevail on 
them to surrender, by distributing provisions to 
his army in their sight; and by sending Jose- 
phus to represent the fatal consequences of their 
obstinacy, caused the city to be surrounded with: 
a strong wall, to prevent theim receiving any 
Kind of suecour, or their eluding his vengeance 

- by flight. Nothing was now to be seen in the 
streets of Jerusalem but putrescent bodies, ema- 
ciated invalids, and objects of the deepest dis-* 

i tress 3
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given just offence to the Assyrians; for the 
parricides were constrained to fly into Armenia, 

to escape the expected punishment which their 
crime deserved. Esar-Haddon, or, ac- 0 
cording to Ptolemy, Assaradin, the blind ர 0 ழ்‌ 
son of Sennacherib, then ascended to the ப 
throne. 

This prince possessed better qualities than his 
father, and was very kind to the captive Jews, 
whom that tyrant had so cruelly oppressed. He 

reigned for some years quietly, but toward the 
close of his life, the desite of conquest arose in 

| his breast; and, after adding Babylon to the 
Assyrian crown, he put an entire end to the 
kingdom of Israel, and sent Manasseh, the king 
of Judah, in chains to Babylon. 

Flushed with this success he marched into 
Egypt and Ethiopia, which countries he sub- 
dued, and carried numbers of their inhabitants 
mito captivity. While he was engaged in this 
war, his general Tartan laid siege to the strong 
city of Ashdod, or Azotus, and took it. 

Having thus extended his dominions, and re- 
vived the glory of the Assyrian name, which 
had been greatly eclipsed in the reign of his pre- 
decessor, this great prince spent the re- 
mainder of his days in peace, and died in 668 
a good old age. oak 

He was succeeded by Saosduchinus, or Saos- 
ducheus, who is the Nebuchadnezzar of the sa- 
cred history. This prince followed up the great 
‘designs of his predecessor, and gained many ad- 
Yantages over the Medes, whose king Phroites 
‘he slew, after a hard-fought battle in the plain 
of Ragan. Elated with this victory, he marched 
into Media, and haying reduced many strong 

ட்டார்‌” * ம்ம்‌ places,
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places carried by storm the famous city of Ec. 

batana, which he completely destroyed. Afier 

this conquest he returned to Nineveh, where he 

celebrated his triumphs in a luxurious and splen- 

did feast, given to those who had attended him 

in his expedition, which feast lasted one hundred 

and twenty days. rats 

The success of his arms swelled his mind to 

such a height of mad ambition that he waged 

“war against all the world, and began to regard 

himself as something more than mortal. In 

this fit of extravagance, he sent an army under 
Holofernes, with orders to put to death the in- 
habitants of every country who should resist his 
_authority. The general appears to have been - 

actuated by the same spirit as his master, for 

the cruelties whieh he committed struck terror 
among all the neighbouring nations. But the 
Jews had the courage to-stand firm against the 
haughty Assyrian, and, notwithstanding the ra- 
vages he made, defended their capital city, Be- 
thulia, to the last extremity. ்‌ 

When all hopes of deliverance were lost, a 
beautiful lady, of a noble family, named Judith, 
‘accompanied by her maid, went out into the 
Assyrian camp, and being introduced to the ge- 
neral, he became enamoured of her charms, and 
conducted her to his tent. At the entertainment 
which he gave to his fair visitor, Holofernes 
drank so freely as soon to become inebriated, in 
which state he fell asleep. At this eritical mo- 
ment, when the company were all retired, Ju- 
dith-smote off the head of the general, and, put- 
ting it into a bag, went out of the tent, passed 
the guards, and returned safe to the city. 

This act raised the drooping spirits of the 
nee Jews,
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Jews, who, taking advantage of the consterna- 
tion of the Assyrians, sallied out, and defeated 
them with great slaughter. This story is cir- 
cumstantially related in the apocryphal book of 
Judith, but it must be observed that there seems 
to be as much of truth in it as there isin the ac- 
count of Semiramis, by Ctesias, which we haye 
already condemned. ‘That there neyer was such 
a woman as Judith we will not say, but that the 
story is in all particulars true we cannot admit, 
because sacred and profane history are silent 

"upon an incident too remarkable to have passed 
unnoticed. Beside, that which stamps impro- 
bability upon the tale is the name given to the 
capital of Judah, which occurs in no part of 
Scripture, nor any where else, 

Saosduchinus was succeeded by Chy- 
64 * naladan, or Sarac, whose character and guise : ்‌ 

reign agree so exactly with the story of 
Sardanapalus, as to prove that he was the same 
person. In his reign, the Medes, headed b 
Cynares, the son of. Phraortes, reyolted, and, 
after defeating the Assyriansin a pitched battle, 
laid siege to Nineveh ; but, while they were thus 
engaged, the Scythians eutered Media, in conse- 
quence of which Cynares was obliged to make 
ahasty retreat into his own country, to: repel 
the invaders. About the same time Natopolas- - 
ser,a Babylonian, whom Chynaladan had placed 
at the head of his army, revolted, and took pos- 
session of the kingdom of Babylon. The king 
of Assyria, seeing nothing but enemies around 
him, and knowing how odious his conduct had 
rendered him to his subjects, collected all his 
Wealth into a pile in his palace, and then set 

’ 2 ்‌ Ff fire
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fire to it, perishing with his whole family in the 
flames, ; 

The Assyrian monarchy did indeed 
626. subsist iu some degree many years after 

* this circumstance; but even the names 
of the succeeding kings have not reached us, 
We know nothing more of its history than 
that it was at last completely destroyed by the 
Medes and Babylonians. - ; i 

During the first monarchy, Egypt, of which 
_ we have given a history in the first volume of 

this work, flounished, and claims the admiration 
of posterity on various accounts. 

Next to the Egyptians, the Pheenicians were 
the most celebrated, “Their skill in maritime 
aflairs, theiy address and excellent policy in 
commercial concerns, have ever excited applause. 
Tyre, their chief city, was taken by Nebuchad. 
nezzar, about the year 570 B.C. Pygmalion 
is, weil known as a Phoenician monarch, whose 
sister, Dido, built Carthage. 
The kingdom of the Lydians flourished under 

the first monarchy, chiefly during the reign of 
Creesus, wliose dominion was far extended over 
the régions of Asia, and who was considered as 
the richest king of his time. 

This age produced Homer and Hesiod. To 
this period also must be referred the Sybils, wo- 
men famous for thein prophecies. ட்‌ 

During the first monarchy, philosophy flou- 
rished‘in Egypt, and astronomy in Chaldza; 
and the celebrated cities of Nineyeh and Baby. 
Jon are the most decided proofs that the Assy- 
rians and Chaldeans were well skilled in works 
of architecture and mechanics. 

THE
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THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE. 

ABYLON was known in ancient times by 
B the names of Shinar, Shinaur, &c. thatof Ba= 
bylon is generally supposed to be derived from 
the tower of Babel, and that of Chaldzea, which 

_js also appropriated to this country, from the 
Chaldzans. 

These two names sometimes extend to the 
whole country, being taken for each other, and 

' sometimes they are limited to certain parts; by 
Babylon, or Babylonia, was meant the country in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Babylon ; and 
by Chaldza that which extends southward to 
the Persian gulf. By the sacred writers ‘the 
whole country is called Chaldz, but profane 
authors usually denominate it Babylonia. It 
lies between thirty and thirty-five degrees north 
latitude, being bounded on the north by Meso- 
potamia, on the eastby the Tigris, on the west 
y Arabia Deserta, and on the south by the Pers 

sian gulph and part of Arabia Felix. 
The climate of this country is, for the most 

‘part, wholesome and temperate, though at par- 
ticular seasons of the year, it is noxious and dan- 
gerous to the human constitution. The heat is 
so extraordinary that the rich are accustomed to 
sleep even with a great part of their bodies im- 
mersed in water. For several months together 
it seldom or never rains, so that the inhabitants 
are at great labour and expense in watering their 
lands, the various engines used for that purpose 
}eing so numerous, especially along the, banks 

of the Euphrates, as sometimes to impede the 
havigation of the river. This drought has bene, 

; 213 known
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in its infancy, tyranical and despotic, but at the 
death of Nimrod it fell to a level with other 
neighbouring states, till the Assyrians, in process 
of time, laid the foundations on which it afterward 
exalted itself as the queen of the east. The go- 
vernment, then, of Babylon, like that of Assy- 
ria, was strictly despotical, and its sceptre here. 
ditary. The whole centered in the person of 
the king’; all decrees issued from his mouth ; he 
even affected the power, and claimed the wor. 
ship, which belonged only to the divinity. This 
was, perhaps, the most effectual means of inti. 
midating not only his own subjects, but sur- 
‘younding nations, who might otherwise have be- 
come rivals of his greatness, and attempted to 
dispossess him of his kingdom. Upon a princi- 
ple of this kind, the conquerors of the east have 
always affected retirement, as too glorious to’ be 
beheld by vulgar eyes; thus contriving to keep 
in subjection a number of nations of different 
languages, complexions, and manners, to a per- 
son who must be a stranger to most of them. 

The first monarchs of Babylon, however, ad- 
ministered their government by officers of several 
sorts, civiland military ; and accordingly we find 
them divided into three classes, supposed ’to be 
selected from among the most grave and noble 
persons in the empire: the first had the charge 
of the virgins, and their disposal in marriage ; 
and to judge of all matters relating to the con- 

' nubialstate: the second took cognizance of theft, 
and the third of all other crimes. We find the 
subordinate powers under this mighty emperor 
divided into princes, governors, captains, judges 
and counsellors, so that nothing was wanting to 
maintain peace and good order in the எக்‌ 
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This great king of kings had an household 
equal to the sublimity of his station, the chief 
officers of which were, the captain of his guard, 
the prince of the eunuchs, and the, prime minis- 
ter. The first had the execution of his arbitrary 
commands; the second had the charge of the 
education and subsistence of the youth of the 

_ palace; and the last sat in the king’s gate to hear 
complaints, and to pass judgments. Beside 
these, there was the master of the magicians al- 
ways at hand to satisfy the king upon any thing 
she might wish to know, with regard to futurity 
and prognostication. ட்‌ ்‌ 
. Though these kings seem to haye claimed 
such high honours, and‘to have considered the 
whole world as created for their use and service, 
yet we understand that they sometimes condes- 
cended to banquet with their great lords and 
chief men of their dominions, of whom we read 
in the book of Daniel that a thousand were at 
one time entertained by Beltshazzar. The 
common style of salutation to this sovereign was, 
0 hing, live for ever ! and the man who was so 
happy asin a particular manner to gain his fa- 
vor was clothed with purple or scarlet, adorned 
with a chain of gold about his neck, and inyest- 
ed with a part of the government. - 

The laws of the empire were in general vague 
and uncertain, depending wholly upon the will 
of the monarch, but one was fixed and irrevo- 
cable, which obliged all, especially the poorer 
sort of the people, to marry. By this law the 
daughters of every manwere bestowed in mar 
riage according to the will of the king or his of+ 
ficers, in a manner to be related hereafter. 
As the laws wene changeable so also avere the 
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punishments unfixed, arbitrary, and rigorous in 
proportion to the disposition of the sovereign, 
Beheading, cutting to pieces, turning the crimi- 
nal’s house intoadunghill, and burning inva fiery 
furnace, are punishments which were executed 
by order of the kings of Babylon. — 

It is difficult to separate the religion and learn. 
ing of the Babylonians into distinct heads. The 
Chaldzans, properly so called, were not only the 
priests, but the literati of the country. They 
were devoted to the business of religion, pre« 
tended to prophecy, to predict by the rules of 
augury, by the flight of birds, and the inspection 
of slaughtered victims:—they explained dreams, 
and all the extraordinary phenomena of nature, 
as portending good or evil to men or nations, 
and’ it was thought by the vulgar that these 
priests could, by their incantations and invoca- 
tions, affect the future welfare of mankind. Hay. 
ing, by their situations, been early attentive to 
celestial observations, they concluded that the 
invisible Deity had created the heavenly bodies 
as the subordinate agents of his power, and as 
ministers of his will to govern the world. 

Persuaded of this, they began to build temples 
to the stars, to sacrifice to them, to praise them, 
aud to bow down in religious homage before 
them, expecting through their means to obtain 
the favour and good-will of God; so that they 
esteemed them as mediators between God and 
themselves. In process of time, impostors arose, 
and gave out that they had it enjoined from 
God himself that some particular star should be 
worshiped in a certain manner, and that none of 
any age or degree should be exempt from this 
dyty. Hence men began to erect temples, with 
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images, under trees, upon the summit of hills or 
mountains, and to assemble in them for the pur- 
poses of divine worship. Other impostors, im= 
proving on the first, pretended to haye been ho- 
noured with particular instructions from parti- 
cular stars, concerning the exact mode of wor- 
ship due to them, and what ought, and what 
ought not, to be done to please them.. : 

| Such was the rise of idolatry, which, taking 
_ root among the Chaldeans, spread its branches 
so far as to keep in darkness all the nations of 
| the east. It is certain that the first image wor- 
shippers did not pretend to pay adoration to the 
uninformed wood, stone, or metal, and that, in 
their transition from planet-worship to image- 
worship, they pretended to have infused the vir- 
tues of the planets into the image that it was 
meant to represent, which they thought might 
-beaftected by forms of consecration; and by 
various incantations, they pretended to draw 
down from the stars their several intelligences 
into their respective idols: hence came all the. 

| superstition of the talismans, together with the 
various branches of magic and sorcery. 

It is evident that this was the origin of image- 
‘worship, since the names of the principal Gods 
of the heathen in general are those of the sun, 
moon and five primary planets, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, Mercury, and Venus. ்‌ 

This was the state of the old Babylonian reli- 
gion, till they came to deify mortal men, as well 
as the celestial bodies, a practice for which two 
reasons have been assigned ; first, the grief of a 
parent for a child untimely snatched away, 
whose image he may have been tempted to ho- 
nour as a god when dead. And secondly, on 
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paid to prostitution, rendered them the most 
sensual and abandoned people on the face of the 
earth. 4 த 

They seem to have affected pride and effe. 
minacy in their dress; their under garment was 
a linen vest, down to their heels, oyer which 
they had another of woollen, and over all a 
white mantle or cloak. They wore their own 

| hair; their heads were adorned with a tiara or 
/mutre, and their bodies were anointed with the 

| ol of sesame. Tach of them wore a seal-ring 
on the finger, and in their hand a wrought staff 
fer sceptre, adorned at the head with some par- 
ticular ensign or figure, without which it was 
unlawful to appear with one of these staves. 

The Babylonians were famed for learning, 
particularly the Chaldeans, who were their 
priests, philosophers, astronomers, soothsayer, 
&e. In respect to their pretended claim to 
Tearning, and supernatural knowledge, the Chal- 
deans are distinguished from the Babylonians, 
and are said to have inhabited a region peculiar 
to themselves, next to the Arabian and the 
Persian gulf. They were divided into several 
sects, distinguished by names taken either from 
particular places, where different doctrines on 
the same points were held, or from particular 
ersons whohad doctrines peculiar to themselves. 
heir learning was not acquired after the man- 

ner of the Greeks, but by tradition from father 
to son ; and being exempt from all laborious du- 
ties, and offices of trust, their only business was 
to apply themselves to the instruction they re- 
ceived. They never departed from principles 
early imbibed, being fully satisfied with what 
they had received from their ancestors. and, by 

G g3 a temas



 



 







346 BABYLONYANS. 

gression. As the kings of Assyria and Babylon 
were at that time united by the strictest union, 
nothing less than an event so extraordinary 
could justify the king of Babylon in correspond- 
ing with a prince, then at open war with the 
Assyrian monarch. 

We omit the mentioning of several other sove- 
reigns of this kingdom, of whom we know little 
more than the order in which they reigned, till 
we come to Assar-addin, who, after he had pre- 
sided for some time over the Assyrian kingdom,, 
seized upon that of Babylon, where he reigned 
thirteen years. Two of his successors only 
maintained their power over the empire, when 
Nabopallassar seized upon it himself, transferred 
the seat of the Assyrian monarchy to Babylon, 
and entering into an alliance with Cyaxares the 
Mede, joined with him in a war against Assyria, 
which they reduced to a very low condition. He 
did not live, however, to see its final destruction, 
for an irruption of the Scythians put a stop to 
the progress of the new allies for the space of 
twenty-eight years. 

This prince is called by contraction Nabulas- 
say: he is also called Nebuchadonosor; and Ne- 
buchadnezzar. As the Assyrians, as well as 
the Babylonians and Medes, were at this time 
wholly employed in defending themselves against 
the Scythians, Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, 
laid hold of so favourable an opportunity to re- 
cover the city of Carchemish, then subject to 
the king of Assyria. King Josiah attempted to 
oppose the Egyptian on his march, but his 
army was routed and himself slain. This suc- 
€ess, and particularly the surrender of Carche- 
mush, encouraged the governor of Pheenice to 
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revolt from Nabopallassar, who being advanced 
in years, took his son Nebuchadnezzar for a 
artner in the kingdom, and sent him at the 

feed of an army against the Heyptians, and re- 
volted Syrians. Oyer the Egyptians the young 
prince gained a complete victory, retook Car- 
chemish, and put the garrison to the sword. 

Hlated with this success, he marched 
into Judea, took Jerusalem, rifled the B.C. 
temple, and seized on Jehoiakim, intend- 99°: 
ing to have sent him prisoner to Babylon; but 
‘upon the promise ef becoming an annual tribu- 
tary, the Babylonian left him as a kind of vice- 
toy. ‘This victorious prince, taking advantage 
of his success, made himself master of all the 
country between the Nile and the Euphrates. In 
the mean time, by the death of his father, he be- 
came sole king of Babylon, and his first care was | 
to enlarge and adorn the seat of empire. While 
he was thus employed, he was greatly harassed 
by dreams, one of which, though he was unable 
to recall any of the circumstances connected 
with it, gave him peculiar uneasiness. In this 
distress he assembled his magicians, and en- 
quived of them what his dream had been; but 
they unanimously answered that it was their 
province to interpret dreams, the gods only be- 
ing capable of revealing to man what he had 
dreamt. Proyoked by this answer, the king 
ordered them all to be put to death ; but before 
his commands could be executed, Daniel, who 
had been brought to Babylon among the other 
Jewish captives, prevailed upon the captain of 
the guard to introduce him to the king, to whom 
he gave such satisfaction on the subject of his 
dream that the monarch fell upon his face wor- 
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nion that the war should first be commenced 
against the Jews. The Babylonian army march. 
ed from the capital, and in a short time put an 
end to the Israelitish kingdom; and the victori- 
ous monarch returned to his metropolis, adding 
great strength and glory to it, by the immense 
booty he brought with him, and a numerous ac. 
cession of new inhabitants. : 

With the gold he amassed in this expedition, . 
it is thought he erected the monstrous colossus 
of that metal, in honour of his god, Bel; it was , 
sixty cubits in height, and six cubits in breadth, 
Before this he commanded all persons to fall 
down and pay religious homage; but three He- 
brew youths, Shadrach, Meshech, and Abed- 
nego, courageously refused to comply with the 
king’s command, and on that account were 
thrown into a burning furnace, from which they 
miraculously escaped unhurt. To this wonder. 
ful scene Nebuchadnezzar was an eye-witness, 
and convinced of his own impiety and folly, he 
decreed that whosoever should blaspheme the 
name of the God of Shadrach, Meshech, and 
Abednego, should be cut in pieces, and his 
house be turned into a dunghill. 

Thismighty prince, in the twenty-second year 
of his reign, crossed the Euphrates, subdued 
Tyre and many other nations, made himself 
master of Egypt, and carried away a great num- 
ber of the imbhabitants into captivity. About 
the same period he conquered several of the 
other African States. 

Thus far we have seen him as a warrior, ex- 
celling all the Babylonian princes who went be- 
fore him: we are now to consider him as the 
founder of the magnificence of Babylon, one Pe 
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the wonders of the world. The most famous 
works in and about it were the walls of the 
city; the temple of Belus; Nebuchadnezzar’s 
palace; the hanging gardens; the banks of the 
river; the artificial lake, and the canals. 

The walls of the city were sixty miles in 
compass, three hundred and fifty feet in height, 
and eighty-seven feet thick, In them there were 
an hundred ae all of solid brass; between 
every two of these gates, at proper distances, 

| were three towers, and four more at the corners 
of the great square, and three between each of 
these corners and the next gate on either side. 
From the twenty-five gates on each side of this 
square, there was a strait street extending to the 
corresponding gate in the opposite wall, whence 
the whole number of streets was but fifty, each 
being fifteen miles long : the houses were three 
or fourstories in height, and beautified with all 
manner of ornaments. 

A branch of the Euphrates divided the city, 
running through the midst of it from north to 
south, over which, in the very middle of the 
city, was a bridge a furlong in length; at each 
end were two palaces of considerable magnitude 
and splendour. It is certain that this city was 
never wholly inhabited, so that eyen in the me- 
ridian of its glory it might be compared to the 
flower of the field, which flourishes to-day, and 
1o-morrow is nomore. 

The next great work was the temple of Belus. 
The wonderful tower that stood in the middle 
thereof was not his work, but was built many 
ages before, and is supposed tohave been the fa- 
nious tower of Babel. 

Next this temple, on the same east side of the 
iene?) river, 
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forty feet deep; it was originally contrived to re. 
ceive the watersof the river while the banks were 
building on each side of it. But both the lake 
and the canal that led to it were preserved after 
that work was completed, being found of great 
use, not only to prevent the overflowing, but to 
keep water all the year, asin a common reser- 
yoir, to be let out, on proper occasions, by 
sluices, for the improvement of the land. 

The tower, or temple, stood to the time of. 
Xerxes, who, returning from the Grecian expe- 
dition, first plundered it of its immense wealth, 
and then laid it in ruins, Alexander proposed 
to rebuild it, but the death of that conqueror put 
a stop tothe design. From this time the glory 
of Babylon rapidly declined, till at length the 
place on which this monument of human indus- 
try and art had reared its stupendous head, was 
entirely forgotten. 
We are now to behold this greatest among 

mortal princes, in a different and truly melan- 
choly point of view, not only hurled from his 
throne, but degraded beneath the meanest of 
the race of mankind, and exhibited as an exam~ 
ple of terror to princes, who, swoln with vanity, 
and drunk with power, would arrogate to them- 
selyes divine honours. 

Scarcely had Nebuchadnezzar returned from 
the wars, before he was admonished by adream, 
which none of his wise men could interpret. 
The prophet Daniel, however, declared that it 
was prophetic of the sentence denounced by 
heaven against him, in consequence of which 
he was to be driven out from the society of men, 
and become as a beast, in which state he would 
Temain till he should be brought to a due ee 
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of the supremacy and omnipotence of Gad, 
when tlie kingdom should once more revert to 
him. 

This awful and extraordinary sentence scems 
to have made no lasting impression upon the 
king, for ina very few months after the denun- 
ciation, as he was walking in his palace, or, as. 
some.critics think, on the uppermost of the ter- 
races of his hanging garden, and contemplating 
the glories of the city he had adorned, unable to 
contain the pride of hisheart, he exclaimed, * Is 
«not this Great Babylon that I have built, for 
“ the house of the kingdom, bythe might of my 
“ power, and for the honour of my majesty ?” 
No sooner had he thus spoken, than a voice 
from heaven proclaimed, ‘* O king Nebuchad- 
“nezzar, to thee it is spoken the kingdom is 
“departed from thee.” And we are informed 
that he was immediately driven from the soci- 
ety of men, and dwelt with the beasts of the 
field ; that he ate grass as an ox, and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs. 
were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails 
like birds’ claws. ‘Those who do not take these. 
words in their strict literal sense, suppose that, 
losing his senses, he wandered about the fields, 
and took up his abode there with the cattle, 
tll seven years had passed over his head. 

During this disorder, his son Hyil-merodach 
administered the government so ill as to draw 
down upon him his father’s displeasure, and a 
just punishment. When the king came to his” 
understanding, he satisfied his injured subjects 
hy exemplary justice on his son; and giving 
the honour and praise due to God, acknowledg- 
ing him to be aboye all, he continued in the poss 
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gession of his kingdom a year longer, and then 
died, having reigned about forty-four years, 

The circumstances of his death have been 
thus related : Having ascended to the top of 
his palace, he prophesied to this effect—* Be- 
« hold, O Babylonians, I foretel you a calamity 
«< at hand, which not the fates, nor our forefa. 
«*ther Belus can possibly avert. A Persian 
« mule shall came, and, by the assistance of your 
* own gods, shall load your necks with a most 

, ‘galling yoke; and this destruction shall befal 
«you by means of a Mede, in whom the Assy- 
““ rians were accustomed to glory. O, would that 
“he, ere thus he betrays my people, were swal- 
* lowed up by some whirlpool, or overwhelm- 
“ ed in the depths of the seq; or that, hurried 
“ away into some lonely desert, he might there 
« remain a wanderer, never to behold the foot- 
** steps of mankind. © grant unto me, before 
“he is agitated by this rage of mind, to share a 
“happier end.” Thus speaking, he was sud- 
denly snatched from the sight of men : the same 
end Semiramis is said to haye made. 

Evil-merodach, who succeeded his father, by 
a false step in the early part of his life, laid the 
foundation of that animosity between the Medes 
and Persians, which brought on the dissolution 
of the Babylonian empire. For, having in a 
great hunting match entered the country of the 

ட்‌ 

Medes, he began, without any provocation, to 
plunder and lay waste the neighbouring lands. 
Upon which, Astyages, the Mede, attended by 
his son Cyaxares, his grandson Cyrus, and such 
troops as could be collected on the emergency, 
marched out to meet him, being determined to 
yepel force by force. The parties engaged 
: : ரி





  

BABYLONIANS. 357 

themselves to flight; Cyrus pursued them even 
into their entrenchment, killed Neriglissar, and 
took a multitude of prisoners, and the baggage 
of the whole army. 

The death of the king was an infinite loss to 
the Babylonians, for he was aman of great cou- 
rage, conduct and wisdom. His loss was the 
most deplored on account of the tyrannical go- 
vernment of his son and successor, Laboroscar- 
chod, who was in every respect the reverse of 
his father, being addicted to all manner of wick- 
edness, cruelty, and injustice. Two acts of his 
cruelty towards Gobryas and Godates, Babylo- 
nian lords, are particularly mentioned. The only 
son of the former he slew at a hunting match, 
because he pierced with his dart a wild beast 
which the king had missed. The other he 
caused to be made an eunuch, because one of his 
concubines had commended his beauty. This. 
ting was slain by his own subjects, and was suc- 
ceeded by Nabonadius, who had the chief hand 
in the murder. : 

It appears that Nabonadius was the same with 
him who is called, in the book of Daniel, Bel- 
shazzar, and that in his reign the proud city of 
Babylon, the metropolis of the east, was com= 
pletely ruined. Cyrus, having subdued the se- 
veral nations from the Aigean sea to the Buphra- 
tes, and also Syria and Arabia, bent his march 
toward Babylon, and closely besieged the city. 
Haying spent two years without gaining any 
considerable advantage over the place, he at 
last resolyed upon the following stratagem, 
which gaye him complete possession of it, Being 
informed that a great annual feast was to be 
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kept in Babylon, and that all the inhabitants on 
that occasion, were accustomed to spend the’ 
night in drinking and debauchery, he chose that 
as a proper time to surprise them, and accord- 
ingly sent a strong detachment to the head of 
the canal leading to the great lake, with orders 
to break down the bank at a certain hour, and 
to turn the whole current into the lake. At the 
same time he appointed a body of troops at the 
place where the river entered into the city, and 
another where it came out, ordering them to , 
march in by the bed of the river, as soon as it 
was fordable. These troops were commanded 
by Gobryas and Godates, who, on account of 
the cruelty experienced by them in the former 
reign, had joined the army and cause of Cyrus. _ 
When they entered the city, they found all the 
gates open, and were enabled to penetrate into 
the very centre of it without opposition ; and 
meeting at the palace, according to a pre-con- 
certed plan, they surprised the guards and cut 
them to pieces. Those who were in the palace, 
Opening the gates to enquire into the cause of 
the confusion, the Persians rushed in, took pos- 
Session of the palace, and killed Nabonadius, 
who, sword in hand, came out to meet them, The 
rest submitted, and the Medes and Persians be- 
came masters of the place. Thus was an end 
put to the Babylonian empire, and the prophe- 
cies fulfilled, which Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Da- 
niel had uttered against it. In that very night, 
the king had entertained a thousand of his lords 
ata great banquet, and having profaned the sa- 

cred vessels which Nebuchadnézzar had brought 
from Jerusalem, he first saw written on the val 
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