| mast ew
RIMUALDO:

iy =%

g

N 4
PR, 'Y
¥

" OR, Lo

THE CASTLE OF BADAYOS.

-

A ROMANCE.

5

By W. H. IRELAND,

AUTHOR OF * THE ABBESs,” &¢. &0

IN FOUR VOLUMES.

VOL. IV.’

LONDON:
_ Printed by Al Straban, Printers-Streets
T TOR T.N,LONGMAN AND O.REES, PATERNOSTER-RQW.

1800.




~ % ;i S e —]
And doft thou bear him yet, thou patient earth ? ;
Doft thou not labour with his murd’rous weight ?

And you, ye glittering heav’nly hoft of ftars,

Hide your fair heads in clouds, or he will blaft you j

For ke is all contagion, death, and ruin,

And Nature fickens at him. Rowe.

What means that ghaftly look ?

Haft thou the furics feen ? Why ftand’ft thou fpeechl:fs?
‘What means that deep-fetch’d groan ?” Why does defpair
Stare thro’ thy haggard eyes ? . DeEnnaAM.

Cesario continued immerfed in deepeft

< thought, while the carriage moved on
with the utmoft rapidity. The mant-
ling robe of night curtained every ob-
NOL, IV, B ject



Je& from the v1ew, ee’n g:;veq s bnght
gems forgot their wonted influence, ‘nor
fhot one gleamy ray athwart the gloom 5 -
no found was heard but the continued
rumblmo of~the wheels ; for the compa--
nions of CPfano s journey maintained a
ﬁlcncc, {ullen. as?gthe afpeét of the mght.

« Why. . ﬁ‘xould I yield to fear?” in-
ternally cxclaimed Celario, *¢ fince death 3
<« the terminator of all woes, is.the worft
- ¢ that can befall me..|! No, I will roufe
« the dormant energies of .my foul, I
« will a& as befits the fon of. conlcious
“ integrity ; the tranfient frowns of fate
¢« never fhall warp miy mind, ner blanch
<« the manly ruby of my cheek.  Come,
¢« Virtue, let thy mandle. fhield my foul ;
« zdver(ity is man’s attendant, here be-
¢ low; then why repine iat ‘heaven’s
«¢ decree? why fhun. the checkers! that °
<« await this fublunary courfe? I will
 henceforth boldly face each threatened

«« ‘Il
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. ill'; fomtude fhall netve me, "and
) bleﬁ'ed rclxglon teach me reﬁgna.
= ¢ Fion .

At break of day the carriage qmttmg‘
the direct road ftruck into a narrow
track, rendered almoft impaffable by its

_narrownéfs, and the defolation that

_ marked it. After advancing flowly for

- aconfiderable length of time the vehicle
entered a gloomy wood, whofe fpreading

arms almoft totally obfcured the early
matin  rays that beamed above the

‘eaﬁern horizon. For tﬁ;e fpace of an
hour the drivers continued to wind along -
this narrow track, and halced at length

“before the entrance of a fmall building,

which had apparently been ere@ed for

the afy]um of the former huntfmen of
the foreft, = It was now umnhablted and

; mouldermg to decay.

. Thn two - compamdns of Cefario’s
Joumcy alighting from the carriage, held
B2 3 fome
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fome conference for a few moments,
and then advancing to the door of the
building, one of them drew forth akey, -
and unlocking the portal entered, while
- the other returning to the door of the
carriage in a fullen tone of voice bad
Cefario alight. ~ The youth obeyed, and-
followed the ruffian, who immediately
proceeded to the habitation. As they .
" paffed the threfhold the door was clofed,
and Cefario ordered to mount the mu-
tilated ftairs which led to feveral cham-
bers above, bearing the appearance of
defolation. Into one of thefe Cefario’s.
‘condu tor=entered, whither he was fol-
loseed#y the youth, and fhortly after
appeared~the fecond defperado bearing
fome provifions in a wicker bafket,
which he placed upon the table, and
after motioning Cefario to eat, advanced
to the windows; thefe he examined care-
fully, and then retired from the chamber
followed by his companion, who having .
- caunouﬂy
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cautioufly barricaded the door on the
outfide, delcended muttering fome un=
_ intelligible words to the partner of his-
villany.  Cefario. littened atcentively,
* but in a few feconds the retiring echo
of their footfteps died away; he then
traverfed the apariment awhile yielding
to the various conjeftures which in-
voluntarily -arofe in his breaft, concern- -
dng the myfterious conduct of his con-
ductors, -and the caufe of their prefent
halt in ‘this fequeltered fpot; at length
he bent his fteps towards the window,
but the motions of the drivers or their
employers was not perceivable, as the
cafements were in a different angle: ‘of
the building to that before which the
carriuoe had halced.

The go]den radlancc of the nﬁnO'
fun Jult darted through the Ieaf—clad“
branches of the foreft, and difpelled the
humid mift of early dawn; Cefario

/m& é‘”a?s‘o%im | gazed
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gazed awhile upon the lofty trees waved -
by the pafling wind, and watchéd the

lively _motions of the feathered choir;
their « joyful melody entranced  his
_thoughts, and filled his breaft with in-.

expreflible delight. After having fully .

contemplated this tranquil {cene, he
feated himfelf, and with a grateful heart
partook of the sefrefhment which ex-
haufted nature fo much required.

The time drag ged. heavily on, and .

: fome hours ehpfed without the intrufion
g of his.conduGors;- neither did any found

break upon his ear, fave the ruftling of

- the leafy foreft and the varied notes of
 the woodland ‘tribe. ¢ What -means
< this, unaccountable conduét?? faid
Cefario mentally; ¢ what -can be the
< intention of the ruffians that -feized
¢ me? am Ito be lefc a. prifoner in
< this fequeftered fpot, or am I to yield
« myfelf to fleep, and at the filent hour

- cc 0{‘ ’
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~“%of midnight, die by ‘the murderer’s

&« ﬁccl o

Nty
¥

" Cefario ﬂmddered at the thou0hts and
raifing his eyes to heaven, oiﬁrred a

“filent e_]aculanon to the Father of Na-
turc = : ‘

The floping rays of the fun befpolcc
,the approach of evening, and ftill the
fame uninterrupted - filence reigned
around. Cefario quitted his feac and
traver(ing ‘the apartment. with irregular
ftep, - fdt a perturbation gradually fteal
over his heart; he once more advanced
~toithe cafement; a warm glow tinged:

the waving ‘foreft, the fongfters were
< retired, and the found of the evening
wind breathed mournfully through the
“trees. An ‘hour elapfed, a fecond in-
" tervened, and twilight began to fpread
“'its 'milty’ veil around each obje@. A
feeret horror fuddenly flruck the youth,
‘and he would have experienced joy even
: : B g et at

-



8  RIMUALDO:
at beholding the very obje&s by whofe

wily arts he had been enfnared, apparently
to ruin, and perhaps deftru&ion. S

his terrors increafed, he fometimes

traverfed the chamber with hafty ftrides,
at others paufed and liftened to catch
every pafling found; Cefario had ftopped
in front of one the cafements, when a
male form feemed to glide beneathl the

thade of the wood ; he advanced on the

inftant, and fhortly after three perfons

emecrged: from the gloom of the foreft .
: and " inclined their courfe towards ‘the

manfion.

He obferved them minutely, but fo
far was twilight advanced as to incapa-
citate him from recolleting the perfons
of either of the ftrangers. They halted
at length, and after apparently con-
ver(ing. together for fome minutes, one
of them recurned into the wood while
the other two wuh hafty ftep approached

, the
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the dwelling. Cefario prefently diftin-

~guifhed footfteps beneath, and as the
perfons afcended the ftaircafe, the rat-
tling of ca"griage'wheels was alfo heard,
In a few feconds the deor of the apart-
ment was unbarred, and the two con-
du&ors of the youth advanced into the
“chamber. - -

« Senor,” faid the foremoft in a harth
tone, ¢ you muft inftantly refume your
« journey, the carriage waits and we
« are ready to attend you.”

« Whither would ye condutt me ?”
inquired the youth emphatically, « who
< is your employer ? Is it my life you
g feek?”

« Follow in filence,” refumed the
fame ruffian_that had before aarefled
the youth, < for interrogatories are but

; R U

o,
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¢ fruitlefs, and to refit our WIH would
e be vain.* ' : :

Without awaiting Cefario’s reply, _'.hé
inftantly led the way: having paffed the
portal of the manfion which was again -
fecured, they followed Cefario into the

~carriage, which proceeded forward with_
* as much celerity as theruggednefs of the
road would admit. « For.feveral hours
they travelled, during which period the
fame determined filence as before marked
the condu& of bis conduttors; Cefario
at length conjeftured that night muft
be. almoft fpent, and looked forward
with a degree of fatisfaion to the re-
turn of day. While yielding to this
pleafurable fenfation the vehicle fuddenly
wound over a fpacious drawbridge, and
paffing beneath the portcullis entered
the fpacious* court-yard of a fortified
i Ca{’clho, and halted before one of the

‘ various
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- wvarious portals which appeared. to con-
du& to the feveral quarters of the build~
Ang. (o . | ;
One of Cefario’s condu&ors now
drew from his bofom a fcarf, with which
the youth was ordered to veil his fight;
he took the bandeau from the ruffian’s
hand and without a murmur obeyed his
command; they then quitted the car-
: nage, and having affited Cefario to

alight, led him through various windings
of the building, and atlength withdraw-
.ing the bandeau, the youth found him-
felf in a*fpacious’ chamber illumined -
osly by a glimmering lamp, borne by
one of his condu&ors. '

< Senor, you are now ‘arrived at_the
= termination of your_]ourney, this and
«¢ the chamber adjommg is allotted you.

¢ The term of your captivity wholly
B 6 L depends
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‘¢ depends upon yourfelf; may prudence
¢ guide your condutt I”

Havmg uttered thefe words the bravo
placed the lamp upon the table, and,

followed by his compamon, inftantly
qumed the chamber.

Cefario gazed awlule upon the hang-
ings. of this antique chamber,- then
taking the light, advanced to the further
end of the apartment, and pafled on o
the fecond room, which was decorated
in a fimilar manner with the firft, and
alfo contained a couch for his repofe.
Haraffed both in mind and body, this
ficht was gratifying to him in the ex-
treme, and he exclaimed aloud, ¢ Thrice
« welcome, thou foother of the wearied
¢« wretch! on thee will I recline my
<« harafled frame, and court fweet fleep
¢ to invigorate my foul.” The youth
S falling
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 falling on his knees fent forth a fponta-
neous prayer to heaven, then rifing
ftretched himfelf upon the couch and
quickly yielded to the charm that ftole
upon his fenfes.

Broad day had long 1llummed the
earth ere Cefario awoke from the peace-
ful flumbers which had rocked his
troubled foul.. He quitted the couch,
and fo replete with happinefs had proved
“his dreams, that he was almoft uncon-
{cious of- the myferious circumftances
which had fo recently occurred. He
pafled on to the adjoining chamber, and
found refrefhment {pread upon the table,
of which he partook; there were allo
feveral volumes left for his perufal,
which proved highly acceptable, as na
individual appeared during the whole of
the day. Again dim twilight came,
and the youth being deprived of the
friendly gleam of the lamp, dctermined

to
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 to throw himfelf upon  the couch and
feek an early repofe that he might awake
by dawn the. enfuing day. 3

“Already had fleep’s early-[’cdp’oi- feized

him, when fuddenly the ‘opening of ‘the
outward chamber- door roufed him from
his flumber ; Cefario partly raifing him-
felf from the couch liftened with the

utq)oﬁ attention, when the advancing

fouhd of meafurcd footfteps broke upon

“his ear, and the faint glimmer of alamp
fhot through the partly “opened portal.

The youth on the inftant quitted the

bed and waited with compofure the ap-

pearance of the intruder. In a few fe-

conds the door opened, and Cefario’s

eyes fixed on a male perfonage, whofe

tall figure was enfolded in an ample

cloak ; his righi hand was cpncealed, the

left bore a burning lamp ; the lineaments
of his face were not perceivable, as a

black vizor totally obfcured his coun-

tenance.
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tenance.  The ftranger on entering in-
ftantly raifed the light, fo that the rays
gave full upon the youth’s counténance,
.whxch be appeared to examine with the
utmolft fcrutiny. After fome moments
had elapfed, he placed the lamp upon
the table, and after a paufe thus ad-
drefled Cefario in a folemn tone of
voice : ‘

Y oung man, the meafures that have
“ been adopted to fecrete you, were the
« effe&t of neceffity; but know that o
« yourfelf depends the duration of your
¢« imprifonment.  Confider well there-
¢¢ fore the queftions which fhall now be
¢ put to you, for remember that on
¢« your anfwers to my interrogatories

“ hangs your future deftiny.”

Cefario_bowed his head, and the
firanger thus continued :

€« If
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¢ If I miftake me not thy name is
¢¢ Cefario, and thou art the adopted
< friend of the Condé Don Rimualdo.”

The youth with firmnefs replied,:
¢ Such am 1 titled, myfterious Sir, and
<« in the Conde’s favor I rank high,
¢« though rtorally unworthy of fuch
« marked preferment.”

«« Where didft thou firft behold Don
¢ Rimualdo 2”

. Cefario after a paufe replied, by de-
tailing the manner in which the Condé
had firft difcovered him when journey-
. ing towards Segovia ; and without mak-
ing mention of the robbers, (for weighty
reafons known only to himfelf,) he in-
formed the ftranger that he had followed
Don Rimualdo from the village, and
- joined him at Segovia; and then con-
cluded by giving a narration of their

journey to Toledo..
P The




A ROMANCE. e 17

The myfterious interrogator con-
tinued filent awhile ; fometimes his dark
eyes, which glared through the apertures
of the mafk, were fixed on Cefario, and
at others bent. downward towards earth.

« Who are thy parents?” at length
exclaimed the ﬁranoer, ¢« whence cameft
« thou, and what is the ftory of thy
« life previous to the interview with
¢ the Condé in the village?” a3

To this queltion Cefario continued
mute; at length it was repeated ina
more elevated tone, and the youth with
calm intrepidity thus replied : v

¢ Stranger, whatloever thou ar, I
« fear thee not : learn therefore my an-
« f{wer to thefe determined interro-
¢ gatories. The knowledge which I
« poffels relative to my birth muft
« never efcape my lips; the fpot that
¢ reared me, and my occupation from
g €« my
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< my childhood upward, are alike veiled
“in myfery, ‘nor can I unburthen'thefe
““circumftances till the folemn oath
¢ which 1 have fworn be rendered no
¢ longer binding.”

¢ Speak! on'thy life I charge thee
* open the fecrets of thy inmoft foul,”
ref med the firanger in a voice of

thunder, “ or dread thc worﬁ that can
¢¢ befall thee.”

- I am prepared,” replied the youth, .
““execute thy purpofe, 1 fhall not waver
€ in my firmy refolve.”

¢ One hour fhall ftill be granted ‘
€ thee,” refumed the ftranger, Gtifling
the boiling rage that kindled in his
breaft ; « may fober reafon guide thy
¢ condué and prompr thee to confefs!”

‘He was hattily retiring from the
chamber when Cefario feizing his mantle
‘addrefled him ¢
¢ Stranger,
e Tl
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_ &« Stranger, there.needs no time, for
“ rumination ; 1 have fworn, nor willl
Es v'olatc my Ou[h, thinkefl thou I can
<« hefiate between infamy and honor ¢’

. This fpeech aroufed the ftranger’s
- ftifled rage, he partly threw afide the
cloak : a poinard gliztered in his trem—
bling hand ; he would have ftrack, buc
could not; and after 2 moment’s ftrug-
gle ruthed precipitately from the cham-
ber,

A dead filence reigned for fome mo-
ments, during which Cefario’s breaft
‘was agitated with a thoufand emofions
that burft at once upon his foul. As he
continued thus ‘immovable, the two vil-
lains who had firlt conveyed him from
Tolcdo entered the chamber. Having
mﬁantllcommanded the youth to follow
their fteps, they traverfed the outward
apartment and gaining a fmall door,
which was concealed behind the hang-
ings,
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ings, hurried him up a winding flight
of fteps which were illumined only by
narrow apertures in the maflive walls;

a door at length prefented 1tfe}f whofe
grating bolts being drawn back by one
of the ruffians was thrown open, when
adreary dupgeon appeared, whole damps
nearly extinguithed the lamp borne by
the other defperado.

Having commanded Cefario to de-
{cend the fteps that conducted into this
cell, the door ‘was clofed to, and the
youth left alone, and involved in total
darknefs.

_ Ere many moments had elapfed,
~ Cefario felt the damp chill ftrike his
frame : he wound his mantle around
him, and, feating himfelf upon the ftone
ftep, gave way to thofe ideas which the
horrors of his fitvation infpired. This
dire abode was rendered more dreadful,
- if poffible, by the continued roar of fzll-
: : ing -
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ing water, which precipitated itfelf from
a cavity of the rock at no great dlﬂance
from the tower.

Alth()ugh a ftranger to fear, Cefario’s
endeavours to compofe himfelf to fleep
‘were fruitle(s ; and as each dreary hour

clapfed, a heavy bell with difmal note
proclaimed the time of night. The
youth with pleafure heard each fullen
chime; for every hour brought on the
wiihed for dawn of day. Oh! how he
longed to view, through the fmall aper-
ture in his dungeon, the early ftreaks
of light lace the caftern heaven, that he

wht be enabled by its friendly gleam
to view the narrow limits of his cell, or
gaze upon the expanded face of nature,
To this fond defire did he yield his foul,
till the lengthened toll of rmdmght
founded on the br ecze, -

. ¢ Ah!” exclaimed Cefano menta]ly,
¢ how many there are await this folemn
¢< hour
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<s hour with dread ! Its note; perhaps,
<¢ ftrikes terror to the foul of my per-
<¢ fecutor, or feals the doom of many an
<< unproteéted wretch like me. =~ Yet to
“ my ear its founds are welcome mufic.
s Then happier far is perfecuted inno-
¢ cence, than grandeur loaded w1th the
¢ fting of confmence' '

- To thefe fuggei’ﬂons- Cefarjo‘yiclded |
his mind; they tended to fortify his
foul, and footh him to refignation, till
he-funk at length into the peaceful arms
of downy fleep. - :

Scarcely had the eye of day fhot thro’
the heavens its golden light, and roufed
the early tenants of the wood, ere Cefario
awoke, to greet its withed-for, coming.
He arofe from his flinty couch, and
advanced towards the fingle narrow aper-
turein his dungeon; which aloneafforded
a friendly ray to enliven the furround-

ing gloom. With what exqu1ﬁte delight
7 = did






