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subsequent conflict near Homberg, the marquis of
Granby and his gallant countrymen highly distin-
g‘uishecl‘ themselves, as did alse the Hanoverians
and Hessians at Luttenberg. The French gained
an advantage near Rodheim ; and, in the affair of
the Brucker-Muhl, they made considerable havock
among their antagonists; but their own loss was
more severe. In the autumn, the siege of Cassel
was again undertaken; and the French, who had
been driven from Gottingen in the summer, were
now dislodged from the capital of Hesse. ;
Fortune smiled upon the king of Prussia in this
campaign. * Early in the year, one of his principal
adversaries gave way to fate. This wasthe czarina
Elizabeth, whese successor was Peter IIL; a prince
who professed so strong an admiration of the
character of Frederic, that, instead of aiming at
his ruin, he wished to serve him with the most
cordial zeal. Not content with agreeing tor a
treaty of peace, the czar became the ally of the
Prussian warrior, and ordered his troops to assist in-
the expulsion of the Austrians from Silesia. But,
while the king was congratulating himself upon
this change of fortune, Peter, having acted with
a precipitate spirit of reform, excited a degree of
odium which stimulated the ambition of his wife
to take arms against him; and, being quickly de-
“ throned, he was not suffered to linger in confine-
ment. Catharine, the bold conspirator, was de-
“clared empress, although she had no pretensions te
the diadem; and, as she affected to disapprove
the whole system of her husband, Frederic ap-
prehended that she would co-operate with his
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gave directions for an assault; and the town was
, taken with scarcely any loss of lives. The gover-
nor retired into the citadel ; but instead of defend-
ing it, he and the magistrates implored mercy, and
consented to givesfour millions of dollars (900,000 '
pounds sterling), if the conquerors would save the
city from destruction, and not seize the property of
the inhabitants. It was also agreed, that the whole
number of the Philippine isles should be transferred
from the Spanish dominion to that of Great-Britain:
but the promised ransom was not paid; and the
islarids soon reverted to their former possessors.
Soon after the fruitless reduction of the Philip-
pines, but long before the intelligence of the ex-
ploit could reach Europe, preliminary articles of pa-
cification were signed (on the 3d of November); and
all the arts of persuasion, intrigue, and corruption,
were exerted to procure from the parliament an ap-
probation of the terms. In this point the court met
with the desired success. The earl of Bute de-
fended the articles, and boasted of his concern in
the treaty; addmg, that it would be a great conso-
lation to him, in the last moments of his life, to re=
flect that he had been instrumental in restoring
peace. The earl of Halifax, one of the secretaries
of state, more ably supported the same side of the
questlon ; and the peers, without any calculatlon
~ of the votes, approved the prehmmarles The
chief speakers on this subject, in the other house, -
were Mr. Henry Fox and Mr, Pitt. The former,
who was paymaster of the army, maintained, that
the ceded territories in North-America wonld in-
demmfy the British nation for the charges of the
VOL. IV, C
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war, and that it was expedient to make considerable
' restitutions, with a view of giving to the peace that
permanence which the disgust and resentiment of
the enemy would not otherwise allow. Mr. Pitt
(who, being indisposed, was excubed from standing
to speak) condemned the stipulations with his
~usual eloquence. To retain so little, he said, after
such a series of conquests, was to encourage the
insolence of our adversaries, and to sow the seeds
of a new war. They would soon recover from the
effects of the late hostilities, instead of being para-
lysed by the shock: far from being humbled, they
would become more daring and arrogant: trusting -
to our weakness in negotiation, they would despise
our strength in conflict.—Afier a spirited debate,
the house, by an extraordinary majority (319 to
65), voted an address of thanks for the progress
which had been made in the salutary work of
peace. :
Feb.10, When the preliminaries had been framed
1763. into a definitive treaty at Paris, the chief
- stipulations were those which follow. The whole
province of Canada, and the island of Cape-Bre-
ton, were ceded to Great-Britain, in whose fayour
the boundaries of Louisiana were more accurately
fixed: the same power was permitted to keep pos-
session of Dominica, Grenada, St. Vincent, and
Tobago, on condition that Martinique, Guada-
loupe, and St. Lucia, should be restored to France:
Belle isle in Europe, and Goree in Africa (Senegal’
being retained by the English), were given up to
the French, who were alsoallowed to re-possess their
Asiatic settlements. It was further agreed, that
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his Britannic majesty should re-enjoy the sove-
reignty of Minorca, and receive both East and
West Florida in exchange for the territory which
his arms had reduced in Cuba. This treaty was
quickly succeeded by that of Hubertsburg, which
ordered a reciprocal restitution of conquests be-
tween Prussia on the one hand, and Austria and
Saxeny on the other.

War is so serious an evil, and so pregnant with
miseries of the worst complexmn, that every hu-
mane prince will endeavour to put a speedy end to
its ravages. But his humanity ought to be accom-
panied with prudence and discretion; for the mani.
festation of an eager desire of peace only serves to
invite the negotiatory encroachments of the enemy,
who, trustmg to the ready acquiescence of the pa-
cific prince or minister, will avoid such concessions
as would otherwise have been offered, and insist
upon much more advantageous terms than the in-
* cidents of the war can justify; threatening, in case
of non-compliance, a vigorous renewal of hostili-
ties. An acceptance of such terms might eventu-
ally be injurious to the cause of humanity, as it
would tend to render the peace less permanent,
by leaving the foe in a better condition to violate
the agreement. In the present case, there was -
little (perhaps no) risque of the protraction of the
war by the French and Spaniards, if the British
court had been less liberal in its surrenders, less
disposed to relinquish the fivits of persevering ac-
tivity and patriotic valour.

Cc2
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use of the press to support their cause; and their
mercenaries were more successful in the contest
than those whom he retained in his service. They
reviled his government, depreciated his abilities,
and aspersed his private character, with great
acrimony and rancor. He seemed to bear these
attacks with coolness; but they certainly made
some impression upon his mind, and embittered
the joys of power and patronage.

An opportunity of harassing the minister was

“afforded by a new loan and a consequent tax. The

*

terms of the loan were stigmatised as not suffi-
ciently prudent or ceconomical; and a duty on
cider, involving an extension of the odious system
of excise to the gentry, was loudly condemned as
an invasion of constitutional rights, and as a step
to a series of similar encroachments. Strong ap-
peals were made to the people, who were taught
to believe that their liberties were in danger; and
an extraordinary ferment was excited throughout
the realm. The two parties tried their strength in
repeated divisions: even the peers, in repugnance
to an established custom respecting money-bills,
divided on the occasion. The bill, however, was
not relinquished by it’s framers, who carried it
trinmphantly through both houses. >

The earl’s courage and firmness, in thus resist-
ing the popular torrent, seemed to indicate that he
would not easily be induced to retreat from power.
He was not, however, so pleased with his situation,
as to wish cordially for the liberty of retaining it.
He found himself unable to produce union in the
cabinet: he was menaced with a continuance of
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strong opposition and virulent abuse from the Whig
party ; and, being satisfied with the success of his
administration, as far as peace was concerned, he
was willing to leave to others the burden of minis-
terial labors. Thus circumstanced, he (on the
8th of April) resigned his office, in which he was
succeeded by Mr. George Grenville.

The earl of Bute was not an eloquent ordtor, an
able minister, or a truly wise man. Arbitrary in
his notions, inflexible in his prejudices, and reserved
in his manners, he was ill calculated for the station
of prime minister in any country, but more parti-
_cularly unfit to be the ruler of a free nation.

Mr. Grenville wassooninvolved in a contest which
excited universal attention. The speech which he
and his chief associates framed for the king at the
prorogation, was attacked with great asperity, and
with indecorous vehemence (in the 45th number of
the North-Briton), by John Wilkes, a man of wit
and talents, but debauched, unprincipled, and
profligate. Incensed at this freedom, the court re-
solved to punish the daring calumniator of majesty. -
The earl of Halifax issued a general warrant
against the authors, printers, and publishers, of
the scurrilous libel ; and, among others, Wilkes
was taken into custody : his papers were sealed up;
he was examined by the two secretaries of state,
and sent to the Tower. When he had procured a
writ of habeas corpus, the case was debated in the
court of Common-Pleas; and the chiefjustice
Pratt, with the concurrence of the other judges,
declared that the offence in question could not
destroy the privilege which the accused person
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derived from being a member of parliament. He
was therefore discharged, to the great joy of the
populace, who, not aware of his interested motives,
hailed him as a spirited opposer of an arbitrary
cabinet, and a true friend of his country.

This affair, during the recess of parliament,
tended to cherish the animosities of party. Other
incidents, connected with British concerns, in the
mean time occurred, demanding the notice of an

~historian. In India, disturbances arose from the.
~ encroachments of the servants of the company, -
. from the desire of the nabob Cossim to shake off a
yoke which he found oppressive. Not satisfied
with the indulgences which they had already
obtained, the English claimed additional favors,
and aimed at the reduction of that prince to a state
of complete vassalage. Vansittart, however, was
not so ambitious or unreasonable as the generality
of his countrymen; and he agreed to a treaty
which tended to maintain the authority of Cossim.
The council of Calcutta refused to ratify this
agreement, and accused the governor of haying
been bribed to sign it. The nabob, being desired
to desist from enforcing it, opposed what he deemed
an unwarrantable requisition. Both parties now
made preparations for hostility : Patna was taken
by a coup de main, but was speedily recovered by
the troops of Cossim, who also defeated the English
in their retreat toward Calcutta. The treacherous
murder of some indiyiduals who had been deputed
to treat with the offended prince, so incensed the
council against him, that a resolution was formed
for his dethronement. Major Adams, a gallant
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and able officer,—not discouraged by the great
superiority of the nabob’s forces in point of number,
or by that improvement of their tactics which ren-
dered them more formidable than they were when
they opposed Clive,—advanced with alacrity to
meet them, triumphed in the battle of Balla-serai,
forced their entrenchments near Mourshed-abad,
routed them in another engagement, stormed the
WOI‘k,S‘ of - Audah-Nullah, reduced Monghir and
Patna, and thus, within four months, completed
the conquest of Bengal. But the council, not
thinking it prudent to assume the absolute sove-
reignty of the country, permitted Jaffier Ali Khan
to re-ascend the throne. g ’
~ War also raged in North-America, in the course
of this year: but the foes of Great-Britain, in that
part of the world, were less disciplined and civilised
than her enemies in Asia. Alarmed at the au gmen-
tation of her colonial power, experiencing some-
encroachments from the provineials, and dreading
others, the savages rushed into the back settle-
ments, ravaged the country, murdered many of the
planters and traders, and overpowered the garrisons
of the inferior forts between Pittsburgh and the
lake Erie. Captain Dalyell having attacked them,
they slew him, and compelled his men to retire to
a neighbouring fort. Colonel Bouquet checked
them in several conflicts, though they sometimes
nearly defeated him. They continued this desultory
war till sir William Johnson, who was distinguished
by his extraordinary influence over their tribes,
persuaded them to agree to a peace. e
Dissension still prevailed in England, and faction

-
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seemed to gain strength. Wilkes took every op-
portunity of inflaming the minds of the people,
and openly defied the resentment of the ministry.
The earl of Egremont dying in the summer, the
weakness and inefficiency of the cabinet became
so evident, that the earl of Bute requested Mr.
Pitt to resume his ministerial station ; but the terms
on which the popular senator insisted were not so
. agreeable to the court, as to produce his reinstate-
ment. The king now accepted the promised aid
and interest of the duke of Bedford, whom he de-
clared president of the council, while the earl of
Sandwich was appointed secretary of state.

As soon as the parliament re-assembled, the de-
linquenc'y”of Wilkes was taken into consideration.
The obnoxious paper was pronounced a seditious
libel, and ordered to be committed to the flames
with the usual forms of publicity. A motion was
then made, intimating that parliamentary privilege
did not extend to the case of a libel of that de-
scription. The advocates for the rights of the two
houses resisted this proposition, as too courtly and
servile ; and it was contended, that it was unne-
cessary and improper to interfere with the courts
of judicature, to which the cognisance of such an
offence belonged. It was observed, in reply, that
no privilege ought to operate as a protection for
crimes ; that a seditions publication might be more
injurious than some of those offences which were
allowed to supersede the privilege of parliament;
and that it behoved each house to testify a strong
_ abhorrence of such guilt. The proposition received
the assent of the majority; and, when the burning-
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of the North-Briton had produced a riot in the me-
tropolis, both houses concurred in a vote of censure
against all who were concerned in the disturbance.
The expulsion of Wilkes from the house of
commons was afterwards voted, while he Was
absent from the kingdom. He was tried by the
judges of the King’s-Bench for the libellous paper,
and also for having printed (though not published)
an Essay on Woman, which disgusted and shocked
even profligate readers by its obscenity and im-
piety. Being convicted, and not appearing when
summoned, he was outlawed ; but he affected to .
disregard this stigma, and to glory in suffering for
_the public good. :

A warm debate arose from the proposal of one of
the members of opposition, for voting general war-
rants to be unlawful, in the case of supposed libel-
lous guilt. It was affirmed by the courtiers, that
the practice had been followed for a century past,
and had not been found productive of any inj,urions
consequences to the public; and that the commons
had no right to declare the law, but ought to leaye
the point to the determination of the judges,,'gr
bring forward a regalar bill upon the subject. Mr.
Pitt, however, and other speakers, argued, that no-
thing but great publie danger could justify a prac-
tice which, if left to the discretion of the ministry to
be used in ordinary cases, like that of a libel, might
become suhversive of the freedom and security of
the subject. = The house, by an adjournment of the -
discussion, evaded the decision of the point. =
- This session was remarkable for the first display
of an impolitic system, pregnant with very serious

[1764.]
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and extensive mischief. To the imposition of new
duties upon the commerce with North-America,
the objections of the public or of the colonists were
not so strong as those which were offered to the in-
tention, at the same time announged, of requiring
stamp-duties from the provincials. This intima-
tion was resented as a menace; and, when coupled

_ with sbme regulations which had been so strictly
enforeed by the officers_of revenue as nearly ‘to
‘annihilate the l,ucxatwé‘jglaﬁdestme trade between
the British and Spanish colonies, it exdited strong
disgust and loud clamors. e

The object of government was to derive irom
the colonies, not merely a sufficient revenue for
defraying the ordinary expence of the peace-
establishment of the different provinces, but also
an annual sum for the purpose of relieving Great-
Brigain from the heavy burthen of debt contracted
for the defence of those dominions. This, cer-
tainly, was not an unreasonable expectation ; but
the mode in which the court resolved to gratify it
was not the most eligible.

The taxation of the Americans by our parhameﬂt
cannot be justified on principles strictly constitu-
tional. As they were unrepresented in that as-
sembly, the house of commons might be induced
to treat them with little regard, and not be suffi-
ciently moderate in ordaining taxes from which the
imposers would be free, If it should be said, that

"the colonists would not have been liberal in their
gmnts, it may be alleged, in answer, that, if go-
verned with wisdom and equlty, they might have

~“been so far grateful as to give what they could
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Some have supposed, that this measure was en-
tirely the result of Mr. Grenville’s speculation ;
but it is more probable (says Mr. Burke) that his
own ideas coincided with the instructions which
he had received. * The late minister had perhaps

‘recommended to the king the taxation of the colo-
nies ; and his successor, being a more able finan-
cier, adjusted the particulars of the scheme. ,

Attentive to the improvement of the revenue,
Mr. Grenville considerably checked, by new regu-
lations, the prevalent practice of illicit trade; and
with that view, he proposed to his majesty the
purchase of the regalities of the Isle of Man, a no-
torious receptacle for smugglers. The duke of
Athol, for seventy thousand pounds and a pension,
surrendered to the crown his rights over that island,
the government of which thenceforward became
more settled and regular.

A bill for a future regency was enacted in this
session, in consequence of an illness which seised
the king. He was empowered to appoint the
queen, or any other person of the royal family, to
be regent of the kingdom, in case of his death,
until his successor should complete the eighteenth
year of his age; and the regent was fo be assisted
by a council, composed of the princes of the blood
and the chief officers of state. In J. debate upon
the bill, it was asked, *“ Who are to be considered
as persons of the royal family?” As the answer
given to this question confined the expressions to
the descendants of George the Second, the mother
of his present majesty wasexcluded. The ministry
disgusted the friends of the princess by this omis-
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sion ; and a majority of the members insisted on
the introduction of her name. .

The duke of Bedford, to whom even the first
lord of the treasury was subservient, did not, on
every occasion, consult the iriclinations of his
sovereign : indeed, he seemed to wish for an un-
controlled-sway at court. Unwilling to submit to
the arrogance of that nobleman, and reflecting on
the unpopularity which the ministry had incurred,
the king resolved upon a change. He desired his
uncle; the duke of Cumberland, to solicit the good
offices of Mr. Pitt, in framing a strong administra-
tion ; but this application was unsuccessful, chiefly

“because the earl of Northumberland was proposed
by the duke to be at the head of the treasury. His
majesty then sent for Mr. Pitt, with whom, how-
ever, he could not agree. The marquis of Rock-

- ingham, a man of integrity, but of no great talents,
now listened to the offers of the court, and became
{on the 12th of July) the director of the treasury;
the aged duke of Newcastle was appointed keeper
of the privy seal; the earl of Winchelsea, president
of the council; and the seals of the secretary’s
office were delivered to the duke of Grafton and
general Conway.

Mr. Grenville had been bred to the law ; from
which study, without mingling suﬁimently with
the world to be well acquainted with men and
manners, he passed into the details of office, He
had a good understanding, and was a diligent :
conductor of ordinary business; but he was not
profoundly conversant in legislation, considered as
a science, and was better qualified to fill the speak-
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er’s chair, to be a special pleader; or a chamber
counsellor, than to act as a minister of state, His
friend the duke of Bedford was more useful in the
administration by his influence than by his abilities
or his official assiduity.

The stamp-act, as might have been foreseen,
kindled a flame in North- Amenca The previous
notice of it had produced a confederacy among
the presbyterians in the different colonies; and
every effort was made to excite discontent and in-
-dignation. When copies of the impolitic act ar-
rived, the guns at Philadelphia were spiked, and
the bells of the churches of Boston were muffled,
s0 as to toll a melancholy knell. The assembly of /
Virginia voted a summary enforcement of chartered
rights, particularly insisting on that of internal
taxation, and reprobating every extrinsic attempt
to levy imposts, as illegal, unconstitutional, and
unjust. Before the bill passed, the assembly of
Massachuset’s Bay had controverted the right
claimed by the parliament of Great-Britain; and
it was now proposed that deputies from the legis-
lative body of each provmce should meet at New-
York, for the discussion of grievances. Out of
thirteen colonies, nine sent delegates, who (in
October) agreed to various resolutions, asserting
their rights as subjects of the British crown, and
condemning the stamp-act in strong terms. That
statute was not suffered to take effect; and the
‘people declared, that they would cease to import
British manufactures.

While the Americans were thus embrmled with
the mother-country, the inhabitants of British
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gave thieir own property and that'of the people of
Great-Britain; but that, if ‘they. should tax ‘the
Americans, they would grant to the ‘crown ‘the
property of those whem they did net represent, of
which they had no right to dispdse; that only the
colonial assemblies could justly tax the inhabitants
of the provinces ; ‘and, therefore, that the stamp-
act ought to be repealed. He allowed, at the same
time, that the parliament might regalate the trade
of the colonies, and exercise a general supremacy
‘in point of government and legislation. General
‘Conway concurred with Mr. Pitt in these consti-
‘tutional sentiments. But Mr. Grenville eontend-
ed, that taxation was a part of the supreme power,
~ and one branch of legislation; that it was'exercised
in England over these who were not represented;
for (instance, over the East-India ‘compatly and
some of the great manufacturing towns; and that,
as Britain protected the Americans, they weie
bound to obey herlaws. ‘He was disgusted at their:
ingratitude, and at the endeavours of factious spirits
in England to stimulate them 'to’disobedience and
sedition. M. Pitt replied to the last speaker, ovér
‘whom he easily triumphed. After other'speeches,
‘the address was voted without a division of the
house. - :

Petitions ‘froth British traders, as well as from
some of the' American ‘assemblies, were afterwards
considered ; ‘and ‘the ministry prepared to comply
with the chief object of those applications, by in-
troducing a bill for the repeal of the stamp-act, A
bill'was previously enacted, asserting the right of
‘pafliament ‘to make laws obligatory on the Ameri-
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,-cans in ‘every tase whatever. This act was too
comprehensive, as it declared that branch of taxa-
tion to be lawful which the best judges of the con-
stitation deemed unjust and illegal; whereas the
claim of right should have been confined to legisla-
tion and commercial xmposts This statute, there-
fore, displeased the colonists, and detracted from
that joy which the act of repeal was calculated to
excite. Lord Camden, while he approved the
latter, strongly opposed the former act; but it’s
advocates were very numerous, The bill of repeal
was vehemently reprobated, as tending to encou-
rage colonial arrogance and insubordination: but
«allthe efforts of Mr. Grenville and his friends were
exerted in vain.

The snibject of general warrants bemc again de-
‘bated, they were pronounced illegal by the com-
mons. The excise upon cider was abrogated, so
farasit affected private individuals. The weavers,
who had been occasionally guilty of riots, were gra-
‘tified with an act which restrained the lmportatlon '
-of foreign silks. 3

These and other marks of attention to general
and individual interest, did not secure the per-
manency of the Rockingham administration. After
‘the loss of 'the brave and patriotic duke of Cumber-
dand, who had died in the preceding autumn, the
‘influence -of ‘the marquis visibly declined ; bat his

. majesty retained him in office to the end of the ses-
‘sion. ‘Even ‘before ‘the prorogation, the duke of
Grafton, alleging ‘a deficiency of strength and vi-
‘gorin the cabinet, resigned his office, which was
‘conferred ‘on ‘the duke of Richmond. A dispute

D2
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_on the affairs of Canida svcslerated the ministes
rial changes. The earl of Northington, who, from
the beginning of this reign, had presided in the
court of Chancery, now intimated to the king the
necessity of new arrangements.” Mr. Pitt, being
again courted to enter into power, proposed the
following appointments, in which his sovereign ac-

_quiesced. The duke of Grafton was declared (on
the 2d of August) first commissioner of the trea-
sury, and Mr. Charles Townshend chancellor of '
the exchequer: the great seal being given to lord
Camden, the earl of Northington was constituted
president of the council: the earl of Shelburne was
authorised to act as secretary of state, with general
Conway; and the new keeper of the privy seal was
Mr. Pitt, who condescended to accept the title of
earl of Chatham. The marquis of Granby (already
master of the ordnance) was invested with the chief
command of the army ; and sir Charles Saunders
~was named first lord of the admiralty.

It was not supposed that the administration thus
formed would long remain embodied. It was (says
M. Burke) < a piece of joinery so crossly indent-
ed and whimsically dovetailed; a cabinet so va-

_riously inlaid ; such a piece of diversified mosaic;
such a tesselated pavement without cement ;” such

- a strange combination of ¢ patriots and courtiers,
king’s friends and republicans, Whigs and Tories,

~ treacherous friends and open enemies;”’ that few
hopes could be reasonably entertained of conti-

nued concert or compact durability, S

_ At the time of these arrangements, the poor suf-
fered so severely from the high price of the neces-

z
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saries of life, that they not only murmured and
complained, but disturbed the peace by riot and
outrage. That the scanty stock might not be di-
minished, the privy council prohibited the expor-
tation of corn, and detained all vessels preparlng
to sail with that commodity. As this was an irre-

_ gular proceeding, the ministers foresaw that it

wonld be censured in parliament; and, therefore,
they agreed to a bill for indemnifying the officers
who had enforced the illegal proclamation ; but they
refused to include the privy counsellors, The earl
of Chatham affirmed, that the measure in question
was an act of necessity, and was the exercise of a

lawful prerogative for the benefit of the people;

and that no indemnity was necessary. The lord
chancellor also ‘argued, that the necessity of the
case legalised it, and that the king, as guardian of
his suhjects, was bound to attend to their interests,
during the recess of parliament. Even if an illegal
measure had been enforced in that interval, it was
¢ at most (he added) a forty days’ tyranny.” The
chief-justice Mansfield distinguished himself on this
occasion as an assertor of the pringiples of freedom.
He maintained, that the power of dispensing with
an act of parliament had’fjustly been denied to the
king by the bill of ng;m; that, although it seemed
to have been exercised in this case for the public
good, it was highly improper to represent it as
lawful or constitutional ; that the allowance of such

- a prerogative -might lead-to the destruction of li-

berty; and, therefore, that an act of indemnity
was requisite, net only for the officers, but for the
ministers who had recommended, or concurred in,
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the order. Earl Femple, whom his brother-in-law
Mr, Pitt had disgusted by not giving him an equal
share in the formation of the ministry, alsc opposed

the court on the discussion of this question ; but
the king was requested by both houses to continue

the prohibition. :

The part which the earl of Chatham and his
friend took in this debate, tends to prove the oc-
casional inconsistency even of men of penetrating
minds. If they had not borne any office in the
state, they would not, in all probability, have
hazarded such assertions, or have made use of such
arguments. But, in their eagerness to support
a measure whiclh they had found expedient, they
seemed for a time insensible of the true spirit of the
constitution, and of the mischievous censequences
to whieh their reasoning might lead. f the king
‘might suspend the operation of one act of the le-
gislature, he might also dispense with others; and
, to suffer him to determine the necessity of such
suspension, would be equivalent to a surrender of
thewhole body ofithe statutes to his discretion. The
learned lord spoke lightly of the tyranny that might
be exercised during the recess: but it on ght to be
considered, that much injury may be done in a
short time; and no opening ought to be lefs for an
invasion of the rights of the people. It must be
allowed, that the king, in this case, provided for
their benefit: but the manner in which the conduct
of the council was defended, required parliamen=
tary’ animadversion, that it might not become a
precedent for multiplied infractions of law.

¥

The earl, perceiving the insolidity of the fabrie :
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which he had raised, invited the duke of Bedford
to join him. While his grace hesitated upon t,ha
terms, the sudden dismission of a_courtier pro-
duced the resignation of sir Chanles Saunders, and
of others whom the earl wished to retain in the set-
vice of the crown. The supply of the vacancies
neither pleased the duke, nor matenally stlength-
grm a,md the goqt, was mca.pabl,e of oﬁimal appll-
cation.

Some important incidents occurred in the

session. Disputes having arisen at the In-
dia-house, an inquiry was made into the state of
the company’s affairs; and, after warm debates, it
was resolved that an agreement beneficial to the
public should be concluded with the directors.
They were required, by an act, to pay eight hun-
dred thousand pounds in two years, for the privi-
lege of: retaining the territories which they bad
gradually acquired. A high dividend of India
stock being voted at a meeting of the proprietors,
the duke of Grafton, alleging that the rate was ex-
travagaut, and that it might lead to hazardous spe-
culations, proposed a bill whichjshould confine it to
ten per cené. FThe chancellor of the exchequer con-
demned this restriction; affirming, that the addi-
tion to the usual interest was justified by the im=
proved state of the company’s finances, that such
a rise as might eventually prove delusive might
easily be prevented, and that this infringement of
the rights of a chartered body was unjust and impo-
litic. Notwithstanding a vigorous opposition in
both houses, the bill passed into a law.

[1767.]
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Taking advantage of the indisposition of the earl
of Chatham, Mr, Townshend (who had been ob-
liged, by the atiti- ministerial leaders, to leduce the
land tax) proposed a scheme for raising a révenue
in America. He pretended that it was free from:
the chief ob_]ectlon to which the stamp-act was
liable, and that it would not give ‘offence to the co-'
lonists, as it would only affect commerce. The im-'
port of the bill was, that duties should be charaed
upon tea, glass, paper, and colors used by pamt—
ers, whenever they should be 1mported into any of
the provinces; that the money thus levied should
be applied to the support of the civil government,
and the surplus paid into the English treasury.
This bill met with little opposition in parliament:
but it was justly considered by the Americans asa
‘deceptive measure, being similar to the stamp«acft
in it’s grand object; and it tended to the revival of
a question which ought to have been consrgned to
oblivion. :

This-imprudent measure was fo}lowui by an act
for suspending the legislative power of the assem-
bly of New-York, as that body had refused to com-
ply with a statute which required the grant of ad-
~ ditional sustenance to the British troops stationed
in the province. The assembly, thus stigmatised
and menaced, did not prosecute the-contest-with—
the parliament, but obeyed the formeract,

The political aid of the earl of Chatham being:.im’;_':
vain solicited, Mr. Townshend aspired to the sta-
tion of prime minister: but he died withont attain-"
ing the summit of his ambition.  The last speci-
men of hlS talents did not progunosticate that he
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would be a very W}se or judicious director of the
cabinet, however eloquent and able he might be
in debate. He 'was so capricious and mconstant,’-
that it is difficult to conceive how ¢ the ministry,
under him, would have assumed (as an histerian
observes) a more decided character.” A character
subject to the instability of a fickle chief would not
have been, in-a strict or useful sense, decided or
decisive, but would merely have been 'so for a
time, until the premier should change his opinion,
Lord North, joint paymaster of the army, was ap-
pointed to succeed the defunct minister; and, to
‘gratify the duke of Bedford, earl (:ower was per-
mifted to become president of the council, on the
voluntary resignation of the'earl of Northington, _
while the secession of general Conway farnished a
high post for lord Weymouth. A new office being
deemed necessary, the earl of Hillsborough was
constituted secretary of state for the American de- °
partment. gt .
The adminiStration formed by the earl of Chat-.
ham did hot long subsist in full vigor: indeed,
soon after the dispute- respecting the embargo, it
ceased to be animated by his spirit. At one time,
the duke of Grafton took the lead; at another,
Mr. Townshend was the dictator; and, as the
death of thelatter was followed by some changes in
which the earl did not concur, the appellation of
_the Grafton ministry was substituted for his name.
Although the earl had now lost his power at
court, his ab:lmes did not desert him. He was, in-
- disputably, a man of extraordinary talents; quick,
sagacious, and acute. He possessed great vigor
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of mind, and was distinguished by expansion of
intellect. He could frame bold schemes, of policy;
and of war, and enforce their execution with g
spirit which rose above all sense of difficulty or
danger. Being favored by the:great body of the
people, he disregarded the occasional opposition
of the aristocracy, and could (as he said) defy the
proudest connexions of the country. No minister
ever conducted the British arms to greater success
‘ or more brilliant fame. In each of the four grand
divisions of the world, victory attended the steps of
our c,ountrymeng and, under his auspices, glory
was abundantly acquired both by sea and land. He
seemed to infuse his own spirit into every departs
ment of the public service; and, while his command-
ing eloguence over-awed the senate, his influence
suspended even the coptests of faction. In private
life he was, perhaps, too haughty and unbending:
he did not practise the arts of conciliation, and,
therefore, he was less beloved than esteemed by his
- friends. | .
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THE storm which the impolicy of the court had
excited in North-America, might have gradually
subsided into a calm, if the national affairs had
been directed by an union of judgement and pa«
triotism. - But, unfortunately, these qualities did
not uniformly predominate in the British cabinet.
At a time when harmony seemed to be restored,
the revival of an odious claim was indiscrete and
unseasonahle, and threatened to re-kmdle the em-
_ bers of contest.

Loud clamors arose agamst the new acﬁ ~and
discontent was widely propa\gated in newspapers
and pamphlets. The inhabitants of Boston and
other considerable towns protested against the use
of British manufactures, and resolved to direct
their industry so completely to objects of art and
internal improvement, as to supersede the necessnty #
of importing from the mother-country,

The parliament disregarded the murmurs of the
colonists ; and the duke of Grafton, although he
had objected to the statute which they reprobated,
did not propese it’s repeal. The session was unim-
‘portant; and only one topic of dehberanon de-
mands our notice.’

The grant of a lease of lands by the

: : 1768.
crown to sir James Lowther, the son-in-law {18
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of the earl of Bute, was treated as a question of
party; and, as the Tories favored the baronet,
the Whigs supported the claim of the duke of Port-
land to the honor of Penrith, of which the new
grant they affirmed, was a part. - Even if the
lands now assigned were not included in the ori-
ginal grant from William 1IL, long possession, it
was said, ought to be a bar against resumptiof;
but the reply was, that no length of time could
operaté against the m)%al pretensions ; and, when
a bill was proposed by sir George Savile “ to quiet
the possessions of the subject,” the ministerial
“members exploded it for the present. Such a bill,
however, was enacted in-the sequel.

In the last year of the war,.the supplies had ex-
ceeded 18,600,000 pounds: but a state of peace
had so far reduced them, that in some years they
scar.celyzr(')se beyond 7,700,000 pounds.. In the
session of which we are treating, they amountd
to 8,300,000 pounds. As this was the seventh
year of the parliament, his majesty dissolved it in
the spring; and an unusual eagemess of contest
was displayed in the new elections.

A popular personage, whom we have for some
time left unnoticed, again brought himself forward
to harass the ministry, and excite commotions.
He bad in vain requested the marquis of Rocking-
ham and the duke of Grafton to intercede with the
king in his behalf; and, irritated by his disappoint=

~ment, be now returned from exile, and solicited
the votes of the livery-men of London for a seat in
parliament. The citizens did not elect him; but,
when he applied te the freeholders of Middlesex,
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he was warmly encouraged, and choser with great
marks of favor. - As hi jsi’ try ha: not been
reversed, he submitted = »si5+ . cment; from which,
however, the rabble wi i .4 vescue him, that he
might make his ppearance .. ‘he senate. A riot
ensued : a party of soldiers fired, with permission
of the civil power; and some lives were thus sacri-
ficed. Wilkes stigmatised this effect of the riot as
a deliberate and horrid massacre, and applied the
terms bloody scroll to a letter recommending mili-
tary interference, addressed to the magistrates by
lord Weymouth. A proclamation was issued
against tumultuous meetings of the people; and
the two houses thanked the king for this mark of,
his attention to the peace of the realm. They also
continued some former acts, encouraging the im-
portation and prohibiting the exportation of corn;
and notice was taken of that delay. of seising the
turbulent outlaw, which had given him an oppor-
tunity of being elected a member. The outlawry
was annulled by the court of King’s-Bench; and
the two verdicts produced a sentence of imprison-
ment for twenty-two months, besides the exaction
of a fine, and of bail for future good behaviour.
The populace exclaimed against this treatment,
and profaned the name of liberty by connecting it
with that of a seditious delinquent.

The affairs of North-America requiring our re-
newed attention, we may now observe, that the
" assembly at Boston, influenced by spirited leaders, -
voted a circular letter, complaining of the late
. conduct of Great-Britain, and recommending such
an association and concert as might procure a re-.
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idress of ‘colonial grievances, The governor de-
‘sired that ‘this bold resolution might be revoked ;
‘but 'his proposal ‘was reiected by a ‘majority of se-
venty-five, ‘although I was known that ‘he acted
in censequence 'of express orders from the ca-
_binet. The people even ‘broke out into riotous
‘acts, and denounced veugeance against the com-
‘missioners of the customs; and when the offénded
‘governor had dissolved the assembly, the mal-con-
tents summoned a convention, which, without
presuming 'to govern the celony, voted a petition
to the king against the proceedings of the parlia-
ment. ‘Order was now restored, not merely in
‘consequence of the arrival-of a military force, but
‘because the people were inclined 'to await, with
patience, the effect of the application to his ma-
jesty. - :

In India, ‘after ‘the return ‘of lord Clive to Eng-
‘Jand, ‘the miseries of ‘war again prevailed. A sol-
«dier ‘of fortune, named Hyder Ali, had seiged the
‘government ‘of Mysore, and ‘added various ‘con-
‘quests to that principality. The nizam or'viceroy
of'the Decan 'was persuaded to becomethe ally ‘of
“thie ‘usurper; and 'beth began to prepare‘for war.
The ‘council of Madras, suspecting ‘danger, ‘sent
otit an army ‘to watch the ‘motions of the confe-
derates, whose approach seon led to actual hosti-
lities. Near Tirnismali (in ‘September '1767) co-
‘lonel Smith -engaged their forces, and triumphed
‘over a great superiority of number. Thedispirited
‘nizam now sued for ‘peace, which was -conclu-
‘ded on terms advantageous to the company. 'In
‘the next’campaign against Hyder, 'the English
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reduced Mangalour; but it was soon retaken.
While Smith was ‘advancing toward Seringa-pa-
tam, Hyder ravaged the 'Carnatic, until he was
‘checked by the return of the British commander.
An engagement afterwards occurred between the
enemy and colonel Wood; and, although victory
at first leaned to the former, the English ultimately
obtained the honors of the day. Hyder, still
resolute and sanguine, hastened toward Madras,
‘and infused such terror into the offigers of ‘the go-
vernment, that they proposed peace, to which, as
well as to an alliance, he acceded, ‘Witllout-granting
such terms as would recompense the company for
‘the charges of the war.
Amidst the agitations of India and North-Ame-
rica, and the contests of faction at home, the
king did not meglect the concerns of art and
science. He had commissioned captain Byron (in
1764) to explore the Atlantic and Pacific oceans,
‘and sail round the globe, for the improvement of
_mavigation, astronomy, and geography, and ‘the
increase of general knowlege. This officer dili-
‘gently examined the Strait of Magellan, corrected
“former charts by his own observations, and disco-
vered various islands in the South-Pacific. The
next circum-navigator was captain Wallis, who (in
1767) added many islands to our charts, and ac-
‘quired distinction by the discovery of Otaheite.
‘Carteret also ‘traversed the Pacific, and encom-
“"-pass,ed the globe, with safety and success. At the
request of the Royal Society, his' majesty ordered'a
- voyage to be undertuken, chiefly for the facility of
observing a transit ‘of ‘the planet Venus over the
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twice for the same delinquency. Besides, the new
accusation did not belong to the cognisance of the
house; and to expel him on these grounds would
be a gross violation of constitutional privileges.
The motion, however, was adopted by a great ma- '
jority of the members,

The arbitrary conduct of the house only served
to render Wilkes more popular. If the king had °
pa.rdoned him, or the commons had forborne to
molest him, his fame as a patriot would have gra-
‘dually declined, and his pretensions wounld have
given way to new topics of interest. But the mi-
nistry, by aiming at his ruin, elevated him to an
importance which he could not otherwise have
acquired, and added fuel to the flame of party.

The freeholders of Middlesex, considering his
expulsion as unjust, eagerly re-elected him. The
‘house declared that he could not lawfully be re-
- chosen for the existing parliament ; and, therefore,
a new election was proneunced to be necessary.
- Wilkes being the object of renewed choice, the
commons again superseded the nomination. Co-
lonel Luttrell offered to brave the popular indigna-
'Atxon,’by opposing the uncourtly candidate ; but he
- had only 296 votes, while Wilkes had 1143. A
warm debate arose when this return was an-
nounced to the commons, who at length decided
that Luttrell was the legal representative, as the
suffrages given for his adversary were rendered un-
Tawful by the late vote of the house. The public
loudly and justly excfaam od against these irregular
proceedings, these rrress ; ‘fl"mgements of the rights
of electors. :

VOL, 1V. - E
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The late transactions in North-America having
given great offence to the.court, the peers, in-
fluenced by the ministry, requested that the names
of such individuals, as had been most forward in
illegal acts, might be communicated to the house,
with a view to their being tried in England, upon
a statute of the thxri_;y-ﬁfth year of the eighth
Henry. When the commons were desired to con-
cur in this proposition, Mr. Pownall, who had
been governor of Massachuset’s bay, vindicated
the conduct, not of the rioters, but of the principal
colonists; represented the meeting at Boston as a
mere convention of the committees of various
towns, not a convention of states, which would have
been illegal ; and warned the courtiers of the dan- -
ger of provokmg men who were animated by a high
spirit of freedom, and a strong detestation of ty-
ranny. This appeal had no eﬂ'ect on the members
to whom it was directed; and the house adopted
the menace couched in the address of the peers,

After the enactment ‘of a bill which required,
for five additional years, the payment of the armual
sum of 400,000 pounds by the India company, and
permitted a gradual inergase of the dividends to
twelve and a half per cent., the king closed the ses-
sion with an earnest recommendation of peace and
good order to his subjects. Insupport of his power
against the attempts of faction, many addresses
had been lately presented; but these were coun-
ter-balanced by complaints, remonstrances, and
petitions for a change of ministry; among which
that of the city of London was most conspicuous
for its asperity, exceeding, in this respect, even

3
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the intemperate address from the freeholders of
Middlesex. .

The threat of reviving agamst the Americans a
severe statute which had long eeased to be en-
forced, disgusted even those provincials who had
hitherto been most loyal and submissive, and thus
strengthened that influence which the Massachuset
leaders had acquired over the colonial confederacy.
The assembly at Boston, being again permitted to
sit, accused the governor of misconduct, and as-
serted the right of trial within the colony; and
other assemblies insisted on the same privilege,
The combinations against British trade were con-
tinued ; and the people were not satisfied with the
promise of the earl of Hillsborough, who had been
ordered by the king to intimate to the governors of
the provinces, that a repeal of the late duties would
be proposed to the parliament. ;
° When the two houses met, the discontent
manifested in Great-Britain was more no-
ticed by the different speakers than that which had
been evinced beyond the Atlantie. An amend-
ment, recommending an inguiry into the causes of
the former dissatisfaction, was moved in each house,
but without effect.

Among the peers, the debate was mwgorated by
the manly eloquence of the earl of Chatham (who
had resigned the privy-seal), and the argumernta-
}ive' abilities of lord Camden. ‘The earl affirmed,
that the liberty of the subject had been attacked,
in the case of Wilkes ; and that the commons had
violated the rights of election. The attack, he was
particularly sorry to observe, was vindicated upon

- £E9
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The free observations of lord Camden were so
offensive to his majesty, that he ordered that no-
bleman to deliver up the great. seal, which was
put into the hands of Mr. Charles Yorke, who did
not, however, live to do henour to the bench ; for,
having declared in strong terms that he would not
accept the offered dignity, he was so ashamed of
his compliance, that he hastened his death by
violence. L :

The marquis of Granby, disgusted at the mi-
nisterial proceedings, resigned the post of com-
mander in chief: Mr. Dunning, a distinguished
pleader, refused, for the same reason, to 2ct longer
as solicitor-general : and the earl of Coventry, wnd
some other peers, relinquished their employments
at court. :

Not being so strongly supported in the cabinet
as he wished, the duke of Grafton was now dis-
posed to retire from the helm. Perhaps, the severe
animadversions and pointed reproaches of the cele-
brated Junius, who had assailed him in a series of
well-written letters, accelerated his resignation.
The duke was not destitute of talents; but he was
not an able minister, He might have been useful
as an official subaltern ; but the chief department

_in the state was too high for his capacity, tco im- -
#oortant for his political knowlege.
The undaunted Junius, aiming at higher objects,
‘had recently attacked the king himself. He did
" not presume to accuse his sovereign of a deliberate
purpose of invading the rights of the people ; but
affected to :separate the amiable good-natured
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as peculiarly belonged to the cognisance of the
lower house: but the earl of Chatham asserted,
that it was the duty of their lordships to oppose
any invasion of the liberties of the people. A
considerable majority exploded the proposition of
lord Rockingham, and, by a strong declaration,
disclaimed the idea of impeaching the judgement
of the commons. Thesame subject had been sub-
mitted to the deliberation of that house by Mr.
Dowdeswell, who had acted as chancellor of the
exchequer under the administration of the marquis:
and the minister then obtained an approving vote,
The commons afterwards stigmatised, as unwar-
rantable and seditious, that part of a new remon-
strance from the livery-men of London which de-
nied the legality of the parliament and the validity
of it’s acts, because the house (said the citizens)
had  done a deed which vitiated all the future
proceedings” of the legislative body then assem-
bled. The answer given to this remonstrance by
the king, who pronounced it to be disrespectful to
himself, injurious to the parliament, and uncon-
stitutional, was intemperately censured by the earl
of Chatham, who could not prevail on the lords to
concur with him'in a vote against it, or in an ad-
dress for a dissolution. One point, however, was
gained by the popular party, in the enactment of
a bill which declared, that only for felony, and for
crimes punished with the pillory, an expelled
member should be incapacitated.

It was probably the frequent mention of the
-elective franchise in these debates, that suggested
to Mr. Grenville the idea of reforming the decisions
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of the commons in disputed elections. His bill, to
which both houses gave their sanction, provided,
that, out of forty-nine members named by ballot,
the returned representative and his opponent should
choose thirteen, who, with two nominees, should
form a committee acting upon oath. The deter-
minations of these committees have been venerally
impartial.

At the time of enactmrr this judicious bill for the
gratification of his Sl]bJ@CtS in Britain, his majesty
gave his assent to one which, he thought, would
please the Americans. This was an act for repeal-
ing all the duties imposed by Mr. Townshend’s bill,
except that upon tea. The tax retained was so
trifling, that lord North could not suppose it to be
* ohjectionable; but he did not consider that the
colonists, regardless of the amount, controverted
the claim of right. Mr. Pownall moved, that every®

part of the former statute should be abrogated; but
Mr. Grenville, referring with self-complacency to
his own bill of revenue, opposed at once the mini-
ster’s scheme and the more prudent suggestion of
the last speaker. The amendment was rejected by
a majority of 62. :
When the two houses had been prorogued, the
'corporationv of the metropolis petitioned the king
for new ministers and a new parliament. As the
reply did not please Mr. Beckford, an opulent
West-Indian planter, who was then mayor, he
personall y reprimanded his sovereign for listening
to unconstitutional advice. The reproof was re-
061V8d with silent indignation.
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ordered a fleet to be prepared, but did not neglect
the means of averting war by negotiation. The
French not being inclined to assist the Spaniards,
the latter resolved to make such concessions as
would appease a ministry not very regardful of
national honor. The Spanish ambassader
disavowed the enterprise of Buccarelli, who
had sent from Buenos-Ayres the force which had

expelled the English colony; and it was agreed

that the island in guestion should be restored, but

that this stipulation should not annul or impair the

pretensions of Spain to the general sovereignty of

the insular groupe. ;

It is said, that his majesty promised, by a secret
article, to recall his subjects from the settlement,
after they should have been again put in possession
of it, and to renounce all colonial views upon the
islands. This would have been a disgraceful stipu-
lation; and we have reason to think that no such
i W signed. But it was, by both parties,
understood (which, as it influenced the negotiation,
is nearly the same thing), that Britain would not
lang retain the settlement, or renew the colonisa-
tion of any of the islands. This point onght not
to bave been mentioned on the oceasion; and,
upon the whole, the affair reflected no honor upon
the king’s confidential advisers.

The anti-ministerial members, in both houses,
inveighed against the agreement with Spain, as
unsattsfamery and delusive: but it received the
approbation of the majority. Prudence and hu-
manity certamly required, that a war should not .

[1771.]
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be undertaken on such grounds; but it might have
been avoided with gréater dignity.

The session in which this convention was rati-
fied, was enlivened by a variety of debates: but of
these we have very imperfect accounts. In one
discussion, which related to the national defence,
the lords would not suffer any members of the house
of commons to be present; an exclusion which so
offended the representatives of the people, that
they, in return, refused admittance to the peers.
The subject of libels produced some warm debates.
Lord Mansfield denied to a jury the right of deci-
ding upon the law in these cases: to the f'lct, he
said, or the points of printing and publishing, their
verdict ought to be confined. Lord Camden and
the earl of Chatham justly condemned this doctrine,
which, they thought, no true friend to the consti-
tution would promulgate or maintain. If jurors
should be thus restricted, judges, though they were
in general upright and impartial, mmht sometimes
be induced to exercise an arbitra‘ry influence, to
the prejudice of justice and liberty. Similar opi-
nions were delivered in the other house, by ser-
jeant Glynne, who moved that a committee should
inquire into some recent decisions of the judges;
but the proposal was rejected, although it was sup-
ported by a striking display of eloquence and
ability. :

At a time when the press teemed with libels, or
publications considered in that light, the editors
of news-papers, or the occasional contributors to
their contents, may be supposed to have been par-
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ticularly bold and licentious, as those writers seem
to claim the privilege of extraordinary freedom of
remark. One species of reputed libel was the mis-
representation of the debates of parliament. Two
publishers were summoned to the bar of the house
of commons, for a want of accuracy of of candor
in the reports which their papers contained. As
they declined obedience, the house sent the ser-
jeant-at-arms to apprehend them; and, when they
had eluded this order, the effect of a royal procla-
mation was tried. Wilkes (then a magistrate of
the corporation of Londen), and alderman Oliver,
discharged both individuals from an arrest which
was said to be repugnant to the privileges of the
eity; and Mr. Crosby, the lord-mayor, not only
liberated another publisher who had been seised,
but signed a warrant, in concert with Wilkes and
Oliver, for the imprisonment of the messenger who
had apprehended him. After vehement debates,
Wilkes was commanded to present himself at the
bar: yet, with determined spirit, he resisted every
order for his attendance; and the house forbore to
prosecute the contest with him, but sent his two
friends to the Tower. ' ~ /
It is still a standing order of each house, that
strangers should be excluded; and any member
may move for the enforcement of this rule: but the
right is very rarely exerted. No persons are per-
mitted to take notes of the speeches: but the prac-
tice is suffered by connivance, as all reporters are
not blessed with the very retentive memory of a
Woodfall and from the year 1771 to the present
day, w1th scarce]y any interruption, the parha-

s
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mentary proceedings have been detailed in print,
for the amusement and instruction of the public.

The Middlesex election was again productive of
debate; but neither house could be induced to
alter the resolutions upon that subject. In an in-
qmry respecting an election for New-Shoreham,
in Sussex, remarkable instances of venality ap-
peared ; and, for this infringement of the consti-
tution, eighty-one freemen of-that borough were
Justly disfranchised.

Some ministerial changes may here be mentxoned
The earl of Sandwich, on the resignation of lord
Weymouth, had been nominated secretary of
state; but he was quickly removed to a post for
which he was less qualified, being appointed to
succeed sir Edward Hawke in the direction of the
admiralty. The earl of Halifax again became
secretaty of state for the northern (or home) de-
partment, while the earl of Rochford, who had
succeeded the earl of Shelburne in 1768, acted in
a similar capacity for foreign affairs. Mr. Bathurst
received the great seal : Thurlow and Wedderburne,
men of considerable abilities, were declared attor-
ney and solicitor general. Lord Halifax dying in
the summer, his employment was given to the earl
of Suffolk ; and the pnvy seal was delivered to the
duke of Grafton.

When a new session was opened, the op-
position appeared to have declined in
- strength ; yet some spirited debates occurred, par-
tacularly on the affairs of the church. A petition
was presented from many clergymen, academic
civilians, and physiciars, allegmg a scrupulosity of

[1772.]
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conscience, which prompted them' to request in-
dulgence in point of doctrinal subscription. The
parliamentary supporters of this solicitation argued,
‘that the strict enforcement of confessions of faith,
of articles which all could not believe, not only
obstructed that freedom of inquiry which led to
the fall discovery of truth, but superinduced habits
of prevarication and evasion, injurious both to re-
ligion and morality; that the thirty-nine articles
were framed in an age less enlightened than the
present, when the errors of popery had not en-
tirely lost their influence upon the minds of the
clergy; and that genuine Christianity could not be
impaired by a removal of the necessity of giving
an outward assent to such points of belief, but
“would derive fresh spirit and Justre from a relaxa-
tion of unreasonable rigor. The opposers of the
petition, among whom the minister ranked himself,
affirmed, that a comphance with such a request
would tend to the ruin of the church, as it would
encourage sectaries to propagate heterodox tenets
under the shelter of the clerical establishment.
They insinuated, that persons who were %o affect-
edly conscientious as to with-hold their belief from
the articles of our reformed church, might resign
it’s emoluments and benefits; and maintained; that
the doctrines in question formed a fundameﬂtaf
law, which the parliament, even if it had the
power, ought not to annul. The commons re-
solved, by a majority of 146, that the petition
~should not be honored even with reception.
When a particular religion is so established as to
form a branch of the general government of a state,
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and funds are assigned for the support of! it’s minj-
sters _by the ruling power, it seems proper that un
uniformity of doctrine and discipline should be
settled by the heads of the church, to prevent
irregularity and counfusion, and avoid that ap-

- pearance of instability and caprice which would
make unfavorable impressions on the minds of the
people. Time, however, may be allowed to pro- .
duce occasional alterations, not affecting the essen-
tials of religion; and, as some of the articles of
our church are confessedly inconsistent and ob-
jectionable, the hand of reform may be permitted
to touch them, without injuring the grand fabric of
Christianity. To excuse individuals from assenting
to the prevailing creed, and yet suffer them to enjoy
all the advantages of subscription, may be deemed
an impolitic indulgence, as those who are unwilling
to agree to the terms of admission, have no right
to expect the favors of the church: the consci-_
entious spirit which would disdain or disapprove
the required assent, may easily stimulate it's pos-
sessor to that self-denial which would decline in-
trusion. #To revise and alter the articles would be
a preferable expedient. Our present rulers have
the same right to enforce such ‘a reform, that our
ancestors had to explode the corruptions of the
Romish system of Christianity. ;

The professed dissenters, being excluded from
the emoluments of the church, and tolerated in
the exercise of different modes of protestant wor-'
ship, solicited relief on better grounds; and a bill
was proposed to the house, to excuse them from
signing those grticles which the act of king Wil
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of the ambitious adventurer who presumed to do-
mineer over the nobles. The count was accused
of various offences against the staté; and to the
queen was imputed the foul crime of adultery, said
to have been committed with the obnozious favorite.
An order was procured from Christian for her im-
prisonment; and Struensee, after an unfdir trial,
was beheaded. It was even reported that the
enemies of Caroline intended to bring her to the
block ; but the interposition of her royal brother
over-awed them into forbearance; and a British
squadron escorted her to the mouth of the Elbe.
She passed the remainder of her life at Zell, where
she died (in 1775) of a malignant fever.

No proof was ever adduced of the truth of the
charge against this princess ; and the probability of
her innocence is considered by many, if not by the
generality of people, as stronger than that of her
guilt. Though it may be said that she was giddy

- and imprudent, we cannot decisively affirm that
her indiscretion hurried her into criminality.

Soon after the arrest of the queen of Denmark,
her mother died in her fifty-fourth year. The pri-
vate character of this princess is allowed to have
been amiable : but her influence over the king her
son is supposed to have been exerted in favour of
the prerogative, rather than for the interest of the

people. e 5
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gerve the establishment from ruin, supervisors were
sent out with extraordinary powers; but they were
wrecked in the voyage.

The weakness and folly of the dlrectors, and the
misconduct of those whom they employed, at
length called forth the strong exertions of the
ministry. < It was the opinion of some members
of the cabinet, that it would be expedient for the
government to withdraw the territorial possessions
from the hands of the company: but the majority
advised the king to adopt a middle course, and di-
minish, not annihilate, the anthority and control
of the directors. A plan was framed for
this purpose, and submitted by lord North

* to the deliberation of the commons. He proposed,
that the directors should remain in office four years;
that none should vote at the elections for that em-
ployment without having owned for twelve months
‘the requisite stock; that the quahﬁ‘catlon for a
propnetox should be the possession of one thousand
pounds in stock ; that the parliament should ap-
point the governor and council of Bengal; that
these officers should exercise a superiority over the
administrators of the presidencies of Madras and
Bombay ; and that the crown should depute four
judges to compose a supreme court, The directors,

- and many of the proprietors, loudly complained of
this scheme. The rights of the company, they said,
were openly invaded; and the plan seemed to

* threaten mischief, rather than to promise benefit.
The leaders of opposition concurred in these senti-
ments, and, in particular, reprobated the tendency
of the new arrangements to an augmentation of

[1773.]
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with an intelligent eye, the complicated interests
of the state and its dependencies, looked only at
parts and scraps, as they casually offered them-
selves. They had no system, but thought only of
incidental expedients. The authority of parlia-
ment (he allowed) was supreme; but it ought not
to be rendered incompatible with the just freedom
of the colonists. The power of taxing might, in
this case, be considered as an instrument of em-
- pire, rather than as the means of supply. It would
be pradent to omit discussions of right, and revert
to the practical wisdom of former reigns.—He illus-
trated the subject with other judicious observations,
but could not prevail upon the house to accede to
the proposal.

Both parties exerted extraordmary efforts in &
contest which related to the province of Canada.:
The ministerial members supported a new bill for
the administration of that territory, by argning,
that true policy required, in general, an adapta-
tiom of the form of government to the temper and
habitudes of the people, and that a compliance
- with the wishes of the Canadians would be more
expedient than the complete introduction of the
English constitution among them. As they re-
quested that they might retain the former mode of
~deciding civil causes, without a jury, there was no

necessity (said these speakers) of altering that ar-
rangement, although it was adviseable (and indeed
“the provincials wished) to follow the English prac-
tice in point of criminal jurisdiction, As a repre-
sentative assembly was not desired, a council, com-
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to the end of the second term of fourteen years, if
the latter should die at the beginning or long be-
fore the expiration of that term. In our opinion,
it is clear that he cannot; for he stands precisely
in the same predicament in which the writer would
have been if he had not alienated the copy. The
former term, we may observe, is absolute: for, if
the author should die before its close, his heir or
assignee may enjoy the property to the last day of
the time specified. v

The Trench, at this time, did not manifest the
least desire of encouraging the Americans in their
opposition to British authority. Louis the Fifteenth,
a weak and dissolute prince, had lately died; and
his successor was more attentive to the arts of
peace than fond of war. But there was reason to
apprehend, that, if an open rupture with the colo-
ies should ensue, the new king, not being remark-
able for firmness, might be influenced by his mini-
stry to augment the embarrassments of Great-
Britain. st

The first intimation of the act against the trade
of Boston filled the Massachuset province with
clamor and alarm. Terror seised the minds of
many of the fnhabitants; but indignation was the
ptevail.ing sentiment. The other colonies, except
Geo{‘gla, partook of the same spirit, and agreed
to d.l,scontinue their commerce with Great-Britain,
until so oppressive a statute should be abrogate(\i.@
The committees, instituted in thedifferent provinces
by the advice of Dr. Franklin, framed an associa- .
tion, which they denominated the ¢ solemn league
and covenant,” and issued a manifesto against
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always displayed the courage of regular troops,

they would not appear deficient in that quality, if

a war should be produqed by the rashness of the

ministry. He proposed, that the house, instead of |
voting an address (moved by the premier) for the

coercion of the supposed rebels, should stigmatise

the measures of the court as tending to widen the
breach and obstruct reconciliation. This amend-
ment, however, was exploded by a majority
of 199. :

When the address was reported, a re-commit-
ment was moved ; and Mr. Burke inveighed against
the folly and obstinacy of the king’s advisers. The
lord-mayor now appeared as a speaker against the
coercive system. This was no other than Mr. John
Wilkes, who, having been re-elected member for
Middlesex, had taken his seat (we do not say with-
out notice, but) without molestation or inquiry.
He maintained, that the provincials had acted like
freemen, not like traitors; that, if the contest
should proceed to sanguinary extremities, the
fault would be.in the ministry, not in the opposers
of unlawful claims; and that the conduct of the

- cabinet was as impolitic as it was ‘unjust; for,
- though ithe force proposed to be employed might
garrison Boston, or might reduce that town toashes,
it would not be sufficient to conquer or retain a
single province. He was confident that the Ame-
ricanswould sooner declare themselves independent,
and risque every consequence of such a contest,
~ than submit to the yoke which the ministers were
preparing for them.- Some of the members ac-
cused the bold magistrate of -encouraging sedition,
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trained ; and even the stores of governmeﬁt were
seised, that they might not be used against the
people. f
It was generaﬂy supposed, that unequivocal
hostilities would soon follow the preparations which
had been made on both sides. Hearing that s con-
siderable quantity of stores, purchased by the
Americans, had been deposited at Concord, gene-
- ral Gage sent a detachment from Boston to destroy
them. At Lexington (on the 19th of April)-the
troops observed a small body of colonists in arms.
The commanding officer ordering them to retire,
they began to march off: but a skirmish quickly
arose. DBoth parties are at issue with regard to the
aggressive firing: but, as professed soldiers are
usually very forward in making use of their arms,
particularly against persons whom they have been
taught to consider as seditious malcontents or da-
ring rebels, it is more probable that they fired first.
While a part of the royal force destroyed the stores,
the rest encountered the provincials near a bridge.
Inthe two conflicts, and in the retrograde march to
Boston, sixty-five of the king’s soldiers lost their
lives, and a hundred and eighty were wounded.
As the colonists, on this occasion, trusted more to
ambuscade than to open fighting, they did not lose
so many of their number. Thus commenced an
unnatural war, which did not promise, to the parent
who acted like a harsh step-mother, a favorable
issue.
Before another engagement took place, a mlh-
tary reinforcement from England arrived in North-
America, While these troops were on their voyage
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o !
for the attack of their fellow-subjects, and the pro-
secution of a system which proves thateven the most
civilised communities retain traces of brutality and
barbarism, captain Cook was returning to his na-
tive country from a voyage calculated (among
other objects) to increase the comforts and improve
the attainments of barbarian tribes. We left this
- illustrious navigator entering (in 1768) upon his
first voyage round the world. He discovered some
isles in his way to Otaheite, vhere he, and his
philosophical associate, Mr. Banks, viewed the
passage of Venus over the su{; with scrutinising
accuracy. They were the ﬁé’st observers of a
cluster of islands, to which the name of Society
was given: they examined New-Zealand with
great attention; and explored the eastern coast
of New-Holland for the space of two thousand
miles. In a second voyage, (which bégan in
1772,) Cook and Furneaux made a fruitless
search for a southern continent:; the farther they
advanced, the more they were endangered by
great accumulations of ice. After they had
reached the Friendly Islands, the two captains
-were separated; and their ships did not meet
again. Cook then re-sailed toward the south
pole, without finding the object of his pursnit.
He discovered New-Caledonia, a very large island
in the South-Sea, and made other additions to the
stock of geographical knowlege, Furneaux was -
not so successful in that respect; and he had the
misfortune to lose ten of his men, who were killed
and even devoured by the ferocious inhabitants of
New-Zealand, |
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‘

ready to act offensively, whenever he had a pro-
spect of advantage. As a statesman, he was not
undiscerning or injudicious: he had good sense
and judgement, if not a high degree of acuteness
or penetration. He was just, upright, and disin-
terested. He was, in general, moderate and hu-
mane; but, in some cases, he appears to have been
harsh and unrelenting. He did not shine or. please
in social life: his manners and address were rather
fepulsive than attractive : he was more respectable
than amiable, »

The appearance of the new general in the camp
_animated the army ;. and, when he had read a ma-
nifesto of the congress, asserting the necessity ofa.
* defensive war, applause and acclamation followed.
He examined the state of the military force; and,
observing various deficiencies, warned the assembly
of the danger of an attack from the English, while
his men were so ill provided with the means of
hostility. General Gage, however, forbore to take -
advantage of the wants or the distress of his ad-
versaries. :

In an expedition which was undertaken toward
the north-west, the colonists deviated from the
strict line of merely defensive hostilities.  Alleging
that Carleton, governor of the Canadian province,
intended to invade New-England, the congress
sent a small army to Jake Champlain, nnder major-
general Schuyler. Before the commencement of
this enterprise, Ticonderoga and Crown-Point had”
been taken by an American party; and bafeaux
were ordered to be built near those posts, for the
conveyance of two thousand six hundred men along
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officers. Dispirited by this mxsfortune, the division
preeipitately retired. :

At the head of another body, Arnold marched
forward'to assault a different part of the town : but,
receiving a wound in the leg, he was carried away
from the scene of action, Captain Morgan then
forced one barrier, and attacked a second with
great intrepidity. The overwhelming force of the
enemy, however, surrounded this division, and
seised all who had escaped death,

About five hundred provinecials, oi} this oceasion,
were killed, harassed or disabled by wounds, or
‘captured. The congress ordered a monument to
be erected to the memory of the gallant general,
and animated by praise the surviving soldiers.

. During the campaign, a new petition was voted
by the congress to the king, composed in respect-
ful terms. Its chief purpoert was, that, instead of

- unlimited parliamentary control, only such an au-
thority should be enjoyed by Great-Britain, as
might leave to the colonies the constitutional pri-
vileges of the mother-country. The secretary of

* state for the affairs of America (the earl of Dart-
mouth) intimated to the agents who presented this
petition, that his majesty would not give any answer
to it. But, although it came from an assembly not
legally constituted, it deserved some notice and
attention.

The leaders ‘of the cabinet seemed to im-agine,
that the Americans would be subdued in one cam-
paign ; but they did not sufficiently reflect on the
impulse which is given to native courage by the
idea of fighting in the cause of liberty, The pro-.
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sistance in Maryland and Pennsylvania), it was
formally proposed to the congress, The chief
speaker in support of the motion, was John
Adams, who was feebly opposed by Mr. Dicken-
son. After frequent renewals of debate, the pro-
posal was adopted; and (en the 4th of July) a
consequent declarafion was premulgated.

Of the act of independence, these are the
opening terms: “ When, in the coursé®of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dis-
solve the political bands which have connected
‘them with another, and to assume, among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station
to which the laws of nature, and of nature’s God,
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions. of
mankind requires that they should declare the
causes that impel them to the separation.”—The
causes we meed not enumerate; they consist of a
series of alleged abuses and oppressions. It is then
declared, that “a prince, whose character is thus
marked by every act that may define a tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.” Upon the
British nation, for having neglected the appeals of
the colonists, a temperate attack is made. ¢ Our
brethren (it is said) have been deaf to the voice of
justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore,
acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our se-
paration, and hold them, as we would the rest of
mankind,—enemies in war—in peace, friends,”

The declaration is thus concluded: We, ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and by
the authority of the good people of these colonies,
solemnly publish and.declare, that these United
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~ strenuous advocates for independence, to hear the
propositions of the British court, The admiral
intimated, that, if the colonists would submit to
 their sovereign, they might expect a repeal or revi- -
sion of the offensive statutes, and might depend on
_the equity of his government. Franklin and his
associates replied, that the Americans were deter- -
mined not to réncunce their independence, and
would only treat on that basis. Lord Howe an-
swered, that, while they held snch sentiments, an
accommodation could not be adjusted.

As an attack upon New-York was now meditated
by general Howe, whose great force (it was
thought) could not be effectually resisted, a couna
cil was called by the American general; and the
Tesult was, that the town should neither be wholly
abandened, nor be occupied by the bulk of the
ariny. But, when the division of the troops seemed
to expose them to great danger, the expediency of
abandonment was s0 fully admitted in a subsequent
consultation, that preparations were made for that
purpose, even before an attack upon a post above
the town had produced such confusion among the
provincials, as to hasten their retreat, which they
effected with a small loss of men,

In the stamon which the fugitives had chosen,
Howe did not venture to attack them; but, by his
arrangements and operations, he constrained them
to quit the island dpon which New-York is situated,
They then formed a line of entrenched camps near
the Brunx; and, after a spirited but partial engage-
ment on Whlte-Plams, they made choice of a
more defensible post near the Croton.
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and, by the intrigues of the nabob, and the treach-
ery of colonel Stuart, he was deprived of his power
and his liberty. After repeated discussions, the
court of directors voted for the recall of the govern-
or and his chief adversaries, that a legal inquiry
might be made into their conduct, Tt was pro-
posed by governor Johnstone, in the house of com-
mons, that this resolution should be rescinded, as
lord Pigot had only exerted a justifiable authority,
and promoted the interest of the company. Mr.
Fox condemned that violent spirit which had per-
petrated the outrage against him, that ambition
which had usurped the authority of government,
and that corrupt meanness which acted in subser-
viency to an artful prince. Mr. Burke declaimed
against the atrocity of the conspirators and the
_ arrogance of the nabob; reproved the ministry for

- encouraging the dangerous influence of that prince;
~ and stated the necessity of parliamentary interfe-
rence for the preservation of the British territories
in India. The motion was rejected by a small
majority. At the time of the debate, it was not
known that the imprisoned governor had ceased to
exist. To prevent a recurrence of this subject we
may now observe, that four members of the council
of Madras were tried for their violation of law, but
were merely fined. - '

‘When copious grants had marked theliberality of
the commons, the propriety of paying the debts of
the sovereign, and of increasing his income, came
under consideration. Above one half of a million
had been voted for the former purpose in the year
1769; and the house now granted, with the same
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flict, retired; but Keppel (on the 27th of July)
. brought him to action. When the engagement had
continued for some hours, with much greater loss
of men on the side of the French than on that of the
_English, it ceased, because the fleets, sailing in
contrary directions, had passed each other. After
a hasty reparation of damages, Keppel ordered the
van and the rear to concur with him in a new
encounter, Harland obeyed ; while sir Hugh Pal-
liser, merely because his own ship was consider-
ably injured, refused to bear down upon the foe
with the whole or the greater part of his division.
The admiral, however, might still have obtained
an important advantage by proper exertions; but
~ he suffered the French to retire. A Hawke or a
Boscawen would not have been so inattentive to

the call of British honor. -
Such an appearance of misconduct required a
scrutiny.  Palliser, being attacked in a daily print
“devoted to the cause of opposition, and offended at
the refusal of the admiral to vindicate him, accused
the latter (among other charges) of having, by a
movement to leeward, lost an opportunity of vic-
tory. Both were tried by courts-martial.

[1779.] : . .
Keppel was acquitted in terms of high ap-
probation, to the great joy of the populace. Pal-
liser was also acquitted of criminal disobedience;
_ but his connexion with the ministry rendered him

very unpopular.  * i :

The admiral did not scruple to affirm in parlia-
ment, that the glory of the British flag had not
been tarnished in his hands. He was even thanked
by both houses for his conduct; but we do not
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both. In the civil branch of the board of ord-
nance, a great retrenchment, he thought, was
adviseable: the offices of military paymaster and
paval treasurer ought to be subjected to a less
prodigal management: the income of the places’
holden by patent, in the exchequer, ought to be
very considerably reduced: the mint mig ht easﬂy be
simplified: the pensions might be limited to sixty
thousand pounds per annum; and many other de-
falcations of expence might be made without the
least detriment to the public service.

The fourth rule tended to the annihilation of such
offices as obstructed the operations, or impaired .
the proper exercise of the functions, of the financial
superintendant, The fifth related to an invariable -
order in all payments: the sixth involved the re-
duction of every establishment, and of all it’s parts,
to certainty; and the seventh opposed the continu-
ance of subordinate treasuries, as they might be
called the nurseries of mismanagement.

The eloquent projector of this plan did not ex-
pect that the whole wonld be adopted by the par-

liament: he was aware of the obstinacy with which
the court and the ministry would maintain the
established system of abuse and prodigality. Of
the five bills which he brought forward in pursu-
ance of his grand scheme, not one became a law.
All the arguments adduced in their support served
only to amuse the house. A vote, however, was
‘obtained (by a majority of eight voices) for the
suppression of the board of trade and plantations;
and, when Barré had proposed, that commissioners
should be named for the revision and adjustment of
the public accounts, lord Nosth introduced a bill
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a second parallel, looked forward to the speedy
accomplishment of their wishes. The sallies of
- the garrison gave little obstruction to the siege;
and the earl at length found that his fortifications
were in so ruinous a condition, as to be utterly
inadequate to the defence of the town. Having
made a fruitless attempt to escape across York
river, he capitulated to avoid the destruction of
his army. His terms not being accepted, he was
obliged to acquiesce in those of Washington ; and
(on the 19th of October) about five thousand five
hundred soldiers became prisoners to the Ameri-
caus, while three ships of war and a great number
of transports, with the seamen, were surrendered to
the French,

‘The capture of a second army animated the
hopes of the Americans, and promised such a de-
cision of the great contest, as would establish that
independence for which they had so long hazarded
their lives. The intelligence confounded the ca-
binet, and spread dismay and despondency among
the ministerial ranks in parliament. Yet there
were some courtiers, who, with incorrigible obsti-
nacy, still cherished the expectation of subjugating
the colonies. Those who maintained such an opi-
‘nion were encouraged by the boastful declaration
of sir Heary Clinton, importing that, if he could
obtain a reinforcement of ten thousand men, he
had no doubt of extinguishing the rebellion. An
‘historian of this reign seems to concur in the idle
and fallacious boast, which came with an ill grace
from a commander whose blindness had precipi-
“tated the fate of Cornwallis, :
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The arms of Spain, in the same year, prospered
on the American continent. West-Florida was -
again invaded ; and Pensacola was invested both
by land and sea. The besiegers-were so slow in
their operations, that almost two months elapsed
before they liad made such an impression upon the
works as to be inclined to risque a general assault.
An accident hastened the capitulation.s A shell
entering a magazine, the powder exploded with
the loss of many lives ; and one of the redoubts
became a heap of rubbish.  Considering the rest of
the works as not tenable against a considerable
force, amply provided with artlllery, the comman-
dant desired a parley; and it was agreed that he
and the garrison should be prisoners of war,

In Euarope, the Spaniards were unable to rednce
a barren rock which the English formerly had -
taken with ease. They continued to block up
Gibraltar, and prevailed upon the despot of Mo-
rocco to with-hold supplies from the garrison. At
length, however, a great quantity of provisions
and stores were introduced into the fortress by a
fleet which the enemy only attacked wigh the
petty hostilities of gun-boats. A vigorous siege
was now prosecuted : numerous batteries played
upon the fortress; and strong works were raised
at a short distance from the walls. The forti-
fications of the place, however, were repaired
almost as soon as they were injured; and the
sacrifice of lives proved less considerable than the
great discharge of balls and shells gave reason to
applehend

The governor of Glbraltar was the gallant
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CHAPTER LX.
GEORGE III. (Continued.)

IT has been frequently and peremptorily affirm- -
ed, that the American war was popular, at the be-
ginning and in the progress of the contest: but
this assertion is destitute of proof. A great num-
ber of persons, besides the court, undoubtedly fa-
vored the authority of parliament; but the op-
posers of the war seem to have been more nume-
rous, both among the middle and the lower classes,
although the minister, by securing a majority in

“ each house, « made the worse appear the better
cause.” At length, the ill success of the war,
and the enormous expence with which even defeat
and disaster were purchased, opened the eyes of
many senators, supposed to be mdependent, who
yet had blindly supported the measures of the
cabinet; and they resolved to exert their influence
in promoting the return of peace.

The effect of this change of opinion did not ap-
pear in the parliamentary divisions at the beginning
of the new session; for the court bad still a very
considerable majority. The opposing party wished
to render the address less courtly thanit had usually
been; and even endeavoured to obstruct the grant
of supplies : but the country gentlemen would not
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_ cipled intriguer. e knew that an attempt to
with-hold the supplies would exeite general indig-
nation ; and he foresaw that the majority of the
commons would no longer support him if he should
venture on so bold a measure. e

Although the defeat of the party was evident,
the court wished for that decisive majority, which
the existing parliament did not, in every case, pro-
mise ; and therefore (on the 25th of March) a dis-
solution was ordered. S =

That the king has, by constitutional right, the
prerogative of ministerial selection, no one who is
acquainted with our government will deny ; and,
when he has made such a choice as wisdom may
be supposed to have dictated, loyal subjects are
readily inclined to approve the choice. Even when
the appointment has been attended with extraor-
dinary circumstances, so as to excite unfayvorable
suspicions of the characters and views of the new
leaders of -the cabinet, the house of commons, al-
though it is their duty to prevent the immoderate
ascendency of the crown or the aristocracy, Cana
not, without the imputation of factious motives,
pertinaciously fecommend a better choice to the
sovereign, unless they adduce some specific sround

-oferimination.  After the incident of the ¢oalition,
we may reasonably doubt the patriotism of Mr.
-Fox and his noble associate, and conclude that they
were more actuated by a thirst of power, and a
desire of wreaking their revenge upon the men whe

. bad effected their removal, than influenced by
public virtue, or a love of the constitution.
- While this contest excited the attention of Eu=
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had been given for the discarded secretary, desired
a serutiny; and the return was thus delayed, with-
out excluding Mr. Fox from the house, as he had
been chosen for a Scotish borough., The com-
mons, influenced by Mr. Pitt, refused to order an
immediate return. = '

The most important act of the new session
was that which was adopted in leu of the India
bill of Mr. Fox. It was introduced with a pomp-
ous detail of it’s objects and advantages. It’s
chief features were, the erection of a board of con-
trol for the superintendence of the territorial con-
cerns, the statement of general rules for regulating
the conduct of the commissioners named by
the king for that purpose, the reservation of com-
mercial management and official appointment to
the COmpany,’ and the establishment of a court
_ for, the more speedy and effectual trial of delin-
gquchisse o0 o "

M. Francis, well known as the determined ad-
_ versary of ‘M. Hastings, took the lead as an oppo-
~ ser of the new bill. If was intended, he said, to
correct the abuse'of power abroad, and supply the
deficiency of power at home; and, to provide for
these objects, it's author proposed to increase the
former power, and diminish the latter. It would
render the directors mere ciphers, and augment
the influence of the ministry and the crown. Mr.
Fox and Mr. Sheridan inveighed against it, as ins
fringing the rights of the company, without pro-
mising a real redress of grievances or correction of
mijsgovernment. It was rendered less objecti onable
in it’s progress through a committee ; and IuaSsed
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the prior inprovement of the state, we also expose
them to the welght of debts arising from an ex-
- penditure by which the nation may have been
deeply injured. This, undoubtedly, is a serious '
grievance ; but, if they take one contingency;
they must incur the risque of the other. The
great evil is that enormous and progressive aug-
mentation of debt, which may, at no very distant
period, render even the payment of the interest
impracticable. The principal, we may predlct,
never will be completely liquidated: -

As the people had a right to expect, in time of
peace, that some atteinp’ts should be made for
the reduction of a debt which exceeded 266 mil-
lions, Mr. Pitt turned his attention to that
importanl; subject. The idea of a sinking fund
was not entirely novel; but some new arrange:
ments marked his scheme. He took notice of the
report of a select committee, representing the res
venue, from Michaelmas 1784 to the same festival

“in the following year, as amounting to 15,379,180
pounds, which, after a deduction of 14,478,180
pounds for the expenditure, left a surplus of
901,000 pounds. He acknowleged that the an-
nual expeuces, even since the termination of the
war, had con51d'e1ably exceeded the amount above
stated ; but he was confident of their speedy re-
duction to that standard. He congratulated the
house on that extent of national resource which,
after a very mischievous and burthensome . war,
would allow the appropriation of a large sum, in
every year, to the reduction of the public debt.
A million, "lie thought, would be a proper sum for
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declared incapable of serving the republic. The
“stadt-holder was allowed to new-model the provin-
cial administration, and to exact a new oath, favor-
able to his claims and interests. In the following
spring, the states-general, influenced by the prince,
concluded treaties of alliance with Great-Britain
and Prussia; and, in the summer, the last-men-
tioned power entered into a sxmllar agreement thh
our court,

At a time when the king was assisting his rela-
tive, the prince of Orange, in the recovery of his
former power, and even in the extension of it be-
yond the ordinary limits of a republican constitu-
tion, his late subjects-in North- America were oc-~
cupied in a similar way—in consolidating their
commonwealth by the invigoration of the execu-
tive power. The wisest men of the state, appre-
hending that the provinces, when not united by
the dangers of war, might not be sufficiently con-
cordant, proposed a new constitution, which, by
detracting from the independence of each pravinee,
would check divisions, and strengthen, for general
safety, the aggregate confederacy. The plan was
framed with judgement ; and, being promoted by
the influence of the esteemed Washington, it ob-
tained the assent of the provincial assemblies, and
became an operative law. The republican general
was placed at the head of the union, under the
title of president of the United States; and he
superintended, with temper and firmness, the deli-
berations of the two assemblies which composed
the congress, and administered the affairs of the
nation with dignity and wisdom. :
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time of Cromwell. The conduct of the British
nation tended to open the eyes of the people in
other countries; but slavery had taken too firm a
hold to be easily shaken off.

- Amidst the blaze of genius which dlstmgmshed

the age of Louis the Fourteenth (who promoted
the arbitrary views of Charles and James, but could
not prevent the Revolution), a greater force of
thought and a more acute spirit of discrimination,
than had before appeared in France, may be sup-
posed to have prevailed; and the abuses of govern-
ment must have been perceived in all their extent
- and variety. But the vigor and policy of that mo-
narch repressed the effusions of discontent and the
murmurs of patriotism. Under the succeeding
prince, the voice of freedom was sometimes heard,
" particularly in the remonstrances of the parlia-
ments; tyranny assumed a less stern aspect, and
was less violent in it’s operations. After the peace
‘of Aix-la-Chapelle, and more obviously after that
of Paris, the rulers of France and of the other Eu-
ropean states evinced a greater regard for the wel-
fare and accommeodation of the people, and a
more prompt inclination to mltxgate the rigors-of
government,

While these symptoms of improvement cheered
the philosopher and the philanthropist, the Ame-
rican war broke out; and the court of Versailles
engaged in the contest, without foreseeing the
consequences. Acting as auxiliaries in the cause
of liberty, the French began to think that a prince
who thus employed-them ought to impart that
blessing to his own subjects; and, after their re-
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that, as their meeting'was already composed of des
puties returned by at least ninety-six in a hundred
of the nation, they had a right to begin the great
work of reform, whether th@ nobility or the clergy

should join them grnet, = ‘

The king commanded a su}p\ensmn of these ir=
‘regular proceedings; and having assembled the
three orders, addressed them (on the 23d of June)
in a judicious and patriotic speech: but, when he
had ordered tliem to adjourn, and sent the mar-
quis de Brezé to clear the hall, Mirabeau declared
that he would not retire unless he should be com-
pelled by the terrors of the bayonet. Other mem-
bers said, Nothing but force shall drive us
hence;” and the commons, continuing to sit, de-
clared the persons of the deputies inviolable.

Many of the clergy being intimidated by the
menaces of the rabble, and others courted by the
leaders of the tiers état, a majority voted for a
junction. The nobility, however, were still un-
willing to agree to the union: but, in compliance
with an order from their sovereign, they at length
Joined the commons.

From this time the French revolution may be
said to have commenced; for the democratic party
had now acquired the ascendency, and the most
important changes were expected from the zeal of
pretended fmprovement The French had now an
opportunity of exploding abuses and grievances,
and establishing a limited monarchsr, resembling
that of Great-Britain, and, in some respects, supe-
~ rior to our boasted government. Bus they were
uuwﬂlmg to fo!low old models, and had not a suf-"
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y X |
financier and a sincere friend of liberty, prompted
Louis to recall him; and he was at the head of
the administration when it was decreed, with his
assent, that the king should only have a suspensive
weto, or the power of suspending, not absolutely
prohibiting, the enactment of laws which he
might disapprove. Even the power that was osten-
sibly allowed him, however, he was not patiently
suffered to exercise. :

While his majesty, from a dread of being over-
whelmed by the influence-of the demagogues, ne-
gotiated with the marquis de la Fayette, comman-
dant of the national guard, who was not so violent
 as some of the leaders of the assembly, a faction, -
bribed rather than governed by the infamous duke
of Orleans, sent a numerous body of Parisians in
the autumn to Versailles, to attack the palace, and
~ bring the king ‘and queen to the capital, where
they would be more in the power of the rabble.
Insults and outrages, not unattended with blood-
shed, had such an effect upon Louis, that, although
he was very unwilling to be guided by the mob,
be consented to go in degrading procession to
Paris. A deputation from the assembly accompa-
nied him; and, ov his arrival, a s‘ca’rcity of bread,
which had excited great clamor, and was calum-
niously imputed to the arts of the court, seemed to
be suddenly removed. : - s

The assembly, now fixed at Paris, proceeded
in the work of regeneration; and a new constitu-
tion, outwardly monarchical, but intrinsically re-
publican, was gradually prepared. In the mean
time, the partisans of the court, in all the pro-
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vinces of the kingdom, were discountenanced and
_insulted. Unprovoked murders were committed
with impunity : many of the chdfeauz of the nobles
were plundered and demolished ; and the name of
aristocral became a term of reproach and a signal
of outrage. Some of the acts of cruelty perpetrated
on these occasions, were such as could only have
been expected from savages or from cannibals: and
the recital of them would shock a feeling heart. But
they were less atrocious than many of the subse-
quent enormities, which exceeded ‘even the san-
guinary excesses of pagan Huns, Mohammedan
Arabs, and catholic Spaniards. :
This extraordinary revolution could not fail to
attract the anxious notice of Europe. With regard
to it's effects upon the feelings of our countrymen, -
we may observe, that many beheld the pheenome-
non with pleasure, some Wwith suspicion and. jea=
¢ lousy, others with anxiety and alaxm. The fnefzds ,
of liberty rejoiced in the extension of that b.l.ess?}ng'
to the subjects of another state, without'c(.)nmdermg
whether the symptoms of freedom promised to be
permanent, or were likely to give‘way o _em a}tergd
- form of déspoti’sm. Some politicians appre'_hended—,—
that the French might be enabled, by the b.enefi_t.—'
of a free constitation, to become more formidable
rivals of the English in commerce and jt:he arts,
and perhaps in arms and in power. Not a »fev:;
imagined, that a volatile people, being nnpr.eparef
for the cool and steady reception of the hgpt ]07
liberty, might be dazzled by it's glare; \l‘ﬂ'Sh.b]““‘i y
- into excesses inconsistent with due "subo?d’ma.tign,
and be influcnced by characteristic vamity to ob-
VOL. 1V, ’ .
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satisfactory, the time was suffered by the provincialg
- to elapse without the desired submission. The army

then rushed into the Netherlands, recovered Brus-

sels, and restored the authority of the house of
Austria. The king of Prussia sharply remonstrated
with Leopold on his refusal to re-establish the un-
~ altered constitution, and his orders for military
violence ;- and our sovereign sent the earl of Elgin
- to Vienna, to recommend more honorable conduct.
Count Merci, at the congress, signed such a con-
_ vention as the mediating powers had proposed : but
Leopold would not ratify this agreement, and the
offended allies forbore to sanction his varied terms.
He thus recovered the provinces without the full
concessions or guaranty which the inhabitants
wished, and inflamed that disgust-which hastened
their subjection to another power. =
The change which had taken place in France
. was soon noticed in the British parliament. In a
debate respecting the number of troops which
ought to be kept up, Mr. Fox took an opportunity
of applauding the conduct of the French soldiery,
who, not forgetting that they were citizens, had
joined the people against the tyranny of the court;
and he observed, that in this and some other points

the recent revolution resembled that of England.

~Mr. Burke imputed to the French troops a very

reprehensible spirit of sedition, and denied the

- resemblance mentioned by his friend. Our revo-
lution, he said, was founded on legitimate and

1

constitutional principles: that of France was the

offspring of an ardent thirst of innovation, of in-
temperate zeal, and of a restless spirit of insubor-

v
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dination, One was conducted with regularity and
moderation : the other with wanton licentiousness
and anarchical ferocity. No real improvement
could be expected from such a beginning. The
career of such rash imnovators promised nothing
valuable, and threatened the most mlschxevous
consequences. :

- The pxoceedmws of the Gallic revolutionists,
particularly in the seisure of ecclesiastical pro-
perty, were again reprobated by Mr. Burke, when
a motion had been made for a compliance with
the wishes of the dissenters. The majority not
only rejected this request, but also refused to
‘adopt, at this critical time, a scheme of parliamen-
tary reform. In the debate on the latter topic,
Mr. Windham represented the present constitution
of the house as adequate to every useful purpose;
and he added, that, even if some new regulations
seemed to be requisite for it’s improvement, it was
a very, improper time to risque an experiment,
when a hurricane was blowmcr in the neighbour-
hood.

The inquiries into the slave trade were conti-
nued in this session: but the decision was post-
poned. The merchants and planters exerted all
their interest against an abolition, and some'of

characters of the advocates of that very Justnﬁable
measure.

The high territorial pretensmns of the Spamards,
and acts of violence resulting from those claims,
now produced an application to the parliament for
~ the means of enforcing satisfaction. At Nootka
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(or king George’s) Sound, they had seised some
British ships on pretence of encroachment, and
detained the seamen as prisoners; and a building,
fortified with a view to the security of the trade in
furs, had also been taken.  As the territory did not
belong to the subjects of Spain, being very remote .
from the northern part of California, reparation for
~ the outrage was demanded in a high tone by his
Britannic majesty, who equipped an armament for
the chastisement of the enemy, in default of satis-
faction. Being unsupported by France, the court
of Madrid condescended to make atonement for
the alleged aggression, and agreed to full restltutlon
and indemnification. .

The negotiations with Spain were yet dependmg,
when the king and his confederates were employed
iz mediating a peace between Leopold and the
Turks. They found some difficulty in procuring
his compliance; but they at length prevailed by
expostulation and menace.

When a new parliament assemb]ed Mr Pitt
found that the elections had been favorable to his
ascendency and power. Both houses signified their
approbation of the agreement with Spain; and the -
taxes required for the charges of the armament
were readily voted.

The trial of Mr. -Hastmgs had been regular}y
continued from the year 1788 : baut, as a dissolu-

tion of the parliament had intervened, it was the
~ opinion of many that the impeachment had abated,
and ought to be considered as at an end. - But this
conclusion was adverse to the true spirit of the
constitution. The arguments for the abatement
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_were urged with plausibility by the solicitor-general
Scott, Mr. Hardinge, and Mr. Erskine, who con-
tended that it was not only supported by the ge-
neral complexion of parliamentary proceedings,
and by the principles of the courts of common
law, but by precedents which might be found in
the journals of the house of peers. It was main-
tained, on the other hand, that the high court of
parlianient was at all times an existing court, as
the privileges of it’s members were not annulled or
abridged by a prorogation or dissolution ; and that
an impeachment was not merely an act of the
house of commons, but of all the commons of
Great-Britain. The rights of the judges and pro-
secutors therefore remained unimpaired, notwith-
standing the suspension of the means of acting;
and a trial, left unfinished at the dissolution, ought
to be considered as still depending, and to be car-
ried on at the next meeting, instead of being
either quashed, or brought forward de nove. 1t
was added, that, even if some of the supposed pre-
cedents were applicable, they were counteracted
and over-balanced by the discordancy of other
cases, and by the great constitutional privileges of
the commons. On this topic, Mr. Pitt and Mr.
Fox concurred; and Mr. Addington, the new
speaker of the house, satisfactorily supported this
side of the question, which was sanctioned by a
majority of 113. In the upper house, Mr. Gren-
ville (who had been ennobled, and appointed se-
cretary of state) joined lord Loughborough in de-
fending the vote of the commons against .
 the lord-chancellor and the chief—ji_x-stice Lo
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Kenyon ; and the popular cause was also vindi-
cated, against that exercise of the prerogative
which might obstruct the progress of justice, by
the high authorities of the earls Camden and
Mansfield, although they did not harangue the
peers on this important subject. 7

The opposers of the traffic in slaves again urged
the house of commons to vote for it’s abolition : but
- mercantile illiberality prevailed for it’s continuance.
The planters in the West-Indies pretended that
they could not cultivate the islands without a fre.
quent addition to the old stock of negroes.

While those cultivators were thus suffered to re-
ceive fresh supplies of enslaved human beings, the
king provided for the improvement of their means of
sub51stence and comfort, by sending out two ships
to convey, from Otaheite to the West-Indies, the
bread-fruit tree and other vegetable productions,
calculated for various purposes of utility. A former
voyage of this kind had proved unsuccessful in
consequence of a mutiny among the crew.

The mlmstry had long deliberated on the means
of i improving the government of Canada; and a
bill was now framed, establishing separate govern-
ments in that province, for the purpose of fully
distinguishing the British colonists from those of
Gallic extraction. It conceded the righit of taxa-
tion ; and was less favorable to the crown than the
act of the'year 1774 ; but Mr. Fox considered it as
not sufficiently consonant with those enlightened
prmcnples of liberty which seemed to be hastening
into general adoption. . He did not approve the
conthtutlon elther of the hounse of assembly or the
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eouncil, The former, he said, ought to be composed
of many representatives beyond the small number
assigned by the bill; and, instead of seven years, it
ought to be dissolved and renewed once in three
years. The latter ought to be formed by free and
frequent election, not;.to consist of individuals ap-
pointed by the king for life, or of hereditary mem-
bers. Indeed, the government of the United States
of North-America seemed to him preferable in these
respects : but the minister protested against a re-
publican model. On the re-commitment of the
bill, a debate of an extraordinary complexion occur.
red. On a former day Mr. Fox had bestowed high
praise on the wisdom and patriotism evinced by the
national assembly of France, in the formation of
the new code of law and government. As Mr.
Burke’s sentiments were totally different, he could
not conceal his disgust and indignation; and he
now resolved to; counter-act tha influence of such
a panegyric.- In discussing the merits'of the new -
Canadian constitution, he exposed the demerits of
that of France, and signified his strong detestation
of the conduct of the revolutionists. He was re-
- peatedly called to order for wandering from the
subject of the bill; and a warm altercation arose,
When the clamor had subsided, Mr. Fox declared
that he would persist in the opinions which he had
delivered; andshe applauded the French revolution
as “ one of the most glorious events in the history
of mankind.” He did not expect that his friend,
who had so long been an advocate for liberty,
would now desert that cause, and abuse all who
supported it. From that friend he had derived al
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most the whole of his political knowlege: yet he
would not condescend to follow the changes every
of so great an orator and statesman, but would de-
fend the rights of man against every attack. Mr.
Burke replied with asperity ; and Mr. Fox, rising
with an effusion of tears, regretted the dissolution
of a long-subsisting friendship; he then renewed
his animadversions on the language, behaviour,
and principles, of his eloquent antagonist.
- Of the two great men, who from this time
ceased to act in concert, short chmacters maV '
 here be given, - :
M. Fox, at an early age, manifested extraor-
dinary talents and a strong mind. He was not re-
markable for application; but, when he was occa-
sionally diligent, he quickly learned whatever he
studied. Amidst a career of dissipation, he was
introduced into the house of commons; a scene
well calculated for the display of his abilities, His
eloquence soon distinguished him from the ordi-
nary class of speakers. Amnimated and vehement,
like Demosthenes, he, as it were, carried his andi-
tors with him; aroused their feelings, and enchained
their attention. At one time, he was pleasingly de-
la.mate;y', at another, forcibly argumentative.
As a statesman, he was discerning and enlight-
ened, bold and decisive. Temporising measures
did not suit his determined spirit# That he was
- fond of power, appeared from his coalition with a
minister whom he had uniformly censured as weak
and incompetent, obstinate in error, a promoter
of tyranny, and an enemy to his country. Ifsuch
was his real opinion of lord North, he ought net |







