


அடரரகப் பர மார் 
ஞே ப ம வகி 

Saimin 
INTRODUCTION. 

North Hempstead, Long Island, Dec. 6, 1817, 

My Dean Lirrie Jaxss, 

~ YOU have now arrived at the age of fourteen 
years, without ever havipg been bidden, or even 
advised, to look into agioek ; and all you know of 
reading or of writing jyou sn to your own un- 

___ biessed taste and choice. peut while you have lived 
“sinpersecuted by such ip.portunities, you have had 

the very great advantag) of being bred up under a 
1001 beneath which no cards, no dice, no-gaming, 
ho senseless pastime of any description, ever found 
a place, In the absence of these, books naturally 
becatre your conipahions during some part of your 
time: you have read and have srritten because you 
saw your elders read and write, just as you bave 
learned to ride and hunt and shoot, to dix the beds 
in the garden, to.trim the flowers, and to prune the 
trees, “The healthful exercise, and the pleasures, மட் 
mixed with fear, which you lave derived from these 
sources, have given you “ asound mind in a sound 
ody,” and these, says an Kuglish writer, whose 
works you will by-and-by read, “ are the greatest 
“blessings that God can give to man.” 

Tris true, that these are very great blessings ; 
but, mere sfundness of mind, without any mental 
acqiifements, is possessed by millions ; itis an ordi- - 
hary possession ; and it gives a man no fair preten= 

- Slous to merit, because he owes it to accident, aad  
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