










































































































































































































































































































































































190 THREE GIL BLAS.

and, for the first time during almost three
months passed in this rocky asylum, the
unfortunate family partook of a meal
seated in chairsaround amble"fhe dishes,
1tA 15 fidie, ! were neither numercus nor.
studied; butappetite and good humour
amply compensated for every deficiency.
An enlivening glass, taken now and then,

. augmented the genelal gaiety ; the liqueur,

' provided by Frank, turned out excellent;

| a toast was unanimously drunk to the
complete recovery of Carl; and, in rising
from the table, all agreed that it was casy
to dine more sumptuously, but impossible |

""to make a more delicious repast.

The inauguration of the cottage heing

| thhs concluded, it became our mext care
to- supply the colony with sufficient to
preserve it from famine. Among the
stores ‘contained in the second trunk, were
several bags filled with dried ¥oots and
vegetables. Frank, who kuew something
of <rardenino', assured us that the soil of
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THILEE CIL BLAS. 121

the island was well adapted for this sort
of productions;  Nothing was more want-
ing to suggest tous the idea of plantinga

kitchen garden : the plan was immediately.
drawn out, Flera and Elisca approved of

it,-and Frank took upon himself to put it
into execution. :

I have already %aid that this isle was
formed on one side by the water of a tor-
rent, and on the other by a river, which
we discovered to be well stocked with fish.
Here then was an invaluable resource for
our islanders. . In consequence, it was 1e-
solved that- at our next visit we should
bring them all the utensils necessury to
turn this discovery to advantage. ‘fhe
chace presented another mode ot subsist -
encenot less considerable: —this excrer g,
as serviceable as it is conducive to heaith,
had fyrmerly been one of the most a
able dnusements of our venerable refuzee.

~ His sight was still good, his arm nervous,
Lis limbs active: the isle was also as weil
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200 THREE GIL BLAS.

mLFlorélia, strugk with the contrast'be.o,‘ i
tween such a society, and the life she had * §
lately' led, proposed to perpetuate this |1
meeting by an obelisk to be erected in *|
the front of the farm. Her idea washighly
applauded, and unanimously adopted. *
The Count, filling out a bumgper, gave as '
a toast, ¢ The unity of the islanders”
Frederic afterwards drank “ Prosperigyto |

- ¢he colony.” M.~ Walbot had a talie'nt' ’
for versification : the following was an |
amprompts relative to our mtuatlon, com-
pared with the life of a courtier imm

Here Envy never shews her balefnl head,

Favour and Malice ate alike unkaown; -

Free from thoge ills Ey pride, by avarice bred,
Love, Friendship, and the Arts our moments-crown,
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