














DELPHINE, s F

LETTER 1L

LEONCE TO DELPHINE.

Junes1z.

YOU live, my Delphine — they take
God to witness that you live; Heavcn re-
ward them ! How long has been the time
which is passed I—1Is it true, you were in
danger only ten days? The recollection
of all the years of my life seems shorter.
They assure me you are better, and I

ought not to doubt the pleasing assertion
but I am far from being satisGed ! The
thoughts which agitate you, prolong your
sufferings, What shall T do, what shall
I say, to pour consolation into your soul?
Shall I repeat, that I detest the criminal
~scene which has produced so terrible an
effect 'on  your imagination ? Doubtless
you arc convinced of this. Recollect, that
I Tﬁfllbffd to follow you into that faal
By church
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church—I had been for some days ina
state of reverie, which deprived me of all®
command over myself. The solemn prayer
of Theresa, which I believed she had con-
* certed with you; the dredd of your de.
parture; the recollection of an unhappy '
marriage, which memory painfully re.
traced; the love, the regret I felt, all con-
spired to distract me: but can man explain
the‘cause of his insanity ? I was deprived
of reason; but you need not fear that this
criminal delirium will again return: you .
_cannot suppose that possible, if you have
any idea of the impression made upon my -
heart, by the state in which I beheld you,
My love is unconquerable: it can never
lose any thing of its force, but it has
changed its character, ]
~ Before your indisposition, it seemed to
me, that we were both animated by a kind
of supernatural existence, Death was by
me forgotten: my mind was wholly de-
voted to passion ; its prodigies, its enthu-
siasm enflamed me, * In the midst of this
intoxication, |
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mistress. © Sometimes  he would place
himself before her, watching her counte-
nance with looks. so fixed and so pene-
tratihg, that he anmcxpated the changes she
wag: to undergo, and described the stages
of ‘her indisposition to the physicians, vuth
a solicitude and sagacity, which astonished
them, -~ notwithstanding their long expe-
rierice and habits of observation.  When
he was conversing with them the other day,
did you not observe with what art he made
his inguiries, the desire he showed of dis=
covering ‘their qentxmemq, and at the same
‘time his anxiety to avert any unfavourable
answer 2 While looking at him, I was con-
vinced, that had the physicians said they
despaired of her recovery, he would have
fallen dead at their feet.
 ‘Since . you left wus, Delphine’s con-
valescence has become more apparent 5 his
attentions are still as unremitting.,” When
she is asleep, his countenance changes on
hearing the least noise that might awake
her. Semetimes hc tries to amuse her by
: . reading s




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DRELPHINE, *'gs

35 al ¢ couram*, thcrcmw, Madarn, take
‘couragc | Are not the consclousness of the
past, and the gerainty of the'furure, suffi-
i : through ' this storm'?
vy -anckfi-“rn.aiiggnil‘:y with the
b afiords, them the greatest
jat of an clev.i;red mind sink~
der cheis atmm«;«‘ ‘Rather exas-
pemte =tu} _more thcu' jealous | fury,
‘-by,slgewxnb them that you are secure,
and. that you can be happy. Oh God!
it fhcre were any thing on earth which
could at once transfuse ints me yous recol-
lections and your hopes, if I could enjoy
ther fora year, I would forthatyeargiveup
all the rest of the timedhave to live, Ahl
Madarae, ah | Delphing, believe me, those
wha have committed no errors, have never
known pain! . SRy

I could not. peruse what i haw: wmtcn,
without E‘{peuf:'lcmg an embarrasment too
difficult ro be supperted. Incapable of
farther reflection, 1 rely on the sentiment
whxch has dxctated it, and transmit to you
without allowing myself a moment for
hesitation.
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