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Tagere is in the French language a
~ great number of historical romances ;
it was the prevallmg taste in the age

of Lewis XIV. During that pe_nod,

great names were contemplated with

delight, because they recalled great
ideas. This species of writing, like

that of all 6thgl's, possesses its advan-

tages and inconvéﬁienéesi the prin-
cipal characters of an* historical ro-
mance, are far more mterestmg than

imaginary heroes: here, as in trage-
dy, .‘nstory gives a value to fable, and

ﬁctlon in its turn, embelhshes truth:

‘ cur10s1ty, however is not excited ;
ag = the

=
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f 1’&'3.(1‘, with attention, all tbe Menois”
of that period, and only delineated >
Madame de la Valliere, Lewis XIV.
Madame Henﬁén:a; of England, M a-
dame de Montespan, &c. from the: |
unanimous testimony of their cotem-
pofariés. Had 1 consulted the au-
thors of the last century alone, I
must have traced a very unfaithful
picture : M. Thomas, in his Essay on
Eulogies, observes; ‘“ Lewis XIV.
had, in his character, a kind of
ostentation which tinctured his man- :
ners, and stamped every measure of
his administration. = He was cast, by
nature, 'so to speak, in no common -
mould. Duzing this reign, a certéin
pomp was i‘eﬂected on every ithing,
from the grandeur of the sovereign ;

a3 : even
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-even the language became inflated by~
public admiration.”
We agree with the au_thors that
< Lewis -was . cast:sby }ié;ture in 20
common_ mould.”  But os‘.centati'n‘
was, doubtless neither the fault of
Lewis the Great, nor of the age in
which he lived ; the unmortal works
~of that day are waitten ina ‘style: of
- the most unaffected and noble sini-
: phcxty, those of Bossuetand Fenelon, 0
of Pascal, of Boileau, &c.. and of‘
: another kind, the Fables of La Fon-
taine, the Letters of Madame de Sé-
vigné, the recollections of Madame de
Caylus, and the Works of Hamllton,
are especially distng -uishable by the
Lhaxms of a2 free and casy diction:
it

()

Co
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€48 ‘the 1epxoach of ‘cur own age;
that most authors possess “‘a kind of .
tenta‘uon which absolutely bereaves
‘éhelr works of all the natural graces
hd snnphmty of truth.” Voltaure
#ote with much genuine simplicity;

1t his most passionate admirers have
found it much less difficult to adopt
his prmc1ples than to imitate his
style ‘and as writers, they have taken

for their masters only Ulderot Tho-

mas, and Raynal
Le\vis XIV. unquestionably pos-
sessed the most noble and dignified
manners; but, ‘in the society of his
intimate friends, his behaviou{‘ was
wniformly characterised by an unas-
suming and amiable simplicity. He
a4 loved
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“loved those who ‘possessed a genuine
. independence of mind, and detested
pedantry, and every species of affecta~
tion; he was, besides, disgusted with
-every kind of artificial manners. Ma-
Jdame de Caylus, in her recollections,
speaking of Matha, observes, * This
wasa youthof greatsimplicity of mind,
aud ‘onithat account one of the best
c‘ompanions in the world.” In the
same Work, written after the death of
Lewis XIV. she says, of that prince,
““If he was disposed to jest, if he ex-
ercised his wit, if he condescended to
relate a story, it was done with such
an infinite grace, and such a com-
manding air, as [ never witnessed in |
any other but himself.”

¢ 1 =

In
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“In the memoirs of Mademoiselle de'-
Montpensier, he is represented with
the same traits of character, and as
possessing still greater goodness of
heart. When the troubles of the Fronde -
were dispelled, Mademoiselle de Mont-
pensier reéppeared at court, after six
years of'absence and revolt: the king
received her with the most engaging
’ politeness; the queen-mother, on in- .
troducing her to him, said, * this
lady, whom I present to you, is very
much grieved at having been so ma-
Jicious, but she promises ‘to behave
Better in future.” The king laughed,
and uttered some pleasantries, full of
grace and affability. Mademoiselle
de‘Montpensier observed, on the oc—
casion, that she ought to kneel and
ad solicit
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~ JSolicit his forgiveness for what had
passed; “It is I,” replied the mo-
narch,,_‘“rwho should beon my knees,
at llga.\riﬁg\you speak thus.” He made

b

" cavisit to Mademoiselle de Montpen-
sier, who, notwithstanding his opposi-
tion, \VOl;ld accompany him to his car-
riage :+ ““ Do you order me. then to

- ascend ?” said the kinig to'her, ““with--
. out that, I durst not have gone before
you 7 At an entertainment given by’
the Marechal de I'Hopital, the king
placed himself at table with a great
company ; he never touched a dish
without first presenting it to those
around him. Healways detested eti-
quette, adds Mademoiselle de Mont- .
pensier, who found herself somewliat
hurt that he had retrenched several
¢ . of
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of the.ceremonies formerly observed

at court. -He is likewise depicted by

:Mademoiselle de Motteville, with her

acknowledged sincerity, as the best

of sons, of brothers, and of masters.. .

He was adored by all his domestics,
to whom he was mild, aﬁ'able, indul-
gent, and generous. The Abbé de
»_Choi-si relates, in his Memoirs, that

Bontems, his valet-de-chambre, and |

a. very disinterested man, solicit-
ed from him, one day, a place for
some other person. ¢ Ah! Bontems,”
said the king, ¢ why do ydu ali\vays
Speak to me in behalf of others? I be-

stow this place on yourson.” Choisi

also mentions, that the Cardinal de
Mazarin; having been present when
 the king, then only nineteen years old,

a6 s Teeerved
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received the deputies from Bourgoyne;,
observed to the Marechal de Villeroy
“ Have you remarked how he listens-

as a master, and replies as a father 2

In fact,” adds Choisi,  his lan-
guage is kingly ; his extempore
rejoinders are superior to the ‘most
elaborate harangues of others.” - The
satirist Bussy-Rabutin, and the Duke

.de Saint-Simon, neither jof whom

loved: Lewis XIV. nevertheless ren—
ders him the same justice. The fol--
lowing portrait is drawn of this mo--
ndrch by Saint-Simon; ¢ Lewis XIV.
spoke - well, in appropriate ; terms;
and with accuracy ; he declaimed
better than most other men. . ... .
In his private audiences, whatever

* might be his prepossessions or antipa-

; ; thies,



. PREFACE. xiit’

thies, he listened with patience, with-
condescension, and a sincere desire
‘40 ‘be enlightene‘d‘ and informed.
Throughout his .whole life, he dis-
played a spirit of equity, and a wish', "
to discover truth. In his presence
ne one was prevehted from speaking,
if it was done in a respectful man~
ner ; in endeavouring to establish a
truth, they might interrupt the king,
combat the facts he related, and even
raise their voice above his; and this
conduct, far from giving offence, was
even p'ra'rsed by the king, who never
failed to evinee, by his future beha-
vieur, that he had relinquished his
former errors. He carried owa pri~-
vate correspondente with several per~

sons.—Never did there escape from
bt his
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<his lips a disobliging expression: when
he had occasion to find fault, which
was seldom, it was always done with
an air of benevolence, and never with
‘«asperity.  His air and mien were so
noble and commanding, that it was
necessary to be accustomed to see
him, not to be struck dumb in his
presence. Wherever he appeared, he
. was received with a respectful silence;
frequenﬂy'approaching to a sort of
teverential awe. He excelled in
every manly exercise: he danced;
threw the mall, played at tennis, and
conducted a chariot with dexterity
~he was, besides, an admirable horse-
man. He was plain in his attire, and
the only one of the royal family who
. uniformly wore, except on days of

o ceremony,
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ceremony, the cordon blue under his

habit. Few of the (;heva,liers of this

order, although pel'mitted. to do so,

followed, in this respect, his exam-
ple.” (Memoir&qf the Duke de.,
" Saint Simon). -

- With so many amiable and digni-
fied qualities, and a constant applica-
tton to business, we yet learn, from:
the Diary of the Marquis de Dan-
geau; that this great prince, was the
most paternaf king who had ever as~
cended the throne of France. He was
constantly the arbitrator of any dif-
ferences which might .occur in the
families of the courtiers, as well as in
those removed at. a greater distance

from him. It was sufficient to ob-
tarm
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#ain his mediation, that the indivi-
dual possessed an irreproachable. cha-
racter, or was eonnected with those:
whom he esteemed. On such occa-
sions, without interposing his autho=
rity, he counselled as a friend, he act- -
ed like a father. He frequently re-
cﬁncxled brothers; or relations; who
“had been dtsumted, ~and - brought -
~ back, in peace, the banished son: to
his paternal mansion; he prevented
law suits, and r@-—_establishécl; tranquil-
lity in a great number of families. -
In collecting; for this work, these and
a great many other facts, very littl¢
known, but which the author of the
age of Lewis XIV. might have rea-
‘dily made himself acquainted with,
- we were at a loss to conceive, why
: the
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the '\Vﬁters of -the last -century, have
represented this good king as an im-
.périeug prince, filled with arrogance,
haughtiess, and pnde. = It is imput-
ed to him as a fault, that he was so
much extolled ;5 but he deserved to
be so0 : it is a homage, of which gra-
titude is always lavish to great sove}
reigns. ‘There were more than five
hundred panegyrics (‘says‘ M. Tho- .

" mas) composed in honour of Henry
IV. without reckoning a great num-
ber of poems and verses. All these
works are fallen into oblivion, and it
now seems as if Malherbe alone had
praised Henry IV. whilst, on the con-
trary, the most sublime talents, and
fheHnaster-pieces of art, have conse-

cratéd the praises bestowed on Lewis
XTIV,
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' XIV. and they conclude, that this
prince loved flattery, since so many
poets and authors united to celebrate
h’i;n,‘ with an enthusiasm justified by
so much glory.r They have, very
unjustly, reproached him for an osten-
‘tatioﬁs device, in the invention of
which he had no participation,” and -
which he never assumed, not even at -
tournaments, or other festivals. Tt
is, besides, well known, that he' al-
ways reprobated exaggeratedeubgi-
‘ums: he prevented the French aca-
 demy prbposing, as a subject for a
prize dissertation in prose, this qués-
tion : which, of all the virtues of the
king, deserves a preference. It is
recorded, that he even blushed, and
was much displeased, at this instance

of

“



PREFACE. . xix

" of servility. = Lewis uniformly ex--
pressed himself in amodest tone. Af-
ter the victory of Mons and Namur,
“he learned that, on his returh, the a-

cademy intended; in a bedy, to pre- .

sent him with a crown of laurels,

which he not only declined,: but re-

quested that nothing-of a similar kind

~might beattempted.  He replied to
their address in these words: < Isee
with gratitude the pleasure you take

in evtolling the little good I have

been able to accompli;s'/z.”— In short,

he laid aside several ceremonies.

which -even Henry IV. had mnot »

refbrmed ; he was the most affable

and . accessible of kings: modern

writers have, therefore, given a very

false idea of his character, by con-

founding
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founding dignity with pride, and’
grandeur with haughtiness: They
have also dwelt much: on the auste-
rity of his manners, during the last’
twenty years of his reign, that is,

“from the period he became eon-

nected with Madame'de Maintenon ;
but this reproachis-not better founded-
than the others. Lewis XIV. through=
out his whole life, loved decency
and respected religion, and ‘thes"_regu- -
Jarity of his manners, ‘d.du'btléss-, “be-

-came greater, when his natural vir-

tues were rendered more: perfect -"by\
sincere piety. = But he continued to
act as the sovereign, the father, the
head of' his family,- and the most in--
dulgent: friend ; far from assuniing
any rigour in his behaviour, he never.
' o banished.
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banished: from. his court - the amuse-
ments by .which it was rendered so
brilliant. Alwayssurrounded by young
princesses, even te the end of his life,
heenteredinto their pleasrureé, andwas
anxious for their happiness. Besides
the spectacles of Saint Cyr, comedies
were acted every week, and concerts
daily;pei:formeid‘ at the house of Ma-
dame de Maintenon, where they like-
wise held fréquent assemblies during
the life of the king. The .revocat'ion
of the edict.of Nantes has also been
severely condemned, but those who
are acquaihte,d; with history, must
know. that Henry IV. had he dared,
would not have been more tolerant:
he was well acquainted with the tur-
bulent and restless spiritof the calvi-
nists 3
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- nists : besides, it ‘was necessary to
keep some terms with those who had
served him with so much zeal in his
adversity. Lewis XIV. on the con-
trary, all powerful, firmly seated on' a
thronesurrounded with glory, thought
he would render an eminent service
to his successors, by destroying, all
at once, a never ceasing source of re-
bellion. Policy united with religion
to produce this determination, which
it is difficult to blame, when we re-
cal to mind the terrible troubles so
- frequently excited by the protestants:
Tt is probable, that, without this se-
vere measure, the minority which
succeeded his reign, would have been
as distracted, as it was thus rendered -
. peaceable, It is certainly, altogether,
. _ — impossible
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impossible to excuse the excesses
committed in some of the provinces
against the protestants; but ‘these

outrages were in opposition to the -

express” will of the king, who was

_much affected at what had been done,
punished the authors, and made every

reparation in his power to the un-
fortunate sufferers. Every account
transmitted to us, respecting this
transaction, and especially that by
Dangeau, are full of traits, which
prove his humahity and regard to the
protestants, whom he Dbelieved it
wa's necessary. to banish. - Every act,
which proceeded directly from this
prince, was equitable and generous.

I have

2
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+ I have “spoken of Lewis XIV,
from what I read in those works,
which should alone guide the:histo-

rian. I am not, however, sufficiently-

presumptuous to suppose, that it was

'p0‘séible. to delineate his picture, in a
work of this kind, I could trace

Aon’ly a sketch; but that sketch is; at

least, faithful. The character of Ma-:

dame de la Valliere is represented

more in detail; since it is her life

which ismore particularly the object

of the present publication. 1 have

mvented many circumstances, but

omitted nothing ; the entire his-

tory of the Duchess of la Valliere

is given, in this volume, with the

most perfect accuracy, -since, ex-

cept in the first thirty .pages, the

facts

C /
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facts are wholly drawn from history. *

The only deviation I have made, is

that of representing Madame de la :

Valliere, -as-an only daughter, edu-

cated in. profound. solitude, and as -

having passed the first days of her
youth at the court of de Gaston

d’Orleans : whereas she only lost her

mother after she assumed the veil;

and I have also supposed the Marquis .

de Saint Remi died before the intro-
duction of his daughter at court. I
shall only farther observe, that, in
contriving several inciaents, I have
been careful to render them conform-
‘able to history. The character of
Madame de la Valliere is well known ;
not: only'lfrom the interest it must
always excite, but because a young

VoL, I, b favourite, -

.
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favourite, who had no ambition, and:
who buried herself in a cloister; at
the age of twenty-eight, could not
be hated, and consequently not ca-
<lumniated by her cotemporariés. It
~ is easy to’ penetrate the secret mo-:
tives, which have induced modern
authors to detract from the glory of
Lewis XIV. They were leagued
. against the memory of that great
prince; but they had no interest:to
blacken the reputation of a humble
carmelite : they pardoned her con-
version, because they attributed it to
disappointed love. * Her profession,
as a nun, appeared in their eyes only
a species of suicide, produced by de-
spair, and they excused it. - Histo-
rians agree in representing Madame
s -' sihde
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de la*Valliere under the same cha--
racter. The Abbé Choisi, who knew
her from her infancy, praises, with
enthusiasm, her character and man-
ners. He applies to her figure this -
verse of la Fontaine: ‘

£

And grace that charn’d stil more than beant 7 e

Madame de Sevigné always be- .
stowed on-her the appellation of the
humble violet. :

* ¢« Madame dela Valliere,” said the
Duke de Saint Simon, ¢ was modest,
disinterested, and uniformly benevo-
lent. She continually combated a-’
gainst herself; and at last, proving
‘wictorious, fled from the court to

b2 consecrate
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.consecrate the remainder of her days
to the most rigid and exemplary
penitence.—She paid the greatest res
spect to the queen, who always loved

. her.” T have been careful to ascribe
te Madame de la Valliere -only such
_sc_:n-timen;:s as would accord with her
general character. Many, T believe,
will discover, that she is not repre-

_sented as sufficiently passionate; but
I beg them to recollect, that the
heroines of the.seventeenth century
resembled not those of our own days.
When they went astray, it was with-
out boldness and impetuosity. They
were timid and patient in vice, and
only energetic in repemtance. Re-
morse did not destroy : it only con-
verted them. It was impoésible to
2  attribute
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~ attribute more philosophy to a female, -

who, in all the brilliancy of youth
and beauty, tore herself from the
court, to dedicate herself te God. It
isnot I; it is'hiétory that represents
her, even in the midst of hLer errors,
and in the height of her favour, as
humble, pious, and repentant. Be-
sides, why should we be astonished

at her religious sentiments? Our

deists themselves never cease to speak
of the Supreme Being. Do they
not constantly address to him long
prayers? 1 can discover between
them and rigid devotees only *this
small difference: that, while the for-
mer, In their devotions, extol their
own merits; the latter, loaded with
remorse, remain covered with con-

b3 fusion.
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fusion. I may, perhaps, be censured
for ‘not hayihg represented Madame
de la:Valliere as dyjng,.and in a state
of despair, when she ﬁnally, abandon-
ed Lewis XIV. What I have prin-
cipally laboured, in this work, relates.

—

to the catastrophe; and I believe it
is depicted with truth, which was. the:
object I -,had"::in view. A‘lthoughf'
fully aware that a splendid dramatic
1‘,epi'€jsentation may produce a much
greater effect than a real scene, how-
ever affecting it may be; because;
as an illustrious poet has. well ob-

L3

- served @

Plain truth no longer strikes the heait,.

And nature pleases less than art, <

It
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. It may be affirmed, that; if reason
‘alone can triumph over the passions,

it‘has not the power to moderate the
grief occasioned by the sacrifice it
requires; sinee it cannot fill that
frightful void left in a heart which
has renounced a beloved object.

But religion preserves us from that
dejeétion of mind, by occupying-
and’ exalting the imagination and ele-
vating the soul; it is more than suf-
ficient to rteplace those affections
which it condemns; it affords to the
pious a great number of pure and de-
licious sensations, which they would
not otherwise have experienced. Al-
though it possessed only this advan-

: tage
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- tage over philosophy, it ought, how-
e\}er, to be revered and cherished as
an inexhaustible source of consola-
tion, and of hape under misfortune.
The history of Madame de la Val«
liere is so interesting, and the period
_in which she lived so brilliant, that it
must appear singular no one has hi-
therto conceived the idea of making
it the ground-work of a romance.
This subject, however,»'presents gieat
difficulties: I cannot flatter myself
with having wholly overcome them,
but, at least, I wish te shew they
have not wholly escaped my notice.
It was difficult to assign a motive,
or even find an apology, for the re-.
turn of Madame de la Valliere to
-~ court
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eourt.after her second flight ; it was.
still more so, to make her remain, for
~ such a length of time, an unfortu-
- nate spectator of her rival's triumph,
and to re,cdncilc her religious senti-
ments, her repentancé, love, and jea-
lousy, with her long stay at court,
and the strange complaisance with
which she always received the visits
of her rival ; and these were facts too
well known, to admit of being sup-
pressed. -To conclude, after the lapse
of four years, during which she only
experienced disgust, humiliation, and
misfortune, the catastrophe present-
ed nothing very interesting, because
history is almost wholly silent on
this subject. It was necessary that

Madame
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Madame de la Valliere should teur
-herself from the court; and not leave
it without an effért; a sacrifice; not
an exile was requisité. I have dig:
covered in her character, and in that
of Lewis XIV. almost every thing
I have clontrived, in order, to fill up
“the: outline of her history, and ex=
plain the motives of her conduct.
In the execution-of this task, I trust
I haye never ‘o‘qtraged probability ;
of one thing I am eertain, that this
work contains mnothing dangerous,
and that its morality is- pure, since
it is drawn from the only true source
of virtue and truth. This is not,
- perhaps, the merit best calculated
to secure the success of a romance;

: ; - but
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put it will procufe me the only suf-
frages of which I am ambitious,

THE
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Human Grandeur, away ! thy splendour cannei-
ther disguise our weaknesses nor our errors.
Xt conceals them indeed from ourselves, but
points them out more distinctly to others.—
Sermon by Bossver, on Madame La Val-~
licre’s taking the veil *

I WOULD describe the evils of an
unfortunate attachment, and paint
the pernicious influence of a guilty
passion, on the fate of a female pos-
sessing sensibility and virtuous mcli-

* As we have already observed in the pre-
face, history is very faithfully followed in this
work. We have added much, but wehave omit-
ted nothing. If every historical fact had been
pointed out in notes, from the time that the
heroine was presented ‘at court, every page of

VOL. I =i g nations.
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nations. If the colouring be just,
the moral effect of such a picture is
certain. - While the feelings would be
interested, those vain illusions which
mislead the imagination would be ex-
posed. The heart would at the same
time be touched and alarmed. We
should behold jealousies and fears,
tormenting disquietudes, and the bit-
terness of remorse extinguishing all
the deceitful allurements and charms
of love. We should perceive that a
breach of the sacred bonds of duty
has for its consequence the most odi-
ous and deplorable slavery ; and, fi-
nally, by contemplating the cruel
tyranny of the passions, we should be

this book would have been overwhelmed with
them. We have contented ourselves with giv-
ing but a very few, upon some details which
would, perhaps, have appeared to be improba-
ble, or of mere invention, could they not have
been proved to behistorical.

1 taught
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taught. that virtue, far from being a
. troublesome burthen, is only a neces-
sary support.  All the shades of such
a picture are to be found in the his-
tory of that interesting victim of
love, who never pardoned herself for
her weakness—who sacnﬁced every
'thmg to her lover, without entertain-
ing for a moment the hope of happi-
ness—who, in the midst of all the
“splendour of a court, and with the
greatest monarch in the universe at
her feet, sunk under the painful
weight of shame—and who found
repose nowhere but in an obscure re-
tirement! Ohmay I describe all she
felt, and all she suffered! For this
her historian should attach himself to
the severity of truth.  If the relation
be faithful, how can it fail to 1ntelest
and instruct ?
The estate of La Valliere, situated
o one of the finest provinces of
A9 France,
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Trance, at the distance of a few
leagues from Tours, belonged to the.
widow of the Marquis of St. Remi.
The old castle, built on the deglivity
of a mountain, commanded, to the
south, a view of the enchanting
banks of the Loire, and the majestic
shade of a vast forest formed to the
north a sublime and romantic. cres-
cent. The inside of the castle bore
every where the marks of magnifi-
cence consumed by time; but the.
brilliant manners of its ancient pos-
sessors were remembered amidst the
prudent ceconomy and noble simpli-
city of its preéent inhabitants. Alas !
our recollections are now merely per-
- sonal : like life they are bounded, and
even like youth, they frequently ex-
tend to only a small number of years.
Our forefathers, however, carried
them back as far as imagination and
memory would permit : they recalled -
with

£
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with 4 tender feeling the actions of
their ancestors, and laboured with ar-
dour for their posterity ; the past, as
well as the future, had for them, all
their immensity ; and they equally en-
joyed them in their recollections,
“their sentiments, . their proje-ats; and
their hopes. In proportion to the
love of the country and its sove-.
- Teigns, was the desire to retrace those
transactions which tended to illus-
trate them. The most interesting
‘parts of the national history became
family traditions, and the glory of
one’s ancestors was then the most va-
luable and most esteemed hereditary
property. The gothic furniture of
old castles was preserved with filial
respect and pride ; the worn tapestry,
~ which an old grandmother had sewed,
was displayed in the hall; long gal-
leries were filled with ‘venerated, por-
traits of the relations of the family,
A gRrto . and
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~and the sovereigns of the country.
Tach chamber had its particular his-
tory, and retained the name of the
prince or great personage who had
been there entertained. Nothing an-
nounced the frivolous taste of novel-
ty; and oblivion, ungrateful obli-
vion, never obtained access to these
venerable: mansions. Every thing
bore the noble impression of the so-
lidity of glory and gratitude.

The Marchioness of St. Remi had
lived twenty years in this castle, where
she devoted all her attention to the
education of an only daughter. Her
affection was not of that sort, which,
in the present times, would have pro-
cured for her the reputation of a pas-
sionately fond mother; for, in those
days, legitimate attachments were dis-
tinguished by a prudence and simpli-
city, which afforded no comparison -
between them and impetuous emo-
tions.
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‘tions. Persons spoke not then of their
sentiments, because their conduct ex-
plained them. The mother behaved
to her daughter with the indulgence
of a parent, and the gravity of a
Mentor. Louisa de la Valliere justi-
fied, by her virtues, the tenderness of

the best of mothers. She had just -

entered -into her seventeenth year.
Her figure, which was neither regular
nor striking, seemed formed to melt
and charm the heart, not to dazzle
the eyes.” The expression of modesty,
candour, and sensibility, embellished
her countenance. She was seen with-
out astonishment, but never observed
with indifference. ~ Her large dark
blue eyes were veiled by long black
eyc lashes. The purest white diffused
over her face a delightful softness.

- Herv timid looks seemed to implore

_ indulgence. Her smile, full of grace,
was at once ingenuous, touching, and
A4 animated.
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_ animated.  Her shape was perfect,
‘though an accident, which happened
in her infancy, had rendered her
somewhat lame, ‘but even this defect
had with her a grace.  She could
disguise it by walking slowly, and
then her motion appeared suited to
the delicacy and modesty of her
figure. It accorded with her air; it
added to the inexpressible interest
diffused over all her person. Her

- mind was pure, noble, and profoundly
sensible. ~ She united great dignity
of character with the most unaffected
modesty. She considered herself so
inferior to the objects of her affection,
that it was impossible she should be-

- come proud of her own qualities ; for

pride proceeds only from that selfish-

ness and poveirty of soul, which leaves
us the melancholy faculty of contum-
plating others, without any illusion,
while it deprives us of the useful

- power

<
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power of judging impartially of our-
selves. As Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere possessed all the delicacy which
a good understanding and” extreme
sensibility could bestow, her heart
was easily wounded; and then her
anguish was the greater, because her
gentleness prevented her from com-
_plaining. She was frequently accused -
of imequality of temper, when she
lamented, in secret, injuries which
she could not venture to reproach ;
but the painful impression was soon
removed. Aslight testimony of affec-
tion sufficed to persuade her that she
had formed a wrong judgment, as if
a feeling heart could deceive itself,
_ when it is frequently vexed! She
hesitated not to condemn herself; in
order to justify those she loved. She
had, from her mother, that sentiment
inspired by nature, and perfected by
_ religion, which can be compared to

~

A'D no
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no other; that profound veneratlon»
and bhnd confidence, which resembles
religious. faith. - Mademoiselle ‘de 1a
Valliere did not require to examine
her mother’s opinions, in: order to
adopt them, but she endeavoured to
comprehend them, that she might fix
.them the more strongly in her mind.
In the sequel, for her misfortune, she
loved passionately; but the supreme
ascendancy over her mind was never
surrendered, except to her who had
Watched her infancy, instructed her
~ youth, and formed her reason, This
tribute of respect and gratitude was
due to an affectionate and virtuous
mother, and could only be offered by
filial piety. The Marchioness of
St. Remi had received into her housé
a young orphan, her relation, older
by six years than her daughter, and
for whom Mademoiselle de la Valliere
felt an mttachment which continued
« = during
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during the whole of her life; and
‘which, the young lady, called Eu- -
doxia, was worthy of inspiring. She
contributed . greatly, by.her advice
“and example, to perfect the character
of Madame de la Valliere.

Baron de la Baume, the Marchi-
oness’ father, possessed asmall estate
in_the neighbourhood, but he had
fixed his residence in the house of his
daughter. = This venerable mnoble-
man, covered with wounds, - had
served his country with distinction
for fifty years. The recollection of
Henry IV. formed the pleasure of
~ his old age. He knew all the anec-
dotes of the life of that great prince,
and the pleasure he experienced in
relating them, added to the interest
of the narration. Attachment to his
kings was always his ruling passion.
- This sentiment was, in those times,
the pledge and the result of the most

A6 estimable
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estimable virtues. It was blended
and assimilated with the love of the

country. It rested on the basis of

gratitude, due for a long series of
benefits, and was guaranteed by ho-
nour, which alone renders oaths sa-
cred. It is easy to conceive, that the
enthusiasm for royalty must have
“ been carried to the highest pitch, at
a period when youth, docile, sensible,
and génerous, listened with respect
- to the advice of their instructors, and
sought for morality only in the pre-
cepts of religion; in an age, illus-
trated by ten years of the paternal
reign of Henry IV. by the proud,
but brilliant administration of Riche-
liew, and by the magnificent and
dazzling glory of the finest years of
Lewis XIV. ' ,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere was
taught, from her youngest years, to
love and venerate her sovereign.—
ot 4 s While
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- While walking through the long gal-
lery of the castle, her grandfather
‘would frequently point out the por-
‘traits of the kings, and say, these
- were the benefactors of our family.
The portrait of the reigning sovereign
was mot in that collection, but the
baron intended to procure it from
Paris. All the public events, which
could be supposed interesting to the
royal family, were celebrated in the
castle of la Valliere. All the traits
of - greatness and generosity, which
distinguished the young king, were
there related with enthusiasm, and
formed the subjects of almost every
conversation. On the news of his
marriage with the Infanta of Spain,
the castle was illuminated; the pea-
sants assembled ; and, n the midst
of the pleasures of a rural festival,
the patriotic cry of the time was a
thousand times repeated, with trans-

port.

’
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port. All voices united in expressing
what was the wish of all hearts, a long
- and happy reign to the king.
Mademoiselle de la Valliere was edu-
cated with equal simplicity and care.
She was taught only to think Jjustly,
and to form her conduct according
to the principles she had imbibed ;
‘the holy scriptures unceasingly medi-
tated; some books of devotion, the
History of France, several odes of
Malherbe, and the tragedies of the
great Corneille, completed her in-
struction.  She read few works, but
those which engaged her attention
she always re-perused. - Her books
did not contradict each other; they
presented an uniform system of mo-
tality, - and their -salutary maxims
~were unalterably engraven in her me-
‘mory and her heart. Nothing en-
larges the mind, and forms the taste,
like truth. When one is capable of
judging,
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judging, comparing; and reasoning
with perfect justness; there is always
grandeur in the ideas. Admiration
is not thenlavished ; it is only felt for
“objects which are worthy of exciting
it, and importance never attached but
to objects which possess a real value.
With such impressions,, we -are sure
to avoid 'errors of judgment, and
falsity of opinion, which are the prin-
cipal causesof puerility; extravatrance,
and littleness of mind? but all the

most noble and exalted sentlments of

~ virtue’ elevated the pure and sensible
soul ,of Madame de la Valliere. The
“wisdom of her education, and the
simplicity of her life, had hitherto
preserved her from romantic ideas,
and those wanderings of the imagina-
- tion which in our times have so per-
mcmus an. m_uénce on the conduct
. of youth. ~ The solitude of the. cas-
tle was rarely disturbed, even in sum-
- mer,
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mer, and the arrival of a stranger
formed a striking event. The desire
of giving him an agreeable welcome,
the pleasure of petforming a duty of
hospitality, gave a sort of affecting
interest even to the least agreeable
visits. The cordiality of the recep-
tion inspired the guests with a pleas-
~img confidence, and diffused a charm
‘over the most common discourse.
In all seasons there frequently arrived
some poor friars, fatigued with a
long journey on foot, If in winter,
the sight of a large fire in' the hall
served to re-animate them. They .
~were instantly invited to approach, ‘]
'new fuel was thrown into the stove, -
and the young ladies yielded “their
places to the good fathers. One
would quickly bring two cups filled
with wine, and wait respéctfully on
age and virtue, while the spectators
would view with delight the pleasing
spectacle

o
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spectacle of innocence, still more em-
bellished by ‘the sublime c¢harm of
piety. . ‘A venerable friar, called Fa-
ther ‘Anselmo, came to the castle
more frequently 'than any other.
Devoted for forty-five years to reli-
gion and humanity, he preached in
the neighbourhood, and gave aid to
all the unfortunate who required his
care. ‘He had more than once ex-
posed his life, in endeavouring to ex-
tinguish fires, and, after such disas-
trous ‘events, he begged charity for
the sufferers. ~ He assisted the sick,
he instructed the children, and, not-
withstanding the matural infirmities
of old age, he always found strength
and activity when inspired with the
hope of being useful. Mademoiselle
de la Valliere knew ‘and revered him
from her infancy ; she carefully pre-
served all the gifts she had received
_ from him, and, amongst others, a
chapelt
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chaplet of coral, which the. worthy
father had brought from Rome. He "
presented it to her one day, on find- -
ing hert in a cottage, reading aloud a
sermon - on piety to a poor paralytic
woman. Father Anselmo, on. wit-
nessing this action,; only said, ¢ Per~
severe. v This word, in the mouth of

-the father, conveyed both. encourages-
ment and praise: the same evening
he presented her with the fine chap—'
let. This day formed an epocha in
the life of Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere, and the sehsations she then ex-
perienced could never afterwards be
effaced from her memory. :

- In consequence of an mterestmm
event, a numerous company met at
- the chateau de la Valliere. ‘Eudoxia
had espoused Count de Themine, a
gentleman of - the neighbourhood,
and the nuptials were celebrated at
the chateau, where the relations of

‘ the
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the Count assembled ; among whom
was the young Marquis de Brage-
lone, who had newly arrived, in or-
- der to assist étft‘h‘rel‘marriage of his
~ cousin-german. * At theage of twen-
ty, the- Marquis ‘had left the pro-
vince, in order to enter into the ar-
my ; ‘under a cold and reserved exte-.
rior, he concealed a lively imagina-
tion,  a cultivated mind, and a sensi-
ble heart. Along with great energy
of mind, he possessed a violence of

temper, which, by an odd kind of
contrast, not unfrequently produces
a dangerous indecision in the most
important concerns of life, if we be
not early accustomed to overcome it.
The violent man, who yields to
the impetuosity of his feelings, will
always become the victim of his en-
thusiasm : if the strength of his mind
be neither exerted to moderate his
iniclinations, nor subdue his passions,
ite
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it will only render them more im-
petuous, until, at last, he is enslaved
by the very power which might bave
raised and exalted his character. ‘

Minds of sen51b111ty, who have
never passionately loved, have, never-
theless, a vague idea of an unknown,
or even imaginary object, that would

 fix their attachment: our manner of
seeing, of perceiving, and of judging,
form in us this particular taste, which
attaches us, not to the most perfect
being, but to the one which nature
appears to have created for our plea~
sure.

The moment the Marquis de Bra-
gelone saw Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere, he experienced this irresistible
attraction: he perceived it with a

_species of satisfaction, since it re-
called to his mind all the ideas of his
most interesting reveries, and realised
all ‘the confused, but enchanting
' : dreams
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dreams of his 1magmatlon with his
eyes fixed on Mademoiselle Valliere,
. he impatiently waited until she should
break silence; and he started at the
sound of her voice, which was S0
sweet, aﬂ"ectmnate a.nd tendel that
it penetxated to the bottom of -his
soul. . She spoke to father Anselmo,
and her beautiful features expressed
the most affectionate veneration.—
The marquis joined father Anselmo,
whom he never quitted during the rest
of the day, because the holy man -
ceased not to dwell on the praises of
Mademoiselle de la Valliere. ¢ She is
an angel,” said he: * all who know,
admire her : candour, innocence, and
goodness, are displayed in her coun-
tenance. Behold her noble and mo-
dest deportment! her humble air,
when receiving the caresses of her
mother and grand-father! observe

how attentive she is to her fiiend,
and
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and with what grace and sinipii(:ity
she performs thc honours of" the
fete. »
“ Without obtruding herself on the
notice of the company, she directed
- every thing with the greatest calm-
ness and propriety.—Well; it was
thus with her from the most tender
.infancy.” Here the good father stop-
~ ped, contemplating, with affection,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere. “ Con-
tinue,. good father, I listen to you
with so much pleasure !”, ¢ Ah!” re-
plied the venerable Anselmo, the
domestics ‘of the castle, and the poor
of the village, love her still better !”
These words deeply affected the
marquis, when. Mademoiselle de la
Valliere left the saloon: on her re-’
tuin he regarded her with new in-
‘terest: she appeared to him more
than human. .
At present the passions are not
thus
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thus formed; the lover W1shes for
celebnty, and the pubhc opinion de-
- cides his choice. ' Women, possessed
of mere superficial accomphshments,
* dazzle, for a moment, but inspire
less affection than those who are
adorned with all the charms of su-
perior talents, and a cultivated mind.
The name of love is given to that.
species of sentiment, which is inspired
by brilliant conversations and inge-
nious sallies, by dancing with grace,
by singing and playing skilfully on
the harp l—Doubtless, because we
have created new phrases to paint
this new passion. We say it turns
the head, it seduces. Ts it not better
to be loved ?* But true love is not to
be expected by those who excite
only a frivolous 'admiration; such
success may be valued by the coquet,
but can have no charms for those
who wish for a lasting attachment.

: What ,
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 What so durable and sincere’as -

this passion, when not awakened
amidst the tumult of public assem-
blies, but in the calm of domestic
retirement! What sentiment so: af-’
fecting, so noble, and so.pure, as that
which originates, and is' supported
by pringiples which we revere. Such
was the first passion inspired by
Mademoiselle de la Valliere: the
Marquis, Bragelone loved. her, as he
loved virtue, and it was with en-
thusiasm.-

Mademoiselle de la Valliere: was
not aware of the sentiment with which
she inspired a young man she had
scarcely observed. But her friend,
the Countess de Themine, a few days
after her marriage, became the con-

- fidant of his attachment. She de-
lighted to talk of her fmend ‘and
soon perceived how much it enters
tained and interested the marquis.

b This

.
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This discovery charmed her: she
mentioned it to the Marquis de Saint
Remi, in comsequence of which a
marriage was projected betwixt Made-
moiselle de la Valliere and the Mar-
quis de Bragelone; but the youth of
the parties prevented them, at the
time, from entering into mcre posi-
tive engagements. The marquis set
out to join his regiment, and Made-
moiselle de-la Valliere learned, after
his departure; the intentions of her
family, in which she acquiesced with-
out,joy or repugnance: she knew
not he was destined for her husband,
but she confided her destmy, with-
out inquietude, to maternal tender-
ness.

A few months after the marrage
of Eudoxia, the Baron de la Baume,
yielding to the infirmities of old age,

terminated a long life in the arms

of his dauovhter and \Iademoxselle 'de
VOL. I. B .



S
- v
<26 « THE DUCHESS OF

o

1a Valliere. The health of the mar-
chioness had long been in afluctuating
state, and about this period her com~ |
plaint' made such rapid progress, that
she became convinced her end was
not far distant; she viewed death
without terror, but mnot without
grief; she was a mother, and her
.daughter yet required her care.—
. Death is premature, when our chil-
dren are unprovided for. Regret is
allowable, for we have not fulfilled
our destiny.

The father and uncle. of Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere had dissipated
nearly the whole of their fortunes, in
the service of their sovereigns, and
the marquis could only leave to his

~ daughter a small estate, which was
considerably mortgaged. She there-
fore solicited for Mademoiselle de la
Vallicre a place at court, and she was

appointed one of the maids of ho-
nour
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nour to Madame Henrietta, of Eng-
land, sister-in-law to the king.
! Her fears being thus, in a great
‘measure, removed, as to the future
destiny of her- daughter, she no
longer considered death ‘as terrible,
but viewed it with that sweet sere-
nity which religion and a puxe he )
never fail to inspire. - :
-The marchioness, upon ﬁndmo her
end approaching, desired that I‘ather
Anselmo, in whom she 1epo.se,d the .
most unbounded. confidence,. might
- be sent for; the Countess Themine
hastened also to her assistance, and
plOlleEd at the request of the mar-
chioness, to introduce her daucrh,w
at court.  Overwhelmed by a dread-

.LA VALLIERL.

ful oppression of mind, Mademoiselle
de la Valliere, pale and uncongcious,
deprived alike of the power ecither to
weep or to speak, remained motion-
less, at the head of her mother’s bed.

B 2 . Shcw
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“She'did not recover from this staté
of stupefaction, till the expiring mar-
chioness turned towards her, in or-
der to bestow her last benediction,
upon which she gave a piteous groan,
and, bathed in tears, prostrated her-
self before the bed. The marchio-
qess; then taking out from her bosom
a cross, of rock crystal, and passing
it round the neck of her daughter,
said, ¢ My child, may this precious
and sacred pledge always recal me to
your recollection ! May, henceforth,
religion be inseparably associated in
your mind, with my memory, and,
by being combined with filial piety,
sweeten the bitterness of thy sor-
rows!” Inpronouncing these words,
the marchioness fell gently into the
trembling arms which her daughter
stretched out to receive her: it was
virtue about to obtain its reward
which reposed upon the bosom of
innocence.

.
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innocence. This repose was the -
sleep of death! for the marchioness
- kad already breathed her last sigh !
Madame Themine lost no time ‘in
forcing her young friend from this
scene of sorrow and mourning, in
conducting her to her own, chateau.
A few days subsequent to this event,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere received
a billet from the Marquis de Brage-
lone, declaring his passion. The
countess took upon herself the charge -
of replying to this billet doux, in the
name of Mademoiselle de la Valliere.
The marquis was perfectly satisfied
with this answer, which was ex-
pressed in such a manner, as neither
absolutely to encourage, nor yet
wholly to destroy his hopes of even-
tual success. Mademoiselle de la
Valliere did not forget that her mo-
ther had sanctioned the addresses of
the marquis ; but she had determined,
B3 _ while
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. while her heart was free, not to enter
into any irrevoeable engagement, and
flattered herself she might yet allow a
few years to elapse, before it was ne-
cessary to reflect seyioﬁsly on the
- subject.’ i
Scarcely, however, had three or
~ four months elapsed, since the death
of her mother, when Mademoiselle de "
la Valliere found herself constrained
to go to court, in order, asa maid of
" honour, to occupy the vacant place
which had been procured forher ; and
the countess Themine, conformably to
_ her promise, made the neeessary ar-
rangements to accompany her on the
journey. On the morning.of their
departure, Mademoiselle de la Valliere
determined, for the last time, to visit
the chateau, which she had not seen
~since the death of her mother.”  °
She felt all her former griefs renew-
ed, ‘on finding herself within the pre-
cincts |

S
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cinctsof the castle, which was now
only occupied by two or three do-
mestics in deep mourning. ‘It was
here,” she observed to her friend;—
“ that the days of my infancy and
early youth glided happily away !—
Here, under the care of a mother, I
enjoyed life without alloy ! ‘How, in-
deed, could I go astray, when it was
virtue itself that dictated the per-
formance of those duties, which sen-

timents of love and gratitude'coﬁld-

not fail to cherish! Here I had no-
thing to dread from the snares of vice
or the breath of calumny !  Here I
enjoyed the most pleasing tranquillity,
safety, and happiness! I loved, and
was beloved. Now, alas! I am about

to enter into a world, to me wholly_

unknown ; where I shall only behold
strangers, and where the pleasing and
sacred commands of a tender mother
must be superseded by those of rank

B4 ~ and

. S

)
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and power! To obey, when we love,
‘is merely to gratify inclination; to
have failed in respect, on my part, an
effort had been necessary. Who can
revolt against the union of reason and
; §cntimen_t? - But what can be more
painful than to submit to arbitrary,
and, perliaps, capricious dictates, to
be forced to depend on those in whom
~we cannot place confidence, and
to receive absolute commands, with~
- out having any right whatever to re-
monstrate! Ah! my dear Eudoxia,
what vague and ominous fears darken
my. future prospects | How frightful
is this new eourse of life into which I
am about to enter, without any know-
ledge of the world, and without friends
to direct me with their advice !”
~ While thus speaking, Mademoiselle
de la Valliere traversed, in tears, the
desolate apartments of the castle. She
stopped in the chamber of her mo-
. . ther,



EA VALLIERE. ° '35

ther, and there her tears flowed afresh.
She threw herself on her knees before
_the bed in which her mother breathed
_ her last—that nuptial bed, which, du-.
ring more than a century, was never
~profaned, and which had witnessed
-several generations rise and pass away ! -
" From thence, Mademoiselle de la Val~
liere passed into the cabinet where she
herself had always slept. <O may
L? said she, * find elsewhere that
- sweet repose, which I 'have here expe-
rienced !” ¢ It is innocence which
alone can give it,” replied the coun- .
tess; “‘you shallevery where enjoy it.”
~ ““Tnnocence ! yes, I will presérve it
Ah! without it, how should we sup-
port life? ==
It was with that bheart-rending
sorrow which is experienced on aban-
‘doning our country, that Mademoi-
selle de 1la Valliere bade adieu to the
chateau of her ancéstors., In tear-
ing herself from this dear solitude, the
' o B A depo-
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depository of her sweetest recollec-
tions, it appeared to her as if she were
about to be exiled into a foreign land.
When passing the draw-bridge, she
put her head out at the carriage win-
dow, and, casting a last look upon the
front of. the chateau, * Adieu! ve-
nerable mansion !’ cried she. *“ Adieu?!
sweet security ! adieu! tender”and -
‘disinterested friendship ! adieu! frank-
ness, candour, truth! Inestimable
~ blessings ! I leave you here—I leave
you—and I only carry with me fears
too well founded, mournful regrets,
- and sad presentiments !”. . ...
~ The two friends set out the follow-,
ing day in the afternoon. They slept
at Tours ina Splelldld inn called the
King’s Arms.. -Mademoiselle de la
Valliere found upon the chimney-
~ piece of her chamber a leaf of anéws-
paper, which, carelessly unfolding,
: her eyes fell upon an article, whxch.
% ; caught
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caught her-attention.. It was as fol-'

.lows
- ¢ His Majesty, Who remains con=-

‘stantly in the camp before Dunkirk,,
afforded last Monday a new proof of

that courage, magnanimity, and good-

ness, which so eminently characterise

him. ~ Whilst the king was on horse-
- back, attended only by the Marshal
de Noailles, he perceived a French sol-
dier struggling in the midst of a troop
of drunken English. Immediately the

king flew to rescue the soldier from
 the ccruelty of these islanders, who
appeared bent on killing him. They

attempted to' resist "the king, whom’
they knew not, and whose language:

they did not understand. . One of them

drew his sword, and made a stroke at -

theking. Marshal de Noailles would
have shot him at that instant, had not
the-king prevented-it; and parried off

the sword of the Englishman with as
B 6 much .
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- much coolnéss as address. At the
same instant, an officer of that nation
coming up, and callmg out to them
that it was the king of France, they
immediately dl_spgrsed. The French
soldier, whosé life the king thus saved -
at the risk of his own, was grievously,
but not mortally wounded. = His ma-
Jjesty, with his own hands, made him-
a ‘handsome present, while he extol-
led the courage which he had dis-
played -

- This, narrative feehngly interested.
the. mind of Mademoiselle de la Vals -
. lievés ““ Alas 1 said she, “ had my
: g}jmd‘ fathe‘r been now living, what °

emotions would he not have felt at
this ‘heroic trait of character! He
‘would have repeated, with truth, that
our sovereign. is the worthy grandson_

of the cleat Herry P oi o

~  On saying this, she again took up;
“the paper; and read it over again.—.
i : o dhe
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The next morning she rose early to- .
'breakfast before again setting out on.
her journey. On entering into the °
saloon where Madame Themine wait-
ed for her, she perceived a full- length
portrait of the King, arrayed in his ‘
royal robes. Although this picture
was far from being perfect, it yet ex-
hibited a pretty striking likeness, and
~was delineated with taste. Mademoi-
selle de Ia Valliere had long wished to
see a picture of the King ; she recol-
lected the article she had read in the
newspaper, which gave to her curio-
sity the mosthvely interest.. She ap-
proached the picture, and gontem-
plated, with the greatest emotion, this
. fine and magestic figure, in all the
gaiety of youth. Mademoiselle de la
Valliere remained immoveable before
the picture, forgetful alike of Madame
de Themine and the breakfast. It was
the first_time her eyes had been ri-
‘ etéd ’
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veted on the face of a man; but she
examined only the expression of the
~ countenance, which was full of dig--
nity and sweetness, and she flattered
herself that the mind of' the original
was in-perfect unison with her own.
During the remainder of the jour-
ney, nothing remarkable occurred. =
They arrived at Paris towards the end
of Lent, in the first days of the Holy-
week. Madame de Themine was now
obliged to resign her friend to the
care of the Maréchale de Bellefonds,
nearly related to the mother of Made-’
moiselle de la Valliere. It was agreed "
that the latter, previous to her pre-:
sentation at court, should: pass eight
days at the house of the Maréchale,
in order to receive from her some pre--
liminary instructions. The Maré-
chale was 1ot then-at Paris ; she haa’
gone to the convent of Chaillot, in-
order to remain retired, according to

the
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the custom of that age, all the Holy-
week and that of Eastel
« The Maréchale caused it to be in-
timated to Mademoiselle de la Val-’
liere, that she would receive and ad-
mit her to a share in her retreat, and,
two days after her arrival at Paris, the:
countess conducted Mademoiselle de
la Valliere to Chaillot, and, after pre-
senting her to the Maréchale, bade
her adieu, and quitted her, in order
to return to her own province. This
separation plunged Mademoiselle de
la Valliere into the most profound
grief; she lost the only friend she had
in the world, and the new kinswoman,
“who became her Mentor, could nei-
ther console her,"nor even soften her
chagrin. ;
The Maréchale de Bellefonds, who:
was in her thirty-fifth year, possessed.
neither wit nor taste; to an insensi--
ble heart, she superadded the most’
é cokd

2



0. .
40, LTHE DUCHESS OF

cold and repulsive manners: as she
-could not arrogate any superiority
from her personal charms, she boast-
-ed only of her birth and fortune; she
mistook the attentions which were
paid to her rank, as a proof of her
merit, and this species of error secur-
ed her from envy. In courts, the ho-
~mage bestowed on persons who have
attajned elevated situations, appears
to originate from public approbation,’
and sufficiently gratifies those indivi-
duals, who have never -experienced
the pleasure which springs from the
applause of the virtuous and discern-
ing few. The Maréchale de Bellefonds
would have thought it very singular,
that any one should #ttach more value
to the pleasure of being esteemed by
a small select circle, than to the glory
of being distinguished by princes of
the royal family, in presence of the
whole court,  Influenced by such
: sentiments,
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sentiments, she never suspected that
an amiable person might have over
* her some advantage. In public fes-
tivals, had she not been distinguished
by queens, and placed near them,
whilst Madame de Sevigné remamed
unnoticed in the crowd ?

The Maréchale received Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere, with a cold polite-
ness; she did not even evince, on her
introduction, that natural curiosity
which resembles a kind of interest,
and which the first sight of a young
and handsome person never fails to
inspire. To be received at first with
indifference, is more disagreeable than
the scrutinizing glance of the keenest
observer can ever prove embarrassing.
Neglect is more hateful, particularly
during youth, than the most prying
examination. The self-love of Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere, was not of-

“fended ; this fngld apathy, however,
anuICd
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- injured her feelings. Instead'of find-
ing a protectress, as she had fendly
flattered herself, - she found .only a
stranger, superlatively indifferent to
her interests. The attention of the
Maréchale, was only excited towards
princesses and women of an elevated
rank ; in her estimation, all others
‘were unworthy of notice. Never-
theless, she could not be accused of
being imperious, or of exacting much
attention. - Although not wanting in
- .respect to her superiors and equals,
she never, however, exerted herself to
please: as for her inferiors, she deign-
ed not to notice them : had her cham-
ber been crowded with persons of low
rank, she would have acted with as
 much indifference, as if she had been
alone, and there had been no wit-
nesses to her actions: but neither on
her part did she require any thing

from them: those whom she regarded
as

G
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as her inferiors, not attracting her -
“attention, enjoyed in her presence an
unbounded freedom; their eonduct
and «liscourse being to her perfectly:
indifferent.  In short, her absurdities
were so ridiculous, and committed
with so much simplicity and hones-
ty, that they excited surprise rather
than indignation; for neither in the
expression of her ideas, nor the indul-
gence of her whims, did she ever give
offence. She put some unconnected
questions to Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere, but waited not for any replies ;
afterwards . for: fonn sake, she-gave -
her much ‘general advice as to her
behaviour at court, that is, Tespect- -
ing the iniportance of paying a due
attention to étiquetté She did not,
indeed,: enter into any detail upon
this” head, for she glavely affirm-
ed” tha’c a knowledge of it could
only be obtained by habit and ob--
servation.
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servation. She particularly ineulca-

- ted to Mademoiselle de la Valliere, the
necessity of preserving an imperious.

—silence. Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
immediately profited by this advice,

for she fell into a profound reverie;

the Maréchale, who was busily en-

gaged in embroidering, having ex-

‘hausted the subject, ceased any lon-
- ger to support the conversation: it
was only after the lapse of an hour,
that, accidentally raising her eyes,
she perceived that Mademoiselle de
la Valliere was still present ; without
expressing any astonishment at her
silence, she proposed to pay a visit to
the prioress of the convent, and Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere, pleased at
the interruption of such a téte-a-téte,
- bastened to comply. Having never
"lcft_ the chateau of hex parents, this

~ was the first time she had been in the
interior of a convent. The deep si-
; © lence

<
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lence and devout calm of this house,
were in unison with her character,
and the reception which she received
from the nuns, was so full of mild-
ness and complaisance, as sensibly to
affect her. On leaving the prioress,
she returned into the church, in which
she had paid her devotions on enter-
g into the house; she required com-
posure — wanted meditation. After
having spent half an hour in the
church, she found herself in a vast
cloister, whose open arcades looked
towards a cemetery, the midst of
which there issued from a fountain of
white ma,rble a pure and limpid
stream, that ﬂowed gent]y around the .
tombs. The murmuring of the wa-
ter had something in it striking in
this asylum of the dead ; it was night,-
and the imperfect light of a clear
moon gave still greater effect to this

‘ melancho]y seene; Mademoiselle de
]a' :
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la Valliere, regarded it with interest,
as she walked slowly through the
cloisters. ‘It is here,” said she, it
is pleasant to muse on death; I love
to contemplate these tombs, they re-
cal to my mind a happy immortality.
Thosewhorepose beneath thosestones,
enjoyed, likewise, during their life, un-
. interrupted repose; they had no uncer-
tainty respecting the present, nor ap-
prehensions for the future ; they were
the creatures of their own happiness.
In this respectable retreat, nothing is
subject to change; allis durable; eternal
asvirtueand truth ;—here;time rolls on
unperceived ; ithrings no vicissitudes;
it produces no unlooked-for events;
it has lost the power to surprise ;—it
cannot be feared ; it conducts to the
end ; it overturns not vain projects;
it realizes sublime hopes ; it terminates
existence, without abridging the'des-
tinies ; the duration of a single day
> is
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is here the image of a whole life; at
whatever moment death arrives, they -
are ready ; they have nothing more
to do ; they possessed sufficient know-
ledge; they fulfilled their destiny.—
For us, homicidal and fugitive time
is invested with a murderous scythe
and wings; here it is under the most
noble characters; we see it majestic
 and immutable; we, identify it with
eternity ! But will these reflections
be useless? will they produce no
fruit? I am going into a dangerous
abode, where vanity, agitation, and
tumult only prevail, and providence
has conducted me to this mansion of
peace. I have lived eighteen years;
the future is still before me; I may,
like these holy women, also fashion
myself; assuredly I may be able to
acquire all the knowledge necessary to
the due performance of those duties
which such a situation requires. Shall

4 I em-
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I embrace it instantly, and in its ut-
most extent ? I should always remain
tranquil, pure, and virtuous! What.
weakness to hesitate ! what should I
sacrifice ? not friendship,—alas! only
a frivolous curiosity : death and ab-
sence have already separated me from
all those who are dear to me.—
Far from regretting pleasures which
cannot satisfy the heart, I should
applaud myself for having ‘never
_ known the joys of pride. Can they be
tasted without corrupting the heart?
and, if we despise them, how insup-
portable must be the constraint and
pain of yielding to the customs and
etiquette of the world. Wherefore,
then, sheltered from its dangers and
temptations, shall I leave thxs happy
retreat, to embark, with fear, without
a guide, and without ambition, upon
a tempestuous ocean? Ah! remain
here ; a voice divine whispers to me;
3 5 mn
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1R secret that 7 am called; ought o
to resist this sudden - inspiration ? .
But the will of my mother ! the place
she obtained for me, the project of
marriage she formed, and on which
she requested me to reflect ma-
turely ;—in short, the astonishment
this hasty resolution would produce
in my family! She resolved
“not to act in this affair with 'preci}Jii
“tation, 2ad only to put her design in
execution after tie most mature de--
liberation. e
Wholly occupled With thls 1dea, 1t‘
recurred to her, at night, in a dream,
which she always remembered, and
of which a detail is given in her let-
ters*. She thought that, weeping
and flying from a dangerous object,

#.See the Life of Madame de la Vallicre,
proﬁxed to a sermon, delivered at her pro-
Aessxon, by Bouscuet

VOL: 1. C she

>
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she sought refuge in a church; be-
lieving herself still pursued, she looked
around her with terror, when she per- .
ceived a railed gallery : suddenly ‘the
rails opened, and a majestic figure ap-
peared in the shade, raising its hands,
and pomtmg to a long wveil, of daz-
zling whiteness : a voice was heard, at
the same instant, pronouncing these
words :—*“ Conceal yourself under
this weil ; it is here only you witd
Jind peace and secyrity.” Shéawoke,
Jethed in fars.  Although her me-
ditations in the cloisters had natu-
rally produced this dream, she.was
_ sensibly affected by it, and regarded
it as prophetic: the same day she
committed an acecount of it - to
writing. . §

In about eight or ten days, the
Maréchate quitted Chaillot, in order

{0 conduct Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere
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iere to Saint Germain. On taking
Teave of the good nuns, to whom she
> was already much attached, she was
extremely affected, and might easily
have been persuaded to ﬁx herself
among them for the remainder of her
life. 'The world would at that time
" have termed it a foolish action; never-_

theless, it would have saved Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere ten years of mis=

takes, of cruel auffermgq, and of well

merited 1eploach :

On the road to Saint (rermam
Mademoiselle de la Valliere experi-
enced great uneasiness, ‘which was
the more pdmful because she had no
~ one in whom she could confide. The
idea of béing presented at court con-
veyed considerable terror to her
mind : notwiths.tanding the praises
she had heard bestowed on the ta-
lents and' manners of Madame, she
_fézired, her ex;tfeine]y. A young pei-

4 o SON,
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son, the least susceptible of flattery,

. and who has little experience;, is al-.
ways anxious respecting the judg-

- ment of those she regards with dread.
Mademoiselle de la Valliere had re-
presented to herself Lewis XIV. un-
‘der the most majestic and intei‘esting
form ; she had an ardent desire to be-
hold him, and at the same time she -
feared him not.

On her arrival at Saint Germain,and
after remaining longer at her toilette
than ever she had done before, Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere was present-
ed to Madame, and all the royal fami-
ly, except the king, who was hunting

{at Compiégne, from which he did not
return until the following evening.
' Mademoiselle de la Valliere was
very successful on her presentation ;
she received from the queen and the
ptincesses a reception which charmed
her ; tndeed she could never have ap--
' appeared

C
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peared at court under more favoura-
~ ble circumstances, for the king be-
* ing, absent, they found Vthemselves
‘unemployed, and the entrance of a
young, beautiful, and modest stran-
ger, by furmshmg a subject of con-
versation, was, on that account alone, ;
received with good will. In courts,
timidity, in those of an advanced age, -
is always mistaken for awkwardness;
but eVen there it is thought becom-
ing in those ‘of an early age: the
most affable princes always WlSh to
be regarded with respect, and are se-
cretly flattered by the embarrassment
they inspire : I hayve not unfzequently
observed the smile by which they
endeavour to reassure the timid ; and
even this smile, although always gra{-
cibus and benign, never fails to
evince how much they are impressed
with a sense of their.ow vast supe-
rlouty r ‘
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Itis more particularly in courts that
* pride, stripped of the repulsive forms,
which are natural to it, knows how
to assume the most pleasing appear-
ance; it is there that it often displays
itself under the garb of indulgence
and affability, and it:is this which
long e\penence alone can enable us
to discern. :

. Mademoiselle de 1a Valhere was
enchanted w1th Madame. Henrietta
of England was, indeed; one of the
most distinguished personages of this
brilliant court. She possessed a great
portion of animation and beauty,
mingled with oalety, frankness, and
the most engaging graces of manner.
But frankness, that valuable quality,
is frequently productive of inconve-
nience to persons of high rank. Tt
was accompanied with no indiscre-
fion in Madame. ~No woman ever
knew better how to keep a ‘secret,

but, at the same ‘time, no _princess
could
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- could ever less dissemble her aversion
or disgust. 'With so much sincerity,
" it is impossible not to appear fre-
quently unequal to others ; it is even
a quality which, when acted upon i
the extreme, true wisdom would con-
demn ; for real goodness of heart in-
duces us to endure, without an effort,
things which cause so much to those
who do not possess the same petfec-
tion of character. Madame had the
reputation of possessing, at the same
time, great madesty, and a love of
truth.  She spoke ingenuously of her
defects, and acknowledged her errors
with a candour mingled with charms;,
but, hitherto, nothing had wounded
her vanity. Generally admired, and
surrounded by enthusiastic adorers,
she enjoyed even a still more glorious.
advantage; she possessed the confi-
dence and friendship of the king.
All the world did justice to the purity

4 =



$6. MHE DUCHESS OF

of their connexion, though it was in-
timate, and thouvh the king appeared
pleased to render 1t more striking, by
the most amiable,gallantry.” It was
frequently remarked to Madame, that
the kind of sentiment and impas-
sioned“admiration' which the king
displayed towards her, would for'ever
‘secure himagainsta real attachment to
any other object.  This she believed,
and the illusion flattered her too
- strongly to part with it, without the
most violent anguish. = The self-love
of  amiable and sensible: princes is
neither stnkmo nor visible, while
_every thing prospers: vanity is only
tr oublesome to 'others, when 1t is
alarmed ; and its perfect security may
have the dppearance of modestv.
How should it shew itself, when fu]ly
gratified, and safe from all opposition?
Madamc encouraged her friends not

to disguise from hel the 1mpe1fectxons
they
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:they thoucrht she possessed She
even knew them herself, but she was
1onoxant of the inconveniences and
‘ consequences which might result
from them. Princes are too often
- told, that‘there is something engaging
-even in their faults and this flattery
they 1mp11c1tly believe. 'Théir con-
fessions, in this respect, have there-
fore little merit ; and the truth, which,
under such circumstances, is spoken
to them, is without danger. While
she assumed the tone and expressions i
of pretended ‘modesty, Madame was
. desirous of every where obtaining the
most distinguished preference. She
never 1maormed that this claim was
an ardent desire, ins plred by pride,
‘but had succeeded, in persuading her-
- self, that it was a right founded n
Justlce !
Mean whlle Mademmselle de Ia»

Valhere transported to. so brilliant,
% cd and ,
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and for her so novel a theatre, was
remarked, not only for the graces of
her figure, but for the air of sadness,
dlffused over her whole person;, and
_Whlch rendered more striking  the
mourning dress she still wore. Her
sorrow for the death of her mother,
.~ and'her habitual melancholy, 1nstead
‘of diminishing, had increased since
she came to court.  Grief may find
‘some relief in a certam novelty of .
objects When they are in harmony
with it, ‘but it is irritated by con-
: tra.sts. “Mademoiselle de la Valliere
“did not deceive herself, with respect
'to the marks of kindness which were
‘here shewn her, but she placed con-
fidence in those she received from
the hermits of Chaillot: there is al-
‘Ways a sympathy between the recluse
and. the afflicted; but the Iively
‘galety which our herome perceived,
‘on every side, only madg her more
- strongly

Ly
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strongly feel how much she was a
stranger to all that surrounded. her,
Having ‘hitherto lived only with per-
sons, who participated in all her sen-
timents, ‘she found herself alone in.
the'midst of a brilliant crowd : her
'aohtary situation alarmed her, and
she ‘bitterly regretted the loss of the-
soft consolations,. and compassmnate
tenderness of friendship. :
The return of the king, who: had‘
been absent for two days, was anxi~
ously expected by all the court. - He:
arrived at last. He first wvisited. the .
queen mother; and, in half: an hour
after, waited on Madame: The two
folding doors were thrown. open:.
‘the king was. announced.. Made-
moisellede la. Valliere, who was situ-
ated in a corner, behind some of her
gcompanions; 10s€ hastll}, and ad-
vanced to view the king. Madame
observed. her emotion, smiled, called
: : c6 to
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~to her, and presented her to his ma-
jesty. More moved than intimidated,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere ventured .
to lift up the finest eyes in the world.
Her soft and expressive glance met
the eye of :the King. She— blushed,
and hastened to remove.
oo Lewis XIV. was not the most
diandsome man of his court, but, in-
dependently of his rank, he was the
niost “remarkable. He had . some-
thing striking in his air and counte-
nance. His grave and dignified phy-
siognomy- 1mplessed respect, but every
Jook was gracious. . A penetrating
and melancholy 1'egar_d, a smile full of .
softness and delicacy, gave ta all his
features an interesting expression.—
Though his education had been neg-
lected, his mind was both solid and
extensive, his feelings were pure, and
~his ideas just. He wrote ill, because
he seldom took up the pen but; at the.
same
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same time, no person spoke so well ;
and he was extremely fond of the
conyersation of men of letters, pro-

_vided"-'theyl divested themselves of

affectation and. pedantry. Greatness
of mind, and rectitude, were the. qua-
lities which ‘eminently distinguished
him.  Splendour. enchanted him, but
it was virtue that won his soul.—

No prince better understood how to .

unite a taste for noble and delicate
amusements, with grace and dignity,
in public affairs. In the cabinet, he
astonished, by his wisdom, and by

‘the elevation and justness of his views.
‘He commanded the admiration of

foreigners; by the majesty of his ap-
SUeLs) - vy 5ty P
pearance in at public audiences and

fetes. 'He charmed, in private par-

ties, by the infinite delight his con-
versation afforded, and by his ini-
mitable manner of narration. His
great soul profoundly felt all the sub-

Lmity

J
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Bimity of leh‘glon ‘He ‘was:sensible -
‘how ‘much ‘it contributes to pubhc
happiness, ‘and how wuseful it is to
those who govern. No‘twnthstandmg
the ‘ardour ‘of “his - passions, and his
‘taste for pleasure, 'he ‘never failed to
devote, ‘at Jeast, erght héurs of each
‘day to'labour. At twenty, he wished
“to-replace’a prime minister, informed:
‘and laborious,’ though he had to sur-
‘mount all the -disgust and trouble,

which ‘ignorance could add to the:
‘burthen ofaffairs ; and hisy perseverance
in this respect never relaxed. for
more than half' a century. His affa-
‘bility, which. was great, has not been.
‘sufficiently commended, because he:
“wanted. a certain familiarity of tone
‘and manner, ‘which: serve to render
“that quality more apparent, and often:
“make it ‘be presumed, where it does
‘not exist. He added to his disposition-

“t0 oblige, a splendour and majesty,

which
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Which ‘confounded it with' grandeur
and sometimes ‘with grace and 'ele-
" gance. All the ‘ingenious phrases
attributed to him, dre distinguished
by a perfect gener’osny, and what
good ‘dctiotis “could ‘surpass ‘the ‘in-
‘teresting” establishments of the Tnva-
lids atid Sairit Cyr? ’Flnally, ‘he pos-
sessed ‘a feeling heart: ‘he ‘enjoyed -
the 'happmess which power ‘renders
almoét ‘always doubtful, and often
‘destroys.  He was beloved on his
‘own account. This prince has been
reproached with excessive pride, be-
‘cause ' no soverelgn ‘was ever more
‘praised. “But was ‘it ‘a fault in him,
that “he inspired the greatest enthu-
“siasm. ‘A king, whose reign is splen-
‘did, " cannot ptevent men of Ietters-
from celebrating his greatness and
‘his glory, except by testifying: dlS-
“dain for the’ ‘homage they bestow.—
But could he do thlS ? Ought he to
have -
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ihave done it ? Henry IV. far from
repressing the praises of Malherbe,
- applauded his verses. - Why is it de--
sired, that’ Lew&s XIV should have .
imposed sxlence on the great poets of
his age, or, th,at he should have Te-
ceived, with indifference, the euloo'les
of Cotneille, Moliere, Quinault, Ra- ’
. cine, and Boileau? It is known that
he never  allowed: those - who . ap-
proached him to praise him .in his
presence ; and that, in private, he
always shewed a-real contempt for
flattery.

Mademoiselle de la Valliere retum-
ed to her seat behind her companions,
where she remained, in a state of re-
verie, during the whole evemng—-
She heard not the conversation
around her, but she hstened to the
'kn}o- When he went away, she re-
collected all he had said, and, in par-

ncular, called to mind his look.—
3 : Could
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Could she forget that sympathetic
regard the first that had met her
“ eyes since the departure of ber friend.
The king, on his part, was struck -
with the noble and interesting figure
*of Mademoiselle de la Valliere. Next
day he looked for her, but could not
perceive ‘her. - She, howevet, saw
‘him: she was in her usual place—
always aside, always silent and re-
served : there she remained, without
design, but not without trouble, wish-
ing only to hear and see the king.
A new sentiment, of which she had :
not even an idea, began to diffuse a
vague astonishment over her mind.
Indecisive and unsettled, she acted
altogether mechanically, and by habit. -
No reflection enlightened her. Her
chaste mind ‘bore no distinct image
of the king; but every morning she
wished for evening, that she might

Join the circle at Madame s, particu-
larly :
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lasly on those days which Madame
- devoted to those private ‘parties, in
which the king spent all the evehing.
It 15, indeed, easy to cenceive, that
without any particular motive of per-
sonal interest, that much pleasure
- would be found in a company, which
frequently consisted of the Count de
Guiche, the most brilliant nobleman
of the court———his friend, the Mar-
quis de Vardes, who joined to great
flexibility of character, singular ac-
cuteness of mind——the Duke de
Roquelame, celebrated for his bon
mots, and his gaiety——the Duké de
la Rochefoucault, who, amidst the
~tumult of eamps, or the intrigues of
a court, could observe with delicacy,
and meditate profoundly—DBenserade,
an amiable poet—the Count de Bussy
Rabutin, a satirical writer and cour-
tier, ‘equally witty and flattering
the Count de Gramont, who, by the
originality
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originality of his follies, and a levity
full of grace, obtained pardon for
- manyerrors——the Duke de Lawzun,
whose character and adventures were
equally romantic—the great Condé¢,
who, uniting to all the qualities of a
hero, information no less various than
extensive, and all the agreeable man-
ners of a man of the world, could
charm at once the Jearned men, and
the ladies of the assembly———the
Countess of Saissons, intriguing and
ambitious, but attractive by her
graces—Mademoiselle de Montpen-
sier, who, for her spirit and courage,
was worthy of being the grand-
daughter of Henry IV. and who was,
perhaps, the only princess that ever
Joined the most austere manners to
mental enthusiasm, and the braver&r
of an amazon—the Princess Palatine,
whose superior mind, talents, and
virtues, the greatest of our ‘orators
: “has
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“has praised in a manner so sublime—
the amiable Countess of Bregi, who
has left us such beautiful verses
Madame de Sevigné, Madame de la .
Fayette, and Mademoiselle de Scu-
dery, frequently admitted to the par-
ties of Madame. :
Madaemoiselle de la Valhele sald to
_herself; it was very natural the con-
versation of persons so distinguished
should afford her the highest interest,
espec1ally ‘when they were animated
by the presence of the king, and the
desire of pleasing him.. One even-
ing, when the king hunted in the fo-
rest of Saint Germain, the circle at
Madame’s was small, but composed
of the most agreeable personages.
Mademoiselle de la Vallicre, howe-
ver, was inattentive, and listened to
" noone, until Benserade observed that
Saint Germain was really an enchant-
ed spot. ““ Yes,” replied Mademoi-
. selle
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Seue de Scudery, « p1ov1ded the en-
chanter is present o i

This explessmn excited ‘a strange.

sensation in the breast of ‘Mademoi-
selle de Ia Valliere : it explained to
her the nature of that secret feeling
which before she did not well under-
stand: but, still wishing to pel suade

herself that the sentiment which en= °

gaged her mind was only a common
opinion, she said to herself, Every
one thinks as I do.” From that day,
however, an indefinite disquiet and
melancholy was mingled with her
admiration for the king. She was
restless in his absence, for she durst
not venture to fix her imagination on
him. His presence plunged her into
a profound melancholy, and when
she ceased to see him, she trémbled
to be alone. - As'if she had reason to
reproach herself, she expetienced an
astonishment, a kind of internal dis-

: trust,

°
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trust, Whlch resembled remerse.  In
thxs manner did that love, which was
to cost heriso many tears, begm t0y
shew 1tself in her heart by painful
agitations and c1uel anx1etnes . Fhe
king would never have made thIS
dangerous and deep -impression on
her heart, had he been dlstmgulshed '
_ from all other men merely by his ap-
pearance, his engaging qualities, and
the superiority of his mind ; but she
remarked in him an active and deli-
cate g€11€1051t}, which was always
uniform : that generosity she delight-
ed to trace in his actions, thr oucrh all
its shades. Nothing of this sort es- -
capes observing love. “Blind to faults,
that p'lSSlOll 1s qulck -sighted, in dis-
covering even the germs of those vir-
tues, which may serve for its justifi-
cation. . Madenroiselle de la Valliere -
admired the respectful affection of
Lewis for the queen mothel his
4 " friendship
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friendship, his constantly mdulgenb
and generous conduct towards Mon-
sieur ; his deference and respect for -
the young queen; his attentions to
the princes of the blood; his desire

- to please; his graceful ease with his
 friends ; his mildness towards his ser-

vants, and his general benevolence.—
Mademoiselle de la Valliere contem=

- plated him with rapture, when he ad-

dressed the chiefs of the T'ronde, with

his natural affability, and when he
conversed with the great Condé, on
the events of that war, with as much
good nature, as if it had not been
carried on against him. This kind
of sublime generosity Is, indeed, one
of those traits which best paint the
greatness of character and amiable

_disposition of this prince. It was ap-

parent to all, the moment the trou-
bles were appeased. Then the most
flattering homaoc a sovereign could

receive



72 . THE DUCHESS 0¥
_receive was bestowed upon him.—
Gratitude and admiration, desirous
- of eternizing his magnanimous _cle~
mency, struck, on crold and silver
: medals, the figure of an eagle, hold-
ing in his claws a caduceus and an
~olive branch, with: this “motto :—
There is neither gall nor spleen in
celestial minds. :
Next to the king, of all the royal
family, the young queen most at-
tracted ' the attention of Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere. There was no=-
thing striking in the figure of that
princess, but the most engaging gen-
tleness was painted on all her features :-
‘and is not that august-expression,
particulai‘ly for a queen, the first of
‘all charms > The queen, who was a
timid and affectionate wife, ap-
peared to Mademoiselle de la- Val-
liere equally interesting, on account

of her character and hel sentiments.
Therc
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There is no sympathy more real than
that which exjsts between persons
who are at once sensible and timid.
The queen distinguished Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere; who was too re-
served to approach hermajesty. She
remarked her affability, but did not
venture to profit by it. P
- Madame was fond of literature, and
it is well known that the works of Ma--
demoiselle de Scudery had then great
reputation at court. They exhibit,
however, only ideal pictures; they
do not even paint love, but they al-
ways speak of it. = Her style was pure
and noble ; her writings abound with
fine sentiments and ingenious ideas,
which could not fail to please ele-
vated minds, and delicate tastes.
Mademoiselle de la Valliere wished to
become acquainted with the novels
which formed the constant subject of
conversation. . That course of read-
HOL. I D ing
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ing impressed her with only one
false idea ; but that was the most dan-
ETOUS ONC a young person could en-
tertain.  She was led to believe, that
a tender passion was an inevitable
and invincible sentiment; and that,
in subjugating the heart, it could not
: mislead it : as if it were possible that.
* a person should at once be full of at-
‘tractions, irresistible, supreme, and
destitute of all effect! She was in-.
structed, by these novels, to conceal -
with care the unhappy secret of a
love, contrary to duty, and fly with.
courage from the object that inspired
~ jt; but an effort more troublesome,
that of conquering a rising inclina-
‘tion, was dispensed with ; for it was a.
maxim, that a real love could not be
overcorae. The religious sentiments
which were engraven in the heart of
our heroine, combated ideas so con-

trary to sound morality, and, at her-
4 age, _
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age, it'was remarkable that she should
resist the entire-adoption of so con-
‘veniént a sys'tem In her situation,
however, it was a great mxsfortune“
that shie did not perceive all its fal—"
sity ‘and ‘danger. = :

Among the young ladies, distin-
guished by their beauty, who attended -
the court, Mademoiselle Charente,
and Mademoiselle de” Pons*, were "
particularly remarked. The latter, a
lively witty coquette, was ambitious
of attracting the attention of the
king. Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
notwithstanding her 'inexperience,
was the enly person who noticed this
attempt; and she discouraged the
advances of Mademoiselle de Pons,
who’ appeared to desire her friend- *
ship. She’ connected herself, how-

# Afterwards Countess of Hendicourt, and
the friend of Madame Maintenon.

D2 ever,
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ever, with a much more dangerous
person, Mademoiselle d’Artigni, who, :
destitute of external charms; had.all
the vices, which, in society, and par-
ticularly in a court, are capable of
being passed off, for a time at least,
as amiable qualities. Extreme flexi-
bility of charicter gave her the ap-
pearance of gentleness and equani-
“mity. Excessive ambition rendered
her capable of a regularity of con-
duct, and an assiduity in the duties
of her situation, which was attributed °
to the perfection of Ter reason. Thus
a good reputation may be usurped by
the artful management of defects, but
it cannot be long preserved by such
means. The preference which Made-
moiselle de la Valliere gave to Made-
moiselle d’Artigni, was founded on
the best motives; but those motives
‘proceeded from an error in her judg-
ment, the consequences of which were

very

i)
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very disastrous. Young persons, who,
hike Mademoiselle de la Valliere, wish
to form none but virtuous connexions,
ought to seek, ought to cultivate
frlenushlps only with those of a riper
~age. They are ‘enabled to judge of
persons advanced in life, before they
know them; for esteem, lono- ac-
quired, 1s almost always well found-’
ed,

Durmg the journey from Tontum
bleau, in one ofgthe finest evenings
of summer, as the king was walking

-on the terrace of the castle, he ob-
served, at a distance; four young
ladies, who, after crossing the par-
terre, hastened to enter the shrub-
bery. It was too dark to recognize
them, and the king experienced that
sort of curiosity, which, with princes,
is often the offspring of indolence or
ennui. He desired BermOhen to fol-
low him, and proceeded to the grove,

D3 where -

»
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- where the'young ladies, seated on the
verdant ‘turf, were engaged in dis-
course. The subject of their con-
versation was a fete, given on the
evening before, by- Madame, at which
the king, -and 'some gentlemen of the
- court, had danced.. Concealed by
the foliage, the king and Beringhen
listened attentively to this conversa-
tion. They were discussing the merits
‘of the dancers:- one said the Marquis.
d’Alincour (aftemds Marshall-"de
Villeroi, ) was the most elegant and
agreeable ; another gave the prefer-
ence to M. d’Armagnac, and the third
declared for Count de Guiche. The
fourth remained silent; the others
_pressed her to give her opinion: the
softest and most touching voice was
then heard.—¢ Is it possible,” said -
she, ¢ that any body can take notice
of those you have mentioned, when

the kmo is present P7-== O ! thenit is
‘" necessary
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necessary to be a king to please you!”
---‘“No; his crown adds nothing to
the charms of his person, but it dmn-
nishes the danger of those charms.
He would be too irresistible, were he
not a king ; that is, at least, some
preservative against his attractions.”
Theking retired with emotion, forbid

‘Beringhen to speak of this adventure,

and returned to the castle. All night
his mind was occupied by the secret
‘he had discovered, and which so
strongly flattered his self-love. But
who was she who had preferred him

‘with so little prejudice, and so much

sinicerity 7----She must be one ‘of
Madame’s ‘maids of honour; buthow
had 'he not observed her? He was
certain he had never heard her speak,
for her enchanting voice must have
struck him.---That touching voice he
‘was sure would discover her. He
‘resolved not to look for her, but to

D 4 listen

»
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listen to all the ladies of the court. -
His ear alone would inform his heart,
and direct his vows. The next day ~
he repaired early to the assembly of
Madame: he turned his eyes towards
_ the maids of honour, and caught a
glimpse of a beautiful countenance,
_ concealed behind Mademoiselle d’Ar-
" tigni: it recalled to his mind the
voung female, in deep mourning, who
hau been presented two months ago,
of which the noble and melancholy
figure appeared to him so affecting,
and who, from that time, had been so
retired, that he had never again beheld
her. Could it be her 2 He was inclined
to believe it, and the idea conveyed
to his mind inexpressible anxiety.
During the arrangement of: the par-
ties for play, Lewis joined a groupe -
of the maids of honour: he addressed

himself to Mademoxselle de Pons, but
: his
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his eyes were fixed on Mademoiselle:
de la Valliere ;---she cast her’s down,
‘and blushed. The king advanced,
and spoke to her: she started, turn-
ed  pale, and replied to him in a
tremulous voice, but which could
not be misunderstood.---Ah ! it was
her. ;

From this moment ‘he saw only'
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, and the
delicacy and ardour of his passion aug-
mented In’ proportion to the care
~with which he endeavoured to con-
ceal it. - He took every opportunity
to .acquire information, respecting
the object of his affection, and
all he heard only tended -more
closely to rivet his chains. Her
wit, her candour, and her genius,

- which every one admired, Jjoined
to the simplicity of her education,
all concurred to render her interest-
ing in the eyes of the monarch; and

By they
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‘they gave to her ithe appearance of
‘greater youth than the companions
of her own age. The coquetry and
“cunning of the old, may, perhaps, be
- mistaken for experience, but simpli- .
city must always be considered the
greatest ornament of youth.
On the following day the court
- returned to Saint Germain, and next
amorning the king proposed an ex-
cursion to the forest of Vincennes.
Lewis conducted himself the calash
of Madame, and Mademoiselle de la
Valliere was seated in one of the
other ‘carriages: in the wood a pa-
villion was formed, of the green
branches of trees, underneath which
the whole court partook of the re-
freshments that -were provided in
abundance. They were saluted by .-
the sound of rural music, the wood- .
nymphs and shepherds having assem-
bled around them, from -all parts,
singing
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singing , the charming couplets of
Bensearde : the shepherds presented
flowers to the ladies, and Mademoiselle
de’ la Valliere selected, from their
baskets, a_lily; when, raising her
‘eyes with timidity, they met those of
the king, who was, at that moment,
by her side, and she said, while a-
blush overspread her beautiful coun-,
‘tenance, ‘‘ this flower is likewise the
emblem of innocence.” This action,
however matural, produced, in the
mind of the king, a sad, though not
unpleasing sensation. ‘‘ Innocence!”
said he, ‘“ah! what a charm you
have given to it!” The approach of
Madame prevented any farther con-
versation, and .Mademoiselle de la
Valliere hastily dropt the lily, which
she held in her hand, into a flower-
basket that stood before her, on a
ftable, and took up a rose in its stead.
‘A moment’s reflection, however, dis--
D 6 covered

)
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covered to her the imprudence of this
concealment, and embittered her en-
Joyments for the remainder of the .
day. The company remained in ‘the
paviilion until evening, when they
went to-walk in the wood, but a heavy
shower of rain soon obliged them
to fly for shelter beneath the trees.—
~Mademoiselle de la Valliere was left
behind, and the king ‘offered her his
arm, which, far from supporting, ra-
ther retarded her faltering steps.—
Lewis promised to conduct her by
the shortest path, and this pathnever
ended, and, agitated and trembling,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere remained
silent.. ‘Her distress and surprise be-
came extreme, when, the King, taking
- advantage of such a favourable op-
portunity, made a declaration of the
sentiments with-which she had inspi-
~red him.  His p'ainful embarrassment
 equalled her emotlon but several pet-
] 3 A sons, .
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sons, in search of the king, appear-
ing from a turn in the road, he, in
_vain, urged her toanswer him.  Had
hé been more experienced, or less un-
der the influence of passion, he would
have known how to appreciate this
_silence; as it was, he remained me-
lancholy during the rest of the day.
From the known politeness of the,
“king, it created no astonishment that
~ he should have remained to conduct
Mademoiselle Valliere, or that, fora
whole hour, he should continue un-
covered,; notwithstanding the rain fell
_in torrents. Such was, at that pe-
riod, the respect paid to females in
~France, that even their enemies ad-
mitted they wereithe most gallant na-
tion of Europe. The passionate and
respectful declaration of the king, but
too sensibly affected a heart, already
prepossessed in his favour. The joy
she felt, on discovering the passion of

: the
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xhe-king,fat once convinced her of the
violence of her own, which before .
she had only regarded-as a simple pre-
ference.

“ What !” said she, ““do I rejoice -
in a triumph, the most fatal and the
most ‘criminal ! It is an unlawful
love which I inspire! and yhilst I
durst not speak, my heart glowed
with rapture! Have I-thus been able -
to forget the dignity of my sex, and
the principles which are so dear_to
me? 1 remained silent. - May I not
thus have'encouraged-a presumptuous
hope ! What will he think ! Doubt-
less he despises me !==I will this very
Taoment Tepair my error and impru-
dence! ‘Alas! at what a price ought
I not teo purchase his esteem, since it
is the only sentiment to which I can .
aspire!”, . -

The most virtuous resolutlons ‘were
‘the fruit of these reflections. For
ol some
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some days M. Valliere abstain,ed from
attending Madame, and the yo6ung
queen, which prevented the king from
renewmg a conversation nearest to -
his heart. He determined to write
to her. Ignorant that the most per-
suasive eloquenceflows from the heart,
and ‘entertaining an exalted *idea of
the abilities of M. Valliere, and of his.
own inferiority, he knew not how to
perform his task. He longed for a
‘confidant, and his'choice fell on Ben-
serade. He corrected the king’s let-
ter; or,to speak more correctly, ren-
dered 1t much worse by the substitu-
tion ‘of some spiritual phrases, and
brilliant sallies, for the language of
‘sentiment. Lewis did not confide to
Benserade the mame of his enslaver,
who supposed the letter to be in-
‘tended for Mademoiselle de Pons.—
Benserade, at the age of forty-five,
always gallant, and stlll amiable, was.
; - deeply ;
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deeply ‘ enamoured of Mademoiselle
Vallierej who, .ignorant of the nature
of his attachment;, almost. regarded
him as & father; and, in retum;for
the little seryices he rendered.her, be-
stowed on hlm her friendship and her
gratitude; - Mademoiselle Valliere re-
ceived ‘the king’s letter. :She loved !
.—and it appeared in her eyes a mas-
ter-piece of attachment and genius.
Lewis - solicited a reply—but how
could she answer such a letter? She
durst mot hope, and yet she wish-
ed to impress on his mind a favour-
able opinion of her talents. - This let-
ter was the first, and would be the
last she should write on the subject,
and she-attached. to it the greatest
importance ! In-her embarrassment,
she resolved to ‘consult Benserade,
without, however, avowing to him the
name of her lover: - In the evening

she met him at the house of Madame,
3 : : and
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and requestéd he would wvisit her the
following afternoon.. Benserade, tran-
" sported at thus obtaining an inter-
view, which he had not dared to soli-
cit, waited with the greatest impati-
ence for the hour of appointment,
when he flew to the house of M. Val-
liere, whom he found alone, and threw
himself on his knees before her, Be- .
lieving that he only meant to thank
her for the confidence she’ bestowed
on him, she smiled at such an exag-
gerated demonstration of gratitude.
I wish,” said she, ‘“ to consult you
_respecting the 'answer I should send
to a letter I have just now received.
I require parentaladvice, and shall, I
am confidént;: receive' it from your
wisdom.” ' Almost -petrified by these
. few words, Benserade rose, and seat-
ed himself on a chair, when Mademoi-
selle la Valliere, not wishing to shew
the s:gnature of the king, read the

letter

3
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détter aloud.  ‘Convinced, “from “the
-beginning; ‘that. it ‘was the ‘letter

~he had ‘composed, Benserade, who'

‘was ‘more a ‘courtier ‘than'a lover,
quickly consoled himself forthe loss of
hismistress, by refle¢tingon the advan-
tages he might ‘secure to himself by
this double confidence. When, ‘there-
fore, Mademoiselle Ta Valliere had,
‘in alow and-trembling voice, finished
reading the letter—* Now,” exclaim-
-ed-herfconfidant, ““Ihave penétrated
yoursecret. It'is the king alone who
‘could write thus !” M. la Valliere,
naturally simple, acknowledged ‘the

truth of his conjecture. ‘Bensérade

found it'difficult to compose ‘an an-
‘swer ‘to the letter that would ‘satisfy
‘Mademoiselle Valliere. - Some of the
-expressions‘were, in her opinion,’equi-
‘vocal ; but, ‘convinced ‘that the cor-
respondence would not ‘quickly ‘ter-
minate, he wished ‘her answer to'be

~ conveyed
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~conveyed in haughty and tigorous
language. . ‘Mademoiselle Valliere,
! wfh_én left ‘to herself, ‘re-perused this
answer with the greatest emotion, and
it appeared to. be written in too harsh
~and unfeeling a tone. She resolved,
therefore, not'to send aletter she her-
self had miot dictated. Is ndt arti-
fice always blameable, whatever may -
be the motive for its employment ?—
This reflection, so conformable to the
character of Mademoiselle la Valliere,
would have regulated her ‘conduct in
this affair, independently of a secrét
motive, which she durst not avow,
even to her own mind. She wrote
another letter; which she sent to Ben-
serade, requesting him to present it
to the king. ' The friend of Ma-
. demoiselle la Valliere, readily obtain-
~ed the confidence of the king, who,
~from this moment, resigned himself

entirely to his'guidance. -~
Wi : : He
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He ‘persuaded Lewis, that, unless

he could obtain a personal interview, -

he would never ‘receive a favourable

reply to his letters, He promised to
gain over to their purposes, Made-
moiselle Artigni, whose apartments
communieated with those of Made-
moiselle Valliere, The chambers ap-
proprxated to the maids of honour
‘were situated at the tap; of the cha-
teau, and it was. po:saxblc to reach
them by the roof; put even then,
they could only be entered through
the windows, Whlch .opened into a
kind of terrace; It was; bemdcs ne-

cessary -that Mademoiselle , Artigni

should leave her window open, that
through hqf apartment;, Lewis might
“pass into: that of Mademoiselle Val-
liere. The negociation for this pur-
pose succeeded : Mademoiselle Ar-
tigni' was ambitious, and when this
passion is not checked by the princi-

: ples
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ples of rél’igion' i freciuently hurries
on its votaries to the commlssxon of
‘the greatest crimes. s
About midnight, the king unqu?iét
and’ agltated “scaled the 1oof, ‘and
‘reached the terrace in safety; he
found the w1ﬂdow open, entered the
apartment of Artlgm, who conducted
him' t6 the chamber of Mademoiselle
Valliere. * She had only retired about.
a quarter of an hour, and was seated
in an arm- -chair, perusmg the King’s
letter. \ 'She' heard the door open, and,
on turning her head, she perceived
_the king ; she uttered a faint shriek,
raised herself up, and again fell back,
almost lifeless, into the chair. Lewis
threw himself at her feet :—he per-
ceived his own letter which she still
» grasped, and saw that she was occu-
pied with’ himself :—he endeavoured
to calim and re-assure hér, protesting
that his sent‘xments wele as pure as
they

1]
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they were ardent. Mademoiselle Val. -
liere replied, at first, only by a flood" -
‘of tears ; afterwards she assumed cou-
rage to reproach the king,for a teme-
rity by which she would be disho--
noured: he assured her his visit
would' remain a secret, and promised,
on his honour, to take no step which "
might discover it without her own'
consent © in short, he questioned her:
respecting the sentiments he had in-
spired, butshe refused, with firmness, -
the confession he solicited ; he in-*
farmed her, he had overheard the noc-
turnal conversation in ‘the wood, on'
which she covered her face with her:
hands, and her tears‘a(giain flowed in
abundance: - The delicacy and res-
pect, evinced by the monarch, at
length somewhat re-assured her; when
Artigni entered to inform them; ‘that
day already appear ed soon after Wthh'\

the king departed.: :
Next
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Ne\:t morning, the Duchess de.
Navailles, governness to the maids of
‘honour; was informed, by the centinel,
that, dwring the night; he had per-:
ceived a man upon the terrace, which
led to the apartments of the Mesde-
moiselles. Valliere and d’Artigni; on
which she immediately ordered ‘their-
‘windows to be grated. Themanners
of- Madame. Navailles were austere, .
but her reputation was spotless; she
possessed so much self-love, that she
made virtue a. kind of merchandize ;
she was anxious: to acquire a greater,
share of personal: considegation than-
others; although her practice was in-
unison with her: prineiples, and she
could not. be accused of hypocrisy,
she might frequently be reproached '
with exaggeration, and especially an.
unbounded love of applause. In her
youth, she listened only to the dic-
tates of reho'lon and her conscience;-

but

’
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but the end she had in view, took
~ from her actions a great part of their
merit. She acted only for fame: va-
_ mity, is, perhaps, inevitable, when an
individual is destined to act a part on
the most brilliant theatre; and it is
thus that, in courts, the true end of
virtue is forgotten; it is frequently
© converted into a farce, and too often
is merely the speculation of ambition.
Mademoiselle la Valliere was terri-
fied when she saw the grates putupon
her windows, and those of her compa-
nion ; rightly judging that the sus-
picions would fall on herself, as the
age of Mademoiselle &’ Artigni would -
protect her reputation She immedi-
ately wrote to Benserade, and painted
her grief n the most lively colours;
he sought the king, and communi- ¢
cated to him the event; the Kking,
without losing 2 moment, ordered the

duchess to canse all the windows of
‘ : ; the
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the maids of honour, without excep-
tion, to be grated in the same manner,
and to niake it known, that it was
done at his express order. Obedience
to the mandate of the king could not
beevaded; and the diichiess consoled
herself by reflecting on'the prajse she
would obtain for- her care and vigi-
lance in the- dbchal’ﬂ‘f’ of herduty;
~ but this plecautlon, whlch saved thd
honour of M ademoxselle dela Valhere,
plunged her compaﬁlons into the ut-
miost distress’ahd anxiety - she heard
their cémplaints 2t their téars flow, _
and accusing'herself as the author of
all their sui’f'érmgs ‘sheé expérlenced
the most heart-rending affliction.

- In orderto-divert’ the attention of
the court from a"subjéct”which’ at-
» tracted so mmich notice, the king | pro-
posed‘to give a féte” ‘to Madame in
the gardens, dfter supper: iy
Madame, attended by‘ the whole
YO, I E court,
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court repalred at eleven oclock to
the park : the king conducted them
into the thicket, IWhere_ he had over-
heard the nocturnal conversation be-
tween M. de la Vaalliere, and her com-
panions, - She had been secretly in-
formed, by Benserade, of what; in-
_ deed, she could not doubt; that, on
her aceount alone, the féte had been
given, and in which she must have -
been confirmed on entering the
thicket. It was magnificently illu-
minated, and decorated with wreaths .
of lilies, which, at that season, are
: extrem_ly rare. She blushed, and
recalled to her recollection the branch
~of lily, which she had imprudently
" selected in the wood of Vincennes:
upon a bench of green turf were
seated the Graces, who appeared to°
be conversing together: at theirside,
was a superb decoration, representing

a mysterious temple, without inscrip-*
tion,”

€
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and without attmbutes. bhe
Gxace;s rose, and presented to the
* pripcesses, and all the ladies, branches
of lilies ; on which, one of the gates
~ of the temple was thrown. open, and
- a melodious voice was heard singing
the following couplets.

Ah ! none have loved as T can love |—

Let lovers claim their M¥RLE wreathes!
To paint a novel sentiment, -

For me a novel emblem breathes !

To Hope’s bright shrine what suppliants crowd! -
Therey vows and incénse they dispense !
T ask not Hope—far happier, I
. Adore a spotless innocence.

Majestic flower, bright Liry shine,
Let me thy fairer leaves extol!.

A loyely, tender symhbol, thos

- Shew’st all the candour of the soul.

“To Beauty’s form a beauty lend ;
Breathe all thy brilliant freshness there 5
Oh attribute of Modesty !
Adorn the o.bject of my cage.
: E2 Madame
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Madame was enraptured” by the
verses, which she imagined were ad-
dressed to herself; during the whole
evening, she was remarkably gay—
never was vanity so much gratified—
" never did an nhmaginary, or even a .
_real trjumph, produce greater intox-
ication. Whilst she was thus inflated
"by an error, the true object of the
féte endeavoured to conceal herself
in the crowd, and trembled lest any
one might divine the truth. Agitated,
confused, and restless, she received,
~ with' the most profound sensibility,
this delicate and ingenuous homage,
~whilst, at the same, time, she re-
proached herself with the excess of
her gratitude; and she dreaded to
betray herself in the midst of so many

curious and prying observers, who
she conceived might easily penetrate
into her secret. :
When once more ajone in her

3 chamber,
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chambet, she re- called with tenor '
the events of the last eight days; “it
is ,necessary to fly,” exclaimed she,
aloud, ‘it is necessary !—Surrounded
by temptatmns, ~and receiving- the
most pernicious counsels, I ouoht to
fly from my present danger, at lea st
for a time, in order to collect myse]f
to become calm, and, if possxb!e re-
flect maturely on my situation.”

The Maréchale de Bellefond was
at Saint Germain; Mad. de la Val-
liere obtained leave to pass fifteen
- days at Paris, and she set out with
the Maréchale.  Lewis, admired by
his courtiers, was deservedly beloved
by the Parisians. Duting the scar-
- city of 1662, he supplied the people
with bread, by causing a great quan-
* tity of grain to be dtstnbuted to poor
famllfes at the gate of the Louvre =

e 2 Aveof Lewis XIV.
ES He

|
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He had remitted to the people thrce
millions of taxes; he had acquired
Dunkirk ; re-established the finances;
tranquillized the minds of the people;
annihilated factions; and evinced s
much clemency and firmness in all
his measures, that his government was
_vespected at heme and abroad’; in
short,\since he held the reins of the
state, all his actions had been useful,
noble, and beneficent. Mademoiselle
de- Ta Valliere, far from finding at
Paris the forgetfillness she sought,
was still pursued by the image she
wished to erase from her memory. A
picture of the king hung in the sa-
Joon of the Maréchale; she found
this cherished imageunder every form;
in the puBlic monuments, in the.
~ squares, in the shops, and she even
retraced it daily on the’ different
coins; sculpture, painting, engraving,
Al the arts disputed the glory of
: spl multiplying

v

¢
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multiplying it; the name of Lewis
resounded continually in her ears; it
was written in every publication, and
repeated every where; in every con- -
versation, the king was always spoken
of with. enthusiﬁsm his eulogy was
pronounced at the public spectacles,
and the most amiable people of the
universe were seen applauding; with -
transport, the verses which celebrated
an adored sovereign; they even seiz-
ed, and formed the most flattering
allusions for the king. Whence could
she fly, and how forget him ?—It
could noteven be to the sanctuary of
religion; for. there public vows were
constantly offered up for his happi- -
ness and glory. -These tokens of ap-
probation and esteem were more esti-
mable than those he received in his
court, because they were more sin-
cere. Kings are only flattered m their
presence, but when the voice of an
E 4 united

3
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united people is cOntinual]y raised ta
Lless them when they are proud of
being their subjects ; these acclama-
- tions of the multitude are the just re-
ward of a well-carned renown. To
obtain such homage, is to mert iti=—
2 king knows how to reign, when he
knows"how to gain the hearts of
‘his people |—his true glory is to be
loved.

Mademoiselle de la Valliere, more
distressed than ever, wrote to her
friend, the countess of. Themine,
without, however, developing the se-
- cret of her heart; she mentioned, in
her letter, that she was unhappy, and
placed in the most dangerous situa-
tion; that she had need of her ad-
~ vice, and conjured her to come to
- her aid. . A little reassured by this
step, she remained somewhat more
-composed, by reflecting that she had

thus placed herself under the direc- -
tion
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- tion of- a faithful friend, on whose
“wisdom she could repose with the
most perfect confidence.

Benserade, however, who was’de-
puted by the king; came to urge Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere to return to
the court: he spoke in high terms of
the delicacy and purity of the king’s
sentiments, - “. Ah!” replied- Made- *
mioiselle  de la Valhere sighing, “ 1
possess only a shallow understanding,
but religion informs me, that an
adulterous passion, to which we yield,
cannot be allied to that purity of
heart of which you speak.”  He
was, not able to overcome it.” “ He
could, however, conceal it from me.”
“ He wishes to sacrifice it to your re-
pose.” ‘“ Has he told you so?” ‘“He

. wishes, if you consent to it, to oc-
cupy . himself = with your establish-
dent. . Sihe kimgl” ¢ Yes Tt
is understood that the Duke de Lan-

E5 < < goeville®
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gueville loves you ; the king intends
to’ ,pr‘bpos"e‘ him to you as a husband.”
T will never accept him. My mo-
’cher had formed for me another alli-
ance. 1 mever ‘made any ‘engage-
ment; but, if I determined to sacri-
fice my liberty, I should prefer the
husband whom my parents had se-
‘lected.”™ Mademoiselle de la Valliere
made’ this reply in- a kind of dry
manner, which was not natural to
her. This observation did not es-
cape Benserade ; but, feighing not to
remark the slight shade of chagrin
and vexation which the countenance °
and looks of Mademoiselle 'de Ta Val-
liere betrayed, he persisted in urging
her to return to Saint Germain, and ‘
she promised to depart within a few
days. The proposal of marnagc was
not an artifice: the king, in-fact,
since his interview with Mademoi-

selle de la Valhere, had conceived for
her
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her so much esteem and admiration,
that he formed, in reality, the virtu-
ous resolution of respecting her prin-
ciples, and of sacrificing his love to
her repose. This. resolution had at
first wounded the feelings of Made-
moiselle ‘de la Valliere; but, on far-
ther reflection, she perceived how
much such a scheme would exalt the .
character of the king: she trusted
there was no longer any reason to
fear him who could acquire so ma-
ny claims to her esteem and gra-
titude. This confidence completed
her ‘destruction. On’ returning to
Saint Germain, and again seeing the
king; the emotions she experienced
were rather those of sympathy and
joy, than of apprehension. His own
_ peculiar sentiments had uniformly
produced in her mind less fear than
those which she herself inspired.
Love, in the heart of a chaste and
' L E Virtuous.
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_ virtuous female, never excites those
mmpetuous passions which are pro-
- duced only by an ill-regulated ima-
gination : it does not forcibly take
_possession of the soul; but glides in-
sensibly into it; it is not transtent,
. but durable; it is so modest, and so
veiled, ‘that it appears tranquil ; it is
.so generous, that it resembles friend-
ship ; it burns not, but consumes !

--On her arrival at Saint’ ‘Germain,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere did not
re-occupy her former apartment, but
had another appropriated to her use,
much nearer to those of Madame,—
AdJolnlno to her new apartment, was
.a ruinous anti- chambex several
- chinks in the wall of s opened
. into a kind of gallery, throwgh which
~the royal family passed, on their Vi-
sits to-Madame. The king requested,
through the medium of Benserade,

that M ademmselle de la Valliere would
suﬂ'er
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through this wall.* She hesitated not
- @y comply with this request, conceiv-
-ing it would be the blackest ingrati-
tude to harbour the least distrust. of
the king. So trueis it that the mind
is never at a loss foringenious pre-
texts to sanctify its imprudence. In
short, we frequently conjure up ima- .
 ginary duties, in order to excuse the
perfoma,nce of those which are legiti-
mate. | Those who are mcapable of
abusing the confidence of others, fre-
quently endeavour to deceive them-
selves ; a sort of duplicity is always
mingled with the passions : upright-
‘mness, and the most perfect sincerity,
are the attributes of virtue alone. =
In order to avoid being surprised,
the time fixed for the meeting be-
tween the king and Mademoiselle de
la Valliere, was at day-break ; Lewis
spoke to her in a manner as noble

* An historical fact,
~and
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and affecting «as it was sincere; he
- renewed the proposition of marriage
with the Duke de Langueville, which -
Mademoiselle dela Vatliere posi tively
rejeeted. The king did not insistup-
oniit; heagain cherished hope, and
spokeonly of his ownpassion, towhich
she listened with agony, and had the
-weakness to consent that he should
,return to the same place the follow- -
ing day. ‘It was mot without re-
morse, that she consented to this se-
cond meeting : there were no more
pretexts to render it mecessary; mo
more projects of marriage to discuss:
but he had evinced sentiments so ge-
nerous, ‘and respect so 'affecti-ng ;s ‘he
talked so well on virtue !—how could
she resolve mortally to wound and
afflict him? - Twice did he revisit her
i the same manner, until the vigi-
lant duchess of Navailles, having per-
eeived the chinks in the wall, ordered :
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them to -be repaired. The king ex-

pressed his disappointment, in several
" letters, buthevainly requested another
meeting. Mademoiselle dela 'Valliere
firmly refused to admit him into her
apartment. Theassiduities of the mo-
narch became towards Madame more
marked than ‘ever. 'He contucted
himself with so much prudence, in .
respect to the ‘object of his love, and
- with such bewitching gallantry to-
wards yadame, that the most quick-
" sighted among his courtiers had not
the 1least ‘suspicion ‘of his real senti-
nients; but they readily ‘perceived -
those of Mademoiselle deda Valliere.

The Duke de Langueville, young,

amiable, virtuous, and in possession

of an immense fortune, loved her to

distraction ; yet she had refused such

a brilliant establishment. It was not

difficult to read the heart of Made-
moiselle la Valliere: the Count de

’ Guiche

>
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- Guiche was the first who suspected
her -attachment. He made several
~ jests on this romantic passion: Ma-
dame, believing -herself certain ihat
the king could not return it, appeared
to pity Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
“ Madame, in fact, owes her some
compassion,” said the Count de 7
. Guiche, ‘“ because; on her account,
she is condemned to an unfortunate
passion ; the king will always remain
blind, but to the object which effaces
all others.” Madame listened with
complacency to such flattering dis-
courses. She assured the count, sigh=
ing, that he was deceived ;. for that
the king felt for herself no other sen-
timent but that of friendship ; never-
theless, ‘she felt no pain from her as-
sertion being contradicted. Made-
moiselle de’ la Valliere: was fully -
aware how much Madame was pleased

‘with mpposmg his majesty felt. for
her
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her sentiments of affection. Hence

it was easy to perceive how great

* would:be her vexation, on being un-

deceived. This idea preyed on the
mind of Mademoiselle de la Valliere.
She pictured in imagination every
thing she would be condemned to
suffer from her injured pride : a*frivo-
lous rincident - completely betrayed .
her, and fully discovered the state of
Ler heast.  One evening, in presence

A of the king, Madame, after having

spoken of a romance, by Mademoi-

_selle Scudery, bestowed on all those

<

- who composed her society, according

to their characters, the names of the
personages of this work. Madame, .
as might have been expected, received.
the name of the principal heroine;
her friend, the countess of Soissons,
assumed that of the confidant: they
all agreed that the king alone ought
to preserve a name he had immor-
; talized,

»
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talized, but thatallthe rest mightselect,
one from the romance: they agreed
to substitute it for their christian °
name, and to sign with it the letters
they might write to any of the mem- .
bers of the society.  “ We have for-
got Mademoiselle de la Valliere, in
this distribution,” said the Marquis de
Vardes, suddenly perceiving her:
they proposed the name of an insipid
_princess, which no person was willing
to receive. Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere replied, ingenuously, that she
was attached to her own baptismal
name, and unwﬂlmg to substitute
another in its stead. They enquired
what was her mame, and, however
~ simple the question, it appeared to -
confound her: a hasty reflection pro-
duced this anxiety !~——Madame, asto- -
nished at her confusion, reiterated the
- question.  Mademoiselle de la Val- .
liere perceived how ridiculous it was
to
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to hesitate ‘before-making a reply,
and this' idea increased her emotion.
" Timidity and sensibility of character
are’ seldom accompanied ‘with great
presence of mind: embarrassment;
'when it is extreme, usually énds in
complete discomfiture. © Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere, blushed, turned
pale, - cast down her eyes, filled with
tears, and had not the power to arti-
culate' a single word. The king en=’
deavoured to change the subject, but
Madame insisted on it with a kind of
authority : Mademoiselle de la Val-
Liere submitted, and, in a trerﬁul‘ous
voice, and with enchanting simpli-
. city, she said, that she was called
Louise !—A murmur of tidicule ran
t-hrdugh the circle.” Madame, sigh-
> ing, with-an air of pity, assured them
she had not designed to embarrass
Mademoiselle la Valliere. ¢ I believe
e replied the king; “ what cruelty
would
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would it have been to have formed -
a project of intimidating such inge-"
nuousness, sweetness, and modes-’
ty ¥"’—These words, pronounced in a
severe tone, and with visible emotion,
caused much surprise, and produced
a sudden change in the countenance .
of his auditors : theirmalicious smiles
were quickly converted into an am of
‘benevolence, with ‘the exception of
Madame, who could not dissemble her
displeasure. The following day, how-
ever, the king resumed his accus-
tomed grace, and she became per-
suaded that pity, alone, for Made-
~moiselle de la Valliere had produced
the lively interest she had witnessed :
she presei'V'ed, however, against her a
species of rancour, but did not yet
experience the least distrust. -
The queen mother frequently-esta-
blished a lottery of jewels, the tickets

of which she gave to the members of
: ‘ the
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the royal family, and their favourites.
“One day, when the court was assem-
"bled, around her, Mademoiselle de la
Valliere being present in the suite of
Madame, the queen mother proposed
~ one of these lotteries. * The king
gained the first prize, which was a
pair of magnificent bracelets,” that
‘every one admired for their uncom-
mon beauty. Madame, in particular,
- praised them with ecstasy ; but how
much would their value be augment-
ed, when they were bestowed by the
king !—and to whom would he offer
them? “The young queen desired,
without hoping to obtain them: in
admiring them, one of the company
observed that they were without
price: ‘“ Not yet,” replied Madame,
» ““but they will soon be so.” “The
king, -however, took the box from the
table, on which it was placed, and
threw his eyes around the chamber,
3 in
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in search of an »@bJect never absent
from his  mind; he traversed the
‘apartment, not Without embarrass- '
ment, but with-an air of tuumph 0
haughty and bold-are those who have .
resolved to avenge a beloved object !
Lewis approached Mademoiselle de
la Valliere, and plesented to her the
bracelets, ‘not with an air of gallan-
“try, but with all the expression of re-
spect, and-all the dignity: of a senti-
ment which did him so much honour. -
Never was homage rendered with so
much singerity and nobleness ; never
did the countenance of Lewis appear
miore assured and majestic. Made-
moiselle de la Valliere, affected, pe-
netrated, filled with inquietude, fear,
and gratitude, appeared to under-
stand that the king only shewed her.
these superb bracelets: ¢ They are
very beautiful,” said she; in a low

voice, returning them to ham. . S Ace
: : cept
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cept them, Mademoiselle,” rejoined
- the king ; * they are the offering of a
‘sincere and  well-founded esteem.”
Mademoiselle de la Valliere found
herself so much affected; that she re-
plied only by a profound inclination
of her head ; and, on the king leaving
her, hastily concealed the bracelets in
her work-bag, and retreated behind
the persons by whom she was sur-
rounded. i ol :

The general astonishment was ex-.
treme, and the vexation of Madame
so violent, that she could not avoid
shewing to_the king a - degree of
spleen; which was evident to the
whole company, although she endea-
voured to disguise it under a tone of
gaiety;  but these pleasantries were
56 constrained, and mixed with such
* severe. sarcasms, that it was impos-
‘sible not toperceive the mortification
she experienced. The king endea-
' ; youred

>
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woured merely to parry her:sarcasms,
by an inalterable sang-froid, or an air
of complete indifference. This gon-"
duct still more enraged Madame, who
was frequently on the point of ren-
dering herself ridiculous. She saw
that her conduct excited surprise;
that several persons observed her ma-
lignity, divined the cause of her jea-
Iousy, and enjoyed her confusion:
she perceived, also, that what had
been said, failed of its effect: she
believed herself sported with: hum-
bled in the eyes of the whole court,
deprived, for ever, of the affection
of the king, and she vowed eternal
~ hatred towards Mademoiselle de la
Valliere. It was thus that a cause,
‘so frivolous, agitated and perverted
a character the most amiable. The:
passions always mislead, and . often
without our perceiving it; but ex-
cessive vanity contracts the mind, -
debases



A VAL LIERYE) ¢ 121

debases the soul, and drives from the
heart every just and generous senti-
* ment. How sublime is that inflexible
morality, which' pronounces such a
terrible anathema against pride, and
which teaches us that the source of
reason, of justice, and of every vir-
tue, will never be found, by frail,
impelfect beinds, but in mild ‘and -

Next day the klno waited, as usua]
n Madame: ‘his deportment was
unaﬂ'ected, and his air serene, but
he' paid her only those ‘attentions
which politeness required ; and, with-
‘out affectation or restraint, he dedi-
cated all the evening to Mademoi- -
selle de la Vaalliere. - There no longer
remained any doubts as to his senti-
» ments : immediately two parties were
formed at court: the one against
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, com-
posed of the partisans of Madame:
VOL. 1. F s thb
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the other in her favour, comprehend-
ing those whom she had ‘interested,
and who disliked Madame, or hgted
ber favourites. Princes have a con-
siderable interest in admitting into
their confidence only those whe poss
sess public ‘esteem, since the disgust
inspiréd by their minions is fres
- quently reflected back on themselves.
The friends of Madame did not en-
deavour to moderate her ill humour
they were themselves provoked :to
observe the princess, whom they go-
verned, lose the ascendency which
she had hitherto possessed over the
king; and.it was impossible to mis-
take the sentiments of Lewis, every
thing declared the ardor of his love,
and this passion was the first he had
ever experienced! In short, they.
durst not accuse Mademoiselle de la
Valliere of coquetry: her modesty,

and extreme reserve, would have given
- the
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the lie' to their ‘assertion: her con-
duct was irreproachable : it was evi-
* dent that she loved, but that she
resisted this attachment, and that she
avoided every action, which could give
to the monarch theleast hope.” Itwas
impossible to interpretheractions with
malignity, they therefore calumniated
her character. One pretended that =
her mildness and miodest simplicity-
were profound artifice, and concealed
ambition. They supposed her capa-
ble of the designs which they them-
selves would have had in her situa-
tion ; and thus, inidrawing an imagi-
nary picture of her, they painted their
own: i declaiming against her, they
pronounced their own condemmation.
 Reflection augmented the 1nd1crnat10n
and confusion of Madame: the pre-
sent but too well elucidated the past:
itwas evident; that the king had loved
Mademoiselle de la Valliere several
F 2 months:

2
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months: she recalled a variety of
_circumstances, which left no doubt
of this:fact; from thatperiod, theres '
fore, all the fétes had been given in
honour of Mademoiselle de la Valliere.
Thus Madame, without ewning to the
_ king the knowledge of his love, had -
furnished a pretext for concealing it
*.from the eyes of his court. The king .
had not scrupled to deceive and
render her an object of ridicule !—
where is the woman, under the domi-
nion of vanity, who could pardon
similar. injuries ? ; ‘

' Madame was little capable of dissi-
mulation ; but her friends prevailed on
herto treat Mademoiselle de la Valliere
with decency, and to receive the king
without ill-humour. With a malignant
intention towards Mademoiselle de la‘
Vallicre, she gave several balls at her
house : Mademoiselle de la Valliere -

did not dance, and all the friends of
! Madame

€
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Madame united to display the accoms
plishments of Mademoiselle de Pons,
" who was the best dancer of the
court. The king danced several times
with her; and appeared smitten with -
her charms; on ‘observing which;
Mademoiselle de ‘la Valliere became
pale and agltated ‘One evening, in
the midst of the ball, she disappeared:”
the king, after: having danced a
country dance with Mademoiselle de
Pons,” had seated himself near her.
He spoke to her«in a low voice, and
with vivacity. In order to enjoy a
triumph, Madame had the cruelty to
send for Mademoiselle de la Valliere:
~she appeared, with red eyes, and a
most dejected air: the king observed
her, was moved, and immediately left
Mademoiselle de Pons. On the fol-
lowing days, he did not come near
her, nor was he willing to: dance.

Thus the hope was destroyed,. ~which
Eg had

>
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had been assumed with so much ez~
* ultation.

"The passion of Lewis for Madea :
moiselle de la Valliere became every
day more violent, and he sacrificed
“to it all the pride and rectitude of
his character. With renewed solicita-.
tions, he pressed for a meeting, not
“in the house of Mademoiselle de la
Valliere, but in that of Mademoiselle
d’Astigni, and in her presence.  She
at first refused, afterwards hesitated,
but at length consented to see him,
at the end of two days. On the
morning of that appointed for their
interview, Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere received a billet, which excited
the most lively emotion: it was from
the Countess de Themine, and dated
from Paris, No sooner had ' this
faithful friend arrived from the coun-
try, than she immediately announced

her vmt and that the .messenger,
whom
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whom she had dispatched to inform
her, should only precede her one
" hoyr.  Six weeks before, Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere had written to
conjure her to come to her assistance;
and now the idea of secing her pro=
duced th(, most palmul embanass-
ment | She reflected, with pain; how °
much her heart was changed, since -
she feared the admonitions of virtue ?
—Her principles, however, had not
beew shaken : shehad been led away;
without being seduced, and had al-
ways the same hatred of vice. She
was only blind respecting the king’s
intentions, which she believed inno-
cent, and never conceived that it was
possible, while meditating to betray,
he "could display so much esteem:
nevertheless; she was fully sensible,
that-a powerful and friendly arm was
necessary to support her through the
slippery path, upon which she had en
F 4 tered.

2
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tered.  When Madame de Themine
arrived, Mademoiselle de la Valliere
received her with inexpressible emo-
tion: her presence, however, recalled
her back to herself; and, from that
moment, forming a proper judgment
respecting every: thing which she
had to communicate, and foresceing
* what would be the sentiments of her
friend, she determined neither to
palliate, nor justify her errors; mnei-
ther, although fully -aware that a
heart-rending sacrifice would be pro-
posed to her, did she, for a moment,
entertain an idea of opposing the
powerful voice ‘of honour and friend-
ship : but this resolution was the mere
effort of despair. She made a brief
and candid recital of what shehad suf-
fered. Far from endeavouring to dis-
guise: her | sentiments, she painted
them such as she had never hitherto,
even for a moement, dared to con-

fess ‘them to be; even to herself:
e , she
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she experienced a kind of comsola-
tion in thus braving the severity,
of which she was to become the
vietim. = Pale, and oppressed with
gnef she yet expressed herself with
a firm and tranquil tone, ~without
shedding a single tear. «Madame
de Themine heard and -regarded her
with' equal pain and astonishment.
When she had done speaking-—
£ Alas4” said Madame de Themine,
“in a situation so dangerous, what
course do -you mean to pursue? =
“ To follow that which youshall pre-
scribe. - - Subjugated by a criminal
passion, I am no longer capable -of

regulating my own conduct.”. .. ..
“ You must fly from him” . ... . “his
“image haunts me every where . . . .—

in what places is he not adored r"—
“ In a convent, you will no longer
hear his name mentioned. It is ne-
cessary you should retire into one for
some time.”—** I willingly consent to

F & » -1t
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it for ever.” ‘I do not propose to
you any such sacrifice. Let us de-
part for Chaillot, where you have al-
ready been. There you will write to
Madame, to solicit your dismission;
and, when this step is taken, we shall
proceed together for Touraine : there
“you will recover your former tranquil-
‘lity, and, within a year, be able to ‘sa-
tisfy the wishes of the'‘amiable man,
whom your virtuous mother had des-
tined for your future husband.” . ..
“ What! shall T deceive an honest
man, and give myselfup to him with
a heart stainéd with a eriminal pas-
sion?”. .. .= You will have over-
come this dangerous attachment.” ..
T shall never overcome it.” ' You
" believe so at this moment, butit is-an
error. » You think also that the rank
of the king adds 'noething to your pre-
‘sent séntiments; but; believe me; al-
though you may B@%ﬁgﬂé‘ "ainfbitiei}?
3 2203 ¥ e £ Cyow
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you deceive yourself. ~Cau any one
behold, without infatuation, the ob-

jeet whom they love, and almost -

deify ? If Lewis XIV. had not been
seated upon the throne, you would
neither have loved him so ardently,
nof 1o such a dangerous excess.—
Come, my fiiend, tear yourself from
the illusions' which surround you—
you aré yet uncontaminated, and hag-
piness yet awaits you!” . .. .« Hap-

piness? ah! never.”... “ We must
get out to-morrow, before break of
day.” ! To-morrow ! and I have

protm,sed to see the king to-morrow

evening 1” . . . .= It is this impru-
dent promise which should make you
hasten your flight.” * He will bein
despair.”  “You shall write to him
from Chaillot—he will respect your
‘motives, and always esteem you. To
what distress will you reduce him 1—
He will be ‘conseled, without doubt;
Ceti BB but
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but no woman will ever supply your
place in his heart.”
- This last idea sensibly affected Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere, and re-ani-
mated her courage. * Yes,” said she,
“ I ought no longer to hesitate—dis-
pose of meas you please.” ¢ Lam te
sleep in the city, but I will return teo
.take youupan hour before day- break 4
‘I will be ready to attend you.” At
these words; Madame de_ Themme
arose, embraced her unfosrtuna_te
friend,” kept her a long time clasped
in her arms, and, at last, tearing her-
self away, left her in the mest agoniz-
_ ing situation. It was five hours af-
ter mid-day, and Mademoiselle de la
Valliere ought to appear, at eight, in
the circle of Madame. - She, at ﬁrst,
-tesolved to. avoid _going, under the
. pxetence that she was indisposed, but
afterwards, she thought that the king
would be vexed, and that he would,
perhaps,
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perhaps; take some imprudent steps;
besides, she wished to see him for the
last time; and, after much irresolu-
tion, she at last determined to appear
at Madame’s, and thither she went.
All the company were struck with
the change which had taken place in
her looks. She complained of a vio-
lent head-ach, and sat, as usual; in’
~ the most obscure part of the room.
Her heart seemed torn, when she saw
the king enter. Before he was able
to perceive her, she heard him speak
with a tone of gaiety ; and this want
of unison between them- filled her
soul with anguish ! She then reflect-
ed on the grief he would experience
next day. It appeared to her that
 she was deceiving—betraying him ;
and she began to think that her flight
- would expose her to all his indigna-
tion, and, perhaps, subject her to his
hatred, Thls horrible thought froze -
her
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her s0u1 ‘The king, who was look-
ing ‘for her, appioached and ‘was
shocked at her appearance. - He ex-
pressed his sorrow with a senmblhty
which completely overcame her. He
would not engage in play——he'sat |
down beside her, and eonjured her'to
tell him what was the matter with
‘her. She then said, “ that she had
seen her only friend, after a separation '
of seven months, which had recalled
to her recollection some melancholy
circumstances, and that the impres-
sion thus produced still remained on
her mind.” © The king imagined that
she alluded to the death of her mo-
ther: the explanation, therefore, ap-
peared to him simple and natural, and
he was perfectly satisfied. - But itis -
impossible to describe what Made-
moiselle de la Valliere felt this even-
ing. She envied every one:—all the

: personages who surrounded the king,
and
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and who were to remain near him,
were, in her eyes, blessed. The king
" said not a ‘word which did not con-
- wey to her-a particular and affect-
ing meaning. He had never ap-
peared to her so amiable and so wor-
thy of being loved.  In proportion as
the evening passed away, her strength
seemed to be exhausted. An insur--
‘mountable sadness made” her every
moment fear that she would not be
able to repress her tears: in particus
lar, when she was obliged to'speak,
it required a pmdwaous effort to
prevent het from ‘weeping. <This tef-
rible constraint, and the certainty
of being observed by malicious eyes,
completed the torment of her situa-
tion, 'When the king rose to go away,
. het ‘eourage altogether abandoned
" her. - She shuddered when the fold-
ifig doot closed on' him, and said to
heetseif “*.J shall never see: that door
open
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open again. Happiness——hope———
soothing expectation—allare fled from
e ! Nothing remains, but unceas-
ing trouble, regret, repentance, bit-
ter and painful reflections!” She
was standing, leaning on a pillar, and
~ she felt herself so weak,- that she
durst ‘not venture to cross the room
- to go away. Happily, she was near
a small private door. She approached
it, opened it, and disappeared ; but,
- after having passed along a corridor,
she fell senselss on the first steps ofa -
staircase that led to her apartment.—
A few minutes after, two of her com-
panions passing, came to her assist-
ance, and conducted her to her room.
Having no hope of enjoying a mo-
ment’s repose, she did not go to bed.
'—It was now about the end of au-
tumn ; and, when Madame de ‘The-
mine came for her, at five in the

morning, it was still dark.: Mademoi-
: : selle
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§elie 'de la Valliere, without saying
a word, rose, seized the hand of her
friend, and went out with her imme-
diately. They passed quickly through
the castle, got into a carriage, and
departed. Mademoiselle de la Valliere
no sooner felt the motion of the
carriage than she melted into tears:
Her friend did not break silence, but °
affectionately pressed her hand, which
she held between her own. Made-
moiselle de la Valliere perceived
that she wept, and threw her arms
-round hermneck. “O! wise, O! vir-
tuous Eudoxm'” exclalmed she, ‘“can
you pity my inexcusable weakness?
You, to whom it is impossible for
you to conceive it!”-—* Ah!™ re-
plied Madame de Themine, I ad-
* mire you as much as I pity you."—
“You believe I have courage, but I
possess none: I am only submissive;

but this t;mmentmcr grief I shall
never
\ '— 5}
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never surmount.” “Such is, such must
be, the credulity of passion. T have
already told you; that time will un-
deceiveyou.” “Never; T obey you,but
1 have neither hope of cure nor con- -
solation.” % Attend to me; do you
think that; after the lapse of two or
three years, you will regret the pain-
' ful sacrifice you are now making »”’—
" ¥ No,” replied. Mademoiselle de la
Valliere, with animation, ‘it is im=
- possible to repent of having done my
_ duty.” “ Well then,” resumed Ma-
. dame de Themine, ‘ you must be
sensible, that the same virtue which
prescribes this sacrifice, will, at
last, become its reward; for if we
found not some kind of recompence,
we should repent.” © This reflection
‘struck Mademoiselle de la Valliere. ‘
¢ Alas,” saidshe, “‘to'you it belongs
to feel all the power of virtue, and to

: § : thmk
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think it supreme; why should I be
surprised that I know it not !

The two friends did not arrive at
~ the convent of Chaillot until eight
o’clock : they found the nuns occu-
pied in a melancholy ceremony ; they
were performing the last duty to one
of their companions. It added to
the sadness of Mademoiselle de la -
Valliere, when she learned that the.
deceased was a'young nunof twenty,
“who had testified particular friendship
for her.  As the weather was beauti-
ful and serene, Mademoiselle de la
Valliere wished to remain in the
cemetery. She sat down with her
friend, beside the fountain, and look-
ing at the grave of the young nun,
who was just interred :—* Happy
*Seraphina,” said she, *“how enviable
~ is'thy'lot! Thou néver hast partaken
of any but innocent joys; all thy af-

fections were legitimate; thy soul
was
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Was as pure as thy life : guilty senti=
ments, unlawful desires, shameful re- -
grets, never disturbed thy tranquillity.
Thou didst fear, ‘thou didst disdain
vice and error. 'Thou hadst 1o en-
thusiasm but for eternal truth.. Thy
heart, -full of sublime piety, always
calm, and always satisfied, enjoyed
supreme happiness : it loved without
auneasiness, without repentance, and
yet without measure! Ah, for thee
was sensibility, indeed a gift from
heaven ! That divine quality  the
Creator bestowed upon us to exalt our
virtue, and when it is profaned, it be-
. comes our punishmeunt!” In saying
these words, she hid her face on the
shoulder of Madame Themine: after-
wards making an effort, she rose, took
the arm of Themine, and proposed
a walk in the cloister. ~After tak-
ing a few steps, she stopped “Alas ¥

said she, “ with what pain do I re-
i member
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member the reflections with which
this spot inspired me, ‘seven months
ago! O why did I not yield to the
desire I then felt! Why did I leave
this peaceful asylum. How delightful
must it be to come here with. inno-
cence, and with the full command of
reason ! How painful to seek refuge
here, with all the passions the place -
reproves ! In this austere solitude,
every thing once accorded with my
sentiments ; now every thing is in op-
position to them ! With an agitated,
over-whelmed soul, how can I enjoy
the mild influence of the calm air that
is breathed here ! Oh ! frightful
thought, to form the most striking
contrast with peace and perfect vir-

toets. =0 ’ ’
As Mademoiselle de la Valliere pro-
nounced these last words, she heard
an extraordinary noise, and, at the
same moment, several nuns crossed
the
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the cloister: all theirveils were down,
and they passed rapidly as shades,
without replying to' the questions
~of Madame de Themine. .. Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere felt a sudden emo=

tion ;—she was agitated ;—she trems -

bled. She leans against a pil-
lar—she dares not guess—she fears—
- she expects—she scarcely breaths,—
Meanwhile, the noise increased, and
she heard the large grate of the con-
vent open. The two massy folds of
iron, turning on their hinges, pro-
duced a noise; which resounded
through the cloister, and announced
the arrival of a bishop, or a prince;
for that gate was never opened, ex-
cept for great personages. The heart
of Mademoiselle de la Valliere palpi-
tated with involuntary joy, while, at
the same time, astonishment and
_anxiety seemed to petrify her, and

rendey

-



LA ¥ALLIERE. 143

render her motionless ! A o'roupe of
auns, with their long veils extendéd,
after advancing -in confusion, dis-
persed on each side, and the lost Ma-
- demoiselle de la Valliere perceived the -
king darting towards her. “ O, my
friend,” she exclaimed, throwing her-
self into the arms of Madame de The-
mine, “ save me!” A sudden and
‘involuntary movement made her take
flight. ~She rushed into the ceme-
tery, and fell at the foot of a large
iron cross, placed in the midst of
a tuft of grass, by the side of the
fountain. Madame de Themine, who
did not-dare to follow, but was inca-
pable of abandoning her, remained
_standing  in the embrasure of the
arcade, about twenty paces from
her, and looked earnestly towards her.
The king flew to Mademoiselle de la

 Valliere. “ What do you fear P” said
e he,
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he, ‘seizing one of her trembling
hands: “is there here any other un-
fortunate being, any other suppliant
besides me? But I need not implore
-you: I need not complain: I have
to ask of you justice against your-
self? Have I merited this barbarous
treatmient ? Why fly from me? Why
reduce to despair him who has con-
stantly shewn you so much respect
and submission ? What have you to -
reproach me with, which could ex-
~cuse this flight> What have 1 re-
quired? What have I attempted?
What have I obtained ? What could
you do more, if you had to resist the
most rash attempts, or to avenge the
most injurious audacity? No: you
are not capable of so much ingrati-
tude.  You have been brought here,
against your inclination. You would
not abandon me—come.” In saying

these words, Lewis endeavoured to
4 = carry
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carry off Mademoiselle de la. Valliere,
She resisted, and putting her arm
round the cross, took fast hold of it.
In this struggle her long hair loosen-
ed, and fell down on her shoulders,
Her violent emotion .gave a super~
natural lustre to her complexion.—
Her attitude, and the expreséion of
her countenance, had something sub-
lime: never before had she appeared.
so beautiful in the eyes of Lewis....
He tried gently to raise her. Made-
‘moiselle de la Valliere looked at her
friend, and called to her with an ac-
cent of grief.  Madame de Themine
_ran forward, while the king, turning
round, darted a terrible look at her.
Madame de Themine  lowered her
eyes, but advanced boldly.—‘ Come,”
said the king, “ a cariiage waitsforus:
- to delay longer would be to exhibit
~ an extraordinary scene in this place:
come !"—< What! Sire!” said Ma-
WYL, I; G dame |
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dame de Them'ine “at her age, to
go alone in a carriage with your ma-
Jesty"’—The king, for the second
time, looked anouly at this young
lady, who was unknown to him, and
who dared to oppose his will. ~ His
terrible look, which expressed all the
royal indignation, could not discon-
cert Madame de Themine, whose eyes
were still cast down. Her counte-
nance, though respectful and modest,
was assured, and indicated the firm-
ness of her character. After a mo-
ment’s silence, the king said, “ Well,

Madame, come you to St. Germain -
with her.” = “ No, Sire,” replied Ma-
dame de Themine, I would shed
my blood, were it necessary, to pre-
vent her from returning. - I shali
follow her there,-if your majesty so*
order it, but I will never voluntarily
conduct her there.” * She shall go
_there with me,”said the king, withani-

mation,

<
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miation, “ and if that be an'irregular
step, the care of justifying it remains
with me.” ““ No,no,” cried Made-
moiselle de Ta Valliere, sighing, and
- still opposing him. - This long resist>
ance, and, above all; the preseﬁ-(‘e'?
of Madame Themine, irritated the
king.  “ Would you render mé
tyrant,” cried he, with a formidabte
voice, ““ you shall obtain your wish.”~=
This menacing tone made Mademoi-
selle de Ia Valliere tremble; but whilst
her mind revolted, ‘her strength in-
“creased. < No forceshalltear me from
hence,” said she, clasping more closely
the cross. ‘The king, in his turn, was
as much surprised as alarmed at this
. vehemence, which he, for the first
time, saw her assume; and which
struck him the more, because herange-
lic cbun’ce{nanéeei;pressed, at the same
moment, the most painful terror.---
“ Ah! be tranquil,” said he, throw-
s G 2 ing
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ing himself on his knees before her:
 Can he who loves you cease to be
generous ---Can you be devoid of
“pity, when my past conduct must
_convince you that the happiness of
seeing you is to me sufficient! When
I renew the oath; to respect for ever
your principles, would you. renounce
the unhappy friend, who cannot exist
without you ? How vain is the power
which' fate has given me, if I possess
no influence over your heart >—Oh !
come, and reanimate this disconso-
late heart ; restore me to emulation,
and a sense of my duties: without
you I am nothing, but with you I
- cannot fail to reign in splendour!
Your mere presence will inspire me
- with the enthusiasm of virtue; it will
bestow on me every good quality,
even the courage which is necessary
to moderate the ardour of that pas-

sion which alarms you”...:This seduc-
tive
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tive language made but too much
impression on the heart of Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere. A high-spirited,
dignified monarch lay suppliant at her
feet, with his eyes bathed in tears.—
Mademoiselle de Ia Valliere became
pale, her arms relaxed, and she
loosed her hold of the cross. The
king seized that moment, rose, and
carried her off. ¢ Unfortunate,—”
exclaimed Madame de Themine.«—
Lewis hastened away, while Made-
moiselle de la Valliere, sighing, dis-
tracted, and scarce able to move, did
not yield as if impelled by love, but
allowed herself to be conducted like
a victim. She lifted up her head, as
she approached the gate, but it was
only to experienge a deep sense of con=
- fusion and shame, when she observed
that the astonished nuns were enve-
loped in their veils, and lowered their
heads, as if to avoid seeing her, when

G 3 . the
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the gate was opened.- ““ Great God 17
said she, ““ have I returned to this re-
spectable asylum, only to profane it.”
They now passed through the gate,
‘which was mst&ntly closed behing
them. A carriage, with -six horses,
waited in the court. Thither Lewis
led" Mademoiselle de la Vallicre, and
scated  himself beside her:—they -
drove off. The king renewed his
vows of unbounded respect. He had :
the delicacy not to speak of his love,
and dwele only on his admira-
“tion and gratitude. = Yielding to the
charm of hearing him, Mademoiselle
de la Valliere easily persuaded herself
- that he was sincere, and that hence-
forth he would. require from her only
the confidence of an intimate friend-
ship. When she recovered herself a
little, she enquired how he became
acquainted with her flight; and the
kmo informed her, that, Whlle he was
: P giving
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giving audience to the Spanish am-
bassador, he heard her name men-
tioned, in a mysterious manner, by
the Duke de St. Aignan, and
the Marquis de Sourdis, who were
conversing together, at a window.
Recollecting the state in which
he had left her the cvening be-
fore, he approached, with anxiety, to
the Duke de St Aignan, and ques-
tioned him on the subject. The
duke replied, that Mademoisclle de
+ la Vallieve had retired to the convent
of Chaillot. The king then left the
ambassadors abruptly, to order a
coach; but, being too impatient to
wait for it, he went into a stable, sad-
dled a horse himself, and rode off]
desiring his attendants to follow him
‘to Chaillot, with the carriage*. The
king then observed that, as there was

* This is an historical fact.
G 4 "~ - king
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- nothing criminal in his ‘sentiments,
and as the conduct of Mademoiselle
de la Valliere was irreproachable, he -
would openly declare the truth, He
would state that Mademoiselle de Ia
Valliere had, without his knowled oe,
left the court; 'with a determination
not to return, and that he had only :
done every ‘“thing in his power to
bring back one Who Jjustly merited all
his esteem, zmd poswsbed lus confi-
dence: Fo b2 d g 5

In fact,"on his arrival at Versalllcs

_the king immediately waited .on the
gueen mother, and made,a declara-
tion to this effect. ““ Indeed,” re-
plied the queen, “ you are not a mas-
ter of yourself.” At least,” replied
Lewis, ¢ I shall prove that T am the
master of those who offend me, *”
-He alluded to Madame, and  the

* These are-the words “hxch really passed -
’I;etweﬁn the king and queen.

<
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Countess of Soissons, who could not
dissemble their hatred to Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere. Her other enemies
were cautious how-they _exhibited
such sentiments ; and even the Count
de Guiche, and the Marquis de
Vardes, notwithstanding their inti-
mate connexion with Madame, and
the Countess de Soissons; conducted
themselves with so much address and
hypocrisy, that the king was per-
suaded they wished well to Mademoi-
-selle de ia Valliere; and, under that
idea, he continued to shew them his
favour.  ~He spoke also to the young
queen, of the flight of Mademoiselle
de la Valliere, which he attributed to
- the caprice and enmity of Madame.
The queen, whether from pi‘udence
. or credulity, shewed no signs of be-
_ing offended. She treated Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere with more kindness
- than ever. From that moment, “she
: 65 eceived

>
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‘received her visits without Madame,
-and admitted her to her private par-
‘ties,—a distinction which was not
bestowed on any other of Madame's
- maids of honour. The king, at last,
‘had a conversation -on the subject
‘with Madame. He began, by speak-
ing to her in a tone of confidence:
~ He avowed his tender attachment to
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, and pro-
‘nounced an eulogium on her virtue
and her charaeter. - Madame, with
a disdainful smile; replied, haugh-
tily; ¢ that she could meither be a
party to such confidence, nor fa-
vour an intrigue of that kind.” She
added, * that the authority of his
majesty was the only thing that could
‘induce her to continue Mademoiselle
-de la Valliere near her; but as she
could now no longer be considered as
personally attached to her, she would
not take her in her suite,. nor admit
1 ' “her
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her to her private parties; and that
she would only receivé her on those.
days on which her house was open to
all who were presented *.” ““Itismy
avill,” said the king, coldly, ¢ +hat
‘Mademoiselle de la Valliere should re-
tain a place to which she does ho-
nour: in other respects, Madame, T
prescribe no rule to you. I shall see
her at her own house, without any
mystery, and also at the queen’s, where
she will be received with the respect
which is due to a person, whose con-
duct is irreproachable, and whom I
“revere as much'as Tlove.” = At these
words the king rose, and quitted
Madame, leaving her agitated by
Tage, almost to fury. - The Count.de
‘Guiche was absent for fourteen days,

* The reply of Madame is here considerably_
softened. T 0 have sta.ted the precise expressions
she: used would have been a vxola,txon of good
-taste, ok

il 66" - : and
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and Madame had no one to consult
but the Countess of Soissons, who
gave her violent counsel, which she
was but too much disposed to adopt.
She sent for Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere, to repeat to her what the king
bad said.  But that was done in' the
most contemptuous manner, and with
cexpressions which shewed that she
entertained an injurious opinion of
her conduct. Mademoiselle dela Val-
liere, in the ordinary circumstances of
» life, was easily intimidated ; but:she
possessed as much elevation of soul
as modesty. Still pure, and confident
in the testimony of her own consci-
ence, she considered it a duty not to
~allow herself to be degraded by this
excess of injustice. T shall obey
the king,” said she, “ in not quitting
a place he wishes me to preserve. 1
am happy to have it in my power to
give him this proof of respect and at-

: tachment—
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tachment——in doing so, T am cer-
~tain I shall lose none of the dignity
which belongs to an irreproachable
character, nor sacrifice any of the re-
putation which a spotless conduct
merits.” ‘The firmness of this reply
confounded Madame. Ina transport
of passion, she exclaimed, * that she
was not surprised to find that Made-
moiselle de la Valliere now belied the
appearance of mildness she had as-
sumed.” She accused her of false-
hood and hypocrisy; and, at last,
losing all reason, as well as all mode-
_ Tation, she declared that she would
complain to the king of her insolence.
“ The king,” replied Mademoiselle de
la Valliere, calmly, ““ will not only
refuse to believe what does not exist,
but he will not even believe what has
really happened, were any one tempt-
ed to give him an account of this
scene.  He never could be persuaded

. that

¥
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that Madame had so far forgotten her
own dignity.” At these words, Ma-
dame, bursting with passon, ordered
Mademoiselle dela Valliere toleaveher
presence. Mademoiselle de la Valliere ;
obeyed, without saying another word.
She preserved the strictest silence re-
- specting this affair: but Madame, who
had no opportunity of mentioningit to
the king, because he no longer visited
her, made a bitter complaint on the
subject to the queen mother, who
heard her very coldly, and gave no
reply, except that of exhorting her
‘to have more moderation. On the
two following days, Madame having
only her private parties, Mademoiselle
de la Valliere did not attend them:
but the next day, being that on which
Madame received a large circle, it was
her duty to be present.
She knew that the king would not
attend it; and, for the first time; she
~was
#
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-was decked with the superlr bracelets
.whlch she had received Arom- him,
and which, till that day, she had ne-
ver ventured to wear.: The hands and
arms of Madgmoise_lle de la Valliere
were extremely beautiful, and these
~brilliant ornaments rendered them still
more striking. - She wore gloves, and
in order to avoid all appearance of
- affectation, she determined not fo
take them off but on sitting down to
_ play. Chance, however, supphed her
with a much more favourable oppor-
,tunity Madame, while the tables
" were  arranging for play, in gomg
through the circle to speak to the la-
dies who composed her eourt, drop-
- ped her fan, Mademoiselle le la Val-
liere, who, at that instant, was twe
steps from her, advaneced, stooped.
and took off her glove, according te
the etiquette, in order to present the
,fan, which she had plcked up. Upon
~ oﬂ'erlng
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offering it, the sight of the magnifi-

cent bracelet, of which Madame pre-

served a lively remembrance, so pain-

fully affected her, that she could not
~prevail upon herself to receive her fan

from the hand of Mademoiselle de'la

Valliere, and, darting towards her a

contemptuous and angry look, desir-

ed her to place it upon the table.

Mademoiselle de la Valliere obeyed,

without betraying the least emotion.

Immediately afterwards, she took off
her other glove, and displayed the
fine bracelets; every body admired

them.  When Madame sat down to

play, the other maids of honour, ob-

serving her hatred openly directed

against Mademoiselle de la Valliere,

treated her with extreme coldness, in

obsequiousness to Madame, whom

nothing constrained, since the king
- was not present. But Mademoiselle
de la Valliere was not, however, de-
‘ serted
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serted in this numerous assembly. All
her friends were there ; the duke and
- duchess of Saint Aignan, the duke de
“Langueville, still cherishing a hope-
less passion ; Beringhen, Benserade,

the 'duke de Roquelaure, and the
marquis de Saurdis: all these persons
surrounded her, mever quitted her
during the whole evening, and ap-
peared solely devoted to her. This

conduct threw them into open and

complete disgrace with Madame, who,

. afterwards, altogether excluded them

from her parties.

The king, however, prevailed up-

on Mademoiselle ‘de la Valliere, to

receive him, sometimes, at her house,

on condition that he should not
come alone, and that she should be
allowed to admit, at the same time,

three or four ladies of the court, who

had been disrespectfully ‘treated by
Madame, and who found an extreme

Pleasure in insulting her, by mak-

ing

0
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ing their court to the king.  The vi-
sits of the king to a young unmarried
female, who, far from ‘having the
title of ‘his mistress, displayed uni-
formly the same modesty, and the
same principles, made a great noise
at Saint Germain. The friends of
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, publicly
affirmed, that the king, in granting
 this extraordinary distinction, wish-
ed merely to make her amends for the
injustice of Madame, and they added,
in private, that Mademoisclle de la
Valliere was the intimate friend of
the king, because she had not agreed
to become his mistress.
Those persons.who disbelieve \Vhat-
- ever is out of the common order of
~things, laughed at this opinion;
while others thought, with greater .
reason, that Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere would sink under the danger to
which she was exposed by her inno-
i : cence



< 48.VALLIERE. 168

cence and inexperience;  Tu. short,
-~ the conduct of the king, and that of
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, were ad-
* mired by those generous and credu-
lous people, who are usually called, in
derision, romantic characters: in rea-
lity, such persons judge often errone-
ously, because they love with fervour
whatever is most dignified on earth;
the sublime insentiment and virtue.
This sublimity 13, doubtless, extremely
rare, but it is not ideal: happy they,
who preserve always the noble illusion
which exhibitsit, or the hope of dis-
covering it! The king, faithful to
his promise, never went to the house
of Mademoiselle de la Valliere, but
‘when -accompanied either by Bering-
hen, or the Duke de Lauzun. Certain
of being beloved, perhaps, at the bot-
tom of his heart, he expected every
thing from time, buthe considered if
as due to his fame, to bestow ot
: ~ Mademoiseil
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Madenioiselle de Ja Valliere all ‘the
‘honours to which she was entitled by
her virtues. To confound her enemies,
and to deprive Madame of the power
of calumniating her, not only did he
never attempt to intrude upon her,
without witnesses, but only saw her
when surrounded by the company
which resorted to her house. He af-
fected never to seat himself by her
*stde, nor ta speak to her in a myste-
rious manner: he never uttered a
word which could betray his affection;
he never wrote to her : but he made
‘himself amends for this constraint, by
the delightful pleasure he felt in ho-
nouring the object he adored ; by the
‘happiness which he experienced in
displaying his sentiments of admira-
tion ; in elevating her above all other
females ; and, lastly, by the satisfac-
tion of avenging her innocence, and
of humbling the pride of Madame. ‘A
: conduct
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conduct so virtuous, noble, and dis-
interested, served still more to in-
crease the ‘enthusiastic and dangerous
“attachment of Mademoiselle de la
Valliere. . Persuaded, by all that sur-!
rounded her, that every person,
without exception, did justice to her
character and sentiments, and that
even her enemies, although endea-
- vouring to calumniate lier, yet, in
reality, entertained the same opinion,
she was led to consider this trmmph
over prejudice, as much less owing to’
“herself than to the king, to whom
she attributed all the merit of obtain-
ing it: he alone, in her eyes, desery-
ed all the praise and admiration.
These delightful ideas -afforded. to
her mind a serenity which she had:
never yet experienced, and which ren:
dered her no less amiable than she
was. interesting. She: charmed all
those who approached her, by the
e elegance



S

166 = THE DUCHESS.OF

elegance and justness of her remarks;
by a graceful vivacity, an equanimi-
ty of temper, and an expression of
sweetness, tenderness, and benevo-
lence, which were never belied. )
Such was the state of the court;
when the Count de Guiche revisited
it, after an absence of six weeks. He
- was terrified at the imprudence in
which Madame had indulged: she
herself, although as much-irritated as
ever, began to repent of her conduct.
She saw, notwithstaanding the elgva-
tion of her rank, how much the ho-
mage rendered to birth alone is dif-
ferent from that which is lavished by
attachment. The Count de Guiche
promised, beforchand, to avenge the
injuries she had suffered. At the same
time, however, he convinced her how
necessary it was that she should make
some concessions to the king, if it
were only in appearance: he acted less
with
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with awview to regain the friendship of
the king, than to makeit believed that
a.reconciliation had actually taken'
~ place, or at leasttorender this circumni-
stance doubtful, which he knew would
produce nearly the same effect on the-
minds of the courtiers, as the most
complete certainty; since, in courts
- particularly, probabilities alone havea -
powerful influence on the conduct.
The count lost no time in endea-
vouring to bring about the wished-
for reconciliation ;—without inform-
ing Madame, who he knew would
oppese such a step, he sought Made-
moiselle de la Valliere, to whom he
painted Madame, afflicted, forsaken,
having aprofound regard for the king,
and unable to support a coldness
which almost entirely separated her
from him. Others, placed in the situ-
* ation of Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
: . ; . proud. .
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proud of receiving this voluntary cons
fidence, would have replied with for-
mal expressions of respect; but, in all
the bitterness of offended pride, they
would have exaggerated the resent-
ment felt by the king, repeated their
own personal 'in;juriés, and attached
great merit to theit-mediation. '« Ma-
- demoiselle de la Vaihere, however,
replied with her usual candour: she
displ ayed agsincere regret, at being

the innocent cause of the disunion of
the king and Madame, and evinced a
sincere desire to see them reconciled.
In short, far from wishing to assume
_any merit to herself in this affair, she
advised the count to speak to. the

king, and carried her modesty so.
far, as not even to say she would
support his application by her influ-

ence.. On the following. day, how-
ever, she wrote privately to Lewis,
giving him an account of her conwer-
' sation
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sation with the Count de Guiche,
-and, urging every thing ‘which she
thought would be most likely to in-
terest him in favour of Madame.
The king visited Madame in private;
théy were much embarrased, con-
versed . with «dryness, but ‘honesty,
and sépaxjated very little satisfied with
“the explanations which had taken
place; nevertheless, the friends of
Madame asserted, openly, that she
had been charmed with the king.
Lewis again attended the circle of
Madame, and she caused: it to be in-
timated to Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere,.thrat she might re-appear among
her other companions : here she fre-
Quently met the two queens, but they
always treated her, if not with dis-
idain, at least with extreme coldness.
The constraint which Madame had
mposed on herself, and which was so
imuch in opposition to her true cha-
oL 1. H racter,
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.

3 e

racter, still more increased her hatred
towards an object that had deprived .

her of her former favour and credit,
and forced from her a kind of repa-
ration; in short, she saw her rival
triumphant, adored, and yet irre-
proachable; black envy entered her
soul, and banished hence every senti;
ment of justice and generosity. The
winter passed in this way; the pas-

sion‘of Lewis assumed new strength,,

and produced a visible alteration on
his temper: he became melancholy,

absent, and pensive. In short, he -

wrote no more to Mademoiselle as a
virtuous friend, but as a discontent-
ed and passionate lover. Mademoi=
selle de la Valliere now ‘saw how
-much she had been deceived. Under
the first influence of surprise ‘and
grief, which this dfiscovery occasion-
ed, she returned a severe answer,
which threw the King into a state of

despui.

e
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A'd"es'p'air.“ Angry and chagrined, the

“virtue which Lewis had so much ad-
mired, only appeared to him .the
blackest ingratitude: he swore to
“forget her.. But how could he ba-
‘nish from his heart, and his imagina-
“tion, ‘the enchanting remembrance of
‘a modest, sensible, and virtuous wo-

man? When a lover recals only the

‘talents, the graces, and the beauty of
his mistress, he may forget; or change,
by comparing her to other females.

But few objects of comparison are

found, when he retraces the charms

-of candour, and of mnocence! . ...,
Nevertheless, Lewis appeared cold

and distant towards Mademoisclle de

la Valliere: The Countess de Sois-
sons fixed on' this instant to intro-

duce at court Mademoiselle de la

Mothe Houdancourt, a yoqng‘ person

‘possessing the most brilliant beauty,
and“who Madame immediately added

H g e to
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to the number: of her maids of ho-
nour. The king was dazzled, and fell -
into the snare. This intrigue, how-.
ever, which terminated in about two
months, afforded but a slight inter-
ruption to: his passion; he returned
to Mademoiselle de la Valliere, with
the most repentant submission, and
with increased ardour ; . but inflexi-
ble, and fortified, perhaps, by the
passing infidelity of the king, she
persevered in the same line of con-
duct, in consequence of which Lew-
is fell into a profound melancholy, .
which produced a visible influence
on his health. In this state of
mind he longed to open his heart;
“Beringhen, and Benserade had only
partly known the secret of his love;
he now found the consnlatlons of
fiiendship necessary, and fixed on the
Duke de Lauzun for his couﬁ@am
- Among all his courtiers, ‘this’ nobkfhx-n‘z.._

3 ’ g a8 ¢
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was the onewhom he loved best. Lau-
zun had highideas of chiv alry, and a
certain odd turn of mind, which natu-
rally would have displeased the king;,
who possessed good taste and simple
manners. But prinees love originality,
which is rarely to be found among
those by whom they are surrounded ! 1
Custom and etiquette, which regi-
lates their habits,” compliments, al](l
Conversatxon give to courtiers an in-

sipid 1'escn.Ll:mce. The manneis of

~ Lauzun differed from those of ail the

others; he had an exalted attachment
to the king, which he manifested on
all oecasions, by the most singular
traits of conduct: a sincere and ar-
dent enthusiasm gave to him the sole
privilege of praising Lewis, with ex-
cess, in his presence. These eulogies,

however far- fetched, and often extra- -

vagant, never resembled flattery, be-
cu.se they assumed the tone of pas-
ST H 3 : sion;

v ]
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sion. The king, as Madame de la Fay-
ette ingeniously observed, pretended
that he laughed at him*. But at
the bottom of his soul all these follies-
amused him ; his jests appeared tohim
poignant ; -and his devotedness af-
fected him without limit. Besides
the. valour of ILauzan, his romantic
gallantry and his magnificence pleased:
Lewis: he justly thought, that one
possessed of such keen and brilliant
wit, could never be ridiculous,, what-
ever might be his singularities.
Lauzun, after receiving the confi-
dence of the king, sought Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere, and solicited, in
behalf of Lewis, an explanation, that
is, a private meeting, which was re-
fused. He became angry and empas-
sioned, but could obtain' nothing.
Lewis, wounded and sincerely af-
flicted, had_ neither strength to over=
* Memoirs of Madame de lavFaydté?.**:‘:“ Y
- come;

A=
L
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come, or dissemble his C]]agl‘illl. The
same day he had an accession of fever,
and next morning was so feeble that
he could not leave his bed : the phy-
sicians declared his disease to be of a
serious nature. The fourth day Lewis
became delirious, -and talked conti-,
nual]) of Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
—he called on her name, believed she
was present, and spoke to her®,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, in the
full possession of herintellects, suffered
more than theking. Lauzun constant-
ly conveyed to her exaggerated ac-
counts of his danger, which wounded
her to the soul ; she became herself so
ill, as to be obliged to lose some blood.
Even the most incredulous were now
convinced that Madomoiselle de la
. Valliere, although herself deeply ena-
moured, had resisted the passion with
whig’lhﬂufggia more than a year, she
' * Bussy’s Memoirs, .

H 4 had
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had inSpu'ed the king, althouOB it
was reciprocal. The state into whlch'
hie had fallen, the profound melan-
choly which had preceded it, left
no doubt as to the fact.. The queen
mother sent several times to en-

¢ quire after her health, and Madame

had the mortification to see almest
the whole court feel a lively interest
in her behalf. The king- quickly
learned all these circumstances: Lau-
znn-induced him to hepe, by inform-
ing him -of all Mademoiselle de la
Vallicre had suffered, and promised
to prevail on her to visit him in pri-
vate.  In fact, he next day ventured
to make this proposition to. Made-
moiselle de la Valliere, and persuad--
ing her that the life of Lewis de-
pended on her compliance, she con-
sented to accompany him. At the
decline of day, Lauzun (Qn,iucted
h€1 through some galler@s, ot
KFGY 3 mu

=
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much frequented; they descended a
small stair-case, at the bottom of
which was a door that opened into
the apartment of the king, and of
which Lauzun had the key. His ma-
jesty had left his bed to receive her,
although he had still some consider- |
able remains of fever. Lauzun, sup-
porting Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
approached Lewis with an air of tri-
umph : he cast his sword and gloves
at the feet of the king, exclaiming,
““8ire, be you atall times the deposi-
. tory of my sentiments and my ho-
nour : who loves not thus, merits not
to be loved*.”  After this strange ac:
tion, which was intended as a lesson
to Mademoiselle de'la Valliere, Lau-
zun walked on a terrace adjoining to
the apartment of the king. - Made-
moiselle de 1a Valliere, was so much

/'~ * Memoirs of Madame dc la F ayette.
‘ SRl affected :
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. affected, that she could not articu=
Tate a single word ; she regarded the
king, who was so pale and thin as
scarcely to be known. Lewis at once
perceived the full extent of her at-
tachment ; he did not require to be
told what she had suffered, or the ex-
cess of her love; it was visible in her
countenance, and in the appear-
ance of her whole person. He
gently complained ; every word insi-
nuated itself to the bottom of the
heart of Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere: he requested permission to
visit her in secret, and, at last, ob-
tained the consent she had so long
_refused. Terror for the life of Lewis
had produced in her mind a fatal re-
- volution, and annihilated, in a mo-
ment, projects the most wise and
- firm. . Mademoiselle de la Val-
> here had vuth her, at-preseit, oneof
her kinswomen; who intended to é-
: , main

€



LA VALLIERE. 179

main, for a’ month or six weeks, at
court ; and she consented to receive
the visits of Lewis, when her friend

had departed. The joy and ecstasy

of the king made her quickly per-

" ceive the importance of the engage-

‘ment into which she had so impru-

“dently entered, and she burst into

tears. The king blaimed her emo- -
tion.—“ Alas,” said she, ‘“ T am about

to sacrifice my reputation, and my re-

pose :—but live—be happy |—” As

she pronounced these words, she rose,

recalled M. de Lauzun, and hastily

left the apartment of the king.

A few days after this interview, the
king was able to receive company,
and transact business with his minis-
ters. During the five weeks that he
waited, with anxiety, for the meeting
he had so long ardently desired, he
directed nreparations to be made for
~scme grand fétes, which were to con-

H 6 tinue -,

3



g

180 THE DUCHESS OF
tinue during four ddys, and which
were projected in compliment to Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere. At the end
of a month, he set out, with his whole
court, for Paris, to pass some time at
the'Louvre. Mademoiselle de la Val-

_ liere knew, beforehand, the intention
of these entertainments, but she was
ignorant of the plan. ' At first a tour-

 nament was held, opposite the Thuil-
leties, in 4 large enelosure, which re-
tains to this day the name of La
Place du Carrousel.  Five troops of
horse entered the lists at this foutna-
ment ;" the king was at the head of -
the Persians; the Prince de Condé

- the Turks ; his son, the Duke 'Eng=
hein, the Indians; and the duke of
Guise, the Americans. This duke of -
Guise was celebrated by his enter-
prize on Naples, by his impiisonizent,
his dels, and the gredt wumber «f

% hisf%mantic imtrigues. Some one

L3 observed,
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obsérved; on seeing Him tun with the
great Condé, ¢ Behold the heroes of
history and of fable” The queen
‘and the ladies of the court were seat-
ed under a can-py, to view the spec-
tacle. The Count de Saulx, son of
the Duke de Lésdiguiere, gained the
prize, which he received from the
hands of the quéen mother. The se-
cond day, those who éntered the lists
were arrayed in the costume of the
ancient chevaliers; the king repre=
sented Roger; all the diamonds of
his crown’ glittered on his dress, and
on that of his horse; he eclipsed all
the lords of his court, by his magni-
ficénce, but still more by the grace
and majesty of his figure. The che-
valiers were preceded by heralds at
arms, pages, and esquires, who carried
their shields, on which were pamted
their devices, and vérsés, in letters of
~gold, composed by Benserade. ~Be-

aade 1 fore -
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_fore the commencement of the games,
all the chevaliers paraded before the
queen, and three hundred ladies,
placed under triumphal arches, #su-
perbly decorated for the occasion*.
The device of the king was in allusion
to the modesty and beauty of Made-
moiselle dela Valliere. It wasa half-
blown rose, partly concealed under
its leaves, with these words :—Quan-

o si mostramen ; tanto e piu bellaft,
a device which might be applied to -
every young person, but which was
intended for one-alone. In passing
under the triumphal arches, the king

~regarded only Mademoiselle de la

Valliere: she was seated behind one

of her companions: a vivid blush

* Age of Lewis XIV.
" % The less she is shewn, the move she is beau»

tiful.  See a collection of devices ™= Father
Bouhours.

OvVeEl=
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overspread her beautiful countenance,
the half of which was only perceived
by the king ; he, however, snatched a
soft look ; but, leaning to the other
side; she was soon concealed from his -
view. Lewis cast his eyes on the de-
vice; he there found at least her
image, especially at this moment, fér
the allegory was complete.

Four times the king carried away
the prize; he was anxious to ob-
tain this; for he fought under the
‘eyes of Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere. But not receiving “the prizes
from her hand, he left them to be af-
terwards disputed by other chevaliers,
to whom he abandoned them*. The
other feats were held in that part of

. the gardens of Versailles that were fi-
nished. = The king was present, with
his court, composed of about six hun-

- * Age of Lewis XIv. .
; ! - dred
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dred persons, who, with their suite;
had all their expences defrayed by
him,—as well as others, who contri-
buted, in dny way, towards these .
entertainments. The king, and' the
youth of his court, represented ail the
divinities of fable.  An elegant car
first appeared, strewed with roses, in
“which Madame reclined, in the ¢ha-
facter of Aurora; next followed the
chariot of the sun, conducted by the
king, representing Apollo : this cha-
riot, sparkling w 1thgold was eighteen
fect high, fifteen in width, and twen-
ty-four in length. The four ages, of
gold, sitver, brass, and iron ; the'ce-
Testial -sicns; ‘the Seasons (among
which, Mademoiselle da la Valliere
represented spring) ; and the Hours
all followed at the feet of this cha-
riot. All was perfectly characteris-
- The last chariot, that ot Diana,
(represented by the young quecen)
surrounded
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s'llrro'unded by her nymphs, closed the

procession. This chariotwas of silver,

decorated with garlands of poppy, and
followed by Nightand her attendants,
The queen mother, and all the other
spectators, were under arcades, form-
éd of leaves and flowers, ornamented
with five hundred glass and silver
chandeliers, in Wthh candles were
lighted up towards evening : a railing
of gold_ enclosed this vast square,
which these divinities of Olympus
slowly traversed several times, in the
order we have described.

Duran' this time, from a well- -ap-
pointed orchestra, on the outside of
the inclosure, there was heard vocal
and instrumental music. The words
of the airs, chanted in chorus, and
composed for the festival, were full of
deh\,ate and satirical allusions to the
])ClaOl]a es. who represented the hea-
then deltles and to the passions which
: animated

2
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animated 'the court. Sometimes the
music ‘ceased all of a sudden, the
march stopped, and one of the actors
recited verses, "cvomposed ‘in honour
* of the queens or princesses. Ben-
serade, approaching the car of Apollo,
addressed the following verses to the
king : ; :

Not Phaton’s ambitious fate is thine;

Nor Daphne’s cruelty shall wake thy sighs;

He, too ambitious, perishes to shine,

~ And she, too cruel, from her lover flies!

Not in these fables we your fortune read ;

No woman flies’you! and no man can lead !

~ At the termination of these enter-
tainments, and at the approach of
night, numerous girandoles were
lighted up; and, beside these, four
thousand large lamps served com-
pletely to illuminate the space, where
the festivals were held. ~ A moving
mountain, ta‘stefully illuminated, and
covered with verdure, with flowering
: ~shrubs,
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shrubs, and wood nymphs, advanced:

at the sound of field instruments:
the .god Pan was seen descending
from it, followed by the Hamzdry-
ades, the nymphs of the meadows,
and a great crowd of shepherds, who
formed a dance, and who afterwards,
laid out the tables: the nympl)é, who
had not danced, placed upon these
tables all the delicacies which the
woods and fields produced.

After the collation, the tables were
removed : the mountain was then
suddenly transformed into a theatre,
on which was first represented the
Princesse d’ Elide, a production from
the pen of Moliere: various pastimes
were exhibited between the acts of
this drama, which was full of deli-
cate and ingenious touches, calcu-
lated to please such an assembly.. On
‘the following day fétes, of a different
Akmd but stlll more magnificent, were
given,
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‘given, In the patk were erected
numerous shops, filled with jewels
and diamonds, purchased by the king,
and all' the ladies were -invited to-
~chuse that' which best pleased theis
fancies. Afterwards, in order to give
* still greater brilliancy to this féte,
another spectacle was brought for~

ward, which accompanied the first
- representation of Zartuffe. When
such fétes present the-union of every
thing the most magnificent which
gallantry, wit, and genius can de-
vise, they leave behind them an in-
delible impression, although reason
must doubtless censure such: prodi-
gality; but such amusements served,
at least, under that reign, to encou-
rage talents and advance the arts:
far from inspiring, in general, a pas-
sion for luxury, they produced only
d dislike to every thing which was
mean and little; it is only a puerile

, taste
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taste which ruins individuals. This
noble magnificence of Lewis had no
hurttul influence upon manners, be-
cause it was aboveall imitation : this
prince did " every thing in such a
grand style, that, however much it
might be admired, it could not be
imitated. Besides, it was impossible -
that individuals, however generous
they might be, should have such men
at their command, to regulate and
adjust their festivals, as Racine, Mo-
liere, Quinault, and Boileau.

“In the midst of all these volup-
tuous entertainments, and of every
species of dissipation which could
dazzle her, who was the object of
them, the king frequently paid his
court to Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
- in order particularly to recal to her
recollection . the .p'riyate interview,
which she had promised to grant him,
This imprudent promise was not for-

» gotten, |

2



(¢

190 THE DUCHESS OF

gotten, but how could she retract it?
The king, two days afterwards, re-
paired privately to the apartments of
Mademoiselle de la Valliere : he spent
‘two hours with her: he was always \
‘respectful and reserved, but he no
donger constrained the expression of
‘his sentiments : for the first time, she
‘presumed not to impose silence upon
LT She answered him involun-
tan[y and ﬁequently without know-
ing it: did she comprehend herself,
or, at least, did she perceive the force
~of these involuntary words, which
‘escaped from the bottom of her heart?
And did she know that a look, a
smile, or a'sigh, revealed her inmost
thoughts 2..... When Mademoiselle de
la Valliere was left alone, she found
it impdssible to banish the reflections -
which ‘erowded on her mind. = She
had granted one interview, and fixed
another ! She had participated in, she
' had
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Everyoneofthese 1deas_ex01ted in hera
shivering and a painful emotion,which
appeared to dissipate all the influence
of passion: witha mind not vitiated,

‘she could no longer blind herself,

after a conduct so culpable: the re-
flections produced by remorse soon
dispelled the illusions which her mind
had unfortunately, but too' much
cherished. Having sunk in her own
estimation, she ceuld no longer de-
pend upon herself: she saw herself
on the brink of an abyss, the depth
of wh®h no illusion or imposture
could conceal: she surveyed, atten-
tively, shame and repentance, in their
true colours.  What hope ‘of happi=
ness could be allied with this fright-
ful image? She preserved nothing
of her passion, Lut a senslblllt!y that
could not ke overcome. Love, as to
her, was henceforth despoiled of all

4 - its
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,its‘:chiqrms‘: it might tyrannize over,
but could not seduce lier. subdued
without being  vitiated, she retained
only.one fatal error. She said,: & should
I fly from him, ke will not survive
sy loss. ~ Virtue may make me a-
~mends, but nothing could console hlm “
- for my desertion: he would die”.....
This sentiment fixed her destiny . .
She passed this evening at home; i;n
undressing | herself f01 the moht
she disengaged -from her neck the
cross of crystal, which she had re-
~ceived from her dymg mother: “Q
inestimable treasure,” c_rledvske Sfar
_dearer to me than life, I have pro-
faned thee; and, in losing my inno-
cence, have lost the only coﬁsolation
~which thou canst afford!....lam
-no longer permitted to wear thee, bus.
-every day thou shalt be watered with
«the: bitter- tears of repentance !” —
Knowing that it was the intention
; - c#of
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of'the king to revisit her the following

morning, Mademoiselle de la Valliere

was frequently prompted to fly from
the court, and to seek an asylum in

Touraine; an empassioned letter from

the king; deprived her of all courage,

without rendering her less irresolute.

- Shesaw himagain at the house of Ma-
dame; whére his presence, his conver-
sation; and his manner, in'some mea-
sure, reassured her confidence: she
soothed her troubled mind by flatter-

“ing herself she should summon cou-

- rage to speak to him with frankness,
with decision, andto selicit permission
to absent herself, at least, for some
time. An hour before the rendez-
vous, Mademoiselle de la Valliere
went-home to wait for the king: dur-
u1g this interval, she experienreci the
-most viclent apd painful agitation ;

. all the: reflections which she had n*ade
in the morning; crowded upon her
imagination. Terrified at her own te-

WiOTT T T merity,
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merity, she was unable to rest: she -
rose, traversed her chamber, cast her
eyes upon the clock, and saw, with
terror, the hour at hand; the least
noise made her start. ‘O torment
of an illegitimate passion {” cried she,
sinking into an arm chair; “ Ah!
could I but have foreseen all that I
suffer, what efforts would I not have
. made to prevent my ruin " What then,
is there not yet time ? .... But who will
tear me hence! I am solitary and
forsaken, and look in vain for the
support of a friendly arm!....Is
flight then impossible>” . ... . Asshe
pronounced these words, on looking
wildly round her, she heard a soft
step; her door opened; she was ready
to faint; it was the king; her ex-
treme trouble and confusion operat-
ed to embolden him ; he knew how
to avail himself of the ascendency

which the passion, the-fear, and the
timidity
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timidity he had inspired, gave him in
this interview. The victim of her
own imprudence, Mademoiselle de la
Valliere, while she preserved her prin-
ciples, sacrificed virtue :—this was to.

immolate herself. ‘
Whatever may be the capuces of
chance and of fortune, there is in
life only one revolution truly griev-
“ous and terrible; it is that which is
produced in. a generous and sensible
mind, - by a deviation from virtue,
which rends asunder all the ties of
duty : . .. What so frightful as to
lose at once the happmess of self-
esteem; to find no harmony between
our sentiments and actions; stiil to
possess in our heart the love of vir-
tue, whilst we are treading in the
paths of vice; to compare ourselves
with horror to what we formerly were;
tocast aglance of envy onthe past, and
to anticipate the future with terror and.
1.2 % ¢ dismay’!

i
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dlsmay t. .. In the midst of misfor-
tune, the mmd feels a charm in recal-
ling the idea of departed joys, but
the remembrance of innocence aggra-
vates the torments of the gullty,
their crimes dissever them from their
past actions; they no longer reflect -
on them any honour; they belie
them ; they abjure them ; what shall
1 say, they condemn them !|—What
a situation !'—What derangemenf, of
the ideas !—What laceration of the
heart l—and how much time must it
requite, in such a situation, to be-
come accustomed to oneself, that
is, to support, without despair, this
frightful - transformation! . .. . Ma-
demmselle de la Valliere, bending
under the weight of her guilt, op-
posed to the machinations of herene-
mies, and the haughty treatment of
Madame, only a profound humility.
She had formerly evinced, evenin her

presence,
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" presence, a mildness, joined to spirit,
that repressed or diverted the desire
of rendering her situation disagree-
able; being, however, no longer sup-
ported by her conscience, and having
nothing to reply to the calumnies-of
her enemies, she found herself with-
out defence against their hatred.—
‘This abasement, and the striking
change in her conversation and man-
ners, did not pass unobserved ; and
it was at first supposed the king had
forsaken her ; but this conjecture was °
quickly discovered to be groundless :
‘then they examined the actions of
Lewis—they reflected, and at last di-
vined the truth! “
Mademoiselle de la Valliere flatter-
ed herself her crime might yet remain
- undiscovered, or, at least, that it would
not be certainly known. What then
were her feelings, when, in a few
months, she perceived she -carried
: S : about

3
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about with her a proof of her disho-
nour P—Lewis could only calm her
despair, by persuading her that it was
possible, with the most perfect pru- -
dence, the secret might remain. un-
known. No person was the confidant
of it—not even her own domestics.
Lewis formally promised to confide
nothing to Lauzun, and he kept his
~word. Notwithstanding this discre-
tion, and the ‘best-laid precautions,
Madame and her friends were soon in
possession of some mysterious intelli-
gence respecting the two lovers, con-
sequently their suspicions were known
to the whole court, and regarded as
certainties. The young queen alone
remained ignorant in this respect. It
was too dangerous to speak to her
openly on this subject, as she would
repeat what was said to the king ; and
it was, besides, an odious task. They
vainly endeavoured to ‘awaken her
suspicions,
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suspicions, without compromising
their own character, by those equi-
vocal expressions, that air of mystery,
and that studied demeanour, which
says so much. Sometimes they ap-
peared to pity her, in regarding her
rival—they sighed, shrugged up their
shoulders, or affected in her presence
- to treat Mademoiselle de la Valliere
with remarkable coldness. Madane,

in particular, evinced towards this

‘unfortunate woman the most revolt-
ing disdain. Mademoiselle de la Val-

liere turned pale, cast down her eyes,

and stifled her tears. It was visible

in her countenance, that not one of

the insults she daily experienced had

failed in their effect; she was unable

to repel them; they wounded her

, proud and sensible heart, which judg-
ed itself with so much severity, Be-
lieving she, merited such outrages, -
she always,supported them with a me-
14 lancholy
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tancholy resignation, without being

able to-accustom hier mind to receive

them with indifference. -+ These mali-

cious arts, however,  failed to excite

the distrust of the queen: she was

jealous of Mademoiselle de da Motte,

for whom the king had formerly a
predilection ; and this preconception,

which, for a long time, occupied her

wmind, preserved Mademoiselle de la

Valliere from becoming the object of

her suspicions. Madame, and her

friend, the Countess of Soissons, griev-

ed at the inutility of their effortsto

open the eyes of the queen, consult-

ed, in asecret committee, the Count

de Guiche, and the Marquis de Var-

des ; the last of whom proposed a

plan the most extravagant and dan-

_gerous; but they hoped this baseness,
~would prove - the ‘destruction of Ma-
‘demoiselle de la'Valliere, and hatred,
still less considerate than love, did

not
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not hesitate to adopt a measire, the .
employment of which promised a
pmrﬁpt and successful issue. Ma-
dame had in her possession a letter
from the king of Spain, the queen’s
father, by means of which they were
enabled to counterfeit his hand-writ=
~ ing, and to fabricate a letter, in Spa-
* mish, as if from him to the queen, in
which was fully detailed the intrigue
of Lewis and Mademoiselle dela Val=
liere. « ‘The letter concluded, by ex-
horting the queen to demand from
Madame the dismission of Mademoi-
selle dela Valliere. - They conceived,
justly, that, in time, the queen would
detect the fraud which had been thus
practised on her; but they flattered
themselves, that, in the first instance,
, she would be its dupe—that she would
never discover the authors—that she
would complain to the queen mother,
whom the king respected so much—

19 that
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that shewould require from Madame
the banishment of Mademoiselle de
la Valliere—and that at least this un-
~ fortunate woman, so mild, timid, and
7 sensible of her guilt, would no longer
appear, but remain forever far distant
from the court !

If we did not know the b:meful
- effects which immoderate ambition,
united to hatred, to envy, and wound-
éd pride, produce on violent charac-
ters, it would be impossible to con- §
“ceive that so vile'a conspiracy should
have been formed by persons of such
rank, by women so young, ‘and who,
till then, had displayed so many ami-
able qualities.

As the king did not intend to sleep
at Saint Germam it was agreed that,
the same evening, the Countess de
Soissons' should gd to pay her court.
to ‘the queen, and that she should
slip, slily, the forged 1ett§r into the

bed
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bed of that princess. This, in fact,
was executed, butla Molina, a Spa-
nish waiting-maid to the queen, hav-
ing found this letter, instead of men-
tioning the circumstance to her
nlistress, gave it, the next morning,
to the king. Lewis thought that
he recognized, in this letter; the
hand-writing of the king of Spain; -
“but, not understanding Spanish, he
caused it to be translated, by la Mo-
lina, who, after having read it, told
him, that the language was so bad,
and so contemptible, that it could
not be the performance either of the
king, or even of a Spaniard. We
‘may easily judge how great was
the rage and indignation of Lewis. -
Anxious to have this affair immedi-
ately elucidated, his impatience did
not allow him to wait for Lauzun,
who at that, time was not at Saint

o TG Germain,
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Germain, but he instantly sent for
the Count de Guiche. He trembled,
~ on entering the cabinet of the king,"
 when he saw and recognised “the
forged letter in his hand. Hebe-
lieved himself undone.” The ‘kiﬁ?g',
too much agitated himself to observe
his confusion, quickly removed his
apprehensions by charging him to dis-
cover the authors®of ‘this forgery.
The. count’.éndeavwmed‘ to direct his
suspicions ‘towards Mademoiselle de
Montpensier. Lewis replied, that he
- esteemed her too much, ‘to think her
capable of such baseness. - The'count
did not persist, and promised faith-
~ fully to execute the commission given
him. . A few days afterwards, he m-
- peached the Duke and Duchess de
. Navailles; and to this atrocious ca-,
lumnyhe added several circumstances,
which rendered it so probable, that
£ : gy the
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the king did niot doubt of its” truth.
Mademoiselle ‘de la_ Valliere, whom
he fimmediately 'informed of every -
thingthat had passed, endeavoured
in*vain ‘to mitigate his rage; but;
notwithstanding her tears and solici-
tations, the duchess and her husband
were ‘both exiled. *'On  discovering
this: event, however, la Molina told
the king that she had discovered a
circumstance which excited in her
mind great suspicions against another
person ; and she recounted that the
young Philippa, a little Spaniard, at-
tached to the queen, having sat down
behind a window=-curtain, in the
chamber of that princess, on the
evening in which the letter had been
put into the bed,; saw the countess de-
Soissons erter alone, and by stealth,
into the chamber, approach the bed,
kift up the, coverlid, and afterwards
vetire with® precipitation. This ac-
" count
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count' was conclusive. The king,
upon this information, went to the
hou'se of the countess, and, without
cexemony, affirmed, he had indubit-
able proofs that she was the writer
.of the letter.—When a man is detect-
ed in the commission of any crime,
he may contradict himself, and his
answers may be at variance with each
other, but he generally persists in de-
nying it; whilst the woman, who
wants presence of mind, for the most
part, instantly confesses every thing.
In general, women cannot struggle
against déstiny. The Countess de
Soissons, although naturally astful,
admitted immediately that she had
written the letter; but she had the
meanness to accuse Madame, and the
Count de Guiche.. She was immedi-
ately commanded to leave the court.
The Count de Guiche and the Mar-
quis de Vardes were exiled, a punish-
ment
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ment too mild for such an offence:
under a prince less generous they
would have lost their liberty. The
Duke and Duchess of Navailles were
recalled ; and Lewis, conceiving it
necessary to make them an ample
amends, bestowed upon the duke a
place which he had long anxiously
wished for, but which he had never
ventured to solicit.

- The king was much. irritated against -
Madame, and, for some time, did not
visit at her house, to which, however,
at the pressing solicitations of Made-

“moiselle de la Valliere, he was in-
duced to return.  Madame was suf-
" ficiently punished in not having been
able to injure the ObJCCt of her hatred,
and in losing, at the same time, the
esteem of the king, her friend, her
lover, and the hope of retaliation. All”
these mtngues sensibly afflicted Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere. ‘‘ 1 have

' hitherto
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hitherto only produced evil,” said she,
it 1s I who:have caused these dis-
putes and these exiles: the sufferers
Adpt i that at least they had not
aright to despise me !” ... .. The bit-
terness of this last reflection was still
farther aggravated by an incident
which made a deep impression upon
her mind. She had brought from |,
“Touraine a young waiting=maid, to
whom  she was extremely attached,
because' this young woman, having
been educated with herself, had ac-
quired greater knowledge and accom-
plishments than usually-fell to thedot
of persons in that situation,
Rosalie (that was her name) loved
and revered her mistress ; she always
refrarded her as a model of’ virtue, be-
" ‘cause she was ignorant ‘of her love,
and of her weakness. Oneday, bathed
i tears, she fellat hexfeet,and avowed
'that:
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that, wéceived and seduced, she was
about to become a mother. “ Un-
fortunateRosalie,” cried Mademoiselle
dela ¥alliere, with extreme eni6tion.
‘“Ah! Mademoiselle,” replied Rosalie,
“T know how inexcusable you think
mie!—=But he evinced so much love !”
““Is hesingle 77— O heavens! Ma-
demoiselle; do you believe me suffi-
ciently wicked to suppose I ‘would
have yielded to a married man ?’'—
‘This simple reply was distressing, and
produced all the effect that might
‘b€ expected ona delicate and sen-
sible heart | Mademoiselle de la Val-
lieve ‘concealed her face with her
handkerchief, and remdined silent;
Rosalie continued to intercede for
pardon.: ““Ah! Rosalie,” said she,
,““would to heaven we had yet re-,
mained ' in the happy province where
wewere born ! . .. But, however, since
your lover.is unmarried, you may yet
foth 7 become
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" become happy”— *“ Alas! I mourn
my guilt, and his inconstancy; he
abandons me !".... * Has he then
ever loved you *” — ‘ His passien
was extreme; it has undergone a
change.” * Is it possible ?"—* Yes,
among men.” At these words Ma-
demoiselle de la Valliere shuddered,
and the tears fell from her eyes in
abundance. . . . She embraced Rosalie,
“and promised never to forsake her.
Madamede Themine wrote constant-
1y to her friend, who being no longer
able to support the eulogiums she be-
stowed on her character, determined
to make her the confidant of her guilt.
‘But females the most sincere never
make such confessions without some
reserve ; she spoke only of her weak-
ness, but concealed its consequences,
She received from Madame Themine,
a reply containing the following
words ; :
“ What
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“What, 1! cease to love you,
when you are more than ever to be
pitied ! Ah! my friend, you have no
need to paint to me the pains which
wound your heart; in acknowledging
your guilt, you have informed me
what you suffer. One crime in a life
S0 pure, is it hot the most fatal re-
verse? . ... Could you fear me? Could
you suppose that, knowing you from
your infancy, it was possible for me
to despise you?....If this melan-
choly secret be discovered, mankind,
it is true, have a right to judge you
with severity, to disbelieve your re-
morse, and your disinterestedness, and
to believe you are alone actuated by
a culpable ambition ; but me, can I,
at the bottom of my soul, mistake

,you; can I calumniate youa single
instant in my thoughts ?. ... I boast
not of my conduct, I have only to
rejoice in my good fortune.

; ¢1 have
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T have not quitted the happy S0-
litude where, thanks to heaven, I am -
fixed for-ever. Your example ex-
plains to me all the danger of the se-
duction which surrounds you, and,
knowing that you have not been<able
to withstand it, I am taught to dis-
trust myself. © The ‘error you de-
plore, instead ‘of raising me in my
own estimation, serves only to render
me more humble. Do you mot still

_entertain the same sentiments and the
same opinions? Did you forsake them
when you was misled? Doubtless
not. . The same relations still subsist
between us :—your soul is unchang-
ed. Our perceptions, our judgments,
our feelings, are similar. Your affec-
tion is most dear to me. I am al-
ways proud of my friend ; but, alas!,
with what bitterness are those sensa-
tions now intermixed. I-participate
your sorrows.  The anguish which

e torments
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torments you, and the tears 'which
you shed, are all present to my mind.
Your sufferings break my heart, and
yet, I have no consolation to offer
you. I love your sincere and pro-
found repentance: it weighs heavy
on you; but, were it even in my
power, I would neither wish to re-
lieve you from it, nor mitigate its
force. Hitherto, I would have made
any sacrifice to have saved you from:
pain; but now, to find you content-
ed and happy, would be to me the
greatest misfortune.  How strange
this subversion of ideas and senti-
ments |—My friendship for you is
unchangeable. Your confidence, on
the contrary, would,  if possible,
draw closer the ties, and the tender
compassion I feel, renders it yet
‘more lively. But your error has’
destroyed its charm ! Ah! restore
me that Cha.rnr you can yet restore
it 1---
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it —Why postpone the return to vir-
tue, without which, you must want
even the illusion of happiness. It
would be uncommon! it would be
noble to resolve, without hesitation,
on the sacrifice which, assuredly, you
must one day make! O my friend, 1t
is not a rigid censor who condemns
thee : it is the companion of thy in-
fancy who with sighs recals thee!
Come—these peaceful shades, which
were so dear to thee, are not chang-
ed: Return, and find once more in
them the consolations of friendship
and repose! Thou wilt bring back
an inflamed, agitated heart; but a
great action, once performed, in-
spires a thousand times more force,
than was necessary for its execution.
Thou wilt return triumphant, and
say to me—¢ when I was under the
strongest influence of passion, and
when I was the object of, the most
ﬂmttennrr
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Aflattering adoration, I tore thyself
from all the seductions of love !’ Come
then'let us weep together: consider,
that time always dissolves criminal
bonds:-have courage then, and in-
stantly burst them asunder---dare to
break a shameful chain---a chain
which is at once ponderous and fra-
gile, and can only fix an indelible
stain on those who are so infatuated
as to persist in wearing it.

* Would you persevere in so dread-
ful a course? No, I am sure you
must, at the first step, recoil with a
horror, which will for ever confirm
you in the happy path of virtue; a
path which’ you will never again quit,
because you have learned that pain
is the consequence of"deviating from
it.  Repentance, when tardy, has
the appearance of lassitude, but how”
noble is it, . when accompanied with
all the lustre of youth and beauty.

Shall
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Shall I go for you? - Say but thé
word, and I will set out ‘tha;t mo-.
ment. It seems to me, that the ar-
dent friendship, the pure affection I
 feel for you, ought to give me over
you the authority of amother. Alas!
if thy parent existed, she would open
to you her arms: could you refuse
to throw yourself into them ?---
Come to me;---1 supply her place;
«---1 have  all her tenderness;---
I feel all the sorrow she would have
experienced ! * Recolléct, that, when
dying, she ordered me to watch over
your futare life. I owe:it; there-
fore, to the memory of my benefac-
tress, and, above all, to our friend-
ship, to require of you this prompt
and rigorous sacrifice; but are not
my prayers and my tears sufficient to
‘obtain it? Would you: prefer the
transient pleasure of a day, ‘the fleet-
ing passion of a season,ito theper-

manent
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manant consolations of virtue ? You
are afraid to afflict him; who bhas
ruined yous; but have you no pity
for your faithful fifend? A royal
lover may find means to divert his
grief, and compensate his loss. But
how shall T avoid your image, in a
spot where every thing reminds meof
those days of innocence and happi-
ness which we spent together >~~How
painful will be my sensations, when
passing through the walks of young
willows, where every tree still bears
the initials of Lowisa and Eudovia—
in those ‘meadows, which recal all
the sports of our childhood—in that
forest, where, during our long walks,
we formed so many virtuous projects.
Tell me not, there is no longer-time.
Atnineteen, an extensive prospect of ?
life lies before us, and the error of a
moment ouglit not to pollute, at once,
the future and the past. Hasten to
MOL. T. s e me;

3
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me then. When you breathe again
your natal air, such is its pure, mild
influence, you will imagine you have
commenced a new life, and recovered
all your former innocence. If you
hesitate, an odious celebrity will soon.
be the result of your weakness. You
will no longer be able to disguise
your situation, and friendship, abash-
_ed, will be incapable of defending you.
Your name will be conveyed to the
extremities of the earth, but you will
be known only for your dishonour.
The most reserved of women will be
rendered the most conspicuous. Her
modesty and dignified feelings will
prove her torment.—Her noble qua-
lities will only add to her confusion,
and augment the poignancy of her
regret.  But what will become of
me? I, who used to take so much
pride in your virtues and in your re-
putation. What will be my feelings,

when
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when 1 shall no longer be able to
hear your name mentloned without
blushing ? -
Abise notwrthstandmg my wishes,
.and my pressing solicitations, you -
ive me a refusal, still I will expect
'you.—My arms shall always be open
to you. I never can visit the place
you inhabit, except to tear you from
it. But I shall always be ready to re-
ccive you. Dear, unfortunate friend,
adieu ! - If ingratitude and incon-
stancy should one day make you heave
a sigh, recollect that there is yet
one heart, which knews no change
towards you: a heart still faithful,
teeling, and cmnpassioi;ate-—tfzaz‘ of
your Eudoxial®
The grateful enthusiasm with which
this letter inspired Mademoiselle de.
la Valliere was so powerful, that, if
her situation had permitted her to un-
dertake so long a journey, she would
» K2 have

1]
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have departed immediately ; but, in
the condition she then was, how
could she return to her own province,
and appear before her filend. She
replied, 1n expressions of the most
lively sensibility, and made a formaly
and sincere promise to quit the court
in two or three months.
 Mean while the crisis which was so
- terrible, and so much feared, arrived
at last. Mademoiselle de la Valliere
having suffered, in silence, during a
whole day, felt, towards evening, such
violent pains, that she sent notice to
the king, who hastened to her imme-
diately, with the physician, to whom
he had entrusted the secret, a nurse,
and Mademoiselle d’Artigni, now the
“Marchioness de Sourdis. The pains
of Mademoiselle de la Valliere were
oreatly prolonged by the constraint
she imposed on herself. ~ Afraid of

being heard, she allowed not a cry, 0T
a groan,
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a groan, to escape her.  The physician-
exhorted her not to repress the ex-
pression of her pains. “Ah!” replied
she, “ I have no right to complain.”
- Lewis mever appeared so tender, and
50 passionately fond. He would not
leave her for a moment. Bathed in
tears, he every moment put questions
to the physician, and no answer could
satisfy him. He saw her pain—he
feared the worst—he cried; wildly,
Save her! Save her! My life de-
pends upon hers ! Save her, and all
7 possess is yours. .

. It was not until the next morning
that Mademoiselle de la Valliere, for-
getting her pains, her fears, and her

shame, found herself a mother, and
clasped her child in her arms! The
king, in his transp\ort; -embraced all,
who .were in the apartment. His
Joy was no-less than had been his
sorrow. Proofs of so great tender-

K 37 3 ness
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ness still more insepafably‘ri\'efec}
the attachment of Mademoiselle de la
Valliere,. How powerful is gratitude
when united with.love! From that
moment the engagement formed with
Madame de Themine was retracted.
A vow, which cost less, was taken.
She promised, from the ' bottom of
her heart, never to abandon him who
knew so well how to love !
Mademoiselle de la Valliere, after a
few hours rest, awaked in a kind of
fiight, her mind being impressed with
the idea of the gueen’s coming at
noon to her chamber. In fact, this
princess, who went every day to
mass, in a private chapel, was in the
lhabit of passing through the apart-
ment of Mademoiselle de la Valliere,
“«to avoid a long winding passage. Ite
was, at first, proposed to prevent her
entrance, but Mademoisclle de la
Vallicre, to avoid every: §uspicion,
formed
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formed suddenly the strangeresolution
of receiving her. She caused the room
to be filled withVﬂowering plants. Her
bed was surrounded by them, and she
inhaled a perfume, which, in her si-
tuation, was dzingerous to her. But,
though she believed she was endan-
gering her life, she hoped to save her
honour.  The queen came: all the -

~doors were thrown open, and she was
told that Mademoiselle de la Valliere

~ was indisposed. The queen, perfumed
with amber, approached the bed of

Mademoiselle de la Valliere, and
spoke to her with great Kindness.
Half an hour after, Mademoiselle de

la Valliere fainted. Next day, how-

_ ever, she had the courage to riseand.
dress herself to receive the queen, to

,accompany her to the chapel, and, i1
the evening, toappear, for a moment,
i the circle; at Madame’s. :

Notw:thstandmtr so much courage
and plecautxon thlS event was un-
K 4 kpown
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known' only to the queen : ever y one
else was informed of what had passed,
and Mademoiselle de Ta Valliere had
not even' the consolation of deceiving
herself in that respect. A thousand -
circumstances convinced her that her
dearest secret -was published. She
redoubled her schemes of caution and
concealment. Too ingenuous, and
too sincere, to dissemble her senti-
ments, she wished, at least, that no
one should be able to reproach her
with open indecorum ; and that if she
could not altogether escape suspicion,
no one should have the dreadful right
of accusing her with certainty.

The passion of the king, far from
diminishing, seemed daily to increase.
The gentleness and sensibility of Ma-

«lemoiselle de la Valliere, even her.
remorse, and the mystery with which
she endeavoured to cover her con-
duct, served always to ‘renew the

charms
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_charms of their meeings, and‘to aug-
‘ment the ardour of their love, It

was vainly calculated that a passion,
which had lasted more than  three
years, must be onits decline ; and
new attempts were still unsuccessfully
made to entrap- the heart of Lewis.
Neither the beauty. of Madame de
Monace, or of Madame de Soubise,
nor the seductive graces of the Prin-
cess Palatine, could detach Lewisfrom
her whom alonehe loved, andwho pos-
sessed all his confidence. No advan-
tage was obtained, except that of ex-
citing some alarmin the heart of Made-
moiselle de la Valliere. Her anxiety,
expressed with all the delicacy of the
tenderest sentiment, .served only to
render her more interesting in the
_eyes of her lover, and his care in re-
moying her uneasiness, rendered still
more striking the love with which
she inspired him. Hatred is,less sti-
K5 ~ mulated
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mulated by vengeance, than by fiuit-

less efforts. . Of all the passions, it is

most fed by vain desires and deceit-

ful hopes. The enemies of Mademoi-

selle de la Valliere, became more ar-

dent in proportion as the constancy

of the king, and the excess of his pas-

sion obliged them to conceal their

animosity, and assume the appearance :
of moderation.

* The health of the queen mother
had been long declining ; her disorder
suddenly grew worse, and the physi-
cians declared it mortal. = The king,
who was the most affectionate and-
best of sons, displayed, on this occa-
sion, a sensibility truly affecting:
Mademoiselle de la Valliere shared
his sorrows; mingled her tears with
his, and was transported with joy to
see him so worthy of being loved.
During this last illness of.the queen,
she never left Madame, who remain-

4 ed

&
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ed constantly in the apartment of the
dying princess. The king was deeply
afflicted, and every one else appeared
to be no less sorrowful. Mademoi-
selle de la Valliere experienced an
inexpressible pleasure in Weeping
freely with the king, notwithstanding

the presence of so many witnesses;

in publicly uniting herself to his re-
gret, his wishes, and his sentiments;
in expressing truly all that others
pretended to feel; ‘in no longer con-
fining the emotions of her heart,
while every one else regulated theirs
by his: and, finally, in the thought

" ‘that she alene could console him! .

She saw him pass three successive

days and nights by his mother’s pil-

low, without quitting her for a mo-

.ment, even tochange his dress. Shg
saw . him « faint at a time when the

queen, being about to fall asleep,
closed her’eyes.” Lewis, believing she

K6 had
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- had expired, became immediately
senseless. The queen died of a can--
cer, which had an effect so very of-
fensive, that her attendants could not
approach her until they had bathed
themselves with spirits. L’ewis, how-
ever, took none of these precautions.
Seated by his mother’s pillow, and
within the curtains of her bed, he
constantly held one of herhands in his.
He passed days and nights with his
head close to the diseased bosom of
her who gave him life ; and, doubtless,
his filial piety was a salutary balm,
which mitigated her sufferings. On
the evening of her death, the queen
gave her will to the king, begging of
him to read it with attention, to make
such changes as he might think

Jproper, and afterwards to sign it. -
Lewis signed it immediately, without
reading it.  After her deéath, though
: : ; & he
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he was unwell, he proceeded imme-
diately to business, It was a duty
which he had the courage to perform:
but six weeks elapsed before he ap-
peared in public. To the memory
of this dear and respected mother,
- he paid the most pointed: attention.
1t was ‘at this time, he ordered that
~ beautiful medal to be struck, the de-
~ sign of which he planned himself, Tt
represented, on the one side, thé
profile of Ann of Austria; on - the
other, . Religion and. Modesty, em-
bracing, and reclining on an altar.*
The king had long burned with the
desire of rescuing Mademoiselle de la
Valliere from the imperious authonty
of Madame, and of relieving himself
fromadisagreeable constraint, by pub-

* See the work, with engravings, by Pere
Menetuar, on the medals struek during this
reign, -

licly
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licly declaring the criminal choice of
his heart. The certainty of niortally
afflicting the queen mother had hi-
therto alone been capable of repres-
sing so violent a desire:” but feeling
this restramt no- more, he was now
desirous of realizing a project which
‘had long been dear to him. He sug-
gested 1t to Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere, who opposed it with equal force
and sincerity. The first objection
was, the just sorrow which such a -
circumstance would cause to *the
“queen. - ““ You deceive yourself re-
specting her sentiments,” replied
Lewis: ‘‘ 1 assure you she has no
passion for me.” * Ah! that is im-
possible,” exclaimed Mademoiselle de.
la Valliere: “ O, I conjure you do
oot add to the weakness with whlch,
I have to reproach myself, the crime
- of insulting- and afflicting virtue: I
am sufficiently guilty, domot render
me
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me odious; but, above all, consi-
der your own glory, which is now
also mine, for I can have no other!
Leave to me the oblivion of the world;
obscurity, if it be possible: splendour
and fame would, to me, yield only
shame. Ah! since I have ruined my-
self for you, at least preserve for me
that unstained reputation, of which I
have still aright to be proud. What
sentiment of honour would remain to
elevate my soul, if you'ceased to merit
the enthusiasm you now inspire? The
-admiration with which you are re-
garded cannot justify me, but it
excuses me, and, above all, it con-
soles me. Do not lessen that ad-
miration, by publicly testifying a
contempt of conjugal fidelity;—by
‘giving a daring example, which can-
not fail to have a most pernicious in-
- fluence on public morals? Yeur foi-
bles will be respected so long as you
: “seem
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seem careful te. conceal them, and
while they cannot be discovered but
with difficulty. But what indulgence
will be due to yowif you publish them
yourself?  What teo would ‘be my
despair, to see the publie veneration
for you decay, and to know that I
was the fatal cause of the change |—
Adduce not the example.of your
grandfather; he loved only ambitious
‘women, who were solicitous of ob-
taining the shameful title of fa-
vourites. They braved hatred and
contempt, in order to rule and aecu-
mulate riches. Would you confound
me vith them? Would you-have his- -
tory transmit my name to posterity
among names already marked with
dishonour.”

* The king was affected by this noble
remstance and appeared. to yield to
the force of the reasons she urged,
but he Wwas fax from renouncing 2

= project
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project to which he attached all the
happiness of his liie.

Some time after this conversation,
Mademoiselle de la Valliere followed
Madame. to Compiegne, where the
court remained for six weeks, and the
- king frequently hunted in the forest.
On’one of those occasions Mademoi=
selle de la Valliere was, during the
chace, in the carriage of Madame.
Her eyes were fixed on the king, who,
~on horseback in particular, surpassed
all the brilliant youth by whom he
was surrounded, for no man ever rode
with more grace and spirit. ~His ma-
jesty, wishing to cros$ part of the
ground, was stopped by a broad ditch.
Some of his attendants advised him
to return by the way he came, and
Mademaiselle de la Valliere trembled, |
when_ she heard him say, witha smile,
that no obstacle should ever make
him turn back.—In truth, what dan-

T ger
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ger can dismay the lover when he is
animated by the presence of his mist
~tress 7 Lewis spurred his lmo;se, and
nstantly eleared this enormous ditch,
but the animal fell, after the effort,
and threw the king. Mademoiselle
de la Valliere saw nothing more. ~ She
gave, from the bottom of her heart,
a sigh which seemed to" be her last,
and, closing her eyes, sunk down with=
‘out sense or motion. 'The king had
broke his arm; but, notwithstanding -
the great pain he felt,. he rose imme-
diately. Madame’s carriage rapidly .
approached him; but, in this moment
of trouble and alalm no one thought
of assisting’ Mademoiselle de 1a Val-
liere, who was still in a swoon. The
king was ‘requested to enter the
«carriage, and he consented. Wher
he saw Maderhoiselle de la Valliere
pale, inanimate, and motionless, with -
her head lying on the shoulder of the
lady
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tady who sat next her, he then began
really to feel pain.—*‘ Great God!”
he exclaimed, ““attend to her—" say-
ing these words, he seized a smelling
bottle, which Madame had drawn
from her pocket, and held it to Ma-
* demoiselle de la Valliere. She opened
her eyes, perceived the king, and
melted into tears—the tears of Lewis
were mingled with hers. Madame,
secretly offended, sought to avenge
‘herself, by affecting to shew how
much embarrassment she felt on ac-
count of this scene. It was in her
power to hayve diminished. its noto-
riety, by testifying, on her own part,
some sorrow for the accident which
had caused it; but her cold, distant air
served only, by the contrast, to ren-
der the extreme sensibility of Made-
moiselle de la Valliere more striking.
At this mement; no one attempted

to express so much regret for the
king’s.
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king's misfortune, as on any other oc-
casion’' they would have affected to
feel. Lvery one, in some degree, se-
cretly envied the involuntary emo-
‘tions which had betrayed so. passion-
ate an attachment. I;tf was evident
that all other testimonies of affection
would now appear feeble. ~ In sucha
situation, when ‘it is impossible to
sﬁrp_ass, ‘or even to equal, what has
‘been already done, thissort of flattery
is renounced. There is too much
discouragement to feign it, ‘and vex-
ation often gives the appearance of
insensibility, where it really does not
exist. :
After Mademoiselle de la, Valhele
was recovered, she observed one' of.
the kmo s carriages apploachmo and
. Wished to leave Madame, in order-to
make more room for the king, This,
however, Lewis would not permit, but
went himselfinto his own. It wasnot
known
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Xnown that his arm was broken, but
from the report of the surgeons.  How
much did Mademoiselle de la Val-
liere admire his courage! how ten-
derly was she affected by so much
love. Her anxiety for the situation
of the king prevented her from re-
flecting on the imprudence of her
conduct: but Lewis knew how to
take advantage of what had passed.
He observed to her, that, after so pub--
lic an expression of their attachment,
it would be in vain to pretend to make
any longer a mystery ofit. He add-
ed, that he could no longer see her
subject to the pride and affected
disdain of Madame. In a word, he
pressed, conjured her with the most
earnest solicitations :—he was sick,
and in pain :—still, however, he could .
not procure from her a formal con-
sent,—but he conducted himself asif
he had obtained it.

The
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The magnificent buildings at Vers
- sailles were almost finished.  As soon
as the king found himself convales-
cent, he proceeded with all the court
to this spot, which was of his own
creation. He purchased the Hotel
de Biron, with an intention of giv-
ing it to Mademoiselle de la Valliere.
When every thing was ready for the
execution of tUs.de&gn, he bethought
‘himself of the two children still in the
cradle, of whom Mademoiselle de la
‘Valliere was themother. Hepurchased
the estate of Viaujour, which he creat-
ed for her into a duchy, in her own
right, and gave to her the title of
Duchess de la Valliere, which, from
that time, she always bore at court.
It was in vain that the greatest mo-
narch in the universe‘exerted all his -
influence to elevate the object of his
love. The unfortunate Duchessde la
Valliere,
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Valliere, notwithstanding ail the
splendour of her new fortune, felt
Jherself more than ever weighed down
by an accumulating load of shame |—
After the public act which secured to
her children the rank of princes of the
blood, she earnestly entreated the king
to allow her to live in retirement, at
Versailles ; and she rejected all his
presents, till urged, by the united in-
fluence of love and authonty, to ac-
cept them.
~ Sovereigns may confer rank, and
bestow riches ; but neither rank nor
riches can redeem virtue. The splen-
did favours which Mademoiselle de la’
"Valliere was continually receiving
from the king, only furnished her
with fresh subjects of self-reproach.
It was impossible to take leave of
Madames; she could not support her -
presence; she requested her dismis-
- sion
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~sion in the most respectful manner ;
and, penetrated with a sense of ‘pro-
found humiliation, shut herself up in
the superb mansion, which love had |
~embellished on her account. = “ Here,
then,” said she, ¢ behold me ranked
in the despicable class of proud and
sordid females, whom unpartial his-
tory has for ever stamped with the
badge of mfamy! The pageantry
‘with which I am surrounded, while
it manifests my shame, deprives me
of every thing that could palliate it.
Alas! T have sacrificed myself,-and
mankind will be persuaded that it -
was to crratify my ambition !  What
is this, in fact, but to appear the de-
clared mistress of a king ?P—the most‘
celebrated courtesan of. a nation!—

_Oh! how is it possible to support
this load of ignominy!” This pain-
ful reflection made so’st:ron'g an im-
i soshseae Cipiession
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presgi-oh on her mind, that, notwith-
standing the entreaties of the king,.
she remained upwards of fifteen days
in a state of seclusion, before she could
resolve to go abroad, and receive even
her most intimate friends.

There had been placed, in her
~ chamber, a jewel-box, filled with
diamonds and precious stones : all of
~these she sold, and, with the money
which they produced; founded two
hospitals : the one for poor old men,
and the other for the education of
young female orphans.

The king- expressly required that
Mademoiselle de la. Valliere should
reappear at court; but when, in com-
pliance with this request, she left her
own house, she was struck with terror
at seeing, around her carriage, a mul-
titude of people, whom curiosity had
collected : she conceived that an ex-
_ pression of msolent contempt, or of
VOL 1. L - coneealed

»
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concealed hatred, was visible on their
countenances. ~ Pale and trembling,
she scarcely dared to raise her eyes,
and her distress was still more aug-
mented on entering the chateau: all
the courtiers whom she met eagerly
crowded around her, but this homage
served only to increase her shame.
She had nearly fainted, on appeating
in the presence of the queen: she
could not utter a single word: her
emotion was so evident, that even the
queen appeared to pity her : she spoke
to her with that condescension which
uniformly characterised  her: the
duchess was very respectful, and her
eyes were filled with tears: her feelings
were much less injured by the con-
duct of Madame, who received her
with the most chilling indifference.
The Duchess ‘de la Valliere flat-
tered herself, it would.not be neces-
sary that she should frequently return
to
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to court : never since her connexion
with the king, did she find herself so

unfortunate: never had her remorse

produced so much bitterness: a tra-

gical event filled up the measure of
her misfortunes. , !

- The Marquis de Brag elone W ho had
for merly conceived forher, at the cha-
teau delaValliere,a very ardentand ten.
derpassion, still retained the same sen-
timents, notwithstanding an absence
of five years. Madame de Themine
had, for a long time, spoken in high
terms of the duchess but, although
she aftel wards ceased to write, the
marquis, beuw always. at a distance
with his regiment, attributing the in-
terruption of this correspondence
merely to the difficulty of transmit-.
ting letters, experienced nouncasiness: |
l‘le_th@;ught only of rendering himself
worthy of her whom he adored ; he
dlatmoulshed himself in several bril-

L 2 . liant

v
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liant actions. ~ The repxifétibn which
he should acquire, by augmenting his

‘hopes, seemed to increase his passion ;

and, influenced by enthusiastic sen-
timents of love and glory, he availed
himself of some moments of leisure
and liberty to fly to Versailles, wholly
unconscious of what Paris had known -
for several weeks. Having travelled
with the greatest haste, and having
auestioned no person upon the road,
he immediately, on his arrival at Ver-
sailles, enquired after Mademoiselle
de la Valliere, in the suite of Madame,
This question appeared strange, and
the answer operated as a stroke of

- thunder-on this unfortunate lover!...

=

What a misfortune to lose, at once,
suddenly, all the illusions which gave
a charm to life, and every hope of
happiness and eonsolation ... A dread-

. ful oppression reidered:him speech-

less for some minutes; but very soon
collecting
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collecting all his energy: I will
go,” said he, “and, before taking an
* eternal farewel, see her once more !"...
He hurries to the Hotel de Biron.
In order to secure a more ready ac~
cess, he contrives tosay, that he came
from Madame. de Themine: on pro-
nouncing this name, all the gates are
immediately opened; no enquiry is
made as to his own. He traverses,
with an indignation which oppresses
bim, a long suite of magnificent
apartments; He afterwards enters a
closet, where he discovers Madame
de la Valliere more beautiful, more
affecting than ever, alone, in the me-
lancholy and dejected attitude of a
person, buried in a profound reverie.
She was sitting on a sopha, opposite
to a large portrait of the king... At the,
. unexpected sight of the Marquis de
Bragelone, she starts, blushes, and
covers her face with her hands....He

L3 stopped |

v
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stopped a few paces from her; and,
supporting himself against atable pale
and motionless, he regarded her atten-
tively...She thought he was a spectre...
= % Ah! fly;” said she; “fly! ‘aniin-
famous woman! wholly unworthy
yotur ‘affection ., vy % Fallen
angel I”" he exclaimed. = At these
words, the duchess could not restrain
her tears. ¢ Alas!"—replied he,—
¢ would that I could also weep !”.
Oh!” coutinued he,—¢ thou, Whom
I adored as the model of every virtue,
I discover yet in thee that celestial
image, and my greatest torment is
to discover, on beholding thee, that
- thou hast not gone astray, without .
losing, for ever, even the shadow of
repose ! . . .. Alas! you were bound
&by no promise to me ! I have nore=~
proach to make; I know it : but, in
ceasing to admire you; I Tose the idea

_of happlness and all the happy en-
bk thusiasm
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thusiasm of an ardent and virtuous
AN, = e On seeing you the vic-
tim of seduction, I have ceased to
exist!”. .. “Ah!” said the duchess,
 at’ least reputation and glory will
console you!”..“ Glory !” .. replied
he; “ and for whom should I fight ?
what hand could bestow upon me the
reward of valour ?” On pronouncing
these words, he cast his eyes on the
portrait of theking : he groaned, and
after a moment’s silence,——*‘ Fare-
well 17, .. . said he,—* farewell ! . . .
hope— emulation—ambition —patri-
otism you have destroyed all the
sentiments of this lacerated heart ! ...
this is to rootout life! . . . ... fare-
well 1” . .". . Then, making a last and
powerful effort, he rushed out of the
apartment. ~ Hardly had he reached.
the bottom of the staircase, when he
saw the king’s chariot enter the arch-
Way ; he leaned upon the ballustrade,

L4 saying,
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saying, with a voice almost inarti-
culate, “ This is too much !”. . The
king sprung out from the carriage,
and passed so quickly, that he saw
not the unfortunate Bragelone placed
side-ways by 'the stairease, and half
concealed by a massy ballustrade co-
vered with glldmg ‘Exerting, how-
ever, his remaining strength, to tedr
himself away from this fatal spot, the
marquis ‘ staggered on a few steps 1—
but a thick cloud obscures his 51ght
he calls his people, and falls' senseless
~under the ‘arch-way. They place
him in his carriage, and convey him
to an inn: he tecovered the use of
his senses: but a-frightful paleness,
convulsive startings, and oppressed
respiration, but too clearly announc-
ed his imminent danger. His host,
and his people sent in search of a
physician “ Ah V. . . said the Mar-

quis, putting his hand to* his heart,
“ The
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*“ The stroke is there!. ... it is mor-
‘tal 1”. ... In fact, all aid was useless.

This unfortunate nobleman, at the end
of a few "hours, breathed his last!-—
Madame de la Valliere was deep-
Iy and painfully affected by this de-
plorable catastrophe. * Alas !” said
she, “ had I preserved my innocence,
he would now have lived !". . . . . He "
could net exist without esteeming
me! That heart, so noble and gene-
~ Tous, could not support the disgrace:
‘of her whom he loved !. ... And as
for me, I live in spite of remorse ! .. .
I neither can, nor ought to stifle this
sentiment —every thing excites and
augments it; nevertheless, I must
conceal it} . . . . and especially from
him who has caused it! . ... Could
- he be happy were he acquainted with
~ the real sentiments of this heart, al-
- ways at” variance with itself, always
irresolute,’ ajthough humble ? Could
L5 = he
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_ he esteem me, when I am constantly
fomnng the dreadful project of burst-
ing asunder the tender ties which
conneet us? Thus, in order to se-
cure his peace, and not to diminish
his happy security, I am compelled
_ to deceive him, to conceal from him
" my repentance, and to appear in his
eyes more unworthy his esteem than

Famiini reality 7 \Tevertheless :
days and years g olide away ! .. ..—
Great God ! . .. :Shall I grow gréy

in this career?. Ever agitated, ever
irresolute, regretting the past, view=
ing the future only with dismay,
abhorring vice; avithout being able to
return to virtue, too feeble to yield to
remorse, and too sensible and too co-
~ stant to triumph -over an unfortunate
passion ... Ah! ... Twould not de-
sire to extinguish it—I have never
_ formed this chimerical wish ! .. But,
Would to heaven that I had the cou-

rage
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rage to sacrificeit!.... How can we
cease to love, since oblivion is impos-
sible? Yes—if he could exist without
me, I should be more happy at a dis-
tance from him, supported alone by
his remembrance ! . . . . In the most
profound solitude I should hear him
spoken of, and his glory celebrated
throughout France; I should live un-
der his einpire and his laws ; I should
love him in silence, and without re-
proach!. ... T should weep without
bitterness, I should fear nothing from
the influence of time, of rapid and
destroying time, which unceasingly
preys upon youth, graces, and beau-

ty.” ;

Dwelling continually on such re-
flections, the duchess fell into a
.deep melancholy, -which, nofwith-,
standing all her efforts, appeared in
all her dctions, and in every conversa-
tion. - Lewls was sensibly strack with
this change: he lamented it with

; LO. apxious
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anxious solicitude, and the ‘embar-
rassed answers of the duchess did
not tend to dissipate his apprehen-
sions. He spent almost every even-
ing at her house, with a few of her
most intimate friends.  Benserade
observed, -one evening, that Madame
de la Fayette was composing a ro= -
mance; and, on being requested to
give some account of the work, he
replied, “ that her plan was to deli-
neate the unhappy effects of an un- -
fortunate passion.” -““ s this passion
then not legitimate,” said the duchess,
sighing.  “ No,” replied Benserade,
‘““and it is an interesting female which
experiences it.”—‘ Does she yield
then to her passion ?”— No, she re-
sists it.”—¢ Ah+” the author will
Jot attain her end ! she paints mot
allthe torments which are occasmned
by love.
e lewis wat the tune aﬁ"ected and
wounded, put an end to this dialogue,
; g : by

C
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by changing the conversation: When
he was again alone with Madame
de la Valliere, he still emplained;
and, for the first time, this was in all
the bitterness of irritated self-love,
The duchess, who possessed as much
delicacy as candour, perceived, that
_he was particularly offended that she

" had spoken thus before witnesses ; he
wished it to be generally believed,

that the woman he loved was per-

fectly happy. Nothing is so dis-

pleasing to souls of sensibility, asthe

susceptibilities of pride; they can

pardon all the faults which flow from

the heart, but they are severe on

these produced by vanity.  The du-

chess, offéended in her turn, replied

with ‘vexation.: ‘“ Lewis; surprised

“and irritated; ‘did not dissemble what
he felt, he expressed himself with 2

haughtiness which completed the

disgust of the duchess.” - Princes,

inloveaswell asin fnendshlp, when ir-

ntated
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ritated,’ naturally assume a tone of
superiority 1—It is then, we clearly
perceive this sentimental equality to
be illusory, which they know how to
maintain with so much grace, when
every thing is in conformity to their
wishes !---The duchess displayed a
spirit which Lewis mistook for cold=
ness, and he quitted her with ill hu- °
mour and repressed anger, that re-
sémbled 1nsen51blhty he left her in
despair.
Oh ! how acutely s the Airst dis-
~ content, the first quarrel felt by ‘a
_passionate lover! It is an event so
extraordinary, so unforeseen !---The
duchess remained confounded, and
humbled with surprise and grief. He
had spoken to herwith anger, he had
quitted her with coldness.  She had
suffered him to depart without en-
deavouring to soften his rage! And
in this cruel disposition, he' had been:
able ¢o leave her for twenty-four
" hours !

(¢
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lours |---After having traversed her
apartments, he did not return ! What
a disturbed and agitated night did

she pass !.....The king, ‘on his part,
was not more tranquil; he feared the

love of the duchess towards him had .

abated ; he could conceivenoideaofher
remorse. He knew only, imperfectly,
her religious sentiments, and he in-
terpreted, in the most erroneous man-
ner, the  sadness he had observed in
her, especially since she became an
mhabitant of the hotel 'de Biron;
Next morning he waited on the du-
chess; whom he could not find inany
of her apartments: the attendantsin-
formed him, that she had descended,
as was her daily custom, to the se-
cond story. - This second floor of the

hotel contained only the chambers

of the domestics, and Lewis recol-

lected that, en coming once before, at

the same héur, he had received simi-
lar information.  When the mind is
- in

4
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in a state of discontent, the most
triﬂin@ incidents ‘become a source of
uneasiness, and every thing singular
inspires. a sort of distrust. On the
appearance of the duchess, she was .

_pale and dejected, and the king con-

ceived she approached him with an-
air of embarrassment; he enquired
whence she came ; she eluded, how-
ever, his question, which he pressed
no further, but remained cold and abh-
sent. He came with an intention of ‘
soliciting forgiveness for the irrita-
tion he displayed on the foregoing
evening, but he now avoided all ex-
planation, and, shortening his visit,
left Madame de la Valliere, more af-
flicted and more to be pitied than
before.. He secretly questioned a
valet de-chambre of the duchess,
“from whom he learned that she had
selected for her own use, in the se-
cond stqry, a cabinet, in which she
regularly shut herself up-every morn-

ing,

<
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ing, at the same haur. €Curious to
penctrate into this mystery, hé pro- .
cured a key of the cabinet, which he -
entered unexpectedly one morning,
when the duchess had retired to it;
but what was his surprise at perceiv-
ing her alone on her knees, before a
picture of her mother, which hung on
the wall, along with the crystal cross
she received from her on the morning
-of her death.. ., Surprised and startled;
the duchess turned round, -and dis-
played a face bathed in tears. . ...
“ Great God !” execlaimed the king,
with the most lively emotion, “is it
thus then that you love me? Every
day you groanm in secret!”....“ Ah!”
replied she, * it is when you are not
present!”.... ¢ And me, '1 support
your absence only by remembering
you!”....“ Your image, ‘then, pro-
duces.the only charm ef my life, and
mine afilicts you 1”.... “ My tears flow

from the heart; to weep is to lovelt”
~ * But; :
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g0 But do we ab'mdon ourselves to

| reglet and melancholy, when'we love

and are adored? What bhngs you

to this dreary and mystetious place?
Do you come to nourish regrets which
drive me to despair?- Do you medi-
tate my destruction? Do you form
the project of abandoning'‘me?—I
here request of heaven a courage,
which I am notable to attain ?—Hear
me; if you have the barbarity again
to fly me, know that there is no sanc-

- tuary upon earth which can screen

you from my love; you have given
“me the right to follow you; and; to
whatever part of the world you retire,
I shall find means to discover your
retreat, to bring you back, and to
keep you near me:’ The opinion of

-_mankind, the fear of the noise which,

would resound throughout all Europe,
nothing shall prevent me. Your loss
is the only thing I-possess ot courage
to support. i I will never ‘submit ‘to
L : _ such

¢



"1A VALLIERE. 258

such a térrible misfortune..... If you
W1sh to transform a happy and sub-
missive lover into a'tyrant and a ra-
visher, flyme; butknow for certainty,
that henceforth, in‘spite of fate, and
your inclinations, death alone shall se-
parate me from you.”

The king spoke witha fire and im-
petuosity that at first produced a
kind of terror in the mind of the du-
chess. Nevertheless, even this vio=
lence delivered her from the punish-
mentof continually meditating on a
hasty retreat, or, at least, of repeat-
ing to herself that it was her duty to"
leave the court. It was consoling to
think that such a plan was now im-
possible, or would only be productive
of the most disgraceful scenes.
With greater firmuess of mind, she
might easily have fled, and concealed
herself, at least for a short time, un-
til'the king had become calm, when
1t was possible he might have ap-
Lot : proved
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proved of her retreat.  She pos-
sessed not, however, sufficient forti-
tude to execute this project, and she
 therefore loved to believe it was really
chimerical. By ceasing to think of
it, she experienced at least one tor-

ment less, Many others still remain-~

ed behind! Her extreme delicacy

furnished an inexhaustible source of

distress. - Almost every ,'gen,eral-,con-
versation affected her, especially in

the presence of the king. . The eulo-
gium of a virtuous woman was, to her
a reproach ; she applauded her from
the bottom . of her soul,—but with

what. bitterness! . . . . The most fri-

volous . discourse, even that which

turned on romances, sensibly affected

her. In these times, romances were

, 50 pure |—they condemned vice with

“so much severity ! ... ... Qne even-
ing, at: her house, the km_g spoke of

the famous Christina, quéen of Swe-
deo.  He said, the greatest singula-

rity
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sity of this princess was that of being
at the same time learned, simple, and
unaffected ; of having a grotesque ap-
pearance, without being ridiculous ;
of having odd manners, however
agreeable; andaninexpressible charm,
although she had neither taste, dig--
nity, nor beauty. The king added,
- that, notwithstanding his aversion to
learned women, he had found Chris-
tina as amiable as original, on her
first journey, before the murder of
Monaldeschihad inspired him with a
Just horror against her character.—
Lewis afterwards related, that this
princess had paid a visit to Ninon;
on which some of the company re-
marked how indecent it was, in a
young queen, among all the females
of France, to attend only to a cour-
tesan;—whilst it was answered, by
others, thai, however destitute of
morals she might be, yet Ninon could
not be considered in the light of a
: courtesan,
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courtesan, because she had always re-
fused the gifts of her lovers, and,
when able to enrich herself, had re-
mained contented with a small for-
tune, which' she inh;erited from_ hgr

parents. T
Courtiers are so accustomed to re-
gard the declared mistress of a great
king, as a female who fills the most
enviable situation at coult that no
‘one imagined Madame de la Valliere
would apply this, last 1em:11k to her-
self; but the unfortunate duchess was
oppressed by it ; a profound hymilia-
tion blighted hel soul ; and, during *
the remainder of the evening, she
found 1t m)pos»{ble to assume the 1east
paxt in the conversation. - With what
Jjoy would she have qultted this osten-
tatious title, W]ll(.h 1ecalled hel 5hame'
With what satlsfactlon Wpuld she
have given back to Lewls all his de-
basing gifts |—Not being penmtted
to reject a fortune \slnch love and
pride
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pride forced her to accept; she em-
ployed it for the most noble purposes.
She was remarkable only for the most
extreme simplicity; always attired
with an elegance, which she owed fo
her natural taste, and the grace of
her - person, she had banished, as
much as possible, from her dress, all
pageantry, and every kind of expen-
sive ornament; in short, she perform-
ed immense charities. Her solitary
hotel, always shut against-intriguers,
was continually open to the unfortu-
nate; and she, herself, frequently
went to search for them. : But, in
ﬂiﬂ'ﬁsing so many benefits, she twas
far from believing that such genero-
sity could repair, or justify, the irre-
gularity of her conduct. She knew
that themorals of herreligion admit-
“ted no dlspensatlon for the indulgence
of cummaL“eakness, that a right
 to live in vice could not be purchased
with money; and that, in order to '
explate
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expiate a crime, it is necessary to re-

nounce it. * Doubtless,” said she,
“ I may satisfy myself by opening

my heart to pity; but in succouring

the unfortunate, I, perhaps, corrupt

them; they know what I am, and
pratitude may enfeeble that salutary

horror which is experienced in most

minds against unlawful love; in serv-

ing the cause of humanity, I may

mjure morals -—-Ft belongs then

only to wirtue to perform good ac-

tions with proper effect, or, at least,
with perfect utility 1”—These pain- -
ful reflections, induced Madame de

la Valliere to exercise her charity

without any ostentation. At other

times, when circumstances allowed,
aims were distributed by her in the

- mame of the king, without mfosming

*him of it.

% END OF VOL. T»

3. WRIGHT, Pnnter,
S8/ John's-Square.
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5 R ©\ LATELY PUBLISHED BY :
_ JOHN MURRAY, 32, FLEET STREET,
i S TERDON. & e b

§ NARR ATIVE POEMS, or LOVE TALES.
Consisting of,. The Carder and the -Carrier, or
the Poisonous Plant, from Boccaccio 5 Cominge,
or an Adyenture in the Abbey of La Trappe;
- A Tale addressed to a Sybarite, inclading Advice
“to a Beauty. Very elegantly printed in Quarto.
Price 4s. in Boards. S T %

¢ We are indebted for this elegant production fo the
pen of Mr. D’Isracli, who has before so often; in ‘the vari=
ous literary shapes of a gleanerof extensive and industrious .

" reading, an essayist, a satyrist,;and a writer of romance,
contributed to the public stock of moral instruetion and
harmless amusement. - T S e

¢« The story of the Carder and the Camier is told in
very easy verse, and is full of pleasing imageries, as well as
graceful delicacy and beauty of expression. :

« Although there is much to praise and delight in each
of these little performances, the palm iz certainly due to
Cominge, which is indeed a morceau of superior excel-
lence. . & TIRES 5 4
_ “ The last piece, a Tale .addressed to a-Sybarite, is, in

. grace and elegance, every way woithy of its companions.

| < It has been alledged against several bards of distin-

_ guished talents of the old school, that they wrote too

L much; but we have strong reason to belieye-that the only

- -compaint likely to be-made: against Mr, D'Israeli will

~ place him in the singular and enviable situation of a poet
whohas written loo lLittle.” 4 7 :

g Montlidy. Mirrory June 1803, p. 388, &c.
9
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ARMINE and ELVIRA, a Legendary Tales
The Ninth Ldition.  With other Poews. —By
; S
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Epwunp CARTWRIGHT, M “A. Inscribed to her

4 Grace the Duchess' of Bedford. Handsomely
‘ pnnted in Foolscap 8vo. with a Plate. Price 5s.

in Boards.

¢ The'elegant tale of ARMINE and Evrvira bas acqmred
to its author a degree of _poetical fame which naturally Jed *
us to expect great pleasule from the petusal of the volume
before us. Our author is always moral, generally elegant,
often ingenious, and sometimes pathetic. There is a ,
striking resemblance between the style and genius of Mr,
Cartwright and Dr. Langhorne; but the former is less
chargeable than the latter with obscurity and affectation.’
Youth and Age, an ode, from the Swedish, may certainly

"be considered as a literary cunosﬂ:y, as well as an agree-

able and elegant pxece 2
3 Aikin’s Repzew, Vol. IL. p. 561,

2 T = e

"THE POETICAL WORKS OF J. BIDLAKE,
A.B. Chaplain to His Royal Highness the Duke of
Clarence, and Master of' the Grammar School, .
Plvmouth Second Edition. Containing Youth,
—The Country Parson—The Sea, in two Books—
Sumimer Eve,—with Elegies, Sonnets, and Occa-
sional Poems. Elegantly printed in Crown 8vo.
with Two Engravings, by IIeath Price 7s. 6(1 ‘.
in Boards.

bt P oA e

BICKLEICH VAL}L' with other Poems. By
N ATHANIEL Howarp. In One Volume Foolscap
8vo. neatly printed and embellished with Two
Plates, engraved. by Middiman, from Drawings

. llustrative of some of the most beautifal Scenery

in DEvon. Prlce 58, in Bo(nds._
b = Bl win

. ROMANCES.  Consisting of Mejnoun and -
Lexh, the Arabian Petrarch and Laura; Love ‘
and Humility, 2 Roman Romance; The Loversy
or the Ouom of the Fine Art.\s, lhe Daughter,
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| 2 modern quz‘lﬁce; “Second Edition. By T. D’Is-
| naELi. 12mo. with a Plate. Price 4s. in Boards.

6.

“FRAGMENTS, after the Mantier of STERNE,
Containing, Address to the Shade of Yorick ; War;

P;osperit{{and Humanity; A Shandean Minister;

Justice; Religious Missions; The Gentoo Story ;
Necessity ; Anna, a pathetic Tale. 'With Four En-

. gravings, after Designs by Kirk. Second Edition.
_Price 4s..in Boaxds. -

THE DUCHESS OF LA VALLIERE, the
celebrated Mistress of Louis XIV. An historical
Romance. By the CounTtess oF Geniis. - Two
Volumes, 12mo.  Price 9s: in Boards.

. ¢ The beauty of this celebyated . lady, and the partiality
with svhich she inspired Louis X1V. are well known. The
mere particular circumstances of ber life and character,
and - the various anecdotes of that gay and voluptuous
court, are worked up'in this performance into an agreeable
narrative, with the well known skill and vivacity of the

author,? y i
;i Britisk Critic, June 1804.
e 8.
LETTERS OF A MAMELUKE; ora Moral
and Critical Picture of the Manners of Paris; from

' the French of Josepa LavaLrLeg, of the Philoteenie

Society, &ec. &c.  With Notes by the Travsiator.
In Two Volumes 12mo. Price 9s. in Boards.

<< Goldsmith’s Citizen: of. the World evidently afforded
the model of the present performanee, which contains a
sprightly, interesting, and amusing picture of the existing
manners of Paris; and from these Letters the reader will
obtain both satisfaction and instruction.”” -

- Europeay Magazine, Januury 1804, p. 55,

" PICTURESQUE EXCURSIONS in Devon-
shire and Cornwall; embellished with Twenty-.

J
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eight Plates, descriptive “of the most interesting
Views, from Drawings made on the Spot. By
~T. H-WiLirins. Elegantly printed in large 8vo,
Price 11.8s. in Boards. .~ ~ .

‘“ The object of the author of this work is to give slight
. sketches of the most striking scenery in the counties of:
Devonshire and Cornwall, accompanied with a description
of the most remarkable places and their inhabilants. In
this plan. he has certaimly succeeded.  Many of the
_ sketches are most beautifully executed, and the work must
prove a valuable present to the lovers of painting and fine _
scenery, and to those who may reside in or visit Devon-

shire or Cornwall.” S
Literary Journal, October 1804, p, 433,

: > ] O
- A JOURNAL OF- A SHORT EXCURSION
-AMONG THE SWISS LANDSCAPES, made
in the Summer of 1794: descriptive of the Pic-
“turesque Beauty of the Country, and illustrative of
the Character and Manners of the Inhabitants.

The Second Edition, 12mo. Price 3s. 6d. in
Boards. - sS¥e et

¢ This'writer-possesses a mind sensible to natural bea-
ty, and he sketches in a lively and happy manner the
’scenes.which gave him pleasure. LoVers of such descrip-
tions in writing will be pleaséd therefore with the repast
svhich is hiere prepared for them. One tract not often
trodden by Swiss tourists; because it is open only to pe-
destrians, was followed by this traveller; it is that whiclr
leads from Meyringen to Lucerne, through the canton of
Underwald. The scenery which here meets the eye almost
warrants the strong language in which the author speaks of
it,when he says, € All that can be found'in nature, poetry, .
or dreams, the canton of Underwald shewed us this day’.”

Monthly Review, October 1804, p. S18.

L1

GEMS, SELECTED FROM THE ANTIQUE,
with Illustrations, elegantly printed in 4to. This
Volume contains Two-and-twenty highly finished,

- Engravings, Price 11.11s. 6d. in Boards.

€
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_The intention .of the present:work is to disseminate a
“Jove of mg‘ fine arts, and to introduce: the general xeader
40 a familiar acquaintance with Engraved Gems. ‘These
interesting productions of art are not yet universally
know=. They form the studies of the painter; they de-
Jight the amateur; they charm the poet with poetical allu-
'sioes; and they instruct the antiquary and the philosopher
| “with the portraits, the manners, and customs of various
‘ages. It is mnot .always, however, that the fashionable
‘beauty and the elegant idler, who contemplate these clas-
‘sical designs, among' the ornaments of their.dress and their
farniture, know that they are but copies of the precious
| Yemains of anfiquity ; that they constitute-a particular
“study, and are'a perpetual source of curious information,
and many coloured amusement. : 7
¢ THe ohject of the present elegant work is to diffuse
still more widely a knowledge of Gems; and not merely a
knowledge of the existence of such and such reliques of
antiquity, and a faithful engraving of them, bat it has been
also the design of the presert author to present the public
with deseviptions: of the different subjects of the Gems he .
has selected, and to make such observations as were in-
spired by the contemplation of these interesting remains of
‘antiquity. : i :
% The Introduction contains novel and interesting in-
formation, and thé engrayings are executed in"a very
pleasing style.” Imperial Review, Nov. 1804,

. ““ The object of this pleasing and very elegant perform-
ance, is to introdgce a more familiar acquaintance’ with
engraved Gems. . The artist of the present.work truly and

. judiciously observes, that the private collections which

- have been engraved, are costly and scarce, and that illus-
trations are subjoined to none.: Those which are here given,
are selected with much.taste and engraved with particular
elegance. .. They, consist principally-of the famous Jupiter—
Zgiochus, now in the National Museum at Paris ; of various
impressionsof Cupid.and Psyche, from the Gems of Mr.
Townly, Mi. Dutens, the Florentine' Museum, Tassie, &e. -
The head of Priam is vemarkably fine, from aGeiti belong=
ing tg the Duke of Devonshire:  All,indeed, are deserving
of commendation, and we' ave well pleased to hear, that the
work is interrded to be continued. The introduction to the

* study of engraved Gems is neatly and classically drawn up,
and the illustrations which accompany the engravings are
sufficient and saisfactory.”” . e

: < "3 British Critic, Nov, 1804, p. 573.
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FLIM BLAMS! or, Tar Lire axp Ernons or
My UNcLE ! aND THE AMOURS oF My AuNT. Con-
sisting of Extravaganzas and Bigarrures! Nugze,
Facetiee, and Tristia! familiar and sublime! with
- Illustrations and Obscurities, By Messieurs Tag,
Rac, and BosraiL.  Published for the Benefit of
his Creditors—and of the Eruditi, Dilettanti, Cog-
noscenti in Europe—and elsewhere! To which is
~ added, an Illuminating Index.  Neatly printed in
Three Volumes Foolscap. 8vo. and lustrated with.
Nine Caricature Prints. ~ Price 15s. in Boards.

“ Every thing in this world is big with jest, and has wit in
it, and instruction too—if we can but find.it out. Here'is the
glass for the LiTERATI, DILETTANTI, end CoGNOSCENTI,
10 view themsclves iny in their true dimensions. | O there is.a@

~—Husk and SHELL, Yorick, which grows up with LEARNING,
* which their unshilfulness knows mnot how lo fling away.
SCIENCES may be learned by roTE; but Wispom not.”?
\ AL LI : 5 STERNE.

LITERARY = MISCELLANIES.  Cousisting
of, A Dissertation on Anecdotes; Of Miscellanies;
on Professors of Art; On Style; Historical Cha-
acters are. false Representations of Nature; On
Prefaces; Some Observations on Diaries, Self-
Biography, and Self-Characters; On the Character
of Dennis the Critic; On Erudition and: Philoso-
phy; On Poetical Opuscula ; On “The Enlightened
Pablic” and “ The Age of Reason;” Of Licensers
of the Press; On Reading; On Poetical Expression;
On habituating ourselves to an individual Puisuit;
On Literary Genius ; On Literary Industry; On
~the Influence of the Female Character in Politics
and Religion; The Alliance between Love and
Religion.” By I. D’Israrir.” Second: Edition,
12mo. . Price 4s. 6d. in Boards. FRE -



s L 80
©

¢ = s s 3
A\T ESSAY ON THE MAI\\IERS AND
GENIUS OF THE LITERARY CHARACTER.
" Contents: Of Literary Men; Of Authors; “Men
of Letters; On some Charactenstu.‘s ofaY outh of
" Genius; Of Literary Solitude ; ‘On the Meditations:
and Conversations of Men of Gemus, Men of Ge-
' qius limited in their Art; Some Observations: re-
[ specting the Infirmities and Defects of Men of
Genius; Of Literary Fnendshlps _and Enmmes i
. The Chalacters of Writers not discoverable in
their Writings; Of some pnvateAdvantatres which
- induce Men of Letters to become Authors; Of the
« Utility of Authors to Individuale; Of the Political
Inﬂueuce of Authors; Ou an Academy of Polite
Literature, Pensions, and Prizes. By 1. D’ISRAELI-
Small 8vo. Price 4s. in Boards. i

G s :

ESSAYS ON SOME OF SHAKSPEARE’s
DRAMATIC CHARACTERS: viz. Macbeth;
_ Hamlet; Jaques; Imogen; Richard the Third;
Sir John Falstaff’; King Lear; Timon of Athens ‘
‘On Shakspeare’s Imltahon of Female Characters;
On' the Faults of Shakspeare; Observations on
“the chief Objects of Criticism ‘in the Works of
Shakspeare. By WitLism Rrcmarpson, M. A.
F.R.S.E. Professor of Humanity in the University
of Glasgow. The Fxfth Edmou 8vo. Price 7s.
in Boards : =

16.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH; ex-
hibiting the most disti1guished Characters, Lite-
rary, Mlhtary, and Political, in the recent Annals
~.of the French Republic. The greater Part from
the original Information of a Gentleman resident
_-at Paris. These Biographical Memoirs include,
_ among others, the Whole of the Buonaparte
- Family.
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‘%« The contents’of these volames zre ihiteresting in a re-

-markable degree ; as detailing, either from personal know-

ledze, or from accredited works of other writers, the lives,

conduct, and crimes of every person distinguished as a re-

lative, a courtier, a favoarite, a tool, an accomplice, or a

rival of the Corsican Upstart, who has hitherto with impu-

nity oppressed and plundered the continent of Europes;
and as exhibiting at the same time a clear display of the
extraorainary Kind of police by which Paris is now regu-
. lated. Such amass of moval turpitude as is here displayed,
yet in a form: that leaves little Toom to suspect its authen-
ticity, makes us blush for our species. The public crimes
of the Buonaparte family are not more odious than the
vices of their private lives are flagitious. We believe that
- no reader who begius to peruse this collection of Republi-
“ean Biography will feel inclined to relinquish it till he has.
gone through its pages. The subject 1s universally inte-
Testing, and the incidents are so well narrated, as to justify
us in giving the book owr nnqualified reecommendation.”
“European Magazinz, January 1804, p. 56.

“ It were much to be wished that these volumes could
find their way into every house, and into every cottage in
the united kingdoms; the pernsal-of them would scarcely
fail to excite abhorrence of the wreiches who now threaten
to convert our countiy into. the same scene of desolation,
blood, and vice, as they have converfed all other countries
into,%in which thelr intrigues or their arms have secured
them a footing.?~ = © Anti-Jacobin Beview.

¢ Tt gives us much satisfaction to see this work so soon
appear in a Second Edition and improved form, and not a
little pleasure to think that our just eommendation may in
some degree have promoted its successful cirealation. We
- have now an *additional volume, in which is found a very
interesting life of the Duke of Enghien, that gallant prince
50 basely and barbarously murdered by tlie most execrable
‘tyrant that ever disgraced humanity. We have also a
‘sketch of the life of Lou1s:XVIIL. of GzorcEs, the Gene~
rals BERTHIER, MEeNoU,| MURAT, ROCHAMBEAU, and
Bover. The life of CAMNBACERES, REGNIER, THURIOT,
| " Resr, the infamous MesE : oE LA ToucaE; GARAT, Fon-
| Tarwes, and Crenize.  Of these men, who now make so
distinguished an appearance on the theatre of France, who
are exercising in their-several spheres the evuelest tyranhy,
rollinz in luxury andavealth, the greater part arose”fromthe
meanest situpzions, aud have only atlained the highest by
aseries of tife most abominable crimes. - The .pvincmal fgc}ts
- @ alledged of them ave alike recent and potorious. Besides
~~#his, the character of the writer, with which we have been
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Somety of Edmbur’{fl, of the Physxcal Socie'y of
Gotnnrren &e. &e. 8V0.‘ Price 7s. ﬁd :

< The cases adduced are MaLy of them satx:factory and
decisive in favour of the safeiy and efficacy of cold applica-
tions in certain cases as well of gout as of rheumatism,
The true value and extent of the practice here recom-:
inended, now stand a fair chgnce for beng settled, and
Dr. Kinglake will merit the tha, ¢ of the public for having

: stzu ted the discussion.”” ]
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF PHYSIC; or, The
Nn.TvnAL History or Diseases, W\*D THEIR (-LRE-
Shewi ing a more easy and cer tam‘(vaV of preserv-

ing and’ recovering Health, thai any hitherto:

e By the Rev. \VlLLn\x WiLsox. 12mo,
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S35 FAMILIAR I\*TRODL‘CTIO’\Y TO THE .
STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY, AND TO TET
USE OF THE GLOBES, Intc“ded for Sl
and’ Young Persons. * By JogN Bipraxe, A. B.
Chaplain to his Royal Hmhne/ﬂ the Duke of Cla-
rence, and Master, of the G rammar School, Ply- -
“mouth. . Third Edmon muﬂh ‘mpm\ ed.. 12mo.
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