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B00 K with fuch impetuofity, and fo terribly galled in fank 
es 

“1704. 

by the troops potted at Blenheim, that they fell in’ 

diforder, and part of them repafied the rivulet: but 

a reinforcement of dragoons coming up, the French — 

cavalry were broke in their turn, and driven to the 

very edges of the village of Blenheim, The left. 

wing of the Confederates being now completely : 

formed, afcended the hiliin a firm compacted. body, 

charging the enemy’s horfe, which could no longer 

{tand their ground, but rallied feveral times as they 

gave way. ‘Tallard, in order to make a vigorous 

effort, ordered ten battalions to fill up the. intervals 

‘of his cavalry. The Duke, perceiving his defign, 

fent three battalions of the troops of Zell to fuftain 

his horfe. Neverthelefs, the line was a little difor- 

dered by the prodigious fire from the French infan— 

try, and even obliged to recoil about fixty paces: 

but the Confederates advancing to the charge with 

redoubled ardour, routed the French horfe; .and 

their battalions being thus abandoned, were cut in 

pieces. Tallard, having rallied his broken cavalry 

behind fome tents that were ftill ftanding, refolved 

to draw off the troops he had pofted in the village 

of Blenheim, and fent an Aide-du-Camp to Marfin, 

who was with the Elector of Bavaria on the left, to 
defire he would face the Confederates with fome 
troops to the right of the village of Oberklau, fo as 
to keep them in play, and favour the retreat of the 
forces from Blenheim. That officer affured him, he — 
was fo far from being in a condition to fpare troops, 
that he could hardly maintain his ground. The 
fate of the day was now more than half decided. 
ThetFrench cavalry being vigoroufly attacked in 
flank were totally defeated. Part of them endea- - 

|. voured to gain the bridge which they had thrown 
over the Danube between Hochftadt and Blenheim; 
but they were {fo clofely purfued, that thofe who ~ 
efcaped the {laughter threw themfelves into the river, 
where they perithed, ‘Tallard, being furrounded, — 
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embarked tor England, where he found the people inc yap. 
atranfport of joy, and was welcomed as a hero who ‘VII. 
‘had retrieved the glory of the nation. 

-§ XX. InFlanders, nothing of moment was exe-. 
cuted, except the bombardment of Bruges and 
Namur by Baron Spaar, with nine thoufand Dutch 
troops; and two attempts upon the French lines, 
which were actually penetrated by Auverquerque, 
though he was not able to maintain the footing he 
had ஐ ined ‘The Elector of Bavaria, who had re- 
tired to Brufféls after his defeat, formed a {cheme 
for furprizing the Dutch Gener al at the end of the 
campaign, and aflembled all his troops at Tirle- 
mont: but the French Court, apprehenfive of his. 
temerity, fent Villeroy to watch his conduét, and 

_ prevent his hazarding an engagement, except with 
a fair profpect of advantage. ‘The Marefchal, find- 
ing him determined to give battle at all events, re- 

. prefented the improbability of fucceeding againft an 
enemy fo advantageoufly pofted; and’ the ill confe- 
quences of a repulfe: but, finding the Elector deaf 
to all his remonftrances, he flatly “refuled to march, 
and produced the King’s order to avoid an engage- 
ment. In Italy the French met with no oppofition. 

| ‘The Duke of Savoy, being unable to face the enemy 
in the field, was obliged to lie inaGtive. He faw 
the Duke de Vendome reduce Vercelli and Ivrea, 
‘and undertake the fiege of Verac; while he pofted 
his little army on ‘the other fide of the Po, at Cre- 
feentino, where he hada bridge of communication, 
by which he fupplied the place occafionally with freth 
troops and provifion. The place held out five 
months, againft all the efforts of the French Gene- 
ral: at length, the communication being cut off, 
the Duke of Savoy retired to Chivas. He bore his 
misfortunes with great equanimity; and told the 
Enelith minifter, that though he was abandoned by 
the Allies, he would never abandon himfelf. ‘The 

eee had oe Italy, that he might adt wich 
more. 

1704.
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anfwer the Queen had returned to their addréfs inc Hap. 
the laft feffion, the Chancellor delivered to the Clerk- 11. 
Regifter the papers relating to the plot, that they “5. 

it be perufed by the members : but thefebeme 

copies, and the evidences remaining at London, no 
further progrefs was made in the affair. Yet the | 

Duke of Athol, in a diftinét narrative of the pre- 

tended confpiracy, boldly accufed the Duke of 

Queentberry of having endeavoured to miflead the 
Queen by falfe infinuations againft her good fubjetts. 
When the a& for a treaty of union fell under confi- 

deration, a draft for that purpofe, prefented by the 

Earl of Mar, was compared with the Englith act, 

importing, “That the Queen fhould name and ap- 

point not only the Commiffioners for England, but 

likewife thofe for Scotland. Fletcher did not fail te 

inveigh againft the imperious conduct of the Englifh 

Parliament in this affair. He exhorted the Houfe 

to refent fuch treatment, and offered the. draft of an 

addrefs to her Majefty.on the fubject; but this the 

* Houle rejected. Duke Hamilton propofed that a 

claufe might be added to the a¢t, importing, That 

the union fhould no ways derogate from any funda- 

mental laws, ancient privileges, offices, rights, liber- 

ties, and dignities of the Scottifh nation. This oc- 

cafioned a long debate ; and a queftion being put, 

was carried in the negative. Another claufe was 

propofed, that the Scottifh Commiffioners fhould 

not begin to treat until the Englifh ‘Parliament 

fhould have refcinded their claufe, enacting, That 

the fubjeéts of Scotland fhould be adjudged and 

taken as aliens after the twenty-fifth day of Decem- 

ber, The Courtiers, confidering the temper of the 

Houfe, would not venture to oppofe this motion 

dire@ly, but propofed that the claufe fhould be 

formed into a feparate act; and the “expedient was 

approved. Though the Duke of Athol entered 

a vigorous proteft, to which the greater part of the 

Cavaliers: and all the Squadrone adhered, compre-- 

MOU, TE ; E : hending 
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Dutch Generals the neceffary meafures for opening C H a p, 
the campaign, he fet out for Maeftricht, in order VHI-- 
to affemble his army. On the fifth day of May the —_ 
Emperor Leopold died at: Vienna, and: was fuc- 
ceeded ‘on the Imperial throne by his eldeft fon 
Jofeph, King of the Romans, a Prince who re- 
tembled his father in meeknefs of difpofition, nar- 
rownels of intellect, and bigotry to the Romihh reli- 
gion. On the fifteenth of June the Englith troops 
paffed the Maefe, and continued their march towards 
the Mofelle, under the command of General Church- 
ill; and the Duke fet out for Cruetznach, to confer 
with Prince Louis of Baden, who excufed himflf 
on pretence of being much indifpofed. Marlborough 
vifited him at Raftadt, where in a conference they 
refolyed that a fufficient number of German troops 
thould be left for the fecurity of the lines of Lauter- 
burg and Stolhofen, under the command of General 
Thungen, and that Prince Louis of Baden fhould 
march with a large detachment towards the Saar, 
to act in concert with the Duke of Marlborough. 
The confederate army paffed the Mofelle and the. 
Saar in the beginning of June, and encamped at 
Elft in fight of the enemy, who retired with great 
precipitation, and entrenched themfelves in the 
neighbourhood of Coningfmarcheren. The Duke’s 
061127 was to befiege Saar-Louis; but Prince Louis 
failed in the performance of his engagement: he 
feigned himfelf fick, and repaired to the bath at 
Schlangenbade, leaving the fmall number of Im- 
perial troops he conducted as far as Cruetznach, 
under the command of the Count de Frize. He 
-was fufpected of treachery ; but probably a¢ted from 
envy of the Duke’s military reputation *. : 

  
1705. 

* The Duke of Marlborough finding himfelf obliged to retreat, 
fent a note with a trumpeter to Villars, containing an apology for 
decamping.— Do me the juftice ({faid he) to believe that my retreat 
“ is entirely owing to the failure of the Prince of Baden 5, but that 

“*-my efteem for you is {till sreater than my refentment of his con- 

et ees § XXXII.
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‘Monfieur D’Alegre being thus: defeated with little 

_ Winefelen againft the height of Louvain. Next da 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. — 
heap of ftandards, four colours, one pair 
drums, and ten pieces of cannon. In the 

as the Duke of Marlborough advanced to — ச்‌ 
charge at the head of feveral {quadrons, a Bavarian 
officer rode wp to attack him {word in hand; butin | 
raifing himfelf on his ftirrups to’ ftrike with the 
greater advantage, he fell from his horfe, and was’ | 
immediately flain. வதம்‌ ன்ட்‌ அட்ட 
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or no lofs to the Confederates, the Elector of Ba- 
varia and the Marefchal de Villeroy paffed the | 
great Geete and the Deule, with great expedition, _ 
and took. poffeflion of the ftrong camp at. Parck, 
their left-extending to Roofelaer, and their right to _ 

  
     

the Duke of Marlborough marching through the 
plain of Parck, took twelve hundred prifoners, who 

' could not keep pace with the reft of the’ enemy’s 

“Corbais; next day continued his march to Genap, 

forces; and in the evening he encamped with the- 

right at the abbey of Vlierfbech, and the left before - 
Bierbeck, under the cannon of Louvain. He de- 
tached Lieutenant-General Henkelum, the Duke of 
Wirtemberg, and Count Oxienftiern; with'a cons 
fiderable body of forces, to attack fome pofts on — 
the Deule, which were flenderly guarded. Their — 
advanced guard accordingly paffed the river, and 
repulfed the enemy ; but for want of timely fup- 
port, they were obliged to pafs it and retire. On 
the third of Auguft Baron Spaar, with a body of 
Dutch troops, marched to Raboth on the canal of 
Bruges, forced the French lines at Lovendegen, 
and took four forts by which they were defended; 
but receiving advice that the enemy were on their 
march towards him, he retired to Mildegem, and 
carried with them feveral hoftages, as fecurity for 
the payment of the contributions he had raifed. 
On the fifteenth the Duke moved from Mildert to 

1 from,  



__ from whence he advanced to Fifchermont, Onthee war. - 
deventeenth General D’Auverquerque took the poft, VI 
of Waterlo; and next day the confederate army — 
-was drawn up in order of battle before the enemy, 

      

_ who extended from Overyfche, near the wood of 
Soignies, to Neeryfche, with the little river Yfche — 
in their front, do as to cover Bruffels and Louvain. 
The Duke of Marlborough propofed to attack 
them immediately, before they fhould recolleé& them- 
felves fron their confternation; and D’Auver- 

- -querque approved of the defign; but it was oppofed 
by General Schlarigenburg, and other Dutch officers, 
who reprefented it in fuch a light to the deputies 
of the State, that they refufed to concur in the 

_ execution, The Duke being obliged to relinquith 
the fcheme, wrote. an expoftulatory letter to the 
States-General, complaining of their having with- 
drawn that confidence which they had repofed in 
him while he acted in Germany. This letter being 
publithed at the Hague, excited murmurs among 
the people, and the Englifh nation were incenfed 
at the prefumption of the Deputies, who wrote 

- feveral letters in their own juftification to the States— 
General: but thefe had no effect upon the populace, 
by whom the Duke was refpected even to a degree 
of adoration. The States being apprifed of the re- - 
fentment that prevailed over all England, and that 
the Earlof Pembroke, Lord-prefident of the council, 
was appointed as Envoy-Extraordinary to Holland, 
with inftructions to demand fatisfaction, thought 
proper to anticipate his journey, by making fub- 
miffions to the Duke, and removing Schlangenburg 
from his command. The confederate army returned 
to Corbais, from whence it marched to Perwitz, 
where it encamped. The little town of Sout- 
Leeuwe, fituated in the middle of a morafs, and 
conftituting the chief defence of the enemy’s lines, 
being taken by a detachment under the command 
of Lieutenant-General Dedem, the Duke os 

the



 



 



 



       

             gen profperous. Philip of Spain being obfti- 
nately bent upon retaking Gibraltar, fent Macelehal 

_de Theffé to renew the fiege, while De Pointis was 
ordered to block, up the place by fea with his fqua-- 
dron. Thefe French officers carried on the fiege. 
with fuch aétivity, that the Prince of Heffe dif- 
patched an expreis to Lifbon with a letter, defiring 
Sir John Leake to fail immediately to his affiftance, 
This Admiral having been reinforced from England 
by Sir Thomas Dilkes, with five thips of the line 
and a body of troops, fet fail immediately; and on 
the tenth day of March defcried five thips of war 
hauling out of the bay of Gibraltar. Thefe were 
commanded by De Pointis in perfon, to whom the 
Englith Admiral gave chafe.. One of them ftruck, 
after haying made a very flight refiftance; and the 
reft ran afhore to the weftward of Marbella, where 
they were deftroyed. The remaining part of the 
French fquadron had been blown from their anchors, 
and taken fhelter in the bay of Malaga: but now 
they flipped their cables, and made the bett of their 
way to Toulon. The Marefchal de Theffé, in con- 
fequence of this difafter, turned the fiege of Gibral- 
tar into a blockade, and withdrew the greater part 
of his forces. While Sir John Leake was employed 
in this expedition, Sir George Byng, who had been 
ordered to cruize in Soundings for the protection of 
trade, took a fhip of forty guns from the enemy, 
together with twelve privateers, and feven 168619 
richly laden from 606 8/ விங்‌, 

§ XXXVI. But the moft eminent ட்‌ 
of this fummer, was the reduction of Barcelona, by 
the celebrated Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudei- 
ley Shovel, who failed from St. Helen’s in the latter 
end of May with the Englifh fleet, having on board 

a body of five thoufand land forces; and on the 
twentieth 
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fame to the Houfe within fourteen days after they cu ap, 
fhould be received or accepted. The billwas vin- IV. 
dicated as juft and neceflary by the Earls of எக்‌ 
chelfea and Strafford, Lord Bathurft, and Lord ~ eee 
Cartéret; who had by this time joined 4s an auxiliary 
in ‘the oppofition*, i Ngee ae rr 

§ XXVI. The Houfe of Peers proceeded to cons An, 173% 
fider the ftate of the national debt: they read a bill - 
for the free importation of wool from Ireland into 
England, which was fiercely oppofed, and Jaid afide, 

_ contrary to all the rules of found policy. They 
paffed the bill for carrying on proceedings at Jaw in 
the Englifh language; and a fruitlefs motion was 
made by Lord Bathurft for an addrefs, to defire his 

- Majefty would give direétions for difcharging the 
Heffian troops that were in the pay of Great-Britain. 
On the feventh day of May the Parliament was pro- 
rogued, after the-King had given them to under- 
ftand, that all apprehenfions. of war were now hap- 
pily removed, by a treaty figned at Vienna between 

- him and the Emperor. He faid it was communi- 
cated to the Courts of France and Spain, as parties 
to the treaty of Seville, the execution of which it 
principally regarded; and that it was likewife fub- 
mitted to the confideration of the States-General. 
He obferved, that the conditions and engagements 
into which he had entered on this occafion were 

* Nothing was heard within doors in Parliament, but farcaftick 
F¥epartee and violent declaration between the two parties, who did not 
confine their altercation to thefe debates, but took the field againft 
each other in periodical papers, and occafiona] pamphlets. The paper 
called the Craftfiman bad already rifenh into high reputation all over 
England, for the wit; humour, and folid reafoning it contained. Some - 
of the beft writers in the oppolition, including Lord Bolingbroke and _ 
Mr. P, made ufe of this vehicle to convey their animadverfions upon 
thé minifter, who, on his fide, employed the moft wretched fcribblers 
to defend his conduét. It was in confequence of two political pamph- 

Jets, written in oppofition to each other, by Lord Hervey and Mr. P- 
and fome recrimination they produced in the Houfe of Commons, 
that his Lordfhip challenged the other to fingle combat, and had weil 
nigh loft his life in the duel, which was fought in Hyde Park. 

SV OES ats Kx agreeable
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Apedt oF feeing the publick wanguificy 

_ déclared his Duchef was three months advanced in 
her pregnancy ;' entreating’ the allied pow ட்‌ 
801006 10 1876 000002010௩ ‘upon his people, and 
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conterh which the Bridith _ 

the fecurity and pre~ 

rmier alliances, yielded. a ftvourable pro. _ 
மட 0 
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at neceffary 

               
       

_ § XXVIL Jn the month of January the Duke of — 
‘Parma died, after having made a will in which he _ 

  

   
  

  

of 

defer the execution of their projeéts untibhis confore 
fhould be delivered. In cafe the child thould be ‘till 
born, or die after the birth, he bequeathed his do- 
minions and allodial eftates tothe Infant Don Carlos 

. of Spain; and appointed five regents to govern the: 
duchy. “Notwithitanding’ this difpofition, a body 

_of Imperial troops immediately took poffeffion of 
  

   
neral Stampa, who declared they fhould condué 
themfelves with all poffible regularity and modera~ 
tion, and leave the adminiftration entirely to the | 
regents whom the Duke had appointed. They 
publickly proclaimed in the market-place, that they 
took poffeffion of thefe duchies ‘for the Infant, Do 
Carlos :-and that if the Duchefs Dowager fhould’not 
be delivered of a Prince, the {aid Infant might re- 
ceive the inveltiture from the Emperor whenever he 
‘would, provided he thould come without an army. 
‘Though thefe fteps feemed to threaten an immediate 
war, the King of Great-Britain and the States-Ge-_ 
neral interpoféd théir mediation fo effectually with 

Parma and Placentia, under the command of Ge-. | 

| 
ர்‌ 

_ the Court of Vienna, that the Emperor defifted from 
the profecution of ‘his defign’; and on the fixteenth 
day of March concluded at Vieniia a treaty with his 
Britannick Majefty, by which he confented to with- 
draw his troops ‘from Parma and Placéntia. SE IC a 
agreed, That the King ‘of Spain ‘might take pol- i Sa feffion 

| 
தட at “a



GEORGE iL a 
feffion of thefe places in favour of his fon Don Carlos, cua. Iv. according to the treaty of Seville. He likewife 

agreed, Phat the Oftend company, which மி தர 
fuch umbrage to the maritime powers, fhould be pe 
totally diffolved, on condition that the contratting 
powers concerned in the treaty of Seville thould 
guarantee the pragmatick fanction, or fucceffion of 
the Auftrian hereditary dominions to the heirs femate 
-of the Emperor, in cafe-he fhould die without male 
iffue. The Dutch minifter refiding at the Imperial 
Court did not fub{cribe this treaty, becaufe, by the 
“maxims receivedin that republick, and the nature 
of her government, he could not be vetted with full 
-powers fo foon as it would have been neceflary: 
neverthelefs the States-General were, by: a feparate 
article, exprefsly named as a principal contracting - 
பவ ¢. ்‌ ்‌ 

5 20207177. இந 106 twenty-fecond day of July 
a new treaty was figned at Vienna between the Em- 
-peror and the Kings of Great-Britain and Spain, 
tending to. confirm theformer. In Auguft a treaty 
of union and defenfive alliance between the electo- 

“yates of Saxony and Hanover was executed at Dref- 
“den. The Court of Spain expreffing fome doubts 
with regard to the pregnancy of the Duchefs of 
Parma, the underwent a formal examination by - 

five midwives of different nations in prefence of the 

elder Duchefs Dowager, feveral ladies of quality, 
three phyficians and a furgeon; and.was declared 
with child: neverthelefs, afterhaving kept all Kurope 
in fufpenfe for fixmonths, fhe owned the had been 
deceived; and General Stampa,, with the Imperial 

forces, took formal poffeffion of the duchies. of 
Parma, and Placentia. Spain and the Great Duke 

of Tufcany having acceded to the laft treaty of 
‘Vienna, the Crown. of Great-Britain engaged to 

equip an armament that fhould convoy Don.Carlos 
to his new dominions. Accordingly,. Sir Charles 
Wager failed with a ftrong {quadren from Portt- 

: aes KE2 ~ mouth 
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BOO ணை on the twenty-fixth » day of Auguft }° and fa 
௮. 

1731. 

ஆட்‌ பன்‌ arrived at Barcelona, where ‘being “joined ; 

“by the Spanifh’ fleet and tranfports, ‘they failed tom 
‘gether to Leghorn; frony whence the Admiral re- 
‘turned to England. “Don Carlos விடம்‌ through - 
part of France, and embarking at Antibes on board 
of the Spanifh gallies, arrived at Leghorn in De- 

cember. Then the Imperial General withdrew: his 
forces into the Milanete ; 3 and the Infant tools 2 
feffion of his new territories. ட 

§ XXIX. During thefe Granladions France owas 
- diftra@ed by religious difputes, occafioned ‘by thé 

bull Unigenitus thundered: againft the doétrines‘of 
fanfenius; a bill which had produced 4 {chifm in 
the Gallican Church, and well nigh involved that 
country in civil war and confufion. It was oppofed 
by the Parliaments and lay tribunals of the kingdom; 
but many bifhops, and the Jefuits in general, were 
its moft ftrenuous affertors. ~All the artifices of 
prieft-craft were practifed on both fides to inflame | 
the enthufiafm, and manage the fuperftition of the 
people. Pretended miracles were wrought at the 
tomb of Abbé Paris, who had died without accept- 
ing the bull, confequently was declared damned by 
the abettors of that conftitution. On the other hand, 

“the Jefuits exerted all their abilities and induftry in 
preaching againft the Janfenifts ; "in eftablifhing an 
opinion of their fuperior fancuity; and infpiring 4 
foirit’ of quietifm among their votaries, who were 
tranfported j into the delirium of poffeffion, illumina- 
tion and fupernatural’ converfe. Thefe atts were 
often ufed for the moft infamous purpofes. Female 
enthufiaits were wrought up te fuch a violence of 
agitation, that nature fainted under the. ftruggle, 
and the pieudo: -faint feized' this opportunity of vio- 

“lating the chattity of his penitent. Such was ‘faid to 
be the cafe of Mademoifelle la Cadiere, a a ee 
gentlewoman of Toulon, abufed‘in this manner by 
rhe juft and vill any of Pere Girard, a noted Jefut, 

: ; who 
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who underwent'a’ trial before the aot of, Aix; CHAP. 
and very narrowly efcaped the take. = WV 

. § XK. The Parliament of Grae: meet- coe 
—ingion the thirteenth day of January, the King in. 7 

his ~peech. declared, that. the general tranquillity of 
_ Europe was reftored and eftablifhed by the lafttreaty 
cof Vienna: and Don Carlos was actually poflefied : 
of Parmaand Placentia: that fix thoufand Spaniards 
‘were quietly admitted and quartered inthe duchy of 

aes ufcany, to fecure, by the exprefs confent and 
agreement of the Great Duke, the reverfion of his : 
‘dominions; and that a family convention was made 
between the Courts of Spain and ‘Tufcany, for pre- 
ferying mutual peace and friendfhip in the two 
houfes.. He told the Commons, that the eftimates 
for the fervice of the current year would be confide- 
-rably lefs than thofe of former years. He recom- 

“mended. unanimity : he obferved that his govern- 
ment, had no {ecurity but what was equally condu- 

eive to. their happinefs, and to the protection of his 

Pig people : that. their. profperity ha ட no foundation but 
-in the defence.and fupport of his government. 
< Our fafety (tid he) is mutual, and our interefts 
“are. ட _ The oppofition to the Court 

: meafures appears to. have been uncommonly fpirited 
durine the courle of this feffion. The minifter’s 
motions were attacked with all the artillery of elo- 
_eution.. His principal emiffaries were. obliged. to 

ழி ன்‌ faculties to their full exertion, to puzzle 

and. perplex: where they could not demonftrate and 
convince, to mifreprefent what they could not vin- 
dicate, and to elude the arguments. which they could 
not. .retute, In «the Houfe of Commons. Lord 
Hervey, lately appointed Vice: Chamberlain of his 
Majefty’s houfehold, made a motion, for an addrefs 
of thanks, in which they fhould declare their entire 
approbation. ak the King’s conduct, acknowledge 

' the. bleffings they enjoyed under his government, » 
3 exprels their confidence in the wifdom of shis coun- 

ல cus ; 
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fupplies. This member, fon to the Earl of Briftol, 
was a nobleman of fome parts, which, however, - 
were more {pecious than folid. He condefeended 
to act as a fubaltern to the minifter, and approved 
himfelf extremely active in forwarding all his de- — 
figns, whether as a fecret emiffary or publick orator ; 
in which laft capacity he appears to have been pett, 

_ frivolous, and frothy. His motion was feconded — 
by Mr. Clutterbuck, and oppofed by Sir Wilfred 

_ Lawfon, Mr. Shippen, M. 97) Pulteney, Sir 
William Wyndham, and Mr, Oglethorpe. ‘They: 
did not argue againfs a general -addrefs of thanks; 
but expofed the abfurdity and bad tendency of 
expreffions which implied a blind approbation of 
all the meafures of the miniftry. Sir Wilfred Law- — 
fon obferved, that notwithitanding the creat things _ 
we had dont for the crown of Spain, and the favours 
we had procured for the Reyal family of that king- 
dom, little cr no fatisfaction had as yet been received 
for the injuries cur merchants had fuftained from 
that nation. . Mr. Pulteney took notice, that the 
nation, by becoming guarantee to the pragmatick 
fanction,, laid itfelf under an obligation to affift the 
Auftrian family when attacked by any potentate 
whatever, except the Grand Siénior : that they might 
be attacked when it would be much againft the - 
intereft of the kingdom to engage itfelf in a war 
upon any forcign account: that it might one day 
be for the interéft of the nation to join againft them, 
in order to prefetve the balance of Europe, the 
eftablifhing of which had already coft England fuch 
immenie fums of money.’ He infifted upon the 
abfurdity of concluding fuch a number of incon- 
fiftent treaties ; and concluded with faying, that if 
affairs abroad were now happily eftablifhed, the 
miniftry which conduéted them might be compared 
to a pilot, who, though there was a clear, fafe, and 
ftraight channel into port, yet took it in his head to 

carry
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௨ ்‌ ட்‌ ட ay way ‘made ‘ufe of to prevent an enquiry. into 

SEZ RI. 

‘were turned towards Great-Britain, and fromi the 
“Parliament’s firlt refolves all the neighbouring pows 

the meéafures which had been’ நாகம்‌ when ‘the | 
treaties fhould ‘be laid before the Houfe. de: faid, 
‘at the opéning of ‘a feffion the eyes of all Euror 

  

    

ers judged of the unanimity that would enfue be- 
‘tween his Majefty ‘and the: ‘reprefehtatives: of his 
“people: that: their appearing jealous or diffident of 
Hes Majefty’s conduct would weaken his influenc 

  

upon the councils of foreign ftates and potentates, 
and perhaps put it out of his power to rectify any 
falfe ftep that might have been made by his mini- 
fters. His arguments were reinforced by along 
fpeech from Mr. H. Walpole. The queftion was | 
‘put, the motion carried, and the addrefs prefented. _ 
. § XMXI. The next கடகி ‘of debate was the - 
number of land-forees. When the fupply fell under _ 
confideration, Sir W. Strickland, fecretary at. war, 
‘moved that the fame number which ‘had been main- 
tained tn the வட year fhould becontinued in — 
pay. On the other hand, Lord Morpeth, having 
demonftrated thé danger to which the liberties‘ of _| 
the nation might be expofed, by maintaining a nu- 
merous ftanding army in time of peace, made a 
motion that the number fhould be reduced totwelve 
thoufand. A warm ‘debate enfuing, was managed 
in favour of the fir motion by Lord Hervey, ‘Sir 
Robert Walpole, and his brother, Mr.-Pelham, and 
Sir Philip Yorke, “Attorney-general. ‘This gentle- 
man was counted a better lawyer-thana politician, 
and fhone .more as an advocate at the bar thanas | 
an orator in thé Houfeé of Commons.’ The laft 

partifan of the miniftry was Sir William Yonge, | 
one of the Lords Commniffioners of the treafury ; a 
1 man who rendered himfelf ferviceable and ne- - 
sine by fooping to’ all compliances, © yunning 
upon every {cent, and haranguing on every fabject 

with an even, uninterrupted, tedious. flow of dull 
declamation, 
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declamation, compofed of affertions without vera- CHA P. 
city, conclufions from falfe premifes, words without 1Y- 
meaning, and language without propriety. Lord ~j,73, 
Morpeth’s motion was efpoufed by Mr. Watkin 
Williams Wynne, a gentleman of an ancient family 
and opulent fortune in Wales, brave, open, hofpi- 
tables and warmly attached to the ancient conftitu- 
tion and hierarchy : he was fupported by Mr. Wal- 
ter Plumer, who fpoke with weight, precifion, and 

- feverity, by Sir W. Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, Mr. 
W., Pulteney, and Mr. Barnard. . The Courtiers 
argued that it was neceffary to maintain fuch a 
number of land-forces as might defeat the defigns 
of malcontents, fecure the interior tranquillity of the 
kingdom, defend it from external affaults, over- 
awe its neighbours, and-enable it to take vigorous 
meafures-in cafe the* peace of Europe fhould be re - 
embroiled. - They affirmed, the fcience of war was 
fomuch altered, and required fo much attention, that 
no dependence was to. be placed upon “a militia: 
that-all nations were obliged to maintain ftanding 

- armies, for their fecurity againft the encroachments 

- of neighbouring powers : that the number of troops 
in Great-Britain-was too inconfiderable to excite the 

_ jealoufy of the people, even under an ambitious 
‘Monarch: that his Majefty never entertained the 
leaft thought of infringing the liberties of his fub- 
jects: that it could not be fuppofed that the officers, 

among whom were many gentlemen of family and 
fortune, would ever concur in a defign to enflave their 
country; and that the forces now in pay could not be 
properly deemed a ftanding army, inalmuch as they 
were voted and maintained from year to year by the 
Parliament, whichwas the reprefentative ofthe people. 

To thefe arguments the members in the oppofition 
replied, that a ftanding force in time of peace was 
unconftitutional, and had been always thought dan- 
gerous ;. that a militia was as capable of diféipline - 

as a ftanding army, and would have more incentives 
to
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்‌ and. ட. ) “that the civil magi- ee | 

eferve the pe ace of the country « 
was aioaether 

  

    

   
   

ஸ்ஸ்‌ ரர யான that பலன்‌ ad! ee ரி 
enflaved by ftanding armies; and. howfoever ம்க்‌ 
might find chemfelves neceMitated to depend upon 
a military force for fecurity againét ener 
neighbours, the cafe was. very different. eg: 
to Great-Britain, for the defence of which nature ha 
provided in a peculiar manner: that this. prov fiom 
was ftrenethened and improv ed by anumerous navy,. 
which fecured her domihion of the fea; and, if 
properly difpofed, would render all invafion 1 imprac~ 
ticable, or at leaft ineffectual ; that the land- -army of 
Great-Britain, though fuficient to endanger, the 
liberties of an unarmed people, could not poffibly 

“ fecure fuch an extent of coat, and therefore could 
be of very little fervice in preventing an, invafion: 
that though they had all umaginable confidence Gan’. 

~ Bes Majefty’ s regard for the: liberty of his fubjects, 
they could not “help apprehending that fhouid a 3 
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flanding army become part of 606 மரிர்யற்ு 2 
other ட of more dangerous talents, and more: 
fatal defigns, might arife, and. employ it. for, thes 
worft, purpofes of ambition: that though many of. os 
ficers were gentlemen of honour and probity, thefe- 
might be eafily difearded, and the army. gradually 
moulded into a quite different temper. . By there 
means, practHed in former times, .an army 
been new modelled to fuch a degreey that. they. : 
turned their fwords: againft the Parliament, for whole. 
defence they had been raifed, and deftroyed the 
conflitution beth in Church ae State: that with — 

refpect to its being wholly dependent onthe Parlia- 
ment, the people oF England would have reafon £0: 
complain of the fame hardthip,. whether a ftanding 
army” fhould be declared. at once indifpenfible,’ Of 

: reoulatly. 
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| regularly, voted from year to year, according to the c ட 42 
tion of the miniftry : that the fanétion of ‘the 

granted to meafures which in themieives ~ a 
neonftitutional, burthenfome, odious, andre- 
Mant to the: genius of the: nation, inftead of | 

; yielding confolation, would ferve only to demon- . 
itrate, that the moft effectual method of forging the os 
chains of national flavery, would be that of minif- 

- terial influence operating upon a venal Parliament. 
Such were the reafons urged again{t a ftanding army, 

* of what number foever it t might be compofed: but’ 
whe expediency of reducing the number fromabout 
eighteen thoufand to twelve thoufand, was infifted 
upon.as the natural confequence of his Majetty’s 
declaration, by which they were given to underftand 
that the peace of Europe was eftablithed ; and that 
he had nothing fo much at heart as the eafe and prof= 
perity of his people. Te was fugeefted, that if eigh= 
téen thoufand men were, fufficient on the fuppoled 
eve of a general warin Europe, it was furely rea- 
fonable to think that a lefs number would fuffice - 
when peace was perfeétly re-eftablifhed. Whatever 
effect thefe reafons had upon the body of the nation, 
they made no converts in the Houfe, where the 
majority refolved that the ftanding army fhould be 
Maintained without reduction. Mr. Plunter com- 
plained, that the country was oppreffed by an arbi- - 
trary method of quartering foldiers, in an undue 

_ proportion, apon thofe publicans who refufed to vote 
-inelections according to the direétion of the minif- 
try. Mr. Pulteney afferted, that the money raifed 
for the fubfiftence of eighteen thoufand men in Eng-— 
land, would maintain fixty thoufand French or 
Germans, or the fame number of almoft any other | 
people on the continent. ‘Sir William ‘Wyndham 
declared, that eichteen thoufand of the Englifi 
troops in the late war were maintained on lefs than 
two-thirds of வடலி வ்று றன பொணம்‌ for the like 

number ; 
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Book number? but, no oo was. paid, to eee விஷ. ்‌ 

ate <a 

a intereft to the. poor, 

‘committee to infpect the ftate of their affairs. 

_ prietorsy in a petition to the Houfe of Commons, — 

they, therefore, prayed, hae as they were unable to — 
- deteét the combinations of thofe who had ruined 
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ean The next eae oe a 

101106 oh டக்‌ 17006) was the fate of e      
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and to perfons of better rank upon an_indubitable 
fecurity. of goods impawned. Their capital wasa 
firft Hmited to thirty thoufand pounds; but, by 
licences from the crown, they increafed it to fx 
hundred thoufand pounds, though their charter. Was 
never confirmed by act of Parliament. Inthe month 
of Odtcber, Geor ge -Robinfon, efquire, member 
for Marlow, the cafhier, and John. Thompfon, 
warehoufe-keeper of the corporation, difappeared in 
one day. The proprietors, alarmed at this, inci- 
dent, held feveral general courts, and appointed a 

  

  

  

   

  

        

reported, that for a capital ‘of above five hundred | 
thoufand pounds no equivalent was found; inafm a 4 
as their effects did not amount to the value of. ்‌ 
thoufand, the remainder having been embezzled by _ 
means which they could not difcover.. The pro- 

reprefented that by the moft notorious breach of — 
tru in feveral perfons to whom the care and. ma. 
nagement of their affairs were committed, the cor- 
poration had been defrauded of the greateft part of 
their capital; and that many of the petitioners were 
reduced to the utmoft degree of mifery and diftrefs 5 

  
them, or to bring the delinquents to juftice, without 
the aid of the power and authority of Parliament, 
the Houfe would vouchfafe to enquire into the. flate 
of | the. corporation, and the: conduct of their mana, | 

  
-gcisi, and give {uch relicf to the penitioners as to the 

6 Hout 8
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Houfe fhould feem meer Tt he petition was oF i cn AP. 

  

    

   

    

~ cioufly received, and a fecret. committee appointed IV. 
to proceedot the enquiry. They foon difcovered a >> 
mott iniquitous fcene of fraud, which had beenacted 

  

ட 
by Robinfon and Thompfon, in concert with fome 
of the dire€tors, for embezzling the capital, anc 

ன்‌ cheating he proprietors. Many perfons of rank and 
a ality were concerned inthis infamous confpiracy : : 

of the firft charasters in the nation did not 
Se fulpicion and cenfure. Sir Robert Sutton. 

and Sir Archibald Grant were expelled the Houfe of 
Commons, as having hada confiderable fhare j 11 
thofe fraudulent pradtices : “a bill was brought in to 
-reftrain them and other delinquents from leaving the 
k agdom,« or aliena ing their effects, In the, mean 

ceived a letter from Signor 
John Angelo Bello an eminent banker at Rome, 
giving: them to underftand, that Thompfon was fe- 

di in that city,’ with all his papers, and confined” 
e caftle of St. Angelo; and that the papers were 

‘tranfmitted to his correfpondent at Paris, who would 
_ deliver them up, on certain conditions f{tipulated ‘in 
~ favour of the prifoner. - ‘This lettér was confidered 
a8 an artifice to infinuate a favourable opinion of 
the ‘Pretender, as if he had taken meafures for fe- 
‘curing Thompfon, from his zeal for juftice, and 

- affeGtion for' the Englifh people: On this fuppo- 
fition, the propofals were rejected with difdain ; and - 
both Houles concurred in an order that the letter 
-fhould be ‘Burned at the ‘Royal Exchangé, by the 
hands of the common hangman. The Lower Houfe 
refolyed, that it was an டப்‌ and audacious libel, . 

~abfurd and ‘contradictory ; that the whole tranfaCtion _ 
was a fcandalous artifice, calculated to delude the 
unhappy, and to difguife and conceal the wicked . 
practices of the profelied enemies to his Majefty’s 5. 
perfon, crown, and dignity. 

§ XXXII. No motion, during this feffion, pro- 
- duced fuch a warm. conteft as did that of Sir Robert 

“Walpole: 
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BOOK Walpole, when, efter along preamble, ‘he propofed — 

21. that the duties on falt, which about two years be- 
ape, மறப்ப மதப்‌ ‘beemabolifhed, fhrould:now:be revived, and _ 

granted to his Majefty, :his heirs, andfnecefors, for — 

‘the term of three years. dn.order to fweeten this — 

propofal, he) declared that ithe Jand-tex fer the:en- — 

fuing year fhould be:reduced to:one :fhilling iin the _ 

pound. All the members cf the :country :party were _ 

immediately in commotion. ‘Phey exprefied their’ 

farprize at the groffnefs of the impofition. They | 
obferved, ‘that‘two years had fcarce elapfed ‘fince ithe 

King, in a -fpeech from the throne, ‘had exhorted 

them to abolifh-fome of the taxes:that-were:the moft ' 

burthenfome ‘to the :poor: ‘the:Houfe -was then of 

opinion, that the:tax upon falt awas:the moft bur- 

thenfome, andthe moft pernicious :to:the trade of 
the kingdom, of all the impofitions to which the 

poor were fubjeéted, and therefore:it was taken off: 
‘but that no good reafon could be produced for al- 

tering their opinion fo fuddenly, and refolving ‘to 

grind the faces of the poor, in order to eafe a few 

“rich men-of the landed intereft. ‘They affirmed, | 

that the moft general taxes are not always the leaft | 
‘burthenfome: that.after a nation is obliged 00 6- 

tend their taxes farther than the luxuries of their 

country, thofe taxes that can be raifed with the leaft | 

charge to the publick, are the moft convenient and 
eafielt to the people: but they ought carefully to 
avoid taxing thofe things which are neceflary for 
the fubfiftence of the poor. The price of all necef- 
faries being thus enhanced, the wages of the tradel- 
man and manufaGturer mutt be increafed; and whee 
thefe are high the manufacturers will be underfold by 
thofe of cheaper countries. The trade muft of con- 

“fequence be ruined;. anditis not to: be fuppofed that 
_ tthe landed gentleman would choofe to: fave.a fhil- 

ling in the pound from the land-tax, by means+° 
ah expedient that would ruin the manufactures of 

“His country, and decreale the value of his own for- 

peg Z . 2. Bee « 
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tunel “Whey alledged that the falt-tax particularly ¢ HAP. 
affe€ied thé poor, who could not afford'to feet CT அலை 
provifions and that, a6 it formerly oetalloned mur. SP> 

mur and difcontents among the lower clafs of ‘peo- 
ple, the revival of it would, in all probability, exaf- 
_perate them ‘into open fedition, ‘They. obferved, — 
‘that while it was exacted in England, 4 reat num- 
‘ber rchants fent their fhips to Ireland, to be 
4 led for theit re{peCtive voyages; that, fince it 
had. னம ஒர experiments had ‘been 
fuccefstully tried “with {alt for ‘the improvement of 
asrictlture, which would'be entirely defeated by the 

- revival of this imrpofition. “They fugoefted that the 
dand=tax ‘was raifed at. a very fmall expence, and 
fubje& to no f whereas that upon fal woultl 
employ a great number of additional officers in the 
fevenue, wholly depending upon the miniftry, whofe 
influence in elections they would proportionaby in- 
creafe. “They even hinted, that this confideration 
Was One powerful motive for propofing the revival 
OF an odious tax, which was in effeét an excife, and 
would be deemed ‘a ftep towards a general excife 
‘upon all forts of provifions, Finally, they demon-_ 
trated that the falt-tax introduced numbertefs frauds 
and perjuries in different articles of traffick. Sir 
Robert Walpole endeavoured to obviaté all thefe 
objections in a long fpeech, which was tmihutely 
an{wered and refuted in every article’ by Mr. Pulte- 
hey. “ Neverthelefs, the queftion being put, the 
minifter’s motion was carried in the affirmative, 
and the duty revived: yet, before the bill paffed, 
divers motions were made, and additional claufes 
propofed by the members in the oppofition. New 
debates were raifed on every new objeétion, and the — 
Courtiers were obliged to difpute their ground by 

    

     
   

   

  

    

   

  

   

  

» . inches.” 
§ XXXIV. The penfion bill was revived, and 

for the ‘third time rejeéted in the Houfe of Lords,’ 
A bill forthe ‘encouragement of the fugar colonies ; 

ட்ப 28068
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-and-twenty thoufand fix hundred ninety-four pounds, 

bu: was loft among the Peers: another, for the bet-. 
ter fecuring the freedom of Parliaments, by further 
qualifying members to fitinthe Houfe of Commons, 
was read the third time, and thrown out uporf the | 
queftion. A committee had been appointed toens _ 
quire into a fale of the eftate which had belonged to _ 
the late Earlof Derwentwater. It appeared by the | 
report, that the fale had been fraudulent: a bill — 
was prepared to make it void: Dennis Bond, 
efguire, and Serjeant Birch, commiffioners for the 
fale of the forfeited eftates, were declared guilty of — 
notorious breach of truft, and expelled the Houfe 
of which they were members: George Robinfon, — 
¢{quire, underwent the fame fentence, on account: 
of the part he acted in the Charitable Corporation, — 
as he and Thompfon had neglected to furrender 
themfelves, according to the terms of a bill which | 
had paffed for that purpofe. During this feffion, 
five members of Parliament were expelled for the 
moft fordid acts of knavery; a fure fign of national: » 

  

4 

deceneracy and difhonour. All the fupplies, were © 
granted, and among other articles, the {um of two- | 

  

ence of the fubfidies payable to the Crown of Den- 
mark, in purfuance of the treaty fubfifting between 
the late King and that Monarch: but this was not - 
obtained without a violent difpute: Mr. Pulteney, 
who bore a confiderable ‘fhare in all thefe debates, 
became in a little time foremarkableastobethought | 
worthy of a very particular mark of his Majefty’s 
difpleafure. The King, on the firft day of Julys 
called for the council-book, and with his own hand 
ftruck the name of William Pulteney, efquire, out — 
of the lift of privy councillors: his~Majefty further 
ordered him to be put out of all ‘the -commiffions 
of the peace. The feveral Lord-lieutenants, from 
‘whom he had received deputations, were com- — 

tes ~~ qmanded © 

feven fhillings; and fixpence, for the agio or differ-" | 

| 

| 
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France. § XXVIDL- Proceedings in Parliament, 
§ XXIX. Bil for preventing the retail of ப்ராட்‌. 

“the article of tithes. § XXX. Mortmain act. § XXX. 
Remarkable riot at Edinburgh. §& XXXL Rup. — 

ture between the Czarina and the Ottoman ற்‌ ர 4 

   

   
   

-§ XXXII The. felfion of Parliament of 
commifion. § XXXIV. Motion in both 

ety fettlement on the Prince of Wales. .< xv 
Fierce debate on this fubjel?. § XXRVIL Scheme — 

“e 

by Sir Fokn Barnard for reducing the intereft of ‘he 
national debt. § XXXVI. Bill againft the city fF 

Edinburgh. § XXXVI. Play-boufe vill. ae 

300K §1. 1. ‘HE moft remarkable incident that dift 
Il. e 

jon eens? 1 
tinguifhed this year in England was 2 | 

2732- Very uncommon inftance of fuicide; an act of defpair 

_and cat. They even left money to pay the porter 
- who fhould carry the enclofed papers to the pet fon 

- of the-ill offices he had undergone from a different 

fo frequent among the Englith, that in other coun- 
tries it is objected to them as a national reproach. 

Though it may be generally termed the effect of 

lunacy proceeding from natural caufes operating on 

the human body, in fome few inftances it feems to 
have been the refult of cool deliberation. Richare 
Smith, a bookbinder, and prifener for debt within 

the liberties of the King’s-Bench, perfuaded his wife 

to follow his example in making away with herfelf, 
after they had murthered their little infant. ‘This 

~ ¥uous liquors. Another for the relief of Quakers in, 

7 

  wretched pair were in the month of April found 
hanging in their bed-chamber, at about a yard’s 
diftance from each other; and in a feparate apart- 

ment the child lay dead in a cradle. They left two | 
papers enclofed ina fhort letter to their landlord, | 
whofe kindnefs they implored in fayour of their dog 

for whom they were addreffed. In one of thefe the 4 

hufband thanked that perfon for the marks of friend" 

fhip he had received at his hands; and complained | 

2 quarters 
]  
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quarter. The other paper, fub{cribed i the huf- cH A P, 
‘band and wife, contained the reafons which induced ~ 
them to act fuch a tragedy on themfelves and their a 
offspring. This letter was altogether furprizing for 
the .calm refolution, the good. humour, and the 

‘that they withdrew themfelyes from poverty and 
_ rags evils that, through a train of unlucky acci- 

டல்‌ 4 

oa propriety. with which itwas written. They declared, 

‘dents, were become inevitable, They appealed to : 
“their neighbours for the induftry with which they 
had endeavoured to earn a livelihood.» awa jutti- 
ied the murther of their. child, by faying, it was 
lefs cruelty to: take her with them, than to fe her 
friendlefs in the world, expofed to ignorance and 

: mifery, They profeffed their belief and confidence 
inan Almighty God, the fountain of goodnefs and 

_ beneficence, who could not pofflibly take delight in 
the mifery of his creatures: they, therefore, refigned 

--ap their lives to him without any terrible apprehen- 
fions; fubmitting themfelves*to thofe ways which, 

"in his goodnefs, he fhould appoint afterdeath. T hefe 
unfortunate fuicides had been always induftrious and - 

- frugal, invincibly honett, and remarkable for con-» 
jugal affeétion, னல 

‘Q IL Truftees having en appointed by charter 
£0 fuperintend a new fettlement in Georgia, fituated 

‘to the fouthward of Carolina in Redes Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe, as General, and Governor of the province, , 
embarked at Gravefend, with a number-of poor’ ~ 
families, to plant that colony. he King of Spain 
having equipped a very powerful armament, the fleet 
failed on the fourth day of June from the road of 
Alicant, under the command of the Count de Mon- 
femar, and arrived on the coatt of Barbary in the 
neighbourhood of Oran, where a confiderable body 
of troops was landed without much oppofition, Next 
day, however, they were. attacked by a numerous 
army of Moors, over whom they obtained a com- 
a victory. The Bey or Governor of Oran im-_ 

bu 3 “mediately 

ட்ப



த. . HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Book mediately retired with his garrifon, and the Spa- 
Il. niards took poffeftion of the place, from whichthey ~ 

had been driven in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eight. The ftrong fort of Mazalaguivir 
was likewife furrendered to the victors at the firft — 
fummons; fo that this expedition anfwered all the 
views: with which it had been projected, Vidtor © 
Amadeus, the abdicated King of Sardinia, having, 
at the infligation of his wife, engaged in fome in- 
trigues, in order to re-afcend.the throne, his fon, : 
the reigning King, ,ordered his perfon to be feized » 
at Montcalier, and conveyed to Rivoli, under a | 
ftrong efcort. His wife, the Marchionefs de Spigno, — 
was conducted to Seva. The old King’s confeffor, 
his phyfician, and eight-and-forty perfons of dif- 
tinction were imprifoned. .The citadel:of Turin 
was fecured with a ftrong garrifon; and new inftruc- 
tions were given to the Governor and fenate of — 
Chamberri.. The-difpute which had long fubfifted © 
between the King of Pruffia and the young Prince | 

| 

3732 

‘of Orange, touching the fucceffion. to the eftates 
poffefied by Kine William Ill. as head of the Houfe — 
of Orange, was at laft accommodated by a formal 
treaty ficned-at Berlin and Dierin. .Yhe Dutch | 
were greatly alarmed about this time with an appre- 
henfion of being overwhelmed, by an inundation, 
occafioned by worms, which were {aid to have con- 

fumed the piles and timber-work that fupported their 
dykes. ‘They prayed and fafted with uncommon 

zeal, in terror of this calamity, which they did not 
know how to.avertin any other mapner. Atlength 
they were delivered from their fears by a.hard froft, 
which effectually deftroyed thofe dangerous animals. 
About this time, _Mr.. Dieden, Plenipotentiary from 
the Elector of Hanover, received, in the name of 
his-malter, the inveftiture of Bremen and. Verden 
from the hands of the Emperor. தட பட்ட 
~ §dIL. The hiftory..of England at this period cane 
not be very. interefting, as it chigfly confifts. in ap 
pec Fag Sane annua, 

ச்‌
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annual revolution of debates in Parliament. De- CHA P. 
‘bates, in which the fame arguments perpetually re- _ Me 
eur on the fame fubjects. When the feffion was 1732. 
opened on the fixteenth day of January, the King: 
declared, that the fituation of affairs both at home 
and abroad rendered it unneceflary for him to lay 
before the ‘two Houfes any other reafons for calling . 

» them together, but the ordinary difpatch of the — 
ublick bufinefs, and his defire of receiving their 

advice in fuch affairs as fhould require the care and. 
confideration of Parliament, The motion made in 
the Houfe of Commons for an addrefs of thanks 
implied, that they fhould exprefs their fatisfaction © 
at the prefent fituation of affairs both at home and 
abroad. The motion was carried, notwith{tanding 
the oppofition of thofe who obferved, that the nation 

“had very litcle reafon to be pleafed with the prefent 
ofture of affairs; that the French were employed 

in forti‘ying and reftoring the harbour of Dunkirk, 
contrary to the faith of the moft folemn treaties ; 

that the Britith merchants had received no redrefs 
for the depredations committed by the Spaniards ; 

chat the commerce of England daily decreafed: that - 

no fort of trade throve but the traffick of “Change- 

Alley, where the mofl abominable frauds were prac- 

tifed; and that every feflion of Parliament opened a 

~ new fcene of villany and impofition. ப 

“டு FV. ‘The penfion bill was once more revived, 
and loft again in the Houfe of Peers. All the rea- 

‘fons formerly advanced againft a ftanding army were 

now repeated; anda reduétion of the number in- 

fifted upon with fuch warmth, that the minifterial - 

party were obliged to have recourfeto the old phan- 

tom of the Pretender. Sir Archer Croft faid a 
€ontinuatioa of the fame number of forces was the 

moré neveffary, becatife, to his knowledge, Popery 

was increafing very fatt in the country; for, in one 
parith which he knew, there were feven popith 

priefts; and that the danger fromthé Pretender was 
ப்ப 114. ERE
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ட்ட ae more to be feared, becaufe they did not ne = 

_ but be was then breeding his fon a Proteftant. — Sir 
~ Robert Walpole obferved, that a redu@ion of the 

_ army was the chief thine wifhed for and defired bys 
all the. Jacobites 4 an the kingdom: that no reduétion ae 
had ever been made but what. gave. freth: h ue 
“that party, and encouraged them to ral 

- againtt the government;. and he did no! 
: that, it they fhould refolve to reduce any 

it. 

1752 ; 

“might to carry the good news beyond fea Ot ae 
tender. . His brother Horatio added, that the num+ 
ber of troops then propofed was abfolutely neceflary — 
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army, there would be pott- horfes 

  

    
   

   

to fupport his Majefty’s sovernment, and would be | 
necéfiary as lone as, ‘the nation ‘enjoyed the happi- 

~nefs of having the prefent illnftrious family on the 
throne. The ati ity, the felf-contradiétion, and. the 
“ridiculous abfurdity of thefe fuggeftions were pro- 
perly expofed: neverthelefs, the army was voted 
without any reduction, Sir Wilfred Lawfon having 
made a motion for an addrefs to the King, to know - 
what fatisfaGtion had been made by Spain for the 

depredations committed on the Britifh merchants, 
it was after a violent debate approved, and the ad- 

drefs prefented. The King, in anfwer to this re- ~ 
monftrance gave them to underftand, that the meet=~ 
ing of the commerce: of the two Crowns had been — 

  

fo long delayed by unforefeen accidents, that the 
conferences were not opened till the latter end of the. 
preceding February ; and that as the Courts of Lon- 
don and Madrid had agreed that the term of three 
years ftipulated for- finifbing the commiffion fhould 
be computed from their arf meeting, a perfect ac- 

~ count of their proceedings could not gs yet be laid 
before the Hloufe of Common A bill had been 

’ Jone depending f tor granting encouragement to the 
‘fuear colonies. in the வி Indies; but, as it was 
fo unded upon a prohibition that would have put 4 
ம்ம to. all commerce between the French: iflands 

ang -



© heart. © But the bill being patronifed and fupported 
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aa the Britith fettlements in North. Ametica; itc HAP, 
met with a very warm oppofition from thofé,who 12 
had the profperity of thoie northern colonies at’ ரக, 

by the Court intereft, furmounted all. objeétions ; 
- and afterwards pafled into a law. While the Com- 

" mons deliberated upon the fupply, Sir Robert Wal- 
“pole. moved, that five hundred thoufand pounds 

fhould be idued out of the finking-fund for the fer- 
“vice of the enfuing year. Sir William Wyndham,» 
Ve Pulteney, ‘and Sir John Barnard, expatiated — 

- upon the iniquity of pillaging a facred depofit, fo- 
. lemnly appropriated tothe difcharge of the national 

debt. They might have demonttrated the egregious 
- folly of a meafure, by-which the publick, fora little 
temporary éate, loft the advantage of the accumu- 
lating intereft which would have arifen from the. 
finking- fund if properly managed and referved: All 
objections vanithed before the ர powers of minifterial 
influence, which nothing now could check but the 
immediate danger of popular commotion. Such 
hazardous interpofition actually defeated a {cheme « 
which had been adopted by the minifter, and even 
before its எரிக்‌ ச. all the trading part: of 
‘the nation. 

Ae The 5 having refolved itfelf into a 
committee, to deliberate upon the moft proper me- 
thods for the better fecurity and improvement of 
the duties and revenues charged upon tobacco and 
‘wines, all the papers relatine to thefe duties were 
fubmitted to the perufal of the members: the Com- 

--miffioners of the Cuftoms and Excife were ordered 
to attend the Houfe, the avenues of which were 
crowded with multitudes of people ; and the mem-_ 
bers in the oppofition waited impatiently for a-pro-- 
pofal, in which they thought the liberties of their 

' country fo,deeply. interefted. In a word, there had 
been a call of the Houfe on the preceding day. 
The feftion was frequent and full; and both fides, 

: “appeared
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B00 K appeared ready and eager for the conteft when Sir 
11. Robert Walpole broached his defign. He took no- 

tice of the arts which had been ufed to prejudice 
the people againft his plan before it was known, 
He affirmed that the clamours occafioned by thefe _ 
“prejudices had originally rifen from fmugelérs and 
fraudulent dealers, who had enriched themfelves by 
cheating the publick; and that thefe had beenftrenu- _ 
ரி விசம்‌ உரம்‌ fupported by another fet of men, 
fond of every opportunity to ftir up the people of 
Gieat-Britain to mutiny and fedition. He expa:” 
tiated on’ the frauds that were committed in that 
branch of the revenue arifine from the duties on: 
tobaceo ; upon the hard{hips to which the American | 

_. planters were fubjeCted by the heavy duties payable 
ஜெ Importation, as well as by the ill uface they had 
met with from their factors and correfpondents in 
England, who, from beine their fervants were now 
become their mafters ; upon the injury done to the 
fair trader; and the lofs fuftained by the publick with | 
refpect tothe revenue. He afferted that the fcheme _ 
he was about to propofe would remove all thefe in- 
-conveniencies, prevent numberlefs frauds, perjurtes, 
and falfe entries, andadd two or three hundred thou 
{and pounds per annum to the publick revenue. He 
entered.into a long detail of frauds practifed by the ~ 
knavith dealers in thofe commodities: he recited the 
teveral ats of Parliament that related to the duties 
on wine and tobacco: he declared he had’no inten- 
tion to promote a general excife: he endeavoured to 
obviate fome objections that might be made to his 

"plan, the narure of which he at length explained. 
He propoted to join the laws of Excife to thofe of 
the Cuftoms: that the further fubfidy of three 
farthings per pound charged upon imported tobacco 
fhould be fill levied at the Cuftom Houle, and 

*_ payable to his Majefty’s civil-lift as herexofore': that 
then the tobacco fhould be lodged in warenoules, 
to be appointed for: that purpofe by the Commi 

்‌ ்‌ Goners. 

“Aad 
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fioners of the Excife: thatthe keeper of each ware- CH AP. 
houfe, appointed likewife by the Commiffioners, ¥—_ 

Should have one lock and key, and the merchant- ae 

importer have another: and that the tobacco fhould 
be thus fecured until the merchant fhould find vent 

for it, either by exportation or home confumptions — 

that the part defigned for exportation fhould 06 
weighed at the Cuftom Houfe, difcharged of the — 
three farthings per pound which had been paid at 

its firft importation, and then exported without 

farther trouble: thatthe portion deftined for home 
sconfumption fhould, in prefence of the warehoufe- 
keeper, be delivered to the purchafer, upon his 

"paying the jnland duty-of four-pence per pound 

weight, tothe proper officer appointed to receive it; 

by which means the merchant would be eafed of 
the inconvenience of paying: the duty upon impor~ 

gation, or of granting bonds and finding fureties 

for the payment, before he had found a market for 

the commodity;’ that all penalties and forfeitures, 

- fo far as they formerly belonged to the Crown, fhould 

for the future be applied to the uf of the publick: 

that appeals in this, as well as in all other cafes re- 

lating to the excife, fhould be heard and determined 

by two or three of the judges, to be named by his 

Majefty; and in the country, by the judge of affize 

upon the next circuit, who fhould hear and deter- 
mine fuch appeals in the moft fummary manner, 

without the formality of procceflings in courts of law 

or equity. 3 

§ VI. Such was the fubftance of the famous excife 

{cheme, in favour of which Sir Robert Walpole 

-moyed, that the duties and fubfidies on tobacco 

fhould from and after the twenty-fourth day of June 
ceafe and determine. The debate which enfued 

was managed and maintained by all the able 

fpeakers on both fides of the queftion. Sir Robert ° 

Walpole was anfwered by Mr. Perry, member for 

the city of London, Sir Paul Methuen joined in 

He: the
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Sir William Wyndham, and other patriots. 
icheme was efpoufed by Sir Philip Yorke, appointed, 

_ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

"_, fentative of London, diftinguifhed himdelf in படி . dame caufe," He was fupported by Mr. Pulteney, 

Lord-Chief-Juftice of the King’s-Bench, and en. 
‘ nobledin the courfeof, the enfuing year.. Sir Jofeph — 
Jekyll approved of the project, which was likewile 

1 itrenuoufly defended by Lord Hervey, Sir Thomas — 
- Robinfon, Sir Wilham Yonge, Mr. Pelham; and. ” 

the appofition. Sir John Barnard, another ‘repres i 
] 

Mr. Winnington, which lait excelled all his contem. 
poraries of the miniftry in talents -and addrefs, — 
Thofe who argued againft the {cheme accufed the ° 
minifter of having mufreprefented. the frauds, and: 
made falfe calculations. With tefpeét to the fup- 
pofed hardfhips under which the planters ‘were ‘aid 

_tolabour, they affirrred that no planter. had ever — 
dreamed of complaining, until in tigated by-letters -்‌ 

_.. faid to be provided: that fom the examinati 

and applications from London: that this {cheme, 
far from relieving the planters, would expole the — 
factors to fuch grievous oppreffion, that they would | 
not be able to continue the trade, confequently the 
planters would be entirely ruined; and, atter all, it 

    

    

would not prevent thofe frauds againit: whic 

the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, it appeared € 
thofe frauds did not exceed forty thoufand pounds | 
per annum, and might in a great meafure be abo- — 
lithed, by a due execution -of the laws in beings 

_confequently this {cheme was unneceflary, would be 
ineffectual in augmenting the revenue, deftructive 
to trade, and dangerous to the liberties of the fub- 
ject, as it tended to promote a general excite, which 
was in all countries confidered as a ‘grievous 00-. . 

_prefion. They fuggefted that it would produce an 
additional fwarm of excife-officers, and warehoule= 
keepers, appoifited and paid by the Treafury, fo a3 _ 
to multiply the dependents on the Crown, and ena- 
bie it {till further to influence the freedom of elec: 

“AOE
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tions fee the traders would pedo Naves toC HAP. 
~excifemen and warehoufe- lkeepers, as they would be 
debearred all aecels to their commodities, except at 
‘certain hours, when attended. by thofe officers : 

the ‘merchant, for every quantity of tobace 
~could fell, would be obliged to make a journ 
fend" a: meflenger to the office for a permit, which 
“could not be “obtained without trouble, ‘expence, 

delay: and that fhould a law be enaéted in - 
quence of this motion, it would in all proba~- 
‘be fome time or other ufed as.a precedent for 

aoe excife laws into every branch of the 
revenue; in which cafe the liberty of Great-Britain 
~ would be no more. . In the courfe of this’ debate, 
“Sir Robert Walpole ‘fool notice of the multitudes 
which had befet all the approaches to the Houte. 
He faid it would-be an ealy tafk fora defioning fe- 
-ditious perfon to raife a tumult and diforder amone 
them: that centlemen might give them what name ~ 
they fhould think fit, and ம they were come as 
“humble fuppliants ; but he knew whom the law 

~ ealled fturdy beggars: and thofe who brought them’ 
#0 that place could not be certain but that they 
might behave in the fame manner. This infinuation 
‘was refented by Sir John Barnard, who obferved 

- that merchants of character had a right to come down 
to the Court of Requefts, and lobby of the Houfe 

-of Commons, in order to folicit their friends and 
_acquaintance again{ft any {cheme or project which 
they might think prejudicial to their commerce > 
that when he came into the Houfe, he faw none 
but fuch as deferved the appellation of fturdy beg- 
pars as little as the honourable gentleman himielf, 
or any gentleman whatever. After a warm dilpute An, 1733. 
“the motion was carried by 2 majority of fxty-one 
voices. Several refolutions were founded on the 
propofal: and to thefe the Houfe agreed, though 
not without another violent contett. The refolutions 
produced a bill, Againit i petitions were pre- 

ferred 

    
   

  

      

    

  

ஃ



eas 

BO OX ferred by the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, ae Conte ட 5 

mon-Council of London, the cities of Coventry — 

1743: 
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and Nottingham. A motion was made that coun= 

   

this occafion; and Sir Robert Walpole began to be 
in fear of his life. He, therefore, thought proper - 
to drop the defien, by moving that the fecond read- . 

- Ing of the bill might be poftponed till the twelfth 
day of June. Then, complaint being made of the 
infolence of the populace, who had maltreated {eve- 
ral members, divers refolutions were taken again 
thofe tumultuous crowds, and their abettors; thefe 
refolves were communicated to the Lord-Mayor of 
London, the Sheriff of Middlefex, and the High- 
bailiff of Weftminfter. Some individuals were 
apprehended. in the Court of Requefts, as having 
fomented the diiturbances ; but they were foon 
releafed. The mifcarriage of the bill was celebrated - 
with publick rejoicings in London and Weftmintter ; 

_ and the minifter was. burned in effigy by the popu- 
Jace. After the mifcarriage of the excife fcheme, 
the Houfe unanimoufly refolved, to inquire into the 
frands and abufes in the Cuftoms ; and a committee 
of twenty-one perfons was chofen by ballot for this _ 
purpofe. 

§ VI. The fubfequent debates of ithis feffion 
were occafioned by a bill to prevent the infamous | 
practice of ftock-jobbing, which with great difficulty, | 
made its way to the Houfe of Lords, who propoled 

fome 

fel fhould be heard for the city of London; butic _ 
was rejected by the majority, and the petitions were 
ordered to lie upon the table... Had the minifter © 
encountered no oppofition but that-which apptared 
within doors, his project would have certainly been” 
‘carried into. execution: but the whole nation was — 

_ alarmed, and clamoured loudly againft the excife- 
bil. The populace ftill crowded around Weftmin- — 

_ fter-hall, blocking up all the avenues to the Houte’ 
of Commons. They even infulted the perfons of 
thofé members who had voted for the miniftry on
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fome amendments, in confequence of which it was¢ HAP. 
laid afide ; and fucceeded by another bill eftablifhing — ஆ: 

a lottery, to raife five hundred thoufand pounds for - ek 
the relief of thofe who had fuffered by the charitable 
corporation. - After having undergone fome altera- — 

‘tions it paffed through both Houles,, and obtained 
the Royalafient. The King, by a meflage to Parli- 

es fignified his intention to give the Princefs 
Royal in marriage to the Prince of Orange, promif- 
ing himfelf ther concurrence and affiftance, that 

ரு 

he might be enabled to beftow fuch a portion with 
his eldeft daughter as fhould be futable to the oc- 
cafion. The Commons immediately refolved, that 
out of the monies arifing from the fale of lands in 
the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, his Majefty fhould © 

be empowered to apply fourfcore thoufand pounds, 

as a marriage dower for his daughter; and a claufe. 
for this purpofe was inferted in the bill, forenabling 
his Majefty to apply five hundred thoufand pounds 
out of the finking-fund for the fervice of the current. . 
Weare nee ae 

Vill. The oppofition in the Houfe of Lords § PP 
~ was ftill more animated, though ineffectual. The 
debates chiefly turned upon the penfion-bill, the 

number of land-forces, and a. motion made by 

Lord Bathurft, for an account of the produce of 

‘the forfeited eftates which had belonged to the di- 

rectors of the South-fea Company. The truftees 

for thefe eftates had, charged themfelves with a 

great fu of money, and the Lords in the oppofi- 
tion thought they Had a right to know how it had 

beén difpofed. The miniftry had reafons to ‘ftifle 
this enquiry; and, therefore, oppofed it with. all 

their visour. Neverthelefs, the motion was carried, 
after a warm difpute, and the directors of the South- . 
fea Company were ordered to lay the account before 
the Houfé.* From this, it, appeared that the large 
fums of money arifing from the forfeited eftates had . 
been diftributed among the proprietors, by way of , 

OUI aay aN ~” dividend,



BOOK dividend, even before recourfe was had to Parligs. 

ment.for directions in what manner that produce Ji. 
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110110 be applied: Lord  Bathurft, therefore, mo- 
ved for a refolution of the Houfe, ‘that the difpofal 

  

of this money by way ‘of dividend, without any * 4 
orderor direétion of a general court for that pur 
pofe, was a violation of the act of parliamentemade 
for the difpofal thereof, and a manifeftinjufticedoné 

்‌ to the proprietors of that ftock. The Duke of New- » 
eaftle, in order to gain time, moved, that as the — 

the prefent direétors of the company might be or 
dered to lay before the Houfe a further and more 

miffions in the army, or civil employments under 
the government. At length Lord Bathurft waved © : 
his motion. for that time: then the Houfe ordered 
that the prefent and former directors of the South; 
fea Company, together with the late infpectors of . 
their accounts, fhould attend and be examined. 
They were accordingly interrogated, and gave fo 
little fatisfaGtion, that Lord Bathurft moved for 4 . 
committee of enquiry ; but the queftion being put, 
was carried in the negative: yet a very ftrong pro- 

. teit was entered by the Lords in the oppofition.. 
The next fubje&t of altercation was the bill for 
mifapplying part of the produce of the finking-fund. 
Tt was attacked with all the force of argument, 

wit, and declamation by the Earl of Stafford, Lords, 
Bathurft and Carteret, and particularly by the Fark 
of Chefterfield, who had by this time refigned his . — 
ftaff of Lord-Steward* of the Houfehold, and re- 

account was confuled, and almoft unintelligible, 

_ diftinét account of the manner in which-thé monéy ~ 
“had been difpofed. A violent conteft enfued, in | 

the courfe of which the Houfe divided, and of fifty= 
fevén Peers who voted for the delay, forty-fix weré 

- fuch as enjoyed preferment in the Church, com= 

Po
e 
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nounced all connection with tne miniftry. Lord . 
Bathurft moved for a refolution, importing thaty 

for 
in the opinion of the Houle, the finking-fund ought |
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publick tranquillity, to the redemption of thofe 7... 
taxes which were moft prejudicial to the trade, ~~ 
-moft burthenfome on the manufactures, and moft 
oppreflive on the poor of the nation. This motion 
‘was over-ruled, and the bill adopted by the majo- 

_ Fty. * Onthe eleventh day of June, the Kinegave = 
_the Royal affent to the bills that were prepared, “and 
clofed the feffion with a fpeech, in which he took 

்‌ 17335 

- , motice of the wicked endeavours that had been lately 
ufed to inflame the minds of the People, by the mott 
linjuft mifreprefentations. ; 

§ IX. Europe was now re-involved in freth trou. _- 
bles, by 4 vacaney on the throne of Poland. ~ Au- 
-guttus died at Warfaw in the end of January, and 
“the neighbourinig powers were immediately i 106005 : 
motion. The Elector of Saxony, fon to the late: 
King, and Staniflaus, whofe daughter was married 
to the French Monarch, declared themfelves candi- 
dates for the Polifh throne: 106 Emperor,” the 
Czarina, | and the Kine of Pruffia efpoufed the in- 
terefts of the Saxon: the King of France fupported 
the pretenfions of his father-in-law. The foreign 

“minifters at Warfaw forthwith beean to form in-~ 
trigues among the Electors: the Mar quis de Monti, 
Ambaffador from France, exerted himfelf fo fuccefs- 
fully, that he foon eained over the primate; and 
a majority of the. Catholick dietines, to the interefts - 
of Staniflaus ; while the Imperial and Ruffian troops 
hovered on the frontiers of Poland. ‘The French 
King no fooner underftood that a body of the Em-\ 
peror’s forces. was encamped at Siléfia, than he 
ordered the Duke of Berwick to afiemble an army 
on the Rhine, . and take meafurés for entering Ger- 
many, in cafe the Imperialifts fhould march into 
Poland. A French fleet fet fail for Dantzick, while. 
Staniflaus travelled through Germany 1 in difguite to 
Poland, and concealed himfelf in the houfe of the 
French Ambaffador at Warfaw. As the day of 

VOUT Mm election
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3061 61081௦௩. approached, the ‘Imperial, “Ruffian, mont A 

. Ruf 

'. Pruffian minifters delivered in their feveral declara- 
1733. . tions, by way of — proteft .acainft the. contingent — 

   

  

election of Staniflaus, as a perfon proferibed, dif. 3 
 -qualined, depending upon’ a foreign power, and — quan ep. g » Pps > and 

connected with the Turks, and other infidels. The 
an, General Lafci entered Poland at the’ head — 

of fifty thoufand mén: the diet of the eleétion was” 
opened with the ufial céremony on the twenty-fifth - 
day of Auguft. Prince Vielazowfki,. chief Of the 4 

_ Saxon intereft, retired to the other fide of thie, <7 
_Vittula, with three thoufand men, including fome — 
of the nobilicy who adhered to that party. Never. 

   

_ thelefs, the primate proceeded to the ele@ion: Sta: 
nillaus was unanimoufly chofen King ; and appeared. _ 
in the eleCtoral field, where he “Was received with 

ட்‌ 1004 acclamations, “The oppofite party foon ins 
ereafed to ten thoufand men; protefted againft the © | 
election, and joined the Ruffian army, which ad- 
vanced by fpeedy marches. King Staniflaus finding — 
himfelf unable to cope with fuch adverfaries, retired | 
with the primate and French Ambaffador to Dant- 4 

| 
2104 11 ஐ the Palatine of Kiow at Warfaw. This 4 
General attacked the Saxon palace, which was fur- 

, tendered upon terms: then the foldiers and. inhabi- || 
tants plundered the houfes belonging to the grandees 
who had declared for Auguftus, as well as the hotel” 
of the Ruffian minifter. In the mean time, the 
Poles, who had joined the Mutfcovites, finding it - 
impracticable to pafs the Viftula before the expira- 
tion of the time fixed for the feffion of the diet, 
erected a. kelo at Cracow, where the Elector of 
Saxony was chofen and proclaimed, by the Bifhop 
of Cracow, King of Poland, under the name of | 
Auguftus W1. on the ஷ்‌, day of October. They 
afterwards pafled the river, and the’ Palatine, of 
Kiow retiring towards Cracow, they took poffeffion 
of Warlaw, where in their turn.they plundered the 
palaces and houfes belonging to the oppofite party.



   

   

கடட ee aD ing ட ace ae French Kinga A P, 
* eoncluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by 
-. which. thofé pewers agreed to declare war againft 

the Emperor. Manifeftos were publithed recipro- 
oy வி்‌ the contracting. powers. The Duke of © 
உ. ae 5 Rhine in ட்‌ வ்‌ under 
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von ag lene Gent he ட்‌ பர்‌ | 
oe returned. to. Verfailles. க கரு றர, 

‘Sardinia’ having declared war againft the Emperor, 
joined | a body of French forces, commanded ‘by 
Mare! chal de ‘Villars, and drove the Imperialifts out 
oi the ம்‌... His ‘Imperial ‘Majelty, dreadine 
the effeéts, of fuch a powerful ‘confederacy nee 
him, offer a tt மறம்‌ all differences with the. . 
- erthe mediation of the King” 
of Grear-Britain ; and Mi. Keene, the Bri fh mi- 
nifter at'-Madrid, propofed “an’-accommodation, ~ 
Philip exprefied his acknowledgements to the King 

oat Enoland, deélaring, however; that the Enperor’s - 
advances. were too Ine. ; and ர his own reflutons 
were already t taken, - Meverthelefs, he fentorders to’ 
the Count de. Montijo, his Ambaflador at London, 
£0 communicate to his Britannick Majefty the mo- 
tives which had induced him to take thefe refolu— 
ae In the mean time he detached a powerful 

‘armament to Italy, where.they invefted the Impe- 
fal fortrefs of Aula, the garrifon of which was 
obliged to furrender’ டட prifoners: Of war. 
106 - republick of Venice declared fhe would take 

“po thate in the difputes of Italy: the States-Gene- 

ral frened a neutrality with the é rench King for the 

Auftrian Nethetlands, without confulting lie படை. 

peror or the King of Great-Britain ; ‘and the Englifh ene 
councils feemed to bealgogether pacifick, aE 

அரு வடா November the Prince of Orange arrived. 

st Greenwich, in order to eipoufe the Princefs 

Royal: but thé marriage was poltponed on account 

of his being taken ae and he repaired to Bath in - 
MM 2 Somers See 
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of his ftrength. Henrietta, the young. Duchefs of 
~ Marlborough, dying about this time, the title de- 
volved to te fifter’s fon, the Earl of - Sunderland. 
Lord King refigning his office of Chancellor, it Was : 
‘conferred | upon Y Mr. Talbot, Solicitor-General, to-- i 
gether with the title ‘of Baron; a promotion that 
reflected honour upon thofe by whom’ it was advifed. 
He poffeffed the fpirit of a Roman fenator, the ele= 
gance of an Atticus, and the integrity ofa Cates 4 
‘At the meeting of the Parliament in January, the , 
King told them, in his fpeech, that though he was. 
no way engaged in the war which had begun to rage 
in Europe, except by the good offices he had em- _ 
ployed among the contending powers, he could not 
fit regardleis of the prefent events, or be uncon- 
cerned for the confequences of a war undertaken 
and fupported by fuch a powerful alliance. He 
faid’, he had thought proper to take time to examine 
the facts alledged on both fides, and to. wait the” 
refult of the ம்‌ of thofe powers that were more — 
immediately mterefted in the confequences of the 
rupture. He declared he would concert with. his 
Allies, more particularly with the States-General of 
the United Provinces, fuch meafures as fhould be © 
thought moft advifeable for their common fafety, _ 
and for reftoring the peace of Europe. In the meal 

. time; “he exprefied his hope that they would make. 
fuch ‘provifion as fhould fecure his kingdom, rights, 
and poffeffions from all dangers and’ infults, and 
maintain the refpect due to. the Britifh nation. Be 

faid, that whatever part it might inthe end be mott 
teafonable for him to-aét, it would in all views be 
neceffary, when all Europe was preparing for arms, 
to put his kingdoms in a peftureof defence. The 
motion for an adarets of thanks produced, as ufual 

a debate in both Houfes, which) it muft be owned, 
_ appears to have proceeded from a {piri it ‘ofcavilling, — 

rather than from any reafonable caufe of objection. 

ஆப 

}
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= Ody ‘The Houfe of Commons refolved: to ao 
~ refs his Majefty for a copy of the treaty of Vienna. 

Sir John Rufhout moved for another, defiring that 
the letters and inftructions relating to the execution ~ 

453 
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 - the treaty of Seville, fhould be fubmitted to the — 
infpection of the Commons; but, after a hard ftrug- 
gle, i wasover-ruled. ‘The next motion was made. 
by Mr. Sandys, a gentleman who had for fome time 
appeared ftrenuous in the oppofition, and wrangled | 
with great perfeverance. He propofed that the 

. Houfe fhould examine the inftructions | which had 
_ ‘been given to the Britifh minifter in Poland, fome 

years before the death of Kine Auguftus, that they 
might be the better able to judge of the caufes which 
produced this new rupture among the powers of 

_- Europe. The motion being oppoted by all the 
Court members, a conteit enfued, in the courfe of - 

~ which Mr. Pulteney compared the miniftry to an 
empyrick, and the conftitution of England ‘to his 

> patient. This. pretender in phyfick (வேம்‌ he) 
being confulted, tells the diftempered perfon, there 
were but two or.three ways of treating his difeafe: 
‘and he was afraid that none of them would fucceed, 
A vomit might throw him into convulfions that 
would occafion immediate death; a purge might 
bring on a diarrhoea that would carry him off ina 
fhort time: and he had been already bled fo much, 
and fo often, that he could bear it no longer. The 

- unfortunate patient, fhocked at this declaration, re- 
"plies, < Sir, you have always pretended. to be a re- 

* gular doctor, but now J find you are an arrant 
ட்‌ quack. - “Thad an excellént conftitution when I 
© Arlt fell into your hands, but you have quite de- _ 
© ftroyed-it; and now I find J have no other chance 
« for faving my life, but by calling for the help of 
< fome: regular phyfician.” In the debate, the 
members on both fides feemed to wander from ட 
queftion, and indulge themfelves with ludicrous - 

perfonalities, Mr. 14, பட்ட took accafion to 
Aes MM 3 fay,
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pooxfay, that the ‘oppofition treated the miniflry as த “| 
Tl. himfelf was treated by fome of his-a 

ee refpect to his drefs. If lamin pl 
(faid he) then they call me a flovenly, di 1 

“184, and if by chance I weara laced fuit; ‘the 
“© ery, What, fhall fuch an awkward fellows we 
« fine clothes ?’” He continued to {port in this kir 
ef idle buffoonery. 116 compared the prefent ad= 
miniftration to a ihip at fea. As long as the wind~ © 

\ was fair, and proper for carrying us to our defigned © a 
port, the word was ‘“ Steddy |! fieady!”” but when .. 
the wind began to fhift and change, the word ௫290 4 
necefiarily direred to. ** Thus; chins and no: nearer.” 
‘Phe motion was overpowered by the majority ; and. 
this was the fate of feveral other — made by 
the members in the oppofition. Sir John Barnard 
prefented - a petition from the செய்தது, «and other 
dealers in tea, complaining, of the infults and op-— 
prefion to which they were fiubje@ted by the excife © 

laws, and imploring relief. Sir John and Mr. Perry, . | 
another of the city members, explained the grievous 
hardfhips which thofe traders fuftained, and moved — 
that the petition might be referred to the confider- 
ation of the whele’ oe ‘They were oppofed by_. 
Mr Winnington, Sir, WwW: Yonge, and other parti- | 
fans of the minitry ; ; and thefe fkirmithes brought. 
‘On a general engagement of the two parties, in 
which every weapon of fatire, argument, reafon, — 
and seuth, was wielded acainft that odious, arbitrary; a 
and ‘oppreflive method of collecting the publick 
revenue. . Neverthelefs, the motion in ey of che 
jufferers was rejected. 

§ XHi. When the Commons caieimatte upon 
the fupply, Mr, Andrews, Deputy= Paymafter of the». 

-army, moved for an: addition of €igbteen hundred 
men to the number of land=forcés which had been 
eentinued fince: the piece nea The members. 
gn the. oppofition difputed this {mall augmentation 
with too much heat and eee Te mutt be ac- 

knowledged, 
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’ knowledged, they were by this time irritated into CH A P. 
fuch perional animofity againft the minifter, that ¥> 

. they refolved to oppole all his meafures, whether " 
they. might or might not be neceffary for the fafety 
and advantage of the kingdom. Nor indeed were | 
they altogether blameable for aéting on this maxim, 

__ if their fole aim was to remove from the confidence 
_ and councils of their Sovereign, aman whofe con- 
duct they thought prejudicial to the intereft and 

- Jiberties of their country. They could not, how- 
_| ever, prevent the augmentation propofed: but they | 

_ ,refolved, if they, could not wholly ftop the career of 
the miniftry, to throw in fuch a number. of rubs 
as fhould at leaft retard their progrefs. The Duke 
‘of Bolton and Lord Cobham had been deprived of 

_ > the regiments they commanded, becaufe they refuled 
-t0,concur in every project of the adminiftration. It 
“was in. confequence of their difmiffion, that Lord 
Morpeth moved for a bill to prevent any commiffion- 
officer, not above the rank of a Colonel, from be- 

ing removed, unlefs by a court-martial, or by ad- 
~~ drefs of either Houle of Parliament. Such an attack 

on the prerogative might have fucceeded in the lat- 

ter part of the reign of the firft Charles; but at this 

juncture could not fail to mufcarry: yet it was fuf- 
“tained with great vigour and addrefs. When the 
propofal was fet afide by the majority, Mr. Sandys 
‘moved for an addrefs to the King, defiring to 
know who advited his Majefty to remove the Duke ~ 

of Boltoncand Lord Cebham from their refpective © 

regiments.’ Ee was feconded by Mr. Pulteney and. . 

Sir William Wyndham: but the miniftry forciecing 

another tedious difpute, called for the queftion, and 

the motion was carried in the negative. The next 

fource of contention was a bill for fecuring the free- 

dom of Parliament, by limiting the number of | 

officers in. the Houfe of Commons. _ It was read a - 

firft and fecond time: but, when 2 motion was 

made for its being committed, it met with a power- 

ப சீறா 4 மம்‌ 
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into cuftody: but ina few days he was difcharged 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND, _ 
ful oppofition, and produced a warm debate that 
iffued in a queftion, which, like the former, pafed _ 
in the negative. A clergyman having infinuated in 
converfation that Sir William Milner, Baronet, 
member for York, received a penfion from the _ 
miniftry, the Houfe took cognizance of this report; — 
the clergyman acknowledged at the bar that he ~ 
might have dropped fuch a hint from hearfay. The 
accufed member proteited, upon his honour that 
he never did, nor ever would receive, place, pen-— 

fion, gratuity, or reward from the Court, either ட: 
directly or indirectly, for voting in Parliament, or 
upon any other account whatever. The accufation — 
was voted falfe and {candalous, and the accufer taken 

upon his humble petition, and his begging pardon 
of the member whom he had calumniated. The 

_ duty upon falt was prolonged for eight years; and 
a bill pafied againft ftock-jobbing, 
.§ XIV. But the fubje&t which'of all others em-. 

ployed the eloquence and abilities on both fides to 
the moft vigorous exertion, was a motion made_by 
Mr. Bromley, who propofed that a bill fhould be 
brought in for repealing the feptennial act, and for 
the more frequent meeting and calling of Parlia- 
ments, The arguments for and againit feptennial 
Parliaments have already been ftated. The mini _ 
try now infifted upon the* increafe of Papitts, and 
acobites, which rendered it dangerous to weaken » 

the hands of the government: they challenged the 
oppofition to produce one inftance in which the 
i€aft, encroachment had been made on the liberties 
of the people fince the feptennial aé& took place: and 
they defied the moft ingenious malice to prove that 
his prefent Majefty had ever endeavoured toextend . 
any branch of the prerogative beyond its legal 
bounds. Sir John Hinde Cotton affirmed, that in*-, 
many parts of England the Papifts had already ப. 
gun to ufe all their influence in favour of thofe can- 

didates
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- -@idates who were recommended by the minifters asc HA P. 
_ members i int ‘the enfuing Parliament. With reipeck. 4 
to his Majefty’s conduét, he faid he would not an. —>——~ 
{wer one word: but as to the grievances introduced *7** 

_ fince the law was enacted for feptennial Parliaments, 
‘he thought himfelf’ more at liberty to declare’ his 
fentiments. He afferted, that the feptennial law 
‘atfelf was an encroachment on the rights of the peo- 
“ple: a law paffed by a Parliament that made itfelf - 

_ feptennial. He obferved, that the laws of treafon 
with regard to trials were ‘altered fince that period ; 

_*that in former times a man was tried by a jury of | 
his neighbours, within the county where the crimes. 
alleded againft him were faid to be committed; 
91006 by an act of a feptennial Parliament he might be 
‘removed and tried in any place where the crown, or 
-rather the miniftry, could find a jury proper fér their 
-purpofe ; where the prifoner could not bring any 
witnefs in his juftification, without an expence which 
perhaps his circumftances would not bear. He 

_ atked, if the riot aét was not an encroachment on the 
“rights of the people : >? An act by which a little dirty 
juftice of the peace, the meaneft and vileft tool a 
‘minifter can ufe, who perhaps’ fubfifts by his being 
in the commiffion, and may be deprived of that 
fubfiftence at the pleafure of his patron, had it in his 
power to put twenty or thirty of the beft fubjects in 
England to immediate death, without any trial or — 
form but that of readinga proclamation. ‘“ Was. . 
“snot the fatal South-fea fcheme (faid he) efta- 
«* blifhed by the aét of a feptennial Parliament?. 
«« And can any man afk, whether that law was at- 
** tended with any inconvenience: to the glorious _ 

_ ** catalogue Imight have added the late excife bill, ~ 
“f¢ if i¢ had paffed into a law; but, thank heaven, 
“ the feptennial Parliament was near expiring before 
** that famous meéafure was introduced.” 
iON ௮1 William Wyndham concluded an ex- 

0 fpeech, that fppke him the unrivaled ee 
‘ _ the
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6 of fenke, figure, or fortune in the nation; as (as 
« has no virtue of his own, ridiculing it in others, — ve 
** and endeavouring to deftroy or corrupt it in all. 
*¢ With fuch a Minifter, and fuch a Parliament, let-- 

us, fuppofe a cafe which I hope ‘will never hap- 
« pent a Prince upon the throne, uninformed, 12- 

* nogant, and unacquainted with the ificlinarions 
«and true intereft of his people, weal, த. 
AG tran{ported with unbounded ambition, and pot 
“ fefied-with infatiable avarice. Ihope fuch a cafe 
< will never occur; -but, as it poftibly may, could 
ச any greater curfe happen to a nation, than fuch a 
« Prince on the throne, advifed, and folely advifed; 

» & by fuch a minifter, and that minifter fupported 
“bby fuclt a-Parliament. “Phe nature ‘of mankind 
© eannot be altered by human laws: -the exiftence 
«« of fuchsa Prince or fuch a minifter: we: cannot 

~« prevent by act of Parliament; But the exiftence 
“eC of fuch a Parliament I'think we may prevent; as 
“it is much more likely to exift, and may do more 
 mifchier while the feptennial law remains in 
“ foree, than if it were repealed: therefore, 1 am 
‘« heartily for its being repealed.’’. Notwitiftanding | 
the moft warm, the moft nervous, the moit pathe- a 
tick remonftrances in favour of the motion, the 
queftion was put, and it was fupprefied py mere dint 
of number. © 

oe § ட 0. of the ப்பது was ftill An. 1734+ 
more complete in the fuccefs of a mefface delivered 
from the Crown in the latter end of the feffion, when 

-a-@reat many members of the other party had retired 
to. their refpective habitations in the country... Sir 
Robert Walpole delivered this commiffion to the . 
Houfe, importing, that his Majeity might be ena- 
bled to auement his forces, if occafion “thould re- 
quire fuch an’ augmentation, between the diffolu- 
tion of this Parliament and the eleétion of another. 
be an important-point, that was faid to ftrike at 
the foundation of our liberties, was not tamely 

. : ; a 
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common ardour. The motion for taking the mef. 
fage into confideration was carried in the afirmati 
and an addrefs prefented to the King » fignifying their ES 
compliance with his defire. In conlequence. of ae 
fubfequent meflage, they prepared and paffed a bill, 
enabling his .Majefty to fettle an annuity of five: ; 

os
 

  

   

  

thoufand pounds for life on the Princefs Royal, as a = 

mark of his paternal favour and affection. 
§ XVI. ‘The oppofition 1 in the Houfe: S Peers 

kept pace with that in the Houfe of Commons, and — 
was fupported with equal abilities, under the aufpices: 
of the Lords Bathurft and Carteret, the Earls of - 
Chefterfieldand Abingdon. ‘Fhe Duke of Marlboz 
rough made a motion ‘for a bill to regulate the: army, 

Lower Houfe: and it met with the fame fate after 3 
warm difpute. ‘Then Lord Carteret moved for an. 
addrefs to the “King, that he would be gracioully 
pleafed to acquaint the Houfe who advifed his Ma-. 
jefty to remove the Duke of Bolton and Lord Vif 

~ count Cobham from their refpeCtive regiments ; and ' 
what crimes were laid to their charge. “This propo- | 
fal was likewife rejected, at the end of a debate in 

_ which the Duke of Argyle obferved, that two Lords 
had been removed, but only one foldier loft his 
commiffion. Such’ a great majority of the Scottifh 

“equivalent to that which’ had been rejected in the 

reprefentatives had always yoted for the miniftry 
finee the acceffion of the late King, and fo many of © 
thefe enjoyed places and preferments in the gift of 
the Crown, thar &veral attempts were made ‘by the 
Lords in the oppofition, to prevent for the future the 
minifterjal influence from extending itfelf to the | 
elections of North-Britain. Accordingly, two mo- 
tions for this purpofe were made by the Earl- of 
Marchmont and the Duke of Bedford ; and fuftained 
by the Earls of Chefterfield, தடட ஹும்‌ 5ரவர - 
Lords Willoughby de. Broke Bathurft, and Car- . 

teret. ney were ropes by the ao of New- 
. caftle
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- caftle and Argyle, the Earl of Cholmondely, Earlcyap, 
~~ Paulet, Lord Hervey, now called up by writto the — V- 

- Houle of Peers, and Lord Talbot. ‘The queftion ~~ 
- being put on both; they were of courfe defeated ; 
and the Earl of Stair was deprived of his resiment. 
of dragoons, after having performed the moft fignal 
lervices to the Royal Family, and exhaufted his 
fortune in fupporting the intereft and-dignity of the. 
Crown. Strenuous protefts were entered againit the — 

_ecifion of the majority concerning the King’s mef{- 
sage, demanding a power to augment his forces 

_ during the recefs of Parliament; as alfo. againft a 
bill for enabling his Majefty to apply the fum of. one 
million. two hundred thoufand pounds out of the 

- finking-fund, for the fervice of the current year. 
The bufinefs of the feffion being difpatched, the 
King fepaired to the Houle of Lords on the fix- 
teenth day of April, and having pafled ail the bills 
that were ready for the Royal-affent, took leave of 
this Parliament, with the warmeft acknowledgement 
of their zeal, duty, and affection. It was at frit: 
-prorogued, then diffolved, and. another convoked by 
the fame proclamation. Onthe fourteenth day of 
March, the nuptials of the Prince of Orange and the 
Princefs Royal were folemnized with great magni- 
ficence; and this match was attended with addreffes 

of congratulation to his Majefty from different parts 
of the kingdom. Se ae 
_ §& XVII The powers at war upon the continent - 

acted. with furprifing vigour. ‘Vhe Ruffian and 

Saxon army inveited the city of Dantzick, in hopes 

of fecuring the perfon of King. Staniflaus. The 
town was flrong, the garrifon numerous, and ani- 

-mnated by the examples of the French and Poles, 

made a very obftinate detence.- For fome time they 

were {upplied by fea with recruits, arms, and am- 

‘munition, On the eleventh day of Maya reinforce- 
ment of fifteen hundred men was landed from two 
French fhips of war and fome tran{ports,- Ve . 

BS Oe bore 
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fame place, and attacked the Ruffian. entrenchme 
in orderto force'their way into the.city. 17 
repulfed in th 

~earried onwith great fury. Wort Wechfelmunde x 
furrendered: the French troops capitulated, andwere 

 difguife of a -peafant to Marienwarder in the வாடை 
territories... The city of Dantzick fubmitted to 

~~ Lords’ at Dantzick fioned an act ல்‌ fubmiffion to 

“was proclaimed; and the King fet out on. 7 retum 

for the troops of the Empire. On the twelfth day. 
of June, the Duke of Berwick, in’ vifiting the 

  

     

        

   

   

  

டடம ட ட டட ts 
" fore re-embarked, “and failed | back ¢ 
- Bot afterwards a larger number were landed in 

     attempt, but retired: ir ) 
Atlength the Ruffian feet’ arrived, under the com- 
mand of Admiral Gordon; and now the fiege Ww 

embarked in the Ruffian fhips, -te be conveyed: to. ட்‌] 
‘fome port in thé Baltic. “Staniflaus ef {caped.in the = 

   

  

dominion of Avguftus HL. King of Poland, and Wes 
obliged to. defray the expence of the war to the. 
Rufian General Count de Munich, who had affumed 
the command after the fiege was Bean. The Polifh 

King Auguttus, wha, on the tenth day of July, ar- 
ca at Alp conyent of Oliva. There a council was 

held.in-his prefence,. “The recufant nobleman took 
the oath which he propofed, Then a general anonefly 

to Drefden. 
§ XIX. On the Rhine the French arms bore 

தர all refiftanee.. The Count De Belleifle befieged | 
-and took Praerbach. The Duke of Berwick, at the 4 

head of fixty thoufand men, invefted Philipfbuzghs 
while Prince Eugene was. obliged to remain on the 
defenfive, in the “ftrone, camp at. Heilbron, waiting, 

  
‘trenches, was killed by a cannon- ball, and the com- 
-mand devolved upon, the Marquis @ Asfeldt, who 
carried on the operations of the fiege with equal 
‘vigour and capacity. — Prince Eugene being jomed 
by the diferent reinforcements he expected, marched 

towar 
7 ies 

2 3 7 3 | | 

‘ * ॥ 
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னி ee inca 5 டா them fo ftrone 
would not hazard an attack; and fiach pre- 

tons taken, that with all his- மரவ talents he 
    
      

made a noble defence, and obtained the’ mot i 

ould: not relieve the befieged. இ length General ~ 
Vatsenau, the Governor, capitulated aiter having | 
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nourable conditions. “Prince Rugene retired “ta. 
Heidelberg; and the” campaign ended about: the 
beginning oof ‘Ottober; The Iniperial arms were 

~ not more fuccefsful in Tealy. The fafant Don Carlos 
~dhad received fo many. invitations from the Neapo- 

Jitan nobility, that he refolved to take potiefion oo 
that kingdom, ‘He began his’ march in! Fi ebruary, 
es head of the Spanifh forces: publifhed a mani- 
felto, declaring 
the kinedom 

      

aples from thé oppreffion under 
e was {ent by his father to relieve - 

which it eroaned ; and entered the capital amidft — 
the acclamations of the people ; while the Count de 
Vilconti, the German Viceroy,. finding himfelf un- 
able to cope with the invaders, thousht proper to. 
அட்ட after having thrown fuccours | into Gaeta and 
Capua. When he arrived at Nocera, he besan to 
affembie the’ militia, with i qntent to form a camp at 
Barletta. The Count de Montemar marched with 
abedy of forces agdinft this General, and obtained 
over him a 2 complete victory at Bitonte in Apuglia, 
On the த்த fifth of May, when the imperialifts 

" were entitely routed, and a great number of princi-- 
pal officerstaken prifoners. Don’ Carlos being pro- 
claimed, and acknowledged King of Naples, created. 
the Count de Montemar Duke ae Bironto ; reduced 
Gacta, | and all other parts of the kingdom which 
Were garriloned with Imperial troops ; and refolved. 
to fabdue the ifland of Sicily. About twenty thou- 
fand treeps, being deftined for this expedition. were 

' Janded 1 un the road of: Solanto in Aucuft, under the 
command of the new Duke of Bitonto, who being 

_ favoured, by the natives, proceeded 1 in his’ conquefts 
with. great rapidity Che pe acknowledged ~ 

Don
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old French General being takenill, quittedthe army; 
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troops were driven before them, and the 5 
poffeffed the whole kingdom, except Meffina, Syras_ 

cufe, and Trepani, when the Infant determined to — 
wifit the Cand விவா... 2 ட்‌ அத தவல்‌ 
~ § XX. While Don Carlos was thus employed i 
the conqueft of Naples dnd Sicily, the Imperialift 
were hard preffed in Lombardy by the united fore 

of France afid Piedmont; commanded by the Kin 
of Sardinia and the old Marefchal Duke de Villars. 

In the month of January they undertook the fiege of 
-Tortona, which they reduced; while the troops of _ 
the Emperor began to pour ih great numbers into _ 
the Mantuan. In the beginning of May, Count — 
‘Merci, who commanded them, paffed the Poin the 

face of the Allies; notwithftanding all the fkill of — 
Villars, obliged him to retreat from the banks ores 

that river, and took the caftle of Colorno. The ~ 

and retired to Turin, where ina little time he died; 
and the King of Sardinia retiring to the fame place, 
the command of the allied forces devolved upon the 
Marefchal de Coigny. The Confederates were pofted 
atSanguina, andthe Imperialifts atSorbola, whem — 
the Count de Merci made a motion to San Profpero, . 
as if he intended either to attack the enemy, or take — 
poffeffion of Parma. ‘The Marefchal de Coigny © 

    
_ forthwith made a difpofition for an engagements — 

and, on the twenty-ninth day of Jane, the Imperial 
_ General having paffed the Parma, began the attack 
with great impetuofity. He charged in perfon at 
the head of his troops, and was killed foon after the” 
battle began. Neverthelefs, the Prince of Wirtem-— 
berg affuming the command, both armies fought 
“with great obftinacy, from eleven in the forenoos 
till four in the afternoon, when the Imperialifts re- — 
tired towards Monte Cirugalo, leaving five thoufand — 
men dead on the field of battle, and among thefe. 

_ many
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‘Many « officers of ரட்‌. ~The lofs of the Allies cw P. 
-%vas very confiderable, and they reaped no folid 
fruits from their victory. 

§ XXI. The Imperial forcesretreated to Res ecio, 
and from thencc moved to the plains of Carpi, on 
the right of the Secchia, where they received fome 
reinforcements : then General Count Konigfege ar-~ 
riving in the Camp, took upon himfelf the command 
of the army. His frit ftep was to take poff at 
Quingentolo, by which motion he fecured Miran- 
dola, that was threatened with a 0 ege. Onthe fif- 
teenth of February he forded the river Secchia, and 
furprized the quarters of Marefchal de Broglio, who 
efcaped in his fhir twith great difficulty. The French 
retired with fuch precipitation, that they left all their 
baggase behind, andaboye two thoufand were taken 
prifoners. ‘They pofted themfelves under Guattalla, 
where, on the nineteenth day of the month, they 
were vigoroufly attacked by the Imperialifts, anda 
general engagement enfued. Konigfege made fe- 
veral defperate efforts to break the Wrench cavalry, 
upon which, however, he could make no impreffion. 
‘The infantry on both fides fought with uncommon 
ardour for fix hours, and the field was covered with 
earnage. At length, the Imperial General retreated 
to Lazara, after having loft above five thoufand © 
men, including the Prince of Wirtemberg, the Ge-. 
nerals Valpareze and Colminero, with many other 
officers of diftinétion : nor was the damage fuftained. 

- by the French greatly inferior to that of the Ger- 
mans, who repaiied the Po, and took poft on the 
banks of the Oglio. The Allies crofied the fame | 
river, and the Marquis de Maillibois was fent with 
a detachment to attack Mirandola ;.’but the Impe- 
rialifts marching to the relief of the place, com- 
pelled him to abandon the enterprize : then ‘he re~ 
joined his army, which retired under the walls of 
Cremona, to wait for fuccours from Don Carlos. 
So little refpeét. did the French Court pay to the 

பர்‌, Nw ன்‌ ்‌ Britith 
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teen to fifty, to quit the kingdom in fifteen days, 9 
- inlift in fome of the Irifh regiments, on pain of be 
ing treated as vagabonds, tnd fent’ to the 
oe his edit was executed with the utmoft rig 

_ fuch vigorous remonftrances to the French. miniftry 

- publifh another edict, by which the meaning of the | 

the continent, the King of Great-Britain augmented | 

through the whole. united kingdom in electing | i 

og reprejentatives for the new Paranient. But in all | 
 திய16 ftruggles the minifterial power predominated; 

_plexion. The two Houtles affembled on the four- 

. The King in his fpeech at the opening of the 
 feffion, gave them to underftand, that he had con- | 

- able for their common fafety, and. “for xeftoring the 

from all communication with their friends, and 

   
          

     
     

Britifh nation, at this sane hat in the 
November an ‘edict was 11/4. | at 

~ manding all the Britith fubje€ 
not actually in employment, from the age. 612 

   

The prifons of Paris were crowded with the fi 
of Great-Britain, who were furprifed and 

have perifhed by cold and hunger, had not they | 
been relieved by the ative charity of the Janfenifts, ்‌ 
The Earl of Waldegrave, who then refided at Paris, } 
as Ambaflador om the King of Great-Britain wate | 

upon this unheard- of outrage againit a nation with d 
which they had been fo long i in alliance, that they | 
thought proper to fet the prifoners at liberty, and | 

; ர 

former was explained away. ட 
§ XXII. While thefe tranfactions occurred on 

his land-forces ; and warm contefts were maintained. 

and the new members appeared with the old com- 

teenth day of January, and Mr. Onflow was 16. 
elected Speaker. ‘The leaders of both parties in all i 
debates, were the felf-fame perfons who had con- | 
ducted thofe of the former Parliament ; and the | 
fame meafures were purfued in the fame manner } 

certed with the States-General of the United Pro- | 
vinces fuch meafures as were thought moft adyile- 

~ peace |



ope: that they had confidered on one'c HA P, 
          

  

~ fide e prefing applications made by the Imperial *- 
Court both in Eneland and Holland, for obtaining eo es 

-_ fuccours againft the powers at war with the Houfe 
of Alftria ; and, on the other fide, the repeated pro-_ 
#€ffions made by the Allies of their fincere difpofi- 
tion fo put an end to the prefent troubles upon. ho- 

- nourable and folid terms: that,he and the States- 
_ General had concurred in a refolution to employ 
their joint and earneft inftances to bring matters to ~ 
4a fpeedy and happy accommodation, that their 

~ . good offices were at length accepted ; and ina fhort 
time a plan would be offered to the confideration of 

_all parties engaged in the war, as a bafis for a ge- — 
“neral negociation of peace. He told them he had 
ufed the power velted in him by the laft Parliament 

. with great moderation; and concluded a treaty with 
the Crown of Denmark of great importance in the 
prefent conjuncture. He obferved, that whilft ma- 

“ny of the principal powers of Europe were actually 
engaged in a war, Great-Britain muft be more or 

~ lefs affeéted with the confequences; and as the beft 
concerted meafures are liable to uncertainty, the 

nation ought to be prepared againft all events. He, 

therefore, expreffed his hope, that his good fubjects 
would ‘not repine at the neceffary means of pro- 

curing the bleffings of peace and univerlal tranquil- 
lity, or of putting him in a condition to act that 

part which it might be neceffary and incumbent 
_ upon himto take. The addrefs ofthanks produced 

adifpute as ufual, which ended with an acquiefcence 

~~ 4n the motion. The Houfe, in a grand committee 

on the fupply, refolved,. That thirty thoufand fea- 

“men fhould be employed for the fervice of the en- 

- fuing year; and that the land-forces fhould be aug- 

mented to the number of twenty-five thoufand feven 

hundred and forty-four effective men. But thefe 
refolutions were not taken without difpute and divi- 

fion, The minifter’s opponents not only re-produced 
NS all 

ந
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JL againft a ftanding army, but they oppofed this 
mentation with extraordinary ardour, as a huge: 

41754° 

sefuted thofe fears of external broils on which th 
aniniltry pretended to ground the neceffity of fuch — 

an augmentation; and they expofed the weak* con- — 
dué of the adminiffration, in having. contributed | 
‘deftroy the balance of power, by affifting Spain again 

- the Emperor in Italy, fo as to aggrandize the Houfe | 

! 
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all the reafons which had been formerly advanced 

  

towards the eftablifhment of arbitrary. power. The 

‘of Bourbon, 
§ XXII Sir William Wyndham moved, that | 

“the eftimate of the navy for the enfuing year, might 

had been yearly raifed, and the long continuance of 

be referred toa felect committee. He expreffed his’ 
furprize, that notwithftanding the vaft fums which 

the peace, the people had not been quite delivered 
ofany one tax incurred in the preceding war. He 
faid, he could not comprehend how it was poffible 
to find pretences for expofing the nation to fuch ex- 
orbitant charges; and he took notice of fome un- | 
confcionable articles in the accounts of the navy- 
debt that lay upon the'table. . He was feconded by 

Mr. Sandys, and fupported by Sir Jofeph Jekyll and 
Mr. Pulteney : but after fome debate, the motion 
‘was Carried in the necative. When the new treaty 
with Denmark fell under confideration ina grand 
committee, Mr. H. Walpole moved, that the fum of — 
fifty fix thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds — 
fhould be granted to his Majefty, as a fubfidy to. 
the Dane, purfuant to the-faid treaty, for the fervice 
of the enfuing year. The demand did not, meet” 
with immediate compliance. \ All the leaders in the 

oppofition exclaimed againit the fubfidy as unnecef-. 
fary and unreafonable, T hey obferved, that as the 

Englifh had no particular intereft of their own for 
inducing them: to engage in the prefent war,, but. 
only: the danger to which the balance of power might 
be expofed by that event; and asall the powers © 

Europe 
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Europe were as much, if not more, interefted thane y a p, 

the Eneglifh in the -prefervation of that balance, 1. 

- Should it ever be really endangered, they would Gers ye 

tainly engage in its defence, without receiving any. ey 

valuable confideration from Great-Britain: but 

fhould the Englifh be always the firft to take the 

alarm, upon any rupture, and offer bribes and pen- 

[16/75 to all the Princes in Europe, the whole charge 

of preferving that balance would fall upon Great- 

Britain: every State would expect a gratification 

from her, for doing that which it would otherwife . 

‘be obliged to do for its own prefervation: even the 

- Dutch might at laft refufe to afift in trimming this: 

balance, unlefs Britain fhould fubmit to make the 

Grand Penfionary of Holland a penfionary of Eng- - 

land, and take a number of their forces into Englifh 

‘pay. The debate having had its free courfe, the 

queftion was put, and the motion approved by the 

majority. The miniftry allowed a bill to be brought : 

in for limiting the number of officers in the Houle - 

of Commons: but at the fecond reading it was re- 

jected upon a divifion, after a learned debate, in 

which it appeared that the oppofition had gained a 

yaluable auxiliary: in the perfon of Lord Polwarth, 

fon to the Earl of Marchmont a noblemen of ele- 

gant parts, keen penetration, and uncommon viva- 

city, who fpoke with all the fluency and fervour of 

elocution. டல்‌. eee 

§ XXIV. The minority in the Houfe of Lords 

were not lefs vigilant and refolute in deteCting and 

gppofing every meafure which they thought would 

redound to the prejudice of their country. But the 

moft remarkable object that employed their atten- 

tion during this feffion was a very extraordinary peti- — 

tion, fubfcribed by the Dukes of Hamilton, Queenf- 

berry, and Montrofe, the Earls of Dundonald 

Marchmont, and Stair, reprefenting that undue 

influence had been ufed.for carrying on the election 

af the fixteen Peers for Scotland. . The Duke of. 

oe : ்‌ 83.3 ்‌ Bedford,
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B00 KBedford, who delivered their petition to the Houfe; 

15, propofed a day for taking it into confideration; and — 
3734, to this they agreed. It was afterwards moved, that 

might be ordered to lay before the Hou in writing, 

the confideration of it fhould be adjourned to’a fhort 
day, before which the petitioners fhould be ordered 
to declare whether they intended to controvert the 

laft election of all the fixteen Peers, or the eleGtion 
of any, and which of them. This affair was of fach — 
an unprecedented nature, that the Houfe feemed to 
be divided in opinion about the manner in which — 

_ they oughtto proceed. The partifans of the mini | 
_ try would have willingly fiifled the enquiry in the — 

beginning; but the petitioners were fo ftrenuoufly 
fupported in their claim to fome notice, by the Earls 
of Chefterfield, Abingdon, and Strafford, the Lords. 
Bathurft and Carteret, that they could not difmifs 
it at once with any regard todecorum. The order 
ofthe Houte, according to the motion explained 
above, being communicated by the Lord Chancel- — 
lor to the petitioners, they waited on him with ade- | 
claration, importing that they did not intend to | 
controvert the election orteturn of the fixteen Peers | 
for Scotland; but they thought it their duty to lay ~ 
before their Lordfhips the evidence of fuch facts — 
and undue methods as appeared to them to be dan- | 
gérous to the conftitution; and might in future — 
elections equally affe& the rieht of the prefent fix- 
teen Peers, as that of the other Peers of Scotland, 
ifnot prevented by a proper remedy. This decla- 
ration being repeated to the Houfe, the Duke of — 
Devonfhire made a motion, that the petitioners 

  
inftances of thofe undue methods and illegal prac- | 
tices upon which they intended to proceed, and the 
names of the perfons they fufpeGted to be guilty. | 
He was warmly oppofed by the country party; and 
a long debate enfued, after which the queftion was 
carried in favour of the motion, and the order fig- — 

  

nified to the petitioners. Next day their anfwer 
7 wes
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was read to the Houfe to this effect: That as they.cu a p, 
had no intention to ftate themfelves accufers, they VY: | 

could not take upon them to name particular perfons —[~ 
who might have been concerned in thofe illegal oe 

_ practices; but who they were would undoubtedly 
appear to their Lordthips upon their taking the pro- 

- per examinations: neverthelefs, they. did humbly 
acquaint their Lordfhips, that the petition was laid 

~ before them upon information, that the lift of the 
fixteen Peers for Scotland had been framed previous 4 

to the election, by perfons in high truft under the 
€rown: that this lift was fhewn to Peers, as a lift 
‘approved by the Crown; and was called the King’s 
lift, from which there was to be no variation, unlefs 
to make way for one or two particular Peers, on 
condition they fhould conform to meafures: that 
Peers were folicited to vote for this lift, without 
the liberty of making any alteration: that endea- 
yours were ufed to engage Peers to vote for this lift 
by promife of penfions, and offices civil and military 

to themfelves and relations, as well as by offers of 
money: that fums were given for this purpofe: that 

penfions, offices, and releafes of debts owing to the 

Crown were actually granted to Peers who concurred 

in voting for this lift, and to their relations: that 

on the day of eleétion a battalion of his Majefty’s 

_ troops were drawn up in the Abbey-Court of Edin- 

burgh, contrary to cuftom, and without any appa- 

rent caufe but that of over-awing the electors. This 

_ anfwer gave rife to another violent difpute ;. but the - 

majority voted it unfatisfactory, and the petition was 

rejected, though the refolution was clogged with a 

vigorous proteft, =~ gs Me 
§ XXV. Notwithftanding this difcouragement, An. 17355 

the Earl of Abingdon moved, That although the 

petition was difmiffed, an enquiry might be fet on 

foot touching an affair of fuch confequence to the 

liberties ofthe kingdom. The Earl of lay declaring 

his belief, that no fuch illegal methods hed been 

NN 4 practifed,
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‘Scotland. Exceptions being | 
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The Protefts of a great Number of noble Lords. 
cers fo 

ken to a pamphlet 
as an object unworthy of their notice, Lord B; 
thurft exhibited an authentick copy of thofe protefts, — 
extracted from the journal of that ele@tion, figned — 
by the two principal clerks, and witneffed by two 
gentlemen then attendino in.the lobby... Thefe 
were accordingly read, and plainly demonftrated the 
truth of the allegations contained in the petition. — 
Nothing could be more f{candalous, arrogant, and 
fhamefully flagrant than the condué and deport- | 
ment of thofe who aéted the part of underftrappers 
to.the miniftry on this occafion. But all this ம. 
monftration, adorned and enforced by the charms 
and energy of eloquence, was like preaching ina _ 
defert. A motion was made for adjourning, and a 
carried in the affirmative: a proteft was entered, _ 
and the whole affair configned to oblivion, Divers | 
other motions were made fucceffively by the Lords 
in the oppofition, and rejected by the invincible | 
power of a majority. The uninterrupted fuccefs of | 
the miniftry did not, however, prevent them from | 
renewing the ftruggle as often as an opportunity — 
offered. They difputed the continuation of the falt- 

  

   

  

i 

௫ 

   
  

tax, and the bill fer enabling the King to apply the 
fum of one million out of the finking-fund for the 
fervice of the current year, though fuccefs, did not 
attend their endeavours. They fupported with all 
their might a bill fent up from the Commons, ex- 
plaining and amending an aét of the Scottith Par- 

- hament, for preventing wronguous imprifonment, _ 
and againft undue delays in trials. This was all 
the natives of Scotland had in lieu of the Habeas 
Corpus act; though jt did not fcreen them from 
opprefiion, Yet the Earl of Hay. undertook to 
prove they were on a footing with, their ‘neighbours 
of England in this refpect; and the bill was எண்ட்‌ அர்‌ ர |
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வாடைக பேம்ர்ர. - The feffion was clofed on கர த௨, 
fifteenth of May, when the King in his fpeech to V- 
both Houfes, declared, that the plan of pacification eee 
concerted between him and the States-General had 7? 

_ not produced the defired effect. He thanked the 
Commons for the fupplies they had granted with fuch 
cheerfulnefs and difpatch. He fionified his inten- 
tion to vifit his German dominions; and told them 
he fhould conftitute the Queen Regent of the realm 
in his abfence. Immediately after the prorogation 
his: Majefty embarked for Holland, in his way to 
Hanover. it 

.- § XXVI._ By: this time the good underftanding 
between the Courts of Madrid and Lifbon was de_ 
ftroyed by a remarkable incident. The Portuguefe 
Ambaffador at Madrid having allowed his fervants to 
refcue a criminal from the officers of juftice, all the 

_ fervants concerned in that refcue were dragged from 
his houfe to prifon, by the Spanifh King’s order, 
with circumftances of rigour and difgracé. His 
Portuguefe Majefty being informed of this outrage, 
ordered reprifals. to be made upon the fervants of 
the Spanifh Ambaffador in Lifbon. The two mi- 
nifters withdrew abruptly to their refpe@tive Courts. 
The two Monarchs: exprefied their mutual refent- 
ment. The King of Spain affembled a body of 
troops on the frontiers of Portueal; and his Portu- 
guele Majefty hadrecourfe to the affitance of King 
George.” Don Marcos Antonio d’Alzeveda was 
difpatched to London,. with the character of Envoy 
Extraordinary ; and fucceeded in his commiffion 
according, to his wifh, In a little time after the 
King’s departure from England, Sir John Norris 
failed from Spithead with a powerful {quadron, in 
order to protect the Portuguefe againft the Spa- 
niards; and on the ninth day of June arrived at 
Lifbon, where he was welcomed as a deliverer. 
Mr. Keene, the Britifh Envoy at the Court of Spain, 
had communicated to his Catholick Majefty the 
“4 ட்‌ 1610101103
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BO © Krefolution of his mafter to fend a powerful fouadron: 
J _to Lilbon, with orders to guard that coalt from in- 
3735 fults, and fecure the Brazil fleet, inwhichthe mer. 

chants of Great-Britain were deeply interefted.. Don _ 
Jofeph Patinho, minifter of his Catholick Majefty, — 
celivered a memorial to Mr, Keene, reprefenting, — 
that fuch an expedition would affeé& the commerce. 
of Spain, by intimidating foreign merchants from — 
embarking their merchandize in the flota. But, in: 
all probability, it prevented a rupture between the 
two crowns, and-difpofed the King of Spain to liften” 
to terms of accommodation. : எக பக அதது 

§ XXVI. The powers in alliance again the 
Houle of Auftria, having rejected the plan of paci+: 
fication concerted by the King of Great-Britain and — 
the States-General, Mr. Walpole, Ambaffador at , 
the Hague, prefented a memorial to their High 
Mightineffes, defiring they would, without lofs of. 
time, put themfelves in a pofture of-defence by an 
augmentation of their forces at fea and land: that 

_ they might take fuch vigorous fteps in concert with 
Great-Britain, as the future conjuncture of affairs 
might require. But before they would fubject 
themfelves to fuch expence, they refolved to make 
further trial of their influence with the powers in 
alliance againft the Emperor ; and conferences were 
renewed with the minifters of thofe Allies. The 
affairs of Poland became more and more unfayour- 
able to the intereft of Staniflaus; for though a great ' 
number of the Polith nobility. engaged in aconfe- 
deracy to fupport’ his claim, and made repeated 
efforts in his behalf, the Palatine of Kiow fubmitted 
to Auguftus; and.even his brother the primate, after 
having fuftained.a long imprifonment, and many €x- 
traordinary hardthips, was obliged to acknowledge 
that Prince his Sovereign, In Italy the arms of the 
Alles fall continued to profper. Don Carlos landed — 
in Sicily, and reduced the whole ifland, almoft 
without oppofition ; while the Imperialitts were forced 

; i 0. 

a
 

a e
c
 

t
l
l
e
 

sa:



்‌ ரூ 

GEORGE I. சட்‌ 
_to abandon all the territories they poffefied in Italy, cara p, 
except the Mantuan. The Emperorbeing equally 8. 
unable to cope with the French armies on the Rhine, 
implored fuccours of the Czarina, who fent thirty ee 
thoufand men ‘to his affiftance. This vigorous in~ 
terpofition, and the fuccefs of Augutftus in Poland, 
difpofed the Court of Verfailles to a pacification. A 
fecret negociation was begun between France and 
the Houfe of Auftria; and the preliminaries were 
figned without the concurrence or knowledge of 
Spain, Sardinia, and the maritime powers. In thefe 

“articles it was ftipulated, that France fhould reftore 
all the conquefts fhe had made in Germany: That 
the reverfion of the dukedom of Tufcany fhould be’ 
vefted in the Duke of Lorraine: That Lorraine 

_ fhould be allotted to King Staniflaus; and after his: - 
death be united to the crown of France: That the 
Emperor fhould poffefs the Milanefe, the Mantuan, 
and Parma: That the King of Sardinia fhould enjoy 

Vigevano and Novara: That Don Carlos fhould be » 
acknowledged King of Naples and Sicily, and re- 
tain the ifland of Elba, with all the Spamifh territo~ 
ries on the coaft of Tufcany ; and that France fhould 
guarantee the pragmatick fanction. 

§ XXVIII. The King of Great-Britain returned 
from Hanover to England in the month of Novem- 
ber; and on the fifteenth day of January opened 
the feffion of Parliament. On this occafion he con- 
gratulated them on the near profpect of a general 
peace in Europe, in confequence of the preliminary 
articles in which the Emperor and the King of France 
had agreed; and of which he had exprefied his ap- 
probation, as they did not differ in any -effential 
point from the plan of pacification which he and the — 
 States-General had offered to the belligerent powers. - 
He told them, that he had already ordered a con= 
fiderable redution to be made in his forces both by 
fea and land; but at the fame time obferved it would 

be neceflary to continue fome extraordinary aS 
unti
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BOO xuntil a more perfect reconciliation fhould ie hee 

| aed 

my 

11. 

agit 

blithed among the feveral powers of Europe. An. 

addrefs of thanks was unanimoufly voted, prefented, 
and gracioufly received. After the Houte 1 
ceived feveral petitions from different count 
gentlemen, complaining of undue infiuence in elec. 
tions for members’of Parliament, it proceéded to 
confider of the fupply, and Sir Charles Wager moy- 
ing that fifteen thoufand feamen fhould be em- 

   

ployed for the fervice of the enfuing year, the: ‘pro- 
pofal.was approved without: oppofiticn. But th 
was not the cafe with a motion made by Mr, Pul- > 
teney, “ That the ordinary eftimate of the navy 
« fhould be referred to a fele&t committee.” The” 
miniftry difcouraged all fuch prying meafures: a 
debate was produced, the Houfe divided, and the 
motion was rejected. Such was the fate of a mo- - 
tion for raifing the fupplies within the year, made by 
Mr. Sandys, ane fupported. by Sir John Barnard, 

Mr. Willimot, and other patriots, who demonftrated, 
that this was a fpeedy and practicable expedient for 
difcharing the national debt, lowering the intereft of 

விலே, reducing the price of la labour, : and encourag> — 
ing a fpirit of commerce. 
ae X XIX. The bill for limiting the number of 

officers in the Houfe of Commons was again revived, 
The King was empowered ‘to borrow - fix hundred 
thoufand “pounds, chargeable on the finking-fund, 
for the, fervice of the ‘enfuing year, though this 
power was not eafily granted; and the Houfe re-- 
folved to lay a duty of twenty fhillings per gallon 
on all fpirituous liquors, after it had appeared to. 
the committee appointed for that purpole, that thole 
ipirits were pernicious to the heaith and morals of 
the people. ‘To this refolution was added another, 
which amounted to a total prohibition, namely, 
that ட pounds fhould be yearly paid to his Ma- 
jetty or a licence to be annually taken out by every 
pérfon who fhould vend, bar ter, or utter any fuch. . 

it > ' fpirituous 
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] {pirittious liquors. Mr, Walter Plumer, ina well-cu a PB. 
concerted {peech, moved for the repeal of fome “ட 

-claufes in the Teft act «thefe he reprefented as a 
dpecies of perfecution, in which Proteftant Diflenters 
were: confounded with the Roman, Catholics and 
enemies to the eftablifhment. He was futtained by. 
Lord*Polwarth and Mr. Heathcote; but Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole was joined by Mr. Shippen again 

_ the motion as dangerous to the eftablifhed Church: 
‘and the queftion being put, it was carried in the 
snegative.. When Sir joleph Jelcyll prefented to the An. 1736. 
Houle, according to order, a bill founded on the 
refolutions they had taken againft fpirituous liquors, 
Sir Robert Walpole acquainted them, by his Ma~ 
jefty’s command, that as the alterations propofed to 
be made by that bill in the duties charged upon all 

fpirituous liquors might, ina great degree, affect 
fome part of the civil-lift revenues, his Majetty, for. 

the fake of remedying fo ereat.an. evil as was. in- 
tended by that bill to be prevented,did-confent te 
accept any other révenue of equal value, to be fee. 
tled and appropriated. in lieu of his intereft in the 
faid duties. “Fhe bil! was read. a, fecond time,-and 
configned to a committee of the wheie Houle; but 
that for limiting the number of officers in the Houle 

. of Commons was thrown out at the fecond read- 
ing. . Petitions againft the bill touching the retail 
of {pirituous liquors, wete prefented by the traders 
to the Briuih fugar colonies, by the. merchants of 
‘Briftol and Liverpool, reprefenting the. hardfhips — 
to which they would be expoied by a law which 
‘amounted to a.prohibition of rum and fpirits dil- 
tilled from melaffes. In confequence’ of thefe re- 
/monitrances; a mitigating claufe was inferted, in 
favour of the compofition known by the, name of 

~ punch, and-diftillers were permitted to exercife any 
other employment... The fum of feventy thoufand 
pounds was voted for making good the deficiencies 
‘that might happen in the civil-lft by this bill, which 
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pookat fength pafied through. the Houfe, though a 

11. 

3730. 
without reiterated difputes and warm altercation, 
Violent oppofition yas likewife made to a bill for 
the relief of the people called Quakers, wh6 offered 
a petition, reprefenting, that though from motives 
of confcience they refufed the payment of tithes, 
church-rates, oblations, and ecclefiaftical dues, they 
were expofed to grievous fufferings by profecution in 

‘the Exchequer, ecclefiaftical, and other Cotrts, to. 
the imprifonment of their perfons, and+the ruin of 
them and their families. A bill being prepared fon 
-their relief, was read and printed: then petitions 
were preferred againft it by the clergy of Middletex, 
and of many ether parts of the kingdom. Coun- 
fel was heard in behalfof thofe petitioners, and feve- 
ral alterations propofed in the bill, which after long 
and repeated debates furmounted all oppofition, and 
was fent up tothe Lords. 

§ XXX. In the month of February the King 
~ had fent two members of the privy-council to the 

Prince of Wales, with a meflage, propofing a mar- 
riage between his Royal Highnefs and the Princels 
of Saxegotha, “The propofal being agreeable to the 
‘Prince, the marriage was celebrated on the twenty- 
feventh day of April. Upon this occafion Mr. Pul- 
teney moved for an addrefs of congratulation to his 

Majyefty, and was fupported by Mr. George Lyttel- 
ton and Mr. William Pitt, who feized this oppet- 
tunity of pronouncing elegant panegyricks on the 
Prince of Wales and hiS aimable confort. Thefe 

two young members foon diftinguifhed themfelves 
in the Houfe by their eloquence and fuperior talents. » 
The attention of the Houfe was afterwards convert 
‘ed to q bill for the preventing of fmuggling; and 
another for explaining the act for the more வியல்‌ 

preventing bribery and corruption in the election © 
‘members to ferve in Parliament. Both made theif 

sway through the Lower Houfe, and were fent up 19 
‘the Lords for their concurrence. ‘he number OT 

lant
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Aand-forces voted for-the fervice of -the -currentc ua Pp. 
. gear was reduced to feventeen thoufand feven hun- ௫: 
_dred and four effective men. The fupplies were‘ 
-raifed by the malt-tax, and land-tax at two fhillings 
inthe pound, additional duties on mum, cider, 
and perry, ftamped vellum, parchment, and paper ; 
and by an act empowering his Majefty to borrow fix 
hundred thoufand pounds of the finking-fund. In 

this feffion the Parliament repealed the old ftatutes 
of England and Scotland againft conjuration, witch- 

, eraft, and dealing withevil fpirits. “The Commons 
_likewife prepared a bill to reftrain the difpofition of 

_ lands in mortmain, whereby they became unalien- 
able. Againft this meafure petitions were prefented 
by the two univerfities, the colleges of Eton, Win- 

_-chefter, and Weftminfter, and divers hofpitals that 
fubfifted by charitable donations. In favour of the 
univerfities and colleges a particular exempting — 
claufe was inferted. ead other amendments . 
were made in the bill, which paffed through both 
Houfes, and obtained the Royal affent. Among 
the atts pafied in this feffion, was one for naturaliz~ 
ing her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales ; 

and another for building a bridge acrofs the Thames 
from New Palace-yard, in the city of Weftminiter, 
to the oppofite fhore in the county of Surrey. The 

points chiefly debated in the Houfe of Lords were | 

the addrefs of thanks for his Majefty’s fpeech, the 

Mortmain bill, the Quakers’ bill, which was thrown 

_ out, and that for the prevention of fmuggling, which 
_. did not pafs without divifion and proteft. On the 

“twentieth day of May the King clofed the feffion 

with a fpeech, in which he told both Houfes, that a 

further convention touching the execution of the 

preliminaries, had been made and communicated to 

him by the Emperor and Moft Chrittian Kings 

and that negociations were carrying on by the feye- 

_ ral powers engaged in the late war, in order to fettle 

a general pacification. He expreiled great concern 
at 

1735.
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people: he protefted it was his defire, and fhould 
be his care, to preferve the prefent conftitution in 
Church and State, as by law eftablithed: he re- — 

commended harmony and mutual affe€tion amon — 
all proteftants of the nation, as the great fecurity of | 
that happy eftablifhment ; and fignified his inten- 
tion to vifit his German dominions. Accordingly, 
the Parliament was no fooner prorosued than he fet 
out for Hanover, after having appointed the Queen © 
Regent in his abfence. ace - 

§ XXXI. Such a degree. of licentioufnefs pre» 
vailed over the whole nation, that the kingdom was 
lled with tumult and riots, which might have been 

prevented by proper regulations of the civil govern. | 

ment in a due execution of the laws. The moft re- 
markable of thefe difturbances happened at Edin-~ 
burgh, on the feventh day of September. John 
Porteous, who commanded the guard paid by that. 
city, a4 man of brutal difpofitien and abandoned 
morals, had, at the execution of afmuceler, been 

provoked by fome infults from the populace to or- 
der his men, without ufing the previous formalities 
ofthe law, to fire with fhot among the crowd ; by 

which precipitate order féveral innocent perfons loft 
their lives. Porteous was tried for murder, con- 

vidted, and received fentence of death; but the 

Queen, as guardian of the realm, thought proper to 

indylge him with a reprieve. The common peo- 
ple of Edinburgh refented this lenity fhewn to a 
criminal, who-was the object of their deteftation. 

They remembered that pardons had been granted to 

divers military delinquents in that country, who had. 
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~ been condemned by legal பரக], They feemed to 
think thofe were encouragements to opprefiion ; they 

were fired by anational jealoufy : they were ftimu- 

lated by the relations and friends of thefe. who had ~ 

been murdered : and they refolved to wreak their 

vengeance on the author of that tragedy, by de- 
; priving
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priving him of life on the very day,which the Judsesc Hap, 

had fixed for his execution. Thus determined, they Ys 
affembled in different bodies, about ten o’clock at = 

night. . They blocked up the gates of the city, to 

prevent the admiffion of the troops that were quar- | 
tered in the fuburbs, They furprized and difarmed 
the town-guards : they broke open the prifon-doors;. 
dragged Porteous from thence to the place of exe- 
éution; and, leaving him hanging by the neck on a 
‘dyer’s pole; quietly difperfed to their feveral habi-, 

tations, This exploit was performed with fuch con- 
du& and deliberation as feemed to be the refult 

of a plan formed by fome perfons of confequence ; 
it, therefore, became the object of a very fevére 

CHQuinyes bm eb 2 are மாத 

-»§ XXXIUL During this fummer a rupture hap- 
pened between the Turks and the Ruffians, which 

jaft reduced the city of Afoph on the Black Sea, 
and over-ran the greateft part of Crim ‘Tartary. 

‘The Czarina declared war againft the Ottoman Porte, 

‘becaufe the Tartars of the Crimea had made ineur- 

Gions upon her frontiers; and when fhe complained 

of thefe diforders to the Vizir, fhe received no fa- 

tisfaction; befides a large body of Tartars had, by 

order of that minifter, marched through the Rufhan 

provinces in defpite of the Emprefs, and committed. 

terrible havock in their route. The Emperor was 

- obliged to engage as a party in this war, by atreaty 

offenfive and defenfive; which he had many years 

before concluded with the Czarina. Yet, before*he 

declared himfelf, he joined the Maritime Powers in 

offering his mediation to the Sultan, who was very 

well difpofed to peace; but the Czarina infifted upon 

het retaining f.foph, which her forces had reduced 5 

and this preliminary. article being rejected, as dif- 

honourable to the Ottoman empire, the Court of 

Vienna began to make preparations for war. By 

this time all the belligerent Powers in Italy had 
agreed to the preliminaries of peace concluded be- 

நடரா. ட்டி tween 
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raine had efpoufed the Emperor’s eldeft daughter, 
the Archduchefs Maria Therefa, and ceded Loraine ப 
to France, even before he fucceeded to Tut 
Don Carlos was crowned King of Sicily: St: 
abdicated the Crown of Poland; and Auguftus es 
univerfally acknowledged Sovereign of that .king- 
dom. 106 preliminaries were approved and ac-. 
cepted by the Diet of the Empire; the King of 
Spain fent orders for his troops to evacuate Tufcany; 
and the provinces in Italy yielded to the Houle of 
Auftria. Prince Eugene, who had managed the in 

   

   

' tereft of the Emperor on this occafion, did not live’ 
to fee the happy fruits of his negociation. He died 

. at Vienna, in April, at the age of feventy-three, 
leaving behind him the charaéter of an invincible 
hero and confummate politician. He was not long 
furvived by Count Staremberg, another Imperial 
General who ranked next to the Prince in’ mil-: 
tary reputation. About the fame time Great-Britain — 
fuftained a national lofs in the death of Lord Chan- | 
cellor Talbot, who, by his worth, probity, and ac- | 
quired accomplifhments, had dignified the great 
office to which he had been raifed. He died uni- _ 
verfally lamented, in the month of February, atthe” 

age of fifty-two; and was fucceeded on the Bench 
by Lord Hardwicke. 

§ XO. The King being indeed, in conte 
quence of having been “fatioued by a very tempef- 

. tuous paflage from Holland, the Parliament was 
prorogued from the twenty-firft day of January to 
the firft of February, and then the feffion was opened 
by commiffion. The Lord Chancellor, as one of 
the: Peers authorifed by this commuiffion, made 2. 

*{peech in his Majefty’s name to both Houfes. With | 
refpect to foreign affairs, he told them, that the ré- 
fpective acts a céffion being exchanged, and one 
given for the evacuation aul poffeffion of the fever 
countries and places by the Powers concerned, ac- 

cording.
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cording to the allotment and difpofition of the pre-c y a p, 
liminary articles, the great work of re-eftablifhing Vv. _ 
the general tranquillity was far.advanced: that, how-— 
‘ever, common prudence called upon them to be hak 
very attentive to the final conclufion of the new fet- 
tlement. He faid, his Majefty could not without — 
furprige and concern obferve the many contrivances , — 
and attempts carried on, in various fhapes, and in 
different parts of the nation, tumultuoufly to refift 

’ and obftruct the execution of the laws, and to vio-~ 
late the peace of the kingdom. He obferved, that 
‘the confideration of the height to which thefe auda- 
cious practices might rife, if not timely fupprefled, 
afforded a melancholy profpect, and required parti- 
cular attention, left they fhould affect private perfons 
in the quiet enjoyment of their property, as well as 
the general peace and good order of the whole.’ 
After the Commons had agreed to an addrefs, and 

_ heard counfel on fome controverted elections, they 
proceeded to take the fupply into confideration. — 
They voted ten thoufand men for the fea-fervice. 
They continued for the land-fervice the fame num- ~ 
ber they had maintained in times of tranquillity, 
amounting to feventeen thoufand feven hundred and 
four: but this meafure was not adopted without op- 

- pofition; the money was raifed by the land and malt- 
taxes, reinforced with one million granted out of the 

finking-fund. பவட Sex EN ae 
-§ XXXIV.- The chief fubje&t of contention that 

prefented itfelf in the courle of this feffion, was a 

‘ motion which Mr. Pulteney made for an addrefs to 

his Majefty, that he would be pleafed to fettle one 
hundred thoufand pounds a-year upon the Prince of 

-Wales. He reprefented that fuch provifion was 

conformable to the practice of ancient time: that 

what he propofed had been enjoyed by his prefent 

Majefty in the life-time of his father; and that 2 . 
fettlement of this nature was reafonable and necefiary 

to-afcertain the independency of the apparent Heir - 

ee ௦௦2 to
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‘BOOK tothe Crown. The motion was vigoroufly oppoled 

Ul. _by Sir Robert Walpole, as ah encroachment 
1736.. Prerogative; as an officious intermeddling in 

King’s family affairs; and as ah effort to fet hi 
 Majefly and the Prince at variance. “But a miftn 
derftanding, it feems, had already happened in the 
Royal Family. The Minifter in the midft of his 
harangue told the Houfe, by his Majefty’s command, 
that on the preceding day the King had fent a mefi 
fage to the Prince by feveral noblemen of the fir ’ 
quality, importing, that his Majefty had given order 

_ for fettling a jointure upon the Princefs of Wales, 
-fuitable to her high rank and dignity, which he would 

in a proper time lay before Parliament, in order to 
be rendered more certain and effectual: that al- 
though his Royal Highnefs had not thought fit, by — 
any application to his Majefty, to defire that his‘al- 
lowance of fifty thoufand pounds might be rendered _ 
leis precarious, the King, to prevent the bad confe- | 
quences which he apprehended might follow from 
the undutiful meafures which his Majefty was பி 

       

  

   
       

  

formed the Prince had been advifed to purfue, would 
grant to his Royal Highnefs, for his Majefty’s life, 
the faid fifty thoufand pounds per annum, tobe if 
fued out of the civil-lift revenues, over and above’ 
the Prince’s revenues atifing from the duchy of 
Cornwall, which his Majefty thought avery com- 
petent allowance, ‘confidering his own numerou - 
iffue, and the great expence which did and muft ne) | 
ceffarily attend an honourable proviGon for the whe 
Royal Family : that the Prince, by a-verbal anfwe? 
defired their Lordthips to lay him with all humility” 

"_., at-his Majefty’s feet: fo affure him that he did, and 
ever fhould, retainthe utmoft duty for his Roya 
Perfon: that he was very thankful for any‘inftance * 
of his Majefty’s goodnefs to him er to the Princels, 
and particularly for his Majefty’s Gracious intention — 
of fettling a jointure upon her Royal Frighnefs;, but, 
that as to the mefiige, the affair was now out of his 

. eo - hands,
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hands, and, therefore, he could give no anfwer toc Hap. 
_ it; that his Royal HighnefS afterwards ufed many V- — 

dutiful expreffions towards his Majefty ; adding, <=? 

« Indeed, my Lords, it is in other hands, and I am 
« forry for it;”’-or words to that effect. Sir Robert 
Walpole then endeavoured to demonftrate, that the 
annual fum of fifty thoufand pounds -was as much as 
the King could afford to allow for the Prince’s main- 
tenance; and he expatiated upon the bad confe- 

- quences that might enfue, if the Son fhould be ren- 

dered altogether independent of the Father. 
* § XXXV. Thefe fuggeftions did not pais un- 
anfwered. Sir Robert Walpole had afferted, that 
the Parliament had no right to interfere in the crea- 

tion or maintenance of a Prince of Wales; and that . 

in the cafe of Richard I. who, upon the death of 

his father, the Black Prince, was created Prince of 

Wales, in confequence of an addrefs or petition 
from Parliament, that meéafure was in all probability 

dire&ted by the King himfelf, In anfwer to this af- 

{ertion itwas obferved, that probably the King would 

net have been fo forward in creating his grandfon 

Prince of Wales, if he had not been forced into this 
ftep by his Parliament; for Edward in his old age 

fell into a fort of love dotage, and gave himfelf en- 

tirely up to the management of his miftrefs, Alice 

Pierce, and his fecond fon, the Duke of Lancafter ; 

- a circumftance that raifed a moft reafonable jealoutly 

in the Black Prince, at that time on his death-bed, - 

who could not but be anxious about the fafety and 

“right of his only fon, whom he found he was foon 

to leave a child in the hands of a doating grand- 

father, and an ambitious, afpiring uncle, The fup- 

‘porters of the motion obferved, that the allowance 

of fifty thoufand pounds was not fufficient to defray 

the Prince’s yearly expence, without allotting one 

‘fhilling for acts of charity and munificence; and 

_ that the feveral deductions for land taxes and fees 

‘reduced it to forty-three thoufand pounds. They 

Paes ae 003 affirmed, 
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Boo x affirmed, that his whole income, including the re. 
I. venues of the duchy of Cornwall, did not exceed 

a fifty-two thoufand pounds a-year, though, by his _ 
~~ Majefty’s ownregulation, the expence of the Prince’s 

houichold amounted to fixty-three thoufand: .They 
proved, that the produce of the civil-lift exceeded 
nine hundred thoufand pounds, a fum above one 
hundred thoufand pounds a-year more than was 
enjoyed by his lace Majefty; and that, in the firft year 
of the late King, the whole expence of his houfehold ’ 
and civil government did not much exceed four | 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year. They 

— obferved, that the Parliament added one hundred | 
and forty thoufand pounds annually for aéts of cha- 
rity and bounty, together with the article of {ecret- 
dervice money; and allowed one hundred thoufand 
pounds for the maintenance of the Prince of Wales: 
that the article of fecret-fervice money had prodi- 
gioufly increafed in the late reign: by an account 
which happened to be laid before the Parliament, 
it appeared that vat fums of money had been given 
for purpofes which nobody underftood, and to per- 
fons whom nobody knew. Inthe beginning of the 
following feffion feveral members propofed that this 
extraordinary account fhould be taken into confider- 
ation; butthe enquiry was warded off by the other 
party, who declared that the Parliament could not 
examine any account which had been prefented to - 
a former feffion. The debate was fierce and long; 
and ended in a divifion, by which the motion was 

- rejected. A motion of the fame nature was made 
_ by Lord Carteret in the Houfe of Peers, and gave 

rife to a very keen difpute, maintained by the fame 
arguments, and iffuing in the fame termination. - 

—. § XXXVI. The next remarkable conteft was oc- 
cafioned by a motion of Sir R. ‘Walpole, who pro- . 
pofed the fum of one million fhould be granted 
to his Majefty, towards redeeming the like fum of 

-the increafed capital of the: South-fea Company; © 
ள்‌ ae? திப்ப ்‌ com- 
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~commonly called South-fea Annuities. Severalcn a 5, 
“members argued for the expediency of applying  V- 

_ this fum to the” payment of the: debt due to the 
Bank, as-part of thatincumbrance was faddled with 

_an intereft of fix per cent. whereas the intereft paid — 
fer the other fums that conftituted the publick debt 
did nor exceed four per cent. Many plaufible argu- 
ments were offered on both fides of the queftion ; 
and at length the motion was carried in the afirma- 
tive. The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a com- 

-, mittee to confider of the national debt, Sir John 
‘Barnard made a motion, for enabling his Majefly to 
Yaife money either by the fale of annuities, or by 
borrowing at an intereftnot exceeding three Der. 
cent. to be applied towards redeeming the South- 
fea annuities; and that fuch of the faid annuitants 
as fhould be inclined to fub{fcribe their reipective 
annuities, fhould be preferred to all others. He 
faid,' that even thofe publick fecurities which bore 
an intereft of three per cent. only were fold at a pre- 
mium in Change-Alley: he was, therefore, per- 
fuaded, that all thofe who were willing to give a 

_ premium for a three per cent. fecurity would gladly 
_ lend their money to the government at the fame in- 

tereft, fhould books .of fubfcription be opened. for 
that purpofe, with an: affurance that no part of the 
principal fhould be paid off for fourteen years. He 
expatiated upon the national advantages that would 
accrue from a reduction of intereft. From eafy and 
obvious calculations he inferred, that in a very little 
time the intereft upon all the South-fea annuities 
would be reduced from four to three percent. with- 
out any dangerto publick credit, or breach of pub- 
lick faith: that then the produce of the finking-fund’ 
would amount to fourteen hundred thoufand pounds 
per annum, to be applied only towards redeeming 
the capital of the feveral trading companies : he 
proved that this meafure would bring every one of | 
them fo much within the power of Parliament, that 

* ௦0௦4. they 
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BOOK they would be glad to accept of three per cent. jn. 
‘ tereft on any: reafonable terms; in which cafe the 
ie: finking-fund would rife to one million fix hundred 
». thoufand pounds per annum. Then the Parliament ~ 

‘might venture to annjhilate one half of it, by freeing 
the people from the taxes upon coals, candles, foap, ர 
“Yeather, and other fuch impofitions as lay heavyapon — 
the poor labourers and manufacturers : the remain- 
ing part of the finking-fund might be applied to- | 

_ wards the difcharge of thofe annuities and publick - 
_ debts which bore an intereft of three per cent. only, — 

and afterwards towards diminifhing the capitals of the” 
feveral trading companies till the term of fourteen 
years fhould be expired; then the finking-fund would — 
again amount to above a million yearly, which would _ 
be fufficient for paying them off, and freeing the na- 
tion entirely fromall its incumbrances., This falu- 
tary fcheme was. violently oppofed by Alderman 
Heathcote, and other partifans of the miniftry: yet 
all their objections were refuted; and, in order to. 
defeat the project, they were obliged to have recourfe. 
to artifice. Mr. Winnington moved, that all the 
publick creditors, as well as the South-fea annul- 
tants, fhould be comprehended. Sir John Barnard! 
demonftrated, that it might be eafy for the govern- 
ment to borrow money at three per cent, fufficient 
for paying off fuch of the proprietors. of four-and- , 
twenty millions as were not willing to accept of that 
intereft, but it would be extremely difficult to bor-— 
row enough to fatisfy the. proprietors of four-and- 
forty millions, who might choofe to have their prin-- 
;cipal rather than ‘fuch an intereft. Nevertheleis’ 
refolutions were founded on this and other -altera> 
tions of the original fcheme; and a bill was imme- 
diately, prepared. Jt produced many other debates, 
and was at laft poftponed by dint.of minifterial in- 
fluence. The fame venerable patriot, who projected 
this fcheme, moved that as foon as the intereft of 

all the national redeemable debt fhould be reduced: சட்ட பத்து ன்‌
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‘to three per cent. the Houfe would take off fome cua P, 
ef the heavy taxes which oppreffed the poor and. v. 
the manufacturers: but this motion was rejected 
by the majority. = he 

§ XXXVI The lait difputes of this feffion were An. 2737. 
excited by a bill fent down from the Lords for 
punifhing the magiftrates and city of Edinburgh, on 
account of the murder of John Porteous. In the 
beginning of the feffion Lord Carteret recapitulated 

‘ the feveral tumults and riots which had lately hap- 
pened in different parts of the kingdom. He par- 

“ticularly infifted upon the atrocious murder of Cap- 
tain Porteous, as a flagrant infult upon the govern~ 
ment, anda violation of the publick peace, fo much 
the more dangerous, as it feemed to have been con- 
-eerted and executed with deliberation and decency. 
He fufpected that fome citizens of Edinburgh had 
been concerned in the murder, not only from this 
circumftance, but likewife becaule, notwithftanding 
the reward of two hundred pounds, which had been 
offered by proclamation for the difcovery of any per- 
fon who acted in that tragedy, not one individual 
had as-yet been detected. He feemed to think that 
the magiftrates had encouraged the riot, and that the 
city had forfeited its charter; and he propofed a 
minute enquiry into the particulars of the affair, 
He was feconded by the Duke of Newcaftle and the 
Earl of Tay :/ though this laft nobleman differed in 
opinion from him with refpe& to the charter of the 
city, which, he faid, could not be juftly forfeited by 
the fault of the magiftracy. The Lords refolved, . 
That the magiftrates and other perfons from whom 
they might obtain the neceffary information con- 
cerning this riot fhould be ordered to*attend; and, 

That an addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majefty 
defiring that the different accounts and papers re- 
lating to the murder of Captain Porteous might be. 
fubmitted to the perufal of the Houle. Thefe do- 
cuments being accordingly examined, and all the 

witnefies 
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11. a debate arofe about the manner in which thefe lat 
fhould be interrogated, whether-at the bar, at the _ 
table, or on the woolfacks. Some Scottith Lords _ 
afferted, that they hada right to be feated next to _ 
the judges of England: but after a long debate this 
claim was rejected, and the judges of Scotland ap- 
peared atithe bar in their robes. A bill was brought 
in to difable Alexander Wilfon, Efquire, Lord 
Provoft of Edinburgh, from enjoying any office or * 
place of magiftracy in the city of Edinbursh, or, — 
elfewhere in Great-Britain; for imprifoning the faid — 
Alexander Wilfon ; for abolifhing the guard of that 
city; and for taking away the gates of the Nether. — 

. Bow-Port, {0 as to open a communication between 
the city and the fuburbs, in which the King’s troops . 

_ are quartered. The Duke of Argyle, in arguing 
acainft this bill, faid he could not think of a pro- 
ceeding more harfh or unprecedented than the pre- 
fent, as he believed ‘there was no inftance of the 
whole weight of Parliamentary indienation, for fuch 
he called a proceeding by a bill ex pot fadfo, falling 
upon any fingle perfon, far lefs upon any commu- 
nity for crimes that were within the reach of the 

- - inferior courts of juftice: for this reafon he ebferved, 
that if the Lord Provoft and citizens of Edinburgh 
thould fuffer in the terms of the prefent bill, they. 
would fuffer by a cruel, unjuft, and fantaftical pro- 
ceeding ; a proceeding of which the wort ufe might 

~ be made, if ever the nation fhould have the mi- , 
fortune to fall under a partial,  felf-interefted | 
adminiftration. He told them he fat in the Par- 4 
liament of Scotland when that part of the treaty 
of Union relating to the privileges of the royal 

. burghs was fettled on the fame footing as reli- 
gion, that is, they were made unalterable by any 
fubfequent Parliament of Great-Britain. Notwith-. 
ttanding the eloquence and warmth of his remon- 

“trance, - the bill. was fent downto the Houle: of 
Commonsy 
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Commons, where it produced a violent conteft.cwa p* “The Commons fet on foot a fevere ferutiny into the Y: particular circumftances that preceded and attended =~ the murder of Porteous: from the exaMination of = the witneffes it appeared that~no freeman Or citizen - of Edinburgh was concerned in the riot, which Was chiefly compofed of country people, excited by the _ relations of fome unhappy perfons whom Porteous -and his men had flain at the execution of the fmug- ~ giler; and thefe were afifted by prentice boys, and the loweft clafs of vagabonds that happened to be at Edinburgh: that the Lord Provott had taken all the precautions to prevent mifchief that his reflexion fuggefted: that he even expoied his perfon to the 

rage of the multitude, in his endeavour to difperfe ~~theth ; and thatif he had done amifs, he erred from . want of judgment, rather than from want of incl. » Nation to protect the unhappy Porteous. It likewife appeared, that Mr. Lindiay, member for the city - of Edinburgh, had gone in perfon to General Moyle, 
Commander of the forces in North-Britain, informed him of the riot, implored his immediate affiftance, and promifed to conduét his troops into the city; 
and that his fuit was rejected, becaufe he could not 

~ produce:a written order from the magiftracy, which 
he neither could have obtained in fuch confufion, 
nor ventured to carry about his perfon through the 
midit of an enraged populace. ‘The Scottifh mem. 

_ bers exerted themfelves with uncommon vivacity: in 
~ defence of their capital. They were joined by Sir 
John Barnard, Lord Cornbury, Mr. Shippen and 
Mr, Oglethorpe. Lord Polwarth declared, that if 
“any gentleman would thow where one argument in 
the charge asainft the Lord Provoft and the city of 

_ Edinburgh: had been proved, he would that inftant 
give his vote for the commitment of the bil. He 
faid; if gentlemen would lay their hands upon their 

_ hearts, and afk themfelves, whether they wouldhave ~ 
voted'in this manner had the cafe of ட்ட \ 
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- Book beenthat of the city of Briftol, York, or Norwich; 

iL._he was perfuaded they would have required that ~ 
es every tittle of the charge againft them thould have - 

_ been fully and undeniably proved.. Some amend- 
ments and mitigations being inferted in the bill, ‘it | 

paffed the Houle, was fent back to the Lords, who 
agreed to the alterations, and then received. the | 
Royal affent. <a 3 ihe 

§ XXXVI The next effort of the miniflter was 
obliquely levelled at the liberty ef the prefs, which 
at was much for his intereft to abridge. - The errors. ; 

_ of his conduct, the myftery of that corruption which — 
he had fo fuccefsfully reduced to a fyftem, and all 
the blemifhes of his adminiftration, had been ex- 
pofed and ridiculed, not only in political periodical | 
writings produced by the moft eminent hands,*but — 
iikewife in a fucceffion of theatrical pieces, which 
met with uncommon fuccefs among the people. He 
either wanted judgment to diftincuifh men-of ge- 
nius, or could find none that would engage in his 
fervice: he, therefore, employed a fet of wretched 
authors, void of underftanding and ingenuity. 

They undertook the defence of his miniftry, and 
anfwered the animadverfions of his antagonifts. - 
‘The match was fo extremely unequal, that, inftead 
of juftifying his conduét, they expofed it to ad- 
ditional ridicule and contempt; and ‘he faw himfelf ,. 
in. danger of being defpifed by the whole nation. 

He refolved to feize the firft opportunity to choak 
thofe canals through which the torrent of -cenfure 
had flowed upon:his charaéter. The manager of a 

- playhoufe communicated to him a manufeript farcés 
intituled, The Golden Rump, which was fraught 
with treafon and abufe upon the government, and 
had been prefented to the ftage for exhibition. 

‘This performance was preduced in the, Houle of 
Commons, The minifter defcanted.upon the info- 
dence, the malice, the immorality, and the feditious 
calumny, which had been of late propagated in thea- 
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உ அர்த நரன. A bill was brought in to limit the cog a p, 
_. ftumber of -playhoufes ; to fubje& all dramatick 8 

_ writers to the infpection of the Lord-Chamberlain; ~~~ 
and to compel them to take out a licence for every 
prodnuéion before it could appear on the flage. 
Notwithftanding a vigorous oppofition, this: bill 

- paffed through both Houfes with extraordinary dif- 
patch, and obtained the Royal fanétion. In this 064 

. bate the Earl of Chefterfield diftineuifhed himéelf by 
an excellent fpeech, that will ever endear his cha- 

_tacter to all the friends of genius and literature;- to 
all thofe who are warmed with zeal for the liberties 
of their country, . Our ftage (faidhe) ought cer/ 
* tainly to be kept within due bounds; but, for 
** this purpofe, our laws as they ftand at prefent 

“Care fufficient. If our ftage players at any time 
*< exceed thofe bounds, they ought to be profecuted; 
“« they may be punifhed. We have precedents, we 
*«“have examples of perfons punifhed for things lefs 
** criminal than fome pieces which have been lately 
*« reprefented: anewlaw muft, therefore, be un- 
** neceflary ;. and in the prefent cafe it cannot be 
“s unnecefiary without being dangerous. Every 
“ unneceflary reftraint is a fetter upon the legs, is a 
‘¢ {hackle upon the hands’ of liberty. One of the 
“* greateft bleflings we enjoy, one of the greateit 
«© Dleffings a people canenjoy; is liberty. But 
“every good in this life has its allay of evil. Li- 
“ centioufnels is the allay of liberty. It is an ebul- 
8 lition, an excrefcence ; itis a fpeck upon the eye 

of the political body, which I can never tcuch- 
“¢ but with a gentle, with a’trembling hand ;- left 1 

- © deftroy the body, left 1, injure the eye upon 
- «which it is apt to appear. If the ftage becomes - 

“* at any time licentious, if a play appearsto be,a 
. © libel upon the government, or upon any particu- 

Jar man, the King’s courts are open; the law is 
‘*-fufficient to punifh the offender. It poets and 
“players are te be reftrained, let them be reftrained - 
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