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. HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

B‘O o K day of Ju»ly.r The divifion ftill continued betweer

L.

T hZ0%

the two Houfes of Convocation; fothat nothing of
" momentwas tranfacted in that affembly, except their

addrefs to the Queen upon her granting the firft~
fruits and tenths for the augmentation of {mall bene~
fices. At the fame time, the Lower Houfe fent
their Prolocutor with a deputation to wait upon the
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, to return their
thanks to that honourable Houfe for having efpoufed
the intereft of the clergy; and to affure them that
the Convocation would purfue fuch methods as might
beft conduce to the fupport, honour, interefl, and
fecurity of the Church as now by law eftablithed,
They fent up to the Archbithop and Prelates divers
reprefentations, containing complaints, and propofing
canons and articles of reformation:* but very little
regard was paid to their remonftrances.

§ IX. About this period the Earl of Nottingham,
after having ineffectually prefled the Queen to dif-
card the Dukes of Somerfet and Devonthire, re-.
figned the feals. The Earl of Jerfey and Sir Ed-
ward Seymour were difmiffed: the Earl of Kent was
appointed chamberlain, Harley fecretary of ftate, and -
Henry St. John fecretary of war. The difcovery of
the Scottith confpiracy was no fooner known in
France, than Louis ordered Frafer to be imprifoned
in the Baftile. In England, Lindfay being fentenced
to die for having correfponded with France, was -
given to underftand that he had no mercy to expect,
unlefs he would difcover the confpiracy. Hé per~
fifted in denying all knowledge of any fuch confpi-
racy ; and fcorned to fave his life by giving -falfe
information. - In order to intimidate him into a con- .
feflion, ‘the,miniﬁry ordered him to be Convey,ed‘to
Tyburn, where he ftill rejected life upon the terms
propofed : then he was carried back to Newgate,.
where he remained fome years: at length he was
banifhed, and died of hunger in Holland, The
minifters had been fo lukewarm and languid inthe in-

veltigation
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8 0 0 k all Europe.  She declared, that the had vaUt'horigc& :
1. the Commiffioners to give the Royal affent to what~
m; . ever could be reafonably demanded, and was in hcr :
power to grant, for fecuring the fovereignty and
liberties of that her ancient kingdom. The remain-
ing part of the letter turned upon the neceflity of
their granting a fupply, the difcouragement of vice,
the encouragement of commerce, and the ufual re~
commendation of moderation and unanimity. :
§ XL The Duke of Hamilton prefented a refolve,
That the Parliament would not name a fucceffor to
the Crown; until the Scots thould have concluded a
previous treaty with England, in relation to com-
merce and other concerns. This motion produced
awarm debate; in the courfe of which Fletcher of
Salton, expattated upon the hardtfhips and miferies
which the Scots had fuftained fince the union of the
two Crowns under one Sovereign, and the impoffi-
bility of bettering their condition, unlefs they fthould
take care to anticipate any defign that tended to a
continuation of the fame calamities. Another re-
{olve was produced by the Earl of Rothes, import-
inig, That the Parliament fhould proceed to make
{uch limitations and conditions of the government as
might be judged proper for re@ifying the conflitu-
“tion; for vindicating and fecuring the fovereignty
and independency of the nation; and that,then .
Parliament would take into confideration the 6ther
refolve offered by the Duke of Hamilton, for a
treaty previous to the nomination of a fucceffor.
This propofal was feconded by the Court party, and
violent heats enfued. = At length, Sir James Fal-
coner, of Phefdo, offered an expedient, which nei~
ther party could refufe with any fhow of moderation.
He fuggefted a refolve, That the Parliament would
not proceed to the nomination of a fucceflor, until
the previous treaty with England thould be difcuffed s
and t}lgt-xt Wouldr make the neceflary limitations and
conditions of government, before the fucceflor thould

7 be
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the former feffion. "Violcnt. debates arofe; fo that
the Houfe was filled with rage and tumult. The

national {pirit of independence had been wrought

up to a dangerous pitch of enthufiafm. The ftreets
were crowded with people of all ranks, exclaiming
againft Englifh influence ; and threatening to fa-
crifice as traitors to their country, “all who fhould
embrace meafures that feemed to favour a foreign
intereft. - The Commiffioner and his friends were
confounded and appalled. Finding it impoflible

to ftem the torrent, he, with the concurrence of the
other minifters, wrote a letter to the Queen, repre-

fenting the uncomfortable fituation of affairs, and
advifing her Majefty to pafs the bill, encumbered as
it was with the A€t of Security. Lord Godolphin,
on whofe council the chiefly relied, found himfelf
involved in great perplexity. The Tories had de-

~voted him to deftruétion. - He forefaw that the

- were empowered to arm and train the fubjeéts, fo
as to put them in a pofture of defence. The Scot- |

Queen’s conceffion to the Scots in an ‘affair of fuch
confequence, would furnifh his enemies witha plau-
fible pretence to arraign the conduct of her minifter:
but he chofe to run that rifque, rather than fee the
army difbanded for want of a fupply, and the king-
dom left expofed to an invafion. He, therefore,
feconded the advice of the Scottith minifters; and
the Queen authorifed the commiffioner to pafs the

bill that was depending. The a& provided, That |

in cafe of the Queen’s dying without iffue 2 Parlia-

ment fhould immediately meet, and declare the fuc-

ceflor to the Crown, different from the perfon pof-
fefling the throne of England, unlefs before that

period a fettlement fhould bé made in Parliament
f the nation, indepen-

of the rights and liberties o

dent of Englith councils: by another claufe, they

tifh Parliament, having,
{pirit,
lu.PPIY without further hefitation : bur, not yet fa--

tisfied

by a laudable exertion of

obtained this act of Security, granted the |
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tisfied with- this facrifice, they engaged in debatesC H A P.
about the confpiracy, and the proceedings of the bt
- Houfe of Lords in England, which they termed an —1;5,.
officious intermeddling in their concerns, andan en-
croachment upon the fovereignty and independency

of the nation. They drew up an addrefs to the
Queen, defiring that the evidence and papers rela-

ting to the plot might be fubjected to their exami-
nation in the next feflion. Mean while, the Com-
miffioner, dreading the further progrefs of fuch an
ungovernable ferocity, prorogued the Parliament to

the feventh day of O&ober. The At of Security
being tranfmitted to England, copies of it were cir-
culated by theenemies of Godolphin, whoreprefent-

ed it as a meafure of that minifter; and the king-

dom was filled with murmurs and difcontent. People
“openly declared,  that the two kingdoms were

now {eparated by law, fo as never to be rejoined.
Reports were {pread, that great quantities of arms

had been conveyed to Scotland, and that the natives

were employed in preparations to invade England.

All the blame of thefe tranfaétions was imputed to

Lord Godolphin, whom the Tdries determined to
attack, while the other party refolved to exert their
whole influence for his prefervation: yet, in all pro-
bability, he owed his immediate fupport to the fuc-

cefs of his friend the Duke of Marlborough.

§ XIII. Nothing could be more deplorable than

the fituation to which the Emperor was reduced in

the beginning of the feafon. The malcontents in
Hungary had rendered themfelves formidable by

their fuccefs : the Elector of Bavaria poficfled all the
places on the Danube, as far as Paffau, and even
threatened the city of Vienna, which muft have been
infallibly loft, had the Hungarians and Bavarians
aéted in concert. By the advice of Prince Eugene,

the Emperor implored the affiftance of her Britan- -

nick Majefty ; and the Duke of Marlborough ex-

plained o her the neceffity of undertaking his relief.
' ' c2 This
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B 0 0 K This nobleman in the month of January had croffed”
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the ¢a to Holland, and concerted a fcheme with

" the deputies of the States-General for the operations

of the enfuing campaign. Theyagreed, that Gene-
ral Auverquerque fhould lie upon the defenfive with
a fimall body of troops in the Netherlands, while the
main army cf the Allies fhould aét upon the Rhine,
under the command of the Duke of Marlborough.
Such was the pretext under which this confummate
General conzealed another plan, which was commu-
nicated to a few only, in whoft difcretion he:could
confide. It was approved by the Penfionary and
fome leading men, who fecured its favourable re-=
ception with the States-General, when it became
neceffary to impart the {ecret to that numerous
affembly. In the mean time, the preparations were
made, on pretence of carrying the war to the banks
of the Mofelle. : .

§ XIV. In the month of April; the Puke, ac:
companied by his brother General Churchill, Liet-
tenant-General Lumley, the Earl of Orkney, and
other officers of diftin&tion, embarked for Holland,
where he had a long conference with a deputation
of the State, concerning a propofal of fending &
large army towards the Mofelle.  The deputies of
Zeatand oppofed this meafure of {fending their troops:
to fuch a diftance fo ftrenuoufly, that the Duke was
obliged to tell them, in plain terms, he had received

_orders to march thither with the Britith forces. He

accordingly affembled his army at Maeftricht; and
on the eighth day of May began his march nto
Germany:. The French imagined his intention was
to begin the campaign with the fiege of Traerbach,
and penetrate into France along the Mofelle. In
this perfuafion they fent a detachrment to that river;
and gave out that they intended to inveft Huy, 2
pretence to which the Duke paid no regard. . He
continued his route by Bedburgh, Kerpenord, Kal-
fecken: he vifited the fortifications of Bonne, where

he
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B 0 0 kleft at Onderingen. Underftanding that the Elector

of Bavaria had detached the beft part of his infantry
‘to reinforce the Count D’Arco, who was pofted
behind ftrong lines at Schellenberg near Donawert,
he refolved to attack their entrenchments without
delay. On the {econd day of July he advanced to-

" wards the enemy, and paffed the river Wermitz :

about five o’clock in the afternoon the attack was
begun by the Englith and Dutch infantry, fupported
by the horfe and dragoons. They wetre very fe-
verely handled, and even obliged to give way, when
Prince Louis of Baden marching up, at the head of
the Imperialifts, to another part of the line, made
a diverfion in their favour. = After an obftinate re-
fiftance they forced the entrenchments, and the horfe
entering with the infantry, fell fo furioufly upon the
enemy, already difordered, that they were routed
with great flaughter. They fled with the utmoft
trepidation to Donawert and the Danube, leaving
fix thoufand men dead on the field of battle. The
Confederates took fixteen pieces of cannon, thirteen
pair of colours, withall the tents and baggage. Yet
the victory was dearly purchafed ; fome thoufands of
the Allies were flain in the attack, including many
gallant officers, among whom were the Generals
Goor and Beinheim, and Count Stirum was mor-
tally wounded. Next day the Bavarian garrifon
abandoned Donawert, of which the Confederates
took immediate pofleflion, while the Eleétor paffed
the Danube in his march to the river Leche, left
the victors fhould cut off his retreat to his own coun-
try. The Confederates having croffed the Danube
on feveral bridges of pontoons, a detachment was
fent to pafs the Leche, and takepoft in the country
of the EleCtor, who had retired under the cannon of
Auglburgh. The garrifon of Neuburgh.retiring to
Ingoldftadt, the place was fecured bythe Confederates;
and the Count de Frize was detached with nine bat- |
talions and fifteen fquadrons to inveft the town of

Rain.
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Rain. Advice arriving from Prince Eugene, that CHAP.
the Marefchals Villeroy and Tallard had paffed the B
Rhine at Fort Kehl, with an army of five-and-forty T
“thoufand men, to fuccour the Eletor of* Bavaria,

the Generals of the Allies immediately detached

Prince Maximilian of Hanover with thirty fqua-

drons of horle, asa reinforcement to the Prince. In

a few days Rain furrendered, and Aicha was taken

by affault. The Emperor no fooner received a con-
firmation of, the victory of Schellenberg, than he

wrote a letter of acknowledgement to the Duke of

- Marlborough, and ordered Count Wratiflau to in-

timate hisintention of invefting him with the title of

Prince of the Empire, which the Duke declined ac-
cepting, until the Queen interpofed her authority at

the defire of Leopold.

§ XVI. The Allies advanced within a_league of
Augfburgh, and though they found the Elector of
Bavaria too fecurely pofted under the cannon of that
city, to be diflodged or attacked with any profpeét
of fuccefs, they encamped with Friedburgh in their
centre, fo asto cut off all communication between
him and his dominions. The Duke of Marlborough
having reduced him to this fituation, propofed very
advantageous terms of peace, provided he would
abandon the French intereft, and join the imperi-
alifts in Italy.” His fubjes feeing themfelvesat the
mercy of the Allies, prefied him to comply with thefe
offers, rather than expofe his country to ruin and
defolation. A negociation was begun, and he
feemed ready to fign the articles, when hearing that
Marefchal Tallard had paffed the Black Foreft, to
join him with a great body of forces, he declared,
that fince the King of France had made fuch power-
ful efforts to fupport him, he thoughthimfelf obliged
in honour to continue firm in his alliance. The
Generals of the Allies were fo exafperated at this dif-
appointment, that they fent out detachments to ra-

vage the country of Bavaria, asfar as Munich: up-
/ c4 wards
‘s
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B 0.0 K with fuch impetuofity, andfo terribly galled in flank
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by the troops pofted at Blenheim, that tbey fell in
diforder, and part of them repafled the rivulet: but
2 reinforcement of dragoons coming up,-:_th_e French
cavalry were broke in their turn, and;drxv_en to the
very edges of the village of Blenhexm.‘ The left .
wing of the Confederates being, now completely -
formed, afcended the hillin a firm compacted body,
charging the enemy’s horfe, which could no longer
ftand their ground, but rallied feveral times as they
gave way. Tallard, in order to make a vigorous
effort, ordered ten battalions to fill up the  intervals

‘of his cavalry. The Duke, perceiving his defign,

fent three battalions of the troops of Zell to fuftain
his horfe. Neverthelefs, the line was a little difor-
dered by the prodigious fire from the French infan-
try, and even obliged to recoil about {ixty paces:
but the Confederates advancing to the charge with
redoubled ardour, routed the French horfe; .and
their battalions being thus abandoned, were cut in
pieces. Tallard, having rallied his broken cavalry
behind fome tents that were ftill ftanding, refolved
to draw off the troops he had pofted in the village
of Blenheim, and fent an Aide-du-Camp to Marfin,
who was with the Eleétor of Bavaria on the left, to
defire he would face the Confederates with fome
troops to the right of the village of Oberklau, {o as
to keep them in play, and favour the retreat of the
forces from Blenheim. That officer affured him, he
was {o far from being in a condition to fpare troops,
that he could hardly maintain his ground. = The
fate of the day was now more than half decided.
The#French cavalry being vigoroufly attacked in
flank were totally defeated. Part of them endea-
voured to gain the bridge which they had thrown
over the Danube between Hochftadt and Blenheim s
but they were fo clofely purfued, that thofe who
efcaped the {laughter threw them{elves into the river,
where they perithed, Tallard, being furrounded,

was
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was taken near a mill behind the village of Sonde-cnu a p.
ren, together with the Marquis de Montperouz, VII.
General of horfe, the Major-Generals de Seppeville, Srre
de Silly, de la Valiere, and many other officers of
diftinétion. Whilft thefe occurrences paffed on the
left wing, Marfin’s quarters at the village of Oberk-
lau, in the censre, were attacked by ten battalions, -
under the Prince of Holftein-beck, who pafled the
rivulet with undaunted refolution: but, before he
could form his men on the other fide, he was over-
powered by numbers, mortally wounded, and taken
prifoner. His battalions being fupported by fome
Danifh and Hanoverian cavalry, renewed the charge,
and were again repulfed: at length the Duke of
Marlborough in perfon brought up fome frefh fgua-
drons from the body of referve, and compelled the
enemy to retire. By this time Prince Eugene had
obliged the left wing of the enemy to give ground,
after having furmounted a great number of difficul-
ties, fuftained a very obitinate oppofition, and feen
his cavalry, in which his chief ftrength feemed to lie,
three times repulfed. = The Duke of Marlborcugh
had no fooner defeated the right wing, than he made
a difpofition to reinforce the Prince, when he un-
derftood from an Aide-du-Camp, that his Highnefs
had no occafion for afliftance; and that the Elector,
with Monfieur de Marfin had abandoned Oberklau
and Luteingen. * They were purfued as far as the
villages of Morfelingen and Teiffenhoven, from
whence they retreated to Dillingen and Lawingen.
The Confederates being now maiters of the field of
battle, furrounded the viliage of Blenheim, in which,

- as we have already obferved, feven-and-twentypbat-
talions ‘and twelve fquadrons were pofted. Thefe
troops, feeing themfelves cut off from all commu-
nication with the reft of their army, and defpairing
of being able to force their way through the Allies,
capitulated ‘about eight in the evening, laid down
their arms, delivered their colours and 1"tamdardsci

: : an
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B ook borough, with Prince Eugene, encamped at Croon.
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Weiflenburgh, to cover the enterprize. By this time
Ulm had furrendered to Thungen, even before the
trenches were opened.  Villeroy advanced with his
army towards Landau, as if he had intended to at-
tack the Confederates; but retired: without having
made any attempt for the relief of the place, which
was defended with the moft obftinate valour till the
twenty-third day of November, when the befiegers
having lodged themfelves on the counterfcarp, the
breaches being practicable, and the difpofitions made
for a general affault, the garrifon capitulated upon
honourable conditions. The King of the Romans '
had arrived in the camp, that he might have the
credit of taking the place, the command of which
he beftowed on the Count de Frize, who had before
defended it with equal courage and ability. »

' § XIX. The next enterprize which the Confede-
rates undertook, was the fiege of Traerbach. The-
Hereditary Prince of Hefle-Caflel being entrufted
with the direction of the attacks, invefted the caftle
in the beginning of November. Though it was
ftrongly fortified, and well defended, he carried on
his operations with fuch fpirit and afliduity, thatin
about fix weeks the garrifon furrendered the place on
honourable terms. . In the mean time the Duke -of
Marlborough repaired to Berlin, where he negoci-
ated for a reinforcement of eight thoufand Pruflians,
to ferve under Prince Eugene in Italy during the
next campaign. Thence he proceeded to the Court
of Hanover, where, as inall other places, he was
recetved with particular marks of diftinétion. When
he arrived at the Hague, ‘he was congratulated by
the States-General on his victories at Schellenberg -
and Blenhetm, and as much confidered in Holland
as if he had been actually Stadtholder.. He had re-
ceived 2 {econd letter from the Ewperor, couched
in the warmeft terms of acknowledgment, and was
declared Prince of the Empire. In December he

I embarked



embarked for England, where he found the peopleinc y A P.
atranfport of joy, and was welcomed as a hero who *VIIIL.
“had retrieved the glory of the nation.

§ XX. InFlanders, nothing of moment was exe-
cuted, except the bombardment of Bruges and
Namur by Baron Spaar, with nine thoufand Dutch
troops; and two attempts upon the French lines,
which were actually penetrated by Auverquerque,
though he was not able to maintain the footing he
had gained.* The Ele&or of Bavaria, who had re-
tired to Bruffels after his dcfeat, formed a {fcheme
for furprizing the Dutch General at the end of the
campaign, and affembled all his troops at Tirle-
mont: but the French Court, apprehenfive of his -
temerity, fent Villeroy to watch his conduét, and

- prevent his hazarding an engagement, except with
a fair profpect of advantage. The Marefchal, find-
ing him determined to give battle at all events, re-
. prefented the improbability of* fucceeding againft an
enemy fo advantageoufly pofled ; and the ill confe-
quences of a repulfe: but, finding the Elector deaf
to all his remonftrances, he flatly 1efufed to march,
and produced the King’s order to avoid an engage-
.ment. In Italy the French met with no oppoﬁnon
The Duke of Savoy, being unable to face the enemy
in the field, was obliged to lic ina&tive. He faw
the Duke de Vendome reduce Vercelli and Ivrea,
and undertake the fiege of Verac; while he pofted
his little army on ‘the other fide of the Po, at Cre-
fcentino, where he had a bridge of communication,
by which he fupplied the place occafionally withfrefh
troops and provifion. The place held out five
months, againft all the efforts of the French Gene-
ral: at length, the communication being cut off,
the Duke of Savoy retired to Chivas. He bore his
misfortunes with great equanimity; and told the
Englith minifter, that though he was abandoned by
the Allies, he would never abandon himfelf. The
- Emperor had negleéted Italy, that he might aétwith
; more

1704
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B 0 0K more vigour againft Ragotfki and the Hungarian
. malcontents, over whom he obtained feveral advan-
"’:;g;“ tages; notwithftanding which they continued fof"fm«
" dable, from their number, bravery, and relolution.
The minifters of the Allies prefled Leopold to enter
into a negociation for a peace with thofe rebels; and
conferences were opened: but he'was not fincerely
difpofed to an accommodation, and Ragotfki aiined
at the principality of Tran{ylvania, which the Court
of Vienna would not cafily relinquifh. * The "Em-
peror was not a little alarmed by a revolution at the
Ottoman Port, until the new Sultan difpatched a
Chiaus to Vienna, with an affurance that he would
give no afliftance to the malcontents of Hungary.
In Poland, the diet being aflembled by the Cardi-
nal-Primate, Staniflaus Lezinfki, Palatine of Poi-
nania, was ele¢ted and proclaimed King, and recog-
nized by Charles of Sweden, who ftill maintained
his army by contributions in that country, more in-
tent upon the ruin of Auguftus than upon the pre-
fervation of his own dominions; for he paid no re-
. gard to the progrefs of the Mufcovites, who had
ravaged Livonia, reduced Narva, and made incur-
fions* into Sweden. Auguftus iretreated into his
Saxon dominions, which he impoverithed, in order
torraife a great army, with which he might return .
to: Poland; the Pope efpoufed the intereft of this
new convert, fo far as to cite the Cardinal-Primate |
to-appear at Rome, and give an account of the
thare he had my the Polith troubles. The Proteftants
ofthe Convennois; deriving courage from defpair, -
became fo troublefome to the governmentof France,
that Louis was obliged to treat them with lenity : he
_fent‘ Marefchal Villars againft them with a freth re=
m'forcemcnt; but at the fame time furnithed him
with*inftrudtions to treat for an accommodation.
This officer immediately commenced a negociation
with Cavalier, the chief of the revolters; and a for-
mal treaty was concluded, by which - they ‘were
: ; By indulged

o
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“commanded by Colonel Stanhope, were made

prifoners of war. 'The next place he befieged was

Caftle Davide, which met with the fame fate. On

the other hand, the Marquis Das Minas, in order

to make a diverfion, entered Spain with fifteen

thoufand men, took Fuente Grimaldo, in Caftile,
by affault, defeated a body of French and Spaniards.

commanded by Don Ronquilio, and made himfelf

mafter of Manfeinto. The weather growing ex-
ceflively hot, Philip fent his troops into quarters of

vefrefhment: and the Allies followed his example. -

Dukg Schomberg finding his advice very little re-
garded by the Portuguefe miniftry ;- and feeing very

Englith and Dutch troops, arrived at Lifbon on the

thirtieth day of July. About the latter end of

September, the two Kings repaired to the camp
near Almeda, refolving to invade Caftile: but they
found the river Agueda fo well guarded by the
Duke of Berwick, that they would not attempt a:
paflage. They, therefore, retired into the terri-
tories of Portugal, and the army was put intos
winter-quarters.. The Spaniards were now fo weak-
~ened, by detachments fent with the Marquis de
Villadarias, towards Gibraltar, that the Duke of
Berwick could not execure any fcheme of import-

ance during the remaining part of the campaign.
“§ XXIL The arms of

fortunate by fea than they h
hvbe.. Sir George Rooke
‘Clales at Lifbon, fent 3

Cape Spartell, under the command of Rear Admiral

Diikes, who, on the twelfth of March, engaged
and took three ‘Spanifh

ad been upon the Da-

. Rooke received orders

2 ~ from.
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England were not lefs.

having landed King
{quadron to cruife off

Ihips of war, bound from

- little profpect of fuccefs, defired leave to refign his.
command, which the Queen beftowed upon the
Earl of Galway, who, with a reinforcement of

l




froth the Queen to fail to the relief of Nice and cma ».
- Villa: Franca, which were threatened with a fiege VL
by the Duke de Vendome: at the fame time he "
was prefled by King Charles to execute a fcheme
upon Barcelona, projected by the Prince of Hefie
d’Armftadt, who declared his opinion, that the
Catalonians would declare for the Houfe of Auftria,
as foon as they fhould be affured of proper fupport
" and protection.  The miniftry of England under-
ftanding thae the French were employed in equip-
ping a ftrong {quadron at Breft, and judging it
was deftined to act in the Mediterranean, fent out
~ Sir Cloudefley Shovel with a confiderable fleet, to
watch the motions of the Breft fquadrén ; and he
“was provided with inftructions how to act, in cafe
_it (hould be failed to the Mediterranean. Mean-
~ while, Sir George Rooke, in compliance with the
entreaties of King Charles, failed with the tranfports
|  under his convoy to Barcelocna, and on the eigh-
teenth of May appeared before the city. Next day,
the troops were landed by the Prince of Hefle; to
the number of two thoufand, and the Dutch ketches
bombarded the place: but by this time the Governor
had fecured the chiefs of the Auftrian party; and
the people exhibiting. no marks of attachment .to
+King Charles, the Prince re-embarked his foldiers,
from an apprehenfion of their being attacked and
overpowered by fuperior numbers. On the fixteenth-
" day of Jume Sir George Rooke, being joined by
Sir Cloudefley Shovel, refolved to proceed up the
Mediterranean in queft of the French fleet, which
had failed thither from Breft, and which Rooke
‘had aétvally difcovered, in the preceding month,
‘on their voyage to Toulon. On the feventeenth
_day of July the Admiral called a council of war in
the Road of Tetuan, when they refolved to malke
an attempt upon Gibraltar, which was but {lenderly
provided with a garrifon. Thither they failed, and
on the twenty-firft day of the month the Prince of
' D Hefle

1704,
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BOO k Hefle landed on the ifthmus with eighteen hundred
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“marines: then he fummoned the Governor to fur-.
render, and was anfwered, that the place would be
defended to the laft extremity. Next day the Ad-
miral gave orders for cannonading the town: per-
ceiving that the enemy were driven from their
fortifications at the fouth mole-kead, he com-
manded Captain Whitaker to arm all the boats,
and affault that quarter. The Captains Hicks and
Jumper, who happened to be neareft the mole,
immediately manned their pinnaces, and entered
the fortifications fword in hand, The Spaniards
{prung a mine, by which two lieutenants, and about
a hundred men, were killed or wounded. = Never-
thelefs, the two caprains took poffeffion of a plat-
form, and kept their ground until they were fuf-
tained by Captain Whitaker, and the reft of the
feamen, who took by ftorm a redoubt between the
moic and the town. Thenthe Governor capitulated;
and the Prince of Hefle entered the place, amazed
at the fuccefs of this attempt, confidering the
#rength of the fortifications, which might have been
defended by fifty men againft a numerous army.

§ XXIII. A fufficient garrifon being left with:
his Highnefs, the Admiral returned to Tetuan, to
take in wood and water; and when he failed, on
the ninth day of Auguft, he defcried the French
ficet, to which he gave chafe with all the fail he
could fpread. On the thirteenth he came up with
it, as it lay in a line off Malaga ready to receive
him, to the number of two-and-fifty great {hips,,
and four-and-twenty ealleys, under the command
of the Count de Tholoufe, H igh-admiral of France,
with the inferior flags of the white and blue divifions.
The, Englifh feet confifted of three-and-fifty thips:
pfctr}c line, exclufive of frigates, but they were
xmerx?,_r to the French in number of guns and  men;
as wei as in weight of metal, and altogether un-
provided of gallies, frosm which the enemy, reaped

’ gr‘(’;lt;
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B O OK in September, and was received by'the.,‘ﬂfini_ﬁ'ry,
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and the people in general, with thofe marks ot

efteem and veneration which were due to his long
{ervices and fignal fuccefs: but he was ftll perfe-
cuted with a fpirit of envy and detraction. Philip,
King of Spain, alarmed at the reduction of Gibral-
tar, fent the Marquis de Villadarias with an army

to retake it. The ficge lafted four months, during
which the Prince of Heffe exhibited many fhining
proofs of courage and ability. The place was fup--

plied with men and provifions by convoys from Lif-
bon, uatil Monfieur de Pointis put a ftop to that
communication, by entering the bay with a ftrong

fquadron: but he was obliged to retire at the ap-

proach of Sir John Leake and Admiral Vander-
duflfen; and the Marquis de Villadarias, having

made little or no progrefs on land, thought proper -

to abandon the enterprife.
§ XX1V. The Parliament of England meeting

on the twenty-ninth. day of O&ober, the Queen, in

“ her fpeech, obferved, that the great and remarkable
fuccefs with which God had bleflfed her arms pro- -

duced unanimous joy and fatistattion through all

parts of the kingdom; and that a timely irnprovc—- i

ment of the prefent advantages would enable her to

procure alafting foundation of fecurity for England, |

as well as afirm fupport for the liberty of Europe.
She declared her intention was to be kind and in-
dulgent to all her fubjects. She expreffed her hope
tlflftt they would do nothing to endanger the lofs of
this opportunity; and that there would be no con-
tention among them, but an emulation to promote
the public welfare. Congratulatory addreffes were
voted and prefented by both Houfes. = They were

equalin their profeffions of duty and affeétion to

the Queen; but the addreffes imbibed a very dif-
ferent colour from the different fanctions by which

the two Houfes were influenced. The Lords con-
gratulated her on the great and glorious fuccefs of

" her
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BO OK faid on both fides of the queftion. For the infor-
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mation and fatisfaftion of her Majefty the fubje&t
was again difcuffed, and all the arguments being re-
peated, the bill was reje¢ted by a majority of ‘one-
and-twenty voices. The next fubjeét on which the
Houfe of Lords employed their attention, was the
late condut of the Scottith Parliament. The Lord
Haverfham ina fet {peech, obferved, that the fet-
tlement of the fucceflion in Scotland had been poft-
poned, partly becaufe the miniftry for that kingdom
were weak and' divided ; partly from a received opi-
nion that the fucceflion was never fincerely and cor-
dially intended by thofe who managed the affairs of
Scotland in the cabinet council. ~He expatiated on
the bad confequences that might attend the aét of
fecurity, which heftiled a bill of exclufion; and par-
ticularly mentioned that claufe by which the heritors
and boroughs were ordajned to exercife their fen-
cible men every month.: He faid the nobility and
gentry of Scotland were as learned and brave as any
nation in Europe, and generally difcontented: that -

. the common people were very numerous, very ftout,

and very poor; and he afked who was the man that
could tell what fuch a multitude, fo armed, ‘and 10
difciplined, might do under fuch leaders; eould op-
portunities {uit their intention. . He recommended
thefe circumftances to the confideration of the Houfe,
and concluded with thefe words of Lord Bacon, < Let
“ men beware how they neglet or {uffer matter of
¢ troubles to be prepared; for no man can forbid
< the fparks that may fetall on fire)”” “The Lords
refolved to confider thefe fubjects on the twentys:
ninth day of November; when the Queen repaired
to the Houfe of Peers to hear the debates, and by
;hCl‘ prefence moderate the heat of both" parties.
The Earl of Nottingham reflected fofeverely on the
memory of King William, that he would have been
fent to ltl}e Tower, ' had not the Lords declined any
fuch motion’ out of refpe to hernMajefty,  After

| ~ much
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wmuch -declamation on  the Scottifi act. of fecurity, ¢ 1 A ».
‘the'grand cammittée of. the Peers, by theadvice of VI
Lord Wharton;.refolved, That the Queen thould: be R
-enabled by att of Parliament on the part of Eng- o
land, to name commiffioners to treat about an union
‘withScotland, provided that the Parliament of Scot-
land fhould fitf} appoint commiffioners on their part
-for the fame purpofe : That no Scotfmen fhould en-
joy the privi’fl;gcs of Englithmen, except fuchaswere
fettled in England; Ireland, and the Plantations, and
fuch as were or might be in the fea, or land-fervice,
~until an union could be effe@ed, or the fucceflion
fettled “as in England : That the traffick by cartle
from Scotland to England fhould be prevented ;
‘That the Lord Admiral fthould iffue orders for
taking fuch veflels as fhould be found trading from
Scotland to France, or to the ports of any of her
Majefty’s enemies; and that care fthould be taken to
prevent the exportation of Englith wool into Scot-
land.. On thefe refolutions a bill was formed for an
entire union, and paffed the Houfe on the twentieth
day of December. The Lords prefented an addrefs
to the Queen, reprefenting that they: had duly
weighed the ‘dangerous and pernicious effects that
were likely to be produced by divers aéts of Parlia-
ment lately paffed in Scotland: That they were of
opinion the fafety of the kingdom required that
fpeedy and effectual orders thould be given to put
Newcatftle in a pofture of defence, to fecure the port
of Tinmouth, and repair the fortifications of Hull
and Carlifle. They hkewife advifed her Majefty to
give directions for difciplining the militia of the four
northern counties; for providing them with arms
andamimunition; for maintaining a competent nums=
ber of regular troops on the northern borders- of
England, as well as in the north of Ireland; ‘and for
putting the laws in execution againft Papifts. The
Queen promifed that a furvey fhould be made of
the places they had mentioned, and laid beﬁ;re lghe‘
) o arlia-
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B0 0 K Parliament ; -and that the would give the neceffary
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. direCtions upon the other articles of the addrefs..
The Commons fecemed to concur with the Lords in

" their fentiments of the Scotiifh aét of fecurity. They
" refolved, that a bill thould be brought in for the

efetual fecuring the kingdom of England from the
apparent dangers that might arife from feveral acs

lately paffed in the Parliament of Scotland ; and this
was formed on nearly the fame refolutions which had

been taken in the Upper Houfe. The bill {ent
down by the Lords, was thrice read, and ordered to
lie upon the table: but they pafled their own, totake
effeét at Chriftmas, provided before that time the

Scots thould not fettle the fuccefion.  When it was
offered to the Lords, they paffed it without any

amendment, contrary to the expeétation and eveh
to the hope of fome members who were no friends
to the Houfe of Hanover, and firmly believed the
Lords would have treated this bill with the fame

“contempt which had been manifefted for that which

they had fent down to the Commons. . ;
§ XXVIL The Duke of Marlborough at his firft
appearance in the Houfe after his return to Englrnd,

- was honoured with a very extraordinary eulogium,

pronounced by the Lord-Keeper, in the name of the

Peers of England; and a compliment of the fame

nature was prefented to him by a committee of the

Houfe of Commons.  Docor Delaune, Vice-chan-

cellor of Oxford, accompanied by the principal
members of the Univerfity, attended the Queen with
anaddrefs of congratulation upon the fuccefs of her

arms in Germany, under the admirable conduét and

invincible courage of the Duke of Marlborough;
and at fea, under the moft brave and faichful Ad-
miral Sir George Rooke. He received a civil anfwer
from her Majefty, though now fhe took umbrage at
Rooke’s being raifed upon a level with the Duke of
Marlborough, whofe great victories had .captivatéd.

her adminiftration, and whofe wifc had alienated her
affection -
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Iief. The Upper Houfe paffed fix different refolu- ¢ 11 a p.
tions againft the conduct of the Commons, as being VILL
. an obftruttion to juftice, and contrary to ‘Magna s
Charta.  The Lower Houfe demanded a conference, 7%
- in which they infifted upon the fole right of determin=
ing clections : they affirmed, that they only could
- Judge who had a right of voting ; and that they were
Judges of their own privileges, ' which the Lords
could not intermeddie. e Rt
-§ XXVIE The Upper Houfe demanded 2 free
conference, which proved ineffe@tual. New refolu-
tions were taken by the Cominons, diametrically op-
pofite to thofe of the Peers, who, on the other hand,
attended the Queen with a long reprefentaticn of all
the particulars relating to this affair. They affirmed
that the ~proceedings of the Houfe of Commons
againit the Aylefbury men weré wholly new and un-
precedented : that! it was' the birthright of every
Englifhman, 'who apprehénded himfElf injured, to
feek for redrefs in her Majefty’s Courts of Juftice :
that if any power could controul this right, and pre-
feribe when he thould, and when he fhould not, be
allowed the benefit of the laws, he ceafed to be 2
freeman, and his liberty and property were preca-
rious.. They requefted; therefore, that no confidera-
tion whatever thould' prevail with her Majefty to
fufferan obftrution to the knowna courfe of Juftice :
but that fhe would be pleafed to give eFectual orders
for the immediate ifliing of the Writs of Error.
The Queen affured them that the would have com-
plied with their requeft; but, finding an abfolute.
neceffity for putting an immediate end to this feflion,
fhe knew there could be no further proceedings on
that matter. . Onthe very day, which was the four-
teenth of March; the went to the’ Houfe of Lords,
and pafled the bills'that were ready for the Royal
affent, Then fhe thanked the Parliament for having
difpatched the publick bufinefs: fhe warned them to-
avoid the fatal effeéts of animofity and diffenfion :
' ‘ : and









8

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.,

5 0 0 K cerning the eletions of officers of ftate, and the res

102
Qa—;/—-l
1704.

obitrud the fettlment of the fucceffion ; and with

anlalGmdf  COMmmETEs, shibdiuai .t iTns et
XX X. The chief aim of the Cavaliers was to
that view they pretled the project of limitations, to
which they knew the Court would never. a:ifent.- A
motion being made, to grant the firft reading to an
act of commiffion for a treaty with England, the

Duke of Hamilton; infifted on the limitations, and

avote being {lated in thefe terms, Proceed to con-
« fider the a& for.a treaty of lumitation,” the latter
was carried in favour of . the Cavaliers. On the
twenty-fecond day of Auguft.an act for this purpofe
was approved; ‘and next day an act for a triennial
Parliament, which the Coustiers were enabled to
defeat. They likewife paficd an act, ordaining, That
the Scottithambafiadors reprefenting Scotland,thould
be prefent when the Sovereign might have occafion

‘to treat with foreign Princes and States, and be ac-

countable to the Parliament of Scorland. Fletcher,
of Saltoun, prefented a fcheme of limitations that -
favoured ftrongly of Republican principles. He af-
terwards enlarged upon every article, endeavouring
to prove that they were abiolutely neceffary to pre-
vent the confequences of Englith influence; to
enable the nation to defend its rights and. liberties :
to deter, Minifters of State from giving bad advice |
totheir Sovereign; to preferve the Courts of Judi- |
cature frotn corruption, and fcreen the people from
tyranny and oppreflion. The Eart of Stair having: -f
argued againft thefe limitations, Fletcher replied,
<« It was no wonder he oppofed the {cheme; for,:
¢ had fuchan act fubfifted, his Lordfhip would have
<< been hanged for the bad counfel he had given to
¢¢ King James; for the concern he had in the mal-
« facre of Glencoe; and for his condu& fince the .
¢ Revolution.” The next fubje&t on which the
Parliament deliberated was the confpiracy. A mo-
tion being made that the Houfe might kmow what

: anfwer
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anfwer the Queen had returned to their addréfs inc AP,
the laft feffion, the Chancellor delivered to the Clerk- VHE

Regifter the papers relating to the plot, that they e,
might be perufed by the members : but thefe being
copies, and the evidences remaining at London, no
further progrefs was made in the affair. Yet the
Duke of Atholy in a diftinét narrative of the pre-
tended confpiracy, boldly accufed the Duke of
Queenfberry of having endeavoured to miflead the
Queen by falfe infinuations againft her good fubjects.
When the at for a treaty of union fell under confi-
deration, a draft for that purpofe, prefented by the
Farl of Mar, was compared with the Englith act,
importing, That the Queen fhould name and ap-
point not only the Commiflioners for England, but
likewife thofe for Scotland. = Fletcher did not fail to
inveigh againft the imperious conduct of the Englifh
Parliament in this affair. He exhorted the Houfe
to refent fuch treatment, and offered the draft of an
addrefs to her Majefty on the fubject; but this the
" Houfe rejefted. Duke Hamilton propofed that a
claufe might be added to the act, importing, That
the union thould no ways derogate from any funda-
mental laws, ancient privileges, offices, rights, liber-
ties, and dignities of the Scottifh nation. - This oc-
cafioned a long debate 5 and a queftion being put,
was carried in the negative. Another claufe was
propofed, that the Scottifh Commiffioners fhould
not begin to treat until the Englith Parliament
fhould have refcinded their claufe, enating, That
the fubjects of Scotland fhould be adjudged and
taken as aliens after the twenty-fifth day of Decem-
ber. ‘The Courtiers, confidering the temper of the
Houfe, would not venture to oppofe this motion
dire@ly, but propofed that the claufe thould be
formed into a feparate act; and the ‘expedient was
approved. Though the Duke of Athol entered
a vigorous proteft, to which the greater part of the

Cavaliers  and all the' Squadrone adhered, compre--
WO IR hending
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rons, and eighteen Boroughs, _the aét for the treaty
of union was, after much altercation, finithed, em-
powering Commiflioners to meet and treat of an
union; but reftraining them from treating of any
alterations of the Church-government as by law
eftablifhed. ~ Whilft this important fubje¢t was under
confideration, the Duke of Hamilton, to the amaze-

out of the Houfe ina tranfport of indignation, ex-

* claiming that they were deferted and balely betrayed

by the Duke of Hamilton. A very hot debate en-
fued, in the courfe of which the Duke was feverely

handled by thofe whom he had hitherto conducted: -

but, atlength, the queftion being put, Whether the
nomination fhould be left to the Queen or to. the
Parliament;" the Duke’s motion was approved by a

very fmall majority. He afterwards excufed himfelf
for his defeftion, by faying, he faw it was in |
vain to contend ; and that fince the Court had
acquireda great majority, he thought he might be i
allowed to pay that compliment to his Sovereign. He

was defirous of being in the commiffion, sand: the

Duke of Argyle promifed he fhould be nominated. i
The Queen refufing to honour him with that mark |
of diftin@ion, Argyle would not fuffer himfelf to be
named, and threatened to oppofe the union: but
means were found to appeafe his refentment. Tw0 {
drafts of an addrefs being prefented by the Earl of |
Sutherland and Fletcher of Saltoun, befeeching her |

Majefty to ufe her endeavours with the Parliament

of England to refeind that part of their A& which' |

declared the fubje@ts of Scotland aliens; and an
overture of 2 bill being offered, ordaining that the
Scottith Commiffioners fhould. not eriter upon the

treaty of union until that claufe fhould be repealeds

the Courtiers moved; that the Parliament fhould

proceed |

1

ment of his whole party, moved that the nomina- |
~ tion of the Commiffioners thould be left to the |
Queen. Fourteen or fifteen of the Cavaliers ran

.




RTINS N B 51
proceed by way of order to their "commiffioners; ¢ i1 A .
and by addrefs to her Majefty. = After fome debate, V1L
the Houfe affenting to this propofal, the order and“~7=
addrefs were drawn up and dpproved. The great
and weighty affair of the treaty being at length
‘happily tranfaéted, though not without a proteft by

Athol and his adherents, the Parliament granted a

fupply of fifty thoufand pounds, and the Houfe was
" adjourned to the twentieth day of December : then

the Queen declaring the Earl of Mar Secretary of -
State in the room of the Marquis of Annandale,

who was appointed Lord-Prefident of the Council.

- § XXXI.  In Ireland the Parliament met at
Dublin on the fifth day of March, and voted one
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds for the {fupport

-of the neceflary branches of the eftablithment. A
difpute arofe between the Commons and the Lower
Houfe of Convocation, relating to the tithes of
hemp and flax, afcertained in a claufe of a bill for
the better improvement of the hempen and flaxen

“manufaétures of the kingdom. The Lower Houfe

-of Convocation prefented a memorial againft this,
claufe as prejudicial to the rights and properties of
the clerey.  The Commons voted the perfonwho
brought 1t in guilty of a breach of privilege: and
ordered him to be taken into cuftody. Then they -
refolved, That the Convccation were guilty of

“contempt and breach of the privilege of that Houfe.
The Convocation prefuming to juftify their me-

morials, the Commons voted, That all matters
telating to it thould be razed out of the journals

‘and books of Convocation. The Duke of Ormond;
dreading the ‘confequences of fuch heats; adjourned
the Parliament to the firft day o_f May, when the
Houfes mecting again, came to fome refolutions
that refleted obliquely on the Convocation, as
énemies to her Majefty’s government and the Pro-
teftant fucceflion. The clergy, ip order to acquit
thémfelves of all fufpicion, refolved in their turn,
- E 2 : "FThat
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Bro o K That the Church and nation had been happily de-
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livered from popery and tyranny by King William

’ at the Revolution : That the continuance of el
~ bleflings were due (under God) to the aufpicious

reign and happy government of her Majefty Queen
Anne: That the future fecurity and prefervation of
the Church and nation depended wholly (under
God) on the fucceflion of the Crown as fettled by
law in the Proteftant line : That if any Clergyman -

fhould by word or writing declare any thing in op-

pofition to thefe refolutions, they fhould look upon
him as a fower of divifions among the Proteftants,
and an énemy to the conftitution. They levelled
another refolution againft the Prefbyterians, import-

ing, That to teach or to preach againft the doétrine, :
government, rites, or ceremonies of the Church, or
to maintain {chools or feminaries for the education

of youth, in principles contrary to thofe of the

eftablithed Church, was a contempt of the eccle-
fiaftical laws of the kingdom; of pernicious con-
fequence ; and ferved only to continue and widen

the unhappy -fchifms and divifions in the nation.

In June the Parliament was prorogued to the {fame
month of the following year: then the Duke of

Ormond embarked for England, leaving the, admi-

niftration in the hands of Sir Richard Cox, Lord-
chancellor, and Lord Cutts, the commander in
chief of the Queen’s forces, who were appointed
Lords-Juftices during the Duke’s abfence.

§ XXXIL During thefe tranfactions in Great-
Britain and Ireland, the Allies had not been remifs in
their preparations for the enfuing campaign.. The
Duke of Marlborough had fixed upon the Mofelle.
for the feene of aétion ; and magazines of all forts
were formed at Triers. On-the‘thirteenth day of |
Marcl} the Duke embarked for Holland, where he
prevailed upon the States-General to contribute
their troops for the execution of his project. Having
concerted with the deputies of the States and the

Dutch
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Durch Generals the neceffary meafures for opening C H A p,
the campaign, he fet out for Maeftricht, inorder VHI.
to affemble his army. On the fifth day of May the \':?:5'“"
Emperor Leopold died at Vienna, and' was fuc-
ceeded “on the Imperial throne by his eldeft fon
Jofeph, King of the Romans, a Prince who re-
tembled his fafher in meeknefs of difpofition, nar-
rownefs of intelle&, and bigotry to the Romifh reli-
gion. On the fifteenth of June the Englith troops
pafied the Maefe, and continued their march towards
the Mofclle, under the command of General Church-
Ul; and the Duke fet out for Cruetznach, to confer
with Prince Louis of Baden, who excufed himfelf
on pretence of being much indifpofed. Marlborough
vifited him at Raftadt, where in a conference they
refolyed that a fufficient number of German troops
thould be left for the fecurity of the lines of Lauter-
burg and Stolhofen, under the command of General
Thungen, and that Prince Louis of Baden fhould
march with a large detachment towards the Saar,
to act in concert with the Duke of Marlborough.
The confederate army paffed the Mofelle and the
Saar in the beginning of June, and encamped at
Elft in fight of the enemy, who retired with great
precipitation, and entrenched themfelves in the
neighbourhood of Coningfmarcheren. The Duke’s
defign was to befiege Saar-Louis; but Prince Louis
failed in the performance of his engdgement: he
feigned himfelf fick, and repaired to the bath at
Schlangenbade, leaving the {mall number of Im-
perial troops he conducted as far as Cruetznach,
under the command of the Count de Frize. He
-was fufpected of treachery ; but probably acted from
envy of the Duke’s military reputation *,

* The Duke of Marlborough finding himfelf obliged to retreat,
fent anote with a trumpeter to Villars, containing an apology for
decamping.—¢¢ Do me the juftice (faid he) to believe that my retreat

¢ s entirely owing ta the failure of the Prince of Baden ; but that
¢ my cfteem for you is fill greater than my refentment of his con-

s dugt,™
E' 3 § XXXIIL
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§ XXXII While this nobleman fuftained fuch
a mortifying difappointment on the Mofelle, the
French did not fail to make advantage of their
{fuperiority in the Netherlands, where General D’ Au-
verquerque was obliged to ftand on the defenfive.
They invefted Huy, and carried on their operations
fo vigoroufly, thatin a few days the garrifon were
obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners of war:
then Villeroy undertook  the reduction “of Liege,
and attually began his works before the citadel.
Marlborough was no fooner informed of the enemy’s
progrefs than he marched to Triers, where, in a
council, it was refolved that the army fhould return
to the Netherlands. The troops were in motion on
the nineteenth of June, and marched with fuch .
expedition, that they pafled the Maefe on the firft
day of July. Villeroy having received advice of the
Duke’s approach, abandoned his enterprize, and
retired to Tongeren, from whence he retreated
within his lines, that reached from Marche aux
Dames on the Meufe, along the Mehaigne, as far
as Lenuive. Marlborough having joined D’Au-
verquerque, f{ent General Scholten with a detach-
ment to inveft Huy, and inafew days the garrifon
furrendered at difcretion. The Englith General,
refolving to ftrike fome ftroke of ‘importance that
fhould atone for his difappointment on the Mofelle,
fent General Hompefch to the States, with a pro-
pofal for attacking the French lines; and obtained
their permiffion to do whatever he fhould think pro-
per for the good of thé common caufe.’ Then he
explained the fcheme in two fucceflive councils of
war, by which, at’ length, it was approved and
refolved upon, though fome Dutch Generals declared
themfelves againft the undertaking. The enemy
were polted along the lines, amounting to one hun-
dred battalions and one hundred and’ forty-fix
{quadrons,  The allied army did not much exceed
- Inorder to divide them, D'Auver-
R ; : querque
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8 o ox heapof ftandards, four colours, one pair of kettle~
I. drums, and ten pieces of cannon. In the action,

e ]
705+

et

as the Duke of Marlborough advanced to the

raifing himfelf on his firrups to ftrike with the

greater advantage, he fell from his horfe, and was

immediately flain. i e
§ XXXIV. The body of troops commanded by

‘Monfieur D'Alegre being thus defeated with little

or no lofs to the Confederates, the Elector of Ba-

varia and the Marefchal de Villeroy paffed the

great Geete and the Deule, with great expedition,
and took- pofleflion of the ftrong camp at Parck,

charge at the head of feveral fquadrons, a Bavarian
officer rode up to attack him fword in hand; but in

their left-extending to Roofelaer, and their right to
. Winefelen againft the height of Louvain. Nextday: |
the Duke of Marlborough marching through the -

plain of Parck, took twelve hundred prifoners, who

* could not keep pace with the reft of the' enemy’s
forces; and in the evening he encamped with the -

right at the abbey of Vlierfbech, and the left before
Bierbeck, under the cannon of ILouvain. He de-
tached Lieutenant-General Henkelum, the Duke of

Wirtemberg, and Count Oxienftiern; with' a con+
fiderable body of forces, to attack fome pofts on
the Deule, which were flenderly guarded.  Their

advanced guard accordingly paffed the river, and
repulled the enemy; but for want of timely fup-
port, they were obliged to pafs it and retire. On
the third of Auguft Baron Spaar, with a body of
Dutch troops, marched to Raboth on the canal of
Bruges, forced the French lines at Lovendegen,
and took four forts by which they were defendeds;
but receiving advice that the enemy were on their
march towards him, he retired to Mildegem, and
carricd with them feveral hoftages, as fecurity for
the payment of the contributions he had raifed.
On the fifteenth the Duke moved from Mildert to

Carbais; next day continued his march to Genap,

I ‘ from
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from whence he advanced to Fifchermont, OntheCHAP, -
{eventeenth General D’Auverquerque took the poft, V1 i
of Waterlo; and next day the confederate army 705
was drawn up in order of battle before the enemy, ;
‘who extended from Overyfche, near the wood of
Soignies, to Neeryfche, with the little river Yiche

in their front, do as to cover Bruffels and Louvain,

The Duke of Marlborough propofed to attack
them immediately, before they thould recolle& them. -

felves fromt their confternation; and D’Auver-

- querque approved of the defign; but it was oppofed

by General Schlarigenburg, and other Dutch officers,

-who reprefented it in fuch a light to the deputies

of the State, that they refufed to concur in the

~ execution, The Duke being obliged to relinquith

the {cheme, wrote an expoftulatory letter to the
States-General, complaining of their having with-
drawn that confidence which they had repofed in

him while he acted in Germany. This letter being
publithed at the Hague, excited murmurs among

the people, and the Englith nation were incenfed

at the prefumption of the Deputies, who wrote

- feveral letters in their own juftification to the States-
General: but thefe had no effect upon the populace,

by whom the Duke was refpected even to a degree

of adoration. The States being apprifed of the re-
fentment that prevailed over all England, and that

the Earlof Pembroke, Lord-prefident of the council,

was appointed as Envoy-Extraordinary to Holland,

with inftructions to demand fatisfattion, thought
proper to anticipate his journey, by making fub-
miffions to the Duke, and removing Schlangenburg

from his command. The confederate army returned

to Corbais, from whence it marched to Perwitz,
where it encamped. The little town of Sout-
Leeuwe, fituated in the middle of a morafs, and
conftituting the chief defence of the enemy’s lines,

being taken by a detachment under the command

of Lieutenant-General Dedem, the Duke order]ed
the
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30 0 X the lines from this place to Waffeigne to be levelled,

I.

3705

and the town of Tirlemont to be difmantled; then
paffing the Demer, he encamped on the nineteenth
day of September at Aerfchot. About the latter end
of the month he marched to Heventhals; from
hence the Duke repaired to the Hague, where he
had feveral conferences with the Penfionary. - Ina
few days he returned to the army, which decamping
from Heventhals, marched to Clampthout. On
the twenty-fourth day of October, the Count de

‘Noyelles invefted Santvliet, which furrendered bc;.‘;:.- ‘: ‘

fore the end of the month. T
§ XXXV. At this period the Duke, in confe-
quence of prefling letters from the Emperor, fet out®
for Vienna, in order to concert the operations of the
enfuing campaign, and other meafures of importance;
in which the concerns of the Allies were interefted,
In his way he was magnificently entertained by the
Elector Palatine, and him of Triers, and compli- |
mented by the magiftracy of Franckfort, where he
conferred with Prince Louis of Baden. On the
twelfth of November he arrived at Vienna, where
he was treated with the higheft marks of diftinétion
and cordial friendfhip by their Imperial Majefties. .

- His fon-in-law, the Earl of Sundérland, had be@n,.;f

fent thither as Envoy-Extraordinary; and now they
conferred together with the Emperor and his mini-
fters.  They refolved to maintain the war with re-
doubled vigour. The treaties were renewed, and
provifion made for the {ecurity of the Duke of Savoy.
The Emperor, in confideration of the Duke’s fignal
fervice to the Houfe of Auftria, prefented him with
a grant of thedordfhip of Mindelheim in Suabia,
which was now ere®ed into 2 prinéipality of the
Roman Empire. In his rcturn with the Earl of
Sunderland he vifited the Courts of Berlin and Han-
over, where he was received with that extraordi-
nary refpect which was due to' his charader; and
atrived at the Hague on the foyrteenth day of De-
. : - qe;ﬂbtf.
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teled t}ae @pgranoas of ths DEXLCH A P,
ampai ith the States-General, who confented VL.
to joi En@land in maintaining an additional F dy

te Kthhaufand men, asa remforccment to the army

of Pnnce Eugene in Italy, - While the Allies were

. engaged in the. fiege of Santvliet, the Elector of
Bavaria fenta detachment, under the command of
Don Mareello de Grimaldi, to inveit Dieft, the
garrifon of which were made prifoners-of war. .

. § XXXVL On the Upper Rhine Marefchal Vil
lars befieged and. took Homburgh, and pafled the
Rhine at Strafburgh on the fixth day of Auguit.
Prince Louis of Baden arriving in the camp of F the
Imperialifts at Stolhoffen, not only obliged him to
retire, but having pafled the river, forced tbc French
lines at Hagenau: then he reduced Drufenheim and
Hagenau, but attempted no enterprize equal to the

: number of his army, although the Emperor had

expoftulated with him feverel} on his conduct, and -

he had now a fair opportunity of emulating the glory
of Marlborough, upon whom he locked with the
eyes of an. envious rival. In Italy a battle was
fought at Cafano, between Prince Eu*rene and the

Duke de Vendome, with dubious fuccexs The

Duke d¢ Feuillade reduced Chivas, and invefted

: NICE‘, which;, after an obftinate defence, furrendered

in December. All the confiderable places belong-

ing to the Duke of Savoy were now taken, except

- Coni and Turin; and his little army was reduced
to twelve thoufand men, whom he could hardly

'fupport . His Duchefs, his clergy, and his fubjeéts
in general, prefied him to fubmit to the neceflity of
hlb affairs: Eut he adhered to the alliance with fur-
prizing forticude.  He withftood the importunities
of his Duchefs, excluded all the bifhops and clergy
from his councils; and when he had occafion for a
confefor, chofe a prieft occafionally, either from
the Dominicans or Francifcans. The campaign in

Portuoal beoan with a very pmmxfmcr afpect. The
Allies

1705 -
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B0 0K Allies invaded Spain by the different frontiers of
1 Beyraand Alentejo.  Their army, under the com-
w05, mand of the Conde das Galveas, undertock the

fiege of Valencia D’Alcantara in May, and took it
by affault: Albuquerque furrendered upon articles;
and then the troops were fent into quarters of refrefh-
ment. The Marquis de las Minas, who commanded
the Portuguefe in the province of Beyra, re-
duced the town of Salva-terra, plundered and burned
Sarca; but was obliged to retire to Panamacos at
the approach of the enemy. Towards the end of
September the Confederates being re-affembled, in-
vefted Badajox, by the advice of the Earl of Galway,
who loft his right hand by a cannon-ball, and was
obliged to be carried off; {o that the conduét of
the frege was left to General Fagel. He had made
confiderable progrefs towards the reduction of the
place, when the Marquis de Theflé found means to
throw in a powerful reinforcement; and then the
Confederates abandoned the enterprize. The war
continued to rage in Hungary with various fuccefs.
Ragotitki, though frequently worfted, appeared ftill
in arms, and ravaged the country, which became a
icene of mifery and defolation.  In Poland the old” |
Cardinal Primate owned Staniflaus, but died before |
the coronation, which was performed by the Bithop
of Cujavia. - In the beginning of winter King Au-
guftus had paffed through Poland in difguife to the
Mufc.ovit,c army, which was put under his command
m Lithuania; and the campaign was protracted
through the whole winter-feafon, notwithftanding
the feverity of the weather in that northern climate.
In the fpring the Swedith General, Reinchild, ob-
talr}ed a complete victory over the Saxon army,
which was either cut in pieces or taken, with their
camp, bagoage, and artillery: yet the war was not
extinguifhed. The King of Sweden continued ob-
$tinately deaf to all propofals of peace, and was be-
ey o come
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come as favage m hxs maxmers,ﬁas brutal in hwc HAPD.,
revenge. . i : | VIIL

§ XXXVIL At fa thc arms of the Allxes wac“‘"‘""‘“ o

generally profperous. Philip of Spain being ol

nately bent upon retaking Gibraltar, fent Marcfchal,

~de Theflé to renew the fiege, while De Pointis was
ordered to block, up the place by fea with his fqua~
dron. Thefe French officers carried on the fiege .
with fuch aéivity, that the Prince of Hefle dif-
patched an exprefs to Lifbon with a letter, defiring

-Sir John Leake to fail immediately to his affiftance,
This Admiral having been reinforced from England
by Sir Thomas Dilkes, with five fhips of the line
and a body of troops, fet fail immediately; and on
the tenth day of March defcried five thips of wax
hauling out of the bay of Gibraltar. Thefe were
commanded by De Pointis in perfon, to whom the
Englith Admiral gave chafe.. One of them ftruck,
after haying made 2 very flicht refiftance; and the
reft ran afhore to the weftward of Marbella, where
they were deftroyed. The remaining part of the
Erench fquadron had been blown from their anchors,
and taken fhelter in the bay of Malaga: but now
they flipped their cables, and made the beft of their
way to Toulon. The Marefchal de Thefié, in con-
fequence of this difafter, turned the fiege of Gibral-
tar into a blockade, and withdrew the greater part
of his forces. While Sir John Leake was employed
in this expedltlon, Sir George Byng, who had been
ordered to cruize in Soundmus for the protection of
trade, took a fhip of forty guns from the enemy,
together with twelve privateers, and {even veﬁ'els
richly laden from the Weft-Indies.

§ XXXVIII. But the moft eminent atchxevcment
of this fummer, was the reduction of Barcelona, by
the celebrated Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudef-
ley Shovel, who failed from St. Helen’s in the latter
end of May with the Englifh fleet, having on board
a body of five thoufand land forces; and on the

twentieth
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5.0 0 K twentieth of June arrived at Lifbon; where theywere

I'
D

1705

joined by Sir John Leake and the Dutch Admiral, -
"Allemonde. ‘Ina council of war, they determined
to ‘put to fea with eight-and-forty thips of the line, .
which thould be ftationed between Cape Sparteland
the bay of Cadiz, in order to prevent the junction of .
the Toulon and Breft fquadrons. « The Prince of
Hefle-Darmftade arriving from Gibraltar, ' affured
King Charles, that the province of Catalonia and
the kingdom of Valencia were attached to his inte-
‘reft; and his Majefty being weary of Portugal, re~
folved to accompany the Earl of Peterborough to
Barcelona, He accordingly embarked with him on-

board of the Ranelach; and the fleet failed en the

twenty-cighth day of July, the Earl of Galway hav-
~ ing reinforced them with two regiments of Englifh
dragoons. At Gibraitar they took on board ‘the

Englith guards, and three old regiments, in lieuof

‘which they left two new-raifed battalions. On the

eleventh day of Auguft they anchored in the bay of

Altea, where the Earl of Peterborough publithed a

manifefto in the Spanith language, which had fuch

an effe®, that all the inhabitants of the place, the
neighbouring villages, and adjacent mountains, ac~
‘knowledged King Charles as their lawful Sovereign,
They feized the town of Denia for his fervice; and

he fent thither a garrifon of four hundred men undes
the command of Major-General Ramos.  On the

twenty-fecond they arrived in the bay of Barcelona: ©
the troops were difembarked to the eaftward of the §
city, where they encampedin a ftrong fituation, and '
were well received by the country people. King

Charles landed amidft the acclamations of an infinite

~multitude from the neighbouring towns and villages; |

‘whio threw themfelves at his feet, exclaiming, “Long
live the King!” and exhibited all the marks of the
‘moft extravagant joy. The inhabitants of Barce*

: lona were well affeted to the Houfe of Auftria, but
over-awed by a garrifon of five thoufand men undef

the
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the Duke de Popoli, Velafco, andother officersde- c n A p,
voted to the intereft of King Philip. = Confidering VIIL
the firength of fuch a garrifon, and the fmall num- -
ber of Dutch and Englith troops, nothing could 2
7?ppear more defperate and dangerous than the de-
fign of befieging the place: yet this was propofed
by the Prince of Hefle-Darmftadt, who ferved in
- the expedition as a volunteer, ftrongly urged by
King Charles, and approved by the Earl of Peter-
borough and Sir Cloudefley Shovel. The city was
accordingly invefted on one fide: but, as a previ-
ous ftep to the reduction of it, they refolved to at-
tack the fort of Montjuic, ftrongly fituated on a
hill that commanded the city. ~The outworks were
taken by ftorm, with the lofs of the gallant Prince
of Hefle, who was fhot through the Body, and ex-
pired in a few hours : thenthe Earl of Peterborough
‘began to bombard the body of the fort; and a fhell
ehancing to fall into the magazine of powder, blew
it up, together with the Governor and fome of the
beft officers : an accident which. ftruck fuch a terror
into the garrifon, that they furrendered without fur-
ther refiftance.- S il B
§ XXXIX. This great point being gained, the
Englith General - erected his batteries againft the
‘town, with the help of the Miquelets and feamen:
the bomb-ketches began to fire with fuchexecution,
that in a few days the Governor capitulated, and-on
the fourth day of Oéober King Charles entered in
triumph®.  All the other places in Catalonia; de&
; clare

#* Voltaire, upon what authority we know not, tells us, that du-
ring the capitulation,the German and Catalonian troops found meansto.
climb over the ramparts into the city,and began to commit themoftbar-
barous exceffes } the Viceroy complained to Peterborough that his fol-
diers had taken an unfair advantage of the treaty, and were a&tually
employedin burning, plundering, murthering, and violating the inha-

‘bitants. The Earl veplied, “They muft then be the troops of the Prince
of Hefle; allow me to enter the city with my Englifh forces, I will fave
it from ruin ; oblige theGermans to retire, and march back again to our
prefent fituation,” The Viceroy trufted his honous, and forthwith ;d&

mitted
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Sir Cloudefley Shovel fhould return to England
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n ~was conquered witlt
anarmy {carce double the nt mber of the garrifort
of Barcelona,  King Charles wrote a letter with his
own hand to the Queen of England, containing
a circumftantial detail of his affairs, 'the warmeft .
expreflions of acknowledgement, and the higheft
encomiums on her fubjeéts, particularly the Farl
of Peterborough. In a council of war it wa
determined that the King and the Farl thoul
continue in Catalonia with the land. forces: tha

and richeft province of

that five-and-twenty Englith and. fifteen Dutch =
thips of war fhould winter at Lifbon, under the
command of Sir John Leake and the Dutch Rear- -
Admiral, Waffenaer;  ard that four Englith and
two Dutch frigates fhould remain at Barcelona.
Don Francifco de Velafco was tranfported to
Malaga with about a thoufand men of his garri-
fon: the reft voluntarily engaged in the fervice =
of King Charles, and {ix other regiments were raifed =
by the ftates of Catalonia. The Count de Cifu-. |
entes, at the head of the Miquelets and Catalans
attached to the Houfe of Auftria, fecured Tarra-
gonia, Tortofa, Lerida, San-Mattheo, Gironne, and
other places.  Don Raphael Nevat, revolting from
Philip with his whole regiment of horfe, joined Ge-
neral Ramos at Denia, and made themfelves mafl-
tecs of feveral places of importance in the kingdom
of Valencia. Flufhed with fuch unexpected fuccefs -
they penetrated to the capital of the fame name,
which they furprized, together with the Marquisde
Villa-Garcia, the Viceroy, and the Archbifhop, =
mitted the Earl with his troops. He foon drove out the Germans and
S;iatfo-man;, t:;tk"ter having obliged them to quit the plunder they Had
ixahd 5 fatn g:ccixdent‘ he refcqed the Duchefs of Populi fxror;? th

ids of two brutal foldiers, and'delivered her to her hufband. Havin
ﬂm‘"}a.ppeafed_trhetumult, and difpelled thehorrors of the citizens, he -
xeturned to his former ftation, leaving the inhabitants of Béﬂxc-elﬂ"n‘?"iz"’; :

:r;a_zed at fuch an inftance of magnanimity and moderation in apeople
whom they had been taught to confideras the moft favage barbarianss
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B 0 0K on the Rhine, which was now happily put under the ]

iGN

1507.

* Generals, was next to the Prince in military repu- -

_convoys, and the times at which the merchant-{hips

: --'tﬁic_“omce of Mr. Secretary Harley had been for a

conduct of that wife and valiant Prince, the Elector
of Hanover. The Commons concurred in thisre= |
:monftrance, in confequence of which the Queen
defired the Emperor to beftow the command in Spain
upon Prince Eugene. The Court of Vienna, how-
ever, did not comply with this sequeft; butfent
thither Count Staremberg, who, of all the Germ

of ways and means, and aétually eftablifhed funds
for raifing the fupply, which amounted to the enor-

mous fum of fix millions, i
§ XX VIHI. At this period Mr. Harley’s charac- &

tation. The Commons now proceedéd to confider

ter incurred fufpicion, from the treachery of William 3

Gregg, an inferior clerk in his office, who was de-
tected ina correfpondence with Monfieur Chamil-
lard, the French King’s minifter. When his prac-
tices were detected, he made an ample confeflion,
and pleading guilty to his indi&tment at the Old-
Bailey, was condemned to death for high-treafon. 4
At the fame time, John Bara and Alexander Va- =
liere were committed to Newgate, for correfpond-
ing with the enemy; and Claude Baud, fecretary
to the Duke of Savoy’s minifter, was, atthe requeit
of his mafter, apprehended for traitorous practices
againft her Majefty and her government. = A com-
mittee of feven Lords being appointed to examine
thefe delinquents, made a report to the Houfe, which
was communicated to the Queen, in an addrefs,
importing, that Gregg had difcovered fecrets of ftat
to the French minifter: that Alexander Valiere and
John Bara had managed a correfpondence with the
Governors and Commiffaries of Calais and Boulogn:
and, in all probability, difcovered to the enemy. the
fations of the Britith cruifers, the ftrength of their

proceeded on their voyages; that all the papers 18

1 confiderable
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B 0 0 K Sacheverel had reviled under the name of Volpone

: _,I" ,they exclaimed, « Name him, name him;”

1709, in all probability, the zealous Bithop, who wi

< markable for ablence of mind and unguar

preflions, would have gratified their requ

not the: Chancellor, interpofing, declared:

Peer was obliged to fay more than he fhoyld

DROpEr; oo B Salaa ey B

© § XL After obftinate difputes, and much virulent
altercation, Sacheverel was found gﬁﬂty by amajo-

rity of feventeen voices; and four-and-thirty Peers

entered a proteft againft this decifion. He was pro-

hibited from preaching for the term of three years:

his two fermons were ordered to be burnt by the

hands of the common hangman, in prefence of the

Tord-Mayor and the two Sheriffs of London and

Middlefex. The Lords likewife voted, that the exe- |

cutioner thould commit to the fame fire the famous

decree paffed in the convocation of the Univerfity -

of Oxford, aflerting the abfolute authority and inde- -

feafible right of Princes. A like fentence was de- |

nounced by the Commons upon a book intituled,

« Collettions of Paffages referred to by Dr. Sache-

¢ verel, in his Anfwer to the Articles of Impeach-

«ment.”” Thefe he had feleéted from impious |

books lately publithed, and they were read by his

counfel, as proofs that the Church was in danger. |

T'he lenity of the fentence paffed upon Sacheverel, |

which was in a great meafure owing to the dread;of

popular refentment, his friends confidered as a vic-

tory .obtained over a Whig faction, and they 9615‘

An. 1710, brated their triumph with bonfires and illuminations.

Buro-  On the fifth day of April, the Queen ordered the

Torey. . Parliament ‘to be prorogued, after having, m-her

gé};qu}cm fpeech to both-Houfes, exprefied her concern for the

ift. of the

Dukeof neceflary occafion which had taken up great patt 0

Malbo-  their time towards the latter end of the {feflion. She
‘,}‘il"“’c’:j”a. declared that no Prince could have a more true ab

Voltaie, tender concern for the welfare and prcfperit(y:'IOf fch}f ;
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all the conferences was communicated to Lord ciap
‘Townthend, and Count Kinzendorf, the Imperial = X. -
. plenipotentiary ; but the conduct of the deputies — >~
W lated by the Penfionary Heinfius, who was, e
firmly attached to Prince Eugene and the Duke of
Marlboroygh, more averfe than ever to a pacifica-
“tion. The negociation latted from the nineteenth
day of Match to the twenty-fifth of July, during
which term the conferences were feveral times inter-
rupted, and 'a great many difpatches and new pro- -
pofals arrived from Verfailles. At length, the ple-
. nipotentiaries returned to France, after having fent
a lerter to the Penfionary, in which they declared,
that the propofals made by the deputies were unjuft
_and impracticable ; and complained of the unworthy
treatment to which they had been expofed. Louis
refolved to hazard another campaign, not without .
hope, that there might be fome lucky incident in
the events of war, and that the approaching revolu-
tion in the Englith miniftry, of which he was well
apprifed, would be productive of a more reafonable
pacification.  ‘The States-General refolved, That
the enemy had departed from the foundation on
which the negociation had begun, and ftudied pre-
tences to evade the execution of the capital points,
the reftitution of Spain and the Indies: and, in
thort, that France had no other view than to fow
and create jealoufy and difunion among the Allies.
Lord Townfhend, in a memorial, affured them,
that the Queen entirely approved their refolution,
and all the Tteps they had taken in the courfe of the
_negociation ; and that fhe was firmly refolved to
profecute the war with all poffible vigour, until the
enemy fhould accept fuch terms of peace as mighrt
fecure the tranquillity of the Chriftian world.
§ XIV. The conferences did not retard the ope-
rations of the campaign. Prince Eugene and the
Duke of Marlborough fet out from the Hague on

the fifteenth day of March for Tournay, in order to
affemble
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~ Bo ok the King; hoping, and being confident, that her
I Grace would very foon have an opportunity to com-'
175, pliment the Faculty with a fecond medal, ftruck
upon the reftoration of the King and Royal family,
upon the finifhing rebellion, ufurping tyranny,, and
whiggery. An_account of this tranfation being
laid before the Queen, the Lord-Advocate ‘was®
ordered to enquire into the particulars. ' Then the
Faculty were {0 intimidated, - that they difowned
Dundafs, and Horne his accomplice.* They pre-
tended that the affair of the medal had been tranf-
- acted by a party at an occafional meeting; and not
by general confent ; and by a folemn act they de-
clared their attachment to the Queen and the Pro- |
teftant fucceflion. The Court was fatisfied with this
atonement : but the Refident from Hanover having
prefented a memorial to the Queen, defiring that
Dundafs and his aflociates might be profecuted, the
government removed Sir David Dalrymple from
his office of Lord-Advocate, on pretence of his
having been too remifs in profecuting thofe delin-
quents : and no further enquiry was made into the.
affair. AT 5
'§ XXX For fome time a negociation for
peace had been carrying on between -the Court}"of :
France and the new minifters, who had a double
aim in this meafure : namely to mortify the Whigs
2nd the Dutch, whom they detefted, and to free
their country from a ruinous.war, which had all the
appearance of becoming habitual to the conftitution.
They forefaw the rifque they would run by entering
into fuch meafures, thould ever the oppofite faction
regain the afcendancy : they knew the Whigs would
employ all their art and influence, which was very
powerful, in obftructing the peace, and in raifing
popular clamour againft the treaty. But their mo-
tives for treating were fuch as prompted them €0
undervzlue 2ll thofe-difficulties and dangers. ‘They

hoped to obtain fucli advantages in point of com-
? meret
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EOOK Hoiland. In the mean time, the Penfionary endea-

; _voured to renew the conferences in Holland. Pet-

1. _kum wrote to the French miniftry, that if his Ma- |

Jefty would refume the negociation, in concert with

the Queen of Great-Britain, he thould certainly have 1
reafon to be fatisfied with the conduct of the Dutch

defire of the Enclifh minifters. ¢ =

§ XXXIV. The States-General having peruféd -

de{Euties. ~ This propofal Louis declined, at the

the memorial, affured Queen Anne that they were |
ready to join with her in contributing to the conclu-

fion of a durable peace ; but they expreffed a'defire

that the French King would communicate a more

particular plan for fecuring the intereft of the allied |

powers, and for fettling the repofe of Europe.
Gualtier was once more fent to Verfailles, accompa-

nied by Mr. Prior, who had refided in France, as .

Secretary to the embaffies of the Earls of Portland

and Jerfey. ‘This gentleman had acquired fome |

reputation by his poetical talents; was a man ;Of
uncommon ahility, infinuating addrefs, and perfeétly

devoted to the Tory intereft. He was empowered

to. communicate the preliminary demands of the

Englifh ; to receive the anfwer of the French King;

and demand whether or not King Philip had tranf-

mitted a power of treating to his grandfather. e

arrived incognito at Fontainbleau, and prefented
the Queen’s memesial, in which fhe demanded 2
barrier for the Dutch in the Netherlands, and an-

otheron the Rhine for the Empire; a fecurity for the

Dutch commerce, and a general fatisfaction to all
her Allies. She required that the ftrong places taken
from the Duke of Savoy thould be reftored; and
that he thould poffefs fuch townsand diftricts 1n Ité_llY
as had been ceded to him in treaties between him

and his Allies : that Louis thould acknowledge Queen

Aunne and the Proteftant fucceffion ; der,nOﬁﬂl tb?
fortifications of Dunkirk ; and agree to a new treaty

of commerce : that Gibraltar and Port-Mahon fhould

be |
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B o‘o K §XXXV. As Prior’s powers were -Iimvitcd m fgrcﬁ',' 4

171;.'

-ger, deputy from the city of Rouen .to_thé“boa'rdgff

a manner that he could not negociate, Mr. Men

Trade, accompanied the Englith minifter to Lon-
don, with full powers to fettle the preliminaries of
the treaty. On his arrival in London, the Queen.
immediately commiffiored the Duke of Shrewfbury, -
the Farls of Jerley, Dartmonth, Oxford, and Mr
St. John, to treat with him ; and the conferences

were immediately begun. After long ,and various
difputes, they agreed upon certain preliminary arti-

cles, which, on the eighth day of October, were
fignct by the French minifter, and by the two Secre- .
taries of State, in confequence of a written order,
from her Majefty. Then® Menager was privately
introduced to the Queen at Wiudlor. Shetold him.
fhe was averfe to war: that fhe would exert ail her,
power to conclude a {peedy peace : that fhe thould:
be glad to live upon good terms with the King of
France, to whom the was fo nearly allied in blood :

the exprefied her hope that there would be a clofer;

union after the peace between them, and between
their fubjeéts, cemented by a perfect correfpondence
and friendthip. The Earl of Strafford, who had
been lately recalled from the Hague, where he re-
fided as ambaffador, was now fent back to Holland,
with orders to communicate to the Penfionary the
propofals of peace which France had made ; tofig-
nify the Queen’s approbation of them, and propofe
a place where the Plenipotentiaries thould affemble.

The Englith minifters now engaged in an ntimate.

correfpondence with the court of Verfailles; and

Marefchal Tallard being releafed from his confine-

ment at Nottingham, was allowed to return to his
own country on his parole. After the departure of
Menager, the preliminaries were communieated €0
Count Gallas, the Emperor’s minifter, who, i
order to inflame the minds of the people, caufed -
them to be tranflated, and inferted in one ot:i tl;c

! riiRas Ly
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daily papers. This ftep was fo much refented by c m a ».
the Queen, that fhe fent a meffage, defiring he X
would come no more to court; but that he might T
leave the kingdom as foon as he fhould think proper..
He took the hint, and retired accordingly ; but the -
Queen gave the Emperor to underftand, that any
other minifter he fhould appoint would be admitted
by her without hefitation.

§ XXXVI. The States of Holland, alarmed at
~ the preliminaries, fent over Buys, as Envoy Extra-
ordinary, to intercede with the Queen, that fhe
would alter her refolutions ; but the continued fteady
to her purpofe ; and the Earl of Strafford demanded
the immediate concurrence of the States, declaring,
inthe Queen’s name, that the would look upon any
delay, on their part, as a refufal to comply with her
propofitions. Intimidated by this declaration, they
agreed to open the general conferences at Utrecht
on the firft day of January. They granted pafiports
to the French minifters ; while the Queenappointed
Robinfon, Bithop of Briftol, and the Earl of Strafford,
her plenipotentiaries at the congrefs. Charles, the
new Emperor, being at Milan when he received a
copy of the preliminaries, wrote circular letters to
the Ele&ors and the Princes of the empire, exhort-
ing them to perfift in theirengagements to the grand
alliance. He likewife defired the States-General to
join councils with him in perfuading the Queen of
England to rejec the propofals of France, and pro-
fecute the war; or at leaft to negociate on the foun-
dation of the firft preliminaries, which had been
figned by the Marquis de Torcy. He wrotea letter
to the fame purpofe to the Queen of Great Britain,
who received it with the moft mortifying indifference.
No wonder that he fhould zealoufly contend for the
continuance of a war, the expence of which fhe and
‘the Dutch had hitherto almoft wholly defrayed.
The new preliminaries were feverely attacked by the

Whigs, who ridiculed and reviled the miniftry in
' : - word
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"B 0 ogWas carried in the affirmative by a fmall majority,
I. +The addrefs was accordingly prefented, and the
";;;T"@een, in her anfier, faid, the thould be very forty -
‘any one could think fthe would not do her utmoft to
recover Spain and the Weft-Indies from the Houfe
of Bourbon. Againft this advice, however, feveral
Peers protefted, becaufe there was no precedentfor
inferting a claufe of advice in an addrefs of thanks;
-and becaufe they looked upon it as an invafion of
the Royal prerogative. In the addrefs of the Com-
mons there was no fuch article; and, therefore, the
anfwer they received was warm and cordial. *

§ XXXVII. The Duke of Hamilton claiming a
feat in the Houfe of Peers, as Duke of Brandon, a
title he had lately received, was oppofed by the anti-
courtiers, who pretended to forefee greatdanger to the

- conftitution from admitting into the Houfe a greater
number of - Scottith Peers than the A& of Union
allowed. = Counfel was heard upon the validity of
his patent. They obferved that no objeion could
be made to the Queen’s prerogative in conferring -
honours ; and that all the fubjects of the united
kingdom were equally capable of receiving honour.
"The Houle of Lords had already decided the matter,
in admitting the Duke of Queenfberry upon his be-
ing created Duke of Dover. The debate was ma-
naged with preat ability on both fides: the Scottifh
Peers united in defence of the Duke’s elaim; and
the Court exerted its whole ftrength to fupport the
patent. Neverthelefs, the queftion being put, Wh{?'
ther Scottith Peers, created Peers of Great Britain
fince the Union, had a right to fit in that Houfe ;
it was carried in the negative by a majority of five
voices; though not without a proteft figned by the
Lords in the appofition.  The Scottifh Peers wete
fo incenfed at this decifion, that they drew up a I¢-
prefentation to the Queen, complaining of it as 20
mfringement of the Union, and a mark of difgrace
put upon the whole peerage of Scotland.  The E:

e aga
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againft occafional conformity was revived by the CHAP.
Earl of Nottingham, in more moderate terms than , <
_thofe that had been formerly rejeéted; and it paffed 1711
both Houfes by the connivance of the Whigs, upon
- therEarl’s promife, that if they would confent to
 this meafure, he would bring over many friends to /
join them in matters of greater confequence. On
the twenty-fecond day of December, the Queen
being indifpofed, granted a commiffion to the Lord-
Keeper, and fome other Peers, to give the Royal
aflent to this bill, and another for the land-tax. The
Duke of Devonthire obtained leave to bring in a bill
for giving precedence of all Peers to the Electoral
Prince of Hanover, as the Duke of Cambridge. An
addrefs was prefented to the Queen, defiring the
would give inftructions to her Plenipotentiaries, to
confult with the minifters of the Allies in Holland
before the opening of the congrefs; that they might
concert the neceflary meafures for proceeding with
unanimity, the better to obtain the great ends pro-
pofed by her Majefty. o
§ XXXIX. The Commiffioners for examining
the publick accounts, having difcovered that the
Duke of Marlborough had received an annual pre-
{ent of five or fix thoufand pounds from the contrac-
tors of bread to the army, the Queen declared in
council, that fhe thought fit to difmifs him fr.om all
his employments, that the matter might be impar-
tially examined. This declaration was impz_trted to
him in a letter under her own hand, in which fhe
took occafion to complain of the treatment the had
received.  She probably alluded to the infolence of
his Dughefs ; the fubjection in which fhe had been
kept by the late miniftry ; and the pains lately taken
by the Whigs to depreciate her conduct; and thwart,
her meafures with refpeé to the peace. The Duke
_wrote an anfwer to her Majefty, vindicating himfelf
from the charge which had been brought againit his

"
‘charader ; and his two daughters, the Countefs of
. : Sunder-
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" hoped his prefence would enflame the people to

the owed fo much difquiet. She knew he had been |

" not ignorant that he held private conferences with |

‘the Lord Somers, Hallifax, and all the chiefs of |

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. |

patron and friend of ’t;hét’ turbulent fa&tion to Wlﬂch

prefled to come over by the Whig noblemen,

defperate attempt upon the new miniftry: fhe was |
the Duke of Marlborough, the Earl of Supde

that party ; and that he entered into 2 clofe conn
tion with the Baron de Bothmar, the Hanove
Envoy, who had been very aétive in fomenting.
diftusbances of the people.s e = e s neeE
§ XLI Her Majefty, who had been for fome.
time aflicted with the gout, fent a meffage to both |
Houfes, on the feventeenth day of January, figni
ing that the Plenipotentiarics were arrived at |
Utrecht; and that the was employed in making pre- |
parations for an eatly campaign: fhe hoped, there-
fore, that the Commons would proceed in giving
the neceffary difpatch to the fupplies. The Lord-
Treafurer, in order to demonftrate his attachment -
to the Proteftant fucceffion, brought in a bill which
had ‘been propofed by the Duke of Devonfhire,
giving precedence to the whole electoral family, a3
children and nephews of the Crown; and, when 1t
was paffed into an at, he fent it over to Hanover |
by Mr. Thomas Harley. The fixtcen Peers for |
Scotland were prevailed upon; by promife of fatis:
fation, to refume their feats in the Upper Houfe,
from which they had abfented themfelves fince the
decifion againft the patent of the Duke of Hamil-
ton: but whatever pecuniary recompence they might
have obtained from the Court, on which prey WEES
meanly dependent, they received no fatisfaction from
the Parliament. The Commons, finding Mr. Wal-
pole very troublefome in their Houfe, by his .tal'cn‘tsf !
adtivity, and zealous attachment to the Whig intes |
reft, found means to difcover fome clandeftine pracs

tices in which he was concerned as Sccrctar}(;;ﬁ_‘
$ ¥
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. exceed thirty thoufand pounds, a fum much infe

B 0 o K his juftification, that the prefent frdiﬁfthcfjéwsﬁ :

(%
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a cuftomary perquifite, which had always been
‘joyed by the General of the Dutch army: tha |
dedudtion of two and a half per cent, was granted
tohim by an exprefs warrant fgomhtha_]e&y *

all the articles of the charge joined together did

to that which had been allowed to King William |
contingencies; that the money was expended in pr
curing intelligence, which was fo exatt that
Duke was never furprifed: that none of his parties
were ever intercepted or cut off; and all the defigns
were by thefe means {o well concerted, that he never

once mifcarried. Notwithftanding thefe reprefenta-
tions the majority voted that his pratices E‘gd‘ been |
unwarrantable -and illegal; and that the deduction
was to be accounted for as publick money. Thele .

refolutions were communicated to the Queen, wha
ordered the Attorney-General to profecute the Duke -
for the money he had deduéted by virtue of her own
warrant. Such praices were certainly mean and
mercenary, and greatly tarnithed the glory which the |
Duke had acquired by his military talents, and other |
thining qualities. : 4

§ XLIIL The Commons now direéted the ftream
of their refentment againft the Dutch, swho had cer-
tainly exerted all their endeavours to overwhelm the |
new miniftry, and retard the negociations for peacé. |
They maintained an intimate corrcqundencc-m@ s
the Whigs of England. They diffufed the moft m-
vidious reports againft Oxford and Secretary St. John.
Buys, their Envoy at London, aéted the pait of an
incendiary, in fuggefting violent meafures to the
malcontents, and caballing againit the government. |
The minifters, by way of reprifal, infuenced the |
Houfe of Commons to pafs fome acrimonious refoa 4
lutions againft the States-General.  They alled-g?;
that the States had been deficient in their proportion .

' : : sy
f troops, both in Spain and in the Netherlands,
QLT jos) - } durmg
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* during the thle courfe of the war; and that the CHAP.
Queen had paid above three millions of crowns in o
fubfidies, ‘above what fhe was obliged to advance by “’,':;;""
her engagements. They attacked the Barricr-treaty, 3
- which had been concluded with the States by Lord
Townthend, after the conferences at Gertruyden-
berg. By this agreement, England guarantied a
bartier tn the Netherlands to the Dutch ; and the :
States bound themfelves to maintain, with their
* whole force, - the Queen’s title, and the Proteftant
{ucceffion. The Tories affirmed that England was
diforaced by engaging any other State to defend a
fuceeMion which the nation might fee caufe toalter:
that, by this treaty, the States.were authorifed to
interpofe in Britifh councils : that, being pofiefled of
all thofe firong towns they might exclude the Eng-
lith from trading to them, and interfere with the
manufa@tures of Great-Britain. The Houfe of Com-
mons voted, That in the Barrier-treaty there were
feveral articles deftruétive to the trade and intereft
of Great-Britain, and therefore highly difthenoulable
 to her Majefty : That the Lord Vifcount Townfhend
 was not authorifed to conclude feveral articlesin that
treaty: That he and all thofe who had advifed its
being ratified were enemies to the Queen and king-
dom. All their votes were digefted into 2 long re-
prefentation prefcnted to the Queen, in which they
averred that England, during the war, had been
overcharged nineteen millions ; 2 circumftance that
implied mifmanagement or fraud in the old miniftry.
The States, alarmed at thefe refolutions, wrote a re-
{pectful letter tothe Queen, reprefenting the neceffity
of a barrier, for the mutual {ecurity of England and
 the United Provinces. They afterwards drew up a
large memorial in vindication of their proceedings
during the war; and it was publithed in one of the
Englith papers. The Commons immediately voted
it 2 falfe, {candalous, and malicious libel, reflecting
upon the refolutions of the Houfe; and the printer

3 s
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BO O x to fipulate certain advantages for her own fubjeéts: |

17125

in a concerted plan of peace; to enter into fuch

¥l

~ mutual confidence with that monarch, as would
anticipate all clandeftine tranfattions to her preju-
dice, and in fome meafure enable her to prefcribe

terms for her Allies. The plan was judicioufly

formed; but executed with too much precipitation.

The ftipulated advantages were notduch as the kad
a right to demand and infift upon; and without all
doubt, better might have been obtained, had not
the obftinacy of the Allies abroad, and the violent
condu&t of the Whig faction at home, obliged the
minifters to relax in fome material points, and haften
the conclufion of the treaty.

§ HI. The articles being privately i‘égulatcd b‘e;f ;
tween the two courts of London and Verfailles, the

Englith Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht were furnithed
with general powers and inftrutions, being igno-
rant of the agreement which the Queen had made
with the French Monarch, touching the kingdom
of Spain, which was indeed the bafis of the treaty.
This fecret plan of negociation, however, had
well nigh been deftroyed by fome unforefeen events
that were doubly affliting to Louis. The Dauphin
had died of the fmall-pox in the courfe of the pre-
ceding year, and his title had been conferred upon
his fon, the Duke of Burgundy, who now expired

on the laft day of February, fix days after the death.

of his wife, Mary Adelaide of Savoy, The parents

were foon followed to the grave by their eldeft
offspring, the Duke of Bretagne, in the fixth year
“of his age; fo that of the Duke of Burgundy’s chil-
dren, none remained alive but the Duke of Anjou,
the late French King, who was at that time a fickly
infant. Such a feries of calamities could not fail

of being extremely fhocking to Louis in his old

age ; but they were ftill more alarming to the Quetn

of England, who faw that nothing but the pre-.

carious life of an unhealthy child divided the t¥0
' monarchies
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BOOK thoughi; herfelf difengaged from:all alliances and
Che

i
' States and the minifters of the Allies were inftant!
commotion. Private meafures were concerted with
the Ele&tor of Hanover, the Landgrave of Hefle-
Caffel, and fome other princes of the Empire, con-

712,
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engagements with their High Mightinefies.

cerning the troops belonging to thofe powers in the

pay of Great-Britain. The States+General'wrote a |

long letter to the Q\u}ee’n, and ordered their Env'(i)y_@ f
at London to deliver it into her own hand. Count
Zinzerdorf, the Emperor’s Plenipotentiary, dif- |
patched expreffes to his mafter, to Prince Eugene,
and to the Imperial Ambaflador at London. The

Queen held a council at Kenfington upon the fu

ject of the letter; and a frefh order was fent to

Duke of Ormond, directing him to concur with the

General of the Allies ina fiege. g
§ VII. On the twenty-eighth day of May, L«

Hallifax, in the Houfe of Peers, defcanted upon.
the ill confequences of the Duke’s refufing to co- =
operate with Prince Eugene, and moved for an -
addrefs, defiring her Majefty would order the
General to at offenfively, in concert with her Al- |
lies. The Treafurer obferved it was prudent to &

avoid a battle on the cve of a peace, efpecially
confidering they had to do with an enemy fo apt to

break his word. The Earl of Wharton replied,

this was a ftrong reafon for kecping no meafures

with fuch an enemy. When Oxford declared, that |

the Duke of Ormond had received orders to joi

the Allies in a fiege, the Duke of 'Marlbompgh .
affirmed it was impoffible to carry on a fiege with- |
out either hazarding a battle, in cafe the enemy -
fhould attempt to relieve the place, or fhamefully
abandoning the enterprize. The Duke of A-rg)(;lc_ .;
having declared his opinion, that fince the fime
of Julius Cafar there had not been a greates Cap |

tain than Prince Eugene of Savoy, obferved, thaly
confidering the diffefent interefts of the Houlc ot

Auftrd ,
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difpatched to four regiments of horfe and dragoons C H A P.

quartered in remote counties, to march up to the
neizhbourhood of Londonand Weftminfter. Seven
of the ten Britifh battalions in the Netherlands were
direGed to embark at Oftend for England, with all

poffible expedition : an embargo was laid upon all

thipping; and directions given for equipping all the

 thips of war that céuld be fooneft in a condition for
~ fervice. They fent a letter to the Elector of Brunf-
~ wick, fignifying that the phyficians had defpaired of

the Queen’s life; informing him of the meafures
they had taken: and defiring he would, with all con-
venient dpeed, repair to Holland, where he thould
be attended by a Britith fquadron, to convey him to
England, in cafe of her Majefty’s deceafe. At the

~ fame time they 'dcfpatched‘i;ﬁf’cfu&ions to the Earl of

Strafford, to. defire the States-General would be
ready to perform the guarantee of the Proteftant fuc-
ceffion. The héralds at arms were kept in waiting
with a troop of horfe-guards, to proclaim the new
King as foon as the throne fhould become vacant.
Precautions were taken to fecure the fea-ports; to
over-awe the Jacobites in Scotland; and the com-
mand of the fleet was beftowed upon the Earl of
Berkley. T

§XILIV. The Queen continued to doze in a
lethargick infenfibility, with very fhort intervals, till
the firlt day of Auguft in the morning, when fhe

~ &xpired, in the fiftieth year of her age, and in the

thirteenth of her reign. Anne Stuart, Queen of
Great-Britain, was in her perfon of the middle fize,
well proportioned. Her hair was of the dark brown
colour, her complexion ruddy; her features were
Itgular, her countenance was rather round than
Oval, and her afpe® more comely than majeftick.
Cr voice was clear and melodious, and her pre-
Jfhee engaging.  Her capacity was naturally good,
‘;\t_ not much cultivated by learning ; nor did fhe
Xhibit any marks of extraordinary genius, or per-
) Sy U 2 i e {onal

XI.
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- Pretender’s flandard in Scotlond,  § XXIIL, Divers |
members of the Lower Houfe taken into cuftody,
S XXIV. The Pretender proclamed in the North
of England by the Earl of. Derwentwater and My.
Fofter.  § XXV. Mackintofb croffes the Frith of i
.. Forth into Lothian, and jeins the Englifb infurgents.
S XXVLWho are attacked at Prefion, " and fur- |
- vender at diferetion. § XXVIL Battle at Dunblain,
§ XXVIHL The Pretender arrives in Scatland,
§ XXIX. Fe retires again to France. § XXX, '
Proceedings of the Irifb Parliament. § XXXI1. The |
- Rebel Lords are  impeached, and  plead guilty. |
S XXXIL. The Eerl of Derwentwaser and Loed "
Kenmusy are bebeaded.  § XXXHL Triols of Re-
bels. § XXXIV. A8 for fepe " Parliaments.
S XXXV, Dukeof Argyle difgraced. § XXXVI &
Triple allionce berween England, France, and Hol-
lapd. § XXXVIL, Count Gyllenburgh, the Swedifb
Minzjter in London, arrefted. § XXXVIIL -
count of the Oxford riot. § XXXIX. The King =
demands_an extraordinary. fupply of the Commons.
8§ XL. Dwifion in the miniftry.  § XLI The Com-
mons pafs the South Sea A, the nk A, and the
Generel fund AfF. § XLI. Trial of the Earl of
Oford.  Aet of Indemmiy. § XLIIL Proceedings
in ithe Convocation with regard to Dr. Hoadley,
Bifbop of Bangor. : :

BOOK § I.ET may be neceflary to remind the reader
JN & of the ftate of party at this important junc-
14 ture.  Thee Jacobites had been 'fed with hopes of
{ecing the fucceflion altered by the Farl of Oxford.
Thefe hopes he had conveyed to them in a diftant,
undeterminate, and myfterious manner, without any
other view than that of preventing them from taking
violent meafures to embarrafy his adminiftration.
Atleaft, if he atually entertained at one time any
other defign, he had, long before his difgrace, laid
. it wholly afide, probably from an apprehenfion of
; - the
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A&s of Settlement could never abrogate. Thefecnar.
papers being delivered to the Secretaries of State, ‘___f
the King refufed an audience to the Marquis de ™, 7"
Lamberti, Minifter from the Duke of Lorraine, on /
the fuppofition that this manifefto could not have
beer prepared or tranfmitted without the knowledge
and cquntenance of his mafter, The Marquis hay-
ing tommunicated this circumftance to the Duke,
that Prince abfolutely denied his having been privy
to the tranfa@ion, and declared that the Chevalier
de St. George came into Lorraine by the directions
of the French King, whom the Duke could not dif-
oblige without expofing his territories to invafion.
Notwithftanding this apology, .the Marquis was
given to underftand that he could not be admitted
. toanaudience until the Pretender fhould be removed
" from the dominions of his mafter: he, therefore,
quitted the kinedom without further hefitation. Reli-
gion was ftill mingled in all political difputes. The
High-churchmen complained that impiety and he-
tely daily gained ground from the connivance, or
at leaft the fupine negligence of the Whig prelates.
The Lower Houfe of Convocation had, before the
Queen’s death, declared that a book publithed by
Dr. Samuel Clarke under the title of ¢ The Scrip-
“ ture Doérine of the Trinity,” contained affer-
tions contrary to the Catholick faith. They fent
up extracts from this performance to the bifhops;
and the Doctor wrote an anfwer to their objections.
He was prevailed upon to write an apology, which
i he prefented to the Upper Houfe ; but apprehend-
Ing 1t might be publithed feparately, and mifunder-
ftood, he afterwards delivered an explanation to the
Bithop of Londen. This was fatisfadtory to the
Bithops; but the Lower Houfe refolved, that it
Was no recantation of his heretical affertions. The
difputes about the Trinity increafing, the Arch-
. bithops and Bifhops received dire&ions, which were
. Publifhed, for preferving uhity in the Church, the
. A purity
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slways have weight with needy and venal eleftors, ac g a o,
great majority of Whigs was returned both in Eng- -
land and Scotland. W S
- § IX. When this new Parliament affembled on
the feventeenth day of March at Weftminfter, Mr.
Spericer Compton was chofen Speaker of the Com-
mons., On the twenty-fir(t day of the month, the
King appeared in the Houfe of Lords, and delivered
to the Chancellor a written {peech, which was read
in prefenceof both Houfes. His Majefty thanked
his faithful and loving fubjeéts for that zeal and firm-
nefs they had fhown in defence of the Proteftant
fucceflion, againt all the open and fecret practices
which had been ufed to defeatit. He told them
that fome conditions of the peace, effential to the
fecurity and trade of Great-Britain, were not yet
duly executed; and that the performance of the
whole might be looked upon as precarious, until
defenfive alliances fhould be formed to guarantee
the prefent treaties. He obferved, that the Preten-
der boafted of the affiftance he expected in England,
to repair his former difappointment; that great part
of the national trade was rendered 1mpracticable;
and that the publick debtswere furprifingly increafed
even fince the fatal ceffation of arms. He gave the
Commons to underftand, that the branches of the
revenue formerly granted for the fupport of the civil
government, were {o far encumbered and alienated,
that the produce of the funds which remained, and
had been granted to him, would fall thort of what
was at firft defigned fo maintaining the honour and
dignity of the Crown; that as it was his, and their
happinefs to fee a Prince of Wales who might in duc
time fucceed him on the throne, and to fee him
blefled with many children ; thefe circumftances
Would naturally occafion an expence to which the
nation had not been for many years accuftomed ;
i an‘d, therefore, he did not doubt but they would
.rf th“}k of it with that affe&ion  which he had reafon
YoL, 11, X to
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was accordingly dropped, and the Pa
rogued on the eighteenth day of April, on which

spanifh King had acknowledged the Pretender.

ftices to rule the kingdom in his abfence, em-

Ju
%arkc'd in May for Holland, from whence he pro-

ceeded to Hanover, where he concluded a peace
with Ulrica, the new Queen of Sweden. By this
treaty Sweden yielded for ever to the royal and
ele@oral Houfe of Brunfwick, the duchies of Bremen
and Verden, with all their dependencies: King
George obliged himfelf to pay a million of rix-
dollars to the ‘Queen of Sweden; and to renew, as

=

King of Great-Britain and Elector of Hanover, the

alliatces formerly fubfifting between his predecef-
fors and that kingdom. He likewife mediated a
peace between Sweden and his former Allies, the
Danes, the Pruffians, and the Poles. The Czar,
however, refufed to give up his fchemes of conqueft.
He fent his fleet to the Scheuron or Batfes of Swe-
den, where his troops landing, to the number of fif-
teen thoufand, committed dreadful outrages: but
Sir John Norris, who commanded an Englifh fqua-
don in thofe feas, having orders to fupport the
negociations, and oppofe any hoftilities that might
be  committed, the Czar, dreading the fate of the
Spanith navy, thought proper to recal his fleet.  In
the Mediterranean, Admiral Byng alted with un-
wearied vigour in aflifting the Imperialifts to finifh
the conquelt of Sicily. The Court of Vieana had
agreed to fend a ftrong body of forces to finith the
reduction of that ifland; and the command inh this
expedition was beftowed upon the Count de Merci,
with whom Sir George Byng conferred at Naples.
1 h.ls Admiral fupplied them with ammunition and
artillery from the Spanith prizes. He took the
whole reinforcement under his convoy, and faw them
fafely landed in the bay of Patti, to the nwmnber of
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~occafion his Majefty told both Houfesy that the ™ s

XVIL ~ The King' having appointed Lords- an, 171,
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the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 4s well as to onec i A b,
of the Secretaries of State. He anfwered ail their IL
objeCtions ; and the proje@t was adopted. They“':’!';' :
forefaw their own private advantage in the execu- '
tion of the defign, which was imparted in the name

of the South-Sea Company,” of which Blunt was a
director, who influenced all their proceedings. The

retence for the fcheme was to difcharge the natjonal

debt, by reducingall the funds into one. The Bank

and South-Sea Company outbid each other, The
South-Sea Company altered their original plan, and

offered fuch high terms to Government, that the
propofals of the Bank were rejected ; and a bill was
ordered to be brought into the Houfc of Commons,

formed on the plan prefented by the South-Sea Com-

pany. While this affair was in agitation, the ftock Annats.
of that company rofe from one hundred and thirtygi‘f';"}:;g
to near four hundred, in confequence of the conduét Tindal. -
of the Commons, who had rejected a motjon for o ot
claufe in the bill, to fix what fhare in the capitallrgffdm"
ftock of the company fhould be vefted in thofe pro-
prietors of the annuities who might voluntarily fub-

feribe 5 or how many years purchafe in money they

fhould receive in fubferibing, at the choice of the
proprictors., In the Houfe of Lords, the bill wasa,, che
oppofed by Lord North and Grey, Earl Cowper,

the Dukes of Wharton, Buckingham, and other

Peers, they affirmed it was calculated for enrich-

ing a few and impoverifhing a great number : that it
countenanced the fraudulent and pernicious practice
of ftock-jobbing, which diverted the genius of the

people from trade and induftry : that it would give
foreigners the opportunity to double and treble the

vaft fums they had in the publick funds; and they

would be tempted to realife and withdraw their ca-

pital and immenfe oalns to other countries; fo that
Great-Britain would be drained of its gold and fil-
ver; that the artificial ‘and prodisious rife of the
South-Sez fock was a dangerous baitr, which might

deccy
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B0 oxbill contained a claufe, empowering the King to

i,

1729.

prohibit by proclamation all fuch loans of mioney,
jewels, or bullion: the Atterney-general was ems
powered to compel, by Englifh bill, dn the court
of Exchequer, the effe¢tval difcovery, on ocath, of
any fuch loans; and it was enacted, thatin default

~ of an anfwer to any fuch bill the céurt thould decree

a limited fum ‘againft the perfon refufing to anfiwer.
Mr. Daniel Pulteney, a gentleman of uncommen
talents and ability, and particularly acquainted with
every braich of commerce;argued ftrenuoufly againt -
this bill, as a reftraint upon trade that would render

Holland the market of Europe, and the mart of
money to the ' nations of the continent. 'He faid

* _ that by this general prohibition, extending to-all

princes, ftates, or potentates, the Englith were
totally difabled from affifting their beft allies: that
among others the King of Portugal frequently bor-
rowed money ‘of the Englifh merchants refiding
within his dominions; that while the licenfing power
remained in the Crown, the licences would be iffued -
through the hands of the minifter, who by this new
trade might gain twenty, thirtys or forty thoufand
a-year : that the bill would render the Exchequer a
court of inquifition : and that whilft it reftrained our
merchants from afflifting the princes and powers of
Europe, it permitted our ftock-jobbers to trade in
their funds without interruption. ~ Other arguments
of equal weight were enforced by Mr. Barnard, a
merchant of  Londen, who perfe&tly underftood
trade in allits branches, fpoke with judgment and
precifion, and upon all occafions fteadily adhered to,
the intereft and liberties of his country. After hav-
ing explained his reafons, he declared he tfhould
never confent to a bill which he deemed a violation
of our fundamental laws, a breach of our deareft li~
berties, and a very terrible hardfhip on mankind..
Sir William Wyndham diftinguithed himfelf on the
fame fide of the queftion: the bill was vindicatgd
' : ¥y

s
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Book tejected s and the exclufive’privilege veffed. in the

Aniy30.

company was, by act of
~the year one tho

nhundred and fixty-fix,
upon the folloy

ng condit

Parliament, protraded to

: ns: - That they thould
pay into the Eychcqucr the fum of two hupdred

chaiiaed

* thoufand pounds towards the fupplies of the year,

without intereft or addition to their capital fock:

That the annuity or yearly fund of one hundred and
fixty thoufand pounds, payable to them from the
publick, fhould be reduced to one hundred and

twenty-eight thoufand : ‘That after the year one

thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, their right te
the exclufive trade fhould be liable to be taken away
by Parliament, on three years’ notice, and re-pay-
ment of their capital:

§ XXII On the ffteenth day of May the King
went to the Houfe of Peers, and clofed the f{effion.
In his fpeech he exprefied his joy, that notwith-
ftanding ali the ' clamours which were raifed, the
Parliament had approved of thofe matters, whﬂ.ch
fellunder their confideration ; a circumftance which,
he faid, could not fail to infpire all mankind with.
ajuft deteftation of thofe incendiaries, ‘who, by fecan--
calous hbels, laboured to alienate the affeétions of
his people; to fill their minds with groundlefs jea-
loufies and unjuft complaints, in dithonour of him
and his government, and in defiance of the fenfe of
both Houies of Parliament®*. The Emperor was
fo mucly incenfed at the infult offered him in the
treaty of Seville, with refpect to the garrifons of

Tufcany and Parma, that he prohibited the fubjects

* In the comfe of this feffion the Cnmmons pafled a bill for mak-
mgmoxe efteCtual the laws in being, for difabling perfons from being

cholen members of Parliament who enjoyed any p(nhon dunng plea- :

fure, or for any number of years, or any ofhc«—.s holden in truit for
them, by obliging all perfons hereafter to be chofen to ferye fior the
Commens in Darln ment, to take the oath therein mentioneds  In all
piobability thisbill would not have made its way through the Houle
of Commons, had not the minifter been well affured it wounld fick
with the Upper Houfe, whete it was rejecled at the fecond reading,

Atheugh notwithout vielint oppofition,

s ori
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fame to the Houfe within fourteen days after they c m a »,
fthould be received or accepted. The bill was vin-  IV.
dicated as juft and neceffary by the Earls of Win- =77
chelfea and Strafford, Lord Bathuift, and Lord '
Cartéret, who had by this time joined as an auxiliary
in ‘the oppofition*, ' > :
§ XXVI. The Houfe of Peers proceeded to con= An, 1731,
fider the ftate of the national debt: they read a bill
for the free importation of wool from Ireland into
England, which was fiercely oppofed, and laid afide,
contrary to all the rules of found policy, They
pafed the bill for carrying on proceedings at law in
the Englith language; and a fruitlefs motion was
made by Lord Bathurft for an addrefs, to defire his
Majefty would give diretions for difcharging the
Heflian troops that were in the pay of Great-Britain.
On the feventh day of May the Parhament was pro-
rogued, after the King had given them to under-
ftand, that all apprehenfions of war were now hap-
pily removed, by a treaty {igned at Vienna between
- him and the Emperor, He faid it was communi-
cated to the Courts of France and Spain, as parties
to the treaty of Seville, the execution of which it
principally regarded ; and that it was likewife fub-
mitted to the confideration of the States-General.
He obferved, that the conditions and engagements
into which he had entered on this occafion were

-

* Nothing was heard within doors in Parliament, but farcaftick
repartee and violent declamation between the two parties, who did not
confine their altercation to thefe debates, but took the field againft
each other in periodical papers, and occafional pamphlets. The paper
called the Craftfman bad already rifen into high repuration all over
England, for the wit; humour; and folid reafoning it contained. Some
of the beft writers in the oppofition, including Lord Bolingbroke and
Mr. P, made ufe of this vehicle to convey thieir animadyerfions upon
the minifter, who, oi his fide, employed the moft wretched fcribblers
todefend his condut. It was in confequence of two political pamph-
Tets, written in oppofition to each other, by Lord Hervey and Mr, P.
and fome recrimination they produced in the Houfe of Commons,
that his Lordfhip challenged the other to fingle combat, and had well
pigh loft his life in the duel, which was fought in Hyde Park,

2 VDL g, o Kk agrecable
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‘Boo ‘K"'ligi‘&ébic 46 that neceffary concern ‘which the Britifh

;!:73‘x. 3

nation muft always have for the fecurity and ‘pre-
fervation of thie balance of powerin Europe: ‘and
that this happy. turn; ‘duly improved with 2 juft

“regard to formeralliances, yiclded a fivourable pro-

~declared his Duchefs was three months advanced in

-_of Spain; and appointed five regents to govern the-

- Parma and Placentia, under the command of Ge-
neral Stampa, who declared they fhould conduét -

fpe&t of feeing the publick cranquillity re-effa-

blithed.

§ XXVIL Tn the mottth of Jamumry the Daké'of

Parma died, after having made a will in which he

her pregnancy; entreating the allied powets of
Europe to have compaffion ‘upon his people, ‘and
defer the execution of their projeéts untilhis confort
fhould be delivered. Tn cafe the child thould be fill
born, or die after the birth, he bequeathed his do-
minions and allodial eftates to the Infant Don Carlos

duchy. Notwithitanding this difpofition, 2 body
of Imperial troops immediately took poffeffion of

themfelves with all poffible regularity and modera~ |

tion, and leave the adminiffration entirely ‘to the

regents whom the Duke had appointed.  They

publickly proclaimed in the market-place, that they

took poffeflion of thef® duchies for the Infant, Do

Carlos : and that if the Duchefs Dowager fhould'not
be delivered of a Prince, the faid Infant might re-
ceive the inveftiture from the Emperor whenever he
would, ‘provided he thould come without an army,
Though thefe fteps feemed to threaten an immediate
war, the King of Great-Britain and the States-Ge-
neral interpofed their mediation fo effeftually wich
the Cotrt of Vienna, thatthe Emperor defifted from
the profecution of ‘his defign’; and on the fixteenth
day of March concluded 4t Vienna a treaty with his

Britannick Majefiy, by which he confented to with- |

draw his troops from Parma 'and Placentia.” He
sgreed,” That the King “of Spain ‘might rake pof-
ek fellion

<
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feffion of thcfc;places.ir; favour of his fon Don Carlos, ¢ 1 A P.

according to the treaty of Seville. He likewife
agreed, That the Oftend company, which had given
fuch umbrage to the maritime powers, fhould be
totally diffolved, on condition that the contracting
~ powers concerned in the treaty of Seville thould
guarantee the pragmatick fanction, or fucceflion of
ithe Auftrian hereditary dominions to the heirs female
of the Emperor, in cafe he thould die without male
iffuie. The Dutch minifter refiding at the Imperial
-Court did not fubfcribe this treaty, becaufe, by the
‘maxims received in that republick, and the nature
‘of her government, he could not be vefted with full
powers fo foon as it would have been neceflary:
neverthelefs the States-General were, by a feparate
article, exprefsly named as a principal contracting
_party. |
: §);(XVHI On the twenty-fecond day of July
a new treaty was figned at Vienna between the Em-
peror and the Kings of Great-Britain and Spain,
tending to confirm the former. In Auguft a treaty
of union and defenfive alliance between the electo-
rates of Saxony and Hanover was executed at Dref-
‘den. The Court of Spain expreffing {ome doubts
_with regard to the pregnancy of the Duchefs of

Parma, the underwent a formal examination by -

five midwives of different nations in prefence of the

elder Duchefs Dowager, feveral ladies of quality,

three phyficians and a furgeon; and was déclared

with child: neverthelefs, afterhaving kept all Europe

in fufpenfe for fix months, fhe owned fhe had been

deceived ; and General Stampa, with  the Imperial

forces, took formal poffeflion of the duchies of

. Parma, and Placentia. :Spain and. the Great Duke
of Tufcany having acceded to the laft creaty of

‘Vienna, the Crown of Great-Britain engaged to
equip an armament that fhould convoy Don.Carlos

to his new dominions. Accordingly,.Sir Charles

Wager failed with a ftrong fquadren from Portf-

b ' KR 2 - mouth

»

Iv.
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BOOK mouth on the twenty-fixth day of Auguft; and in

1.

G )

A

September arrived at Barcelona, where bemcr Jomed ]
by the Spam{h ficet and tranfports, they failed to-

‘gether to Leghorn ; from whence the Admiral re-
‘turned to England. Don' Catlos’ ‘paffed through

part of France, and embarking at Antibes on board
of the Spanifh gallies, arrived at Leghotn: in De-
cember. ~ Then the Imperial General withdrew his

forces into the Milanefe ; ; and the Infa.nt took poi- -

{feffion of his new territories. :
§ XXIX. During thefe tranfa&xons France was
diftracted by reholous difputes, occafioned by thé
bull Unigenitus thundercd againft the dotrinesof -
?anfcmus a bill which had produced 'a {chifm in
the Gallican Church, and well nigh involved that
country in civil war and confufion. It was oppofed
by the Parliaments and lay tribunals of the kingdom;
but many bifhops, and the Jefuits in general, were
its moft ftrenuous aflertors. All the artifices of
prieft-craft were practifed on both fides to inflame
the enthufiafm, and manage the fuperftition of tie
people. Pretended mtracles were wrought at the
tomb of Abbé Paris, who had died w1thout accept-
ing the bull, confequently was declared damned by
thc abettors of that conftitution. On the other hand,

" the Jefuits exerted all their abilities and induftry in

preaching againft the Janfenifts; in eftablithing an
opinion of thcxr fuperior fandtity’; and mfplrmc a
fpirit of quxenfm among their votaries, 'who welt
tranfported into the delirium of poffeflion, illumina-
tion and fupermtural converfe.. Théfe arts were
often ufed for the moft infamous purpofes. Female
enthufiafts were wrought up te fuch a violence of
agitation, that nature fainted under the ftruggle,
and the PLCUdO -faint feized this opportunity of vio-

“lating the chaflity of his penitent. ~ Such was faid to

be the cafe of Mademoifelle la Cadlere, a ‘young.
centlewoman of Toub’n, abufed in this nyanner by
the luft snd villany of Pere Cuard a noted Jefult,

_ ; who
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who underwenta trial before the Parliament of Aix, ¢ u a p.
and very natrowly efcaped the ftake. : 1v.
. § XXX. The Parliament of Great-Britain meet- Compi?!
ing on the thirteenth day of January, the King in i
hisfpeech declared, that the general tranquillity of
Furope was reftored and eﬁabhfhed by the laft treaty
of Vienna: and Don Carlos was actually pofiefled
~of Parma and Placentia : that fix thoufand Spaniards
‘were quietly admitted and quartered inthe duchy of
Tufcany, to fecure, by the exprefs confent and
agreement of the Great Duke, the reverfion of his
*dominions ; ‘and that a family convention was made
Dbetween the (,ourts of Spain and Tufcany, for pre-
fervmg mutual, peace and friendthip in the two
‘houfes.: He told die Commons, that the eftimates
for the {ervice of the current year would be confide-
rably lefs than thofe of former years. He recom-
~.mended unanimity: he obferved that his govern-
ment had no fecurity but what was equz ly condu-
.ive to their happinefs, and to the protection of his
pcoplc that. their profperity had no foundation but
in the defence  and {upport of his government.
< Qur fafety (faxd he) is mutual; and our interefls
¢ are infeparable.”” The oppofition to the Court
_meafures appears to have been uncommonly fpirited
during the courfe of this feflion. . The minifter’s
motions were attacked with all the artillery of elo-
_eution. . His principal emiffaries were: obliged. to
tafk their faculties to their full exerticn, to puzzlf'
and perplex where they could not demonftrate and
convince, to mifreprefent what they could not vin-
dicate, and to elude the arguments which they could
not refute,  In the Houfe of Commons Lord
Hervey, lately appointed Vice: Cha'nberlam of his
Majelty’s houiphold made a motion for an addrefs
of thanks, in which they fhould declare their entira
4Dprobatxon of the King’s condué, acknowledge
‘ the bleflings they enjoyed under his government, -
: cbprcfs their confidence in the wifdom of ‘his coun-
EEZ - cils;;

U
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B 0 0 K ¢il§; and declare their readinefs to'grantthe necefliry

1 i

1731,

fupplies. This member, fon to the Earl of Briftol,

was a nobleman of fome parts, which, however, -

were more {pecious than folid. He condefeended
to act as a fubaltern to the minifter, and approved
himfelf extremely active in forwarding all his de-
figns, whether asa fecret emiffary or publick orator ;
in which laft capacity he appearsto have been pert,

 frivolous, and frothy. His motion was feconded

by Mr. Clutterbuck, and oppofed by Sir Wilfred

 Lawfon; Mr. Shippen, M. W. Fulteney, Sir

Witliam Wyndham, and Mr. QOglethorpe.  They:
did not argue againft a general addrefs of thanks;
but expofed the abfurdity and bad tendency of
expreffions which implied a blind approbation of
all the meafures of the miniftry. = Sir Wilfred Law-
fon obferved, that notwich{tanding the great things
we had dong for the crown of Spain, and the favours
we had procured for the Royal family of that king-
dom, little or no fatisfaction had as yet been received
for the imjuries our merchents had fuftained from
that nation. . Mr. Pulteney took notice, that the
nation, by becoming guarantee to the pragmatick
fanction, laid itfelf under an cbligation to affift the
Auftrian family when attacked by any potentate
whatever, except the Grand Signiot : that they might
be attacked when it would be much againft the
intereft of the kingdom to engage itfelf in a war
upon any forcign account: that it might one day
be for the intereft of the nation to join againft them,
in order to preferve the balance of Europe; the
eftablithing of which had already coft England fuch
immenie {ums of money. ' He infifted upon the
abfurdity of concluding fuch a number of incon-
fiftent treaties ; and concluded with faying, that if
affairs abroad were now happily eftablifhed, the
miniftry which condu@ed them might be compared
to a pilot, who, though there was a clear, fafe, and.
ftraight channel into port, yet took it in his head to
carry
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carry the fhip & great way about, through fands, cH AP,
rocks, and fhallows s who, after having loft a grear V-

number of feamen, deftroyed & great deal of tackle el
and rigging, and fubjefted the owDers ©o snenor-
nous expeace, at laft by chance hiss the port, and
triumphs in his good conduét. Sir William Wynd-
ham Jpoke to the fame purpofe.  Mr. Oglethorpe,
a gentleman of unblemithed character, brave, ge-
nerous, . and humane, affirmed that ‘many -other
things related more neatly to the honour and intereft
of the nation than did the guarantec of the pragma-
gick fanction. He faid he wifhed to have heard
that the new works at Dunlkirk had been entirely
rafed and deftroyed: that the nation had received
full and complete fatisfaction for the depredations
committed by the natives of Spain: that more care
was taken in difciplining the militia, on whofe va-
lour the nation muft chiefly depend in cafe of an
invafion ; and that fome regard had been fhown to
the opprefled Proteftants in Germany. He ex-
prefied his fatisfadtion to find that the Englith were
not fo. clofely united to France as formerly;; for he:
had generally obferved, that when two dogs were
in a leath together, the ftronger generally ran away
with, the weaker; and this he was afraid had been

the cafe between France and Great-Britain. The
motion was vigoroufly defended by M. Pelham,
paymafter of the forces, and brother to-the Duke of
Newcattle, a man whofe greateft faultwas his being
concerned in {upporting t?;e meafures of a corrupt
miniftry, .. In other refpects he was liberal, candid,
benevolent, and even attached to the intereft of his
country, though egregioufly miftaken in his notions
! “On this . oceafion he afferted that

of government. ) _ i th
it was no ‘way inconfiftent with the honour or dignity

of that Houfe to. thank his Majefty in the moft
particular terms for every thing he had been pleafed
to. communicate in his {pecch from the throne : that
no expreflions of approbation in the addrefs could

a
"y
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B 00O Kbe any way made ufe of to prevent an enquiry into
TI. the meafures which had been purfued; when the
i731. treaties thould be laid before the Houfe. Hefaid, |

at the opening of ‘a2 feflion the eyes of all Europe
‘were turned ‘towards’ Great-Britain, and fromiithe
‘Patliament’s firlt refolves all the neighbouring pow-
ers judged of the unanimity that would enfue be-
‘tween his Majefty and the ‘reprefentatives  of his
‘people : that their appearing jealous or diffident of
‘ﬁls Majefty’s conduét would weaken his influence
. upon the councils of foreign ftates  and potentates, |
and perhaps put it out of his power to rectify any
falfe ftep that might have been made by his mini-
fters.  His arguments were reinforced by a long
fpeech from Mr. H. Walpole. The queftion was
put, the motion carried, and the addrefs prefented.

§ XXXI. The next fubjett of debate was the
number of Jand-forces. 'When the fupply fell under
confideration, Sir W. Strickland, fecretary: at war,
‘moved that the fame number which ‘had ‘been main-
tained in the preceding year fhould be‘continued in |
pay. On the other hand, Lord Morpeth, having
demonftrated the danger to which the liberties'of |
the nation might be expofed, by maintaininga nu-
merous ftanding army in time of peace, madea
motion that the number thould be reduced to twelve =
thoufand. A warm debate enfuing, was managed
in favour of ‘the firft motion by Lord Hervey, Sir '
Robert Walpole, ‘and his brother, Mr. Pelham, and
Sir Philip Yorke, Attorney-general.” Fhis gentle-

- man was counted a better lawyer thana politician,
and fthone more as an advocate at the bar than as
an orator in the Houfe of Commons. = The laft
partifan of the miniftry was Sir William Yonge,
one of ‘the Lords Commiffioners of the treafury; =
a2 man who rendered himfelf ferviceable and ne-
ceflary, by ftooping to all compliances, '‘running
upon every fcent, and haranguing on every fubject
with an cven, uninterrupted; tedicus flow of dull

e i S 5 " declamation;
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declamation, compofed of affertions without vera-cHA P,
city, conclufions from falfe premifes, words without ~ IV-
meaning, and language without propriety. Lord ™y 7
Morpeth’s motion was efpoufed by Mr. Watkin
Wiltiams Wynne, a gentleman of an ancient family
“and opulent fortune in Wales, brave, open, hofpi-
table; and warmly attached to the ancient conftitu-
tion and hierarchy : he was fupported by Mr. Wal-
ter Plumer, who fpoke with weight, precifion, and
fevérity, by Sir W. Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, Mr.
W. Pulteney, and Mr. Barnard. - The Courtiers
argued that it was neceflary to maintain fuch a
number of land-forces as might defeat the defigns
of malcontents, fecure the interior tranquillity of the
kingdom, defend it from external affaults, over-
awe its neighbours, and emable it to take vigorous
meafures in cafe the peace of Europe fhould be re -
embroiled.  They affirmed, the fcience of war was
{omuch altered, and required fo much attention, that
no dependence was to. be placed upon “a militia :
that-all nations ‘were obliged to maintain ftanding
~ armies, for their fecurity againft the encroachments
‘of neighbouring powers : that the number of troops
in Great-Britain was too inconfiderable to excite the
jealoufy of the people, even under an ambitious
‘Monarch: that his Majefty never entertained the
leaft thought of infringing the liberties of his fub-
jeéts: that it could not be fuppofed that the officers,
among whom were many gentlemen of family and
fortune, would ever concur in a defign to enflave their
country; and that the forces now in pay could not be
properly deemed a ftanding army, inalmuchas they
were voted and maintained from year to year by the
Parliament,whichwas the reprefentative of the people.
‘To thefe arguments the members in the oppofition
replied, that a ftanding force in time of peace was
unconftitutional, and had been always thought dan-
gerous; that a militia was as capable of dif¢ipline
as a ftanding army, and would have more incentives

o
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BOOK: to. cguragef .and perfevcrance that the civil magi. -

Tazan.

ftrate was a.blc to preferve the peace of the country :

tgnatth numb@ of the malcontents was altogether
COHECptLblﬁ oubh it mwht be confide erably aug-
mented by maintaining a ﬁandmg army, and other
fuch arbitrary meafures : that other nations had'been
enflaved by {tanding armies; and howfocvc: they“

might find them/felves neceflitated to. ‘depend upon .

a military force for fecurity again@ encroaching
neighbours, the cafe was. very different wil :
to Great- anam, for the defence ‘of which nature had
provided in a peculiar manner;: that this. prowﬁon,
was ftrengthened and improved by a numerous navy,.
which fecured her dominion of the fea; and, if
properly difpofed, would rendes allinvafion imprac-
ticable, or at leaft ineffleGual ; that the land-army of
Great-Britain, though fufficient to: endanger the
fiberties of an unarmed people, could not poffibly

* fecure fuch an extent of coalt, and therefore could

be of very litcle fervice in preventing an invafion:
that though they had all imaginable confidence in'
his Majeﬁy s regard for the hberty of his fubjects;
they could not help apprchendmb, that fhould a |
flanding army become part of - the conftitution, an=:
other Prmcc of mere dangerous talents, and more!
fatal deﬁcns, might an{e, and  employ it for thes
worft purpofes of ambition: that though many o=
ficers were gentlemen of honour and probny, thefe :
might be eafily difcarded, and the army ¢ gradually -
moulded into a qulte different temper. . By thele
means, praétded in former times, ‘an army had .
been new modelled to fuch a degreey that they
turned their fwords againil the Parhament, for whole
defence they had been raifed, and deftroyed the
conttitution both in Church °nd State : that with
refpedt to itsbeing wholly dependent onthe Palia-
ment, the people of Encrland would have reafon £o:
complain of the fame | mdﬂnp, whether a franding
army ‘fhould be uechrfd at’ once mdhpenﬁblﬁ, g
eoulauy‘
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regurarly voted from year to year, according to the CH A .
diretion of the miniftry : that the fan@tion of the W
lcglﬂature granted to meafures which in themieives e
are unconftitutional, burthenfome, odious, znd re- '
pugnant to the genius of the nanon, inftead of
ylf:ldmg confolauon, would ferve only to demon-
{trate » that the moft effe@tual method of forgmg the ~
chains of national flavery, would be that of minif-
- terial mﬂucncc operating upon. a venal Parliament.
Such were the reafons urged againtt a ftanding army,
of what number foever it mxcht be compofed : but
she expediency of reducing the number fromabou
-eighteen thoufand to twelve thoufand, was infifted
upon as the natural Confequcncc of his Majefty’s
declaration, by which they were given to underftand
that the peace of Eurepe was efrabl thed; and that
he had nothing fo much at heartas the eafe and prof=
perity of his people It was fuggefted; that'if eigh= ;
teen thoufand men were fufficient on the fuppoi'“d :
eve of a general war in Europe, it was furely rea-
fonable to think that a lefs number would fuffice -
when peace was perfectly re-eftablithed. Whatever
effect thefe reafons had vpon the body of the natio,
they made no' converts in the Houfe, where the
majority refolved that the ftanding army fhould be
maintained without reduction. Mr. Plumer com-
plained, that the country was opprefled by an arbi-
trary method of quartering foldiers, in an undue
proportion,apon thofe publicans who refufed to vote
- 1n eleétions accerding to the direction of the minif-
try.  Mr. Polteney afferted, that the money raifed
for the fubfiftence of eighteen thoufand men inEng-
land, would maintain fixty thoufand French or
Germans, or the fame number of almoft any other
people on the continent. 'Sir William Wyndham
declared,” that eighteen thoufand of the Enghﬂi
troops in the late war were maintained on lefs than
two-thirds of th\. fum' now demanded for the like

num mber ;
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BooOK nu"an but no' regard ‘was paid to thefe allcma-
IL. tlon 3.
"‘"“’“‘ §YZX}&H The pcxt obje& of 1mportance that
" artralted the motice of the Houfe, was the frate of
‘the Charitable Corporation. This company-was firft -
erected in the year one thoufand feven hundred.and
feven. Fheir pmfef‘ Ted mccnnon was to lcmi;noney ‘
at legal intereft to the poor, upon fmall pledges; |
and to perfona of better rank upon an_indubitable
fecunty of goods impawned. Their capital wasar
£rft Emited to thirty thoufand pounds ;- but, by
licences from the crown, they increafed it to fix
hundred thoufand pouqu, though their charter. Was
never confirmed by act of Parliament. Inthe month -
of O&cher, Geor ge Robmfon, efquire, member
for Mar 1ow*, the cafhier, and ]ohn Thompfon,
warehoufe-keeper of the corporation, dlfappeared m
one day. ‘The proprictors, alarmed at this inci- |
dent, held feveral general courts, and appomtc:d il
committee to mipe& the ftate of their affairs. . They
reported, that for a capital of above five hundred
thoufand pounds no equivalent was found ; ;pafmuch‘ ;
as their effects did notamount to the value of thltt}" ‘
thoufand, the remainder having been embezzled by
means which they could not difcover. The pro-
prietorsy in a petition to the Houfe of Commons,
reprefented that by the moft notorious breach of -
truft in {everal perfons to whom the care and ma-
nagement of their affairs were committed, the cor-
POI’ath"i had been defrauded of the crrcate& part of
their capital; and thatmany of the petitioners were
reduced to the utmoft degree of mifery and diftrefs ;
the}, therefore, prayed, that as they were unable to
- detect the combinations of thofe who had ruined
themn, or to bring the delinquents to juftice, without
the aid of the power and amhomv of Parliament,
the Houfe would vouchfafe to enquire into the fate
. of the corpor"mon, ‘and thc conduct of thmr manﬂf
-geiss- and give fuchrelief to the peritioners as tothe
ARG Lo Houls




Houfe thould fcem meet. The petmon was crrzi~
- cioufly received, and a fecret committee ap ointed
to proceed on the enquiry. They foon difeovered a

moft i mlqultous fcene of fraud, which' had b&cna&cd .

by Robinfon and Thompfon, in concert with fome

of the direCtors, for embezzling the- capltal and

cheatihg the proprletors. Many perfons of rank and
q 'allty°werc -concerned in this infamous confpu acy
i of the firft ‘charafters in the naton did not

59,
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jefcape ﬁ:lfpxcxon and cenfure. Sir Robert S.ltton'

and Sir Archibald Grant were expelled the Houfe of
‘Commons, as havuw had 2 conﬁderable ;’harc in
thofe fraudulent pra&xces “a bill was brought in to
reftrain them and other delinquents from leavmg the
ngdom, or ahenatmcr their effects. In the, mean
‘time, the committe I*echCfl a letter from Slgﬂol
John Angelo Belloni, an’ eminent banker at Rome,

giving-them to underftand, that Thompfon was f¢-

cured in that city, with all his papers, and confined

to the caftle of St. Angelo; and that the papers were
‘tranfinitted to his correfpondent at Paris, who would
, deliver them up, on cereain conditions ftipulated *in
- favour of the prifoner. - This letter was confidered

45 an artifice to infinuate a favourable oplnion of
the (Pretender, ‘as if he had taken meafures for fe-
‘curing Thompfon, from his zeal for: _]UﬁlCC, and
affeétion for the Englifh’ people:  On this fuppo-

ﬁtxon, the propofals were rejeéted with difdain ; and -

both Houfes concurred in an order that the letter
fhould be burned at the Royal Exchange, by the
hands of the common hanv"n:m. The Lower Houfe
refolved, that it was an mfownt and audacious libel,
“abfurd and comrad;c’tory that the whole tranfaction

was a {candalous artifice, calculated to delude the

unhappy, and to difguife and conceal the wicked .

practices of the proreﬁ"ed enemies to his Majefty’s
perfon, crown, and dignity.

§ XXXIII. No motion, during this fefﬁon, pro-

- ducy -d fuch a warm conteft as did that of Sir Robert

VValpole,
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Walpole, when, after along preamble, ‘he propofed
that the duties on falt, which about two years be-
fore had beenabolifhed, fhonld now:be revived, and
granted to his Majefty, his heirs, and fuccefors, for
the term -of three years. dn order to fiveetchithis
propofal, he: declared that the land-tax for theren-
fuing year {hould:bereduced tosone :hilling fin the
pound. All the members cf the ‘COUNtry :party were

Jmmediately in commotion. They expreffed their

furprize at the grofinefs of the impofition. They
oblerved, :that-two years hadifcarce elapfed fince ithe
King, in a fpeech from.the throne, thad exhorted
them toabolith -fome of the taxes:that were:the noft '
burthenfome 'to the :poor : 'the:Houfe was then of
opinion, that the tax upon fait ‘was‘the moft ‘bur-
thenfome, and the moft pernicious :tocthe trade of
the kingdom, of all ‘the impofitions ‘to-which the
poor were fubjected, and thereforesit was taken off:
but that no good reafon could be produced for :al-
tering their opinion fo fuddenly, -and refolving ‘to
grind the faces of the poor, in order to eale a few

vich men of the landed intereft. They affirmed, |

that the moft general taxes are not always the leaft

‘burthenfome : that after a ‘nation is gbliged toex-

tend their taxes farther than the luxuries of - thqir
country, thofe taxes that can-be raifed with the leaft

«charge to the publick, are the moft convenient and

eafielt to the people: but they ought carefully to
avoid taxing thofe things which are neceflary for
the fubfiftence of the poor. The price of all necef-

faries being thus enhanced, the wagesof ‘the tradef-

man and manufadurer muft be increafed; .and where
‘thefe are high the manufacturers will be underfold by

thofe of cheaper countries.  The trade muft of con-
fequence be ruined; anditis not to:be fuppofed that

¢the Janded gentleman would choofe to  fave.a fhil-

Pl

ling in the pound from the land-tax, by means:©
an expedient that would ruin the manu—fa&u_res-d
his country, and decreale the value of his own for=
- 7 : X : tune,
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tunel” They alledged that the ‘fal't-"tax ‘particularly € HA 2,
affecied the poor, Who could not afford ‘o edt freth Ve
provifions ; and that, as it formerly occafioned mur-
murs and difcontents among the lower clafs 'of ‘peo-
ple, the revival of it would, in all probability, exaf-
 perdte them into open fedition.  ‘They. obferved,
that while it was exacted in England, 2 gteat num-
‘ber of miercharts fent their thips to Treland, to be
- victualled for their refpective voyages; that, fince it
had been abolithed, many experiments had been
fuccefstully tried “with falt for ‘the improvement of
agrictlture, which would'be entirely defeated by the
revival of this impofition.” They fuggelted that the
Tand“rax was raifed at. a very fmall expence, and
fibje& to no fraud, whereas that ‘upon fale wouldl
employ a great number of additional officers in the
fevenue, wholly dependingupon the miniftry, whofe
influence in eledtions they would proportionaby in-
creafe. ““They even hinted, that this confideration
was one powerful motive for propofing the revival
©f an odious tax, which was'in effet an excife, and
would be deemed ‘a ftep towards a general excife
upon all forts of provifions. Finally, they demon-
Atrated that the falt-tax introduced numbertefs frauds
and’ perjuries in different articles of traffick.  Sir
Robert Walpole endeavoured to obviaté all thefe
objections in a long fpeech, which was minutely
anfwered and refuted in every article by Mr. Pulte-
ney. Neverthelefs, the queftion being put, the
minifter’s motion was carried in the afirmative,
and the duty revived: yet, before the bill paffed,
divers motions were made, and additional claufes
propofed by the members in the oppofition.  New
debates were raifed on every new objeétion, and the
Courtiers were obliged to difpute their ground by
inches, : :
§ XXXIV. The penfion bill was revived, and
for the third time rejected in the Houfe of Lords,:

A bill for the ‘encouragement of the fugar colonies :
A : pafled

Y
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B 0.0 K pafled through the Lower Houfe with greatdifficulty,
I bu: was loft among the Peers: another, for the bet-
i7ar, ter fecuring the freedom of Parliaments, by further
qualifying members to fitinthe Houfe of Commons,
was read the third time, and thrown out uporf the |
queftion. A committee had been appointed toen-
quire into & fale of the eftate which had belonged to
the fate Earl of Derwentwater. It appeared by the
report, that the fale had been fraudulent: a bill
was prepared to make it void: Dennis Bond,
efquire, and Serjeant Birch, commiflioners for the
fale of the forfeited eftates, were declared guilty of
notorious breach of truft, and expelled the Houfe
of which they were members : George Robinfon,
sfquire, underwent the fame fentence, on agcount
of the part he acted in the Charitable Corporation,
as he and Thompfon had neglected to furrender
themfelves, according to the terms of a bill which
had pafled for that purpofe. During this feffion,
five members of Parliament were expelled for the |
|

degeneracy and difhonour: All the fupplies were
granted, and among other articles, the {um of two-
-and-twenty thoufand fix hundred ninety-four pounds,
feven fhillings; and fixpence, for the agio or differ-" |
ence of the fubfidies payable to the Crown of Den-
mark, in purfuance of the treaty fubfifting between
the late King and that Monarch: but this was not" -
obtained without a violent difpute. Mr. Pulteney,
who bore a confiderable fhare in-all thefe debates,
became in a little time o remarkable as tobe thought
worthy of a very particular mark of his Majefty’s |
difpleafure. The King, on the firft day of July, |
called for the council-book, and with his own hand |
ftruck the name of William Pulteney, efquire, out
of the lift of privy councillors : his-Majefty further
ordered him to be put out of all ‘the -commiffions
of the peace. The feveral Lord-lieutenants, from
whom he had received deputations, were com-
- - manded

3
¥

moft fordid a&s of knavery; a fure fign of mational i







g4+ HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

BOO 1{ ng, on the firft day of June, gave the Royal aﬁ‘cng \
IL  tothe bills that were prepared, and clofed the feflion,

. ;“’,‘;;"‘ after having informed both Houfes that the States-
General had acceded to the treaty of Vienna: that

“he had determined to vifit his German dominjons,
and to leave the Queen Regent in'his abfence. He
accordingly fet out for Hanover in the beginning of
June. By this time the pragmatick fantlion was
confirmed by the Diet of the empire, though not
- without a formal proteft by the Elc&ors Palatme. :

Bavaria, - and Saxony. :

4
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§rI Remarka?)le infiance of fzuczcze §II z{ﬁz/s of
' .,:_=tz’oe Conggnenr.  § L.~ Meeting of ‘the "Parlioment.
e I dié’/:f t0 the King touching the Spanifb de-

S VII. Biil for a dower to the Princefs ]\L}’ﬂ/

_J".g VI Debatein the Hozyé of Lords concerning the -

eftates of the late Direltors of the :South-fea Ca/npfm_y
§ IX. Double eletion of a King in Poland. § X. The
Kings of FErance, Spam, and. ar:’zrza Join agazrﬁ the
Emperor. . § XI. The Prince ¢f Orange arrives in

Fingland. § XL Altercation in the H{;l_’ﬂ o Gom-
mons.  § XL Debate about the removal of the’

Dutke of Bolton and Lord Vifrount Cobbam from their
vefpective regiments. - § XIV. Motion Jor the repeal
of ‘the feptennial aff. § V. Comclifion of are-
wmarkable [peech by Sir W. Wyndbam. § XVI. Mg/~
_fzzge from the King for powers to augment the forces
. the intervals between the to Parlizments.

§ XVIL. Oppofition in the Hon ife of Peers. . Parlio-

ment diffolved. - § XVII. Dantzick befieged by the
Raffions. § XIX. Philip/burgh taken by the French.

Do Carlos takes paffeffion of Naples. § XX. Baiile
of Perma. & XXI  Uhe Imperialifts are agoin
worfted at Guflalls.  An edict in France compelling

the Britifh [ubjedls in that kingdom to inlif} in the

Lrench army. § XX New Parliament in Great-,
Britain. § XXII. Debate on a fubfidy to Des-
mark, § XXIV. = Petition of fome Scottifh noble-
‘men to the Honfe of Peers. § XXV. Bill exploining
an aét of the Scottifb Parliament touching wronguons
imprifonment. § XXVI. Mifunderfian dsz Zia’m}&r
the. Caurts of Spain and Porfugﬂ/ Sir j"o/m Norris
Jails ‘wzt;b a firong fquadron to Lifbon. § XXVIL
Prelimingries figned by the Emperor and the King of
L France,

)

CUrollie ® It - T s

- predations. § V. The Exaife fheme propofed by Sir,
.:Rﬁéart Wa@c[e. § VI Oppofition to the j:beme
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France.  § XXVIH-»,}’i"GCE"’di”g‘ in Parliament,
§ XXIX. Bill for preventing the retail of fpiri-

- puous Liquors. Another for the relief of Quakers in.

the article of tithes. § XXX. Mortmain aif. § XXXI.

Romarkable vios at Edinburgh. § XXXIL ‘Rup-

fure between the Cxarina and the Ottoman Porle,

§ XXXUL The ffion of Parliament opened by
commiffion. § XXXIV. Motion i both Houfes for
" & fettlement on the Prince of Wales. § XXXV,
Fierce debate on this [ubject.  § XXXV Scheme |
by Sir Fobn Barnerd for reducing the intereft of the
wational debt.  § XXXVIL Bill againf?t the city of

 Edinburgh.  § XXXVIL Play-boufe bill.

300K § L M HE moft remarkable incident that dif

IL.

37320

tinguifhed this year in England was 2 |

very uncommon inftance of fuicide; an act of defpair "
{o frequent among the Englifh, thatin other coun-
trics it is objeéted to them as a national reproach.

Though it may be generally termed the effet of
lunacy proceeding from natural caufes operating on |
the human body, in fome few inftances it feems o |

have been the refult of cool deliberation. Richard
Smith, a bookbinder, and prifoner for debt withia
the liberties of the King’s-Bench, perfuaded his wife

to follow his example in making away with herfelf, -

after they had murthered their little infant. This
wretched pair were in the month of April fount
hanging in their bed-chamber, at about a yard’s
diftance from each other; and in a feparate apart-

ment the child lay dead in a cradle.  They left two |
papers enclofed 1in a fhort letter to their landlord, |
whofe kindnefs they implored in favour of their dog |
_and cat.  They even left money to pay the porter |

- who fhould carry the enclofed papers to the perfon |
for whom they were addreffed. In one of thefe the
hufband thanked that perfon for the marks of friend—j

thip he had received at his hands; and cpmplain'ed-‘ :

of the-ill offices he had undergone from a different
-3 R quarters |

|

1
f
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quartér. The other paper, fubfcribed by the hul-cuaP.

‘band and wife, contained the reafons which induced -
them to aé fuch a tragedy on themfelves and their

offspring.,  This letter was altogether furprizing for

the .calm refolution, the good humour, and the

5 propriety with which it was written.  They declared,

that .they withdrew themfelves from poverty and
- rags; evils that, through a train of unlucky acci-
: dcnts, were become mev1table They appealed to
their neighbours for the induftry with which they
had endeavoured to earn a livelihood. Thcy jufti-
#ied the murther of their child, by faying, it was
lefs cruelty to take her with them, than to leave her
friendlefs in the world, expofed to ignorance and
. mifery. They profcffed their belief and confidence
in an Almighty God, the fountain of goodnefs and
beneficence, who could not poflibly take delight in
- the mifery of his creatures: they, therefore, reﬁgned
- up their lives to him without any terrible apprehen-
fions; fubmitting themfelves to thofe ways which,

~ in his goodnefs, he thould appointafter'death. Thefe

unfortunate fuicides had been always induftrious and

; {ruoal mvmc1b1y hone{‘f and remarkable for con-:

Jucral aﬁeéhon :

‘§ Il Truftees having been appointed by charter
to fuperintend a new fettlement in Georgia, fituated
‘o the fouthward of Carolina in America, Mr. Ogle-

“thorpe, as General, and Governor of the provmcc,y

¥V
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embarked at Gravefend, with ‘a number -of poor” -

families, to plant that colony. The King of Spain
having equipped a very powerful armament; the fleet
failed on the fourth day of June from the road of
Alicant, under theé command of the Count de Mon-
temar, and artived on the coaft of Barbary in the
neighbourhood of Oran, where a confiderable body
of troops was landed without much oppofition, Next
day, however, they were attacked by a numerous
army of Moors, over whom they obtained a com-
plete viory., . The Bey or Governor of Oranim-

LL 3 medmtcl :
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'8 0 0k mediately retired with his garrifon, and the Spa-
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niards took poffeflion of the | place, from which they’
had been driven in the year one thoufund feven hun-
dred and eight. The ftrong fort of Mazalaquivir
was likewife furrendered to the victors at the firft
fumfnons, fo that this expedition anfwered all the
views: with which it 'had been p1~0J€6tcd Vi&or
Amadmus, the abdicated King of Sardmm, havmm,
at the infligation of his wife, engaced in fome in-
trigues, m ordcr to re-afcend the throne, his don;
the rewnmg ng, .ordered his perfon to be feized
at Montcalier, and conveyed to Rivoli, under:a
ftrong efcort. His wife, the Marchionefs de Spigno, -
was conducted to Seva. The old ch s confeflor,
his phyfician, and ejght-and-forty perfons of dif-
tinction  were 1mpr1foned The citadelof Turip
was fecured with a ftrong garrifon; and new inftruc-
tions were given to the Governor and fenate of '
Chamberri. The difpute which had long fubfifted -
between the King of Pruffia and the young Prince
of Orange, touching the fucceffion to the eftates |
pofiefit ted by King William III as head of the Houfe |
of Orange, was at laft accommodatﬁd by a formal
treaty figned at Berlin and Dierin.  The DutCh
Wwere cvreﬂtly alarmed about thjs time with an appre-
kenfion of bemrr overwhelmed, by an inundation,
occafioned by worms, which were faid to have con-
fumed the piles and timber-work that fupported their
dykes They. p;aved and fafted with uncommon
zeal, in terror of this Lalamlty, which they did not
know how to avertin any other mapner. At length
thty were delivered from their fears by a hard froft,
which effectually 7 deftroyed thofe dangerous anjmals.
About thistime, Mr. Dieden, F Plenipotentiary from .
the Eletor of Hanover, recen}ed, in the pame 0
hl malter, the inveftiture of Bremen and Verden
from the hands of the Empcror
S, The hl”coxy of England at thlS perlod can:
not be very. Lntereﬁng, as, 1t chicly cenfifts in ap
; : annugl
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annual revolution of debates in Parliament. De- CHAP.
bates, in which the fame arguments perpetually re- .
cur on the fame fubjects. When the feflion was 175
opened on the fixteenth day of January, the King
declared, that the {ituation of affairs both at home
and abroad rendered it unneceffary for him to lay
before the ‘two Houfes any other reafons for calling -
- them together, but the ordinary difpatch of the |
publick bufinefs, and his defire of receiving their
-advice in fuch affairs as thould require the care and,
confideration of Parliament. The motion made in
the Houfe of Commons for an addrefs of thanks
implied, that they thould exprefs their fatisfaction -
at the prefent fiuation of affairs both at home and
abroad. The motion was carried, notwithftanding
the oppofition of thofe who obferved, that the nation
“had very little reafon to be pleafed with the prefent
ofture of affairs; that the French were employed
in fortifying and reftoring the harbour of Dunkirk,
contrary to the faith of the moft folemn treaties ;
that the Britith merchants had received no redrefs
for the depredations committed by the Spaniards ;
¢hat the commerce of England daily decreafed: that"
. no fort of trade throve but the traffick of *Change-
Alley, where the mofl abominable frauds were prac-
tifed; and that every feflion of Parliament opened a
new fcene of villany and impofition.
11§ IV. The penfion bill was once more revived,
and Ioft again in the Houfe of Peers. - All the rea-
“fons formerly advanced againft a ftanding army were
now repeated; and a reduction of the number in-
fitted upon with fuch warmth, that the minifterial -
party were obliged to have recourfe o the old phan-
tom of thes Pretender. Sir Archer Croft faid a
continuation of the fame number of forces was the
more neceflary, becaufe, to his knowledge, Popery
was increafing very falt in the countrys for, in one
parith which he knew, there were feven popifh
priefts; and that the danger from<he Pretender was
L L the
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80 0 Kthe mote to be feared, becaufe they did not- know "
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' that, if they thould refolve to reduce am:

“nightto carry the good news beyondfea to

- but be was then breeding his fon a Proteftant. Sir
" Robert Walpole obfewed thata reduéjonof the
ar my was the chiet thing withed for and defired by

all the Jacobites in the kmgdom that no reduction
- had cver been made but what gave frefh hopes, to
“that party, and encoursged them o fa ]

againft thegovernment; and he did nor
army, there would be poft horfes employed th

pcndex His brother Horatio added, that the num-
ber of troops then propofediwas abiolutely neceflary
to fupport his Majefty’s government, and would be
neceflary as long as, “the nation ‘enjoyed the happi-

~nefs of having the prefent luftricus family on the

throne. The Futils ity, the felf-contradiction, and. the

‘yidiculous abfurdity of thefe fuggeftions were pro-

perly expofed: neverthelefs, the army was voted
without any reduion, = Sir Wilfred Law{on having |
made a motion for an addrefs to the King, to know i
what fatisfation had been made by Spam for the |
depredations committed on the Britifh merchants, !
it was after a violent debate apploved and the ad- ‘
drefs prefented. = The King. in anfwer to this e~ |
monftrance gave themto underﬁand that the meet= |
ing of the commlﬁ"aues of the two Crowns had been il
o long delayed by unforefeen accidents; that the
conferences were not opened till the latter end of the-
preceding February ; and that as the Courts of Lon-
don and Madrid had agreed that the term of three
yiears ftipulated for- ﬁnlﬂ“m'r the commiffion thould
be computed from their ﬁlf’c meeting, a perfectac-
‘count of their proceedings could not gsyet be lald |
before the Houfe of Commons A bl had been
long depen ding for granting encouragement to the
fugar colonies in the VVeﬁ Indies; but, as it was
foanded upon a prohibition that would have put a
ﬁop to a,l commerce bctWPcn the French - 1{lmds
an
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“nd the Britith fettlements m North-America; itc maPp.
met with a very warm oppoﬁuon from thofe who Ve
had the profperity of thole northern colonies at
- heart. - But the bill being patronifed and {fupported
by tbe Court intereft, furmounted all-objections;

- and afterwards pafled into a law. - While the Com-

- mons deliberated upon the fupply, Sir Robert Wal-
“.pole. moved, that five hundred thoufand pounds
fhould be iffued out of the finking-fund for the fer-
vice of the enfuing year. Sir W Villiam Wyndham, -
£ Pulteney, ‘and Sir John Barnard, expatiated |
- wupon the iniquity of pillaging a facred depofit, fo-

. lemnly appropriated tothe difcharge of the national
debt. Theymight have demonttrated the egregious

1732

* - folly of ameaﬁue, by which the publick, for alittle

temporary eafe, loft the advantage of the accumu-
lating intereft which would have arifen from the .
ﬁnkmo fund if properly managed and referved. All
Ob_]C&IOIlS vanithed before the | powers of minifterial
influence, which nothing now could check but the
immediate danger of popular commotion. Such
- hdzardous interpofition actually defeated a {cheme *
which had been adopted by the minifter, and even
before its appearance alarmed all the trading part: of
the nation.
§V‘ The Houfe havi ing refolved icfelf into a
committee, to deliberate upon the moft proper me-
thods for the better fecurity and improvement of
the duties and revenues charged upon tobacco and
wines, all the papers relatmor to thefe duties were
{ubmitted to the perufal of the members: the Com- :
~miffioners of the Cuftoms and Excife were ordered
to attend the Houfe, the avenues of which were
crowded with multitudes of people ; and the mem- -
bers in the oppofition waited impatiently for a-pro-
pofal, in which they thought the liberties of their
~ country fo.deeply interefted. In a word, there had
been a call of the Houfe on the preceding day.
The feflion was frequent and full; and both fides
e e : “appeared
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B OO Rappcared ready and eager for the conteft when Sir
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- Robert quole broachcd his defign. He took no-
tice of the arts which had been ufed to prqudlce

“the people againft his plan before it was known.
He affirmed tl hat the clamours occafioned by thefe

prejudices had originally rifen from finugglérs and
fraudulent dealers, who had enriched themfelv"é‘s by

cheating the publick; and that thefe had been ftrenu-

i

oufly aﬁi ted and fupported by another fet of men
fond of every opportunity to {tir up the people
Gieat-Britain to ruutiny and fedition.  He ex

2

tiated on the ffauds ‘that were cominitted in chat
branch of the revenue arifing from the duties on

tobaceo ; upon the hardfhips to which the American

- planters were fubjetted by the heavy duties payable

on Importation, as well as by the ill ufdge they had

met with fror. their fattots hnd coriefpond«:nts in
- England, who, from being their fervants were now
become their mafters ; upon the injury done to the .

tair trader; and the lofs fuftained by the pubhrk with
refpect to the revenue. - He afferted that the fcheme

he was about to propofe would remove all thefe in-

conveniencies, prevent nimberlefs frauds, perjuries,

and falfe entries, andadd two or three hundred thou-

fand pounds per annum to the publick revenue. He

entered.into a long detail of frauds practifed by the :
knavith dealers in thofe commodities: he recited the

teveral alts of Parliament that related o the duties
on wine and tobacco: he declared he hadno inten-
tion to yiorﬂotc a general excife: he endeavoured to
obwviate {oine obje&lons that 'mjght be made to his

* plan, the nature of which he at length exphmed

Fie propofed to |om the laws of Excife to thofe of
the Cuftoms: that the further fubfidy: of three
farthings per pomd charged upon imported tobacco
thould be {#ill levied at the Cufftom Houfe, and

« payable to his Majefty’s civil-lift as heresofore; that

then the tobacco fhould be loclced in warehoufes,

to be aopo'ntci for: that purpofe > badie e Commif-

{joners.
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fioners of the Excife : that the keeper of each ware- c H AP.
houfe, appointed likewife by the Commiffioners, ¥
fhould have one lock and key, and the merchant-
importer have another: and that the tobacco thould
be thus fecured until the merchant fhould find vent
for it; either by exportation or home confumption :
that the part defigned for exportation fhould be -
weighed at the Cuftom Houfe, difcharged of the -
three farthings per pound which had been paid at
its firft importation, and then exported without
farther trouble : that the portion deftined for home
sconfumption fhould, in prefence of the warchoufe-
keeper, be delivered to the purchafer, upon his
paying the jnland dury of four-pence per pound
weight, tothe proper officer appointed to receive it;
by which means the merchant would be eafed of
the inconvenience of paying the duty upon impor~
~gation, or of granting bends and finding {ureties
for the payment, before he had found a market for
the commodity;' that all penalties and forfeitures,
{o far as they formerly belonged to the Crown, fhould
for the future be applied to the ufe of the publick :
that appeals in this, as well as in all other cafes re-
lating to the excife, thould be heard and determined
by two or three of the judges, to be named by his
Majefty; and in the country, by the judge of affize
apon the next circuit, who fhquld hear and deter-
mine fuch appeals in the moft fummary manner,
without the formality of proccedings in courts of law
or equity. :
§ VL Such was the fubftance of the famous excife
{cheme, in favour of which Sir Robert Walpole
moved, that the duties and {ubfidies on tobacco
fhould from and after the twenty-fourth day of June
ceale and determine. The debate which enfued
was managed and maintained by all the able
fpeakers on both fides of the queftion. Sir Robert
Walpole was anfivered by Mr. Perry, member for
the city of London. Sir Paul Methuen joined gn
: the

173t



$%  HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

BOOK the oppofition. ' Sir John Barnard, another repre-
- fentative of London, diftinguithed himfelf in the
fame caufe,” He was fupported by Mr. Pulteney,
, Sir William Wyndham, and other patriots.. The
E feheme was efpoufed by Sir Philip Yorke, appointed, «
~+° Lord-Chief-Juftice of the King’s-Bench, and en.
.~ npobled in the courfeof the enfuing year. Sir Jofeph
Jekyll approved of the project; which was likewife
¢ dtrenuoufly defended by Lord Hervey, Sir Thomas
- Robinfon, Sig William Yonge;, Mr: Petham; and.
Mr. Winnington, which laft excelled all his contem-
poraries of the miniftry in talents -and addrefsy
Thofe who argued againft the {cheme accufed the -
minifter of 'having mifreprefented: the frauds, and
made falfe calculations. ~ With refpeét to the fup-
pofed hardips under which the planters were faid
. to labour, they affirmed that no planter. had ever
dreamed of complaining, until infticated by letters
and applications from London : that this {fcheme,
far from relieving the planters, would expofe the
factors to {uch grievous oppreflion, that they would - |
not be able to continue the trade, confequently the
planters would be entirely ruined ; and, after all, it
would not prevent thole frauds againt which it was
~ faid to be provided : that from the examinatio
the Commuflioners of the Cuftoms, it appeared:
thofe frauds did not exceed forty thoufand pounds
per annum, and might in a great meafure be abo-
lithed, by a due execution -of the laws in being';
. confequently this {cheme was unneceffary, would be
ineffe&ual in augmenting the revenue, deftructive
to trade, and dangerous to the liberties of the fub-.
je&t, as it tended to promote a general excife, which
was In all countries confidered as a ‘grievous op-.
preflion.  They fuggefted that it would produce an
. additional fwarm of excife-officers, and warehouie=
keepers, appoiited and paid by the Treafury, fo as
to multiply the dependents on the Crown, and ena-
ble it fill further to influence the freedom of elec:
SR : tlons ;
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HONs? - Hiat the traders would become ﬂeNes tOCH AP
excifemen and warehoufe- kcepers, as they would be
debarred all accefs to their commodities, except at
certain hours, when attended by thofe officers » that
_the *merchant, for every quantity of tobacco hc‘
“could fell, would be obliged to makea journey, or
fend*a: meﬁ'enorer to the office for a permit, which
ould not be ‘obtwmed without trouble, expence, ;
: | that thould a law be enaéted in -
his motion, it would in all proba~
bility bc fome time or othel ufed as a precedent for
‘introducing excife laws into every branch of the
revenue; in wh;ch cafe the hberty of Great-Bntamv
- would be no more.  In the courfe of this’ debate,
‘Sir Robert Walpole ook Hbtice of the multitudes
‘which had befet all the approacheg to the Houfe.
He faid it wouldbe an eafy tafk for a defigning fe-
ditious perfon to raife a tumult and difor der among
them :. that gentlemen might give them what name -
they Ihould thiale fit, and afhrm they were come as
“humble fuppliants; but he knew whom the law
 called frurdy beggars: and thofe who brought them
to that ‘place could not be certain but that they -
- might behave in the fame manner. This infinuation :
was refented by Sir John Barnard, who obferved
- that merchants of charaéer had a right to come down
to the Court of Requefls, and loLby of the Houfe
of Commors, in order to folicit their friends and
_acquaintance againft any {cheme or project which
they might think prqudmxal to thelr commierce =
that When hé came into the Houfe, he faw none
but fuch as deferved the appellation of fturdy beg-
gars as little as the honourable gentleman h;mfelf
or any gentleman whatever. After a ‘warm dilpute An. 1733,
“the motion was carried by a majority of fixty-one
voices.  Several refolutions were founded on the
propofal: and to ‘thefe the Houfe agreed, though
not without another violent conteft. The refulutions

produced a bill, ammf’c W huh petitions were pre--
., ferred

g

b
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B 0 OK ferred by the Lord-Mayor, Aldcrrﬁen, and Confs
mon-Council of London, the cities of Coventry
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and Nottingham. A motion was made that coun-

bill.  The populace ftill crowded arcund Weftmin-

. fter-hall, blocking up all the avenues to the Houfe'
of Commons. They even infulted the perfons of
thofe members who had voted for the miniftry on

this occafion; and Sir Robert Walpole began to be
j2 gai

in fear of his life. He, therefore, thought proper
to drop the defign, by moving that the fecond read- -
- ing of the bill might be poftponed till the twelfih

day of June.. Then, complaint being made of the
infolence of the populace, who had maltreated feve-
ral members, divers refolutions were raken againft
thofe tumultuous crowds, and their abettors; thefe
refolves were communicated to the Lord-Mayor of

London, the Sheriff of Middlefex, and the High-

fel thould be heard for the city of London; butic
was rejected by the majority, and the petitions were |+
~ordered to lic upon' the table. Had the minifter ©
_encountered no oppofition but that-whicli apptared |
within doors, his project would have certainly been

‘carried into. execution : but the whole nation was
~ alarmed, and clamoured loudly againft the excife-

bailiff of Weftminfter. Some individuals were

apprehended. in the Court of Requefts, as having -

fomented the difturbances; but they were foon

releafed. The mifcarriage of the bill was celebrated -

with publick rejoicings in London and Weftminfter;

- and the minifter was burned in effigy by the popu-

lace. After the mifcarriage of the excife fcheme;

_the Houfe unanimoufly refolved. to inquire into the

frands and abufes in the Cuftoms ; and a committee

of twenty-one perfons was chofen by ballot for this -

purpofe.

§ VIL. The fubfequent debates of this {effion
were occafioned by a bill to prevent the infamous .
prattice of ftock-jobbing, which with great difficulty, |

made its way to the Houfe of Lords, who propofed

Jome
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fome amendments, in confequence of which it wasc B A P,
laid afide ; and fucceeded by another bill eftablifhing ¥+
4 lottery, to raife five hundred thoufand pounds for B
the relief of thofe who had fuffered by the charitable '
dorporation. - After having undergone fome altera-
tions it paffed through both Houfes,. and obtained
the Royal affent. = The King, by a mefiage to Parli-
ament, had fignified his intention to give the Princefs
Royal in marriage to the Prince of Orange, promif-
ing himfelf their concurrence and afliftance, that
he might be enabled to beftow fuch a portion with
his eldeft daughter as fhould be fuitable to the oc-
cafion. The Commons immediately refolved, that
out of the manies arifing {rom the fale of lands in
the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, his Majefty fhouid
be empowered to apply fourfcore thoufand pounds,
as a matriage dower for his daughter ; and a claufe.
for this purpofe was inferted in the bill, forenabling -
‘his Majefty to apply five hundred thoufand pounds
out of the finking-fund for the fervice of the current
year. i AT
§ VIII. The oppofition in the Houfe of Lords
" was ftill more animated, though ineffe¢tual. 'The
debates chiefly turned upon the penfion-bill, the
number of land-forces, and a motion made by
Lord Bathurft, for an account of the produce of
~‘the forfeited eftates which had belonged to the di-
rectors of the South-fea Company. = The truftees
for thefe eftates had charged themfelves with a
great fum of money, and the Lords in the oppoli-
tion thought they Had a right to know how it had
be¢n difpofed. The miniftry had reafons to ftifle
this enquiry; and, therefore, oppofed it with all
their vigour. Neverthelefs, the motion was carried,
after a warm difpute, and the directors of the South-
fea Company were ordered to lay the account before
the Houfe. " From this, it appeared that the large
fums of money arifing from the forfeited eftates had |
been diftributed among the proprietors, by way of
ARSI AT s dividend,
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B0 oK dividend, even before recourfe was had to Parliz:
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ment for diretions in what manner that produce
thould be applied: Lord Bathurft, therefore, mo-

ved for a refolution of the Houfe, “that the difpofal

4

of this money by way of dividend, without any =

orderor dire€tion of a general court for that pur-

pofe, was a violation of the act of parliamentsmade |

for the difpofal thereof, and a manifeft injuftice doné -

to the proprietors of that ftock. The Duke of New:
caftle, in order to gain time, moved, that as the

the prefent diretors of  the company might be or
dered to lay before the Houfe a further and more

diftiné& account of the manner in which-the money
" had been difpofed. A violent conteft eniued, in
the courfe of which the Houfe divided, and of fifty-
feven Peers who voted for the delay, forty-fix were o
~fuch as enjoyed preferment in the Church, com-

miffions in the army, or civil employments under

the government. At length Lord Bathurft waved =
his motion for that time : then the Houfe ordered

that the prefent and former direCtors of the South;

fea Company, together with the late infpectors of .

their accounts, fhould attend and be examined.

They were accordingly intgrrogated, and gavevfo"‘

little fatisfaction, that Tord Bathurft moved for &
committee of enquiry ; but the queftion being puty

was carried 1n the negative : yet a very ftrong pro-

. teft was entered by the Lords in' the oppofition.,

The next fubje& of altercation was the bill for
mifapplying part of the produce of the finking-fund-
It was attacked with all the force of argument,

wit, and declamation by the Earl of Stafford, Lords.

Bathurft and Carteret, and particularly by the Earl

of Chefterfield, who had by this time refigned his

ftaff of Lord-Steward of the Houfehold, and re-

nounced all conne@ion with the miniftry. Lord .

Bathurft moved for a refolution, importing thats

in the opinion of the Houfe, the finking-fund ought

for

“account was confufed, and almoft unintelligible, =

i
£
3
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 for the future to be applied; in time of peace andc H A P,
- publick tranquillity, to the redemption of thofe Y.
~ taxes which were moft prejudicial to the trade, =T
moft burthenfome on the manufa&ures, and moft
oppreflive on the poor of the nation. This motion
was over-ruled, and the bill adopted by the majo-
- rity. * On the eleventh day of June, the King gave B
~the Royal affent to the bills that were prepared “and
clofed the feffion with a fpeech, in which he took

- 17334

- . notice of the wicked endeavours that had been lately

ufed to inflame the minds of the people, by the mof’c
binjuft mify eorefentatlons ' :
§ IX. Eur ope was now re-invelved in freth £rou- |
bles, by a vacancy on the throne of Poland. = Au-
- guttus died at Warfaw in the end of ]anualy, and
‘the nmghbourmo powers were immediately in com-
motion. The EleGor of Saxony, fon to the late -
King, and Staniflaus, whofe daughter was married
to the Krench Monarch, declared themfelves candi-
dates for the Polith throne. The Emperor,  the
Czarma) and the King of Pruffia efpoufed the in-
terefts of the Saxon: the King of France fupported
the pretenfions of his father-in-law. The foreign
minifters at Warfaw forthwith began to form in-
trigues among the Fletors : the Marquis de Monti,
Ambaffador from France, exerted himfelf fo fuccefs-
fullv, that he foon gained over the primate; and
-2 majority of the, Catholick dietines, to the interefts
of Staniflaus ; while the Imperial and Ruffian froops
hovered on the frontiers of Poland. ' The French -
King no fooner underftood that a body of the Em-' .
peror’s forces. was encamped at Siléfia, than he
ordered the Duke of Berwick to affemble an army
on the Rhme, and take meafures for entering Ger-
many, in cale the Imperialifts fhould march into
Poland. A French fleet fet fail for Dantzick, while
Staniflaus travelled through Germany in dlfcuxfe to
Poland, and concealed himfelf in the houfe of the

Fxcnch Ambaffador at Warfaw. As the day of
VoL 1T, M Mm election
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‘Booxkele&ion approached, the Imperial, Ruffian, apd
Pruflian minifters delivered in their feveral declara-
tions, by . way of - proteft againft ‘the contingent
election of Staniflaus, as a perfon profcribed, dift *

A

3733 ~

qualified, depending upon’ a foreign power, and

conneéted with the Turks, and other infidels. The - |

Ruffian General Lafci entered Poland at the” head *
of fifty thouland men: the diet of the cle€tion was

opened with the ufual ceremony on the twenty-fifth
day of ‘Auguft. Prince Viefazowfki, chief of the
- Saxon intereft, retired to the other fide of the, -

Viftula, with three thoufand men, including fome

of the nobility who adhered to that party. Never-
thelefs, the primate proceeded to the eleétion: Sta:
niflaus was unanimoufly chofen King ; and appeared .
in the eleGoral field, where he was received with
lo_ud acclamations.” 'The _oppofite party foon in-
creafed to ten thoufand men ; protefted againft the
election, and joined the Ruffian army, which ad-.

vanced by fpeedy marches.  King Staniflaus finding
himfelf unable to cope with fuch adverfaries, retired

.- with the primate and French Ambaffador to Dant- |
Harek leaving the Palatine of Kiow at Warfaw. This

General -attacked the Saxon palace, which was fur-

rendered upon terms : then the foldiers and, inhabi-
tants plundered the houfes belonging to the grandees |

who had declared for Auguftus, as well as the hotel”
of the Ruffian’ ‘minifter. In the mean time, the

Poles,, who had joined the Mufcovites, finding it *

impracticable to pafs the Viftula before. the expira-
tion of the time fixed for the feffion of the diet,
erected a_ kelo at Cracow; where the Eleétor of

g

(=axony was chofen and proclaimed, by the Bithop

of Cracow, King of Poland, under the name of
Awuguftus L. on the fixth day of O&ober. They
afterwards pafied the river, and the’ Palatine, of
Kiow retiring towards Cracow, they took poffeffion

|
|

of Warlaw, where in their turn.they plundered the

palacesand houfes belonging to the oppofite party.
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§ X Durma thefe tranfa&tions, the Frencla ch'CH AP,
* eoncluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, . by ¥s
which thofe powers agreed to declare war againft
e Emperor Mamfcﬁos were publi ithed recipro-
- eally by all the contrating: _powers.  The Duke of
Berwick palled the Rhme in O&tober, and Under- -

toold the fiege of fort Kehl, which in a fevy days was

: ldercd;on cao‘tulauon* .then, he repaﬂ“»d “the’
Fiver, and 1“eturned to. Veerfailles. lhc Ko of "2
Sardinia having declared war arra;nf’c the Emperor,
mnled .a body of Krénch fmces commanded by
Ndarefchal de Villars, and drove the Impenahi s out |
.ef the Mllmem ~ His Imperizl DMajetty, dreading
the effects of fuch a powerful ‘confederacy agamﬁ‘
him, offered rompmrmﬁ all differences awith the .
erown of Si under the mefhafmn of the kmgf :
oi GreaL‘Erltams and My, Keene, the Britith mi~
nifter at'-Madrid}  propofed “an  accommodation, ©
fump expreffed his acknowledgements to the King
Jof Engla nd dCClallu(‘, however; that the Es niperor’s
advances were t00 the ;. and tIWt 11s own refolutions
viere ahﬂﬂyt ken. Neve%helels, he fentorders to
the Count de. Manmo, his Ambaffador at London,
£0 communicate to his Britannick Mzgeﬁ:v the mo-
“tives which had induced him to ‘take thefe refolu~
tions, In the mean time he detached a- pOW"lfUl
‘armament to Iraly, where they invefted the Impe
.rial fortrefs .of ‘Aula, the garrifon of - which wa
othd to furrender tnemfplve“ pEk G"’l€!‘° of war
ThP repubnc of Venice decim‘cri the would tn.ke :
no thafe in the difputes of Italy : the States-Gene-
ral figned a neutrality with the bxcnch Kmor for th
Auftrian Nethetlands, without confulting the Em-
petor or the King of Great-Britain ; and the Encmﬂx -
councils feemed to b ‘alzogether pacifick. :

§ ¥I. In November “the P gince of Orange atrived.
st Greenwich, in order to efpoufe the Princefs
Royal: but the marriage was poftponed en account
of h}s bClI’lG L‘ﬂ\cn 11], and hc I‘Cl‘ilﬁd o Bqth in -

MM 2 Sonier=

17.’&3-
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BO O KSomexfetﬂnre, to drink the water for the recovery"

“of his firength. Henrietta, the young Duchefs of
Marlboxouch dying about this time, the title de-
volved to h€1 fifter’s fon, the Earl of Sunderland
Lord King refigning his office of Chancellor, it wa.s -

\conferred upon Mr. Talbot, Sohcxtor-Gcneral to=e

gether with the title of Baron; a promonon thas
1eﬂe&ed honour upon thofe by whom it was advifed.
He poffefied the fpirit of 2 Roman fenator, the ele~
gance of an Atticus, and the mntegrity of.a Cato. -
At the meeting of the Parliament in January, the
ng told them; in his fpecch that though he was
no way engaged in the war which had begun to rage
in Europe‘ except by the good offices he had em-
ployed among the contending powers, he could not
fit reorardleis of the prefent eveats, or be uncon-
cerned for the confequences of a war undertaken
and fupported by fuch a powerful alliance. He
faid, he had thought proper to take time to examine .
the facts alledoed on both fides, and to wait the:"
refult of the councils of thofe powers that were more
immediately interefted in the confequences of the
rupture. He declared he would concert with. his
Allies, more particularly with the States-General of
the United Provinees, fuch meafires as fhould be '
thought mott advifeabie for their common fafety,
and for reftoring the peace of Europe. In the mean

7 tlmc, he cxp1eﬁ"ed his hope that they would make

fuch provifion as thould fecure his kingdom, rights,
and poﬁ'emons from all dangers cmd mrults, and

maintain the refpectdue to: the Britith nation. He
faid, that whatever part it might in'the end be moit
reafonable for him to-ad, it would in all views be
neceflary, when all Europe was pzf:pﬂr!r‘ﬁ for arms,
to put his kingdoms in a pofture of defence. The
motiocn for an addrefs of thanks pioduccd as ufuak
a debate in both Houfes, which; it muft be owned,

_appears to have proceeded from a fpmt of cavilling,

rather-than from any reafonable caufe of ob'R&iOﬂ
: § XL
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=8 XIL The Houfe of Commons refolved to ad-cHA P.

drefs his Majefty for a copy of the treaty of Vienna.
Sir John Ruthout moved for another, deﬁrmg that

~ the letters and inftruions relating to the execution -

et the treaty of Seville, fhould be fubmitted to the
nfpeéhon of the Commons ; but, afterahaxd Pcruor-

gle, it was over-ruled. The next motion was made &

by Mr. Sandys, a gentleman who had for fome time
~appeared ftrenuous in the oppofition, and wrangled
with .great. perfeverance.  He propofed that “the
. Houfe thould examine the inftruétions which had
sbeen given to the Britith minifter in Poland, fome
yeals before the death of King Aucruﬂus, that they
- might be the better able to Judge of the caufes which
produced this new rupture among the powers of
Europe. The motion being oppoted by all the

Colrt members, a conteft enfued, in the courfe of

- which Mr. Pulteney compared the miniftry to an
empyrick, and the conftitution of England to his
- patient, This- pretender in phyfick (faid he)
being confulted, tells the diftempered perfon, there
were but two or three ways of treating his difeafe :
‘and he was afraid that none of them would fucceed.
A vomit might throw him into convulfions that
would occaﬁon immediate death; a purge might
bring on a diarrhcea that would carry him off in a
fhort time : and he had been already bled fo much,
. "and fo often, that he could bear it no loncrer The
- unfortunate th'ent, thocked at this de claratxon, re-
plies, ¢ Sir, you have always pretended. to be a re-
¢ gular do¢tor, but now I find you are an arrant

i)

1733

5 quack I had an excellént conftitution whenI -

¢ frft fell into your hands, but you have quite de-
¢ firoyed-it; and nowlI find I have no other chance

¢ for faving my life, but by calling for the help of

¢ fome rewular phyfician.’ In the debate, the
members on both fides feemed to wander from the
quefhon, and indulge themfelves with ludicrous
perfonalities, Mr, . Walpole took accafion to
‘ ey M M 3 fay,
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500 K{'ay, that the opJp fition treated the rmmf’cxy as hg.
himfelf was treated by fome of his.ac
with refpec to his.drefs. If I am in plain clothe

II.
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cf idie buffoonery. He compaxed the prefent: :
miniftration to a thip at fea. As long as the wind
was fair, and proper for carrying us o our defigned °
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>quaintan

(fuid he) then they call me a floveniy, dirty fe
low; ‘and if by chance I weara laced fmr, fhey
cry, What, {hall fuch ‘an awkward fellow wear®
fine clothes ¥ He continued to fport in‘thiskind

polt, the word was ‘< Steady ! fteady I but Wh A
the wind becan to thift and change, the word Wasﬁ ‘
ﬁcsﬁanly qlfxred to ¢ Thus; thus, and no nearer.’

"The motion was overpowered by the majority ; and»_ ‘

this was the fate of feveral other prapofals made by
the members in the oppoﬁuon Sir John Barnard
plﬁ(eﬂu,d a petmon from the druggifts, -and other
dealers in tea, complaining of the infults and op-
prefiion to which they were fubjected by the excife |
laws, and imploring relief. Sir John and Mr. Perry,
anotizer of Eh\. city members explained the grievous
hamfhxps which thefe traders fuftained, and moved !

at the petmon might be referred to the confider-

at;on of the whele Houfe 'They were oppofed by .
Mr.-Winnington, Sir. W Yonge, and other parti-

fans of the mxmﬁry ; and thefe fkirmithes brought.
‘on a general engagement of the two parties, in

which every weapon of fatire, argument, reafon,

- and gruth; was wielded againft that odlous, arbitrarys 5

and oppreﬁve method of collecting the publick

revenue. . Neverthelefs, the motion in favour ¢ f the’
fufferers was rejecred. « ;

§ XHL When the Commons dehberated upon

the fu 1pply, Mr, Andrews, Deputy- Paymafter of the

- army, mo&ed for an: addition of eighteen hundred

men to the number of land=forces which had been
ccntmucd fince the preceding: year. The members.
in the O}Jpoﬁwm mfputm this fmall augmentation
with tpo much heat and ea wgerneds, It muft be ac-

= T,
knowledged,
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knowlcdcred they were by this time 11utated into € HAP.
fuch perfona.l animofity againft ‘the minifter, that
thC} refolyed to oppofe '111 his meafures, whether
they. might or rmuht not be neceflary for the fafery
~and advantage of the merdom. Nor indeed were
hcy altogether blameable for acting on this maxim,
" the fole alm was to remove from the CO"ﬁd"nC\,
_and couancils of their SOV(IC!GD, 2 man whofe con-
duét they thought prejummdl to the tereft and
; _hbertles of thexr country. “They could not, how-
eyer, pIGwEqe the augmentation propofed: but they
refolved, if they could not wholly ftop the career of
the miniftry, to throw in fuch a number of rubs
as thould at leaft retard cheir progrefs. - The Duke
'of Bolton and Lord Cobham had been dcpuvcd of
 the regiments they commanded, becaufe they refufed
1o, Concur in every prOJePt of the adminiftration. ‘It
y7as in confequence of their difmiffion, that Lord
‘Morpeth moved for a bill toprevent any commiffion-
officery not above the rank of a Colonel, from be-
ing removed, unlefs by a court-martial, or by ad-
_drefs of either Houfe of Parliament. Such an actack
on the prerogative mwhf have fucceeded in the lat-
ter part of the reign of the firft Chatles; but at this
junéture could not fail to mifcarry: yet it was fuf-
~taiped with great vigour and addrefs. « When the
p*opolal was 1CL ande by the magonty, Mr. Sandys
‘moved for an addrefs to the Kirng, defiring to =
know who advifed his Majefty to remove the Duke
of Bolton.and Lord Cobham from their refpective
regiments. ' He was feconded by Mr. Pulteney and. .
Sir William Wyndham: but the miniftry forefecing
another tedious difpute, called for the queftion, and
the motion was carried in the negative. The next
fource of contention was.a bill for fecuring the free-
dom: of Parliament, by limiting the number GE
officers in: the Houfe of Commons. It was read a -
firlt - and fecond time: but, when a motion was
made for its being commltted it met with a power-
"M M 4 ful
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ful oppofition, and prodﬁced a warm debate thaf’_ :

iffucd in a queftion, which, like the former, pafied
in the negative. A clergyman having infinuatedin
converfation that Sir William Milner, Baronet,
~member for York, received a penfion from the 3
miniftry, the Houfe took cognizance of this reporfs

the clergyman acknowledged at the bar that he .

might have dropped fuch a hint from hearfay. The
accufed member protefted, upon his honour that -
he never did, nor ever would receive, place, pen-

fion, gratuity, or reward from the Court, either

dire¢tly or indirectly, for voting in Parliament, on

upon any other account whatever, - The accufation

was yoted falfe and fcandalous, and the accufer taken
into cuftody: but ina few days he was difcharged

upon his humble petition, and his begging pardon

_of the member whom he had calumniated. The

duty upon f2lt ‘was prolonged for eight years; and
2 bill pafled againft ftock-jobbing,

- § XIV. But the fubje@ which'of all others em-

ployed the eloquence and abilities on both fides to

the moft vigorous exertion, was a motion made by

Mr. Bromley, who propofed that 4 bill fhould be
brought in for repealing the feptennial a&t, and for
the more frequent meeting and calling of ‘Parlia-
ments, The arguments for and againft feptennial

Parliaments have already been ftated. The minif

try now infifted upon the increafe of Papifts and

Jacobites, which rendered it dangerous to weaken -

the hands of the government: .they challenged the
oppofition to produce one inftance in which the
leaft encroachment had heen made on the liberties
of the people fince the feptennial aét took place: and
they defied the moft ingenious malice to prove that

his prefent Majefty had ever endeavoured to extend .

any branch of the prerogative beyond its legal

bounds. Sir John Hinde Cotton affirmed, that in-

SRS

many parts of England the Papifts had already be- .

gun to ufe all their influence in favour of thofe can-
‘ ' didates



afwer one word : but as to the grievances introduced
~ {incg the law was enacted for feptennial Parliaments,

e o0 6 EoL 37

;ﬁidates who were r‘ecdjmm_endéd by the minifters asc g 4 p.
members in the enfuing Parliament. = With refpe¢ V.

to his Majefty’s conduct, he faid he would not an- “:;;“

he thought himfelf ' more at liberty to declare his
fentiments. He afferted, that the feptennial law
atfelf was an encroachment on the rights of the peo-

ple: alaw paffed by a Parliament that made itfelf -

feptennial. He obferved, that the laws of treafon
_with regard to trials were altered fince that period;
that in former times a man was tried by a jury of

“his neighbours, within the county where the crimes.
~alledged againft him were faid to be committed;

but'by an aét of a feptennial Parliament he might be
removed and tried in any place where the crown, or
rather the miniftry, could find a jury proper for their

- purpofe ; where the prifoner could not bring any
witnefs in his juftification, without an expence which

perhaps his circumftances’ would not bear. He

- afked, if the riot act wasnot an encroachment on 'the

rights of the people ? An aét by which a little dirty
juttice of the peace, the meaneft and vilelt tool a
minifter can ufe, who perhaps fubfifts by his being
in the commiffion, and may be deprived of that

{ubfiftence at the pleafure of his patron, had itin his

power to put twenty or thirty of the beft fubjeéts in
England to immediate death, without any trial or
form but that of reading a proclamation. ¢« Was. .
¢ not the fatal Seuth-fea {cheme (faid he) efta-
¢ blithed by the a& of a feptennial Parliament?.
¢ And can any man afk, whether thatlaw was at-
¢ tended with any inconvenience: to the glorious

- *< catalogue I might have added the late excife bill,

¢ if it had paffed into alaw; but, thank heaven,
< the feptennial Parliament was near expiring before

< thar famous meafure was introduced.”

§ XV. Sir William Wyndham conc-luded an ex-
gellent fpeech, that {peke him the unrivaled oratog,
e : the
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loft to all fenfe .of hame and reputation ggﬁ ne
+of his country’s true intereft; purfuing no aim. |

¢ ites; in foreign affairs trufting. none but thofe '

- and places ‘which ought'mever to be beftowed

¢ becaufe he has obtained a Parliament like a packed

words to thisiefettz ¢ Letius -;ﬁpofqé_ A 1L
abandoned to all notions of virtue and honour

ne great famuiy, and but a mean foi&tune;_lhraﬁ g
to‘be chief minifter of ftate, by the ~g:on_§1if}en& e
of many whimfical events; afraid; or unwilling,
to trift any but creatures of his  own makin;

R

but that of aggrandizing himfelt and his favour- -

who, from the nature of their education, cannof,
poffibly ‘be qualified for the fervice of their
country, or give weight and credit to their nege
ciations.  Let us fuppofe the true intereft of the
nation, by fuch means, neglected or mifunde
frood, her honour tarnithed, her importance loft,
her trade infuited, her merchants plundered, and
her failors murdered; and all thefe circumftances |
overlocked, left his-adminiftration thould be'en-
dangered. Suppofe him next pofiefled -of im-
menfe wealth, the plunder of the nation, witha .
Parliament chiefly compofed of members whole
feats are purchafed, and whofe votes are bought
at the expence of the, publick treafure.” In fuch |
a Parliament fuppefe 2ll attempts- made to en-
quire into his condud, or to relicve the natien

pes e ek
trom the diftrefs which has been entailed upon it
by his adminiftration. Suppofe him fcreened by
a corrupt majority of his creatures, whom he re<
tains in.daily pay, or engages in his particular
intereft, by diftributing ameng them thofe pofts

O ===

upon any but for the good. of the publick. = Let
im piume himfelf upon his fcandalous victory,
jury ready to acquit him at all adventures. Let
us fuppofe him domineering with infolence over
all the men of ancient families, over all the mer;
2 5 : / <0,
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. of anfc, ﬁorarc, or fortune in the nation; as hecw a o,
< has ‘no virtue of his own, ridiculing itin otberg, : V_-
< and endeavouring to deftroy or corrupt it in all. ~ ~
¢« With fuch a Mmlf‘tex, and fuch a Parliament, let
< us, fuppofe a cafe which T hope will neve £ hap-
: “,,pen a Prince upon the throne, umm‘ormed, 19—
- ““ nogant, and unacquainted with the inclinations
<¢vand true intereft of his people, wealk, capricious,
5 tranfportcd with unbounded ambition, and pol—
¢ feffed with infatiable avarice. I hope fuch a cafe
< will never occur; -but, as it poflibly may, could
# any greater curfe happen to a nation, than{uch a
<< Prince on the throne, advifed; and folely advifed;
> ¢« by fuch a minifter, and that minifter fupported
¢ by {uch’ a-‘Parliament. - The nature of mankind
¢ ‘cannot be altered by human laws: -the exiftence
<« of fuchva Prince or fuch a minifter we' cannot
% prevent by.act of Parliament; but the exiftence
¢iof fuch a Paxhamant I'think we may prevent; as
¢¢ it is much more likely to exift, and may do moré
- < mifchief while ' the feptennial law remains in
< force, ‘than if it were repealed : therefore, I am
¢ heartily forits being repealed”” _.{Notvm“ﬁanduw :
the moft warm; the moft nervous, the moft pathe-
tick « remonftrahces in favour of the motion, the
queftion was put, and it was fupprcffed by mere dint
of number.
SVl The tuumph of the mmxﬁrv was il An. 1734
more complete in the fuccefs of a meffage delivered
from the Crown in the latter end of the fcﬁion when
- a:great many members of the other party had retired
0. “their refpective habitations in the country. . Sir
Robert ‘Nalpoie delivered this commiffion to the -
Houfe, importing, that his Majeﬂ:y might be ena-
bled to augment hls forges, if occafion “thould re-
quire fuch an augmentation, between the diffolu-
tion of this Parha.ment and the ele@ion of another.
Such an lmportant point, that was faid to firike at

the foundauon of our liberties, was not tamely
yxelded

1733-
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BOOK y1elded but, on the contrary, contefted w1th B -
common ardour. The motion for taking the meft

II.
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. which the Duke of Argyle obferved, that two Lords
had been remowed, but only one foldier loft his |
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fage into confideration was carried in the a‘ﬁrmatwe

and an addrefs prefented to the King, fignifying their
compliance with his defire. In confcquence of I8

fubfequent meflage, they prepared and pafled a bill,

enabling his Majefty to fettle an annuity of ﬁvc: :
thoufand pounds for life on the Princefs Royal, as af :

mark of his paternal favour and affection.

§ XVII. The oppofition in the Houfe of Peers :
kept pace with that in the Houfe of Commons; and
was fupported with equal abilities, under the aufpicest

Iy

of the Iords Bathurft and Carteret, the Earls of

Chefterfield and Abingdon. 'The Duke of Marlbo-
rough made a motion for 2 bill ro regulate the: army,

Lower Houfe : and it met with the fame fate after a

warm dxf}uLc Then Lord Carteret moved for an-
addrefs to the ‘King, that he would be gracmaﬂy i
pleafed to acquaint the Houfe who advifed his Ma--
jefty to remove the Duke of Bolton and Lord Vifs
- count Cobham from their refpeéive regiments ; and '
what crimes were laid to their charge. “This propo- |

fal was likewife rejected, at the end of a debate in

commiffion. Such a great majority of the Scottith

reprefentatives had alv'ays voted for the mlmfry‘f_
finee the acceffion of the late King, and fo many of *
thefe enjoyed places and preferments in the gift of

the Crown, that feveral attempts were made by the
Lords in the oppofition, to prevent for the future the

'eouvalent to that which® had been rejected in the

minifterial influence from cxtendmcr itfelf to the -

elections of North-Britain. Accordmoly, WO mo-

tions for this purpofe were made by the Earl of
Marchmont and the Duke of Bedford ; and fuftained

by the Earls of Chefterfield, Wmche}fca, and Stairy

Yords ‘Willoughby de Ero]\e Bathurft, and Car- .

teret.  They were oppo fed by the Dukes of New-
_ : e caﬁlc
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' Caﬁlc and Ar gyle, the Earl of Cholmondely, Earl CHATP.
~ Paulet, Lord Hervey, now called up by writto the = V-
= Houfe of Peers, and Lord Talbot. 'The queftion
~ being put on both, they were of courfe defeatud :
and the Earl of Staxr was deprived of his regiment.
of dragoons; after having performed the moft fignal
fervices to the Royal F amily, and exhaufted his
fortune in fupporting the intereft and dignity of the
Crown. Strenuous protefts were entered againit the
~_ecifionof the majority concerning the King’s me{-
«age, demanding a power to augment his forces
: durmc the recefs of Parliament; as allo acamﬁ
bill for enabling his Majefty to apply the fim of one
million. two hundred thoufand pounds out of the
- finking-fund, for the fervice of the current year.
The bufinefs of the feflion being difpatched, the
King fepaired to the Houfe of Tords on the fix-
teenth day of April, and having pafled all the bills
that were ready for the Royal aﬁlm, took leave of
this Parliament, with the warmeft acknos viedgement
of their zeal, duty, and affediion. It was at firft
'prorogued then difflolved, and another convoked by
the fame proclamation. On the fourteenth day of
March, the nuptials of the Prince of Orange and the
Prmcefs Royal were {olemnized with great magni-
ficence; and this match was attended with aﬂdreﬁ'es
of con~ratu]auon to hig Majefty ﬂo*n E&ent parts
of the kmcrdom,
: §XVIH The powers at war pon the continent -
atted with ﬁupu-mc vigour. The Ruffian ‘and
Saxon army inveited Lhe city of Dantz zicl, in hopes
of fecunnor the perfon of hmg Staniflaus. Fhe
town was fhong the garrifon numerous, and ani-
mated by the examples of the French and Poles,
made a very obftinate defence.- For fome time they
were fupphed by fea with reﬁxuxts, arms, and am-=
‘munition. On the eleventh day of Maya reinforce-
ment of fifteen hundred men was landed from two-

Frcncn {hrps of war and fome tranAports, “under
» Hort
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‘provifions, that they were not admi g
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~in ofdet to force their way 1nto the city. They we
repulfed in this attempt, but retired: in good o1

_difguife of a peafant to Marienwarder in the Pruffian

Lords' at Dantzick figned an act of fubmiflion t0

“held in his prefence. The recufant nobleman took

~ § XIX. On the Rhine the French arms bore

for the troops of the Empire.  On the twelfth day

‘mand devolved upon the Marquis d’Asfeldt, who

"vigour and capacity. ~ Prince Eugene being jomt¢

" HISTORY OF.ENGLAND - - o

th
fore re-embarked, and failed back to Copenhager
But afterwards a larger number were landed in
fame place, and attacked the Ruffian entrenchments, -

i

v

At length the Ruffian fleet arrived',.Lln‘dér-ﬁhe‘.é
mand of Admiral Gordon; and now the fiege was

¥

carried on‘with great fury.  Fort Wechfelmunde was
{urrendered: the French troops capitulated, and:wérgi'%}{

embarked in the Rufiian fhips, to be conveyed to
‘fome port in thé Baltic. Staniflaus efcaped. in the s

territories. . The city of Dantzick {ubmitted to the
dominion of Augtiftus Il King of Poland, and was
obliged to defray the expence of the war to the
Rufiian General Count de Munich, who had affumed
the command after the fiege wasbegun. The Polifh -

King Auguftus, who, on the tenth day of July, ar-
rived at the convent of Oliva, There a council was

the oathWhich hepropofed. Then a general amnefly
‘was proclaimed; and the King fet out on his retum
to Drefden. : :

down all refiftanee.. The Count De Belleifle beficged
and took Traerbach. - The Duke of Berwick, at the |
head of fixty thoufand men, invefted Philipfburghy
while Prince Eugene was. obliced to remain on the

. 3 o 2 SRR
defenfive, 1n the ftrong camp at Heilbron, waiting,

Qf _June, the Duke of Berwick, in’vifiting the
trenches, was Killed by a cannon-ball, and the com-

carried on the operations ‘of the fiege with equal

by the different reinforcements he expe&ed, marche
: towards
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tawards the I‘remh hnes a but found thcm foftron g

ie would not hazard an attack; and fuch pre-
ns taken, that with all his- milmry talents he

@ conld not relieve the befieged. At length General

VV atgenau, the Governor, C&}JltUldL’:d after having
made .2 noble de[encn, and cbtained the moft b2
nourable conditions. #Prince EUf*ene rétired to
Heldelbem and the campaign enued about the
beginning of October:’ The Imiperial arms were
not more fuccefsful i in Italy. "The Infant Don Carlos
had received fo many. invitations from the Neapo-
litan nobility, that hé refolved to take pof['cf]on of
that kingdom. He began his march in 'February,
~atthe head of the Spquh forces: publithed a mani-
fefko, declaring he was fent by his father to relieve
- the kmvdom of Naples ﬁom the oppreflion under
- which it moaned and entered the capital amidft
the acclamations of the people ; while the Count de
Vilconti, the German Vicetoy, ﬁnamc himfelf un-
_able to cope with the invaders, thou0ht proper to
 retire, after having thrown fuccours into Gdeta agd
Capua. When he arrivedat Noeera, he began to
affemble the rmlmaJ vﬁth mtent to form a camp at
Gﬂ‘}ctfa ¥ Ithe Counc de Montemar marched with
a body of forces agginft this General, and obtained
over him 2 complete victory at Bitonte in Apuolw,
on the swenty-fifth of May, When the Impenalifts
Viene en rely routed, and a great number of princi-
pal officerstaken priforiers.. " Don Carlos being pro-

“cldimed, ’nd acknowledged King of Naples, created.

the Count de Montemar Duke of Bitonto ; reduced
baetu, and all other jparts of the ngdom which
were oarriloned with Impulal troops ; anrl refolved.
o fubdue the ifland of Sicily. About twenty thou-
fand trccpg bcmw deftined for this ‘expedition were
landed ; 11 the rf»ad of . Selanto in Auguft, under the
commind of the new Duké of Bltomo, who being
favoured. by the nattves, procudﬁa in his conqw*’*v

with gre at Y&PIdltV Thev'people acknowledged

‘Don
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& 0 0 k Don Carlos as their Sovereign, and took armsin  *
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fupport of his government: fo that the Imperial

troops were driven before them, and the Spaniards -

pofiefled the whole kingdom, except Meffina, Syra=

cufe, and Trepani, when the Infant determined to

vifit the i0and in perfon. e

§ XX. While Don Carlos was thus employed m,

the conqueft of Naples and Sicily, the Imperialifts
were hard prefled in Lombardy by the united forces
of France and Piedmont; commanded by the King:

of Sardinia and the old Marefchal Duke de Villars,
In the month of January they undertook the fiege of

Tortona, which they reduced ; while the troops of
the Emperor began to pour i great numbers into

the Mantuan. In the beginning of May, Count

Merci, who commanded them, paffed the Poin the

face of the Allies; notwithftanding all the fkill of |
Villars, obliged him to retreat from the banks of
that river, and took the caftle of Colorno. The -

old French General being takenill, quitted the army,

and retired to Turin, where in 2 little time he died;
and the King of Sardinia retiring to the fame place,
the command of the allied forces devolved upon the

Marefchal de Coigny. The Confederates were poﬂed

at Sanguina, and the Imperialifts at Sorbola, when
the Count de Merci made a motion to San Profpero, !
as if he intended either to attack the enemy, or take |

pofleffion’ of Parma. The Marefchal de Caigny

_ forthwith made a difpofition for an engagement;.

and, on the twenty-ninth day of June, the Imperial

General having paffed the Farma, began the attack |
with great impetuofity. He charged in perfon at |
the head of his troops, and was killed foon after the |
battle began. Neverthelefs, the Prince of Wirtem- |

berg affuming the command, both armies fought

“with great obftinacy, from eleven in the forenood |

till four in the afternoon, when the Imperialifts re-
tired towards Monte Cirugalo, leaving five thoufand

men dead on the field of battle, and among theft |

- many
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“Many ¢ oﬁicers of dﬂhn@cwn The lofs of the Allies c 11 4 P,

- %vas very confiderable, and they reaped no folid
, ﬁuu:s from their victory.

§ XXI. The Imperial forcesretreated to Reg gglo,
and from thencc moved to the plains of Cdrpl, on
the rwht of the Secchia, where they received fome
remforcements then General Count Konigfego ar-
riving in the camp, took upon himfelf the command
of the army. His firft ftep was to take poit at

ngcrentolo, by which motion he fecured ‘Miran- -
dola, that was threatened with a fi ege.  Onthe fif-

teenth of ¥ ebruary he forded the river Secchia, and
furprlzed the quarters of Mare{chal de Broglio, who
efcaped in his fhirt with greatdifficulty. TheFrench
retired with fuch precipitation, thatthey left all their
bag goase behind, and above two thoufand were taken
prifoners. They pofted themfelves under Guaftalla,
where, on the nineteenth day of the month, they
were vigoroufly attacked by the Imperialifts, and a
general engagement enfued. Konigfegg made fe-
veral defperate efforts to break the French cavalry,
upon which, however, he could make no impreflion.
The infantry on both fides fought with uncommon
ardour for {ix hours, and the field was covered with
carnage. At length, the Imperial General retreated

to Lazara, after having loft above five thoufand -
men, including the Prince of Wirtemberg, the Ge-

nerals Va.‘pareze and Colminero, with many other
officers of diftinétion : nor was the damage fuftained
- by the French greatly inferior to that of the Ger-
mans, who repaﬁ‘ed the Po, and took poft on the

banks of the Oglio. The Allies croffed the fame

river, and the Marqms de Maillibois was fent with
a detachment to attack Mirandola ; ‘but the Impe-
rialifts marching to the relief of the place, com-
pe]lcd him to abandon the enterprize : then he re-
joined his army, which retired under the walls of
Cremona, to wait for fuccours from Don Carlos.
So little refpet did the French Comt pay to the
VOL, 11, Nx Sk Britith
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‘80 0¥ Britith nation, at this junture, that in the month of
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~inlift in fome of the Irith regiments, on pain of be-

- This ediét was executed with the utmoft rigour,

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

November an ‘edict was publithed at Paris, com~ |
~ manding all the Britith fubjeéts in France, who were -
not actually in employment, from the age of eigh-
teen to fifty, to quit the kingdom in fifteen days, or |

_ing treated as vagabonds,. and fent to the gallies. |-

The prifons of Paris were crowded with the {ubjeéts L
of Great-Britain, who were furprifed and cuteff
from all communication with their friends, and 'm\ifc L
have perithed by cold and hunger, had not they
been relieved by the altive charity of the Janfenifts,
The Earl of Waldegrave, who then refided at Paris, 1
as Ambaflador from the King of Great-Britain, made
fuch vigorous remonitrances to the French miniftry |
upon this unheard-of outrage againft a nation with |
which they had been {o long in alliance, that they
thought proper to fet the prifoners at liberty, and |
publith another edi&, by which the meaning of the §
former was explained away. ;

§ XXII. While thefe tranfactions occurred on

. the continent, the King of Great-Britain augmented
his land-forces ; and warm contefts were maintainedl_
through the whole united kingdom in electing
reprefentatives for the new Parliament. Butinal |
thefe ftruggeles the minifterial power predominated; -
and the new members appeared with the old com-
plexion. The two Houles affembled on the four-
teenth day ‘of January, and Mr. Onflow was fe-
elected Speaker. The leaders of both parties inall
debates, were the felf-fame perfons who had con- |
ducted thofe of the former Parliament ; and the
fame meafures were purfued in the fame mannef. |
The King in his fpeech at che opening of the
feflion, gave them to underftand, that he had con- :
certed with the States-General of the United Pro-|
vinces fuch meafures as were thought moft advife-

- able for their common fafety, and for reftoring the

. peact
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- peace of Europe : that they had confidered on onecna P,
fide the prefling applications made by the Imperial V-

- Court both in England and Holland, for obtaining ~ 7"

_{uccours againft the powers at war with the Houfe =~
of Auftria ; and, on the other fide, the repeated pro-
f¢fions made by the Allies of their fincere difpofi-

 tion fo putan end to the prefent troubles upon ho-
nourable and folid terms: that,he and the States-
General had concurred in a refolution to employ

their joint and earneft inftances to bring matters to

.2 fpeedy and happy accommodation; that their

~ ood offices were at length accepted ; and in a thort
time a plan would be offered to the confideration of
all parties engaged in the war, as a bafis for a ge-
meral negociation of peace. He told them he had
ufed the power velted in him by the laft Parliament

. with great moderation; and concluded a treaty with
the Crown of Denmark of great importance in the
prefent conjunéture. He obferved, that whillt ma-

" ny of the principal powers of Europe were actually
engaged in a war, Great-Britain muft be more or
lefs affe@ed with the confequences ; and as the beft
concerted meafures are liable to uncertainty, the
‘nation ought to be prepared againt all events. He,
therefore, exprefled his hope, that his good fubjects
would ‘not repine at the neceffary means of pro-
curing the bleflings of peace and univer(al tranquil~
lity, or of putting him in a condition to aét that
part which it might be neceflary and incumbent

- upon him to take. . The addrefs ofthanks produced
a difpute as ufual, which ended with an acquiefcence

in the motion. The Houfe, in a grand committee
on the fupply, refolved, That thirty thoufand fea-
“men fhould be employed for the fervice of the en-

- fuing year; and that the land-forces fhould be aug-
mented to the number of twenty-five thoufand feven
hundred and forty-four effective men. But thefe
refolutions were not taken without difpute and divi-
fion, The minifter’sopponents not only re-produced
' NN 2 all
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refuted thofe fears of external broils on which the
miniftry pretended to ground the neceffity of fuch

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

all the réafons which had been formrerly advancfc&

agam{‘c a ftanding army, but they oppoicd this
mientation with extraordinary ardour, as a huge ftrids
rowards the eftablifhment of arbitrary. power. The

an augmentation;; and they expofed the weak” cons
du& of the adminiftration, in having contributed to.
deftroy the balance of power, by affifting Spain agamif

- the Emperor in Italy; fo as to aggrandize thc Houfc

ofB ouxbon

§}x‘(IH Sir William V\ 'yndham moved that

" the eftimate of the navy for the enfuing year, mwht:

be referred to a felet commitiee.  He exprefled hts
furprize, that notwithftanding the vaft fums which
had been yearly raifed, and ¢the long continuance of

the peace, the people had not been quite delivered
of any one tax incurred in the preceding war. He
faid, he could not comprehend how it was pefiible
to find pretences for expofing the nation to fuch ex-

orbitant charges; and he took notice of {fome un-

conicionable articles in the accounts of the navy-
debt that lay upon the table. . 'He was feconded by
M. Sandys, and fupported by Sir Jofeph Jekyll and
Mr. Pu‘tcncy but after fome debate, the motion
‘was carried in the pegative. = When the new treaty
with Denmark fell under conﬁ eration 1 2 orand
committee, Mr. H. Walpole moved, that the fmof
fifty- fix thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds
fhould be granted to his 1 ian{’cy as a {ubfidy te:
the Dane, purfuant to the faid treaty, for the fervice
of the enfuing year, The demand did not meet
with 1mmedmu com f,mmcs Al the leaders in the

oppofition exclaimed againit the fublidy as unnccef~,

{ary and unreafonable They obicrvcd that as the
Englith had no par mcuhr intereft of their own for
inducing them to engage in the prefent yiar, but
only the danger to Vvh chthe balance of power mlght
be expofed bv that event; and asall the powers©

Eurcpe
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Europe were as much, if not more, interefted thangu a p.
the Englith iin the  prefervation of that balance, i
- fhould it ever be really endangered, they would cer- e
tainly engage in its defence, without receiving any O
valuable confideration from Great-Britain: but
thould the Englifth be always the firft to take the
alarm,upon any rupture, and offer bribes and pen-
fionts to all the Princes in Europe, the whole charge
of preferving that balance would fall upon Great-
Britain: every State would expect a gratification
from her, for doing that which it would otherwife
e obliged to do for its own prefervation: even the
- Dutch might at laft refufe to affift in trimming this,
balance, unlefs Britain thould fubmit to make the
Grand Penfionary of Holland a penfionary of Eng-
land, and take a number of their forces into Englifh
‘pay. The debate having had s free courfe, the
queftion was put, and the motion approved by the
majority. The miniftry aliowed a bill to be brought
in for limiting the number of officers in the Houfe
of Commons: but at the {econd reading it was re-
jeled upon a divifion, after a learned debate, in
which it appeared that the oppofition had gained a
valuable auxiliary in the perfon of Lord Polwarth,
{50 to the Earl of Marchmont a noblemen of ele-
gant parts, keen penetration, and uncommon viva-
city, who fpoke with all the fluency and fervour of
elocution. R Fores
§ XXIV. The minority in the Houfe of Lords
were not lefs vigilant and refolute in detefting and
appofing every meafure which they thought would
redound to the prejudice of their country. ‘But the
moft remarkable object that employed tl_xexr atten-
tion during this feflion was a very extraordinary peti-
tion, fubfcribed by the Dukes of Hamilton, Queenf-
berry, and Montrofe, the Farls of Dundonald
Marchmont, and Stair, reprefenting that undue
influence had been ufed for carrying on the election

; of the fixteen Peers for Scotland,  The Duke of
; e ; NN 3 : B\CdfOI'dz
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B 0 0 KBedford, who delivered their petition to the Houfe,
It bropofed a day for taking it into confideration; and
1734, O this they agreed. It was afterwards moved, that
the confideration of it thould be adjourned to'a thort
day, before which the petitioners thould be ordered.
to declare whether they intended to controvert the |
laft eleGtion of all the fixtcen Peers, or the eleGion
of any, and which of them. = This affair was of fach
an unprecedented nature, that the Houfe feemed to
be divided in opinion about the manner in which
. they ought to proceed. The partifans of the minif- -
try would have willingly ftifled the enquiry in the
beginning; but the petitioners were {o ftrenuoufly.
fupported in their claim to fome notice, by the Eatls
of Chefterfield, Abingdon, and Strafford, the Lords
Bathurft and Carteret, that they could not difmifs
it at once with any regard to decorum. The order |
of the Houfe, according to the motion explained
above, being communicated by the Lord Chancel-
lor to the petitioners, they waited on him with a de-
claration, importing that they did not intend to
controvert the eleftion orreturn of the fixteen Peers
for Scotland ; but they thought it their duty to lay
before their Lordfhips the evidence of fuch faés
and undue methods as appeared to them to be dan-
gérous to the econftituticn; and might in future
eleétions equally affe@t the right of the prefent fix-
teen Peers, as that of the other Peers of Scotland,
if not prevented by a proper remedy.  This decla-
ration being repeated to the Houfe, the Duke of
Devonfhire made a motion, that the petitioners
might be ordered to lay before the Houfe 1n writing,
inftances of thofe undue methods and illegal prac-
tices upon which they intended to proceed, and the
names of the perfons they fufpeéted to be guilty. |
He was warmly oppofed by the country party; and
a long debate enfucd, after which the queftion was
carried in favour of the motion, and the order fig-
nified o the petitioners. Next day their anfwer
: 7 - Wes
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was read to the Houfe to this effect: That as theyc 1 A »,
had no intention to ftate themfelves accufers, they V- -
could not take upen them to name particular perfons %
who might have been concerned in thofe illegal et
_practices; but who they were would undoubtedly
appear to their Lordfhips upon their taking the pro-

per examinations : neverthelefs, they did humbly
acquaint their Lordfhips, that the petition was laid
before them upon information, that the lift of the
fixteen Peers for Scotland had been framed previous 4
to the election, by perfons in high truft under the
LCrown: that this lift was thewn to Peers, as a lift
approved by the Crown; and was called the King’s

lift; from which there was to be no variation, unlefs

to make way for one or two particular Peers, on
condition they fhould conform to meafures: that

Peers were folicited to vote for this lift, without

the liberty of making any alteration: that endea-

vours were ufed to engage Peers to vote for this lift

by promife of penfions, and offices civil and military

to themfelves and relations, as well as by offers of
" money: that fums were given for this purpofe: that
penfions, offices, and releafes of debts owing to the
Crown were aGtually granted to Peers who concurred

in voting for this lift, and to their relations: that

on the day of eletion a battalion of his Majefly’s
troops were drawn up in the Abbey-Court of Edin-
burgh, contrary to cuftom, and without any appa-

rent caufe but that of over-awing the ele€tors. This
anfwer gave rife to another violent difpute; but the
majority voted it unfatisfactory, and the petition was
rejected, though the refolution was clogged with a
vigorous proteft, - o

§ XXV. Notwithftanding this difcouragement, an. 1735

the Farl of Abingdon moved, That although the

petition was difmiffed, an enquiry might be fet on

foot touching an affair of fuch confequence to the

liberties of the kingdom. The Earl of llay declaring

his belicf, that no fuch' illegal methods hed been
: NN 4 practifed,

\
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of England in this refpeét; and the bill was throws
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800 K practifed, the other produced a pamphlet, int‘itulﬁd,. A

The Protefts of a great Number of noble Lords;»-"
entered by them at the laft Eleion of Peers for
Scotland.  Exceptions being taken to a,pamphlct,--

as an ‘object unworthy of their notice, Lord: Ba:

thurlt exhibited an authentick copy of thofe protefts,
extracted from the journal of that ele&ion, Migned

by the two principal clerks; and witneffed by two
gentlemen then attending in.the lobby. = Thefe |
were accordingly read, and plainly demonftrated the -
truth of the allegations contained in the petition, |
Nothing could be more fcandalous, arrogant, ang¢
{hamefully flagrant than _the condu& and deport-

ment of thofe who aéted the part of underftrappers
to.the miniftry on this occafion.  But all this de-
monitration, adorned and enforced by the charms

and energy of eloquence, was like preaching ina
defert. A motion was made for adjourning, and
carried 1n the affirmative: a proteft was entered,
and the whole affair configned to oblivion, = Divers
other motions were made fucceffively by the Lords
In the oppofition, and rejefted by the invincible
power of a majority. The uninterrupted fuccefs of

the miniftry did not, however, prevent them from
renewing the ftruggle as often as an opportunity
offered.  They difputed the continuation of the falt--
tax, and the bill for enabling the King to apply the
fum of one million out of the finking-fund for the
fervice of the current year, though fuccefs did not
attend their endeavours. They fupported with all
their might a bill fent up from the Commons, ex-
plaining and amending an a& of the Scottith Par-
liament, for preventing wronguous imprifonment,
and againft undue delays in trials. This was all
the natives of Scotland had in lieu of the Fabeas
Corpus aé&; though it did not fcreen thesm from
oppreflion.  Yet the Earl of Ilay, undertook to
prove they were on a footing with their neighbours

. out
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out on a divifion.  The feflion was clofed on the ¢ & 4 »,
fifteenth of May, when the King in his fpeech to V-
both Houles, declared, that the plan of pacification 7R
concerted between him and the States-General had
_ not produced the defired effe&t. He thanked the

- Commons for the fupplies they had granted with fuch
cheeyfulnefs and difpatch. He fignified his inten-
tion to vifit his German dominions; and told them
he fhould conftitute the Queen Regent of the realm
in his abfence. Immediately after the prorogation
his Majefly embarked for Holland, in his way to
Hanover. 2 d

.~ § XXVIL By this time the good underftanding
between the Courts of Madrid and Lifbon was de-
ftroyed by a remarkable incident. The Portuguefe
Ambafladorat Madrid having allowed his fervants to
refcue a criminal from the officers of juftice, all the
_fervants concerned in that refcue weré dragged from
his ‘houfe to prifon, by the Spanith King’s order,
with circumftances of rigour and difgrace. His
Portuguefe Majefty being informed of this outrage,
ordered reprifals. to be made upon the fervants of
the Spanifth Ambaffador in Lifbon. The two mi-
nifters withdrew abruptly to their refpe&ive Courts.
The two Monarchs - expreffed their mutual refent-
ment. The King of Spain affembled a body of
troopson the frontiers of Portugal; and his Portu-
guele Majefty had recourfe to the affiftance of King
George.” Don Marcos Antonio d’Alzeveda was
difpatched to London, with the chara&er of Envoy
Extraordinary ; and fucceeded in his commiflion
according to his with, In a little time after the
King’s departure from England, Sir John Norr.xs
failed from Spithead with a powerful {quadron, in
order to protect the Portuguefe againft the Spa-
niards; and on the ninth day of June arrived at
Lifbon, where he was welcomed as a deliverer.
Mr. Keene, the Britith Envoy at the Court pfSpain,
had communicated to his Catholick Majefty the

. Joat : refolution
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B 0 o Krefolution of his mafter to fend a powerful fquadron:
- to Lifbon, with orders to guard that coaft from in-
fults, and fecure the Brazil fleet, in which the mer-
chants of Great-Britain were deeplyinterefted. Don
Jofeph Patinho, minifter of his Catholick Majefty,
delivered a memorial to Mr. Keene, reprefenting,
that fuch an expedition would affe& the commerce
of Spain, by intimidating foreign merchants from
embarking their merchandize in the flota. But, in.
all probability, it prevented a rupture between the
two crowns, and difpofed the King of Spain to liften
to terms of accommodation. S 5 e
§ XXVIL. The powers in alliance againft the
Houfe of Auftria, having rejeéted the plan of paci:;
fication concerted by the King of Great-Britain and
the States-General, Mr. Walpole, Ambaflfador at
the Hague, prefented a memorial to their High -
Mightinefles, defiring they would, without lofs of
time, put themfelves in a pofture of defence by an
augmentation of their forces at fea and land : that
- they might take fuch vigorous fteps in concert with
Great-Britain, as the future conjuncture of affairs
might require. But before they would fubject
themfelves to fuch expence, they refolved to make
further trial of their influence with the powers in
alliance againft the Emperor ; and conferences were
renewed with the minifters of thofe Allies. The
affairs of Poland became more and more unfavour-
ble to the intereft of Staniflaus; for though a great
number of the Polifh nobility engaged in a confe~
deracy to fupport® his claim, and made repeated
efforts in his behalf, the Palatine of Kiow fubmitted
to Auguftus; and even his brother the primate, after -
having fuftained a long imprifonment, and many ex-
traordinary hardthips, was obliged to acknowledge
that Prince his Sovereign. In Italy the arms of the
Allies fsll continued to profper. Don Carlos landed
m Sicily, and reduced the whole ifland, almoﬁ
withoutoppofition; while the Imperialifts were fo.rccg_ u
: t
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-to abandon all the territories they poflefied in Italy,c 1w a p.
except the Mantuan. The Emperor being equally v
unable to cope with the French armies on the Rhine, ~ 7~
implored fuccours of the Czarina, who fent thirty sk
thoufand men ‘to his affiftance.  This vigorous in~
terpofition, and the fuccefs of Auguftus in Poland,
difpofed the Court of Verfailles to a pacification. A
fecret negociation was begun between France and
the Houfe of Auftria; and the preliminaries were
figned without the concurrence or knowledge of
Spain, Sardinia, and the maritime powers. In thefe

“articles it was ftipulated, that France fhould reftore
all the conquefts the had made in Germany : That

‘the reverfion of the dukedom of Tufcany fhould be’
vefted in the Duke of Lorraine: That Lorraine

- fhould be allotted to King Staniflaus; and after his
death be united to the crown of France: That the
Emperor fhould poffefs the Milanefe, the Mantuan,
and Parma: That the King of Sardinia fhould enjoy
Vigevano and Novara: That Don Carlos fhould be -
acknowledged King of Naples and Sicily, and re<
tain the ifland of Elba, with all the Spanifh territo<
ries on the coaft of Tufcany ; and that France fhould
guarantee the pragmatick fanction.

§ XXVIHI. The King of Great-Britain returned
from Hanover to England in the month of Novem-
ber; and on the fifteenth day of January opened
the feflion of Parliament. On this occafion he con-
gratulated them on the near profpect of a general
peace in Burope, in confequence of the preliminary
articles in which the Emperor and the King of France

‘had agreed ; and of which he had exprefled his ap-
probation, as they did not differ in any -effential
point from the plan of pacification which he and the
States-General had offered to the belligerent powers.

He told them, that he had already ordered a con=
fiderable reduction to be made in his forces both by
feaand land; hut at the fame time obferved it would

be neceflary to continue fome extraordinary expence.,l
untl
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blithed among the feveral powers of Europe.  An.
addrefs of thanks was unammouﬂy voted, prefentcd
and gracioufly received. After the Houle had re.
ceived feveral petitions from different counties and
gentlcmen, complaining of undue infiuence in elec-
tions for members of Parliament, it proceeded to
confider of the fupply, and Sir Chatles Wager mov-
ing that fifteen thoutand feamen :{hou?d be em-
ployed for the fervice of the enfmng year, the pw-'
pofal was approved vrithout oppo*mon But th
was not the cafe with a motion made by Mr, Pul-
teney, < iFhatithe ordinary! eftimate of the naVy
¢ fhould be referred to a feleét committee.”  The
miniftry difcouraged all fuch prying meafures: a
debate was produced, ‘the Houfe divided, and the
motion was rejeCted.  Such was the fate of a mo- -
tion for raifing the fupplies within the year, made by
Mr. Sandys, and fupported by Sir John Barnard,
- Mr. Willimot, and other patriots, who demonftrated,
that this was a fpeedy and practicable expedient for
difcharing the national debt, lowering the intereft of
meney, reduci cing the price of la Lbour, and encourags
inga fpirit of commerce.

§, XXIX. The bill for limiting the number of
officers in the Houfe of Commons was again revived,
The King was empowered to borrow fix hundred
tlxouf'mq pOLndS, chargeable on the ﬁnkmmﬁlnd
tor the, fervice of the cnfmng year, though this
power was not eafily granted ; and the Houfe re- -
folved to lay a duty of twenty thillings per gallon
on all fpirituous liquors, after it had appeared to.
the eommittee appointed for that purpofe, that thofe
ipirits were permc‘ous to the health and morals of
the people.  To this refolution was added another,
which amounted to a total p;ohxbmon, namely,
that fifty pounds fhould be yearly paid to his Ma-.
}}‘:fty for a licence to be annually taken out by every

perfon who (hould vend, barter, or utter any fuch .

& 3 {pirituous

v

{
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fpmthous hquors.. Mr. Walter Pmmer, 1nsa Wc11=- cm AP,
concerted ipeech, moved for the repeal of fome Vei
claufes m the Teft act: thefe he reprefented as a
fpecu:s of perfecution, in which Proteftant Diflenters
were® contounded with the Roman Catholics and
enemies to the eftablithment.  He was fuftained by
Lord*Polwarth and Mr. Heatheote; but Sir Ro-
bert Walpole was joined by Mr. ShIPPPn againft
_ the motion as dangerous to the eftablifhed Church:
“and the queftion being put, it was carried in the
snegative. When Sir joieph Jekyll prefented to the An. 1,
Houfe, according to order, a bill founded on the
refolutions they had taken againil fpirituous liquors,
Sir Robert Walpole acquamted them, by his Ma-~
iefty’s command, that as the alterations propofed to
be made by that bill in the dudes charged upon ajl
Ipirituous liquors might, ina great dcm*ee, affeét
fome part of the civil-lift revenues, his Majefty, for.
the fake of remedying fo greatan evil as was_ in-
tended by that bill to be prevented.did confent to
accept any other révenue of equal value; to be fet-
tled and appmpuated in lieu of his intereft in the
faid duties. ‘The bill was read a fecond time,-and
configned to a committee of the whole Houfe ; but
that for limiting the number of officers in the Houfe
. of Commons was thrown out at the {fecond read-
ing.  Petitions againft the bill touching the retail
of | fpirituous hiquors, wete p;m“'l*ed bv the traders
to the Britith fugar colonies, by the merchants of '
Briftol and Liverpool, reprefenting the. hardfhips
“to_which they WOLL.l beex pofﬁd by a law which
“amounted to a.prohibition of rum and fpl“t: dif-
tilled from melafes.  In cmuquence of thefe re-
monﬁrances, a mitigating claufe was inferted, in
favour of the comboﬁtxon lenown by, the, name of
: punch, and-diftillers were permitted to exercife any
other employment. . The fum of feventy thoufand
pounds was voted for making g good the deficiencies

“that might happen in the civil- izﬁ by this bill, which
: at

17350
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without reiterated difputes and warm altercation,
Violent oppofition yas likewife made to a bill for
the relief of the people called Quakers, who offered
a petition, reprefenting, that though from mbtives
of confcience they refufed the payment of tithes,
church-rates, oblations, and ecclefiaftical dues, they
were expofed to grievous fufferings by profecution in

‘the Exchequer, ecclefiaftical, and other Courts, to |

the imprifonment of their perfons, and>the ruin of
them and their families. A bill being prepared for

_their relief, was read and printed: then petitions

were preferred againft it by the clergy of Middlefex,
and of many ether parts of the kingdom. ' Coun-
fel was heard in behalf of thofe petitioners, and feve-
ral alterations propofed in the bill, which after long
and repeated debates furmounted all oppofition, and
was fent up to the Lords. ‘

§ XXX. In the month of February the King

- had fent two members of the privy-council to the

Prince of Wales, with a meflage, propofing a mar- |
riage between his Royal Highnefs and the Princels |
of Saxegotha, “The propofal being agreeable to the

~Prince, the marriage was cclebrated on the twenty-

feventh day of April. Upon this occafion Mr. Pul-
teney moved for an addrefs of congratulation to his
Majefty, and was fupported by Mr. George Lyttel-
ton and Mr. William Pitt, who feized this oppor-
tunity of pronouncing elegant panegyricks on the
Prince of Wales and his aimable confort. Thefe
two young members foon diftinguithed themfelves
in the Houfe by their eloquence and fuperior talents. |
The attention of the Houfe was afterwards convert-
‘ed to g bill for the preventing of fmuggling; and
another for explaining the act for the more e freftual
‘preventing bribery and corruption in the election C)f
‘members to ferve in Parliament. Both made theif
way through the Lower Houfe, and were fent up

the Lords for their concurrence. The number 0!
: fan¢
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Aand-forces voted for- the fervice of -the currentcuae.
. year was reduced to feventeen thoufand feven hun- V-
_dred and four effetive men. The fupplies were 7~
raifed by the malt-tax, and land-tax at two fhillings
_in the pound, additional duties on mum, cider,

and perry, ftamped vellum, parchment, and paper ;

and by an a& empowering his Majefty to borrow fix

hundred thoufand pounds of the finking-fund. In
this feflion the Parliament repealed the old ftatutes

of England and Scotland againft conjuration, witch-

, craft, and dealing withevil fpirits. The Commons
_likewife prepared a bill to reftrain the difpofition of
~ lands in mortmain, whereby they became unalien-

able. Againft this meafure petitions were prefented

by the two univerfities, the colleges of Eton, Win-
~ chefter, and Weftminfter, and divers hofpitals that
fubfifted by charitable donations. In favour of the
univerfities and colleges a particular exempting

claufe was inferted. Several other amendments .

were made in the bill, which pafled through both

Houfes, and obtained the Royal affent. Among

the ads paffed in this feflion, was one for naturaliz-

ing her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales;

and another for building a bridge acrofs the Thames

from New Palace-yard, in the city of Weftminiter,

to the oppofite fhore in the county of Surrey. The

points chiefly debated in the Houfe of Lords were

the addrefs of thanks for his Majefty’s fpeech, the

Mortmain bill, the Quakers’ bill, which was thrown
_out, and that for the prevention of fmuggling, which
-~ did not pafs Wit{lout divifion and proteft. On the

twentieth day of May the King clofed the feffion

with a fpeech, in which he told both Houfes, that 2

further convention touching the execution of the

preliminaries, had been made and communicated to
_him by the Emperor and Moft Chriftian King:

and that negociations were carrying on by the feve-
xal powers engaged in the late war, in order to fettle

a general pacification. = He exprefled great concern

at
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500 K at feeing fuch feeds of diffatisfaction fown among hiy
1L, people: he protefted it was his defire, and fhould
?bec his care, to preferve the prcfe'nt conftitution i~
3% Church and State, as by law eftablithed: he re-
commended harmony and mutual affection among
all proteftants of the nation, as the great fecurity of
that happy eftablifhment ; and fignified his inten-
tion to vifit his German dominions. Accordingly,
the Parliament was no {ooner prorogued than he fet
out for Hanover, after having appointed the Queen
Regent in his abfence. T i
§ XXXI. Such a degree. of licentioufnefs prew*
vailed over the whole nation, that the kingdom was
filled with tumult and riots; which might have been
prevented by proper regulations of the civil govern-
ment in 2 due execution of the laws. The moft re-
markable of thefe difturbances happened at Edin-
burgh, on the feventh day of September. John
Forteous, who commanded the guard paid by that.
city, a man of brutal difpofition and abandoned
morals, had, at the execution of afmuggler, been
provoked by fome infults from the populace to or- =
der his men, without ufing the previous formalities
of the law, to fire with fhot among the crowd ; by
which precipitate order feveral innocent perfons loft
their lives. Porteous was tried for murder, con-
victed, and received fentence of death; but the
Queen, as guardian of the realm, thought proper t0
indylge him with a reprieve, The common peo- -
ple of Edinburgh refented this lenity fthewn to 4
criminal, who was the object of their deteltation.
They remembered that pardons had been granted to
divers military delinquents in that country, who had.
been condemned by legal ‘trial. They feemed to
think thofe were encouragements to oppreffion : they
were fired by a national jealoufy ; they were {timu-
lated by the relations and friends of thofe. who had -
been murdered : and they refolved to wrealk their
vengeance on the author of that tragedy, by de-
priving
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priving him of life on the very day which the Judgescn a P,
had fixed for his execution. Thus determined, they ¥
affembled in different bodies, about ten o’clock at ‘
night. They blocked up the gates of the city, to
prevent the admiffion of the troops that were quar-
tered in the fuburbs, = They furprized and difarmed
the town-gudrds : they broke open the prifon-doors;
dragged Porteous from thence to the place of exe-
cution; and, leaving him hanging by the neck on a
dyer’s pole; quietly difperfed to their feveral habi-
tations, This exploit was performed with fuch con-
du& and deliberation as feemed to be the refult
of a plan formed by fome perfons of confequence ;
it, therefore, became the object of a very fevere
CHQUIEY: 5 S T ah ol :
' § XXXI. During this fummer a rupture hap-
pened between the Turks and the Ruffians, which
laft reduced the city of Afoph on the Black Sea,
and over-ran the greateft part of Crim Tartary.
The Czarina declared war againft the Ottoman Porte,
becaufe the Tartars of the Crimea had made incur-
fions upon her frontiers; and when fhe complained
of thefe diforders to the Vizir; fhe received no fa-.
tisfaction; befides a large body of Tartars had, by
‘order of that minifter, marched through the Ruffian
provinces in defpite of the Emprefs, and committed.
terrible havock in their route. The Emperor was
- obliged to engage as a party in this war, by a treaty
offenfive and defenfive; which he had 'many years
before concluded with the Czarina. Yet, before*he
declared himfelf, he joined the Maritime Powers in
offering his mediation to the Sultan, who was very
well difpofed to peace; butthe Czarina infifted upon
het retaining £ foph, which her forces had reduced ;
and this preliminary article being rejected, as dil-
honourable to the Ottoman empire, the Court of
Vienna began to make preparations for war. By
this time all the belligerent Powers in Italy had
p  agreed to the prclimina_ries of peace concluded be-
- e ' 0 o : tween
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raine had efpoufed the Emperor’s eldeft daughter,

the Archduchefs Maria Therefa, and ceded Lorraine
to France, even before he fucceeded to Tufcany,
Don Carlos was crowned King of Sicily: Staniflaus.
abdicated the Crown of Poland ; and Auguftus was

univerfally acknowledged Sovereign of that king-
dom:. The preliminaries were approved and ac-
cepted by the Diet of the Empire: the King of
Spain fent orders for his troops to evacuate Tufcany; «
and the provinces in Irtaly yielded to the Houfe of
Auftria. Prince Eugene, who had managed the in=

' tercft of the Emperor on this occafion, did not live

to fee the happy fruits of his negociation. He died

. at Vienna, in April, at the age of feventy-three,

leaving behind him the character of ‘an invincible
hero and confummate politician. He was not long
furvived by Count Staremberg, another Imperial
General who ranked next to the Prince in mili-*
tary reputation. About the fame time Great-Britain
fuftained a national lofs in the death of Lord Chan-
cellor Talbot, who, by his worth, probity, and ac- |
quired accomplithments, had dignified the great |
office to which he had been raifed. He died uni-
verfally Jamented, in the month of February, atthe
age of fifty-two; and was fucceeded on the Bench
by Lord Hardwicke. i :
§ XXXII. The King being indifpofed, in confe-
quence of having been fatigued by a very tempel-

. tuous paflage from Holland, the Parliament was

prorogued from the twenty-firft day of January to
the firft of February, and then the feflion was opened
by commiffion. The Lord Chancellor, as oge Of A
the Peers authorifed by this commiffion, made 3

«{peech in his Majefty’s name to both Houfes. With |

refpect to forcign affairs, he told them, that the re- -
fpetive aés of cefiion being exchanged, and orders
given for the evacuation and pofleffion of the feveral
countries and places by the Powers concerned, ac=

, cording
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cording to the allotment and difpofition of the pre-c g a p,
liminary articles, the great work of re-eftablithing V.
the general tranquillity was far.advanced : that, how- =77~
‘ever, common prudence called upon them to be L
very attentive to the final conclufion of the new fet-
tlement. He faid, his Majefty could not without
furprige and concern obferve the many contrivances .
and attempts carried on, in various fhapes, and in
different parts of the nation, tumultuoufly to refift
* and obftru¢t the execution of the laws, and to vio-
late the peace of the kingdom. He obferved, that
‘the confideration of the height to which thefe auda-
cious praétices might rife, if not timely fupprefled,
afforded a melancholy profpeét, and required parti-
cular attention, left they thould affeét private perfons
in the quict enjoyment of their property, as well as
the general peace and good order of the whole.
After the Commons had agreed to an addrefs, and
_ heard counfel on fome controverted elecions, they
proceeded to take the fupply into confideration.
They voted ten thoufand men for the {ea-fervice.
They continued for the land-fervice the fame num- -
ber they had maintained in times of tranquillity,
amounting to feventeen thoufand feven hundred and
four + but this meafure was not adopted without op-
~ pofition; the money was raifed by the land and malt-
taxes, reinforced with one million granted out of the
finking-fund. e N
- § XX XIV.- The chief fubjeét of contention that
prefented itfelf in the courfe of this feflion, was a
' motion which Mr. Pulteney made for an addrefs to
his Majefty, that he would be pleafed to fetcle one
hundred thoufand pounds a-year upen the Prince of
- Wales. He reprefented that fuch provifion was
conformable to the pratice of ancient time : that
what he propofed had been enjoyed by his prefent
Majefty in the life-time of his father; and that a ,
fettlement of this nature was reafonable and neceflary
to afcertain the independency of the apparent Heir
R 002 ; @
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‘B0oOK tothe Crown. The motion was vigoroufly oppofed
U by Sir Robert Walpole, as an encroachment on the
1756.. prerogative; as an officious intermeddling in the
King’s family affairs; and as an effort to fer his
Majefty and the Prince at variance. “But a mifun-
derftanding, it feems, had already happened in the
Royal Family. The Minifter in the midft of his
harangue told the Houfe, by his Majefty’s command,
that on the preceding day the King had fent a mef-
fage to the Prince by feveral noblemen of the firft *
»quality, importing, that his Majefty had given order
for fettling a jointure upon the Princefs of Wales,
- fuitable to her high rank and dignity, which he would
in a proper time lay before Parliament, in order to
be rendered more certain and effeGtual: that al- |
‘though his Royal Highnefs had not thought fit, by -
any application to his Majefty, to defire that his al-
fowance of fifty thoufand pounds might be rendered |
lels precarious, the King, to prevent the bad confe-
quences which he apprehended might follow from
the undutiful meafures which his Majefty was in-
formed the Prince had been advifed to putfue, would
‘grant to his Royal Highnefs, for his Majefty’s life;
the faid fifty thoufand pounds per annum, to be if-
fued out of the civil-lift revenues, over and above
the Prince’s revenues arifing from the duchy of
; Cornwall,  which his Majefty thought a very com-
petent allowance, ‘confidering his own numerow: -
iffie, and the great expence which did and muft ne'
ceffanly attend an honourable provifion for the whe
Royal Family : that the Prince, by a verbal anfwer -
defired their Lordthips to lay him with all hymility
; athus Majefly’s feet: to affure him that he did, and
ever fhould, retain the utmoft duty for his Royal |
Perfon: that he was very thankful for any+inftance ﬁ‘
of his Majefty’s coodnefs to him or to‘thc_,Pf;inct.:fS:,; ‘
and particularly for his Majefty’s gracious intention
of fettling a jointure upon her Royal Flighnefs ; bt |
that as to the meflage, the affair was now owt of his
. hands,

e
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hands, and, therefore, he could give no anfwer to cm a p.
it; that his Royal Highnefs afterwards ufed many V-
dutiful expreffions towards his Majefty ; adding, .7
« Indeed, my Lords, it is in other hands, and I am
« forry for it ;”-or words to that effe&t. . Sir Robért
Walpole then endeavoured to demonftrate, that the
- annual fum of fifty thoufand pounds was as much as
the King could afford to allow for the Prince’s main-
tenance; and he expatiated upon the bad confe-
- quences that might enfue, if the Son thould be ren-
dered altogether independent of the Father.
* § XXXV. Thefe fuggeftions did not pafs un-
anfwered. Sir Robert Walpole had afferted, that
the Parliament had no right to interfere in the crea-
tion or maintenance of a Prince of Wales; and that
in the cafe of Richard II. ‘who, upon the death of
his father, the Black Prince, was created Prince of
Wales, in confequence of an addrefs or petition
from Parliament, that meafure wasin all probability
direGted by the King himfelf.  In anfwer to thisaf-
{ertion itwas obferved, that probably the King would
not have been fo forward 1n creating his grandfon
Prince of Wales, if he had not been forced into this
ftep by his Parliament; for Edward in his old age
fell into a fort of love dotage, and gave himfelf en-
tirelyup to the management of his miftrefs, Alice
Pierce, and his fecond fon, the Duke of Lancafter;
2 circumftance that raifed a moft reafonable jealouly
in the Black Prince, at that time on his death-bed, -
who could ot but be anxious about the fafety and
,‘right of his only fon, whom he found he was foon
io leave a child in the hands of a doating grand-
father, and an ambitious, afpiring uncle, * The fup-
‘porters of the motion obferved, that the allowance
of fifty thoufand pounds was not fufficient to defray
the Prince’s yearly expence, without alletting one
fhilling for acts of charity and munificence; and
' that the feveral deductions for land taxes and fees
‘reduced it to forty-three thoufand pounds. They
xS AR 003 - affirmed,
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B 0 o i affirmed, that his whole income, including the re.
1. . venues of the duchy of Cornwall, did not exceed
":";""ﬁfty—wfo tll.oufand“pouﬁﬂs”az‘-'year,"thoilgh, by his
W Majefty’s ownregulation, the expence of the Prince’s
houfehold amounted to fixty-three thoufand. . They
proved, that the produce of the civil-lift exceeded
nine hundred thoufand pounds, a fum above one
hundred thoufand pounds a-year more than was
enjoyed by his late Majefty; and that, in the firft year

of the late King, the whole expence of his houfehold *

and civil government did not much exceed four |
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year.” They

- obferved, that the Parliament added one ‘hundred
and forty thoufand pounds annually for aéts of cha-
rity and bounty, together with the article of fecret-

- _fervice money; and allowed one hundred thoufand
pounds for the maintenance of the Prince of Wales:
that the article of fecret-fervice money had prodi-
gioully increafed in the late reign: by an account
‘which happened to be laid before the Parliament,
it appeared that valt fums of money had been given
for purpofes which nobody underftood, and to per-
{ons whom nobody knew. In the beginning of the
following feflion feveral members propofed that this
extraordinary account thould be taken into confider-
ation; burthe enquiry was warded off by the other
party, who declared that the Parliament could not
examine any account which had been prefented to
a former feffion. The debate was fierce and long;
and ended in a divifion, by which the motion was
rejected. A motion of the fame nature was made

_ by Lord Carteret in the Houfe of Peers, and gave
rife to a very keen difpute, maintained by the fame
arguments, and iffuing in the fame termination. -

- § XXXVI. The next remarkable conteft was oc-
cafioned by a motion of Sir R. Walpole, who pro- .
pofed the fum of ons million fliould be grarited’_
to his Majefty, towards redeeming the like fum of
the increaled capital of the: South-fea Companys °

3 : 3 com-
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-commonly called South-fea Annuities. Severalcu A p.
~members argued for the expediency of applying V-
this {fum to the” payment of the- debt due to the
Bank, as-part of thatincumbrance was faddled with
.-an infereft of fix per cent. whereas the intereft paid
for the other fums that conftituted the publick debt
did nor exceed four per cent. Many plavfible argu-
ments were offered on both fides of the queftion ;
and at length the motion was cartied in the affirma-
tive.  The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a com-
-, Mittee to confider of the national debt, Sir John
‘Barnard made a motion, for enabling his Majefly to
raife ‘money either by the fale of annuities, or by
borrowing at an intereft'not exceeding three per
~ cent. to be applied towards redeeming the South-
fea annuities; and that fuch of the faid annuitants
as thould be inclined to fubfcribe their refpective
annuities, fhould be preferred to all others. He
faid,’ that even thofe publick fecurities which bore
an intereft of three per cent. only were fold at a pre-
mium in Change-Alley : he was, therefore, per-
fuaded, that all thofe who were willing .to give 2
. premium for a three per cent. fecurity would gladly
~ lend their money to the government at the fame in-
tereft, fhould books .of fubfcription be opened for
that purpofe, with an affurance that no part ofr the
principal thould be paid off for fourteen years. He
expatiated upon the national advantages that would
accrue from a reduction of intereft. From eafy and
obvious calculations heinferred, that in a very little
time the intereft upon all the South-fea annuities
would be reduced from four to three percent. with-
out any danger to publick credit, or breach of pub-
lick faith: that then the produce of the finking-fund’
would amount to fourteen hundred thoufand pounds
per annum, to be applied only towards redeeming
the capital of the feveral trading companies : he
proved that this meafure would bring every one of
them {o much within the power of Parliament, that
' 004 they
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B 00K they would be glad to accept of three per cent, ins
I tereft on any reafonable terms; in which cafe the
<715, finking-fund would rife to one million fix hundred
- thoufand pounds per annum. Then the Parliameng
might venture toannihilate one half of it, by frecing
the people from the taxes upon coals, candles, {oap, .
“leather, and other fuch impofitions as lay heavyupon
the poor labourers and manufacturers : the remain-
ing part of the finking-fund might be applied to-
~ wards the difcharge of thofe annuities and -publick *
- debts which bore an intereft of three per cent. only,
and afterwards towards diminithing the capitals of the *
feveral trading companies till the term of fourteen
years fhould be expired; then the finking-fund would
again amount to above a million yearly, which would
be fufficient for paying them off, and freeing the na-
tion entirely fromall its incumbrances. This falu-
tary {cheme was violently oppofed by Alderman
Heathcote, and other partifans of the miniftry: yet
all their objections were refuted ; and, in order to
defeat the project, they were obliged to have recourfe
to arsifice.  Mr. Winnington moved, that all the
publick creditors, as well as the South-fea annul-
tants, thould be comprehended. Sir John Barnard'
demonftrated, thatit might be eafy for the govern-
ment to borrow money at three per cent., fufficient
for paying off fuch of the proprietors.of four-and- ',
twenty millions as were not willing to accept of that
intereft, but it would be extremely difficult to bor-
row enough to fatisfy the proprietors of four-and-
forty millions, who might choofe to have their prins
icipal rather than fuch an intereft. Neverthelefs'
refolutions were founded on this and other -alteras
tions of the original {cheme; and a bill was imme-
diately prepared. It produced many otherdebatesy
and was at laft poftponed by dint of minifterial in-
fluence. The fame venerable patriot, who projected:
this fcheme, moved that as foon as the intereft of
all the national redeemable debt fhould be reduced:
7 (2%
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to three per cent. the Houfe would take off fome cma .
of the heavy taxes which opprefled the poor and V-
the manufacturers : but this motion was rejeted
by the majority. ! e
§ XXXVII. The laft difputes of this feffion were An. 1757
excited by a bill fent down from the Lords for
punifhing the magiftrates and city of Edinburgh, on
account of the murder of John Porteous. In the
beginning of the feflion Lord Carteret recapitulated
* the feveral tumults and riots which had lately hap-
pened in different parts of the kingdom. = He par-
~ “ticularly infifted upon the atrocious murder of Cap-
tain Porteous, as a flagrant infult upon the govern-~
ment, and a violation of the publick peace, fo much
the more dangerous, as it feemed to have been con-
‘eerted and executed with deliberation and decency.
He fufpected that fome citizens - of Edinburgh had
been concerned in the murder, not only from this
circumftance, butlikewife becaufe, notwithftanding
the reward of two hundred pounds, which had been
offered by proclarnation for the difcovery of any per-
fon who acted in that tragedy, not one individual
had asyet been deteéted. He feemed to think that
the magiftrates had encouraged the riot, and that the
city had forfeited its charter; and he propofed a
minute enquiry into the particulars of the affair,
He was feconded by the Duke of Newcattle and the
Earl of Tlay:' though this laft nobleman differed in
opinion from him with refpeét to the charter of the
city, which, he faid, could not be juftly forfeited by
the fault of the magiftracy. The Lords refolved,
‘That the magiftratesand other perfons from whom
they might obtain the neceflary information con-
cerning this riot fhould be ordered to-attend; and,
That an addrefs thould be prefented to his Majefty
defiring that the different accounts and papers re-
lating to the murder of Captain Porteous might be
fubmitted to the perufal of the Houfe. Thefe do-
cuments being accordingly examined, and all the
. ‘ witnefles
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B 0 0K Wwitneffes arrived, including three Scottifh judges,
a debate arofe about the manner in which thefe lag

iI.

3 :

§737¢

thould be interrogated, whether at the bar, at the

table, or on the woolfacks.  :Some Scottifh Lords’
aflerted, that they had a richt to be feated next to
the judges of England: bur after a long debate this
claim was rejected, and the judges of Scotland ap-

peared atithe bar in their robes. A bill was brought

in to difable Alexander 'Wilfon, Efquire, Lord

Provoft of Edinburgh, from enjoying any office or |

place of magiftracy in the city of Edinbureh, or,

elfewhere in Great-Britain; for imprifoning the faid -

Alexander Wilfon ; for abolifhing the guard of that

l

|

city; and for taking away the gates of the Nether-

. Bow-Port, {oas to open a communication between
the city and the fuburbs, inwhich the King’s troops .

are quartered. The Duke of Argyle, in arguing
againft this bill, faid he could not think of a pro-
ceeding more harth or unprecedented than the pre-
fent, as he believed "there was no inftance of the
whole weight of Parliamentary indignation, for fuch
he called a proceeding by a bill ex pof? fuio, falling
upon any lingle perfon, far lefs upon any commu-

-nity for crimes that were within the reach of the
- - inferior courts of juftice: for this reafon he obferved,
that if the Lord Provoft and citizens of Edinburgh *
thould fuffer in the terms of the prefent bill, they |

would fuffer by a cruel, unjuft, and fantaftical pro-
ceeding ; a proceeding of which the worft ufe might

- be made, if ever the nation fhould have the mif-
fortune to fall “under a partial, * flf-interefted | |

adminiftration. He' told them he fat in the Pat-

i

hiament of Scotland when that part of ‘the treaty "\
~of Union relating to ‘the privileges of the royal |
- burghs was fettled on the fame footing as reli-

gion, that is, they were made unalterable by any

{ubfequent Parliament of Great-Britain. Notwith-.

ftanding the eloquence and warmth of his remon-
ftrance, - the bill.was fent down to the Houlfe o
S ; Commions,
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Commons, where it produced a violent conteft.c 1 a o
“The Commons fet on foot a fevere ,fqrutiny into the V-

particular circumftances that preceded and attended 1
the murder of Portt;ous : from the examination of it
the witrefles it appeared that " no freeman o citizen -
of Edinburgh was concerned in the riot, which was
chiefly compofed of country people, excited by the
relations of fome unhappy perfons whom Porteous
-and his men had flain at the execution of the {mug-

- gler; and thefe were afifted by prentice boys, and
the lowetft clafs of vagabonds that happened to be at

‘Edinburgh: that the Lord Provoft had taken all the
precautions to prevent mifchief that his reflexion

fuggefted: that he even expofed his perfon to the

rage of the multitude, in his endeavour to difperfe

“thefn ; and thatif he had done amifs, he erred from
want of judgment, rather than from want of incli.

* nation to protect the unhappy Porteous. It likewife

appeared, that Mr. Lindfay, member for the city

- of Edinburgh, had gone in perfon to General Moyle,

Commander of the forces in North-Britain, informed

him of the riot, implored his immediate affiftance,

and promifed to conduct his troops into the city;

and that his fuit was rejected, becaufe he could not

- produce a written order from the magiftracy, which

‘he neither could have obtained in fuch confufion,

nor ventured to carry about his perfon through the

midft of an enraged populace. © The Scottifh mem..

bers exerted themfelves with uncommon vivacity in

- defence of their capiral. They were joined by Sir
John Barnard, Lord Cornbury, Mr. Shippen and

‘Mr. Oglethorpe. Lord Polwarth declared, that if

“any gentleman would thow where one argument in
the charge againft the Lord Provoft and the city of

- Edinburgh had been proved, he would that inftant
give his vote for the commitment of the bill. He

faid, if gentlemen would lay their hands upon their

_ hearts, and afk themfelves, whether they would have °

voted in ‘this manner had the cafe of Hdinburgh
' I / ' been
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200K been that of the city of Briftol, York, or Norwichy
IL. he was perfuaded ‘they would have required that *
sae7. €very tittle of the charge againft them fhould have -
~ been fully and undeniably proved.. Some amend.
ments and mitigations being inferted in the bil], i¢ '
paffed the Houfe, was fent back to the Lords, who
agreed to the alterations; and then received the
Royal afient. i 5 72
§ XXXVIIL The next effort of the minifler was
obliquely levelled at the liberty of the prefs, which
gt was much for his mgereft to abridge. -~ The errots
- of his conduct, the myftery of that corruption which :
he had fo fuccefsfully reduced to a fyftem, and all
the blemithes of his adminiftration, had been ex-
pofed and ridiculed, not only in political periodical
writings produced by the moft eminent hands,®but
likewife 1n a fucceflion of theatrical pieces, which
met with uncommon fuccefs among the people. He
either wanted judgment to diftinguith men of ge-
nius, or could find none that would engage in his
fervice: he, therefore, employed a fet of wretched
authors, void of underftanding and ingenuity.
‘They undertock the defence of his miniftry, and
anfwered the animadverfions of his antagonifts.
The match was fo extremely unequal, that, inftead
of juftifying his condud, they expofed it to ad-
ditional ridicule and contempt ; and ‘he faw himfelf
in danger of being defpifed by the whole nation.
He refolved to feize the firft opportunity to choak
thofe canals through which the torrent of cenfure
had flowed upon-his character. The manager of a
playhoufe communicated to him a manufeript farces,
mntituled, The Golden Rump, which was franght
with treafon and abufe upon the government, and
had been prefented to the ftage for exhibition.
This performance was preduced 1n the Houfe of
Commons. The minifter defcanted upon the i{lfo-
Yence, the malice; the immorality, and the feditious
catumay, which had been of late propagated in thea-
6 X trica}



_trieal pieces. A bill was brought in to limit the o g AP,
- humber of playhoufes; to fubje&t all dramatick . ¥.
‘writers to the infpeftion of the Lord-Chamberlain; ="
and to compel them to take out a licence for every
produétion before it could appear on the ftage.
Notwithftanding 2 vigorous oppofition, this biil
- pafled through both Houfes with extraordinary dif-
patch, and obtained the Royal fanction. In this dex
bate the Earl of Chefterfield diftinguifhed him{elf by
an excellent fpeech, that will ever endear his cha-
_racter to all the friends of genius and literature;- to
all thofe who are warmed with zeal for the liberties
of their country. ¢ Our ftage (faid he) ought cer~
¢ tainly te be kept within due bounds; but, for
¢ this purpofe, our laws as they ftand at prefent
¢ are fufficient.© If our ftage players at any time
¢¢ exceed thofe bounds, they ought to be profecuted
‘¢ they may be punithed. © We have precedents, we
“““have examples of perfons punithed for things lefs
‘¢ criminal than fome pieces which have been lately
¢ reprefented : ‘a new law muft, therefore, be un-
¢ neceffary ;- and in the prefent cafe it cannot be
¢ unnecefiary without being dangerous, Every
¢ unneceflary reftraint is a fetter upon the legs, is a
<< fhackle upon the hands'of liberty. Qne of the
“¢ greateft bleflings we enjoy, one of the greateit
¢ bleflings a people can enjoy, -is liberty. But
«‘every good in this life has its allay of evil.  Li-
¢ centioufnefs is the allay of liberty. Itis an ebul-
<t lition, an excrefcence ; 'itis afpeck upon the eye
<< of the political body, which I' can never tcuch -
< but with a gentle, with a‘trembling hand ;- left I
¢¢ deftroy the body, left 1, injure the eye upon
¢¢ which it is apt to appear. = If the ftage becomes -
< at any time licentious, if a play appearsto be 2
¢¢ libel upon the government, or upon any particu-
¢ lar man, the King’s courts are open; thelaw is
¢ fufficient to punifh the offender. If poets and

< playersare to be reftrained, let them be reftrained
' : ‘ « as
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