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Tt “PREFACE,
‘matenalq but ﬂpéh ‘his’ ]udgment in fele€ing; ‘and [
“his fkill m*{:bmpl effing ‘within a moderate compats,

the fubftance - of larger and -more voluminous

“works ; and upon the manner in' which he has

clothed old ideas in a new drefs. Upon all his

fubjeéts, he has endeavotred to reflect light from
“every quarter which his reading and obfervation

have afforded to him.

In the former Editions, it was his earneft en-
deavour to make due acknowledgments for the
afiiftance he derived from various fources. His
obligations have been increafed in the courfe of
preparing the prefent Edition for the prefs; and
the labour of his refearches has been conﬁdenab]y :
abridged, by the information obtained from the
Enc Jc/o]vu/m Britunnica, Imifon’s Elements of
the drts, Robertfow's Hiftory of America, and
Pytler’s Elements of General Hiffory. The ufe
he has'made of thefe cexcellent works is the ‘beft
pxeof of I is opinion of their merit.

Vé hfmpﬂ) live at*a time when we ma}, con-
grat ulate the rifing- genm ation on the new eftablith-
ments made for the advancement of knowledge,
and the additicnal means adcpted for “the dif-
fufioh of a fafte for literature and fcience. " The
Academy infutated at Marlow for” Military Stu-
dents, that now building at Iiertford for thofe who
are defigned for the civil ferviee in Indla and the
New Lo'lcge about to be erefted at Cambridge,
promife to anfwer the e\cellerxt purpofes of their

refpeélive
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refpetive- founders. The Royal Ianfiitution in
London engages the fau‘ and the fafhionable in the
caufe of polite Literature and Scxence, and the
‘highireputation it has-acquired, has promoted. a
fimilar-eftablifhinent in another part of the Metro-
polis. -+ Thus thel talents and the attainments of
eminent’ Profeflors are’ called into. attion ; theu‘
labours' are adapted to the peculiar profefiion for
which' young men are intended, and the curiofity
of the' public’ at large is' gratified to a' degree un-
precedented in fonmel times, by the dlﬁuﬁon of
various kln.ds of kﬂewledge

Tt is the boaft of the enermies of Great Britain,
thatthey give encouragement to'Science in the midft
‘of War. Poffefled of fueh ample means of inform~
ation as our celebrated Univerfities and Schools af-
ford us, aided by recenteftablifhments, it thould be
~our ambition to emulate them in the cultivation of
- the mind, and to convince them, by the exertion of
our intelleGtual powers in the caufe of Learning
and Science, that we have a claim to pre-eminence
in the republic of letters, fimilar to that we have
- eftablithed to- the empire of the ocean.

Whatever progrefs may have been made in the
-courfe of the laft century, in any branches of
Literature, Science, and the polite Arts, we may
. be affured, that the untutored mind can receive
_little fatisfaétion or improvement from thew; it
“muft be furnifhed with preparatory infor matlon”
1upon the refpe€live fubjeCts; hence arifes the
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4 THE INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

upon all fubjefts of general Literature, Science,
and Tafte, in their aftual and moft highly im-
proved ftate, they have the fame means of infor-
mation in their power with thofe who have been
regularly educated in the Univerfities, and the
publtc {chools.

Thus favourable are the temper and the cir-
cumftances of the Times to the diffufion of know-
ledge. And if the moft mature and deliberate
decifions of refle€tion and experience be required
to give weight to the opinion, that comprehenfive
views of learning and {cience are calculated to
produce the beft effeéts upon the mind, reference
¢an be made to both ancient and modern autho-
rities—to writers of no lefs eminence than Quin-
tilian, Milton, and Locke. Their obfervations
tend to prove, that clofe attention to a profeflional
frudy, is an affair of the firft importance, but that
1variable and exclufive application to any one
purfuit is the certain mark of a contraéted educa-
tion.  For hence the ftudent is led to form a
diflike to occupatiuns diffimilar to his own, and
to entertain prejudices againft thofe who exercife
them.  He is liable to vjew mankind and their
employments through a W"r@ng and a difcoloured
mediom, and to make imperfect, if not falfe efti-
mates of their ufe and value. = Inorder to prevent
fuch contraftednef(s of d1ipoimon and fuch errors
of judgment, what method can be more efficacious,
than to open fome. of the mtes of general know-

ledge, and difplay its: moft beautitul ploipe&s to
his view 2 o :

Such












1magrn

ly





































and

without
















THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. a5

confidered as compofing a fingle evidence only, but
as containing diftinét and independent atteftations
of the truth of Chriftianity; for it is evident from
their contents, that they were written by different
perfons, at various times, and upon various occa-
fions. Evyen the little circumftances in which _they
differ from each other have their ufe, as they tend
to prove that there was no plan preconcerted by
the writers, with a view to excite wonder, and

obtain credit by any ftudled umfmmlty of repre-
fentatlon ;

He who perufes the Gofpels and Epiftles with
attention, muft be ftruck by a remarkable peculi-
arity of narrative and argument, which runs
through every part of them. There is no appear-
ance of artifice in the facred Writers; no endea~
vour to raife the reputation of friends, or depre-
ciate the charafters of enemies. There is no ef-
fort made to reconcile the mind of the reader to
what is marvellous in their narrative ; no ftudied
attempt tol fire hisimagination, or roufe his paffions
in their caufe. All is fair, temperate, and candid.
Vain, it is true, were the fearch for thofe orna-
ments which diftinguifh the claffical writers: bugt
ftill in their works there is frequently a pleafing
fimplicity, and fometimes a fublimity of exprefiion,
although thefe beauties feem rather to rife natu-
rally out of the fubjeét, than to refult from the
labour of compofition, or any choice or arrange-
ment of words.© One circumftance there is, in

'whlch the New Ieftament rifes to an elevation,
' which









28 THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION,

may obferve a very firiking inftance of the fuper-
intendence of divine Providence, ever watchful for
the happinefs of mankind. Notwithftanding the
-various diflentions which have continued to prevail
in the Chriftian Church, ever fince its firft eftab-
fithment, the Books containing the principles of
the Religion itfelf, are come down to us who live at
the 'diftance of nearly eighteen Centuries from the
time of their Authors, in a pure and unadulterated
condition: fo that whenever the Chriftian faith
has been corrupted, its deviation from a flate of
purity could always be deteted by an appeal to
the moft indifputable authority. ~Nor has the
fiream of time merely conveyed to us this divine
treafure, uninjured ‘and fecure; but even in the
midft of the. moft violent perfecutions, and the
darkeft {upertition, the Chriftian faith has been {q
protected by divine care, that it has never been
wholly loft to the world. ~Some believers in every
age have had the courage, like their divine Maf-
ter, to witnefs a good confeflion, and let the light
of their example thine before their depraved con-
temporaries. ; : :

IL. The Charadler of our Lord.

This charaéter, as reprefented in the plain and
energetic narratives of the Evangelifts, is marked
by qualities the moft extraordinary, and the moft
tranfcendent. ~ Every account of every other
perfonage, whether portrayed by the fancy of

the
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PHE HISTORY OF GRELCE. 307
notthern boundary of Attica, which was a rocky’
province, producing little corn or grafs, but abun-
dantly fertile in various fruits, particularly olives
and figs. i

Southward of this tratt of country lies the pe-
ninfula of Peloponnefus, inacceffible by land, ex-
cept acrofs the Beeotian or Attic mountains. The
peninfula contains Achaia, Argolis, Elis, Arcadia,
Meflenia, and Laconia. The vale of Argos was
remarkable for its fruitfulnefs ; Achaia is a narrow
{lip of country on the northern coaft, bounded by
a chain of mountains from Corinth to Dyme. Elis
and Meflenia are lefs mountainous than the other
provinces ; the latter is level and well adapted to
agriculture. The climate of Greece is genial and
mild, and the foil in many places fertile. The ex-
tenfive range of coaft abounds with excellent har-
bours. The lower country afforded rich meadows ;
the higher, corn, wine, and oil ; and of the moun-
tains, fome were covered with woods, others con- '
tained the fineft marbles, and fome contained va-
luable metals . o

Such is the appearance of the country, which,
according to the moft authentic records of hiftory,
was made in very early times a fettlement of co-

i This aacc;unt of the Hiftory of Greece is taken from He-
rodotus, Thucydides, Polybius, and Plutarch ; the Travels of
Anacharfis, the Hiftory of Greece by Mitford and Gillies,
De Pauw, and Tytler’s Elements of General Hiftery.

x 2  lonifts









310 THE HISTORY OF GREECT.

Teftament, and {uggefts to us the fimilarity of cha-'
raéter, which prevailed between the patriarchs of
Canaan and the heroes of Greece.

~ Greece was divided into a variety of uncon-
neted frates, diftinguifhed by different forms of
government, and remarkable for frequent revolu-
tions.  Yet as the political importance of them all
was for the moft part relative, and depended, efpe-
cially in the later and more celebrated periods of
their hiftory, upon their connexion with Athens
and Lacedemon, thefe diftinguithed Republics
“eught to be confidered with a more immediate
view to their RELIGION, GOVERNMENT, ARTS,
MANNERS, and CONQUESTS. : ?

I. The Religion of Greece.

From the Egyptians, and other nations to whom
the Greeks were indebted for their earlieft laws, they
derived their religion. According to the poetical and
popular belief, immortal beings of various poswers
prefided over the various parts of the creation.
The Oreads governed the mountains, the Dryads
the woods, Neptune the Tritons, and the Nereids
ruled the ocean, Apollo the God of Mufic and the
nine Mufes_preﬁdmg over the various kinds of
poetry, inhabited - mount Helicon. Of all the
deities, Jupiter t..e Father of Gods and Men, re-
firained by the power of the Iates, was the {upreme,
and feated on O'lympus ruled both heaven and

earth,
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fituated upon a lofty rock near Parnaffus, and that
of Jupiter in the groves of Dodoha, were cele-
brated for the refponfes of the Pythia and the
priefts; they were held in the greateft'veneration
for many ages; and their oracles were confulted,
gven in the moft enlightened times, by philofo-
_phers themfelves, who, in ‘this inftance, as well as
many others, conformed to the popular fuper-
{titions. : i S

The fplrlt of the religion of ancient Greece was
mcluded in thefe prmc1ples,—that the worthip of
AAthe Gods was of fuperior obligation and import-
ance to all other duties,—and that they frequently
difplayed their power in this world, in the punifh-
ment of the bad, and the profperity of the vir-
tuous: fuch were the opinions inculcated by the
moft celebrated philofophers and poets. But the
common people, more gratified by the fiftions of
the received mythology, than by ténets of pure
ethics, found in the aétions recorded of their gods
and goddeﬁ'es, a fufficient excufe for licentioufnefs
of every kind,

With refpe to a Future State of exiftence, the
philofophers appear to have been uncertain, as may
be colleted from the fentiments of Socrates him-
felf. The poets inculcated a belief in Tartarus
and. Elyﬁum Of the former they have drawn a
pl&ure in the moft gloomy and horrific colours,
deferibing it as the place where men, who had been

rema.rka.ble for 1mplcty to the vods, fuch as Tan-
: talus,
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talus, Tityus, and Sifyphus, were tortured with a
variety of mifery, ingenioufly adapted to their
crimes. The profpeét of Elyfium is more beautiful
and inviting, as defcribed by Hefiod and Pindar,
than that given by Homer. In that delightfal re-
gion there is no inclement weatlier, but the foft
Zephyrs blow frem the ocean to refrefh the inba-
bitants, who live without care or anxiety; there
reign perpetual funthine and ferenity of {ky, and
the fertile earth thrice in a year produces deli‘
cious fruits for their fuftenance. Thefe enjoy-
ments were, however, not only of a grofs and fen-
fual nature, but were limited to perfons of rank and
diftinétion.  Proteus informs Menelaus, that he
fthall be conveyed to the iflands of the blefled,
becaufe he is the hufband of Ielen, and the fon
in law of Jupiter™ No incentives to goodnefs,
from the confideration of a future ftate, are held
out by the older poets to the female fex, or
to the ignoble or wvulgar, however pure their
condué, or exemplary their virtues. 1In later
times we find, that Pindar extends his rewards to
good men in general ; but Euripides is fometimes
fceptical, and Iphigenia, the principal character in
one of his tragedies, without hefitation exprefles her
ditbelief of the popular mythology.

It is well remgrked by the ingenious and learned
Jortin, “ That it gives us pleafure to trace in
Homer the important dotrine of a fupreme God,

~m Odyfl iv. L 50, :
- i a pro-
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any farther than to obferv 7 ;
hezeditary kings, or preﬁdz,nttshafvl;c:g : Wef‘e;two
; 5 power he
cfmtrol‘led by giving an equal authority to twenty-
(:f]géh:l :;rileastor:;.d hll‘il;l: k.i.n%s were commanders of
5 gh priefts of the temples. Of
the fenators was compofed the executive and legif-
lat.ive council of the ftate, and with them all l;jws
originated. The affembly of the people was in-
vefted with the power of eletiing the fenators;
they could give a fimple negative, or affirmative,
to the meafures propofed to them, but had no right
to difcufs their propriety. Lycurgus allotted to
every family an equal fhare of land,. prohibited
the ufe of gold and filver, and made iron money
alone current, with a view to check the avarice of
his fubjeéts. He forbad foreign travel, left their
morals fhould be corrupted by an intercourfe with
effeminate nations. He inftituted public tables, at
which even the kings of Sparta were required to
fhare the coarfeft viands with their people, and to
fet examples of the moft rigid temperance. To
produce a hardy and vigorous race of men, he
ordered the women not to be confined to the fe-
dentary employments of the diftaff and the fhuttle,
but to be exercifed  in throwing the quoit, and
hurling the fpear. The children were carefully in-
fpected asfoon as born ; the well-proportioned and

o B. C. 854 years. We are told, that Lycurgus being
afked why he, who in other refpeds appeared fo zealous for
the equal rights of men, did not make his government demo-
cratical rather than oligarchal, ¢ Go, you,” the legiflator
aufwered, “and try a democracy i your evn houfe.”

healthy
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healthy were delivered to the public nurfes; and
the deformed, or fickly, were expofed to perifh in
the wilds of Mount Taygetus. Celibacy was held
difreputable ; yet the rights of female honour and -
marriage were not fecured from violation: for
provided the children born by promifcuous inter-
courfe were ftrong and robuft, noinquiry was made
to afcertain their fathers. All children were con-
fidered as the offspring, or rather the property, of
the ftate; and their public education confifted in
accuftoming them to bear the cravings of hunger
and thirft, to fuffer extreme heat and cold, fleep
in the open air, and endure the fcourge of dif-
cipline, and every degree of pain witly patience,
and even exultation. As they approached to man-
hood, their difcipline was made more fevere. Mili-
tary and athletic exercifes employed the largefy
portion of their time ; it was held difreputable for
private bufinefs or domeftic concerns to engrofs
their attention. The whole energy of their mjnds
was direCted to war, and they lived as if always ina
camp. Plutarch obferved, that they were taugat
neither to defire nor to know how to live by them-
felves nor for themfelves. Their paffions and am-
bition were abforbed in the public fervice, and as
they were hardened by conflant exercife, they were
both eager to undertake, and powerful to accoms
plifh every exploit for the glory of their country. -

As  Lycurgus withed his people to enjoy
complete independence, he provided the means _
w.’ fecurity againft foreign attacks by eftablifhing

: the
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T1%. Athens.

A fairer order of civil polity is difplayed in the
conftitution of Athens; a conftitution, which fur<
nithed not only a model for the Jaws of Rome, but
for moft of the nations of modern Europe. It was
a regular fyftem of jurifprudence, - extending to
every clafs of citizens. The moft judicious writers
agree, that thofe improvements, which formed the
peculiar merit of Athens, were introduced by
Solon, about two centuries and a half after the
reign of Lycurgus.

The fituation of Attica naturally direfted the
attention of its inhabitants to commerce, and
naval affairs. They poffefled a country, which
although fruitful in vines and olives, was not ade-
quate to the fupport of its inhabitants, without a
fupply of foreign produce. This defect naturally
pointed out the fea to them as the proper fphere
for their exertions, and in procefs of time they
rofe to the higheft eminence, as a commercial
ftate ; their great intevcourfe with ftrangers gave a
particular dire€tion to their laws, and promoted
that urbanity of manners, by which they were fo
eminently diftinguifhed %

3 Solon

9 See the beautiful picture of Attica, drawi by Sophocles, in
the firft Chorus of (Edipus Coloneus. He celebrates the

Deauty of his nutive country, the various productions of the
foily
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CHIVALRY. 497

thiis place as innocent as you entered it, but more
fortunate.” He inftantly conduted her home
; i'epl‘qved her mother, and gave the daughter s;
marriage portion of 600 piftoles. This conqueft
he gal.ned over himfelf at the age of twenty-fix,
when in the fituation of the great Scipio Africanus,
he was moft expofed te temptation; as “ juvenis, &
ceelebs, & wviftor.” At the battle of Marignan
againft the Swifs, in 1515, he fought by the fide
of TFrancis the 1ft, and fo imprefled was- that
monarch™ with the high opinion of _his prowefs,
that he conferred upon him the honour of
knighthood. Being once afked what pofieflions a
nobleman had beft leave to his fon, he replied,
« fuch as are leaft expofed to the power of time
or human force—Hifdom and Pirtue” At the
retreat of the French at Rebec, he received a
mortal wound, and with his laft breath requefied
his Efquire to inform the King, that the only
regret he felt on leaving the world, was that he
could ferve him no longer.” He then requefted to
be placed under a tree facing the enemy, and
then expired. He was called the Knight without
fear and without reproach,” and no one could have
a better claim to fo cxcellent a character.

Sir Philip Sidney, defcended from Jobn Dudley,
Duke of Northumberland by the mother’s fide,
- was born at Penfhurft, in Kent, 1554, and died at
the early age of 32. During liié.eglucétion, firft at
Shrewfbury, and afterwards in the Univerfity of
" Oxford, he made an aftonifhing progrefs in all

E VoL, 1. Kk branches
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500 CHIVALRY."

an illuftrious court, and a pattern of fuperiof ex-
cellence, even in an age of heroes.

A knight was always known by a device on his
thield, and the peculiarities of his blazonry, which
‘were allufive to fome of his martial exploits.
Great honours were paid to him after his deceafe,
particularly if he was flain in battle. His funeral -
was moft folemn and very fully attended. His
fword, helmet, {purs, gauntlets, and armorial
enfigns, were fufpended over the hallowed {pot of
his interment, or his cenotaph. His fplendid
tomb, graced with his effioy, and marked with a
“{uitable infeription, was confidered as a tribute of
refpe€t to his virtues, and an incentive to inflame
the youthful warrior to tread the fame path of
valour and renown.

L

Chivalry was indebted to religion, for much
of the ardomr with which its votaries were ani-
mated.  During its flourifhing ftate, no inftitu-
tion could obtain credit, unlefs confecrated by
the church, - and clofely interwoven with the
religious opinians of the times. To the incentives
of zeal, was added the fpirit of gallantry. The
youthful knight, previous to his going forth
upon any “a"hl\e expedition, devoted himfelf
to the fexuce of fome lady, who was ufually
the object of his ardent love. It was his moft lively
hope that her fmiles and her hand would reward
his valour : he bore her device upon his arms;

: {0)
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%o her be confecrated his trophies; and to gain
her favour, he was ready upon all eccafions to
meet danger, and fhed his blood. This paffion
o was the keeneft incitement to his heroic attions,
and fired his mind with unabating enthufiafm.
Amid foreign invafion or domeftic feuds, where the
oppofing barons and their vaffals encountered
each other in the hotteft engagements ; the faith-
ful knight, as he couched his lance, and rufhed
to meet the foe, invoked the miftrefs of his heart,
and gloried by fuch achievements to render himfelf
worthy of her regard. When peace brought a thort
interval of repofe, and rival knights contended in
the joufts and tournaments, the applauding lady
often adjudged the prizes to the vi€torious cham-
pions. In the lofty hall decked with banners and
trophies of war, when the banquet was given to the
jocund train of nobles, and their gallant companions
in arms ; the harp and the fongs of the minfirel
refounded the praifes of the fair; and every pa-
geant and celebrity concurred to keep the mind in
the fame dire€tion to its beloved object.

The ambition of pleafing a favourite lady, and
of being worthy to be confidered as her champion,
was a motive which ftimulated a knight to the
moft daring aftions, Many inflances are re-
corded in the hiftory of the middle ages, of the
height to which this romantic gallantry arofe.
It was not unufual for a knight in the midft of a
battle or a fiege, to challenge his enemy to fingle
gombat, and refer to the decifion of arms the
K k3 trans
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humanity«began to be efteemed the ornament of

knighthood. More condefcenfion and more affa-

bility were introduced, when courtefy was recom-

mended as the moft amiable of knightly virtues, ,
A firit adherence to truth, with the moft religious

attention to every engagement, became the dif-

tinguifhing chara€terifiic of every gentleman, be-

caufe chivalry was regarded as the {fchool of
honour. It is the remark of the excellent hifto-

rian, to whom I confels myfelf under fingular

obligations in purfuing this and fimilar inquiries,

¢ that, perhaps, the kwmanity which accompanies

all the operations of war, the »efinements of gal-

dantry, and the point of honowr, the three chief
circumf{tances, which diftinguith modern from

ancient manners, may be attributed in a great

meafure to this whimfical infiitution &7

The claffical reader cannot fail ta be ﬁ:luck with
the coincidence in the political ftate of ancient
Greece, as defcribed by Homer, and the condition
of the feudal times. The military ardour of the
_hgroes is fimilar to that of the barons, What
are Bacchus Hexcules, and Jafon, wandering over
varlous parts of the world in fearch of adven:
tures, and couquering giants and monfiers, but
knlghts -errant, and the exaCt counterparts of Sir
Launcelot Amadis de Gaul, and the Seven Cham-
pions  of C%g{ﬁendoan Courage, Generofity,

o

i1 Boggr;fcn’s Charles V. vol. i. p. 85.

Courtefy,
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Courtefy, and Hofpitality, were the virtues com-
mon to them all,

¥

The difpofitions and fentiments which clnvalry
produced, were fo deeply rooted, that they conti=
nued to predominate long after its fpirit had evapo-
rated, and the inftitution had become an objeét of
ncgleét and ridicule.  Generofity and a love of en-
terprife, the qualities to which it owed its birth,
when once direfted to objeéts that interefted th
affeCtions, were not likely to be thort in their du-
ration, or partial in their efletts. The refined af-
fiduities of memn naturally directed the attention of
women fo themfelves, as well as to their admirers
and this circumftance produced a gradual improve-
ment 1n female education. The men, quitting the
formality of the feudal times, and the hyperbolical
ftyle of making love, of which many curious in-
ftances may be found in the old romances, became
lefs artificial in their compliments, and fofter in
their manners. Women became fenfible of the
importance of mental improvement, and of
heightening the charms of nature with elegant ac-
complifhments, and the graces of affability and
complaifance.

Thus has a great change of manners been
effetted, by following up a leading principle of the °
infiitution of chivalry, and giving a confpicuous *
place to the female fex in the ranks of fociety. The
paffion of love, purified by delicacy, has been
i}elghtened by the pleafures of fentiment and ima-

gination ;
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devoted himlelf to the ftudy of the Scriptures.
The pure light of revelation beamed upon his mind
~—he faw that Chriftianity was not to be learned
from the writings of the ichoolmen, or the de- o
crees of general councils, but from the authority
of the facred Writings alone. An opportunity
was foon afforded him of fhewing his zeal for
truth, and his ardour: for its propagation. The
Dominican monks were at that time employed by
pope Leo X, to fell indulgences forall offences and
crimes, for the purpofe of recruiting his exhaufted
treafury. Luther, with great firength of argu-
ment, preached againft the irregularity of their
lives, and the vicious tendency of their doc-
trines; and he reprefented to the people the
extreme danger of relying for falvation on any
other means than thofe appointed by the word
of God. The more he examined the claims
of the Church of Rome to its empire over
‘the reafon and confcience of mankind, the more
he afcertained their weaknefs. The difcovery of
one error naturally led him to the deteétion of
others ; and from refuting the extravagant tenets
concerning indulgences; he proceeded to expofe
fuch as were maintained refpeting pilgrimages
and penances, the interceffion and the worthip of
faints, the abufes of auricudar confeffion, the ex-
iftence of purgatory, and many other doétrines
of the fame kind, which have no foundation in
Seriptore.  His arguments made a deep impieflion
upon his hearers, and his fame was foon fpread not
only
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years after, Bartholomew Diaz, an officer of great
fagacity and fortitude, ftretched boldly to“zards
the fouth on the coaft of Africa, and difcovered
nearly a thoufand miles of new country. No
dangers, no violence of ftorms in unknown feas,
neither the mutinies of his crew, nor the calamities
of famine; which he fuffered from the lofs of his

{tore fhip, could deter him from profecuting his

enterprife; and as a reward for his determined
perfeverance, he at.laft defcried the lofty promon-
tory which bounds Africa to the fouth. The fhat-

THE PREGRESS OF NAVIGATION. 532
iflands which lie off that promoentory. ~ About fifty

tered condition of his thips, and the feditious -

1pirit of his failors, enabled him only to fee, and
not to explore it He gave it the name of Cabo
‘Tormentofo, or: the ftormy cape, but the king, his
mafter, entertaining no doubt of having found the
long defired - courfe to India, gave it the more
aufpicious name of the Cape of Good Hope.

The courfe of hiftory brings us to an -acquaint-
ance with a difcoverer, whofe profound judgment
and undaunted {pirit of perfeverance, rank him
among the firft characters in hiftory. -

- Chriftopher Columbus, a native of Genoa, was
allured into the fervice of the Portuguefe by the
fame of their difcoveries. His early ftudies con-
filted in geography, aftronomy, and the: art of
drawing ; to thefe he applied with the greateft ar-

. ol
-dour, on account of their connexion with navi-

gation, for which he had the firongeft predxleé‘non
- He
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@m{hxfg;lw&th that of Columbus, and he was
enabled to proceed on his yoyage. He failed from

ibe . port of Palos, in Andalufia, en the 3d of
Auguit, 1492. « His {quadron, if fuch it could be

galied, confified of the Santa Maria, commanded

by Lolumbus himfelf, the Pinta, of which Martig

Pinzon was captain, and the Nigna, vmder the

pommand of hucent YanezPinzon. -

W;th thefc veﬁ‘els hardly fnpemor m burthenor
farca to large boats, vittualled for twelve months,
and their whole crews, confifting anly of 90 men,
Columbus pafled the Canary Iflands. His men
were at firfs difmayedrat extending their courfe
beyond former mnavigators, and - afterwards grew
mutinous ; but he pofiefied a complete knowledge
of mankind, a patient: perfeverance in the exe-
cution of his own plans, a command of-his own
paffions, and the talent of acquiring the afcendant
over thofé of other men. He endeavaured to
.conceal the real pragrefs which they made, and
reckoned fhort during the whole voyage. When
he had .advanced 1200 leagues to the wefi of the
Canaries, a greater diftance from Jand than any
Spaniard had ever been before, he was tiruck with
an appearance no lefs aftonifhing than new. He
obferved that the magnetic needle in the compafs
did not point exattly to the polar ftar, but varied
"a degree toward the wefi, and as.they proceeded
the variations increafed. This appearance, now
famnhar, but the caufe of which bhas never been
expla.med, filled the companions of Columbus

with
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he reached at length the harbour of St Lucar
~There he heard of the death of his patronefs queen
Ifabella, in whofe juftice and humanity he expected
to have found redrefs for all his grievances. = As
foon ‘as his health would allow he went to court;
‘but from Ferdinand he received onmly fair words
and unmeaning promifes. Dilgufted with the in-
gratitude of thls monarch, whom he had  ferved
with fuch fidelity and fuccefs; and exhaufted with
fatigue, he died at Walladolid, aged only 59, A.D.
1506. * He clofed his life with a magnanimity which
fuited  his charater, and with fuch {entiments of
piety and refpeét for religion, as he had manifefied
in every oceurence of his life. >

While Columbus had been thus engaged,. the
{pirit of naval adventure did not languith in Por-
tugal, the kingdom where it firft acquired vigour:
Emmanuel the king, who inherited the enterprifing
character of his predeceffor, perfifted in the grand
fcheme of opening a paflage to the Faft Indies by
the Cape of Good Hope, and equipped a fqua-
dron for that importamt voyage. He gave the
command of it to Vafco de Gama; aman of noble
birth, courage, and prudence, equal to the un-
dertaking.  He failed from Litbon, and had the
glory, after encountering violent itorms and con-
trary winds from failing at an improper feafon of
the year, to double the Cape of Good IHope.
‘He touched at'feveral ports, and came to anchor,
before the city of Melinda, where he found feveral_
yetlcls from India. Gama then purfued his voyage

Nn o with
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gktge ﬂx&pszﬂl’uefolupon and Di ;
gaged in a voyage in fearch of a/north-weft paﬁ“ag
ween the, continents of - Afia and America.
Cook- dnfqovered, the Sa,admch Iﬂands, whence he
B eeded to explore the north-weft coaft of
America ; and on his return. from that coaft, he
was unhapplly killed in a quarrel with the natives
on the ifland of Owhyhee, O&ober 14th, 1779.
His death was lamented not only in.his native
country, but in allparts of Europe, where his
great merit and pubhc fervm&s to the caufe of na-
vigation were well known. . This voyage afcertain-
ed the weftern boundaries of the great continent of
America, and. proved, that no practicable paffage
exifts between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
towards the north, The means by which the con-
queﬂ; of the New World was achieved, were not fo
much owing to-fuperior firength and courage as
to the ufe of fire arms. If the natives had been
in pofleffion of gunpowder and iron, the Spaniards
muft have reforted to other methods to effe@ their
purpofe. Their fears would have induced them tg
refpect the rights of mankind ; whilft their-avarice
would have prompted them to refort to the pamﬁc
meafures of commerce.

The advantages refulting from the difcovery and
the colonization of the New World, have been
nearly all reaped by the Europeans:. They have
increafed their fkill in the art of navigation, and
confirmed their fpirit of adventure. - They have
obtained a more extenfive acquamtance with the
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