








 



BPS ine “PREFACE, 

‘materials, ‘but upon ‘his judgment int feleting; and ( 
his fkill in compr efling within a moderate compais, 

the fubfiance “of~ larger and more voluminous 

“works: and upon the manner in’ which he has 

élothed old idéas in a new drefs. Upon all his 

fubje@s, he has endeavoured to reflect light from 
“every quarter which his reading and obfervation 

have afforded to him. ~ i 

In the former Editions, it was his earneft en- 

déavour to make due’ acknowledgments for the 

afiiftance he derived frem various fources. ‘His 
obligations have been increafed in the courfe of 

preparing the prefent Edition for the prefs; and 
the labour of his refearches has been confiderably 

abridged, by the information obtained from the 

Ene yclopadia Britannica, Enifon’s Elements of 

the Arts, Robértfon's Hiflory of America, and 
Vytler’s Elements of General Hiftory. The ute 
he hasmade’ of thefe éxcellent works is the “beft 
proof of his‘opinion of their merit. 

We happily live at°a time when we may con- 
gratulate thé rifing-generation om the new eftablith- 
ments made for the advancement of knowledge, 

and the “additional “méans adopted “for “the dif- 
fofion of a tafte for literature and fcience. “The 
Academy inftitated at Marlow for’ Military Stu- 
dents, that now building at Hertford, for‘thofe who 
are defigned for the civil ferviee in India, ‘andthe 

- New College about to be ereéied at ‘Cambridge, 
promife to anfwer the excellent” ‘purpofes of their 

refpeétive  
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THE PROGRESS OF NAVIGATION, 

iflands which lie off that promontory. . About gee 
years after, Bartholomew Diaz,.an officer of great — 
fagacity and. fortitude,  {tretched boldly: ‘seule 
the fouth on the coaft of Africa, and difcovered 
nearly; a thoufand miles of new country. No 
dangers, no violence of ftorms. in unknown deas, 
neither the mutinies of his crew, nor the calamities 

of famine; which he fuffered from the lofs of: his 

{tore hip, could deter him. from profecuting his 
enterprife; and asa reward for his determined 

perfeverance, he at.laft defcried the lofty promon- 
tory which bounds Africa to the fouth: ‘The that- 
tered condition of his hips, and the feditious 
fpirit of his failors, enabled him only to fee, and 

not-to explore it). He gave it the name of Cabo 
‘Tormentofo, or: the ftormy cape, but the king, his 

mafter, entertaining no doubt of having found the 

long defired» courfe to India, gave it the more 
aufpicious name of the Cape of Good Hope. 

The courfe of hiftory brings us to an acquaint- 
ance with a difcoverer, whofe profound judgment 
and undaunted {fpirit of perfeverance, rank him 
among the firft characters in hiftory. » 

Chriftopher Columbus, a native of Genoa, was 
allured into. the fervice of the Portuguefe by the 
fame of their difcoveries. His early. fiudies con- 
fitted. in geography, aftronomy, and. the: art. of 
drawing ; to thefe he applied with the greateft ar- 
‘dour, on account of their connexion with’ navi- 

gation, for which he had ate ftrongeft predileétion. 
He  
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- with. that-of., Columbus, and he oil 
enabled. to proceed on his yoyage. “ He failed from 
theport. of Palos, in Andalufia,.en the 3d of 
Auguil, 1492. .Hisdquadron, if fuch it could be 
ealied, confifted of the Santa Maria, commanded 
py Columbus himfelf, the Pinta, .of svhich Martig 
Pinzop .was;captain, and. the, Nigna, under. the 
யாக்‌. of ‘bbncent Yanez*Pimzon.: 

With thefe. sais, hardly ரணம்‌ in badhessd 

force to large boats, victualled for twelve months, 
and their-whole crews, confifting only of 90.men, 
Columbus ஹிம்‌ the Canary Ifands., His men 

were at. firft difmayedrat. extending their courfe 
beyond former mayigators, and .afterwards grew 
mutinous; but-he pofiefied a complete: knowledge 
of mankind, a. patient: perfeveramce in the exe- 
cation of his.owm. plans, a command of>his own 
paffions, and the talent of acquiring ithe afcendant 
over thofé of other men. He endeavoured to 

-eonceal the. real .progrefs which they made, and 
reckoned fhort during the whole voyages When 
he had .advanced »200 leagnes to the wefi of the 

Canaries, a greater diftance from land than any 

Spaniard had ever been before, he was:ftruck with 

an appearance no lefs aftonifhing than new. He 

obferved that the magnetic needle in the compafs 

did not point exattly tothe polar ftar, but varied 

‘a degree toward the welt, and as-they proceeded 

the variations. increafed, This appearance, now 

familiar, but the caufe of which. has never been 

கண்க filled the. companions 0ம்‌ Cojumbus 
with  
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hé reached at length the harbour. .of St. Lucar. 
There’ he heard of the death of his patronefs queen 
Tfabella, in whofe juftice and humanity he expected 
to have found redrefs for all his grievances... As 
foon ‘as’ his* health would allow he went to court; 
but from Ferdinand he received only fair words 
and unmeaning promifes. Difgufted: with the in- 
gratitude of this monarch, whom he had. ferved 

with fuch fidelity» and fuccefs; and exhaufted with 
fatigue, “he died at Walladolid, aged only 59, A.D. 
1506. © He clofed his life with a magnanimity which 
fuited) his character, and with fuch fentiments:of 

piety and refpeét for religion, as he had manifefied 
in every oceurence of his life... 

While» Columbus: had been thus engaged, the 
{pirit of naval adventure did not languifh in Por- . 
tugal, the kingdom where it firft acquired vigour. 
Emmaouel'the king, who inherited the enterprifing 
charaéter ‘of his predeceiior, periilted m the grand 
fcheme of opening a -paflage to:the Laft Indies by 
the Cape of Good Hope, and equipped a fqua- 

dron. for that important voyage. He gave the 
command of it to Vafco de Gama; a:man of noble 

birth, courage, and prudence, equal to the un- 

dértaking.. He failed from: Litbon, and had. the 

glory, after. encountering ‘violent itorms aud con- 

trary winds from failing at an improper feafon of 

the year, to ‘double the ‘Cape of Good Hope. 

‘He touched at’feveral ports, and came to anchor, 

before the. city of Melinda, where he found feveral _ 

¥eilcls from India. Gama then purfued his voyage 

Nn 4 with  
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in. the thips: Refolution. and Di 6 

saged in a voyage in fearch of a north-weft paflage 
verween the, continents _ of - Afia and America. 

Cook. difeovered. the Sandwich Iflands, whence he 

proceeded. 60. 080106. the, north-weft coaft of 
America ; and on his return. from that coaft, . he 
was unhappily killed in a quarrel with the natives 
on the ifland. of Owhyhee,. OGober 14th, 1779. 
His death was lamented not only in. his: native 
country, but in all parts of Europe, .where his 
great merit and public fervices to the caufe, of na- 
vigation were well known. . This voyage afcertain- 
a the weftern-boundaries of the great.continent. of 
America, and: pr oved, that no. practicable paffage 

exifts between the Atlantic and Pacific -oceans 
towards the north. The means by which the con- 
quett of the New World was achieved, were not fo 
much owing to-fuperior firength and courage as 
to the ufe of fire atms.. If the natives had yr 

in poffeffion of gunpowder. and iron, the Spaniards 
muft have reforted to other. methods to efie& their 
purpofe. Their fears would have induced: them to 
refpect the rights of mankind ; whilft their-avarice 
would have prompted them to refort. to. the Beg 

meafures of commerce. 

The advantages டப்ப from the difcovery and 
the colonization of the New World; have been 

nearly all reaped by the Europeans: They have 
increafed their {kill in the art of navigation, and 
confirmed their fpirit of adventure. ‘They have 
obtained a more extenfive acquaintance with: the 

works  





 



 



 






