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YINCE the publication of the third vo-
lume of the Society’s Memoirs, the fol-
lowmg medals have been prefented.

: To Mr. Henry Field, Apothecary, New-
gate-ftreet, for his Difertation on the Croup ;
a Silver Medal.

To Dr. Johnftone, of Worcefter, for fe-
veral valuable Communications; a Silver

Medal.

No fatisfa®ory anfwer having been return-
ed to the queftion propofed by the fociety for
the gold, or Fothergillian Medal, the fame is

continued for the year 1795, with the other
queftions formerly announced, viz.

“ What are the Effeits of Mineral Poifons,
 upon living Animals, and more particularly
A2 % upom












_ PREFACE. ' vii

REGULATIONS
RESPECTING THE

GOLD MEDAL.

1. Eacn Differtation fhall be delivered to
the Secretary, in the Latin, Englith, or French
Language, on or before the firft Day of No-
vember, 1794 ; and the adjudication of the
Medal fhall take Place in the laft Week of

February, 1795.

2. With each Differtation {hall be deliver-
ed a fealed Packet with fome Motto or Device
on the Outfide; and within, the Author’s
Name and Defignation ; and the fame Motto
or Device fhall be put upon the Differtation,
that the Society may know how to addrefs the
fuccefsful Candldate

3. No Paper with the Name of the Au-
thor affixed, can be received; and if the Au-
thor of any Paper fhall difcover him{elf to the
Council, or to any Member thereof, {uch Pa-
per thall be excluded. from all Compctmon for
the Medal.

A4 4, All
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perceived to be a little fore Wl’chout any alarme-
 ing increafe of other fymptoms, thus far there -
s no more ta be obferved here, than What hap-
‘pens every day in common angina ; but if
upon this a dlfﬁcu]ty in breathing comes on,
not that which is indicated by a fhort quick
refpiration, but that Wthh is of the fuffocating
kind, attended \Vlth wheezmg, and a fenfeof -
inability to admit air into the lungs, there will
be great reafon to fufpect that the difeafe is the '
Croup; how far the convulfive motion in the
mufcles above the os-hyoxdes, mentioned in the
- preceding hiftory is a frequent attendant upop
it, I am unable to fay, yet itappears intitled to
future attention.* It will readily be perceiv-
ed, that my prefent attempt is to ~defcribe only

5

* In one of the fatal cales, which have occurred to me,
the child had labored, for the fpace of ten or twelve days
before the appearance of the Croup,'\under a confidera-
ble degree of coughing, in its found and manmer not un-
like the hooping cough. Another cafe has been related
to me by an intelligent phyﬁcmn, of this difeafe being’
preceded by {loughy ulcerations in different parts of the
mouth a few days before its charaéteriftic fymptoms were
difcernable; thxs likewife serminated unfavorab]y

the
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6} :ART‘I'CLE XV
' An Anatomical Defeription of a Double Userus.

Br THOMAS POLE

d leave of the
flection, which
ts of water;

_large further upon it. After infpefting the
head, and fewing up the fcalp, the body was
replaced in the fhell or coffin deftined for its

- Interment; but o‘bferving' the abdomen re-

Vor. IV, SRe ~ markably
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markably contradted, it fuggefted the idea of
examining the ftate of the inteftines, in which
there was no circumiftance worthy of notice ;
my attention was {oon called off to obferve this
extraordinary Iufus nature, which has proved
an ample reward for opening the abdomm&!
cavity. ;.
This is an inftance of a complete Double
Uterus and vagina; one F allopian tube and
ovarium were affixed laterally to the funduagrf
each Uterus in the ufual way. The fundi re=
ceded from each other o as to form a confi-
derable depreffion between them; which was
gradually loft as it advanced toward the cer-
vix. That part where the Ora tince were
fituated, was confiderably larger than ufual‘
externally.

A feptum of conﬁderable thicknefs ran be-
tween the organs which formed twodiftinét and
complete vagina aswell as uterine cavities; the
{eptum became thin as it approached the Ora
externa, between which it formed a projection
confiderably anterior to the verge of thevaginz
in other parts, Juft below each os externum
were two large Lacunz or blind pouches, in
depth about the fixth of an inch; and of fuf-
ficient diameter to admit the round end of a’

very
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a rumbling of wind in the belly like the
gurgling of water in a bottle; with frequent
fcanty dark coloured flimy feeces : thefe at
one difcharge are not often more than a tea-
fpoonful feldlom exceeding a table-fpoonful
in quantity. But from what I have learnt in
this diforder, when thefe fymptoms fupervene,
particularly that of frequent feanty alvine ex-
cretion, it admits only of temporary relief.
The point therefore to be aimed at in this com-
plaint, is to afcertain a train of fymptoms
which colle@ively may lead to an early detec-
tion. Tamalfo of opinion that the following
fymptoms will urge the neceflity of manual
inyeftigation, by inducing a fufpici@n of the
malady, The part affected it is true, is ge-
nerally the upper part of thc retum, rather
beyond the reach of the finger, yet by the
contrary efforts of the patient and praétitioner,
a pofitive determination may be obtained.
When a perfon fomewhat advanced in life, is
 troubled with frequent conftipation, complains
of fullnefs and weight in the ftomach, with
repeated inclination to difcharge the contents,
and uneafy rumbling in the belly and diften-
fion in the lower part of it, with a fenfa-
tion of numbnefs towards the upper part of
"R the
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_the facrum, extending down the Rectum, re-
peated fruitlefs efforts being alfo made to pafs
a flool, attended with a fenfe of conftrition
and tenefmus high up in the Re&um, and the
flatus which feemed to the paﬁent, to occupy
tbi; intermediate {pace, burits forth; glyfters
failing as well as medicines, and the complaint
is unattended with fever or pain, it will be rea~
fonable to fufpect fome mechanical obftruction
of the paffage. This opinion will be further
~ ftrengthened, if the above {fymptoms return
without evident caufe, nowell formed ftocl duly
intervening. The gut thould be cleared of its
contents before manual examination; if found
Joofe and flabby and a kind of chafimis perceived,
the inveftigation ought to be carefully purfued :
for by an early difcovery, when the feeces are
ftill in a pafte-like form, I fhould hope that the
progrefs of the complaint might be prevented.
Mr. Sherwen ingenioufly fuggefts the ufe of
bougies;; but it feems to me probable, that their ‘
frequent application would prove difficult to
the agent, and irkfome to the patient. From
analogy it may be concelved, that asthe em-
ployment of mercury caufing 2 ptyalifm of
fome duration is fo ferviceable in the Scirrho-

contratted efophagus, benefit may allo be ob-
tained
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ARTICLE XXIII.

Hints refpecting the Prifm of Newgate,

WaeN I was rcqueﬁ‘ed to fee the late
Lord George Gordon, in Newgate, on the 25th
of O&ober, 1793, I did notexpe& my atten-
tion would be excited beyond his immediate
illnefs ; but as another gentleman died of the
fame malignant fever, on that fide of the pri-
fon called the ftate fide, and a fever had alfo
appeared in the common felon's ward; fuch a
report had been circulated of the danger of
this fever, as greatly alarmed the publick ;
which was further excited by the recent
accounts of the fatality of the yellow fevex;;
in the Weft-Indies, and North American
continent, Hence I ‘was defired to vifit the
whole of Newgate and to make a report of
the health of the prifoners; in which en-
quiry I was accompanied by Mr. Kirby, the
keeper, and Mr. Gillefpy, the houfe furgeon;
on the roth of November, '

Durin g
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During Lord George Gordon’s illnefs, the
utmoft precaution was adopted to prevent the
{preading of any infe&tion. Pitch barrels were
daily burnt in the area between the women fe-
lon’s yard and ftate fide court, and likewife
leading up the ftair-cafes: the rooms were well
wafhed, cleancd, and aired, and fprinkled with
vinegar, or a compofition of vinegar and tar 3
and other fumigations were occafionally ufed,
and continued after the death of this noble-
man, and the other gentleman. By thefe
precautions  no diftemper was propagat-
ed from the ftate fide of Newgate, which
was more eafily effected, as the rooms are
comparatively airy and fpacious, with the
ftate fide court between it and the women
felon’s yard.  On vifiting this department, I
found the rooms were clean, and all the win-
dows open, and precautions ‘ufed to preveﬁt
the propagation of infeftion. In the fick
ward, which isa fpacmus room, at the up-
permoft ftory of the prifon, there were fix
women confined to bed by fevers, befides one
female who diedin the preceding night. The
keeper had very humanely, at his own expence,
fupplied many of thefe female convids with
thoes and ftockings, neverthelefs feveral of

| them -
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Add to thele precautions, thofe already re-
commended, refpetting bathing, clothing,
air, and cleanlinefs, and it may be predicted,
that infetious difeafes would not be the dif-
grace of prifons and workhoules.

In the fick ward, the cot-beds may be fo
confirufted, as to let down, either on one
fide, or at the ends, or both, by having the
fides and ends of the cots made to tie, in-
ftead of being fewed together; and were it
defired, at any time, partlcularly in the
winter, to add curtains, bent 1 Irons may be
added at each extremity, to “Traife the cur-
tains, fufficiently high above the cots, to

obviate as much as poffible the contamina-
tion of the air from breathing.

All the frames fhould be numbered, and
the cots, with the bedding belonging to
each, fhould be marked witha correfponding
number, to prevent the furniture from be-
ing ftolen or cut up, praétices too frequent

with the prifoners. -

Vot, IV. Bb ARTICLE. -
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am of opinion, that this rewfonmg and prac-
tice will always be found fo. '
- The tumor of the abdomen lay confi-
derably to: the left fide, and the protube-
rant part of the child could be, diﬁin&ly
felt, particularly a protuberance which
was taken for, and proved to be, the
head of the child in the left groin, and a
lefs one {uppofed to be the knee, on the
oppofite fide above the navel. The wo-
-man fubmitted with great fortitude to the
operation, which Dr. M*Knight began by
an incifion on the left fide, fomewhat above
the navel, and a little beyond the junétion
of the reftus and oblique mufcles, which he-
continued to the pubes, and {o near it as to
divide one of the epigaftric arteries. He
operates boldly, and very foon penetrated
the cavity of a fac, which contained the
waters and feetus; as {foon as the waters were
difcharged, heintrodueedhisfingers, and ex-
tended the opening both upwards and down-
wards, which brought the cheek and one
arm into view ; the arm was taken out, and
by it an attempt was made to extra& the
child, but it proved too large for the open-
ing, and fo found that no part gave way. -
I pre-
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‘clear that none of the cafes which I have
treated in the above-mentioned was of this
‘kind, but a hazmorrhage higher up in the in-
teftines.  In cafe of piles the clyfter does not
need to be more than two or three cunces, but
that it ought to be increafed in proportion to
the fuppofed diftance of the feat of the dif-
eafe ; perhaps, fometimes to twenty ounces or
more. In fome cafes it may even be neceffa-
ry to ufe a clyfter-fyringe, by which the fluid
may be propelled with greater force than in
the ordinary way, and therefore be more like-
ly to reach a very diftant part.  Care ought al-
ways to be taken, if pofiible, to prevent the
fpeedy return of the clyfter. It may appear
negligent in me not to have afcertained more
accurately the temperature of the clyﬁ‘crs 3
but it could not well have been done, unlefs I
could have attended theadminiftration of them,
as with us they are generally given by nurfes,
or old women, incapable of ufing a thermome-
‘ter ; but on fome future occafion I fhall pro- 3
bably do it. As I have hitherto difcovered no
inconvenience from their coldnefs, I thould not
hefitate in very urgent cafes, and in warm wea-
. ther to employ means for reducing the heat
below the temperature of the atmofphere;

y&t
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‘yet it is probable that in fome conftitutions
fuch a degree of cold might induce cholic. Cold
medicines and drink have undoubtedly confi-
derable effect in f{upprefling hemorrhages of
the ftomach, and I conceive that in the in-
teftines, unaccuftomed to any thing cold, cold
clyfters muft have more confiderable effe@ ;
and perhaps not only in the part into which
the fluid is injeGed; but it may probably
produce fome effe@ upon a hamorrhage
in the contiguous inteftines, in the fame man-
ner as cold applied to the back or abdomen of
a patient, labouring under uterine hemorrhage,
will frequently fupprefs the difcharge; yet
not fo effectually as when it comes into con-
ta& with the extremities of the bleeding vef-
fels. Some perhaps may afcribe the whole ef-
fe& to the coldnefs of the inje@ion, and fup-
pofe that cold water may anfwer as well as the
moft artful impregnation ; this I think is
clearly confuted by the ufe of fyptic applica-
tions, not only to external hemorrhages, but
to thofe of the ftomach and uterus.

It may poflibly be fuppofed that no fatal or
bad confequence would have arifen from the
- hemorrhages which I have been fo folicitous
toreftrain, as thelate Dr. Hunter recommended

Yor. TV. Co _ to
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About the fourth week from his admiffion,
the granulations were healthy ; the inteftinal
difcharges were lefs thin, and fome fmall quan=
- tities came per aaum, which increafed as the
opening in the fcrotum and inteftine became
lefs, and in feven weeks after he was received
into the infirmary, there remained only a- fi=
perficial ulcer, and the whole of the fecal difs
charge paffed by the natural paflage, and'his
cure was completed in the firft week in May.

i - The Do&or faw him when he wrote out this
‘cafe ; there was then only a fmall thickening
on that fide of the fcrotum ; but no appearance
of protruded inteftine ; he thought the tefticle

rather diminithed.

< SRR R

A Cafe of Morbid Retention of Urine, with a De-
Jeription of the Parts difeafed, after Death,
was communicated by the fanme.

THE patient, who was 74 years of age, had
been, for feveral years occafionally, {ubjected
to a retention of urine, but hitherto had receiv-
ed relief from the catheter. On the 23d of
May 1789, he was admitted into the Aberdeen

Vor, IV. Gg Infirmary,



Infirmary.  He had not paffed any urine from
the 1 8th; he had fuffered much pain; his firength
was much exhaufted, and his pulfe was fre- '.

quent and feeble ; there was tenfion about the
region of the pubes, and the abdomen was ge-
nerally diftended ; he had no ftool for four days.
‘The catheter was ufed, and about a quart of
urine came off, but fuddenly ftopt: this did
not appear to relieve him ; ftools were procur-
ed by an enema ; the abdomen was fomented,
and wine was given him. On the next day the ,
fame ' quantity of urine was drawn off, but
without any relief; his firength gradually failed
him, and he died on the 2 sth.

Ten quarts of water were found in the ca-
vity of theabdomen ; the bladder was empty ;
its internal coat ap\pear@d_ to have been inflam-
ed in feveral places, and at the fundus, in the
centre of a livid {pot, a circular hole was difco-
vered, large enough to admit the fulleft fized:
black lead pencil : the proftate gland was dou-
ble its natural fize, and its {ubfiftance was
{chirrous. Dr. Livingfton confiders this ftate of

the proftate gland, to have been the caufe of
this difeafe.

:‘Dr.,
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‘Dr. HUBBARD, of New Haven in Connesi-
cuty, G M. S. in a leiter to Dr. LETTSOM,
Oétober 17th, 1791,

- CoMMUNICATED 2 cafe wherein the appli-
cation of Nettles (Urtica dicecia) to the whole
furface of the body, reftored animation which
‘had been fufpended at leaft an hour; and af-
ter frition and the ufual external ftimulants
* had been ttied in vain. The perfon had been
ftruck by lightning, and the mufcles of one
thigh and leg had been much torn by it. The
" body when found was become quite cold, and
had neither the leaft appearance of life, nor
afforded the fmalleft hope of its reftoration.
The nettles caufed the fkin to rife confiderably,
and in a few minutes afterwards, figns of re=
turning animation appeared.
This fuccefs induced Dr. Hubbard to try
the fame application in paralytic cafes, and in
thefe he has often found it a fuccefsful re=
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The following Cafe from the late Mr. THOMAS

. DENMON LEDWARD, Surgesn of the
Bounty, was communicated by Dr. CLOUGH,
April gth 1792.

O~ Monday 15th of Auguft, 1785, Eliza-
beth Sturges, about 18 years of age, accidental-
ly received a fmall wound in the left temple,
juft above the cheek-bone, with a fickle,
(with very little apparent force) which hung
by its point in the wound, and was extracted
with the greateft difficulty. She fell down
fenfelefs, but foon came to herfelf, and purfued
her ufual employment, until the next after-
noon, when the was feized with a moft fevere
rigor, an excruciating pain in her head, was
giddy, had frequent inclinations to vomit, and
was extremely reftlefs.  She had an exceeding
bad night, and in the morning was delirious ;
in the evening, a furgeon was fent for, the was
then deprived of her {peech, an emphyfemat-
ous tumor occupied the left fide of her head
and neck, clofing the eye on that fide ; the re-
fpiration was interrupted, with ftertor, and
the pulfe intermitted. The pupil of the right

cye was very much chlated her jaw was lock-
v ed,
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ed, her hair bedewed with a cold feat, and
her extremities quite cold. ‘ Lot
On examining the temple a fmall wound
was found, into which a probe was introduced
with the greateft difficulty, and neither frac-
ture nor depreflion could be difcovered ; the
wound did not appear to be above half an
inch in depth. A branch of the temporal
artery was divided, and about five ounces of
blood was taken away: this was all that could
be attempted for her relief, as fhe died in five
or fix minutes after.
On removing the integuments, which were
extremely hardened, and {welled to the thick=
nefs of an inch, it was difcovered that the
point of the fickle had penetrated through the
temporal bone, about half an inch above the
os male, making a fmall hole, (without depref-
fion,) which would fcarcely admita large fized
probe. On removing a piece of the bone it
* was found that the fickle had alfo penetrated
through thedura and pia mater, and hadadvanc-
ed about half an inch into the fubftance of the
brain, which portion was filled with coagu-
lated blood, as were alfo the interftices bes

tween the membranes.

Gg3 March
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Marcé 2 5th 1792. A Ccyé was commzmszed :
" &y Dr. PERFECT, of Lof'of Speech, re=
‘eovered by a’mwmg elettrical é}baré.c ﬁam t&a o
Throat. '

- In the month of Auguf’c laft, a young lady -
of fathion, by a cold contraéted from lying in
a damp bed, loft her voice fo entirely for above
Jour months, that fhe was under the neceflity
of fpeaking always in 2 whifpering tone, and
that fo very low and weak, that it was very
difficult to underftand what fhe uttered, = She
eonfulted many medical people, both in town
and country :—all their remedies proved inef=
fectual.  Finding fhe had been continually
tormented by a flow and conftant fever, I
- prefcribed her four grains of Dr. :}‘amef’s
Powder every night, with a fuline minture in
the courfe of theday. Inafew days the had
loft her fever, but her voice remained in the
fame flate, I next advifed bracing and f’crcngthv
ening medicines ; and ‘that her throat thould
be jleamed witha preparation of berbs, vinegar,
and camphor. 'This being repeated, after a
few days, fhe was enabled to pronounce a mo-
‘nofyllable or two, but not very diftiné, and,

mn
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in a very fhort time after, again loft the power

~ of utterance. Itthen occurred to me, it would
not be impofiible to obtain fome advantage, by
 extraling 4 few eledtrical fparks from her
- throat. I confequently propofed it, ard fhe very
willingly confented to the experiment. The

. firft day of trial fhe underwent the operation
only for fiue minutes; during this fhort period,

_ to the furprize of every one prefent, her voice
inftantly returned : fhe {poke feveral words,
whilft feated on the elctrical chair, diftinét and
with tolerable firmnefs of voice; but, in
about half an hour after again loft her voice.—
The next day a fecond trial was made, and the
was kept on the chair for half an hour, during
which time fparks, which were vivid and
firong, were continually excited from her
throat. During this operation her voice again
returned, and the fpoke plain, and with far
greater eafe, thanon the preceding day, and her
voice continued firm, natural, and articulate,
for the fpace of an hour, and then funk again

" 4o her ufual whifper.  The zbird and fourth
time lafted for an hour ; the laft of which
produced a wonderful effect; indeed fhe retain-
ed her voice perfe@ly the whole evening, went

to bed, and the next morning had the fatisfac-

: Gga4 tion
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tion to find her voice remain unimpa;’ufed,":;ng
her own particular requeft the has been el .
trified two or three times fince, for above fifteen
Of fwenty minutes ata time, and fill eﬁjdyé the
ufe of her voice as well as ever the d1d in hetff:;'~ :

life,

w j

|

A Cafe of Chorea Sancti Viti, with Obfervations
on the Locked Faw, and on the Hydrophobia,

by YOHN ANDREE, M. D. Hertford,
were read November 22d, 1792,

THaE very indifferent fuccefs which is
known to have attended the cuftomary modes
of treating St. Vitus’s Dance, feeming to re-
quire a trial of .fome other remedy, a cafe oc=
curzed, in which I was induced to try the ef-
fe& of white vitriol,

The patient, a girl of 7 years old, and of an

irritable temper, had, without any evident pre-
difpofing caufe, an attack of this difeafe, fo
gradual, that it was in a confirmed ftate when
I firft faw her on the 28th of February, 1789.
Some purges had been given her, but aware of
the ﬁrange effects produced by worms, I

judged |
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judged it neceffary, to prefcribe the following
~ yermifuge, in order to afcertain this point, be-
fore any other methods were taken, Limat.
ftann. gr, xij no¢te & mane fumend. and the .
~ following powder every third morning.

R Pul jallap. g. viij. pulv. zingiber,
- g i :
: No worms however were voided.

March 10th, The fymptoms were more
yiolent,

R Vitr. alb, gr. iij. pulv. aromat. gr. ij.
Conf, rof, q. s. m. f. pil. mane
and nocte fumenda.’

The pills kept the bowels lax, and produced
a gradual amendment till Apri'l the 8th, when
the appetite returning as the {pafmodic affec-
tions grew weaker, her recovery became more
remarkable, and on the 26th, fhe was per-
fecly well, : ;

The cure, I think, cannot but be attribut-
ed ta the white vitriol ; fince no other medi~
cine was adminiftered, except the aromatic

| powder,
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powder, &ec. which were added megg]y ’m&;
a view to prevent naufea or purging. - ‘

The cafe of Locked Faw occum:ed in the
perfon of Ann Donn, a weakly ‘child of 6L
years old, in St. Clement’s Workhoufe, Lon-

don. She had a fmall fleatomatous tumour |

on her chin, which, having {uppurated of it~ |
{elf, was emptied by preflure between my fin-
ger and thumb. The pain occafioped by
{queezing the part induced her to cry out, and
* to contract the mouth on one fide, producing
a diftortion which continued till death. The
organs of deglutition were affe&ed with fpaim,
and the j Jaws became immoveably clofed in the
courfe of afew hours.  The free ufe of opiam

for the firft two days provin g fruitlefs, the now
took the white.vitriol four times a day, in fuc-

ceflive dofes, from 3 grains to 6. By thislat-
ter quantity both the ftomachand bowels were

-flightly affected, and after continuing it a week,
the jaws were {o far capable of {eparation, as to
admitmy finger, and to allow of her fwallow-
ing folid food. Notwithftanding this the gra-
dually {unk and died, without pain or any other
{ymptom,_ but that of weaknefs. My, Moore
junr. of Norfolk-ftreet, attended this patient
with me, and, I think, fuggef’ced thc ufe of
the white vitriol,

In‘
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- In the bydrophobia, that fatal and terrible
difeafe, for which we are, as yet, in poffeffion
of no remedy, I am inclined, from what hap-
pened in the following cafe, of a fimilar affec-
tion, froma different caufe, to recommend the
application of extremely cold fluids to the
head, neck and adfacent parts, Equal por-
tions of falt ammoniac and nitre applied, in the
a& of folution, beft anfwer this end, and by
way of abating irritability, fome good might
arife from keeping the patient immerfed, for
a fufficient length of time, in the cold bath.*
~ The cafe I allude to, was that of a man whom
I attended with Mr. Toplis, apothecary, in
Drury-Lane; and who, from an accidental
 wound in the leg, occafioned by getting
through a window, was feized with Hydro-
phobia, attended with fpafms of the mufcles
of the head, arms, neck, breaft and throat,
and a complete inability of f{wallowing, of
which he died. He had, of his own {uggef-
- tion, defired the repeated application of cold
wet cloths to his head, neck, &c. a procefs, to

# Cold bathing is recommended by Hippocrates for the
Tetanus and other {pafmedic diforders. '

the
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the palliative effe@s of which, I'was myfelfa
witnefs. The patient, whofe {ymptoms did
not occur till about fix weeks after the acci~
dent, (the period at which the hydrophobia
arifing from the bite of mad animals ufually.
appears) had never been bltten, nor experi-
enced any accident, to which fuch confe-
quences could be attributed, except the wound
in the leg, which was nearly healed at the time
of the attack.
~ The aerophobia, a fymptom mentioned by
a French author, as having occurred in fome
cafes of hydrophobia, I had once an oppor-
tun‘ity of feeing, in a blackfmith who had been
bitten on the finger. He was fo extremely
irritable, that the air coming in on openir‘lg‘
the chamber door, increafed the fpafms, which
affe@ed the body univerfally. 'This man died,
exhaufted by the difeafe, and was the third in-
flance of hydrophobia which I had feen, and
which had occurred fix weeks after the bite.
None of thefe patients became delirious.

The practice of excifion, as & preventive,
is thought to be the only fecure method of
treating thefe accidents; yet there is a rifk of
the whole not being removeable by the knife,
owing to the dcpth or dirc&ion of the wound ;

and
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and for this reafon, I am inclined to prefer the
-actual cautery, as recommended by Galen.
The pain of this operation is fo much lefs than
mightbe fuppofed, that a gentleman’s footboy,
who underwent the operation on two of his
fingers, by my advice, faid he would undergo
it again for fixpence; and I have been aflured
by a friend of mine, who cauterized a wound
~on his own finger, that the pain is very bear-

able. Thefe fa&s feem to fpeak ftrongly in
favour of this modeof treatment, and I hope
will encourage thofe unfortunate perfons who
have been expofed to this fort of danger, toagree
to the .immediate performance of it, as the
moft likely method of preventing fatal confe-
quences. It is fcarcely neceffary toadd, that,
in employing the hot iron, every part of the
wound fhould be thoroughly and effectually
cauterized.

Extralt
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Extraétof o letter from Dr. :fOHN WﬂRREN
of Bofton, to Dr. LETTSOM, dated May
3oth 1790.

Tz influenza, well known in Europe, per-
vaded the wholeof the United States of Ameri-
ca, in the courfe of thelaft autumn ; the fymp-
toms with which it was attended, were much
the fame with thofe defcribed by Dr. Fothergill
in his works, and by Dr. Hamilton in his letter
to you, contained in the Memoirs of the Me-
dical Society of London, as attendant on the
epidemic of 1782 ; and with us fimilar me-
thods of treatment, with thofe therein re-
commended, were generally found fuccefsful.
It prevailed here in November and December ;
at Georgia, the moft fouthern ftate in the uni-
on, in September ; and in the Britifh Govern-
ment of Nova Scotia, in December.,

The prefent {pring with us has been re-
markable for an epidemic almoft as univer-
fally prevalent, as that in the autumn; the
fymptoms, however, were widely different,
fo'far at leaft as they have fallen under my own
obfervation, - In the latter, the affe@ion was
almoft entirely confined to Schneider’s mem-

bran€ ;
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- brane; infomuch, that although the fame
difeafe has frequently made its appearance in
this country before, yet, from its afluming the
form of a catarrhal fever, it has never been
noticed under any other denomination. In-
the former, this membrane was feldom difeaf-
ed : the attack was for the moft part fudden
- and violent, generally without any cough at
this period ; without coryza, and without -
thofe pungent pains, fo remarkable in the in-
fluenza,  about the frontal finufes. Ido not
recollect feeing a fingle inftance of that fenfe
of firiGure in the antrasHighmoriana, which
in many cafes attended patients in the autumn.
The predominant complaint at the feizure,
was violent pain in the back and limbs, fome-
times with head-ach, often however without,
and rarely ! preceded by very fevere rigor.
The pulfe frequent, feldom full, fometimes
indeed hard, and attended with peripneumonic
affe@ions. The tongue oftener dry, than in
the former epidemic, but, like that, covered
with very little {aburra. :

In this ftage an emetic generally removed
all the complaints in thirty-fix or forty-cight
hours, except the debility ; this continued

with lofs of appetite, frequently for feveral
days
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days aftérwards,  Small dofes c)i;"g émetic tafa
tar, combined with an opiate preparation,
were fometimes neceffary to determine to the
fkin, promote expetoration, and relieve a
flight cough with which fome were afflicted.
Thofe who did not take the emetic in the be«
* ginning, were not fo completely relieved by it
afterwards, and the cure was often protracted
to the term of two or three weeks. In no dif-
eafe do I recollet ever to have met with fuch
immediate and fenfible fuccefs from medicines
of this clafs, as in that which I am defcribing,
and this I may remark was by.no means in
proportion to the quantity of matter evacuated
from the ftomach, for the relief was as com-
plete, when little or nothing was difcharged
but the fubftances juft taken down, as when
large quantities of bile were ejected.

The efficacy of the emetic feems to have
depended upon the relaxation of the cutancous
veflels, confequent on the naufea which it
excited, and upon the force of reaction in the
alt of vomiting, produced by the contra&ion
of the diaphragm and of the abdominal muf-
cles. The facility with which the fevere pains
of the breaft, and the ftitches in the fide ex-
perienced by fome, yielded to this remedy,

- ' feems,
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‘thenice it is faid fo have proceeded down Coz-
 neflicut river, dnd to have bent its courfe hi- -
ther ; after which we heardiof it at Portfmouth;
fixty miles eaftward, before it appeared at
Selem, which is forty miles on this fide the ca-
pital of New Hampthire. At New-York as far
as I can learn; its appearance was fomewhat
later than here, and our beloved Prefident
Wathington is but now on the recovery froma -
very fevere and dangerous attack of it, m'
that city. :

From all accounts thch I have been able
to colle&, bleeding was fometimes,  though
feldom, had recourfe to: bliftering very coms
monly, and almoft umform]:y’ with fuccefs, ef-
pecially in cafes where the difeafe affumied: thé
form, .as it was often obferved to do, of a-
rheumatic affeGtion.

Whether this is a variety ‘of influenza, or
a new difeafe with us, I am at a lofs to deter=
mine.  The firft ftage of it appears very dif-
fimilar, but the Iaft approaches nearer toa .
likenefs. I have not met with any account
of it under this form, and can fcarcely be-
lieve that the difference of feafon is fuffici-
ent to explain the variation of fymptoms ; nor,
fofar as I can learn, are there any inftancesre-

e COrded
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