











 INTRODUCTION. i
So far as ﬁEALTH and tCONDITI(‘SN’;}’#_&fB
preferable to diﬁaaﬁ, fo much the mp_re/de-ﬁ#
rable muft PREVENTION ever prove to the
necefsity of cure. The purport of the pre-
fent undertaking will, therefore, be found
appertain‘iﬁg muvch ‘more to fuch parts of.
- ftabularian difeipline,‘_ as’ come under the
diﬁir‘?&ion of NOoVELTY, and not trea‘ged on
in a direct way, than atall applicable to the
inveftigation or cure of 'difeafe ; unlefs in
occafional allufions or mediéal references
evidlent]y.branching from the fubjeét, and
tending to corroborate and improve the in-
tentional unifor\mity of the whole: it be-
ing the predominant with of the Wri'ter, to
render this publication {fuch kind of colla-
teral appendage to THE S’l_‘A-BLE DIRrEC-
TORY, as’ may conftitute in both, a coms
plete ch_ain of ufeful and enteftaining in-
ftrution for the improvement of the fpe-
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2 - BREEDILENG A
to be confidered . the delufive effect of fpe-
culatwe lumlnatlom but the refult of long-
pex{onal exPenence and attentive obfervation
among horfes in my own poflefsion, from -
brood mares and colts to every defcnptlon,
whether for the Zurf, Field, Road, or Dr. ajt e
Although fome of the fubje&s upon whwh
we proceed to treat, may have been {flightly
mentioned by: writers who have gohe before
us, it is- generally, kngwn to have been in
{o fuperficial and unconne&ed a way, that
little information or inftruion could be
at all gleaned from their endeavours ; a few
. loofe hints upon each having been digref-
fively obtruded, or indifcriminately intro-
- duced, amidft topics to which they did not
~ bear the leaft allufion, and from whence con-
clufions of ‘the fmalleft utility could never
be drawn. :
Thefe errors it has been the prihcipal de-
fign to correét, by reducing to diflinet heads,
all fuch obfervations and remarks as confii-
tute the body of the work, and are intended
as incentives to general improvement upon
the great varicty of fubjefts we fhall en-
5 : : . deavour
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deavour to contract into ‘one 'r'"egular and uni-
JSorm point of view, with as little réference
to, or animadverfion upon others, as the !
nature of fuch publication will admit. ~

So much has been faid upon the origin,
'ﬁweﬁxga’uon, and cure of difeafe, in our for-
mer volume of The Stable Directory, that
we thall advert as little as pofsible to medi-
cal confiderations, unlefs where, from new

occafions or recent . ﬂlfcoveues, they be-
‘come intimately and ‘unavoidably conneéted
with the fubjeét under difcufsion, as will
probably prove the cafe with fome few
‘heads, before we arrive at the goal of our
undertaking. | 7

BreEDING, though a fubje& of palpable
importance to.the improvement of this moft
ufeful animal, feems to have received lefs
afsiftance from ' literary exertion than any
other that has ever attracted the time or
attention of thofe naturalifts, who have in
other refpects contributed lirgely to the
advantage and entertainment of the public,
This affertion, generally confidered, has one
firiking exéeption in the peculiar and con-

B2 ftantly
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f’tantly mcreaﬁng cxrcumfpeéhon, to im-
pmve (if ‘pofsible) what abfolutely appears
o have already reached the very fummit of
perfeétion : it will be readily conceived 1
allude to the almoft incredible care and at.
tention beftowed upon the breed and ma-
nagement of our bleod horfes for the turf,
at this moment efteemed equal (if not fupe-
tior) in f])eea’ bottom, and difcipline to any
other in the known world, particularly fince
the fathionable 1age for Arabzans has fo
gr adually declined. ]

. Perfonal emulation amongft fome of the
firft characters in the three kingdoms for
ncar a century paft (with the moft unre-
mitting perfeverance and praétical experi-
ence of the {ubordinate claffes, upon the ad-
- vantageous crofies in blood, bone, fhape, make,
and flrength) has rendered NEWMARKET
not only the firft feat of Equefirian cele-
brity, but to a breeder and Jportfman, one of
the moft enchanting fcenes the univerfe has
to produce. This part of the fpecies hav-
ing, -under fuch accumulated power and in-
duftry, attained the very pinnacle of pre-
eminence, nothing can be introduced to

breeders
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breeders of fuch nice diftinétion, that iwil,l
pofsibly add weight, or give force to fo com-
plete a fyftem of unfullied perfection ‘:_;‘fAs,
it is, however, generally admitted this {yfte-
matic knowledge is by no means univerfal,
{uch ufeful remarks and appertaining ob-
fervations will be occafionally introduced
under this head, ‘as will afford ufeful intel-
ligence or inftruétion to thofe who have
commenced. breeders, without adverting to
the qualifications. or _advantages abfolutely -
requifite for the fuccefsful management of
a breeding ftud. |

Taking leave for the prefent of blood,
pedigree, and faflion, we advert to the very
capital breed of real Englith hunters, and
beautiful draft or carriage horfes, for which
the counties of York, Leicefier, Lincoln, and
Northampton are {o defervedly famous; they
are certainly entitled to take the lead of
every other county in the kingdom, not
more in the care and fuperiority of their
breed, than the confiftency of their pro-
ceedings to improve ‘it.  This preference,
o generally known and univerfally admitted,
will create no furprife when we recolleét

B 3 how
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how admirably gtfted by nature thofe coun-
ties are with requifite advantages, that other
parts of England have not to boaft; nor can
thgfy,, from locality of fituation, ever obtain..

_ Situate as the inhabitants are for thefe cons
veniences, they have confequently dedicated
more time and attention to the im?rovenien-t
of the fpecies in general, for the purpofes
~ of emolument, than the natives of moft
other counties, wh~e>1:e;t11~e-@;tﬁtvcmpt (however
judicioufly made) becomes, in fome degree
abortive, not only in tefpeét to the decep- -
tive expectation of profit, but a certain de-
generacy from {uch /heterogeneous unions (f
I may be allowed the exprefsion) as will
- be hereafter more clearly explained. :

Cuftoms and opinions upon this fubjeét
are both local and. numerous, notwithfta‘nd.— .
ing which they are frequently fubfervient to
exigence of circumftances, and become pro-

 duélive of a propagation calculated for little

more than a Confumption of food, without
a fingle prominent or diftinguithing mark of
blood, firength, or utility.

There
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There are many fubftantial reafons to be
adduced, why*ﬁae breeders of the northiern
counties excer -all other parts of Engla,pd,
- in the confiflency, firength, fafhion, and Sym=
metry of their ftock ; for, exclufive of their
natural advantages’ ‘of the moft Juxuriant
pafture and temperate climate for fuch pur-
pofe, they are rigidly attentive tg every
component minutie of the whole ; not only
to the thape, make; bone, firength, and uni-
formity of both”**’fm and dam, but likewife -
to hereditary defeéts, blemnihes, and defor-
mities, rejeéting every probability of fiain or
injury, divefted of the paltry penurious con- .
fiderations by which the conduét of many
are regulated, who have been breeding all
their lives, w1thout the fatlsfaéhan of having
ever once had a horfe or mare of ﬁcrme,
fathion, or value in their poffefsion.

This is a faét {o clearly eftablifhed, it will
come home to the remembrance of every
reader, when taking a mental furvey of his
rural neighbours, amongft whom he will
perfeétly recolleét fome one or more fo invin-
cibly attached to the merits of a blind flal- -
lion, or the virtues of his own Jpider-legged
‘ B4 mare,
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-mare, that, deftitute of judgment and deaf
“to remonftrance, he ranks in (zn wmagination)
 the produce  a prodigy even ‘in embryo, and
proceeds regularly, year after year, increafing
the number, withouta ﬁugle addxtlon to the
‘improvement of the fpec;es,

Thefg are the kind of kypbthetical breeders,
(and great plenty there are) who calcu-
late doubly in error, by calculating upon
profit, without a fingle contingent refletion
upon lofs ; ridiculoufly fuppofing a mare in
foal, or after dehvery, can fupport her own
~frame, and that of her offspring, upon lefs
Jfood than any other horfe or mare in conftant
work ; and begin breeding under an idea that
it will be attended with little or no expence.
Thus totally inadequate (or indifferent) to the
generating of flofh, blood, and bone by the ef-
fect of nutrition, they penurioufly and inhu-
manly adopt a kind of temporary poverty, and
after a year or two of artificial famine feem
greatly furprifed, that gir and ezercife alone
haye not produced a colt, or filly, of equal
Jize, firength, and perfection, with thofe who
have omitted no one expence or neceflary
acquifition, that could in the leaft contribute

A to
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to the formation of points fo very defirable,
in objecs of fuch tedious expetation, and
no.-l'ittfle?anxiéty,_ before their merits or de-
ficiencies could be at all fatisfaétorily afcer-
tained. To avoid the accufation or even
fufpicion of intentional repetition, the unin-
formed reader'is referred for an inveftiga-
tion of nutriment, its procefs and effects, to
Vol I. of the StaBLeE DirEcrToRry, under
the article of feeding, furfeit, and mange,
where he may collect every information he
can pofsibly réquire upon the fubject.

Thofe who fucceed beft, and render the
bufinefs of breeding a matter of emolument,
are evidently gentlemen, graziers, or Sfarmers,
who adhere clofely to the plan of producing
a diftinét ftock for either the tm;f’,\ Sfield, or
draft, by adirect {yftematic union of the re-
~ quifite qualifications in both fire and dam,
~ without falling into the erroneous opinion
of forming an excellent hunter from a blood
horfe and cart mare 5 with fimilar changes
eternally ringing by thofe who fall into the
egregious miftake, of expeéting that an equal
partition of qualities, from both firé¢ and
dam, will be fo critically blended, as to

conftitute
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@ﬁﬁﬁitute a meémm’émtt@r ‘between both,
when every judicious obferver will- bé ena-
bled to. corroborate the opinion, that the
event frsguentiy proves the error, andde-
monftrates a palpable »deg@n@lacy from even
the worjf of the two. b

ST T

hefe are the kinds of conneéhon I have'
before termed heterogeneous, upon expen-
mental conviétion, in {uch propagation ; the
patural fluggithnefs and ina@ivity of the old
Englith draft horfe, whetherit be in fire or
dam, generally predominates in the off-
fpring, conftituting an object of difappoint-
ment where fo much improvement was ex-
peéted by the crofs. I believe (without ad-
verting to memory) that in a numbersof
yeats paft, I may boldly vénture to affirm, T
could number at leaft twenty within the ex~
tenfive circle of my own acquaintance, who, -
full of exl)e&dti011, and certain of fuceefs,
(in oppofition to every perfuafion) po’ﬁtivelji
believed ' they fhould produce firong bo-
ney hunters of ﬁvme, tathion, {peed, and
ftrength in this way, when TimE, the ex-
poﬁtor of all doubts, has at length reduced
" the conjecture to a certainty: and after wait-

ng
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ing four or five years for the fruit of their
expectation to attain perfedtion, the prodigy
has been unavoidably doomed to the drudgery
of a butcher’s tray, or the market cart of
fome xnduferongmdllanlc. o e
To  this defcription of breeders, who are
continually promoting the propagation of
‘the fpecies, without a fingle confiftent idea,
or relative confideration to the neceflary re-
quifites of country and keep, or quali fica-
tions of fire and dam, (with an additional
‘prepoflefsion in favour of certain ridiculous
croffes) are we indebt‘e§ for the infinity of
horfes ‘annually produced in almoft every
(improper) part of the kingdom, that from
want of thape, make, bone, fize, and {trength
are of no proportional value to the expenfe
they have occafioned ; they can pafs under
no diftin& denomination, are applicable to
no particular purpofe; but become an expen-
five burden to the owners, who, too fre=
quently fond of their own produétion, fix an
imaginary value upon their imperfections, and
. vear after year permit them to confume food

and fodder that might evidently be appro-
: priated
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pnazted to fervices 0k @gch «rreater pulghc
unluy and pm«\me emol‘ument :

‘m(

g To the, conﬁant 1ncrea£mf bﬁrfes t,hat die.
of little er mo value, may be attributed, in a
collateral ,gi_%ree, ;the,alarmmg a_dvance in
almoft every neceffary of life where the in-
digent and necefsitous are moftly interefted
without exception : but as the introduétion
 of minute calculations to:demonftrate the
fact, would be digrefsing from the {ubject -
before us, I fhall only refer the attention of
the curious recader for a moment, to a com-"
parative reflection upon the incredible con-
{fumption of paftura%e in fummer, and corn
with hay in winter, that might through other
channels be much 'more’adap,t,éd to the p'r,.o\'f
motion of a general good.. ;

After the remarks  hitherto  introduced
upen the inconfiftency and very fafhionable
abfurdity, of even attempting to breed horfes
in fuch parts of the kingdom asjare but 1ll
adapted to the purpofe, whether from the
hilly ftate of the.country, the infertility of
the foil, want of luxuriance in the pafture
or many other Concomltal t obﬁacles, (totally

unat-
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um*tﬁénded to bﬁ"j he parties: concernedf)?%'
becomes perfeéﬂy apphcab‘i‘ea;s to revert once
mbre* to the frequent and inconfiderate prac-
tice of uniting horfes and mares, with ‘every
joint hereditary blemith or defect that can
render the offspring “unpromifi ‘ﬁg, without
a fingle perfection, or encouraging ray of
expectation, to conftitute a junction of
points, pofsibly tending in the leaft'to form
a produce even tolerably adequate to the par-
ticular purpafe for which it miay be intended,
“when at a proper age it is brought into
ufe.  Such breeders feldom pay the leaft at-
tentlon to merits, tempers, vices, con /iztutzonal
blemifhes, or hereditary defects of either fire
or dam ; the grand and leading objeét is
to obtain a horfe or mare of their < own
breed ;” in that happy thought alone is to
eonfift their Perfeéhon, and in fuch' ex-
panded idea is burled every _]uﬁ or relative
confideration,

Predominent reafons are by no means
wanting to elucidate this ftrange and invin-
cible infatuation’; for penury in fome, abfo-
lute inadvertency in others, and palpable
indolence in the remaining clafs, affeét the

: annual
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| amaual increafe to a cer
accountable pmﬁﬁdzo& that pr
commence breeders, w1thout« s conﬁﬁ:ent
' quahﬁcatwn*ln horfe or mare, “influences
them alfo to referve a colt of fuch breed to
perform the office of STarrioN; in the
vicinity of ‘their own refidence, that the
‘abfurdity began by themfelves may be per-
fevered in by others : this prodigy, with all
his imperfections, is pernntted to cover gra-
tis, or for a trifling pecuniary confideration
to the fervant, (as a complete gratification
of  the owner’s ambition in breeding) and
proving alocal convenience, is readily em-
braced by the inactive claffes before defcribed,
while others of more prudence, fpirit, emula-
tion, or confiftency of conduét, will rather
fend a_mare fifty miles, and encounter
any confequent expence to obtain a horfe
whofe thape, make, bone, ftrength, and
- action are calculated to correfpond with the
dam, promifing to produce a colt or filly,
_adequate in figure and value to the purpofe
originally intended. : ‘

& the fame un-

- Notwithftanding thefe neceffary precau-
txons, the long ﬁandmg adage of their . be-

ing -
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i 'h@iﬁi 4n -exception,” s
‘ nes verif ~and this-even in the
-ﬁxﬁ Maod ﬁuds in the kmgdom, where the
firicteft attention ,mg, every confonant point
“is-fo rigidly perfevered in, that the leaft de-
viation from fymmetry, fpeed, and perfection
could hardly be believed, did not the refult
fo cleariy demonfirate the frequency of the
fact, . i ; :

- f;Extraording,ary";as fuch circumftance may*
appear, it is certainly true that many of the
moft capital runners, when they have become
fallions, feldom or ever begot a winner,
though the mares have been felected with
the greateft caresas objects of equal perfec-
tion. Thefe remain among the abfirufe re-
cefies o’f nature, that will, perhaps, ever
continue unexplained ; we may therefore
paticntly adept a fuppofition as a {ubftitute
for difcovery, prefuming, ¢ fo far fhall ye
80, and no farther,” is all that can be ad-
vanced in elucidation of fueh a fubjeét. .

In  corroboration of this . well-authen-
ticated affertion,  great numbers might be
particularized of the prefent day, where the

. progeny
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~almoft e;ze,,ry

the rapid. fuc-

cefsion of one cap1tal hm‘£¢ upon another,

(feafon after feafon) would render the names

of fuch as might now be mentioned, a matter

of oblivion to future readers, and prove to

' them little or nothing of an opinion we

with to eftablith beyond the power of con-
tradiction.

‘progeny have degenerat
point from fire and dam ;

-« So much chance appeltams to the aé't of
breeding for the Turf, that one lucky get
very frequently confiitutes a STALLION of
Fasuion, to which the raoe of future {ea-
fons becomes mcredLbly {ubfervient ; innu-
merable inftances might be quoted in proof
of this fporting credulity, but we will con-
tra& the number to fuch only as are too

eminent in their ftock ever to be forgotten,
fo long as the pedigrces of ¢ great, great,
great, great, great grand dams and grand-
fires” fhall be tranfmitted to pofterity. =

It is now within the memory of . hun-
dreds upon the turf, that old Mark (a moft
capital runner of his time) covered in Wind-
{or Foreft and 1its ‘neivhbourhodd“' a very
great number of mares’ fo low asthalf »a

guinea
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‘cations ftanding: therefme not ~on1y incon-
‘troverted, but in poflefsion of general ac-
qulefeence, to t/zofe pages the juvenile. or
inexperienced inquirer is referred for any
additional information he may with to ob-
tain ; this reference being g juftified only upon
the natural prefumption, that there will
be very few purchafers of the prefent work,
but what are holders of the firft Volume of
.the Stable Directory likewife.

Having there fo extenfively fthewn what
are the requifites defirable to obtain, we now
proceed to explain what the defeéts are moft
neceffary to be difcove;'ed in either fire or
dam, that the pofsible retention of heredi-
tary taints, defects, or deformities, may; be the
better avoided ; for although it remains, and
in all probability ever will, a matter of am-
biguity why an unblemithed horfe and mare
may -produce‘a,colt or filly full of difeafe or
deformity, it by no means follows that a dif-
eafed or deformed fire or dam are -equally -
likely to. produce a progeny of perfeétion.
This being unequivocally admitted, (as by
every impartial inveftigator of nature it cer-
tainly muft be) it will undoubtedly prove

Noag a1, D an,
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an act of canﬁﬁency to evade fo palpab}efap
chance of dlfappmntment by forming an
union of propriety apparently caleul:
(from every external appearance) to tranfmlt
{uch original purity to their produce.

_ To effeét this, the mare having been ob-
tained corréfponding in fize, frame, bone,
and firength, with the with of the breeder,
~ and found upon accurate examination to be
- perfectly free from the blemithes and defects
fo frequently mentioned, the choice of a
. flallion becomes the object of ferious atten~
tion ; 1n him fhould be accumulated all the
points and good qualities it is pofsible for a
fingle object to poflefs, upon a proof exceed-~
ing all {peculation, (and this every obfervant

naturalift will allow) that the produce, whe-
ther male or female, much more frequently
acquires and retains the thape, make, marks,
and difpofition of the fire than the dam ; and

| although fuch affertion may net obtain im-
' ~ned1atc credit with many, yet rigid obferva-
‘tion has long fince demonftrated the faét,
and juftifies the great confiftency of rejeéting .
- flallions with the leaft ﬂppearanée of difeafe,
inemxﬂl or bodily defect,indicating even the
; ﬂxghtelt
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hteft probability of tranfmifsion to the

Sdppoﬁng a newhbouung jz’allzon, and
- fuch there generally is in every part of the
merdom, to have great recommendation in
his. fav‘our, as to the matter of common in-
‘quiry and fathionable ﬁgure, itis fill ne-
ceffary to defcend to the minutiz of fym-
metry in head, neck, fhoulder, forehand, ribs,
back, loins, joints, and paflerns, attending to
a fri@ uniformity in the fhape, make, and
texture of the very hoofs, and were it pofsible
(which in almoft every cafe it certainly is
not) even to afcertain the temper and difpo-
fition of both fire 'and dam, rather than be
acceffary to a procreatlon of vices or imper-
feétions, that by a more judicious eleéhon
may be fo eaﬁ]y avmded sl

' 'Af't“gi’r all tha‘t can pofsibly be written
(and if it were probable THAT ALL could
be univerfally read) upon this fubject, every
reader poﬁefsmg the power of frec agency
has fiill the privilege to reject any opinion
not perfeétly coincident with the plan he

may have adopted, and to enjoy the uncon-
DL : txollod



' trolled right of perfevermg in his own de=
cifion ; but prefuming on the tafk I hﬁ@uﬁ& :
dertaken, I confmenhoﬁgﬂy recommend a
properexamination to difcoverthe ftate of the
wind, fpavins, curbs, tendency to crack§ or
greafe, bad conformation of the feet, as corns,
thruth, or long and narrow heeled hoofs,
either of -all which would furmth fufficient
foundation to prejudice me againft himas a
Jire, however well I might be pleafed with
his ether moft promifing perfeétions.

‘Thefe cafual blemifhes or hereditary de-
feéts being carefully avoided, we come to an
inquiry of much greater confequence, the in-
attention to which has been productive*of
more difappointment and vexation to the
before-defcribed clafs of unthinking breeders,
than perhaps any other part of their incon-
fiftency. Oppofite opinions will always be the
{fupport of two diftinét clafles, the right and

the wrong ; for while one party afferts (from
experience and obfervation) the great ha-
zard and certain danger of breeding from a
blind jiallion, the other, from innate obfti-
nacy or affe¢ted fuperiority of penetration,
is determined to encounter fuch indifcretion

i rTpon
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; upon the heronc baﬁs af & _the more danger
the more honour,” and in the event repen-
tant;y difcover the want of knowledge and
prudence in themfelves they fo exultingly
prefume to arraign in doubting the judgment
of others. ,

“The introduction of new opinions as mere
-matter of ﬁ)cczzl(ztzon 18 a communication of
juft as much as amounts to nothing ; fuch
conjectures, without the thew of reafon to
eftablith an apparent difcovery of the proof,
would be gaining no ground in the eftimation
‘of public opinion, nor laying any juft claim
to credit for the refponfibility of our affer-
tions. Luckily, however, for the fupport of
the fubject before us, accumulated proofs are
by no means wanting even (within the pale
of my own perfonal experience and convic-
tion) to counteraét oppofite opinions, whe-
ther imbibed from PlejudICC, obﬁmacy, or
ignorance.

Adverting again to what I fo lately admit-
ted, the pofsibility of found fires and mares pro-
ducmg a defective progeny; and vice ver/a,
that blind flallions may fometimes get colts
' o - g - with
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w;th good eyes ; yet the ehance, or rather
1mprudence, of breeding from fuch hagl much
“better be avoided ; as thc mcontmveruble
ev:dence I {hall introduce, ‘upon the fol}y of
' embalkmg in fuch an expﬁdltmn, (where the
odds are entirely againt the adventurer, with-
out a fingle point in his favour) muft prove
exactly fimilar to playing at hazard with
Jalfe dice, where you may eter nally 1ofe, but
never can rife a winner.

It 1s likely thefe confiderations mziy want
proper weight with thofe who {fupply a con-
temptuous {mile of difbelief at the very idea
of tranfmitting hereditary blemithes or defeéts
from fire to fon, as the refult of cynical op-
pofition to the more rational {yftem they
adopt of annually breeding under every pof-
fible difadv antage, fin conﬁ1mat10n of their
inexperience : I fhall therefore recommend to
their incredulity a few inftances, confirming
as facts what may have been hitherto confi-
dered matters of doubt, without the leaf}
criterion for weneral decifion.

T he firft opportumty I coutd _avail myfelf \
of to juftity or render nugatory.my opinion of
the

.



the 1mproprlety and danger of breedmg from
orfes of this defcuptlon, was in the year
717‘73 or 1774, when a great number of
mares in that nelghbnurhood had beén co-
vexed by a very popular « blind fallion,” (for
eﬁly the appellation under which -
:d) of the Hon. T. King’s, near
y, in Surrey, whofe pedigree, fhape,
make, figure, and quahﬁcatlona, were fo-
~ effectually fafcinating with the multitude,
that the want of eyes did not feem at all to
~ ampede the daﬂy progrefs of his procreation.
The infection of fathion was then (and ever
~will be) as predominant as at prefent ; for the
flaves to that gew-gaw continued to bring
their mares in ‘unremitting rotation, and
never difcovered their own wanf of fight, or
common comprehenfion, till the third or
fourth year, when the major part of the

produce became as blind as the fire. 3

Still anxious to afcertain to fome flate of
certainty, an objeé of fo much confequence
(not only to the fporting people, but the
~ world at large) as the hereditary tranfmifsion

of this defec, 1 'was ‘conﬂantly upon the
: Watch to enlalge my inquiries to fome de-
B D 4 . gree




greeA of fatisfaction; I remained, however,
without any thing perfeétly conclufive till

the fpring of the year 1780, when a grey

horfe called Jerry Sneak, (that had proved a
tolerable runner, in the poffefsmn wof Lorp
SPENCER HAMILTON) coming into' m

hands upon very eafy terms Juﬁ a
were failing, I covered a few mas

with him in the neighbourhood of xlﬂ'nmley,

near Bag/hot, which having made memo-
randum of, with a defign to purchafe any of
the produce that appeared tolerably promif-
ing, and making my excurfion through the
different parifhes to obtain from the parties
the neceffary information, I found in the
JSourth year many of the produce totaily blind,

~and the rentainder nearly fo without excep-
tion.

Facts (it is univerfally admitted) are ftub-

born things, and to the eftablithment of
~ this fact 1 have been anxioufly labouring
as to the acquifition of individual emolu-
ment, though I have ever confidered it a
promotion of general good, in which the com-
munity is {fo much interefted, that it would

be an abfolute want of philanthropy to con-

ceal



ceﬁl whatever could in 'the leaft ;te;id“ to““'im
additwnal dlfcovery upon the fubjeé}

It is not’ he purport of the prefent work

con’camed n the /emen of animals, founding
upon fuch inquiry a' thoufand coqyc‘tures
 refpeéting this abftrufe procefs of nature,
that may very much perplex the mind, but
can neither tend to entertain or improve the
judgment. :

Of as little confequence or advantage it
muft certainly prove, to attempt any exaét
decifion by what nice and undifcovered ope-
ration in the animal {yftem, a horfe is ren-
dered firft partially, then totally blind by too
frequent or hard racing; as well as the very
common occurrence of a ftallion’s becoming
equally fo by too conftant and repeated cover-
ing, though the aét itfelf is a fpontaneous
eﬁ'mt of ﬁature ;

However
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- However difficult it 1 1ay be to furxguh an
opinion apphcable to every idea, 1. believe
- with the {cientific mveﬁ:;gator there need be
little feruple to ‘hazard a pfofefsmnal- defcmp-
tlon, by what means fo fGI‘IOUSy;_j' "
in the frame is effeéted ; for the b
~the very bafis of the nervous Ay
the nerves the acknowledged fear
: plm/uze, any exquifite or preternatup _
treme in either may be productive: of gleat
debilitation, and the optic nerves being neareft
 the pr igin, may become niore fenﬁbly affec- -
ted in a paralytic or fome other degree, than
any ﬁibfequent part, and the fight gradually
decline from a partial vifion to total blindnefss

For the honor of human nature, I can
but moft earnefily with the applicable intro-
duction of thefe remarks may induce the par~"
ties interefted in the event, to be in future
a little lefs firenuous-in their different exer-

tions, whether for credit or emolument; the

firft, never to diftrefs one of the nobleft anis
mals on earth, by thofe frequent and fevere
runnings that evidently exhauftnature tof: uch .
a ftate of mortification; or the latter, in the
tluly contemptible method of lettuw a horfe -

~

2 e CO\ (&5



: qver fuch an mﬁmty of mares, as not un-
commonly terminates in the 1rretr1evab1e 4
lofs of his eyes, but the me\ntable lofs of his
reputation alfo, as “ a certain foal—getler,

for the great number of mares covered by

him. w'ﬂz}out produce, brings his charaéter the -

followlan&;& {eafon into difrepute, thould even .
~ the flate of his bodily ftrength, conftitution, |
or chance, prefelw, his eyes from the great
pl,Ob’abl_l}_-tY of annihilation : this remark ap- |
pertaining only to the owners of ftallions who
attend the markets of different towns every
‘day in the week during the whole feafon,
exclufive of the additional portion of bufi-
nefs in their own neighbourhood on the Sun-

day morning.

Of thefe there are fo great a number, and
in their performance fo general a failure, that
it is abfolutely wonderful how fo many can
become dupes to the cuftomary infatuation,
of leading a mare to any market town, to
be ferved by a horfe, who is continually
covering from four or five, or eight or ten
mares in every twenty-four hours durmcr the
~ {feafon; with the additional confideration,

that thefe exira exertions are moft frequently
;] ‘made
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made under the CORRUPT INFLUENCE of
Jfiimulants, provocatives, and cordials adafpted
to the purpofe, and fuppofed to aét with the
fame excitement as cantharides upon the
human body. ' Incredible as it may appear,
to thofe whofe fituation in life has rendered
them little {ubject to difcoveries of this kind,
I have been repeatedly called upon-in my
profefsional department, to difpenfe large

i4 UBIREE

o

quantities of this very article to many of
thofe who travel the country with ftallions,
of fuch denomination; firft obtaining from
them a communication of the ufe it was in-
tended for before they were entrufted with
it, upon an experimental conviétion of its
danger; having in the courfe of my private
medical praétice known one life loft, and
another miraculoufly faved, where it -had
been given under the denomination of love
powder for the unfair gratification of the
worft of purpofes.

Without entering again upon the aét of
generation, the femen, or animalcula con-
tained in it, as before adverted to, can any
intelligent reader, to whofe deliberate atten-
tion thefe pages may become fubjeét, be at

: all
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Aall furprifed, that in fuch a conﬁramed and
}proﬁxtuted ftate of NATURE, fo fcw of hcr
attempts thould be produﬁlve of fuccefs ?

Here we _.m1g.ht be readily induced ‘toA,entcx :
another large field for fcientific d‘ifquiﬁ‘tion :
but as it would evidently extend not only be-
yond the prefent purpofe, but prove « cavier
to the multitude,” our inferior clafs of readers
might.'occgﬁonally exclaim with MunGo in
the PadLock, ¢ What fignify me read, if

”’

me 7o underfiand !
. Avoiding, therefore, the indifference in
general fhewn to remote medical explanation,
and dull anatomical defcriptive, I come
 dire&ly to a queftion founded in reafon, upon
the merits of which the interefted part of
the world will be enabled to decide, at leaft
{o far as cmrefponds with their own opinions
upon the fubjeé. Can it be pofsibly be-
lieved or expeéted (but by the moft illiterate,
~ who, in faé&, poflefs the grofs comforts of lite
only. and never enjoy the fublime gratification
of thinking,) that horfes thus eternally jaded’
and haraflfed, not only with the diurnal
routine of copulation, but the inceflant

fatigue of travelling perpetually, can be at all .
: equal

&
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wet unfavourable fummer and fevere winter
follow) that he never reaches a proper fize
in growth, but dlfplays?i he difadvantage of
}ns carlieft ftate when arrived at maturity.

It is no uncommon thing in different parts
of the country, to obferve mares that have
dropped their foals early, (before there 1s a
blade of grafs for their fupport) ,zplaced ina
rick yard, where, by inceffantly fugging out
a fcanty living, it is ridiculoufly believed
both mare and colt are indulging moft luxu-
rioufly, though the direct contrary is really
the cafe ; hay may undoubtedly, if admi-
niftered in due fupplies, contribute a fuffici-
ency of fupport for the mare, but is not
calculated to yield, even in almoft conftant
maftication, any great nutritious fuperflux
for the {ubfiftence and defirable improve-
ment of the colt. As there is a vety great
difference in the nutritive qualities of food,
fo there 1s a very material difference in the
milk it produces ; indifferent or fparing ali-
ment will certainly produce a thin aqueous
impoverifhed milk, of quality and in quan-
tity to fuftain and barely fubfift nature, but
by no means to give it firength, vigour,

growth,
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| growtlz, or the formatxon of ﬂelh and bone fo
: orenerally deﬁlable» e L

: H'ow‘é‘ver haﬁily fofn‘e par't'\of' the world
may be inclined to decide, (as every obferver
has a right to indulge his own opinion) there’
~can be no doubt but to the inconfiderate
practice of madvertently leavmg mares and
colts to fubfift upon bare lend; or barren
paﬁures, ’for the firft fummer, and a fuccef=
five fcene of poverty in the enfuing winter;
are we in fome degree indebted for a propor-
tion of thofe herfes T have before defcribed,
- as coming under no denomination, applicable
to no particular purpofe, never rifing to any
confiderable worth, and doing fo little credit. -
“to the breeder, that you can never difcover
(if you were fo inclined) from whence they .
- came, after they are once out of his poffef-
dionge

' In this miftaken notion and ridiculous {yf-
- tem of breeding fails every penurious and
mercenary breeder, who, prompted by his
own narrownefs of difpofition, affeéts to be- -
heve, there is little or no difference between .
S illing and feeding, conﬁdermv a run dfter

VOL AL B B e
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the cows as good as a run with them ; that
chaff’ is a much more - profitable and healthy
food than oats, and that an open farm- -yard,
with a crib of barley or oat firaw, during
the fevere froft and {now of a long dreary
winter, are pxeferable to all other accommo-
dations of food and fheltel, as (to make ufe
of his own juftification) they are then in the
moft proper ftate, “ « fate of nature.”
Thefe are the perfuafive motives afsigned alfo
by thofe firenuous advocates. for ~general im-
provement, who barely fubfift their mares
during the tedious months of geftation, un-
der an idea perfeétly coincident with the
principles juft defcribed, that a mare after
having been covered, requires but ¢ Little oy
no keep,” as (with fuch contemptible fpecu-
lators) the act itfelf is ridiculoudly fuppofed
to make the mare fu¢. This is the invariable -
opinion among the lefs enlightened clafs of
ruftics ; and though the aét and its confe-
quence may be juftly faid to make the mare
big, yet the original remark is certainly too
ludicrous for ferious confideration.

After the neceflary introduction of fuch
obfervations as are ewdently connected with,
and
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and branch directly from the fubject, we re-
turn to the time beft adapted by nature and
the feafon to the foaling of the mare. A few
words havmg been already mterpofed upon_/
the inconvenience of dropping her foal 1o
early, fomething confequently appertains to
its falling 100 late ; this fhould never happen
when the year is too far advanced, as the’
produce then has to encounter hourly increaf-
ing difficulties, the.daily declination of the
genial {fun, the decaying ftate of the verdure,
the impending rains, bleak winds, long
nights, foggy days, and the lank weak gr”ds,
form fo ftrong a combination againft im-
plovement (paltlcularly if the winter thould
. prove an additional firoke of. feverity) that
_ the colt frequent]y feels the difadvantage, and
.conftantly difplays it by the deficiencies 1n -
frame and figure, as before defcribed. :

. Taking however the variation of different
_counties into the aggregate, to fix a criterion
of time applicable to all parts, I {hall not
hefitate a moment to pronounce the laft’
.in April, and the three firft in } \Iay'
proper months in the year fox mares t0.

- the horfe, provided 1t can be by anV means
: B2 ‘he o ellecicdy
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effected ; to promote which the followmg
methods fhould be ‘adopted : it is generally |
‘perceptible when a mare is Ao7fing, and it is
-likewife univerfally known fhe will then take
the horfe without farther trouble, mutual con-
 fent therefore renders animadverfion unnecef- -
fary ; but fhould the mare, upon beingbrought
to the horfe, not make any /kew, on the
contrary, give proofs of denial by repeated
kicking‘ and other violent exertioffg, let her
(after fufficient trials) be taken away, and
fome addition be made to her keep ; gtve her
~a fubftantial feed of good oats and a pint of
old beans twice a day, continuing to offer her
the horfe once 1n three dqys till'a Comphancc
1s effected. i

After which it will be neceflary te eoffer
her the horfe at the expiration of eight days
“(that is, on the ninth) from the day of her

having been covered ; if fthe again take the
horfe (which is not at all uncommon) you
reckon from the laft time of covering, upon
a fuppofition no conception took place from
the firft copulation, and that it is confequently
obliterated. On the contlary, thould the,
after repeated offers,’ perfe\ ere in rejeéling the
: - horfe,
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horfe, the firft coirering is then fuppofed to
have been effectual ; notwithftanding which,
the mare, in either caﬁz, is to be produced and
tried with the horfe at the end of a fecond
eight days, when circumftances muft be re- -
gulated as at the end of the firft, entirely by
her comphanacc, or rejection.

Sentiments have varied exceedmgly upon
the little probability of a mare concelving
when the act of copulation has been forcibly
committed without the leaft external dif] play
~ of defire, and 1n oppoﬁtwv to the moft vio-
lent exertions of the mare. However my
opinion might have originally fluétuated with
the varioys Jeprefentatlons of others upod this
{ubject, 1 availed myfelf of an carly oppor-
| tunity to afcertain the fact, and remove any
doubts that may have arifen within my own :
mind, although the recital will not perhaps
render a repet;tmn of the trial equally fuccefs-
ful in the opinion of others; yet I have been
fince repeatedly informed, the experiment is
very frequently made, and not w1thout its

ﬂlare of fuccefs.

In 1he year 1773, (refiding then at Hor-
B3 fel,
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fel, near Cobham,' in Surrey) T intended
covering two mares by Woodcock, half-bro-
ther to Eclipfe, that then remained at Eg-
Tham, for the feqfon ; one of the mares took
the horfe, without reluctance, the other re-
jeéted him with the greateft Viol_énce ; at the
expiration of time before-mentioned, they
were again offered the horfe and’ both refufed.
On the ninth day I made the fame jour-
ney with the fame fuccefs, and then con-
cluded the mare that had been covered to be
perfectly fafe; determined, however, to make
no more journies of uncertainty upon the bufi-
nefs, I afked TowNsSHEND, the 0wn‘er'of
the horfe, if he had any objection to let the
horfe cover the mare compulfively, upon
condition the was fo completely trammeled as -
not to injure the horfe ? This being readily
- agreed to on his part; and the mare z’70nglj,
hobbled, the llolfe was blought out, and be-
ing luckily very frefh, full of vigour, and
eager as the was reluctant, the leap was ob-
tained with much lefs dxfﬁculty than_ could
be pofsibly expected : at the end '6f‘ the
eight days I again attended with-the nnrc,
and found the rejected the. horfe with more
mveteracy than In any of -my former Jourrhec
: " T now



"BNEEBRING. 5

I now made up my mind to take no more
trouble in the bufinefs, but leave the reft to -
‘chance, in a very few months fhe was vifi-
bly in foal; and produced me an exceeding -
handfome colt, that I difpofed of at a high -
price to a gentleman in Norfolk when rifing
two yeals old. |

This circumftance T have related, to efta-
blith by proof the confiftency of adopting
the alternative, when the feafon is fo far
advanced as to hazard the lofs of the year by
longer delay ; for my own part, (and it is
clear I fpeak experimentally) I thould never
hefitate to cover a mare in this way, if fthe
continued to refufe the horfe till the laft week
in May, or the firft week in June, much -
rather chufing to ravi/k the mafk of delicacy
from her difpofition, than lofe her contribu-
~ tion to the ftock for that year, orhave a coltv
fall fix weeks or two months too late in the

{eafon.

It will become perfectly applicable here to
introduce a few words refpecting the ezact pe-
riod of geftation in mares, upon which I never

remember to-have heard or read any thing
Tk e : dlCtd-
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dictatorially decifive more than the general
affertion of their going eleven months (or the
common witticif'r'n, that ¢ a hare and a mare
go a twe{pemoézth .4"’) but whether it is un-
derftood eleven lunar- or calendar months, I
believe has never been criticaily explained (at
leaft generally known) and this is in fact the
more extraordinary when we recolleét that
eleven calendar months make within two
days of twelve of the other 3 nor indeed are
there but few inftances in which the know-
ledge of fuch nice diftinction can be pro-
ductive of much utility, yet it creates fome
{urprife that it has not been particularly
noticed by {uccefsive naturalifts, as circum-
{tances have arifen and may fometimes hap-
pen, where fuch p_reé_iﬁon would effectually
.rmnév_g a doubt or eftablith a fact.

. A want of early attention to a difcovery of
this minutiz was attended with a trifling lofs
to me fome years fince in my firft breeding
embarkation, when in pofiefsion: of much lefs
obfervation and experience ; for having ob-
tained the loan of a firong bony mare from a
friend in Windfor Great Park, for the purpofe
of bxcedmg, I had her covered by a large

~ powcrful
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pewerful horfe then m the nelghbom‘hood

“and booked the leap accordmg to cuftom; byt
~having made no calculation of the calendar

“thonths, I kept her eleven lunar months and

a fortnight (by the al'rnanack)‘ and~n_dt per-
ceiving her to fpring in the udder, nor grow

'flarger-‘in. the carcafe, I returned her"(aftér

taking the opinion of almoft every farmer

and breeder in the country) upon an univer-

fal decifion, that * fhe had no foal within
her.” The ultimate event proved for once

‘the ‘error of general judgment, for the owner

(Mr. Johnfon, then one of the keepers of
the Great Park) taking a morning’s walk
among his ftock, found het with a fine colt
at her foot in about ten days after her return,
which proved a valuable horfe to him at five |
years old, that I had loft entirely by my in- -
advertency and impatience.

The mare ha,ving taken the horfe but once,

- and that under my own-eye (a truft I never

delegated to another) added to the firifteft
attention in point of time, formed a com-

~bination. to give proof, that a mare carries

her young twelve lunar or eleven calendar
months,
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months (wh1ch accurately taken are juft the 3
fame) or that the exacét given time varies in
different {ubjects, and is fo regulated by age
~ or conftitution, that there has yet been no
criterion fixed for a nice diftinétion. The
matter, however, if at all entitled to confi-
deration, may be moft eafily reduced to a
certainty, by ks gentleman having a variety
of brood mares in his poffefsion, who will
note thofe who have taken the horfe but once
in the feafon, and take the trouble to book
the day of their bringing forth; when by
comparing the whole, the exaét time of gef-
tation will be nearly demonftrated, where
no fecond covering has intervened to render
the decifion imperfect. 5

 The treatment of mares after being co-
vered is regulated entirely by the clafs to
which they belong ; for having twice refufed
" the horfe at the periods of time before ftated,
they are then faid to be flinted, and conclud-
ed in foel. But this is by no means always
the cafe, for it frequently happens that {uch
mares produce no foals, although appear-
ances are fo much in their favour. 7o-
rough bred mares (that is, mares whofe blood
: s
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is entlrely untainted with any inferior crofs,
and kept as brood mares for the turf “only)
are thrown out to grafs for the fummer feal
fon without falther confideration ; only tak-
ing particular care that no geldings, or year-
lmg colts, are fuffered to accompany them

in or near the fame pafture, for fome few
weeks after conceptlou

‘Mares of an inferior defcription in ge-
neral ufe for the faddle, or thofe for agrlcul-
ture, may be continued in their common em-
ployment with moderdtion, they feldom fuf-
fer abortion but by great and improper exer-
tions; theyare therefore very frequently ufed
till within a few weeks of dropping their
burthen, without the leaft fear of inconveni-
~ence. Thisisa fac fo univerfally eftablifhed,
that inftances have repeatedly happened of
mares obtaining folen leaps when out at paf-
ture, without the knowledge and very much
againft the mclm"‘uon of the owners ; this
circumflance, from' vmo'us motives; hasbeen
confidered fo pxqudxcnf (whe]ebreeamg has
notbeen intended) that differentand powerful
methods have been ado opted, as the admini-
firation of favine in large quantities, violent -

2 exer-
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_exertions in drawing, ,or'lon:g'and very {pee-
dy journies faken to promote abortion, and
thofe without the leaft effeét; to corroborate
which, the introduction of one only becomes
at all necefiary, as it is too well authenticated
1o admit a doubt of its certainty,

‘Some few years fince, SUL'PHUR, a well-
~ known.running horfe of 'the Duke of Cum-
berland’s, having leaped the paddock pail-
ing, of an immenf{e height, in Windfor Park,
covered a hunting mare of Mr. Jephs’s (then
refident at Sandpit Gate) in the fight of
many labourers, who reported the occur-
“rence. As the hunting feafon approached the
was perceptibly in foal ; this was what he by -
no means withed, and was fo much hurt at
the aukwardnefs of the circumftance, that .
he continued to hunt her inceflantly, cover-
ing the fironge/i leaps and takmg the deepeﬁ:
ground to obtain abortzon ' ‘

The event, however, { ufﬁeiently proved the
Solly (not to add cruelty or prefumption) of
oppofing nature in her niceft operations ; for
all the feverity fo inconfiderately put in prac-
tice, never in the leaft hurt the mare, or de-,

blllt"ttcd :
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bivlitated'the feetus: at her pxoper time fhe
produced « foal, that (to‘ render the circum-
ftance more remarkable) at five years old won -
* the fifty pound plate annually given for the
keepers and yeoman prickers to be run for
- over Afcot.

';’}'his invincible ftamina or hardinefs of con-
ftitution fo worthy recital in this inftance, is
not (let it be underftood) fo entirely general
as to be applicable to all the clafs without
exception ; it therefore becomes pe}féé’tly in
point to introduce a cafe in dire¢t contraft,
that may be likewife produétive of utility,
in preventing too great exertions with mares
in fuch flate, under a firm opinion that the
lofs is lefs likely to happen than it really is
and actually may.

Having abeut {even years fince purchafed
of the breeder at Horton in Buckingham/hire,
a four year old mare, got by Bell’s Denmark,
I obferved to him (during the negociation for

‘purchafe) that from the depth of her carcafe
and hollownefs of the flank, the Wa: certainly
early in foal; on the contrary, he afiured
me, pofitively, no horfe had ever been near

her,
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; her, and that it was merely the effect of lay-

-ing at grafs. - This mare, though fo young,
was a very excellent trotter ; and having foon .
after occafion to take a. profefsional Journey’"»
with fome expedition (the road being exceed-,
ingly good) I made obfervation by my watch
that fhe trotted the feven miles in five. and
thirty minutes without the leaft feemmfr in-
convenience; but on the morning followmg_
I found {he had flipped a colt foal very per-
fect, of about three months conception,
though noextraofdiriary exertions were ufed.
on the occafion. .

The recital of cafes fo exactly in point lay
claim to the attention of breeders in general,
as they undoubtedly conftitute a bafis in ex-
perience, upon which the judgment may be
difcretionally formed at what time it will be
proper to difcontinue the working of fuch
mares, when it is clearly afcertained how
flight a portion of labour may endanger the
dam, and prove defirucive to the progeny.

The neceffary qualifications for procreation
in both firc and dam having been fully inve-
tigated, and the blemifhes, defeéts, and local

_contin-
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contingencies, that tend to forbld the attempt ;
fairly explainec > now come to the crifis
of delivery, or the mare’s bringing forth ; an
event {o wonderfully accomplifhed by the al-
moft unerring efforts of NATURE, that ypon
the faireft calculation, net one mare in a
hundred fuffers in any refpect, more than the
temporary difquietude, from an exer tion  of
fo much magnitude, although inthe moments |
of reflection it abfolutely becomes a matter of
zdmiration how the thock is fuftained, with-
out a much greater frequency of the danger
that fo feldom enfues. :

Notwithftanding this providential interpo-
fition for the fafety of animals {o little ena-
bled to relieve themfelves, it is worthy re-
mark, that where difficulty and danger once
oceur, the cafe becoming preternatural, it
generally terminates in the death of one or
the other, and not uncommonly,in the de-
firuction of both; this may probably proceed
from the conftruétion of parts.not being ge-
nerally underitood, and the little chance of
afsifting nature with the fame eafe and accu-
racy as fome other parts of the creation..

A lofp
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A lofs of this defcriptions after a year of
more of tedious hope and ex petation, con=
fequently produces temporary glooim and fe-
rious difappointment ; in fome inftances the
dam becomes the viétim, in others the fbal;;j :
to the latter there is no palliative, to the
former but one alternative: it is a cuftom al-
moft univerfal, upon the death of the mare
- (foon after relief from her burthen) to defpair
_of fuccefs in raifing the foal by art, and it is
frequently difpofed of without delay, thata
- circumftance fo unlucky may be the fooner
erafed from memory and buried in oblivion.

This hafty decifion is by no means to be
commended, although it is almoft generally
known the power of inftinét is fo very pre-
dominant in this fpecies, that it muft be a
fact exceedingly rare, to find a mare that will,
by whatever ftratagem you can pixt in foree; §

" cherith any other foal than her own ; this
‘moft undoubtedly arifes from their feldom or
never producing a plurality of young at one
times a circumfitance by no meéns uncommon
with almoft every other animal in the crea-
tion, who are the more eafily impofed upon to
nourith and proteét a fpurious offspring.

G The
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feétion in nature) that, fo foon as the colt
had fallen, the mare abfolutely took fright at
~her own offspring, and never could be once
brought to the leaft affociation with it what-
ever. Every ftratagem that could be devifed
was put into praétice under the immediate
infpection of his Royal Highnefs, to effe&t a
natural union between the dam and her foal,
but without the leaft probability of {fuccefs ;
thofe fruitlefs efforts were therefore relin-
quithed, and alternate attempts made to ren-
der the abandoned orphan a fon of adoption
with different mares in rotation, but with no
profpect even of hope. In this dilemma the
Duke, whofe humanity in matters of much
- greater importance will {tand recorded to the
- end of time, fully intent upon preferving the
eolt, if pofsible (with a declared prefenti-
ment of his futufe eminence) determined
upon his being brought up by hand, if pofsible,
without a relative confideration to trouble or
expenfe, and iflued his orders accordmcly
The event juftified the endeavour, and the
fuccefs of the undertaking was tran{mitted
" to pofterity by the Royal Sponfor, with the
name of the horfe ; for under the appellation
of MiLksop, his very capital performances
1 " : may
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owner had never ; been even for a moment
‘dire@&ed. Tt is likewife by no means ins
apphcable to obferve, that for fome days pre-
vious to the expeéted foaling of the mare,fhe
fhould be kept in rather a fparing than plen-
tiful fituation ; to prevent a too great reple-
tion of the inteftines and confequent com-
‘prefsion upon the uterus, producing extreme
pain, difficulty, and delay in the delivery,
wllich"niight otherwife never occur.

The mare having (as is generally the cafe)
been freed from her burthen without in-
convenience, and no clrcumﬁance arifing to
forbid it, let her be immediately removed to
a healthy and luxuriant pafture, caleulated
to furnifh not only a fufficiency of fupport
for her own frame, but affording a A{uperflux
for the fubftantial and nutritious fupport of
her young. In this a proper. difcrimina-
tion is abfolutely neceffary ; lank, fwampy,
four grafs will “certainly expand the frame,
fubfift the dam, and contribute a flow- of
milk for the foal, but not of that rich
and luxurious quality that is derived from
feeding upon the fucculent herbage of mai-
den meadow, or upland glafs in high per-

5 fection §
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‘feéhon - both which  contribute: fo very
much to the daily growth and 1mpr_o_vement '
of the colt, that it is a matter of the utmoft :
confequence to the breeder, whofe principal
object thould be to attain every pofsible ad-
vantage in height, bone, and condition, pre=
vious to the commencement of fevere weas
ther, during which growth_\is in general fuf-

- pended, unlefs liberally promoted by the fa-
lutary interpofition of good food, and proper
thelter to encounter the inclemency of the
feafon, ;

This is ‘the firft fiep to be taken where
no difagreeable traits intervene to require a
different mode of treatment ; but fhould the
mare (by foaling before her time, or in fe-
vere {harp winds, a cold wet night, long and
painful dehvelv, or other eircumf{tances too
-abftrufe to be difcovered) vifibly labour un-
der ﬁxed dejection, bodily langour, lofs of ap-
petite, laying down as if painfully weary,
and totally inattentive to the infantile fond-
nefs of her foal ; it may be Ju{ﬂy px_efumed
nature has fuftained a fevere thock from {fome
one of the caufes juft recited, that cannot

be too foon attended to ‘and counteracted,
FS -fox
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fication of the expectant foal; which is al-
waysin fome degree obftruéted, if not totally
fupprefled, by the leaft indifpofition of the
dam» ! Ee 8 ’ -

Thé math may be repearted twice every
day, with plenty of the beft hay, and oc-
cafional fupplies of the water before-men-
tioned, till her recovery is fufficiently efta-
blithed, and the weather !proportionably
calm for her enlargement, in the way above-
defcribed, had no difficuly intervened.
Should the fame lafsitude and dejection con-
tinue more than four and twenty hours,
after thefe methods ‘have been adopted,
bring into immediate ufe a dozen of the'
cordial pectoral balls from ¢ The Gentle-
man’s Stable Directory, Vol. I.”” and let one
be given every night and morning in its
prepared {tate, or diffolved in half a pint of
gruel, and adminiftered as a drink, or in-
‘corporated with each math at the fiated
periods, till the whole are taken ; continu-
ing the aids of majhes, warm water, nurf-
‘ing, and cloathing, (if {ymptoms of great
~cold appear) till every appearance of com-

BA . plaint
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' tﬂ@i!y ﬁmted (thh may be plaxuly per- ’
ceived not only by his external appearance,
but 1nceﬁ'ant ﬁ‘empts to obtain fupplieswith-
out fuccefs) artificial means muft be adopted
to*folicit a due difcharge of this very necef-
fary fluid, ‘without which every expectation
of the foal’s growth and gxadual improve-
ment muft be rendered abortive,
: ; N

Tlus obJeCt can onlyb T 79mphﬂ1ed by

of conv‘eying a larger pt?)gi
‘tious aliment into theffy
neral diffufion of W'jg :
lac¢teals become proportic
are confequently enab
charge a much grea .
in her more relu&agt’ﬁa'

beftow.

n y than natme ,
inclined to 5

This fyﬁémat'ic pr fs of nature may, to, -

the lefs enlightened readei feem matter af-
fo much ambiguity, that fomewhat more in
eXplana‘uon may be probab y required ; but
as abftrufe reafoning and phyﬁcal definition
(it has been before faid) is not the purpofe
of the prefent pubhcatxon, every irrelative

S : : matter :
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matter will be carefully avoided that cain
* tend to perplex tlie mind or embarrafs the
judgment. It would, therefore, bedeviating
widely from the plan originally formed for
the accommodation of genecral comprehen-
fion, were we, by unneceflary introduction,
to enter into the very extenfive field of ana-
tomical ftru¢ture and ‘animal mechanifm,
~ demonftrating phyfically by what admirable
means the exerementitious part of aliment is
rejected from the ftomach and conveyed
through the inteftinal canal, when divefted
of its more fubtle and nutritious properties;
which being totally abforbed by an infinity
of veflels in the very work of digeftion, 1s
carried into the circulation, and there confti-
tutes, by its different {ecretions, the fource
of life and fupport; from which {yftematic
transformation is derived that formation of
blood, that gradual enlargement of fleth and
bone, only to be explained by much literary
- information on one fide, and underftood by
no fmall portion of medical knowledge on
the other. ; ~

It will cénfequéntly fuffice to fay, that
the: reader, whofe mind is more enlarged,
| whofe
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“whofe views are more ‘extenfive, and who
cannot  reconcile his opinion or found his
judgment upon the quality of aliment; the
procefs of digeftion, or the effe@ of nutrition,
by what has been concifely introduced upon
thofe fubjects, muft derive more fubftantial
afsiftance from the variety of excellent pro-
fefsional publications more particularly adapt-
‘ed to fuch inveftigation and inquiry; as
the majority of thofe who do me the ho-
nour of occafional infpection, will certainly
expect, under the head we now write upon,
to find much more matter of amufement
and rural inftruction than fcientific difquifi-
tion. :

Declining, therefore, a matter of fo much
extent, and {o little applicable to the prefent
purpofe, we naturally revert to the ftate of
the mare, and the means of enlarging the
powers; from which alone, the foal is to
receive not only a fufficiency of nutriment.
for bare fubfiftence, but an abfolute abun-
dance or fuperflux for the promotion of ad-
vantages we have fo particularly explained.
Thedeficiency before-mentioned havingbeen
‘ attentively
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attentlvely afeertained, an;d excellent paﬁui’é{
with good water not being found to increafe
the flow of ‘milk fo much as is evidently re-
7 quired, an addition of more fubftantial and
nutritive food muft be aflociated with what
has been always confidered the firft and moft
natural aliment for equefirian improvement.

)
4

All rules, however eftablithed, are perpe-
tually liable to fome excéption, and nature is
- not uncommonly afsifted or counteracted,
~ by ways and means the very leaft expeéted ;
for every conftitution will not be aéted upon
in the fame manner either in the human or
brute creation. In fa&; daily experience
with the human fpecies affords ample proof;
- that the fume articles in phyfic or food fhall -

adt in a direét conmtrary way, and preduce
a very different effet upon one habit to
what it thall in another: a circumftance fo
“generally known and admitted, would fur-
nith fufficient latitude for conjecture refpeét=
ing the animal we mow treat of, was proof
really wanting to eftablith {uch opinion,
which is by no means the <cafe, as numerous
mﬁances might be quoted to corroborate a
; vamety
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: a_pgari&ty'of fimilar contrafts, were they'até"ali
“neceflary, to qonﬁrm a:belief of what in re-
ality there cannot be the leaft doubt of. *

‘Convinced, therefore, of fuch faés, it'is
- but a natural inference to ‘cénfclude, the
beft, or indeed pafture of any kind, may not
~ be fo equally conducive to the improvement -
_and condition of all immediately after foal-
ing, but that it may a& as a powerful re-
{torative upon one, while it relaxes and de-
bilitates the {yftem of another; pamcularly
where, from a vitiated or difeafed ftate of the
ftomach and inteflines, it paffes fo rapidly
and indigefted through the body, as to de-
- pofit but little of either efénce or fubjfiance
~ for the fubfiftence of the frame or fupport of
. the foal iy

This _is undoubtedly one of the predomi-
nant caufes of the defect, and fhould be
_counteraéted by fuch means as are calculated
to ftrengthen the digeftive powers, animate
the circulation, and diffufe a plentiful fup-
ply of chyle to preferve the neceflary fecre-

tions, without which 'a healthy and lm‘,
. : proving
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proving ftate is not to be expefted. To
effeét this, ‘give a warm math every morn- ‘
ing compofed of brown malt three quarts,
and one of cracked oatmeal, (commonly
called grits) let the water be poured on boil~
ing hot, and repeatedly ftirred up till of a
proper warmth, when it may be given in
either field or {table, unlefs any feverity of
weather thould render the latter moft eligi-
ble.  In the evening of each day, give half
a galloh of good found mealy oats, with the
addition of a pint of old beans, either whole
or fplit, as will be moft readily taken by the
fubject for whom they are intended ; thefe
feeds, exclufive of their great nutritive pro-
perty, will powerfully afsift in retaining the
- aliment in the flomach by their reftringent
quality, thereby contributing largely to the
general purport of the whole.

This plan fhould be perfevered in for fix
days without intermifsion, when an encreafed
{fupply of milk from the mare may be ear-
neftly expected ; but fhould that improve-
mentnotbecome perceptible, the may be rea-
fonably deemed @ very poor nurfe, and no other
- extraordinary means be attempted to afsift
: - : the
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madverfion ; on the contrary, are left open to
the judgment of every reader, upon the con-
_fiftency of which, he may determine as moft
~ coincident with his own with, or the practice
~ of the place he lives in. ~ Asitis my invaria-
ble plan not to enlarge upon points that are
unneceﬂ'ary, or ftart obftacles and condemn
cuftoms that can be attended with no palpa-
ble prejudice, I thall only introduce fome
{light remarks as occur, without obtruding
any thing dictatorially decifive to effeét or
difcourage the local cuftoms of others. -

To prevent, however, fuch inconvenience
as may probably arife from too hafty a de-
termination, let it be taken into confidera-
tion, that by having the mare covered fo
very foon after foaling, you bring her (fhould
{uch covering be produéive) full three weeks
or a month fooner the next feafon than the
year prece‘diﬁg; and thould that have been .
only in proper feafon, (viz. thé latter end of
April or beginning of May) you encounter
the probability of much inconvenience; for
this ' calculation remaining unattended to;
your produce may fall early in the month of
March, not only under the difadvantage of

Vor. II, G - bleak
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bleak winds and frigid fhowers, but. befgrc
“there is a fingle blade of exuberant. paiture
- to fubfift the dam, or encourage the growth
of twelve months tedious expectation.
From what has "_been fo lately and re-
peatedly urged, refpeéting the p%opcrties of
“different kinds of aliment, and its effeét
upon the animal fyftem, little more can be
requirced to prove, that whenever a necefsity .
abfolutely exifts for fubfifting the mare en-
tirely upon dry food, the fecretion of milk
.muft be inevitably reduced, and the im-
provement of the foal proportionably ob-
_{tructed.  Taking this, then, as a matter
univerfally admitted, and, in faé, what no
man living will attempt to difprove, we
may naturally conclude no rational invefti-
gator of truth and confiftency will ever
deviate fo much from the line of his own
intereft, as to promote the propagation of
what mufi; at the time of its birth, be in
a great degree deprived of its moft natural
means of exiftence; a deficiency not in his
power to {upply by any adequate fubftitute
whatever. ‘

" Relin-
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2 }{eﬁhquﬁhing, therefore, fo extravagant
an idea, we proceed to the time moft natural
for bringing the mare to the horfe after her
foaling, if fhe is mtcnded to continue her
fervwes as a brood mare, and to be managed
accordingly. The time moft applicable in
~ onc refpe&, may not prove always the moft
convenient in another, as it fhould be re=
gulated, if pofsible, to avoid the before-men-
 tioned extremes of the foal falling too early
or late in the feafon. Moft mares will take
the horfe on either the wninih, fifteenth,
twenty-firfi, or twenty-feventh day after foal-
ing; of thefe, neither will occafion any great
variation in the time of her foaling the next
feafon, though I fhould adhere to either of
the ¢wo laft, unlefs the mare had foaled late
in the year, when the firft or fecond {hould
certainly be preferred.  After which cover-
ing, or refufal of the horfe, the fhould con-
tinue to be tried at the ftated periods fo
particuiarly fpecified in the earlier part of the
work ; always concluding the mare to be
ftinted, and in a ftate of conception, when
fhe has repeatedly declined the horfe in the
manner there defcribed. P

G99ty Before
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- Before we take leave of this part of 6;1'{
fubject, it comes diredtly in point to offer
a few words ugon the almoft univerfal prac-
tice ot‘.l:ontinuilmg to breed year after year,
from the fame mare, tilk nature, over-driven,
thwarts the attempt by the occafional intro-
duétion of a barren year, in dire& oppofition
to the intent of the breeder, demonftrating
uponcomplfion the necefsity of what he did
not intend to comprehend by choice.

The very means by which the embryo is
generated, and the nutriment required, not
only to fuppert its growth during the months
of geftation, but the fubfék}uen.t, term of its
Juction, evidently point out the confiftency
of fome portion of reft or refpite for the
dam, to acquire additional firength, after the
inceffant labour of continually colle@ing 2
deuble portion of food to {ubfift herfelf and
fupport her offspring. i

The fafhionable and predominant plea of
attachment to intereft and felf-prefervation,
will render deaf to this remonftrance num-
- bers, who, unwilling to “ lofe tll,e~,.}{ear,"

; and
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and incapable of imbibing inftruction from
‘the niceft laws of nature, will be regulated
implicitly by the dictates of their own mer-
Ce‘nai'y fenfations; affecting to believe, that
the mare, producing ¢ foal every year, will
continue her ftock equally firong, healthy,
and valuable, with thofe that are favoured
with occafional and neceffary intermifsions.
This is not the fact; attentive obfervation,
accurate eftimate, and impartial decifion, will
clearly prove fuch fuccefsion to degenerate in
bone, fize, ftrength, and value; when pro-
duced from the fame mare for a feries of
years without the leaft ceffation ; while, on
the contrary, a fingle year’s fallow in every

_three or four, will, upon comparifon criti-
cally made, prove in the aggregate decidedly
in favour of the breéder.

Haying gone regularly through every
branch of information at all appertaining to
the propagation and prefervation of ftock,
we now come to the time and manner of
weaning ; a matter that muft ever be regu-
Tated much more by the circumftances of the
cafe than the ftate of the feafon, depending

G 3. ' in
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in a great degree upon the conditions _wgﬁpm;
ceed to explain. Confidefations upon this
fubject are.{fo unavoidably complex, and de-
pend fo much upon contingencies, that a
nicety of difcrimination is upon all occafions
necellary how to proceed in the buﬁnefs be-
fore us,

_ The difference of a mare foaling early or
late in the {feafon; her remaining fallow,
or having taken the horfe and renewed her
conception ; the forward growth and rapid
improvement, or puny and backward ftate
of the foal, are all conditional matters upon
which variations are ‘to. be formed. For
inftance, where the mare has dropped her
foal early in the {eafon, has again ‘ta'ken the’\
horfe, and the foal at her foot has improved
properly, and acquired the defired ftrength
and fize previous to the commencement of
fevere weather; fuch foal thould be taken
from the dam fo foon as the decay of paf-
ture perceptibly occafions a reduction in the
{upply of milk; and this feparation becomes
the more immediately neceflary upon an efta-
~blithed truthé that thelongerafoal 1s Permitted
« ‘ te
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to opprefs nature, by a compulfive fecretion |
and evacuation of milk from a mare again
advanced in foal, the more will the fubjeét
in embryo be con{eq‘uently impoverithed and
reftrained, when deprived of its portion of
nutriment, t4en converted through another
channel, and appropriated to a different ufe.
This incontrovertible fyftem of the animal
ceconomy muft be fo evidently clear to the
moft uncultivated comprehenfion, (accuf-
tomed to dedicate but little attention to the
flighteft indications of nature) that it be-
‘comes matter of admiration how {o abfurd a
practice can ever be {upported upon the bafis
of inadvertency ; when it would be rendering
nature acceflary to a perverfion of her own
‘laws, even to fuppofe it was ever intended,
that any animal exifting fhould longer fubfift
or prey upon the very vitals of its dam, when
the frame was again advancing in pregnancy
-~ with another.

- From this neceffary allufion to a practice
that is not only exceedingly common and
too little attended to, but is allo prejudi-
cial to the fubjeéts themfelves in a greater

G i i tdegree
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.degree than generally underﬁood (merely
for want of a little {cientific refleGion’ upon
- the properties of food and its different efs
feéts) we come to a cafe '1ppoﬁte in itfelf,
that muft be regulated accordlngly, as,
where the mare has foaled late in the year,
and has not been again put to horfe, or
where the retarded and unpromifing ftate of
the foal renders extra care and nurfing ab-
folutely neceflary; in either of which,
every encouragement thould be given to pro-
mote the ftrength and growth of the foal,
during the inclemency of the winter, fe'afon,
which, it fhould be remembered, he is not
nearly fo well enabled to encounter, as-thofe
of a greater age poffefsing the advantages be-
fore defcribed. In fuch inftances as thefe,
although the flow of milk from the dam
- will be very confiderably checked by the al-
- teration of food dependent upon the different
{eafons, yet with frequent fupplies of good
hay to the mare, it may be proportionally
afsifted, and with occafional aids of ‘proper
food to the foal, great advantages may be
derived from letting them run together
through the fevereft months. of the winter;
; - & ke
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to evade the jll effe@s of which, ‘noéturnal
thelter will very much contribute.

~ Notwithftanding every pofsible informa-
tion that can be introduced, fuch variety of
cafes may occur with fo great a complication
of circumftances, that no literary defeription,
however diffufe, can prove completely ade-
quate to every idea upon the fubject; condi-
tional infiructions muft always become fub-
fervient to the difcriminating judgment of
the owner or fuperintendant, upon whofe fa-
vourable opinion or prejudice, caprice or
complz'anceﬁwill depend the effeét of the
whole; and to fuch precarious decifion alone
muft the writer ultimately fubmit the confif-
tency and execution of his dire@ions, though
he were to produce an zmmacnlate volume
upon the fubject.

- Confcious, h,owev_,er, of the compulfive
necefsity for fuch dependence, and the diver-
fity of cafes requiring conditional changes to
the variety of circumftances that may occur,
no particular week or month can be invaria-

bly fixed for weaning ; as fome of the con-
: - tmoencws_ 3

o
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tingencies before-mentioned may render it
~unavoidably neceffary in the earlieft month .
of the winter, or protract it to the lateft in
the {pring ; which muft, after all that can
~ be offered .in print, depend ‘entirely upon
the difcretion and intereft of the parties
more immediately concerned, :
Waving, for thofe reafons, farther ani-
madverfion refpecting the time, weadvert to
the manner of effecting a change, fométimes
attended with difficulty, but {feldom or never
with danger, particularly when regulated by
due attention to ecircumfances, [eafon, flate,
and condition; confiderations that never ef-
cape the eye of vigilance, and generally en-
fure their own reward. Towards the con-
_clufion of the year, the foal acquires, by in-
ftin¢t and obfervation, fome relith for paf-
ture, but unluckily begins to enjoy it juft at
its autumnal declination, when long dreary
nights, damp fogs, and frequent rains have
fucceeded the enlivening rays of the genial’
{un, depriving it of its former fubftance
and vernal {weetnefs; at this critical pe-
riod all nature undergoes a vifible alteration,
: ' ; and
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it 15%}7 no means the purpofe to lead our rea-
ders through a iotls labyrinth ‘of
pmglexntles, without a gllm”, ering of either
utility or information, we thall'endeavour to
afcertain the pr eference without animadvert-
ing upon the _]udgment and opinion of others,

- withing, upon the bafis of truth and con-
fitency, only to mabhfh the criterien of our
own. -

It h‘% been generally faid of Oats (al-
though' the univerfally cftablifhed food for
horfes) $hat they are dangerous to foals at
the tlmg of wemun§ under an idea of the
optic nertes being fo violently affected by the
ftrength Equlred in maftication, as to occa-
fion futute difeafe, deblhtatlon, and fome-
times lofs of the ¢ eyes: as this is, however,
a matter hat can_never be reduced to cer-
tainty, btit muft always remain dependent
upon conje&ure, without ever the pofsibility
" of proof, it may be iaerfe&ly applicable to
the difpofition of thofe who entertain doubts,
to adopt the alternative of feeding with the
grain or grits Oﬂly“ﬁ‘rﬁ divefted of the hulls,
as in the /il rfrﬁﬁujﬁ‘ﬁlch difficulty mutft be
refident, and not n the meal, 4

3 ~ Brax
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pub& pafsing under the denomination of
Hogrse Brans, which from‘ their great fub~
ftance, adhefive quality, and known invigo-
raﬁng power, are juftly fuppofed to convey
a greater por tion of nutriment. to’%the fyftem
than any other corn appropuated to the fame
ufe. Admitting this to be really the cafe,
they likewife retain the advantage of being'’
readily adapted to horfes of every defeription,
from infancy to age, and may be given as
exigencies require, either in their natural
{tate whole,  or /plit, as is the ufual me‘théd
when given with bran (a feed very common
with horfesof the lower clafs of mechanics)
or completely ground, (and called bean meal)
for the ufe of foals or-colts, fo young that”
they are incapable of receiving them in any
other ftate.” a0 £

w'Ehe othex article, whether recommended
as a ufeful winter fubftitute for the more
fucculent herbage of the fummer, or only
as a c@p and additional method of fubfift-
enge, nced only be more Generally known to
eftablith its own reputation'; whether joined

i‘ to the accuﬁomed food of draft hmfes ufed.
Wt
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in agrlculture, colts during thofe montlﬁ‘of
the year when the growth of paﬁure I8 re-
ftrained, foals when weaning, or in addition
to the keep of mares whofe foals are required
“and permitted to run at the foot all the win-
fer, it is of equal utility, particularly to the
latter, whofe flow of milk it greatly enlarges
if given in {ufficient quantities to promote
the advantage.

CarrorTs, the article s highly coni-
‘mended, after fair and impartial trial, is one
of the moft valuable in the vegetable world,
and fo eafy of cultivation, that in a light
fandy foil no crop is {fuppofed to produce a
greater thare of emolument; of this certain
adventurers are fo well convinced, that the
very labourers in the north-weft parts of the
coutity of Surrey, rent from the neighbour-
ing farmers a moiety of even the pooreft land
upon the verge of the barren heath, at the
exorbitant price of three and four pounds per
acre for the fummer feafon, only to produce
afingle crop, whén it is immediately refigned
to the landlord for. his feafon of wheat to
follow. | %

The
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The largeft and h'andf%.eﬁ they begin to
pull in September and Oétober; thefe are
~very neatly ‘formed into bunches, and con-
figned to the London market by the waggcm
load, at the enormous expenfe of two gui-
neas for the carriage only, which, with the
additional trouble and charge of double-b()e-.
ing, pulling, wafhing, and bunching, gives
it the appearance of a very expenfive crop 3
but when it is taken into the calculation, that
three, fometimes four loads are produced from '
a fingle acre, that (accdrding to the feafon)
fell in London from four to fir pounds per
load, the great advantage becomes palpably
firiking even to the moft indifferent arith-
metician. But the emolumentendsnot here;
for upon the average, no more than two- -
thirds of the produce are included in the-
above proportion, as turning out {ufficiéntly
handfome for the trade before deferibed;
the remaining proportion, that are fiort,
ill-fhaped, and forked, are deemed refufe, and
ufed in the winter by fuch growers as have
ftock of their own, or difpofed of by thofe
who have none to their neighbours at a very
moderate price. To the corroboration of
' : “this
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this fact I fpeak experimént_ally, having been
a confumer among my own ftock of four-
Jeore bujhels in one winter, purchafed at only
Jfizpence each buthel, exclufive of a very con-
fiderable quantity produced from a part of
my own land, then under fimilar cultivation
from a thorough conviétion of their utility
and profit, |

The method to preferve them for the win-
ter confumption is as follows: let them be
taken up early in the autumn, fo foon as.
their fuperficial or vegetative parts begin to
decline, and laid upon a bed of new wheat
Jiraw, in a dry room or clofe granary, with-
out cleaning, juft as they are taken out of
the ground ; they are then to be plentifully
covered with the fame bedding, to protect
them from 'long and fevere frofts that fre-
quently enfue, after being affected by which,
‘they foon decay and become rotten ;- no fear
“of this need, neverthelefs, be entertained,
provided proper care and attention be paid to
the bed and ‘covering, as they then continue
perfeétly found to the expiration of a very
long winter. There is alfo another equally

Vor. II, o effec-
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effectual method of prefervatlon much in ufe
in the nelghbourhood alluded to, by fubih-
tuting fund for ftraw, letting ‘them be very
fubftantially covered to exclude the external
aif : but as that article is not fo univerfal, or
- to be obtained by any means in many parts
of the kingdom, Araw muft undoubtedly
prove moft convenient for the purpofe.

During the feafon required for confump-
"tidn‘, let any quantity be taken from the heap.
and placed in a mafh or other tub, there co-
vered with water from a pump, or pond,
as may be moft convenient; when havmg"
ftood an Lour of two, to foften the furrouﬂd-
_ ing earth left on for prefervation, they fhould.
be well wathed with a ‘heath broom for.a
few minutes, till properly clean ; then pout-
ing off the foul water and wathing them once
more with a pail or two of clean, they will
- foon become dry enough f01 the followmg
- operation.

Let thern be" cut ﬁrﬁ ]ong1tucunally, then
1ranfverfely, or, to make ufe of a more
complehenﬁble term, (at leaft 1athel better

adapted
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' ﬁﬂa’pted to the ruftic capacities of thofe likely
to become the operators) < athwart and
' acrofs,” into {fmall fquares about the fize of
a horfe or tick bean; in which ftate they will
be confumed in the winter with the greateft
avidity, by any clafs of horfes, mares; or
colts, either alone or intermixed with chaff,
oats,- bran, or any other dry food to which
they are accuftomed.

To remove fuch doubts as may arife in
the minds of thofe who pafs through life in -
the true mechanical dog-trot of their great
‘grandfires, and who, from their perfonal
pride and innate dulnefs, never condefcend to
make an erperiment, or {anction an improve-
ment when made; I think it neceffary to re-
peat the faét, that I have with the greateft
fuccefs introduced this additional article of
food to all the different horfes in my pof-
fefsion (hunters excepted) during a long,
dreary, and fevere winter, never remember-
ing to have had them in better health, vi-'
gour, arid condition. -Among thefe were 3
team of draft hotfes in conftant employment-, :
not only in agriculture, but occafional hard

He - work
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work upon the road: growing colts of dif-
ferent kinds, as well as brood mares and
foals, who all equally enjoyed a participation
of the explriment in every kind of way it
could be offered them ; tending fufficiently to
juftify every thing I can prefume to offer in
recommendation of the practice, more pafti-
cularly with ftock required only in improving
condition during the winter, and not deftined
to any kind of labour.

In this juft replefentqtlon, I beg by no
means to have my exprefsions mifconftrued
or my meaning perverted, but defire it thould.
be generally underftood, I urge their utility
in applicable proportionsasa cheap auxiliary
to other food, without indulging an idea of
their being ufed alone; as well as to have it
held in remembrance, however ferviceable
and healthy they may have proved, and cer-
tainly are to the unemployed part of ftock,
it was never my intent to declare them ca-
pable of conftituting the bafis of nutrition and

Jupport for horfes in conftant and laborious
work. On the contrary, knowing experi-
mentally the great expenfe of breeding, and

1 ; how
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how neceflary it is to acquire occafional aid
from the frequent interpofitions of asconomy,'
" I earneftly recommend the culture of them
upon that {core, (in thofe parts of the king-
dom not {o favourably adapted to breeding)
as a very ufeful and profitable aflociate with
other food for brood mares, foa]s, and grow-
ing colts, in fevere or ‘long winters, when
hay and corn are at an exceeding high price
from a general failure in the crop, or an in-
different {eafon for the harveft,

From this unavoidable deviation we return
to the bufinefs of WEANING, a matter that
will be in fome degree more eafily reconciled
_ by permitting the foal to feed with the mare
for a few days upon the dry food previous -
to the entire feparation. - The queftion natu-
rally and indeed generally arifing at this pe-
riod, is ndt, what food is the moft falutary
for the fubjeét in queftion; but, which is
the kind of food moft applicable to the fen-
fations of the owner? Though was reafon
or prudence confulted, that food would be
adopted moft adequate to the probable value
of the foal; for notwithftanding all that can
be urged in the defence of breeding fyftemati-

F'g cally,
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cally, to- pmduce ﬁock of ﬂlape, ﬁreﬁgth,
figure, fathion, bone, or fpc,e_d (according
to the purpofes.for which they are defigned})
there will {till remain a more than moderate
- proportion of the breeders formerly defcribed,
" who muft inevitably continue to propagate
ftock, not worth the proper fupport of even
_th‘e fint twelve months, was their intrinfic
value to be brought into arbitrative competi-~
tion with the year’s confumption.

/No doubt can be entertained but the fweeteft

hay, with a datly portion ef the hulled oats,
and a trifling addition of the bean meal, would
be as perfectly grateful to the weaning foal of -
a ﬁve pound, pony mare as to the palate of &
{on of HIGHFLYER but it is natural to con-

clude, in the prefent hourly increafing age of

fagacity and' penetration, felf-intereft, with

its concomitants, will never be fo totally ob-

fcured, as not to regulate the conduét of the
-majority, and that mares and colts will in

: genéral be fupported witha political reference

to profit and lofs, however fome exceptions
{with favourites of a former defcription) may
produce many a four-year old at the domef~

tic expenfe of thirty, forty, or fifty pounds
whole

Caon W
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whofe whole accumulation of points and per=
fections will never exceed five and z&;é;izy,
when brought to the tgft of mfpcéhon at a
public market. ; -

~ Confcious hmv many will continue to breed
under every difadvantage, and to perfift under
every peculiarity; I fhall fubmit the diftinét
kind of aliment to be feleéted, and the quan=
tity to be regulated entirely by the judgment,
- whim, caprice, expériment, ot local cufioﬁl
of every individual, upon a perfect conviétion
he will juftly claim and exert that privilege,
in oppofition to any opinion or dictation of
mine; whofe farther inftructions upon this
head might be candidly confidered obtrufive,
where conditional directions under fo many
contiﬁgenciés (as the ftate of various fubjects
an‘d‘ temperature of feverity of different fea-
fons) muft prove totally inadequate to general
application. : g

- Convinced, howeyer, on‘'the contrary, how
_very many there are, who, anxious for infer-
mation and open to inftruction, potlefs pa- .
tience to receive, and judgment to adopt;
evexy {pecies of improvement . calculated for

1500 e the
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the promotion of general good ; it is ent{rely‘
for their accommodation, thatThave minutely
“defcended not only to an explanation of the
: quality of different kinds of food, but repeat-
edly to the work of digeﬁioh and effect of
nutrition, that the very means of growdh,
Sirength, and condition may be more rationally
confidered and fundamentally underftood.

Prefuming on the care taken to inculcate
- fuch knowledge, and thoroughly convinced
of the advantages that arife from a liberal
diftribution of provender to ftock of every
kind upon certain emergencies, I beg to'con-
clude my obfervations under this head, with
an additional injunétion to breeders of every
denomination, to endeavour in the two firf?
winters, to acquire all pofsible advantage in
fize, ftrength, and bone; which I have be-
fore faid, and again affert, depends as much
upon thie judicious and plentiful fupplies of
food, as the qualifications of horfe and mare,
{o folely relied upon and eternally echoed by
thofe fubordinate cavilifts who poflefs the
opinion, but not the- means to juftify their
affertion.  For fize, firength, and bone being
ihus conftantly - promoted by care and atten-
tion
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tion, they not only form the frame for a
ready acquifition of fleth in that feafon of
the year when nature difpenfes her gifts with
a more liberal hand, but being once obtained
can never be obliterated ; while, on the con-
trary, the firft opportunity of acquiring thofe
perfetions being totally loft by an unfair
reftraint in fuftenance during the firf two
years, theftock is more or lefs fiinted, and
an irreparable deﬁéiency conftituted that can
never be fupplied in the fame fubjects, by ei-
ther prefent regret or future repentance.

BREAKINSG

IT will not come wi_thin the limits"bf this
work, or the intention of the writer, to inter-
fere with the operative part of the art, offer-
ing a differtation upon the routine of leading,
lunging, backing, riding, mounting, or dif-
mounting, with eafe, grace, and agility; thele
are the profefsional privileges of BREAKERS
alone, from the ruftic rough rider of the moft
obfcure village in the country, to the fathion-

able and accomplithed MENAGE MASTER
GENERAL
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GeNERAL of the metropolis. Profefsing;
thetefore, no interference with, or attack
upon the principles of the fcience, T prolcre‘ed _
to fuch allufive remarks and'inferences as in= -
tereft ot only breeders and {portfmen, but all
thofe w’ho'have any immediate intercourfe
with the fpecics, whether from the motive of
attachment, pleafure, health, or bufinefs.

The firft obje& for general confideration, is
the age moft proper for bringing into worl
horfes of different defcriptions according to

“their diftinét appropriations; but this, like
moft other matters, has becon?e {ubfervient
to the prevalence of fathion, and in much
lefs than halfa century undergone a total
revolution. Some years fince (and not a
great many) colts and fillies were haltered
and handled a little a¢ three; turned out
again and completely broke at four; ufed mo=
dérately during their fifth year, and thought
to be fufficiently matured for conftant work
at firs fuch fyftem has been, however, gra=
dually changing as the value of horfes con-
tinued to increafe, a circumftance that in all
_probability effected the alteration, by tempt-
ing breeders to turn their flock into {pecie,

with
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with much lefs trouble, expenfe, and z’mmety,,

than when kept fo long upon hand before
thg:y could be taken to market, -

This has turned {fo much to advantage in
their annual transfer to the London dealers,
who purchafe at the famous fairs of Banbury,
Nmthampton Leicefter, Reading, and many
‘others, (exclulive of their extenhve agencies
in Yorkfhire and other diftant countieé) that
they are now broke and fold fo foon as they
have obtained fize, and undergo the moft in-
famous pméhces uponstheir teeth, to enable
the confcientious feller to difpofe of two,
three, foux -year old,” for a four, five, or fix
~which he frequently does with {uch affur-
ances of truth and integrity, thatthe cheat is
very little likely to be dlfCOV@‘ed by any
fagacity or circumf{pection whatever. :

A fimilar degree of refinement has been
ceffected upon the turf, as with the more in«
ferior claffes ; for -what has been promoted
by interefi on one hand, has been extended
by the invincible fpirit of oppofition on the
other. Itisbut a few years fince a four year ‘
old plate was confidered the firft public triak
E ' : et
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of fpecd and bottom ‘between young hotfes
calculated and trained for racing: but horfes
(as well ‘as women) are, by the great and il-
Iumined eftect of modern penetration, found
to be fo much forwarder in the natural flate
of their conftitution, that they are brought
into ufe many years 'fooncr in the prefent
than the paft century; having not now only
plates conftantly run for by three years old,
but frequent matches and {weepftakes with
two years old and yearlings.
¥

In this general improvement (if it can be
fo termed) I believe any obfervant or experi-
enced reader will coincide with me in opinion,
and hazard the affertion, that many hundred
horfesare an‘nually crlppled and irrecoverably
injured before they arrive at maturity ; that
is, before they arrive at a proper age for the
work to which they are fo frequently moft
injudicioufly deftined. In fupport of this
faé, no greater ot more indifputable autho-
rity need be adduced, than a reference to the
infinity of invalids to be daily feen on all the
popular roads*leadmg to the metropolis ; but
thould a fironger proof be required, to meet

the opinions of the interefied and incredulous,
let
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Jet it be extracted from the vifible cﬁ’e& of '
theburning cautery, or rotational multlphcxty
of FIRED HoRSEs 1n pexpetual liberation
from the hands of every eminent operator in
the various parts of the kingdom. As this
cuftom is now too far advanced in praétice,

and too firmly eftablithed by intereft (at the
original {fource of circulation) to admit of cure

or palliation, farther animadverfion upon its
ill effeés cannot be produtive of either fuc-
cefs or utility ; continuing, therefore, our de-
termination to avoid remarks extraneous or
defultory, we proceed to fuch practical ob-
{ervations as are more likely to excite general
‘attention, :

Of thefe, none become more entitled to the
confideration of horfe breakers and their em-
ployers, than the natural difpofition and tem-
per of the {ubje&t they are taking in hand;
for it is a pofitive fa¢t that more horfes have
been injured in their tempers and dxfpoﬁtlons
by the 1nd1fcret10n, impetuofity, or profe/-
fional intorication of thofe to whofe ‘manage-
ment they are unavoidgblyven’txuﬁed, than
by any other means whatever. :

R_eafc;n
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@ Rezifon and obfelmtlon afford evident de.
monﬁmtlon that horfes have ‘their different
degrees offaga(nt} and penetration; theirfpon- .
taneous efforts are all regulated by the moft
im‘orefsiv’e and inherent fehf’ltibns, dependent
upon pafsions confpicuous as our own ; fub-
ject to an equal difplay of fortitude, fear,
joy; grief, courage, tmndlty, attachment, and
~ prejudice, as any of the human fpecies; and
this is fo perfectly known to thofe who have
made nature the objeét of fxequent medita-
tion, that they eannot confider the communi-
cation a matter of nov eltv; while thofc who
receive the 1nform'1t10n under an imprefsion
of doubt, muft, in the moments of reflection,
be ferioufly convinced they have read but lit-
tle in the fertile yolume of experience,

Upon the moft palpable convi&ion that &
thofe pafsions have a predominant afcendancy
over their different fubjeéts, I prefume to
urof(‘ the confiftency of xbndermo the animal :
obedient to the will, by fuch methods as are
calculated more to acquire his fubmifsion than:
_excite his anger; or, in other words, to ac-
complith the bufinefs more by génﬂb means
than coercive exertions, - The necefsity for

P Sy earneftly’
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earneftly fécommending this lenity e the
: praétice, has arifen from innumerable in-

ftances within my own knowledge of horfes
~ rendered invincibly reftiff by the dint of per-
-petual ill ufage and unjuft oppofition; when
'from the natural bent of their difpofitions, a .
different mode of treatment would have pro-
duced a dire&t contrary effect. '

To this part of the fubjeét I have ever
paid the greateft perfonal attention, and de-
clare, with the firicteft adherence to truth, I
never yet faw a refiff horfe made better by
violence and abufe. If any vociferous dif-
putant, fond of difplaying his ééurage and
exerting his power, feels his innate cruelty in
fome degree abridged by the intervention of -
humanity, and arrogantly afk, * Whether he
is to abandon his purpofe, and permit the
-horfe to'gain the vitory and become his maf-
ter?”” Tanfwer him with the greateft {erenity,

“ On no account whatever.,” Such is not
the purport of my recommendation ; our
intents are undoubtedly the fame, but to be.
eventually accomplithed by very different
~means; I repeatedly urgey the propriety of
due attention to the various tempers and dif- _
o : pofitions
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pofitions of horfes, upon the pureft conviction
that the treatment really neceflary for a horfe
of very high courage and almoft invincible

{pirit, cannot be confiftent or proper for one
of extreme timidity; that one horfe may be
{fubdued from any predominant vice, or regu-
lated to any particular action, by a moderate
excrtion of power, while another will fubmit
only toa conftant difplay of the greateft ten-
dernefs and familiarity. Thefe extremes fre-
quently exift in horfes of a fimilar clafs, va-
lue, fpeed, and qualifications; equally liable
to injurious imprefsions from being manaded A
in a way direétly oppofite to the vely nature
of their difpofitions.

A due degree of patient difcrimination
thould be always exerted, to difcover the
temper of the fubject and afcertain the line
of diftinction; what may be expected from
a fteady firmnefs and perfuafive mildnefs,
previous to the too ready exertion of vio-

lence, in general very eagerly conceived and
“malicioufly executed. Horfes are perfectly
confcious of the different treatment they re-
ccive, and give the moft ftriking proofs of

thezr attachment or diflike in confequence:
this






W - BRBABRERG
reftiff, that without any apparent motive -
(at leaft. perceptible to the rider) by which
the caufe may be dilcovered, fuddenly ﬁop,
- retreat, or turn round upon the road, uﬁbly
increafing his reluétance to go forward, in
“ proportion to the anger and violent oppofi-
tion of the rider; whe, too- frequently a
flave to irafcibility, rafhly fuppofes his cou-
rage i1s now put to the teft, and becomes im-
mediately determined to conquer by violence
or Jofe his life in the attempt. This hafty
refolve affords no moment to reflect upon
the mmperfeétions of our own nature, the
_ daily inconfiftency of our proceedings, or the
meansby which theyare excited orreftrained;
a total firanger to the fchool of philofophy,
and little read in the hook of refined fenfations
he deals about him with whip and fpur
moft unmercifully, till the animal, (with
perhaps a difpofition direétly like his own)
- revolting (ill more at the feverity or inhu-
manity of the treatment, becomes outrageous,
and by exertions of ftrength or firatagem,
difmounts his rider, or in a reirogade motion
depofits him in a ditck, on one fide the road
or the other. The a&ion is now renewed

between /horfe and foot in a different way,
-3 : the
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“the latter attacking the former with the uts
“moft violence over the head and eyes, erro-
neoufly adopting AN IrICISM, to bring him
forward by driving lim back : this perpetual

- and fevere dlfmplme often roufes in the fub-

jeét a certain kind of habitual callofity to

every future intervention of tendernefs, and
renders him ever after incapable of becom-

ing cheerfully obedient to what he confiders

his moft inveterate enemy. ;

~* Some hotfes are alfo brought to a certain
degree of ftarting exceedingly dangerous, by
a fimilar and equally improper mode of treat-
-ment; for there can be no doubt but horfes
that are young, or have been but little ufed,
muft have fome time, patlence, care, and
attention beftowed to reconcile them to the
Sirange and numerous objects upon a public
road, before they can be expeé’ced to ap-
proach or pafs them without fudden furprife -
and trouble. Indeed, the great variety and
velocity of the different vehicles upon all the
populous roads, but particularly round the
metropolis, render it a matter of abfolute
wonder, how fuch an 1nﬁn1ty of the higheft

\mettled horfes in the kingdom, thould be
‘ o : etemally :
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among thofe, my memory furm{hes me with
inftances of two that happened in the public
parts of dxﬁ'erent large towns; one pafsion-
ately inflited by a brother of the faculty,
the other by a fon of the church; the laft
of which was almoft accompanied with fo'
ﬁngular a cnrcumﬁance, that T cannot reﬁﬁ
. the temptatlon of a {hort digrefsion to res
cite 1fc

Being a man of very low ftature, and
engaged to preach, for an abfent frlend, in.
- an exceeding large chmch and high pulplt :
not a hundred miles from one of our univer-
fities, he delivered his text fnom that part
of fcrlptule lncludmo the words,  In a little
time you ﬁzall Jfee me, and in a Little time
you fhall mot3” at this moment, the ftool
upon which he ftood, to render himfelf con-
fplcuous to the congregation, flipping from.
under him, rendered him not only inftantly -
invifible, but proved the words of his text
to have been felected Wlth the moft 7 ophetzc
mfpzmtwn

Leaving to the force of imagination the

general conﬁernatlon of his auditors and the
confuﬁon
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gonfufion of the preacher, 1 proceed to his
addatxonal mortification in" the fame town a
“fhort tlme after ; where riding up to the door
of his dmper upon a favorite horfe, and the
‘horfe very little ufed to the hurry of  large
“towns, inftantly ftarted at fome objeét with-
in or without, when the little man, in Az
warmth, giving him a petulant blow upon
the head, brought both horfe and rider to
the ground in the prefence of twenty inha-
bitants, who having his former dilemma
freth in their memories, it doubly infured him
~the appendage of A little time ye fhall fee
me, and a little time ye fhall not;”’
honourable diftinétion will, in all probability,
accompany him to the grave, he being at
prefent only in the pume of life, - o

From fuch remarks as I thought abfolutely
neceffary to expofe the cruelty of ill uﬁng

horfes, and demonfirate my invariable opi-

nion, that wvislence and unjuft feverity, nine
. times out of ten, m_;ures their tempers a.nd
confirms their vices; 1.come to fuch proof as
may tend pot only to obtain converts to that

spinion, but to introduce a juftification of my.

own; viz. that horfes of mild tempers and
; I 4 - pliable

which .

{
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phable dlfpoﬁtlons may be brought to every
ftate of perfection by gentle ufuge correfpond-
ing with their own frame of mind; while,
on ’che‘c‘ontrary, the ferocity of the higheft

Tpirited may be gradually fubdued by exer-

tions of fleady authority and perfevering forti-
tude, ‘blended with intervening acts of kind-

nefs and occafional encouragement, without

defcending to the moft unjuftifiable ill ufage,
tending only to excite invincible prejudice

-and perpetual oppofition.

- The proofs upon which fuch opinion is
incontrovertibly founded, conftitute an expe-
rience of twenty years, in which time I have
attentively analized the tempers of horfes,
and the- practical principles of their breakers
with as much fervency as the profefsional
abilities and medical knowledge of Country
_ Farriers, fo fully and repeatedly explained in
* different parts of the former Volume. There

is a certain analogy in the practice of both;
~and #ill or cure may be adopted by each for

his motto, without injury to either; and with
much greater propriety than one of the fame
learned fraternity defined his employel s horfe

to be ¢ femper cadem,” worfe and worfe;_or
: .the
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the other, Vivant Rer, dead as a door nail,
by G-d, Sir.”>  Thefe flips are, however, to
be charitably confidered {ublime effufions of
fancy, to which men of fuperior genius are
juftly intitled, as laudably emerging from
vulgar explanatmn, and fublimely foaring
beyond the limits of common comprehenﬁon

EXPERIENCE is, upon the foun’dation of
the ancient adage, univerfally faid “ 10 malke
fools wife.”  To a little of that falutary ex-
perience I acknowledge myfelf indebted, and
am not athamed to confefs, that in the very -
early part of life, I became a temporary
flave to cuftom, and creduloufly beftowed my
premium of three guineas, exclufive of the
keep, to have a colt rendered every thing
that was bad, by the moft popular diftri-
butor of equefirian difcipline in the neigh-
bourhood of my refidence ; when, after an
abfence of fix weeks, the time fixed on ne-
ceflary to complete his education and render
him a paragon of perfection, he was re-
turned fo caparifoned, bitted, cavifoned, mar-
tingaled, and cruppered, that he {eemed ad-
mirably decorated for the immediate adven-
tures of a knight-errant, the field-day charger

: et
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of a general efﬁcer, or 1eady accoutred for
thechampmn of England to make his public
entry into Weftminfter-Hall. My inftruétions
were to ride him for fome time “in his
tackle, though he was as well\ bro,%.e,‘ as ﬁmdy,
temperate, and fufe as any hoerfe in the
kingdom.” - My very firft excurfion, how-
ever, convinced me of the honeur and pro-
blty of this fc1ent1ﬁc operator ; for the colt
was 1n poﬁ"efswn of every vice without afingle -
pexfe&xon in his favour, except a wonderful
alacrity at flopping, which he had the kind-
- mefs to do unfolicited, at every public houfe
~uponthe differentroads for fome miles round ;
to all which he had been rotationally led, and
daﬂ)f phccd for many hours in the flable
8 one or the other, while his mdcf‘ihg”&blt&
~tutor was, like * friend Ruzor” in the Up-
holfter, conftantly getting drunk for the
good of his country ! : ‘

As T before faid, he was much worfe in
_qualities and condition than at his dep’u-
ture ; but as the reward had been gradually
dxamed during the time ‘the fuppofed worl
was in hand, purchafed ez/,uzcnce and pati-

ent repentance Were the only remaining con-
o folatlons
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fations.  This mortlfymg 1mpoﬁtum havmg- -
excited no fmall degree of ftabularian emu-
]atmn, I commenced rozm/z rider to my own
little eftablithment, under the influence of
juft refentment, determined to try the effect
of frequent “aflociation, rcgular perfonal
feedmg, conftant exercife, and gentle treat-
ment, to complete my purpofe; which at-
tempt having been crowned with the moft
perfe& fuccefs, and formed the bafis of all
my future endeavours, 1 have never fince (a
period of twenty-one years) condefcended
to-accept or reward the ferviee of breakers
or rough riders of any denomination for
their ineflimable afsiftance ; although in fome
inftances I admit their utility, and acknow-
ledge there are many, whofe merjt and in=.
tegrity are entitled to commendation and re-

ward ; but their proportion is by no means
: equal to thofe pot-valiant heroes, who take
their rudes and potations in firiét {uccefsion,
upon the principle of Pan in Mzdas, who
fays, “ When I am moft rocky, 1 beft fit
my faddle.” This T can never be induced
to doubt in oppofition to ocular demonfira-
tion, as it is'the general ftate in which I

meet the mq/i eminent pmﬁﬂbzs in every
: part
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part of the éoun‘ery 5 from whofe fober fyfv

tem of mf’nu&xon thelr fubjeé’t muft cer-
tainly derive every neceffary advantage.

‘Without defcending to fa.v tedious enume-
ration of the injuries colts in breaking, or
horfes in exercife, receive from pretended
breakers or worthlefs grooms under the effeé
of intoxication, I return to the fubjeét of
thofe that are re/fiff or addi¢ted to flarting ;
the general mifmanagement of which, T have
: a’Ired‘dy defcribed without at all heightening .
the pi¢ture to a degree of exaggeration, and
have now to add, that upon a well-founded
opinion of the inconfifiency of fuch feyere
treatment, I firft formed my determination
to e'ncounter the cure of thofe dec&« by
‘2 method directly oppofite, whenev er time
thould afford me apphcable opportunity.

Itis, I muﬁ acknowledge, fome little gra-
tification of perfonal ambition, to have fuc-
ceeded fo well in a confirmation of the opi-
nion I had indulged, refpeéting the erroneous
and cruel treatment ‘of horfes of fuch de-
fmiption ; and with no trifling fatisfaction I
communicate the fa& of having been pof-.

fefled
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Aefled at dlfferent times of three horfes incor-
ngtb.ly refliff, and as much fubjeét to that
dangerous failure of Jarting as any horfes in
the univerfe, without exception. Thefe were
{eparately purchafed witha perfeét knowled ge
_of their defects, and at a price proportwned
to their deficiencies ; each of the owners and
their fervants confidering themfelves in fuch
perpetual danger, that it was determined to
afford no farther chance of « Sracture for the
Surgeon or a furvey for the Coroner ; but to
difpofe of them at all events as incurable.
The Horfes purchafed under fuch accumu-
lation of difadvantages, without arrogating
to myfelf a {uperiority in horfemanthip or
‘courage, I reduced by a patient perfeverance
in the plan I have already laid down (fas
infullible) to the moft pliable and beft con-
ditioned horfes I have ever had in poflefsion s
ufing no other correction of feverity with
either whip or fpur, than juft fufficient to let
them be convinced I did not pradtife lenity
from the motive of pu/illanimity, but to af-
ford them the alternative of fubmitting to.
treatment much more - adapted to their own -
eafe and fafety. |

By'
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- By this invariable prefervatwn of tempet
and perfev erance of dlfclplme, I never found
but little difficulty in effe@ting my purpofe,
“not only in reducing them to unconditional
{ubmilfsion, but in exciting fo great an attach-
ment from them, that their obedience and
perfe&xon in the field, or upon the road,
rendered them objeéts of general requeﬁ'
among my friends, at any equitable price 1
‘tho'ug_ht proper to fix them at. If I had
however, a fingle doubt remaining upon the
 propriety of this mode of treatment, a recent
cafe has arifen to eradicate « thoufand if they
had exifted ; and left me in the moft unfullicd
poffefsion of an opinion not to be relinquithed
upon the perfuafion of any advocate for the
violent meafures I have fo juftly reprobated,
and {o carneftly defpife. A

The inftance fo far exceeding all othersl
have {een, is of a blood horfe now in my
_ poflefsion, and univerfally known te be one of
the flecteft in five of the moft fathionable
popular hunts in the kingdom ; this horfe,
when purchafed, was perhaps the moft r¢fiff,
fullen, and refractory, ever brought into ufe 5
his figure and qualiﬁcatioﬁs were neverthelefs

{o
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{o palbably firiking, they naturally excited
every unremitting endeavour to reclaim him.
The tafk, however, for the firft two or three
weeks. bore the moft unpromifing afpeét ; no
method that I could adopt, feemed to have

the leaft effeét upon the obduracy of his dif-
v poﬁtmn ;. hardened to an almoft invincible

-

{pirit of oppofition by former victories on his

fide, and repeated ill ufage on the other,

neither perfuafive encouragement nor violence
could prevail on him to move a fingle yard

.forward but when it was perfeéﬂy his own

pieafure he would not only continually fiop
in all paces, without the leaft obftacle or
vifible caufe whatever, and contmue his de-
termination not to go at all forward for a
great length of time, but perfevere in a re-

. trogade motion an incredible diftance, with

the ufual concomitants of rearing, plunging,
and kicking, to fo violent a degree, that num-

~ bers of a much more ferene and philofophic

temper than myfelf, would have certainly pro-
ceeded in their refentment tothe utmoft extre-
mity, and fome time or other have left him
crippled or dead upoh the fpot. In this daily
dilemma, it was the general opinion of inti- -
mate frxends, and thofe who were conftant

; fpeé’cators
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fpe&ators of the danger I rode in fot*f@mé
weeks, that he was abfolutely not to be fubs -
dued,and they pofitively advifed me to. aban-
don the undertaking; but the inftinétive fpi-
rit of attachment to that mduﬁnous mettcr,:
“ PERSEVERE AND CONQUER,” encouraged
me to continue my original plan, which I
have repeatedly explained, and moft forcibly
recommend ; for under that fyftem of fteady
and unremitting firmnefs, divefted of vio-
lence, and blended with intervening acts of
tender encouragement, he is become one of |
the fteadieft and moft temperate hunters in
the field ; though it is plainly perceptible by
the agitation fo conflantly difplayed in the
eye, the ear, and action, upon the approach
of every firanger, that he had repeatedly ex-
perienced the feveré effects of bodily abufe
and ill ufage before he came into the tempe-
rate region of my poflefsion.

Thefe cafes are not introduced from’ any
motive of vanity, to blazon my own practice
with the ftamp of perfeétion in fafhionable
< feats of horfemanthip,” but to afford expe-
rimental, demonftrative, and incontrovertible

proof, founded upon repeated perfonal trials
S, ; s rekal
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- of time, patience, and danger, that horfes
the moﬁ ‘perverfe, obftinate, and refractory,
are to be fubdued and rendcred completely
: ua&able, with much more certainty, huma-
nity, propriety, and expedition, than by thofe
unjufiifiable aéts of violence fo repeatedly
mentioned and accurately ex_plaineﬂ.

Convinced of this faét by the moft atten-
tive obfervation, my mind is too fcrupulouﬂy/
formed to admit of an alteration in opinion ;
and I cannot indulge the leaft doubt but the
fubjeét will undergo in future a nicer decifion,
by thofe gentlemen whofe oppor tunities have
not been fufficiently numerousto afcertain the
effect of the different mode of treatment upon
different fubjeéts to a critical degree of dif-
tinGion ; venturing alfo an additional belief,
in which I flatter myfelf moft obfervers will
coincide, that horfes originally refliff or ad-
diéted to ﬁtddenfm ting, are continually ha-
bituated i in their vices by repeated 11l ufage of
felvants, and the perpetual transfer from-one
owner to. anothPl under all the d1fadvantage,j“_:»
prejudlce, and refentment inflicted upon 2
bad name, without the 1ucky chance of once

Vor. II By K. & o falhncr.
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falling into patient and proper hands to effe&
the work of reformatmm

&

SHOEING

1S a matter of fo much importance, that
it cannot be too clearly explained, or too ge-
‘nerally underftood, confequently creates no
furprife that fo many writers have conde--
fcended to offer their fentiments upon a fub-
_ject of fuch magnitude ; but it is to be feri-
oufly regretted, thofe opinions have been fub-
_mitted to public infpeétion in fo remote a
way, asapplies much more to the profefsional
- conceptions of individuals than the ftandard
of general comprehenfion.

The various differtations upon fthoeing, or
difeafes of the feet, have been in general too
{ublime in their lan guage and too much inter-
fperfed with anatomical difquifition and tech-
nical jargon, to acquire public patronage and
commendation ;5 to fuch inconfiftency alone
may perhaps be- juftly attributed théir con-
fignment to oblivion {o foon after pubhcatlom

A mi-
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- A minute and fcientific 1nvefhgation or ana-
tomlcal defeription of all the correfpondmg
parts, their actions, and effects, cannot be
the moft proper and confiftent method of
being clearly underftood by the very clafs or-
claffes of people particularly interefted in the
explanation. Ruftic Farriers and unedu-
‘cated grooms cannot, and GENTLEMEN will
not, embark in the dull and difagreeable tafk
of theoretic or practical difieétion, to difcovér
the feat and appropriation of the tendo Achil-
les, or the articulation of the coronary bones
nor do T confider it more neceflary for a gen-
.~ tleman to pafs through a ftudy of fhis kind
to afcertain a proper conditional method of
ordering his horfes to be thod, than to go
through a coutfe of anatomical leétures and
phyfical inquiries, becaufe, like the reft of
‘mankind, he is fubjeét to daily indifpofition.

- Abftrufe ftudy upon {o plain-a fubje& can
never be expected from all the claffes fo im-
medi;itely concerned, it thereforebecomesthe
province of the writer, to reduce his inftruc-
tions to fuch concife, undifguifed explana-
tion, and mode of plain reafoning on one

K S Jide,
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Jfide, as may requlre no uncommon powers
of comprehenfion on the ather. Authors are
too frequently vain of their own ablhtles, and -
feem to believe too much matter cannot be
introduced (however extrancous or digrefsive)
to give their works the appearance of elabo-
rate ftudy and profound erudition ; lofing the
fubject in an affeéted {ublimity of diction,
without adverting to the great numbers who
either with to acquire information by every
-pofsible means where the trouble of reading
can be avoided, or to obtain the purport of
their medical refearches by the moft fuperﬁ- ‘
cial and leaft expenfive inquiry.

The various animadverfions of different
writers under this head are cvidently too
clofely wrapped in the veil of obfcurity, and
feem purpofely addrefled much more to the
anatomical judgment of the fcientific Artift
and operative Farrier, than to the underftand-

~ings of the many, by whom we are to fup-
pofe it fhould be equally underflood. An ele-
gant arrangement of words, and ambiguity of
_exprefsion, may conftitute a joftmefs of file

more plcaf ng-to: the gentleman or the {cholar,
: " delight-
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delighting in a judicious difplay of polifhed
periods ; but in the prefent inftance is re-
quired fuch eafy flow of plain defcriptive
matter, as becomes perfectly applicable to
the inferior capacities proportiopably intc-
refted in its effeéts, who have not the leaft
right to be excluded their fhare of knowledge,
for the oftentatious introduétion of pedantic .
phrafeology.

Such conneéed chain of ufeful informa-
tion, divefted of obfcure references to remote
confiderations, (that ferve only to erect one
myftery upon the bafis of another) mutt cer-
tainly prove much more applicable‘to the in-
tentional purport of common conception and
general improvement -than the many la-
boured differtations whofe titles promife /o
much, and whofe learned contents communi-
cate fo little, at leaft, to be generally under-
{tood : under the influence of this imprefsion,
I have ever confidered fuch concife, plain,
intelligent advice, as will enable every gen-
tleman, {portfman, or traveller, to perceive
the necefsity of adapting the mode of thoeing
~ to the thape of his horfe’s foot, and the man-
K3 H . Her

-
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ner of his going, is all that can be required ;
to prevent bowing 1mphclt obedience to the
felf-fufficient diétation of every rural Vulcan,
who in genelal {peaks fuch ¢ an infinite deal
of nothing,” that it is equally difficult to
underitand as to b.,,é underftood.

Prekus to farther progrefs upon a fubje&t

we will endeavour to- treat with great plain-
nefs and perfpicuity, it becomes unavoidably
neceflary to take a flight furvey of the incon-
fiftent ground-work, upon which. the fabric
of fuch publicatiohs has been raifed; as
we may, perhaps, have occafion to intro-
duce fome few obfervations of practical re-
marks upon the pr opricty of their recommien-
-~ dations, which fhall neverthelefs be produced
with all pofswle delicacy to the different
writers, wifhing by no means to irritate their
feeling in the {upport of an oppofite opinion,
where an incumbent duty renders the mcul-
cation indifpenfable,

The inconfiderate carcer of fome pens, and
the invincible cacoéthes feribendi of others,
compel the i 1y oluntary ta{k of difquifition, to

plevent
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a new thought, or the leaft indicated know-
ledge of a new medicine. The utility of bark,
opium, antimony, and mercury, thofe grand
fupporters of the MATERIA MEDICA, feem
almoft unknown to himj; and that great bafis
of external application in modern pi'a&ice,
with its accumulation of valuable properties,”
the SaTurNINE ExtrAcT, he has never
once given proof of the moft fuperficial ac-
quaintance with. But what renders it ftill
more extraordinary, is, that out of {fo greata
number of pages, he has thought proper to
beftow upon the fubjeét of fhoeing, and all
the diforders, accidents, or infirmities, to which
the feet are liable, twelve only, including his
long and inoffenfive prefcripts for their miti-
gation or cure. 'However, as the circulation
of the book has been too contraéted and in--
fignificant ‘td gratify the wants, or eftablifh
the reputation of the writer, it will be but
an act of charity to contralt the remarks
alfo, Tubmitting both to their inevitable obli-
vion.

Another of not only longer ftanding, but
much greater effimation, hascondefcended to
2 afford
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afford a few more “ REFLECTIONS UPON
SuoeING Horses ;7 but, exclufive of its
beinga confefled tranflation (and confequently
entitled to little more refpect than hear-fay
coidence in a court of juftice) it is fo replete
with mechanical principles and mathematical
reafoning ; fo interfperfed with abftrufe refe-
rences and technical allufions to certain bones
and fendons, their motions and effects, that T
cannot reconcile the defeription as at all ap-
plicable to the intellectual,capacities of thofe
moftly concerned in the operative or fuper-

intending part of the procefs.

A third has produced what he denominated
“ A Treatife on the Difeafes and Lamenefs
of Horfes, \Vlth a proper method of Shoeing
in 0cncml ‘but whether from a want of
ﬁabdxty in his ewn dlfpoﬁtlon (or what other
motive T know not) he foon took a formal’
leave of the plincipql {ubjeét,-and entertained
his readers with a dance thro-ubl'rTurkev, the
defarts of Arabia, and a comparative furvey
of the whole ammal creation; omamentmor
almoft every page with various- Latin: quota-

tzons, as'an e\cr’cemen’c to the general Am-
provement
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to a certainty, the fyftem of “ SHorING IN
- GENERAL,” through every part of England.

~ The mechanical world at large ftand in
no need of information, that in all climates,
regions, countmes, and counties; there are
{pafsing under the denomination of gentle-
men) pofleflors of horfes, too mean and
mercenary ever to be obeyed, farther than
they can command by the inceflant fufpi-
cion and perfonal fatlgue of ocular demon-
firation ; whofe very fervants, -as well as
tradefmen, juitly hold them in fo much de-
teftation, and whofe conduct is fo inconfi/i-
_ently confifient, that it ferves only to ine
creafe the general odium of their characters,
(with the additional mortification of feeling
the weight of the opprobrium) without the
power or inclination to retrieve them.

- This univerfal refentment extends itfelf, -
in its-effe@ts, to his moft trifling concerns;
the fame diflike and indifference that fol-
low him in all other refpedts, atterrd him -
in this; the ﬁgmﬁcant appellation of “a
d—d bad one” is equitably beftowed upon
him by the domeftics under. his own T00f,

S - and
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~and' re-echoed from fervant to fmith,  and
Sfnith to Jervant 3 while the poor animal
becomes the fubjeét of pafsive obedience 3
- for'whether well or ill_fhod, prz’clced. or lamed,
is a matter of indifférence to all parties ex-
cept the owner, who being thus acknow-
ledged fo defpicable a charaéter, no one feels
for his difquietude or misfortunes, but ex-
ultingly exclaims, that what’s too b(ld for
dnother 1s too good for him,

Such charaéters as thefe are not the pro-
lific effect of a fertile imagination, but ex-
act pictures of objects the produce of every
foil. No gratification of ambition, no per-
fonal oftentation, can be indulged in the
prefent difcrimination, by arraigning the
diferaceful want of liberality in others, or
vainly endeavouring to extol my own: it
is, however, matter of the moift unfullied
exultation, that fuch accufation has never
been known to reach the hofpitable hall
of 2 SpoRTsMAN’s HapiTaTioN; their
univerfally admitted generofity, calculating
upon the principle of {felf-prefervation,
{taids much more in need of the curb
than the ﬁ)ur, the general tenor of every

purfuit
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~ tain the moft trifling injury under the hands -
of the SmiTH, nor ever a horfe plated but
'What ploved a winner.

The triﬁinc attention, the humane bene-
faction' of a cooling beverage to allay thirft
in the excefsive heat of fummer, or the
falutary interpofition of an invigorating cor-
dial to encounter the extreme feverity of
froft or fnow in winter, are offices of kiﬁd-
nefs that in their vifible effets upon the
hand and hammer, infure, beyond a doubt, |
the fafety of the horfe and the reputation
of the owner. The philanthropic influence
of “ doing as you would be done unto,”
is repaid with the moft flattering intereft;
the fame care and attention beftowed upon
the feet in fhoeing, are extended in general
tendernefs to the fafety of the whole frame
upon all other profefsional occafions; if

refra@ory or vicious, he is foothed by kind-
~ nefs, not provoked by wviolence; in fhort,
whatever fatigue enfues, whatever difficulty
occurs, the execution is cheerfully com-
pleated, with a retrofpeétive reference to
the perfevering hofpitality of the MASTER,
who living in an unvaried fcene of “uni-
‘ 1 ‘ : ve;fal
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with the emphatical accompamment of
“ fland fiill and be d——d 1o ye,” when
thifting and uncafy under the operation of
thoeing ; a circumftance that during a cer--
tain feafon of the year, is frequently occa-
fioned by flies only, and confequently to be
removed with very little trouble either to
the animal, or his more inveterate pe;fe;

cuior.

This delineation may ferve as an _epitome
of the many injuries {uftained from fimilar
aéts of injuftice, the true Caufes of which
are never difcovered or known but to the
inhuman perpetrators : from fevere blows
with inftruments of this kind (as hammer,
pincers, blood-ftick, &c.) frequently ori-
ginate lamenefs in various parts, tumors,
formation  of matter, wounds, exfoliations,
with others too numerous and probable for
enumeration; all or either of which, are
generally attributed to-a different caufe, oL
defeét in the conftitution, and treated accor-.
dingly. Injuries to the eyes and diflodge-
ment of the fecth are,- however, among the
moft common evils of this kind 5 which are

in general tolerably reconciled to ‘the too
: great
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great credulity of the owner, by the phu-

fible fiction of the experienced adept in im-
poﬁtlon, who is always prepared to report
one the. effeét of a kick, the other a bite.

Dangerous as thefe practices are to horfes of
any age or qualifications, they are doubly fo

to young ones; for a degree of feverity and

ill ufage at their firft and- fecond thoeings

very frequently fixes in the difpofition an ha-

bitual averfion to Sm1THS, and a reluctance

. in approaching their fhops, never after to be

obliterated by any means whatever; and how~

ever opinions may clath upon the {ubjeét of

extreme feverity to horfes, T thall continue

to perfevere in the truth of my former affer-

tion,—if they are innately timid, vicious, or
reftive, unconditional v1olence alone will
never make them better.

Having found it unavoidable to introduce
remarks that are not only evidently con-
neéted with, but neceffary to ufher in the
fubje@, we now proceed to fuch fuperficial
knowledge of the operative part, as it is
abfolutely requifite every perfon fhould be
in poflefsion of, who wifhes to underftand
and retain the power to dire¢t a method of

Vor. J1. L fhoeing,
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thoeing, beft adapted to the foot and aéhon
‘of his own horfe. T never confidered it at
all neceflary that a gentleman, {portfman,
tradefman, or traveller, is to commence
blackfmith in theory, and go through the
rudiments of the trade to promote his inten-
tion ; that has hitherto been the fyftematic
mode of tuition : but when it is conﬁdetéd ;
how very few will enter a wide ficld of
abftrufe ftudy, to comprehend what he is told
1s a proper method of fhoeing his hor/é, itean
create no furprife that it has been attended
with fo little fuccefs.

My conception of the neceffary know-
ledge is unequivocally this: although every
SMITH in profefsional etiquette may be
deemed an artifi, T defy the force of logic
ufelf to render every artift a comjurer; and.
as there muft inevitably remain among the
collateral defcendants from VuLcaN (as in
moft other peofefsions) fome prodigies of
brightnefs, who, incapable of diftinguifhing
right from wrong, Jhoe ome horfe as they fhoc
another, or, in plainer Englith, /fioe all alike’;
fuch difcrimination becomes palpably ufeful,

as will enable the owners to- give ‘condi-
~ : tional
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txonal direétions for the eafe and fafety of his
horfe, without relying entirely upon thofe
who will frequently be found to poflefs httle
© OF NO _]udgment at all.

The greater part of thofe writers who
have favoured the public with a communi-
cation of their fentiments upon this fubjeét,
{eem extravagantly fond of an idea borrowed
from antiquity, and transferred from one to
another, upon the pra@icability .of horfes
travelling the road, and doing their conftant
work without any fhoeing at all : {uch ceco-
nomical plan may be admirably calculated
for the theoretical journey of fome literary fpe-
culatift, up two or three pair of {ftairs'in a re-
mote corner of the metropolis; but I will
venture to affirm, no fuch excurfion can take
place of any duration, without material in-
jury to the Hoor, unlefs to the high bred
horfes of authors, many of whom enjoy their
journies, as Bajazet enjoyed his cruelty, only
“IN IMA(_},INATI;)N.”

One of thefe (OsmER) has introduced his
remarks with the following rhapfodical ex-
poftulation : : : j
! 9 ¢ When
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“ When time was young, when the earth
was in a ftate of nature, and turnpike roads as
yet were not, the horfe needed not the af-
fiftance of this artift; for the divine Artift
had taken care to give his feet fuch defence
as it pleafed him ; and who is weak enough
to fuppofe his wifdom was not fufficient to
the purpofe in fuch a ftate '

He then proceeds to juftify an opinion,
that horfes are adequate to their different
fervices in a ftate of mature without the offi-
cious obtrufions of ar¢; venturing to affirm
" that they ¢ will travel even upon the turn-
pike roads about London, without injury to
their feet.” . I avail myfelf of the prefent
opening to difclaim every idea of attacking
the remarks or opinions of others, from a
motive of intentional oppofition, or to in-
dulge a vein of fatire, that affertions fo
cynically fingular and extraordinary naturally
excite ; and fhall therefore introduce upon
the prefent occafion no other reflection than
a certain fenfation of furprife, that he did
not infinuate the palpaple fuperfluity or lux-
ury of fhoes and flockings to the natives of our
own country, particularly when even the

Sfair
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fuair fer of many neighbouring 'kingdoms.
convince us they can walk equally upright
without. ‘ |

- In farther confirmation of the belief he
wifhes to eftablith, he fays, ¢ we may every
day fee horfes, mares, and colts running
about upon all forts of ground unthod, and
uninjured in their feet.” . This is certainly
a truth too univerfally known even to be
queftioned ; but by no means to be fo far
ftrained in its confiru@ion as to be rendered
applicable, in ‘a comparative view, to the
ftate of working horfes upon hard or ftony
roads, where the conftant friction in riding,
or the fulcrum in drawing, muft inevitably
prove injurious, if not totally deftruétive to
the foot in general ; producing fund-cracks,
thrufh, bruifes of the frog, formations of mat-
ter, and other infirmities, as is very fre-
quently the cafe, (when a fhoe has been for
{ome time caft unobferved by the rider ;)
conftituting a blemifh or defect in the {ub-
je&t never to be retrieved. Mares and colts
or horfes turned out to grafs without fhoes,
are generally kept upon low, moift, or marthy

1543 ground,
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ground, admirably adapted to preferve the
foot in a growing ftate of perfection ; the
cafe is exceedingly different, and will bear no
‘parallel with horfes of the above defcription;
nor can I hefitate to believe, but the abfolute
necefsity of fubflantially guarding the foot,
1s too well eftablithed, by immemorial expe-
rience, tobe at all fhaken by the introduc-

tion of any new opinions upon that part of
the {ubje&t. i :

I muft, toavoid a mifconception of ‘my
purpofe, before I proceed, confefs my obli-
gation as an individual, to the memories
of thofe gentlemen who have formerly at-
tended to and written upon this head, with
a defire to improve it for the promotion of a
general good ; and am forry a total want of
pafsive pliability in my own pen, will not
permit me to adhere to the « good old: cuffom”
of implicitly tran{mitting to fucceeding gene-
rations, the immaculate purity of their dic-
tations, without prefuming to introduce an
- opinion of my own. i

“ Learn to do well by others harm” is
an axiom of too much excellence to be ob-
literated
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literated from a memory replete Wlth obfer-
vant advantages arifing from refleétion. If
I could become fo fubfervient to the fathion-
able impulfe of literary ambition as to ex- -
- peét to be generally read, and after {uch

reading to be generally underfiood, I might

enjoy much pleafure in going over the de-

fCllptIVC confirmation of the bones, tendons,

~ the inner ﬂqﬂz y, and the outer Lorny fole, the

~ frog, and crufi or hoof, with their different
appropriations ; but having the moft indif-

putable reafon to believe, that very abfirucity

of reafoning, and myfterious®introduétion of

technical terms, have ina great degree pre-

vented the reading of publications upon this

fubject, I thall (in carneft hope of laying juft

claim to fuperior attention) defcend, like the

orator in one of the celebrated Foote’s

comedies, ¢ to the vale of common fenfe,

that I may be the better underftood.”

It has been the fecondary confideration
of thefe fpeculative writers, or theoretical
{portfmen, (fui)poﬁng a perfeverance in the
cuftom of fhoeing not to be abolithed upon
the power of their pexfuafions) to propa-

gate and re-echo a doctrine equally abfurd,
L 4 tending :
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tending to what they pretend to belicve, a
, proportional reformation in fome part of the
. operation ; viz. ¢ That the Jole and frog of
a horfe’sfoot need never be pared at all.
To take up as little of the reader’s time as
the nature of the obfervation will admit,
I fhall very much contra& what I with to
introduce more at large upon the inconfift-
ency of the declaration ; particularly, as
thefe r¢finements feem brought forward more
from a fcarcity of mattet, neceﬁ"any to com-
plete their arrangement of pages for the
prefs, than the’ leaft probable utility to be
derived from remarks {o erroneous in their
formation,

Says the author before-mentioned, in con- -
tinuation of  his aflertions, borrowed from
La Foffe, ¢ There is another reafon equally
obvious ; which is, that the wifdom of the
Creator intended this outer fole, and its ob-
~ duracy, as a natural and proper defence to
the inner fole, which lies immediately under
‘the other, between that and the bone of
the foot.” He then proceeds, ¢ If it be

afked, what becomes of the fole when not
pared ?
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pared f It dries, fepalates, and fcales away
In concife reply to this fublime juftification,
and very fimple explanation, I thould, in any
converfation with the writer, if he had not
paffed < that bourne from whence no travel-
ler returns,” have folicited a greater degree
of candour in ‘his opinion : whetherthe nails
were not furnithed fo our own frames by the
“ wifdom of the Creator as a natural and
proper defence” to parts of the moft exqui-
fite fenfibility ?'*And whether the exuberant
fuperflux, in conftant growth was never to
be reduced to the ftandard of mediocrity, till
every individual of the human fpecies became
a woluntary Nebuchadnezzar ; bacaufe, upon
the opinions of La Fosse, OsMER, and

others, it would be the gre'ltef’c prefumption
to fuppofe « the divine Artift”” had left any
part of his works the leaft room for rectifi-
cation ?

We might certainly introduce with pro-
priety, a fuccefsion of fimilies perfectly in
point to render the idea ridiculous ; refifting,
however, the great temptation to animadvert
upon palpable abfurdities, we come to the

proof
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proof of its  drying, fepmatmg, and fealing
away.” The faét is not literally fo, as may
be corroborated by any judicious obferver ac-
cuftomed to examine the feet of horfes with
the degree of accuracy and nice diftinétion,
neceflary to juflify or difprove any opinion that
may be promulgated for public inveftigation
or improvement. Itisamattertoowell known
to admit of momentary cavil, that the foot, by
being permitted to remain too long in its na-
tural ftate without reduction, acquires in its
feveral parts the apf;earanc‘e of deformity ;
the hoof grows long, narrow, and weak ; the.
Jole, as he fays, feparates, (but in part enly)
and comes away in PARTIAT SCALES, leaving
a rough, hard, uneven furface of cawvities and
pnyeclzons, the frog becoming bruifed, rag-
ged, and putrefied, even to different degrees
* of lamenefs. This being the exaét reprefen-
tation of a foot left to growth in a rude and
unimproved ftate, the propriety or impro-
priety of judicioufly paring each part, to pro-
mote a correfponding firmnefs, and preferve
the neceffary uniformity, can never become
the fubj(,& of difputation, but among thofc

whofe intellectual facultxes are abforbed 1n
| fuch
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fuch an abundant flow of imaginary matter,
as to render practical . refearches and ocu-
ar demonftration ‘too infignificant for the

condefcending inquiries of {uperior under-
~ ftandings.

Prevxous to-a defcnptlon of the different
 kinds of feet, at leaft the quality or texture
of their fermation, and the mode of sfog-
ING beft adapted to each; a few words may
be properly introduced upon the many horfes
rendered temporary cripples by the injudici-
ous or improper mode of forming or fetting
a ihoe, without a relative confideration to the
ﬂzape or make of the foot, or the Jize and
action of the horfe. What renders the cir-
cumftance ftill more extraordinary is, that
this error in judgment fo conftantly happens
without the leaft difcovery by either owner
or operator in their frequent furveys and
tedious confultations; and I am the more
fﬁengthelled in my confirmation of this faét,
by the repeated inftances where the ceremo-
nies of embrocating with thofe Vulcanian
Jpecifics, origanum and tizrpentine, have been
Pperfevered in (even to the als of BLISTER-

: ING
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186 and RowELLING) till by my defire t/e
Shoe has been taken off, when the caufe Bés
been inftantly difcovered and nnmedlately
removed.

This 1s- a circurhftance that I doubt
not has fo frequently happened in the re-
membrance of every reader ‘of experience,
it can ftand in no need of farther illuftra-
tion ; we therefore proceed to fuch' deferip-
tion of the exterior parts immediately con-
cerned in the operation of thoeing, as upon a
{uperficial furvey meet the eye of every in-
~ Ipector. Thele are, firft, the bottom or lower

edge of the Hoor, fuuoundmcr the whole
extremity of the foot, not only as a fafe-
guard and general defence againft external
injuries, but is the direét part to which the
{hoe is {cientifically fixed, to effeét the pur-
pofes for which it was generally intended.
Secondly, the /orny or OUTER SOLE, CoO-
vering the entire bottom of the foot, except .
the Froc, which is fituate in the centre,
(pafsing in a logitudinal dire¢tion from heel
to toe) and forms by its elafticity the ful-

crum, Or expanding bafis of the tendon,
: 4 upon
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upon wheh the very S8ion of the hmfe de-
‘ pends. ~ :

: Thefe are the external parts appearing

upon the furface, that prefent themfelves
to the {petator,-and conflitute in general all
that he is fuppofed or required to know ; re-
mote confiderations and operative confe-.
- quences appertaining much more to the pro-
fefsional knowledge of the ArTisT than any
acquired information of the QwNER.

Perfectly convinced that every man may
j'udic\iouﬂy’fuperintend, or properly direé the
fhoeing of his horfe, in a manner evidently
adzil)ted to ‘his foot, fize, tweight, purpofe,
and manner of going, without the ill-accord-.
ing intervention of an abftrufe fludy very
little attended to, (however claborately urwed)
I forbear impofition upon pubhc patience,
by any attempt to introduce an imitation or
oblique copy of anatomical defcuptwe, {o
accurately delineated and defcribed in the
copper-plates and references of Giesox and
BarTLET, with, I am forry to fay, /o litile
Juceefs 5 if I may be allowed to explain, by

_ : : i
2



B8 SHOLINGC

an opinion that the forriers them{elves, a very
inferior proportion excepted, feem to have
imbibed no additional knowledge in equef-

trian anatomy, from ftudies fo laudably ex-
erted and clearly explained.

We come next to an explanation of the
different kinds of feet, as they appear in dif-
ferent fubjeéts in their natural ftate. Thefe
may be defined under three diftinét heads:
the thort, found, black, fubftantial hoof; the
thallow, long, weak, white, brittle hoof ; and
the deep, lax, porous, Jpongy hoof. Of thefe,
the firft is fo evidently fuperior, that unlefs
by improper orunfair treatment, it hardly ever
becomes the fubje@ of difeafé. The next
is carefully to be avoided in the purchafe if
pofsible, not only on account’ of their being
more {ubjeét to corns than any other, but in-
dicative in a great degree of conftitutional
delicacy in either horfe or mare, they not
being fo well enabled to bear hard work or
conftant fatigue. The laft of the three isfo
equally inferior to the firft, that from a variety
of caufes it is frequentlv produétive of incel-

fant attention, anxiety, dlfeafe, and lamencfs.
' H"mncf
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Having taken a view of the kinds of
"vfeet that conﬁantly pafs: thxough the hands

of the Smite in his daily praétice; and
knowing the various ftates and forms in

Wthh they become fubjeét to his infpec-

‘ txon, it 1s abfolutely mmpofsible, in all that

ever has l/een written, or can be advanced, to
) ]ay down celtaln and invariable rules for the ‘
exa& management of this, or the dire&
treatment of that particular foot, without a
conditional reference to the Judicious eye
and  difcretional hand of the Owwner or
OPERATOR. It' muft prove palpably clear
to every enlightened inquirer, that no opinion
or directions fir zclly infallible can be commu-
nicated through the medium of the prefs, ap-
plicable to every particular purpofe, without
proportional contribution from the ]udoment
of the parties concerned, to give the ground
work of conditional 27gfozmatwn its proper
effect.

Such 1nﬁru810ns, however, accurately de-
fcnbed muft unavoidably remain {ubjeét to
contingent deviations, regulated entirely by
the ftate of the foot and circumftances of the

B — cafe ; -
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cafe; in a multiplicity of which, fo many
unehpe&ed variations occur, as render one
fixed mode of fhoeing abfolutely impraética-
ble with every kind of horfe, notwithftanding
" what may have been hitherto advanced from
SUPPOSED HIGH AUTHORITY to the con-
trary.

There are, neverthelefs, fome general rules
in the proper fyftem of fhoeing and preferv+
ing the feet, not eafily to be miftaken by folly
or perverted by ignorance, that thall be fub-~
mitted to confideration before we take leave
of the {ubjeét before us; previous to which,
fome part of M. LA Fosse’s obfervationss
fo ftrenuoufly recommended by BARTLET,
become well worthy the attention of every
gentleman or {portfman, who may wifh to
.afsift his judgment in the inquiry, and enable
himfelf to decide impartially, upon the pro-
priety or impropriety of having his hofe thod
upon principles that have ftood hitherto in-
controverted, from a fear (I fufpect) of ar-
raigning authorities, the dread of whofe names
may have deterred many practitioners of emi- -

nence from fo defirable a purpofe.
I have

258 3 - e
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T have more than once afferted my determi-
nation to interfere as little as pofsible with the
opinions or inftruétions of former writers, but
where it became unavoidably neceflary to
eftablifh an oppofite opinion, or corroborate
a fact.: Itisa matter of fome furprife that
-authors of eminence, who are naturally fup-
pofed to be “ armed at all points,” thould be
~ fo incautioufly off theirguard, as tocontradict
- themfelves in the very aét and emulation of

conveying tuition to others. I have given a
moft firiking inftance of this error in my
former volume, upon the inadvertency of
OsMmER, who repeatedly fays, with the great-
¢/t confidence and feeming belicf, *“ Tendons -
are unelaftic bodies;” and frequently, in the
fame or the very next page, tells you, ¢ the
tendon was elongated.” 1believe fuch affertion
“is of a complexion too paradoxical to require
from me the moft trifling elucidation. ;

"Pafsing over thlS privilege of aut/wrs with
no other remark than bare remembrance, I
‘comedireétly to theanalyzation of as palpable
a profefsional contradiétion broached by La
FossE, and given to the public by BART-.

LET, in the true {pirit of implicit and en-
Nbr. TL M : thufiaftic
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thufiaftic obedience. - Thefe Gentlemen have

~ in fuccefsion, after going over (as before ob-

{erved) a great deal of unneceflary ground,
totally unintelligible to the fporting worid,
endeavoured to convince us, that paring the
Jfole or frog is not only unneceflary, but ab-
{olutely prejudicial; for, fay they, to efta-
blith a credulous confirmation of their erro-
neous conjecture, if you pare away the fole
or frog in any degree, the more you pare,
the farther you take from the ground the
fupport of the tendon, which fo entirely de-
pends upon the elafticity of the frog.” If
any one perfon living could be found fo un-
expectedly ignorant as to pare the foot parti-
ally (that is, all behind and none before) {uch
effect might probably enfue; but furely no
rational obferver will attempt to deny or dif-
prove a palpable demonftration, that all parts
of the foot being equally pared, (thatis, the
HOOF, SOLE, and FROG) the centre of fup-
port and action muft be {ftill the fame.

But was it really as théy have faid; if
what they have fo learnedly advanced was
literally and jufily true, what do they im-

medlate]y do after this judicious and dicta-
torial
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torial decifion ? Why, firongly recommend,
with the full force of theoretic perfuafion,
the introduction of a mode of thoeing di-
rectly contradictory to the opinion juft re-
cited, that may be perfe&ly adapted to and
coincide with the fentiments of any writer
in the act of amufing himfelf, employing
the Pnnter, and deceiving the Public; but
can never be brought into general practice,
without perpetual hazard to the horfe, and
imminent danger to the rider. This is fo
perfe@ly clear, that I will go very far be-
yond bare literary affertion, and be bound -
to ftake both property and profefsional re-
putation, upon the certain failure of their
improved propofition of fhoeing, with what
they call their half-moon fhoe, with all its
boafted ‘advantages. A long chain of re-
marks in oppofition is by no means neceflary,
a very concife and candid inveftigation will
afford ample proof of their having reconciled
(in compliment to their patlont readers) as
 palpable contradiétions in defcription as
OsMmER, whofe ¢ unelaftic tendon” was im-
mediately after < elongat'ed.” : '

You are given to underftand (as I harve
M 2 : before
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before obferved) that in their Qplmon, af youf
‘pare the fole or frog, you prevent the heel
_of the horfe from commg into conftant con-
taé’c with the ground; and the tendon is de- ‘
‘prived of the elaftic afsiftance of the frog
to promote its e\panﬁon and contraction. -
"This ‘is at leaft the exact purport of -their
defcnptlon if not given in the very fame lan-
guage, and 1s very well entitled to the delibe-
rate attention of thofe who with to underftand
“accurately the ftate of the tendon (or back
finews) when in the Stebularian tongue they
are faid to be ¢ let down.” ’

Such a paring and hollowing out of the

- heel as they feem to deferibe, muft be a moft
unmerciful deftruétion of parts, and what I
believe can feldom happen in the prefent age,
unlefs in the remote and leaft improved parts
':of the kingdom. AConcluding, however, they
took only a conjeétural furvey of this mat-
ter, I muft beg leave to obferve, that im-
mediately after reprobating the idea of raifing
~the frog from the ground by paring, they
ftrenuoufly recommend a much more cer-
“tain method of producing- the very evil they
tell you they with to prevent. And this by
‘ : a raifing
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raifing all the fore part of the foot, with
< the half-moon fhoe, fet on to the mid-
'd'le'of'th'ehdof,'” not only foﬁning an irre-
gulér a11d§prétefnzttur’31 furface, but (by a
want of length and fupport at the heel) con-
{tituting an unavoidable chance of relaxing
the finews in the perpetual probability of |
their being extended beyond the ela/tic power
; plefcubed’ by nature.

This diﬂ’erence of opinion becomes fo im-
mediately conneéted with a particular pafiage
in my former volume upon the fubject of
o /h ains,” that it is abfolutely neceffary to
quote a few lines for the better comprehen-
fion of the cafe before us; for I have there
{aid, ¢ 7Ty render this idea fo clear that
it cannot be mifunderftood, let us fuppofe
that a horfe is going at his rale, and in fo
doing his toe covers a prominence, or the
edge of one, where the heel has no fup-
port, it confequently extends the tendons
beyond the diftance afforded by nature, and
inftantly continues what is c*l]led a letting
down of the back finews,” a circumfitance
that conftantly happens upon the turfin run-

NS ning
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ning for a heat, and the horfe is then fald to
have ¢ broken down.”

This defcription comes fo dn'ec’il,y in pomt
with the fhape and ftate of the horfe’s foot
in their mode of fhoeing, that the horfe muft
be at all times liable to fudden lamenefs,
and more particularly at the rifing of every
hill, where his foot would be exaély in
the fituation by which I have defcribed ftrains
to be acquired. Every reader at all ac-
quainted with, or having even a tlerable
idea of the anatomical ftructure of the leg
and foot by taking a comparative view of
the mode of fhoeing récommended, and the
evident manner of fuftaining an injury in the
back finews, as they are termed, will be
{ufficiently enabled to decide upon the con-
JSiftency of the propofed plan, and, I flatter
myfelf, enough convinced of the danger, to -
coincide with me in opinion, that a horfe
fhod in this manner, to cover a hilly coun-
try either in a journey or the chace, muft
inevitably fall dead lame from a relaxation
of the tendinous parts; or, even in a low
flat country, become fo exceedingly weary

from a want of proper fupport for the heel,
: that
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that he could never be able to go through
a fecond day’s fatigue thhout an alteration
in his favour.

j Eﬁabli{hing thisas a fa& not to be con-
troverted by the fallacious effect of fpecu-
lative rumination, and perfeétly convinced
neither entertainment nor utility can be de-
rived from ' farther tedious explanatory re-
marks and obfervations upon the inconve-
niencies of fuch mode of thoeing, as well as
the numerous difficulties not to be furmounted
if inadvertently - encountered, I.thall only
flightly infinuate the abfolute impofsibility of
hunting or travelling (particularly in the
rainy feafons) in various hilly er chalky
parts of the kingdom, without the accumu-
lated probabilities of lamenefs to the horfe,
continual danger to the rider, and the inevi-
table certainty of bruifing the heel and frog to
a degree of difeafe, which muft prove the re-
fulting evil even upon the flatteft and beft
turnpikes; but in the rough and ftony roads,
or ftrong and dry hard clays, {uch events
may be expeéled as totally unavoidable.

Bidding adieu to a mode of fhoeing calcu-
M 4 lated
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lated only for the foft al%;dg artificial floor-
ing of a FRrENcH RipiNG ScHOOL, we
come to fuch confiderations as are adapted
to the ftate of our own roaas, the cuftoms
of our country, and the intelle¢tual facultics
of thofe to whofe fcientific fkill the mallcas
‘bility of the metal, the important ufe of the
butteris, the judicious formation of the fhoe,
and the equally decifive direction of the nail,
are univerfally entrufted. = Adverting for a
moment to the before-mentioned allufion to
OsMER’s obfervation upbn thefe men, who
fay, < they do not want to be taught,” it
is very natural to {uppofe, from the profef-
fional knowledge they fhould have acquired by
- ftriét attention and fteady experience, that
they caNNor “ want to be taught;” but
that their judgment, founded upon the beit
bafis, manual art, and ocular infpection,
oucHT To BE much fuperior to any theo-
retical inftruétions that can be obtruded or
enforced. Under that perfuafion, and feel-
ing for thofe few who have induftrioufly
rendercd them{elves adequate to all the diffi-
culties of the trade, I feel no furprife that
fuch {fpirited e‘ipoﬁulations {hould be made,

as muft frequently happen in reply to many
pedantic
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| pedfmhc ecmfequentml pretenders, who by
their futile remarks and tgnorant infi ructwn,
exc;tethe jealous irritability of men; who,
confcious of their own ability and integrity,
poffefs' (like Hotfpur) too much innate {pirit
and perfonal courage to be perpetually pef-
tered by ¢ a popping jay.”

It has been before obferved, that many
horfes have undergone various operations for
Juppofed lameneffes in different parts, when
TIME, and the lucky interpofition of a ju-
dicious opinion, have difcovered the caufe
to be « (where it is too feldom accurately
fearched for) in the foot. Lamenefs of this
defeription proceeds in oreknenl from fome one
orother of the followmo' caufes : the nail
holes for the faﬁcmno of the thoe to the foot
being inferted too far from the outer edge,
in the web of the fhoe, and confequently,
~when tightly clinched, bearing too hard u”por_x
the flethy edge of the inner fole, conftitutes
a preternatural comprefsion upon the internal
parts and confequent 1mped1ment to eafe or
action. ‘

Another caufe exceedingly common, (when
g ST the
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the horfe is faid to be pricked in thoeing) is
the oblique direction of a nail, which, taking
an improper and inverted courfe, either per-
forates, or in its progrefs preffes upon the
inner fole, punéturing fome of the foft parts,

- thereby producing certain lamenefs : which,
not immediately difcovered, tends to inflam-
mation, that too often terminates in a remote
formation of matter conftituting a cafe of the
moft ferious confequence. ~

A third caufe 1s the inconfiftent method of
forming the web of the fhoe too wide for
the foot of the horfe, and raifing it fo much
or hollowing it out all round the inner edge,
as to give 1t a palpable converity when fixed
to ‘the hoof. By this convexity round the
inner edge of the web, the fupport becomes
unnaturally partial, and even in the conftant
weight of the horfe only (without recurring
to action) conftitutes an oppofition to its ori-
ginal purport; for the invariable preflure
upon the curved part of the fhoe only muft
raife in the furrounding parts fuch a propor-
tional counteradion, that the harder the horfe
bears in action upon a hard fuxjface, the more

muit every motion tend to force the very nails
: from



SHOEINGY i
from their hold, but that the clinches prevent
their being withdrawn: in this flate the horfe,
though not abfolutely lame, limps in perpe--
tual uneafinefs, till the clenches of the nails
are fo relaxed as to bring the centre nearly to
“a level with the reft of the foot, where it
frequently forms an additional caufe to the
original ill, by coming into clofe contaét with
the fole, which prefsing upon with any degree
of feverity, occafions a flight lamenefs that
becomes immediately perceptible.

Another very common caufe of Jamenefs -
with horfes of this defcription originates in-
the thoes being formed 0 fhort and narrow
at the heel, by which means, in lefs than a
.week’s conftant wear, the hoof (or “ cru/t,”
fome writers have termed it for the fake of
refinement) being alfo nerrow, the heels of
the fhoes make gradual imprefsion and con-
_ ftitute a palpable indentation upon the edge
of the fole dire@ly over its articulation with
the hoof, producing to a certainty, if perfe-

vered in, the foundation of corns, or a tem- '
porary lamenefs, thatis generall} removed by
 temoving the fhoe.

A few
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Y e addiional badt@%ﬁséhbﬂt ‘of infea
71101' confequence, refulting Tmii«anjudmous
thocing, may be Cofﬂiv{e]?y’ raﬁged under the
hieads of raifing the fLoes too high in the heels
without due difcrimination, throwing the fete
lock joint into a diftortive pofition ; corns dll
treated or horfes ill fhod, to oceafion the im-
perfection of cutting either before or behind,
- an evil arifing much more from want of pro- -
fefsional accuracy in the operator, than any
abortive effort in the- procefs of NATURE.
Thefe are, however, merely fuperficial incon-
‘veniencies to be remedied by fuch attention
and circum{peétion as no one friendtothe anis’
mal we treat of will ever refufe to beftow.

Rules for the prevention or cure of thefe
are luckily calculated by their brevity for
communication or retention. The heels of
horfes fhould never be artificially raifed only
i exaét proportion to the ftate of their feet,
the feafon of the year, ‘and their manner of
going, not without fome additional reference’
to the road or country they gener ally travels’
all which every Smita of the lealt emi-’
nence thould perfeétly underftand fr om prac-

tical mperzcncc, “without a Iono table of con-
: dltlonal



ditional inftructions to fix a criterion, which
muﬁ, after all the fpeculative matter or ex-
perimental knowledge that canbe introduced,
be regulated by the exercife of his own pro-
fefsional penetration, or the perfonal fuper-
intendance of thofe, whofe inftructions it
muﬁ_be his ‘int«ereﬁv to obey..

CorNs, in general occafioned much mdre
by the unobferved firiGture of the Jhoe (as
before deferibed) than any defe¢t in nature,
_are not {ufficiently attended to in their earlieft
ftate for fpeedy obliteration ; but permitted
to acquire by time and continuance of the
caufe, arigid callofity before the leaft attempt
- is made for extirpation ; during which inat-
tention they become fo inflexibly firm in their

bafis, that they are not eafily to be eradicated,
though great care and perfeverance will greatly
afsift their m;txgqtnon, if not enhrely eﬁabhfh ,
their cure.

ks ‘The,beﬂ and moft confiftent method ::lS to
reduce it with the drawing knife, as much as-
the extent of the corn and the depth of the
fole will admit, obferving not to exceed the

bounds of difcretion in penetratmg the horny
: pa ik & fole
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Aole too deeply, rendering, by a ttep of Imprig-
dence, the remedy worfe than the difeafo.
-When it is thus reduced as much as the flate
‘of the corn and the texture of the foot will
juftify, let the entire deftruction of it be at-
tempted by the occafional application ofa few
drops of il of wvitriol over its whole furface:
or its rapidity of growth reftrained by the af-
fiftance of GOULARD’s extract of faturn, trau-
matic (commonly called Friar’s) balfum, cam-
phorated {pirits of wine, or tin¢ture of myrrh.

This being performed, if the vacuum is
large or deep from whence the fubfiance has
been extradted, and the operator has been
under the necefsity of nearly peforating the
outer fole, fo as to be produétive of additional
tendernefs to the original caufe of complaint ;
care muft be taken to prevent the infinuation
of extrancous fubftances of different kinds,
as ftones, gravel, dirt, or fuch other arti-
cles as may very much irritate and injure
the part. This 1s beft effe¢ted by plugging
up the cavity with a pledget of tow, firft
hardening the furface well with one of the
before-mentioned {pirituous applications ; re-

membering not to infert the tow too clofely to
5 deftroy

y @



S HOETNGH s
' aeﬁroy its elafiic property, formmg a hardnefs
from its abundance, that may painfully prefs

e—upem the tender part it is deﬁgned to defend.

sulduh a;s%long bee,n an eﬁabh{hed pra&xce
aft r.drawing « corn ; an injury fuftained in
any; part C of the /oof, caufing a partial defect
or agdxfg:@fed ftate of the frog, as inveterate
thrufh, &c. to protect the part with a bar-/hoe
formed and adapted to fuch purpofe; this is
certamly a conditional fecurity, but there is
ftill a fpace between the foot and the floe to
receive and retain any {ubftance, that may be--
come injurious by its lodgment and painful
preffure as before-mentioned. To prevent
the pofsibility of which T thould always re-
commend (in cafes that require it) the infinu-
ation of a fufficient quantity of tow to fill up
the interftice ; and that its retention there -
might be rendered a matter of greater cer-
tainty, it thould be well impregnated with a
portion of diachylum with the gums, firft melted
over the fire ; this will not only fill up the
opening with neatnefs (properly manag ged) but
form a bolfter of eafe to the part, and exclude
to a certainty the admifsion’ of articles we

have juft defcribed. .
The



fi'hg ot hmfes is in general attri-
'buted to fome 1mplopuety in th&aa mode of

by vely dlfferent means; Hmfes,f 3
frequently injure themf{elves when i
and repeated journies they becon 5
and though of great {pirit and bottom,l com-
pulfively fubmit to the power of .exhauﬁcd:
nature ; when hardly able to get one foot be-
“fore the other, it can Cl‘G’Ite no furprife that
they feel it 1mpof51ble to proceed in equal di-
rection, but move their limbs in the moft ir-
regular manner, warping and twifting, as if
‘their falling muft prove inevitable at every
fuccefsive motion. In fuch ftate of bodily
“'debilitation,  injuries of this kind are un-
doubtedly fuftained, and too often by the in-
advertency or inexperience of the rider or
driver, fuppofed to arife from fome imper-
fection in the operation of thoeing, which in
this inftance is no way _cant:erned. :

g 1s not fo in others, where the fthoe be-
ing formed too wide for the hoof, or with a

projecting {weep at the heel, (particularly in
3 = horfes,






and thhErs as much below -
certamty of all themi'iﬁ;hes
a very few days ufe by the we
of the hox:,fe, which on the i i i
' foot conttitute the evil to a de I
rity with horfes that go cloi'e,
permitted to remain long in fuch ﬁate unat
tended to. Upon expoﬁulat;on,_ you are told,
¢ this is 2 matter of no inconvenience; that
they will foon be worn down and become
equal.” If fuch affertion was to be admitted
without oppofition refpecting the irregularity
of the furface, and diftortive pofitions of the
foot, it by no means affeds the certainty. of
rendering the clinches not only evidently
‘injurious in the degree before recited, but of
lLittle utility (after a few. days‘. wear) in fe-
curing the fhoe in the,@mtion it was ougl- %
nally placed ' - j st

f y
This is a circumf{tance fo exeeedingly clear,

that every rational obferver, poflefsing a defire
: ' ; to












clr&umf pe&:on.

That fuch hazard may bﬂ the better
avoided, it will be found an infurance of-
fafety, to advance the front nails nearer to
-the extremity of the ToE, ‘where the feat
of infertion is much wzder, and bring the
hinder nails farther from the points of the
. mEBL, where it is not only directly the re-
verfe, ‘but {ometimes too narrow to admit
of the infertion without danger. Andin all
. cafes when "horfes are remarkably full and
fleth footed, with a heel_exoeed-ing‘ly' Narrow,
it is certainly the fafeft method to let them
be fhod with the nails entirely round the
front of the foot, omitting their infertion in
a proportional degree behind. :

La Fosse, echoed by BARTLETT, con-
‘demns the cuftom of turning up the fhoe at
the heels, upon the before-mentioned objec=
tion of its ¢ removing the frog to a greater:
" diftance from the ground, by which the
tendon will be inevitably ruptured;” but

could they now become f{pectators of the
hundxcda



preclude the peﬁzbzlty of the frogs tom:king
the ground, to fupport fuch elafticity, they
might be convinced what little refpeét fuch
affertion muft be held in, under a demon-
ftration exceeding all contradiélion. Nor is
this retrofpective. remark brought forward
upon any other motive, than to juftify the
great confiftency and fafety of judicioufly
raifing the heels of the fhoes, to defend frogs *
that have been bruifed, or are naturally de-
fective, and heels that are flat and narrow; as
well as to infure the fafety of the rider, and
‘prevent the {lipping of horfes, which muft
otherways become inevitable in rainy feafons
upon chalky roads or hilly countries,

Adverting once more to their promulga-
tion upon ¢ the inconfiftency of ever paring
the fole or frog,” I muft avail myfelf of the
prefent opening to make one addition to my
former obfervations upon that part of the
fubjeét ; recommending it to the attention
of every breeder, to make occafional infpec-
tions of the feet eyen when yearlings, and
 their progrefsive gradations, to prevent

N 4 - their’






























uatwn ef humoum, ,
bhject immediately un-
onfultations and a long
nes to eradicate;

The fliffnefs of the joints, the fwelling
of the legs, the feverity of the ;p.r;ac'_ks, the
frequency of the thruth, th _contraction of
the hoofs, and the difficulty of refplratlon,
are all fo evidently the refulting effects of =
deftructive fituation and erroneous manage-
ment, that to the fporting world alone, lite=
rary definition would be deemed fuperfluous;
but to that infinity of JuveENILE EQuEs=
_TR*:"NS, who are ¢ daily rifing to our
view,” and wonder, © why their horfes, that
_hey keep at fo mach expenfe, are unlike
“moft others they meet in their rural excur-
fions,” fuch explanation becomes matter of

indifpenfable necefsxty '
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' hute }':all the 1IIs we

that fuch affertion m¢
“to proper weight in the
let it be firft reme
fituation T allude tc ‘ r Livi
in certain degrees of heat, not )ﬁ'beyorﬁ,
the flate required by nat,ure,, b_ut very far

“exceeding even the ftable temperature of

horfes in regular training for the turfo

That this may be the better underftood by

thofe whofe fituations in life have precluded
- the chance of fuch infpe&ion, and that
great body of readers in various and diftant -
parts of the lgi;ngdom;, who never have, and
pethaps never may make a furvey of public -
ftables in the metropolis, I think it necef~
fary to introduce an exact reprefentation ﬁf‘ﬁ
Syflematic inconfiftency, perfectly ‘exculpated
- from even the flighteft {fufpicion of exagge-
ration. As I have repeatedly obferved, and
it is univerfally admitted, there is no rule |
without fome exceptxon fo the followmg’_
defcription may have ﬁ;me, but vERY FEW
to boaﬁ ofsit & ‘

rrrrr
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he major part (particu-
“been a few mmiutés‘
, and ed for your admlfaxon)“, the
o&ﬁ@t@ﬂ?s aaémoy’tw ~nerves are inftantane-
oufly »afﬁaﬂeé’»ws«tﬁ the volatile effluvia of
dung and urine ¢, equal to the exhalatlon from
a ftock bott}e of hartthorn at the thop of
_any chemift in the neighbourhood. Here
you find from ten or twelve to twenty horfes,
ftanding as hot, and every crevice of the
ftable as clofely ftopped, as if the very ex-
ternal air was infectious, and its admifsion
muft inevitably propagate a contagion. Na-
turally inquifitive to difcover what irritating
caufe has laid fuch hold of your moft pro-
‘minent feature, you obferve each horfe ftand--
ing upon an enormous load of litter, that
by occafional additions (without a regular
“and daily removal from the bottom) has
acquired both the fubftance and property of j
amoderate hot-bed. ‘

- Thus furrounded with the vapours con=
 ftantly arifing from an accumulation of the
moft powerful volatile falts, ftand thefe poor
animals a kind of patient facrifice toignorance

» ‘md mdnfcretlon, and that the meafure of
g e - mxfery



thtion or dlfplay the opulefnoe of the owner,

than any intentional utility to"the horfe.

The fheet, quarter piece, breaft cloth, body
roller, and perhaps the hood, are all brought
~ forward to give proof of perfevering atten-
tention and unremitting induftry. < In this
ftate fuch horfes are found, upon critical ex-
amination, to be in an almoft perpetual lan-
guid perfpiration; fo ‘debilitated, deprefied,

and inactive, for want of pure air and regu-
lar exercife, that they appear dull, heavy,
. and inattentive, as if confcious of their i im-
prxfonment and bodily perfecution.

The cffect of this mode of treatment foon
becomes perceptible to the judicious eye of
obfervation; the:carcafe is feen unnaturally
{ull and overloaded, for want of thofe gra-
dual evacuations promoted by gentle mo-
tion; the legs fiwell, becoming ftiff and ,
tumefied, till nature, in her utmoft efforts
for extravafation, terminates in either cracks,

fcratclzes, gre(je, or fome one of the many
diforders



an impurity, vifcidity,
e blood. The hoofs, by
variably fixed to the conﬁa,nt
heat Ofﬁ‘thﬁ@ ‘accumulating dung before de-
fernbed acquires a degree of contraéhon in-
dicating hoof-bound lamenefs. The eyes
frequently give proof of habitual weaknefs,
in a watery difcharge from the continual it-
ritation of the volatile efluvia, the dilatation
and contraétion of the eye in fearch of light,
the heat of the body, &c. all tending to
conftitute a frame directly oppofite in health,
vigour, and appearance, to thofe whofe con-
dition is regulated by a very. dxﬁ"erent {yftem
of ftabularian management.

"The eviis arifing from this miftaken treat-
ment are only yet enumerated in part, being
thofe that evidently appear upon a fuperficial
" furvey of the ftables and their contents;
_others become dlfcermble upon bemgbmught
into acion. They-are certainly lefs enabled °
to encounter fatigue than any horfes in the
kmgdom from fo conftant an exiftence in
the abfolute fumes of a hot-bath, they never
‘can be expofed to the external air in,a cold,
wet, or winter. feafon, W1thout danaer ta

e , exery
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_ cwery part of tz [

pelled to the furface thfoévs at back'wpon
the cn:culau@m with’ wd@u‘bied force; where

nature bemg too much overloaded to admit

its abforption, it beeomes immediately fixed
“ upon the Eves or LUNGs," laying a very fub-
ftantial foundatmn of difeafe.and d;fqmea-
tude Henbeg il

‘Iff : fuch hotfe is put into firong exercife,

he foon proves himfelf inadequate to either

a long, or an expeditious journey; for whes

ther the bbdy is overburthened with weak

and ﬁatuleht"food and water at fetting out,

jaded with carly fatigue, to which he has
mot been ‘accuftomed, or debilitated with

: defcmbed the effect is nearly the fame. If
his j Journey is of any duration, or his exer-

|

the ftable difcipline we have fo mmute]_yff'

tions of any great magmtude, it is mo un-
common thing to find he has fallen fick,

lame, . or ured upon the road; and under
the worft -of curfes, a bad character, is fre-
quently fold to the firft bidder; under whofe

fyﬁematmé v
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Thns i‘&’w cmcamffance that hﬁppens fo\
very conftantly in the cqueftrian fluétuation
of fortune, and the affertion {o repeatedly
juftified by ocular demonftration and pracs
tical experience, that I ftand not in the

 leaft fear of a contrariety of opinions upon
{o confpicuous a part of the fubjeé’c <

¢ he 111 effets of the ﬁable trea’tment_
we have hitherto deferibed, would be ftill
‘more injurious did high feeding conflitute a
part of the fyftem we p‘refumé to condemn ;'
but a fuper-abundance of food is what I by
no -means place to the inconf; iflency of the
" ‘account. Prudence (divefted of felf-intere/t)
powerfully prompts the parties concerned,
to perceive the abfurdity of over-feeding
‘horfes whofe ftate fo little requires it. Sta-
ble keepers are not fo deftitute of PENE-
TRATION, as to be taught by me, the folly
of feeding horfes that « don’t work.” -OATs
are not only unneceffary but fuperfluous ; ha}’
0 4 % in



s not only of very little ‘expenfe and tmu-.

.cleng Qby a conftant
the appétm; will be.
receive PLENTY OF WATE

ble, but by expanding the. ﬁmm_g,and Ailling

 the flank, will afford to the city fportfman

”

and Szmday traveller, {ufficient proof that

isthe horfe Is amply fed .and “iwell . laolsed

after
<

Havmg fubmitted, to conﬁderatlon the re-
prefentation of Facrts, that neither the in-
terefted can, or the experienced will, at-
tempt to deny, I fhall (without much hope
~of effecting a reformation' where {o great-a
“variety of opinions arevconce‘rn'ed)' beg per-
mifsion to offer a few remarks, for the ats
tention of thofe who are, from the nature

of their fituations, unavoidably conneéted

with ftables of this defcnptlon, leaving the

4

more minute inftructions for the manage:

ment of hunters or road horfes, to be col-
Jected from the matter that will be hereaftcr

mtroduced under thofe heads.

The permc;ous propernes of foul air muﬁ :
: : he

Py

23



8¢ 'wzll become fub Ve&)
moft fuperﬁcxal eluc;gda-

fequenees, Weuld be to wrzte, quate and ani-
‘madvert a~volume -upon the fubjeé’t ‘which
isin fac of too much {cientific magnitude for
prefent dtfqulﬁtxon, in a publication that
promifes to be generally read, and it is in-
,tcnded thould be as generally underﬁood

b

Underpalpable conviétior of the numerous
';lls that may arife in dlﬂ'erent ways from air
fo very. much contaminated, and replete with
impurities, I am convinced no ope advocate

for, 1mpmvement can ratlonally objeét to the
adoption of VENTILATORS in all ‘public

;:‘ﬁables, ‘where the fituation'is inevitably con-
fined; as in . London, and other large cities,

where they muft unav01dab]y continue. ‘f(-f_
without the moft diftant Pxobablhty of reé :
ﬁcatwn.. TR TN 3’ b

The utility,v the bonvenience, the exhi,li-v
e a5 T rating



we il formed)ﬁs a matte
need of tedious recomme!

fore cannot be too forcibly i : ,
cheerful;’lY adOpted & ST e

Cleanlinefs is fo mdlfputably neceﬁ%u‘y to
‘health and invigoration, that it is matter of
furprife how fo palpable a fyftem of filth
could ever be permitted to ' pervade the
equeftrian receptacles of thofe who would,
no doubt, be exceedingly {hurt and offended
if they were to have the inconfiftencies of
their condu& perfonally demonftrated, and
be compulfively convinced they either donot
know or feem to cere any thing about the
matter. In fa&, there is but one reafon
‘that can be urged, (and none with fo much
energy as thofe prompted by felf-lnteteﬁ)v
in favour of a practice replete with fo many
difadvantages ; this muft be the high price
and difficulty of obtammg ftraw in the me-
tropolis, which in its transformation to
manure becomes fo reduced to a mere no-
thmgnefs m \mlue, that the pofsibility of be-

] 3 0S5 mg
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>~1ﬁécumary confide-
fixed emoluments of

, that mzmy of ﬂie “horfes
L Z*qyl, are, from want of exercife and the
numerous caufes before afsigned, fo Vc_ry_
much OFF THEIR APPETITES, ‘as not 16
confume in a day but one or fwo of the four
feeds of corn' that are charged; an extra
trufs of ftraw from the loft LIBERALLY
EXCHANGED for each buthel and a half of 5
oats accidentally faved in the granary, would
certainly prove no violent proﬁltutlon of gc-
..gleroﬁty' ‘

hXERCISE

IS a matte1 of too much 1mportance,;i;m ;
the promotion of health ~and condition to
be excluded its place in our prefent arrange-
ment ; and fo evidently neceflary to the na-
tural fecretions and regular evacuations, that-
‘the foundation of every difeafe may be laid-

by




‘nature and dlfpoﬁtloll 1
that th ey{ : bécﬁme du

healthy without it ; of :

ford greater demonfiration than the p&eafure\

, they difplay in every action, when brought
from the dark recefs of a gloomy ftable to the
perfect enjoyment of light, d\ir, and exer‘cife.‘
The natural {weetnefs of the external air is fo
happily fuperior to the ftagnate impurity of
the ftable, that moft horfes inftantly exult
in the change, -and by a variety of ways con-
vince you of the preference,

Survey a fpu‘lted horfe with the eye of at~.
tention, and obferve the aftonifthing diffe-

‘rence before and after his liberation from the
manger, to which he is' fometimes, under

_the influence of ftran ge mifmanage'ment, lla}- ;

tered for days together without intermifsion.

In the ftable you perceive him de]ected Jpi-

vitlefs, and almoft inanimate, without the

leaft fecming courage or activity in his eom=

- pofition ; but when brouoht into action he

initantly affumes another appearance, and in-

dicates by bodily exultation and exertion, the

abfolute falubrity and necef51ty of what the

_in-
&
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£ many can never (from
le: want of comprehenﬁbn) :
rftand.  Such inconfide-

rat tvers might certainly improve theu‘
§ ve;y ﬁmllo Jjudgment, by fome trlﬂmg atten-

tion to the mdxcatlons of nature ,;1;1 h_orfes
.'of any tolerable defcription, who all"’dlfplay

in different attitudes and by various means,

the gratification they enjoy in their diftiné
- appropriations. _ In fac, the animated afpceé
of the whole frame, the lively eye, the crefted
neck, the tail ere@, with the moft fpxnted
bodily action of neighing, fnorting, and cur-
vetting, all tend to prove the conftitutional
utility of exercife in' length and manner
adapted to the fize, firength, make, condi-
tion, and purpofe of the horfe.

 Perfeétly convinced of its mdlfpcnfable‘

- necefsity to horfes of all kinds, in proportion
to the ufes for which they are defigned, and

the portion of aliment they receive, I am not
unfrequently very highly entertained wﬁ‘b"h";_
the management of many within the exten-
five circle of my own acquaintance, (and thofe

too thh inherent pride fufficient to aflume
' the



one in their ftables thrce months Wltho*ut {wel-

led legs, cracked heels, greafe, bad eyes,
~ broken knees, or fome of the many ills that
conflitute a ftable of infirmities; all which
‘they very PHILOsoPHICALLY and errone-
oufly attribute to ll-luck, that I moft juftly
- and impartially place to the account of in-
advertent mafters, and much more indolent
- {ervants. ’

“The advantages ariffng from an unremit-
ting perfeverance in the regularity of daily
exercife, (both in refpeét to tim and con-
tinuance) cannot be fo clearly known and
perfectly underftood, but to thofe who have
attended minutely to the good effeés of its
practice, or the ills that become conftantly
perceptible from its omifsion. This is un-
doubtedly the more extraordinary, when it is_
recollected there is no one part of the animal
ceconomy more admirably adapted to the

plaineft comprchenﬁon, than the {yftem of
repletlon
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on_ thch may £avoad-

‘ palpable onﬁﬁéncy of conﬁant and moderate ¥y
exercife for the eﬂ:ablxihment of health and' :
pmmotwn of condmon. st
I believe .lt has been before faid, in cither
this or the former volume, that the ari-
MENT, afterf{ufficient maftication in the a&
of chewing, is paffed to the ftomach, where
it undergoes a regular fermentation (in ge-
neral termed digeftion) ,préducmg a certain
quantum of chyle, in proportion to the nutri-
tive property of the aliment fo retained : this
chyle, in its procefs of nature, (which has =
been before accurately: éxplained) becomes
_wonderfully fubfervient to all the purpofes of .
life and fupport in its general contribution to’
the fource of circulation, and the variousfe-
cretions ; while the groffer parts (from whwh. :

- the nutritious property is extraéted in their
progrefs through the ftomach and inteftinal
canal) are thrown off from the body by ex-

. <rementitious evacuatlons
, , This
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" Thissds'a “concife abi
ration’; as neceffaty t
‘ infonmati‘on to comprehen ent pur=
pofe of explicit animadverfion upon the great
advantage of bodily motion, fo far as it thall
~appear conducive to the prefervation of
health. Enoughisconfequently advanced to
gratify every competent idea ; and afford ams
ple conviction, that fhould the body be per-
mitted toréceive, and continue to accumulate
in the frame, more ALIMENT than can be
abforbed into the circulation, and carried off
by the different emunétoriesin @ certain por-
tion of time ; over repletion, difquiétude, and
ultimately DISEASE, acute or chronic, muft
be the inevitable confequence.

The fyftem and effet are too palpably
clear to be at all miftaken in even a theo=
retic furvey of the procefs; for when the |
blood veffels become over-loaded with an .
accumulated retention of perfpirable matter,
and the ftomach and inteftines preternatu b
rally extended by indurated excrement (all
which fhould be occafionally carried off by

exercife) indifpofition muft arife in a greatet -
: ~ . or

el .
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or lefs on as the repletion pro- .
~ duces hat the firuggling eﬂ'orts.
“of natus » to fubdue

Thefe un‘erhbelliﬂ;ed faéts are too plain
and ftriking to require much time from the
_ WRITER, or patience from the READER,

for farther inveftigation or comprehen-

fion ; concluding, therefore, this part of
the animal mechanifm is perfeétly under-
ftood, : I fhall proceed to an explanation
of the active caufes of {fuch diforders as
originate in impurities of the blood, occa-
fioned by want of 1not10n and confequent
'evacuatlon ‘

It is therefore neceflfary we take a furvey
of a horfe brought from the fiable in a
- ftate of plénitude after temporary inactivity, -
- when we find the body too, full -and over-
loaded to make his firft efforts with any
degree of eafe or pleafure every one not
totally abforbed in a ftate of ftupefaction or
natural illiteracy, muift have obferved the
unremitting attempts and /imzmngs ok ithe -
animal to throw off the fuperfluous burthen
by repeated evacuations {o foon as brought
VoL 1. B . imto



into aéhon. If '1t

mg or dlfﬁculty of refplratton, occaﬁoned by
the preflure of the ftomach thus loaded,
“upon the lobes of the lungs, refiraining
them 1in their natural elaﬂxcxty for the pur=
pofes of expanfion and contraction, =

In this flate alfo, if his pace is extended
beyond a walk, you find him break into a
more violent perfpiration than a horfe in
proper condition and regular exercife would
difplay in a long joumey, continued at the
fame rate, without intermifsion. Thefe are
all indications of nature not to be miftaken
or denied, by thofe at all conneéted or con~
verfant with the fubje& before us, and fuf~
ficiently demonfirate the refulting effects of
continuing to over load the fyftem with a
greater quantity of food than there is pros.
port1ona1 exercife to carry off.

PERsPIRATION (that is, the gradual
emifsion, phyﬁcally termed infenfible, as not
being profufe to perception) will, even in

genzle evercife,  take from the fuperflux ;f
3 gl T
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 the neceflary evacuations
' take from the accumu-
lated ¢ s of the INTESTINES : which
fuffered to remain in an abundant and pre-
ternatural pr0port10n, muft by its com-
pulfive retention, acquire a degree of putrid
or acrimonious morbidity inevitably pro-
ducing difeafe. Thefe morbid attacks aét
difﬂi‘ently upon different fubjé&s, accord-
ing to their ftate or tendency, at the time
of the blood or body’s affuming a cor-
rupt or infeious influence ; difplaying it-
felf in fuch way as is moft applicable to
the conftitutional predominance of difeafe
in the horfe previous to the leaft trait of
dlfcovery.

I thall, in compliance with my ptromife in
the introdu@ory part of this work, forbear
to lead the reader farther into a tedious
train of remote medical refearches, but re-
fer him to the different difquifitions of the
former volume for any gratification he may
with to obtain ; letting it fuffice to obferve,
‘that from fuch original caufe may arife
‘the various diftrefsing difquictudes fo re-

Peﬁtedly enumerated, as fwelled legs, cracked
& g heels,
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; heéls:,j..g;feaf_ e, afihm
,zgi_ja_ry‘,, farcy, fever, co 1]
~any of the numerous difea

. are {o conftantly liable. = =~ = e b

Thefe caufes of the various difeafes, fo
~ perfeétly clear not only to every feientific
inveftigator but every rational obferver, are
what are for time immemorial, in the fia-
bularian dialec¢t, pafied under the undefined
denomination of mUMOURs with the nu-
“merous tribe of equefirian dependents, from
the firft fiud groom of the firft fporting
nobleman, to the moft illiterate ftable boy
in the kingdom3 without a fingle profef-
fional exertion of refpeétability, to wipe
away the abfirufe and ignorant fubterfuge
of attributing the generality of diforders
to the effe of humours, without any per-
~ dpicuous attempt to explain in’ their ‘dif-
ferent publications, what they have univer-
fally taken the liberty to condemn. '

Tam exceedingly forry to fay-(and’fay itI
~do, not from any intentional oppofition or
difrefpeét to the writers) that the more I

compare “former literary opinions “{lth ex-
perlmcntal
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ice, the lefs reafon I find to
h what they ventured to
promulgate'-;"‘particularly upon the fubje&
of humours ; which in all my mqumes and
-minute inveftigations, I could never find
“fyftematically explained, at leaft to encoun-
ter the eye of profefsional infpection. :

- Brackew, who for years was confidered
as a prodigy of VETERINARIAN inftruétion,
after condemning the farriers frequent ufe
- and the convenient fubterfuge of the word,

makes many efforts to go through an elabo-
-rate explanation, that he fays, ¢ the igno-

rance and ftupidity of the vulgar are inade-

quate to;”? but wery unluckily, after attack-

ing the {ubjeét in nine different ways, at leaft

in as many different places, he as repeatedly -
digrefies from the point, without ever coming

into the probabzlzt y of an explanatory con-'
cluﬁon. '

BArRTLET, in his ufual condefcending
ftile of imitation, (or rather ‘compilation)
affords fir pages of duodecimo, replete with
techriical abﬁruﬁty, colleéted from the re-

mote allufions and eccentnc remarks of hlS.
B3 leamed
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learned predeceflor 3 beginniny
mife of unlimited explan :
immediately taking leave wi h the ollowing
apology, that ¢ what ought to be under-
ftood by the word muMours, would take
up more time than the brevity we have
prefcribed ourfelves will admit on.”

Taking no more time from the reader
than is neceflary to explain what has been
already introduced, and to juftify what is
to follow, upon the hacknied Jubject of hu-
mours ; I advert to fuch profefswnal remarks
as have arifen from attentive obfervation,
with occafional oblique references to the
opinions of thofe who have gane before us,
- fraught with temporary popularity ; having
for fuch intreduction, no motive hut an
cager and acknowledged defire to eftablifh
the TrRuTH, by a proper and incontrovers
~ tible criterion of practical inveftigation,

Admitting, therefore, the repletion arifing
from a fuperflux of alimentary nutriment,
(not carried off by thofe gradual excretions
promoted by moderate exercife in gentle

motion) to confhtute what has {o long paffed
under
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denomination of humours,
* without a ,df being controverted by
any refpe&able opponent ; I fhall proceed‘
to the proper mode of reétification in fuch
cafe; and the degree of diftinétion to be
afcertained when fome of the difeafes be-

fore mentioned proceed from a dlffereut :
caufe.

- To effeét this, it is firft neceflary to ob-
ferve, that when fuch repletion becomes
perceptible, and is émmediately counteracted
by fegular and daily increafing exercife, it
 may probably (if the horfe is in no con-
firmed ftate of foulnefs) be again abforbed
into the circulation, and carried off without
the afsiftance of extra evacuations promoted
by medicine. But it fhould be always held
in remembrance, that fuch exercife muft be
in the firft inftances not only of great
gentlenefs but long duration ; ufing no
violence or fpeedy exertions, till the body
isby gradual perfeverance perfectly unloaded,
and the carcafe and extremities have re-
covered their original form and phabxhty,
when the exercife may be increafed to: a

greater degree of action, that ‘the fuper-
P 4 fluous
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ﬂuous and offending matte‘ ’
" may tranfplre by the moﬁ"
perfplratlon '

To promote. whlch, W1th the greater
fafety and facﬂrty, BLEEDING thould pre-
cede in proportion to Jize, ﬁrcngtlz, and
condition, that the real fiate of the blood
thould be the more clearly afcertained ; 5 s
-may be found particularly e)\plamed in va-
rious parts of the former volume, where it
Is abfo]utely neceflary its predommant ap-
‘pearance thould undergo critical examin-
tion, But in this confcientious recommen-
dation, I am unavoidably drawn into ad-
ditional remarks upon the 0pmrons of
others, to demonfirate the mconﬁﬂency of
thezr §, as a- neceﬁ%ry prelude to the juftice
~and eftablifiment of my own. And I muft
‘confefs it gives me fome concern, that I
‘am under the necefsity of differing in @
JSingle opinion from authority fo very refpeét-
- able, and judgment fo truly profefsional, as
his Majefty’s Farrier for Scotland, whofe
elégant publications entitle him to 'univerfal
applaufe for the 'great pains he has taken

to elucrdate and 1mprove a fyﬁem that‘
: ‘. has
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has for "f- _,'_‘é'emamed in an acknowledged'
ﬁate of barbarxty and i 1gnorance

M. Clarke, 1y Jie < Obfer vations on
Blood Letting,” fays, “ It is difficult to fix
any precife ftandard how we may Judge either
of the healthy or morbid ftate of the blood
in horfes when cold.” This is an opinion
fo directly oppoﬁte to what T have frequently
advanced upon former occafions, (with rea-
fons at large for infpecting it in fuch ftate)
that my filence upon the paflage alluded to,
- would bear fo much the appearance of pu-
ﬁllammlty, or profefsional ignorance, that I
 gladly avail myfelf of the prefent opportu-
‘nity to fubjoin a few words in fupport of the
opinion formerly maintained ; but with the
“moft unfulhed refpe& for a writer of fo much
perfpwmty and emmence, Whofe abilities I
hold in the oreateﬁ eftimation. 31*‘{--;

It may, as Mr, Clarke feems to think,
“ be difficult to fix any precife ftandard to
difcover the exact ftate of the blood when
cold ;” but I doubt not his candour, upon due

dehberatlon, W1ll admlt the CERTAINTY of
- A4
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diftinguifthing 1ts ploperty,m- edominant
tendency, much better in that condition, than
a ftate of liquidity as juft received from the
vein. If that certainty is admitted, (as I
flatter myfelf.it will not, upon refle@ion,
be refpectably denied) it muft undoubtedly
prove much more eligible and fatisfactory
to obtain profefsional prognoftics 1§y PART,
than not %o acquire any information a¢ all.
This being a pofition beyond the power of
confutation, it is only neceffary to add a fin-
gle remark arifing from daily practice, long
experience, and accurate obfervation, upon
the certainty of afcertaining from a minute
examination of the blood when cold, the pro-
portion of CRASSAMENTUM, SERUM, SIZE,
VISCIDITY, probable inflammation or acri-
mony it contains from all which, furely
diagnoflics may be rationally formed to re-
gulate future proceedings; at leaft, fo I con-
ftantly find it in the courfe of my own
practice ; and until fuch in{peétion, by any
“deception, thould convince me of its un-
certainty and inutility, I fhall not be rea-
dily induced to alter an opinion founded
upon practical conviction 5 though I muft

: : ~ acknow=
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ackuowwd e;there is no pubhcatnon upon
_thefe fubjeéts extant, to whofe dictates I
thould more cheerfully become a convert,
than the productions of the very author
whofe opinion, i one inflance, I am com-
pelled to oppofe. :

It is fo perfeétly in point to adopt the vul- -
garifm . of ¢ killing two birds with one
ftone,” that I cannot refift the temptation
and prefent -opportunity to introduce a few
~words upon an inconfiftent paffage in

BrackeNw, that equally clathes with an opi-
nion of mine frequently introduced in my for-
mer volume, where the operation of BLEED-
NG, or the fate of the blood, neceflarily
became matter of recommendation. Inp.111
of his Second Volume, he fays, ¢ the blood
becomes vifcid, poor, and difpirited.”  This
paflage is {o ftrangely fequef’cered from com~
prehenfion, fo ridiculoufly replete with pa-
radoxical obfcunty, and fo direétly contrary .
to my own obfervations, founded in practice,
and long fince communicated under the fanc-
tion of inviolate veracity, that I cannot per-

mit fuch a profuﬁon of profefsional contra-
netles
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rieties to pafs current upon ﬁl&gubhc, with-
out obtruding a few words to ﬁiucxdate, or
rather ezpoje the myﬁery

To cftablifh the credit and Ju{hfy the Te-
putation of the ¢ Stable Directory,” as well
as to obtain the approbation of thofe who at
no time condemn without infpe&ioﬁ, or ap-
plaud without reafon; I have never advanced
an opinion, or reported a fact, but \{’vhat has
been founded upon pri-n.éiples.:oﬁ incontro-
‘vertible'information orrraokn,owle‘dggd: utility.
It has been my invariable ftudy to enlighten,
not to perplex; what has been too much
the {yftem of other writers upon fimilar fub-
je&s, may be more properly colleéted from
a revifion of their produétions, than the pen
of a competitor. But I will venturc to
affirm, if any part of my obfervations had
contained fo many abfurd contrarieties, or
tedious and inapplicable digrefsions, as the:
" elaborate volumes of BrACKEN; the tenth
edition of the former volume, or the title-
page of the fecond could never have met
the hght, in the prefent enlightened fcene

of equeftrian inquiry and literary improve
. ment,
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men‘t On"the contrary, had I proﬁltuted
my judgment or my pen,’ to fo unfcientific
a declaration as the blood’s being ¢ vifcid,
" poor, an_’d" difpirited,” the united force of
menftrual criticifm would have irrevocably
doomed ME AND MY OPINIONS to the lowef
> region of oblivion.

How, at the fame time, blood can be
“ viscip and PooRr,” or the two words of
a dire& contrary meaning become fo conve-
niently.v fy-nonimoils,r T am at a lofs to learn
but perfeétly anxious that the profefsional
confiftency, the fyftematic uniformity of my
affertions, may be arraigned and brought to
iffue with opinions fo direétly oppofite, I find
it unavoidably necefiary, to folicit from every
impartial inveftigator, a comparative view
of what has been advaneed on either fide re-
fpeéting the blood, when he will be enabled
“to decide, whofe fyftem approaches neareft
to 'tn}th', fupported by reafon.

To juftify and corroborate my remarks ‘
upon Mr. Clarke’s idea of ¢ not difcovering |
‘the true ftate of the blood when cold,”

I muftt beg to- repeat the very words of my'
: opinion
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opinion PREVIOUSLY *gwen to. the pUb,IlC-n!
the former volume, clafs the third, under the
head ¢ Farcy,” where will be found the
following defcription, neceffarily again fube
mitted to the difquifition of everyenli ghtene‘&.
reader. - gt

¢ In refpeét to cure, upon the very earheﬁf
appearance, take away blood in quantity as
before deferibed; and after fo doing, attend
minutely to the QUALITY, which eircum-
“ftances will enable you to form a very deci=
five judgment, how foon and to what pro-
portion the {ubject will bear this evacuation,
thould it again be neceffary; for according
~ to the extra proportion of the Craffamentum,
"or Coagulum, and the fize (or gelatinized
fubftance upon the furface) with the difpre-
- portion of ferum or watery part, it may be
* very readily afcertained how much the blood
is certainly above or below the ftandard of
medxocnty neceflary for the abfolute PRESER-
vaTioN of health. :

This is the opinioh.‘ originally hetd fortl
in my firft publication, and with fo firm an

adherence totruth, founded apon experience;
that
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that I never (particularly after fo much addi-
- tional praétice and inveftigation) can conde~
{cend to change my opinion, and admit its
un@erta‘inty, in compliment to the un{upport-
ed ipfe dixit of any pen whatever; and that I
may ftand totally exculpated from the charge
‘of publiffing an opinion fo contrary to the re-
fpectable authority of Mr. Clarke, I muft
‘beg to obferve, that my opinion had not only
the priority of hisin publication, but had been
in circulation full Two YEaRs before Mr.
Clarke’s treatife came into my poflefsion.

We come now to the judicious declaration
- of BRACKEN, refpecting the bload that he
calls, < wvifcid, poor, and difpirited ;” to cor-
re¢t which unaccountable profefsional_ﬂip,
the above quotation’will in a certain degree
contribute ; particularly when I fubmit it to
 recollection, that in many parts of my for-
mer volume (appropriated entirely to medical
refearches) I have reprefented wifcid, fizey,
blood, to be the refulting effeét of too much
plénitude arifing from alimentary repletion
with a want of proper exercife ; while, on -
the contrary, I have defcribed too great &
portion of ferum to conflitute an wmpove-

rifhed
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- zifhed blood in bemg { ,,fmved of its due pm-'
portion of CRASSAMENTUM, 3s before re-
cited. :

- To renew and corroborate wik ich, I muft
- be permitted to recommend to the retrof] @»
tive attention of thofe anxious to dlﬁmgmﬁl
between the fpecious delufion of theory and
the eftablifhment of faét, my obfervations in
the fame clafs, under thearticle of ¢ MANGE,”
where it will be found I have defined the
poverty of the blood in the followmg exPla-:
m.toxy paifave :

¢ Tor the blood being by. this barren con=
tribution robbed of what it was by nature
mtended.to receive, becomes impoverithed
even to:a degree of incredibility (by thofe
a un'acquz:\'inted with the fyftem of repletion
,and circulation ;) it Jofes its tenacity and bal-
famic adhefive quality, degenerating to an
acrid ferous vapour, that acquires malignit}f ’
by its preternatural {eparation from its ori-
ginal corvector.”

Théfe explanations are fo phyfically cor-

rect, fo perfeﬂly clear, and fo evidently
: adapted'



'cgﬁon of any 1mpart1a1 invefti-
“that this comparative procefs
ught to a fpeedy termination,
ly beg leave to obferve, if Mr.
CLARKE'S hypothefis, < that no difcovery
can be made from the blood when cold,” is
a fa@, or the  wifcid, poor, and dzﬁ)z'rz'ted
blood”> of BRACKEN, can be defined one and
the fame thing, divefted of paradoxical com~
plication, and fuch eccentric opinions are
founded in truth, and can be fupported by
incontrovertible fucts ; my aflertions, however
{cientific, however eftablithed by TIME, and
confirmed by ¥XPERIENCE, mulit inevitably
fall unfupported to the ground, unworthy the
futureattention of thofe by whofeapprobation
and applaufe I have been fo higly honoured.

Having endeavoured to refcue from public
prejudice, any hafty decifions that might be
made upon fuch clathing opinions undefined 3
we return to the operation of bleeding, re-
commended previous to the conftant exer-
cife, and with that bleeding an accurate exa-

Nor. 1L Q mination
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' mmatlon ofthe bleod w
upen the bafis of my former ¢ opmmagm
‘repeated, that fhould the craffamentum (ox
coagulum) be propor tionally greater

- tity to the ferum (or watery part)
Jerum to the coagulum, I thould not
a moment to pronounce fuch he .
above himfelf in condition, more part;cnlarly
if the blood has acquired a vifcid tenaczty;
perceptlble upon its furface. /

\Vh”en I fay above hinifelf. in condition, I
with to be underftood, he is in the very
ftate we have already deferibed, viz. the whole
frame is overloaded by a fuper-abundance
of nutriment, not carried off by exercife; and
the impurities thus colleGtedyto have no re-

ference to latent difeafe, but merely the effe¢t
of fuch fuperflux fufpended in the conftitu-
tion, producing a temporary ftagnation of

- what I have already defined HuMoURS to be,
for want of gradual motion and confequent
evacuations.  This being the exaét ftate of
a horfe labouring under, plethora and its con-
comitants from fulnefs only, I fhould imme-
diately adopt the ufe of a math each night,

compofed of malt and. bran, equal - parts,
merely .



merely to foften the indurated contents 6f

the'-i_nteﬁ:inés, and promote their more expe;

ditious difcharge during the gradual exer-

@ﬁs’@* in the following days; exciting the
‘to an increafed fecretion of wrine

by the interpofition of two ounces of nitre,
thomughly diffolved in the water of each
morning, when horfes will in general drink
it with a greater degree of avidity. This
plan regularly perfevered in for fix or eight
days; with daily increafing exercife and goed:
fubftantial drefsings in the ftable (more par-
tlcularly patient rubbing of the legs down-
wards) may be reafonably expeéted to carry
off the repletion, in part, or all, according
to the ftate and-condition of the horfe, or the
time of its accumulation.

On the contrary, fhould the blood in five
or fix hours after it is taken away, be found to
contain but a fmall portion of CRASSAMEN-
TUM, in proportion to the much greater of
seruM ; and fuch coagulum to be of a

«florid healthy appearance, I could not doubt
even for a moment but fuch fwellings of
the legs, cracks, greafe, defluxions of the

€yes, (Or any other complaints ufually arifing
: Q2 : _ from



from fuch cauie nay the eﬁ'eé’c of am
acrimonious, 1mpover1ﬂ16&~and difeafed ftate
of the blood; for the due correcting ofj
which, proper remedies may be feleéted fr@m
the former volume of: this work, under the
different clafles and heads to which they are
the moft applicable. $

- Defluxions of the eyes arifing from what-
ever caufe, whether the repletion already
defined, that by its accumulation diftends
the finer veffels in propmtion as the larger
are overloaded, and in fuch retention ac-
- quires tendency to difeafe; from fuch ex-
_ternal 1injuries as &ites and blows; or a re-
laxed, defe@ive, or paralytic affeétion of the
internal organs, they areall in general deno-
minated - HUMOURS without difiinction, and
- phyfically treated aecordingly; Hence arifes
avery predominant andalmoft univerfal error,
for want of judicious difcrimination in paying
proper attention to the ftate of the blood ;
the difference and property of which have
been fo accurately and repeatedly defcribed,
that there is no 0pemng left to admit the plea
of ignorance in any one cafe where it is €n-

titled to infpection. ‘ i



» f;’*’-"‘iffa"-thi‘eat' 1ed diforder in the eye is fup-
pofed to be the effe¢t of repletion and re-
fulting vifcidity, fome judgment may be
formed from a- minute examination of the
‘blood, which' will bear refemblance to the
ﬁate_accurately explained when the horfe is
too, much above himfelf in condition, and the
veflels more or lefs overcharged with impu-

. rities.  Exclufive of a fole dependence upon
which prognoftic much information may be
colleéted from external appearance ; the eyes
are full, heavy, and dull, with an apparent
tendency to inflammation in the lids above
and- below, and exceedingly turbid in the
centre; difplaying in fuch ftate a perpetual
drowfinefs, his eyes being frequently clofed
when ftanding in the ftable undifturbed and
feemingly unperceived, but without the lea/?

difcharge tending to difcover the original
C.aufe of compl.ain‘tf, SRR '

" On the contrary, ‘when arifing from an-
impoverithed and acrimonious ftate of the
blood, the eyes become upon the firft attack
full and inflamed; almoft 1mmedxately dlf—
charging a fharp fcalding ferum, that is in-
ceffantly rolhng down the cheeks, and inits

Q 3 : - paflage



| paﬁ‘age (by 1ts nt heat and xmtatl;on-),{
frequently occafions “e‘kcﬁnatlon ‘the eye
gradually contracting and finking in its orbit,

- in* proportion to the lengtheand mveteraggy 3
of difeafe. This defluxion is fo very oppo-
fite in-caufe and effect, and requires a {yftem
of treatment fo very different to thg cafe
juft decribed, as arifing from a wifcidity in
the blood, (conﬁltutmg HUMOUR of a diftin&
kind) that a nicer judgment is neceflary than
generally exerted in fuch difcrimination.

X

In cafes where one only is aﬁ'c&ed in
_either of the ways before-deferibed, it may
W1th a great degree of reafon be attributed
: to external injury, and the refulting pain,
inflalnmation, or difcharge, fo far dependent
- upon the original caufe as to be merely fymp-
tomatic; unlefs from the great irritability
and exquifite {fenfation of the part, fome of
‘the humours of the eye thould be fo feverely
mjmed as to occafion its lofs ; a circumftance
that is too frequently known to happen by
an accidental blow, but undoubtedly many
‘more by thofe wx]fully aimed and fatally
" executed. :

As



all the advocates for, and mvmc1ble followers
@,ﬁ%ncwm Farriery, to treat ¢ the HUMOURS
that haye fallen into the eyes (makmg ufe
of their own language) exaétly in the fame
‘way 3 whether they proceed from any of the
caufes juft recited, or the long lift of pofsi-
bilities that might be added to the catalogue.
It is really in reflection a dreadful confidera-
tion, that experience enables me to proclaim
fo ferious a fa&, and with variety of proofs
to- eftablith the certainty, that more horfes
are deprived of their eyes and rendered to-
tally blind, by the unbounded i gnorance, |
quackery, and felf-fufficiency of fome, with
the confidence and effected medical know-
ledge of others, than any bodily difeafe or;
local defeft to which the frame s fubJeé’t in
the courf‘e of naiure, o

It is.a matter of no {mall concern to thofe,
who with to fee a rapid improyement in the
medical management of this, u(eful animal,
to find iz cafes of confequence, upon every in-
quiry to dlfcover the caufe and What metbods '

e Quidiong . hav :




have been take: the infornia,
tion muft be derived from interrogatories
to the Jervant ; who is in general poffefied
of all the myflery, and the MASTER (how-
-ever y_aluable the horfe) 1s frequently found
to know little or nothing at all of the matter.
The groom’s judgment is in general fo per-.
feétly nfallible, that it would be abfolute
prefumption in his employer, to inquire into
the caufe of complaint or method of cure;
yet upon accurate inveftigation of thefe er-
tenfive abilities, we find very flender caufe
for the unlimited confidence and implicit
opinion of the mafter. If inquiry is made
whether the horfe has been bled, and we are
_anfwered he has, we are already arrived at
the ultimatum of information ; for what quan-
tity was taken away, or what quality it was
‘“WHEN coLD, muft remain in its former ob-
{curity ; one general anfwer fuffices for every
queftion ; and with a bluth of confcious ftupi-
dity, we are told, the horfe was ¢ bled on the
dunghill. 2 By this {fpecimen of enlightened
information, eyery additional fuggeftion may
be fairly fuppofed equally cozzcluf e and fa-
tzy’actor_y : 57

Howeyver,



- .However, to
Ai;’refent’inﬁance, and come to a palpable de-
‘monftration of an affertion juft made ; I fhall
very concifely introduce from the multipli-

citythathave occurred, two recent cafes only,
as direétly applicable to our prefent purpofe
of corroboration ; and it is rather remarkable
they thould both happen on the fame day,
and within a very fhort time of this repre-
fentation going to prefs, the horfes being the
. property of perfons of the firft fathion, and
“each of them fent upwards of twenty miles

for ‘my opinion,

The firft was a HUNTER of hlgh qualifi-
cations and confiderable eftimation; upon ac-
curate examination I found him in the exaét
ftate I have defcribed when labouring under a
defluxion of the eyes, (arifing from a difeafed
and acrimonious ftate of the blood) the dif-
charge from which, in its long continuance
and fcventy, had ¢ fretted channcls in his
cheeks;” the eyes were fo very much perifhed
that they were abfolutely contracted in their
orbs, the frame weak and emaciated, d1fp]ay-
ing a fpectacle with very flender and “difcou-

-raging hopes of reétification., o3
L shes A _Anxious_



- Anxious to obtain® sible informas
tion upon fo extraordinary and ;unptgmiﬁng
a cafe, I commenced my inquiry with can-
‘tion, and continued it with precifion, to the
~attainment of -every particular ftep thathad
‘been taken for his relief ; ?'eand‘»_.:dmiiijtg.nmibut
every reader will be as much ﬁt.,rj)ﬁia’e‘dfinzthe _
perufal, as T muft have ‘been in the recital,
when he is informed, that the horfc had
‘been in this gradually increafing ftate for two.
months; with the additional mortification to
the parties, that every method adopted for his
improvement had evidently contributed to-
his difadvantage. b

~ Every degree of admiration, however natu-
rally excited by the force of this reflection,
will as naturally fubfide when the communi-
cation of the meflenget and the ftate of the
horfe have undergone a little deliberative re-
-~ trofpeétion. In the firft inftance, his keep
was fo reduced as barely to fubfift nature;
he had undéfgdn e five 'bleedz'ngs,_’(withbut- the .
leaft reference to either qzumiz'lys or quality)
three dofes of ftrong ‘mercurial phyfic, tWo

" ounces of nitre a day from the origin f’f the
complaint; and lafily, to render complete @ *
2 , e 'fyﬁcm

RN



Y
been mferted as if the ‘whole procefs had °
- been intentionally calculated to increafe the
caufe and inveteracy of difeafe. . From the
il effeéts of this cafe. (which is crltxcally ac-
curate aﬂ&«au:thentw}may be derived a lefion
of the greateft utﬂﬁy to thofe who, perfeétly
happy in the vortex of perfonal. confidence
and {felf-fufficiency, fo ﬁequently become
the dupes of theirown 1mag1nary {uperiority
and indifcretion. '

If the caufe had been inflammatory, arif-
ing from the vifible effect of plenitude, wif~
cidity, or grofs impurities in the habit, the
various evacuations might have been rota-
tionally adopted; and juftified upon the prin-
ciples of rational pradtice and medical confif-
~tency ; but unfortunately, in the prefent in-
- ftance whatever tended to reduce the {yftem

and diffolve the craffamentum of the blood,
' inevitably merea'fed the very evxl they were
f endeavounr!;g to mitigate. Tt was equally
remarkable ‘and extraordinary, that no one
article was brought into ufe but what be-
- ¢ame additionally injurious to the caufe it
was intended to ferve; all whlch might have
been



“been prevented by the preeaution of minutely
mfpecting, and--propgrlycomprehending, the
erafis of the blood; the indifpenfable necefsity
of which, I am anxioufly induced to hope,
- will acquire fuch weight with thofe who are
adequate to:the tafk of decifion. at it will
in future become a bufinefs of more general
inveﬁigation_. A S s

The repeated bleedings, the reduétion of
aliment, the perpetual adminifiration of nitre,
(attenuating the blood that was before too
{ferous and watery) the injudicious interpo-
fition of purges, and laftly, the infertion of
the rowel to afsift in the general devaftation,
certainly exceeds every idea that could have
been formed of random quackery and bodily
depredation; this is, ‘however, no more than
one reprefentation of what is eternally carry-
ing on in different places under the infpec-
tion of thofe, who are too illiterate to poffefs
a confiftent opinion ofthczrmvn,g ind too im-
pertinently conceited to folicit afsiftance from

others.

KT i

Défpairihg of fuccefs by any relicf that
could be obtained from medicine, I ordered
‘ : - the



the fyﬁem to beimmedi:
~increafed fupphes of-.food that by formmg
the means of nutrltxon, ‘the craflamentum
of .the blood mlght be augmented; afsifting
this with : a pecto a.lfcordlal ball every morn-

mg, not 1v¢

preper ufe of the, nitre. Thefe deﬁrable points
being obtained, I recommended, at the end
of fix or feven days, the fair trial of a courfe

of the advertifed ALTERATIVE POWDERS,

to gradually obtund the acrimonious particles

of the blood, with the external application ,
of the Vegeto Mineral, propetly proportioned
to allay the irritation; but I muft confefs,
without any great hopes of fucceeding in
parts of the frame fo very remote from the
active power of medicine.

: fe of 2 coacu
HORSE, ) ingular in its mode of
treatment; as no ong ﬁep taken feemed to

be at all regulated by any well-founded in- -
tentxon



.. Th: “é”yes (one more par«
txcularly) h'ml been fome months in a flate

of failure and fluctuation, alternately pro-
. ducing hope and defpair ; when, after un-
degoing every expenment at home without
even a probability of fuccefs, e v was con-
figned to my infpection, with a defire that I
would be very mmute in my inftructions,
which fhould be implicitly obeyed. Upon
“examination, I difcovered the defeét to have
taken its feat in the humours of the eye,
with no ei;ternal\inﬂammat'ion attending, nor
“any other predominant trait than a dull
cloudy afpect of the entire orb; difplayinga
- pearly tint upon the euter edge of the cor-
nea, {urrounded by the tunica {clerotis, in-
dlcatmc the great probability of film and
opaczz‘y, conftituting in its gradual telmma“
-tion total blindnefs.”

This horfe, I found upon inquiry, had
been treated in a way hearly fimilar to
what we have jult defcribed; for, having
been repeatedly bled and purged, he had

been fubfifted upon Aot mafhes, and fur-

nithed with fotr ounces of mt;e ‘@ day in
: : his






b il

‘ment {o ridiculoufl
queftion.

adapted to the cafesin

Not entertaining the leaft doubt but upon
thefe reprefentations, by much the greater
part of the judicious and enlightened world
will perfeé’%coincide with me in an opinion
not to be eratlicated ; that numbers of ‘horfes
annually lofe not only their eyes but their
lives, by the dreadful effeéts of unbounded
ighorance and confidence ; that it is to be
lamented, too frequently act in conjunétion,
to the palpable prejudice of undifcerning cre-
- dulity. Confidering this a fact too fubftantial
to be thaken by fpeculative or inexperienced
opinions, it becomes for the completion of
our purpofe, abfolutely neceffary we advert to
the mifchiefs fo frequently occafioned by the
fathionable and indifcriminate ufe of nitre, in_
confequence of  the general encomiums of
former writers, before its properties were fo
 critically afcertained ; which added to the pe-
cuniary cafe of acquifition, has brought the
article into too great a degree of conftant ufe,
in almoft every cz;lfe, without a relative con-

fideration to its medical propety, the caufe
' : or



or {ymptoms of dlfeafe, its mJurlous tend-
ency in fome cafes, or evident defruction in

others, as in the former of the two juft
defcribed.

That the frequent u/e and abufe of NITRE
~may not only be better underftood but
more perfe@ly retained in memory ; as well
as to eftablith the propriety of its ufe in
Jome cafes, and to confirm the juftice of my
affertion refpeéting its prejudicial effects in
others; T muft be under the necefsity of in-
troducing. the repetition of a few lines de-
{criptive of its properties, fo particularly en-
larged upon in my former volume, where it
may be found by reference to the index. In
animadverfion upon the unlimited eulogiums
of BARTLET, who has, without proper
difcrimination, recommended its frequent
ufe to ¢ three or four ounces three times a
day,” 1 have faid,,

ey He urges the adminiftration of it to at-
tenuate and thin the denfe fizy blood during
the effe@ of inflammatory fever; this pro-
perty of attenuation being allowed, what muft
be the natural concluﬁon and confequence
Vor. IL. R o
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of giving it in fadhd&rge pij(wpo'rtion_s? Why
every profefsional mun, knowing the mode by
which it muft incvitably affect the circuli-
tion, would naturally expec it to diffolve

the very craffamentum of the blood; and
' reduce it to an abfolute fersm or aqucous
¥apoue” o L '

Admitting this reprefentation of its ana-
lized properties to ftand incontroverted, what
muft prove its evident effeéts upon the crafis
of,tfze blood, already too much imp'oiveri{hed
for ¢ the ftandard of mediocrity neceffary to
the prefervation of health?’ and how dif-
trefsingly erroneous mutt have been its intro-
duction and continuance, in the former cafe
of the two we have recited ! to elucidate its
deftruétive tendency in which, the prefent
repetition of its defeription is particularly
apphied.

It is abfolutely aftonifhing how very much
time, afsisted by the torrent of popular im-
: '4prefsi6n, may pervert the beft intentions to
the worft of purpofes; this has been fo tru-l:v
the cafe in the frequent proftitution of .thl:s
medicine, that little need be introduced to

: : infure
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infure its credlbxhty NITRE is the general
arcanum for every ill, while one-half of
thofe who prefcribe, and the other half who
give it, may be equally firangers to its ef-
fects or mode of operation. If a horfe is.
attacked with cold from an obftru&ion of
the pores, that has thrown the perfpirable
matter upon the eyes, lungs, or glandular
parts, what is the eftablithed remedy? Nitre !
Inflammatory fever enfues, what follows?
Nitre! Swelled legs, “cracked heels, or
greafe ? Nimre! Bad eyes.(from whatever
caufe)? Nitre! In faét, fuch is the predomi-
nant rage of fathionable frenzy, that thould
any cafe arife, bearing in experience no pa-
thognomonic fymptoms to afcertain the cer-
tainty or probable affinity of difeafe, its
origin or termination, NITRE, with Jagacious
grooms and condefcending farriers, muft be-
come the grand fpecific; to which infatua-
tion, I am much inclined to believe BART-
LET’s unbounded partiality, and its echo from
one conjurer to another, has very much con.
tributed.

/

A chain of attentive obfervations, collected

in the courfe of long expeueﬂce, has fully
Ro2s . s Juf’clﬁed .



244

: Jufhﬁed me in a former oplmon, that rie
merous injuries are fuftained, and ills in.
' ﬂl&ed upon horfes of gentlemen by the ha-

zardous experiments of grooms and fervants 3
who piqueing themfelves upon heterogene-
ous and felf-planned compofitions or obfolete
preferiptions, increafe danger or promote
deftruétion without detection. And what
:renders the bufinefs a matter of more feri-
ous eonfideration, is the unaccountable ob-
ftinacy,: pride, and Sabularian confequence
(of all other the moft dlfguftmo) annexed to
their affected knowledge and phy /f cal penetra-
zion.  Too ignorant to be convinced, and too
rude to become fubfervient, expoftulation or
explanation can hold no weight in the fcale
.of converfation ; confequently no reforma-
tion can be expected in fuch infernal fyftem
of domeflic deception;and:deftructive quack-

'ery, unlefs gentlemen, for the promotion of

their own intereft and the fafety of their
ftuds, will condefcend to exert their autho-
1ity, and abolith a cufiom in the encourage-
ment or permifsion of which they are fo
materially injured. To the eftablifhment of
this fac¢t, 2 numerous catalogue of moft

-Tuoﬁantlal proofb arc within my own know-
lf,do'e, ¢
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ledge, was thelr commumcatnon of the leaﬁ.
utility, in confirming an afiertion that will,

I believe, be readily admitted by all the
world without exception,

From fuch medical remarks as unavoid-
ably branch direély from the fubjeét, we
yeturn to exercife ; the great importance of
which cannot be too perfcéﬂy underftood, or
regularly perfevered in for the prefervation
of health. Having, I believe, properly de-
fined the phyfical effeéts of gradual motion,
{o far as it appertains to the animal ceconomy
in fecrefjon and excretion, (with its confe-
quent advantages in air and exercife) it be-
comes neceflary to introduce fuch general
rules as eftablith the bafis of regular exercife,
although the t/me and manner muft ever be
regulated by the temper and caprice of the
i)arties, feafon of the year, fituation, wea-
ther, and other contingencies not to be go-
- verned by the privilege of the pen, or the
power of the prefs,

The apology for, or rather burlefque upon,
the exercife of horfes (or more properly
mvallds) in the ]1very {tables of London,

RS : 15



is ev1clently calculated to complete the mea- -
fure of mifery. fo ful]y explained in our
laft chapter, partxcularly in the winter fea-
fon that it is neceﬂ‘mly a matter of pre-
vious confideration to fuch inftructions as
‘we may hereafter introduce under this head.
The poor animals I now allude to, feem
to exift as an almoft different fpecies to
thofe enjoying the inexprefsible advantages
of country wr, firong exercife, and. rural
management. Here you perceive all {pirit,
animation, and vigour, with both the horfes
- and their attendants: in the metropolis, bo-
dily infirmities and debilitation with one;
idlenefs, deceptzon, Sfloth, and dejection with
the other. In faét, the caufes and effects
have been fo pe\feél:ly clear in the gantlet
of perfonal infpection and pecuniary ex-
perience, when the prev%lence of fathion
(or rather lely) influenced me to. keep
two in fuch fituation, that no inducement
whatever fhould prevail on me to leave
a horfe of the leaft value open to the in-
conveniences of fuch ftate for twenty- fOUI
‘hours ; perfectly convinced he would have
every probable chance of fuftaining greater

injuries. than might be obliterated in twice
, twenty-
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‘twenty-four days.  The more we mve{hgate
this bufinefs, the lefs fatisfaction it will
afford to the parties more ‘xglmedmle]y 1n-
terefted in the explanation ; partigularly to
thofe whofe fituations mﬁhfe, or . profef-
fional avocations, leave them without an al-
ternative. . i

© After taking a retrofpective view of the
4¢ StaBrLing” already defcribed, let _it b¢~
remembered, that what they call evercife
depends entirely upon 'the inclination and
convenience of the motley crew to whom
the management of the yard, and fuper-
intendance of the horfes are entrufted;
thefe are a fort, in general, felected as the
greateft adepts in falfehood and impofition,
beft adapted to the convenient purpofes of
‘the mafter, and the purified principles of:
a ftable-yard proficiency. - When fuch ex-
ercife is, however, correfponding with the
inclination and convenience of the parties we
defcribe, obferve in its manner how little it
is calculated to promote the very purpofé‘i
for which it is intended,

i, St e B
~The horfe is brought in general from the
" : R ~ evapo-
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evaporating fteams of the moft volatile falts,
with the perfpirative pores all open, parch:
ing with thirft, to alarge open trough of
cold water,. (Wlth little refpeét to feafon)
‘where he is permltted to {atiate the appetite; -
"unreﬁrmned by " judgment or fear of confes
quence ; till chilled by the £r1g1d1ty of the
element, the porous fyftem becomes in--
ftantly collapfed, and you perceive by at-
tention, the tail almoft immediately clung
to the hind quarters ; a violent trembling and
bodily agitation fucceeds, and the peripira-
tive matter thus obftruéted in its very act of
JSuctuation, (through every part of the
frame) lays the foundation of various ills,
‘that however they' might have been avoided
in the firft mftance, cannot be prevented m
the laﬁ : :

" This ceremony is.fucceeded by one of
two others'equally prejudicial to the frame
in general, however its ill effects may ‘not
prove immediately difcernible ; but remam
dormant fome fhort fpace of time s the
habit before it is difplayed in one of the
many difeafes fo repeatedly defcrlbed in

di fferent parts of the laft and pxefent chap-
: - ters.
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ters. For fo foon as the horfe has been thus
-permitted to glut himfelf with an immode-
mte ‘quantity of the cold water before-men-
tio‘npd? he is direéﬂy'cqnﬁgned 10 his_flall,
where its injurious effeéts are prefently vifible
in a fevere rigor, or violent fit of thaking,
_not unlike the painful paroxyfm of an inter-
mittent; producing an almoft inftantaneous
contraction of ‘the cutaneous paffages, and
¢ ftaring 'of the coat,” (as it is called) when
we obferve, : el
: ‘VEa'ch particular hair to Ran_d‘ 6_n er.x_d'.
¢« Like quills upon the frétfd}jpo;‘cupinfe'_.”' -
The alternative to this praétice.is fo-tho-
roughly contemptible, that. it, is abfolutely
difficult to decide which is the moft deftruc-
tive or dangerous of the two-; for if the plan
above-defcribed is not adopted, but at times
admits of variation, it is direétly in the fol- .
lowing way : the horfe thus watered is im-
mediately mounted by onc of the Juvenile
 ragwmuffins, who conftantly give daily atten-
dance at thofe receptacles, to obtain a pro-
ficiency in the arts of riding, cruelty, and
perfecution.. Two or three of the hqrf-es at
: # = 3 t!m?’

i
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a time, and in 'tl*‘ris’ﬁa’ké;‘;afe putin 4 coutfe
of exermfe, and wocful erercife it certainly
is with a thhefs for without the leaft pre-
‘vious ‘rentle walking, to expedite the gradual .
evacuation of excrements fo long retained for.
want of motion, they arc inftantly trotted,
- gallopped, and perpetually turned at each
end of a thort ride, in fuch fcene of inceflant
_confufion for a length of time without remif-
fion. The ffomach and inteftines being over-
Joaded with their contents, the horfe is to-
tally inadequate to rapidity of motion with-
out great bodily diftrefs, a few minutes there-
fore ‘putshim into a wonderful degree of per-
{piration ; when evidently labouring under a
dlﬂ‘icu]ty of refpiration and difquictude, he
is returned tottering to the ftable, and there
left to grow * cool at leifure ;7 laying, in
another way, the foundation of thofe difeafes
“refulting from a collapfion of the porous fyf-
tem, and fragnation of perfpirable matter, too
“fubftantial to be reforbed into the circulation:

- Taking leave for the prefent' of ftable dif-
cipline, fo truly defpicable that farther de- -

fcrlptlon might be conﬁdered a prof’ututlon
5.3 \ e of
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of,both time and paper, we neceflarily return
to the gradations of*exercife befi adapted to
the different degrees of horfes, according to
their various ftates of condition. - Many eal-
culations have been made upon the pofsible
labour and continued exertions of this {pecies,
‘and we are by no mcans ignorant of their
-great and almoft incredible execution, when
brought (for the decifion of betts) into trials
of feverity upon the zuf or road, both in
{peed and duration.

The diftinction to be made in the prefent
inftance, is only the line between what is te
be confidered as work, and what as the falu- -
tary intervention of erereife; opinions (fo
near as {peculative attention ean form a de-

“gree of confiftency) admit, that horfes of
moderate qualifications and moderately fup-
ported, will conftantly travel, or journey in

their accuftomed employment, from fixteen
to twenty miles every day,: through the year,
without the leaft inconvenience or bodily de-
bilitation, more than what naturally arifes -
from the increafing age of the fubject. This,

however, being fixed as a kind of conchtlonal
. ftandard,
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ftandard, or general eriterion, cannot be fup.
pofed to be held cmngly correct with all
horfes,without diﬁin&ion; as there are mah»y
thatwill confequently bear much more labour
and fatigue, from greater bodily firength,
inherent {pirit, or conftitutional flamina, than
others that fall very far fhort in conftant
wotk and execution, from a want of thofe
perfeétions fo truly valuable in horfes of the
former defcription,

As T have before faid, exercife, in all its
particulars of manner, difiance, and duration,
muft be entirely regulated by contingent re-
flections upon the health, flate, and condition,
of the fubject; fo it muft be perfeétly clear,
that the recommendation of certain exercife
to horfes in a high ftate of health and condi-
tion, cannot be fuppofed to extend to thofe
~under phyfic, or in different ftates of, or re-
covery from, difeafe : fuch muft unavoid-
ably receive judicious regulations from the
parties concerned ; as the kind of daily ex-
ercife we now have in contemplation, only
appertains to horfes in health, the preferva-

tion of which -is the prefent object of con- .
' ; fideration.
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fideration. All the obfervations under this
head, having been introduced to demonftrate
the UTILITY OF EXERCISE IN GENERAL,
and the #l/s that certainly arife from the want
of it, more than to lay down fpecific rules
for the daily exercife of particular horfes ;
fuch inftructions will be found included un-
der the management of HuNTERs and RoaDp
Horses, when we come to enlarge upon
thofe different heads. :

ROWELLING

HAS been to the credulous and illiterate
of paft times, exaétly what the fafcinating in-
fatuation of ANIMAL MAGNETISM proves
to the dupes of the prefent ; like HUMOURS,
‘it has been played upon by moft writers in ro-
tation, withoutan explanatory lineinits favour
to produce fatisfa&ory proof of its mechanical
‘procefs or eftablithed utility. BRACKEN, who
hardly ever gave caufe of complaint forabridg-
inghisfubje, butgenerally moft condefcend-
‘ingly fpun it (by a variety of branches) to
an almoft indivifible thread, deviated in this

-lnﬁance from his ufual cuftom; and after in-
troducing
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troducing the fubject with a certaindegrec of
digni‘ty.'annéxed_ to its importance, by telling
us, ‘¢ he once thought not to have mate 3
particular chapter upon rowelling,” he begins
and concludes that very chapter, of fo much
confequence, in the fingle duodecimo page 321,
of his firft volumhe. Tn this page, and upon
this bufinefs, T had very much withed to have
enlarged my own ideas, and improved my
judgment ; more particularly, upon the ab-
firufe effects of a fubject, whofe perfonal or
literary advocates have been hitherto enabled
to advance but'ittle in profefsional fupport of
their favourite operation. s

To obtain fatisfactory irformation and {yf-
tematic knowledge upon the efficacy of
ROWELS, when judicioufly inferted, I have
been for yéars ftudioufly induftrious to better
my opinion by the moft inquifitive atten-
tion to every attempt ai definition, from
thofe who were remarkable for their exten-
five practice to thofe who were no lefs fin-
gular for their illiteracy ; in anxious hope
that time, or circumfiance, might contribute
more to a gratification of my with than
my expectation. To avoid troubling the

' : Reader .
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Reader with tedious or ‘unneceflary quota-
tions, I fhall let it fuffice to introduce fuch
abbreviations only as become pertectly ap- -
plicable to our future remarks upon the fub-
ject before us, e SO
- Brackew juftly obferves, « Rowelling is
the common refource of Farriers in general ;
amongit whom, he could never find one that
could give a fatisfactory account of the u/e or
abufe ; but they all tell you, a rowel is to
draw off the bad or corrupt humours from
the blood ; and this is to cure almoft every
diforder, according to their way of reafon-
ing.”” This affertion is fo firi¢tly true, that
I will cheerfully confent to its confirmation,
upon the experimental inquiries of the laft
twenty years; and declare, I never could
acquire from the Vulcanian profeffors, a more .
technical or enlightened defcription of the
OPERATIVE EFFECTs, than the ¢ poor epi- ;
twme” he acknowledges to have received.

- In this communication there is nothing
very extraordinary; but it is;not fo m what
isto follow, and is worthy obfervation. In the

fame page, and almoft the next line, he tells
us,
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us, - Sak is good in a great many difeafes;”
and inftantly fays: ¢ The horfe might as
well, nay better, lofe as much blood every
“day as he does matter by the rowel ; for it ig
as certainly blood as thatin the veins, barring
the colour, which makes no effential differ-
ence ; and he is very much of opinion that
feveral cures are wholly attributed to rowel-
ling, when reft and patience are the princi
pal inftruments or agents that perform it.”

Is there any one reader who will notbe
greatly furprifed, and as highly entertained,
when he is informed, lth':;tt. the writer, who
has recommended the ufe of rowels for the
cure of various difeafes, in compliance with
the force of that very cuftom he condemns,
fhould in the fame page, and comparatively
with the fame breath, inftantly reprobate the
praétice, as abfolutely drawing fo much blood
from the veins; poflefsing at the fa{ne» time
fogreat a verfatility of literary genius, fo per-
fe& a pantomimic tranfpofition of words a.nd
opinions, that we find him (p. 85.) pr?fcrﬂ?-
ing ¢ bleeding p‘urging, and rowclhng n
feveral places at once, for one rowel 1 of

little avail for many reafons; and thefe {hf)uld
continué
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continue running a confiderable time, at leaft
a.fortmg’ht or three weeks.” In pége 99, he'

es” they may be ufeful in many difor-
/ "m:iv,tdcd there be made a fufficient
aumber of them 3 but as to the parts of the
: body, whether behind the ears, in the breaft
- or under the horfe’s belly, he thinks it is
‘much the fame thing ; « for in reality, they

are no more than adding a number of anus’s
or fundaments, {o that NATURE may meet
with them in feveral parts of the body, and
‘not be put to the trouble of going the more
- tedious and common round of circulation in

order for a difcharge of excrement or dung.”

Can it be pofsibly neceffary for me to offer

a fingle line in apology for the introduétion
of affertions {o exceedingly oppofite from the
fame pen; or a refinement of thought and
Jublimity of language in the latter, not to be

- exceeded byany hypothetical reafoning or fer-
tility of invention ever iffued from the prefs?
The idea of artificial fundaments, to fave Na=
TURE the trouble of going the more tedious
and common road by the anus, is not only fo
truly great and inimitable; fo very contrary to
and fo far farpafsing the aflértion of OSMER,
SVoEi I, S i that
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* that « the works of the Divine Artift” “had
Teft no room for redtifications (fee p. 159)
that nothing on my part‘ecan be required to
“excite the rifible ‘emotions ; though, I muft
confefs, it is with the greateft reluétance fo
. fair a'temptation is relinquithed, to play a
little upon the retentive imperfections of one
_predecefior, and the methodiftical enthufiafm
of the other. ’ : ik

- Butnotwithftanding the dire& and repeated
contradictions wefind difperfed through the
volumes of BRACKEN, (probably occafioned
by his long and’ inconfiftent digrefsions) it
muft be acknowledged,. with the firiéteit
adherence to juftice and merit, that no one
fucceeding writer has fince ftarted a thought
or broached an opinion upon the operation of
rowelling, or'its effeéts, but what has been
an exaé literal defcription, of obligue echo;
of what originated with him upon the {ab-
je&t. Tor upon a minute examination of the
various publications of different writers, We
find that a very fuperficial inveftigation, and
no additional explanation; has been conde:
fc\endin'gly' beftowed upon a procefs that 15

cven now held in the higheft eftimation, bY
‘ ‘ Y2 iy thidle
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thofe advocates for ancient ‘practice, who

_can communicate no fcientific or profefsional
defeription of its operative effect upon the

conftitution ; or by what phyfical means the
improvement is to be obtained, that they

{o confidently and confcientioufly recommend .

upon every pofsible occafion. e

x |

wEhe very few lines introduced under this
head, by even the moft prolific authors,
poflefs not the leaft ray of novelty or in-
ftruion, but are direét imitations of what -
proceeded from BrACKEN ; beginning with
the Qllﬁom,a,ry' remark, ¢ that rowels are in
general ufe, but little underftood;” “ that
'fh‘ey are artificial vents ‘between the fkin
and the fleth 3 ¢ that théy a& by revulfion
and derivation 3 carrying off the redun-
dant mumours from the vefiels by deple-
tion.: ' Ldridh 5
_ Thefe few paffages contain in pixrpox"t,
the whole that has been at all communi-
_cated through the ,r"nediu‘mr of the p'l‘é.fs, .
Upb'n an operation - fo indifcriminately re-
commended in almoft every difeafe without
- €xception ; ndtwi_th’ﬁandi‘ng» itds of fo much
; ¢ L ; con-
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confequence in me&itai'-managemen-t, that
it becomes matter of admiration, how the
enlightened part of the world can be fo fre- -
quently made the dupes of a moft confum-

mate ignorance;, without fummoning to
 their afsiftance an opinion - of their own, to
juftify the confiftency or prevent the error
of fuch proceeding. For my own part, after
endeavouring moft induﬁri.ouﬂy for many
years, to fathom the depth of a Furier's
imtelle¢tual and profefsional abiIities, without
being enabled toplace any part to their credit
accompt 5 and  conftantly drawing a mental
comparifon between the good they might
pofsibly do, and the mifchief they would
certainly occafion, T have long fince found it
neceffary to decline every dependence upon
cither ; feeling myfelf perfeétly juftified in
fecommending it moft - heartily to every
reader poffefsing the leaft attachment to the

{pecies ; never to fuffer a medicine to be
given, or an operation to be performed, be-
fore the expected procefs of the former,
and the intentional effe@ of the Ilatter,
are previoufly explained -to his entire fatis-
faction. \

™~

This.
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This ‘I am the more readily ind“}med to
~ do, by the inceflant infertion of rowels and
- adminiftration of drinks, by parties {o con-
fefledly ignorant they can never afsign the
leaft reafon for the operative fuccefs of one,
“or the expeéted medical relief from the -
other. Tt is not long fince I became an ac-
cidental fpectator to'a cafe of great danger
and almoft immediate diflolution, when the
horfe was in the f{lings nearly exhaufted,
with only a few hours to live ; and was con-
fequently very much furprifed to hear a
Farrier ‘of fathionable local eminence, ear-
neftly recommend an attempt to proceed
to the infertion of a multiplicity of rowels,
(that were however not permitted by the
owner) ; when the horfe was inevitably
doomed to death long before the rowels
could have taken any other effe@t, than in
their confequent inflammation (previous to
‘maturation) to have increafed his mifery and
tendered his laft moments the more excru-
- clating.  However, if the owner had con-
fented, the operations would have been per-
formed, and the reward expected, confegl
Quently fome purpofe anfwered.

S8 : : I con-
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The rapid accumulation and combmatmn
of remedies naturally excited fome expoftula-
tion, and influenced me to afkk whether there
were any predominant reafons (exclufive of
the interefted recommendation of the ope-

rator) that induced him fo foom to permit:
the infertion of the rowel, before he had
 waited even twenty:fodr hours, to obferve
~whether any advantage had been derived
from the blcedmg, which was certainly the
firft and beft ftep that ceuld have been
taken ? Finding alfo, upon minute inquiry,
that there was a great probability of its hav-
ing been occafioned by a bite or blow among
other horfes, when replaced in the {ftable,
between the time of - his having been agreed
for and brought away; I prevailed on him to
poftpone the rowel, (which he had but juft
time to do, as the incifion was made before
his return) relinquith his nitrous, Sfulphureous.
intention for the prefent, and leave his horfe
in my ftable ; which having cheerfully com-
plied with, the eye was perfeétly found and
~clear in a few days, with no other afsiftance
than a flight' wafhing twice afiday with a
Aponge, plentifully 1mplegmted with cold
{pring water,
This
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* [This circumftance, of very little confe-
quence in itfelf, is introduced to corrobo- :
rate the affertion, that rowels are frequently
and injudicioufly brought into praétice, with-
out reafon in the operator, or reﬁ‘é&idn in

'the “owner 3 who, generally alarmed upon

every flight occafion, feizes the firft twig of
confolatlon, without giving the matter fuch :
confideration as would enable Lim t6 recol-
lect every probable remedy fhould have rEa-
soN for its foundation ; upon the profpect of .
which he would cerfain-ly be, in moft cafes, -
as capable of deciding as his sciENTIFIC
INSTRUCTOR. But what renders the reci-
tal of {o trivial a bufinefs applicable to our
prefent purpofe is, the expeditious cure that
muft inevitably have been attributed to the
ROWEL, with no fmall portion of colla-
teral merit to thofe ufeful auxiliaries, the
Julphur and nitre, had they been (luckily for
the advifer) concerned in a work, that na-

TURE would fo frequently perform by her

own efforts, if not inceflantly counteraéted
by thofe who neither comprehend her aeco-
nomy, nor obndefcend to Confult he1 1nd1-
cations, g »

Having
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cafes, which will occur to the _}UdlClouspraGw !
. titioner.” :

\Vlthout indulging the leaft deﬁre or
intention to animadvert with {everity upon
the different. writers who have thus rota-
tionally reprefented the accumulated per-
fection of rowels, (that feem in their plO-
grefs for the laft century, to have ac-
quired, like the nofirums of the " prefent
ddy, the virtues of curing all difeafes) it"
18 very natural to conclude, that the above
: hﬁ, in each of which they are faid to be

“ of great ufe,” with the repeated intro-

duction of ¢ et cwmteras,” and the wariety
- of « othér cafes fubmitted to the judicious
pla&moner, ‘that there can be but very
few, or, in f'l@r, none, to which they are not

in the opinions of fome, perfectly apphca-
ble in one way or another, perhaps in no
one more than the {elf-evident confolation,
if it does no good, it may do no harm! it
will any rate fupport the appearance  of
bufinefs! If ~aTurg effects her own pur-
pofe and promotes a cure, the rowel will be
entitled to a portion of credit, and the ope-

' rator
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AII opmxons have not only agrced but
experience has eftablithed the faét, that the
matter difcharged from the rowels, is, as
BrackEeN has firlt obferved, ¢ as certainly
blood as that in the veins, barring the
colour.” - This is re-afferted by every fuc~
ceeding author, and can admit of no con=
trariety of opinion tending to cavil or con=-
trover{y ; being a matter profefsionally fixed
beyond the pofsibility of either. What in-
ference then is confequently to be drawn
from this admifsion? Why, that every part -
of the circulation, both in quantity and
quality, contributes equally to that very
difcharge fo ridiculouﬂy fuppofed to confift
of the difeafed portion only ; when the in-
fertion has been as erroneoufly fixed upcn
or near to fome particular part, to be inten-
tionally relieved by the partial power of fuch
artificial evacuation ; conflituting a fecond
‘blunder upon the palpable foundation of the
former. . For it muft prove a difgraceful
proftitution of even common comprehenfion,
to indulge the leaft idea, that a larger por-
‘tion of craffamentum or ferum can indivi-
dually undergo a greater change or rei-
Yor. 11, = ficatien
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fication 1n feparatlon and extravafatwn thanr’
~ the other. : '

It being therefore proved nothing more or
lefs (divefted of technical terms and am-
blguous reafoning) than a gradual depletion
of the blood-veffels, (divefted of its fangui-
nary appearance, and becoming matter by
the natural procefs of extravafation and rare~
faction) let us decifively pronounce what fuch
conftant evacuation can be produétive .of in
its effets; I believe I may venture to pro-
nounce every profeffor of phyfic or farriery
will perfe@ly agree with me, in confirming
it nothing more than a certain mode of re-
ducing the habit by drawing off a greater
portion of blood in every twenty- fOlll hours,
than is generated by the nutritive property
of the given quantity of aliment, allowed for
fubﬁﬁenc'e‘ in the fame fpace of time; though
it is, in el cafes, ridiculoufly conceived, that
by leducmtT the bedily firength, you mfalhbly
~ fubdue the predomm.mce of difeafe alfo

We now 'mive at t}*e very line of dif-
tméhon neceffary to be drawn in all cafes,
; ~ where
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where a rowel is, or can be fuppofed to
become at all adequate to the tafk it is
afsigned. For inftance, in cafes arifing from
caufes threatening inflammation, or fuch
grofs impurities as are evidently the effeét
of a crude and vifcid ftate of the blood, (it
 being firft properly afcertained) they have
nioﬁicertainly_mi;ch -in their favour upon
the well-founded maxim before quoted,
“if they do mo good, they may do no
harm ;”* it is certainly no bad plan in fport-
ing to obtain as many points as pofsible in
your favour ; but as I will by no means re-
commend to the practice of others, what
I would cautioufly avoid in my own; I
muft confefs they fhould never be brought
mto immediate ufe in ftables under my
{uperintendance, till the more rational and
mild methods of Ewvacuants and Diuretics
(according to the nature, duration, and {eve-
ity of the cafe) had been tried without pro-
bability or indications of fuccefs. And
this idea of procraftination is held forth
only upon what I term'a very fufficient
,foundation; for what man living, in pol-
fefsion of free agency, and the happy power
-of reflection, would, after proper delibera-
D k tion,
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tion, confent to perforate the hide of hi¢
horfe, and ftand the doubtful chances of
complicated difquictude, a lucky formation
and fortunate flow of matter; an ill-condi-
tioned wound, inveterate ulcer, or prdr'ninent
cicatrix, conftituting an irreparable blemith,
when it can be fo readily avoided ?

But admitting, in compliment to ancient
practice, their utility to be obvious in the
inflammatory or vifcid cafes before recited :
et us make a fair and candid enquiry into
the lift of Mr. CLARKE’S, not long fince
quoted, (which is, in fad, BRrRACKEN’S,
BARTLET’S, and OsMER’s aifo) and openly
acknowledge where it will be proper to
coalefce, and where differit from fuch opi-
nions; that their great and indifcriminate
~ merit may with propriety come before that
public tribunal, to whofe decifive arbitration
every lterary difquifitioni# muft ultimately
{ubmit. T :

That the fubje& (and of importance it
certainly is) may mect the eye and attract
the judgment of every unbiafled inveftiga-

: : : tor
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tor with all pofsible clearnefs; it fhall be
perfectly divefted of every ambiguity and
remote confideration, by re-ftating fingly
the cafes in which the different authors
have {o lavifhly recommended their ufe ;
admitting the propriety of their intro-
duétion where their good effeéts become
probable upon profefsional reafoning, or
condemning the adoption where I feel
myfelf juftified 111 fupportmcr a contrary
oplmon

. We are firft told, ¢ Rowels are of great
ufe in carrying off rheums or defluxions of
the eyes’;” but as no profefsional proofs have
been adduced, or cafes authenticated, by
any author whatever, to confirm this opinion,
it is very natural to wifh for info_rmation,
whether this ¢ use” has been afcertained
i effect, with or without the afsiftance of
carthatics, diuretics, or alteratives, one of
which, in thefe cafes, is generally called in
to their afsiftance : but as the effe&t of fuch
medicines are not externally perceptible, their
proportional fervices are buried in oblivion,
(as not being brought totally to proof) and
the crlory of the viétory, if obtained, is attri-
- o - buted -
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buted to ROWELLING, as a favouute fpemes !
of practice, not to be Vlolated by the rude and
and wzculiw(tted dictates of modern im-
provement 1 muft confefs, in the cafes
we now f{peak of; I fhould by no means
100 haftily recommend- their infertion ; but
proceeding with a proper degree of con-

iftency, according to the appar'ent caufe,
from a ftate of the blood, preter a courfe
of diuretics or alteratwes, (as the cafe might
requue) and referve the operation of rowel_-._
ling as my laft refource, when every other

- method had failed of the expec"ted‘ fuccefs.

In great fwellm’*s of the glands, &C

“about the throat and j Jaws, which thleaten

a fuﬂ’ocauon '—This is 'a recommenda-
tion fo dueéﬂy (,ontrary to every fyfte-
~matic and fcientific proceeding, that I fhall
confine both my {urprife and remarks merely
toa pxofe{sxonal explanatmn : and the in-
troduéhon of my own opinion, 1n oppofition.
to theirs. 1f the fwelhngs were fo alarming
as to threaten fuffocatxon, > and aﬂorded |
10 hope of fpeedy maturation, by topical ap-
phcatxons, (wluch muﬁ: ever prove the moft

p i E ehglble
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eligible and confiftent method of relief ) furely
immediate, ~repeated, and. occafional  dif-
charges of blood, muft contribute, in many\
~ways, to a removal of the danger appre-

hended, in caufing fome degree of revulfion
by depletion; which will undoubtedly, by
relieving the circulation, reduce the defcribed
firicture upon the parts, and render fuch pro-

ceeding very far preferable to the certain

hazard and tedious cxpetation of at leaff
three days, for the bare chance of very flowly

counteracting what «fuffocation” rmcrht pre-

- vent 5 long before one, or a multiplicity- of
rowels, could arrive at a proper degree of

fuppuration. And this is the very predomi-

nant reafon why 1 think they are by no

means to be relied on in-acute cafes of danger

and emergency ; fo much as repeated bleed-

ings, and fuch evacuations as become MORE
sPEEDILY effectual upon the frame and con-

{ftitution. ‘ :

% When the head feems particularly af-
_feéted, as in the vertigo or ftaggers, apoplexy, -
_&c. &c.”—In thefe cafes, after proper bleed-

ings, (Whlch muft precede every other con~

.ﬁderatlon} a proper e@mmatlon of the blood,
Tl eE “and
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and a neceffary removal of inteftinal obftruc-
tions, if they ihould be found reqmﬁte-
I cannot have the leaft objeﬁlon to the in-
fertion of a rowel, or rowels, prov1ded the
patient (in either cafe) can be prevailed
_upon to live three or JSour d@s, to try the
cfteét of the expenment, and tlns I admit
upon a 1ecommendat10n in my former vo-
lume, that < 1ncreaﬁng appearances of dan-
ger muft juftify exertions of alacnty and
fortitude :” Although I muft. confefs my ap-
prehenﬁon that either of the above cafes,
(unlefs early counteracted by the judicious
‘ 1nterpoﬁt10n of other admmlﬁlatlons) muft
g'un ground {00 rapidly upon the fyﬁcm, to
undergo a fudden change of improvement,

by means fo very taldy in the effe&s ot theu’
operatlon :

A 1 recent lamenefs '—Why in recen:
lamenefs, and before any of the milder me-
‘thods are introduced, I am at a lofs to con-
ceive ; but "upoﬁ' prefuinpfidn that every
‘other probable remedy is fet at defiance, for
the mcre applicable introduétjon of REsT,
I ftart not the moft trifling obje&ion, con-
v1nced it is the only plea that can be of-
‘ fered
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fered for the mapplzcable mhodurtzon of the
ROWEL.

i Swellin‘g of the legs and heels, attended
with a difcharge of thin ichorous matter,
&c.”—1I imagine, in fuch eafe, the rowel
is meant to be inferted after a non-fubmif- -
fion to the entire clafles of alteratives and
diuretics; whofe efficacious powers muft
be too well eftablithed by thofe who have
experienced their excellent properties, to be
entirely rejected, without fuch trial as they
are juftly entitled to by theu mnk in experi-
mental practice.

¢ In large and fudden fwellings in any
part of the body."’ - This is a recommenda-
tion fo vague, loofe, and indefinite, that it
will hardly admit of conftruction or determi-
nation. As « large and fudden fwellings”
may arife from various caufes, requiring very
different modes of treatment, it is natural to
conclude, (indeed to prove by practical de-
monftration) that fudden appearances muft
frequently juftify much MORE sUDDEN means
of counteraction, than patiently waiting, day
after day, for the expeoted and precarious
: difcharge
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difcharge of a rowel, that, after all. the fuf-
penie, may probably terminate unfavourably,
to the lofs of the fubject and mor tlﬁcatlon of
the owner. : B o

~¢ When extravafations of the fluids have
taken place from blows, bruifes, &c.’ "—Here
I cannot hefitate a moment to acquiefce in
the propofition, provided the infertioncan
conveniently take place immediately upon or
clofe to the part affected : if that cannot be
done, I object to the attempt : as the « ex-
travafated fluids” muft be abforbed into the
circulation before they can attain the place of
difcharge. If which can be accomplithed,
they may then be carried off by different
evacuants, without recourfe to fuch means ;
but if I perfeétly comprehend the allufion,
it is fuppofed to convey an idea of * ex-
travafated fluids” become ftagnant by length -
of time, and not to be reforbed into the cir-
culation by any probable means whatever.
In which cafe the rowel may be adopted
‘WITH PROPRIETY, provided it is inferted
under the advantages 1- have juft defcribed ;-
that is, dire@ly wpon, or immediately conti-
‘guous to, the feat ¢f difeafe. iy
: : : ¢« When
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1.8 When a horfe has had afevere fall, &e.
and in 2 variety of other cafes which will
occur to the judicious practitioner.”—This
propofition covers {uch a wonderful feope of
pofsibility, and includes {uch a variety of la-
titude for the inquirer, that it is by far too
unlimited in its compre‘henﬁoh to admit a
tedious enumeration of remarks applicable to
even half the cafes that may be brought into
the fcale of imaginary probability. This will
forcibly affect the judgment of every reader,
if he condefcends, for a few minutes only, -
to recolle¢t the ways a horfe may be affeéted
by a ¢ {evere fall,” are fo very numerous,
 that the advice here given (in fo extenfive a -
degree) muft prove conditionally dependent
upon, and be regulated entirely by, the opi-
nion of thofe to whom the fuperintendance
of fuch cafes become fubjeét, rendering every
farther remark upon this patTage extraneous
and unneceflary. -

After the firiGteft attention. to, and in-
‘Veﬁlgatlon of this {yftem, (anciently adopted
and tranfmitted, like domeftic property, or
Profefsional implements of bellows, anvil,
“hammer, and vice, from fire to fon) I feel
g : impartially
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impartially influenced to declare myfelf,a
veryflender advocate for their continuance in
practice upon the bafis of GENERAL uTI-
Lity. There may be fome few cafes, and
thofe few very confined in number, where,
from a non-fubmifsion to the dictates of a
more rational application, experiments may
be made by the credulous, of their /o wni-
verfal reputation ; but I am induced moft
heartily to believe, fuch alternative muft he
adopted much more upon the conftruétion of
HOPE, than the too flattering profpeét of
. EXPECTATION,

For my own part, voluntarily embarked
in a conditional truft of honour with the
public, for the pi‘omotion of equeftrian 1m-
provements by every rational and {cientific
means that can be advanced upon the face of
- well-founded opinion or practical experience,
it is impofsible for me to acquiefce in the
recommendation of their infertion, in the
variety of indifcriminate cafes before recited ;
from which I have withheld my approba~
ticn upon the firmeft conviétion, that no
fyftematic fubftantiated reafons have ever
been promulgated, demonfirating the ope-

rative
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rative procefs upon the animal ceconomy,
from which the reported good ¢ffects are SUP—‘
POSED TO BE PRODUCED.

I believe I have bef01e hinted their being
originally adopted in times of greater ob-
fcurity ; when the minds and manner were
not only much lefs enlightened, but the
almoft incredible property and power of
medicine not then difcovered and brought
palpably home, as it now 1is, to the moft
obftinate incredulity. In the remote age of
this invention, the volume of medical im- |
provement might be juftly confidered in its
lnfancy, emerging from the early efforts of
antiquity ; from which it has continued in
gradual refinement to its prefent period of
profefsional {plendor, under the indefatigable
aufpices of thofe whofe literary additions to
the works of fcience will perpetuate their

memories very far beyond any effufions that
~cani pofsibly fall from the grateful pen of
humble admiration.

It muft therefore fuffice in '1dd1t10nal con-~
firmation of the 1mprovement we applaud,
Lo obferve, that even im private practice
: : amongft
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amongft the human fpecies, thofe analogous
operations, IssUEs and s“EToNs,' in the courfe
of the laft forty or fifty years, are -compara-

tively obliterated ; bearing no kind of pro-

portion in common ufé being but very fel-

dom either advifed or adopted, but where tle
paltles, from an invincible perfonal or pecu-

ntary averfion to medicine, cannot be pre-

vailed upon to undergo fuch courfe as may -
evidently repair the conflitution, to a certain
partial confumption of the purfe.

After every obfervation I have been able
to deduce'from theory,' every remark I could
collect in practice, and every information to
be derived from thofe VvrLcanNian VEeTE-
RINARIANS I have had the honor to confult ;

"after the analization of its phyfical procefs
upon the frame; its being immediately and
equally fed from the fountain of circulation
and {upport ; a proper inveftigation and ex- -
pofure of the ridiculous idea of partially
drawing off corrupt or difeafed particles from
the -blood, that the animal may “ live the
purer with the other half;” and laftly, the
more contemptible propagation of their being
found apphcable to all difeafes, without a

3 ﬁngle ;
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ﬁnglé profefsional proof manfully and fcienti-
fically demonfirated, that they are abfolutely -

_neceffary or infallible 1¥ oNE ; it can create
no admiration that I feel myfelf juftified in
offering to the world an opinion, very little
fubfervientto the fuperficial decifions of thofe
who have preceded me upon this fubject.

Under the combined weight of thefe con-
fiderations, and fo far as they entitle me to
offer judgment, I dare venture to pronounce
‘and promulgate fuch belief, that there are
only a very few cafes in which they are either
individually neceffary or wufeful 3 having itat
all in their effeets, the PowER to produce
any fuch change in, or improvement upon,
the conftitution ; but what may be more con-
fiftently (and toa greater certainty) produced
by judicious interpofition of evacuants, diure-
 tics, alteratives, or fuch other clafs of medi-
<ines, as upon accurate inveftigation of the
caufe and reference to {fymptoms, may be
found correfponding with the cafe and its
explanatory parts, in our former volume,
more particularly adapted to medical difqui-
Mition and the cure of difeafe.

3 . i Phe
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The cafes to which they may be in fome
degree adapted, bearing profefsional traits in
their favour, are, partial fwellings of fome
duration, originally occafioned by extra-
vafated fluids become too vifcid by {tagna-
tion to be reforbed into the circulation ; cu-
taneous difeafes not fpeedily fubmitting to
the courfe of medicines adapted to - their
peculiar clafs ; inveterate lamenefs of long
ftanding in the fhoulders or ligamentary
parts, by the retention of inflammatory
matter firft fixed there by the improper and
too free ufe of fpirituous applications ; and
afthmatic complaints upon a confirmation of
their non-fubmifsion to conditional bleedings,
a moderate ufe of nitre, and fuch courfe
of pectoral detergents as will be found re-
commended under that head. In each of
which, I fhould not hefitate a moment to
urge the propriety of inferting the rowel as
near the caufe of complaint as pofsible ; that
the flux of matter (though colleéted - from
the circulation) might flow directly from,
or as contiguous to the feat as circumf{tances
will permit; and that fuch local infertion
may contribute afsiftance to whatever utility

they poflefs, in unloading to a certainty .
the

L
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the melghbo:)urmor veflels concerned in the
cafes we have jult defcribed. The advan-
tage natumlly refulting from fuch precau-
tion becoming too evidently obvious to re- '
quire further anatomical defeription or phy-
fical difquifition 3 the minutiz of -which,
(fo far as it appertains to the operation in
queftion) having been largely and accu-
rately explained in the definition of Hu-
MoURsS, under the laft article of EXERCISE,
and the prefent upon ROWELLING, cannot
ftand in the leaft need of additional eluci=
dation to render the whole perfeétly mtelh-
gible to every comprehenﬁon

HU TN EER S,

. : :

THE . particular management of horfes
pafsing under this denomination will ap-
pear to many matter of fo little confe-
quence, that it muft create furprife how
© any thing new can be introduced upon a
fubje they conceive fo univerfally and per-
fectly underftood. However fuch opinion
‘may be eftablithed in the contraéted minds
FiVor. I S e s N oF
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of thofe who exift only in error, and hever
condefcend to fanétion the moft promifing
ray of improvement, the great number of
valuable horfes that have loft their lives,
either in or immediately after the chace, in
the two laft feafons on}y, with his Majefty’s,
his Royal nghnefs the Prince of Wales’s,
Lord, Barrymore’s, and Captain Parker’s
hounds, are demenfirative proofs of inability
in the grooms, or indifcretion in the riders;
- as well as collateral corroboration that the
fyftem of perfection is not yet attained, even
in the firft huntmg ftables of fafhxon and

eminence.

Without prefuming to arraign in the
prefent inftance, the judgment of one, or
the prudence of the other, I fhall proceed
to lay down fuch- rules for the felection of
hunters, and the minute particulars of their

management, as have for a feries of more
than twenty years enabled me to enjoy the
pleafures of the chace with a multiplicity
of the fleeteft and moft popular packs. in
different parts of the kingdom ; without one
~of thofe unlucky contingencies that fo fre-
quent]y throw lefs thinking, or lefs experi

enced
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eneed fportﬁnén in the back"g‘romd of
'the picture with  mortification  and dif-
,gra,ce. . ; : ;

It thould be mdehble’ in: the mind of
every juvenile and recent {por tfman, that to
bring a ‘horfe into the field out of condition,
incurs inftantaneous fu/picion, if not con-
‘ tempt; the curiof fity (not to fay infulting in-
difference) of every Ipectator is excited, who
. fortunately excels in the figure or qualifica-
tions of his fteed, and the fuperiority of his
equipments.  And this is not at all to be
wondered at, when thofe entirely unac-
_quainted with the faét are informed, that
as much emulation is perceptlble in the dif-
play of a Jporting apparatus, as in the exult-
ing fplendor of a birth-day appearance in
the vicinity of St. James's: not only the
RipERrs, but their Horses, are fraught
‘with the infe@ious fpirit of rlvalfhlp ; and
impatiently wait the moment, that infpires

- €ach with the vigour of general conten-
tion. - ;

~ Horfes impel fect in their appearance, with
fulnefs of the legs, foulnefs in the coat, cracks
' 2 , i
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in the heels, or poverty in:the frame, are
immediately furveyed with the eye of at-
tentive in{pection ; this obligue but accurate
furvey as certainly terminates to the difcre-
dit of the mafter as thie prejudice of the fer-
vant, leaving no favourable imprefsion of
~their ftable management at home, or equef-
trian prudence in the field. :

External deficiency is not the only incon-
venience arifing from improper condition 3
the concomitant ills refulting from it are
not unfrequently attended with the moft
{erious confequences, Horfes for the very
{fevere and ftrong chaces with' STAac or Fox
1hould have both the blood and body regulated
to the higheftdegree of purity and perfeétion;
fuch fyfiem of information may be readily
acquired by proper attention to the neceflary
inculcation and judicious’ obfervatlon, previ-
ous to the commencement of the feafon.
This fa®, founded upon the criterion of
experience, naturally leads us into an enquiry

“what thofe preparations are,and the necefsity
for their introduétion: thefe we thall con-
fequently advert to, but not without an ob-

‘lique remembrance of; and reference to, thofe

Cymcal cavilifts who (applehendmg no dan-
. ger
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ger t1H they feel it) fet phyfic at def ance ; and
never fubmit to acknowledge its utility, till
the total lofs of one horfe and the irreparable
injury to another, demonftrate the abfurdity
of their ill-founded objections ; compulfively
adding them in rotation to the annually in-
creafing lift of converts to a rational fyfie-
matic mode of ftabularian improvement.

~ Such obftinate non-compliance w1th the

Juﬁlﬁed diétates of fafety refulting from ex-

perience, can arife only from a total want of

thought, or knowledge of the animal cecono-

my ; by which every‘fecret‘z’dn, evacuation,

‘motion and labour is regulated, or aétion con~
trouled. From the recurring force of this
refleétion, lct every SporTsMAN whofe mind
is at all open to the rays of refinement, (and
‘who has not, like Tony LuMPKIN, imbibed
his entire ftock of pénetraﬁon from the apron-
Airing of a Mrs. Hardcafile, conducting his
whole affairs by ¢ the rule of Thumb %)
confider the abfolute necefsity of beftowing
Tome little occafional attention to the indica-
tions of NaTURE; the direé procefs of ali-
ment and. digefiion, with its fubfequent fource
of rutrition; enabling hlmfelt to afcertain (at
leaft with fome degree of premﬁon) the ftate
' U 3 = - of
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of his own horfes in ficknefs or health to
difcover their necefsmes and prefcnbe the
~ remedies, without a degradmg dependence
upon the accumulated ignorance and affeéted
confequence of every illiterate groam, ofiler,
_or flable-boy ; who, it is univerfally known,
proudly poffefs- obfolete receipts for " every
pofsible difeafe to which the horfe is liable,
(without its containing perhaps one appli-
cable ingredient) and will valiantly vouch
for the INFALLIBILITY OF ITS VIRTUES,
though it is ten to one he is totally unac-
quainted with the articles of which it is
compofed, and ftill more probably has not

ability to read the ver 'y farrago he fo con-
ﬁdently 1ecommends

This evil Tas originally arifen, .and been
_increafed in its growth by too implicit, or
- rather too indolent a fubmifsion of mafiers

in general, to the indifcreet (not to add fon e-
’tzmes infernal) and ridiculous propoﬁtlons of
“thefe people, upon whofe deftructive affec- -
tation of knowledge I have already fo repeat-
-edly expatiated under different heads; but am

by praQical obfervations, as often brought to

a repewal ot the fubject, to place every gen-
tleman
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tléman or {portfman on his guard: againft
their inceffant obtrufions of medical judg-
* ment; having within the laft few days heard
“a moft illiterate puppy of the clafs defcribed,
propofe the infinuation of lump fugar for a
defect IN THE EYE, without a fingle reafon
toafsign for the fupport of his recommenda-
tion, but that ¢ it was hke enough to do it
good i

~ This idea is too fublime and expanded for
a fingle remark in animadverfion 3 but furely
every pr opuetor of horfes muft find it greatly-
conducive to a promotion of his own eafe
and intereft, if he would condefcend to pay
{uch attention to this fubject, as might un-
doubtedly contribute a proportion of confi-
dence to his additional knowledge ; and to-
tally exculpate him from the mortifying pre=
~ dicament of appealing to the barren capacity
of his fervant in a MATTER OF MAGNI-
~ TUDE, whofe underftanding or inftruions
he would not fubmit to confult, or even con-
‘defcend to hear, upon much more inferior
occafions. "

There has always exlﬁed a dlverﬁty of
W opinions
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opinions refpe&mg the propriety of purgmg
horfes previous to the commencement of the
hunting feafon ; and this, as I have before
hinted, has been one of the long-ftanding -
dithes of contention between the rights and
the wrongs ; it will be therefore expected
(by thofe impartial inveftigators who-are not
blinded by invincible prejudice, but open
to the convi@ion arifing from reafon) ‘that
fomething fhould now be advanced to jufiify
or condemn, what from not profefsionally
- underftanding the operative procefs of, or its
effects upon the frame, has hitherto fufpended
their opinions, not khowing with juflice which
method to avoid, which to purfue‘. v

That the matter may, however, be

7 brouoht nearer the criterion of decifion, by
: being more clearly explained, I’fhall en-
deavour (without indulging a wifh to attract
- unneceffarily the attention of any reader fr om
~what he may perceive an obje of greater
11111301 tance) to convey fuch defcription of its

- necefsity, its operation upon the blood, and
falutary effects upon the conftitution ; as I am
induced to believe will prevent the confifi-.
£ncy of PURGING being lonver a matter of
controxmfy,
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cﬁntroverfy but that upon certain and p1 oper
occafions, it will become univerfally adopted
under the condltxom] regulations fo accu-
rately explained in our former volume of this
work. « Thoefe mﬁru@uons, howey ‘er, apper-
‘taining more particularly to the compofition
of various forms, the aét of adminiftration,
and the mode of a&ion upon the inteftinal
gontents, we advelt now to the more remote
confideration of its operafwe effects u pon the
ENTIRE SYSTEM, in juftification of its adop-
tion previous to the annual exertions of vio-

lence, that fo evidently increafe the »elomty
of the blood, '

It may be remembered, that in my former |
volume, under inftruiouns for getting horfes
into condition, I have recommended the ope-il
ration of bleeding in a few days after bemg
taken from grafs ; by faying, “ a proportion
may be taken away, according to the fize, -
ftate, ftrength, and tempejamentofthe horfe,
with due attention to the fleth he may have
gained, s onsthe 1mpur1tles he may have im-
bibed with his pafture.”” This paffage is {o
truly exprefsive, and conveys to the mind fo
much in {o thort a  manfiex, that I have been

. induced
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upon the article of nutrition, circulation,
evacuation, and exermfe, it muit be pelfeéﬂy
~ and fyftematically clear to every comprehen-
fion ; that a horfe too plethoric in habit, too
‘much loaded with fleth, too vifcid in the
ftate of his blood, or too little accuf’romed
to exercife, can never be brought into fuch
{trong exertions as the 'C'hace‘, Wi'thou‘t a
very great probability of exciting inflam-
‘mation, that may terminate in different de-
grees of difeafe, danger, and difquietude.
Admitting therefore itsindifpenfable necefsity
with horfes of the above defeription, it muft
be taken into the aggregate, that although
great inconveniencies and diftrefsing cireum-
{ftances may pofsibly arife, from the want of
plecautlon in not bringing fuch prev entatives
mnto ufe, where the frame is replete W1th 1m-
purities ; it can by no means follow that by
the omifsion, with horfes in any tolerable
condition, the probable confequence becomes
inevitable.”

& T dnw the line of dlﬁmétlon betwcen '
fubjects rendering it a matter of necefsity
with one, or prudence and prevention only :

5 with
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with another ; it muft be candidly acknow-
leged, that inftances frequently 6cc;ur, where
horfes, perfectly clean, healthy, and without
any wﬁbl& caufe to fufpect foulnefs in the
.-bmd}z, ‘or. 1mpur1ty in the blood, have, by
proper attention to ftable management, good
feeding, and regular exgrc:lfe, been brought
into the field in no degraded condition, and
gone through the feafon with a moderate de-
gree of perfection. Though this thould not
~ be attempted till an attentive obfery ation to
the ftate of the coat, eyesy legs, heels, the :
wmd in bruthing gallops, and the qua]xty or
appearance of the perfplratwe matter in the
~ act of tranfpiration, may juflify a reliance
upon the faith of experiments; as latent im-
puritics, or grofs vifciditics may remain dor-
mant in the conflitution, till roufed into ac-
tion by effects too numerous and extenfive te
admit of reiterated explanation, without de-
viating too largely from the fubject it is our
; prefcnt purpofe to purfue,

Havmg introduced remarks that were un-
 avoidable to demonfirate the conﬁﬁ:ency of
Cauymo off fuch fuperflux as may confti-

tute -
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tute a- preternatural weight upon the animal
ceconomy, by mcumbenng the infinity of
finer veflels fo exquifitely concerned in feafea
“tion and circulation, throwing the more no-
“ble parts of the machine into d1forder . We
proceed to explain the operative prdcé’fs and
effects of Carmarric EVACUANTS upon
the general fyftem ; by which phyfical ope-
ration, nature becomes gradually relieved
from the plethoric burthen of repletion, af-
fecting even the moft diftant parts of the ex-
tremities, by means fo univerfally known and
repeatedly defcribed.

PURGING, in its common and fuperficial ac-
ceptation with the unenlightened multitude,
is confidered merely asa ready and conveni- .
ent mode of expelling aload of accumulated
contents from the ftomach, or'excrements
~ from the inteftines ; without a relative con-
fideration, or fingle idea of its more remote
~ and falutary influence upon thofe parts of the
frame, that are in general eftimation fuppofed
* to be very little concerned in the opera‘uon or

; ths effects.

To
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To elucidate this matter, and render it
perfectly comprehenfible, (with as little re-
ference as pofsible to abftrufe reafoning or
anatomical difquifition) let it be underftood,
that the.internal coat of the ftomach is fo
plentifully portioned with branches from the
nervous {yftem, that it may with great pro-
priety be termed the joint {eat of irfitability ;
for exclufive of the acting ftimulus of the
cathartic medicines upon the extreme fen-
fibility of the nerves, {fo innumerably dif-
perfed in their different ramifications, they
act alfo by irritation upon the mouths of the
lacteals and lymphatics, exciting a continued
and proportional emifsion of their contents
into the inteftinal canal, fo long as the ffi-
mulative properties of the medicine may
have power to a¢t; during which fuch
abforption of LympH, and the regurgitation
of CHYLE, intermixes Wlth, and is carried
off by the excrements.

By this conftant fimulus upon the exqui-
fite fenfibility of . the ftomach and inteftines,
the vermicular motion is not only excited to
a more frequent difcharge of its contents, but
its continual irritation of the vafcular fyﬁem

Vor. II. X pro-
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produces an increafed {ecretion of lymph and

chyle, which, in the procefs of abforption and
contribution to the excrementitious expulfion,
is proportionally fupplied (or the veffels re-
* plenifhed) from even the meft diftant part of
the extremities; which evidently accounts for
the vifible advantages arifing from a courfe of
phyfic, when a horfe labours under the in-
conveniencies refulting from repletion; and is
faid, in the Vulcanian phrafeology, to have the
-HuMouRs fallen into the legs, or fixed upon
any particular part of the frame.

Thus much is introduced to render perfectly
clear, what I term the mechanical procefs
_ of purgation; by ftri¢tly attending to which

it will evidently appear, that the weaker a ca-

thartic is in its property, the lefs it will affeét
the fluids fufpended in different parts of the
frame; for its firft ftimulus alting upon the
nervous {yftem as the mof irritable, the lym-
phatics and la&eals become only the fecon-
dary feat of provocation, and more proportio-
nally acted upon as the puysic is increafed
in its power of ftimulation. = .

From this very neceflary remark, I mean to
‘ : infer,
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infer, and wifh it to be generally and incon-
trovertibly underftood and held in remem-
brance, that a very moderate dofe of phyfic
will act in a great degree upon the irrita-
bility of the ftomach and inteftines only, ex-
citing a difcharge of their contents, as before
defcribed ; while its increafed ftrength will,
by its additional fiimulus upon and perfe-
vering irritation of the finer veflels, excite
their regurgitative contribution to the general
evacuation, fo long as the irritating proper-
ties of the carthartic fhall retain the power
of acting upon the vafcular {yftem ; which
_ differing {o very much in different fubjeéts,
requires proper difcrimination in the compo-
fition of purging medicines, confequently,
fhould always be carefully adapted to the
ftate, conftitution, and bodily ftrength of the
horfe. .

This naturally leads us to an inquiry of
~ the different degrees of pHYsic, as mofit
applicable to the various occafions for which
they are brought into ufe. It evidently ap=
pears by the above inveftigation, that the
milder cathartics aét fuperficially, merely to
difcharge the contents of the inteftinal ca-
: X2 ~. nals
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nal ; and are therefore calculated as preven-
tatives to the pofsible inconveniencies of im-
pending repletion; prefervatives of health, or
neceffary preludes to the completion of PER-

FECT CONDITION.

The fame eclucidation likewife demon-
ftrates the confiftency of increafing the pro-
portions, or enlarg\fmg the dofes, when more
diftant fervices are expected by calling the
remote powers into action, for the purpofes
fo particularly explained ; for inftance, mn’
great repletion of the veffels, fulnefs of the
carcafe,  heavinefs of the head and eyes,
{welling and tention of the legs, and fuch
other caufes as will be hereafter explained.
Gentle cathartics, acting merely as obfervable
laxatives, can never be expected to reach the
feat of thefe complaints; fuch BRISK PURGES
only can be adopted with propriety, as will,
- by their continued ftimulus, come inte con-

tact with, and additionaily act upon, the very

interjtices of the ftomach and inteftines, after
the excrementitious fuperflux is thrown off ;
exciting by fuch means, the lymphatics and
ladteals to difgorge fome portion of their
extra contents, (diftinguithed from time im-
' memorial
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memorial by the appellation of HUMOURS) |
to be ultimately carried off with the remain-.
ing efforts of inteftinal expulfion.

If any farther explanation can be at all
required, to render this procefs more intel-
ligible to the dulleft comprehenfions, I muft
beg permifsion to recommend fuch Reader to
a retrofpective recolle@ion of his own fenfa-
tions towards the concluding operations of an
emetic, or cathartic ;.when I believe it will
immediately occur to his remembrance, that
the irritation of the veffels was much more
fevere and effectual, (proved by the repeated
' ftrainings) than in the preceding difcharges
when the contents were expelled with much
greater eafe to the patient, though lefs effi-
cacy upon the frame. :

As I have juft hinted, there arc other
diforders, or rather advanced ftages, of thofe
laft defcribed, (and for which < brifk purges”’
are recommended, ) that require a ftill more’
pecuhar mode of caunter-ation ; as horfes
fubjeét to, or labouring under, inveterate
cracks in the heels; 0ozing indications of,

or palpable greafe ; cutaneous eruptions; vaf-
; X8 cular-
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cular knots, or tubercles, the evident effeéts
of plenitude ; worms, or fluétuating palns in
the limbs, occafioning alternate lamenefs in
one part or another. In all which cafes, it
1s to be obferved, Liorfes thould never have
their exercife or labour increafed, to the leaft
degree of violent exertion, without firft un-
dergoing EvAcUATIONS of fuch kind, as

become immediately applicable to the cafe
in queftion.

For my own' part, T feel myfelf power-
fully influenced to recommend the early ad-
minifiration of mercurial purges, accurately
- proportioned to the ftate of the fubjeét and
prevalence or duration of difeafe; and this
upon the experimental bafis of minute at-
tention to their fingular effeéts upon the con-
ftitutions of horfes, in a vauety of inftances
that perfeéﬂy juftify me in communicating
ESTABLISHED PROOFs of their fuperior ex-
cellence, not only in the different cafes juft
recited, but in many others, that it would

beforeign to our prefent purpofe to enume-
Yare,:

To prevent perpetual obtruﬁon of tech-
¢ £ nical -
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nigal myftery, or medical difquifition, by
enlarging upon the means of the mercurial
particles entering into contact with the blood ;
its power of attenuation, gradual diffolution
of the fluids and gentle ftimulation of the
folids, (which muft at all times hang heavy
upon the mind of the unfcientific 1nqu1rer)
we muft let our abbreviated allufion fuf-
fice, as a more fatisfactory mode of intel-
ligent information, than a tedious chain of
phyfical definition, that, it may be thought,
has been already introduced by much too
often.

In this tribute to the almoft incredible
effe@s derived from the judicious and falutary
_interpofition of MERCURIAL CATHARTICS,
I beg to difclaim every idea of patronizing
fuch compohtmns, prepared from the pre-
{criptive {craps of anthulty, in the poffefsion
~of every bellows blower in the kingdom ; not
more in refpect to the probable difpropor-
tion and certain . danger of their ingredi-
ents, than the abfurd, improper, and indif-
" criminate  mode of introduction. Of thefe
preparations, as of the various noftrums and
“quack medicines of the prefent day, I hold
X the
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the fame uniform and invariable opinion ; that
the public are eternally peftered with innu-
merable advertifements, announcing the ;-
raculous cures, (NATURE HAS PERFORMED)
but not a fingle word of the many thoufands
fuch medicines have deftroyed : fo true it is,
“ dead men tell no tales.” :

Having gone through what I conceive a
duty incumbent, refpecting the operation
of phyfic and its effets upon the frame, to
clucidate, as much as circumftances would
admit, a {ubject that has been hitherto con-
fidered as fufficient matter to juftify and fup-
port a contrariety of opinions; I muft, after
giving it {uch profefsional explanation as my
flender abilities were adequate to, fubmit the
propriety of the practice, under conditionat
regulations, to the decifion of thofe who may
do me the honour of minutely iﬁveﬁigating,
what has been neceffarily advanced for ge-
neral confideration ; begging permifsion to
obferve, that particular inftructions for the
management of horfes under the operation
of pHYSIC, may be found in the former
volume under that head ; the prefent pages:
having been dedicated entirely to the ope-

: rative
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rative procefs and its effects upon the confti-

tution, for the purpofe of unwelﬁzl or rather
common comprehenﬁon.

That tafk having been at length performed,
we take leave of the dry and unentertain-
ing ftudy of medical abftrufity, and proceed
to fuch part of our plan as will prove more
entertaining and acceptable to thofe, who
may condefcend to confult us for either
amufement or information. I have promifed
under the prefent head, rules for the felec-
tion of Hu~nTERS, and fome ufeful hints for
their management in the ftable and chace.
In refpect to the former, fuch defcriptive
parts as conflitute uniformity and the points
of perfection, will be found fo accurately
delineated in the early pages of our former
volume, ‘that its repetition would bear too
much the appearance of literary impofition ;
from which accufation, it has been our ear-
neft endeavour, in every page, to ftand clear]y
exculpated

Updn the fubject of felection there can -
therefore be but. little to introduce beyond
the necefsity of adhering in choice, as much

as
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as pofsible, to thofe that are well-bred, or, in
- other words, fuch as come the neareft in pe-
digree, fymmetry, fathion, and apparent
ftrength to thofe in conftant ufe for the turf,
bearing the denomination and figure of
BLOOD HORSES, as moft adequate in fpeed
and durability (ftermied bottom) to long and
fevere chaces with fleet hounds, or in deep
countries ; under which horfes of an inferior
defcription {o frequently fink for'want of that
- conftitutional ftamina or inberent fortitude,
that horfes of high pedigrees are fo eminently
known to poffefs. -
t

~ From this eftablifhed and incontrovertible
fact, we are naturally induced to introduce a-
few oblique remarks upon the very necefiary
qualification of ¢ Bong;” fo fathionably and
eternally echoed and tranfmitted (in equef~
trian infpection) from one affected puppy to
another, that they feem to have anticipated,
or rather premeditated, the inexprefsible plea-
fure of difcovering what they call ¢ @ want
of bone” in the horfes of others, that they
‘unluckily feldom or ever “perceive in ther
own. Thefe curious obfervers, (mere pre=

tenders to judgment) never condefcend to
' invel-
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inveftigate caufes or effeéts farther than ag
at firft fight they affe the {uperficies of

their very fhallow comprehenfion ; from
whence arifes the prevalent refleftion upon
the want of bone, {o exceedingly common,
and fo frequently ill-founded, that at the

| time of examination, the fubje& fo difpa-
raged is fometimes loaded like a cart horfe.
From this total ignorance of the anatomical
-conformation has originated the erroneous
conjecture of fixing the bafis of ﬂrengt'h in
the bony ftruéture only, without a contin-
gent réference or relative confideration to
the mufcular appendages, that, in fact, cen-
ftitute the very main fpnng of firength and
a&tion.

' 'We are not at all difinclined to admit that

the greater the fulcrum or mechanical centre
of fupport; the more powerful thould be the
component parts to conflitute the accumu-
lation of firength; though this, like many
other rules {fuppofed to be general, is liable
“to frequent exception. Of this there are
- diftin& proofs among the different degrees
of horfes, in the particular purpofes for
which they are bred, or afterwards become

appro-
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appropriate to ; for inftance, horfes bred with
ftrength for draft, or with {peed for the
chace, are fo direétly oppofite in fome part of
their /hape, and the whole of their requifites,
that what conftitutes perfections for the one,
difplays an abfolute deficiency for the other.

Hence arifes the inconfiftency of bring-
ing crofs-bred heavy horfes into the chace,
where their own weight, and want of ac-
_tion, lay the foundation of their defici-
ency : for in hard or long running they be-
come inevitably exhaufted, and frequently
fall victims to the imprudent perfeverance
of their riders. Thofe juvenile or inat-
tentive fportfmen, whofe experience has
been. exceedingly limited, or obfervations
confined, may not yet be perfeétly convinced
that BLoop Horsks (notwithftanding the
popular clamour of their deficiency in
bone) will exceed in fpeed, firength, and
bottom, whatever horfes of an oppofite de-
fcriptiqn may be brought into the field ;
and of this fa¢t I am fo exceedingly well
convinced by experimental obfervation and
unremitting attention, that in a long chace

’ with
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with fleet hounds, running breaft high, and

acrofs @ country, nothing but horfes three
| parts or thorough bred, can ever lay by the
fide of them. ‘

In addition al{o to this truth, let us en-
counter the full force of another notion '
equally ridiculous, and well calculated for
thofe ‘who hunt in theory, and enjoy the
chace upon paper; of “ a blood horfe not
- having bone and ftrength fufficient to cover
a deep and dirty country;’ when every
fportfman of experience, who has made the
trial impartially, will join with me in the
affertion, that horfes of that defcription
abfolutely poffefs the ftrength (in their great
power of action and pliability) to pafs over
fuch country, with very flight imprefsion and
no'great labour; when it is a matter not to
~ be controverted, that a ftrong heavy horfe,
not only finks deep with his own weight at
every {troke, but extricates himfelf with the
utmoft “dafficulty, leaving his rider in the
pleafing  predicament of foon inquiring
“ which way the hounds are gone?” with
the greater gratification of poffefsing a horfe

. of
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of ‘bone and firength fufficient to carry him
“ AFTER any pack of hounds in the king-
dom.” Having before bid adieu to medical
myftery and anatomical defcription, we do
not mean to renew the fubject by a com-
parative detail of mufcles and tendons, with
their appertaining confiderations ; but leave
every reader to make up his own mind upon
the qualifications and kind of horfe moft ap-
plicable to his idea of the chacé, and inten-
tion of riding with or after the hounds;
proceeding to a communication of fuch re-
marks as, properly attended to, may be pro-
duétive of their different degrees of utility.

It may be remembered, that the different
fubjeéts of PHYSIC, EXERCISE, and CON-
pitioN have all been feparately confidered,
and their advantages ‘accurately explained ;
as may be perceived by application to the
index of either volume for information upon
‘any particular head. We now confequently
arrive at the commencement of the hunting
feafon, when, meeting in the field, every
countenance betrays a heart elate with the
general effufion of jby that is toenfue. Pre-

vi_ous to farther animadverfion upon which;
: St
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jt-becomes neceffary to remark, that the ex-
treme degree of perfe€tion, and high condi-
tion I have hitherto recommended, and al-
lude to in my future inftruétions for ftable
management, are by no means intended to
‘be generally extended to horfes in common
. ufe with marriEgs ; whofe offices of fervice
are fo exceedingly different to the very ftrong
and fevere chaces with sTac or Fox, that
they may naturally be underftood to be al-
ways fufficiently prepared W1th a very infe-
tior tr eatment t

Left fuch gentlemen, who from fituation,
nclination, advanced age, or bodily dehilita-
tion, are attached to the frigidity of HARE
Huntine, thould feel the dignity of their
pack, and “the fplendor of their retinue, de-
graded by what they may erroneoufiy conceive
an oblique infinuation of contempt; I muft
beg to fubmit to the criterion of their own
demﬁon, the almoft incredible difference be-
fween the exertions and duration of the two,
Horfes that become the neceflary appendage
to harriers, undergo fuch fudden changes in
their fport, not more in the frequent dull
and tedious attendance: upon the hounds

: 2 = wiaen
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when trailing to find in the cold and chil-

ling dreary fog of a fevere winter’s morning,

than the alternate contrafts in the chace,

arifing from thofe checks in ¢ heading, turn-

ing, doubling, and fquatting,” that confti-

tute firft a burft to promote per{piration,
then a ¢ fault” to {fupprefs it.

This is fo very oppofite to the violent and
continued exertions of a chace with either
STAG or FoX, in the prefent improved
breed and flectnefs of hounds, that I only
mean to convey an idea of the probable
hazard of having a horfe kept in too high a
ftile for a chace fo fubjeét to fluétuation in
the different degrees of /eat and cold, that a
horfe in perfeét condition muft have great
good fortune, or an excellent conflitution,
not to feel the ill effects of long attendance
upon HARRIERS, at leaft in thofe coun~
tries where the {carcity of game admits
of much loft time between killing and find-

~ig. For my own part, however "repug-
nant the opinion may prove to one clafs
of fportfmen, T feel myfelf juftified in
declaring, no confideration whatever fhould
influence me to dance attendance upon bar-
riers,

-
-
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riers, with a horfe of great value and folel'-
able perfection, unlefs a certainty of expedi-
tioufly finding, and inceffant running, might
induce me to evercife a horfe on the interme-
 diate days, asa prelude to the chace with
either of the other two.

: Conﬁdering, thereforé, the management
wé allude to, as appertaining more particu-
‘larly to horfes of high qualifications, we
advert, as before mentioned, to the com-
mencemeht of the {feafon; when, at the
 place of meeting, every {portfman feels eager
for the fport and replete with emulation.
That we may .omit no inftruétion or advice,
however minute, that can atall contribute to °
the pleafure or fafety of the chace: let 1t be
held in remembrance, the frame (or rather
the ftomach) thould never be loaded when
entering into immediate action. The portions
of hay and water thould be adminiftered with
- avery {paring hand, for the laft twelve or
fixteen hours preceding the chace; to which
end hay fhould be reftri¢ted in quantity more
on that night than any other, his evening
“ and morning feeds of corn being increafed in
Mor, 1L Y ’ propor-
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proportion“ to the deﬁc’iencyn in -the other
part of his aliment. On the morning of
Thunting he fhould be drefled and fed early; |
having his head ftrapped up till faddled for |
the field, to prevent (if a coaife feeding horfe) @
his making the clean firaw a. neeeflary ifub-'
ftitute for the artificial fcarcity of hay.

The day preceding which, every judicious
or experienced fportfman arranges all his %
affairs, to prevent the leaft probability of delay"’
difappointment, or interruption to his fport;
by accurately afcertaining the adequate ﬁa‘té ’§
of his horfe and the {afety of. his apparatus. i
He defcends to an attentive {furvey of the feet |

" and the clinches of the fhoes; thereby avoid- ?:
ing the diftrefsing dilemma of Compulﬁvely
exploring a sMITH’S sHoP, in ai {hanoe
country, during the heat and happmefs of |
the chace, by the inexprefsible mortification |
of cafting a fhoe: a cucumﬁance that: wdi
feldom or never happen under the occaﬁoml
infpection of the fmith, who will moﬁ cer- |
tainly never forget the proPER or accul-
tomed time of examination; provided he is |
retained upon the principle of mutual conve- |

, : nience, |

.(‘i
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nience, fo particularly _expliiiihed in 138 and
the following pages. ‘

Proper attention thould be paid to the form
of the faddle and the ftate of its ftuffing, to
prevent even the pofsibility of the tree com-
ing into injurious contact with the wither; or.
the probability of warbles, by the indenta-
tion or frition of ‘the girth buckles, in a
long or fevere chace. The girth web for
hunting thould be what is termed * {pring
web” in preference, for the advantage of its
‘additional elafticity ; the harth, tight wove
web very frequently occafioning a laceration
of the integument, known by the name of
“ bowel galled.” 1f due refpeétwas alfo paid
to the probable durability of the ftirrup .
leathers, it might certainly render fuperflu-
ous the paltry difplay of a NEw BELT round
the body of a GENTLEMAN, indicating 2
fafe refource for a broken leather; a piece
of equefirian oftentation never practifed by
fportfmen of eftablithed reputation, who are
univerfally known to be too fubftantially pro-
vided, in fo material a part of their equip-
ments, to ftand the moft diftant chance of

an accident, that would not only retard their
: Yo = progiils
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progrefs, but inevitably t/groze’) them out, be-
fore they could repair their lofs, if the
hounds were then crofsing a country. '

If horfes have not fix or eight miles to
the hounds on the morning of hunting, they
thould be walked at leaft an hour, or hour
and half, before they appear at the place
of meeting; the confiftency of their hay-
ing fufficient time to unload the frame by
frequency of evacuation, has been {fo fully
explained under the article of exercife, and
its palpable utility muft be fo forcibly ftrik-
ing to every perfon at all convinced of its
effects, that it cannot pofsibly require any
additional elucidation.

Suppofing outfelves arrived at that unful-
lied feat of unanimity the place appointed,
whether throwing into covert for a Fox, or
turning out the pDEER ; every fportfman will
acknowledge it may be juftly deemed the
critical moment, when the powers of ex-
hilaration nearly exceeds the limits of pre-
fcription, and we ¢ moft wonder how our
reafon holds.” This is the crifis that too
frequently deprives the juvenile rider (in

: his
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his initiation) of the degree of prudence fo
exceedingly neceffary in the early part of
the chace ; particularly at the beginning of
the feafon, when they are o little inured to
exertions of violence and fatigue. The fir/
burft, with either DEER or Fox, is gene-
ally fevere, and not unfrequently of long
duratien, in which too much tendernefs
cannot be beftowed upon the very fountain-
head. of your pleafure; from whofe per-
feétions and perfeverance only you can -
derive your enjoyment of the chace. Tt is.
therefore perfectly right to have it ever
in remembrance, that the more moderately
a horfe is exerted in the early part of the
day, the greater probability you infure of
feeing the end of it; with the pleafing con-
folation of eafe to your horfe, and no bad
compliment to yonal* own reputation ; for it
is a well known faé, that there are hun-
dreds in a feafon, who from an impatient
defire and eager impetuofity to fee too much
- of the beginning, {eldom or, never know
much of the conclufion, pro.moting by indif-
cretion the very means of their mortification
and difgrace, '

T ‘Modera-
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‘_Mode‘ratlon”m 'the,chace, and fteady at-
tention to the leading hounds, will ‘co‘r‘lﬁant/ly
prevent confiderable difficulty to the rider,
as well as the horfe: this is a matter,
. however, more ¢ devoutly to be withed,”
- than at all to be expeéted. It is equally
natural to conclude, that moft of thofe ad-
herents attached to and enjoying the chace,
would regulate the fpeed of their horfes
by the depth of the ground they go over;
obfervation dally convinces us it is not fo,
and that there are very numerous excep-
tions to fuch necefﬁry and laudable circums-
{tances.

Experience conftantly affords us demon-
ftrative proof, that nothing fo much ex-
haufts the bodily ftrength, reduces the
fpeed, and exhaufls the wind, as ftrong and
repeated leaps in any, but particularly in
deep countrics : this refleétion ought furely
to “convince young or unthinking riders,
that {fuperfluous le>aps,‘ and unneceffary diffi-
culties, thould never be boaftingly encoun-
tered, to difplay an affectation of equeftrian
courage, ' or pragmatic confequence; for

they 1mmed1ately (m the mind of evely pru-
~ dent
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dgnt and humane obferver) appear fo many
incontrovertible proofs of his ignorance or
mdxfuet;on Thefe HERUES ON HORSEBACK
1cquue to be Cn]ph'lth’l“y informed, that
fuch voluntaly acts of oppxe{sxon invariably
 operate to the prejudice of the perlfounel,
~however he may be fanétioned by_ﬁ»'tuatiovn‘
or favoured by 'f,ort_uxx.f:, proving unluckily
abortive of the original defign; for what is
{o evidently intended to promote admiration
is as certainly produétive of indiﬁ"erénqe and
,co'ntempt.

Another ac& of folly and indifcretion is
equally calculated to excite the difguft and
indignation of every eftablithed {portfman
in the field ; that ridiculous vanity of try-
ing the fpeed and opprefsing the fpirit of

your hotfe, in racing with every {ympa-
 thetic competitor; and it would be very
extraordinary in fo numerous a company, it
one fool was long deprived of the pleafure of
finding a companion. At the conclufion of
the chace, whether the death of a rox °
Or';th,,e. taking of the DEER, numerous
temptations prefent themfelvesto the young

~and mexpenenced {portfman, even in_the
X 4 mfancy :
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infancy of his initiation; while encounter-
iﬁg' the various propofitions of the company,
{ufpended in opinion between the prevalence
of inclination and power of confiftency.

Previous to the remarks I proceed to make,
it is not inapplicable to introduce one obfer-
vation relative to a termination of the diftin&
chaces I have juft had occafion to mention ;
for though the former muft be candidly ac-
 knowledged proportionally fevere in its

courfe, it is by no means comparative in its
“duration. His MajesTY’s Red Deer, under
the acknowledged excellence of their prefent
eftablifhment, exceed in the length of their
runsall former remembrance, and almoft every
conception of thofe unacquainted with the
{ubject; from threeto four hours may be can-
didly confidered the average of each chace,
with deer in high condition ; at the conclu- .
fion of which it is no uncom moin circumftance’.
to be wenty, five and lwenty, or thirty miles
from home, or the place of tufning.out;, :

This is the period when every imprud‘ent
or impatient rider thould exert his judgment
to dlfCOVGl the ftate of his horfe and regulate
: his
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his proceedings accordin gly; horfes are never
" fo perfectly at eafe as in their own Sables,
which they fhould attain with all pofsible
convenience. There are numbers who (with-
outat all adverting to the length of the chace,
or their diftance from home,) may be con-
ftantly obferved eagerly inquiring the nearefl
way to the firft houfe of public accommo-
dation, making what converts they can by
example; where, without a reference to con-
tingencies, horfes in fuch flate are rathly
configned to the unfullied care and inceffunt
attention of the IMMACULATE OSTLER, (if
the premifes are enabled to produce onc)
when they are ordered to be “ well cleaned.”
“ properly fed,” and “ fufficiently watered,”
This important truft (for fuch it certainly is,
‘when thoroughly inveftigated) is thus dele-
gated to an inferior power, that is perhaps in
five minutes unavoidably compelled to aban-
don it, and accept of a fecond or third, which -
may be no more in his power to execute.
Thus the commifsion is going on, while the
happy inadvertent owners are gratifying their
appetites and drowning their cares in all the
luxuries of the manfion ; indulging their va-
- nity in a recital of their perfonal exploits, and
bl pan
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and an alternate defeription of the difficulties
they had furmounted in the {everities of the
chacc

s Eo, th'ofe in the laudable habits of a dif-
ferent practice, animadverfion upon the dan-
ger becomes fuperfluous; but as there are
thofe, who it is impofsible to convince of
their errors, till repentance comes too late, it
may prove no unfeafonable admonition to de-
clare, from this kind of treatment only, I
have been a witnefs to repeated infiances where
the horfes have never been brought again out
- of the {ftable, but in woeful procefsion to
the Collar Makers, who had purchafed their
hides.

_ The firipping of a horfe to drefs him in -
a comfortlefs ftable, with every pore-of the
frame relaxed to its utmoft extenfion, and
the additional kappy introduction of a pail of
CoLp WATER (as moft applicable to. the, :
convenience of the ofiler or his deputy) has
been the deftrution of more horfes in- dif-
ferent ways, than ever fuffered by the longeft
and moft terrible runs when rode with dif- "
cretion.  So much has been repe‘ltedly in-
; ‘ thdUCCd
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troduced upon the repulfion of perfpirative
matter from the furface to the different parts
of the frame, that not a fingle line can be
required in elucidation of fo clear a part of
the fubject. v
Steady and attentive obfervance has, years
fince, convinced me of the inconfiftency of
approaching a houfe of this kind in the ge-
neral hurry and confufion, with any hope of
obtaining the requifite attenidance your horfe
may piove‘_ in need of; a diffident applicant
may ftand his hour unnoticed, and his gentle
requefts unanfwered, while thofe fortunately
pofiefled of unbounded confidence and fathion-
. able effrontery may probably {ucceed in their
applications. Itis therefore much more com-
mendable to pafs gently on with your horfe
to a houfe whofe prefent engagements are not
fo-numerous, which may generally be found
in a few miles of your way homeward; here
You become fo much the objeét of attention,
that you almoft obtain in anticipation what
you could not before acquire by the moft
humble entreaty. This anfwers your purpofe
perhaps in another refpect, as your horfe

Will have become cool and proper for what
attention
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attention you find it neceflary to befltow ;«for
no horfe whatever, after a fevere run, thould
be placed in a ftable, or fuffered to ftand
fill, till the increafed velocity of the blood
and the confequent perfpiration had gradu-
ally fubfided to its formfzr temperance.

When your place of temporary conveni-
“ence is obtained, let it be only thirty or forty
minutes at moft, for the following purpofes
of evacuation and mnutrition: fee that the
ftable, and the ftall in that {table; are made
as near the warmth of your own as circum-

ftances will permit; let the bridle be taken
off, a handful of f{weet hay thrown before
him, the girths flackened, and the faddle juft
loofened only from the back, to which it may
adhere clofely by the long continued perfpi-
ration; let a fheet (or fuch fubftitute as the
place affords) be thrown over his hind guar-
ters, and the litter be plentifully {pread under
his belly, to excite a falutary difcharge of
urine, (by this time much wanted) obferving
that he ftales without difficulty, and difplays
no figns of firangury; if fo, they muft be
attended to in the manner defcribed in the

former volume, thould nature be tardy in her
5 : own
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own relief, and the violence of {fymptoms
increafe.

Procraftinate any wants of YOUR owN,
and make up tle deficiencies of the day in
the extra comforts of the evening; this will
infure you the exquifite fenfation arifing
from an aét of juftice and humanity. De-
pend upon no pompous inftructions for the
doubtful fupply of warm water neceflary to
‘your purpofe or intention; diveft yourfelf of
the rank folly of falfe confequence; and at-
tend to the immediate procuration; examine
its proper warmth, and be yourfelf the trufty
fuperintendant, unlefs the favours of fortune
and the fidelity of your fervant have luckily
Pplaced you above the necefsity of perfonal
attendance. So foon as he has ftaled, let his
head be well rubbed with part of a foft hay-
band, and thoroughly cleanfed with the
bruth ; draw his ears repeatedly through the
hands, all which will prove perfeQly refrefh-
ing. The legs fhould alfo be well rubbed
down with double whifps, to prevent an ob-
ftruétion of the pores, or fiiffnefs from accu-
mulated dirt and perfpiration.

This
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This done; leta moderate ’feed of the beft
corn your local granary affords, be thrown
into the manger, and the door of the ftable
immediately clofed. Having thus confcien-
tioufly difcharged the incumbent office of
grateful protection; embrace the few minutes
you have to fpare, in obtaining for yourfelf
what little refrefhment nature ftands in need
of. Let noinducement whatever from more
unthinking companions attra& your atten-
tion from the ftate of your horfe to the cir-
culation ‘of the bottle; if once you fuffer
your fober  judgment to relax from what'
- thould be the invariable maxim of your per-
feverance, you know not wheré the indifcre-
tion ends; one fingle ftep of deviation from
theline of prudence and propriety frequently
introduces a thoufand more to promote con-

trition. '

Upon ample demonftration, that every
horfe, fupported in a domeflic ftile, has as
fervent an attachment to his own ftall'as his
-mafter to his own bed, and will moft cheer-
fully encounter (if necefiary) much addi-
tional fatigué to attain it ; there is no doubt
but it is highly commendable to bridle him

{o
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fo foon as his corn is finithed, and take him
gently home; provided the diftance is not
too great, to prevent a comfort fo truly
defirable to both the horfe and his rider.
In this recommendation I feel myfelf pef- :
fectly juftified, not only upon the experi-
mental advantage of frequently taking my
horfe (in the way I have defcribed) upwards
of twenty miles to his own ftall, which has
been my invariable practice for more than
twenty years, but the flattering gratification
to obferve many of my friends as regularly
follow the example.

~ No infeétious folicitations, that fo con-
{tantly feduce others to an immediate partici-
pation of table comforts, ever have the moft
trifling weight in the fcale of MY DETER-
MiNATIONy dedicated entirely to the fafety
of my horfe, no moment is unneceflarily
wafted till he is ¢ rewarded according to his
deferts,” and fafely lodged in his own ftable,
beyoh_d the probable reach of danger; where,
upon: his arrival, (whether after a long or
thort return from either a fevere or mode-
fate chace) the mode of management is cri-
Yﬁca‘iﬁy the fame; his legs and feet are not
3 only
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only inftantly wathed with warm water, but
in fo doing, the neceffary infpection made,
whether the moft trifling injuries have been
fuftained by over-reaches, ftubs, or in lace-
rations between hair and hoof; while this
1s doing a portion of hay is thrown before
him, and immediately after a pail of water,
; flightly warm, to allay the violent thirft al-
ways occafioned by long and fevere chaces.’
The ufual ceremony of drefsing, feeding,
oiling, ﬁoppﬁng, and other minutiz of the
ftable is then gone through; too fyftemati-
cally and generally underftood to require a
fingle line in explanation.

A perfeverance in this rigidity of ftable
- difcipline and attention, unbiaffed by the
perfuafion or example of others, will always
infure you the fuperiority of condition in
the field; under the pleafing fenfation of
your horfe being at home; and completely
taken care of; when others, lefs confi-
derate, or lefs humane, are commencing 2
wretched journey of ten, fifteen, or twenty
miles in a dreary winter’s evenings of
what is nearly upon a parallel of incon-
fiftency, permit them to remain in a ftrange

(and
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(anid perhaps cold and uncomfortable) ftable,
to be badly fed and worfe looked after. But
let it be cither one or ‘the other, refulting -
confequences are much the fame ; the porous
fyftem is affected in a greater or lefs degree,
the coat becomes rough and unhealthy, bear-
ing the appearance of HIDE-BoUND, and
“the perfpirative matter thus compulfively
returned upon the eirculation without ab-
{orption, muft evidently foon' appear to affect
the eyes, lungs, or glandular parts; to the
certain hazard of blindnefs, afthma, broken
wind, or {fome one of the contingent ills fo
repeatedly alluded to in various parts of this,
as well as our former volume.

Refpecting the article of FEEDING, va-
rious opinions are entertained, and perhaps
no {mall number of thofe regulated by
»"-pecuniary confiderations; it is, however, uni-
‘_v'er’fally admitted, that HUNTERS require
a more extraordinary fupport than many
‘horfes vof different denominations™ but the
‘particular reafons why extra fupport be-
‘comes fo ‘immediately neceflary, is a mat-
“ter but little underftood by thofe not much

A S e ~ fub-
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- fubject to abﬁruf@ggafonmgﬁr remote con-
viction. e

It has been repeatedly proved under the
'artlcle of Exercise and its effects, that
a want of action. (when properly fupplied
with food) overloads not only the frame
with aliment, but the circulation with a
fuperflux of nutrition ; it muft therefore evi-
~ dently appear, by parity of reafoning, that
great and conftant exertions in the chace
muft neceffarily exhauft the fluids by per-
{piration, as the contents of the inteftines
by evacuation ;' and unlefs the fyftem is
fufficiently fupplied with nutritiQuS, refto-
rative and healthy aliment (the beft in its
kind) for the due fupport of thefe frequent
difcharges, impoverithed blood, lofs of flefh,
* dejected {pirit, and bodily deblhtatmn, muﬁ:
prove the inevitable confequence.' g in

After the mofit atte__x’;t_iv_e ,obfe_rva;ti(m. 3
have beeh able -to beftow’ for a numtbeLOf
years, cultivating an anxious defire to difco-
~ ver the proper criterion of fupport and gra-

txﬁcatlon for horfes of this dei‘cugtxon, who
are
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are fair feeders, and do their work well G §
could never find that a lefs portion than feven
pecks or two buthels of corn, and two trufles
(one hundred werght) of hay, per weck,
would keep them up to a pi-oper degree of
ftrength and appearance, This is the leaft
quantity of either, that any horfe of my ewn
confumes in the hunting feafon ; which al-
lowance will conftitute fome entertainment,
in contraft with the weekly fubfiftence of
thofe metropolitan ftables, fo particularly al-
luded ‘to in page 199 of the work before us.
In this calculation, the reader muft be in-

formed, there is no conditional reference or
allufion to horfes of wealk appetites, that are
off their food with every trifling exertion,
or extra fatigue ; they are by no means en-
titled to a ftall in the ftable of an experienced
fportfinan, who, when fuch accidentally fall
into his poffefsion, will undoubtedly foon
extricate himfelf ﬁom the mcumbnance,
without the leaft 11ecef51ty for my recom-'
menda@"on G st :

WATER is fo equally ancf e{fent[ally fe-
quifite to the ve ‘x1ﬂence of life, and
: et per-
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performance of 'éVery function, that it be-
comes entitled to a _proper degree of con-
ﬁdelatlon, but knowmg (from the very
nature of the inquiry) how little attention
would be paid to a tedious and defultory
diffufion of matter, upon  the different
kinds of waters their properties, the mine-
ral particles they contain, the diftin¢t ftrata
through which they run and become im-
pregnated -as they pafs, with their “pro-
bable or pofsible effects upon the confti-
tutions of horfes, would lead us again into
a very. extenfive and unentertaining . field
of phyfical difquifition, that we with by
no means to renew, unlefs it could tend
_to enlighten the fubjeét or improve the
Judgment In an attempt to fucceed ef-
tectually in ecither, BrackenN muft be
e\entually cited to juftify one affertion,
CrLARKE to demonfirate another; the fum'
_ total of all which, could amount only to
an accumulation of conjeéture refpeéhng '
N/cone, eravel, and Srangury, without any
thing bemg pofitively afcertained, by a ca- ,
- talogue of conditional fuppofitions, founded
upon the various - propertles of different
1 o 5o waters,
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waters, according to the foils thlough
which they run, or from whence they are
extracted. : %5

In faét, fuch accurate mveﬁxgatlon has
been made by Mr. CLARKE of this fub-
ject, that it abfolutely precludes every pof-
fibility of introducing a fingle line in ad-
dition, without the appearance of plagia-
rifm ; but with due deference to his good
intent, and true phyfical diftinétion, I can-
~ not but conceive, that fo general a defcrip-
tion of the different kinds of water will
afford but little {atisfaction to thofe who
~are inevitably compelled to abide by the
local properties of their own country,
without the bare pOfSlblhty of an alterna-
tive, -

Takmg this circumitance into confidera-
tion, I think it can be only neceffary to
take up the fubject upon a general ground ;
A,merely to introduce fuch few remarks upon
the quantity and quality of water, as is evi-
dently moft applicable to the jate, con-
dition, and purpofe of thofe horfes whofe

fituation, circumftances, or fluctuations of
57 3 weather,
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vweather, rendermg theu watermg in the
ftable a- buﬁnefs totally unavmdable

I hav-é n diﬁ‘erent parts‘ of my former /
~volume faid, what then became applicable’
upon this fubjeé‘[, but we now proceed
a few fteps farther, in elucidation of any
deﬁéiency ; and the more particularly as
our remarks conﬁltute a link of oontmulty |
to the prefent chain of inftruion. It can
never have efcaped the attention of the
moft fuperficial obferver, what a wonderful
change is almoft inftantaneoufly produced in
the appearance and fenfations of a horfe, by
a gratification of thirft in well or pump wa-
ter, but more particularly if given in the
ftable cold and in the winter feafon, In .
moft horfes a violent thivering and ﬂarmg ,
of the coat immediately fucceed an "
tinue more or lefs. thhout i
thofe conﬁantv {upplied 1
havnwg le"iys a coat neally of

hue it e botto;n, ev;dently the effe& of 1‘ ,‘
1epcated colhpﬁon of the porous fyftem and '
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‘To prevent, by every pofsible means, the
hazard of fuch inconyenience as muft evi-
dently enfue from treatment {o very impro-
per, horfes fhouid invariably, when the fea-
fons and the fiate of thofe feafons will per-
mit, be watered abroad at either pond or paol
of foft and well- {heltered water; as greatly
preferable to the harth and chilling frigidity
of thofe we have defcribed. Buat even in
this mode, a horfe thould never be per-
mitted to glut himfelf to the leaft degree
of fatiety ; for having no regulator but ap-
“petite, no guide but inclination, they very
frequently (under management of the inad-
vertent and inconfiderate) drink to an ex-
“cefs, occafioning the moft excruciating pain,
and no trifling degree of danger and dif-
;,;qmefmde_ Six or feven quarts need never
;_be‘@as:@ eded to horfes of this clafs at one
" d that as regularly dmded in re-
L_'ehae equal arrangemert of time as
Q:’A;f"';umﬁances will permit; to be repeated -
‘twice in twenty-four hours, at ncarly the
diftance. of twelve from each other, to avoid
the frequent folly of having water uvice
in about eight hours, remaining SIXTEEN

without.’ : S _
: o : W_hen
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 When the feverity of the weather, .5
rain, froft, or fuow, prevents horfes of this
defcription from being watered in fuch way,
the only prudent alternative (to avoid every

" inconvenience) is to furnith then wi, Soft
~water from fuch receptacles -in the ftable,
either in its natural.ftate, or. with the chill
taken off, as the feafon and cmcumﬁances
may require ; letting the fubJe& almoft m-
mediately undergo a brifk bruthing-over for
a quarter of an hour or more, to enliven the -
circulation and prevent the difagreeable fen-

- fations of rigor and the eifeét of obfhu&ed“
perfp1rat10n.

It now becomes neceflary we revert once.
more- to the fubje&t of ExercisE ; upon
the utility of which, we have aheaduy-_-.-eny
«larged under its dlﬁln& head

t10duc1ng too much 5 1t 15 the very m-
tain of health, appetite, and invigoration,
‘without which an horfe can never be ade-
quate to the purpofe intended. - Eroper ex-
- ercife for horfes, denominated HUNTERS,
and appxoprlated to no othe1 ufe, thould

be‘
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be almoft invariable refpeéting manner, lcn gth
of time and diftance ; though it muft be
univerfally known fueh circumftances be-
come greatly dependent upon the feafon of
the year, the ftate of the weather, the feventy ]

of the preceding chace, and the condition of
the horfe. ‘ :

Und’er;,fuch certain and unavoidable fluc-
-tuation;_v conditional inftruétions onlycan be
admitted ; fubjeét as they muft ever remain
to the contingencies of inevitable diverfifica-
tion, Horfes on the intervening days, dur-
ing the firft and laft weeks of cach {eafon, -
when the’ days are long and {eafons mild,
thould be taken out twice a day; for inftance,
from eight to nine in the morning, and from
_\,u!.ﬁfou to five in the afternoon : giving them
‘ roper portion of water at {fuch pond or
of foft water as is moft remarkable for
its falubrious properties in the nelghbomhood
"'Df'l*a idence. Let the exercife be moderate,
~and equally divided beforc and after the wa-
trea remembering, as already obferved, to
‘regulate the length and firength of the‘ exer-

cife by the CONDITION of the horfe. :

o

iy

If



346 HUNTER S

If he is of high fpirit, and fo much abéve
his work, that he increéafes in fleth, indica-
ting the leaft difplay of foulnefs from reple-
'tlon, let his exercife be p10p01t10nably ex-
_tended; on the contrary, if the fubjeét is of
flender conftitution, lax habit, light in the
' carcafe, and weak appetite, the digeftive
powers muft confequently be deficient, and
proceedings regulated accordingly; becom-
ing entirely dependent upon cncumﬁances,
~and judicious fupenn‘ ndan ‘ i

In what I term tlﬁe four centrical months

of the hunting feafon, when the days are ex-

- ceedingly thort, and the weather fevere, the
mode of exercife muft be'Varied,'and- ren-

.dered fubfervient to the changes that occur,‘
taking them out at fuch times as may be

found moft comcnlen‘ under difﬁcﬁltl

frequently arife. The rule, howe

adapted to general praétice in favourabl

ther, is to let them have their exercife at

once, and that in the middle of the day, Be-; '

tween, or from the hours of eleven to omes.

equally avoiding the chilling fogs of the

morning, and damps of the evening : having

it always in Lemembrance, that when pre-

: ~ vented
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tion of thefe derive fo little fupport from the
ocular mj})ectzon and perfonal care of their ri-
ders or drivers, that if the fecret 1nterpoﬁ-
tion of Providence did not influence a greater
: degree of afsiftance in their favour, than
thofe generally do who ‘thould be their pro-
te€lors, more poverty and bodily deﬁruc-
tion muft inevitably enfue.

Rules for felecting horfes in purchafe are
fo plainly inculcated in the early part of the
former volume, that they claim no part of
our prefent attention; management, with
fuch hints only as appertain to ‘the tuition
of young and inexperienced travellers, will
form the Tum total of arrangement under
this head. = It would prove matter of afto-
nithment to thofe not intimately acqualnted
with the general ftate, condition, and ac-
commodation of hoxfes, what labour they
exccute, the incredible difficulties they >
mount, the inceffant fatigue they patxeutly
endure, and the little they {ubfift on in the‘**'
hands of Liundreds, who feel no pafsion but‘
gam, no prlde but mfenﬁblhty

The horfes pafsmg under the denomlna~‘
tion
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tion of RoAD HORSES are fo exceedingly nhu-

merous of the different’kinds, thata diftin&
mode of treatment for each particular fort
would be extending the fubject to a length

beyond the with and expectation of every
reader. Such felection may therefore be made
from the general advice, as the in’q.uif'er may

find moft applicable to the ftate of his horfe -
and the purpofe of his appropriation ; though
the inftruétions may be confidered as more
confiftently adapted to faddle and light car-
riage horfes, than thofe employed in heavy
machines, road waggons, and the inferior
vehiqlmir_i conftant ufe.

Previous to further embarkation upon that
part of the fubjeét, it may not prove inap-
plicable to take an oblique furvey of thofe
‘pilbhc receptacles known by the appellation

. of iuns; originally intended and admirably
, .ealsula&ed forthe convemence and accommo-
_ dation of travellers, but unfoxtunately, like
iyother inftitutions of general atility, per- -
verted to the worft of purpofes ; having be-
" come fo numerous (for the advantage of their
'~’LIC‘2E.N”C'ED contribution to government) that
they find it convenient to praétife every de-

‘ gree
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gree of impoﬁtion and every fpecies of adul-

teration, upon the plaufible plea of flate ne~
cefsxty and felf~p1efelvat10n.

Of thefe houfes ‘there are in fa& but twe
diftinét kinds that fall within the neceflary
circumfipection and remembrance of the tra-
veller, for they are generally in the oppofite
“extreme; the accommbddations of one clafs
_ are hofpitable, generous, humane, and confci-
entious ; the other, execrable to every excite-
ment of iNDIGNATION. While the former
are exerting every nerve to acquire {ubfiftence
and obtain approbation, with honefty and
unfullied reputation; the latter are deriving
mdifcriminate fupport by every degree of
DECEPTION without doors, and every fpe-
cies of PECUNTARY opprefsion within. - Ser-
vants, it isa maxim, foon acquire the virtues
or vices of their employers, if they indulge
a wifh to retain their fituations; and upon
the truth of that ancient adage, * birds of a
feather flock together,” where you find the
wifh to pleafe predominant in the mafter or
miftrefs, you immediately obferve {fympathe-
~ticafsid uity in their dependents; and this re-
mark will hold good, with very few (’ICC’P'
" tions,

e



ROAD HORSES 853

cepjions, in almoft every inn from Yarmouth
in Norfolk, to the Land’s End in Cornwall.

Under this- eﬁabllfhed truth it is alfo an
additional fa@, that while the very refpect-
able clafs, whofe integrity I applaud, and
whofe afsiduity the public perceive and pro-
tect, are obtaining the very beft corn and
hay that can be confumed upon the premifes,
without refpect to the price of purchafe ; not
more from a defire to promote their hourly

increafing reputation,- than to gratify the
happy fenfation of inherent probity ; the Iat-
terare conﬁantly procuringthe hay and corn
only, that can be purchafed at the very
LOWEST PRICE, without a relative confidera-
tion. to quality, confcience, or reputation.

“Happy for the owners, much more happy
for the fatigued and dejected horfes, if either
poflefled the good fortune or fagacity to dif-
cover the internal comforts by external ap-
pearance ; nor can I conceive it would be
bad policy in the very great numbers who
" conftantly travel, if they were to obtain by
petition to parliament « legal injunction, that

the steN without thould be ﬁrléﬂy emble-
S Mor. T1, Aa matic
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matic of the treatieiit wzthm 3 _and thefe not
correfponding, fhould be punithed with the

lofs of licence upon refpectable information,
As it'is, influenced by the power of external
- purity, we enter the gates of “ AN ANGEL,

and in a few minutes repentantly perceive
we have been induced to encounter A DEvIL.
Where we are taught to expec¢t meeknefs
from ¢ TuE LAMB,” we frequently find the
ferocity of A LioN. At the ¢ head of 2
K_IING,” ~we meet accommodations for a
CoBLER. At a CaAsTLE, the manners of A
CoTTAGE. At the Rosk, we are {urrounded
with THORNs; and at the WHITE RAVEN
we difcover A Rooxk. '

Roturning however from a flight digrefsion
to the fubjeét in agitation, I mufl confefs,
osTLERS are a very ufeful body of men‘indi-
vidually confidered ; but long experience and
attentive obfervation have rendered it an 1n-
variable rule with'me, toadopt the good old
maxim of ¢ never trufling them! farther than
Ican feethem ;”’ and this upon the recolleétion
of a falfe manger having been difcovered at a
principial inn in the town of my nativity, i

the days of Juvemhty ; and the correfpond-
ing
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ing declaration of a LEGERDEMAIN ADVEN-
TurER (at that time moft applicably in ex-
hibition) whofe falutary caution I have ever
retained : ¢ Look sHARP, for if your eycs
are not quicker than my hands, 1 fhall cer-
tainly deceive you.” Thisisa fpecies of de-
ception fo conftantly praétifed, and {o hap-
pily enjoyed by the performers, that I make
it an invariable rule (by perfonal attendance)
to thield myfelf from the mortifying reflec-
tion of fo much impofition upon my pocket
or my underftanding. o,

It thould be confidered that RoAD HORsES
of ever'yﬂ denomination are, from their con-
ftant work and great utility, entitled to a pro-
portional degree of care and attention with-
the moft valuable horfes in the kingdom ;
for though it is by no means neceffary (but
evidently improper) they fhould be in the
fame high ftate of condition as horfes appro-
priated’ to ‘the higher {pheres of racing and
hunting, yet there is a certain {yftematic
' umformxty in their mode of treatment, that
regularly adhered to, will prove equally ad-,
vantageous with one clafs, as the almolt un-
bounded circum{peétion fo earncftly recom-

mended with the other.
Aa2 Tor
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For inftance, very warm ftables and 2 pm-'
fufion of body cloths are tobe avoided, with
horfes that are neceffarily deftined to enter a

~ variety upon the road in conftant travelling ;
encountering the extremes of heat and cold,
the indifference of aliment, the various kinds
‘of water, and different modes of treatment.
Many of thefe, although not in the imme-
diate need of fuch large portions of NUTRI-
MENT as thofe in the habit of more violent
exertions ; yet they are entitled to all the ufe-
ful minutie of ftabledifcipline, that fo clearly
contribute to the prefervation of health, in
horfes of a fuperior defeription.

Horfes coming under the denomination of
ROAD HORSES, or common hacks, in occa-
fional excurfions and diurnal domeftic em-
ployment, will fupport themfelves in good
ftate (with moderate gentle work) upon
three feeds of corn; on the contrary, horfes
of every kind, in conftant work and exer-
tions of magnitude, (as inceffant journeyirrg,
or travelling poft) muft be fupplied, at leaft,
with a peck of corn a day. Large and

ﬁronty carnage hoxfes in perpetual work
: -~ will
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will require cohﬁderably more, or become
emaciated by lofs of fleth in frequent per-
{piration. Thefe rules are offered as a kind_
of general {tandard ; they muft, however, re-
main fubjeét to the conditional regulations
of thofe who become 1nd1v1dually interefted
in the event. \

There are numerous caufes to be afsigned,
why horfes conftantly ufed in travelling (par-
ticularly in the winter) and fubject to all the

vicifsitudes of different ftabling upon the
roads, moftly bear the appearance of inva-
lids, and look fo very different from thofe
kept under a {yftematic and invariable mode
of management in private ftables, The de-
grees of deception, and various ills they have
to encounter in many inns, are abfolutely
incredible to thofe unacquainted with the
arts in fathionable practice; the deftruétive
negligence of Ojilers, the badnefs of hay, the
hardnefs of pump water, and what is ftill
more to be lamented, the scCARrRcCITY OF
CORN, render ita matter of aftonithment how
' they are enabled to perform journies of fuch
an amazing extent as they are perpetually
deftined to. :

Aag By -
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By way of preclude to the inftruions I
conceive 'reqlxiﬁie’ to form the mind of
every young and inexperienced traveller,
it cannot be confidered inapplicable to
firengthen the inculcation by a fhort re-
cital of an introductory faét that not long
fince occurred in the neighbourhood of my
prefent refidence, where a farmer enjoyed
his moiety of landat a very cafy rent, under
an excellent | ndlord; and no immoderate
opprefsion from parochial taxes ; and though
he was univerfally known to be an honeft,
nduitrious man, yet repeated harvefis pro-
duced nothing butadditional deficiencies ; in
thort, circumfitances became annually more
and more contracted, till DIRE NECESSITY
compelled him to relinquifh both land and
habitation, without having it 1n his power to
accufe Providence of sevERITY, or himfelf
of NEGLECT. o

He was foon fucceeded, at an advanced
rent, by a man who was cqually honeft,
fober, and indufirious with himfelf who
continued plodding * on undef the happy
con'olation of finding every harveft produce
additional gain and accumulation of profit.

: R - L AS
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As FAME is {eldom erroneous in this parti-
cular, his predeceflor hearing of his fuccefs,
under a confiderable advance of rent, took
the liberty of calling upon him, with a
blunt but honeft apology ¢ for atking fo
impertinent a queftion 3 but it was, to be in-
formed how he, who had the farm at a
much eafier rent, could not even pay that
rent and fubfift his family with all his care
and ceconomy ; while his fucceflor was not
only evidently doing this, but daily increaf-
ing his flock from the fuperflux?”’ When
the other replied, that the whole art of his
fuccefs and improvement of the premifes
confifted in nothing more than an invariable
adherence to fwo words and their confe-
quence ; that when his predecefior held the
farm, a too implicit confidence in and reli-
ance upon his fervants led him into unex-
peéted and invisiBLE lofics.  You, fays he,
‘always ordered your dependents to ¢ Go”
and do this, that, or the ether; my plan is
the very fame as your’s in cvery other re-
Ape&t but this; from the firfi hour of my
- coming into the farm it has been my cou-
ftant maxim to fay, ¢ LET’s 6o ;" the¢fect
of which has ev1dently occafioned the very

Aa4 wide
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wide difference between your circumftances
and mine..

There certainly can be no doubt but the
farmer’s excellent maxim fhould be adopted
by all thofe who rely too much u pon the af-
fected diligence of ¢filers, and pretended fide-
ity of fervants, without a fingle confiftent
reflectionupon the caufe oftheir approaching
every day nearer to poverty. For my own
part; I am not at all athamed to acknowledge,
if my horfes are in higher condition as to ex-
ternal appearance, ftronger in the CHACE, Of
more refpectable upon the roap than my
neighbour’s, it isonly to be attributed to the
admirable admonition of “ LET’s c0,” under
which incredible advantage of perfonal fuper-
intendance 1 become fecufity for the certain
execution of my OWN ORDERs. '

This to the inattentive or inconfiderate
may favor too firong of rigidity, and feem
ftriking too much at the chara@ers of
fervants in general 3 however, the more
prudent and difcriminating will know in
what degree to admit the exception, con-
cluding there may be fome entitled to a

' : : proper
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proper extenfion of confidence ; though tas
_ken in the aggregate, the proportion is fo
exceedingly inferior, that well-bought ExpE-
RIENCE amply juftifies me in the opinion,
that the greater number of dependents there
are retained in any one family, (however
{fmall the fcale, or extenfive the eftablifh-
ment,) -the more the employer becomes the
“hourly prey of plunder and impofition.

Habituated to a belief of this fact, which
it is beyond the power of either argument
or fophifiry to difprove, I have long held
“in retention twe excellent maxims (originally
from high authority) that conftitute a ufeful
TRIO, in conjunéion with the emphatical
PrRECEPT of the farmer. That of ¢ never
putting off till zo-morrow what can be done
to-day 5 or, * letting another do for you
what you can do for yourfelf.” Thefe rules
conditionally adhered to, as much as cir-
cumftances, fituation, and relative confide-
rations will admit, would, I believe, have
faved from ruin, THOUSANDSs who have been
depredated by the villainy of fervants, and
now lament, in the moft difirefsing indi-

gence, their former inadvertency. :
; Thefe
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- Thefe admonitions are introduced merely
as a mirror worthy the accurate infpection
and remembrance of thofe inconfiftent be-
ings, who, difmounting at the different
inns  upon a journey, give their confe-
quential inftruétions to an oftler, or perhaps
a fiable boy, and never condefcend even
to look upon the poor animal again, till
neceffarily produced for the continuance of
his journey, at the end of twelve, twenty-
~ four, or eight and forty hours. This almoft
incredible infenfibility and {elf-importance
brings to memory the pompofity of a medi-
cal ftudent freth from the trammels of
hofpital attendance, and leétures upon Os-
TEOLOGY ; whofe head was fo replete with
~anatomical phrafeology, that his mouth was
never permitted to open but in a difplay of
profefsional ability. For riding into one of
the principal inns, in the firft town in the
county, and alighting from a poney of {mall
dimenfions, he vociferoufly reiterated the ap-
pellation of ¢ 0sTLER I Srg 1”— Diyeft
my horfe of his integuments 1?2 e

Of the felf-fame dignity was poor ;
) : ~ Wie-
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WIGNELL, an inferior acor, but “ fock
King,” of Covent Garden Theatre for many
years, whofe ftage confequenec became fo
ha_tbitual to him, he could never be diveﬁéd
of it in the moft trifling occurrences of
common life. At the conclufion of the
winter feafon, when making his itinerant
excuarfion to join a company in the coun-
try for the fummer, he difmounted at an
inn upon the road, and ordering proper:
proportions of corn“and water for the
BucepuALus on which he rode, enjoyed
himfelf moft luxurioufly upon the beft to
be produced. . When fatiated with good
living, he depofited his pecuniary compen-
fation, and fallying forth, exclaimed molft
theatrically for the ¢ OsTLER;” who ap-
pearing, the gueft approached: him with
his whip clenched in his hand (in the
manner of a truncheon, like the Ghoft in
Hamlet,) ftill continuing to call upon the
% OsTLER.Y The o!i"tler’rccovefihg, from
the firft furprife,“ventur_ed, after fome tnfling
hefitation, to anfwer, but with dozbs and
difmay, < Sr 1> "« “When my /fieed has put

a perzod to- his provender, ploduce him.”
' This
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This was a thunder ftroke to a man littie
read in fcripture, and a ftranger to heroics,
particulérly when accompanied with tragic
EMPHASIS and ELocuTION. John, not
knowing, and not being able to divine the
meaning of thismajeftic injunétion, {cratched
his head, and tremblingly re-echoed, ¢ Sr,
SL,R!”"—% When my jfleed has put a period
to his provender, produce him.”—¢ Upon
my foul, Sir, I don’t know what you mean !’
—* Why, you, {coundrel! when my horfe
has eat his corn, bring him out of the fta-
ble.” ' Whether he had really been put in
pofiefsion of any corn at all, was matter of
10 PERSONAL CONCERN to poor WIGNELL,
provided he had the immaculate affurance of
the Ofiler, that it was all confumed ; and
this, it is much to be regretted, is the inva-
riable cuftom of numbers, who, deftitute of
the finer feelings, and perfeét ftrangers to the
enliveni'ncT rays of HUMANITY, are open to
no other fenfation, than the prodominant

gratification of felf-prefervatlon.
Returning, however, to the ma’"ﬁagement :
of Roap HorsEs, vshether on a journey of
g con-
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centinuance, or in their daily work at home,
and refident in their own ftables, the fame
care and attention are equally neceffary: I
have ever (feclingly) found, serRvaNTS at
home require the fame circumfpection and
fuperintendance as OsTLERs abroad: and
happy that man, if ene there is, who through
life has had well-founded reafon to.be of a
different opinion ; if fo; he is entitled to my
beft congratulations for pofiefsing fo valuable
a novelty. :

Horfes of this defcription have every claim
with others to the {fame regularity of ftable
difcipline; they fhould be at all times as
equally prepared for a journey, as their {u-
periors for the chace; the faddle hasas great
a right to be complete, and fit eafy, and
the thoes to be as firm as the firft hunter
in the kingdom. They are at all times en-
titled to fubftantial drefsing, good foft water,
and proper exercife; their legs and heels
to be well wathed from dirt, and rubbed

“dry, in the winter feafon ; their feet to be
picked, ftopped, and hoofs oiled, at all fea-
fons of the year; and their hay and corn as
A . me-
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methodically given, and as good in its kind
(Vif pofsible to be obtained, which in moft
inns it is not) as to thofe of fuperior qua-
lifications. And thefe peculiar attentions be-
~ come the more neceffary, if the owner, from
that innate monition that is an ornament
to human nature ; or the prevalence of fa-
thion in external appearance, withes him to
move with pleafure to himfelf, and credit to
his mafter.
- There are various matters of general
concern, that require a little animadver-
fion: firft, the indifcreet aét of riding a
horfe to the end of his journey in a ftate of
violent perfpiration, to be then led about
in the hands ef an Oftler, till- /e cools;
and this at all times of* the year, without
the lcaft refpeét to feafons. The abfurdity
is: fo palpable under the defined effeét of
obftructed perfpiration fo repeatedly: intro-
duced, that an additional line is not required
upon the fubject ; but that the inconfiftency.
of fuch praétice may more forcibly affeét
thofe who perfevere only from  inadver-
tency, and others who are {ufficiently hum-=
ble
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ble to imbibe inftruction ; let it be perfeétly
underftood, that any man riding very faft,
without a fubftantial reafon, is never by the
impartial fpectator taken for a Kine or a
Conjurer. = - i e

But left my unfupported opinion fhould
have no weight with {uch Hicurryine
gentry, I beg to advance a fenfible remark
of a neighbouring frie{ld (véry recently made)
who, in a ferious converfation, affured me,
« he never faw a man gallop into or out of
a town, but he was clearly convinced, the
horfe was not HIs oWN, or the rider was ei-
ther @ fool or @ madman.”  To this very fair
and candid inference, I am induced to add
another corroboration of publ'ié opinion, upon
what they conceive the moft firiking proof
of their courage and refpectability. An old
farmer within three miles of my own re-
fidence, having difmiffed a brother of the fa-
culty whe formerly attended his family, gave
me this very concife reafon for {o doing:
¢ T did not choofe he fhould attend my
family any longer, for be always rides fo. -

Jafis I am {ure HE NEVER raInks.” Is it
. pofsible, -
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pofsible, can it be hardly credible, that any
rational compofition, after giving thefe truths
(that have fallen from old and experienced -
obfervers) a moment’s refle¢tion will ever lay
himfelf open to thg feverity of farcafms, or
rather juft contemptuous reproofs, that in-
ftantly conftitute him a fool or a madman
in the eyes of all the world? Under confi-
derations of fo much weight, I can have
 but little doubt that every random traveller,
~(not totally callous to the dictates of pru-
dence and difcretion) to whofe rumination
thefe hints may become fubfervient, will,
Jin future, diveft himfelf of. his ErostaTic
FUROR, and conclude his {tage or journey by
fuch gradual declination of fpeed for the laft
two or three miles, as may bring his horfe
tolerably cool into the proper, receptacle,
without perfeverihg in a public proof of
folly, always ‘produdive of danger and cer-
tain contempt. ‘

As it is fo evidently proper to ride a
horfe very moderately at the conclufion of a

- Jjourney, fo it muft prove equally neceflary
at the beginning. When a horfe is brought
- ’ out
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out of the ftable with the ftomach and in-
teftines expanded- with food and excrement,
he cannot éncounter RAPID EXERTION with-
out much difficulty and temporary inconve-
nience, till the inteﬁinal_a,ccum_ulation is con-
fiderably reduced and carried off by repeated
evacuations ; the work of digeftion fhould
alfo be gradually effe@ed to relieve the fto-
mach, and take from the preflure that muft
inevitably fall upon the lobes of the lungs,
{reftraining their natural elafficity) under
~‘which the horfe ‘muft move with a load of
difquietude till fuch weight is progrefsively
removed. '

369

The certainty of this faét every reader of
no more than common fagacity will difcovér,
* without further information from me; when
I refer him to his recolle@ion, for the great

difficulty a horfe encounters, when put into
HASTY ACTION, after receiving his portion
of food and water, either at niorning, noon,
‘or night. From this remark direétly branches
- another, equally worthy the confideration
-of travellers ; that is, the almoft - univerfal
‘abfurdity of giving, or rather ordering, :
their horfes a pail of cold water (ufually
. Vor. IL Bb in
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in nn yards from the pump) in the mornmd
fometimes before, (which is ridiculous in the
extreme) but generally immediately aftc; they
have fwallowed their corn; upon an erroncous
»fuppoﬁtxon, that upon fuch aAccumuraTed
STUFFING, they will be enabled to furmount
all the difficulties of a lonOr and fatiguing
journey.

Upon the inconfiftency of this praétice, I
beg to appeal only to the unprejudiced re-
membrance of thofe who have unthinkingly
adopted it whether horfes thus loaded, do
not travel for fome miles with the greateft
Jfeeminglabourand inconvenience ? Admitting
this pofition without a fingle exception, there -
cannot be a remaining doubt, but thofe horfes,
commencing their journey almoft immediate-
ly after the ftomach becomes expanded with
the accuftomed portion of hay and corn, had
with much more propriety | proceed a few
miles gently on the road, and take their water
at a foft sTANDING POND, or POOL, when
the frame (by preceding evacuations) is more
adapted to receive it. But even in this al-
ternative, proper difcrimination is abfolutely
neceflary ; for horfes, either on a journey or

: in
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i1 common exercife, thould never be per,-' '
mitted to drink at all in fharp fhallow fireams,
that run over a rufty gravel, or through a
black peaty: foil ; they are equally harfh, and
feldom or never fail to have a {evere effect
upon the inteftinal canal, in producing fret
or cholic in a greater or lefs degree, and fet-
ting the coat by a fudden collapfion of the
cutaneous pores in a few minutes after ufe.

To chumerate the mlnutxae of MANAGE-
.MENT, and bring it into a concife and ﬁngle
point of view, I heartily (and upon experi-
mental proof of the advantage) recommend
every perfon upon a journey, whether long or
Jhort, who takes up his temporary refidence
AT INNS, to make it his inyariable rule To
sEE (by either himfelf or- {ervant) that his
hotfes are drefled; fed, and watered ; their
heels wathed, feet ftopped, hoofs oiled, and
~ his eqmpmenta, or apparatus, whether for
riding or driving, examined as to their [afety,
every morht or morning, if not at every ftages
perhaps -the latter may alyays prove the
~ moft chg1ble, for thofe who will compound
Atavyery tiifling degree of additional trouble,
T Bh 2 to
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to' avoid the pofslblfltv of une\pc&ed danger
or difappointment. ;

 To infure the execution of all which, with
the lefs reluctance on the part of your depen-
dents, let it be ever predominant in the mind,
“ to do as you would be dene unte;” riBE-
xrALITY judicioufly exerted is the beft fecu-
rity for a cheerful execution of your wifhes.

It thould be forcibly imprefled upon the mind
~ of every traveller, who withes to become a
gucft of refpectability, that ¢ the labeurer
1s worthy of his hire,” and the hope of re-
ward fweetens labour. Upon the esTLER,
the waITER, and the CHAMBERMAID, de-
pends not only your comfort but your fafety ;
and it is fo completely in the junction of the
2120, to render your armed chair eafy, or re-
-‘plete with the thorns of difquictude, that 1%
- will be not only neceflary you treat them with
becoming ciwility, divefted of the difgufting
pride of perfonal oftentation ; but take care
to beftow fuch exprefsive marks of your ap-
probation, as will {fufficiently influence them
to confider you, upon every future occafion,
more the domcftic friend than the cafualv

ftranger.
' In
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In pecumary compenfations of this. klnd :
S ridiculous to be on the penurious fide of
gratification; a fingle fhilling very fr equentI} .
IN THEIR OPINIONS, conftitutes the line of
diftinction between “ A GENTLEMAN and
% A BLACKGUARD ;” then whe would en-
counter -

¢ The infolence of office, and the fpurns
« That patient merit of th’ unworthy takes,”

when “ a good name,” with a profufion of
-adulation, may be purchafed for fo paltry
a confideration. In fhort, although the ex-
pépfef attendant upon the comveniencies of
{fuch receptacles conflitute a tax of enormity,
yet, if you with to infure your owa comfort,
with the fafety of your horfe, you have no
alternative Dbut to confider them debts of
honour that muft be paid. '

Before we bid adicu to the -fu’bje& of road |
horfes, it cannot prove inapplicable to intro-
duce a few remarks upon the inconfiftency of
waihing the bodies of poft and ftage horfes.
all over with cold water, fo foon as they are
taken out of their harnefs, when in the higheft
fate of perfpiration.  This cuftom is be-

Pbis come
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come founiverfal, that we perceiveits adopti ohn
- in almoft every inn yard of eminence through
the kingdom: that I may, however, avoid
‘theaccufation of rathly condemninga practice
fo numeroufly fupported, 1 fhall only ftart
fuch matters of opinion for due deliberation,
as may more materially concern thofe inte-
refted in'the confequence.

_That is, whethel it is pofsible to believe,
(after a moment’s reflection) that a horfe who
has gone ten, fifteen, or twenty miles with
great exertion, and isbrought in with the per-
{pirable matter pafsing off in fircams,%an be
completely plunged into a torrent of corLD
WATER, without at leaft the very great pro-

“bability of deftruétive confequences, from in-
ftantaneoufly clofing the cuticular pores, and
inevitably locking up the whole m"lfs of fe-
creted perfpirative matter in a ftate of tempo~'
rary. ﬁwnatlon P ;

In this unnatural fhock the conftitution
becomes the criterion of decifion, the whole
afpeét dependmcrenttrely upon the ﬁate of the
blood ; if the horfe thould be Tuckily free from

. every tralt of dlfeafe, and rdther below than
above
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‘whove him{elf in condition, difplaying a ftate
of purity in appearance, nature may, under
fuch favourable circumftances, prove herfelf
‘adequate to the tatk of abforption, and it may
be again received into the circulation, no ill
confequences becoming perceptible ; but
thould the veflels have been before overloaded,
and the blood in a ftate of viscipiry, very
great danger muft inevitably enfue ; for
the perfpirative matter thus preternaturally
thrown upon the circulation, after acquiring
by its ftagnation a proportional tenacity, muft
render the whole {yftem liable to fudden in-
flammation upon increafing the blood’s mo-
tion to the leaft degree of velocity. :

To the perfuafive force of thefe probable

- effe@s, I have long fince become the greater
 convert, by attentively adverting to the great
number of THOSE HORSES that fo fuddenly,
drop dead upon the road, in the very next -
{tage after having under gone fuch unnatural
“ablution. To the rational or feientific ob-
Aerver, the caufe of thefe deaths does not
“requirea momentary inveftigation; the fyftem |
of CIRCULATION, DERIVATION,. REPLE-
TION, and REVULsIoON, are too well under-
Bb 4 ftood
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ftood to hefitate a moment in prono'unciilg
fuch fudden deaths to be generally occafioned
by the means already afsigned : the phyfical
procefs of which repulfion of perfpirative
‘matter, and its effects upon various habits,
are too minutely explained under the heads
of different difeafes in many parts of our
former volume, to render further dlfqulﬁtlon
1n the leaﬁ necefﬁuy :

For my own part, ever open to intellectual
improvement and conftantly courting con-
viction, I maft anxioufly with to be informed,
tlnourrl the channel of fyf’cpmatm impartia-
]nty, what can be hoped, m//)ed or expected
from a proceeding fo entirely new ; that can-

- not be more coufittently obtained by the ut-
moft extent of friGion properly perfey ered | in,
with the ufual modes of WHISPING, BRUSH-

. ING, and CLEANING, as in general ufe in
almoft every ftable of umformlty in the kmg-
dom. Nor can I at all conccwe, as every.
thmd that can be required relative to condi-
tion, labour and appearance, is to be effe&ed

by means mveﬁed of danger, why fuch un-
juﬁxﬁable modes nPed be brought into prac-
tice, \Vlthoutahngle conﬁﬁent idea to juftify

' ' thelr
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gheir introduction for cither. unprovemcnt or
atility.

Having formerly made fome few obferva-
tions upon the convenience of Public Repo-
fitories for the fale of horfes by auétion, I
am induced, from a recent difcovery, to add
- afingle remark upon one of their local laws,
indicative of great apparent probity in the
proprictors of fuch receptacles, but replete
with danger to thofe who confign valuable
“horfes for fale, Ihould the rules fo made be
perfevered in.  Since the pubhcatlon of my:
- former volume, a friend (upon my making
~an occafional j Joumey to London) begged me
to execute the commifsion of felling a found
five-year old mare at one of the moft fathion-
able repofitories in the metropolis. Reaching
London theday precedingthe fale, and giving
my inftru@ions, I returned in the morning,
and after amufing myfelf upon different parts
of the premifes, accidentally approached the
“PULPIT; up«&twluch was affixed literary in-
formation, ‘ that perfons felling horfes wAR-

RANTED SOUND oOn « Monday were entitled
to the money on Friday, and thofe fo {old
~and Warranted on ¢ Thurfday might receive

paymeg
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paYment on the foﬂowi’ng Monday ; if in the
mean time fuch horfe or horfes were not re-
turned as uNtounDp.” The palpable abfur-
dity of propofitions fo ridiculous and unjuft
" inftantly deranged all my premeditated plan
of proceeding ; for upon re-confidering my
commifsion and the conditions of fale, I found
if the mare was fold at the hammer, I had not
only to make a waiting job of four days in
London,forv payment, but the chance of a
LAME MARE atvthé expiration of that time,
inftead of the money. For the purchafer,
poflefsing the privilege of riding her for fo
Tong, might {o do to any diftance, or any
degrec of diftrefs; and not approving her in’
cvery action, had only to confer the favour
of a blorwe upon any particular part, to occa-
fion temporary pain and limping, that might
“juftify a return under the plea of wunfoundnefs,
rendering the feller a dupe to the fmce of
’ cxcdulxtv and REPOSITORICAL I\TTEGRITY

l ignation that

Under the .weight" of
naturally arofe from ferious reflection, upon -
fuch an cvident want of confiftency in mu-
~ tual conditions that we are naturally to con-

Clude, SHOULD ﬁ\ the ﬁ'mchrd of EQUITY,
: ' and
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and prevent vunfair'pl'epondel'afioil in favour
of either buyer or feller ; T returned the ‘mare
to the owner without expofing her to fale,
with an invariable determination, never to {ell
a horfe of even TEN pouNDs value, where
the purchafer may not only poffefs the privi-
lege, but fufficient time to render him a com-
plete cripple, by hard riding or bad manage-
ment, leaving me no confolation but my own
acq_u‘iefcehee tand extreme folly for repen-
tance, 3 :

Taking into confideration the very tedious
and cxpenfive litigations that have been car-
‘ried on in our courtsof law, upon the fubjeét
of horfes proving unfound fometime after fale
and delivery, I think it neceffary (after pro-
per mference to the definition to the word
“ sounDd,” in the early part of the former
volumc)) to introduce my own method of dif-
pofal, where T conceive the horfe to be per-
feétly healthy and entirely found at the mo-
: ment of dehvefy

A learned Peer upon one bench may, un-
dex fancion of an eminent fituation, and the

'1dxantage of coining @ new law to anfwer
every
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every particular purpofe, dictatorily infinu.
ate to a jury, ¢ that a horfe thould continue
found for a certain number of days, weeks,
or months, after the purchafe;” and fix upon
a ﬁipulated fum for what he hascondefcended
to term “ A SOUND PRICE ;” afcertaining
fuch opinion an invariable criterion for all
future decifions in We{‘minﬁer Hall : ora
worthy Baron upon another, ¢ that a man
may lawfully corret his wife with a ftick
- no bigger than his *“ Taumz.” But how-
everaccurate fuchcalculations may havebeen
made by the very high and refpectable -au-
thorities I allude to, they cannot be more
free from cafual exceptions, than the great
infinity of rules where EXCEPTIONS arc al-
ways admitted. ’

However, as I confefs myfelf one of thofe
never implicitly bound merely by - matter of
opinion, with an utter averfion to difpofing of
~ borfes in Weftminfter-Hall, and experimen-
tally convinced how very fudden]y horfes fall -
lame without a vifible caufe; as well as how

frequently they areattacked w1th acute difeafe
and rapidly carried off without 2 any particular
reafon to be colleted EVEN FROM DISSEC-

: TION 5
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fon 5 under the influence of thefe predo-
minant faéts, I have long firice adopted a cer-
tain invariable mode of difpofal that I con-

{cientioufly recommend, to prevent difgrace
on one fide, or diffatisfaction on the other.

\Iy method is equally concife and deci-
five ; ; if the horfe is unequivocally sormn,
I am perfectly content to warrant him fo,

even upon oath if required, to the hour of
DELIVERY, but not a fingle hour beyond it;

for let it be held in memory, he is as liable

to become lame, difeafed, or a fubjeét of dif-

~ folution, in that very hour, as in any other
of his life. 1 am equally willing to fhew
all his paces with hounds, or on the road,

(accqrding to his appropriation) but net

mounted by « /firanger, of whofe qualifica-

tions 4n riding T know as little as he decs of
my horfe in temper and action ; and confe-

quenk]»yg-from' a want of congeniality between

‘the natural difpofition- of one, and corre-
‘fpoﬁdingi pliabil‘ty of the other, the horle :
might be thown to palpable difadvantage.

Tor it ma’:y'beirelied on, and accepted as a

-cer/tain'fa&, that almoft every horfe will move
in
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_in another ftile, and difplay a very differcht
figure, when crofied by one that he is accuf-
tomed to, who knows his tendencies, and
the flate of hismouth, than under the hands
of one to whom he is totally unknown ; all
which they have natural fagacity to difcover,
in a much greater degree than generally be=
lieved by thofe who have had but flender op=
portunities of attending to their perfections.

B E TURF

TLIAT hws totally dlfSlpated fome of the
‘moft fplendid fortunes in a very few years,
and left the poffefiors to lament in 1NDI=
GENCE, the fatal effeéts of their credulity,
and the folly of infection, is entitled to
fuch few remarks as appertain to the pre-
wvalence of a fafhion that has, within a very
fhort fpace of yecars, involved not only num--
bers of - the moft EMINE;{T CHARACTERS,
-but hundreds of inferior, in the, general ruin.
For the laft half century this ragehas,_bee.n
fo very predominant, that great numbers even:
1 L ok
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of'the commercial world could not withftand
the force of temptation; to have horfe |
oL two IN TRAINING has been an objeét
of the higheft ambition to the gratification
of which, every other profpeét or purfuit has
been rendered fubfervient.: The,éontagiox}
has been in its effeéts fo delufive, that Lot-
tery-Office-Keepers and Pawnbrokers have
been racing againft the horfes of Peers of the
realm, to the inevitable accumulation: of
DEBTS, the defrauding of CREDITORs, and
the promoting of BankruPTCIES. This is
not calculated to ereate furprife, when it is
not only recolleéed in rumination, but con-
firmed by time and experience, that nothing
but a fortune of immenfity can ftand againft .
the enormous expenfe of BREEDING and
TRAINING ; the. fluétuating uncertainty of
the produce; and lafily, what is ftiil more
to.be dreaded, the innate villainy and fiudied
d,wéptz’on of the fubordinate clafies, with whom
~y0u1'.Hdn0UR-a,nd PROPERTY are eventually
entrufted ; and upon whofe caprice, intereft,
villagny, or integrity, you muft unavoidably
depend, to carry your purpofes into execu-
HBD e v s v

‘ - However
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However ftrange and unpromifing thisde-
lineation may appear to the young and inex-
perienced {portfman, (who, having no guile
in his own difpofition, does not fufpeét it
in others) yet the projected villanies are {o
numerous, and refined to fo many different
degrees of deception, that in the prefent ftate
of fporting purification, it is almoft impofsible
for any man to train and run a horfe, or
make a fingle bet upon their fuccefs, with-
out fa’lling into one of the innumerable
plots that will be laid for his deftruction.
Exclufive of the experimental proofs we
fhall have occafion to- introduce in corro-
boration of this remark, it may not be out
of point to obferve, that a late noble Lord,
within my own memory, was fo well con-
vinced of this fact, that when:in the abfo-
lute poflefsion of a sTABLE of WINNERS,
he totally relinquithed a purfuit of fo much
- pleafure, and fold off his ftud, rather than
continue the flanding prey of premeditated
plunder ; convinced by long and attentive
~ experience, no moderate fortune 'or common
fagacity could thield him from the joint
rapacity of dependents; who were to parti-

§ ~cipate
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cipate in the conftant depredation upon‘ an
individual. ’

To this prudent decifion he was juftly
influenced by the eagerly expeéted return of
his training groom from a fummer expedition,
with three running horfes of fome emi-
nence, that had in their excurfion of little
more than four months, - obtained poffef-
fion of feven fifty pound plates. But after
having received the different prizes, and
~difcharged all contingent expences, this -
FAITHFUL STEWARD, by the dint of
arithmetical proficiency, brought his Maf-
ter in debtor, wpon the balance, upwards
of fifty pounds. This impofition (or rather
robbery) too palpable not to be difcovered,
his Lordfhip with a degree of liberality
{fuperior to perfonal altercation, immedi-
ately obliterated, and then declared his in-
flexible determination to difcontinue both
 BREEDING and TRAINING, a refolution
he fteadily perfevered in to the end of his
life; nor has it been renewed by either of
his fucceflors, though there are in. the fa-
mily manfion, as excitements, feveral capital
‘paintings of many of - the firft “horfes of

YVor. /Il Gc =7 - S
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 their tirhe, that had been bred by their ‘dil(_.
ferent predecefiors.

~ This judicious refignation proved only a
voluntary prelude to the wonderful anni-
hilation of 'property that has compulfively
followed with thofe of lefs prudence, pe-
netration, or refolution; in corroboration of
which, we are prevented by delicacy alome,
from an enumeration of even the initials
oiﬂy of the names of many eminent and
ennobled charaéters, (formerly pofleffed of
princely fortunes) who now fubfii merely
upon the fcanty favings from the wreck
of indifcretion: firipped of the numerous
ftud and pompous appendages, to which
their titles were blazoned forth in various
lifts, of “ The famous high-bred running
cattle,”” as well as the annual ¢ Racing
Calendar.” Some few of the Right Ho-
nourable Adventurers have efcaped the
¢ general ruin,” and fortunately retain their
pofiefsions and undiminithed ftuds ; but they
are {o conftantly contradting in number,
that they ferve only to eftablith the ad-
mitted exception to rules, in which we may

: fairly .
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fairly infer their immenfe properties to have
operated as preventatives.

This fport, that has for many years been
fo exceedingly prevalent, is at length de-
clining very faft among the middle and
inferior clafles of people; and of this di-
minution the annual contribution of two
guineas each to government is a fufficient
proof, when it is known, that all the horfes
that rUN, PAID,'or RECEIVED FORFEIT, In
the united kingdoms laft year, did not ex-
ceed eight hundred, a number that does not
much furpafs the averaged half of horfes
{upported in training fome few years pafts
a circumftance that requires little farther
corroboration, than the numerous plates ad-
vertifed in different parts, for the two or
three laft years, that were never run for,

 for want of horfes.”’

This falling off may be juftly attributed
to a combination of obftacles; the con-
ftantly 1ncieafng expenfe of TRAINING,
the minifterial TAx, the profefsmn"d duph-
city (or rather *famuly deception) of RI-

* Gamblers are known by the appellatxon g S The‘

Black Legged Family.”

Gc2 DER'S: :
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DERS, the heavy expenditure unavoidably
attendant upon travelling from one feat of
{port to another; the very -great probabi-
lity of accidents or breaking down in run-
ning, with a long train- of uncertainties,
added to the infamous praétices of the
“ Black Legged” fraternity, in perpetual
intercourfe and aflociation with both TrAIN-
ERs and RIDERS; leaving the cafual fportf-
man a very flender chance of winning one
bet in ten, where any of this worthy fo-
ciety are concerned ; ‘which they generally
are by fome means, through the medium
of occafional emiffaries, mercenary agents,
or ftable dependants, in conftant pay for the
proftitution of every truft that has been im-
plicitly repofed in them by their too credu-
lous employers.

Such incontrovertible proofs may perhaps
appear matters of mere conjecture and {pecu-
lation to the young and inexperienced, who
will undoubtedly believe with reluctance,
what is {fo evidently calculated to difcourage
the predominance of inclination ; and not
having explored thercgions of difcovery, they
may be induced-to flatter themfelves with an
- opinion that fuch repgefentation is a delufion
’ intended
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talended much more to entertain than com-
municateinftruction. However, that thebuﬁ-
nefs may be elucidated in fuch way, as will
prove moft applicable to the nature of the

cafe and the patience of the reader, 1t will
be neceffary to afford their practices fuch ex-
planation as may render the facility of execu-
tion more familiar to the imagination of
thofe, whofe fituations in life, or contracted
‘opportunities, may have prevented their being
at all informed upon the fubject in agitation.

That thefe aéts of villainy may be ‘the
better underftood, it becomes applicable to
obferve, that it is the perfevering practice of
THE FAMILY, to have four, five, or fix
known good runners in their poffefsion;
though for the convenience and greater cer-
tainty of public depredation, they pafs as the
diftiné& property of different members: but
this is by no means the cafe, for they are -
as much the joint ftock of the party, as is
the ftock in trade of the firft firm in the city.
The fpeed and bottom of thefe horfes are
as accurately known to each individual of
the brotherhood, and they are in general
(without an unexpected accident which fome-

€Cc3 . - ’timeS
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times happens) as well convinced befire
flarting, whether they can beat their com-

petitors, as if the race was abfolute]y deter-
mined,

This, however, isonty the neceffary ground-
work of deception, upon which every part
of the fuperftructure is to be raifed ; asthey
experimentally know how little moliey 1s to
be got by winning, they feldom permit that
to become an objecét of momentary confide-
ration ; and being no flaves to the {pecious
delufions of HONOUR, genmaily make their
market by the reverfe, but more particularly
- where they are the leaft expected (o lofe;
that is, they fucceed beft in their general de-
predations by lofing where their horfes are the
favorites at high odds after a heat or two,
when expeéted to win to @ certainty, which
they as pRUDENTLY take care to prevent.

This bufinefs, to enfure fuccefs and emo=
]umcnt, is carried on by {uch a combination
of villainy ; fucha fympathetlc chain of hor-
rid machination, as it -is much to be la-
mented could ever enter the minds of de-

generate men, for the purpofes of deftruction,
The
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The various modes of practice and impofi-
tion are too numerous and extenfive to ad-
mit of general explanation; the purport of
the prefent gpitome or contracted defcription
being intended to operate merely as a guard
to thofe, who are totally unacquainted with
the infamy of the party, whofe MERITS we
mean to deferibe. :

The principal (that is, the oftenfible pro-
prietor of the horfe for the day) is tobe found
_in the centre of the % BETTING RING,
previous to the ftarting of the horfe, fur-
rounded by the fporting multitude ; amon gft
whom his emiffaries place themfelves to per-
form their deftined parts in the aés of villainy
regularly carried on upon thefe occafions; but
more particularly at all the meetings within
thirty or forty miles of the metropolis.
In this confpicuous fituation, he forms a
variéty of PRETENDED BETS with his con-
federates, in favour of his own horfe ; fuch
bait the unthinking byftanders immediately
{fwallow, and proceeding upon this fhew.
of confidence, back him themfelves: thefe
offers are immediately accepted to any
amount by the emiffaries before-mentioned,

‘ : Cc4 and
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and is in fa@ no more than a palpable rob-
bery ; as the horfe, it is already determined
BY THE FAMILY, is not to win, and the

money fo betted is as certainly their own as
if already decided.

This part of the bufinefs being tranfa&-
ed, a new fcene of tergiverfation becomes
neceflary ; the horfe being mounted, the
rider is whifpered by the nominal owner to
win the firft heat if he can; this it is fre-
quently in his power t0 do eafyy, when he is
confequently backed at ftill increafed odds as
the expeéted winner; all which- propofed
bets are inftantly taken by the emiffaries, or
rather principals in the firm : when, to thew
us the verfatility of FORTUNE, and the vi-
“cifsitudes of the turf, he very unexpectedly
becomes A LOSER, or perhaps 7uns out of the
courfe, to the feigned difappointment and
affeted forrow of the owner; who publicly
declares he has loft fo many ¢ fcore pounds
upon the race,” whilft his gonfederates are
individually engaged in collecting their cer-
tainties, previous to the CASTING UP STOCK

at the general rendezvous in‘:the evening.
/ - To
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" To this plan there is a direét alternative,
if there {hould be no chance (from his being
{ufficiently a favourite) of laying on money
in this way ; they then take the longeft odds
they can obtain that he wins, and regulate or
vary their betting by the event of each heat ;
winning if they can, or lofing 10 a certainty,
as beft {uits the bets they have laid ; which
is accurately known by a pecuniary conful-
tation between the heats. From another de-
gree of undifcoverable duplicity their greater
emoluments arife : for inftance, letting a
horfe of capital qualifications win and r.ose
almoft alternately at different places, as may
be moft applicable to the betting for the day ;
dependent entirely upon the ftate of public.
opinion, but to be ultimately decided by the
latent villainy of the parties more immedi-
ately concerned,

~ Thefe, like other matters of magnitude,
are not to be rendered infallible without
the neceflary agents; that, like the fmaller
wheel's";f@f a curious piece of mechanifm,
contribute their portion of power to give
action to the whole. So true is the ancient
adage, ¢ birds of a feather flock together,”
S = that
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that RipERs may be felected, who will pro\%
inviolably faithful to the dictates of this
party ; that could not or wownld not reconcile
an honourable attachment to the firft no-
blemen in the kingdom. Thefe are the in-
fernal 'deceptions and acts of villainy upon
THE TURF, that have driven noblemen, gen-
tlemen, and {portfmen of honour, from what
are called country courfers to their afylum of
NEWMARKET ; where, by the exclufion of
THE FAMILY from their clubs, and their
horfes {rom their SU‘BSCRI_PTIOI?IS, SWEEP-~
STAKES,'and MATCHES, they render them-
felves invulnerable to the often envenomed
fhafts of the moft premeditated (and in ge-
neral well executed) V1llamy

Without entering into a tedious defcrip- -
tion of the many pofsible means by which
depredations are committed upon the pro-
perty of individuals, whom fathion or imncli-
nation prompts to {port their money upon
fuch occafions; yet, to render thefeyillainous
practices more familiar to the minds of thofe
who may imereduloufly doubt the pofsibility
of deceptions of this kind, inftances muft
be adduced to ef’mbhfh the certainty of

. Wh‘Ch
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which thele has been too many pubhc
pnoofs to require the {pecification of any
particular faét for the purpofe. It may fuf-
fice to obferve, it is univerfally known fucﬁ
villainies have been repeatedly . difcovered ;
where the owners have been notorioufly dif-
qualified by advertifements, from ever run-
ning their horfes, and thofe riders from ri-
ding, at the places where they have been {o
juftly ftigmatized, and fo propelly held in the
utmoﬁ contempt,

Upon fo precarious a tenure docs every
{porting man of fpirit retain his hope of
fuccefs, that I will be bound to verify the
affertion by innumerable inftances ; that no
man living can BREED, TRAIN, and RUN
his horfes to infure even a probability of
emolument, by any honourable means what~
ever. Noblemen and gentlemen of 1m-
menfe fortunes, to whom it is an amufe-
ment, and who never know the want of
annual receipts, in a repetition of thoufands,
may indulge themfelves in a gratification of
their predominallt withes, and feel no ill ef-
feéts from a varxety of 101Tes, or perpetual ex-

pendlture.
: 1t
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It 1s not {o with thofe of inferior property
and fituation ; as may be plainly perceived
in the gxeat number who become rotation-
ally infeéted with the experiment of train-
g for one Jummer, but never repeat it.
This 1s not at all to be wondered at, wwhen
we recolle¢t, that after all the expenfe,
trouble, and anxiety, you have expofed

yourfelf to, for the very difiant chance of
| obtaunng a fifty pound plate or two, with
various. deductions, you are. at laft under
the unavoidable necefsity of refigning the
bridle into the hands of a man, who may
perhaps prove one of the greatefi rafcals
among the groupe we have already defcribed.
For -when thus fele&cd for fo important a
truft, it may fo happen, zou have never feen
him before ; nor may ke ever fee you again :
~on the contrary, he may be connected with -
a little hoft of colleagues upon the courfe,
with whom he is perpetually concerned in

acts of reciprocal kindnefs and joint depre-
dation.

From fuch dangerous delegation, you can
form (upon refleétion) no hope of fuccefs;

unlefs your horfe, by the rider’s endeavour-
to
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to wih, fhould prove produétive of bets,
beft fuiting the convenience of the ra-
miLy. However, to render this perfeé’tl);
clear, let us confirm the: faét by a ftate-
ment not to be mifunderftood. AS_uppofe
the owner of a horfe compenfates a rider,
that he engages from an. idea of his fupe-
rior ability, reputed integrity, or upon rc-
commendation, with a promife of five
guineas certain to ride according to inftruc-
tions for each heat, and -a conditional ﬁve
or ten extra, if he ans What can be the
utmoft emolument to him by winning ?
Why, as before flated, cither TEN or FIF-
TEEN GUINEAs Y While, on the contrary,
if the horfe is of charaéter and ‘qualifi-
cations, and the odds run a little in his .
favour for the laft “heat; the  induftrious
efforts of the rider’s confederates, who are -
taking thofe very odds laid upon the horfe,
(that it is already pre-determined fhall lofe)
they accumulate and divide much larger
{ums to a certainty, without the chance of
lofing a fingle guinea.

I fhall not defcend to an enumeration of

a variety of practices that render plunder
~ equally
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equally fafe from detection ; as giving a
horfe water in the night previous to the
day of running; or throwing e mild ca-
thartic, or Jirong  diuretic into the . b'ody,
to produce indifpofition, and prevent the
possBILITY of a horfe winNING, when
it is determined by the cABINET coun-
cit, that it is for the general good he muft
1ose. If any rational being,. any generous |
unfufpeéting fportfman, or any juvenile no-
viciate, has the moft flender doubt re-
maining of thefe practices, let me render
the matter decifive, and bring it to a mne-
ceffary conclufion, by a fingle queftion that
will not require a moment’s difcufsion in

reply.

By what other means than thofe al-
ready defcribed between the ramiLy and
THE RIDERS, have the numbers that are
well known, and that we conftantly fee
in-the Leight of bufinefs in every populous
betting ring, arifen to a ftate of opu-
lence? What can have exalted men who
were Dbankrupts in trade; poft-chaife
drivers, hair-dreflers, waiters, footmen,
nay, the loweﬁ clafs of gamblers, (that ab-

folutely
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{olutely raifed contributions among the moft
wretched, by even the infamous practices
of “ pricking in the. belt,” and ¢ lfiling
in the hat,’) to their PH]ETONS,,[ZO?:/Z’S n
training, and -confpicuous feats in the firfk
fathionable BETTING STANDS, (among the
moft eminent charadters in the kingdom)
but fuch adls of premeditated and deep laid
villainy, as no man living can be guarded
againfi, if he embarks or veatures his pro-
perty amonglt a fet of ruffians, that are not
only 4 notorious peft to fociety, but a dan-
gerous nu#fance and obftruction to one of
the nobleft diverfions our kingdom ‘has‘ te
 boathd

Under fuch numerous difadvantages, it
muft prove palpably clear to every ob- -
 lerver, that none but fportfmen with for-
tunes of the firft magnitude, can confcien-
'tiouﬂ’yi’énjoy the pleafure of BREEDING,
TRAINING, and RUNNING their horfes,
without the perpetual dread of approach-
ing ruin; in fa&, of this fuch a repetition
of proofs have tranfpired within the laft
twenty vears, 'that the leaft defcriptive
<orroboration becomes totally unneceffary.

120t For
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For my own part, I am decifively and
experimentally convinced, no man in mode-
rate circumftances, who cannot afford a
daily proftitution of property for the in-
ceflant gratification of dependent tharks on
one hand, and the perpetual {upply of de-
ceptive villains on the other, can never ex-
pe&t to become the winner of maTcH,
PLATE Of SWEEPSTAKES, unlefs he hap-
pily pofiefles the means and fituation to go
through the bufinefs of #raining under his
own roof, and riding his own horfe ; or fix-
g firm reliance upon fome faithful do-
meftic properly qualified, totally ~uncon-
nected with the contaminating crew, whofe -
conduét we have fo accurately delineated,
without an additional ray of exaggeration.
But as my declaration of proof colleéted
from EXPERIMENTAL CONVICTION, may"
not be generally accepted as {ufficiently
authentic, without fome more powerful
" evidence  than bare fuperficial affertion, I
muft beg permifsion to conclude thefe ob-
fervations, upon the prefent fiate and va-
riousiim'p‘oﬁtions of THE Turr, with the
communication of a few perfonal occur-
rences, that I doubt not will contribute
: o - {fome
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fome weight to the opinions I have fubmitted
to public confideration.

In the {fummer of 1775, I ran a match of
four miles, carrying twelve ftone, (with a
gelding got by BrooMsTick) againft a
mare, the property of a gentleman of con-
fiderable fortune in the county of Effex, for
fifty guineas. His extenfive property was
confpicuous in an elegant manfion, a.pad-
dock of deer, a pack of harriers, and a libe-
ral fubfcription to a neighbouring pack of
fox-hounds. That we might be equally
free from even a chance of the deception in
riding T have juft defcribed, we trufted to
our own abilities in jockeythip, for a deci-
fion in which I conceived our honour and
property were EQUALLY concerned. The .
match however was decided againft him
with perfect eafe, upon which he loft fome -
confiderable bets ; but in the mortification
of his difappointment, affeéting to believe it
was won with much difficulty, he propofed
to run the fame match ‘on that day fortnight,
upon my confenting to give him five pounds,
or, in other words, to reduce his weight to
eleven flone mine. This was inflantly acceded

VoL. II. Dd ’ to,
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to, and many bets made in confequence,
among our neighbouring friends ; but pre-
vious to the day of running, having accepted
an invitation to his houfe, he there myo/
honouradly offered to pay me the five and
twenty . guineas, before the race, if I
would obligingly condefcend to let him win.”
1 have a firm and anxious hope, that every
{portfman of integgity, whofe feelings vibrate
in unifon with my own, and who reads this
propofition with the indignation it is recited,
will do me the juftice to counfider it more
proper, that he thould conceive, than becom-
ing in me to relate, the particulars of my
behaviour upon fuch occafion. It muft {uf-
fice to fay, I rode over the courfe without a
companion ; and as the match was made
PLAY Or RPAY, received the payment for my
confolation. There are numerous. and very
powerful reafons why I forbear to make a
fingle remark upon this bufinefs ; leaving it
entirely, with its infinity of annual fimili-
tudes, to the different imprefsions it may
make upon the prINcCIPLES of the different
readers to whom it will become a fubject.

This _was only a ﬁnule attack, confe-
3 quently
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guently parried with much greater eafe than
when affailed by ‘an almoft incredible com-
bination of villainy, in running a match for
the fame fum a few years fince, upon one
of the moft populous and fathionable courfes
" in the kingdom. But having ¢hen, as be-
Jfore, the fame invariable opinion of the du-
pliéity practifed in TRAINING and RI'DING,
"I had never permitted the mare out of my
poflefsion, or from under my own infpec-
tion, from the hour fhe was matched to
run; or intended her to be rode by any other
perfon, than a lad of my own, that (literally
{peaking) I initiated in ftable management,
and trained with the mare for the purpofe.

Thus entrenched by prudence, and forti-
fied by experience, it was impofsible for
thofe concerned againft me, either by their
numerous emiffaries, or induftrious adherents,
to obtain the requifite intelligence of trials,
JSiweats, or, in fact, any neceflary information,
by which their intentional villainy could be
promoted with a probability of fuccefs. But
as adventurers of this complexion are never
difconcerted by trifling obftacles, it-will cre-
ate no {mall degree of furprife, to thofe not

Didig oot o
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at all apprifed of the various fhifts, inven-
tions, and fchemes of wvillainy in conftant
practice upon the TUrF, to be informed of
the innumerable and remote CODtI’lVﬂDCeb,
eternally adopted for the promotion of rob-
bery and depredation upon others, as well as
the execution of their intents upon me,
which, however, very fortunately did not
fucceed.

On the day of running, having removed
my mare from my own ftable to a reclufe
and convenient houfe within two miles of the
courfe ; locked her up by five in the morn-
ing, and configned my lad to his pillow, (to
prevent either converfation or communication,)
I was almoft immediately enquired for by a
Jjockey of fome eminence, whofe ability is
held in tolerable eftimation. Being juft then.
in the aét of taking breakfaft, and the par-
lour door having been left a very little open,
I could juft diftinguith the parties ; and dif-
tinctly heard the enquiring rider fay to his
companion, “ If he'll let me ride her, I'll
do' hum, by G-d.”’ ¢ Nay, then I have an
eye upon you,” was a quotation that {truck
me w1th the full force of the author. Luck-

ily



= U R B 405
ily thielded with this confidence, I philofo-
phically made my appearance ; when this
honeft, worthy, immaculate type of TURF
INTEGRITY, made an apology for the li-
berty of troubling me, ¢ but he underftood .
I had a mare to run that day; that the oppo-
fite party had not ufed him well in fome
previous concerns ; he withed t be revenged,
and with my permifsion he would ride the
mare GRATIS, in which he would exert his
greate(t ability, and did not doubt but he
thould be able to beat them out of the world.”

I was thankful to a degree of HUMTILIA-
TIoN for the liberality of his offer, perfeétly
confcious of his kindnefs, and voluntary at-
tention to my intere/t; but I was obftinately
determined to ftand or fall by the effeé of my"
own management, under the additional difad--

- vantage of a young and inexperienced rider.

Previous to the day of running, T had re-
peatedly and carefully infiruéted my own lad
in every minutia it became neceflary to have
in conftant remembrance; naturally conclud-
ing to what an infinity of attacks and deep
laid fchemes he would be eternally open pre-

) Bd vious

' .
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-vious to the hour of ftarting. T had particu-
larly cautioned him not to deliver « weight
out of his. pocket from the time of weighing
to his return to the fcale after the race, upon
any account whatever ; nor to pull up till he
was cénﬁdei‘ably paft the winning pofi ; nor
to make even an effort to difimount till T led
his horfe up o the feale. All thefe very
fortunately proved propitious precautions ;
for not one of the whole but was individu-
ally attacked with a well-fupported hope and
unremitting expectation, of rendering us
dupes to an eftablithed courfe of villainy,
that it is to be regretted fo frequently fuc-
ceeds. : ‘

- When juft going to ftart, a real friend, or
rather an honeft man, who had that moment
heard the {ecret tranfpire in a whifper, came
and told him, they had weighed him, ten
JSlone four pounds, placing four pounds in his
pockets more than he was entitled to carry ;
advifing him to ride up to the fcale and infift
upon being re-weighed ; but adhering clofely
to my inftruétions, he refufed to difmourt,
or relinquith a fingle weight, and abfolutely
won his match with four pounds more than
he
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hé thould have carried. Fifty yards before

he reached the winning-poft; one of the

party clamoroufly commanded him 2 pull’
up, faying, the other “ would never overtake

him 3" the moment I had his horfe by the
bridle leading him to the fcale, another vo-

ciferoufly enjoined him “ to get off, and not

difire/s the mare ;”’ either of which, not previ-

oufly guarded againft, but inadvertently com-

plied with, muft have inevitably loft the very

confiderable fum I had depending upon the

event. : '

But to confirm beyond every thadow of
~ doubt this horrid fcene of deliberate villainy
and deception ; while the mare was rubbing
down at a {fmall diftance from the courfe, af-
ter winning the race and receiving the ftakes,
a perfon came and made enquiry, whether
‘“a jockey had not been with me that morn-
ing early, making an offer to ride my mare,
GRATIS ! Upon my anfwering in the af-
firmative, he affured me I 'had a very nar-
row efcape; for « he had fat the preceding '
evening in an adjoining room, divided only
by a deal partition, and heard the entire plan
formed by the party concerned ; that if T con-
Did 4 {ented
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fented to let him ride, my mare was 1 lofe,
and he was To BE REWARDED.

However trifling or fuperfluous a recital of
thefe circumftances may appear to the well-
informed and long-experienced fportfman,
they are no lefs neceffary with the juvenile
adventurer, to eftablith the exiftence of faéts,
and expofe the various means of almoft in-
explicable duplicity, invention, and impofition,
by which the oruLENT, LIBERAL, and
INCONSIDERATE are fo frequently reduced
to a ftate of repentant deftru&ion. Their
introduétion will confequently ferve to render
incontrovertible the proof ‘of fuch practices ;
and to demonftrate the folly and danger of
encountering fo great a complication of de-
liberate villainy and {yftematic depredation,
where there muft ever remain fo confufed a
profpect of extrication, with either succEss
Or EMOLUMENT. Under the influence of
fuch refle¢tions as muft naturally arife from
a knowledge of, and retrofpective allufion
to, fuch incredible aéts of villainy in confiant
practice, every reader will be enabled to
decide, whether it can pofsibly tend to the
promotion of his PLEASURE, INTEREST,

or
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of SAFETY, to fufpend any part of his pro-
perty by fuch doubtful dependencies. Con.
{cious of no motive for the expofure of fuch
abftrufe deception and Complicated deftruc-
tive villainy, but an anxious contribution to
~ the GENERAL GooD, I am moft earneﬂly
induced to hope the -PURITY of INTENTION
may lay fome claim to the ftamp of public
approbation, however deficient my flender
abilities may lnve proved in the EXECUTION.
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