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- CHIRURGICAL JOURNAL.

Cafe of Retention of Urine ‘occafioned by 2 Contufion of
’ the Perineun.

[By Mr. MaunoIR, of Geneva.]

R. Maunoir obferves, that the cafe mentioned

in vol. I. page 362, of the Chirurgical Jour-

nal, calls to his recolleGtion one inferted in the
London Medical Journal, (vol. XIL part ii. page
109.) In this laft cafe, the perinzum was contufed
by the edge of a chair, in the fame manner.as Mr.
Cagnion’s patient by the axle-tree. The fymptoms
were nearly the fame, but the variation in fubfequent
events may be attributed to the different modes of

cure adopted in England and France. :
! ‘ A2 M
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Mr. Maunoir continues to obferve, that the means-
‘to derive advantages, by appreciating the different
curative modes - adopted in different countries, and-
often in the fame city, is by comparing the refilt
of cafes of a fimilar defeription.  This fpecies of
companfon would neceifarﬂy tend to the improve-
ment of the art. : :

Mr. Maunoir then proceeds to draw what he con-
ceives an interefting parallel, from the refpective
events, and modes of treatment, ‘adopted in thefe
two cafes. After giving a precife hiftory of every
~ eflential circumftance in the Englith cafe, he proceeds,
with fome remarks on the two cafes in queftion, to

prove the dire¢t and evident influence of furgery, in-
diforders fubmitted to its action. ;

ExtraZt of the Cafe from the London Medical f;’oztfmzz;

/
foldier, 30 years of age, in attempting to leap
over two chairs, placed back to back, fell with

his thwhs feparated ‘on the crofs-bars, and contufed

the - p@rmaeum with fuch vxolence, that he ir Gantly
fainted, and remained for fome time perfectly fenfelefs.

Some hours afterwards, having regained his fhencth ’

he went to the parade; bug, when i in the ranks, he

was attacked with a copious hcmorrhage from the

« penis,
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pems, accompamcd thh v1olent pain in thc con-
tufed part. Twenty-four hours afterwards,, he had
a complete retention of urine. s
. Meffrs. Walker and Billam- could 1ot fucceed m"
the mtroduéhon cither of a bougm or catheter,
but they were confoled by feeing the fymptoms rapidly
yield to the obfervance of . an antiphlogiftic regimen,
“and by the patient’s apparent recovery, Wthh took
place in about 4 days. '

On the 28th of May, 177 5, 10 days a,f'ter the ac-
cident, the fwelling of  the perinzum and abdomen
reappeared,* and the urine came away involuntarily.
At prefent, the means, that had been in the firft in-
ftance employed, were not attended with the fame
faccefs. It may not be uielefs to remark, that the
relator of ‘the cafe attributes the~relapfe, not to the
difeafe itfelf; (which was only palliated;) but to the
intemperance of the patient.

When he was received into the General Infirmary
of Leeds, on the 1ft of June, he had a painful ablcefs
in the perineeum, acccmpanie(d with a circumfcribe@
tumefaction that extended as hich as 'the umbilicus,
'The tongue was white, the belly bound, and the urine
totally fupprefled. To thefe fymptoms were united
an habitual difficulty of refpiration, frequent hiccups,
and extreme weaknefs. ‘The patdent alfo complained
“of a troublefome itching in the fkin, and «f intole- -

: Tnouon thxs A{ymptom 1is not mentioned in the relation of
the Cafe, the exPxeﬁAon ;z-appeared proves that it hed exifted
in the firlt perlod of the complamt

Sh R A3 - f?i?lé



rable pain in the courfe of the urethra, - To_‘, remedy
fuch a pumber of evils, feveral furgeons were confult-
ed, who agrced_ to place the pa;iént‘ iq the fame fitua-
- tion as in the operation for the ftone. Mr. Lucas,
one of the furgeons of the Infirmary, opened the
abfeefs in perinzo, which difcharged a confiderable
quantity of pus. A fmall catheter was ineffectually
attempted to be paffed, by the wound, into the
urethra: another attempt, equally unfuccefsful, was
made, to pafs both a bougie and catheter into the
natural paffage; though, to facilitate this meafure, the
patient was put in the warm bath. ~ Laxative and

opiate clyfters, cathartics, mercurials, anodynes, &c.
were adminiftered without advantage.  The urine not

being difcharged, the furgeons agreed to puncture the
bladder above the pubis. The patient, whofe fuffer-
ings were extreme, objected, for 48 hours, to the
operation being performed.

Erom time to time a very fmall quantity of urine
was difcharged, but not fufficient {enfibly to mitigate
< the pain, .or obvioufly to diminith the tumour of the
abdomen, which now extended as high as the fcrobi-
culus cordis. :

On the 3d of June, the patient. continuing in- ex-
treme agony, fignified a defire for the operation,
which was inftantly performed. The furgeon thruft
his trocer in the middle of the hypogattric region, two
inches ‘above the {ymphifis pubis, and penetrated
the bladder.  Six pints of urine were drawn off, the
canula was left in the bladder, and the orifice clofed
with a cork; the parts furrounding the canula were

guardcd

<
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guarded Wlth fponge, to abforb t:he urine that might
happen to efcapc Thefe were retained in their firua-
_tien by a T- bandacre, fupportcd by a {capulary.

“In the evenmg, ~when the cork was withdrawn,
four pints of urine were difcharged.” On the 6th, the
canula having flipt out of the bladder, could not be
re-introduced ; - but, however, they fucceeded in the
introdution of a female catheter, which was judged
proper to be left in the fame fituation. On the 7th,
‘there was a painful tenefmus, with a tendency to
expel the urine by the urethra, which induced the
furgeon to renew his endeavours for the introdution
of a catheter, or a probe, into the canal of the
urethra, either by the wound in perinzo,. or by the
meatus urinarius;  but, from the pain produced by
thefe attempts, he was obliged to defift.

, On the 20th, the urine efcaped guttatim acrofs the
wound of the perineum, which was at this time {o con-
tracted, thatit {carcely admitted the end of a fmall probe.
On the 26th, a very {mall bougie was paﬁ“cd by the
~meatus urinarius into the bladder, and a plentiful flow
of urine procured. It was the intention of the fur-
geon to leave this bougie in the bladder; but, from
the conifiderable pain fubfequent to its introduion,
he was obliged to withdraw it. [t was then refolved
to let the urine accumulate in the bladder, and to
folicit its evacuation by the natural paffage, - or by
the wound in perinzo. By way of precaution, the
catheter was left in the bladder. On the 20th,
it was withdrawn, as the bladder had completely
regaiped the power of vmdmor its_contents, W}ud

J
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it effected part]y by the fiftulous onﬁce, and partly
by the meatus urinarius; but principally by the laft,
The patient gradually recovered his ﬁrength ‘and
«was 'difcharged the mﬁrmary, perfc&ly cured, on thc
18th of Auguft. .

A year afterwards, he was admitted aoa&n for a
fiftula in perinzo. A proper plan of treatment, a-
dapted to his eafe, was adopted; but, during the
proccfs of his cure, he delivered himfelf up to thofe
intemperate exceffes which had produced a return
of the fiftula, for which he was expelled the ‘hot-
pital.

REFLECTIO.\:g.

e

The two patients, whofe cafes are about to be
compared, were both young -and vigorous. M
~Cagnion’s patient had a violent and extenfive contu-
fion, with a crevice in the canal of the urethra. A
confiderable effufion of blood fapelvened combined
“with infiltration and retention of urine ; and the fcro-

tum was threatened with gangrene twelve hours after{
the accident. ?

The Englith foldier flt a Very acute pain at the
time the accident happened,, which 'foon fubfided,
as he went to the parade a few hours after the ac~
cident. - At this time there was 4 hernorrhacc fron{‘
the penis, but without any effufion or infiltration in-
the perinzum, Thc 1ctcutzon of wrine and other

fymptoms
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fymptoms foen difappeared, though no other plan -
but that of regimen was obferved. The coatufion
terminated by fuppuration, and the {ymptoms, which
-came on on the roth day, appeared to have been
caufed by thc abfceis more  than by intempe-
rance. ' :

The opemno of the abfcefs gave iffe to a con-
ﬁderablc quantity of pus; but no notice is taken of
any effufion or infiltration of urine ; which proves -
that the canal was not ~open. When thefe circum-
ftances are confidered, it is not aftonithing that a
{mall catheter could not be introduced into the
bladder.  But the moft difficult circumftance to
believe, is the pretended impoffibility of pafling. the
catheter through the natural opening of, the” penis,
efpecially after the indurations were refolved and the
abfcefs opened, which ‘ought to have rendered the
canal in fome degree more free. Nor can we con-
ceive the motive for prefcribing warm baths, pur-
gative c1yﬁers, and medicines of every {pecies; &c.
" “he bladder, however, was enormoufly diftended,
and the life of the patient in imminent danger, which,
without doubt, would have been loft if the 'urine
~ had not been evacuated.

The French carter did not experience any fimilar
fymptoms. At the inftant of his admiffion into the
Hétel Dieu the bladder was emptied b] means of
- a catheter, which was eafily pafled ; for, at this early
period of the accident, the {welling of the parts did
not oppofe a powerful refiftance. ~ The incifion af-
terwards made in the perineum and ferotum facili-

tated
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tated the paflage of the urine om “she crevice in
the canal; the fymptoms alfo fubfided a few days
after the treatment. A month afterwards, when the
canal was contracted in confequence of cicatrization,
a catheter was paffed in the urethra, and the wound
healed over 1t. '

_ Tt is but juft to acknowledoe, that the Englith pa-
tient was faved by the punéture. But this opera-
tion only averted the imminent danger, and did not
re-eftablith ‘the natural courfe of the urine. It was
from this circumftance Mr. Lucas was induced to
attempt the introduction of a catheter, a bougie,
and even a probe, into the bladder, by the wound
in the perinaeum, as well as by the natural opemng
of the urethra.

The crevice that was formcd in the cangl, and
which admitted of the efcape of the urine drop by
drop by the wound, was probably occafioned by thefe
attempts, unlefs it was produced by the inconfidegable
quaniity of urine collefted in the bladder, or rather
by the erofion of the canal, near which, from the
fmalinefs of the external opening, pus might be de-
pofited. They were at length enabled to pafs a
{mall bougie into the bladder; which circumftance
proves, that a fmall catheter might have been intro-
duced, with equal, and perhaps more, eafe, and the
patienty at the fame_time, not inconvcnicnccd"by its
prefence. :

Mr. Maunoir ' obferves, that he {hall make no
comment on the idea of the Englith furgeons, who
withed to folicit the contraltion of the bjadder, by
“ retaining

¢
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i
retaining the urine in its cavity. This method would
have produccd an effect precifely contrary to the one
they were led to fuppofe, if the catheter that was in
the wound made by the punéture, and the crevice in
the canal, had not admlttcd of the con{‘cant efcape of
the urine, ‘

The patient was difcharged the hofpxtal at the end
of three months, and, doubtlefs, with a conﬁderablc
contraction of the canal, fhough this circumftance is
not mentioned ; and what feems to confirm the truth
of this remark, is the fubfequent attack of an uri-
nary fiftula in perinzo ; for the cure of which he was
admitted into the hofpital the following year.

- Mr. Maunoir exprefles his aﬁomﬂlment, that, in the
year 1775, a treatment {o extremely defective fhould
be employed in England. In faé, this kind of treat-
ment was generally followed. ‘The catheters of the
elaftic gum were not ufed at that period; befides,
the majority of practitioners did not comprehend the
advantages that might be derived from thefe cathéters
in particular, or even from catheterifn in general.
Nor did they properly underftand the effeéts of
compreflion by means of the catheters on the urethra -
itfelf. .

There is one obvious 'refletion, which muft fug-
geft‘ itfelf to all readers, which is, that the art of
lurgery, in the ftate of its fulleft perfection, fifteen
years fince, after three months treatment, left this
cafe to terminate in an urinary fiftula; and that the
fame art, cmployed for the cure of a fimilar cafe
ﬁftecn years latcr, prevented the ﬁ&ula, and reftored

oo
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~to fociety a healthy mdlvxdual in the full and perfc&
. poffeflion of all hxs ﬁm&mns i

Cafe of @ Wound of the Heod.

[By Mr. Jurian, Surgeon to the Eotel Dieu.}

RANCIS Mion, a foldier, 30 years of age, and

of ‘a ftrong conftitution, received, on'the 14th

of December, 1760, two cuts with a fabre. -One-

flightly wounded the mafleter mufcle and the parotld

- gland, on the left fide: the other wound was recei-

ved on the middle and fuperior part of the os frontis,

and divided the external Qablc for the extent of two
inches.

As he experienced nor pain, he at firft paid no at-
tentlon to his wounds, and he fuffered exght days to
elapfe ‘before he applied to the Hétel Dieu. The
wounds at this time were dried up, and their edges
{welled, red, and painful. They were drefled with
pledgets dipt in the linimentum arcai, and covered
with an emollient cataplafm, - ‘ '
. > ~On
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On the 3d day, fuppuratlon was well eftablithed,
the wounds red, and without pain: but, on the sth
night, he had a confiderable accefs of fever, in con-
fequence of drinking too much wine. The tongue
and fkin became dry, the wound pale, and the dif-
charge fanious. A diluting regimen and a ftriét diet
were dire&ted. Two days afterwards the wounds had
a more healthy appearance; but without any miti-
gation of the other fymptoms.

On the 8th, there was a bilious vomiting, Wthh
appeared to afford fome relief. On the 10th, the
tongue was dry and yellow. To check this dift
pofidon 3i. of .cream of tartar was ordered in each
pint of drink, which produced no effe&t whatever.
On the 11th, the fever increafed, and its force was not
the leaft mitigated by the evacuation of bleeding.
The wound in the cheek was nearly cicatrized ; but
that of the os frontis was extremely unhealthy in its
appecrance.

Towards the evening the fuppuration was fup-
'preﬁ‘cd and his recollection loft. A blifter was ap-
plied over the fcalp, without the fymptoms being
diminithed. The pulfe beé®ame fmall and concen-
tered, he was feized with cold fweats, and died on
the 12th day after he was attacked with the above-
mentioned fymptoms; 17 days after his admiffion into
the hofpital, and the 25th after the accident.

On diffeétion, the os frontis was found denuded
for one-third of an inch from each fide of the wound.
The ftroke of the fabre had only divided the external
table of the bone, In the correfpondent part of the

~ internal-
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'mterxmal table, there was only a fmall fiffure, fcarcely
perceptible.  There was no effufion under the cra-
mum ; but the whole furface of the brain was cover-
ed with a greenith mucus. The fmall ulcerations
were diffemintated on the liver, the furface of which,
throughout its whole extent, was covered with a ftra-
wm of yellow purulent matter. :

© Cafe of a bilious Eryfipelas, from an internal Caufe.

C Rrgai

[By Mr. Denanxg, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]
B %{

ADELAIDE Goyde, 27 years of age, of a bilivus
tgmperament, for fome days was affected with'
a violefit pain in her head, ardent thirft, and ‘diffi-
cult refpiration. Thefe fymptéms were foon follow-
ed with an eryfipelatous affection of. the fuperior part
of the face, particularly of the eye-lids, thch could
noc be feparated.” = ¢
On



On her admiffion into the Hétel Dieu, the tongue
was furred, the mouth bitter, accompanied *with a
diflike to every fpecies of food, To thefe fymp-
toms there was a difpofition to vomit, accompanied
with confiderable heat, with a pulfe hard, frequent,
and full.

The menfes commg on at thls pmod prevcnted -
the exhibition of farther medicines. Three days af--
terwards the patient was relieved by fome bilious
ftools, procured by the exhibition of one grain of
tart. emetic. in a pint of drink. The fame remedy
was repeated on the sth day, when the fwelling and
rednefs had nearly fubfided. Three laxative medi-
cines ﬁni{he"d%m cure, compofed of the pulp of
caffia % i. manna 3 ij. tart. emet. g. 1.

e .St,E .

[By Mr. SimonyEavu, Surgeon to the Hoétel Dieu.}

RANCIS Coillet, 23 years of age, after expo-
fure to cold whilft in a profufe perfpiration,

was attacked on the fame day with an eryfipelatous
affetion of the right fide of the face, The violent
Max. IL B heat
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heat and pricking of the part induced him to apply
for admiffion into the Hotel Dieu, on the $th of
January, 1790. ;

Whey was prefcribed as a drink, to which was
added one grain of the emetic tartar. The fame
medicine, repeated the next day, difperfed the ery-
fipelas, and by the sth he was completely cured.

C iR & HGHT, «
[By Mr. Crorin.]

HERESA Marica, 48 years of age, was affect-
ed for fome days with an eryfipelatous affec-
tion of her left leg, accompanied with every fymp-
tom that indicated a derangement of the primz viz.
An emetic was prefcribed, which produced abundant

evacuations. The eryfipelas difappeared, and the pa- .
tient was cured in 24 hours,

CASE
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Treated at firfk by topical E;hollz'ent:.

[By Mr. Gienoux, Senior Surgeon to the Hotel
‘ . Dieu. ]

RANCIS Liedatrd, 35 years of age, was affe@ed
with an eryfipelas over the whole face, which
he fomented for fome days with emollient fomenta-
tions. The pain and turgefcence increafed, and the
fkin was covered with fmall veficles. '
When the patient was admitted into the Hétel
Dieu, the tongue was yellow, accompanied with fre-
quent difpofitions to vomit. = A grain of tartar eme-
. tic was given in a pint of whey, which produced co-
pious evacuations, and, by the 2d day, a fenfible di-
minution of the fymptoms. A purge was given,
and the putxent difcharged cured by the ﬁxzh
day.

Baaii CASE



el

C A TS SV
" Of an wlcerated lilions Eryfipelas.-
[By Mr. Crorin.] s

ANE Lecat, 51 years of age, was admitted into
the Hotel Dieu on the 21t of November, 1789,
for an eryfipelatous affetion of her face, which had
been in a ftate of fuppuration for 15 days. The parts
in the vicinity of the ulcerations were red and diffe=
minated with fmall veficles. =
The patient had no appetite, the tongue was “fur-
red, accompanied with a bitter tafte in the mouth.
A diluting drink was ordered, acidulated with oxi-
mel, to which a grain of tartar emetic was added.
This woman was confiderably better the next day.
The emetic drink was repeated twice, and, by the
8th day, the ulceration and other fymptoms had dif-
appeared, without any topical application being em-
ployed.

CASE
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- Of an E?yjiﬂqla.; confequent to W ounds.
[By Mr, VERqEz, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

ARY Framay, 6o years of age, was admitte

into the Hotel Dieu on the 7th of Septem-
ber, 1789, for an-eryfipelatous affe@tion of the left
leg. No topical application was applied. A grain
of emetic tartar was exhibited, as the pulfe was fe-
verith, the tongue furred, and the mouth -bitter.
This medicine prodeced an abundant evacuation of
bilious matter.  This plan, continued for the firft
three. days, did not ftop the progrefs of the cryﬁ-
pelas, which now extended over the whole pof’terlor
furface of the leg. ,
~ The -cicatrix of an old forc was at this time re-
marked near the malleolus internus, and feemed dif-
noled to ulcerate. This circumftance induced a change
in the treatment. 'The whole leg was covered with
an emollient poulticé, and the,ufe of the emetic ftill
perfifted in. A {light fuppuration took place in the
fore, which ceafed on the. 12th day, and was finally
cicatrized fome days afterwards.

Spa e CASE
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[By Mr. BouiLLaup, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

\ T ARY Jofepha Nengis, 44 years of age, was
M admitted, on the gth of April, 1790, for a
eontufed wound on the fuperior part of the right
parietal bone.  She left the hofpital before her cure
was completed, and was no fooner expofed to the
imprefiion of the air, than the fmall degree of fup-
puration furnifhed by the wound was fupprefied.
Fever and violent pain in the head fupervened,
which obliged her to return to the hofpital.

A poultice was applied to the head, with 2 view

- of exciting a fuppuration, and the parts affected with

eryfipelas were covered with comprefles dipt in aq.

veg. and a relaxing emetic drink prefcribed. ;

A part of thefe fymptoms fubfided on the 2d day,

and the patient was difmiffed perfectly cured five days
after the treatment, : ' |

«
<

CASE.
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CAsies B VI

Eryfipelas confequent 19 a Contufion, treated at firft by
s Emollients.

[By Mr. BouLeT, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu. ]

N\ENIS Julia Moreau, 30 years of age, of a bi~

lious temperament, excoriated her left elbow

by a fall. ‘The pain lafted only for a moment, and,

for the fpace of fix days, no alteration took place.

At this period the inferior part of the fore-arm, and

the fuperior part of the arm, was affected with ery-
fipelas.

‘The patient applied poultices to the part, then .
emollient fomentations. The pain and fwelling in-
creafed to fuch a degree, that the whole fore-arm,
and one-third of the arm, in a few days, was {welled
to a prodigious fize. Thefe fymptoms, joined with
a confiderable degree of fever, determined her to
apply to the Hbtel Dieu, on the 20th of February,
1789. g

On her admiﬁio'n, the fkin was tenfe, red, and
gloffy, and the cellular fubftance retained the im-

preflion of the finger. Independent of thefe fymp-
: : B 4 toms,
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toms, there was an evident fluétuation in different
parts of the fuperior part of the fore-arm, A grain .
of emetic tartar was exhibited the next day, which
“ cleared the prime viz.  The abfcefles were opened
the fame day, and the tumour drefl=d with a poul-
tice moiftened with aq. vegito. The eryfipelas foon -
{ubfided ; but the wounds from the abfceffes, - that

had been opened, did not heal for the fpace‘ of 20
days. ; ‘

‘CA_SE IX..

Of an Eryfipelas oceafioned by the Application of fz’ztt};
Subfiances to a contufed Wound,

[By Mr, Devers, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu'.]

ROSE H. Bourbon, 30 years of age, had a flight
contufion of the Ieft arm,, to which fhe ap-
plied farty applications, Swelling of the parts took
place, the integuments becarne tenfe, red, and thi-
ning, She was attacked with fhiverings, ;and<§;_in-

‘s ' S ~tervals
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tervals with fhooting pains. The face became in-
flamed, the tongue dry, the pulfe frequent, Hard, and
raifed. ‘ : :

Bleeding was ordered, and a poultice, moiftened
with aq. veg. applied to the part affefted with ery-
fipelas. A diluting drink, and a proper diet, was
ordered to be obferved. 1In the courfe of the night
the patient expericnced a fenfe of naufea, the
tongue became furred, with a bitter tafte in the
mouth. :

A grain of emetic tartar, difflved in 2 confic
derable quantity of drink, was ordered to be taken,
which produced a confiderable evacuation.  This
emetic-drink was repeated on the 3d day, and on.
the 4th the eryfipelas fubfided, and the patient was
cured, \

“n dccount of three more Cafes of Eryfipelas, ve-
lated in the Fournal de Chirurgie, are omitied by the
\ Tranflator, as the circumfRances and mode of cure are

nearly the fame as .in the cafes above related,

€

Osser-



OBSERVATIONS on ERYSIPELAS.

The hiftory of Eryfipelas becomes an important
confideration, when we reflect that the difeafe is ex-
tremely common, and that its treatment by many
practitioners is purely prejudiced and empirical.

The Greeks admitting in their theories of mmedi~
cines the metaphyfical principies of philofophy, - and
the fuperflitious ideas of the Pythagoreans, refpecting
numbers, agreed in the exiftence of four elements,
four radical qualities, four temperaments, and goni";:—
quently four humours and four fpecies of tumours,
produced by ftagnation, or a difeafed alteration of the
humours above-mentioned.

Phlegmon, according to their theory, was _fox-?mcd
by the 'blood;’,' eryfipelas by the bilious, cedema by
the pituitous, and {chirrus by the melancholic or atra-
bilious temperament. But as this theory was often
contradited by obfervation, they were obliged to
have recourfe to the fuppofition of a mixture of the
humours, by means of which tumouyrs of a mixt de-
{cription were formed ; whence, no doubt, we derive
the diftin&tion of fimple or true eryfipelas, (produ-
ced merely by extravafation and depofit of the bilious
humour under the fkin:) from the compound or
{purious, which took its name from the humour at

& the
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e itolk prevalent; hence the names of phleg-
monous; cedematous, {chirrus, eryﬁpelas, &c.

Such is Galen’s idea of this difeafe, and which
has been repeated by almoft all fubfequent authors -
who have written on the fubject of tumours. The
celebrated La Motte, who criticifed this theory in
different parts of his work did not dare to ridicule
it openly. '

Eryfipelas, in general, is an inflammatory {uperfi-
cial fwelling, not circumfcribed, accompanied with
lively heat and pungent pain. The whole extent of
the part affefted is of a bright red colour, clear and
fhining. - This appearance fubfides on prefling the
part with the finger, and returns when the prefiure
is taken of. Thefe charateriftic marks agree with
all the different forts of eryfipelas, but are varioufly
marked, according to the different fpecies.

The firft, and moft fimple, is that mentioned by
Sauvages in his Nofology, and Cullen in his Firfts
Lines, under the term of Erythema, from a word
employed by Hippocrates in his Apborifms, and in
lis Coacz Przenotiones et Epidemicz, to fignify all
the different fpecies of eryfipelatous affetions.

But this word is not in general ufe, nor has it by
any means a determinate fignification: it appears to
us, that the general name of Bilious Eryfipelas, em-
ployed by man'y authors, would be more eligible.

- In this kind of eryfipelas the fWelhng is trifling,
and often infenfible, the fkin of a rofe-colour, gcnc~
rally a httle vcrgmg towards yellow. The fenfation
tha.t the ‘patient experiences is nexther tenfion nor pul-
|  fadop,,
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fation, but a painful {marting, fimilar to what refules
from. the application of hot water, or from €Xpo-
fure to the rays of the fun.. :

. Towards the period of the mvaﬁon of this dlf-
cafe, and often many days before, the appetite
is loft, the mouth Wbitter, the tongue moift, and
covered with a yellow mucus, Naufea and fome-
times bilious vomitings come on. The patient be-
comes weak and dejected, and is affected with wan-
dering pains and confiderable heat, without any parti-
cular drynefs of the fkin or yiolent fenfe of thirft.
Sometimes the difeafe becms with fever, m?)re or
lefs violent, preceded by fhivering and violent - pain
in the head. : ek

This fpecies of eryfipelas is that which. thc ancients
termed true, or bilious, erylipelas, or rather, properly
fpeaking, eryfipelas; and is that difeafe which, by
fome moderns, is:called Simple Eryﬁpelas

This fpecies, which we name Phlcfrmonous, cor-
refponds to the phlegmonous eryfipelas _of  the
‘ancients, and is the fame mentioned. by Hevin n
his Pachology, and by other modern clementaxy
authors. : :

In this affe&ion the {kin is more raifed than in the
preceding {pecies, the . fwelling harder and deeper,
and of a deeper colour. There is generally a flight
debreg of tenfion of the integuments, with pungent
pain, and at intervals pulfatory. - On the firlt days
of the attack of ‘this difeafe, there is neither bitter-
nefs in the'mouth ‘nor. naufea, the fkin and tongue *
‘become dry, and are accompamed Wu:h & vmlcnt

fcnfc

|
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fenfe of thirft; thef pulfc is full and hard, mdu:armg
plethora. = .

At the expiration of a few days, pamcular]y Whea
the difeafe has been treated by bleeding and an anti-
phlogxf’ac regimen, the tongue becomes foul and
moift at its edges, bitternefs of the movth and nau-
fea fupervene, and the difeafe, in its progrefs, offers
nothing to diftinguifh it from bilious eryfipelas,

All the different kinds of eryfipelas may be clafi-
ed under thefe two heads, and we may judge from
the ftate of the prime vie under what clafs they
thould be ar ranged. There is, however, a fpecies
of eryfipelas different from the reft, that requires
local treatment, though the fymptoms are by no
means extraordinary.  The fpecies we allude to is
confequent to wounds, contufions, &c. .

The danger of every fpecies of eryfipelas is pro-
portloncd to its extent, to its intenfity, and to the
part ‘affeted; but the moft dangerous of all is
that which affeéts the head and the adjacent parts.
This remark 'has been -repeated, after Galen, by
ZErius, Paulus Eginetus, Oribafius, &c. ~Thefe au-
thors are even apprehehﬁ«ve, that, in fuch cafes,
fuffocation may take place,” from an obftruction in
the refpiratory paffages.

* An eryfipelas of the uterus is deemed by Paré,
a'mortal difeafe; and Hippocrates has formed 2
prognoftic - equally anfavourable of the eryﬁpda;
which dﬂappears fuddenly from thc furface of the
body, 10 aﬁc& the mtern’al parts

AR I R R .~ Obftinate
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Obftinate ulcers, and even gangtene itlelf, hava
been ‘mentioned by the ancients as the frequent re-
fult of eryfipelas: though, it is probable; thefe rcir- .
cumftances ‘may be attributed with more propriety to
negligence and unfkilful treatment than to the na-
ture of the difeafe. This remark is equally appli-
cable to thofe eryfipelatous affeftions attendant on
wounds, ulcers, fraCtures, and luxations, whofe con-
fequences have been defcribed by authors as ‘ex-
tremely formidable. e

The treatment of eryfipelas has varied materially
at the different periods of the medical art. Celfus
recommended bleeding indifcriminately in every fpe-
cies, when the ftrength would permit. Adus, who
founded his opinion on the authority of Galen, never
employed the lancet but in cafes of manifeft ple-
thora : the bilious eryfipelas: he treated by purga-
tives. Paulus Eginetus, on the contrary, never ex-
hibited them, but when, from fome obftacle, he was
prevented from ordering bleeding ; a praice which,
like Galen, he recommended as a general precept.
Oribafius recommends medicines proper for the eva-
cuation of the bile: Avicenna, in adopting this laft
method, obferves, that bleeding is rarely ufeful,
fometimes hurtful; and yet, at the fame time, ad-
mits that there are cafes where it is indifpenfable.

Actuarius- has made nearly the fame remarks as
Avicenna, and, befides, extends the ufe of purgatives
to every {pecies of inflammation, Gui de Chauliac,
Thévenin, Munnick, Sydenham, &c. prefér_ibc bleed-
-ang in all fpecies of eryfipelas, unlefs the affection

: is
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is extremely flight. In this opinion they are fol«
lowed by a crowd of moderns, fome of whom, in-
fluenced by the infpe@tion of the blood when it
prefents what they term a plethoric or inflammatory
cruft, order the bleeding to be repcatcd three or
four times, s

Thévenin fometimes _prefcribed a ocntle emetic,
but not till after other means had been unfuccefl~
fully tried. <

Paré has remarked, that the difeafe generally ter-
minates by vomitings and bilious dejetions ; but at
that time the ftibiated tartar was not in ufe; a me-
- dicine admirably calculated to accelerate this termi-
nation: and now, though the effets of this remedy
are known, yet many practitioners are afraid to em-
ploy it, -~ Stoll himfelf never prefcribed it, without
the patient being previoufly prepared.

Richter, the celebrated profeflor of Gottingen,
and one of the moft judicious German authors, re-
commends the exhibition of an emetic on the
firft attack of a bilious eryfipelas. He admits that
there are cafes, though extremely rare, which re-
quire bleeding in the firft inftance. .

Cullen propofes cooling purgatives in addition to
thefe means, and coincides with the method employ-

" ed by Sellé, who, viewing eryfipelas as a fpecies of
putnd fever, joins to evacuants the ufe of bark,
wine, and other antifeptics. ’

Bell treats this mode of praéhce, and the 'oplmon
on which it is founded, as purely hypothetical. He

~ prefers the anti-phlogiftic regimen and bleeding, but
- by



et )

by no means local, as it is:gchcr,éiiy.produ&iver of
ulcers difficult to cure.  The ancients. appeared to
attribute much efficacy to bleeding and the ufe of
purgativc_s; and even flill more to topical applica-
tions. - Some recommend the ufe of diaphoretics
and fudorifics; whilft others, and indeed the greateft
~number, prefcribe relaxing, refrething, and diuretic,
drinks. B s oo s
Alexander of Tralles, after the doétrine of Galen,
preferibed only cold water to his patients. He re-
commended them to “breathe. freth air, and to be
flightly clothed ; and obferves, with great judgement,
that this is the plan that nature feems to point out,
and fupports the propriety -of this method by cafes
peculiar to himfelf. . ,

Paré alfo attributed fome advantage to freth air,
to which he joined the ufe of cooling medicines,
&c. Sydenham, with the fame views, preferibes the
‘ufe of {mall beer.  Others recomimend weak red, wine
and water.  Thévenin treats obftinate eryfipelatous
affeCtions by means of baths, whey, veal-bjoth, and
cold mineral waters, P gl

Topical applications have been for along time in
general ufe for the cure of eryfipelas; neverthelefs,
Hippocrates, who {peaks frequently of this difeafe,
and who relates many - cafes of this defeription in his
epidemsics, - fays nothing to induce a {ufpicion e¢hat
he ever had recourfe to local applications, *The
pradtice of modern -phyficians has differed materially ;
they have been diffufe in the ufe of liniments; fo- '
mentations, poultices, and even ointments' of every
5 oo defcription.
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defcription. It was foon remarked, that oils, oint-
ments, plafters, and all fatty fubftances, werd pcf-‘
nicious in the treatment of eryfipelas. Galen made
this remark ; which, however, did not prevent the
ufe of the emp. diapalma diffolved in oil of rofes.
Fabricius Hildanus has feen the ufe of the oil of
rofes, continued for fome days, produce ‘gangrene,
in‘a cafe of phlegmonous eryfipelas. Munnick quotes
this cafe, and Manget reports it at length.  The me-
dicaments of a benumbing and narcotic quality, re-
commended by Galen, Paulus Eginetus, and- many
others, have alfo tended to produce mortification.

Refolvents and repellents have been generally re-
commended. All authors, however, agree, that their
application is not unattended with danger: for, in-
dependent of the fatal confequences fometimes pre-
duced by metaftafis, induration or gangrene of the
part ‘affeéted are often occafioned by their indifcri-
minate ufe. A convittion of the truth of this re-
mark induced Paulus Eginetus to rejeét aftringent
and fpirituous applications, and Avicenna to prefer the
* effufion of cold water on the part to more attive ap-
plications.. For the fame reafons oxycrate, a boafted
remedy among the Greeks, wes preferred to weak fo--
lutions of lead, as recommended by Thévenin, and
the different infufions of elder-flowers, melilot, and
other fimilar plants, were even in more general ufe.

De Haen employed a decotion of elder-flowers in
whey : fometimes emollients, as warm water, marfh-
- mallow-water, water of frogs fpawn, &c.
Vou. IL il o Hartman
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Hartman attributes the moft ferious {ymptoms,
and even mortification of the part itfelf, to this laft
appﬁcation Celfus ufed cataplafms covered with
comprefles, moiftened with cold water. Galen ren-
dered them refolutive by the addition of oxycrate.
Paulus Eginetus recommended a poultice of barley-
meal; Thévenin one made of rye boiled in lime-
water ; and Diembroek one compofed of bean-meal
and oak-leaves reduced to a powder. But it is fu-
perfluous to dwell longer on methods that have
proved inefficacious, and which have been long
fince abandoned. ‘

Cullen, concurring in opinion with all accurate
obfervers on the inutlity and danger of every to-
pical application, abfolutely rejects them. He al-
lows, however, the part affected to be fprmklcd with.
powdered ftarch, (a pratice lately adopted in Eng-
land,) to abforb, according to Mr. Bell, the acrid hu-
mour which is furnifhcd, and which tends to pro-
duce ulceration.

Without doubt ehalk has been employed by fome
practitioners to anfwer the fame indications.*

Bell, who perfe&ly accords with Cullen with re-
fpett to the injurious effects of local applications,
yet permits a thin layer of the extra&t of Saturn to
be apphed to the part by means of a feather, when
the pain is very acute.

Richter, fo far from approving this practice, views
the extralt of Saturn in the fame light as other a-

* V. J. Munnick, Chir. Jib. . Manget. Bibl.
e ; {tringents,
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ftringents, which, he obferves, often produce fatal
confequences. This learned profeffor, like’ Sellé,
Stoll,. and other {kilful pra&titioners, makes ufe of no
application whatever to the part. Actuarius obferves,
alfo, that local applications are ufelefs in eryfipelas,
and that the inflammation will fubfide by the ufe of
cathartics alone. v

Independent of the means we have pointed out,
there was one mentioned by Thévenin, which, du-
ring his time, was in very general ufe: this was
the apphcanon of blifters. He propofed them with
the view of evacuating, or at leaft diverting, the
eryfipelatous humour, when they were applied at 2
confiderable diftance from the part affected.

This recalls to our recolleétion a cafe mentioned
by Alix, in his Obfervata Chirurgica, fafc. 1. where
blifters were applied to the legs of a peafant, for a
wandering and obftinate eryfipelas, which had fuc-
.ceflively occupied the /back, the thorax, and the
face. The eryfipelas attacked the feet, and was im-
mediately followed with gangrene.

Such is the abridged hiftory of what has been
written on the fubjet of eryfipelas. The means
related for the cure of the difeafe may perhaps ap-
pear in fome degree tedious; but they are more
important to recolle¢t than theoretical diftinctions of
the various fpecies of eryfipelas. i

With refpet to the particular method cmployed
in the Hotel Dieu, although {ufficiently explained in
"the cafes prccc'ding thefe obfervations, we fhall re-
capmﬂatc the plan, to enable the reader to com-
| Ca pare °
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pare our mode with the ‘methods employed by
others. ' o e e o]

In the bilious eryfipelas, ‘whatever degree of heat
or fever may exift, we give, in the firft inftance,
2 grain of emetic tartar diffolved in a confiderable
quantity of fuid; the fymptoms generally diminifh as
foon as the effets of the medicine have ceafed: we'
have feen them"entirely fubfide, although thie medi-
cine produced no other fenfible alteration, in’ the ani-
mal economy, than an increafe in the fecretions of the
infenfible perfpiration and urine : fometimes the fymp-
toms refift thefe evacuations, and we are obliged tor
have recourfe once or twice, or even more. frequently,
to the ufe of the emetic-drink. 'When ' the 'cryﬁpclas
is cured, and the bitternefs in the mouth and fever has
fubfided, two or three purges of caffia and manna, with
a grain of emetic-tartar, are exhibited : during the
procefs ‘of ' the cure the patient is ordered to drink
freely of a diluting ptifan, acidulated with oxymek: as-
foon as the fymproms are mitigated the diet of the pa-
tient is enlarged; for, when it is too rigidly obferved,
the acrimony of the humours- are apt to be increafed,
and the bilious"eryﬁpdﬁS to be reproduced, partiéu-’
larly in hofpitals, where the air, generally fpe'éking, 15
unhealthy. SO 413

The bilious eryfipelas, “however confiderable’its exx
ten, and Wwhatever« part it may occupy, yields, in‘a
few days, to the plan we have lid down; and, -in the
end; we have always fucceeded 'in" the ‘cure; nor do
we recollede an inftance of its return. We have in- :
varizbly obferved that the cafs of e patients, -who

: : 5 had
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had been bled previous to their admxﬁ‘xo into thc'
hofpital, were more ferious and ob&matg partlcularly
when it had been frequently repeated.

The fame praftice is not apphcable to the-phleg-
monous fpecies of eryfipelas: in this kind, emetics and
other evacuants augment the irritation and tenfion,
already confiderable, nor fhould they be had recourfe
to till the plethora and irritation of the patient is di-
minifhed by one or more bleedings, according to the
urgency of the {fymptoms and the ftrength of the
patient. ~ ‘The bilious eryfipelas, -that then appears,
points out the neceflity of evacuation and the proper
time for their exhibition. During the whole treatment
the\patient takes nothing but a diluting drink, fuch as
whey; or a fimple decoltion of dog’s tooth with
ORI Lt e ' ¢ .

- When cryﬁpelas arifes from an internal caufe, we do
nor cmploy any topical apphcatlon whatever in either
fperes, but lcave it, as much as poffible, expoled to
the air, :
~ But when either - bxhous or phlecmonous eryfipelas
is confequent to a,contuﬁon -wound or an, ulcer, regi-
men and. internal medicines are infuﬂicicnt, unlefs
topical applications are employed to abate the local
irmgation, and to excite fuppuration: with this view
cataplafms have been employed and their good effects
have sbeen remarked in_a great variety of cafes : but
we deem this 2 caution eITenually neceffary to obferve,
that the application of the poultice fhould not extend
much below the contufed furface or the edges of the

wound., If any application is' permitted to lay on the
£g reft
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reft of the eryfipelatous furface, it thould be aqixéous_
and weak, fuch as the aq. veg. min. in common ufe,

made in the proportion of 3 j, of the extraét of Saturn
to a pint of water, -

Cafe of a fpurious Aneurifn of the Brachial Artery,

[By Mr. Cacnron.]

A Child, fix years old, had the brachial artery
opened, in bleeding’from the bafilic vein, The
hemorrhage was confiderable ; and the furgeon expe-
 rienced great difficulty in ftopping it by means of com-
preflion. The blood, however, was retained; but a
“tumour formed an inch and a half in dlameter at the
part where the patient was bled; it was treated as a
common abfcefs, and maturating  applications em-
ployed: an opening was propofed to be made, when
Mr. Cagoion was confulted for the firlt time ; who,
from the charatteriftic fymptoms, was fatisfied it was
a cafe of fpurious aneurifim. ~ The parents were
frightened, and confulted many other profeffional men,
who concurred in the fame opinion, and who ll agreed «

that thc operation was neccﬁ”’tr}
Mr.
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Mr. Cagnion was defired to perform it; but, con-
céivipg that the operation might be had recourfe to as
a laft refource, advifed that the effet of compreffion
fhould be previoufly tried, as no danger could arife
from the attempt. :

The parents, uneafy from this differenice of opinion,
took the child to Paris, where they confulted Mr.
Ferrand, who was decidedly of opinion for the ope-
ration to be performed. Mr. Louis was confulted,
who agreed in opinion with Mr. Cagnion, to whofe
care the patient was again coafigned. -

Mr. Cagnion placed a pad, moderately firm, as a
point of fupport, at the pofterior part of the arm and
fore-arm, then applied graduated comprefles on the
tumour, and a bandage f{imilar to what is ufed in bleed-
ing, ,excepting that the turns were more numerous.

The patient wore this bandage for a year; at the
end of which period, the tumour had entirely difap-
peared; and the child, who is now between fifteen and
fixteen years of age, enjoys the moft perfect ftate of
health : the affeted arm is now of the fame fize and
cqually ftrong as the other,

>
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C(_zf;e‘@’ a radical Cyre f a Hydrocelz, jubjeguen) 2o corte-
Jfiderable Inflammation and Formalzon of Matter in
the Tunisa Vaginalis,

[By Mr. BovLeT, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

‘BOUET, a hufbandman, 42" years G of age,
o and of a good conftitution, had been affetted
with a hydrocele for the fpace of twelve years ; it was
of a confiderable fize, and was ofiginally occafioned
by a contufion of the left tefticle. Wearied with un-
fuccefsful endeavours to cure his complaint, by the ap-
plication of powerful refolutives, he was determined to -
leave off all remedies whatever. .
In the month of September, 1790, he had occa~
fion to go to Paris: when he confulted the furgeon-in-
chief ‘of the Hotel Dieu, who pun&ured the tumour,
and drew off at leaft fix pints of water. As the tefti-
cle was undifeafed, reft and the ufe of a fufpenfory
bandage were only recommended. Thefe precautions
he had the imprudence to negle& ; for, as fGon as the
operation was over, he walked more than elght'

leagues. o

In the evening, on gomg to bed, he felta {light de-
-gree of pain, which progreffively increafed in the
mght, and, the follovnno day, the fever and fwelhng
augmented
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augmented in the fame proportion ; and, on the third
' day, he was conveyed to the Hétel Dieu. :

The tefticle, which was hard and extremely painful,
formed with the fcrotum, an oval tumour ; the long
diameter of which was four inches and a half, and the
fhort diameter three inches: the fpermatic cord was
fwelled as high as the abdominal ring ; and, when the
tumour was not fufpcnded the pain was prolonged to
the abdomen and loins, 'The furface of the {fcrotum
was tenfe, and of a fhining red colour: the face was
inflamed, the pulfc hard, full, and irregular ; the fkin
of a blirning heat ; the tongue dry, accompanied with
ardent thirft.

Thele laft-mentioned fymptoms were calmed by the
_followmg treatment : a copious bleeding was prefcri-
bed, with the obfervance of a rigid dict ; three pints of
a dllutmg liquor, acidulated with firup of lemon, were
ordered for a common drink ; and a fufpenfory ban-
‘dage for the tefticle; which received an additional fup-
port, from allowing it to reft on a fmall pillow placed
between the thighs.

The next day the bleeding - was repeated, and the
fame pl_an obferved as the preceding day. By the sth
day, the fever had fubfided, the cord was more free,
and the pain confiderably lefs, though the fwelling of
the fcrotum remained nearly the fame,.—He was allow-
ed to take fome weak foup. | » '

The patient remained much the fame till the’ 14th,
when, in the evening, he had a fhivering fit, followed

" with a flight degree of fever: the tumour was attend-
ed with 0o painy but flill retamed the fame bulk; a
fluctuation |
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flu€luation of a fmall quantity of fluid was now felt at
© its anterior part. The fever, preceded by fhivering,
returned as before on the 16th day; the accefs was
ﬂfght ; but, two days afterwards, it returned with more
violence, and lafted for a longer time.

From the bitternefs in the mouth, the appearance of
the tongue, &c. it was thought expedient to exhibit
the emetic-drink, in which one grain of the emetic-
tartar was diffolved: this medicine produced fome
vomitings and bilious ftools. ~ The acceffion of fhiver-
ing and fever returned twice more, but with little
violence;  the laft attack was indeed fearcely per-
ceptible.

On the 25th, a bilious diarrhcea came on, which
for fome days increafed. He became uneafy, reft-
lefs, and truly miferable, from the apprehenfion of
lofing his life, and, confequently, leaving a large
family, of which he was the only fupport, to mifery
and want. — The diarrhcea ceafed fpontaneoutly.; the

urine became thin, and the inferior = extremities
cedematous. ‘

~ On the 38th, the urine was almoft totally fupprefled,
and the inflation had affected the thighs and fcrotum,
notwithftanding the ufe of an aperient ptifan, {weetened

with the firup of the five roots. d
The urine flowed more abundantly the following
days, *and the patient foon regained his tranguillity.
The urine was now difcharged plentifully, and fome-
times even involuntarily : each day he had five or fix
bilious ftools; the fwelling of the legs and thighs
e foon
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foon difappeared; and the ferotum rémained only
affected. J

On the 52d day, a fmall excoriation was remarked,
fituated on the anterior and nearly inferior part of the
fcrotum, from which oozed a confiderable quantity of
ferofity. - e

On the g6th, the infiltration in the fcrotum was diffi-
pated, and an extenfive fluctuation felt at the anteripr
part of the tefticle. Three days afterwards an efchar,
that occupied the excoriated part, floughed off and
expofed a fmall orifice at the bottom of the ulcer,
which conftantly difcharged a kind of Limpid ferofity
that became white on preflure. A probe was intro-
duced, by this aperture, into the cavity of the tunica
vaginalis; a director was theri paffed; and the tunic
divided from above downwards : at firft a fmall ferous
difcharge took place, which was followed by a confi-
derable quantity of pus: a fmall flip of linen was in-
troduced into the wound ; the edges drefled with lint,
and a poultice applied over the whole. The fame
drefling was continued the following days.

The tefticle, which was hard and large, gradually
diminifhed; the difcharge, which, for the fpace of
thirteen days, had been extremely dbundant, leffened
confiderably ; and the cavity daily decreafed in fize.

- Thirty-fix days after the operation the wound was

clofed by a cicatrix, that apparently adhere§ to the
body of the tefticle, to which a foap plafter was ap-
plied, with a view of removing fome little remaining

induration,
i The

<.
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The patient was difcharged the hofpital, perfecily
curedy on the 131ft day after his admittance ; and, on
the 67th, from the opening of the abfcefs, there was a
little remaining thlcknefs in the- cellular fubflance ; bUt
the tefticle was reduced to its natural fize,

"The hydrocele has never fince appeared, ,nor,'is there
any reafon whatever to apprehend a relapfe.

The feelings of this patient’s mind confiderably in-
fluenced his difeafe ; but to what degree the {ymptoms
were particularly affe&cd is perhaps chﬂiculc to dﬁ-»
termine, :

We have one important r,emark to make, w‘hi'ch is,
that the health of the patient never. improved till the
furgeon-in-chief perfuaded him that his difeafe was by
no means important, treated it with apparent indiffe-
rence, and intrufted him to the care of an afliftant,

This fact, and many others of 4 fimilar defeription,
which daily prefent themfelves to our obfervation,”
may ferve for the fubject of a diftinét eflay on the in- *
fluence of the mind on the body when in a ftate of
difeafe, and on the condud that a phﬂofoplncal furgeon
fhould obferve in modifying and regulating the too-
dangerous a81v1ty of thc 1magmauon,

cop
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Cofe,of a Carics of the fiernal Portion of the Cla*vi'c.le of
the cartilaginous Portions of the firft tbree szs, and of
t/ae upper Part of the Slerm{m

[By Mr. SimonwnEAu, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

ARGARET Blet, 56 years of age, and of a
- weak conftitutien, about the middle of the
year .1788 , having occafion to lift down fomething
that was placed beyond her reach, felt, at the moment,
a violent pain in her left breaft, from the extraordinary
exertion fhe made in ftretching her arm. ~ Afhort time
afterwards the breaft became fiwelled, hard, and pain-
ful, and refifted every effort of art and empiricifm.
The tumour, at length, dif:ppeared ; but foon after-
» wards another {welling was obferved at the articulation
of the left clavicle with the fiernum; the pain of
which increafed in proportion to its progrefs. = An ab-
feefs was formed which difcharged a quanmy of bloody
and black ferofity from a fiftulous opening.
The patient, whofe general health was exhaufted by
a variety of putrid complaints, with which fhe had
been afflicted at different times, in addition to habitual
colicky pains-and the weaknefs confcqucnt to gn abun-
dant difcharge, applied to the Hodtel Dieu. On exami-
nation with a probe, the fternal portion of the left
elavicle, and that part of the fternum connefed with
it, was found in a flate of difeafe : the bone was ex-
; : g pofed,
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pofed, by the application of a piece of lapis infernalis
to the fiftulous orifice ; and, as foon as the efchar
feparated, the ulcer was covered with an emollient
poultice. :

On the 8th day, the patient was feized with confide-
rable fever, with a wandering pain that occupied the
whole left fide of the breaft: two days afterwards the
breaft began to fwell again. When the flighteft de-
gree of preflure was employed, a confiderable quantity
of matter was difcharged from the fiftulous orifice,
which led to a fufpicion that there was a commu-
nication between the two abfcefles. s

The patient died on the 1ath day after her ad-
miffion. On opening the body, a difcharge of a
fteatomatous matter took place from the left breaft ;
and the cartilaginous portions of the three firly ribs,
the head of the clavicle, and the correfpondent portion
of the fternum, were deftroyed by caries; but no
communication was difcovered between this part and
the breaft: confiderable adhefions of the pleura had
taken place oppofite the parts affeted. There did
not occur any thing worthy of remark in the infpection
of the thoracic and abdominal vifcera,
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Cafe of a penctrating Wound in the Thorax with an I~
jury of the Lung.

[By Mr. Hoisnarp, Surgeon to the Hoétel Dieu.]

N ICOLAS Didier, a foldier, 23 years of age,
was admitted into the Hoétel Dieu on the 3d
of Auguft, 17go, for a wound he had received from a
foil, the button of which had fallen off: it was fituated
one inch above the right breaft, and the orifice was co-
vered with florid frothy blood, the fpittle was tinged with
blood, and the refpiration laborious: the opening was
enlarged, which gave iffue to a confiderable quantity
of grumous blood: a fmall flip of fine linen was in-
troduced, and the edges left out of the wound : lint
,was applied to the furface, and the whole covered with
a poultice. The patient was bled at the arm, and
put to bed on the affected fide. The next morning
the pulfe was hard and raifed, and the heat confiderable :
the fpitting of blood and difficulty of re{piration were
nearly the fame. A fecond bleeding was prefcribed,
and no advantage derived: in the courfe of the two -
following days, the fame evacuation was repeated four
times, and the fymptoms ceafed by degrees; byt thefe
favourable circumftances did not continue long;'for, on-
the 7th day, the patient, concciving himfelf out of
danger, contrived to procure fome food, which he de-
voured with great eagernefs, The next day he com-

B 3 plaineg}
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plained of a fenfe of weight in the region of the fto-
mach,. with an accefs of fever: the fkin was hot,
and the tongue furred. A grain of emetic tartar, dif=
folved in a confiderable quantity of fluid, was given:
it procured fome ftools, and the {ymptoms foon dif-
appeared. _

On the 12th day, he was indulged with fome light
food, and in fmall quantities. The wound foon cicas
trized, and the patient was difmiffed the hofpital per-
fectly cured on the 20th day after his admiffion,

Cafe of a Wound in the Head by o Piftol-fbat.

.

[By Mr. Gicvoux.]

NANETTE Rofe, 18 years of age, of a weak
: conftitution, and fubject to epilepfy, received a -
fhot from a piftol in the head as fhe was croffing the
gardens of the Tuilleries. The ball-pafied perpendicu--
larly through the foft parts above the right .temp]c:.
and was ftopped by the cranium. The girl was
ftunned by the blow, and fell down: fhe got up, how-
ever, without affiftance. A confiderable quantity of
blood efcaped from the wound, though it was exa&tly
filled up by the ball. A furgeon, who happened to
5 ~7be
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be fear the fpot, extracted the ball, which he cxPc.f
rienced fome difficulty in effecting, from its being co-
vered by the edges of the wound, and furrounded with
coagulated blood. The wound was' cleaned, and the
‘hair extraded that had: been driven in by the ball
it was dreft with linen, “dipt in falt and water.

"The patient experienced no ferious fymptoms il
after the ball had been extra®ed: fhe now became
fenfelefs and drowfy, with a fenfe of weight and vio-
lent pain in the head: the arms and legs became
fenfelefs and weak. :

‘She was admitted into the Hotel Dieu on the j1ft
of March, 1788. Mr. Default enlarged the open-
ing; and, after the moft attentive examination, could
difcover neither fraGure or depreffion: that part of
the bope was found only denuded which ftopt the
progrefs of the ball. As the wound ftill difcharged
blood, it was dreffed with lint, fprinkled with colo=
.phony : the patient was put on ftrict diet, and ordered
a diluting drink, acidulated with firup of lemon.

- The next day the fymptoms were not diminithed §
the patient was feverith, the pulfe hard and frequent,

i the wound painful, accompanied with fwelling of the
furrounding parts. The wound was now drefled with
the linimentum arczi, and the whole covered W1th a
poulnce, moiftened with the aq. vegeto. min. :

On the 4th day, the pulfe was fofter and 1éfs fre-
quent, and the pains were ev1dcntly diminifhed : the
ccchymefis fome days afterwards difappeared, the wound

~Yor. L. i D became
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became red and healthy, and afforded an abqndang‘
difcharge of well-conditioned pus. -

The drowfinefs and glddchfs d;ﬁappcarcd Thc ];a'»
tient cxpencnced in the fequel no other {fymptoms than
flight pains in the head, which recurrcd at long intervals.

No exfoliation of the bone took place; the part was
foon covered with new-formed fleth, and the fize of
he wound confiderably diminifhed.

By the 17th day, the ccchymoﬁs had ennrcly chf
appeared, and, the fuppuranon bemg trifling, com-
prefles dipt in the aq. veg. min." were fubftituted for
the poultice. The pain in the head returned two
days afterwards with extreme violence, particularly on
that fide where the wound was received. :

From the 22d to the 23d, the patient had two
violent attacks: of epilepfy, the granulations became
pale and exuberant, and required the application of
the lapis infernalis. From this pericd no other dref
fings were employed but dry lint, and comprefles dipt.
in the aqg. veg. min. During the remainder of the
treatment, no other fymptoms occurred than three at-
tacks of epilepfy and a diarrheea; which. was checked
by the ufe of decoétion of rice, fweetened with ﬁrup -of
quinces; and, in 44 days fubfequent to her ad-
miflion, fhe was. dxfchargcd the Hofpxtal pcrfcéﬂx

cured.
.
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An Extrail from the Works of M. . Van Wy, Surgeon,
of Amfterdam, taken from the 8th Vilume and the 1/t
Part of the szlwtbegue Chir. 0f chbler, by M.
Brefwcr, M. D. : :

Citivienn &ir By L,

» Man, 38 years of age, had a falivary fiftula,

‘which refifted every method employed for its
cure: he loft fucceffively all the teeth of the lower
jaw; the gums fwelled, became painful and bloody,
and at length feparated, and completely expofed the
maxillary bone. A necrofis of part of the lower jaw
was then expected, but the total lofs of this bone was
an unlooked-for event, particularly as neither fuppu-
ration or inflammation had fenfibly affeCted the con-
tiguous parts.

When the patient had rcmamed fome time in this
firvation, a very confiderable portion of the bone was
thrown off; afterwards, many fmaller pieces were ex-
tracted at different times, fo that at the end of three
months the whole inferior jaw had been removed.
During the time that this feparation was taking place,
a new‘jaw was obferved to be formmg in the fame
fhape as the original one: at firft it had only the con=
fiftence of leather, but it hardened in the fequel to that
degree that the patient was capable of mafticating

.~ folid food: The chin appeared more fhort and rounded
D 2 than
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than indts natural ftate, nor was the jaw of its natural

degree of width, fo that the anterior part was not ex-
actly applied againft the teeth of the fuperior jaw, ~

Co A58 W

Man, 70 years of age, felt, for a confiderable

length of time, a deep-feated pain in the left fide
of his face, (and particularly along the lower jaw,) ac-
companied with inflammation and fwelling: thefe fymp-
toms were immediately confequent to the extraction
of one of the dentes molaris in a ftate of caries. General
means were employed, which only mitigated the fymp-
toms foratime, for the pain foon re-appeared, and, at the
angle of the lower jaw, an inflammatory tumour was re-
marked: an abfcefs then formed, and, when opened,
the bone was found carious t6 fuch a degree, that ex-
foliation was expected. ‘The pains increafed, an ob-
flinate falivation came on, the left half of the jaw was
denuded, and fell entirely off. This portion of bone
was gfterwards regenerated, gradually increafed in hard-

nefs,” and exactly udapted itfelf to the found portion of
the, jaw, ;

OBSERVATIONS
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 OBSERVATIONS &y the EpIToRr.

- Mr. Van Wy obferves, that, in the two cafes juft
related, the bone was regenerated, and that it hardened
by degrees, fubfequent to the feparation of the original
portion;; and other practitioners appear to have made
the fame remark.* We do not mean to conteft the
fidelity of the facts, as they are related by fuch a judi-
cious praétitioner as Mr. Van Wy; but, reafoning from
analogy, we are authorifed in doubting that the pro-
ceffes of regeneration and hardening take place in the
gradual manner mentioned by the author. In fact, we
have invariably obferved, with refpe& to other bones,
that regeneration and induration precede the throwing
off of the exfoliated portion, which ferves for a mould
to the new-formed bone. The cafe of Mr. Boulet,
inferted in the firft volume of the Journal, and indeed
all other cafes that we have feen of necrofis of the
lower law, conﬁrm the propnety of this reafomng

e :
ke See Bordenave on the Necroﬁs of the Lower ]aw Acadé nie
de Chir. tom v,

bl
>
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Cofe of @ Wound of the Leg with a Divifion of the
Tendo Achillss.

F[By Mr. Przarp, Surgeon to the Hétel Dicu.]
Baptifte Lavigne, 30 years of age, in defcending

e into a cellar, without a light, on the 4th of O&o-
ber, 1790, ftruck the pofterior part of his leg againft
the cutting edge of a {aw, which completely divided
the tendo Achillis about two inches above the heel,
He was carried dire@ly to the Hbtel Dieu, and, on
examination, a tranfverfe wound was found two inches
1n length, with the edges a little feparated: on extend-
ing the limb forcibly, the extremities of the tendons
were brought in contaét; but, when the limb was bent,
they feparated for more than two inches,  The plan of
treatment was as follows:

An affiftant kept the foot completely on the ftretch,
with the leg flightly bent; and, after cloths dipt in
2q. veg. min. were applied to the wound, a ‘long‘_com-
prefs was placed under the foot and behind the leg,
extending from the extremities of the toes above the
ham. This comprefs was two inches and a half in width,
and the lictle vacuities in the vicinity of the tendonwere
filled up with lint, &c. A bandage, two inches in
width and four ells in length, was applied in the fol-
lowing manner:—Some circular turns were firft paffed

round
@
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round the foot, near the toes; the end of the long com-
prefs, next the heel, was turned back, and facured in
that fituation by fome turns of the bandage, which co-
vered the whole foot; and was ﬁéﬁcd above and below
the divided parts in fuch a way as to approximate
their edges: the reft of the bandage was expended on
the whole leg and inferior part of the thigh, as high as
the upper end of the comprefs, which was doubled back,
and fecured like the lower end. The limb was then
placed on a pillow, and difpofed in fuch a manner as
to relax the pofterior mufcles.  The pain of the wound
fubfided after the patient was bled twice, and a diluting
regimen obferved for fome days.  As no circumftance
occurred to indicate the neceflity of removing the
drefings, they were fuffered to remain on till the roth
day, when a great patt of the wound was found ci-
catrized. The fame dreffings were applied, nor removed
till the 24th; when the parts were completely united,
The patient began from this period to raife and {up-
port himfelf on crutches; he walked with great eafe
by the 36th, and would have been difmiffed the Hof-
pital at this time, but was prevented by a fmall abfcefs
that formed in the hecl, which detained him 55 days
longer. S i

Phicgioii OBSERVATIONS
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OBSERVATIONS o tbé;Dif(i_ﬁc)ﬁ‘ fy tb‘e‘Tcn'do‘ Achillis,

The divifion of the tendo Achillis, by a cutting’
inftrument, is by no means a rare occurrence : there
are many cafes to be found in French, Englith, and
German, authors. The rupture -of this tendon, by a
violent effort, is even more frequent,* though it feems
1o have been unknown to the ancients, and even de-
nied by many of the moderns. This rupture is not,
however, difficult to diftinguifh, as the tendon projeéts -
confiderably under the fkin, and can be felt nearly
throughout its whole circumference.  This folution of
continuity cannot efcape the refearches of the furgeon,
though concealed from his view, for there is always a
confiderable depreffion between the divided extremities,
which is encreafed by hending the foot, and diminithes,
and in fa& nearly difappears, by extenfion.  The pati-
ent is unable to fupport himfelf on his leg, ‘though ca-
pable of extending it by the aion of the tibialis,
pofticus, and peroneus, mufcles, agreeably to Mr. Pes
fit’s remark, § S g

The ancients generally formed unfayourable prog-
noftics of wounds of the tendons; the greateft pait
conceived them equally dangerous with wounds of '_thc
nerves, with which thefe parts were for a long time
copfounded.  Gui de Chauliac repeats, 'af;er the Greeks

. ¥ Monro mentjons fixteen cafes, -

- \ ard
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and Arabs, that injuries of tendinous parts produce the
fame fymptoms as when the nervous partsare affected.
Barbette obferves, when defcribing the confiderable
tendon inferted into the os calcis, (that is to fay, the
tendo Achillis,) that, when this part is wounded or
feverely bruifed, convulfions often fupervene, and even
death itfelf.: The opinion of La Motte is equally un-
favourable ; for he remarks, that wounds, abfceffes,
and indeed all accidents that affeét the tendo Achillis,
are generally fo extremely dangerous, that a favourable
termination cannot be expetted. :

Subfequent obfervers have not formed the fame fe-
rwus prognoftics, nor have their patients experienced -
the inconveniences above-mentioned, but have been
all cured with a fuccefs proportioned to the means em-
ployed, From thefe circumftances, may we not juftly
infer, that the treatment of the ancients was the prin-
cipal fource of the accidents they defcribe?

Sutures, at this period in general ufe, in thefe forts
of wounds, were the only means oppofed to the con-
trattion of the mulfcles; for, the advantages refulting
from an appropriate bandage, and a proper pofition of
the limb, were at that time unknown. I, to thefe ob»
ftacles, we add the abufe of repellents, plafters, and
the application of fatty fubftances, we have no- reafon
to be furprifed, thata method, fo contrary to every ra-
tiona] indication, fhould be followed with abfcefies,

_ convulfions, gangrene, and even death itfelf, '

_The future of tendons was a practice reprobated by

Ambrofer Paré as extremely dangerous, and became

;n difufe for a confiderable urnc it was revived again
at
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at the end of the laft century, by Mr. Bienaife, furgeon,
at Pagjs, who, at that time, pafled for the inventor.

- La Motte employed the future in a cafe where the
tendo Achillis was completely divided by a cutting in=
ftrument, but its fuccefsful termination was certainly
not to be attributed to the future, the effe&@ of which
was rendered nugatory, by the foot being preferved in

- an extended pofition, and a proper bandage employed.
This  pratitioner is himfelf aware of the danger at-
tendant on futures, unaided by other means, as bandage,
pofition, &c. He treated a cafe of partial rupture of
this tendon by the application of a '»drefling,' which
preferved the extenfion of the foot. 'When mention-
ing fome cafes that he had fuccefsfully treated, he re-
commends incifion of the integuments, and future in
cafes of partial rupture of the tendon. This.author
was, however, acquainted with Petit’s method, and the
cafe of the Sieur Cochoix, a famous leaper; which oc-
cafioned fo much converfation, and produced fo many
difputes, at the bcginning of this century.* He praifes

highly

* The cafe alluded to is thus related by Mr, Petit, in his Trea-
tife fur les Maladies des Os - 5 _
~ ““ The Steur Cochoix, one of the moft active leapers in his troop,

“ broke the two tendons of Achilles in 2 leap he took, with' his feet
¢ clofe, upon a table, three feet and a half high, without making
“ any external wound. _This rupture o happened, that the mufcles
“ of the <alf of the leg cayried away on their fide the greateit pait
“¢ of the tendons, and the heels retained the reft. The part which
“ remained at the right heel was above two inches long 5 and that
* attached toi the left but twelve or thisteen lines.. The broken
“ ends were {ufiiciently diftant to admit three fingers: in the fpace
. g w6 ‘ha;
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highly the treatife on the difeafes of the bones, where
this method is defcrxbed

- La Motte, among the F rench, is one of the lat whq:
defended the pracice of futures in wounds of the ten-
dons. Since this time, the different works of Pibrac,
Lafayc, and Dionis, have fixed 1mrnut:ably thc practice
in this pamcular

Paré, who had occafion to treat a wound of the
tendo Aclulhs, employed no particular dreffing to keep

up the extenfion of the foot for, probably, he was
unacquainted with the ncccﬁ’ity He alfo candidly ac-
knowledges, that the wound was a long time confo-
lidating, and that, after cicatrization, it broke outafrefh
on the patient’s walking,

Petit was more fortunate, by rcmarkmg, that the
cxtenﬁon of the foot brought in contatt the ends of
the divided tendon, and confequently he adopted the
plan of preferving this extenfion during the whole
treatment, by an appropriate drefling, after the appli-
cation of a circular comprcfs on the wounded parrt.
He retained the foot in a convenient poﬁuon, by a2
fecond comprefs, fecured by a bandage, under the fole
of the foot, and along the pofterior part of the leg,
from the toes as high up as the ham. The ends
of this bandage were turned back, and fecurcd by
pins, and a few more turns of the ‘roller.

f

¢ tha? was left be‘ween them.—I dreffed th13 wound nll’a pﬂrfe&
¢ cure was obtained, and the cafe appeared to me, from its ﬁngu-
¢ larity, ‘to-merit the attention of the public.”” - ‘ 5
For the particuler treatment, the reader is referred to the origi-
o work,
g ¢ He

2
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He "begin rolling the bandage on the place wherc
the wound was received ; and, hLe the ancients,
pafled many turns over this part; it was then gon-
tinued down to the end of the foot ; then, by reverfing
the bandage, was refle€ted upwards as high as thc
ham, afterwards carried downwards again, and fecurcd
to the ends of the comprefs. 5

This dreffing was fimple and i mO‘emous, thou0h it ad-
mitted of improvement. At this period, machines were
much in vogue 5 and Petit himfelf, influenced by the
prevaiiincr tafte, fubflituted, for his bandage, his fa-
mous {lipper, a contrivance too much extolléd by
fome and too much decried by others: perhaps the
only advantage it may poffefs, fuperior to the bandage
firlk invented, is, that it keeps the leg bent on the
thigh, and produces, by this means, a relaxation of
the gaftrocnemii mufcles, which could have been
equally well effected by fecuring the comprefs pofte-
norly, by a bandage paffed above the ham : this plan
1s preferable to the machine, as, by the regular com-
prefion it produces, relaxation and fwellmcrs are pre-—
vented, the neceflary confequence of a limb remain-
ing in a ftate of inactivity, when methodical com-
preflion is omitted. We muft, however, admir that
this bandage is fubjet to the inconvenience of puthing
in the tendon, which, prqe&mo more than the fur-
roundmg parts, 1s more comprefled by the apphcatlon
of the‘circular bandaoe, and is apt to agglutmatc ‘with
thefe parts againft which it is prefled, by which means
the motility of the tendon is loft : bur it is eafy to
prevent

«
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~ prevent this pufhing-in of the tendon, by attending
to the general rules that regard the apphcatwn. of
bandages, which teach the. neceflity of placing linen,
tow, &c. in deprefied and hollow parts, in fuch a
manner as to bring them on a level with thc proy:&mcr
portion.

This was doubtlefs the objeét that Mefirs. Gauthxer
and Duchanoy had in view when they propofed filling
up the vacuities, in the lateral parts of the tendon, by
means of graduated Compreﬁ"cs ;* which, by com-
prefﬁng the fides of the tendon, retained it backwards,
and {hared ‘at_the fame time, the pre[furc of the
bandage.

Mr. Duchanoy fubftituted a fimple fock for Petit’s
flipper, to which there was a ribbon, intended to be
fecured to the bandage at the inferior part of the
thigh. :

The machine invented by the celebrated Monro, for
his own ufe, is nearly the fame as Petit’s, but lefs
perfe&t in its conftruction ; for, inftead of mounting
above the knee, to keep the thighin a ftate of flexion,
it terminates at the upper part of the calf, where it is
fecured by a kind of fpatterdafh.

Dr. Monro could not endure the preffure on his
toes, occafioned by the flipper, and was obliged to
open it at its anterior part. Fielitz had recourfe to
the fame expedient to render thxs machine fupportable
toa pancnt whofc tendo Ach1U1s was almoft totally di-

* Vide Journal de Med. vol. xlii. & xliii. -

vided
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vided by the wheel of a mill, which bent the toes i"o'
much‘that they nearly touchcd 1) oB0keS - e

Mom'q obliged to travel on horfeback before ur union
was pcrf'é&cd, invented another machine, which he
applied over the ftocking he ordinarily wore,  Bell
has defcribed this invention, as well as the Ihpper, n
his Syftem of Surgery, in which there is an engraving .
of the mﬁrumcnts, after Monro’s defcription in the
Edinburgh Medical Effays. This machine confifts of
a ftalk, ftrait and inflexible, terminating at each fide
by two plates of beaten iron, bent in fuch a direc-
tion that one fhould embrace the middle part of the
back of the foot, and the other the fore part of the
leg, towards its inferior third portion. ‘This inftru-
ment was fecured to the leg and foot by two leather
ftraps, paffed through two rings made in the iron
plates. A third leather thong depended from the ftalk,
which paffed in a ftirrup againft the anterior part of
the fhoe-heel, and retained pofteriorly by a ribbon,
which embraced the pofterior part of the heel. The
machine thus fecured prevented the flexion of the foot :
completely.

Schneider fuccefsfully employed a ﬁmllar plan, but
more fimple, in the cafe of a young girl, who
had the tendo Achillis cut by the edge of a veffel: r
This pra&moner, during the whole treatment, kept
the foor in a ftate of extenfion by means of a ﬁfong

* Fielitzen’s Beobacktungen, &c. vxde Bibl, Chir, Richter,
vol. viii. p. 520. -

+ Vide Richter, vol, viii. P- 725,
Fi fPl,i_nt;
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fplint, wluch was extended on the anterior part of ‘the
leg, rcachmg from the toes up to the knee. ~ » ¢

This plan is ingenious, and may be of great ufe in

extraordinary cafes, if, inftead of a fplmt,gri a\piece ‘of
iron was fubftitued,” conftrufted of a proper form,
with the infide lined. This inftrument is not open
‘to the fame objcéhon as a {plint, which, when in a
{mall degree flexible, cannot be well adjufted to the
part; and, when too weak, will produce no cEc&
whatever. .

The inventors of thc abovc-mentxoned machmes,
and mlany others, have boafted much of their fuccefs;
but there are many practitioners difpofed to think
that they are not only ufelefs, but dangercus, and have
even fupported this opinion by fatts.

Hoin, furgeon of Dijon, mentions fome cafes and
txpenments on this fubject.* Dupouy conceives that
fituation alone will procure an union of the divided ten-
don without any other affiftance; it was the opinion,
he obferves, of Pibrac, who informed him of many
cafes that had fucceded, by keeping the part in a flate.
of reft, affifted by the moft fimple attentions, while
the flipper of Petit, in his' opinion, muft neceffarily
produce the moft ferious fymptoms, particularly in cafes
complicated with a-wound of the integuments. Mr.
Dupouy alfo remarks, that Petit’s flipper is always
pernicious; as it forces the tendons out of their fheaths,
and thakes them ride over each other, a circumftance

* Vide Journal de qu. Jan. 1769. p. 56 and following.
whick
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~which certainly might occur, when a vban}iagc is riot
applied to the divided part. -
" Mr. Gauthier, with the fame view, has publifhed a
number of cafes.* ‘The firft was of a. man who had
his tendon divided an inch from its attachment. The
author placed the foot in a flight ftate of extenfion,
maintained the dreffings by a ﬁmplc retentive bandage,
and ordered a ftate of reft to be obferved, without en-
Joining-any conftrained pofition. At the end of a month,
the wound was cicatrized, and, at the expiration of fix
weeks, he was able to walk. The fecond cafe is that
of a man, who broke the tendo Achillis in leaping;, and
who. was perfetly cured, by a fimilar mode of treat
ment, at the end of 3 days. The fame man is the
fubject of the third obfervation, for he had ruptured
the tendon of the leg many years before, and pis fur-
geon had employed Petit’s machine. The treatment
was tedious, the articulation of the foot remained
{welled for a confiderable time, and attended with
difficulty in motion. :

The flipper of Monro, after having been as gene-
rally employed in England as Petit’s in France, has
met with the fame fate. Mr. Rodbard, of Ipfwich,
furgeon, has feen three patients, treated by extenfion,
preferved by means of Monro’s machine: he remarks,
that thefe patients ar firft experienced difficulty and
pain in walking, and that it was a long time before
they could lower the heel {ufficiently to mount-a few
low fteps with fufficient firmnefs; and, from conftant

* Vide Journal de Med. vol. xlii, 1774
) obfesvation,
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obfervation, he remarks, that all thofe who have been
treated by this method havc afcendcd and defcended
Wiladouly, (VERE A :
" Mr. Rodbard unfortunately cxpenenced this ‘acci-
dent in'his own perfon ; for, in attempting to leap over
‘a fmall brook, he broke the tendo Achillis about
three inches above the heel. " The apprehenfion of
pain and uneafinefs, and the. firm perfuafion that the
intervening fpace between the divided extremities of
the tendon would be filled up with fome fpecies of.
matgei', ‘determined him to leave the cure to nature,
inftead of confining himfelf to his bed. He continued
the exercife of his profefiion, ‘walked much during, the
day, and even mounted on herfeback, without taking
any other precaution than not bending his foot. The
tendon, however, united; and, five years afterwards,
Mr. Rodbard, in a letter* to Dr. Simmons, writes;
< That he was capable of walking, running, afcending;
< and defcending, without pain; in a word, that the
e funéhons of the affeéted limb were equally well per-
« formied as the cther; though it was much thinner than
“ in its natural ftate.”—This furgeon mentions the cafe
of another patient, who had the fame accident, where
the fame treatment was employed, and attended with
equal fuccefs.
M. Duchanoy, phyfician at Paris; relates the hif-
tory of a fuccefsful cafe cured without bandage, by
- Mr. M. A. Perir; but the fuccefs to which he was a
witnefs, Mr Duchanoy obferves, is 10 aITurancc againft

- * Medical ,Journal,' voL viil. p. 304
Vor. IL. E the-
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the danger of the plan: the patient may forget himfelf,
and berd his foot; this may happen in his {leep, and
prevent cicatrization ; or it may be torn, a circumftance
that has happened in many inftances. Mr. Duchanoy
feems to think that Mr. Petit’s flipper is the only ma-
chine that is a fecurity againft this accident.

Mr. de Vilde is of the fame opinion as Mr. Ducha-
noy, and, as a proof, relates the cafe of a man, who
had a bandage, infufficient for the intention, applied for

~a rupture of the tendo Achillis, though it was difpofed
in fuch a manner fo as to carry the foot a little back-
wards. This patient was obliged to wear crutchés for
a confiderable ume. Two years afterwards he was
incapable of walking two leagues ; and, atthe end of
five years, he faid, that, from the weaknefs of the limb,
he could not fupport himfelf without the affiftance of
a ftck. | = ‘

Mr. Louis proves the neceffity of a methodical treat-
ment, by a cafe ftill more ftriking than thofe we have
Juft maintained, which is extracted from a Thefis fuf--
tained at Dantzick, in 1720. A man, 56 years of
age, ruptured the tendo Achillis, by leaping on the
fhore from out of a boat, The foot fwelled immedi-
ately. On the 15th day, the inflammation was con-
fiderable, and accompanied with a fmart degree of,
fever: the tumour burft in the vicinity of the tendon,
and difcharged a ]ymphanc gelatinous liquor; the
ulcer fpread faft, and expofed the two ends of the di-
vided tendons: different abfcefies were formed, the
bones became carious, and gangrene fupervened; and,
at the expiration of 5 months, after a feries of un-
o5 fuccefsful
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fuccefsful treatment, the limb was amputated,. and the
patlcnt died the 11th day after the operation.

"It refults from thefe fals, that the treatment of
ruptures and divifions of the tendo Achillis had fud-
denly attained a confiderable degree of perfection,*
“when it degenerated by the invention of the flipper:
the treatment of this accident has fince proceeded
nearly in a retrogade diretion, and in time will be
conduéted in the fame manner as when improvements
were firft fuggefted, viz. by the ufe of Petit’s ban-
dage, which is certainly to be preferred to every other
method, particularly with the correétions we have
mentioned, and which have been found of practical
advantage.

Cofe of a carious Affettion of feveral Cartilages of the
Ribs, cured by the Application of the Afzual Cautery.

[By Mr. TH:éRIOT.]

R. Thiériot was confulted by a gentleman, 40
years of age, for a fiftula between the left
breat and the fternum, with which he had been
affited for two years. An itch that had been re-

Dok Tof Te Traté des Miatadics. des Os.
Ko pelled,
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pelled fomc ycars before fcemcd to be the remote
caufe of this ~complaint. ‘The edges of this fiftulous
opcnmg were eallous, and difcharged a red purulent
fanies: there was great difficulty of refpiration, ar-
tended with a dry violent cough, which came on at in-
tervals, accompanied with a fixed pain at the pofterior
and left part .of the breaft, and confiderable difficulty
in the motions of the trunk. , :
~ Mr. Thiériot introduced a probe in the fiftulous
opening, and finding the cartlages of the fixth and
feventh b in a flate of caries, pafied it on to the
fource of the fiftula, which was fituated between thefe
cartilages and the pleura. Though many furgeons had
formed an unfavourable prognoftic of this cafe, Mr.
Thiériot attempted its cure. For the fpace of eight
days, his belly was kept open by a bitter drink,: with
5). of fal. Glaub. taken every morning. After this
; period, the patient was ftill more evacuated; and, on the
12th, Mr. Thiériot expofed, by a crucial incifion, the
cartilages and edge of the fternum, and, as there was 2
flight hemorrhage, drefled it with lint. The next
day the attual cautery was applied to the expofed and
© carious parts, and was repeated four times in the
courfe of the eight following days. At this period,
the wound was covered with a confiderable quantity of
ferid fagies: the coucrh ceafed, the pain in the back
{ubfided, and refpiration became freer. On the 31ft
day, Mr. Thiériot difcovered a pouch at the bottom
of the wound that retained the purulent mattes, which,
he opened in the moft dependent part. The cartilage
of the fcvcntll 1ib was found offified and carious, and,
fous
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Cafe of a Pifiol-fbot I¥ound in the Abdomen.

[By Mr. Vercsz, formerly Surgeon to the Hotel
- Dieu.]

_ MR —— received a thot from a piftol, in a duel,

on the 13th June, 1790, at the diftance of
three paces from his adverfary. The ball penetrated into
the right hypochondrium, on a level and about four
fingers diftance from the umbilicus. The patient, who
was about 24 years of age, full of ftrength and courage,
rejetted every affiftance to enable him to regain his
carriage, which waited for him about tvwo hundred paces
from the place of combat. ,

On his arrival home, a cornprefs, dipt in warm wine,
was applied to the part, and Mr. Default immediately
fent for. Two hours elapfed before this furgeon could
attend : by this time he was extremely fatigued, faint-
ed every moment, and began to experience confidera-
ble pain at the part.

Mr. Default perceived a protuberance, formed by
the ball, at the pofterior and lower part of the - apo-
neurofis ‘of the latiffimus dorfi, and at the inferior edge
of the ferratus pofticus inferior: this was fituated im-
mediately under the integuments. An incifion was
made on the ball, and immediately extra&ed

It
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1t was drefled at firft with dry lint; and, between the
edges of the pofterior wound, lint was iaterpofed
. to prevent their reunion. With refpect to the anterior
wound, the fame practice was not obferved.

 The patient was bled immediately after he was
drefled, and ordered to drink barley-water {weetened
with fimple oxymel. It was, at this time, about three
in the afternoon. About ¢ight, the pulfe became hard,
the belly fwelled and painful : the bleeding was repeat-
d, and the belly covered with a poultice of crumb of
bread and linfeed-meal, moiftened with aq. veg.

The patient was uneafy, and fometimes abfent in his
mind : a fpoonful of an anodyne portion was ordered
to be exhibited every hour. Notwithftanding, he pafled
a reftlefs night: the pulfe remained hard and fmall.

A third bleeding was ordered the next morning:
the patient derived fome eafe from this evacuation;
and the pulfe became fofter; but without any diminu-
tion of the tenfion or pain in the abdomen.

From the time of the accident he had no ftool : two
clyfters were adminiftered, which were not returned:
two more were given the next day. After the fourth had
been thrown up, he had an abundant evacuation, which
procured confiderable eafe. The fame means were
continued to be employed to keep open the belly.
The dreflings were continued the fame, ‘

There was every reafon to fuppofe that {ome por-
tion’ of the inteftines had been m_]urcd but as no feces
had paffed through the pofterior wound, during the
treatment, but only a confiderable quantity of ferofity,
it was Judgcd that the inteftines had not been divided,

g but
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but only bruifed, by the ball Th,c anodme portxon‘
was continued all.the fecond day, but at longer inter-
vals. ‘The patient became eafier, the belly lefs inflated,
and, in fad; all the fymptoms began to yield. - Mr.
Default direéted the ftrictelt regimen to be obferved.
"The fame drink was contmucd, and the fame drcﬁings
obferved. 5

On the 3d and. 4.1:11 day, ﬂothmg occurred Wcrthy of
temark. The fuppuration of the pofterior wotind be-.
gan to be eftablifhed ; inflammation took place round
the efchar, and the patient was as well as his fituation
could poflibly admic. - From the sth to the gt no
alteration whatever took place; the belly diminifhed
infenfibly every day : the efchar was nearly detached
throughout its whole circumference : the pulfe became
regular, but the patient was incapable of- gomg to ﬁ:ool
without the affiftance of clyfters. = L

On the 12th; the efchar feparated, and expofed a
wound of a red healthy: appearance; the pofterior
wound - alfo 1mpr®ved though the fupnuratmn was
ferous. S ; Ko
Every time that the patient-attempted to move - the
right inferior extremity, it was attended with fuch ex-
cruciating ‘pain’ that he remained motionlefs, and was
compelled to iffue the moft ‘piercing eries: this con-
tinved for three entire days without interruption. :

‘The e*xtremxty was ordered to be rubbed with the
Beaume Tranguille. From thc day of its. apphcatxon, the
fenfibility of the limb diminifhed in 2 fmall degree :
its motions were more eafily performed. After the
fccond friction the pam s totally dui'xpated "Fhere

5 was,
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was, however, one fymp:om occurred that demanded
attention. - s

Until this pcnod the noun[hmcnt of the patient had
" been extremely light, having taken nothing but broth;
he now ﬁgniﬁed a defire to eat, and was permitted to
take a fmall pxec\: of dnckcn, which he foon after-
wards vomited up, without complaining of any pain in
the ftomach at the time; nor was there any previous
reafon to fufpect any diforder of the primz viz. He
was again reftrited to the ufe of broth, which, with a
{mall quantity of wine, was his only nourithment ; nor
was ‘it but by degrees that the ftomach regamcd its
power of retaining: folid food. o

“On the 18th, the wound formed by the entrance
of the ball, was nearly cicatrized; but, at prefent, no
change was obferved at the counter-opening.  The
fuppuramn was plentiful and ferous. . The patient
complained of pain, and a fenfe of weight in the part:
the pulfe was hard and concentrated. Two days pre-
vious to. this, the poultce- had been left off and the
wound dreffed dry.

“On the evening of the 21& a he'non'hagc mthcr :
confiderable took place; nearly two porringers of
thick blood was difcharged of 2 dbcp colour, which'
led to a prefumption' that it was venous. By em-
pioysmcr a flight degree of compreffion it was ftopt.

The fenfibility in the thigh, mentioned” before,
again recurred.  The quantty of nourifhment was
ftill more dlmlmﬁaed and, in confequence of a
diarrheea, which fatigued the patient extremely, fome

fpoonfuls of rice-cream were pigfcribed. :
: £ | '* On
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On the 22d, a linen tent was introduced into the
pofterier wound, and the patient recommended to lay
on this part, with the view of facilitating the difcharge
of any blood or matter that might have collefted in
the abdominal cavity, There was no return of the
hemorrhage : the fuppuration increafed; but, at the
end of fome days, improved in colour and thicknefs,
and became perfeétly inodorous.

On the 26th, the anterior wound was cicatrized.
From the 27th to the gsth day, no circumftance oc-
curred worthy of remark ; the pain ‘and tenfion had
fubfided, and the fenfibility of the thigh was much
diminifhed : the tent was withdrawn, and ‘the wound
drefled with dry lint. The fuppuration retained the
fame quality, and diminifhed in quantity every day.

The patient was purged on the 4oth and 43d days:
the day after the fecond purge he got up; but, the firft
‘time he attempted to walk, he felt a violent pain in
his groin, and was incapable even of extending either
the leg or thigh, but, by means of gradual exercife
and the ufe of the warm bath, the moton of the
limb was foon reftored. The patient foon regained
his health and ftrength: the wound began to heal;
the exuberant granulations were touched every day
with the lapis infernalis.  Cicatrization was completed,

and the patient completely cured by the 66th day after
the accident, : '

¢ &
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Cafes to prove that the Pulfation is an uncertain Sign of
the Exiftence of Aneurifi.

[By Mr. Awntoine Perir, Surgeon-in-Chicf eleét
of the Hotel Dieu, at Lyons.]

CASE "Bk
: %

NN Vachot, of Saint Maury, in Brefle, was born
£\ with a tumour on her chin, of the fize and fhape
of a fmall ftrawberry, without pain, heat; or dif-
colouration of the {kin. As this tumour produced no
uneafinefs or inconvenience whatever, it excited little
attention, particularly as it did not feem to increafe
with the growth of the child. For the firft fifteen
years there was but little alteration; but, about the
menftrual period, it increafed fuddenly to double the
fize, and became more elongated in its form: a quan-
tity of pure red blood was obferved to ooze from its
extremity. This flux became, in fome meafure, pe-
riodical, and fometimes was fufficiently abundant to
produce an alarming degree of weaknefs. Each pe-
riod &f its return was preceded by a violent pain in

the head and a numbnefs.
Before and after the appearance of thefe fymptoms,
there was no alteration in the fize of the tumour;
5 > the
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the only difference to be remarked was a fmall en.
largentent of the cutaneous veins, with an increafe
of heat in the part, occaﬁonmg fome dcgree of
feeling.

The menfes at length took * place, but in {mall
quantity and at irregular periods, without influencing
the qudntity of blood dncharged from the tumour or
the frequency of its return. : :

The breafts were not enlarged 6l a late period nor
did the approach of puberty feem to havc its accuf-
tomed influence on thofe glands.

This young woman, who was ftrong and healthy,
had attained her 24¢th year, when fhe was admitted into
the Hotel Dieu, at Lyons, on the 4th of March, 1791.
At this period it was not a mere fimple deformity,
but a real difeafe, whlch obhged her to h"ve recourfe
to the affiftance of art. il

In the ‘courfe of three years it mcreafcd to three
times its original fize. Its fhape now refembled a
mxddh'lcr—ﬁzcd pear, and adhered to the chin by its
bafe. It remained nearly as indolent as before, but
the fenfation of heat was more Lively and conftant.
An emdent pulle was felt throughout its whole ex-
tent, particularly at its apex, which was fhining and
of a red colour, the only part that feemed in aay
decree altered. On examination, thlb pulfauon feem-
ed weaker, and to come from a greater depth as
you approached the bafe of the tumour, Wherc it en-
tirely difappeared. :

The fubclavian, carotid, e\:tcrna.l maxillary, and
temporal, arteries had  fuffered no alteratiop, either

in
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in their diameters or mode of pulfation. No fluétua-
 tion-was felt in the tumour, nor did it diminifh in fize
by prefiure; fome little inequalities were felt under the
{kin, which mxght havc ‘been taken for }ymphanc
glanus :

~ Although there was fomc dlﬁiculty to believe it an
aneurifm, from its fituation,. where the veflels are fmall,
yet, from the pulfation which accompanied the tu-
mour, and the blood which it difcharged at different
periods, the fufpicion was juftified, that either blood
was effufed in the interior part, or that a confiderable
dilatation had taken place of the veffels that fupplied
it. The ligature was preferred to the inﬁrum'ém wim
the cutting edge for the extirpation of this tumour,
though the lower jaw would have afforded a- point of
{fupport fuﬂicx\:m for the fuppreffion of any hemorrhage
that might occur: the application of the figature was
no affurance againft this accident, and, in cafe of he-
morrhage, its fuppreflion would have been more diffi-
cult; but, notwithftanding this, the ligature was ap-
plied 1o days after her admiffion into the Lefpital,
though not very tightly drawn : the tumour became
fwelled, painful, and tenfe. :

The cuticle rofe up in veficles, which dxfcharccd x
copfiderable quantity of ferofity. ~The puliations,
which at firft feemed to difappear, were fele more for-
cibly than before, and became fatiguing to the patient.
The ferous difcharge continued in the fame quantity
till the 4th day, when it begun to diminifa. The
night between the 4th and sth.day, after the applica-
tion of the ligature, a confiderable hemorthage took

: placz
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place from a finall fiffure on the right and fuperior
part of the tumour, whofe pulfatory a&ion was now
fenfibly lefs, without any diminution in the bulk of the
tumour. The blood ftopt of itfelf; but, from the weak-
nefs of the patient, it was neceffary to fupport ‘her
with cordials.

In the courfe of the 6th day, fhe was tranquil : thc
tumour at this period afforded a more thining appear-
ance, and thofe points on the furface where thcA veficles
had formed took on awhite appearance, and began to
fuppurate ; the difcharge was at this time ferous. On
the 7th, an obfcure pulfatory motion was felt. ‘The
patient felt herfelf better; her firength improved, the
ligature that had been tightened at different times had
divided the tumour at a confiderable degree of depth.
On the 11th day, as the ligature appeared to adhere
only by a narrow pedicle, and the hemorrhage had
not been renewed, it was feparated by the biftoury.
A few drops of blood only efcaped. Simple dreffings
were applied, and no particular circumftance occurred
during the formation of the cicatrix, which was per-
fe&cd by the 1gth of April, 26 days after the com-
plete feparation of the tumour, and 36 after the appli-
cation of the ligature.

When the tumour was opened, it was found com-
pofed of a white cellular fubftance, hard, and fimilar
in textufe to the {kin of a hog: a number of blood-
veflels were found diffufed through its furface ; and,
ander the fkin that covered the tumour, they were
more numerous than natural,

CASE
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Leclerc, 41 years of age, and of a weak con-~
o ftitution, had an operation performed in the
Hotel Dieu, at Paris, on the 26th of February, 1789,
for a cancer in the left breaft, large in fize, and ul-
~cerated  throughout its whole extent. The wound
healed completely, and. the patient left the hofpital
on the gth of the following May, with a fenfe of
languor, to which fhe had been accuftomed before the
operation. At the expxmuon of fix months, fhe ex-
perienced a dull fenfe of pain in the axilla of the fame
fide. A tumour now appeared above, and near the
external angle of the cicatrix. The tumour was hard,
and without difcolouration. It increafed in growth
very flowly, and, on her admiffion into the hofpital,
in January, 1791, neither undulation or pulfation were
felt in its fubftance.
- This patient, whofe complaint was viewed as a re-
newal of the cancerous affetion, was deemed incu-
rable, and fent to the hofpital of St. Louis. The-
nature of the tumour {oon changed, the pains became
acute, it augmented in fize, and foon acquired the-
bignefs of a fift : it became gradually fofter, aand a
fluGtuation was now perfeétly evident.  The paticnt
was in this fituation when examined by Mr. Default,
who, feeling no pulfation, but only a fenfe of undu-
lation, made no hefitation in opening it. On the
. : firfk
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firft ftroke of the biftoury, inftead of pus, a quantity
of coagula and fluid blood was difcharged, which con-
tinued to flow till a compreflion was made on the
axillary artery. Mr. Default enlarged the external
opening in the breaft and axilla, and, after clearing.
away the coagula, and relaxing, in a flight degree,
the compreflion on the axillary artery, was fatisfied
that the blood was difcharged from one of the thoracic
arteries. A ligature was pafled above and another
below the divifion, which was fufficient to put a ftop
to the hemorrhage. The wound was dreffed with
doffils of lint, fprinkled with colophony: coarfe lint
applied over the whole, and retained in its ﬁtuatiqn
by means of a moderate tight bandage. _

The patient fupported the operation with courage,
and was fufficiently well to be carried to the Hbtel
Dieu, where fhe could be more immediately under
the infpection of Mr. Default. Two days after the
operation, the fuperficial lint was removed, and the
reft moiftened with an emollient decoction. On the
7th, the whole lint was removéd, which came away as
eafily as fuppuration was eftablithed : the bottom was
cleaned by the ufe of an emollient injection. The pa-
tient was directed to take a deco&ion of rice, fweeten-
ed with firup of quinces, to check a confiderable diar-
rheea, which fatigued her extremely, and with which
the had ‘ever been affected, previous to the operation.
The wound went on well: fhe was imprudent enocugh
to ufe a good deal of exercife, and move the affected
arm.  Sometime afterwards there was an oozing of
blood, which was checked by doﬁ'ﬂs of lint, fEnnklei ;
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and thence conveyed him on a litter to the Hotel
‘ Dneu

A ball had paffed through the thigh, in an oblique
dircéhon, from above downwards: its entrance was
obferved at the middle part of the thigh internally,
and a litde pofteriorly ; and the wound, made by its
external paflage, was fituated on the inferior part and
the outfide of the thigh. .

The wounds were round, and did not perfeé’tly cor=
refpond to the diameter of the ball. At this time
there was tenfion and fwelling of the furrounding
parts. :

‘Mr. Default enlarged the wounds, from above
downwards, by an incifion of about half an inch in
length 5 then paffed a feton in the courfe of the ball;
being firft fatisfied of its direction, and convinced that
it was unconnected with the large veflels of the thigh,
which were fituated a few lines more forward: the
orifices of the wounds were covered with foft lint, and
the thigh covered with an emollient cataplafm, moiften-
ed with aq. veg. and covered with comprefles moiften-
edin the fame fuid. As there were no fymptoms of.
plethora, venefeQion was not ordered : he was only
kept on ftrict diet, with a relaxing drink, fweetened -
with firup of lemons. ’

The edges of the wound, the next day, were a
little fwelled, and the tenfion greater than in the prc-
ccdmg evening : there was appearance of ccchymoﬁs
in different parts of the thigh. Thefe fymptoms in-.
creafed, and, on the 3d day, therc was confiderable .

hardnefs of the parts, contiguous {0 ‘the wound, -with
F 2 «  a fwelling
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after. fwelling extremely, ulcerated, a«md Mchmgeé a
quantity of ichorous green and extremely fetid matter,

- The veins of this part foon became varicous, the cor-
pora cavernofa affected, the pain became in the higheft
degree excruciating, and allowed n'o.,reﬂ; m gh:e e
tient. ;

This man paﬁ'cd four or five months in thls ftatc,
without confulting any profeffional men on the fub-
Je& nor was it till the difeafe had attained its utmoft
virulence, that he furmounted the fulfe thame, which
had hitherto prevented him from difclofing his true
fitvation.  He called in, fucceflively, a variety - of
different furgeons, who recommended: -different means
of cure; but their effeéts did not anfwer the flattering
hopes he had conceived.

Mr. Corigni was called in on the mth of Auguft.
In confultation, on the appearance of the dlfcafc, and
after the recital of the fymptoms above-related, there
was no difficulty in pronouncmg on the character of
‘the difeafe.

‘Mr. Corigni' propofed amputation of the penis, as
the only means of cure; viewing every other method
as ufelefs, and attended with danger. Fomentations
were ordered, compofed of marfhmallows and elder-
flower water, and'a cooling regimen enjoined.  Three
days afterwards, the' tongue was a little furred, which
fymptom was removed by a flight purge.

The 18th of Auouﬁ: bemor fixed for the operation,
three furgeons, and a phyfician in the confidence of
the family, were invited to be prefent. ~On their
meetma in the Pauents chamber, Mr. Corigni was

furprifed
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mdlio hear the phyfician and two of the fu@em'as

“propofe to make a fimple incifion on the extremity of
the penis, which was hard, fwelled, and painful : with
the view of unloading the parts, and obtain, perhaps,
‘by 'this means, the cure of the patient: This propo-
fition, lefs terrifying than the other to the patient and
“his relations, was adopted, in fpite of all the repre-
fentations made by his other colleague, to prove the
necefity of amputation. - They could not conceive thar
this incifion, inftead of alleviating the difeafe, which was
cerrainly a cancer, could encreafe its violence, and
might render ufelefs, in the fequel, the only pofiible
operation that could be propofed to prolong the life of
this unfortunate patient.

It was neceffary to yield to the opinion of the ma-
jority. Mr. Corigni defired the three practitioners to
trace the line he fhould follow, and the parts they
wifhed to be incifed : this they did, and Mr. Corigni
incifed the parts, agreeably to their direétions. The
wound was drefled with fine lint, and covered with
compreflés, which were removed each time he had
occafion to urine: the ordinary fomentations were
continued. The next day the edges were hard, ex-
tremely painful, and turned back : the penis was of a
confiderable fize; its body became hard and fchirrus,
and to fuch a degree, that, in {ix days, the difeafe had
affected two inches more of the- penis, which might have
been preferved by performing the operation fooner,

- The rapid progrefs of the dlfcafc, afnnouncmo the
urgency of the operation in the firft inftance pro-
‘pofcd, mduced Mr. Corigni to inform the family
p “ F 45 : agaw. ’
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again, that, if ic were deferred even fora few days, death
would be_the inevigable confequence. . The two. fur
geons and the phyfician were again confulied 5 the. owo
former attended, who agreed .in. the neceffity of not
deferring the operation : it was, performed.on.the 25th
Sf Aﬁgﬁﬁ‘,’in the foll_owing manner:—The patient was
brought and fupported on. the edge. of his bed, his
thighs feparated and fecured by two, affiftants, and his
body fupported by a firong man, . Wwho placed himfelf
behind. . Mr. Corigni placed himfelf oppofite the pa=
tient, and took hold of the body of the penis with the
lefc hand, and, with the bii{l‘oggy in_his right, carried
under the penis with the edge. ;Jp,wards,;.',f@nmedia; femi-
lunar incifion from the right to the left, (with refpe& to
the patient,) extending above three lines above the di-
feafed part, near to the fcrotum; the urethra and nearly
half of the corpora cavernofa were comprehended in
this fe€tion; and, by reverfing the edge of the biftoury,
and directing it from above downwards, the total fec-
tion of the péni_s was éompletcd, The different arte-
ries were {ecured by ligai;urcg, and a catheter of the
glaftic gum iptrddpccd into: the bladder, and pro-
perly feéured,' to facilitate the paffage of the urine:
the wound was drefled with fine ling, powdered ‘with
colophony, and covered with proper compreffes, The
dreflings were {ecured by a T-bandage and afcapulary.
A cooling dict was enjoined; he was eafy the firft day
and night fubfﬁggcﬁt_ to the operation;; . the »folldwing‘ '
slays and nights he  continued much  the fame.  On
the 4th, the lint was perfedtly, detached: by the fuppu-
fative procefs, and expofed & wound of a red healthy
? ; : appearance.
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hee. " The' dreffings were continued with df’
tmﬁ; the e@s were only drefled with flips »of fine
linen, dipt in cerate, to prevent the adhefion of the
lint. - The firft eight days paffed without any accident:
a fmall quantity of folid food, fuch as poultry, frcfh
eggs, &ec. was permitted.

The fecond week paffed thc fame as the firft, Mr.
Corigni withed the patient to have fome kind of an
iffue; but could not obtain his-confent. This, how-
ever, did ‘not hinder the cicatrization of the wound,
which certainly would have been completed in five
weeks: but, a few days before the expiration of this
time, he had the imprudence to withdraw the catheter,
without Mr. Corigni’s confent, who had been abfent
for two days.  The next day the external opening of
the urethra was clofed to fuch a degree, that the urine
could only pafs drop by drop, and with confiderable
pain. - He paffed 48 hours in'this ftate : Mr. Corigni,
on his arfival, made many fruitlefs attempts to intro-
duce the catheter, but was prevented by the fenfibility
of the parts, and the tightnefs of the paffage. Under
thefe circumftances, Mr. Corigni judged proper to
apply a {mall piece of cauftic ftone, and afterwards cut
off 'the dead parts as far as the urethra. The paffage
being now free, a great quantity of urine was eva-
‘cuated, which gave inftant eafe to the patient. The
cathéter ‘was again introduced into the bladder, and
;aken out every four days to be cleaned, to prevent
‘incruftations : the patient wore it till cicatrization was
-completed, which did not take place till the 68th day
a&er ‘the “operation, Whén this patient recovered his

health
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health and ftrength, and. followed his ufual - courfe of
life, which had been interrupted for more than eight
months. A kind of filver funnel was invented; and
adapted to the opening in the urethra, when he withed
to evacuate his bladder : this inftrument, fimple in its
conftruction, ferved to direét the urine, and prevent
his clothes being wet.  Four years after the operation,
he enjoyed, in every particular, fuch a perfe&t ftate of
health, that no apprehenfion was entertained of a re-
lapfe, ) . il

Continuation of the Abﬂraﬂ anr._DnswarfS Leliures.
Difeafes of the Urinary Organs continued.

Retention of Urine produced by an Alteration in the Na-
tural Situation of the Vifcera of the Pelvis.

THE difplacement of the vifcera, which frequently
gives rife to retention of urine, are retroverfion
of the uterus, a prolapfus of this vifcus, of the vagina,
or the reGtum.—If we attend to the intimate connec-
tion exifting between the bladder, the uterus, and va-
gina, we fhall admit that thefe parts cannot be dif-

o “ placed
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pﬁced ‘without draggmg.thd bladder Mzhst; and that
in this ftate of derangement, with whateves force it
may act, it .can never completely contract on itfelf
fufficient to effect the total expulfion of the urine: to
this deficient action of the bladder, is neceffarily added
~an increafed refiftance on the part of the urethra. The
bggmamgggf this canal, drawn away with the bladder,
changes its natural direcion, which eannot take place
without the compreffion of its {ides againft each other;
confequently, producing more or lefs obftruction to
the paffage of the urine. It is thus that the os tincz,
in the retroverfion of the uterus, when carried above
the pubis, draws with it the pofterior part of the blad-
der, which, from its continuity, diftends the beginning
of the urethra, draws it upwards, increafes the cur-
vature of this canal under the fymphifis pubis, againft
which it is forcibly applied. In the prolapfus and in-
vcrﬁon of the uterus, vagina, or retum, the pofte-
rior part of the bladder, inftead of being carried up-
ward and forward, is drawn downwards and back-
wards, and the natural curvature of the urethra is to-
tally changed. So far from a confiderable concavity
exifting under the pubis, as in the cafe of retroverfion,
the bladder prefents at this part a convex appearance ;
a difpofition of parts, which fhould always be held in
view in paffing the catheter, as it throws a jight on
the curvature and direction, we thould give to the
inftrument to facilitate its mtrodu&xon '

Itis alwavyseafg to difcern and ch{tmguxﬂl fymptoms
of the fame fpecies, :as when retention of urine is oc-

gaﬁqncd by difplacement of the vifcera, the reunion
of
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of figns, peculiar to each dx@hﬁﬂﬁﬁhﬁ,%%&;
commort fymptoms of retention, affure the dlagn%c -
If the retroverfion of the uterus is the caufe of the
accident, by the introdution of the ﬁn‘ggr in " the
vagina, we ‘may feel, at the anterior of its qainty, a
tumour, formed by the colletion of the urine in the
bladder. 'The os tincze is no longer in its natural fitua-
tion, it is turned forward and above the tumour, whilft
the bottom of the uterus is directed backwards againft
“the re¢tum and anterior part of the facrun.  We can-
not always reach as high as the os tincze whgn the re-
tention of urine is complete and the bladder eoa&dgm
bly diftended: under thefe circumftances we fhould
fufpend our judgement on the particular caufe of the
complaint, until we have paffed the catheter to evacuate
the urine; and, by this means, be enabled to examine
the ftate of the uterus; but, if inftead of finding the
os tincze high and forward, we fhould difcover it nearly
or out of the orifice of the vagina, no doubt can be
entertained, that the retention is produced by a pro-
lapfus of the wuterus: on the contrary, we fhall be
convinced that it depends on an inverfion of that vifcus,
when it comes on a fhort time after child-bed, or after
the paffage of a uterine polypus, &c. we feel, in the -
vagina, a femicircular body, flightly painful, unequal,
firm, furrounded by a kind of collar, which feems more
or lefs to tighten it, and round which the finger may g
be paﬂéd or when we perceive, out of the cavxty of
the vagina, in cafes of complete inverfion, a large
tumour, rounded at its inferior part, without any
tranfverfe fiffure, red and unequal, with fmall deep
apertures,
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fituation when reduced. Sometimes an m&narypeﬂary
will effetit: a machme is, however, to be preferred
that is compofed of an ivory handle, four or five
inches in length, flightly bent, terminating at the
point in the :[hape of an olive at one of its extremities,
and the other fecured under the thigh by a T-ban-
dage. This inftrument, introduced’ up the rectum,
puthes forwards the fundus of the uterus, and prc¢
vents its inverfion backwards.
With refpect to’ the prolapfus of the uterus, therc
is generally no great difficulty in the reduction; but it
is not the fame with the inverfion of this vifeus, par-
ticularly when complete ; and, when it has exifted for
a confiderable time, the fize of the uterus, confequent
to the fwelling, becomes confiderable, and that, evento -
this day, it has been regarded as an infurmountable
obftacle to its' reduction. ‘ : :
Extirpation, by amputation or ligature, has beer
propofed, and has fometimes .been executed' with -
fuccefs.  But we, however, are fatisfied by experience,
that ‘2 methodical compreffion is adequate to the
difperfion of thefe fpecies of fivellings; and though
we have not a cafe in point to adduce, yet, reafoning
from analogy, we may fuppofe that this vifeus Would
regain its natural fize by thefe means, and that then
the reduction might be effected; or, at leaft, that it
mighe be puthed up inco the vagina, and prevent thofe
confequences that would be inevitable from the uterus
being left out of the orifice of the vagina. - i
In cafes of procidentia ani of long ftanding, com-
preffion has been ufed with fuccefs, when all other -
means



means have failed.. A linen tent; introduced up
the mtcﬁme, diffipates the ccmplaint, and ptevents -
a relapfe, - ,

If the reduction of the dxfplaced vxfccra is not eafily
affe@ed, or the {uppreffion of urine removed, and the
fymptoms happen to be urgent and feriots, recourfe
fhould be had to the catheter. Frequently the reduction
is eafier after the evacuation of the urine : the cavity of
the pelvis then being freer affords a more ready ens
trance to the parts that had been difplaced: but, from
the alteration in the dire&ion of the urethra, the intro-
dudtion of the catheter is fometimes attended with.
dxﬂiculty, and it is only by accommodating the inftru-
ment to the deviations from the natural curvature of.
the canal, that it can be paffed into the bladder.

For example, in the retroverfion of the uterus, we
fucceed better with a curved catheter, than thofe gene-
rally employed, which are ftrai. A curved ca-
theter fhould be employed in cafes of prolapfus and
inverfion of the uterus, &c. but with this difference,
that in a cafe of retroverfion, we fhould turn the con-
cave part of  the inftrument towards the pubis, and, in
a cafe of inverfion, we fhould diret it towards the
anus: fometimes we can fucceed only by forming a
fort of boring motion in.the urethra; and often, when
folid cathetcrs will not anfwer, we fucceed by flexible
ones, as they adapt themfelves better to the curvatures
of the canal; but if the vifcera cannot be reduced,
nor the catheter pafled, which ought to be a very rare -
occurrence, and we fear that the bladder will burft, we
muft have recourfe to punctur as a laft refource, an

operation
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ﬁvery To explain properly ‘how this cxm:ifﬁ&ance
occurs; we fhould recollet, that in the ﬁrﬁ x‘honths
after conception, the uterus remains concealed in the
pelvis, nor does it rife above this cavity till the fifth
month, and fometimes later ; and that at this peried,

having progreflively mcrcafed in fize and weighe, it
defcends lower down in the vagina, and comprefes
like a wedge, pofteriorly, the retum, and forwards
the neck of the bladder and the urethra, which it
prefles againft the fyrhphifis pubis; and fometimes to
fuch a degree as to clofe the aperture of “this canal
and prevent the paﬁ"age of the urine.  After this ex-
plication of the alteration in fize and fituation of the
uterus, the mechanifm of this {pecies of retention ap-
pedrs fo fimple, and in fact fo natural, that we might
be induced to expet it would occur frequently in the
fourth and fifth months of pregnancy, but the truth of
this fa& has not been verified in a very confiderable
number of women who have been delivered in'the
Hbétel Dieu, not one of whom li'aw': mentioned being

>

troubled with this inconvenience.
. Mr. Default, though he does not affert-that- this
circumftance can never take place, is of opinion, that
the progreflive alteration in fize and fituation of the
- uterus, will tend to prote¢t the neck of the bladder
and the urethra from the effe®s of compreffion. In
fa® we know, that the alteration! in the uterus begins
to take place, firftin the fundus, then extends to its
sbody, and that the neck preferves its fize and length
€vento the fixth month; a penod when the urerus,
too voluminous to be contained in the little pelvis,
Vor. IL G rifes
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rifes above the fupenor margm. As long as this vifcus”
is contained in the cavity of the pelvis, bemg larger
towards its fundus than towards the neck, it ought ra-
ther to comprefs the ureters and the body of the blad-
der than the neck of this vifcus and the urethra, as its
largeft part is fituated above, unlefs we fuppofe a
complete defcent of the uterus,

Although all authors, who have written on the
fubje&t of midwifery, have mentioned retention of
urine as produced by the faftening in of the head of
the child as a common occurrence, Mr. Default ob-
ferves, that not 2 fingle inftance has occurred in {up-
port of this fact for the {pace of eight to ten years in
the Hotel Dieu, where, on an average, from fifteen to
fixteen hundred have been delivered every year.
Mr. Default does not infer from this remark, that re-
tention, produced from this caufe, hasnotin many
inftances occurred, but at the fame time is of opinion,
that it does not happen fo frequently as we have been
taught to believe. Women, it is true, when the head
remains long in the paflage, have frequent defires to
make water, which areapt to impofe on inattentive
practitioners who are difpofed to attribute. this cir-
cumftance to this vifcus being diftended with urine,
without reflecting that irritability can produce equally
the fame effet. When we refleét on the difpofition
of the head of the child wedged in the fmall pelyis,
and confider at the fame time its relative connection
with the bladder, it appears that the body of this vifs
cus and the ureters are more expofed to comprefﬁoﬁ
than the urethra and the neck of the bladder = and it

: s
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is {ufficiently probable, that the urine, fo far from col:
lecing in this pouch, cannot defcend into its cavity,
and that they are retained in the ureters : this conjec=
ture is more probable, as retention of urine is more
frequently the concomitant fymptom of the faftening
in of the head of the child, than fubfequent to this
circumftance, and this fymptom then happens not
from the refiftance of the canal but from weaknefs of
the bladder, contufed by the head of the infant; a
contufion which terminates fometimes by gangrenous
efchars at the bottom of this vifcus and at the corre-
{ponding portion of the vagina, and often occafions
urinary fiftule, always difficult and fometimes impof-
fible to cure. :

If a retention of urine fhould occur at either of
thefe periods of pregnancy, we may inform ourfelves
of the ftate and fituation of the uterusand the head of
the child, by means of the touch, and we may learn
from the patient if fhe has had any previous obftruc-
tion to her urine, or if there is any other exifting caufe
that may prevent its evacuation. Frequent defires to
make water, and defe& of fecretion of the urine, are
in this cafe only equivocal figns of retention ; for, as
we have before obferved, irritation of the bladder may
produce the one, and the other may depend on com-
preflion of the ureters ; if the retention was occafioned
by the fuppofed preflure exercifed by the ugerus on
the neck of the bladder, and on the urethra; towards
the fourth month of pregnancy we could have no
ground to fuppofe that this inconienience would
fubfide without a relapfe, until the uterus, in.confe-

; : G2 " quence
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quence of its enlargement; had increafed to fuchs
fize, as to rife above the cavity of the pelvis, and con-
fequently ‘would be incapable of defcending again.

During this enlargement of the uterus, the evacuation
of th€ wrine is'attempted to be procured by feparating
the collum uteri from the bladder and urethra, by in-
troducing the finger upwards; behind, and a little on
the fide of the fymphifis pubis; and if thefe means
do not fucceed, recourfe is had to the catheter; if
the retention fthould arife from the head of the child
being wedged in, the delivery has been recom-
mended to be finithed, either by altering the pofition
of the head, or by drawing it away with the forceps,
or even with the crotchet, if we are firft affured of
the death of the child : but before this operation is
undertaken, ‘tlie urine fhould be evacuated with the
catheter. Levret propofed catheters of a particular
conftrution in thefe cafes : he employed one in imi-
tation of Mr. J. L. Petic’s¢ which, inftead of being
pierced with two eyes at the fides of the beak, had a
circular opening at its extremity {hut by a button fup-
ported by a ftilet. This alteration was to avoid the
inconveniences of lacerating the urethra, an accident
fometimes occafioned by the eyes of the catheters
generally employed ; (fee in volume the firft an eafy
method of obviating this difficulty.) In cafes of pro-
lapfus, 5[ inverfion of the uterus, the fame author re-
commends flat catheters inftead of the round ones in
general ufe ; and indeed it appears; on the firft view,
more probablethat thefe catheters can be ufed with more..
advantage when the urethra itfelf is flattened, but it is
. . : in
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in falt. only a fpccmus fuperiority, - which is contias
dicted by experience. We learn, from danly'pra&lce,
that in thefe {pecies of ob{hu&xon, we {ucceed b"ttgf.
by turmng the catheter when paﬂ’mc it than by puth-
ing it dlre&ly forward. This motion cannot poflibly
be performed - with a flat catheter : if they fay that an
advantage will refult, from the diameter of the bore
being lefs than' the cylindrical catheters, and that
confequently they will pafs cafier, they fhould recols
le& that a cylindrical one may be chofe of a {maller
diameter ; but even admxttmg that thef¢ founds pof-
fefs the advantages fuppofed in our .opinion they are
ufelefs; for by comparing the width- of the-arch of
the pubis, with the fize of the gravid uterus,or the
head of a full fized feetus, it appears next té ancim-
pofiibility that the canal of the urethra fhould: be
comprefled to {uch a degree as not to admit the paf-
fage of an ordinary catheter. It is not only in a flate
of pregnancy, and at the time of delivery, that reten-
tion of the urine is produced by the diftenfion. of the
uterus and vagina ; the fame f{ymptom will always
take place from any extraneous body contained in
thefe cavities, of fufficient magnitude to diftend them.
The fame effect may arife from a confiderable fwel-
ling of thefc parts, fufficient to prevent them being
contained in the cavity of the pelvis; and thus com-
prefling the neck of ‘the bladder; and checking the
progrefs of the urine. Retentxon may alfo depend on
tumefaction of the uterus from a mole, a polypus, or
an effufion of blood or water in its cavity. It may -

alfo be produced from an inflammatory {ivelling, a
G 3 {chirrus -
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fchirrus or cancerous affetion of this vifcus, “or from
diftenfioti of the vagina by the menftrual blood, by a
peflary, linen tents, or any other extraneous body in-
troduced into its cavity. We fhall not here enter
into a detail of the particular fymptoms of thefe va-
rious fpecies of retention, or of their caufes : they are
only fymptomatic; and the prognoftic is propor-
tionably dangerous to the difeafe which originally pro-
duced them. The retention, independently confi-
dered as a fymptom, is unattended with danger; for
the water can be evacuated by an operation generally
ealy to perform; and even the introdu®ion of the
catheter is not always neceffary, for fometimes the
contraftile force of the bladder is not loft, and the
original caufe of retention will admit of being re-
moved : for example, when the urine is obftructed
by the comprefiion of a peflary, a tent, a collection
of blood in the vagina, &c. the extra&ion or eva-
cuation of thefe extraneous bodies removes the pref-
fure on the urethra, when the contra®ion is {ufficient
for the evacuation of the urine; but there are alfo
cafes where art cannot remove the caufe of the reten-
tion, and relief can only be hoped from the efforts of
nature, as in the expulfion of a mole, a polypus, &c.
which is entirely an exertion of nature; and as her
operations are often gradual and flow, we-are obliged
to ufe the catheter, till her endeavours are perfected.
Sometimes the united efforts of art and nature are in-
adequate to the removal of the caufe, as when the ute-
rus or vagina are affe&ed with carcinoma or fchirrus :
in thefe deplorable cafes, our only refouree is the ca-

‘ - theter,
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theter, the 1ntrodu&1on of which becomcs often ufe-
lefs, from the progrefs of the complaint 3 for incon-
tinence often fucceeds to retention, which is occa-
fioned by ulceration, of the vagina and inferior part of
the bladder, producing a communication, by which
means the urine continually paffes through the cavity
of the vagina : the mixture of this fluid with the
cancerous ~matter, renders the difcharge fo ex-
tremely fetid and acrid, that no fituation can be con-
ceived more truly diftrefling than thofe unfortunate
women afflicted with this crue] difeafe. -

Retention of Urine occafioned by the Preffure of the Rec-
tum on the Neck of the Bladder and the Btgmnmg of
the Urethra, ;

HIS fort of retention is extremely analogous

with the one we have juft defcribed : the only
diftinétion is, that in the one the compreffion is exer-
cifed by the uterus or vagina, and in the other by the
re&um. The caufes are alfo nearly the fame; for
the retum, like the uterus and vagina, may be dif-
tended with -wind, fungi, blood, by tents made of
linen, or lint. This inteftine is alfo fubje& to en-
largement from inflammation, {chirrus or carcinoma,
or from the formation of matter between its coats,

; G4 and -



 prefs on the neck of the bla&der and the canalafehe
~urethra. © Weform our diagnoftic of : this retention
from the ftate of the rectum, from the {ymptoms
which ufually accompany the difeafed alterations juft
treated of, and from the freedom of the urethra and
‘theabfence . of the other caufes of retention. The .
prognoftic of this ] pecies of which we are immediately
treating is effentially connected with that difeafe of
the reCtum that originally produced the complaint ;
and the radical cure of the one, is neceflary for the
{uccefsful termination of the other. The indication
is to deftroy, if poffible, the caufe of the retention, if
it can be conveniently effeted ; but if this' proceed-
ing 1s attended with danger, and the difeafe will ad-
mit of no alleviation from art, we muft content our-
felves with the - introducion of the catheter : for ex-
ample, if the retention thould be occafioned by a
collection of blood, or feeces, in the re¢tum, we need
not hefitate to extract them; but if the urine fhould -
be retained by tents, introduced up the inteftine,
with the view of ftopping a hemorrhage, they could
not, with fafety to the patient, be extratted. In
cafes of {chirrus ‘or carcinomatous affe@ions of this
gut, thc ufe of the catheter is preferable and even
necﬁﬁ"ary, and its ittroduction is rarely attended with
difficuity. : :
In thefe ca{'cs it'1s preferable to pafs th:s m[%rumcnt

every time the patient has occaﬁeq to urine, than to
leave






AR S

thra. Thofe of a middling fi ze fhould be chofen,
armed with their ﬂ:xlet, and introduced till they are
ftopped in the canal; the'ftilet thould then be Ye-
tracted about an inch, to leave at liberty'the beak of
the catheter, that it may better adapt itfelf to the cur-
vature of the urethra: the catheter may be then
paffed on, taking care that the flilet is not puthed
quite to its extremity. By this cautious mode of
procedure, we are always enabled to introduce it into
the bladder.

PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY.

Cafe of a confiderable Contration of the Aorta Afcen-
dens, diffeéted at the Hotel Dieu at Paris.

[By Mr. Paris.]

R. Paris obferves, that among a confiderable
number of fubjets that he injected for the
purpofe of diffe&tion in the courfe of the winter of the
year 1785, fome- appearances offered themfelves, in
the body of a very thin woman, about fifty years of
age, worthy of record, from their fingularity, and
the advantages that the heahng art may derive from
their
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their difclofure. Th1s fubjeé’c was m_;e&ed with a
cﬁmpoﬁnon made of equal parts of refin and ' fuet,
coloured with lamp black. The pipe was fixed at
the origin of the aorta; and the injection paffed
with fuch eafe, that much more might have been
thrown in than is ufually employed for adults. As
the fubjet was very thin, the trunks and branches of
the thoracic arteries were feen, on the fides of the
cheft, without any previous diffection: thefe veflels
were larger and more tortuous than natural ; a difpo-
fition which induced Mr. Paris to profecute the diffec-
tion with particular attention. He found that part of
the aorta which follows ‘its curvature, and which was
fituated between the arterial ligament (the remains of
thecanalisarteriofus) and the firft inferior intercoftal, in
fuch a ftate of contraction astobe reduced tothe diame-
ter of a writing pen ; and deducting the thicknefs of its
coats, the actual cavity of the veflel was extremely
{mall; that part of the artery, which was fituated
above the contracted part, was {carcely dilated; and
that portion, fituated below, preferved its ordinary
diameter. The moft careful and attentive diffection
did not tend in the leaft to explain the caufe of this
difeafed alteration in the veflel. There was nothing
particular to be remarked in the carotids or their
branchesy but the arteria innominata, as well as the
fubclavian, were augmented one third in diameter,
the left fubclavian was increafecin fize mor€, than one
half, and the branches of the two fubclavians had in-
creafed in proportion, and formed a zig-zag kind of

courfe; the internal mammary arteries were one fixth
of
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‘of an inch in. dlameter, and thc fupmor dmphrag- |
matic. on@elghf;hfbf aninch ; this laft was tortuous in
its due&lon the tranfverﬁ: cerwpal arteries were in-
creafed to double their fize, and all their pofterior
branches paffed for a confiderable way, in a ferpen-
tine direQion, before they anaftomofed with the pof-
terior branches of the intercoftals : the intercoftals
which arife from the fubclavians were one fixth of an
inch in diameter, ~ The thoracics, the fcapulary, and
the other prmc1pal branches which are given off by
the axillary to be diftributed- either totally or par-
tially on the breaft, were increafed to double their
natural magnitude. - The firft a,ud fecgnd mtcrcof;tals, |
which arife from the "t’hnra.cxc portion of the aorta
above the contracted portion, were three lines in dia-
meter; the reft, as they defcended, diminifhed infen-
fibly in fize till the laft, which were nearly of their
- natural diameter ; the anterior branches of thefe ar-
teries were 3 little enlarged ; but the pofterior ones
were fo much augmented in fize, and were diftributed
in fuch a clofe zig-zag manner, that they refembled
beads placed on one another ; their anaftomofes, with
the tranfverfe cervicals, were confiderable and very
apparent. - The branches given off by the aorta de-
fcendens afforded nothing remarkable except the in-
ferior diaphragmatic, which was larger than natural ;
and its anaftomofes with the fuperior diaphragmatic
more corffiderable. «The epigaftric was alfo circum-
ftanced in the fame manner, and was of the fame fize
as the internal mammary, with which it freely anafto-

mofed.  After the particular dcfcnptlon of the vel-
: %3 fels
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eccymofis, particularly on the parietal bone, which
appeared to have received the principal thock, from
the excoriation and confiderable {welling that fuper-
vened on the part. On the arrival of Dr. Naudot,
16 hours after the accident, (he was fenfelefs and co-
matous, which ceafed only when compreffion was
made on the excoriated part. At this time (he mut-
tered a few incoherent words sithe cyés were fixed ;
the pupils dilated, and perfectly infenfible to the light;
the pulfe was concentrated, but equal. The patient
rejected by vomiting immediately- after the accident
every fpecies of aliment that the had Awallowed.
This woman had been bled twice at the arm, and fe-
veral clyfters thrown up, which had produced the
defired cffect.  From the urgency of the fymptoms,

Dr. Naudot was induced to order two copious bleed-

ings from the jugular vein, from which the patient

derived no advantage whatever. The next day a

ftrong blifter was ordered to be applied over the

whole fcalp, which was previoufly thaved. An hour
afterwards, fhe was attacked with labour, pains, and

delivered of a fine boy. The ftate of the mother re-

mained the fame till the blifter began to a& : its good

effects were {fo immediate, that the comatous {ymp-
toms were {foon diminithed. The firft 24 hours, the
furgeon who attended was careful to keep up an abun- -
dant ﬁlppuratlon «and the patient recovered by de-
grees, and in a little time the ufe of her faculties. At

the end of 8 days, the employed herfelf in her ordi-
nary occupations, and' even went out of the houfe.
At this perlod there rema.med fome difficulty in her
{peech,
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fpeech, which yielded to the conftant action of the
blifter. The patient would not admit of the conti-
nuange of the ftimulus fo long as Dr. Naudot withed ;
for from her employment in the country, fhe we{s
continually expofed to the heat of the fun. The
confequences of her delivery were in every particular
natural ; a purgative was exhibited after the fuppu-
ration of the blifter had ceafed, which terminated the
treatment. : .

The patient, the fubje& of this cafe, came five
leagues twenty eight days after the accident to return
thanks to Dr. Naudot for his care and attention.

Cafe of an Aneurifm of the Femoral Artery, confequent
" 104 Gun-fhot Wound, '

[By Mr. M;&NOURY, Surgeon to the'Hotel Dieu. ]

ICOLAS Fourcroy, a gardener, twenty-eight

; years of age, received a fhot from a fufee
loaded with bullets and large fhat, which Went off
by accident, at the moment Fourcroy turned round.
He was fituated at the time he received the fhock
lower than the perfon who held the gun. The balls
pa.ﬂ'ed through the left thlgh towards the middle and
inferior
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inferior part.  Stunned with the noife, he at firft did
not perceive that_ he was wounded ; but remarking
fémégdrqps--of blood on his ‘wife, he withed to ap-
proachher. He inftantly felt an acute pain in his
thigh, cried out that it was lbroke, and fell down.
‘He was taken home, and -the furgeon of the place
fent for, who did not atrive for three hours after the
accident. On examination, he found on the outfide
and towards the middle, and a little to the inferior
part of the thigh, three opehinvgs‘, of the diameter of
a writing pen : they were occafioned by three balls,
two of which had pafled out on the infide of the
thigh; the third, which had formed the external
opening, had not been impelled with force fufficient
to pierce the integuments of the infide of the thigh,
under which it was felt by the finger. Thefe differ-
ent openings were fituated above each other about an
inch diftance ; the external was a lictle higher, and
fituated more forward than the internal. Mr. Ma-
noury obferves, that if he might judge of the direc-
tion of the balls by their relative fituation, he fhould
fuppofe that it had paflfed inferiorly through the
fkin, the fafcia lata, the vaftus externus mufcle, and
the fhort portion of the biceps femoris ; and that it
took its courfe by the inferior and pofterior part of
the femur, between the bone and the beginning of
the popliteal veffers, and that it had divided the femi-
membranofus, the inferior part of the third adduétor,
the gracilis internus, and the fkin, Mr. Manoury
fuppofes that the ball which had formed the middle
hole had paffed between the anterior rectus and femo-
raltsy
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“ralis, had pierced the fartorlus, and had left behind it

‘the femoral veffels; and that the ball which produced
the {upenor hole had divided the fafcia lata and the
femoralis mufcle, and bhad croffed the veflels of the
thigh, and afterwards became buried under the inte-
guments, where it was diftinctly felt. Mr, Manoury
conceives that the laft ball, either by dividing or vio-
lently contufing the artery, had produced gangrene

~and other confecutive {ymptoms, which are about to
be related in the order they occurred.

The patient had little hemorrhage in the firft in-
ftance ; and on the arrival of the furgeon it had totally
ceafed. On examination, he remarked only one ec-
cymofis, about the ﬁze,,o—f the palm of the hand, that
furrounded the ball fituated under the fkin. The
wounds were drefled with doffils of lint, and a circu-
lar bandage applied moderately tight over the whole.
The next morning, as the dreffings and fhect were
a little tinged with blood, the bandage was drawn
fomewhat tighter; no more blood was difcharged ;

- no fwelling either of the leg or thigh fupervened, both
‘of which retained their natural heat.. On the fifth
day the wounds began to fuppurate. The ball,
which had been fituated under the integuments, had
now pierced the fkin : its difcharge was accompanied
with a quantity of coagulated blood. Injetions of
barley water and honey were employed to facilitate
the difcharge of thefe coagula, ‘and to deterge the
wound. They were continued for eight days. The
~wounds foon cicatrized, and in five weeks the patient
was in appearance perfectly cured. The thlgh and the

Vor.Il. H leg
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leg were nearly in their natural ftate. The patrent'
was notfenfible of either weaknefs or pain. A fmall
tumour remained, fituated between the two fuperior
wounds, at the internal and anterior part of the thigh 3
the patient conceived it was a fmall gland, and that it
would difappear of itfelf: he walked out, and was
able to go to mafs on the 15th of May, fix weeks af-
ter the accident.

The tumor, in which no pulfation had been hi-
therto remarked, increafed in fize, and pulfation now
became evident : it was unattended with pain, and
without any difcoloration of the fkin. . Towards the
end of May it had increafed to the fize of a hen’s egg,
and the pulfations were {o ftrong that they raifed the
bed cloaths. The patient often experienced a ftart-
ing fenfation in the wounded thigh ; he was in _pain,
and incapable of walking, and was obliged to take to
his bed. 'In the courfe of eight days, the tumor aug-
mented confiderably in fize,* the force of the pulfa-
tory motion decreafed in proportion to the augmenta-
tion 1n the fize of the tumor, and {foon became infen-
fible. The tumor, in a {imall {pace of time, acquired
a confiderable bulk, and the fwelling extended to the
knee, leg, and foot. The furgeon, who at firft had
applied a plaifter to the part, now employed a poul-
tice made of forrel, lilly root, and leeks, with a littlg

<
()

# The heat of the bed and a ftate of reft might perhaps con-
tribute materially to its fudden increafe. Mr. Default has had
frequent occafions to remark, that in cafes of {purious aneu-
rifm they have rapidly mcreafed in fize as foon as the patxent;

tooL to their bed. : -
* . lard:
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lard. The patient’s relations, fecing the little fuccefs
from the remedies emploved, called in anosher fur-
geon, who applied a poultice of crumb of bread and
marfhmallow water, mixed up with ; ij of powder of
bark. The fize of the tumor, and the {welling of the
leg and thigh feemed to diminith. The two fur-
geons continued to vifit the patient ; thefirft, curious
to know the nature of the tumor, of which he had not
the moft diftant {ufpicion, opened it in the abfence of
the other with a lancet. | A few drops of blood, of a
bright red colour, were only difcharged. Fortunately
_ the lancet did not enter any depth, but only ‘divided
the integdments. The pains, however, ‘became more
acute, and the patientbecame very unealy, and withed
to be admitted into the Hoétel Dieu at Paris, where he
was received on the gth of June, 1785. = At this pe-
tiod, the tumor extended from the fuperiorand inter-
nal quarter of the thigh to the inferior quarter, and
from its external part to its internal and pofterior fide,
and projected confiderably from the anterior part;
the fkin was tenfe, fhining, and of a yellow colour ;
no pulfation was diftinguifhed, nor even the hum-
ming noife that is afforded by the {purious aneurifm.

Mr. Default entertained no doubts of the nature of the
difeafe. The operation for the aneurifm promifed
little fuccefs, from the difeafed alteration of the parts
that compofed the tumor, and pther unfavourable
circumftances ; but however it was the only relource
to fave the patient from inevitable and apparently ap-
proaching death. 'The operation was deferred for

fome days, with the view of preparing the patient.
by : Hz From
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F rom the ﬂequency and hardne(s of the pulfc, it vas
judged e*{pedlent to bleed him three times in the
courfe of the three firft days; a clyfter was adminif-
tered morning and evening, to prevent the exertion
of going to ftool, and a mild regimen preferibed. No
topical application whatever was employed, except a .
circular bandage, which was drawn moderately nght
with the view of fupporting the integuments, which
were fo thin and tenfe, that there was reafon to appre-
bend arupture; the pulfe became lefs frequent, {ofter,
and the pain evxdently diminithed. The patient had
now f{ufficient courage to requei’c Mr. Default to per- -
form the operation, which was accordingly done nine
days from his admiffion into the hofpital.

The patient was laid on his back, whilft an affiftant
comprefled the artery as it pafles under Poupart’s
ligament, by means of a cuthion.* Mr. Default then
made an incifion through the integuments in the
courfe of the artery, beginning as high as the tumor,
and terminated at its inferior part, extending about
nine inches in length; he then profecuted the incifion’
through the cellular fubftance and fafcia lata, and ex-
tratted a number of coagula. This fecond incifion
extended from above downwards the fame length as
the firft. The quantity of coagulum and polypus

. Fro;nkthe extent and fituation of the tumor, the tourniquet
could not be ufed ;. befides, pre{Tme by means of the cuthion is -
in every particular more convenient, and is alw ays. prefened-r
to the tourniquet by Mr. Default, who ufes it in all operations
on the thigh aid leg, when it is neceffary to attend to the he-
morrhage, = Ay FAAET S

concres
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concretions of a membranous confiftence filled a bafon
that conitained more than two pints and a half of fluid :

in the midft of this mafs, there was a branch of the
mtémal faphena vein, which was divided in the courfe
of the operation.  After all the blood was abforbed,

by means of a fponge, the femur was found denuded
at the middle and internal part for about three inches
in length, and forone inch in width, the fibres of the
vaftus internus, which covered it in its natural flate,
being deftroyed, as well as thofe of the triceps and
fartorius, which formed part of the body of this tu-
mor. This laft mufcle was fituated on the infide of
the incifion, in the{fame manner as the femoral vefiels.
No blood was difcharged from the artery, whilft the
preflure was kept up ; but as foon as it was taken off,
it {pouted with confiderable force ; it was again com-
prefled, but in confequence of fome derangement in
the cufhion, the blood continued to flow. Mr. De-
favle prefled the orifice  of the artery with his finger
till a more exat and efficient prefire was made on
the veflel where it paffes under Poupart’s ligament.

On cleaning the wound again with {ponge, an oval
aperture was dxfcovercd.m the anterior part of the ar-
tery, about four fingers breadth above the part where
it ‘pierces the triceps mufcle.  This oval opening was
about three lines in len/gth, and two in width.

Mr. Default pafled two ligatures round the artery,
immediately above the opening. For this purpofe he
ufed a crooked nieedie, blunted at the point and fides,
and armed with two waxed ligatures,which were pafled
from w L{hm outwards. - One of the llga..ures only was

: : = 3 ; tightened,
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'tighténeé, and the other left loofe, as a ‘prov-iﬁbn'arg.
one, to be made ufe of in cafe of neceflity. To
tighten the firft, he employed a pair of dreffing for«
ceps; and after making a fingle knot, he twifted the
ligature round the inftrument, and puthed it to fome
depth ; and then by means of the other hand tight-
ened it at pleafure, gradually and without fhaking the
patient ; an inconvenience which is difficult to avoid,
when the artery is fituated at fuch a degree of depth,
He then, as an additional fecurity, made a fecond
knot with a degree of tightnef(s fufficient to ftop the
hemorrhage, but not more; for it has been found
that arteries are {ubject to become gangrenous, and
confequently to afford a freth hemorrhage, when the
ligatures are drawn too tight. ’ :

Adfter this ligature was applied, the blood ftill con-
tinued to flow, not from the fuperior part of the ar-
tery, but from the inferior, round which two ligatures
were paffed, and one tightened as before. No blood
was now difcharged, when the preflure was taken off
from the crural artery, To diftinguith the ligatures
that had been tightened, knots were made on their
extremities, and left out on, the fides of the wound :
they were wrapped up in linen, to prevent them being
confounded with the lint, or rudely handled in the
{ubfequent dreflings.  After the wound was well
cleaned' with warm,water and a {ponge, it was filled
with dry lint {prinkled with colophony; fome layers
of lint were applied over the whole, covered with
comprefles, and the whole retained by an eighteen
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paffed the whole day quletly, was in good. i_'pmts, and
flept an hour in the courfe of the mornings he did
not experience the leaft fenfation of cold either in the
leg or thigh, on which no topxcal application was
applied : thefe parts preferved their natural heat, and
were free from pain. The patient was kept on ftrict
diet, and the ufe of lemonade. 1n the evening, the
pulfe was raifed, but without hardnefs ; the tenfion
and fwelling of the foot was already diminifhed ; he
pafled a good night, and flept feveral hours.  On the
fecond day, there was a flight accefs of fever; the
fwelling of the leg and foot diffipated almoft percep-
tibly, and the parts preferved their natural heat and
fenfibility.  The comprefles were changed, and the
dreffings {prinkled with warm water and a little cam-
phorated {pirit.  On the third day, the pulfe though
ftill frequent was fofter than in the evening. The
fmall clots, which could not be extratted during the
operation, became moift by the ferous exudation, and
had detached the lint from the bottom of the wound
and had paffed through the comprefles. The drefl-
ings were changed, and the lint {prinkled with colo-
phony. Onthe 4th day, the fever was lefs, the in-
{enfible perfpiration increafed, the {uppuration abun-
dant, and from its vifcidity it entangled a quantity of
rotten cellular fubflance, which was difcharged from
the wound ; the pus was abforbed by dofiils of lint,
and the dreffings repeated three times in twenty-four
~ hours, which plan was perfifted in till the 42d day.
The lips of the wound were dreffed with flips of linen
dipped in the ftyrax ointment, :
H 4 On
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{)n the sth day, the patlent was extremely well and
~with liecle remalmng fever. The lint employed for
the dreffi ngs was a.lways fprinkled with colophony;
with the view of its a&mg as a digeftive and procur-
ing a better difcharge.

On the 6th, a {mall hemorrhage took place, Wthh
wet thxough the dreflings and the folded fheet placed
under the thigh : the-attendant furgeon eafily ftopped
it by compreffing the artery as it paflfes under Pou-.
part’s ligament.  Mr. Default took off the dreffings ;
and after defiring the prefiure to be taken off from
the artery, with the view of fecing from whence the
blood flowed, he obferved a few drops come from the
{uperior part of the wound.. The two ligatures which -
had been left loofe were now tightened, the inferior
as well as the {uperior : the drefling was continued in
the fame manner as before, "and no more blood was
difcharged. In the evening he was free from fever
and the {uppuration was diminithed in. quantity one
balf. He was uncafly during the whole ni'ght, and
had only interrupted {fleep. :

On the 7th, the patient finding no return of the
hemorrhage, was much eafier ; the fever fubfided,
the fuppuration became again abundant, and even in-
creafed, till the 1oth, when the wound was injected
with decotion of bark to accelerate the deterfion
of the wound. The patient, who till now had taken
nothingbut broth, was indulged with foup and a li¢-
tle wine. On the r1th, the fuppuration was {o abun-
dant, that notwithftanding the frequent appliéation
of frefh dreflings, a confiderable quantity of pus col-

Jeéted
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le&ted at the bottom of the wound which from its
fituation could not be difcharged, as the incifion had
been made in the courfe of the artery and not in the
moft dependant part of the tumor. To obviate as
much as poflible any inconvenience refulting, a tlnck”’
and graduated comprefs was placed at thc poﬁ:enor
and internal part of the thigh. Sty

On the 12th, the collettion of pus was lcfs the pa-
tient regained his ftrength ; he was now allowed bread
and currant jelly in his foup. On the 15th the two
‘inferior ligatures fell off; the two fuperior were not
detached till three days afterwards.

On the 17th, notwithftanding the graduated com-
prefs placed at the pofterior and internal patt of the
thigh, the pus was furnithed in fuch quantity that it
again colleted at the bottom of the wound. Mr.
Default for fome days previous to this had fome in-
tention of making a counter opening, but he waited
till fuch time as he had no reafon to apprehend any
ferious accident from the aneurifm : he then divided
‘the integuments, which were very thin. The incifion
was made towards the third inferior part of the thigh,
near the inferior extremity of the firft divifion and at
the pofterior “part of the gracilis internus mufcle.
Lint was introduced, powdered with colophony, and
pledgets applied dipt in decoction of bark and honey
of rofes.

On the 18th, though the patlent was lald ohan in-
clined plane, in fuch a2 manner that the trunk and
fuperior part of the thigh were more clevated than
the reft of the limb, yet the pus was not difcharged

. , by
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by the counter-opening, and collected as before at the
bottom bf the wound. The tent of lint was howe-
ver continued till the 21ft day, when it was omitted,
as it was of no farther ufe. The pus was not dif-
charged by the counter-opening, except when the
thigh was elevated, being prevented in the intervals
between the dreffings by the unfavorable pofition of
the limb.  The wound made by the counter opening
was cicatrized in eight days aftcr the fuppreffion of the
lint tent. '

On the 24th, the fuppuration ftill continued abun-
dant; and although the ftrength of the patient was
kept up by analep‘tics, there was reafon to apprehend
a diarrhza and confequent weaknefs. | To prevent
this, pills were prefcribed compofed of extract of
bark, camphor, and fyrup of wormwood.

On the 26th, the granulations, which were pale,
were fprinkled with bark, which pra@ice was conti-
nued for three days. No apparent advantage bging
derived, and the difcharge fill continuing abundant,
and the granulations {oft and flaccid, an inje@ion was
made ufe of compofed of tincture of myrrh and aloes,
On the 30th, the injection was repeated each time of
drefling, which was now three times in the courfe of
the day. ; ‘

On the 31ft, the fuppuraiion had diminifhed, and
the patient complained of fome colicky ‘pains. An
emollient enema was thrown up, which procured fe-
veral ftools in the courfe of the night and the follow-
ing day. The ufe of the ‘injeGion was f{upprefied
and the fup_puranon became more abundant.

On



o B

On the 33d, he had no ftools in the courfe of the
night, the granulations became more firm,’the pus
improved in quality and diminithed in quantity. - The
wound was lefs in extent and depth, and covered all
over with granulations healthy and firm.

On the g7th, inftead of white pus, as in the pre-
ceding evening, a yellow matter was difcharged re-
{fembling a kind of jelly or lymph. The dreflings
were now only dry lint, a comprefs, and a circular
bandage. '

On the 42d, cicatrization was obvious, and the
wound was only dreffed once a day.

" On the goth, his general appearance improved,
the cicatrix advanced, and the difcharge ftill conti-
nued of the fame quality.

On the 54th, as the granulations were a little {pon-
gy, they were touched with the lapis infernalis. This
application was renewed the next day. :

On the 6oth, the cicatrix was nearly fini(hed, and
the leg and foot flightly moved.

On the 63d, the patient began to walk with the af-
fiftance of crutches. The leg and foot fwelled ina
flight degree, which fubfided on obferving an hori-
zontal pofition.

On the 27th of Auguft, 65 days after the opera-
tion, the wound was healed from the bottom and
perfedly cicatrized. The patieat left the hofpital on
the 10th of September, when he was capable of walk-
ing without crutches. He often returned to the hof-
pital from gratitude. The affected limb foon be-

€ame as {h'ono as the other.
Cafe
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L.

Cafeof a Peafant whofe Genital Organs were torn off
by the Wheel of a Carriage.

Exiraéled from the Bibliotheca Chirurgica of Richter,

vol. 7, page 594, tranflated wnto French. from the
German by M. Brewer, D.M, : ; -

peafant, 36 years of age, fell from his horfe
A under the wheel of a carﬂage onthe1gth of Au:
guft, 1782. His apron got entangled in fuch a man-
ner in the wheel as to draw his breeches along with i,
which, together with his genital orgahs, were en-
tirely torn off. At the moment he did not' experi-
ence violent pain, nor any lofs of recolleGion: he
even got up without affiftance, mounted his horfe,
and regained his own houfe, which was fituated about
two hundred paces diftant. - The hemorrhage, which
was trifling, ftopt of itfelf, The wound extended
from before backwards; from the {u perior part of the
pubis to within fome lines of the margin of the gnus ;
and occupied all the intervening {pace between the
_thighs. The urethra was torn off with the penis as -
far as the neck of the bladder., There remained no
veflige either of the fcrotum or the right tefticle. The
left teficle remained only atrached to the {permatic
cord, and was covered by its tunica vaginalis. The
{permatic cord fwelled to the fize of the tefticle itfelf, »
and refembled a penis divefted of its in‘tegumc'lr‘ll_l .
o €
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- The proftrate, contufed and torn, adhered by a few
fibres, and hung out of the wound, Before the mar-
gin of the anus, in the right groin, the inteftine
was expofled, which was the contents of an inguinal
hernia with which the patient bad been previoufly af-
flited. The wound was drefled, and the patient
bled, and ordered a nitrated drink. The pain and fever
were not' very confiderable; the urine, which was
fupprefled for the firft 36 hours, now flowed involun-
tarily and in great abundance, but the patient foon
recovered the power of retaining for fix hours or even
more. T Sk £
~ On the 15th day, the {permatic cord was divided
near the abdominal ring, without occafioning the
leaft hemorrhiage. On examination the cord was found
invefted with cellular fubftance, an inch in thicknefs,
but in a healthy ftate.  The tefticle was alfo perfeétly
found.* The patient was continued to be drefled in
the fame fimple manner, and the wound perfectly cured,
without any -unfavorable accident. The proftrate
remained for a confiderable time fo extremely fenfi-
ble, that the patient could not admit of its being flight-
ly touched without fuffering extreme pain. At length
however it got buried in the wound. The denuded
inteftine alfo re-entered the abdomen. The patient
no fconer began to walk, than a retention of urine

® Richter here obferves, that it would have.bech found
pra&ice to have preferved this part with the idea that nature
would elongate the fkin fufficient to cover it, which fhe has
effected in fimilar cafes.
3 came



o 1w )

cameon in confequence of intemperance : it was ac--
companied with the general {ymptoms, which dlfap-
peared after a few flight purges. The urinary, paﬁ'ages
continued to be affected from any intemperate irre-
gularity in his regimen. ' The cicatrization was per-
fett in ten weeks after the accident. There remained
an opening for the paffage of the urine three lines in
diameter, fituated under the fymphifis pubis, a little
to the left ide. The courfe of this fiftulous opening
could not be traced : it was only perceived that the
opening of the bladder did not correfpond with the
external opening, but was rather above its level. To
prevent the contraction of this new canal, a canula of
horn was introduced. Some time after the patient
withdrew it, as it was fuppofed, and it contracted im-
mediately to fuch a degree that it was with difficulty
a very {mall tube could be introduced.

The relator of the cafe has preferved the parts that
were torn off in fpirit of wine.

Cape
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Cafe of a Patient. cut for the Stone when none exiffed,
the Symptoms which deceived the Operator, and tbe
Appeamme of tbe Parts on Dz]éﬂzm

[By M. BLANC.] :

R. Blanc was confulted for a child of five

years of age, of a good conftitution, who for
fix months experienced great difficulty in paffing his
urine. ' From what he learned from the parents of the
origin and the courfe of the difeafe, united to the
rational and exiftent {ymptoms, he was led to fufpect
that there was a ftone in the bladder. To be com-
pleatly convinced, Mr. Blanc pafled a hollow found
into that cavity, and felt a body, the collifion of which
to the finger as well as to the ear perfuaded him that
it was a ftone; but however, to beftill more con-
vinced of the faé&, he pafled his finger up the reGtum,
and felt very diftin&ly the body, the prefence of
which had been felt by the found. The nature of the
difeafe now being to all appearance clear and decided, -
M. Blanc propofed the operation to the parents ;
who, from the confideration of the pain attendant on
the difeafe, readily gave their cohfent. The.,opera-
tion was performed on the 22d of May, 1791, in the
prefence of Mefirs. Derade and Refonard {urgeons.

Mr. Blanc made ufe of Mr. Hawkins’s gorget, as
improved
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improved by Mr. Default. - After'the parts were prge
perly divided, Mr. Blanc placed the index finger of
the right hand on the gorget, and pufhed it gently
into the bladder.  Some difficulty was experienced in
the introduction, which induced him to {fuppofe that
the incifion of the bladder was too fmall : he then
attempted to enlarge it a little by means of the gor-
get, on which he paffed the forceps. The difhiculty
Kexperienced in moving as well as in opening them,
“induced him to doubt whether they were in the blad-
der or no.  This was however afcertained by paffing
the catheter. The forceps were withdrawn, and new
but unfuccefsful endeavours were made to extrad the
ftone by means of the filver {coop. A noife was
however diftinttly heard, fimilar to that which might
be fuppofed to refult from the colifion of two hard

bodies, and which tended ftill more to confirm the ‘
idea of the exiftence of a calculus. The operation
» was however protracted for halfan hour, during which
the child fuffered exquifite pain. Mr. Blanc now de-
fifted from any farther refearches and ordered the child
to be put in the bath, which he fupported burt half an
hour. He was unwilling to take any thing; and
they could only get him to fwallow a few {poonfuls of
" broth a confiderable time after the operation. Dmf_ing
the whole nj ght he was drow{y and heavy ; convulfions
came on, and at the end of 24 hours the child expired.
The opening of the body explained the circumftance
that led to the error. No ftone was found to exift:
but the bladder was found compact, cartilaginous in
its circumference, and contracted to fuch a point, that
- it
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“it was fearce capgble to contdin two poonfuls of
fluid. S : *
From the incifion of the canal of the urethra, of
the proftrate gland, and of the neck of the bladder,
-being fmall in extent, the introduction of the forceps
became difficult ; and the coats of the bladder were
fo firm, that they would not admit of belnE torn.
After the kidnies, the ureters, and the bladder, were
taken out and exainined,« it was found that tfle left
kidney was very large, covered with tubercles red
and internally, in a ftate of fuppuration. The ureter
of the fame fide was as large as the finger throughout
its whole extent ; )and the coats of this tube refembled
the trachea arteria.  The ri ight kidney was nearly ina
natural ftate, but the correfpondent ureter was fufh-
c1ently large to admit a writing pen. But the cir-
cumftance that principally led to the fuppoﬁtion of
the exiftence of a ftone in the bladder, was the fen-
fation refulting from the prefence of the catheter in {o
confined a cavity, whofe coats were of a horny tex- -
tare, and which gave to the finger and ear the fenfa-
tion of a hard body, when ftruck by the beak of the
inftrument. .Even after the bladderiwas taken out,
the affiftants all agreed that the collifion .they felt on
introducing the catheter might impofe on " their fenfa-
tions. Mr. Default here remarks, and with great
juftice, that the caufes that led to Mr. Blancls error,
might deceive other lithotomifts; and that their pub-
l_xcatlon cannot but be otherwife than ufeful, without
being the leaft injurious to the deferved reputation of
-the {urgeon.
Vor. II. Pl LUX-
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LUXATIONS OF THE HUMERUS,
. Lsxation dazvnwaré’.r-. :
b C'AS E L

M BASTEON, 35 years of age, luxated her hu-

o merus downwards by a fall on her right el-

bow,which at the time was diftant from the body. The
woman caime to the hofpital on the 7th of September,

1788, a few hours after the accident. The fhoulder
and arm were lower and the humerus fi tuated more

inwards than natural : the acromion projected ; beneath
which a confiderable depreflion was obferved. There
was a confiderable elevation in the hollow of the ax-

illa, formed by the head of the humerus. The arm

would not admit of being carried forwards, backwards,

or inwards, without moving the fhoulder, and at the
fame time caufing exquifite pain. The motion out-

wards was eafier, and attended with lefs uneafinefs.

The reunion of fym toms juft defcribed, left no doubt

of the exiftence and nature of thée luxation, whlcb

was reduced in the iollowmg manner.

The patient was feated in a high chair, with the
uninjuted fide againft the hack. A round thick cul h-
don was placed in the axilla of the affeted fidé,

. under
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under which a theet was paffed folded in fuch amarner
as to form from four to five inches in width : the ends
of this fheet were united above the healthy fhoulder
andheld by two affiftants, which ferved to fix the
trunk and to keep up a conftant extenfion without
ating on the pectoralis major and the latiffimus dorfi.
Two other affiftants kept up an extenfion by holding
the fore-arm above the wrift. They then condutted
thearm gradually towards the fide, whilft Mr. Default
drew the fuperior part of the arm upwards, with the
intention of conducing it into the glenoid cavity. It
was reduced in this manner with the greateft facility,
and*from this time the patient could execute the dif-
ferent motions of the arm without the leaft inconveni-
ence. A flight pain remained in the articulation,
which was{oon removed by wearing thearmin a fling
and approaching it clofe to the trunk. The fhoulder
was bathed with the aq. vegito. By means of exercife
the ftiffnels of the limb {ubfided; and ten days from
the time of the reduction, the patient was as well as
before the accxdent

Iz " CASE
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{By Mr. ANTHAUME, Surgeon to the Hétel Dieu. |

J SELIGN’E, a robuft man, 44 years of age, fell .
e on the point of his (houlder from a height about
nine feet, on the 1gth of July, 1791. The pain,
which was increafed on moving the arm, and the
fwelling which took place almoft inftantly, determined
him to apply the fame day at the Hétel Dieu. - In-
dependent of the fymptoms pointed out in the pre-

ceding cafe, and which characerized a luxation of

the arm, there was an extraordinary degree of mobi-

ity in the head of the humerus. This part would
admit of being moved with equal facility againft the

external edge of the pectoralis major, the anterior

edge of the latiffimus dorfi, and againft the fkin of the

axilla, according to the different direttions given to

the motions of the arm :—circumftances that led to

the fuppofition that the head of the bone was out of

the capfular ligament. The fame means of reduction
were employed as in the preceding cafe. Two affift-
ants kept up an extenfion by means of a napkin fe-

cured rgund the wrift of the patient, whilft two others

kept the trunk fixed by means of a fheet, whofe action

on the mufcles was prevented as before by the intro-

duction of a cufhion in the axilla. Their endeavours
were however ineffeCtual for fome time; and it was
! not
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‘not till after an equal and conftant extenfion had been
kept up for fome minutes, that the mufcles; wearied
out, fuffered the head of the humerus to flip into the
glenmd cavity., The bone appeared to have rcgamed
its cavity, although its reduftion was not attended
with that noife which almoft alw'ay's' occurs in recent
luxations ; but foon afterwards the bone was again
dlﬂocated nor was the: redu@ion poffible.
~ From this circumftance Mr. Default Judgéd that
the head of the bone had pufhed before it the capfular
ligament, into which cavity it could not re-enter,
from the narrownefs of the aperture formed at the
time of the luxation.. In confequence of this opinion,
he moved the arm in every poffible direttion, with
the view of enlarging”the opening. He foon felt
{fomething tear, which apprized him that his views
were accomph(hed The extenfion was again com-
menced, with a view of vanqulfhmg the reﬁi’cance of
the mufcles. No difficulty was now experienced in
the reduftion. The humerus was however very much
difpofed to be luxated, and to prevent it, a dreffing
was employed nearly fimilar to what is recommended
in the firft volume of the Journal for frattures of the
Clavicle. The whole fhoulder was covered with a
poultice moiftened with aq. veg. The next day the
patient was feverith ; the tongue was cov rered with a
thick and yellow mucus; the mouth bitter, dccom-
panied with frequent naufea. A grain of emetic tar-
tar was added o his drink, which procufed fome bi=
lious ftools, and produced a difappearance of the

{ymptoms. A confiderable {welling now affected the
; s / fhoulder,
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ihouldcr, which difappeared in five days from the
conftant application of the cataplafm.

On the 6th day, a new bilious difpofition manifefted
itfelf, which was fuccefsfully combated by a grain of
emetic tartar infufed in a pint of drink.  From this
day conftant exercife was employed, with the view of
diff pating a confiderable ftiffnefs which ftill exifted in
the articulation. . This rigidity of the joint gradually
diminifhed, and in fuch a manner, that at the end of
a month he was capable of executing all the different

motions of the arm, but WIth fome degrcc of dxﬁiculty
and conftraint.

R

Cafe of a Luxation inwards,

[By Mr. FAUCHERON, formerly Surgeon to the
Hotel Dieu,]

&

M GORRON, 63 years of age, as the was carry-

e ing a burthen was thrown down, on the right
fide. - At the inftant, the elbow was removed from
the body and carried a lictle backwards. She pxtched
on this part againft the pavement. A great portion
of the head of the humerus being pufhed downwards
and mwards, patled out of the articular cavity, tore

‘ the
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the capfular ligament, and became fituated between

“the fubfcapularis mufcle and the fofla of the fame
name.

This woman, who came immediately to the Hotel
Dicd, had the affeced fhoulder lower than the other,
and_the fore-arm in a ftate of demi-flexion. The hu-
‘merus was directed towards the middle of the clavicle,
the elbow removed from the trunk and fituated a little
backwards. A depreffion was remarked unde the
acromion and an obvious projection under the pecto-

 ralis major.. Mr. Default having feated the patient .

~ina chair, placed the hand of the affeited fide between
his knees, and whilft he kept up an extenfion in this
manner, conducted with his hands the head of the hu-
merus into its cavity, by drawing upwards and back

" wards the fuperior part of the arm. After the reduc-
tion was completed, the (houlder was covered with 2
catapla{m moiftened with aq. veg. As neither {wel-
ling or pain fupervened, no application was ufed aftec
the third day. The woman left the hofpital on the
»th day, and executed every motion of the arm thh‘
eafe and convenience.

.

" Three more cafes’of Luxations of the Humerus are ve-
lated im the j’aurnal de Chirurgie; but as nearly the
fame mBans were adopted for their reduttion, and as the
circumftances vary but little, the 73 rargﬂator ba§ emitted

their mj&rtzm 4
E

S o g



Rl

(134 )

¥
The GENERAL History of tbe Treatment of
: Luxanons. , .

The contemporaries of Hippocrates diftinguithed
luxations of the humerus into four forts; upwards,
downwards, forwards, and backwards : but this cele-
brated writer admitted only of the luxation down-
wards, the only one he had 'met with in his prac-
tice. He proves at length, that the accident whichs
in his time was taken for a luxation forwards, was
nothing elfe but a projeftion of the head of the
bone, which naturally in thin perfons is extremely
obvious; a difpofition of parts that many gbyﬁcianS‘
of his time miftook for a difeafed alteration. Ta
diflinguith a luxation, we are recommended by this
author to compare the affeted with the other fide,
and to be cautious not to be deceived by the extraor-
dinafy fituation of the arm and the difficulty of mo-
tion; {ymptoms in themfelves equivocal, and often
produccd by a fimple contuﬁon, and the confeqUem
pain. :
The {ymptoms that are mentioned by Hlppocrates,
as chara&eriftic of this accident, are a tumor in the
axilla formed by the head of t_h¢ bone, a cavity in that
part ndturally occupicd by the fuperior part of the
bone, and a projection formed by the acromonion
above this cavity. Thislaft fymptom, he mentions,’
is equivocal, as 1t occurs equally in fractures of the

aporis
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apophyfis. In this luxation the elbow is feparated
from the trunk, nor can it be approached but by ex-
ternal force, which produces violent pain. The fore-
arm remains always in fuch a ftate of extenfion,
that it cannot be fufficiently bent for the patient to
carry hishand to hisear.

For the reduttion, Hippocrates firlt dc{'cnbes the
moft fimple means, which were employed by the
wreftlers and athlet, who were conflantly fubject to
thisaccident. He afterwards points out more com-
plicated methods, of which phyficians might avail
themfelves when the former means were found inade-
‘quate to the end. The firft method was to place the
fift in the patlent s axilla, to raife the head of the
bone, bringing at the fame time the elbow from the
fides, and pufhing it againft the ribs with the knee,
or by means of an affiftant, who was defired to apply
his forehead at the fame time againft the thoulder as a
fupport ; $-

The fecond was to place the fore-arm of the af-
feted fide behind the back ; then with one hand to
grafp the elbow, and _puth the humerus upwards,whilft
the other was fituated at the pof‘ccl ior part of the arti-
culation to fupport the fhoulder. Thefetwo methods,
rude and indifferent as they are, were frequently at-

tended with fuccefs.

In the third, the patient was laid on his back ',

whilft the furgeon, feated on the fame fide as the lux- %

ated. limb, kept up an extenfion on the wrift, pu[hmg,

%

in the head of the bone by means of the heel in. the

axilla, in the cavity of which, and as clo{g as Poiﬁgle
o8 v
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to the ribs, a cufhion or ball was direted to be placed.
During this time, an affiftant, feated behind the head
of the patient, pufthed the fhoulder down with his
foot, retaining the ball at the fame time in its firua-
tion by means of a band which he drew towards him.
The fourth method was to place the axilla of the
luxated fide on the (houlder of a vigorous and taller
man than the patient, who was to raife himfelf fud-
denly, and draw down the patient’s arm ; the trunk
then remained fuf] pended, and formed a counter-poife.
Such were the modes employed by the wreftlers
~ and others engaged in gymnaftic exercifes from time
immemorial. The means of reduction in ufe fince the
time of Hippocrates,- and which are to be found in
all modern books, are only machines {ubftituted for
fimple methods, acting certainly on the fame princi-
ple but {ufceptible of greater force, fuch asthe peftle,
the ladder, and the macline fo famous by the name
of ambi, an inftrument preferred to all others by H]p-
pocrates ; and ‘which he conceived adequate to the
reduction of luxations, even of long ftanding. - The
peftle was nothing elfe. but the inftrument of that
name, or fimply a ftick, one end of which refted on
the groundor on a table, whilft the other, wellPguarded
with linen, was placed in the cavity of the axilla, and
ferved to pufh up the head of the bone ; an extenfion
was made on the arm, whilft an affiftant &ept the
* trunk fixed, preffiiig the fhoulder down at the fame
time. The ladder was employed on the fame plan,
after an eminence was formed and fufficiently guarded
to.be adapted to thecavity of the axilla, « ‘
: #he |
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The ambi, as recommended by Hippocrates, was
not a very complicated machine: it was fimply a
piece of wood or a plank, about two fingers breadth
in thicknefs, nearly of the fame length as the luxated
limb, and wide in proportion to the fize of the arm.
One of, the extremities terminated like a wedge,
rounded in its circumference with a {mall edge, which
was fituated between the trunk and the head of the
bone when the inftrument was apphcd to the axilla.
The inftrument was then applied to the whole length
of the arm, and fecured by a number of bands; one
near the neck of the humerus, another above the con-
dyles, and the third to the wrift, The axilla, or
rather the correfpondent portion of the inftrument,
was fixed to a crofs bar fupported by two uprights,
- and {ufficiently raifed to compel the patient to ftand
on tip-toe. Amnaffiftant retained the trunk, towards
whom the {urgeon conducted the arm, forming a qua—
drature of a circle. -

For want of a crofs bar ﬁxed on two uprights, a
ladder, a door, and the back of a chair, have been
employed, with the patient feated fideways.

Hippocrates remarks, that luxations happen more
rarely, and are more difficult to reduce, in ftrongand
mufcular habits, than in weak perfons, whofe joints
are relaxed, :

When  the luxation is recent, the reducion is ef-
feted with eafe, often before the”operator has con-
ceived that he has made a fufficient extenfion ; but it
is very different with tuxations of long ftanding ; and
when reduced, it is difficult to retain the bone in its

B fitu-
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fituation, from the tendcncy of the humcms to ﬂlp
.out of its fituation, from a ﬂefhy excrefcence that of-
ten forms in the glenoid cavity.

The precaution we fhould obferve, to prevent this
from happening, is to keep the arm clofe to the trunk,
and {upport the elbow by means of a bandage, firlt
filling up the cavity of the axilla. This px‘aéhce
fhould never be negletted, thoucrh neither pain or
difficulty of motion thould exift. When inflamma-
‘tion fupervenes, we have lefs reafon to apprehend a
relaple, but then we have difficulty of motion confe-
quent to the {welling and pain in thefe cafes.

Hippocrates recommends the application of a ce-
rate to the fhoulder with thick compreffes {upported
by a bandage; but the remedy on which he places
the principal reliance 1s friction on the part affeted ; a
method well calculated to' give tone to relaxed parts,
and to relax thofe that are too rigid.

Such is the abridgement of the pracice of Hippo-
crates on the fubject of luxations of the humerus pro-
duced by an external caufe. -~ Celfus, in addition to
the fymptoms of the luxation downwards, mentions
that the arm is longer than that of the oppofite fide.
"This author admits of the luxation inwards, in which
cafe the arm is extended, though lefs than natural,
and the elbow is brought with more difficulty forward
than backward. For the reduion of the luxation
downyards, when'the patient is not very ftrong, he
recommends him to be feated in a high chair ;- and
whilft two affiftants keep up an extenfion on the arm,
and a counter extenfion on the fcapula, . the furgeon

pufhes'
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puﬂxes in the head of the bone with his knee placed
in the axilla, retaining the fcapula with one hand, and
with the other debafes the arm to the trunk, In the
moft dificult cafes he has recourfe to the ambi of
Hippocrates with the ladder.

To reduce the diflocation forward, he laud the pa-
tient on his back. An aﬂif’cant extended the arm,
whilft another, fituated behind the head of the patient,
kept up a counter extenfion by means of a band
placed under the axilla of the luxated fide. During
this time, the fur geon with one hand turned away the
patient’s head, and with the other puthed the fhoul-
der upward‘s, and in this way puthed the head of the

" humerus into its cavity. The author adds, that this
is lefs difficult of reduction than the luxation down-
wards. ; iy

Galen, in his commentaries on Hippocrates, fays,
that the humerus can be luxated downwards, up-
wards, outwards, and forwards, on account of there
being no oppofition neither on the fide of the articu-
lation nor from the furrounding parts. He does not,
however, inf};ance~ a cafe of a luxation forwards.
With refpe to the luxation upwards, which he thinks
poffible, and the luxation inwards, which he con-
ceives impoffible, it is difficult to comprehend what
‘he means. :

The phy{' cian of Pergamus attributes the weaknefs
and thinnefs that fupervenes in the mufcles of the
limb, when incapable of being reduced, to want
-of exercife; 2 circumftance that ¢fcaped the notice
of Hip pocratcs.

Oribaﬁus,
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Onbaﬁus, in that part of his compxlz!ﬁﬁn %efer\red
by Heliodorus, admits the luxation of the humerus

downwards, (when the head of the bone is in the ax-
illa,) forwards and backwards. He carefully defcribes
many complicated machines, invented and employed
by his predeceflors when the Ordmary methods were
found infufficient, g

The firlt of thefe machines is a Iadder, nearly re-
fembling that of Hippocrates. To that rounded part
of the ladder deftined for the receptlon of the axilla
was attached a piece of wood cut out in a wedge-like
form, the thick and round part of which (guarded
with a kind of mattrafs) was placed from the fide of
the trunk. At the bottom of the ladder was a kind of
roller, fimilar to the axle tree of a hand-mill, which
kept up the extenfion of the arm by means of a band
fixed above the condyles of the humerus, the ends of
which were attached to this kind of axle tree, round
which they revolved ; whilft the trunk of the patient,
fufpended on the other fide of the ladder, formed 2

- counter extenfion. This machine ferved for every
fpecies of luxation : the procedure of the furgeons
and his affiftants only varied. :

In the luxation downwards, when the axle tree had
kept up a fufficient extenfion, the furgeon drew the
fuperior part of the arm upwards and outwards, by
means of the end of a bandage, the middle of which
was carried under the axilla : the axle tree was then
loofed and the head of the bone conduéted into its
cavity. To reduce the luxation forwards, a ftronger

extenfion was kept up than for the preceding. The
furgeon
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furgeonWithi@ne hand conducted the elbow forwards
and againft the ladder; afd puthed the head of the
““bone backwards by prefling with the palm of his hand
that eminence which is formed by the pectoralis muf-
cle. During this time an affiftant fupported the fca-
pula, whilftanother with his hands round the patient’s
neck drew the trunk from the fide oppoﬁte to the ex-
tenfion. ;

The reduction of the diflocation outwards was per-
formed in the fame way, except that the direction was
precifely contrary.

Some pratitioners recommend the extenfion to be
made differently—the band to be fixed above and the
condyles of the humerus attached to one of the
dower ﬁeps of the ladder. The middle of a long cord,
placed under the axilla, embraced the fhoulder; its
ends were pafed in two pulliesat the top of the ladder,
then defcended to be attached to the axle tree, in fuch
a way that the extenfion was formed by the elevation of
the thoulder, whilft the arm remained fixed. Oribafius
does not approve of this method. When the patient was
incapable” of ftanding upright, they placed horizon-

 tally'a ladder or a bench pierced with holes, to which
the bands and the axle tree was fixed. For the luxa-
tion downwards and forwards they laid the patient onx
his back, and on his belly for the luxation backwards.
They maintained a counter extenflon by means of 2
band which embraced the axilla of the patient, and
whofe ends, directed obliquely from the oppofite fide,
were fecured or the other fi dc of the head : or con-
formable
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formable.to Oribafius’s plan, fixed theftrudk by 2
band which paffed round the thorax under the axilla,
‘The fame author defcribes another machine which
acts on. the fame principle. This was a kind of
chair, the back of which was raifed in fuch a way that
the patient remained fufpended. When, the axilla
was placed on the fuperior crofs bar, this crofs barre-
volved round, by which means it inclined-the king' of
wedge which was placed in the mi{ddle. It was fixed
by a peg. The extenfion was kept up by a fimilar
axle tree to that of the ladder; with this difference,
that the ends of the bands fixed on the humerus were
refleted by fixed pullies placed above and below the
axle tree, before it was fecured to the inftrument.

Paulus Eginetus admits with Oribafius three {pecies
of luxations;—downwards, which occurs moft fre*
quently ; inwards and outwards, which happen more
rarely. The ambi, which he employed for the reduc-
tion, was rounded like a peftle at the end, which cor-
refponded to the axilla; inftead of thin and hollow,
like theambi propofed by Hippocrates and adopted
by Celfus.

Paulus Eginetus even withed that the crofs bar or
ladder which fupported the injured axilla during the
reduction, thould be raifed in fuch a way as to fuf-
pépd the trunk of the patient. Avicenna admitted
the luxation outwards and rejected all the reft: he
made ufe of the ladder and the door in the fame man-
ner as the moderns' have fince employed them; that
Is to fay, that the counter extenfion was kept up by
the fufpended body, whillt the extenfion was made

: : on
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on thearm. He alfo employed the peftle; but in~
ftead of fupporting it, like the Greeks, on the earth
“or ona table, he caufed it to be held by a ftrong man,
who exerted all his ftrength to puth up the head of
the humerus, This author was acquainted with the
paralyfis which often occurs {ubfequent to a luxation
and regarded this a‘ccident as the natural effects of vio-
lent extenfion.. - :

Albucafis alfo admits of three{pecies of luxatxon,
but different to thofe mentioned by Oribafius and
Paulus : one downwards, in the axilla; one forwards,
on the fide of the thorax; and a third, which very
rarely occurs, upwards, at the fuperior part of the
fhoulder; the Arabian furgeon only employed his
hands for the extenfion and conformation when the
luxation was forwards ;. when the reduction was diffi-
cult he ufed baths and embrocations. Ambrofe Paré
admlts of the luxation upwards; in which cafe the
head of the humerus is fituated behind the clavicle.
Toreduce it, he raifed the elbow in removing it from
the trunk ; prefling at the fame time on the head of
the bone ; or laid the patient on his back, and had
the extenfion kept up by an affiftant.  For the luxa-
tion downwards he employed the means recommend-
ed by Hippocrates. He prefers the ambi to all the
others. The one he ufes is mounted on a beam, fe-

_ curely fixed by a peg of iron, whi¢h paffes in a hole
pierced near the extremity that ought to be placed:
* under the axilla. = One of his contemporaries added
two wings to this inftrument, - which embraced for-
Vor, 1L K wards
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wards and backwards the fuperlor part of the arm and
prevented it from fhaking,.

In difficult cafes, Paré made ufe of pulhes to kecpv

up the extenfion. One end of the pully was attached
to the arm and the other to a fixed point : one afiift!
ant retained the trunk, by means of a band paffed on
the patients fhoulder, the ends of whxch he drew
downwards and backwards. :
- Fabricius Hildanus employed alfo the pully, but
inftead of fixing them as Paré, above the condyles of
the humerus, he attached them to the wrift ;: for the
counter extenfionhe contrivedanironball guarded with
comprefles, fupported with a handle of the {fame me-
tal, which was fixed by meansof a fcrew on the bench
where the patient was laid.

Petit diftinguithes four cafes of luxation of the arm :
downwards on the fide of the fcapula ; outwards on
the fpine of that bone; inwards in the hollow of the
axillay and forwards againft the coracoid procefs of
the fcapula and the clavicle. He obferves that the
arm is rarely luxated direftly downwards and that
it 1s with difficulty luxated outwards. The fymp-
toms of the luxation downwards are thofe pomted
out by Hippqcrates and Celfus.

In the luxation outwards the elbow is carried in-
wards and approaches the thorax, The patient is in
pain when it is removed. The armis almoft alw?ys
longer than that of the oppofite fide. In the luxation
in the axilla, the fymptoms are the fame as when lux-
ated downwards, except that the elbow is carried a

little backwards and the fore-arm bent ; the arm is
gene-

/
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_g’erieraﬂy longer than natural. The figns of a luxa=
tion forwards are; a tumior formed by the head of the
bone, which is felt between the coracoid procefs and
the clavicle, a cavity under the acromion, biit lefs
than. in luxatlons downwards; the arm is fhortened,

the fore-arm a ‘httle bent, the elbow more {eparated
from the trunk and fituated more backwards than in
other luxations. When the head of the humerus is
fituated forwarrls, under the pectoral mufcle, it is diffi-
cult to reduce ; when fituated outwards, is eafy; butthe
moft favorable of all is the diflocation direé: ly down-
wards.  On the contrary, when the humerus is deeply
puthed in, and the head of the bone fituated under
the axilla, 1t 1s always attended with danger, as the
head ‘of the bone prefles on the axillary veffels and
nerves, and produces a train of very ferious {ymptoms.
With fat people thefe luxations are difficult to re-
duce.

This celebrated praé’citioner has analyfed the great-
eft part of the different methods employed by Hip-
pocrates, and has pointed out their inconveniences.
He prefers the following method, though he does not
conceive it will be efficient in every cafe : he keeps up
the extenfion by means of affiftants; who hold the
inferior part of the arm whilft others keep the trunk
and the fcapula fixed; the furgeon then attempts the
reduction by embracing with his ‘hands the fuperior
part of the humerus, and raifing it with a towel
paffed under the injured axilla and .tied round his
neck. In thefe difficult cafes, Petit invented a ma-

chme calculated to reduce every fpe(:les of luxation of
K2 the
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the arm: this isa pully attached to a kind of ambi,
compofed of two beams joined together by crofs bars =
this machine terminates on one fide by two branches,
which are placed both behind and before the beeaft ;
© apiece of ticking, with a hole rent in the middle for
the introduction of the patient’s arm, ferving as an -
“ arc boutant” according to the exprefﬁon of the pa-
tient, by means of a pouch which terminates it on
each fide, and in which the_correfpofident portion of
the machine was engaged. The fixed part of the
pully was of the oppofite fide to thefe branches. A
filk cord that paffed on the pullies was fixed by one
end above the condyles of the humerus,and the other
to the axle tree. The furgeon inclines the machine,
more or lefs, with the view of relaxing the mufcles as
much as poflible; prefling the extremity of the ma-
chine, where the pully is attached, againftthe ground,
with one hand he then makes the extenfion, by mov-
ing the axle tree, and with the other prefles againft
the fuperior part of the humerus. After the reduc-
tion, Petit applies comprefles dipped in alum and
brandy, and retained by means of the fpica bandage.
The fore-arm was fupported in a fling.

Heifter enumerates four fpecies of luxatlon down-
~ wards in the axilla ; forwards under the pectoralis ;
backwards under. the {capula ; and outwa.rds under
the {pine of that bone.

This furgeon points out a_great number of ma-
chines for the reduction of the humerus, but does not
hold them'in high eftimation. He adopts the opi-

nion of Gonei and Douglafs; who abfolutely reject
- S the
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the ufe of all forts of machines, and concurs in think=
ing that robuft and intelligent affiftants are adequate
to the purpofe. : :

Duvemy is defirous to prove, that the luxation of

the humerus is in the firft inftance downwards, as
‘Hippocrates has obferved, and that the luxations
forwards and backwards are only confecutive. This
author conceives that in the luxation forwards the head
of the bone is fituated between the pectoralis major
and minor. He fuggefts an improvement on the
ambi of Hippocrates.

Dupony, Fabre and Hevin, decline the ufe of ma-
chines. They keep up an extenfion on the wrift and
a counter extenfion on the fuperior part of the thorax,
by means of a napkin placed on a cufhion, which
filled up the cavity of the axilla to prevent any com-
preffion on the pe&oralis major and latiffimus dorf.
German furgeons concur in opinion with Petit that it
is important to keep the fcapula fixed at the time the
counter-extenfion is kept up. Richter, in the 7th
volume of the Bibliotheca Chirurgica, mentions a
machine, fimple in its conftruction, invented by a
Mr. Huflon, furgeon, of Amfterdam, which is pre-
ferred by the Dutch to all others, but he has not
given a defcription of -this inftrument, :

According to Bell, the humerus is more frequently
luxated downwards in the axilla, fometimes down-
wards and forwards, and very rarely downwards and
outwards under the fpine of the fcapula. This fur-
geon defcribes the means of reduction moft in ufe,

and confiders their advantages and inconveniences :
K 3 he
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he has alfo given an engraving of the ambi, as im-
provedeby Freke, which is the fame as Duverney’s,
with the addition of an axle tree, When this mac'hine
is employed, the counter-extenfion is kept up by
means of a girch placed on the injured thoulder, and
fecured to an iron pin fixed in the floor, near the feet
of the patient, and of the fide oppofed to the luxa-
tion, ~ This author difapproves of every fpecies of
lever, and thinks, with Heifter, that the reduction may
be always effected without the afiftance of machines,
at leaft when it is recent. * Mr. Bell obferves, that fuc-
cefs is more frequently obtained by the art with which
the extenfion is diretted than by actual force. Here-
commends the {urgeon toa in fucha way asto relax
the petoralis and other mufcles at the time the €x-
tenfion is made. ;

What has been related is nearly the pra&ice obs
ferved by the ancients and moderns. We fee that
authors difagree concerning the place by which the
head of the bone efcapes, and its fituation fubfequent
to its diflocation from the articular cavity. We find
in the works of the beft writers the fame fpecies of
luxation indicated under different names and the fame
names applied to different fpecies. Afterthis is itafto-
nithing therefore that our ideas fhould be confufed on
this fubject? It is however of the firft importance to
alcertain, in each fpecies of luxation, the precife part
of the glenoid cavity from which the head of the bone
has efcaped, the rout that it has followed, and the
place whereit is fituated. An acquaintance with thefe
circumftances would tend much to point out a proper

~applicas
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application of the curative means. Let us {fuppofe
the glenoid cavity to confift of four edges ; a fupe-
rior, an inferior, an internal, and an external. Itis
evident that the bone cannot efcape by the f{uperior
edge: the tendon of the biceps, the fupra {pinatus, the
coracoid and acromion procefles, the triangular liga-
ment and the deltoid mufcle form on this fide an in-
furmountable batrier. It is not the fame with refpe&
to the three others : neither the nature of the articu-
lation or the furrounding parts afford an infurmount-
able obftacle to the luxation of this bone; for by the
application of an adequate force it will admit of be-
ing diflocated at either of its fides.

In the luxation downwards, the head of the hume-
rus pafles out of the inferior part of the capfular liga-
ment, and is fituated between the tendon cf the anco-
naus magnus and that of the fubfcapularis, under the
infe'rior’edge of the fcapula. In the luxation inwards,
the head of the bone efcapes at the internal edge of
the articulation, and becomeslodged between the muf-
cle and the f{ubfcapularis fofla. If the bone 1s lux-
ated outwards, it will be fituated between the fupra-
{pinatus and the foffa of the fame name, after having
torn the external part of the capfule, The two firft
kind of luxations are frequent, and generally occa-
fioned by falls. A fall on the fide, whilft the arm is
feparated from the trunk, the elbow raifed, the direc-
tion of the head of the humerus downwards,<and in-
deed almoft out of the cavity, will ftretch violently
the inferior part of the ligament; and if the fall is vio-

K 4 Jent,
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lent, the ligament will be torn, and the humerus lux-
ated downwards. .~ oy B

The luxation inwards takes place on the fame prm-
ciples, if the elbow is fituated behind and removed
from the trunk. With refpe® to the luxation out-
wards, it 1s neceflarily a rare occurrence, as no cafes.
have been hitherto related.  We can conceive that it
only can happen but at the time the arm is brought to
the trunk, and carried towards the oppofite fhoulder.
This acc1dent rarely happens without a concurrence
of very extraordinary circumftances. Such are the
luxations that we may term primitive. The head of
the bone, when it has paffed out of its cavity, does
not always reft in the part where it was originally
fituated : a frefh fall, the efforts of the patient, the
inconfiderate condu& of the affiftants, and a number
of other caufes, may produce an alteration in the na-
ture of the luxation, which we term confecutive, = It
is thus, that when the humerus is in the firft inftance
luxated downwards, it pafles between the fofla and the
{ubfcapularis muftle to form the confecutive luxation
inwards. It is thus that the confecutive luxation
takes place upwards, when the head of the bone paffes
by the inferior or internal part of the caplfule, and
mounts afterwards behind the clavicle. - If this third
{pecies is not what Galen means by his luxation up-
wards, it is certainly what is meant by Paré; and the
manner in which it has been defcribed by this laft au-
thor, proves that he has met with it in his practice.

However it is a rare accident ; and the bone mounts
bt
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but by flow degrees behind the clavicle, and a confi-
derable time after the pnmltxve luxation.

- M. Default has preferved, in his anatomical cabl-
net, an inftance of this {pecies of luxation. The head
had formed a new articular cavity behind the clavi-
cle, and was united to the furroundlng parts by new
formed ligaments.

On the whole, we may dxﬁmgm{h ﬁve {pecies of
luxations of thearm : 1. the primitive luxation down-
wards; 2. the primitive luxation inwards; 3. the
primitive luxation downwards, and confecutively in-
wards ;* 4. the prlmltlve luxation downwards or in-
wards, and confecutively upwards 5 '5. the luxation
outwards and backwards.

The luxation downwards is always primitive, and
when upwards always confecutive ; but the two fpe-
cies of luxation forward are incapable of being dif-
tinguithed from each other ; ; the commemorative
ﬁgns are the only means to dnﬁmgmfh them; and it
would be the fame with luxations outwards, if they
were {ometimes primitive and fometimes confecutive.
Agreeable to Petit’s idea, and other {fubfequent wri-
ters, if it is not always eafy to diftinguifh whether
luxations are primitive or confecutive, we can how-
" ever find no difficulty in difcovering the particular
fpecies.  The fracture of the acromion has impofed
on practitioners fince the time of Hippocrates, as the
projection of this procefs was the only obJe& 6f their

* Thefe two laft fpecies are the fame without doubt as the
Juxation downwards of Hippocrates and Petit,
i ; attention.
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attention. It was the {ame with  the fratiire of the
clavicle, which deceived the wreftlers in the time of :
Galen : but this could never happen to ajudici,mﬁ
“and attentive furgeon, A fraGure of the neck of the
humerus is very apt to lead to an erroneous prognof-
tic. 7 : ) :

Often the fuperior extremity of the difplaced frag-
ment of the bone is fituated forwards and inwards,
and {eems directed towards the middle of the clavi-
cle; the elbow is fituated behind ; the arm, removed
from the trunk, cannot be brought to the body with-
out pain, and the fhoulder is unnaturally deprefled,
even more than in a luxation. This laft circamftance
will alone throw light on the nature of the complaint;
but there are other characeriftic figns, which in ge-
neral will lead to a difcovery of this accident.

When fwelling has not fupervened, the end of the
inferior fragment may be felt, which, from the touch,
1s ealy to diftinguifh from the head of the bone; and
unlefs there is extraordinary tumefaion of the fhoul-
der, we may be always certain that the head of the
humerus 1s in the cavity, and that it is no longer the
center of revolution for the arm; the crepitus may
alfo be generally felt, at leaft when the fradure is re-
cent. 'The means that have been adopted for the re-
duction of luxations may be divided into three gene-
ral claffes : in the one, the bone 1s puthed  into the
articular cavity without anyfenfible extenfion; in the
other, the head of the humerus is difengaged by the
gxtenfion, and by the adjacent parts conducted inta

Ats
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its natural fituation; and a third clafs is the refult of
the other two methods combined. %

All the means employed by Hippocrates, except-
ing one, were by impulfion. When the fift was
placed in the axilla, and the elbow removed from the
trunk, the head of the humerus was pufhed out-
wards, at the fame time that it was drawn upwards,
as much by the action of the mufcles as by the re-
action of the fuperior motion of the capfular liga-
ment. From the combination of thefe two forces -
there refults one effet, abfolutely the fame as when
the elbow is puthed from behind forwards and from
below upwards, as in the fecond mode adopted by the
gymnaftics.

In both cafes nothing more'is done than forcing
the head of the humerus to flide on the inferior edge
of the {capula, as on an inclined plane : it is the fame
with the fourth method, where the patient is lifted on
the fhoulders of a firong man, The ambi, in what-
ever manner it is applied, acts on the fame principle,
as it is only a longer and a ftronger lever fubftituted
for one of lefs length and force, which in the other
methods was formed bj the arm.

All thefe various methods may be employed,
though not without bruifing in a greater or lefs de-
gree the head of the humerus itfelf, and the parts with
which it is conneéted ; but in cafes of luxations in-
wards, to this firft inconvenience we may add their
inutility, ‘independent of the bruifing and contufion,
which in this cafe will produce very ferious confe-
quences, The head of the humerus does not; as in

e the
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the luxation downwards, form an inclined plane for
inftead of fliding into the glenoid cavity, it is puthed
more under the fubfcapulary foffa, where it remounts
behind the clavicle. It is alfo often 1mpoﬁible to dif-
cover the fide in which is the aperture m the capfular
llgament : : - o
Extenfion is not produ&ive of thefe inconve-
niences, for by this method the articulation and the
adjacent parts are not {ubjeét to contufion. Extenfion
is calculated for every {pecies of luxation, and its ap-
plication does not require the {furgeon to be ac-
quainted with the precife fituation of the opening In
the capfular ligament: if the extenfion is conveniently
applied and properly directed, the reduction generally
takes place of itfelf. In the luxation downwards, for
example, the humerus cannot defcend, without pull-
ing down in folds the deltoid, the {upra-fpinatus, the
tendon of the biceps, the infra-fpinatus, the {fubfca-
pularis, and even the capfular ligament itfelf. Thefe
parts, brought back into their fituation by means of
extenfion, carry the head of the humerus upwards
whilt the tendon of the triceps, which had been
‘pufhed downwards, is now raifed, and concurs in the
fame aftion, the effe@ of which is neceffarly to carry
the bone into the articular cavity. In the luxation
inwards, the parts fituated on the outfide of the arti-
culation are dragged forwards and inwards by the
head of ¢he humerus: and thofe fituated on the infide:
are pufhed in the fame direGion. Both of thefe,
during their extenfion, drag or pufh the head of the
bone backwards and outwards, ;
n
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In the pm‘mtxve luxation downwards, and confecu-
tively inwards or even upwards, the head of the hy-
merus, pafling through the inferior part of the capfu-
lar ligament, drags firt downwards, then forwards
and upwards, the miuifcles, and all the parts which
cover the {uperior edge of the articulation,’ and thofe
on its internal fide.

When thefe parts are extended, will they not, in
the firft inftance, pull the bone downwards, then out-
wards and upwards, and in fa& make it pafs a con-
trary courfe to what it took when the luxation took
place? Tt is then evident that extenfion will be fuffi-
cient in all thefe cafes for the redu&ion without any
other difpofition of the parts, unlefs adhefion to the
furrounding parts has taken place, or the agtion of the
mufcles altered, from the length of time that has
paffed fince the luxation originally took place. « It
fometimes happens that recent luxations are difficult
of reduction, although the head of the bone may be
cafily directed towards the glenoid cavity.

Sometimes the opening in the capfular ligament is
too narrow to permit the bone to repafs through it,
whilft ‘the extenfion is kept up. The head of the
bone, in paffing into the articular cavity, conveys
with it a portion of the capfular ligament, which is
again puthed out of the cav1t) , as foon as thearm 1s
left toitfelf. It is perhaps in fifnilar cafes that we
have fometimes feen rafh and ignorant empirics
fucceed by means of giving extenfive motion to the
arm, when regular furgeons havc viewed them as irre-

ducxblc.
There
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sl here is one very s fymptom, to which at-
thors have not particularly attended : this is the pa]fy,
which is fometimes confequent to the luxation in-
wards. Modern pracitioners know, that this acct- -
dent is the effeét of compreffion or contufion of the
nerves by the head of the bone, a circumftance which
fhould be explained to the patient.
With refpect to the pain and fwelhng which may
fupervene after reduction, the cataplafm moiftened
with aq. veg. is the apphcgtmn moft in repute. -

RI:FLIZCTIONS and OBSERVATIONS m the Pun&ure
of z‘be Bladder.

[By Mr. NOI‘EL, formerly Surgeon Major in the
French and American Armies, and now Surgeon
in Chief to the Hotel Dieu at Rheims.]

AMONGST the great number of caufes pro-
ductive of retention of urine in the bladder,
there is none more frequent than the’ difeafes of the
urethrg. The majority of practitioners are perfectly
aware, that thefe obftru&ions cannot be cured but by
perfifting in the ufe of a bougie for a confiderabletime
and in thefe cafes its introduction requires practice
and dexterity. It often happens that by ill-directed

~endeavours,
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‘endeavours, inftead of remoying them, they are aug-
mented and increafed to fuch a degree, that the moﬂ:
expert operator cannot introduce the catheter.  When
the difeafe has attained this height it is neceffary 5
have recourfe to the punure. This operation is
performed in three different ways : 1. up the retum,
2. in perinzo, 3. by the hypogaftric regions Mr.
No¢l is of opinion, that the operation up the reGtum
is embarraffinig, and fubje& to many inconveniences.
When the canula of the trocar is left in the inteftine,
till fuch time as- the natural courfe of the urine is re-
eftablithed, there is confiderable pain induced every
time the inftrument is moved, or the patient has
occafion to goto ftool; if, on the contrary, it is
'withdrawn as foon as the urine is evacuated, does
not it often happen that the artificial opening
tlofes before the natural one is re-eftablifhed? a
circumftance which renders a renewal of the opera-
tion neceflary. Ip the operation in peringo, there
is reafon to. ap’prehend very ferious fymptoms, as the
inframent muﬁ pafs through parts in a ftate of dif-
eafe, or near becommg fo. It is certain, that in the
fpecies of retention now treated on, f{ometimes the
perinzum and ferotum partake of that inflammation
which affected prlmanly the canal of the urethra; and
it is not uncommon to fee thefe parts affected with
gangrene, confequent to the ineffeftual methods em-
ployed for the cure of the difeafe. According to
M. Noel’s opinion, the fection in the hypogaftric re-
gion merits the preference ; as puncturing the bladder

in thls way Is exempt from the danger and inconve-
mences
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niences“atten‘dant on the other methods. The part
to be punctured is removed from the feat of the dif-
eafe, and the canula of the trocar can be {ecurely
fixed, without the lealt pain or inconvenienceg and
whatever fome authors may affert to the contrary, the
urine, Mr. Noel afferts, pafles out with the greateft
facility. - Mr. Noel then relates the following cafes in
fupport of the juftice of his opinion.

CN 8 8"

N the month of March, 1787, a man, 6o years

of age, who for many years had been fubject to
obftructions in his urethra, and was in the habit of
introducing bougies himfelf, one day was unfortunate
enough not to fucceed ; -on the contrary, the differ-
ent attempts that he had made brought on a total
{uppreflion. Immediately the ufual means were
employed for his relief, {fuch as bleeding, the warm
bath, drinks, &c. but without fuccefs; and aftertry-
ing ineffeGtually to pafs both a filver catheter and one
of the elaftic gum,« Mr. Noel was called in. From
the extreme tenfion of the lower abdominal region,
and the violent pain in the loins, Mr. Noel conclu- -
ded no time was to be loft, and that recourfe fhould

be had immediately to the puncture. The patient:
< was
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was plaf’ed acram& the edge of thc bed i in'an upnght
pofture, and {upported by two affiftants, Mr. Noel
then plunged a curved trocar immediately above the
fymphlﬁs pubis into the bladder. This inftrument was
about four JDChC) and a half in length. As foon as
the flilet was withdrawn, and the canula left in the
bladder, the urine flowed out with even more facility
than from a healthy urethra; the patient obferved
that he experienced very little pain. The orifice of
the canula was clofed with a fimall cork, and main-
tained in its fituation by a bandage paffed round the
body. The whole was covered with a napkin three
times folded, patfed under the loins, and {ecured to
the fide by three ftrings, To prevent the derange-
ment that the napkin might occafion to the cork and
to the projeéting extremity of the canula, they were
furrounded with a linen ring or pad about two inches
in diameter and one inch in thicknefs. When the
patient had occafion to make water, he unloofed the
ftrings of the napkin, withdrew the cork from the
canula, and then by inclining a little either to the
right or left, he paffed his urine without the leaft dif-
ficulty. Mr. Noel remarked from the firft day {fome
tenfion in perinzo, which propagated itfelf to the
{crotum : this {welling became confiderable, and in
cight days terminated in a gangrenous abeefs, which
was opened, and nearly a pint of putrid matter dif-
charged ; half the fcrotum was thrown off in”gan-
grenous ﬂoughs ; but the te{’acles havmg remounted
towards the abdominal rings, the reft of this pouch
was fufficient to inveft them. As foon as the princi-

VoLdl L pal
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pal fymptoms began to fubfide, Mr, Noel attempted
to intrdduce a fmall bougie of the elaftic gum into
the urethra ; though the refiftance was not great,
Mr. Noel thought it prudent not to ufe too much
force. The next day he fucceeded in pafling it into
the bladder, and left it in the urethra for two hours
before he withdrew it. From this time ‘the urine
began to flow in {fmall quantities for the courfe of a
month. Mr. Noel purfued the fame plan every day,
augmenting from time to time the fize of the bougies
and fuffering them to remain a longer time in the
paflage. When Mr. Noel found that the urine
pafled in a full ftream, he withdrew the canula, and
0 two days the wound was entirely clofed. He re-
marks, that he could have withdrawn it {ooner ; but
as it occafioned no uneafinefs to the patient, and as
he was able to pafs and repafs from his chamber, he
conceived it moft eligible to let it remain until the
obftructions in the urethra were completely removed,
From this time he has hever.had occaﬁoi; to have re-
courfe to bougies, the ufe of which he could not difs
penfe with for a month for many years,

3 CLASE
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N July, 1788, Mr. Noel was called in to a cafe
of retention of urine, dependent on the f{ame
caufes as the pl"CCCdmO' cafe. The perinzum, as well
asthe fcrotum, was 1wclled but they were attended
with lefs pain than in the preceding cafes. The pa-
 tient was afraid of the operation ; and to prevent it
being neceflary, he drank very little for the fpace of
five days. In confequence of this prudent precau-
tion, the tenfion of the hypogaftric region was not
confiderable.* Mr. Noel did not propofe the punc-
ture, or even bleeding, from the opinion that a gan-
grenous depofit would take place; and in fa&t the
next day, on opening the inferior part of the {crotum,
a prodigious quantity of putrid matter was difcharged.
This produced a relaxation of the canal, and the next
day the urine began to flow; two thirds of the fcro-
tum floughed off, the fame as in the preceding cafe,
Mtr. Noel obiéf\?es, that he relates this cafe merely
with the intention of thewing, that in thefe fpecies of

* In cafes of retention of urine, if the ufe of all drinks were
inftantly fuppreffed, and the patient fupported by a few fpoon-
fuls of jelly, lemonade, wine and water, to be taken every half
hour, time would be gamed for the re-eftablithment of the -
courfe of the urine before the bladder would be filled, and the

neceffity for the operation by pun&ure very rarely occur.

1 e e : reten«
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retention the perinzum is more or lefs affected, and
that any operation, howevertrifling, will only tend to
augment the mifchief.  Mr. Noel likewife remarks,
that many pra&itioners ‘concur with him in prefering
the hypogaftric {eGtion, and that others object to it
from the idea that the urine would pafs through the ca-
nula with difficulty, and that in old {ubjects the bladder
would be fitvated too deep. The two following cafes
are related with the view of obviating thefe objece
‘tions,

AR T

N the 20th of May, 1790, Mr. Noel was fent

for to a patlent 67 years of age, affli¢ted with
retention of urine. Three days before, a furgeon ex-
perienced the greateft difficulty in pafling the cathe-
ter into the bladder. As this inftrament, which had
been left in the bladder, was extremely inconvenient,
it was withdrawn the morning of the day when Mr.
Noel was confulted with the intention of pafling one
of the elaftic gum. Before they attempted its intro-
duction they waited until the evening, to fee if the
urine would pafs without the aﬁ’lf’cance of this inftru-
ment ; but as all the endeavours of the patient, joined

to all the means that were employed, were unattended
with
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twith fucce(s, the introduction of the catheter was
again attempted, but without fuccefs. At this pe-
tiod Mr. Noel was called: in, who immediately’
propafed the puncture as the only means of cure.
The bladder was extremely tenfe; from the vio-
lence of the pain, the patient was impatient for the
operation. It was immediately performed, in the
fame manner and with the fame facility as in the
preceding caft; the : treatment differed only in this
particular, that inftead of leaving the canula in dur-
ing the whole treatment; it was withdrawn at the ex-
piration of twelve days, and one of the elaftic gum
introduced, without the leaft difficulty, in its ftead.
This was changed every ten or twelve days, to pre-
vent obftruftion from concretion, &c. During this
time Mr. Noel was occupied in the cure of the ftric-
tures. At the end of the feventh week the urine
pafled through the urethra with tolerable freedom ;
the canula was not again introduced ; and five ‘days
afterwards, by means of flight and conftant com-
preffion made by means of a bandage paffed round
the body; the aperture was clofed, and the patient
completely cured. ‘ :

1.3 " CASE
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P. a bookfeller, 66 ye’ars of age, for a pe-

e riod of twenty years had paffed his uriné

with difficulty.  In the year 1973, for the firft time
he experienced a total {uppreflion, which was removed
by bleeding and the warm bath. From this time
~ the urine flowed with difficulty ; from the extreme
finenefs of the fiream, it was judged that a confidera-
- ble obftruction exifted. On the 1ft of July, 1791,
the fuppreffion was renewed. Towards 7-o’clock in
the evening M.P. fent for his furgeon, who bled him
and ordered the warm bath, with the ufe of drinks.
Thefe means were unattended with fuccefs; from
- the fvmptoms being confiderably aggravated, the
{furgeon was again fent for in the courfe of the night:
he then attempted to introduce the catheter, but did
not fucceed.  Mr. Noel was fent for. At this time
the hypogaftric region was extremely tenfe, accom-
panied with confiderable pain, extending along the
courfe of the ureters and the loins. Mr. Noel made
fome {light attempts to pafs a very fmall catheter of
the elaftic gum, but was equally unfuccefsful as the
otherfurgeon. It was agreed that he fhould take his
drink by fpoonfuls, and try again the effedts of the
bath ; thefe endeavours did not fucceed, and the ne-
ceflity for the operation by punéure was mutdally

agreed on; ‘the confent of the patient was obtauneczzl
an
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and an hour fixed to perform it. 'When the furgeons
" arrived, no change or augmentation of the fymptoms
was remarked ; in confequence the operation was im-
.mediately performed in the fame manner as defcribed
in the preceding obfervations. In the courfe of the
treatment no circumftance occurred worthy of remark.
On the 13th day, inftead of the filver canula one was
fubftituted made of the elaftic gum, about four inches
and a half in length. | Every ten or twelve days Mr.
Noel obferves that he was bold enough to change the
catheter, after emptying the bladder; a pra&ice he
did not adopt in the cafe firft related, from the appre-
henfion that the bladder would recede and fink" into
the pelvis, and that in confequence of this difplace-
ment the orifice of the bladder would not correfpond
with ‘the external opéning ; a circumftance which
would neceflarily have rendered the re-introduction
of the canula almoft impoffible, and befides expofe
the patient to the danger confequent to a diffufion of
the urine. The motive, Mr. Noel continues to re=
mark, that induced him to change the canula in this
cafe, was the confiderable quantity of tartarous con-
cretions found on the infide as well as on the {urface
of the canula introduced in the firft cafe, which was
withdrawn at the expiration of fix weeks. This cir-
. cumftance induced him to hazard the changing of
the canula in this laft cafe. The facility with which
it was done, induced Mr. Noel to conjetture that an
adhefion took place between the bladder and the in-
fide of the parietes of the abdomen fome days after the .

operation, and which effectually prevented all danger
: L4 of
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of extravafation. The firictures in the urethra were:
fo completely overceme by perﬁﬁmg in the ufe of
- bougies, that the patient pafied his urine nearly in a full
ftream.  Seven weeks tranfpired during his cure, two
of which only he was neceflitated to keep bis bed.

‘ : ‘ e e

Cafe of a Necrofis of the Lower Faw.
[By M. DeveRrs, Surgeon to the ﬁétcl Dieu. }

ATHERINE Senigaud, 1o years of age, was

attacked in the year 1785 with the confluent
fmall-pox, the cure of which was abandoned totally
to nature. At the end of the difeafe, when defquam-
mation was taking place, a period when the cure was
fuppoled to be perfe&, a confiderable pain affected
the left cheek towards the articulation of the lower
jaw ; four or five days afterwards the part was tenfe,
hot, {welled, and accompanied with pungent pain.
The parents were poor peafants; and from their po--
verty were compelled to leave it entirely to nature.
Thefe fymptoms increafed; the fwelling now ex-
tended as far as the commiffure of the lips; a confi-
derable abcefs formed, which broke of itfelf. It was
fituated on the infide of the mouth, towards the ex-

- tremity of the fuperior branch of the jaw. The pains
now
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now leflened for fome days, but the {ymptoms were
foon after rencwed, and the fwelling became fo con-
fiderable that the patient could only fwallow even
fluidsewith difficulty. No relief was obtained till a
new abcefs formed externally, which was opened,
and a confiderable quantity of fetid fanious matter
difcharged. The quantity diminifhed by degrees,
‘and at the end of twenty-fix days the opening
was completely clofed. A fhort time afterwards a
third abcefs formed: the inferior dent/es"mo]aris, af-
fetted with caries, feparated from thejaw; the exter-
nal fiftulous opening again clofed, and broke out
again nine different times in the {pace of two years
and a half. The cicatrix at laft appeared firm, but
the cheek flill remained fwelled, with a conftant
oozing of matter in the infide of the mouth. The
Jaws were feparated fome lines from each other ;
they could not be feparagéd or approached but by
means of external force, which produced confidera-
ble pain; as fuch, no folid food could poflibly be
taken. :

Such was her fituation when (he was admitted into
the Hétel Dieu on the roth of April, 1788. Mr.
Default feparated the jaws fufficiently to introduce his
finger without ufing any violence; he felt with its
eXtrCmity a piece of detached bone firuated along the
El‘ariltch of the; j.aw, and engaged in’the foft parts only
fg;c: :X‘ff mees.v Mr. Default then paffed a pair of
= i;;:;d ;:ltcrla&fe-d arfmall portion which broke
in the extradion 2f l:ha:: S, fu?c;cded

CXtract - the whole postion, This frag-
ment
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ment comprehended all the branch of the jaw, with
its uondyle, the coronoid procefs, and the whole infe-
Tior angle As foon as it was removed, the patient
was capable of opening and fhutting the mouth with=
out pain, and was capable of mafticating folid food
the next day. He left the hofpital eight days after-
wards without experiencing the flighteft inconveni-
ence. The regénerated bone appeared to poflefs the
fame folidity as the reft of the jaw, and its motions
were equally perfect; ‘it was only remarked that the
new formed bone was fituated lower and projetted
more outwards than theother branch of the Jaw.

Cafe of a critical Abeefs in the Groin, which serminated
in Gangrene, and afforded a Difcharge to tbe Faces.

[By M. VieLre, formerly Surgeon to the Hotel
Dieu. ]

- WOMAN named Villette, 55 years of age,

and of a weak conftitution, was attacked with

a putrid fever in the beginning of November 1789.
The difeafe was ‘treated according  to the opinion of
an empiric. A critical abcefs formed in the right
groin, which terminated in gangrene. On the s5th

of the following December Mr. Viclle was con-
fulted
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fulted for the firft time. There was a foft and livid
tumor, about the fize of the fift, in the center of
which was an aperture foextremely fmall that it {carce
admitted the difcharge of a fmall. quantity of pus.
The pulfe was weak and concentrated, and the pa-
tient in a {tate of marafmus. Afier Mr. Vielle was
fatisfied from her relations that fhe had never been
afflicted with a herma, he cautioufly enlargea the ori-
fice by cutting on a grooved direfor. A putrid
{anies was dxﬁ,hargéd, and the wound drefled with
lint dlpped in brandy as well as the reft of the dref-
{ings. ’ “®
‘The next and the followmg days the pledgets were
dipped in a deco&tion of bark and honey, and covered
with comprefles wet with brandy, as in the preceding
evening. One drachm of bark was prefcribed to be
taken every ‘morning for the eight firt days, and a
drink of decotion of rice {wectened with fyrup of
‘mathmallows. The progrefs of the gangrene feemed
checked from the feventh day after the enlargement
of the orifice, and fuppuration began to take place.
On the 12th the edges of the wound were of a ver-
million colour, and the bottom deterged in three days
afterwards, except in its middle, where there re-
mained a bl'acki{h efcar of the fize of the nail, which
was detached by the 17th, on which day Mr. Vielle,
on removing the pledget which scovered the efcar,
found it tmgcd with feces; he allo remarked an
opening fituated at t,hgcqmml arch, which admitted
the introduction of a large found in the inteftinal
tube, - From this penod the, wound was dreﬁ‘ed dry
and
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“and covered ‘with comprefles “dipped in weak lisig
water. The wound foon filled up, and cicatris
zation took place from the circumference to the cena
ter, which was completed by the 24th. There fill
remained a fiftulous opening; though f{maller than
before, which gave iffue to ithe fieces. Mr. Vielle
placed a cufhion on the fiftulous orifice, and retained
it by the fpica bandage for the groin. This was res
moved évery day, and the parts well cleaned ; and
by means of keeping up this preflure for the {pace of

, fifteen days, the fiftula was’ perfectly clofed, and a

firm cicatrix formed. Two years have tranfpired

fince her cure without her expenencmg the flighteft
inconvenience.

CONTINUATION OF THE DISEASES
‘  OF THE URINARY ORGANS.

Retention of Urine from fwelling of the Profirate.

THE truth of an enlarged proftrate producing
retention of tirine is proved by daily obferva-
tions but independent of this confideration, we have
only to confider the conneétion of the proftrate with
the beginning of the wurethra, and to recollect that

this part of the canal is only of a membranous: tex-
ture,
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ture, and we muft conceive that the fwelling of this
gland can fcarce take place without in fomé degree
contrating that part of the urethra which it em-
braces. - The fwelling of the proftrate may depend
on inflammation, abeefs, or ftones formed in its fub-
ftance; it may arife from varicous fwellings of the
veflels which circulate through it ; or it may depend
on {welling or fchirrus induration. Our diagnoftic
of the retention of urine produced by _either of thefe
caufes, thould be regulated by our knowledge of the
{ymptoms peculiar to each, combined with the gene-
ral fymptoms of retention. When this accident. is
produced by inflimmation of the proftrate, the re-
tention is foon produced, and the fymptoms rapidly
advance. The patient at firft experiénces a fenfe of
weight and heat in peringo, and in the anus; he
foon complains of a conftant pulfatory pain, extend-
ing to the neck of the bladder: this pain is aug-
mented on going to ftool; he is affected with senefmus
and frequent defires to make water, accompanied
with a {fenfation as if the re€tum was plugged up with
faces ready to be evacuated ; and by paffling the fin-
ger up the reGum, the projection formed by the
proftrate may be diftinctly felt at the anterior part of
the gut.* In evacuating the urine a confiderable

* J. L. Petit, in his pofthumous works, vol. 3, page 2%, men-
tions a new fymptom of the fwelling of the proftrate : e fays,
% that if the furgeon will infpec the patient at the time of go-
ing to' ftool, he will find the anterior part of the proje&tion
formed by the fzces, hollowed in confequence of paffing over
the proftrate in a {fwelled ftate prefling againft the anterior part

_of the reGtum, : : . G
: time
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time elapfes in pafling the firft drops; and ifincreafed
efforts ‘are_made for its expuifion, a new obftacle
arifes, for the proftrate is puthed more and more
againft the neck of the bladder, clofes its> aperture, -
nor can the patient make wgmr\tﬂl he fuf'pends his
efforts. . The ftream of the wine is {mall, and the
pain in difcharging it proportioned to the degree of
inflammation affe&ting the proftrate. There is one
particular fymptom attending this fpecies of reten-
tion, which is, that when a bougie or found is intro-
duced, it eafily paffes as far as the proftrate, where it
is ftopped, and the contact is attended with-extreme
pain. Thefe circumflances are accompanied with
the general fymptoms indicative of inflammation,”

This, as well as all kinds ‘of retention produced by
{welling of the pro{trate, or by other obftru&ions in
the urethra, are in general more dangerous in them-
felves than thofe which are only occafioned by weak-
nefs of the bladder. " In thefe laft there is no reafon
to apprehend that the paflage to this vifcus will be
clofed ; the urethra being free, its fides are not ap-
plied with fufficient clofencfs to each other to obftru& _
the flow of urine, which, after diftending the blad-
der, is evacuated by the re-a&ion of this vifeus, af-
fifted by the a&ion of the abdominal mufcles.

In cafes of this deﬁrxptlon, patients generally live
for many years without experiencing any {erious ac-
cident'; but it is very different when they arife from
obftructions in the urethra ; for independent of the
natural refiftance of this canal, the accidental abfta-
cles which arife from its contraction occafion a greater

< : “degree
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degree of refiltance than the tunics of the bladder, .
which burft when diftended beyond their tohe. In
thefe cafes the indication is clear ; for as refolution is
the moft favorable termination of every fpecies of
inflammation, all our endeavours fhould be directed
1o this end ; thus bleeding from the arm, leeches to
the margin of the anus, warm baths, emollient cly{-
ters, and poultices applied to the perinzum, are the
different means we fhould employ. All anti-phlo-
giftic drinks, which are efficaciousin all other inflam-
matory difeafes, in thefe cafes are more injurious
than ufeful, for the fymptoms are aggravated by ac-
celerating. the fecretion of urine, Inftead of ‘drink,
the patient (hould take fome flices of orange, or a
few fpoonfuls of linfecd tea, or of decoction of dog’s
tooth, &c, but whatever means are employed, they
are in general flow in their effet, and the {ymptoms
are too ufgent to admit waiting until their natural
courfe is re-eftablithed. Sometimes the bladder lofes
its elafticity from the too violent diftenfion of its fi-
bres. The ufe of the catheter now becomes necef-
fary ; but from the contraction of that part which
pafles through the proftrate, the introducion of this
inftrument becomes difficult and painful. - We fuc-
ceed generally better with a large than a {mall cathe-
ter; it may be made either of filver or elaftic gum. -
When there is occafion to leave it in the canal, that
of the elaftic gum fhould be preferred ; but whatever
catheter is employed, it generally pafles with eafe as
far as the proftrate, where it is ftopped, not only by
the tightnefs of the canal, but by the alteration in the:
) ‘ curvature
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curvature of this canal ; for the proftrate cannot {well
withouy pu{hmg forward and upward or ﬁdeways, that
part of the urethra, behind which it is fituated ; 3
confideration which fhould conftantly be kept ‘in
view with refpe® to the length and diretion that
fhould be given to the beak of the catheter, which
fhould be longer and more curved and in paffing it,

it fhould be more raifed than in other obftructions of
the canal.  After being aflured as much as poflible
that the end of the catheter correfponds exadtly to
the diretion of the urethra, and that its obftacle to
itsentrance into the bladder depended no longer on
the tightnefs of the paffage, we have no reafon to fear
making a falfe paflage by puthing on the inftrument,
which will certainly dilate the canal through which it
paffes {ooner than deviate into a wrong direction.
We muft acknowledge, however, that it would be
dangerous for the young and unexperienced prac-
titioner to regulate his practice by this rule. To pafs
the catheter with boldnefs requires confiderable prac-
tice, joined to a perfeét knowledge of the different
curvatures of the paffage. With the advantages of
this experience,the fituation and diretion of the beak
of the gorget will always be known. If the inftra-
ment s forcibly puthed on, at the time the beak is
held too low, or inclined on one fide, a falfe paflage
will inevitably be. formed, by tearing the membra-
nous'part of the urethra; an accident highly danger-
ous, and which cannot fail to increafe the inflamma-
tion of the proftrate, and render the introduétion of

the’ inftrument fill more difficult; and under thefe
‘circums



€

eircumftances the operanon of punéhmng the blad<
der above the pubis will expofe the patient to lefs
danger. The cafes adduced by Mr, Noel ferve to
prov’eothe advantages of this mode of operating; be-
fide, in cafes of mﬂammatwn of the proftrate, we
have particular reafon to cxpcé‘t fuccefs from the ope-
ration by punéture, for as it is the nature of inflam-
mation to terminate foon if refolution takes place,
there is not any neceffity to leave the canula in the
bladder for any confiderable time; and the urethra
now being free, will admit of the paflage of a bougie,
We thould however remark, that nof\vithﬁanding the
number of ' fuccefsful cafes where pun&ture has been
performed, it is certainly attended with danger, and
fhould never be practifed ull after repeated and froit-
lefs ‘endeavours to introduce the catheter, and after
attempting to procure a flow of urine by leaving a
bougie in the paffage for feveral hours; a fortunate
event which by this means has been often procured,
although the obftacle remained. On thefe occafions
a confultation fhould always be held; and if the
means mentioned above are then unfuccefsful, re-
courfe fhould be had without .heﬁtat:on to the punce
ture.

But fuppofing a catheter can be mtroduced as far
as the mck of the bladder, thould it be left in the
paflage or not after the evacuation’of the urine? It
is certain that its prefence in that portion of the ure-
thra embraced by the proftrate can only aggravase
the inflammation of that gland; on the other hand
we have reafon'to fear that if it is withdrawn, its re-
@ Yor. 1L . M - introdultion
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introdyction will become impoffible ; under thefe cir-
cumflances it is difficult to apply a general precepr,
When inflammation of the proftrate does not ter-
~minate in refolution, fuppuration is the frequentrefult,
This fuppuration” appears not ‘to*attack the body’of
the gland, but the furrounding cellular texture which
connedtsthe lobes which compofeit ; thisappearancehas
been remarked in many fubjeéts diffeéted at the Ho-
tel Dieu. Though we have feen very extenfive abeef=
{es in this gland, we have never yet feen an inftance
where it has been deftroyed by the fuppurative pro«
cefs: on the contrary we: have remarked that it has
remained larger than its natural fize, and that the cel-
lular texture was moiftened with pus. Little facs or
follicles of pus are often found between its lobes; and
when' the depofit has been confiderable they have
been generally fituated on the outfide of the gland,
either between it and the bladder or on the fide of
the rectum.

- 'We know, when retention of urine is kept up by a -
fwelling of the proftrate in a fate of fuppuration,
when the fymptoms of inflammation exift after the
eighth day from the invafion of the difeafe, and that
after increafing in violence till that period, they have
appeared to dimini(b, and once more to augment in
force, and when the fever is exacerbated in the even-
ing gnd preceded’ by fhivering.

. Thefe fymptoms clearly prove the fuppuration of
the proftrate; but there is no partlcular fign that de-
cidedly indicates whether the pusis infiltrated in the
gland, or an abcefs formed: and ‘thls cafe, he
precife
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precife place of its fituation cannot be afccltamcd
The prognoftic of this difeafe is not the fame in each
of thefe fpecies of fuppuration: in general an abcefs
in the pody of the gland is attended with lefs danger
than a general affeétion of \its cellular fubftance; in
this laft cafe a cure is. rarely obtained, for the pus
being diffeminated in all points of the gland, cannot
make its way externally, nor are the {ymptoms fuffi-
ciently clear to juftify an incifion of the proftrate with
 the view of facilitating itsevacuation, which, though
it might favour the exit of the matter near the edges,
would contribute little to the difcharge of the pus fi-
tuated at a greater diftance. In thefe cafes nature
fornetimes, though rarely, produces a cure by a re-ab-
forbtion of the pus: but where the fuppuration is fitu-
ated in the cellular covering of the proftrate, or
between that gland and the neck of the bladder,, it
often breaks fpontaneoutly into that vifcus or is opened
by the beak of the catheter, when the pus will pafs
through the inftrument, and by this means every ob-
ftacle will be removed that prevented. the deterfion
and cicatrization of the pouch that contained it. If
the matter is feated near the rectum, or in perinzo,
and its exiftence and fituation are clear to the touch,
a large opening is ady xfeable to facilitate the cure.
In thefe different cafes the mdlcatlon of cure admlts
of variation, but in all the ufe of the catheter is ne-
~geflary, .and fometimes, ;ndlfpenfablc for the tva-
cuation of the urine; and as it 1s neceflfary that it
fhould remain in the bladder, it thould be made of

the elaf’ac gumgn prcfcrence to filver. Great cau~-
M2 . diom
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tion fhould be ufed in its introduction. ' When the
matter is formed, and the prominent part of the
abcefs is fituated towards the urethra or neck of the
bladder, it is often ruptured, on the mtrodu&xon
of the catheter, by the beak of the inftrument.  We
are apprized of this happening by the pus being dif-
charged without any mixture of urine. In this cafe
we fhould wait till the difcharge is ceafed, then with-
draw the inftrument for a few lines to difengage it
from this falfe paffage, then elevate the beak and pafs
it on into the bladder.

When theabcefs busfts fpontaneouﬂy,the pus whlch
1s difcharged mixes with the urine. Whether the
abcefs breaks into the urethra or into the bladder, it
is convenient to let the catheter remain in the bladder
and to perfift in its ufe dill the urine ceafes to be pu-

‘rulent. In the firft cafe it is neceflfary, to prevent
the urine in its paffage through the urethra; eoming
in conta& with the feat of the abeefs; in the fecond
cafe, injeQions {flightly deterfive fhould be thrown
into the bladder twice a day, and repeated frequently.
The firft quantity that is thrown in fhould be fuffered
to pafs out immediately : this ferves to dilute the
pus, and to clean out the bladder and the feat of the
abcefs. The laft quantity inje&ted thould be allowed
to remain in the cavity, as it tends, by mixing with
the urine, to render it l_efsirritatingi for this inten=
tion barley water is generally employed, affifted with
the ufe of a diuretic tifan. Retention of urine pro-
duced by ftoney concretions in the proftrate, has been

nonced by Morgagni: he mentlons ‘many cafes of this
nature

»
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nature that he met with in diffection, and cites a nums

ber of fimilar inftances noticed by his predeceffors.
Thefe ftoney concretions admit of great variety in
their number, fituation, fize, figure, and internal or-
ganization. Many flones have been found in the
fame gland. In fome fubje&s, they were. contained
* in cavities in the form of finuffes hollowed in the
proftrate. They have been found at the termination
of the vafa deferentia and along the courfe of thofe
canals. ;
Thefe ftones have be°n found as fmall as a millet
feed, and fometimes of the fize of a large cherry ;
fometimes round and {mooth, and fometimes long
and their furface irregular. Some have had the ap-
pearance ' of- gravelly earth, and were placed in the
" middle of the gland; fome appeared like infpif-
fated femen, and were found fituated in the canals of
the vafa deferentia ; but the majority of thefe con-
cretions were of the nature of urinary calculi, and
lodged in a kind of finus as above thentioned:
the formation of thefe calculi lead to a {ufpicion
that a fiffure or crevice in the urethra or neck of the
bladder has been left, occafioned by abcefles, or by
retentions of urine of long ﬁanding, where the ufe
of the bougle has been neglected. The urine, in
paffing’ over this aperture, becomes diffuled in the
pouch of the abcefs, or infinuates itfelf into the egilu-
lar fubftance of the proftrace and precipitates. thefe
tartarous concretions. Thefe calculous depoﬁts fome-
times take place after the lateral operatmn for the
ftonc, when the external wound is clofed previous to
M 3 the

+
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the re-union of the internal wound, from whence re-
fults a fpecies of internal fiftula; or the urine, in
confequence of its remaining ‘and ftagnating in ‘the
cavity, depofits an carthy matter, which, by the ade
dition of new lamina, 1s fuiccpnble of conﬁderable
increafe. b

The prefence of ftones in the pr o{’crate 1s announced
by no particular pathognomonic fign.  Retention of
urine, and difficulty in the ejaculation of the femen,
are only {fymptoms common to many other affections
of the proftrate and urethra. By the' introduction of
the finger up the re¢tum, we are enabled to afcertain
whether this gland is augmented in fize or -not; but
we obtain no information by thefe means of the caufe
or the nature of the enlargement. When the f{tone
in the proftrate prefents a bare furface in the urethra,
it can be known by the collifion that takes place in
- paffing the found; but its precife fituation, whethet
in the proftrate or bladder, is difficult to determine 3
for {uppofe that the paflage of the inftrument is
checked by a proje&ting portion of the encyfted
ftone in the pro{’crafe, we can with propriety doubt
whether this is not a calculus of the bladder engaged
in the urethra ; andin the cafe where no impediment
arifes to the paflage of the catheter, and it pafles over
the point of the expofed ftone, there is equal reafon
to doubt whether the ftone is fituated near the neck
of the bladder or if it is really lodged in the proftrate.

This incertitude however with relpect to the dlag-
noftic, does not influence the praétice ; for wherever

“the ftone may be fituated, cxther in the proftrate b(liad-
e
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 der, or at its neck, its extra@ion becomes neceflaty,
~and the fame operation is applicable in either cafe.
It confifts in makmg an incifion in perinzo and in
the proftrate, as in the lateral operation : if the cal-
culus is in the bladder, the incifion facilitates its ex-
traction ; if the extraneous body is encyfted in the
proftrate, it is more eafily difengaged. It is pofiible
indeed that the wound will not exaétly correfpond to
that part of the proftrate which contains the ftone;
but in this cafe, after afcertaining its precife fituation
by introducing the finger into the wound, the furface
of the cyft can be incifed with' the point of the bif-
toruy and the calculus eafily extratted.

Another caufe of fwellmg of the proftrate which
more frequently oceurs, is the varicous enlar gement
of its veflels, and of thofe which ramify in the cellu-
lar fubftance that conne@s the neck of thg bladder to
the beginning of the urethra. From anatomy we
learn that thefe veflels form a plexus obvious to the
eye, without the affiftance of injeftions. This vaf-
cular plexus is fufceptible of confiderable dilatation,
and we may often remark a {pecies of knobby pro-
jé&ioh about the neck of the bladder, imilar to va-
rices fituated in other different parts of the body. = In
this difeafe the body of the proftrate is lefs enlarged
than the cellular {ubftance, &c. which invefts it, the
texture of which is fometimes {oft and {pongy, fome-
times denfe and hard, in proportion to thellength of
time the complaint has exifted : in fact thefe varicous
fwellmgs prefent the fame varieties as hemorrhoidal
tumors, to Wthh they are extremely analogous and

; M4 : with
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with whom they are often complxcated One or both
of thefe difeafed alterations are as often the effeét as
the caufe of retention of urine, or of conﬂ:xpauom
No circumftance contributes more to produce them
than the efforts of patients to urine or to evacuato
their faces. : :

Vielent contraftion of the abdominal mufcles, by
ftrongly comprefling the vifcera contained in the ab-
dominal cavity, will occafion a difficulty in the return
of the blood by the iliac and mefenteric veflels,
which will produce a diftenfion of the veins in peris
nao and neceflarily occafion a fwelling of the connect-
ing parts. In this cafe the varicous fwelling of the
proﬁrate is confecutive to the retention of urine. A
fwelling of this gland often prc&des retention of
urine, of which it is the primary caufe. Thefe dif-
pofitions frequently happen among old men, or
young men who have abufed their conftitutions by
excefs in drinking or venereal indulgencies. It alfo
often occurs to thofe who have had frequent gonorr-
heas, or who have been fubje& to the piles, compli-
cated with abdominal obftruétions.

We know when retention of urine is to be attri-
buted to the varicous ftate of the proftrate. Firft, by
the reunion of {ymptoms common to the fwelling of
thisgland. Secondly, by the flownefs with which the
retention takes place; generally preceded by a diffi-
culty 4n making water, which progreffively increafes
every time the patient rldes on Torfeback or in a car-
.nage and indeed after any kmd of exercife or af~

ter taking any heating lxquors or ftimuldting food.
T hirdly,
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Thirdly, by the indolence or want of fenfibility ir
the tumor, a difpofition which may be diftinguithed
by comprefling this gland with the finger introduced
up the retum.  Fourthly, by the abfence of {fmart-
ing i paffing the urine and of other fymptoms pecu-
liar to other fpecies of enlargement of the proftrate,
and by the prefence of fome of the predifpofing caufes
which have been noticed before. 'When the urine is
completely retained, it is neceflary to introduce the
catheter ; an operation by no means always eafy even
to the moft expert furgeon. The rules and precau-
tions we mentioned - when treating of the inflamed
proftrate, may be here with propricty applied. When
the {welling of the gland 1s waricous, we fhould be
particularly attentive to employ a large fized catheter
made of the elaftic gum. When an obftruttion oc-
curs to the paffage of the inftrument from a contrac~
tion in the canal, inftead of withdrawing the catheter
with the view of renewing the attempt, it is beft for
the operator, if he is confident that the beak of his
inftrument correfponds to the axis of the canal, to
puth with fome force againft the obftru&ion, and to
reft it in that pofition. The preflure of the beak
againft the internal membrane of the urethra tends to
enlarge the paffage, and facilitates the introduction
of the inftrument a fecond time : by perfifting in this
plan, fooner or later it can be paffed into the bladder.
With this indication, bougies made of cat-gubhave
been employed. When they have been introduced
into the paflage, they are to be fecured in the manner
already directed.  They fiwell in canfequence of the
i humidity

-



¢ 184 3

humidity of the urethra : they feparatc and prefs. the
fides of ‘the tirethra from each other, by which meang
the paflage will admit of a new bougie being pafled
farther up. Mr: Default, previous to his acquiring,
that dexterity in diftinguifhing difeafes of the uréthra,
(which from long praétice he can do with great accu-
racy,) ufed fuccefsfully to employ the cat-gut bougles,
but they are fubjet to the following inconveniences.

. 3. Their a&tion is too flow, when the fymptorhs de-
pendent on retention are urgent. 2. They are too
1tiff to accommodate themfélves to the different cur-
vatures of the urethra, confequently their introduc-
tion is attended with pain. 3. They cannot be ufed
twice in fucceffion. 4. It is neceffary to withdraw
them every time the patient has occafion to make
water: a circumftance that renders a confiderable
confumption of thefe bougies neceffary and requires
the conftant attention of the furgeon.. It happens
fometimes that veflels are ruptured on pafling the ca-
theter and a flow of blood procured more- or lefs
abundant. ‘This accident, inftead of being injurious
is often ufeful: itis a topical evacuation, which un-
toads the veffels and facilitates the paffage of the in-
ftrument.  When this flow of blood does not take
place, and when thecatheter cannot be paffed, leeches
have been recommended to be applied to the perinzum
as well as bleeding by the arm. Thefe means, though
inferior in efficacy to topical bleeding, have been
fometimes attended with fuccefs. After the evacua-
tion of the urine by means of the catheter, it thould be

fuffered to remain in the bladder; its prefence in the
.urethra.
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urethra becomes neceflary to diffipate the fwelling of
‘the proftrate, as well as of that portion of the urethra
‘which paffes through that gland. - Its ufe thould be
perl';ft:dm for a confiderable time, and it is proper to
withdraw it every eightor ten days and replace it by
a freth one ; by this means we’avoid the inconveni-
ence refulting from tartarous incruftations. -

- A perfe@t cure cannot be expected in lefs than
ﬁx weeks or two monthé of this treatment, and even
then the patient is fubjet toarelapfe. To prevent this
from taking place, the ufe of bougies fhould be relin-
quithed by degrees, and they fhould be worn in the
night even after the cure has apparently taken place.

When we refle on the analogy which exifts be-
tween the varicous {welling of the proftrate and vari-
ces of the legs, we fhall fee that the fame principles
are applicable to the treatment of both: for in the
latter affection we find from experience, that com-
preffion, tong continued and exa@ly applied, is the
only means of cure : catheters a& partly on the fame
principles : this confideration fuggefted the employ of
leaden bougies; for it was conceived that in confe-
quence of their weight, the compreffion would be
ftronger and  their effe® quicker and more obvious:
but thefe cannot, like the bougies of the elaftic gum,
afford a paffage to the urine ; nor have they fufficient
folicfity to furmount the obftacles of the urethra; and
though flexible, they are too hard to adapt themfelves
éiﬁiy to the curvature of the urethra; befides thereis
reafon to apprebend, from their too -violent com-
preffionon fome parts of the cangl, efchars may be pro(;

Ty 4l ; duce
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duced which 'might terminate in ganbrene. Ihe fuc-

cefs from the ufe of bougies in thcfe cafes is not tc be
attributed wholly to compreffion; their refidence in
the canal, induces a kind of phlogofis in this part

and in the proﬁrate which affifts the fubfidence of the

fwellmg This flight inflammation that is brought on

is foon followed thh a difcharge of purulent matter,

more or lefs abundant, from whence refults an obli-

teration of the veflels and dilated cells; whilft the ca-

theter, keeping up the dilatation of the paflage, {dur-

ing this effort of nature,) preferves the liberty of the

canal. This opinion, the editor remarks, is only con- -
je€ural, but that it app\.ars confiftent with truth and :
probability. -

The fwelling and {chirrus mdunatlon of the prof-
trate is a difeafe to which old men and thofe who have
had frequent gonorrhaas are particularly liable. It is
not however always produced by venereal virus, but
may be affected by tetters, pfora, or by a concealed
ferophulous difpofition. The fize and hardnefs of
this gland vary materially in proportion to the tlme;,
that the fwelling has exifted. It is often found of a
cartilaginous texture, but more frequently of the ap-
pearance of hogs fkin, and appears filled with a kind
of mfplﬁated lymph. Sometimes it is, increafed to
double or even triple its natural ize. L L. PCtlt fays
that he has feen it as large as the fift. Sometimes we
find the whole gland affe&ted with {chirrus, and at
others we find it only partially affected with this kind
of induration.  Our diagnoftic of this difeafe is drawn

from the fymptoms common to the tumefaction ;f :
v . the
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the "proftrate, conjoined- with the " ccmnrn}omtwg,'
remote, and proximate caufe.” “The hardnefs of the
gland can be difcovered by the introduction of the
ﬁnged' up the ‘re@um, which is attended with. httie
pain. . When the fwelling is ‘not of long ﬁandmg,
and it a'nfes from a venereal caufe, our prognoﬁlc
may be more’ favourable than when the complamt is
complicated with fcrophvala or any other difeafed dif-
pofition. . When it has once taken ona cartilaginous
texture, no hopes can be entertained of a cure.
Reétention of wrine: being a general {ymptom of a
{chirrus affe&lon of the proftrate, the introduion of
the catheter becomes neceﬁ'ary, and an operation
always. attended with more difficulty than in any
other {wellings of the proftrate; for the hardnefs of
the gland prevents it from yielding to compreffions
catheters of a fmall diameter fucceed better ‘than
thofe of a larger fize. It frequently happens that we
are obliged to employ fome degree of force to feparate
the fides of the urethra; and the flilet ufed in the
¢laftic gum catheters not being fufficiently {olid,
the furgeon is obhged to fubftitute a filver one, of
the fame fize as thofe employed for children. It
fometimes occurs that notwithftanding the {mallnefs
of the inftrument; we cannot fucceed in paﬂ'mg it
without employing a boring motion; but ‘in doing
this it is effential to attend frictly to the direction of
the canal, which fhould always correfpond to the
beak of the inftrument. 'When it is paffed into the
bladder, it fhould be fecured to two ligatures faftened

to the rings at its extremity, then paffed under the
buttocks,
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buttocks to each fide of the groin, and there fixed te
a bandage. Afterthe catheter has been worn twd or
three days, it becomes loofe in the canal, which will
‘now admit of the introdu&ion of one of the elaftic
gum, which will be more readily pafled with its filets
it fhould be fecured with cotton ligatures round the
glans penis.  This fhould be left in four or five days;
at the expiration of which a larger one may - be
pafled ; and after the fame period has elapfed, it may
be again withdrawn, and one flill larger employed.
This plan may be perfifted in for four or five. times,
till the urethra has attained  its natural fize. In fa&t
the ufe of the bougies fhould not be relinquifhed till
the difcharge occafioned by their prefence is ftopped,
and the proftrate reduced to its natural fize, which
generally does not take place till the zoth or 4oth
day after the treatment, and fometimes not till 2
fater period.  In thefe cafes, if there is any prevalent
conflitutional affection, fuch as a venereal o fcro-
phulous taint, appropriate remedies thould be em-
ployed. We fhall not at prefent difcufs the fubject
of bougies ufed in thefe complaints, that are fuppofed
to poflefs a fuppurative property, for we are of opi~
nion that they are ufelefs and inefficacious, and ag
the fame time we mean to defling a {eparate artlcle ta
the treatment of dns {ubjett.

©

© Cafts.
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Cq/e:faf Umbilical Hgfniee; cured éj I;z'gaiur&

[By M. PLAIGNAUD, D M. Surgeon to the Horcl
Lk Dleu]

ol e e

ARNAY, two years of age, had an ums.
AL« bilical hernia two months after his birth, on
which uniform compreffion had been made for fix
fucceffive months without any advantage being de-
rived. * As the tumor progreffively increafed in fize,
the child was brought to the. Hotel Dicu on the 23d
of January, 1791. ' T he tumor terminated ina point;
and was an inch in length from the bafe torits extre-
mity;  the umbilical ring was extremely dilated; the
parts admitted of being eafily reduced, when they
immediately returned into the hernial fac, Mr. De-
faalt propofed the radical cure by the ligature on the
integuments and hernial fac; a method which he has
frequently employed, and with the moft complete and
perfe fuccefs.  The operation was performed in the
following manner: the infant was laid on his back,
when the furgeon reduced the contents of the hernia,
and by means of preffure with his finger retained
them in the abdominal cavity, retracting at the fame
time a {mall portion of the fkinat the bafe of the
tumor ; he raifed and {upported the umbilicus, whilft
; e Al
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an affiftant encompaﬂ'ed it by a llgatui'c of waxed
thread paﬂ'ed feveral times round its bafe, and fecured
at each by the furgeon’s knot, = The infant ex-

prefled more impatience than pain duung the tume of
the operation. The parts comprifed in the ligature
were covered with lint and a thick comprefs fecured

by a circular bandage fuftained fuperiorly by a fca-

pulary. The child was taken away by the ‘mother,

and brought again the next morning; from her ac--
count the infant had fuffered little, and had enjoyed

uninterrupted fleep.  Little change was remarked in

the colour and fize of the tumor. The next-day it

remained the fame. The ligature now being loofe,

inftead of tightening it, which could not have been

done without dragging the tumor, it was Judged

more eligible to apply a freth one, the application of
which was attended with more pain than the firft.

On the 4th day, the tumor was black, and began
to diminith. By the 8th it fell off. The cries of the
patient did not produce a return of the hernia. The
ulcer that refulted from the efchar that had been
thrown off was about half an inch in diameter; it was
drefled fimply with dry lint, and cured in lefs than
three weeks. The fame bandage was employed asin
the firft inftance, and continued for two months after
cicatrization had been completed. This child was
frequently broug\ht for examination a long timq"afte_r
the bandage was left off; the fpeCtators were perfectly
fatisfied that there was no remainin g dilatation; the
cicatrix was perfectly flat ; nor did the ‘cries of the

child produce the flighteft impulfion. e
b - J CASE
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narrownefs of the opening, fome difficulty occurred
n the reduction. This was the only circumftance
that afforded any variety either in the tréatment or
cure. s

C AS K Y

CARTRON, 14 months old, had an umbili-

cal hernia, with the umbilical ring extremely
dilated. The hernia protruded near two inches: its
bafe was very large. This infant*was cured as in the
preceding cafes, with the difference only that cica-
trization did not take place quite {o foon,

CO RS YL

REGLAT, two years of age, had a hernia
e from his birth, larger in fize than the pre-
ceding. The ring was more than an inch in diame-
ter; the tumor comprized in the ligature was fepa-

rated the eighth day; and cicatrization cox_npletedt:Y
S R e
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enfeebled. = Six weeks tranfpired before the cure was

compleated during which penod 1r, was neceﬁ'ary to
repeat the frequent apphcatxon of the lapls mfernahs. :

CETA S E IX.

TH E fame operation was performed on ‘the 6th
of June preceding on an infant of the name of
Pajot, aged 22 months, who was nearly as weak as
the fubjett of Cafe the 8th. The belly was hard,
large, and the linea alba projected 'conﬁderably
Thefe unfavourable c1rcumf’canccs did not prevent
the fucccfs of the operation, but only retarded cica-
trization, which was not perfected till thc 63d day ;
but at this period the belly re-aflumed its natural
form. The patient became fatter and fenfibly m-
proved in health and ftrength. The patient was
brought to the hofpital {everal times after his cure,
and the furgeons were perfectly fansﬁud that no trace
of the compla.mt remained.

GENERAL
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- GENERAL OsrsErvATIONS on the Application of the |

Ligature in Cafes of Umbilical Herniz.

The ligature in umbilical herniz is hot a new
operation. Celfus fpeaks of it as a common prac-
tice, generally followed with compleat fuccefs;
but as confined only to children from feven to four-
teen years of age, of good conftitutions, and affected
only with {mall hernize. After the reduction, the fkin
and hernial fac were wedged in between two pieces of
wood, ftrongly tied at their ends, and fetained in this
pofition till by means of compreffion their organiza-
tion was deftroyed and the parts floughed off.  Ano-
ther method was, to tie the bafe of the tumor with a
- double thread, which was paffed through the fac by
means of a needle, and by this means half of the tu-
fmot was comprized in each portion of the ligature.
Some praétitioners were cautious, previous to its ap-
plication, to make an incifion through the apex of
the tumor into the fac, to afcertain by the ‘finger
whether the parts which conftituted the hernia were
compleatly returned. Others, and Celfus among the
number, rejet this precaution, and mark with 1ok
the circumference of the bafis of the tumor preyious .
to its reduction : they then draw the umbilicus for-
wards and make a ligature precifely on the line they
have traced ; the part on the outfide of the ligature
was then deflroved with the actual cautery or by cau<
: N3 : fic,

=
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ftic, and the wound drefféd afierwards as a burn. To
prevent the ligature from flipping, Paulus TE’gineta
recommends a circular and fuperficial incifion to be
made round the bafis of the tumor, and the umbili-
cus to be raifed with a hook, and a thread or a piece
of cat-gut to be pafled in the incifed place and fecured
by a kind of flip knot.  The hernial fac was then di-
rected to be opened, and if the inteftine was found
entangled, that the hgature thould be loofened ; if
only a piece of omentum, its excifion, Independent
of this ligature, ‘this author employs one with a dou- "
ble thread pafled ’through the bafis of the tumor, in
the manner we have juft related ; and when the liga-
tures are thrown off, he recommends the wound to
be drefled with dry lint, with the intention of render-
ing the cicatrix more concave and deprefled. Avi-.
cenna, Albucafis, and other Arabians, have copied
Paulus Egineta. Guide Chauliae, Brunus, and other
Arabian authors, who have treated of this operation,
alfo defcribe it nearly n the fame terms : and the firft
remarks that this method is complicated, requires
great addrefs on the part of the operator, and that he
had never practifed it himfelf, |

Ambrofe Paré defcribes the {fame operation, but in
fuch a confufed manner that it 1s eafly to judge that he
had never adopted this method himfelf or feen it
pra,&lfed by others. One of the commentators on
Dalechamps Surgery remarks, that the methods of
Paulus Egineta and other Arabians had been long fi fince
sbandoned. Thevenin has treated this fubjet with
more clearnefs than his predeceflors ;. hcdefcnbes four

difs
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-le’erent methods of applying the ligature, In cafes
of exomphalos of confiderable fize, he paffed through
the tumoér two needles armed with a double thread in
the form of a crofs, then incifed the fkin circularly
in the fame manner as Paulus Egineta, -and tightened
the four ligatures. In the fecond method he left the
- needles in their fituation, and embraced the bafis of
~ the tumor with one ligature fituated between them
and the parietes of the abdomen. The other two
methods are copied from Celfus. = Dionis rejected the
ligature of the umbilical tumors, as an operation ex-~
tremely cruel; but Saviard, his contemporary, gives
a more favourable opinion, and which may be more
relied on, ‘as he fpeaks from experience of its effects :
he had performed the operation twice with fuccefs,
before Dionis had publifhed his courfe of operations.
It 1sitrue that Sav iard had employed neither incifions
or futures., The majority of modern practitioners
think with Mr. Hevin, that admitting, according
to the obfervations of Saviard, that the ligature may
be ufeful, that it poflefles no fupcnor advantage to
_ comprefiion, and that this lat method thould be in-
variably preferred. To deftroy this prejudice is our
motive for mentioning {uch a variety of cafes, which
may ferve to undeceive pratitioners, and convince
them of the propriety of the old praétice, from which
they have deviated without any fufficient reafon. A
bandage, well conftructed, will retain the hernta, and
-fometlmes, after a long {pace. of time, cure it; but
- even {uppofingthat a cure took place more frequently,
it 1s dea.rly purchafed by the inconveniences atten-
; N a4 dant
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dant on fhe application of the bandage; and if by
accident it is only once mifapplied, every advantage -
is immediately loft, and very ferious -confequences
are likely to enfue. The ligature is not fubject to
thefe inconveniences : its effect is certain and quick,
and has invariably fucceeded in thirty cafes that have
been operated on during ‘the fpace of the laft 18
months at the Hétel Dicu, ' The cafes related at the
beginning of this article prove that it will fucceed in
infants of the moft tender age. The ancients em-
ployed the ligature with fuccefs ‘on fubjets bor-
dering on the age of puberty. Perhaps it would fuc-
ceed with adults. The cafes related prove that de-
bility of the conftitution, nay even dileafes of the
abdomen, are not always an obftacle to the fuccefs of
the operation: it is productive of no inconvenience ;
and before it is performed, it is always eafy to affure
ourfelves of the complete reduétion of parts, which
would be neceffarily dangerousto comprehend in the
ligature, nor is there any difficulty in retaining the
reduced parts during the operation. To the certainty
of fuccefs, which will not admit of doubt, we have
the advantage of the application of the ligature being
unattended with pain; for the infants on whom it
has been applied, have enjoyed their reft and appe-
tite, and were completely frec from fever. The
ligature is then confequently preferable to topical
applications, whofe inefficacy are known to all prac-
titioners, and 1s certainly -equally fuperior to com-
preffion ; for in this method the fkin and the fac are

crowded into the umbilical ring, and become a REW
‘ obftacle
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obftacle to the contraction and adhefion of its edges
In this way an effe&t is produced abfolutely contrary
to the object propofed. ; :

With refpect to the certainty of fuccefs, and the
durability and perfection of the cure, the advantage is
entirely in favour of the ligature. . The mechanical
contra&ion of the umbilical opening is the fame in
both methods, or at leaft we will fuppofe {0, to fa-
vour as much as poflible the method of compreffion;
but the agglutination and adhefion of parts, the ne-
ceflary confequence of the inflammation induced,
can only be procured by, themethod we have adopted;
confiderations that fhould give it a decided prefer-
ence to all others; nor will it be difputed: but by
timid, prejudiced, or obftinate pratitionets.

~ Cafe of Necroﬁ;.of_tbe Tibia.
[By M: Deuanne, Surgeon to the Hbtel Diew.] -

M B:OUDET, a baker, 19 years of age, re-

o ceived a violent contufion on the middle
and anterior part of the left leg, which did not how-
ever prevent him from attending his buﬁx}efs;,but
ftom the {welling and pain that fupervened, he was
‘ ' : compelled

»
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compelled to apply to the Hétel Dieu, where he was
admitted on the 28th of March, 1789, five days
after the accident.  There was a confiderabile abeefs
already formed on the part where the contufion, was
received, which was opened throughout its whole
length. The next day an emollient poultice was
applied to the part. On the 11th day the cicatrix
was nearly finifhed, although attention was paid to
keep the cdges feparated by the intetpofition of lint
between its edges. The patient; conceiving himfelf
cured, requefted his difmiffion. He returned to the
hofpital in a month, with an eryfipelas that occupied
the whole leg. By the ufe of the poultice, fuppura-
tion was again produced; but inftead of obferving
reft, and’ attending to the regimen enjoined, he was
intemperate in his condu&, and would not refrain
from walking. The tongue became furred, the
mouth bitter, and the difcharge glairy. The pain
and inflammation increafed to a violent degree.. By
the ufe of emetic drinks thefe fymproms were, in
fome meafure, mitigated. A fevere diet was ordered,
but by fome means he contrived to evade its obfer-
vance. The f{ymptoms were now renewed with
aggravated violence, and in a few days an ulcer
formed on the anterior part of the leg, which denuded
the fuperior half of the tibia: it was dreffed with
pledgets dipped in vinegar. His drinks were acidu-
lated with cream of tartar. After fome days of this
treatment, the ulcer began to be deterged and the
fuppuration lefs putrid; poultices were employed,

and occafionally dry lint, with the view of 'rgpreﬁi;g
the
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the exuberant granulatzcms that rofe from the edgc's
of the ulcer.

During the interim of waiting for the exfoliation of
the bone, a perfon, in attempting to raifc the patient
in his bed, ftruck the inferior part of the affeted leg
againft the foot of the bed. This accident was ac-
companied with the moft acute pain. The next day
an inflammation fupervened on the inferior part of the
leg, which terminated inan abcefs, that was opened
as foon as a flu&uation was evident. The whole in-
ferior extremity of the tibia was now denuded. A
month afterwards, the dead portion of the bone, that
1s to fay, all the anterior part of the tibia, began to
{eparate from that portion which had not been ex-
pofed. From the edges of this portion red granula~
tions began to flioot, which fucceflively offifying,
formed in the end a new bone, which almoft covered
the dead part of the bone. The exfoliating portion,
though detached at its fides, was not moveable; and
at this time its extraction was not deemed eligible, as
the exceffive heat of the weather (being in the month
of Atigu{’t) was unfavourable to fucha fevere opera-
tion. For this reafon it was deferred till Oétober,
till which penod he was only allowed decottions of
plants, {uch as endive, fuccory, &c. + At the begm-
ning of the month a diluting regimen was obferved,
fome flight emetic drinks, and a laxative was ordered.

On the 18th of O¢tober, the patnent being l2id on
his back and confined by affiftants, Mr. Default ex-
pofed all the regenerated portion, by taking away all
the foft parts comprized in two incifions, which

- bec'an
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began immiediately below the anterior tuberofity of
the tibia and united at the inferior part of that bone,
After fecuring fomg fmall arteries, he raifed cthe offious
portion which invefted the fequeftered bone by means
of a chifel and mallet, and this body, which only
flightly adhered towards the middle. part, was eafily
extracted by means of an elevator. The dead portion
of bone extracted was nearly of the fame length as the
tibla and nearly two thirds as thick. A confiderable
wound refulted from this extraction, the two extre-
mities of which were bounded by the regenerated bone,
which Mr. Default left for fear of interfering with the
ligaments of the articulation. The wound was ﬁlled‘
with doffils of lint ; and as the new formed bone had
not et attained its perfe@ folidity, the bandage was
employed the fame as in fractured legs. The patient
was put on diet, and the ufe of a diluting deco&ion
acidulated with oxymel. The reft of the day and
night pafled without pain. = The third day the dref-
fings were tinged with that kind of bloody oozing
which generally precedes fuppuration. The fuperfi-
cial lint was removed, frefh applied, and moiftened
with deco&tion-of marfhmallows. i

. The 4th day the whole of the lint was detached by
the fuppuration, and expofed a wound of a red and
remarkable healthy appearance. The edges of the
wound, to prevent the adhefion of the lipt, were
dreffed with flips of linen dipt in cerate and the dref-
fings fprinkled with an emollient deco&ion. On the
8th day a fmall {plinter of bone was detached, fituated

at the fuperior part of the tibia. On the 1xth, the
: turgid
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turgid appearance of the edges of the wound had en-
tirely fubfided, and the bottom began to fhoot forth
healthy gmnulatxom On the 1 5th, the patient pro-
cured {ome fpirituous liquors and improper food,
which brought on fymptoms of indigeftion. After
this excefs the wound became pale, the 'edges {wel-
led, red, painful, and the fuppuration ferous and
fetid. | An emetic was given, diffolved in a confider-
able quantity of fluid, which procured abundant eva-
cuations and produced fenfible good effects. The
whole leg was covered with an emollient poultice.
In a few days fuppuration took place and the wound
reaflumed its former appearance. On the 6oth, the
bottom of the wound was nearly on a level with its
edges, and appeared difpofed to heal perfectly, when
the patient, conceiving himfelf out of danger, gave
into frefh excefles, which was followed with new fymp-
‘toms : in alittle time a great part of the cicatrix was
deftroyed : emetic drinks were again ordered, and
continued many fucceffive days. Prifans acidulated
with cream of tartar were ufed, and  emollient cata~
plafims applied. Some days afterwards the progrefs
of the ulceration feemed bounded, the difcharge im-
proved the bottom of the wound deterged, and
the edges thinned : at the end of three weeks no
trace remained of the fymptoms we have juft men-
tioned. Solid food was now allowed. The bottom
of the wound gradually filled up with red, heaithy,
firm granulations, and the wound was perfe&ly cica-
‘trized 289 days after the operation, and in 15 months

from the firft attack of the difeafe, there only re-
mained
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mmncd a deep groove iiong the anterior part of the
leg which did not affe& the folidity of the bone.

This man returned to the Hétel Dicu fifteen months
afterwards, to be treated for a contufed wound -of the -
{ame leg with a divifion of a branch of the anterior
tibial artery, which was fecured by ligature, He was
cured in the ufual time without any accident. whate-
ver fupervening.

€afe of an z;nguinal Hernia, which terminated in Gan-
_ grene, and o fiftulous Opening, admitting of the
Difcharge of the Feces, cured by Compreffion.

[By Mr. JuLLiex, Surgeon.]

AULIAU, awidow of thevillage of Treilles,

fifty years of age, had a hernia for many
yearsfituated onherright fide,which was eafily returned,
but fhe was not folicitous to retain it when reduced.
At the end of Nov. 1790, fymptoms of ftrangulation
came on, which obliged her to fend for a furgeon,
who endeavoured to reduce it. Not fucceeding, he
employed bleeding, baths, anodynes, &c. The fymp-
toms encreafed, and the only refource was the opera-
tion. The patxent refufed to fubmit to it, and pre-

ferred the opinion of her neighbours and of an emplllC
in
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in the neighbourhood.  This laft perfuaded her. that
the tumor was only an abcefs, and left her in a few
days in a’'moft defperate fituation. 'The furgeon was
again, called in, who found the tumor foftened, the
patient cold, with fcarce any pulfe, and affected with
hiccups and vomitings as frequent as when he firft
faw her. He propofed the operation, and Mr. Jul-
lien was called in to perform it, the 14th day after the
ftrangulation. On Mr. Jullien’s arrival, the vomitings
and pains had ceafed for fix hours; the extremities
were cold, the tongue dry, the lips of a violet colour,
the pulfe intermittent and fcarcely to be felt, in fhort
there exifted every fymptom of approaching death.
The tumor was brown, foft, and of confiderable bulk;
the undulation of a fluid was evident, which was re-
turned into the abdomen by a flight degree of preflure,
and was accompanied with a noife.

Under thefe circumftances, Mr. Jullien declined
performing the operation, from an opinion it would
be of no avail, but at the fame time had fome hopes
that the cafe might teriminate favourably. =Soon af-
terwards the patient experienced fome fenfations or
motions in the abdomen, which feemed to commu-
nicate with the anus. This induced a hope that the
ftrangulation had not completely interrupted the
pafizge between the fuperior and inferior part of the
inteftine® with the view of keeping up her ﬁr_e_n'gth, a

® The inference drawn from this circumﬁa_nce may poflibly
lead to an erroneous conclufion, for this impulfion of facesto-
wards the anus, may take place in a complete hernia,

& : {poonful
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fpoonful of broth, thh a htﬁe wmc, was given every

‘half hour ‘The next day emolhent clyfters were
thrown up, which at firft brought -away bllious and
then purulent matters; ina few days her ftrength
was a little increafed. Six days after the ceffation of |
the {ymptoms, the tumour breke of itfelf. © The aper-
ture was fituated two fingers breadth diftant from the
fuperior {pine of the ilium. It difcharge:l a confi-
derable quantity of purulent fecal and chyliferous
matters mixed with blood. -~ Two hours after this dif-

charge fhe had two copious ftools from the part. A
few days afterwards her appetite returned; and from
this period it was impofiible to perfuade her to adhere -
to the regimen enjoined, ar to attend in any degree to
the direGtions of the furgeon. She grew more and
more enfeebled every day, and at length fell into a
kind of marafmus.- The chyliferous matter mixed
with excrements and pus, pafling conftantly i:fhrough
the fiftulous opening, determined her to fend again
for Mr. Jullien, three weeks after he had declined

vifiting her.

Mr. Jullien conceived that if he could prevent the
difcharge of faeces &c. by the ring, as he was con-
vinced adhefion had taken place between the circum-
ference of the gut and that part, that the whole of the
excrements would pafs by the rettum, and that a
complete cure of the fiftula might by this means
be obtained. To accomplifh this obje, he em-
ployed an elaftic bandage; the cufhion of which
was flightly conical, and furnithed wil "fplral -
{pring, contrived fo as to prefs only on‘ the
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Caft of a [chirrus Affeétion of the Rﬁ?mﬁ and of he ’”-
Jerior Part of the Colon, that terminated fatally.

[By Mr. BouLET, Surgeon to the Hotel Dien. ]2

ILLIAM Gatteau, 37 years of age, in the
courfe of the year 1787 experienced confi-

derable difficulty in going to ftool; which gradually
increafed to fuch a degree, thatv it fequiréd extraordi-
nary efforts to expel the folid ‘ fzces. = This man had
never been affected with the venereal difeafe or any
particular complaint to which this difeafe might be
realonably attributed. At the time of his admiffion
into the Hétel Dieu, on the 29th of May I79i; he
had been tormented with an obftinate diarrhaea ac-
companied with tenefmus. There was a conftant
fetid, fanious difcharge, generally black and fome-
times bloody, that took place from the anus. The
rectum was callous, and filled with tubercles, which |
rendered the introduction of the finger extremely dif-
ficult. Thefc indurations exterded themfelves to the
perin2um and buttocks, where two {mall abceffes
formed that opened into the margin of the anus. In
the fcrotum there was a number of cutaneous tuber-
cles, fimilar to thofe which are obferved in cancerous
breafts. All the glands of the groin ‘were {chirrus,
and the greateft part enlarged to the fize of the

thumb. ) oy S
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A relaxing regimen was ordered, with the pfe of
medicines {lightly aperient and diaphoretic, a finall
tent of lint’ was mtroduced up the inteftine, and an
emollignt poultice apphed The following days the
fize and length of the tent were gradually augmented,
as the progreflive dilatation of the inteftine increafed.
The purging ceafed, and the difchargc which took
place-by the anus became white, but was not dimin-
ifbed in quantity. By the z2oth day, the inferior
part of the gut was fufficiently dilated to admit larger
tents. = The inteftine, above where the tents reached,
(which were fix inches in length) was fuppofed to be
ftill contracted from the refiftance felt in puthing them
forward and from the difficulty the patient ftill expe-
rienced in voiding his excrements. With the view
that the tents might be -introduced higher and with
more eafe, they were employed of a fmaller diameter.
By this method, in lefs than a week they were intro-
duced ten inches up the gut. It would have been®
poffible tohaveintroduced them ftill farther, if the con-
traction had appeared tohave exifted above*. The di-
latation produced by this mild but continued preffure
of an extraneous body on the coats of the inteftine
foon facilitated the patlage and expulfion of the
feces, and from this time the ftate of the patient fen-
fibly improved, his ftrength increafed, and he was
capable of enjoying the exercxle of walking, whleh

_* For the defcription of the RO applying thefe tents,
the reader is referred to page 255 of the firft volume,

i 02 "he



« Ay )
“he liad not attemfatedv fince his. admittance into the
hofpital. " Thefe favourable circumftances were not
however of long continuance : fifteen days® afterwards,
the deep feated pains in his limbs, which in a flight
degree had affeéted him for many years, fuddenly in-
creafed, and became. more violent in the night than
in the day This laft c1rcumf’tance, which {eemed
to characterife the venereal virus, induced the {urgeon
to prefcribe a ftrong decoétion of the fudorific woods,
in the dofe of a pint a day: the effet was flightly
fenfible. Ten days afterwards a {poonful of Van'
Swieten’s fo‘luuon * with each pint of the ptifan was
exhibited. The quick difappearance of the fymptoms
feemed a circumftance hlorhly favourable to the reme-
dy, but his fituation in other particulars was not
- mended, after the ufe of thefe medicines had been per-
fifted in for fix weeks; on the contrary, the inteftine
became more painful, - the fchirrofitics which fur-
,rounded the margin of the anus, extended more to-
wards the fcrotum.  The pains in the abdomen,
which had never totally _ceafed, now mcreafed,
from this circumftance the folution was omitted.
Soon  afterwa rds the fuppuration by the reftum
was abundamt and ferous; .a colhquanve diarr~
hza came on, the ) patlent grew more and more en-
feebled, and at length funk under his complaint on
the 23d of September, 1791, four months after his

* This folution is compofed of eight grains of fublingate
diffolved in a pint of diftilled water: fometimes prg&itioners ]
employ twelve grains, which Van Swietgn has done himfelf.

$ <4 ' ° admifs
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admxfﬁon and four yearsand a’ balf after the firft at-
tack of his difeafe.

On dlﬁ'eé’uon, the dxameter of the mteﬁ;mes, were
found *confiderably leflened, particularly from the
begmmng of the ilium, as low down as the anus; the
mefentery was diffeminated with {chirrus glands, the
largeft of which was only three lines in diameter ; s ihe
pancreas was’ only {lightly. enlarged, but fchirrus
throughout its whole extent. The bladder was whole;
all the other parts contained in the cavity of the pelvis
formed one confufed carcinomatous mafs, extcndmg
to the perineum and buttocks: its fubftance refem-
bled bacon both in colour and confi ﬁence, and con-
tained fmall colleGtions of matters fimilar to what is
- found in gla,nds ready to ulcerate. The inteftine
comprized in this mafs adhered to the furround'hg
parts and was confounded with it externally: its in-
ternal tunic, healthy in appearance, was flaccid and
wrinkled, occafioned without doubt by the difappear-
ance of the ‘tubercles that formerly diftended them :
it was covered with a fanious matter, which appeared
to ooze from its furface. The other tunics were fo
blended with the cancerous mafs, that they could be
only diftinguifhed by their colour and hardnefs, which
refembled cartilage. - Near the anus they were three
lines in thicknefs, which infenfibly diminithed till it
approached the laft vertebre of the loins, where, the
coats of the inteftine regained their natural fize. The
tents reached as high as this part; for the extremity
of the one that was laft introduced was found fituated
in this place, The frequent introduétion of thefe

O3 : €xtra-



RS e
cxtran;ous bodies muft neceﬂ'anly have changed the
direction of the fuperior part of the reCtum and the
correfpondent portlon of the colon, for the inteftinal

canal defcended in a right line from the middle of the
laft lumbar vertebrz as far as the anus, |

. Cafeof a Ranulé, cured by Excifion,
[By M. Hena, Surgedh to the HéteI!Di_eu.]

REGLY, 24 years of age, had a tumor from

his infancy fituated under the tongue on the left
fide of the frenum; it was {inall, {oft, and nearly in-
dolent ; it remained nearly in the {ame ftate unul the
middle of the year 1790, when it grew ina fmall
{pace of time to a confiderable fize. = Topical appli-
_cations were only employed, and with no effect. On
the gth of May, 1791, he was admitted into the Hé-
tel Dieu, This tamor was a ranula, which at this
time occupied the whole anterior part of the mouth.
As this difeafe could not be cured without the ope-
ration, Mr. Defaule performed it, and in the follow-
ing manner. The patient wasfeated in a high chair,
and fecured by affiftants. - The mouth was kept open

by means of a {ubftance introduced between, the mo-
. ‘ 2 dblat n |
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lar teeth. 'Thefurgeon then incifed with his biftoury
the right fide of the tumor, the whole length’ of the
frenum. * The direftion of the incifion was from bes
hind forwards.  The fides of the cyft were then cau-
tiouﬂy‘\riifed,‘ and excifed with the {ciffars. The
difcharge was white grumous, and of an infupporta-
ble fmell. A flight hemorrhage took place, which
was eafily ftopped by drefling the wound with lint.
The day after the operation a confiderable {welling
took place under the chin and on the edges of the
wound. A poultice was ordered, and a gargle com-
pofed of barley water and honey of rofes. The
fwelling fubfided in a few days, and the fanious and
fetid difcharge was converted into laudable pus.

On the fixth day, the wound furnifhed a glairy un-
wholefome fanies, the fkin became hot, the tongue
furred, accompanied with a bitter tafte in the mouth 3
circumftances that announced a derangement in the
prime vie. Thefe {ymptoms yielded to the emetic
drink, and the wound now healed very rapidly.
"Three days afterwards there only remained an open-.
ing neceffary for the excretion of the faliva, which
was fituated at the pofterior part of the wound. The
patient was difmiffed the hofpital, perfedtly cured,
11 days after the operation. : :

04 ' Cafe
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Ca/?z of a Fraﬁzm;, 'wztb complzmted Sympzam;, occa-
R ﬁoned b_y a Fall on the Knee.

[By M. WEDEKII:TD, Profeﬁ'qu at Mayence.]

ON the 24th of Nover.nber,‘ 1790, a man in
runnjng fell on his knee on a heap of hard
earth, He got up without any affiftance, but was
unable to fupport himfelf : he was taken - home im-
mediately.  Confiderable fwelling fupervened on the
“knee, accompanied with every {ymptom of violent
inflammation. Nitrated drinks, a copious bleeding,
~and antiphlogiftic regimen, were prefcribed. The
external apphcatlons were fomentations, firft com-
pofed of cold water and brandy, and afterwards of
Goulard. The inflammation abated, but the {welling
remamed He ftill experienced the moft acute pains,
which extended the whole length of the leg, and de-
'puved him completely of fleep. After 11 days at--
tendance, M. Wedekmc, obliged to go a f(hort
Journey, ordered that compreffes dipped in Arquebu-
fade, fhould be applied to the limb during, his ab-
{ence. The patient, expenencmg violent pain the
firft time he made ufe of this application, imputed it
to this circumftance, and fent for another furgeon.
When he arrived he ordered a poultice to be applied
to the leg, compofed of aromatic herbs boiled in

wine. The pain fill increafing, the remedy was re-
. * jetted,
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jetted, and the furgeon difmiffed. A phyfigian who
was confulted the next day, the thlrteenth from the
- accident; found the whole of the leg flightly fwelled,
withput hardnefs or difcoloration of the fkin. No
acute pain was experienced on preflure, except at the '
inferior part of the patella, which formed a fma]l pro-
Je€tion, above which was an evident depreffion. This
circumftance induced a prefumptlon that this part
had been tranfverfely fra&ured but fubfequent exa-
minations did not tend to confirm the phyfician in
this idea, who contented himfelf with: applying on the .
whole leg and inferior part of the thigh two long
comprefles dipped in Goulard water, “and retained
above by means of a roller. Two days after the pain
and {welling diminifhed, and was in’ other refpeits
much better; however, from the fulnefs of the pulfe,
it was judged expedient to bleed him, and to order a
gentle purge, compofed of equal pai‘ts,'of cream of
tartar and fugar. 'The pain was now evidently miti-
gated ; and the following night he enjoyed feveral
hours uninterrupted fleep. In the midft of this calm,
the {welling of the inferior part of the leg returned
with increafed violence. Profeffor Wedekind, who
was now returned, continued the {ame applications ;
“and as the patient.was unwilling to' keep his bed, he
employed a kind of laced boot to contain the leg: it
was fo conftructed as to prevent the flexion of the limb.
By means of this contrivance, the patient was capable
of fitting in a chair. '
- On the 17th day, his fleep was not mtermptcd.
'On one fide the fwelling of the knee had increafed,
although
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although the pain in this part had nearly compleatly
fubfided, and on the other the tumefaction of the lég
bad fenfibly diminithed: On the 18th, he wis better,
and pafled the whole morning in his arm chair much
at hiseafe. The phyﬁcians, after the ufual applica-
tions, left him at half paft eleven, well fatisfied with
his pofition. In balf an hour they received the news.
of his death.. They were informed that the patient,
{foon after they had left him, impatient from the
tedioufnefs of the treatment, had fent for a woman,
by trade a baker, but who occafionally practifed the
profeffion Qf a bone-fetter. This woman took off the
dreflings, and moved the limb with confiderable vio-
lence in every pofiible direction, notwithftanding the
dreadful pain that this -conduét occafioned ; at laft
fhe made him fupport himf{elf entirely on his foot,
walk up and down his chamber, and then fit
down ; during her endeavours to execute new mo-
tions with the foot, the patient fell into a {yncope
and expired.  The regency of Mayence; informed of
this fingular fa&, gave orders for the body to be
opened, which was done on the 13th of December,
1790, two days after his deceafe.

A fluuation was manifeft in the articulation
of the knee, with an extraordinary mobility of the
patella, The incifion of the integuments expofed
a cellylar fubftance, with lymph diffufed in its cells,
and with fome veftiges of extravafated blood. On
dividing the vaftus externus mufcle; a quantity of
brown fluid {pouted out mixed with floculi, fimilar

in confiftence to fat half melted. On the “outfide of
: the
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the patella, a vertical fiffure was obferved, which di-
 vided the articdlatory capfule throughout its whole
upper part. The patella itlelf was uninjured ; its
internal furface was only tinged with a yellow colour,
which was equally diffufed all over the cartilages of
the articulation, The capfular ligament was tran{-
verfely divided for the fpace of an mcﬁ] towards the
inferior angle of this bone. The articular furface of
the tibia prefented two deep fiffures; one, extending
- dire@ly from before backwards, feparated the two
condyles; the other, direted obliquely from behind
forwards and outwards, had detached from the body
of the bone the pofterior part of the external condyle,
which was only retained by its adhefion to the fibula.
The lfrag_ nts were not, however, difplaced. The
void produced by the flight feparation of the fraured
portions was exactly filled by a red fubftance, about
the thicknefs of a card, and of a laminous fcaly ap-
pearance. The other parts of the articulation were
uninjured, except the adipofe hgament whxch ap-
peared violently contufed,

REeMARKs and CASEs by the ED!TOR;

The cafe related by Profeflor Wedekind affords am- :

ple room for interefting reflection, as it concerns
: theoretical
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theoretica] and praétical furgery as well as medical Ju«
rifprudence. The fpecies of longitudinal frature which
feparated the condylgs,' and penetrated deeﬁly into
the body of the tibia; the external'condyle detached
without difplacement; the red laminous fubftance
which filled up the fiffure, which without doubt
would have béen changed into bone; the rupture of
thearticulatory capfule, the effe& of the fall, or per-
haps produced by the violent exertions of the bone,
fcttg ; the projecting portion of the. inferior part of
the patella, and the depreffion remarked above though
the bone was not fractured ; the difficulty of difco-
vering the nature of the injury ; the {ymptoms col-
le&ively confidered, their nature and progrefs ; their
ceffation, which was nearly total, on t‘hel‘,,:;pplication
of an inftrument that formed an oppofition 'to the
flexion of the leg; the violent pain brought on by
motion inconfiderately applied, and the death that it
occafioned ; are all fo many different objeéts for the
refleCtion of the furgeon. Each might perhaps merit
a particular difcuffion ; but this would lead us beyond
the bounds we prefcribe ourfelves in the condué of
this Journal. We fhall content ourfelves with an-
nexing two cafes analogous to that of Profeffor Wede-
kind’s, which will clearly prove the danger of motion
ignorantly and rafhly applied to parts already dif-
eafed, and the ferious {ymptoms that may refult from
the difplacément of fratured bones.

S st
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: "ARY Bardou, 16 years of age, experienced at
the clofe of the year 1 786, a violent pain at the
fupenor part of the left arm, which had been frac-
tured ten years before.. The practitioner who was
firft confulted, confidered it prudent to attempt no-
thing at this period.  The Sieur Dumont /e Valdajon,
2 man much in vogue at this time, was called in: he
gave a decided opinion that the bone was luxated ;

and- after 'a very forcible extenfion, he moved the
arm repeatedly in every diretion w1th confiderable
violence. An alarming inflammation from this im-
prudent condué, foon occupied the upper half of the
- arm, which extended to the correfpondent portion of
the fhoulder and thorax. This practitioner, though
obliged to acknowledge his miftake, fill flattered the
parents with the hope of a fpeedy cure; he applied
a mixture of fuet and bran dipped in urine to the
. parts affected ; the pain became in the higheft degree

violent ; many abcefles formed in the arm and breaft,.
which broke {pontaneoutly at the end of three months,
and remained fiftulous.  After fix months of this dif=

guﬁxng treatment the was abandoned by Dumont, and
was obliged to apply for admiffion into the Hotel
Dicu. At this period this unfortunate woman had a
deep and extcnﬁvte caries, affe¢ting the whole fuperior
part of the humerus and which had affected the firft
shrep true ri%s,  From her ftrength bmngalready ex-
" haufted
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thaufted by her fuﬂ'enngs, and an abundant fuppura-
tion accox’npamed with a purging, the refources of art
were ineffectual : (he {funk under hér difealeson the-
1ft of November, 1789, a little time fubfequent to
her admiffion. #

e
[By Mr. GUILIER, Surgeon to the Hotel Diéu.]

FLIPE, a very ftrong man, 29 years of age, was

carried to the Hétel Diea the 15th of October,
1790, for an oblique fracture of the middle part of the
thigh complicated with a wound. Independent
of this there was a jagged wound fituated over the fu-
perciliary arch, which affected only the integuments.
The accident happened by his falling on the pave-
ment from a fecond ftory. He was drunk at the
time it occurred. = He was fenfelefs, heavy, with a
frequent and concentrated pulfe. Thefe fymptoms,
probably in part occafioned by his drunkennefs, fub-
fided the next day. The wounds were drefled, and
the thigh maintained in an extended pofition. He
experienced only flight pains, which were totally dif-

fipated by the 4th day, when the alimentary canal
S ok e el
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had been evacuated. No fwelling whatever of the
thigh took place. Hif

. By the, 7th the wound was nearly cxcamzed and
the patient feemed to be out of danger of any accident;
but the following mght one of thie patients awkwardly
endeavouring to raife him in the bed by his middle,
difplaced the fragiments of the bone and bent the
thxbh The patient inftantly exper ienced mvoluntary
contractions and tw1tchmgs of the parts, which bc-
came every inftant more violent. The furgeons we‘re
not apprized of it till the next day. The mufcles
contracted with fuch force, that on taking off the
dreffings, the thigh bent at a right angle, notwith-
ftanding an extenfion kept up by two vigorous affift-
ants. Thefe two could not reduce it, and it was
neceflary to have a third to prefs on the fractured
part. From this time no dreffings whatever were ade-
quate to prev“ent the involuntary motions and con-
tra&ions of the parts ; a difficulty in deprefling the
lower jaw, almoft invincible, announced an atrack of
tetancs, which foon became univerﬁﬂ, nomﬁthﬁ:anding
the ufe of Hoffman’s: anodyne liquor and other anti-
fpafimodics, and terminated fatally five days after-
wards.

On diffection, the foft parts contiguous to the frac-
ture were found bruifed and torn by the friction of
the bone and moiftened with a confiderable quantity

of bloody fanies.  No extraordinary appearancé was
found on opening the head, or in any other part of
the body '

Caft
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Cézf; of @ complicated Hare-lip cured by the Qperation.

.

~ [By Mr. Acassz, -Surgeon. ]

\HIS furgeon was confulted in April, 1791, for

- William Bally a child feven years of age, who -
was affected from his birth' with a double hare-lip.
The middle part of the lip formed a kind of button
five lines in diameter, which projeted farther than the
end of the nofe and with which it formed a continua-
tion. This projefting portion of the lip covered in
part a detached fragment of the maxillary bones, in
. which were three incifor teeth. « This fragment pro-
je@ted one quarter of an inch. This offious portion’
admitted of motion from fide to fide, and clofed up
the anterior extremity of a fiffure nearly an inch in
breadth, and which divided the palatine arch through-
out its whole length and in which might be feen the
inferior edge of the feptum nafi. This child was at
firft nourithed with cows milk and afterwards with
pap. He was incapable of mafticating his food till
four years of age : before this period it was neceflary
to chew the food before it was given him, which he
then {wallowed with difficulty. Part of this nourifh-
ment, pafled into the pofterior nafal fofle and paﬁ'ed
out of the noftrils and the fiffures in the jaw. It was
neceffary to pufh his head backwards to enable him to

fwallow any kind of liquid, The fecretion from the -
sk ~ poftrils
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noftrils continually flowed into the rnouth throagh'the
palatine fiffure. - :

*Emboldened by the fuccefsful termination of Mary
Dehagne’s cafe, related in the firft volume of the Jour-
nal and which was ftrictly fimilar, Mr. Agafle was
induced to form a more favourable prognoftic than
his profeffional brethren who had been previoufly
confulted, and who had unanimoufly rejected the
operation as ufelefs, dabgerous, and even imprac-
ticable. - Mr. Agaflc undertook to perform it, but
requefted that the child fhould remain at his own
houfe till the completion of the cure. On the 3d of
May the comprefiive bandage was applied, (of which
Mr. Default availed himfelf in a fimilar cafe,) with
the view of diminifhing the bulk of the projetting
portion of the lip and leflening the protrufion of the
ifolated portion of the maxdlary bones. The fame
fuccefs was obtained.

By the 17th day, the mfcrxor edge of the projet-
ing portion of the lip was deprefled lower than even
the other part of the lip, and was widened in the
{fame proportion. The offious fragment was pufhed
in at the fame time, and in fuch a manner, that the
end of the nofe projeéted more than 3 line beyond it.
This ftate appeared favourable to the operation. Af~-
ter detaching with a biftoury as far as the noftrils the
proje&ing lip which adhered to the bony protube-
rance, he incifed its edges, as well as thofe of the lip,
with the fciffars, in the manner defcribed in the firft
volume. As the projeting portion of the maxillary
bones was very large, Mr. Agafle had prepared him-

Vox. 4% ~ P felf
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felf wich two pins, with the intention of pafling them
{uperiorly on each fide of the projeéting portion of
the lip; but finding that he could eafily pafs a gold
needle through the edge of the fiee portion of the lip,
he renounced the ufe of the' pins, and preferred to
pafs another needle only of the fame nature as the firft
through the parts, as near as pofiible to the nofe.
In other particulars the fame drefiing was employed
~as in the cafe of Mary Dehanne, The arteries of the
projecting portion of the lip afforded at ftft a confi-
derable hemorrhage.. Compreflionon the trunk of the
labial artery, which paffesover the maxillary bone, did
not fupprefs it. * This circumftance, with the cries of
the child, protratted the operation longer than it
would otherwife have been from the attendant cir-
cumftances. The firff day pafled extremely well.
The patient.even flept alittle time after the operation.
The pulfe was raifed a little towards the evening.
The dreffings were renewed the next and the follow-
ing days. - The child, difgufted with broth, wifhed
Aor {olid food; he was indulged with fome mathed
ftrawberries; lemonade was his ordinary drink. Three
days afterwards, on the re-application of the bandage,
a hemorrhage was produced from the cries and agita-
tion of the patient. This was ftopped by a uniting
Jbandage, made of a double headed roller, the middl.e ’
-of which was carried on the nape of the neck. This |
~method was-preferred for fear of difturbing the points -
oftheneedles. =~ : e
v ~The wound, two days afterwards, was drefled twice.
“evety day, in confequence of the difagreeable 04‘::
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the thread had ' contratted. On. the 7th, in the
morning, the fuperior needle was removed, being
loofe, and in the -evening the inferior one. The
threads fell off the next day, and expofed the upper
and left part of the lip torn as far as the middle 'part
of its projecting portion. ' The right fide was confi-
derably lefs injured.  In other refpeé’es\ the lips were
perfc&ly reunited, the projecting portion was now se»
duced nearly to 1ts natural level deglutmon was eafy,
and the fecretion from the nofe now pafled through
the noftrils, In the {pace of four days, the cicatrix of
the lacerated parts was far advanced; it was now only
dreffed with fine lint, retained by a flip of emp. dia-
palma, retained on in the night by a bandage fecured
to the two fides of the nightcap. By the 17th day
after the operation, the child returned home to her
parents perfeély cured and without any deformity.
The middle portion of the maxillary bones were much
 deprefled, the nofe more raifed, and the fiflure of
the palate feafibly diminifhed. Six weeks afterwards
Mr, Agafle faw the child, and found only a fiffure
in the arch of the palate; which fcarcely admitted the
extremlty of the little inger. The pronunciation;
which before the operation was fcarcely intelligible,
now became diftin ; maftication and d;glgtmpgx
“was now alfo eafily performed. - The projecting por-
tion of the middle part of the maxillary bones, from
* their w1dth and convexity, appeared, in Mr. Apafle’s
opmlon to have cauﬁéd the la,ceratxon of the parts; a
mcumﬁance which, hc conceives, would bave been
Bo ke nii aVG;fied.
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avoided by paffing two needles, and mﬁking two fu~
tu_rgs at the fuperior part, as he firft intended.* =

N
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OsservATIONS 07 Retention of Urine; occafioned by
Inflammation of the Urethra.

T is eafy to conceive how inflaimmation of the ure-
thra produces retention of urine in the bladder.
To explain it mechanically, we have only to recolle&t
this pathological chirurgical axiom, viz. that no in-
flammation can exift without fwelling of the part in-.
flamed, and that every tumefaction of the coats of a
canal will neceffarily occafion a contrattion in its dia-
meter. Inflammation of the urethra may be divided
into eryfipelatous and phlegmonous. The firft is
rarely followed with complete retention of urine,
which is often produced from the laft caufe. Both
one and the other may be produced by the general

* Independent of the caufes mentioned by Mr. Agafle, fome-
what may be attributed to the cries of the patient on applying
the dreffings the third day after the operation, and to the ftrong

d on the needles by the uniting bandage;
oduced

In the
than
takes,

compreflion exercife
and perhaps more of this mifchief might have been pr
by the needles remaining fuch a confiderable time.

Hotel Dieu, it is the pra&ice not to leave them more
three or four days, and it is found that no laceration ever

lacec i
. caufes
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caufes of inflammation, but they more fretjuently
arife from the particular difpofitions of this canal.
Thus the‘i,mmoderate ufe of beer, the external or in-
ternal ufe of cantharides, abforption of the matter in
gonorrhaa, catheterifm awkwardly pérformcd, the
introduction of bougies medicated with acrid mat-
ters, all tend to excite inflammation in this canal;
but whatever may be its caufe, we can rarely be de-
cetved in our diagnoftic; for independent of the ge-
nerical fymptoms of inflammation, the patients com-
plain of a fenfe of burning heat in the urethra, and
fometimes a fhivering almoft infupportable in paffing
their urine. The penis increafes a little in fize, and
becomes more {enfible to the touch, - Slight preffure
along the courfe of the urethra is fufficient to excite a
lively pain; and fometimes, when phlegmonous in-
flammation exifts, will enable you to difcover the
{welling formed in the thicknefs of its tunics. - At the
fame time the ftream of urine gradually diminithes,
and is foon reduced to the fize of a thread, confe-
quently confiderable efforts are neceflary for. the ex~
pulﬁon of the urine, whichare fometimes inadequate
to the effe@t. The treatment of this difeafe is fim-
ple; the 1emed1es are anti-phlogiftic 5 tufans foftcnmg
and diuretic, general and local bleeding by means of
leeches to the perinzum, emollient cataplafms to the
fame part, and to the penis, local baths, either of
milk, or a mucilaginous decoction, &c. are generally
fufficient to diffipate this inflammation; foftening
injections have been propofed to be thrown up the
urethra ; but as they cannot pafs up an inflamed and
1’ 3 contra&ed.
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: contra&ed canal without confiderable force being ap-
plied, this would neceffarily; from i its dxﬁenﬁon and :
ﬁ:lmulus, augment the inflammation. 2

. The introduction of the catheter being attended
Wxth pain, it is never had recourfe to but in cafes of
eomplete retentioh; but certainly if this inftrument is
pafled in a fkilful manner, lefs pam is excited than is
occafioned by the urine pafling over an mnflamed fur-
face. As the prefence of the catheter in ‘the canal
becomes a new caufe of inflammation, it fhould be
withdrawn and re- introduced when occafion requires.
Whin the inflammation of the urethraf is of a phleg-
fmonous nature, if the fwelling fhould fuppurate in-
ftead of refolving, and the abcefs fhould break inter-
nally, the ufe of the catheter becomes abfolutely in-
difpenfable to! prevent the urine coming n contact
with : the cavity that contains the pus, which mlght :
pr@duce fiftule, eflufions of urme in the cellular fub- '
ftance, &c. The catheter, under thefe circumftances,
fhould be left till the pouch of the abéefs is perfettly
cicatrized. When the inflammiation is eryfipelatous;
there is no danderrto apprehen,d. the cure, in this '
mﬁancc, is‘quicker, and general!y takes place in 5 or
6 days, unlels fome general aﬁeéhon is prcvalent in

“the habit, as the venereal yirus; under thefe circum-

fances the treatment will neceffarily vary.

«
~
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" » OsservATIONS 022 Gonofrhaa,
N populous cxtles no difeafe whatcver occurs more
frequently than this complaint, and there are few
fubje&s on which more volumes have been written
or that have been fo much invefligated as gonorrhza,
and perhaps no difeafe is more imperfectly known.
We are ign orant of the manner in which it is gained,
of the rout the Mrus takes to affe& the urethra, whe-
ther it penetrates firft into the fubftance of the gland
and then by the way of circulation affe@s the tunics
of the canal, or whether it infinuates directly into ’
the urethra and affe@s its coats by immediate contact,
‘We do not know if the poifon of the virus is the pro-
du& of fermentatlon, or depends on the action of the
folids. = Itis demontftrated that the matter which pro-
‘duces the gonorthza in fome, is of the fame nature
as that which produces chancres 1in others, and that
this difference of action depends folely on the difpofi-
tion of the perfon who contra@s the affeGtion : but
it has not been yet fatisfactorily explained how the
matter of a gonorrhza which is fufficiently adive to
infe& a healthy perfon by a moment’s contact, does
not prove a caufe for the perpetual exiftence of this
difeafe to thofe who have been once affected with it
_and why this matter, contmually diffufed on the glans
and prepuce, does not produce chancres, buboes, and
pther fymptoms. .

P4 SR
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~In authors we meet w1th continual contradictions
refpe&mg the feat of this difeafe : fome fay itis in-
the veficulz feminales; others in the proftrate gland,
fome in the bulb of the urethra, and others in Cow-
per’s glands ; however the prevalent oplmon among
modern pradtitioners is, that the difeafe in general
only affects the mucous follicles of the : uvre‘vthra, and
that in the majority of cafes it is confined to the fofla
nav1culare, and that It rarely extends fo hlgh as three
or four fingers breadth above this part. This opinion
appears to us the moft probable, and 1s confirmed by
the obfervadons'Wé have made on pcthns who have
died at different periods of the gonorrh®a. In many
of thefe fubje&s neither the urethra or the adjacent
parts appeared injured ; in others we have remarked
a rednefs and an appearance of phlogofis towards the
fofla naviculare ; in all, the urethra {feemed to have
more than a natural degree of moifture,and by preffing
" the pores or mucous follicles fituated on the internal
membrane, a fluid tranfuded fimilar in its nature to
. that found in the canal of the urethra. We have
{ometimes f{een ulcerations on the internal membrane
of the urethra, but never a true ulcer, although we
have met with cicatrices which fecmed to have proved
their exiftence,  After thefe fa&s, we have no doubt
that the matter dlfcharged in the gonorrhza, inftead
of pus is only the natural mucus of the urethra altered
in quantity and colour from the irritation and inflam-
mation of the urethra, The virus of the gonorrhza,
at the moment it is communicated, excites no fymp-

;om whatever, Four or five days gencrally clapfe
« before
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bcfore the difeafe is announced by an itching over the
whole glans and towards the orifice of the urethra,'
accompatiied with a flight degree of fwelling of the
lips of the meatus urinarius,  Sometimes thefe fymp-
toms occur earlier : it has been faid that they have
appeared fome hours after the application of the virus.
They often come on the 2d or 3d day, but more fre-
quently at the end of eight days. But there are cafes
on record where the fymptoms have been retarded for
more than fix weeks. In fome patients, previous to
and during the difcharge, this itching, with ihivering
on' making water, are the only attendant {ymp-
toms, but in general this is converted into a fharp,
pungent pain, fituated towards the corona glandis=
this pain progreffively increafes, inflammation comes
on, the penis enlarges independent of ereftion, the
glans becomes red and fwelled, a fenfe of tenfion is
felt along the courfe of the urethra, with an obvious
diminution in the ftream of urine, which fometimes
bifurficates, fometimes is difcharged in a fpiral form,
and at others falls like water from a watering pot.
The patients are tormented by frequent defiresto make
water without the capacity, accompamed at the time
with pain and fhm&nng They experience a fenfe of
laffitude about the pubis, and complain of a difagree-
able fenfation in the fcrotum, tefticles, perinzum,
anus, and the hips. The inguinal glands are often
{ympathetically affefted and even fwell in a {mall de-
gree, but they never fuppurate, a fymptom which
occurs when the bubo is primitive and arifes from the
abforpuon of matter. Erections are very frequent,

particu-
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partxcularly during the mght and attended with fuch
violent pain as to prevent fleep, Thc flow of matter
comes on foon after the inflammation ; it often even
precedes it. - The irritation alone of the urethra will -
excite a {ecretion fufficiently abundant to produce
this flow.  Sometimes this fecretion does not take
place: this happens under two oppoﬁtc mrcumf’cs.nces 3
‘when the inflammation is too violent, and when it is
too weak.  Thefe we term: dry gonorrhzas. The
heat, pain, {welling, and inflammation go on increaf-
ing, and at laft remain in thefame ftate for fix, eight,
or ten days. At length they begin to diminifh, the
fwelling fubfides, and the dl.fcharge gradually leﬂ'ens A
till the cure is.completed. S
- When the mﬂammatlon is confiderable and ex-
tends into the .corpus {pongiofum, it is incapable of
erefion with the corpora cavernofa. The penis now
becomes bent and’ affetted with acute pain : this
fymptom is called chordee. Under thefe circums-
ftances, when the penis is ere¢t a laceration often
takes place of the veftls of the urethra, and a flow of
blood more or lefs abundant and which always pro-
duces eafe in confequence; of unlo&éing the inflamed
veflels. The matter which is difchar

wrethra 1s not of the fame conﬁ{’ccncc or colour at the
different periods of the gonorrhza : at the’ beginning
it is thicker than towards the end of the complaint,
when it becomes more ferous. The ordinary changes
that take place in the colour are as follows ; firfl
greenifh, then yeilow, afterwards- white, and by de-

grees it attains the natura.l colour of the mucus. .~
E R Thcfe
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Thefe changes in the colour of the difchiarge mag
be remarked on the linen, the fpots having different
‘degrees of thade.” In the middle the matter is thicker
and.in greater quantity, and the colour deeper, while
the circumference is pale where the aqueous part has
been depofited. The duration of the difcharge has no
fixed perqu When the gonorrhza is’ fuddenly fup-
prefled and the fwelling of "the urethra perfectly fub-
fided, we give it the name of retropulfed gonorr-
- hea; we call it chronic or habitual when itis not
“cured in the fpace of two months. Tt is impofii-
ble to predict what time will tranfpire before a cure

takes place : it will fometimes continue for years or
even for the life of the patient.  The difcharge does
not always take place from the urcthra :° fometimes it
originates from the prepuce or glans, and comes from
the febaceous glands fituated at this part. This we
term the baftard gonorrhea. It is divided into two
{pecies, bemgn and malignant : the firlt is occafioned
by the virus attacking the corona glandis inftead of
the infide of the urethm and producing on this part
the fame eﬁ'e& as on rhat canal : the fecond is pro-
duced by’ the falaceous mattet becorning acrid from
remaining on'the part and exciting a ftimulus between
the prepuce and glans that produce a greater and 2
more puriform fecretion. In no difeafe we fhould be
more cautious in our prognoftic than in gonorrhza.
In the mlldeﬁ cafes we can never venture to fix the
penod of cure : for whatever may be the attention of
the patient or the abilities of the {urgeon, his endea-

* wours, w111 be often defeated by the obftinacy of the
difeafe.
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difeafe. . We may however venture to hazard fome
remarks that are founded on practical obfervation ;
for exainple, the more the flow of matter is abundant
in the fecond. period of the difeafe, the more eafy the
cure s effeCted and there is no danger of {yphilis taking
place ; at Jeaft we have lefs to apprehend when the
difcharge has run through its different periods without
intertuption and has ceafed {pontaneoufly, than when
it has been frequently fupprefied as in repulfed go-
norrhaea, or when the difcharge has been trifling and
has taken place at a late period. -

‘When we compare the different methods of cure
recommended by authors, we find nothing but con-
tradiftions.  Some only adopt the antiphlogiftic plan,
bleeding . their patients frequently, and employing
baths, with refre(hing drinks, &c. others prefcribe a
heating regimen from the commencement of the dif-

| eafe, and give balfamics, {uch as turpentine, balfam
of copaiba, &c. in large dofes. Some conceive that
the gonorrhza cannot be radically cured without the
affiftance of mercury ; a practice rejeted by the ma-
jority of pracitioners as ufelefs and almoft always
injurious. There are others who proceed more me-
thodically, and who vary their treatment at the dif-
ferent periods of the difeafe : during the ftages of in-
flammation and {welling, a cooling plan, with the ufe
of detergents, is recommended, and the cure finifhed
by purgatives and balfamics.

We might fill volumes with formule of pills, opi-
ates, and other preparanons boaﬁed as mfalhblc n

35 e . this
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this difeafe ; nor is there a petty practitioner but what
has his particular formula. :
The féveral oppofite methods that have been Juft
mentioned, ftrange as it may appear, have met with
nearly equalfuccefs. From this circumftance men of
the firft merit have been induced to leave the cure of
this difeafe entirely to the efforts of nature affifted only
by a proper regimen. - When the patients are uneafy,
and conceive their. cure cannot be produced without
the ufe of medicines, bread pills, or fome other fub-
{tance that is nugatory in its effect is exhibited. This
practice has at leaft the advantage of not tormenting
the patient by difgufting medicines, and injuring the
health in attempting the cure of a difeafe in itfelf lo-
cal and which admits of a natural cure. Some have
propofed inje&ions, and have divided them into dif-
ferent orders, as irritating, emollient, aftringent, &c.
others have propofed the ufe of bougies, which they
have diftinguifhed in the fame manner and to which
properties have been attributed analogous to thofe of
injetion.  Without entering into an analyfis of the
modus operandi of thefe means, we fhall only remark
that the majority of them in a recent gonorrhza are
attended with darfger,._they can only tend to interrupt
the efforts of nature and alter the cousfe of fymptoms
whofe exiftence are probably neceflary for the cure.
We arc then of opinion that we fhould not have re-
courfe to any of thefe methods, unlefs particular
fymptoms ftrongly indicate their neceffity : thus we
have fometimes fuccefsfully employed an elaftic gum

cghcicr, which has been allowed to remain in the
: bladder,

&2 %
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bladder, in cafes where great difficulty, has been expe-
rienced in paffing the urine and attended with infup-
portable pain, G L o
- +In this manner the ufe of this inftrument has been
often attended with fuccefs in re-procuring the flow
of matter 1n retropulfed gonorrhza : but excepting in-
thefe extraordirtary cafes, we for the moft part aban-
don the cure to nature, preferibing only reft with a
temperate regimen. Whatever remedies may be em-
ployed, cither external or internal, the cure is always
doubtful until completed. © Chronic and habitual go-
norrhzas often occur in thofe cafes that in the firft
inftance announce a {peedy cure. Under thefe cir-
cumftances the moft experienced praitioner is often
ata lofs, for he is rarely acquainted with the caufe of
thefe obftinate difcharges, and- confequently has no
indication to fulfil. No remedies fuggeft themfelves
on whofe efficacy he can depend, nor is it poffible for
him to fix a period to the complaint, - In this uncer-
tainty what is to be done ? If the pracitioner is influ-
enced by confcientious principles, inftead of alting
blindly and in the dark, he will abftain from ordering
any medicine, and fuffer the difeafe to ‘wear out of
 itfelf and die as it were of old age. Itis better to ac-
- knowledge the infufficiency of the art than to fuffer
our patients to become the vi&ims of ignorance. The
: éaui:es of the difcharge in gonorrh=as of long ftanding
are not all equally obfcure ; their obftinacy may often
depend on improper regimen, on a bad conftitution,’
~on climate, on acrimony or a depraved ftate of the
fecretions : it may be kept up by lymphatic {wellings
Shad 2 in
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in the cellular fubftance of the urethra, by uleers in
the canal, by a general venereal infettion, and fome-
times by.a defeft in the treatment. The flighteft
change in the regimen produces a manifeft change in
the quality as well as in the quantity of the difcharge;
for by renewing or augmenting the inflammation, the
matter is encreaféd in quantity and virulence, confe-
quently more calculated to keep up that mode of
action neceflary to conflitute gonorrhza : it is thus
that exercife on horfeback, dancing, {pirituous liquors,
high, ftimulating food, immoderate venery, &c. are
caufes that tend to prolong the duration of the dif-
charge. Perlons of a phlegmatic temperament, of g
{crophulous habit, and thofe in the decline of life, as
being litele ﬁifceptib}e of true inflammation, are pe-
culiarly fubje&t to chronic gonorrhza : the vital ac-
tion, in thefe cafes too weak to attenuate and alter the
vitiated fecretions, only furnithes a ferous matter and
in' a fmall quantity, and produces little or no inflam- -
mation or fw}elling.- Under thele circumftances we
have an obvious indication to employ tonics and irri-
tants, fuch as fudorifics, mineral waters, balfamics,
bark, eleétricity, &c. It (hould be remarked that in
thefe cafes topical irritants have been peculiarly fuc-
celsful : injetions with fixed mineral alkali, in the
Proportion of two drachms to a pint of diftilled water,
have frequently cured a gonorrhza in eight or ten
days, that has lafted for many months. A folutlon of
1Wo grains of cor. {ub, in eight ounces of diftilled or
xofe water or in a mucilaginous decoltion, has alfo
- fcen fucceeded. . Many suthors have recommended
Hais . : i 3 the



(238 )

the aqua phagedenica, diluted with a ftrong decoc-
tion of ‘marfhmallow water. This laft has produced
cures under our own immediate obfervation-that have
baffled every other endeavour. 45
. Bougies, whatever may be their compofition,
tfhould all be viewed as topical irritants. Their
prefence produces a fort of increafed action in the
urethra and a more or lefs degree of {welling. Cathe-
ters made of the elaftic gum produce nearly the fame
effe® without being fubje& to the fame inconvenien-
ces; but however either of them may be employed,
and worn conftantly for a fortnight or three weeks;
at the end of which period they fhould not be fud-
denly relinquifhed, but continued to be worn a few
hours in the day or night, until the difcharge
is nearly ftopped. If the gonorthza refifts thefe
means, and its obftinacy arifes from the habit of dif>
eafed a&ion, or from laxity of the veflels, aftringent
injections may be had recourfe to, fuch as folutions of
alum, blue, white, or green vitriol, rabel water, &c.
decottion of oak and Peruvian bark : preparations
for this purpofe may be ufed compofed of aftringent,
refinous gums, fuch as dragon’s blood, balfams, tur-
. pentine, &c. We fhould obferve, that though in-
Jections of this nature poffefs nearly the fame proper-
ties, it often happens one will fucceed in a particular
cafe after the reft have failed, and yet the fame injec-
tion will not be equally efficacious with another pa-
tient. There are many inftances of obftinate go-
norrheeas kept up by the exiftence of fome difeafe
wnfluencing the conflitution at the time, fuch a3
: ' rheu-
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theumatifin, dastrous affetions, &c. This laft has
great affinity with the gonorrhzal virus and always
renders thie running obftinate. When patients have
been ,primarily affeted with thefe complaints, we
fhould always fufpet the {ymptoms to be compli-
cated ; but we are more perfeitly confirmed in the .
idea of a general difeale exifting in the habit, ~when
the fymptoms {ubfide on the appearance and progrefs
of the running. In this cafe the indication is clear.
We (hould attempt the cure of the genéral difeafe by
appropriate remedies, ordivert it from the urethra to
{fome other part. It is to this fpecies of revulfion we
may attribute the cures produced by the application of
2 blifter to the perinzum, to the groins, and to the in-
ternal furface of the prepuce.  On the fame principle
cures have becn obtained of very obftinate runnings
by a blifter, or an ifiue on the arm or thigh, which
- have defeated all other means. One of the moft fre- -
quent caufes of the obftinacy of this complaing may
be attributed - to indurations or knobs in the urethra.
They are generally firuated in its fpongy texture.
They are fometimes fingle, fometimes in groups, and
fometimes colletted together like a fting of beads.
When the penis is'in 4 ftate of demi-ereftion thele
may be diftin&ly felt. Thefe Little knots are fo many
lymphatic {wellings, which keep up a fort of phlogo-
fis in the urethra, favourable o the exiftence of the
running. This difcharge fometimes ftops and the
indurations remain.  The patient under thefe circum-
ftances thinks himfelf cured, but fooner or later ob=
ftrucions of the urethra appear with new wrinary
Vou.II. - QO ' tumors.
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tumors.  Alkaline injections, local baths and fomen-
tations, will generally difcufs them. They rarely
refift the ufe of bougies or thofe of the claftic gum.
The radical cure of the gonorrhzea is confequent to

their difappearance. ;
Gonorrh@as complicated with ulcers in the canal
are not admitted by all praititioners : a great number
deny their exiftence: but we are difpofed to believe
that they fometimes occur, as they cnly fupport their
opinion on negative proofs, and as the organization
of the urethra is by no means contrary to the forma-
tion of thefe ulcers ; and at the fame time we are {up-
ported in our opinion by thofe on whofe fidelity we
can depend and who fay that they have actually {cen
them. Befides, as has been mentioned, we have fcen
cicatrices in the urethra, nor can we conceive why this
part i not equally fubje@ to ulcerate as the glans,
the prepuce, the infide of the mouth, &c. There is
in faé reafon to wonder why thefe ulcers do not oc-
cur more frequently. Though fimple gonorrhzas,
properly treated, never terminate in {yphilis, it is not
the fame with thofe complicated with ulcers: thefe,
continually bathed with gonorrhzal matter, take on
the character of chancres, and like them will produce
a.general infection. In thefe cafes general anti-vene-
real medicines thould be ufed and the local difeafe
«curedat the {fame time. Perhaps thefe ulcerswould cure
themfelves without general treatment, as is the cafe
fometimes with chancres on the penis. If their edges
ate hard and callous, the elaftic bougies may be em-
ployed with fuccefs, Thefe are the cafes where
“medicated



al 24x )

- medicated bouglcs have been recommended. Aftera
gononheea has exifted for many months, it is impof-
Aible to fay whether it is venereal, or kept by any
general affetion, or only local. All that has been
written on the {ubject has only increafed the difficulty
- of the diagnoftic. ~Anti-venereals having fucceeded
in fome cafes where local ones have failed, it has been
fuppofed that the obftinacy of the running might be
attributed to the venereal infection, but we well know
how thefe conclufions are {ubjet to error.

Is it by any means certain that the cure would not
have naturally taken place during the time the treat-
ment lafted, or that the remedies have acted as anti-
venereal ?  Perhaps it may be fufficient to change the
prefent difpofition of the paticnt to obtain a cure.
The ftopping of the running is not always a certain
fign of the radical cure of an obftinate gonorrhea : it
frequently happens that after an interruption of a
forthight, one, two, or even fix months, this dif-
charge is renewed. When it ceafes again, ‘and ap--
pears after a certain period of time, the difeafe cannot
be regarded as completely and perfectly cured, al-
though the running has difappeared without return.
When the fiream of urine is evidently diminifhed,
new obftructions take place fooner or later in the ure-
thra, prove an impediment to its evacuation, and
produce in the end retention. Daily experience con-
firms the truch of this remark, for the greateft part of
cafes of obftrutions in the urethra are the refult of
obftinate gonorrhzas.

2 ¥ Q.2 CasEs
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CASES and Rﬁémcfrmm on Wounds of the Te’ﬁdons.
[By Mr. TuiezauLT, Surgeon. ]
Cosa L 2

ALENTINE Viry applied to Mr. Thiebault

to be drefled for a wound fituated obliquely

on the back of the left hand, occupying all the*fpace
comprized between the bafe of the phalange of the
middle finger and the bafe of the firft of the thumb
(counting three phalanges to the thumb.) This :
wound had penetrated into the palm of - the hand,
and had divided it for the fpace of an inch. It was
occafioned by the ftroke of an [igtcher, which had
cut through the whole of the extenfor tendon 6{ the
- index finger, the body of the frft metacarpal bone,
half of the extenfor medius, as wellas part of the two

flexors of the index finger. - After the parts were

cleaned and the hemorrhage ftopt, the divided parts

were brought in as exat appofition as poffible,and the

edges preferved in this fituation by {ome flips of

gummed taffeta and the whole covered with a pledget

of dry lint. The hand was covered with comprefles

dipt in a fimple fomentation of brandy and water, and

placed flat on a fort of {plint guarded with linen of

fufficient lensth to occupy two thirds of _thq,inf.sﬁot'

part of the fore-arm ; this was fuftained by a bandage
23R g
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in fuch a way a8 totally to prevent the flexion of the’
fingers and of the wrift. The arm was {fupported in a
fling, and the patient ftrongly recommended to avoid
every fpecies of mufcular exercife. Two days af-
 terwards the dreffings were attentively removed, when
circumftances had a favourable appearance. The pa-
tient had only experienced fome flight pains, the hand
was fwelled without inflammation. As there appeared
a difpofition to fuppuration, a little of the linimen-
tum arcei was employed with the dreffings. The
wound was not perfectly healed at the end of fix weeks.

The motions of the index finger, at firft very con-
fined, were foon acquired by the aflitance of emol-

lients, but particularly by. exercife. Flexion was at-

tended with fome little difficulty, but extenfion was

performed with its accuftomed force, when the fin-

- ger had been completely bent by the affiftance of
the other fingers, a method which the patient fre-

quently employed.

C A8 -FE. Il
L l "HOMAS'H’érgel], 14 years of age, fent for Mr.
Thiebault on the the 24th of March, 1591, for-
¢ @wound two inches in length, made by the fame in-
firoment, and ﬁtuéted tranfverfely on the middle part

Q3 e
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of the back of the left hand, compreliending the en-
tire fection of the extenfor tendon of the index finger
and of more than two thirds of the tendon of the mid-
dle. - The patient had the power of extending and
bending the three laft fingers without pain, but Mr.
Thiebault remarked that what remained of the exten-
for medius feemed ready to break in the motions of
extenfion. The extremities of the divided tendons
were brought in conta®, and the lips of the wound
united and the fame dreffin gs employed as in-the pre-
ceding cafe. The wound was curedin 10 days and

the motions completely eftablithed. The dreffings
were kept on till the 18th day, Hox

REFLECTIONS.

Bienaife, Lamotte, Cowper, Kifner, Molinelli, &c.
have not been afraid to recommend futures in wounds
of the tendons. They have obtained by thefe means
and without accidents the re-union of the tendo-
Achillis. Haller, Caftell, Zimmerman, Tarjon, &c.
Have pinched, irritated, pierced, and partly divided
the tendons of different animals and even of men
without occafioning the leaft pain. But however
many modern authors view an incomplete divifion of
thefe parts as 2 very {erious difeafe, always accompa-

‘ nied
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nied with very dreadful fymptoms and fometimes-as
términating‘in death. This is alfo the opinion of
“authors well known to ftudents in furgery,* as well as
that of many excellent pra&ltloners, who teach the
{fame doCtrine to their pupils ; but fill while we do
Juftice to their merits, we may be doubtlefs admitted
to adopt a contrary opinion, particular]y when founded
on experience and obfervation. In the two cafes juft
related, the patients fuffered no more pain than ge-
nerally accompanies fimple wounds, nor did any ac-
cident whatever occur during the cure. Are we not
juftified in believing, after thefe facts, that the alarm-
ing fymptoms which have fo frequently taken place
in wounds of this defcription, have arifen from an in-
jury to fome contiguous nerve ? In truth we have
feen thefe {ymptoms difappear on dividing the tendon
completely ; but has this method always fucceeded ?
and where the fuccefs has been clear and obvious are
we fure that nothing but' the tendon was divided ?
However after all that has been faid, after confidering
the cafes juft related, with many fimilar ones collected
- by the beft practitioners, we may conclude that
wounds of the tendons do not produce thofe fymp-
toms which have been {aid to accompany them.

* La Faye. Prmmpes de Chirurgie, p-307and 506, Path,
d’Hevin. p. 550 and 555. Di&. de Chir, de M. Sue, p. 61q.
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;"R"E-M:ARK‘S by the Editor., ’
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Independent of the injury to the nervous fibrille,
which in.many cafes of wounded tendons appear to
have produced a train of dangerous fymptoms, the
dreffings employed, the contractions of the mufiles,
and the motions of the wounded part, may alfo occa-
fion accidents more or lefs dangerous in their events,
But there is another caufe, lefs generally known, al-
though common to all wounds, which A(particularly in
hofpitals,) 1s produive of great ‘milchief ; this is a
difeafed ftate of the prime vie, which may arife from
the ftate of the atmofphere, from fear, pain, &c. A
cafe which lately occurred under our own ‘obfervation
will ferve to explain this idea, and tend af the fame
time to confirm the confequences inferred by that ex-
perienced praditioner Mr, Thiebault,

C_ASE.

PTERRE Godailleau, a carman, to years of age,

was thrown down and bit by a vicious horfe on
the 20th of July, 1 795, . A large deep wound was in-
fliGed on the back of the hand by one jaw; its direc-

* tion
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tion was obhque from w1thout inwards. The fkin was
lacerated, all the extenfor tendons injured, and moft
- of them divided. The capfular and other ligaments
which connect the bones of the carpus with the fore-
arm, were in part lacerated and many of the bones
fractured.  The other jaw produced two wounds lefs
confiderable in fize, one of which penetrated into the
articulations of the laft phalanges of the third and
fourth fingers, interefting at the fame time the corre-
{pondent metacarpal bones; the other wound di-
vided the integuments and the extenfor tendon over
the articulation of the firft phalange of the ring finger.
The .patiént,‘independent of this, was contufed in dif-
ferent parts of his body and had received a wound on
the cheft, a little above the right nipple, four mchcs
in extent.

This man was admitted the fame day into the Hé-
tel Dieu. = At this time he had fcver, accompanied
with a kind of delirium, occafioned probably by fright.
The fymptoms increafed fo rapidly that it was necef-

fary to bleed him in the evening, although he had
fuffered a confiderable hemorrhage. The wounds
were walthed and covered with foft lint moiftened
with aq. veg. and a poultice made with the fame was
applied over the whole hand and fore-arm, which
was now affected with {welling : the wounded extre-
mity was placed ona pillow properly difpofed. The
Wound on the cheft was drefled twice a day, and the
t fupported by a relaxing drink ac1dulated with
mel. The heat was conﬁderable, the tongue
ydlow and furred, accompamed with naufea and

bitternefs
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bitternefs in the mouth; circumftances that proved an
affetion of the prime viz. The wounds remained
dry, theiredges red, hard, and painful.  An eryﬁpela-A ;
tous inflammation was remarked on the hand, andex-
tended rapidly as high as the fhoulder, and the limb
tn lefs than 24 hours increafed to double its fize. The
pains became then infupportable. Thefe fymptoms,
evidently occafioned by a bilious difpofition, indi-
cated the ufe of emetic drinks, the effec of which is
nearly certain in fimilar cafes. They were however
employed three fucceflive days before the difeafe
feemed checked. The fame remedy exhibited on
the fourth, produced a difpofition to {fleep, for
immediately after its operation he flept for fome
hours. From this time {uppuration was eftablifhed
and was foon very abundant; the {welling and the
pain diminithed at the fame time; the appetite re-
turned. Two plates of foup were allowed him every
day; but by fome means he contrived to procure
other food and in confiderable quantity. He had
foon reafon to repent this conduét: for the fymptoms
all returned on the thirteenth day; th_é arm became
fwelled, the fuppuration glairy and fetid, the edges
hard, turned back and acutely fenfible, the wound
on the cheft now inflamed to fuch a degree that its
edges appeared gangrenous, and from the ftate of the
hand gangrene was alfo apprehended. A grainofemetic
tartar in a pint of drink was under thefe circumftan-
ces an efficacious remedy; the evacuations whlch}t
pmcured were affifted by two drachms of creai .'
_tartar given every. morning. The fymptoms foon
otally
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totally ceafed. ,The fame dreflings were continued for
the hand. The wound in the cheft was drefled with
“the ftyrax ointment till the efchars floughed off, which
hrppened on the 20th day. The fuppuration from
the wounds in the hand being extremely abundant,
the patient was drefled more frequently, and particu-
lar attention paid to prevent the pus colleéting. On
giving a{flight degree of motion to the hand, a cre-
pitation was perceived produced by the fri¢tion of the
articular furfaces of the bones of the carpus with the-
inferior part of the bones of the fore-arm, which were
denuded. The tendons began to exfoliate, and on-
the 3oth day the wounds were filled up by a vafcular
fubftance fofter and of a paler nature than what is ob-
ferved in' ordinary wounds. On the 34th day the
pus which had remained in the articulation of the wrift
had deftroyed the ligament which unites the inferior
part of the ulnato the radius, and had now formed a
{mall abcefs between thefe bones which was opened by
incifion. : i : '
On the 36th day the fwelling of the fore-arm had
{fubfided and the arm had regained its natural fize,
The exuberant granulations arifing from the wounds
were reprefled by the application of dry lint; the
fwelling, &c. of the hand difappeared; and cicatriza-
tion was completed at the end of 8o days. The
wounds of the two laft fingers fuppurated for a longer
time, particularly the ring-finger. The wound on
the cheft was healed fome days before, and indeed
would have healed fooner but for an abcefs that had

formed
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formed on the fuperior part of the flernum and which
had cml;tied- itfelf into the wound. AL

The motions of pronation and {upination of the
wrift and fingers were preferved as well as flexion and
extenfion. The ring finger only remained riéid when
the patient left the hofpital, which was on the 7th
of November, 1791. This man in other refpeéts is
extremely well, and to all appearance, with time and
exercife, he will recover perfe@ly the ufe of all ‘the
parts injured by the accident. The injury of the
tendons, though ferious in this cafe, did not occafion
the fymptoms that fupervened, as they appeared and
ceafed at two different intervals on the cheft as well
as the hand, and certainly arofe’ from the difeéfed
ftate of the prima viz. This fatt is then a new proof
that the ancients were erroneous in their ideas of the
confequences of injuries to the tendons. ;

This cafe ferves alfo to {upport the facts mentioned
an: the firft volume, and tends additionally to prove
that the dangers attendant on penetrating wounds
in the articulation have been exaggerated. It is thus
that falfe theories, having for a long time mifled the
pratitioner, are gradually re@ified by obfervations
drawn from matter of fact, :

.Cﬂ .e »
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Cafe of U’cers of tbe Face, Aﬁﬁzom of the Periofteum,
with Cmtmfzwn of tb,e Relum from a Venereal Caufe.

[By Mr. BouLET, Surgeon to the Hétel Dieu. ]

r ARGARET P ,in the year 1782, when
J. fhe was 30 years of age, was affeCted with
fiffures and condylomatous affeGtions of the anus,
with nodes of the periofteum on the middle part of
the fternum and on the acromion of the right fide,
confequent to a venereal complaint. By means of
bathing repeated twelve times, and mercurial frictions,
with an abundant falivation, thefe fymptoms gave
way. Thecondyloma were trea.ted by excifion.
~ This woman experienced nothing extraordinary till
the end of Auguft, 1788, when a fwelling took place
towards the angle of the jaw, and another on the an-
terior part of the left parotid gland, which foon in-
flamed and became extremely painful. Towards the
middle of the following September a very painful node
appeared in the periofteum of the right hand. Soon
after the internal condyles of the femur and of the left
humerus were affeGed in the like manner.  The fter-
num and the acromion of the right fide became alfo
extremely painful. Thefe {ymptoms went on increafs
ing till the end of O&ober, when the patient was
admitted into the Hétel Dieu. She was far from
fuppofing her complamts were venereal, as the man
. : with
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with whom f{he lived did not appear to her as if in-
fected, ‘but only affected with rheumatic pains. This
woman was fent to a ward deftined to the. treatment
of internal difeafes. She here made ufe of the bath.
The fwellings in the face, which had been drefled
with foap plaifter, now began to ulcerate, On this
account fhe was transferred to the furgeon’s ward.
The ulcer fituated behind the angle of the jaw, had
laid bare the fubjacent gland. It was circular, and
about one inch in diameter. Its edges were callous,
dentated, of a reddith brown, and detached from the
cellular {ubftance. The furface of the gland deeply
hollowed, prefented to the view a blackifh thick ef-
char. The wulcer fituated on the parotid was lefs
extenfive, but poffefled the fame chara&ers. The
{kin round both the ulcers, for an inch in diameter,
was of a deep red colour.

Thefe ulcers furnithed an abundant and fetid fames,
which corroded the fkin of the neck if left on the part
for an inftant. The node on the right hand occu-
pied two thirds of the inferior part of the third bone
of the metacarpus, forming a projection of a quarter-
of an inch. It extended alfo towards the collateral
bones and prefented the motion of the middle as well
as impeded that of the index and ring finger. The
fkin that covered it was of a reddifh brown, and was
exceeding hot. The tumors were of the fame nature. .
Emollient cataphlafms were applied to the ulcers.
The patient was put on a moderate diet with the ufe
of a fudorific decoction, to each pint of which fix
grains of mineral alkali were added. RE L
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On the 3d day after this treatment the inflamma-
tion and pain had diminifhed; the difcharge was
~abundant, but not equally corrofive, and attended
with lefs {mell. The efchar floughed off on the 6th
day, andJeft a very deep ulcer; at the fame time
{fome {mall efchars were detached from the ulcer
fituated on the parotid. The following days fome
flight friétions of mercurial pomatum were employed
round the ulcers; the proportion was one part of
‘pomatum to three of cerate; but from the ‘inflam-
mation increafing on the fourth application, their
farther ufe was omitted. On the gth day, 8 grains -
of mineral alkali were added to each pint of drink.
Slight frictions were employed every day to the nodes
with the double mercurial pomatum. One drachm
of the fame pomatum was rubbed into each leg al-
ternately every third day. By the 21ft, the pains in
the fternum and in the acromion had entirely {ub-
fided ; the mineral alkali however in the dofe of 10
grains was taken every day. By the 31f}, the fize of
the ulcers were diminithed one half. At this time
the frictions had been employed ten times; and as
the mouth had now begun to be fenﬁbly affected
with apthx, the ufe of the mercurial pomatum was
~ fufpended, and only 6 grains of the mineral alkali
taken. On the 22d day, the patient was purged
with manna.+ On the 26th, the apthz in the mouth
had difappeared, the ulcer at the angle of the jaw
cicatrized, and the tumor of the hand diminithed
to one half. Little {welling remained at the condyle
of the femur, and that of the humerus had totally

1Pl : difappeared.
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difappeared. 'This day the friGion was again em-
ployed for the 11th time ; one drachm was only vfed.
The flight frictions were again employed on the-
nodes, The patient complained of great difficulty in
going to ftool, an inconvenience which .the had ex-
perienced for two years, when the excrements were
hard though in a {mall degree. Since this period
fhe had an abundant purulent difcharge from, and
fmartings at the ciccumference of the anus. There
were external hemorrhoids, with ulcerations in the
folds of the inteftine; and by the introduction of .
the finger a confiderable contra&ion was felt, accom-
panied with callofities - extending three inches above
the margin of the anus.  Three {mall tents, made of
lint, dipped in cerate, were with difficulty intro-
duced, but without much pain: their fize were
gradually increafed. On the 48th, a fixth part of
mercurial pomatum was added to the cerate in which
. the tents were dipped: they now paffed with fuffi-
cient eafe, although they were of the fize of three
fingers. The fecond ulcer was then cicatrized, and
the tumors entirely difappeared. The paticnt left
the hofpital, after ufing 14 fri&ions of a drachm each,
and on the 52d day of her treatment. :

This woman was recommended to perfift in the ufe
of the tents, a precaution which fhe negleted, and
the contrattion of the inteftine re-appeared at the
end ‘of four months. It'again yielded to the lint
tents, which the introduced herfelf. The “venereal
fymptoms not having fince appeared, is a favourable
prefumption that the cure was completely perf?&ed'.' :
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Cafe of a Fungus of the Maxillgry Sinus, left to itfelf,
the Ravages of this Difeafe, the Death of the Pa-
tient, and the Appearances on Diffeétion.

[By Mr. J. J. Her~v, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

T. David, 50 years of age, experienced for
e two years a degree of violent pain, which
fhe referred to the two large molar teeth of the right
fide of the upper jaw. Thefe teeth were extracted
in the month of September, 1790, without any eafe
being obtained. Towards the end of February, 1791,
the cheek of the fame fide was affected with fwelling
and pain. A {hort time afterwards, a foft fmall emi-
nence appeared above the tuberofity of the os mali,
which rapidly increaled, and determined the patient
to apply for admittance to the Hétel Dieu on the 3oth |
of the following April. At this period, the whole
check was {welled, red, and painful, the tumor on
the malar bone was about two inches in diameter,
and by projecting in the orbit pufhed the globe of
the eye upwards and backwards; a portion of the .
fungus filled up the right noftril, puthed the feptum
nafi on one fide, and pafied out for half an inch by
the anterior opening; that part of the alveolar pro-
cefs, from which the teeth had been extraced, being
~ deprefied below the level of the teeth that remained,
tendered maftication extremely difficult. From the
Nav. FI, R iWe k-
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weaknefs and advanced age of the patient, little
hopes were entertained of a cure,  With a view of
eafing the pain- in the cheek, comprefles moiftened
with aq. veg. min. were applied.

In the courfe of the firft fortnight the tumor of the
os mali augmented but in a fmall degree, but the fun-
gus increafed very rapidly : it extended towards the
pofﬂeribr noftrils,” depreffed "the palatine arch, and
deformed the nofe fo much that it could fcarce te
diftinguifhed from the check, the pains became more
and more aggravated, -and.in the end deprivcﬂ the
patient of fleep. - Towards the end of the firft month;
that portion of the fungus which pafied our of the
right noftril returned into_the nofe; the tumor which
projected in the mouth in part difappeared, but that,
onthe tuberofity of the os mali, confiderably increafed;
the globe of the eye was f{oon - entirely concealed in
the orbit, the fkin of the cheek gradually grew thin,
and at laft formed a fmall opening, fituated under the
great anglé of the orbit; from this orifice a great
quantity of reddifh famcs was difcharged. A fort-
night afterwards an ulceration was formed at the top
of this tumor, which difcharged a putrid and corro-
five fanies.  The pains. were now extendcd towards
the ear, from which flowed a quantity of fetid black-
ith pus. The ulcer became deeply hollowed in the
cheek, which in lefs than ten days was entirely des

“ftroyed. A colliquative diarrhza now fuperyened,
and the patient died in a ftate of marafmus on the
4th °f July, ten weeks after her admiffion, and three
years from the g@mcnggmgng of her complaint, On

- 5 dlﬂ"e&ioq
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diffection the mulcles of the nght fide of the face
were reduced to a thick yellow cellular fubftance.
.- The pterigoid mulcles, ‘the mafleter, and tempo-
ral, were in part deftroyed by the corrofive aétion of
the fanious difcharge, which even madean impreffion
on the finger; the ligaments which conneéted the
lower jaw to the temporal bone were deftroyed, and
the pus communicated from this articulation with the
meatus auditorius externus. The right portion of
the palatine arch, and three fotirths of the pofterior
alveolar procefs were of the confiftence of cartilage;
the external part of the orbit was deftroyed by the
fungus; the apophyfis of the maxillary bone was
difarticulated, and in part deftroyed; the articulation
of the os mali with the temporal bone was deftroyed,
‘and was only conne&ted by thin lamina, in which
were feveral openings; the right partition of the nafal
fofle was deftroyed, and the maxillary finus formed

with the nofe one large vaft cavuy
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RErLEcTIONs oz Retention of Urine, when Cathe-
terifm is impralticable.

@

[By F.I. Horn, Surgeon at Dijon. ]

R. Hoin begins by obferving, that it wag

with peculiar pleafure he perufed the obferya-

tions and reflections publithed by Mr. Noel in the

Chirurgical Journal on the fubjeét of puncturing the

bladder; and at the fame time remarks that this

‘pradtice i1s fanctioned by the celebrated editor of the

fame work : he obferves that the following reflec-

tions are an extract from a paper written on the fub-

Ject, which was read at a public meeting of the aca-
demy of Dijon.

When a patient is incapable of d1fchargmg his
urine from the bladder, and the catheter cannot be
introduced from obftacles that oppofe its paflage, we
fhould quickly have recourfe to artificial means to
procure its evacuation, if we are defirous to preferve
the life of our patient. The means employed are
two ; one is termed the operation of doutonniere (an
incifion in the fhape of a button hole), and the other
is called paracentefis or puncture of the bladder, be-

canfeitis immediately into this vifcus that the grocér.
1s plunged. This is done in three different ways;
I. in the anterior part of the bladder, above the pu-
biS; 2, inits inferior and lateral part, which F oubert

« divides
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dlwdes ins thie latera] operanon 3. by the introduc-
tion of a trocar up the reGum, and plungmg it into
the poftenior part of the bladder.

- When confidering the advantagesand difadvantages
attendant on the firft of thefe methods, we muft at-
tend to the part where the boutomniere is pra&ifed, the
manner in which it is performed, and the neceflity for
the operation: The part where it is performed is
the fame as that where the operation for lythotomy
was done by the apparatus major, with this differ-
etice, according to Tolet,* that the incifion is lefs in
length, nor is it quite {o low down : thus the open-
ing of the urethra is made in the aponeurotic part
above the bulb. The manner of doing it, is after
you have introduced the catheter as far as the obfta-
cle, (if it exifts in this canal), an incifion fhould be
made on this inftrument by means of an ordinary
biftoury ; a condu&or is then to be paffed into this
aperture, afterwards a gorget, and then a canula into
the bladder, taking care to remove the obftacle with-
out ufing too much violence. If the introdu&ion of
this canula becomes either painful or difficult, Mr.
Legert recommends it to be deferred till fuppura-
tion has relaxed the parts : by this means when the
veflels are unloaded, they more readily give way to
the dilatation produced by the inftrument. If the

* Page 203 of his Treatife of Lythotomy. Paris, 1681,

+ De Paracentefi urethra in ifchuri pertinaci. Thefe {ou-
tenue au Co]lege Roy. de Chir. de Paris, le 2_., Aout, 1778.

; R 3 i intro-
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introdu®ion of the catheter is impoffible, Theve-
nin* advifes, after difcovering the canal of the ure-
thra without the found, to open it 'boldly, and pafs
the point of the knife even as far as the bladder. By
this means a flow of urine will be procured, the paf-
fage of which fhould be farther facilitated by the in-
troduction of a canula which fhould be left in the
part. The caufes which point out the neceffity for
the operation of the boutonniere are thofe obfiacles
which impede the paflage of the catheter into the
bladder, whether they occur in the canal of the ure-
thra or exift in the neck of the bladder ; but among
thefe caufes there are many that render this operation
totally impracticable, fuch as a f{chirrus of the prof-
trate, inflammation of the ufethra ot of the neck of
the bladder, a varicous ftate of thefe parts, &c. un-
der thefe circumftances this operation cannot be
otherwifle than dangerous. In fa& it is the fame in
miniature as lythotomy by the apparatus major : it
1s dangerous ; ds its princii)gl aCtion is upon that part
~of the urethra the leaft extenfible, -its aponeurotic
. portion, which we are obliged to diftend by force, to
condu& into the bladder fucceflively a condu&or, a
gorget, and a canula, which is left in its fituation for -
a certain time. Authors alfo, who have praétifed
this operation, are {o well acquainted with the at-
tendant dangers, that they have recommended care-
Aully warm bathing and repeated bleedings; but not- -
with{’canding every attention, the patient often finks

- TmiteH’Operafiqns;, 4to, ch. 121, p. 162.
S under
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AVIARD® mentions that he was fent for to pafs
the catheter for a patient who had a fuppreffion
of urine occafioned by the ufe of a corrofive bougie
which had produced a confiderable efchar at the neck
of the bladder, and inflamed the whole canal of the
urethra; he fucceeded the firft time, but the fecond
time he attempted not being equally fuccefsful, he
called in Mefirs. Beffin and Marechal, who, after a
new ineffeGtual attempt, were of opinion that the
operation of the boutonniere (hould be performed,
from the confideration of the tenfion of the abdomen
~and the exhaufted firength of the patient. The ope-
ration was performed by Saviard; ¢ but,” he fays, '
¢¢ that the inflammation of the abdomen increafed to
fuch a degree, that fhiverings, vomitings, and hiccups
fupervened, and which were the fore-runners of his
death.

There are, however, cafes where we muft have re-
courfe to this operation; but the place where it

* Recueil d’Obfervations Chirurgicales, Cafe 74, p. 2242
12mo. Paris, Collombat, 170z,

ﬂ)ould
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fhould be performed muft be regulated by the caufe
of the retention. If a ftone, for inftance, fhould ob-
ftru& the, canal of the urethra, to prevent the reten-
tion which will refult, its extraction will be doubt-
lefs neceflary : in this cafe we muft make our inci-
fion on the part where it is fituated, or remove it by
the operation of the apparatus minor in cafe it thould

“be fituated at the neck of the bladder. In this laft
cale, if the {ymptoms of inflammation fhould be
confiderable from fuch an extraneous fubftance reft-
ing on parts by nature extremely fenfible, it is pru-
dent to evacuate the urine, and calm the inflamma-
tion previous to the extraction of the ftone. Another
cafe that renders the operation of the doutonniere
neceflary, is when a portion of the canal of the urethra
is obliterated from any caufe whatever, which will
obftruc the expulfion of the urine, as well as impede
the paffage of the catheter. In this, as well as in the
firft cafe, thereis no precife place fixed for the opera-
tion; but we muft neceflarily make our incifion to
eftablith the continuity of the canal at the part
where the obliteration exifts,

This operation may be alfo employed in cafes
where the patient is exhaufted from the pain and
other fymptoms occafioned by the prefence of the
ftone, and unable to fupport the operation of lytho-
tomy. Under thefe circumftances, this is the only
refource that remains to render the pain more fup-
portable ; but the operation then to be performed is
not the boutonniere defcribed by authors. When we
confider the improvements in the mode of performing

: : lythotomy,
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Iythotomy, we are aftonifhed that the fame changes
have not been adopted in this operation. However,
the operation of the doutonniere, fuch as is defcribed
in the lateft authors, is no other than the apparatus
major on a {mall fcale. Thefe authors, with a little
refleCtion, might have perceived, 1. that the forcible
dilatations obliged to be exercifed on the aponeurotic
expanfion of the urethra to accomplifh the introduc-
tion of inftruments into the bladder will occafion la-
cerations and contufions; 2. that the canal of the
urethra has a portion entirely membranous fituated
between the bulb and the proftrate, which is confe-
quently very diftenfible, and for this reafon well
adapted for the operation. Tt is alfo on this part
that all the lithotomifts begin or ought to begin their
incifion, whatever may be their mode of finithing it,
It 1s aftonifhing, when we confider the prefent en-
lightened ftate of furgery, that this portion of the
‘urethra has not been preferred, as between this and
the neck of the bladder there is only the {pace occu-
pied by the proftrate, which will readily dilate when
properly managed. It is-not then with the apparatus
major that the outonniere thould be performed, but
with  the lateral apparatus if the expreffion is admif-
fible, as the neck of the bladder in the boutonnicre
fhould remain untouched.
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An EXAMINATION of the different Modes of punc-
; turing #he Bladder.

HE puncture above the pubis appears the moft
natural, and is really the eafieft, as this vifcus,
fitvated naturally in the pelvis, under the circum-
ftances of fuppreflion, extends nearly as high as the
umbilicus : as fuch it is not poffible to make a falfe
paflage, but from the accidents to which it is liable it
is certainly not entitled to this preference. One of
the principal maxims in furgery is to give iffue by a
depending opening to'any fluids that may happen to
be retained. Now cér-tainly the puncture above the
pubis is not in conformity to this precept, becaufe
the urine contained in the bottom of the bladder is
not within the reach of the canula. A fecond incon-
venience is, that as at this period the bladder is ex-
tremely diftended, it isapt to contrac on itfelf and
recede from the canula, notwithftanding the curva-

“ture given to the inftrument to avoid this inconve-
nience. This circumftance of the receffion of the
bladder from the canula happens the more readily,
as the anterior part of thé bladder does not adhere to
the internal parictes of the abdomen; but if this
accident does not occur from this caufe, it is likely
to happen from the motions of the body alone.®

* The two laft obfervations reported by M. Noel are well
calculated to remove any apprehenfions of this accident which
Another
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Another and a more {erious inconvenience, and whichi
accurred to Sharp himfelf,* who was a great advo-
cate for this operation, is that when the canula is
plunged too deep into the bladder, under the idea
of its not efcaping from this vifcus, its extremity is
apt to wound the rectum, from which a gangrenous
efchar will be apt to feparate; an effufion of urine
will take place in the pelvis, and the death of the pa-
tient ultimately enfue. :

Thefe inconveniences, from which other methods.
are exempt, ought to confine the ufe of the hypogaf-
tric fection to extraordinary occafions, and under cit-
cumftances which we can neither prevent or influence.

The fecond part of the bladder where puncture is
performed, (and which is preferred by Mr. Bordnave
in a Memoir read at the Royal Academy of Surgery
on the 6th of April, 1761) is the fpace fituated be-
tween the infertion of the ureter and its neck. This
operation is much more complicated. After placing
the patient in the fame pofition as for the ftone, and
even nearly horizontal, the index finger of the left
hand is to be pafied up the reGum, and the inteftine

would produce diffufion of the urine in the abdominal cavity :
but have we any reafon to hope that circular adhefions ‘will
always take place between the anterior part of the bladder and
the abdomen, and thus not only the advantage be obtained of
the canula not efcaping from the bladder, but alfo the oppor-
tunity of introducing a freth one when the firft is incrufted
with tartarous concretions?

* Recherches fur ’Etat préfent de Ia Chirurgie, Paris, 1751,
page 138. -
«drawn
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drawn to the rlght with the intention of rcmovmg it
from the tuberofity of the ifchium; a long trocar is
then to be plunged in (fuch as Mr. Foubert employs)
two lmes from the edgc of the tuberofity and about
one inch above the anus; partlcular attention fhould
be paid to pafs the inftrument in a direc line without
inclining it on one fide. Tolet appears to have been
the firft who has performed the puncture in perinzo 3
the defeription of the inftrument he employed in
this operation may be feen at page 208 of his publi-
cation on this fubjec. - The pun&urein perinzo has
been mentioned by Juncker,* at the fame time it was
propofed after Nuck in the Bibliotheque Chirurgicale
of Marget.t In the year 1717 or 1718, Mr. Pey-
ronie fhewed in the king’s garden a long trocar which
he had fuccefsfully employed in a fimilar punture.
We may efteem it fortunate, if the trocar penerates
dire@tly into the bladder, after piercing the fat and
the mufcles fituated between the tuberofity of the
1ifchium and the anus; and as this vifcus is fubje& to
much variation in its form, the furgeon will be often
defeated unlefs he is perfeétly clear in his ideas re-
{pecting its fituation and figure. This difappoint-
ment is not without example, and there is fufficient
to deter a practitioner from performing this opera--
tion, independent of the danger of wounding with
the trocar the vafa deferentia, the veficulz feminales,
the ureter, and the blood-veflels that go off from the

# Confpedtus Chirurgie, tab. g7, pag. 674.
+ Tom iv. p. 304,

s

tuberofity
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tuberofity of the ifchium to be dlf’mbuted to the neg:k‘
and to the inferior parts of the bladdef.

The third manner of pun&uring the bladder is
through the inteftinum retum. We are indebted
for this to. Mr. Fleurant, furgeon at Liyons,* as well
as for the particular trocar employed in the operation :
it confifts in paffing the left index finger up the rec-
tum, as high as poffible; the end of the finger will
then prefs againft that part of the gut puthed in con-
fequence of the diftended ftate of the bladder; the
trocar (with the point concealed in the canula for
fear of wounding either the finger or inteftine) thould
then be pafled along the finger, and may be made to
penetrate into the bladder by means of preflure kept
up with the palm of the other hand; attention (hould
be paid.to pafs itinto the middle of the bladder, and
as high up as pofiible, to avoid wounding the veficule
feminales ; - the canula fhould be left in, which hould
be ftopped with a cork, and retained in its fituation
by a convenient bandage until the caufe of retention

-of urine has ceafed.. If we attend to the part of the
bladder wounded in this punéture, to its ulumate
adhefion with the inteftine, to its flight degree of
tlncknefs at this part, and confequently the little
pain experienced, we muft admit that this {pecies of
puncture fhould be preferred. In this operation, the
canula, from being inclined, admits._ the complete
evacuation of the urine, nor is it fubje& to flip out
when the bladder contrads: this operation is unat-

= : <
* Melanges de Chirurgie par Pouteau, Lyon, 1760, p. 500,
: tended
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iended with danger, and the pain abfolutely trifling,
The probabxhty of wounding the veficule {éminales
with the srocar has been urged as an objection; but
if the furgeon will firi@tly attend to the direGions
laid down by Mr. Fleurant to pafs the finger as high
-up as poflible, when, by choofing the middle, we
rhe more readily avoid wounding thefe parts as in
retention of urine, the bladder, prodigioufly diflended
in every fenfe, removes the veficulz {eminales into a
more horizontal ficuation and farther from its center.
The inconvenience occafioned by the canula remain-
ing in the retum during the time of the expulfion of
the feeces (and which is really of no confequence)
has furnithed a fecond objection: this is eafily ob-
‘viated by employing the flexible canula adapted to
the inftrument, fince the publication of his memoirs;
this conforms itfelf to the different inflexions of the
inteftine, and from its fmallnefs will form no impedi-
ment to the evacuation of the faces, particularly when
clyfters are employed. M. Bordnave feems to appre-
hend that the prefence of this extranecous body in the
re€tum would produce a tenefmus in confequence of
the irritation it would excite : but why will this ca-
nula occafion this irritation fooner than the lead wire
employed in the curé of fiftule in ano, wherein a
greater portion of inteftine i1s included ? From daily
experience it is found that this accident rarely oc-
curs when tents, &c. are introduced up the re&um,
from whence we may conclude that it occurs fill -
more rarely when thc bladder is _punttured by the
rec-
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reftum.*  The two following cafcs feem to prove
what has been advanced.

i s IIL.

BOUT Chriftmas, in the year 1764, 2 man of

the name of Laborde, a cobler, about 5o years .
of age, was brought into the hofpital at Dijon, for a
blow he received onthe perin@um by a fall from the
top of a ladder: he was admitted about 30 hours
after the accident. From the confiderable degree of
contufion, great pain and fever fupervened, accom-
panied with retention of urine. Mr. Hoin obferves
that his father, who attended the accident, from re-
marking the confiderable diftenfion of the bladder
that extended as high as the umbilicus, attempted in
vain to pafs a catheter ; the cavity of the urethra
was entirely obliterated at that part near where the
contufion was received in confequence of the {welling

* Mr. Noel, in his refle®ions on the cafes he relates, fays,
that the method of operating by the re@tum appears very em-
barrafling. Had this ingenious furgeon praétifed it, he would
foon have admitted that it was eafier than the hypogaftric fec~
tlon. With refpe& to the pain and inconvenience attributed
to the circumftance of the canula remaining in the inteftine,
they do notoccur in the cafes juft related, ¢

0!
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of the furrounding parts forming a compreffion on
this part. Under thefe circumftances, Mr. Hoin
fenior, thdught it was neceffary to have recourfe to
the puncture, and preferred to do it up the reGtum;
it was done immediately, to the great eafe of the
patient. Notwithftanding every attention to the
treatment of the injured proftrate, the formation
of a gangrenous efchar could not be prevented,
which floughed off {pontaneoufly: this efchar not
only comprehended the integumentsof the perinzum,
but more than an inch of the canal of the urethra,
From this moment the {ymptoms went off, the re-
tention ceafed, and the canula was withdrawn as being
of no farther ufe. The opening made by the trocar
did not admit of the paffage of any urine, in confe-
quence of the precaution taken to Introduce a ca-
theter in the bladd’er, which was fuffered to remain :
this alfo favoured the cicatrization of the wound in
perinzo, the cure of which completely took place,
and permitted the urine to pafs through by the penis
without paffing through the wound in the urethra,’
which in a manner was regenerated by the hard and
compat form of the furrounding integuments and
cellular fubftance. This patient was difmifled the
hofpital perfectly cured. Unfortunately fome time
after, in confequence of intemperance, the cicat;ix
ulcerated and admitted the urine to pafs in part by
this paffage: this continued till his death, not from
a deficiency in the art of furgery to render him afiit-

ance, but his refufing to fubmit to the neceflary me-
thods, :

VoL ﬁe S A fourth |
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A fourth cafe is related by Mr. Hoiny where the moft
complete fuccefs was obtained by paffing the curved tro-
car up the rectum. My, Hoin ‘objerves that* the urine
Jlowed through the canula for two days after the gpera-
tion, when, from fome accident in moving the bandage,
the canu/a came out, the urine continued till the next .
day to pafs out of the aperture made by the trocar, a
bollow bougie was then pafled into the bladder, and in
2.4 hours the [mall aperture in the reflum, made by the
infirument, was completely healed; this re-union was
even [o firm, that when the bladder was in a flate of
diftenfion not a drop paffed through this opening into the
gut.

Mr. Hoin obferves that mot any of the patients on
whom this operation bas been performed bave been incon-
venicnced by the prefence of the canula, not even in the
evacuation of their faces; and that from taking all cir-
cymfiances into confideration, this operation is indifputa-
Bly intitled to the preference ; an opinion that is il far;
sher fupported by the fucce[s it has met with when per-
Sormed by Mr. Fleurant the inventor, and by Meffrs. Le
Blanc, Mr. Hoin the father, Dr. Hamilion, and Mr.
Reid, an Englifb furgeon refident at Chelfea,

. bbligue
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Oblique Frafiures of the Femur, treated by permanent
= Extenfion.

Corafs 8| o]

ARY Bougon, 68 years of age, as the was

carrying a burthen fell on her right knee, with
her leg bent and carried inwards. At the inftant of
the fall fhe heard a cracking noife, and felt an acute
pain a little above the knee, which alfo extended to
the thigh : the was lifted up by fome paffengers, but
unfortunately fell again on the pavement on her right
knee. Some blood was remarked to come from a
wound formed by a {mall portion of the bone which
had pierced the fkin, about one inch above the exter-
nal condyle of the femur. This woman was carried
to the Hotel Dieu on the 1oth of April, 1790, two
hours after the accident, by fome perfons who were
Not attentive to prevent the motions of the _thigh.
The right thigh was nearly two inches fhorter than
the left, the point of the foot turned inwards, the de-
fangement was but flightly fenfible from the fwelling
and the thicknefs-of the Turrbunding foft parts; an
eccymofis extended from the lateral and outfide part
- of the knee, as high as the inferior fourth part of
the thigh; the anterior rectus and the vafli €x-
terni, and interni mufeles were in a flate of ftron
- Contraction ; the crepitus was diftinctly heard on

S 2 moving
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movmg the inferior part forwards and backwards,
outwards and inwards. Thefe fymptoms evidently
indicated an oblique frature of the femur ; and from
the particular mobility of the external condyle, it
was obvious that this apophyfis was {eparated from
the inferior part of the femur. From the irritation
kept up, by the points of the fractured bone inducing
violent mufcular contra&ion, fome difficulties oc-
curred in the reduction : they were, howecver, aver-
come by purfuing the means indicated in page 228 of
the firft volume of the Journal; the fame dreflingsas
there defcribed were applied on the knee and the in-
ferior part of the thigh, and the permanent extenfion
kept up in the fame manner, The patient paffed this
day with {ome little agitation, which augmented to-
wards the evening and accompanied with fome fpaf-
modic contractions, The next day the was quiet,
the eccymofis nearly diffipated, and the fwelling
much diminithed ; it did not however totally difap-
pear till the third day, The pain ceafed at the fame
time, and the treatment was followed with no other
accident, not even by the flighteft degree of fever.
The wound fearcely fuppurated, After it was cica-
trized, the dreffings were taken off, which before had
been applied every day, Onthe 3oth day, union
became firm, but not fufficiently fo to be left to it-
{elf. - The bandages, &c. were left off on the s6th
day, and on the 6oth the patient tried to fupport
herfelf on crutthes, She left the hofpital a month af-
terwards, with the thigh abfolutely of the fame length
as the other, and walked aswell as a litgle ftiffnefs
~and

3
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and {welling at the articulation would permit : this
rigidity had not yer had time to diffipate by exercife.

’

é :
Eight cafes more are related, where the fame treat-
ment was obferved of permanent extenfion, . and at-
tended with the [ame fuccefs.

ReEMaRks a#d OBsErvATIONs o7 FraGures of the
Thigh.

Celfus has advanced that fractures of the femur
are always followed with a (hortening of the thigh :
this has ‘been repeated for a long time after him :
even at this time, there are few practitioners but are
of opinion, that theunion of this bone, when obliquely
fractured, will be always attended with a greater or
lefs degree of deformity. It fhould be obferved that
the dreflings employed in other fractures, in thefe
inftances are not applicable, becaufe the fraured
furfaces are two inclined planes {liding over each
other on the leaft impulfion, inftead of {upporting
one another, as is the cafe in tranfverfe fraQures,
Though the paticnt, . in the firft inftance, is placed
horizontally in the bed, from the finking in of the’
lower part-of his body the trunk will get inclined,

: : 52 puth
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puth dewn the fuperior fragment, whilft the . inferior
forms a refiftance from the friction of the leg on the
bed, as well as from its bulk, when the foot is more

elevated than the thigh. From this inconvenience,

united with mufcular contraction, refults a greater or

a lefs degree of derangement ; the points of the bone

keep up an irritation on the muicles, augment their

contraction, and fometimes occafion fpafms. - Undet

thefe circumftances, we have known that no force

has been capable of replacing the bones in their na-

tural fituation, even though the perfon was old and

enfeebled. The only dreffing we can oppofe to this

{pecies of derangement in oblique fractures of the

femur, is on a plan that will prevent the trunk bend-

ing on the leg, or the leg bending on the trunk,
The ancients were acquainted with this truth:

many modern practitioners have admitted it, and

in confequence have kept up an extenfion during the

whole treatment.

‘The fuccefs obtained by this method has not con-
vinced theorifts of its utility : they have oppofed to
facts a crowd of objections {pecious but contradictory
to experience. The pretended infufficiency of ex-
tenfion, the {welling and pain it is faid to produce,
the wounds, contufion, and even gangrene, faid to
be occafioned by the preflure of the firings, &c. em-
ployed in keeping up this permanent extenfion, are
all vague objections without the leaft foundation, and -
which can never take place when the extenfion is pro-
perly applied. Permanent extenfion is then equally
applicable in cafes of oblique fraGture as in fractures .

g b g
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of the neck of the bone. We fhould hete .obferve,
that Mr. Vermandois, furgcon at Bcurg, fince the
year 1777, has entertained the fame ideas of the
treagment of fractures of the neck of the femur: he
has imagined methods of retention analogous to thofe
which we have found from experience entitled to the
preference. Their defcription form a part of {ome
Chirurgical Reflections inferted in the 66th volume
of the Journal de Medecine, p. 51, and in the fol-
lowing year 1786.

€afe- of the Cefarian Operation, begun by.a Bullock's
Horn and accomplifbed by Nature,

[By Dox ANToixeZUBELDIA, a Spanith Phyfician.’}

N the 25th June, 1785, at § o’clock in the
morning, 'the relator of this cafe was fent for
with another furgeon, to the affiftance of Mary Gra-.
tien, a robuft woman, in the gth month of her preg-
' mancy, and who had been already the mother of many
children.  She was found weltermg in her blood and
in a ftate of fainting, from a wound fhe had received
in the fuperior part of the hypogaftric region from a
bullock’s horn. The horn had tranfverfely - divided
the integuments of the abdomen and the peritonzum
< S 4 . Lo

e )



¢ o8 Yy

to the extent of 8 inches, and altowed the uterus ts
pafs out, which was wounded at its anterior part and
in the fame direCtion. The wound of this vifcus,
though deep, did not penetrate its cavity. Whilft
the furgeons were difpofing themfelves to perform
the operation, nature accomplithed it, without any
affiftance, by exciting a violent hiccup, which pro-
duced a complete rupture of the matrix throughout
the whole extent of the wound, and from which a
dead child was expelled ; the placenta, which was
detached, was extracted by the furgeon; the uterus
immediately contratted and regained its ‘natural
fituation. The fame fur geon, after removing the
clots of blood that covered the re&tum, omitted dref-
fing the wounded uterus till the next day. From
the frequent faintings that fupervened, the patient
was placed in that fituation moft favourable for the
blood that flowed from the lacerated veflels. The
next day, after a confultation with other {urgeons, it
was agreed to attempt the re-union of the wound by
the application of the quilled future. The furround-
ing parts were fomented with oil of rofes, and covered
with an anodyne cataplafm. Some degree of in-
flammatory fever now fupcrvened. Venz fetion
was ordered, and the blood had a buffy appearance,
which was the fame in the evening on repeating the
bleeding. The moft powerful anti-phlogiftic reme-
dies were employed without producing any {enfible
effett till the yth day, when, from the {mallnefs of
the pulfe, the proftration of ftrength, and the confu-
fion of idess, a typhus fever was: apprehended. :
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- On nemovmg the dreflings, the edgcs of the wound
were livid, flaccid, and covered with an ichorous fe-
tid fanies.. Her linen had not been changed fince the
4th day from the accident. The bed was dirty, and
infected with corrupted blood. The chamber narrow,
indifferently aired, and continually crowded with vi-
fitors. The feafon remarkably hot. The threads of
the future were cut, the wound-covered with lint, and
comprefles conftantly’ moiftened with decoction of
bark were applied to the abdomen; to thefe means
were joined the ufe of tonics and antifeptics, parti-
cularly the bark and the mineral acrds; the bed was
changed, the chamber {prinkled with vinegar, and
freth air admitted. In a few days the pulfe im-
proved, the delirum fubfided, and the ulcer, in-
ftead of fanies, furnifhed well conditioned pus. The
lochia, which had not flowed, were nowdifcharged
in their natural way.

By the 21ft day, the patient found herfelf tolerably
well, with only a little remaining fever, which dlfa.p-
peared a few days afterwards by a continuation of the

- fame remedies. A collection of pus took place un-
der the right tranfverfalis mufcle, which pointed to-
wards the pyramidalis; this was difcharged by a {mail
opening. The ulcer became fimple and cicatrized
towards the end of the fixth week. This woman was
cured in this manner of this dreadful accident, and
was only fubjected to the inconvenience of wearing a
bandage to prevent a venttal hernia. From this pe-
tied - Lhc ‘has enjoyed an exoeﬂmt ftate of health,

and
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and has fince lain 1n with two ﬁne chnldren, which the
fuckled,* : _ Al

Cafes of cartilaginous Subflances floating in the Articula-
' tion of the Knee.

Caflaoaul I
{By Mr. BrocrIER. ]

N the winter of the year 1777, Mr. =—, a cap-
tain of dragoons, 28 years of age, was thrown
down backwards from an accident occafioned by a
door that had been fhut with confiderable force, and.
which had included his leg; he inftanty felt a vio-
lent {enfe of diftenfion at the knee joint, accompanied
with an acute pain and a noife fimilar to what is heard
by cracking the fingers, but confiderably louder.
The patient Kept his bed, and was at firft treated with
emollient fomentations, which were {oon relihiluiﬂ)ed
in confequence of the enormous {welling of the knee.

* The editor obferves that he knew the woman who forms
the fubjet of this cafe. ~Three years after the wound he ap-
plied a proper bandage to retain a fmall ventral. herma, the
only inconvenience that refulted from the accident,

: © Some
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Some lxttle cafe feemed to be obtamed by the ufe of
fomentations with fea-water. The fwelling lafted
for eleven. months : it encreafed by reft and by the
{malleft. degree of excefs, and diminithed, on the
contrary, by a regular fober life, affifted with mode-
rate exercife. Three months after the accident, an
extraneous moveable fubftance was felt in the joint of
the affected knee, fituated before its external condyle,
and which foon pafied before the internal one. This
body was felt at different points of the articulation,
but 1ts general fituation was above the patella by the
fide of the extenfor tendébn of the leg: in this fitua-
tion it was productive of the leaft pain: when it
got behind the patella, the patient was incapable of
ftanding or walking. Sometimes it was engaged un-
der the condyles of the femur : it then abfolutely in-
tercepted the motions of the legand produced violent
pain, accompanied with fwelling, which lafted until
this extraneous {ubftance had regained its fituation
before the condyles, or rather by the fide of the ex-
tenfor tendon. This fubftance one day difappeared
without occafiening any particular {ymptoms; it
was concealed for the fpace of fix months, during
which time the articulation was perfeétly frec. The
patient, who was now free from every inconvenience,
believed himfelf perfectly cured, when it fuddenly re-
appeared in confequence of a quick extenfion of the
leg. - The pain and uneafinefs it produced under cer-
tain fituations, and the apprehenfion it would pro-
duce canfequences ftill more ferious, induced this
officer to confult different perfons, who were all
o deceived
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deceived in the nature of the cafe. Some took it for 4
fprain, ‘others for a venereal fymptom, for which they
adminiftered mercurials; there were even .thofe who
perfuaded the patient that the {folid mafs felt under
the fkin was mercury collétted in the articulation.
Mr. Default, who was confulted in the year 1784,
{even years after the accident, inflantly recognifed
the difeafe, which he had met with in feveral diffecs
tions: he propofed its extraction, and proceeded in
the following manner: the furgeon, after relaxing
the capfular ligament by extending the leg, brought
the extraneous body on the.infide of the articulation
againft the attachment of the capfular ligament, and
fecured it in this fituation between the index, finger
and thumb of the left hand, whilft an affiftant drew
the integuments forwards towards the patella. = All
the parts that covered this extraneous body were
now divided by a longitudinal incifion, one inch in
length and its extraction accomplithed by puthing
it from above downwards, and raifing it inferiorly
with the end of the knife. This fubftance, on exa-
mination, was found ﬁmxlar 1n colour to the cartilages
that cover the articular (urfaces it was three quarters
of an inch in length, fix lines and an half in width,

and three lines in thicknefs; its furfaces were fmooth,
one concave and the other convex; its circumfer-
ence irregular, diffeminated with red points, form-
ing {mall depreffions; the infide was offified, the
outfide of a cartilaginous texture. As foon as the
{ubftance was extratted, the affiftant let go the inte-
guments which he had drawn forwa.rdso they confe-

quently
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quently returngd to their natural fituation, on the
Inner fide of the knee joint, in fuch a manner, that
the exterrtal wound in the integuments was fituated
more, inwards than the one in the capfular ligament.
Two advantages were procured by this means: on
the one hand, air was prevented from penetrating
into the articulation; and on the other, the floating
portion of capfular ligament, retained inwards by the
fkin, was more likely to attach itfelf to the condyle,
in cafe it did not unite to the other portion of the
capfule divided near its attachment. The edges of
the wound were brought in contaét by means of a
uniting bandage; dry lint and comprefles were ap-
plicd , and retained on the part by a flight bandage;
the limb was kept in a ftate of extenfion. The pa-
tient at firft experienced a flight degree of fhivering,
which foon fubfided. No pain or fwelling whatever
fupervened in the fequel, The dreflings were not
taken off till the fourth day, The bottom of the
wound was already united, though the outlide had
{uppurated a little. The fame mode of drefling was
continued for fix days; the cure was then com-
pleted and the officer returned to his ordmary oc-
cupations. '

. T4 GCASE
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R. Default was confulted, in the year 148 iy

by a fervant, from 45 to go years of age,

who many years before had injured his knee
againft the (haft of a carriage. ‘Thrown down by the
violence of the fhock, he remained a long time on
the pavement, without the power of raifing himfeif.
A confiderable degree of inflammation ‘took place
round the articulation, which did not diminith for a
confiderable time, notwithftanding reft, bleeding,
poultices, and an antiphlogiftic regimen. Some de-
gree of {welling, attended with weaknefs of the arti-
culation, always remained. The patient was at inter-
vals fenfible of acute pain, always followed with an
increafe of the fwelling, and an impoffibility of {up-
porting himfelf on the leg. Reft was again obferved,
and cataplafms applied. 1In the fpace of fome days
thefe {ymptoms gave way. After this report of his
cafe, Mr. Default, having carefully examined the ar-
ticulation, difcovered, on the outfide of the patella; a
body which eafily admitted of difplacement. Mr.
Default moved this fubflance to the infide of the
knee, and fixed it againft the attachment of the cap-
{ular ligament, and completed the extra&ion, as in
the preceding cafe. The wound united without any
accident, but on the sth day a fwelling, attended
with violent ‘pain, fupervencd on the middle part of
the
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the leg. This fwellmg terminated by an abcefs, the
opening of which did not mitigate the pain of the
leg; this did not fubfide until a {welling and a fimi-
lar abcefs formed on the middle part of the thigh.
Thefe abcefles were not cured before the expiration
of two months; and what is a fingular circumftance,
the knee was not the leaft affeted during the whole
of the time. It is proper perhaps to remark, that
this patient had been long fubject to rheumatic pains,
which affected different parts of his body fucceffively.
The fubftance extracted from the articulation was .
cartilaginous, and offified in its center: it was eleven
lines in length, eight in breadth, and three in thick-
nefs; one of its furfaces concave, another convex,
and of an oval fhape.

Three more cafes are mentioned of the [ucce[sful ex-
tradion of thefe extrancous bodies. The gentleman who
formed the fubjet of one of thefe cafes had the operation
performed twice : an interval of more than a year tranf-
pired before the fecond operation.

: : : REmarks
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Remarks on the Exiftence and Extraftion of extra-
‘neous Bodies fituated i the Articulation.‘

The exiftence of extraneous bodies in the articula-
tion, fuch as we have juft defcribed, is by no means
a rare occurrence, though unknown to the ancients,
and even to the majority of French pracitioners.

Paré is the firft who {peaks of this {pecies of con-
cretion : he fays, that & bard, polifbed, white body, of
the fize of an aliond, was difcharged from the knee
of a patient, in the year 1558, in which he had
made an incifion for an agueous apofteme, (without
doubt an hydrops articuli).* : '

Similar concretions in the knee of an ox have been
remarked by Dr. Vagnerus+ One of thefe extrane-
ous bodies was found on diffe@ion in a knee joint,
by Dr. Alexander Monro. Mr. Sim'fonv extracted
one of thefe {ome years afterwards, which at firft he
did not fuppofe was in the cavity of the articulation,
notwithftanding its mobility, and the pain it occa-
fioned.{ Since thefe periods, examples have been
multiplied of this difeafe.

It is unneceffary here to deferibe the {fymptoms.
The chara&eriftic diftin&ions pointed out by Theden,

* Liv. XXV. chap. 15, ad fin, °

% Eph. nat, Cur Dec., 2. an 4+ (1685) & Col. Acad. part etr,
t. 3, p. 660. :

I Medical Effays, &c, by a Society at Edinburgh, N? 20, 1736.
: ‘Bell,

-
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Bell, and Bromﬁeld, are abfolutely the fame ;¥ others,
as MefIrs. Cruikfhank+ and Mohrenheim, ¥ only add,
that in confequence of this fubftance remaining in
the articulation, hydrops articuli will be fometimes
prodticed. : _

The cafe related by Paré, as well as that by Mr.
Simfon, where four ounces of fluid efcaped when the
fubftance was extrated, feem to favour this opinion;
but, however, hydrops articuli more frequently occurs
than the exiftence of thefe extraneous [ubftances, and
when they are found they remain for a long time
without hydrops articuli fupervening. We are, there-
fore, juftified in doubting that thefe difeafes are in-
dependent of each other, even if they exift at the
fame time. e 18 ;

‘M. Bell {peaks of cellular concretions adhering to
the different parts which compofe the articulation:
‘he feems to think that they take on a difpofition to
harden, gradually feparate themfelves, and by this
means become a free ‘detached body in the cavity of
the articulation.  Morgagnil| 'has met with offious
bodies detached in the fame joint with cartilaginous
ones, which have adhered to the capfule by a point of
their {urface; others have been feen attached to the

i ghirurgical Cafes and Obfervations, vol. i. page 332, and
Richter’s Chir. Bib. t. ii. p- 133. ;

+ Progrefs ult. de Chirurgie, trad. par Chayrou, fe&. 16,
Syftem of Surgery, vol. v. ch. 38, fed 7.

T Med. Commentar‘ies by a Society at Edinburgh, vol. iv,
part 1—4; and Richter’s Chir. Bib, t. v. p.74.
: § De Sed Epift. 57, art, 14,

Vou. II. T contiguous
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contiguous parts by a- kind of ligament or cellylar
pedicle of a greater or lefs degree of length.*

Some authors are of opinion, that thefe extraneous
fubftances are only formed in the articulation of the
knee;t but Haller has difcovered a great .number of
them in the jaw of a woman where the articular carti-
lage was deftroyed ;§ they have been alfo remarked
in the articulation of the foot; and Mr. Bell recom-
mends them to be extracted in the {fame manner as
when fituated in the knee. Bodies completely offi-
fied have been found in the articulation of the leg,||
fometimes they are cartilaginous, and offified in their
center, and at others only cartilaginous; that men-
tioned by Monro was only a cellular nucleus, invefted
with a éartilaginous cruft. :

Moft frequently only one of thefe fubflances are
found to exift in the articulation at one time; but
Morgagni has found twenty five at one time. Mefiis.
Henkell and Bromﬁ_eld have extracted two_at the
fame time.§ The fame circumftance alfo occurred
to the fubje& of our laft mentioned cafe,

Meflrs.Middleton* *and Gooch+t+have endeavoured

* ‘Monro, Theden, Bell, Locis, cit. ¢
+ Reimarus Diff. de Tumore Ligamentorum eirca articulos,
Leide, 1757, 4to. : : : ;
1 Prog. de Induratis Corp. Hum. part 5, & Morg;tni de
fed Ep. 57, art.15. ; : :
: Il Morgagni Ep. citat. art. 14.
§ Reimarus.
- Thid) 0]
+t Cafes and pra&ical Remarks ih’Surgéry, London, 1 7583
and practical Treatife on Wounds, &c. Norwich, 1767,
to
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toconduct the extraneous body into that fituation that
produced no pain, and to retain it in that pofition for
a long time, under the idea that it would adhere to
the contiguous parts. This {pecies of palliative cure
appeafcd‘_tof fucceed, but at the end of fome months
they had not the opportunity of fecing their patients.
We fthould recolle@, that the refult of thefe cafes does
not enfure {uccefs to this m‘ctho,d,, for the extraneous
fubftance may again become moveable, after being
concealed even for fix months without any {fymptom
whatever indicating its prefence.* :
The only radical cure then on which we can de-
pend, is its extraction by dividing the integuments
and the capfular ligament, Penetrating wounds in
the articulation, from long and ancient. prejudices,
have ever been viewed as highly dangerous. Mr,
Simfon intimates, that ﬁc thould not have dared to
perform the operation, had he not conceived that the
extraneous body he was about to extract was fituated
in the cellular fubftance that covered the capfular
ligament.  Since this period, this operation has been
frequently repeated. Thofe who have performed it,
_have deemed it highly‘ effential to pf;vent air getting
into the cavity of the joint, confequently all have
attended particularly to cover the orifice inftantly
after the extraction of the fubftance. Meflrs. Brom.-
field, Bell, and Default, make their incifion in fuch
a way, that the aperture in the integuments does
not correfpond with Fhe opening -Ain the capfular

* Vide Cafe I.
T ligament :
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hgament it is with this intention M. Bromfield re-
tracts the integuments downwards towards theleg, Mr,
Bell upwards to the thigh, and Mr. Defadlt towards
the knee, Other practitioners havc,negle&rd this
precaution.  Mefirs. Simfon, Hewit, Theden, Gooch,
Ford, Subzer, and lately M. Vielle, are content with
ftretching the integuments on the extraneous body,
without changing  their natural fituation. M.
Cruikfhank recommends the opening in the integu-
ments to be as {mall as poffible : this plan may per-
haps expofe the edges of the wound to be contufed
in the extrattion of the extraneous fubftance: in this
cafe, re-union will become difficult; an effet directly
oppofiteto the view of the author, which is to exclude
the air from the cavity. We are only acquainted
with two cafes where the incifion through the capfule
was attended with extreme pain: the one related by
Mr. Simpfon, and in the patient who formed the
fubje& of the fecond cafe ; the other patients fuffered
little. However, all authors are apprehenfive of the
confequences of this operation. Meflrs. Cruikfhank
and Bromfield believe that it is never unattended with
danger, and very frequently produces the moft feri-
ous {ymptoms. Mr. Bell even adds, that the {ymp-
toms have been fufficiently violent to neceffitate the
amputation of the thigh. Ancient and long received
prejudices refpeting the conta® of air, may perhaps
have caufed thefe dangers to be exaggerated, and
{ymptoms may have been attributed to the opening
in the articulation, which an unprejudiced obferver
might, with more propriety, have referred 2o another

fource.
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fource. Meflrs. Ford,* Subzer,+ and Vielle, have
never feen any Accidents confequent to this operation,
Henckel has been equally fuccefsful, although he
opened both fides of the knee joint at one time.
Mefiis. Bromfield, Gooch, and Bell, have each twice
performed the fame operation, and Theden three
times with the fame fuccefs. Mr. Default has ‘alfo
{ucceeded three times. Mr.. Ford’s - patient was
attacked with the meafles eight days after the opera-
tion, and one of Mr. Theden's died of a malignant
fever prevalent at this period, which feized him the
very day of the operation without producing the leaft
effet on the articulation. Amidft fuch a variety of
fuccefs, three cafes have been only followed with fe-
rious fymptoms: Mr. Simfon’s, Mr. Hewit’s, related
by Reimarus, and the fubjet of Cafe IL that we have
related; and it is even a queftion whether the fymp-
toms were immediately produced by the operation or
not. Mr. Simfon’s rode on horfe-baek a few hours af-
ter the operation, and was expofed a confiderable time
to the cold air; and in the cafe we have related, the
patient was conflantly fubjett to rheumatic pains.
In Mr. Hewit’s, the incifion made on the outfide of
the knee, and towards the upper part of the patella,
was attended with but little pain ; the {fymptoms ne-
ver appeared until the expiration of 36 hours; the
pain princi‘pally affected the ham, and that fide of
the knee oppofed to the wound. ' In this cafe it js

* Med. Obf. by a Society of Phyficians in London, vol.'v,
and Richter’s Bib. t.iv. p. 68. '

% Richter’s Bib. t, viii, P- 492,
3 certainly
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certamly too much to affirm, that tlns operation pro-
duced thefe fymptoms.  Are there n6t numerous €x-
amples of fimple wounds that have produced very
ferious fymptoms from particular caufes, as morbid
affeGions of the primz vie, a difeafed ftate 6f the
fecretions, &c. It is a fa¢t univerfally admitted, that
bleeding, even when performed in the beft manner,
has been fometimes followed . with pain, inflamma-
tion, and abcefles, under particular circumftances of
the conttitution,

Caﬁ: of an Extirpation of a confiderable Part of the
Thyroid Gland.

~[By Mr. Giraup, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.

N - the year 1784, J. Hyons, 20 years of age, ex-
perienced an acute pain at the middle and anterior
part of the neck, in confequence of a violent exten-
fion of the head : this pain, which was only momen-
tary, was® followed with fome difficulty of motion.
‘About three months afterwards, a {mall, hard, indo-
lent tumor appeared on the right fide of the trachea;
this {welling was unattended with pain or alteration in
the colour of the integuments ; the tumor feemed to
be raifed by a pulfatory action, which feemed to prove
: ; & the
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the exiftence of a large artery fituated underneath,
‘and in fa& its bafe was fituated on the general
courfe of the carotid artery. The patient, feel-
ing no inconvenience, neglected it until June,
1788. At this time, the tumor was one inch in dia-
meter; its progrefs, which in the firft inftance was
flow, now augmented with ptoportionable rapidity 5
internal remedies, and topical applications; had no
effet in preventing its'increafe; a fluctuation in its
center was foon evident; an incifion was then made

into this part, and a quantity of yellow ferofity dif-
‘ charged. Three months after this operation, which
was not of the leaft {fervice, recourfe was had to cauf-
tics, which were repeatedly applied without any ad-
vantage being obtained. On the 2oth of March,
1791, fhe prefented herfelf for admiffion at the Ha-
tel Dieu. At this period, the tumor was two inches
in diameter, round, hard, and attached to the right
and middle part of the trachea, and puthed outwards
the fterno-maftoideus mufcle. Independent of its
being fenfibly raifed by each pulfation of the arterics,
it obeyed the motions of deglutition, and in a flight
degree impeded the paflage of the folid aliment.
The patient, earneftly defiring to get rid of fuch an
inconvenient deformity, determined to fubmit to its
extirpation, which appeared her only refource. The
danger, the length of time, and the pain neceffarily
annexed to the operation, were not concealed from
her. The operation, after a few days previous pre-
‘paration, was performed in the amphitheatre by Mr.
Default in the following manner: the patient being
: ; 1.4 laid
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laid on her back, a little inclined on the le% fide,
with the head and neck more raifed than the reft of
the body, the furgeon made a longitudingl incifion
through the middle of the tumor, beginning one inch
above, and finithing one inch below, to allow room
to finifh the operation with eafe; in the firft fection
he cut down as far as the gland, dividing the integu-
ments, the platy{ma-myoides, and foine fibres of the
fterno-hyoideii and fterno-thyroideii mufcles; an af-
fiftant, with the view of fixing the tumor, drew to-
wards the left the infide edge of the wound made by
the incifion, whillt the furgeon detached it from the
fterno-maftoideus mufcle. In diffecting the cellular
fubftance which united the parts, two {mall arteries
were divided, which were raifed by a pair of diffect-
ing forceps and fecured by ligature. The external
furface of the tumor being thus difengaged, the in-
ternal part was detached in the fame way. The tu-
mor was drawn outwards by means of a hook, that
it might be feparated with more eafe from the ante-
rior part and from the fide of the trachea. In the
courfe of this diffection, the branches of the thyroid
arteries were {ucceffively tied, as faft as they were
divided. The affiftant to whom the hook was con-
- fided directed the gland from within and forwards,
whilft the furgeon finifhed the diffetion outwards
and from above downwards. This part of the opera-
tion was the moft minute and difficult : it was ne-
ceflary by means of a {ponge continually to wipe
away the blood, which neceflarily prevented the parts

from being eafily diftinguithed, and obliged the
“furgeon
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furgeon to divide but a little at a time, and previoufly
to feel with his'finger thofe parts he was about to in-
cife. By this cautious diffection of parts the fupe-
rior and inferior thyroid arteries were laid bare, and
afterwards fecured by ligature by means of a blunt
crooked needle. They were afterwards tranfverfely
divided, and the remaining part of the tumor de-
tached from the trachea, to which it ftrongly ad-
hered.  The wound refulting from this operation was
near three inches in depth : it was outwardly bounded
by the fterno-maftoideus muicle, and inwardly by the
trachea and cefophagus; pofteriorly by the carotid
artery, and by the nerves of the eighth pair, which
were expofed at the bottom of the wound. After
the wound was well wathed with warm water, and
cleared from the blood, it was filled with coarfe lint,
powdered with colophony; fquare comprefies, fe-
cured by a bandage moderately tight, formed the reft
of the drefling. The extirpated tumor was five
inches in circamferénce; and on examination was
found to differ in no particular from {chirrus glands,
except that in the center there was a cartilaginous
nucleus. The patient {fupported this long, difficult,
and painful operation with uncommon firmnefs: fhe
- pafled the reft of the day without experiencing any
other fymptom than a flight fhivering, generally con-
fequent to large wounds. The following night fhe
complained of a fenfe of heat in the neck, and fome
difficulty in deglutition. The next day a little eafe
was obtained by moiftening the dreffing with a de-
co&tion of marfhmallows. A weak drink of the herb

. dog’s
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‘dog’s tooth, acidulated with oxymel was prefcribed.
On the 3d day the fever was very modderate, but the
difficulty in fwallowing had confiderably increafed at
this period; the compreffes and the external lint were
removed, and freth applied. On the 4th; thet fever
~ceafed, and deglutition became lefs painful. Sup-
puration now became ¢ftablithed. The next day all
the lint was dctached and the whole of the dreffings
renewed. The wound was in a good ftate: it was
drefled with foft lint and comprefles moiftened with
an emollient decoction ; a pra&ice which was conti-
nued for the following days. No particular circum-
ftance occurred during the cure. The wound fol-
lowed the ordinary progrefs and was cicatrized at
the end of a month. The patient left the hofpital,
perfectly cured, the g4th day after the operation,

Nork of zbe Eprror.

The extirpation of the thyroid gland is an opera-
tion extremely difficult, and certainly highly danger-
ous, when performed by an operator but moderately
exercifed in the practice of his profeffion. The num-
ber and fize of the arteries neceffary to divide, the

proxxrmty of the trachea, wfophagus, and carotid,
near
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near which the knife muft neceffarily pafs, are the
principal dangers that the  operator fhould avoid.
Thefe are the circamftances which have deterred the
majority of practitioners from performing it, parti-
culariy thofe who from long eftablithed prejudice
have been deterred from ufing ligatures in cafes of
wounded arteries. Examples of this operation are
very rare. The firft time that Geoch undertook to
perform it, he was deterred from finithing it by the
hemorrhage, and his patient died on the 8th day.
The fecond time he fucceeded better, but was inca-
pable of fecuring the veffels, and fucceeded by ftop-
ping the hemorrhage, which would otherwife have
been mortal, by caufing the parts to be comprefled
by the hand of an affiftant for the fpace of 8 days.*

A.F. Vogel and Theden have prattifed the fame
operation with the moft complete fuccefs. All dan-
ger from the hemorrhage, or inconvenience arifing
from the difcharge of blood, may be obviated by
pinching up the {mall veflels, tying them as faft as
they are divided, and by difcovering and tying the
large veffels' previous to their divifion; other parts
that cannot be wounded without danger, are to be
avoided by diflefting flowly and a little at a time,
and fecling with the finger every part preyious to its
divifion with the biftoury.

® Gooch’s Med. and Chir. Obf. p. 130; Bell’s Syftem of
Surgery, vol. v. p.525; and la Bib, Chir, de Richter, t.ii,

“Pal‘ﬁe, P 128,
Fraitures
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Fraéures af the fuperior Part of the Humerus.

X

@

GRS D

" [By Mr. VERGEs, formerly Surgeon to the Hotel
D

TALLARD, 66 years of age, was admitted

e into the Hoétel Dieu on the 13th of March,

1789, for a fracture at the fuperior part of the left
arm occafioned by a fall on the pavement a few hours
before her admiffion. The pain, difficulty of mo-
tion, and the crepitus, evidently pointed out the na-
ture of this fracture. - To reduce it, the patient was
feated on the edge of her bed, the arm a little {epa-
rated from the body and earried a little forwards, an
extenfion was made by an afiiftant making ufe of the _
fore-arm, in a ftate of demi—ﬂéxion,‘ as a lever: this
affiftant placed one of his hands behind the wrift as.a
point of {fupport, whilft the other hand, applied on
the fuperior and anterior part of the fore-arm, was
the moving force. This manner of making the ex-
tenfion left expofed all the parts on which the ban-
dage fhould be applied. A fecond affiftant fixed the
trunk by drawing the uninjured arm towards him, in
a direCtion perpendicular to the axis of the body.
The reduétion was accomplithed with the flighteft
degree of exertion: when the furgeon, after examin-
;  ing
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ing the fractured part, was certain that it was exa&,
he took a roller, four or five ells in length, and three
fingersbrsadth, dipped in the aq. veg. and applied
one of the ends to the upper part of the fore-arm,
and fecured it by two circular turns; then paffed
it up to the fuperior part of the arm by means of re-
fleted turns ; two turns of the bandage were then
pafled under the oppofite axilla, the head of the
bone brought back on the fhoulder, and retained
there by an affiftant; whilft the furgeon applied three
ftrong {plints of about two fingers in width; one in
front, extending from the bend of theelbow as high as
the acromion, the two others were placed outfide and
backwards reaching from the external condyle and
olecranon to the fame height; the roller was then
paffed over the {plints from above downwards in the
fame manner as before, and finifhed where it begun
at the fuperior part of the fore-arm. A ftuffed pad
was placed between the arm and the trunk : its width
was from four or five inches, its thicknefs, at its
inferior part, was from two to three, terminating
fuperiorly in the form of a wedge and of fufficient
length to extend from the axilla to the bend of
the elbow ; the thinneft extremity of this pad was
fixed to the fuperior part of the bandage with two
pins. The arm, thus fupported, was maintained
in this pofition by fome turns of the bandage pafled
round the trunk. To prevent the dreffings being
deranged, they were covered by a napkin in the form
of a body bandage, and which ferved at the fame
time to keep the fore-arm half bent, as in a fling.

This
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This drefling contained the fratured portions ex-
tremely well, and retained the arm and fhoulder in
a flate of perfet immobility. The patient expe-
rienced not the lealt inconvenience or pain during
the whole of the treatment. As the frafture was
fimple, no bleeding or particular regimen was em-
ployed; the dreffings were renewed twice before it
was confolidated.  On the 25th day they were en-
tirely relinquithed; but by way of caution, the arm
was retained in a fling until the goth.” The patient
left the hofpital fome days afterwards fo completely
cured, that it was not pofiible by the touch to difco-
ver the place that had been fradtured.

b e L e

‘ Perrée, on the 2 3d.of February, 1790, frac-
\ e tured the right humerus very near its neck :
fhe was admitted into the Hétel Dieu the next day,
and treated in the fame manner as in the preceding

cafe, and precifely with the fame fuccefs. The dref-
fings were left off on the 28th day.

Six: miore cafes are related that terminated in the Jame
favourable manner from the ‘mode of treatment jupf do-
[eribed. i : ' : :

OBSERVA-
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3

OBSERVATIONS o7 Fralutes of the fuperior Part qf
#he Humerus,

"

The diagnoftic of this fpecies of frafture is not
difficult : it may be known from the violence of the
fhock, and the cracking that attends it, “the pain,
the immobility of the arm when left to itfelf, and its
great degree of mobility when influericed by ‘external”
force; the fenfe of pricking and tearing ‘that thefe
motions produce; the dire&tion of the humerus,
forwards, backwards, inwards, or outwards, according
to the nature of the difplacement; the projection of
the inferior fragment, ‘the inequalities of which may
be felt through the deltoid or pectoralis major; ‘the
depreffion remarked on the fhoulder, lower than in‘a
luxation; the immob'ﬂity of the head of the bone,
which is eafy to difcover when there is not much
fwelling, when the inferior fragment 1s moved ; 'ah"&
by the erepitus, which may be heard on extending
and rotating the limb. The majority of thefe {ymp-
toms, in many particulars, accord with a luxation of
the humerus ; and from this circumftance errors often
arife in the treatment, -producing very ferious confe-
quences.  Thefe may be avoided by an attention to
the chara@eriftic figns which we have pointed out
under the article of ‘luxation. ‘The difplacement of
the offious fragments, in this fpecies of fracture, s
not often very confiderable ; the arm, hanging by the
fide of the trunk, keeps up by its weight a fort of

permanent
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permanent extenfion, and oppofes by this means 2
continual refiftance to the mufcular cdntraGtion. The
reduction, gencrally fpeakmg, 1s ‘not” attended with
great difficulty. The different machines invented for
the purpofc of extenfion become abfolutely ufelefs if
it is well directed by the means of the hands of affift-
ants. It is {ufficient, to obtain the neceflary degree
of extenfion; to fix the trunk and ﬂlghtly extend the
fore-arm: to effect it, we mu[’c adopt the advice of
prpocmtcs and_ the other ancients, and place the
mufcles in a fcate of relaxatmn by holdmg the arm
at a little diftance from the body, and keepmg the
fore-arm half bent. The extenfion made on the fore-
arm, as in Ca.fe v offers ‘many- advantages. Inde-
pendent of its bcmg cafier, and, requiring lefs force
than when made on the fra&ured arm, it admits of
the afiiftant. keeping the limb i in the fame pofition
whilft the furgeon applies the dreﬁings, it confe-
quently preferves the bones in that ftate of appofition
in which they were originally placed. For this rea-
fon, to avoid abandoning the extenfion till the ban-
dages are completely applied, we make ufe of the
uninjured arm to {upport the trunk. mﬁ:eaql of the
hands of an aﬁiﬁant being applied on the thorax or
thoulders, on which parts, according to our methody
many turns of the bandage are expended, vide Cafe I.
Various methods have been {uggefted to retain the
portions of the fractured bone, after their reduction.
Hippocrates does not appear to have employed any

other bandage than what is ufed in other fra&urcs of
. . the



€ 304 )

the humerus; 'h‘is directions are to fix the arm againft -
 the trunk by means of a bandage that will include
both; and.when the patient withes to reft it, to have
a pillow or thick comprefles fituated between the ribs
and the infefior part of the arm. Celfus employs
the {pica bandage, and fixes, like Hippocrates, the
arm againft the trunk. ~ Paulus Egineta followed the
fame method as Celfus, to which he added the ufe of
a roller expended over the whole arm; a4 method that
Avicenna and many other Arabian phyficians appear
to have adopted. ~ The greater part of modern prac-
titioners have relinquifhed the cuftom purfued by
Paré of fixing the arm to the cheft. Almoft all have
rejected the ufe of the roller as inconvenient or ufe-
lefs. Lamotte; Heifler, and Henckel, have adopted
the fpica. Petit, Duverney, and many others,
are contented to apply on the arm and fhoulder
comprefles retained on by the 18 tailed bandage. -
There are even thofe who only propofe keeping the
arm in a fling. We fhall not ftop to prove the in-
fufficiency of thefe methods, which at this time are
generally admicted. It is evident that the fling and
18 tailed bandage are inadequate to the retention of
the fractured portions, and the fpica will neceflarily
puth outwards the ‘inferior fragments. The infuffi-
ciency of thefe methods induced M. Mofchati to
envelope the arm and fhoulder in a quantity of tow
dipped in the white of an egg, and fuftained by a
bandage. This drefling, when dry, formed a kind
of box, which inclofed the parts over which it was

Vou. I, \A applied;



applied;* but this bandage, mdependent of its in-
convenience, forms no oppoﬁnon to the motions of
the fhoulder nor to the mufcles of the arm, or to the
difplacement of the frattured portions, which will
admit of being moved in every fenfe, but chiefly in-
wards, particularly when the arm is extended on a
- cuthion, as M. Mofchati recommends. ;
The drefling employed in the Hdtel Dieu, and
which is defcribed in Cafe 1. appears to be the moft
advantageous. In this laft method, the fractured ex-
tremity and the trunk, form as it may be faid but
one body; the arm and the thoulder do not admit of
partial motion, which might derange the fragments
of the benes; the fide of the cheft is oppofed to their
difplacement inwards, whilft they receive an addi-
tional hlpport from the ftrong fphnts fituated out-
wards, forwards, and backwards; the roller that we
apply on the arm and fthoulder, at the fame time that
it {upports, tends by its preffure to diminith the bulk
of the mufcles, prefles them againft the humerus, and
certainly takes off from the force of their contracion.
This kind of compreffion produces alfo another ef-
fect, already remarked by Avicenna, that of refolv-
ing the f{welling and eccymofis. The kind of pad
introduced between the fide of the arm and the
thorax preferves thefe parts from excoriations, to
which they would be fubjeft from immediate con-
ta&: it ferves alfo, by its form, to favour the moft
natural fituation of the arm when left at liberty,

* Voy. Mem. Acad, Chir. tom. iv. in gto.

which
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which is, wheén the elbow is fituated a lictle
diftance from the trunk; befides, this difpofition
retains the inferior part of the fractured portion
more exactly in a ftate of appofition with the fupe-
rior portion, and deftroys that tendency which it
naturally has to be carried outwards from the curva-
ture of the humerus, and particularly by the a&ion
of the deltoid, which is inferted at its external part,
If it fhould occur, as it has fometimes happened
under partiéular circumftances, that the inferior
fragment is carried inwards, we muft then change
the form of the pad, and make it all of an equal de-
gree of thicknefs, according to the obfervation of
Mr. Le Dran; and in fome cafes the upper part
fhould be even thicker, and thinner where it corre-
{ponds to the elbow. .

Long experience has, however, indifputably efta~
blithed the fuperiority of this method. All the pa-
tients on whom it has been employed have been
cured without accident or deformity, and on the
*average in the {pace of 26 or 30 days; a few indivi-
’ duals only excepted, whofe conduét had been irre-
gular,

"'. ' V2 » ,Ca/%



Cafe af a Wound of the Stomach followed wztb Effufion
in the abdominal Cavity. ¢

[By L. G. T.FoUuRNIER, Surgedn to the Hoétel Dieu.]

N. Claufe, 26 years of age, received a ftab

‘e with a knife in the epigaftric region on the 18th

of O&obe:r, 1790: the blade of this inftrument, fix
inches in length, and from eight to ten lines in
width, had divided the cartilage of the 7th of the
true ribs on the right fide at . one inch from its ante-
rior extremity. The wound was an inch in width,
oblique in its direction, extending from right to left,
from above downwards, and from before backwards.
This man was fenfele(s when brought into the Hotel
Dieu, « which was two hours after the accident. The
perfons who accompanied him faid, that at the mo-
mment it happened he had juft left a company
where he had eat a plentiful {upper, and had got ine-
briated with brandy and wine; they obferved, that
the inftant he received the ftroke, he vomited up the
aliment mixed with blood, and afterwards a confi-
derable quantity of pure blood. A fimilar yomiting
returned as foon as he was put to bed. He foon
complained of violent thirft, and of pain in the epi-
gaftric region: his body was covered with a cold
{weat, his pulfe fmall and concentrated, and his re-
fpiration quick and difficult. Thefe fymptoms,
\ : conjoined
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eonjoined with the dire&ion of the wound, and par-
ticularly the votniting of blood, fufficiently indicated
an injury of the ftomach, From this circumftance
he was only permitted to allay his thirft by a few
fpoonfuls of drink taken at ftated periods ; 2 {mall
piece of lint was applied on the wound, and an emol-
lient cataplafm over the whole abdomen, and to the
inferior part of the thorax. The patient waslaid on
his back, and recommended to obferve a ftate of the
moft abfolute reft. In the courfe of the day he com-
pletely recovered his recollection, his pulfe beat with
more frequency and freedom; his refpiration was ftill
difficult.. The patient, reftlels and agitated, com-
plained principally of a fenfe of uneafinefs in the
epigaftric region.”  The conftant naufea and fyncopes
that now attacked him feemed to announce his ap-
proaching death. = Thefe fymptoms feemed mitigated
a little the following night; he was attacked how-
ever with fome fhiverings, and fighed frequently.
Towards the morning he {cemed to enjoy a tranquil
fleep for the fpace of an hour. The fecond day the
abdomen preferved its natural degree of foftnefs, but
the epigaftric region was very painful, From the
ftrength of the pulfe he was bled to the quantity of
fix or eight ounces, which operation was repeated
in the evening. The thirft was extreme; but the
fame practice was continued of giving him only afew
{poonfuls at a time of the decoction of dog’s tooth,
acidulated with fyrup of lemons ; this, with now and
then a very fmall quantity of light foup, formed the
whole of his nourithment. The third day, after a
V-2  moderate
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moderate good night, he felt an increafe of the pain
in the-epigaftric region, which exteided more and
more to the left fide. Every {fpoonful of drmk as
foon as fwallowed, afforded a fenfanon as if dlﬁ'ufed :
in the cavity of the abdomen: this extraordinary
fymptom occafioned a little uneafinefs, but not
amounting 'to pain. The thirft was more moderate
than in the preceding days, the pulfe fofter, though
frequent and raifed ; from this circumftance, a third
bleeding was ordered.  From the oblique fituation of
the wound, and its paflage through the cartilage, it
was not well adapted to afford iflue to a fluid which
to all appearance was diffufed in the cavity of the
abdomen ; of courfe it was unneceflary to lay the
patient on his wound. The diffufed matters now
feemed as if colletted in the left hypochondrium; at
Yeaft there was reafon to fuppofe fo, from the fenfe of
weight the patient experienced a_.t the part : he was
always eafier when laying on. his left ﬁdé, a pofition,
which he obferved the remainder of the treatment.
Untvl this period, the appearance of the abdomen had
been nearly natural; it began to fivell the next day, but
was not accomp‘anied with any fort of tenﬁonr From
the difficulty in relpiration, the pain in the hypo-
chondrlum, the hardnefs and frequency of the pulfe,
it became neceffary . to repeat the bleedmg, and
which was twice performed on the next day. The
{enfe of thirft now began to abate, the pulfe préferve‘d :
its frequency, but was fofter and lefs elevated; the
breathing became eafier, but was fill lmpeded by a
fixed pain, vghxch QCCUP!_Cd the eplgafqu_: region and
: e S o the
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the lefc hypochondrium. A kind of bilious purging
came 6n, fubfequent to an enema of pure water that
was thrown up, with the infention’ of foftening the
indurated faces contained in the re¢tum: this purg-
ing, which was moderate until the 12th day of the
difeafe, increafed fo as to produce uneafinefs. In the
courfe of a few days it difappeared by the ufe of a
decottion of rice with fyrup of quinces. Some time
after it returned in the fame manner as before, and
did not ceafe until the g5th day. During this pe-
riod the matters were yellow, fluid, and inodorous,
After the 16th day nothing paffed from the ftomach
.into the abdominal cavity. - By the 28th the external
wound was nearly cicatrized. At this period, the
effufion was circumfcribed, and did not extend be-
yond the epigaftric region and the lefc hypochon-
drium. Preffure on the other parts of the abdo-
men produced no pain; the belly was {welled, but
uniform ; a confiderable quantity of effufed mat-
ters were fituated towards the angle of the falfe
ribs of the left fide; the pulfe was fmall and
frequent. On the 48th day, there was perceived
a diftin& tumor, inftead of this effufion : in its cen-
ter there was a flight degree of fluGtuation, the reft
was hard and tenfe; the pain was conftant throughout
its whole mafs, and became pulfatory at intervalss
the fluCtuation began to extend, and f{welled more
and more; the integuments became ﬂightiy inflamed,
and grew thin towards the cartilages of the laft ribs,
where the tumor fccmed to point, -

Y4 % i :Wh'en
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: When the purging had fubfided, fome folid ah-,
‘ment was allowed, and from this time he began to
regain his ftrength, The 83d day of the difeafc
appeared the favourable moment for an operation to
procure the difcharge of the matters collected ih this
tumor. Mr. Defapit made an opening in the mid-
dle part, in the direCtion of the fibres of the external
oblique mufcle : the incifion'was two inches in length,
and afforded iffue to a great quantity of white well |
conditioned ' pus, mixed only with fome ftriated
bloed, A f{mall linen tent was introduced, one end
of which was left out of the wound, over which a
poultice was applied.” The patient, who fuffered
much before the operation, experienced at pre-
fent only a {marting fenfation, infeparable from a
recent wound. In the evening he was allowed fome
foup. - The next day the pulfe was freer and lefs
frequent, and three days after was perfectly natural.
The linen tent was fuppreﬁ'ed the next day, as the
1ips of the wound were fufficiently feparate to admit
the difcharge of the fluid. The orifice was only co- -
vered with a piece of fine linen pierced with fmall
holes, with the intention of permlttmg the difcharge
of the pus, and preventing at the fame time the ad-
n(nﬁion of the poultice. The cure of the abcefs pro-
~cecded as ufual, and the patient was difmiffed the.
hofpital 33 days after the incifion, and the 1135th
after the accident, in the full pofleflion of all his
funttions. There remained only a {mall fiftulous
opening, affording a very {mall ciifcharge, and which

ina few weeks perfe&ly healed, "'This man has fince
cn_]oyed

<
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enjoyed the {ame ftate of health as. before thc acci-
dent, : :

Cafe of 344 penetrating Wound with an Injury io the
Areh of the Colon,

[By the fame.}

N the gth of rJanuary, 1791, Charles Morel

was wounded by accident with the point of 3-

knife in the left hypochondrium: it paffed in ta
{fome degree of depth between the two laft ribs to-
wards their cartilages, when it was withdrawn by a
perfon witnefs to the accident. -The wound was
tran{verfe and ten lines in width, which was about the
width, of the inftrument. = A violent hemorrhage im-
mediately {ucceeded followed by vomiting, by which
he difcharged the dinner he had juft eaten. Two
hours afterwards, when he was brought into the Hotel
Dieu, a fmall quantity of thick black blood was dif>
charged from the wound of the odour of feces: he
experienced confiderable naufea, accompanied with
exceffive thirft. - The fituation of the wound, and the
. {mell of the fluid difcharged, gave rife to a fufpicion
that the arch of the colon was wounded ; a conjec-
ture, the truth of which was fully confirmed by the °
fubfequcnt;
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fubfequent fymptorms, A piece of linen, perforated
with fmall holes, was applied 1mmed1ate1y to the
farface of the wound, and over this a poqlttce co-
vering alfo the whole abdomen, The patient was
laid on the wounded fide to favour the difcharge, and
prevent if po{ﬁble any collection -in the abdominal
cavity, A rigid diet was enjoined, with the ufe of
the pectoral decoction, {weetened with fyrup of math-
mallows, - In the evening, the remainder of the ali-
ment in the ftomach was rejeted by vomiting : he
paffed a tolerable night, in the courfe of which a
greater quantity of blood, 1eta1mng a fecal {mell,
was difcharged than the . evening before. The next
day, the parts contiguous to the wound were ex-
‘tremely fenfible to the touch, the pulfe frequent, but
neither elevated or hard : he was bled in the morn-
ing, whichoperation; fromthe ftrength of the pulfe,was
repeated in theevening. The abdomen was now tenfe
and painful,and the edges of the wound began to tumi-
fy; the difcharge found on the poultice was more fluid
and fetid than before. The patient, who had had
no ftools fince the accident; in the courfe of the night
difcharged by the anus a confiderable quantity of
fluid mixed with coagula and excrements: thefe eva-
cuations appeared to afford him fome eafe; the belly
was lefs painful. The third day, although the fwel-
ling had increafed in the vicinity of the wound, the
fkin was hot, the pulfe raifed and frequent, and the
thirft violent: A {mall quantity of blood oozed from
the wound; and which ftill retained the fame odour.
A third bleeding produced no fenfible effe¢t. On
the



£ a3 )

the 4th day, the poultxce was tmged with a reddifh
fanies, of a very fetid fmell ; the pulfe natural, but
the pain in the head violent, As the patient had
not had any evacuatlon for 24 hours, it was judged
proper to throw up a clyfter :. notwithftanding it was
admxmf’cered with the greatef’c caution, and only half
the quantity ufed that is generally employed, {ome
of 1t was difcharged by the wound, This remedy
was, however, followed with three copious ftools,
compofed of thick black blood. From the ftate of
the pulfe it was deemed neceflary to repeat the .
bleeding in the evening : the painin the head fub-
fided, and the patient enjoyed three hours continued
fleep. The 6th, the pulfe was natural and the belly
foft; the edges of the wound, though red, were free
from pain, except under the circumftance of {trong
infpirition. A fecond enema was given this day,
with the fame precauuons as the firlt; a confiderable
part of it was again difcharged by the wound, and
was followed with ftools fimilar'to the preceding.
The wound now only furnithed a reddith fanies,
{fmall in quantity, retaining only a faint fecal {mell.
On the 7th, the enema that was thrown up again
pafied out of the wound, but the flatus, which before
had pafled through this aperture, now took another
rout. From this period the faces alone, unmixed
w1th blood, paffed through this aperture. A fmall
quantity of light folid aliment was now allowed.
The wound was kept dilated with a doffil of lint to
fav"our the difcharge, and to prevent it accumulatihg’
under its edges, A firm folid cicatrix now formed,
S9N and
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and the patient left the hofpital on the goth day after
his admiffion, without the leaft incénvenience re-
maining from the accident.

(

L2

Un Extrac? from Schmucker’s Chirurgical Works, tran/-
lated from the German by G. Reumont.

PER e L

A Luxation of the cervical Vertebre, cured by Mr. Sel-
lin, Army-Surgeon.

UXATIONS of the vertebrz, from the confe-
quent preflure on the f{pinal marrow, are at-
tended with peculiar danger, and are generally fatal,
unlefs immediately remedied. A foldier, belonging
to a regiment of cavalry, fell off his horfe backwardsi :
he remained on the {pot without fenfe or motion.
A furgeon was fent for; who, {eeing the head tum-
bling about in an extraordinary manner and in every
direction merely by its own weight, contented himfelf
with ordering it to be fupported by two of his com-
panions, whilft Mr. Sellin was fent for, who arrived
ten minutes afterwards. The face at this time was
extremely {welled, and prcfcnted thc idea of a perfon
ﬁr;nglcd
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ftrangled ;- the eyes projected from their orbits, the
eye-lids were-half clofed, the mouth gaping, the
tongue ithmoveable, the pulfe infenfible, and refpira-
tion fo flow that he made but one infpiration each
minute. Mr. Sellin examined the parts with as much
attention as the urgency of the occafion would permit;
he fatisfied himlelf that there was no fratture of the
proceflis odontoides, but that the vertebre of the
neck were luxated backwards, and that their bodies
compreffed the fpinal marrow. Mr. Sellin defired
one affiftant to raife the head by embracing it on the
inferior part with his two hands, whilft another -
puthed the trunk downwards. A feeble extenfion
was then made, which was gradually increafed.
When the furgeon thought that it had been kept up
for a fufficient time, he pufhed the luxated vertebra
into their proper fituation: by moving the head, he
found it firm in its fituation; the neck was rubbed
-with volatile fpirit, and the head kept raifed by
means of a bandage. The patient was made to fwal-
low a {mall quantity of laudanum. In about five
minutes he began to breath, his refpiration became
free, the pulfe ﬁronger, and he now opened his
mouth and eyes. A few more drops of laudanum
were now given; and the pulfe being freer, he was
bled to the quantity only of one ounce; he now be-
gan to fpeak, and fignified by his difcourfe that he
was completely ignorant of every circumftance that
had paffed : he was kept low, and a faponaceous
liniment applied to the part. This {oldier was able
to {tand upright at the end of three days, and at the
expuauon
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éxpiration of eight was eompietcly well and able to
return to the fervice.

CiA -8 10 1I. :

" A Luxation of the laft Dorfal on tbe ﬁ::ﬂ Lumbar f/er-
tebre.

{By Mr. RUDEGER, Surgeon to the ng of Pruf-
fia’s Body Guard. ] :

Moufquétaire in Prince Henry’s regiment re-
ceived a violent blow ‘on the back from a wall
which' fell in whilft he was employed in demolithing
it: his head got inclofed, or indeed fufpended between
two pieces of timber work. From this fituation he
was with difficulty difengaged; he was already de-
prived of fenfe, and breathed with extreme difficulty.
As foon as he recovered his recolleCtion, he com-
plained of violent pain in the breaft : he was taken
home; and on Mr. Rudegei’s examination it was
found that the Iaft dorfal vertebra was luxated on the
firft lumbar, and had pafled three fingers breadth
beyond its edges: this derangernent was fituated. to

the right and backwards. The patxcnt was put to
‘bed

& .
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bed and laid on his belly, and extenfion kept up by
means of affiffants. The furgeon was able, with
great difficulty, to reduce the bones, which were
agatn difplaced as foon as the extenfion was relin-
quifhed. - Mr. Rudiger defired four men to keep up
the extenfion for feveral hours, whilft an affitant re-
tained the vertebrz in their pofition by comprefing
them wigh his hands. To thefe means were fubfti-
tuted thick comprefles dipped in camphorated {pirit
and aq. vegeto, min. on which a fmall board, fup-
porting a weight of fifty pounds, was placed. A
febrifug_e potion was ordered to be taken every three
hours, an enema to be adminiftered, and the patient
to be bled. The next day the weight was taken off,
and thick graduated comprefes, dipped in the above
- mentioned 1iquor,‘ were applied to the part affeted;
thefe were retained by means of a tight bandage.
In the-evening, as the pain had not fubfided, and the
pulfe remained the fame, bleedmg was prefcribed to
the quantity of eight ounces.” The patient remained
extended on his belly for the fpace of a fortnight, -
with the fuperior part of his cheft raifed higher than
the pelvis, with the intention that the bodies of the :
vertebra fhould be brought into more exact appofi-
tion. Durmg this time the drefﬁngs were renewed
every two days, and the comprefles wet with the fame
liquor, On the third day, fome blood and purulent
matter was difcharged with the urine, and on the
fom;th only pus. As the pulfe ftill remained feverifh,
two drachms of ba.r];. dmded into four dofes, were
Qrdmd to bc tch;x cv,e{g day By the 20th day,
the
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thie patient was able to lay on his back, ‘and towards
the end of the 4th week the ligaments had acquired
fufficient firmnefs to retain the vertebra in their na-
tural fituation.  The patient was allowed to fit down
and to ufe fome flight degree of motion. Somé days
afterwards, the dreflings were left off, and the back
only rubbed with camphorated {pitit. At the end of
fix weeks his ftrength was {ufficiently eftablifhed for
him to exercife the trade of a mafon as before. This
cafe clearly proves that the {pinal marrow and nerves
will admit of violent diftenfion without producing a
fatal termination.

Cafe of a confiderable Empbyfema, confequent to a Wound
of the Pharynx. ;

[By Mr. MorkL, Surgeon to the Hoétel Dieu.] . :

N JACOBIN received a blow with the button
o of a fencing foil, which pafled obliquely up
the right noftril into the lateral and left part. of the
pharynx : it pafled in to fuch a depth, that his own
repeated efforts, joined to thofe of his opponent,
were {carcely fufficient to extra®t it. = On its extrac-
tion the pain immediately ceafed. From this he
conceived it of no moment, and continued to fﬂ;tc

' or
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for fome time, afterwards.  An hour aferwards he
perceived that - his neck fwelled rapidly, though un-
attended awith pain : he m{’cantly determined to go
to the Hotel Dieu. At this time a confiderable em-
phyfema occupied the whole neck but principally the
left fide. - The whole tumor was covered with a ,
poultice of rice meal boiled ‘in an emollient decoc-
tion, rendered refolutive by moiftening! it with
the aq. veg. min. The patient was kept to an anti-
phlogiftic regimen, with a relaxing ptifan acidulated
- with oxymel. = From the fulnefs of the pulfe, it was
thought proper to bleed him in the evening. The
pulfe remained the fame the next day, when the neck
was affeted with rather an acute pain; and in the
courfe of the night the emphyfema had increafed to
fuch a degree as to render refpiration and deglutition
extremely painful. From thefe fymptoms he was
‘again bled to the quantity of g or 10 ounces, which
however produced no fenfible advantage, the ufe of :
the poultice was now omitted, and fomentations with
oxycrat {ubftituted in its ftead. ~ On the 3d day, the
fame {ymptoms fubfifted : another bleeding did not
afford anyrelief. The next day he was the fame;
and independent of the {ymptoms mentioned, he had
obftruttions in the prima viz; from this circum-
ftance a grain of emetic tartar was added to his ordi- *
~mary drink, which produced a copious evacuation: -
from this moment the fymptoms rapidly diminifhed.
By the sth. day, the pain in the neck had nearly {ub-
fided, the emphyfematous fwelling confiderably lefs, .
and refplratlon and deglufition much ‘eafier: the
Vou.II, X foulels
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foulnefs of the tongue, and the ‘bifternefs in the
mouth, did not fubfide until the 6th day, when the
fame medicine was repeated. By the 7th, the em-
phyfema had almoft totally difappeared. * At this
time a hard tumor appeared on the left fide of the
neck: it was deep feated, and attended with pain,
and in the end terminated in an abcefs, Eight days
afterwards, the pus was difcharged by the mouth ;
the pain now totally ceafed, and the patient was

perfectly cured after a refidence of three weeks m
the hofpital. ' ; ;

Cafe of a Gun-fbot Wound in the Hand, complicated
with Luxation of the index and middle Finger.

[By Mr. BurpEN, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

ICOLAS Delaxze, 27 years of age, in charg-
; ing a canon was unfortunate enough to have

the cartridge take fire, which burft in his hand.
Stunned by the noife and by the powdcr, which had
burnt his eye-lathes, he did not perceive that his hand
was wounded until he had got to a houfe near where
- the accident happened.. The hemorrhage, which
Was confiderable, was {topped, and the patient taken

to the hofpital of St. Louxs. The wound:. of th;
‘ ‘ han
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‘handextended from the fuperiorpart of the os pififorme
to the outfide of the firft phalange of the thumb,
and defcribed a curve, whofe convexity was turned
towards that intervening {pace which feparates the
thunib from the index finger. - From the middle part
of this divifion there was another wound, which termi-
nated in the {pace fituated between the ring and the
middle_finger. =By feparating the edges of this
wound the pa.lmar aponeurofis might be feen, as well
as the torn ends of the flexor tendons of the indicator
" and medius mufcles ; the ligaments which unite the
fingers to the fecond and third bone of the meta-
carpus were broke, the capfular ligaments opened,
and expofed the heads of the fame bones, which pro-
je@ted above an inch before the firft phalanges of the
ﬁngers with which they were luxated. The furgeon
in waiting at the hofpital, after he had perfectly
cleaned the wound, proceeded to the reduction of the
luxated fingers in the following manner: he began
with the middle finger, which he embraced with one
hand ; ‘and whilft an affiftant kept up a counter-ex-
tenfion on the inferior part of the fore-arm, he pre-
ferved the extenfion on the finger in drawing it, firfk
according to the dire&tion in which it was then fitua-
ted, then conducting it forwards, whilft he formed a
fupport with the thumb againft the fecond head of
the metacar -pal bone; the reduction was effeted
without pain; the redutjon of the index finger was
complcted in the {fame manner; the wound was
 drefled with dry lint, retained on by comprefles and a
: bzmdage drawn moderately tight. In the courfe of
) © KXo : the
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the night there was a flight hemorrhaige, which was
ftopped by renewing the application of the lint, and
by drawing the bandage fomewhat tighter. The
next day the lint was not even tinged with bload.
‘The whole hand was covered with an emollient poul-
tice, which was rendered ﬂightly refolutive by
{prinkling it with aromatic wine ; the ftate of the
pulfe determined the furgeon to bleed him twice in
the courfe of the day, and to reftriét him to a fevere
diet. The 4th day, the pains became more acute,
the fivelling increafed, and the wound at this time
had begun to fuppurate ; the poultices were ftill kept
" moift with the aromatic wine. From the 4th to the
8th day the {uppuration became abundant, but fani-
ous and fetid; rotten pieces of cellular fubftance
were detached from the wound, under which red
granulatlons were remarked. On the 15th day, “the
pains had confiderably diminifthed, the dlfcharge of
the pus was lefs, but lmproved in quality; it was,
however, ftill fetid, and by prefure it appeared as if
difcharged from finufles that communicated with an
‘abcefs fituated under the palm of the hand. Three
weeks after the accident, a crepitus might be heard on
moving the firft phalange of the index finger on the
head of the fecond bone of the metacarpus; thiscrepitus
was attributed to the articular {urfaces being denuded.
This remark did not caufe any alteration in the man-
ner of drefling. At this period, the fwelling had
nearly entirely diffipated, the fuppuration lefs abun-
dant, and cicatrization far advanced. At the end of

50 days of this wound, there remained only a fiftu-
lous
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lous opening fitvated between the thumb and index
finger: ,this_ﬁ;xus difcharged a fmall quantity of very
fluid and fanious pus. On the %8th day, as the
fittula remained it the fame fituation, it was judged
eéxpedient to enlarge it by the introdu&ion of fome
minium; the efchar floughed off two days afterwards,
ahd expofed a portion of moveable bone; it was ex-
tracted with a pair of forceps without any difficulty.
This fequeftered piece of bone appeared like half the
head of the fecond bone of the metacarpus. Four
days after its extration the fiftula was perfectly cured,
and when the patient left the hofpital there remained
no veftige of this complicated wound, except.a little
rigidity in the joints of thofe fingers that had been
luxated, which will fubfide by exercife.

e X3 . Fife
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Fifile in dno treated by Ligature.
S A

Of a complete Fifiula of a fmall Depth, where t_l); In-
teftine was not expofed..

‘[By Mr. BouiLLaup, Surgeon to the Hétel Dieu. ]
RUDENCE Huguet, 32 years of age, had an
abcefs formed about the verge of the anus fub-
fequent'to a laborious labour : it was opened by in=
cifion at the Hétel Dieu, and emollient cataplafms
applied to the part ; the inteftine was not denuded,
the hardnefs and pain {oon difappeared, and the fup-"
puration diminithed to fuch a degree that the patient
believed herfelf cured, and left the hofpital in oppofi-
tion to Mr. Default’s advice. Six months afterwards
fhe was admitted for a complete fiftula, the external
opening of which was fituated in front and to the
right, one inch and a half from the margin of the
anus; at the part where the fkin had been incifed, the
internal opening was an inch up the re¢tum. The
inteftine was not denuded even at this period, but in-
durations were felt, which occupied the half of its
circumference and extended on the buttocks the whole
length of the fiftula, and much beyond its external
opening; the fever and pain at the part {ubfided by
the obfervance of an antiphlogiftic regimen and by
: . " the
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“he ufe of thé poultice, which tended aH'o to increafe

the fuppﬁratmﬁ Thefe indurations were nearly all
refolved at the fame time; for by the 8th day they
only extended fome lines along the courfe of the
fiftula. This moment -appeared favourable for the
‘operation, Wthh was done the fame day in the foi-
lowing manner : :

The patient being lald on the fime fide as the fil-
tula, tle left thigh flightly bent, and the buttocks
feparated by an affiftant, the furgeon pafled the index
finger of his lefc hand up the reGtum, and with his
right hand gntroducg:d the probe (plate 4, fig. 2) into
the extetnal orifice of the fiftula, pufhing it gently
forward through the internal orifice fituated in the
gut, prefling it againft the finger of his left hand:
he then paffed the canula (fig. 3) on the probe, and
by means of the finger in the reftum was enabled to
conduét the extremities both of one and the other
outwards by the anus; an operation attended with
little pain, from the courfe of the fiftulz, and from
the nature of the ‘openings; the furgeon then with-
drew the probe, and fubftituted in its room a leaden
thread; he afterwards retraced the canula, leaving the

 Jead to remain in the fiftula ; he then approached the
~_ends of the lead and introduced them into the canula,
(ﬁg 9 ), which he pufhed as high as the cxternal

: Upenmg of ‘the fiftula; he then folded the ends of
- the leaden thread, each on its diftin& fide in the
fiflures » (fig- 10) of the canula; then ctt them off
‘at the length of one line and a half: the contiguous
Paxts were guarded by doffils of lint, This ligature
}& 4 produced
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produced no_pain, nor even prevented the patient
from walkmg No adherence to any .particular regi-
men was obferved, nor any other dreffing attended to
but changing the lint when moiftened by the {fuppu-
ration, &c. The third day the ligature was loofened :
it was again tightened in the fame manner every three
or four days, until the 21ft day, when the parts in-
cluded by the leaden thread were found completely
divided: a {mall fiffure only remained, which was
kept open for three days by the introducion of lint
to prevent the edges uniting before it healed from the
bottom. The woman left the hofpital perfedtly cured
five days after the falling off of the ligature.

C . A.& 31

Of a complete Fiftula of a greater Deptb tlum the pre-
ceding.

[By J.B. J. Bourrr, Surgeon to the Hotel Di‘_eu'.], ,

‘ AWOM AN of the name of Froment, 43 years
of age, came to the Hétel Dieu on the 4th of
December, 1789, for a fiftula which fhe had had for
fix years, and was confequent to an abcefs occafioned
by a violent contufion, The external orifice very
: i fmall
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{mall, was fituated on the right buttock a little back+
: wards, and one inch from the margin of the anus;
the internal orifice, which was larger, was fituated
two inches and a half up the re®tum; the inteftine ]
was denuded throughout its whole extent, and the
fiftula furrounded with indurations; the integuments
were undifeafed; the difcharge of pus was greater
from the internal than the external opening. Some
hours before the operation the retum was emptied
by an enema. The patient was placed in the fame
pofition as the fubje& of the preceding cafe, and the
probe introduced in the fame manner; but as the
internal opening was fituated too high upward for the
canula to be brought outwards without producing
violent pain, a different manner was adopted than in
the laft mentioned cafe. After the probe was pafed
up the cavity in the inteftine, the furgeon withdrew
his finger to introduce in its room the nippers (fig. 5)
fmeared with cerate; he paffed them fhut for fear of
wounding the re¢tum by the projecting portion a,
which forms the branch ¢ & when the inftrument is
open; he then allowed the branches to feparate by
leaving them to the a&ion of the fpring 7. The
probe was then pufhed into the crevice f g, formed
by the feparation of the branches, and paffed as far -
as the cul de fac, f; an affiftant then introduced the
canula, the edges of which, guided by the probe, got
- fituated by the fides of the crevice. The probe, in-
tended only as a guide to the canula, became then
ufelefs; the affiftant withdrew it to pafs in its ftead
the iea.den thread in the canula, which the furgeon
took
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took care to hold perpendiculat to the wide part of
the forceps, thatit might more eafily et engaged i
the crevice, and not be ftopped by one of its fi des.
As the leaden thread was only three lines longer than
the canula, it was eafily perceived by what remrained
on the outfide, that it had paffed into the crevice;
but however, to afcertain this more perfe@ly, the
affiftant drew that part which remained outwards
with a flight degree of force, while the furgebdn clofed
the nippers; the refiftance evidently proved that the
lead was pinched: then after puthing up the forceps
fome lines to prevent the lead from lacerating tire
intefline by twilting itfelf on the edge ‘of the fiftulous
opening, they were withdrawn; the canula was alfo
withdrawn by the external orifice of the fiftula. "One
of the ends of the leaden thread was alfo brought out
of the anus by the forceps, and the other remained
depending from the external orifice, - thus inclofing
“completely the whole of the fiftula. The ends were
brought parallel to each other, and fixed in the canula
in the fame manner as in Cafe I.

Although this fiftula was confiderably deeper than
the preceding, the cure was alfo quick : the hgature
fell off the 25th day; and in this cafe,’ as well as in
the firft patient, there remained a little fiffure, which
took up 10 days in cicatrizing, becaufe the furgcon’s
affiftant, who was dire&ed to drefs him, ncgle&ed to
introduce lint between the edges, which adhered to- -
gether before the bottom had healed; it was of courfe
neceffary to deftroy this premature adheﬁon w'pte'-
vent the formation of another fiftula. = P
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i An Enternal Fiﬂuld '@itib" the Inteftine denuded.

By Mr. M. GuiLLIER, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu. ]
BLADINIER, 30 years of age, came to the
o Hotel Dicu on the 17th January, 1991, fora
fittula fubfequent to an abcefs that had beén opened
fix months before with thelapis infernalis. The open-
ing from this fiftula was in the left buttock, two fin-
gers breadth from the rrjairgin of the anus; there were .
feveral finuffes; one of them paflfed towards the in-
teftine, which was denuded and thinned to the depth
of two inches; another of lefs extent was in the di-
te@ion of the coccyx, and the fkin of which was thin -
.and nearly diforganized. The inteftine was not
pierced as in the preceding cafe, and from this’ cir-
cumftance the manner of procceding was different ;
the finger was paﬁ'ed up the anus, and the canula
paffed, by the affiftance of the probe, up the fiftulous
orifice as high ‘as the inteftine was denuded; an
aﬁiﬂ:amt then paffed the trocar into ‘this canula( jig 4),
when the furgeon pufhed it througﬁ,’: and perforated
the inteftine. Dunng this time the coats of the de-
‘auded inteftine were fupported by the extremity of
the - ﬁngcr, xmmedlatéiy below the part about to be
Plerced, and by this’ ‘means the oppofite fide of the
gut
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gut was prevented from being injured, which othef-
wife might have occurred; the inftrument was then
withdrawn and the canula left in the place, and the
operation finifhed in the fame manner as in the pre-
ceding cafe. The fkin was excifed that covered the
whole extent of the finus that was directed back-
wards: the wound refulting from this operation,
though {mall in extent, was nhot cicatrized until the
3gth day, ten days after the falling off of the liga-
ture and the cure of the fiftula.

oigt Ukt ey

A complete deep Fiftula with the Intefiine denuded above.
the internal Orifice.

~ [By M. Bourer.]

OUIS Lecoq, 28 years of age, and of a robuft
habit, had an extenfive abcefs on the right fide

of the margin of #he anus, which emptied itflf into
the inteftine. This happened towards the end of the
year 1789.  Some months afterwards a new abcefs
formed on the buttock, one inch and a half from the
margin of the anus, and whxch sendered the fiftula

| complete.
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'gomplete, T his man, who fuﬁ'ered little from this
inconvenience, negle@ed it until the 2d of January,
1791, when he was admitted into the Hotel Dieu.
At this period the inteftine was denuded at leaft
three inches above the margin of the anus, one inch
higher than the internal orifice of the fiftula; the fif-
tula was {furrounded with indurations, which extended
even on the buttock, three inches above the ek_temal
orifice, without the fkin being affected that covered
the part.-. This laft circumftance, conjoined to the
~ depth ofthe fiftula, was one reafon for preferring the
ligature to every other {pecies of operation; but it
was not {ufficient to pafs the leaden thread through
the fiftulous openings then exifting, There was no
reafon to hope that the inteftine, denuded confidera-
bly above the internal orifice, would adhere to the
contiguous parts. To accomplith the cure of this
fittula, it was then certainly neceffary to embrace the
whole difeafed portion of the re¢tum in the ligature 5
in confequence the inteftine was pierced at the higheft
part where it was denuded by means of the canula
and trocar, as defcribed in the external fiftula, Cafe
III. Inthe pféfcnt cafe, though the trocar was well
pointed, it penetrated with difficulty, becaufe the ex-
tremity of the finger pafled up the reGtum could not
reach the inteftine f{ufficiently near to keep it well
fixed fo as to be pierced with the point of the inftru-
| ment. As foon as this perforation was effected, no
other circumftance occurred in the fequel worthy of
remark : the leaden thread was paffed, laid hold of
; mth the forceps, and drawn out of the anus, with the
: fame
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fame eafe and in the fame manner as m th¢ ppeceémg
cafes, Cafe ILand III. - =

Lecoq did not keep his bed. durmg thcu treatment,
not even the day of the operation. He experienced
only a flight and momentary pain during the time of
tightening the ligature.  Many indurations on the
fide of the buttock remained even twenty three days
after the operation; they fubfided gradualy by the
procefs of fuppuration. The ligature gently ulcerated
through thofe parts which it comprehended; and al-
though, as ufual, it was tightened every three or four
days, the feCtion was not complete until the 63d day. .
This man left the hofpital perfectly cured on the
18th of March, 1791, fixty-nine days affer the opera-
tion.

0 ik S Y

A complicated Fiftula, extending co;g/iderably_ arbo'veflve-
Reach of the Finger. :

ILBERT Sagette, 40 years of age, was af-

flicted for 1o years with a fiftula in ano, origi-

nally fubfequent to a critical abcefs. ~This patient

had conftantly neglected his complaint, though from
time to time new abcefles were forming. - Twolarge

: * tumors
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tamors - made thetr appeamncg about July, 990,
fituated at the margin of the anus; he was admitted
for this complaint, which prevented him from walk-
,ing, into one of the hofpitalsat Paris,  The inteftine
;wa_s‘. treated by incifion, and ,thei&iforgfanized kin
excifed ; new finufles formed under the fkin, render-
ing another operation neceffary, as ufelefs as the firft,
Three months after this treatment, the fiftula ftill ex«
‘yfed, The cafe was now efteemed as incurable, and
the patient difmiffed. This determined him to ap-
ply to the Hotel Dieu, where he was admitted on the
3d of November, 1790, At this period there was 2
confiderable finus fituated on each buttock; the in-
teguments that covered them were fora great extent,
thin and diforganized. One of the finuffes commus-
nicated with an open fiftula fituated on the right but-
tock, one -inch and a half from the margin of the
. anus, and towards its pofterior part: this fiftula
penetrated into the inteftine, which was denuded for
~ half of its circumference and for more than four inches
up. Indutations and confiderable callofities were re-
‘marked in the reGum and round the anus, _wluch
diminithed by the application of poultices, whlch
were continued until the moment of the operation,
-which was performed on the gth day after his admif-
tfion. iThe patient being laid on his right fide,~and
difpofed as in the preceding cafes, the furgeon incifed
the finus fituated on the right fide on a hollow found,
asnear as poffible to the margin of the anus: he laid
‘hold of the diforganized fkin with his ﬁngers, and cut
‘It off with one fingle firoke of the biftoury, The
T , . {ame
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fame opcra.non was pgrformed for the f nus fituated on
the oppofite ﬁde. He then paﬂ‘ed up the fiftula

“as high as it was denuded the probe, th@n the ca-
nula, and in this the point of the trocar; but the in-.
teitine could not be pierced without forming 4 fup-
port by means of the wooden gorget (fig. 1) inftead
of fixing it with the finger, which might have been
done if the fiftula had been lefs deep. The ligature
was made, asin the preceding cafes, with' a leaden
thread, 11 inches in length. « The wounds refulting
from the excifions were filled with dry lint, covered
with comprefles, and fuftained by a triangular ban-
dage. Suppuration foon took place. The ligature
fell off on the 42d day, and left a fiffure one inch in
depth, which it was neceflary to drefs for 24 days
more, to prevent the premature adhefion of its edges.
Cicatrization was not completed until the goth day,
when the patient left the hofpital perfe@ly cured with-

out experiencing the flighteft inconvenience from his
complaint,

CASE
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REFLECTIONS. §

We fhall not enter into the hiftory of the‘treat-
‘ment of the fiftula in ano, nor do we propofe an ex-
clufive mode of cure. Every able pra&itioner knows,
that although the ligature will fucceed in a number
of cafes, there are alfo particular circumftances which
indicate the ufe of the inftrument with the cutting
edge. To explain-clearly the aftion of our inftru-
ments, we have entered i1nto a very minute detail,
‘We fthall juft take a cufiory view of the principal
means hitherto employed for the cure of fiftule in
ano, by which means the reader will be enabled to
Jjudge which 1s entitled to the preference. The ap-
plication of the ligature was in ufe at the time of
Hippocrates, who defcribes the operation with his
ufual é.ccuracy: his plan, in fome particulars, is
preferable to any fince employed; he ufed five very
fine flax threads twifted together on horfe hairy this
ligature was then paffed up the fiftula by means of a
tin probe, with an eye at its extremity; the probe
was then puthed up the gut as high as the index fin-
ger, which was pafled up the reftum; the probe was
then bent by means of this finger, and the end of the
ligature difengaged and brought out of the anus;*

* Ubi vero fpecillum contigerit digitum, inflexa fumma
fpecuh parte, initium & ini, quod eft in fpecillo, per digitum
adducito: & fpecillum quidem rurfus extrahito. Lib. de Fif-
tulis, tom. iv, de Ia Colle&tion d’Haller. - /

: : S the
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the probe was then witﬁdrawn, the ends of the liga=
ture fecurcd by a knot, and tightened- every day until
the parts were completely divided; if the thread was
rotten before the fection was completed, a new liga-
ture was pafled ’by_means of the horfe hair, which was |
difpofed exprefsly for this purpofe, and not, as {fome
‘authors fuppofe, to accelerate the feftion. Celfus
d_efcri’bes a fpecies of ligature, but not the fame with
‘that of Hippocrates; it is only a ligature on the fkin
which covered the fiftulous orifice near the anus: he
employed only the fealpel when the fiftula was di-
rected towards the inteftine. This author dire&ts an
eye probe to be armed wih a double or triple thread
- and pafled to the bottom of the fiftula; the fkin co-
vering the point of the probe is to be incifed; the
_probe then drawn through the new made opening. It
is clear that he does not mean a fiftula interefting the
inteftine; there is even fome ground to fuppofe that
“Celfus rejected every fpecies of operation when the
fitula was complete, at leaft when the internal orifice
was fituated a certain degree of depth in the rectum,
for in thefe cafes he only ordered topical remedies.

It is, however, the operation of Celfus, that moft au-
thors have taken for their model in the ligature of
fitulz communicating with the reGtum, whether
complete, or, bounded by the coats of the rec-
tum, deprived at this part of its cellular texture.
In the firft cafe, they introduced a probe in the man-

~ ner ofa feton up the external opening, penetrated
the re®tum and withdrew it outwards by means of -
the ﬁnger. The probe was generally made of filver ;
Y 4 fome
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fome practitioners prefered lead from its greater de-
gree of flexibility. When the fiftula did not penetrate
into the rectum, the thin coats of this intefline were
prefled with confiderable force by the probe; this
was neceflarily attended with extreme pain, for
which reafons thefe probes have fince been made
blunt; fome practitioners have fharpened the poing
by giving it a cutting edge, but it was fubject to the
inconvenience of wounding the neighbouring parts;
to obviate this difficulty, Fabricius ab Aquapendente
propofed to fix a {mall ball of wax on the end of the
inftrument.  Paré {uggefted an inflrument much
more convenient and certiin in its effet; this is a
canula, which is to be carried againft the inteftiney
which is to be pierced by 3 needle (whofe point was
in the form of a lancet) introduced up the canula;
the needle and canula were then withdrawn, and the
leaden probe paffed, as in the complete fiftula. By
this procedure the f{urgeon incurred no rifque of

’ wounding his ﬁngér, which might eafily have {hap~
pened by retracting and bending a pointed inftrument
in the cavity of the reGtum; but on the other hand
we are to confider, that after the canula is withdrawn
{ome difficulty may occur in finding the new made.
opening, particularly if the coats of the inteftine are
denuded to any great extent. The introdu@ion of
the canula itfelf, from the extent of its furface, muft
neceffarily be difficult, unlefs it is paffed upon the
probe, which Paré does not.mention.

Such are the inftruments that have been fuggefted
for paffing the ligature, to which may be added the
: £y = fre
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~ bec @ corbin with which Girault brought the extre-
mity of the probe out of the anus, and the inftrument
contrived by Foubert to carry a metalic thread in
the fiftulous finus. It is unneceflary to remark how
difficult it is to condut' the probe through the rec-
‘tum when the fiftula was a little high up, and the
pain neceflarily attendant on bending a metallic in-
ftrument on the edge of the fiftulous opening, even
if it was made of tin, as fome authors have propofed;
there is danger alfo of injuring the coats of the intef-
‘tine. With refpeét to the compofition of the ligature,
{everal flax or hempen threads were twifted together,
or mixed with horfe hair, iccording to Paré’s man-
n,er} fome praftitioners prefer filk, as being lefs fub- -
je& to rot. Almoft all authors recommend this
ligature to be fecured by a knot, in the {ame way as
mentioned by Hippocrates. Fabricius Aquapen-
dente rolled it ona {mall cylinder of wood. Riolan
fuggefted akind of axle-tree, very complicated in its
conflrution; and Girault his fiftular inftrument,
which was nothing more than a ring, on which the
ends of the ligature were fecured by a knot; this was
inclofed in a cafe, with a hole at one of the ends for
the paffage of the ligature.* Foubert employed lead
drawn to a fine thread, united their ends, and twifted
them together; this kind of ligature has the advan-
tage of producing lefs pain, butis apt to break and
is fubjec to other inconveniences. From the plan
adopted in the Hotel Dieu, the pain is fpared, which

* Voyez la Chir. Franc, de Dalechamps, - Paris, 1610, )
: 15
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isinfeparable to the other methods; it is befides a
much eafier operation : the ligature may be laid hold
of, even when fituated very high up, with the nip-
pers, without any danger of wounding the ‘re¢tum,
confequently fiftule may be cured by this method
fitvated higher than the reach of the finger, which
until now have been viewed by pratitioners as incu-
rable.®* Tt is unneceflary to infift on the advantages
derived from the canula : it enables us to introduce
and direct the leaden thread, and to pierce the intef-
tine with fafety and certainty by means of the trocar, -
We thould remark, that by tightening the ligature
with the {mall canula, on which the ends of the leaden
probe are bent, the acute pain neceffarily incident to
twifting is prevented; the lead by this means is not
fubje to be firetched or broken; it can be alfo
tightened at will and to any determinate degree, and.
there is never a neceffity to finith the {eGion by the
biftoury. 1 '

We fhall finifh this article by this important re-
mark, that the treatment of fiftule in ano by liga-
ture, practifed in the manner we have direfted, does
not laft longer than by incifion, but is frequently
of fhorter duration; and that during the time occu-
pied in the cure, the patient is not obliged to keep
his bed, nor is expofed to fuch an abundant {fuppura-
tionas when it is performed by incifion. ‘

* Voye Bertrandi Traite d"Operations Acrell Chirurgifche
Vorfalle apud Richter Chir, Bib. tom. iv. p- 467, Bell’s Syf-
tem of Surgery, vol, i, chy 20, p. 305. 5

- Cofe
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. : A

Caj& 'af a*Gun-fhot Wouml with a Fradure of the I:ft
Femur.

N the 28th of February, 1791, Louis Waymet,

one of the national Genfdarmes, received a thot

from a gun on the fuperior part and on the outfide of
the thigh. At the time he was wounded he was on
horfe back on his way to join-his regiment. The ball
pafled through both thighs, and fraftured the left.
To avoid the fury of the populace, he gallopped off
to the diftance of above «Wo hundred paces from the
place where he reccived the wound. - At this place
he was ftopped and pulled off his horfe by a butcher,
who conveyed him without any precaution to a neigh-
bouring houfe, where he remained from noon until 11
o’clock in the evening; at this time he was fent to the
Hétel Dien. Notwithftanding theapplication of reten-
tive means, the frattured thigh was more than four
inches thorter; the inferior fragment, thrownoutwards,
formed a confiderable projefion ; a round aperture
was remarked, fituated four fingers breadth below
the trochanter major; this was occafioned by the en-
trance of the ball, which, after fratturing the femur,
and traverfing the thigh, had paffed out at its fupe-
rior and internal part near the origin of the fcrotum,
which it had divided without injuring the tefticles ;
from thence it had penetrated the right thigh, towards
the fuperior attachment of the firft of the adductors,
~mvetﬁng it in part, and pafling before the femur
w 1thouf
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without fraGturing it, and makmg its cxxt two ﬁngers‘
breadth below the trochanter major. et

The patient expenenced the moft excruciating
pain, particularly in the fractured thigh, which was
already confiderably fwelled. After conveniently
arranging the bed and dreflings, the trunk was fixed
by affiftants, and a counter extenfionkept upon the pel-
vis and under the axilla, whilft a confiderable extenfion
was made on tle foot by a ftrong affiftant.  Mr, De-
fault then occupied himfelf in the reduction, by pufh-
ing the inferior fragment inwards, and condutting
outwards the {uperior fragment; this reduétion was
not attended with much Eﬁﬁculty : the furgeon then
attempted to examine the courfe of the ball by means
of a probe, with the intention of paffing a feton, but
the direction of the wound was fo altered by the fivel-
ling and other circumftances that all endeavours to
pafs it proved ineffeual; it was not clecmed eli-
gible practice to enlarge the wound at the entrance
orat the exit of the ball.*

Dry lint and a bandage were only applied to thefe
parts, and kept conftantly moift with the aq.
- veg. min. To maintain the limb in a ftate of con-
ftant extenfion, recourfe was had to the counter ex-
tenfion on the cheft, kept up by means of a body-
Bandage, and bands fixed to the head of the bed.
The waunds of the fuperior and internal part of the
thigh, rendered every means of keeping up a counter

® The general pradice of incifions in cafes of this nature

has been relmqmihcd in the Hotel Dieu from expenence of its ,
ill fuccefs,

o = : - extenfion
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extenfion on the inferior part of the body impractica-
ble. The furgeon eafily fucceeded in pafling a feton in

the coarfe of the ballintherightthigh : the parts where
it eritered and pafled out were drefled in the fame man-
ner as the other.  'When the wounds were drefled,

and the fracture reduced, the pain fubfided ; he pafled

the reft of the night eafily, and flept for fome hours.
The next day, from the flate of the pulfe, hewas bled

twice, ard kept on a rigid diet. . A ptifan was qr-
dered of the decocion of dog’s tooth, with one ounce

and a half of oxymel to each pint. The lint and
comprefles which covered the wounds were tinged

with blood; thefe were reBaoved, and renewed in the

evening. The night was calm. The third day there
was little fever; the comprefles were tinged with a
‘bloody fluid, which fromits {mell announced a {peedy
fuppuration. It was eftablifhed by the sth; the fame

drefling and regimen were perfevered in. By the 6th,

an abcefs appeared to have been formed at the frac-

tured thigh, below where the ball had entered and

fituated between. the trochanter major and the fupe-

rior fpinous procefs of the ilium. The dreffings for
the frature were now re-applied without producing”

either pain or fatigue. On the 8th, {fuppuration was

abundant, and feemed to come from the abcefs,

which was opened by an incifion of about two inches

in llength, with a view to facilitate its difcharges; a

very confiderable quantity of bloody, purulent mat-

ter iffued from the orifice; the edges were kept fepa-

rate by lint. . On the oth, fome fpoonfuls of rice
cream were. allowed, and the quantity encreafed ;
: the
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the following days his fufferings were trifling, and his
ftrength evidently increafed, notwithftanding the
difcharge was abundant. On the 14th, the difcharge
fmelled like rotten cheefe; this peculiarity led to no
alteration either in the dreffing or regimen. - The
wounds were in 2 good ftate, although not erlarged
by ‘incifion. On the 21ft, the patient complained
confiderably of the fractured thigh: this circumftance
was foon explained : he had been imprudent enough
to detach the body-bandage paffed round the thorax,
and which ferved to keep up a counter extenfion;
the trunk, being no longer fuftained by the bandagc,
flided down towards the féat of the bed, and caufed
the ends of the fractured portions to ride over each
other. The redu&ion of the fracture, and the appli-

cation of the dreffings, caufed the pains to {ubfide;
he flept the whole night.

On the 26th, the fuppuration began to diminifh:
he experienced at this time wandering pain; with a
fenfe of cold at different parts of his body." This cir-
cumftance feemed to arife from an alteration in the
weather, which had fuddenly chancred from dry and
cold to wet and foggy; ‘the wmdows near his bed had
been alfo imprudently left open by fome of the pa-
tients. The tranfpiration was recalled by the appli-
cation of warm fheets, when -thefe fymptoms difap-
peared. The next day the fuppuratlon was as abun-
dant as before. On the 32d, he feemed progreflively
toimprove : his ftrength was as great as poffibly could
be expetted after fuch a ferious accident. No regi-

men was obferved; on the conwrary, he was indulged
with

<
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-with every thmg he withed. On the 33d, hé com-
plained of a fenfe of numbnefs in hlS knee on that
fide where the thigh was frattured; as this fubfided
during the drefling, it was probably only owing to
the conftrained pofition ‘of thelimb. On the 34th,
the thlgh of the fame fide increafed in fize and be-
came painful, without any apparent {ymptom of
inflammation. On the 3sth, the pain had diminithed
in the thigh, but had increafed in the knee to fuch a
degree as to deprivg him of his reft and fleep. On
the 36th, Mr. Default, apprehenfive that thefe {ymp-
toms were occafioned by the retention of pus in the
courfe of the ball, enlarged the opening of the wound
from above downward; & fmall quantity of pus,
mixed with blood, was difcharged in confequence of
thefe incifions. - The next day the fuppuration was
more abundant, but it came from the orifice of the
abcefs, and not from the wound that had been en=
larged the preceding evening: the pains in the thigh
and knee however difappeared, and the patient flept
feveral hours the following night. On the 37th, a
{mall tumor appeared on the anterior and inferior part
of the outfide of the thigh; on pafling the hand over
it, and prefling it lightly, a kind of gugg lmg noife
was heard, fimilar to what is afforded by agitating
water ina bottle. An abcefls was fuppofed to have
been formed at this part; a conjeture fiill farther
fupported by the fluCtuation that appeared on prefling
the tumor. alternately with the fingers; it appeared
to be fituated under the fkin and the fafcia lata; but
the dmﬁon of thefe parts, aﬂ'ordmg no- difcharge, -
: : induced
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~induced the furgeon to profecute his incifion as low
down as the femur ; ftill no matter was found. A
{mall quantity of lint was introduced betwecn the
lips of the wound, and the dreffing continued the
fame. -+ The noife heard on the firft examination pro-
bably arofe from an emphyfematous affeftion, more
fenfible to the ear than to the eye or to the touch.
From the 37th to the 4oth, nothing material occurred.
In the night of the 45th, the patient f{uffered from
his frattured thigh, In the morning the difcharge
was found more abundant. The thigh was obferved
to have fhortened more thanan inch : this arofe from
the relaxation of the bards contrived to keep up a
permanent extenfion, which produced a difplacement
of the bony portions. By a new reduction, and a
more exact application of the dreflings, this defet
was removed. On the 4gth day, by preflure with
the hand on the inferior part of the thigh, the fame
guggling noife was heard as occurred before; this
fymptom was now difregarded. The fame day the
ufe of the feton was fupprefied, which had been
paffed in the right thigh, and which had been renewed
every drefling.  The wound in the thigh was nearly
entirely cicatrized, and the fuppuration diminifhed.
A fingle thread was paffed in the room of a feton,
that this Jaft mxght the more eafily be applied in cafe
of neceflity; this thread was withdrawn fix days after-
wards, and the next day the cicatrix appeared com-
plete. The wound in the fcrotum was at this time
perfe&ly cured. The abcefs which had been opened
1a the fraGtured thigh a few days after the accident,
furnithed
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furnifhed conftantly a confiderable difcharge ; how-
.ever, this openﬁig,‘not’withﬂzanding the introdu&ion
of {mall picces of fine lint, daily contratted ; from
negleé’t of regimen, and intemperance on the part of
the patient the fuppuration was often abundant,
and the pus fitid; this was remedied by attention to
diet. i :

On the g4th day, “a fiew abcefs formed on the an-
terior and'inferior pait of the left thigh, a lictle lower
and more outward than the part where the guggling

“had been heard ; it was opened, and a confiderable
quantity of well conditioned pus difcharged. * Six
days after this operation, there was fcarcely any dif-
charge from the laft abceefs, but it became moreabun-
dant in that which was fituated towards the chrifta of
the ilium, where it had diminithed for {fome preceding
days. On the 60oth day of the difeafe another abcefs
began to form on the outfide of the ham, and on the
63d it broke, and difcharged a quantity of pus ; from
this time the difcharge from the other wound was
much lefs; .no lint was introduced as in the opening "
of the firft abcefs. The callus of the fracture
gradually grew firmer. Until chis time the body-
bandage was worn to keep up the counter extenfion ;
but as the wounds at the fcrotum and at the inferior
part of the thigh were now well, they permitted this
counter extenfion to be kept up- from the lower part
of the body by means of a bandage placed under the
thigh, (termed bande en Jous cuiffe), with the addition
of a fplint on the outfide, asdefcribed in the firft vo-

lume of the Journal. By this method the patient
Vor. Il : Z found
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found himfelf eafier, and the limb fixed more firmly.
All the parts were cicatrized by the 88th day, when
an eryfipelatous affection appeared on the leg and
foot ; it difappeared in four days by the ufe of eme-
tic drinks, affifted by diet.  On the 83d day, a purg-
ing took place; a drachm of diafcordium was given
every day for feven days, with the addition of decoc-
tion of rice and {yrup of quinces. Fifteen grains of
ipécacuanha were prefcribed, - which procured an
abundant evacuation of faces; by the ufe of this,
and a decoction of bark and gum arabic the
purging ceafed. The patient was {o extremely weak,
that his life was thoughtto be tn danger: particular
attention was of courfe paid to fupport him. = The
callus however grew firmer, and by the 103d day
had attained fuch a degree, that dreflings were thought
unneceffary; but the following night, as they were
raifing him on the bed pan, and moving the fractured
thigh without any precaution, he felt an acute pain
at the part where the callus was fituated. This pain,
not fubfiding by reft, rendered the re-application of
the dreffings for the fracture neceflary, which was
done the next day : he was greatly eafed by their ap-
plication, although the ‘pain was not completely re-
moved. On the 115th, as the thigh feemed dif-
pofed to incurvate outwards, two {mall wooden {plints -
were applied to its fides between the com"preﬂ'es and
bandage. :
From the 115th to the 145th day nothmg extraor-
dinary occurred. The patient, who was intratta-
ble, often deranged the dreffings, and had frequent

purgings,
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'purgmgs, occafioned by 1rregularmes in his diet.
The fracture being again confolidated, the dreffings
werz lef off.  This thigh was as long as the oppofite
one, and united without any deformity. The pa-

“tient kept his bed five days more, during which time
hq executed the different motions of the limb in
every direction. - He got up on the 16oth day after
the accident ; at firft the joints were rigid and fhff; this
inconveaience fubfided by exercife. Heleft the hofpital
173 days after hisadmiffion ; hethenbegantowalk with
tolerable cafe and ufed only one crutch. Since his
difmiffion; he has frequently returned to the Hétel
Dieu; he walks well, and the number of the cica-
trices are the only veftiges of the accident:

Cafe of AJcites complicated with Anarfarca; cured after
the Operation of Paracentefis bad been performed iwo
and thirty Times.

[By Mr. VIELLE, Surgeon at Bohaim.]

SSELIN, a woman sg years of age, was

attacked with a pleurify in the beginning
of Jujy, 1788; fhe was treated by hot ftimulating -
remedies, {uch as aromatic wine and draftic purges -
’pfepared in brandy, The excellence of her confti-
Z2 tution
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tution faved her from falling a viim to this treats
ment ; fhe became dropfical a little time afterwards.
M. Vielle, when called in to tap her on the 2 sth of
the "follo»ving December, found the cavity of the
abdomen diftended by a fluid, which feemed alfo dif-
tufed in the cellular, fubftance ; the refpiration was
alfo extremely difficult. Ten quarts of a very limpid
fluid were drawn off by the canula of the trocar.
For five weeks the pun&ure was repeated every eight
days, and each time an additional quantity was dif-
charged, the leucophlegmatic difpofition diminifhed,
and the fecretion of urine began to be eftablifhed..
Mr. Vielle was able to examine the ftate of the vifcera
through the parieties of the abdomen. By the moft
accurate examination he could only difcover a flight
enlargement of the liver. Soap pills and cream of
tartar were prefcribed, and a ferruginous water,
lowered with one fourth part of white wine, was or-
dered as a common drink. The effufion in the cel- ‘
lular fubftance had now nearly fubfided, bug returned

in proportion as the abdomen filled ; and when Mr.
Vielle was again called, which was 12 days afterwards,

the difficulty of refpiration was confiderable enough
to endanger fuffocation ; the pulfe, at this time almoft
infenfible, was raifed immediately after the fluid was
evacuated from the cavity of the abdomen; refpira<
tion became freer, and the anafarca completely difap-
peared. Mr. Vielle, convinced of the i unportance of
preventing the accumulanon of the water in the ab-
dominal cavity to that degree as to be diffufed in the
cellular mcmbrane, m the fcquclt apped the patient

_every
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every feven oreight days ; from twenty four to thirty
fix pinte were however evacuated each time. After
‘the 2 5t~li'pun&ure, the accumulation of the water
progreflively decreafed, until the 32d time it was
performed, which was the laft. The fecretions now
took their ordinary courfe, after thefe evacuations

“and the ufe of fome hydragogue purges; the patient
was afterwarcs fupported by a'courfe of analeptic
medicines continued for eight months, when her
health was peifectly re-eftablithed. Since this pe-
siod fhe has not had the leaft return of her complaint,

¥
L

Cafe of a firangulated crural Hernia.
[i%y Mr. Acassg, Surgeon at St. Servan.]

- ADAME Collet, 65 years of age, of a weak
and thin habit of body, experienced a feries

of fymptoms, which the profeflional men who were
called in at firft viewed as the effe@ of a ftrangulated
hernia; but from the hiftory of her fymptoms they
‘were induced to think that the fymptoms depended
on an involution of the inteftine, and that this invo-
lution was not produced by the ftrangulated hernia;
‘but from the continuance of the fymptoms, and the
inefficacy of the remedies employed in fimilar cafes,
; Z 3 : the
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the furgeon and phyfician 1eturncd tostheir firft OPh
mon On the 17th day, they prevailed wgtha their
patlent to permit them to examine the parietes of the
abdomen. At this time fhe confeffed fhe had had a
{mall tumor for the fpace of thirteen or fourteen years
fituated towards the left groin, which now could not
be returned. She had concealed the circumftance
until this period, fuffering no fort of inconvenience
from its prefence.. At this time it was abaut the fize
of a hen’s egg, and was eafily known to be ftrangu-
lated from its appearance.  After repeated and inef-
feGtual endeavours to reduce 1it, the operation was
Judged indifpenfable, and M. Agafie fent for to per-
formit. The patient would not confent to it unti]
the next day, when it was performed in the follow-
~ing manner: the patient was laid on a couch, the
thigh bent, and the trunk raifed by pillows; the
furgeon placed himfelf on her right, and formed a
fold of the integuments tranfverfe to the direftion of
the tumor; one of the extremities of this fold wag
held by an affiftant, the other between the {urgeon’s
left thumb and fore-finger ; he then divided it with
one firoke of his biftoury, which he held in his right
hand, and thus expofed the whole of the tumor,
The pofterior part of the hernial fac had formed
ftrong adhefions to the contiguous parts: from its
thicknefs and tenfity it would not admit of being
laid hold of by the diffedting - forceps the furgeon
was confequently obliged ta open it at the internal
and inferior part with the point of his biftoury ; more

than ordmary altention was neccﬂ'ary,as no undulation
of‘
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of ﬂmd couid be felt between the fac and inteftine.
The fac. was then divided its whole length on a di-
reftor ptevioufly introduced. ‘The ftrangulated” in-
teftine was then expofed, its furface was much in-
flamed, and its tunics had acquired nearly the fame
- thicknefs as the hermal fac itfelf.  Another difficulty
now prefented, ‘the inteftine adhered to the fac; and
this laft formed fuch ﬂrong adhefions to the whole cir-
cumferencc of the ring as to refufe the intervention
of the {malleft probe; for this reafon, Mr. Agafle
d1v1ded on his nail fome fibres of the ligamentum
Fallopu, that he mloht the more readily introduce
the d1re€t01, and accomphﬂ) the removal of the
ftrangulation. As thefe adhefions could not be de-
tached, the reduction of the inteftine was not effected;
but the ‘furgeon‘é, perfuaded that the comprefling
caufe was removed, drefled the wound with a piece of
fine linen perforated with {mall holes, covered with
lint, and comprefles {uftained by a triangular ban-
dage : thefe dreffings were kept moift with a decoc-
tion of barley water and honey. A {mall quantity
of broth was allowed, and warm lemonade for a com-
mon drink. She flept one hour and a half in the
courfe of the morning. Four hoursafter the operation
the vomiting returned: fhe was afterwards attacked
with colicy pains and vomiting which returned twice.
In the courfe of thé day three enemas made of broth
were adminiftered. She paﬁ'ed the night tolera-
bly well; but on the next day the iy mptoms returned
- with as much violence as before the operation; how- :
ever, fome txme after the patient had taken fome

2 glafles
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glaﬁ'es of wcak Wbey a frnall quantity of yellowith
matters was difcharged by ftool fimilar to what had
been rejected by vomiting : they availed themfelves
of'this circumftance by ordering an ounce of manna,
which produced no effett. On the 3d day the
{ymptoms became more alarming, although the in-
teftine was not tightened by the ring, or the abdomen
free from tenfion and pain. At this time {uppuration
began to take place. - On the 4th, from the increafe
of the hiccups and vomitings, and in fa® of all the

{fymptoms, a contraition of the inferior part of the

inteftine was fmpe@ted from this idea Mr. Agaffe
conceived that it would Be_poffible to prolong the

patient’s life, or at leaft diminith her {ufferings, by

procuring a difcharge of the matters by opening that

fold of the mfeﬁme included in the wound, Mr.

Agalfe was of opinion that thi: ftep feemed conforma-

ble to the endeavours. of nature, who fometimes in

fimilar cafes forms a new rout by means of gangrene

in the inteftine, fkin, or fac. T he furgeons con-

cerned agreed in the propriety of this meafure, as

under the circumflances no other refource could be

derived from art. The fold of the inteftine was ac-

cordingly divided throughout its whole length with-

- out even the patient’s percelvmcr 15 although the
part was perfeitly alive; a {mall quantity of matter
and flatus was difcharged, M, Agafle, by mean: of
a found, was fortunate enough to find the fuperior
portion of the inteftine, into which he paﬁ'ed a long
tent by the affiftance of afemalefound. The patient
received mﬂ:an: cafe from the operation, as M,
: Agafle
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Agaffe had prognofticated: all the fymptoms f{ub-
fided except the hiccups, which continued for fome
tine afterwards, Five hours afterwards the dreﬂingﬁ
were tinged with a yellow matter, very fluid; and
whelfx‘-tbc; tent was withdrawn which had been pafled
up the pofterior portion of the inteftie, it {purted
out, and {eemed combined with a good deal of air ;
this tent was replaced by another. The patient was
at this time extremely well: fhe had flept from the
moment of the operation ; the pulfe was better, and
the intervals between the hiccups confiderably longer;
fhe pafled the following night well. The next day
the dreflings had imbibed a confiderable quantity of
fimilar matters to what had been difcharged the pre-
ceding evening. The edges of the wound were
drefled with rofe ointment. A fmall quantity of
broth and rice cream, with alittle wine, was allowed.
At ten o’clock in the evening (he was free from fever
and feemed improved in ftrength; the evacuations
became abundant. During the courfe of the night
fhe was perfeitly tranquil. On the 3d day, the
furgeons concerned with Mr., Agafle, fecing her
ftrength {o much improved, propofed two ounces of
manna to be given, diffolved in whey. The patient
took half of this quantity, although Mr. Agaffe was
extremely averfe to the meafure. An hour after-
wards it produced abundant and continual eva-
cuations ; Spanifh wine, diafcordium, cordials, and
powerful aftringents were given with the inten-
tion of checking it, but without effect. The pa-

tient grew inftantly weaker, fyncopes took place
: without
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‘without intermiffion, and in 606 hours after the ex-
pired, and on the 5th day fubfequent to the opening
of the inteftine. On opening the abdomen, the jeju-
num was found dilated to {uch a degree that its cir-
cumference was feven inches and a half: the coats of
this inteftine were thicker than natural, but not in-
flamed : it was twifted under a fold of inteftine fitua-
ted nearer the anus, towards the crural arch, to the
inferior and internal part of which it was very adhe-
rent; from this adherence, as far as the czcum, the
reft of the {mall inteftines were confiderably con-
trated. The large inteftines, which had been dif-
tended by frequent clyfters, were not proportionably
contratted, The duodenum had undergone the fame
change as the jejunum. The ftomach was alfo very
much enlarged. From the origin of the duodenum
to the crural arch five feet and two inches of the in-
teftine were filled with air mixed with faeces,
From the diffe®ion of the crural arch it appeared that
the incifion had produced a confiderable feparation,r
and that confequently the ftrangulation was removed
from the inteftine being no longer comprefled.

\ Ca]é
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/ Cafe'of on Aneurifm of the Aorta Defcendens,

[By Mr. E-E, DerrECAGAIX, Surgeon to the Hate]
: : Dieu. ]} '

P CARDEAU, 44 years of age, experienced in
e the year 1785 an acute deep-feated pain, fi-
tuated on the anterior part of the cheft, a little above
the left breaft. This fymptom appeared withoutany
affignable caufe; and whic\f), Jjoined with fever and
difficult re(pfration, feemed to announce violent in-
flammation: this was for the time prevented by
bleeding. ~The fame fymptoms appeared again
{fome time afterwards, and yielded to the fame re-
medy. It was remarked that he obtained more in-
ftantaneous relief when the bleeding was copious.
Four years paffed away in this alternate treatment.
Towards the end of the year 1789 he had a more
violent accefs of his {ymptoms than before; bleeding
was not of any ufe, nor did any advantage feem to
be derived from the repetition of this operation; he
fuffered the moft dreadful pains without remiffions
they feemed to extend as far as the axilla, and were
{uppofed to be produced by fome parts being
torn in the left cavity of the thorax. The feat of the
pain changed on the 8th day : it feemed confined to
the {pace fituated berween the fcapula and the {pine.
The difficulty of refpiration, before confiderable,
: now
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now fenfibly increafed.  The patient. after paffing 1 5

days in this alarming fituation, was again fufficiently

well to return to his ordinary occupations,” until the

pains again returned between the fcapula and the cor-

“refpondent vertebrz. The pains which before were
pungent, now became lancinating : this circumftance

led to a more careful examination of the part affected

with pain, where a tumor was difcovgred, two inches

in diameter, in which a confiderable pulfation was

remarked. Ina few days it confiderably increafed,

when his pains and inconvenience diminithed. He

- again employed himfelf jn his bufinefs, but not fora
long continuance: the progrefs of the tumor, the

difficulty of refpiration, and a fenfe of enormous

weight in the thorax, compelled him to give up every

{pecies of employ. In the month of May, 1791, he

was admitted into the Hoétel Dieu. The tumor was

- of an oval form, of the fize of a fift, and extended
from one fide to the other, from the angles of the

third, fourth, and fifth ribs, as far as under the fca-

pula, the pofterior edge of which it raifed and car-

ried forward. The pulfations, {ynchronous to thofe

of the arteries, were fo ftrong as to compel the pa-

tient when lying on his back to rife and turn to the

right. In this difeafe art could avail nothing ; a pal-

hative plan, and a fri& regimen were enjoined, and

the patient kept in a ftate of weaknefs by means of
bleeding, which was repeated every time he felt any

fenfe of oppreffion. The tumor at this time in-

creafed more rapidly than ever; a flate of reft; with

the heat of the bed, {eemed to influence its progrefs;

the

<
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the pains now became obftinate; and the bleeding,
from which he had before derived advantage, now
only enfecbled him, without procuring eafe, In
the beginning of January, 1792, the tumor occupied
' a{pace of eight inches, extending from the fecond rib
below the inferior angle of the fcapula; its tranfverfe
extent was more than five inches from the tranfverfe
apophyfis of the vertebre, as far as under the fcapula.
The fluétuation, which became every day more fen-
fible, and the rednefs of the fkin towards the center
of the tumor, feemed to announce a {peedy rupture,
which now f{eemed inevitable; but however this
did not occur ; he lingered cut two months, growing
weaker and weaker, with increafed difficulty in his
refpiration, and enjoying no fort of intermiffion of
his paifx; he at laft funk under his difeafe, at the end
of ten months after his admiffion into the hofpital,
in the fourth year after the appearance of the tu-
mor and in the eighth after the firft appearance of
the {ymptoms: he was perfeitly fenfible to the laft
moments of his life. Three or four days before his
death, the radial artery afforded only a tremulous
pulfation. On the opening of the body, a {mall
qumtity of blood was found effufed under the fkin,
covermg the tumor,; the trapezius mulcle, the
thomboid, and the ferratus minor, were found thin,
difcolorated, . and reduced nearly to a membranous
ftate; on raifing the {capula, the whole of the pofte-
rior part of the tumor was expofed to view: It was
found to extend from the vertebrz to the middle
part of the ribs, which it entirely covered from the
- ' fecond
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fecotid to the fixth: The middle part of the turiof
fituated on thefe ribs was from four to five inches in
height.  After the aneutifmal fac was aifengaged
from the parts that invefted it pofteriorly, the thorax
was opened, that the anterior part might be exa-
mined ; the left lung was found wafted from the

“preflure of the tumor; to which every part but its

" bafe had formed adhefions; the heart was larger than
in its natural ftate; the left ventricle aud auricle
were of an extraordina?y degree of thicknefs; whilft
the other cavities were remarkably thin; the right
auricle in particular throughout a great part of its
extent was only a flight tranfparent pellicle: The
pulmonary artery, and the beginning of the aorta
were in their natural ftate: towards the end of its
curvature, immediately below the origin of the fub«
clavian artery and of the canalis arteriofus, a tumor
was obferved, which feemed contiguous with the coats
of the thoracic portion of the aorta, to which it ad-
hered by a kind of pedicle, of about one inch in dia-
meter : this tumor, infenfibly enlarged in fize, was
found fituated backwards behind the pleura, occupy-
g the fuperior third part of the left cavity of the
thorax; it afterwards contracted, to pafs through the -
parietes of the thorax, when it enlarged again to form
under the fkin the external tumor already defcribed:
The opening by which a portion of the tumor paffed
out of the therax was occafioned by a partial deftruc=
tion of two inches of the fifth rib; the inferior edge
of the fourth rib, and the fuperior edge of the fifth,
were equally deftroyed, as well as a part of the bodéez

o
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of the correfpondent vertebra, with the whole of theit
tranfverfe procefles. What remained of thefe bones
formed acfl'part of the aneurifmal pouch, and expofed
a polifhed and worn furface immediately in conta®
with the coagula. Neither caries or fuppuration
feemed to exift, but only a thicknefs of the periof-
teun. The tumor was prolonged to the right be-
tween the bodies of the vertebra, the aorta, eefopha-
 gus, and trachea arteria, whigh it pufhed forward :
this prolongation formed a new pouch, three inches
in length, in the right cavity of the thorax; it ex-
tended from above downward ; the tranfverfe width
was about two. inches and & half, after dii'iding the,
curvature of the aorta and the aneurifmal tumor;
the whole pouch was found filled with coagula of a
loofe confiftence at the lower part, but forward and
backward thefe: coagula were difpofed in lamina;
“and in proportion as they approached the furface their
folidity increafed; towards the middle and pofterior
part they feemed ufed and deftroyed in the place,
which we remarked was ready to burft. The anecu-
rifinal fac, communicating with the aorta by an aper-
ture about one inch in fize, on the firft view appeared
as if formed of the tunics of the artery ; but ona more
attentive examination, it was found that the coats of
the artery terminated by a projecting edge fituated
at the part where the dilatation commenced, and
that the cellular texture which compofed the {ac was
loft in the pleura and in the external coat of the
aorta; in other refpects this veffel had not fuffered a

2
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great dilatation. Nothing farther was remarked than :
an extraordinary brlttlenefs of the ribs¢ :

SR 1 ]

Cafe of a Bubonocele with Gangrme / of the Inteftine,
cured by the Operation.

GABRIEL, 48 years of age, had been af-

o fected for five years with an inguinal hernia,
fmall in fize and eafy to reduce, which until this laft
fix months he had retained by means of a bandage,
when by negleCting this precaution a larger defcent
took place; the reduction ‘was difficult, but effected
however by a horizontal pofition affifted with mode--
rate prefiure.  On the 7th of May, 1791, his attempts
to reduce it were followed with pain and naufea
thefe {ymptoms were aggravated on perfifting in his
endeavours ; he continued them howex}'er for about -
a week, during which he drank only wine and brandy,f
which he conceived would remove the difpofition to
vomiting, that had affetted him from the fecond
day. He was admitted into the Hotel Dieu on the
13th of May : he was put into the bath, and the
tumor, as well as the whole abdomen, which was
tenfe and painful, was covered with an emollient
poultice. The next day the patient appeared: in-the
greateft danger ; he could not however be perfuaded
: J to

4
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to fubmlt to the operation, which was repref'ented to
him as the only means of faving his life. He was
- once rlnor,cl put in the bath, where every poffible
effort was tried, without effedt; from this he was
induced to confent in the evening to the operation.
The tumor at this time was hard and painful, the
tkin which covered it red and inflamed, and the ab«
domen tenfe, through the parietes of which the cir-
camvolutions of the inteftines were diftinétly marked.
On dividing the integuments, the hernial fac was
found of an extraordinary degree of thicknefs, with a
bloody and blackifh fluid diffufed in its {ubftance; its
cavity contained a fluid of a teddith colour, and ca-
daverous odour; the hernia was principally compofed
of a mafs of omentum, bruifed and echimofed,
anteriorly furrounding a fold of inteftine of one
inch and a half in length. Thefe parts had contracted
adhefiors to one another, which were eafily deftroyed
by the ﬁnger;‘ The two portions which formed the
fold adhered to one another, and to the hernial fac,
by a kind of bloody cellular fubftance. A round ef-
char, of an inch in diameter, was found on the pofte-
tior part of the inteftine; its colour cineritious,
fimilar to what is always found in fphacelated intef~
tines. The ring was free, and the firangulation was
found to arife from a very tight contraction of the
peritoneum, at the origin of the hernial fac. After
this was removed by the point of a common biftoury,
Condu&ed on a diretor, the finger was introduced
into the cavity of the abdomen, and the inteftines
round the ring were found {lightly to adhere to the
Vou, IL Aa .panetes
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parietes of that cavity, where the inflimmation had:
been certainly very confiderable;  thefe adhefions
were deftroyed, and a confiderable portign “of sthe
inteftine withdrawn from the cavity, which was
found inflamed confiderably above the ring. . The
redution offered no difficulty whatever; the whole
of the intefline was returnéd without any particular
caution but to return the fphacelated portions.

All authors recommend the inteftine to be retained
in fimilar cafes by means of a loop of thread pafied
through the mefentery. Mr. Default formerly adopted
this practice, which is adhered to at prefent by many
practitioners, but he has ‘long fince relinquithed
it, convinced from experience, and particularly
from diffection, that the portion which formed the
hernia never recedes from the ring, and that there is
no reafon to apprehend an effufion in the abdomina!
cavity on the feparation of the efchar, as the inflam-
mation will produce an adhefion of the inteftine to the
neighbouring parts before this {eparation can be ef-
feCted. After the return of the inteftine, the epiploic
mafs was left unreduced, and covered with fine Ii-
nen, the wound drefied in the ufual manner, and
the dreflings retained by a T bandage. In the
evening an enema was thrown up, which brought
away fome bilious matters. The next day he was
better, the pulfe not fo much raifed, and the belly
lefs hard and painful. Another clyfter produced the
fame effect. On the 3d day, as the belly was tenfe and
inflated, an ounce of pulp of caffia, with two ounces
of manna, diffolved in three pints of water, werepres

. feribed ;
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'fcnbed this medicine produced feveral f’cools, and
drmlmfhed in fome degree the fize of the abdomen.
The next day a grain of emetic tartar was added to
the fame potion, which produced an evident good
éffe. From this time the abdomen —egamed its
natural ftate, a fmall degree of pain remaining only
about the ring. The ﬂ:ools were more frequent the
followinyg‘days.. The wound followed the ordinary
courfe, and nothing was remarked that feemed to
announce an exfoliation of the inteftine, which with-
out doubt muft have adhered to the contiguous parts,
- and the efchar have'paﬂ'eu off with the other matters
along the inteftinal canal. The omental mafs fell into
a ftate of gangrene, and ﬂoughed off on the 8th day.
Slight folid aliment was now allowed, which was gra-
dually increafed. The wound was perfe&ly cicatrized
50 days after the operatlon This man has been
| frequently feen fince the operatlon, and on exami-
nation one year after his difmiffion, was perfetly free
from every inconvenience.

e B -
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On the TINEA.
[By Mr. EvErs, Surgeon at Hanover, communicated
by Mr. RouGEMONT, Profeffor of Medlcme and
Surgery. |

1

R. Evers, in a memoir prefented to the Royal
Academy of Sciences at Gottingen on the fub-
je& of tinea, obje&ts to the mode of treating this
difeafe by means of the pitch plaifter : his principal
objetion is the tearing out of the hair; a remedy at-
tended with extreme pain, and often worfe than the
difeafe. This cruel operation is often repeated three
times. This author has twice tried the effe&ts of the
powder of burnt toads, (fo much boafted of in Flo-
rence,) with which he {prinkled the head, previoufly
rubbing it with hog’s lard; this cleanfed the fkin,
but did not influence the caufe of the complaints,
which appeared again foon after. Perfuaded that .
the diffolution and evacuation of the fluids ftagnant
on the bulbs of the hairs and in the fatty veficles
would accomplifh the cure of this difgufting com-
plaint without the neceffity of tearing out the hair,
Mr. Evers proceeded in the following manner :
After cutting off the hair, the incruftations were
foftened with nutritum and hog’s lard, and removed;
the head was then covered with {mall flips of thin
leather, {fpread (about one line in thicknefs) with a
{folution of gum ammoniacum in vinegar, boiled to
e the
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the confiftence of a plaifter; the whole was retained
on by a cap. At the end of fix weeks, the plaiﬁer
was taken off, and the head found perfectly cured.
Mr. Rougemont has three times employed this me-
thod, and with the moft compleat fuiccefs.

 Nork of the Eprtor.

The modern praétice in Tinea is to apply pitch
plaifters to the head, to leave them on unul the hair
has grown to {fome linesin fength and gets 1mplantcd
in the pitch; the hairs are then torn out by taking
off the plaifter; this operation is regeatcd three or
four times, or even more, until the tinea difappears.
Mr. Kuhn employs a plaifter of common refin and
meal ; he dips flips of linen in this plaifter, two fin-
gers in width, and applies them warm to the head,
previoufly cutting off the hair; when the plaifter is
cold, he carefully takes it off, and in fuch a manner.
as only to tear out the hairs implanted in the difeafed
part; the patient was then drefled twice a day with
a liniment compofed of half an ounce of olive oil and
a coffee fpoonful of a folution of mercury in nitrous
acid, or of nitrated mercury ; the patient was then
purged with jalap and calomel. Some German prac-
titioners, after foftening the crufts with an emollient

Bag o ointment
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ointment or poultice, wafthed the head with urine, -
and afterwards applied as hot as poffible an ointment
compofed of half a pound of the powder of juniper
* berries, and nine ounces of hog’s. lard, and as much
of freth butter.. Others fpeak much in'the praife of
camphorated milk. A mixture has been employed
compofed of two parts of turpentine and one of rofe -
ointment, previoufly wathing the head with an infu-
fion of the euphorbia [ylvatica lin in vinegar; red
precipitate incorporated with bafilicon, and white
precipitate with hog’s lard have been employed; but
the application in moft general ufe has been a folu-
tion of fixed alkali in lime water. M, Plenk re-
commends the head to be anointed twice a day for fix
weeks with a mixture of half an ounce of marth-
mallow ointment to two ounces of ointment of juni-
per berries and half an ounce of marine acid. Mr.
Bell has fuccefsfully employed a folution of five grains
of cor. fub. toa pint of water. Mr, Stoller cured 3
cafe of tinea of 18 years ftanding by the internal and
external ufe of hemlock. Mr. Srack of Mayence
praifes the panfy flower (viola tricoler Lin.) The
general drink employed during the treatment is com-
pofed of burdock, patience, and fumitory; Etbiop’s
minerel with fugar and milk is then given, - The fol-
lowing pills are much {poken of : - :
- R. Pulv. Scammon }52_‘1 &°* vi.
Calomel :
Antimon. Diaph. g™ xxiv. 2
Sirop. Chicorei, comp. Rhei q. s, m, f. Mafla,

“The
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- WThe following practice, purfued jn the Hétel
Dieu, we find attended with the moft complete fuc-
cels:,asptifan is preferibed, made of the roots of
patience dr burdock, fometimes of fafaparilla, in the
proportion of one ounce to three pints of water,
boiled to two thirds; a pill compofed of two grains
- of calomel, and as much of the fulph. aurat, antimo-
nit, with a fufficient q.uantity of conferve, to be taken
every night and morning ; from the firft, a poultice
‘isapplied, with the intention of {oftening the in-
cruftations; after perfifting in this plan for eight or
ten days, the part is bathed with a folution of corro-
five fublimate and verdeggeale in water, in the pro-
portion of fix grains of each to a quart; comprefles
dipped in this lotion were alfo frequently applied to
the head. This plan is perfifted in until the cure is
co’mialeted, which takes place fooner or later, accor-
Qi_ng to the extent and length Qf time the difeafe has
exifted. In dartrous affetions the fame treatment
h_as_,.'i)cen attended with equal {uccefs. Ie the winter
of the year 1788 to 1789, alittle child, eight years
of age, had a fmall ulcer on the leg, which had been
unfuccefsfully treated for fix months, before it was
recolle@ed that if had fucceeded a dartrous affection
on her thigh which fhe had for fome years; fhe
had never any other complaint. She flept at this
time with another child of the fame age who had
chilblains, but who was in other refpects in perfect
health; at the end of a month this child was at-
tacked with a kind of tinea, which affected a furface
of feveral inches on the top of the head. They

: Aag ' feparateci
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{eparated the chlldren, and placcd this laft mcntxon.ed

infant in the fame bed with a woman about 30 years
of age, who had never been afflicted with any difeafe
of the kin: this woman was attacked at the end of a
fortnight with  dartrous affections of the arm and
thigh. Thefe three patients were cured by the treats
ment we have juft defcribed,

Cafe of a Commotion of the*Spinal Marrow, cured by 1he
Ex/ozhtzon of an Emetic,

[By Mr. DERREcAGATX, Surgeon to t}lle”H(‘)t’elD'i_eu.jr

AMES Lacroix, a mafon, 36 years of age, fell

on his feet from a height about 12 feet: he fell
backwards, and for fome time was deprived of
his recolle@tion. - When he recovered his fenfes,
they lifted him up; he was incapable of fup- '
porting himfelf even for an inftant; he conceived
that all his limbs were broken, and partlcularly com-
plained of an acute pain in his loins. The buttocks,
thighs, and legs, were abfolutely infenfible and ide-
prived of motion. To thefe {ymptoms were added
retention of urine and an incapacity of retaining, the
feces. In this ftate he was admitted into the Hotel

Dieu on the 5th of O&ober, 1791, fOI‘ty-Clght hours
- after
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after the accident. To remove the diftenfion, which
was confiderable, the catheter was inftantly paffed.
As bleedmg was not ‘indicated by the ftate of the
pulfe, a relaxmg drink only was ordered to be taken
the next day, in which a grain of emetic tartar was
diffolved ; this produced copious evacuations by ftool,
but always involuntary. A little foup was allowed
in the evening. After the effe&t of a fecond grain
given thenext day, the patient began to experience a
pricking fenfation along the infide of the legs and
thighs, which parts were perfectly reftored to their
fenfibility by the sth day. The acute pain in the
lumbar region gradually diminifhed, but the pofte-
tior part of the thighs did not regain their {enfibility
until the end of three weeks, during which time he
took every other day an emetic diffolved in the drink.
At this period the patient executed all the motions of
flexion and extenfion; he retained and paffed his
fzces at will; the natural courfe of his urine was
eftablithed. From his weaknefs he was incapable to
quit his bed. At the end of the fecond month he
was capable of rifing and walking on crutches, and in
a few days after could walk with the affiftance
of a ftick; this he could not dlfpen{e with even
when he left the hofpital, which was the 59th
day after his admiffion. A flight degree of weaknels
only remained, without the leaft paralytic affection;
he poflefled the perfet ufe of his lower extremities.

The treatment of this cafe was extremely fimple:
neither bleedmg or any particular regimen was Or-

dered; no topical application whatever was employed;
and

9
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and the only internal medicine ‘was" a decoftion of
dog’s tooth, fweetened with oxymel, wwhich was con-
tinued until the end of the treatment. - Elever grains
of tartar emetic were taken in the courle of the firft

24 days, ' : 3

Cases and OBsERVATIONS on the Treatment of the
' Zona. '

[By Mr. Decuise, Surgeon to the Hofpitﬂal of Lz
Charité at Charanton.]

C AubiBiid

N the 1ft of December, 1791, James Defrige,
‘50 years of age, of a bilious temperament,
was admitted into the hofpital of La Charité for a
zona or ring worm, with which he had been affeéted
for 15 days. The difeafe had begun with a difpofi-
tion to vomit, accompanied with a general fenfe of
uneafinefs, great heat, pain in the head, with difficulty
of refpiration; thefe {ymptoms were fucceeded by an
eryfipelatous rednefs, accompanied with violent itch-
ing in the hypogaftric region; this part was foon
covered with fmall puftules, approaching very near to
each other; they extended in form of a gird}é fr:hm
g
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the linea alba as far as the tranfver{e proceffes of the
dorfal vertebrae.» The width of this girdle was four
- fingers <breadth. A furgeon was called in, who co-
‘vered the part affeCted with a liniment made with
the white of an egg and milk, "The itching increafed
immediately after this application, and many veficles
began to form on the part. In this flate the patient
‘was admitted into the hofpital. The pulfe was hard,
the moutlt bitter, the tongue moift and furred. The
firft day a weak infufion of elder flowers was ordered
for a drink, and comprefles dipped in the fame liquor
were applied to the part.. The next day three grains
of emetic tartar were prcfcﬁbed for a vomit: the
emetic tartar was diffolved in a pint of water, and
taken in three different glaffes. The rednefs and pain
fenfibly diminifhed, as foon as this remedy had pro-
duced its effet. Two {mall efchars appeared where
the veficles had been fituated, which were dreflfed with
the ftyrax ointment; they fell off on the 4th day.
The ulcers were drefed with cerate. The patient
was. purged twice, and left the hofpital perfe&ly
cured on the 16th day after hlS admiffion,

CASE
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DMOND Redan was admitted into the fame
hofpital on the 20th of December, 1791, for a
zona furrounding the thorax and nearly as extenfive
- as the preceding cafe. - From his general ftrength,
and the ftate of his pulfe, he was bled in the firft in-
flance, vomited the next day, and purged fome days
afterwards; infufion of elder flowers was -employed as
in the preceding cafe; and in ten days he was capas
ble of returning to his ofdinary occupatlons,

NoTE of the Epitor,

The zona is a difeafe extremely common. In this
fpecies of eryfipelas a bilious difpofition in the primz
viz is particularly remarkable, and confequently the
indication can never be equivocal. In the Hotel
Dieu we find this difeafe generally is cured in four or
five days, after the patient has been evacuated once
or twice with the emetic tartar, in the dofe of a grain
diffolved in a pint of water. The external remedy
which has appeared to fucceed the beft, is the appli-
cation of comprefles dipped in the ag. veg. min,
When ulcerations exift they are dreffed with cerate.

« Casg
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* Casnpand OBSERVATIONS o# the Danger of Repel-
3 lents 47 cutaneous Difeafes.

[By Gasr1eL Morer, M.D.]

HE.hiftory of medicine furnithes numerous

A examples of the baneful effects of topical ap-

‘plications where acrimqnjous humours exuding' from

' the fkin have been repelled from its furface. The

cafe related by Dr. Morel affords a flriking inftance
of the abfurdity of this practice.

M. V. 44 years of age, had accuftomed himfelf
for many years to the ufe of wine and ftrong liquors :
his general health was however good; but the ordi-
nary confequence of this mode of life foon fhewed
itfelf in his face, where a confiderable puftulous erup-

tion took place. M. V. defirous of getting rid of
this inconvenience at any rifque, applied to a fur-
geon, who imprudently prefcribed a lotion made with
2 handful of elder flowers, two drams of flowers of
fulphur, as much of camphire, ten drops of {pirit of
vitriol, and halfa pint of vinegar. M. V. had only
" occafion to employ it eight times, when the eruption
totally difappeared. The {atisfattion he experienced
was of fhort duration, for he was foon attacked with
violent pains in the right hypochondrium, accompa-
nied with continual fever, which increafed confidera-

bly towards the evening. After 2 month’s attentive
: treatment,
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treatment, M. V. remained il in the fame fituation.
The fever and evening paroxyfins, as-well as the pain -
in the liver, continued in their full force “the [bwer
extremities, genital organs, and abdomen, began to
fiell a fortnight before this period. At this tirae, the
rgth of Auguft, 1790, Dr. Morel was confulted : he
found the abdomen tenfe, with an obvious effufion in
its cavity; the region of the liver was extremely fenfi-
ble; the ferotum and penis fwelled, the laft ‘to an
enormous degree ; the prepuce, from being elongated
and twifted on itfelf, obftructed the paffage of the
urine, and prevented it from paffing but a little at a
time. The patient experienced a violent fenfe of
thirft, which could not be allayed, joined to a lofs of
appetite : he told Dr. Morel, that he attributed all
thefe fymptoms to the difappearance of the eruption,
and that previous to the application of the lotion he
had enjoyed an excellent ftate of health.  Dr: Morel,
from thefe circumftances, attributed his prefent com-
plaints to the metaftafis produced, and fuf pected
that the general mafs of the blood was affected as
well as the liver. A nitrated tifan was prefcribed,
with aperient apozems; an enema made of the de-
coftion of linfeed ; untions with warm olive oil,
particularly on the abdomen. The fever, pain, and
tenfion of the abdomen yielded to thefe methods,
which were perfited in until the 22d of Auguft. At
this period a puroanve was ordered, compofed of
manna and rhubarb: the good effects of this remcdy
were decxdedly marked ; it cdrried off the fever and
the painin the right hypachondrium, Dr. Morel now
directed

€
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directed his attention to the afcites, compounded
witl'f anafarca, by endeavouring to augment the fe-
cretiur. of urine, which was nearly {fufpended, as well
as the fecretion from the inteftines, To the nitrated
prifan and aperient apozems, three dofes of a diuretic
powder were prefcribed, compofed of twelve grains of
nitre, fix grains of fquills, and two grains of cinna-
mon; one of thefe powders was ordered to be taken
previous to each draught of the decofion. This
treatment, perfiftéd in from the 23d to the 26th,
produced ‘no fenfible change, the belly augmented
in fize, and the {welling of the lower extremities, fcro-
tum, and penis, continued to'increafe ; thefe parts
~were fomented with camphorated f{pirit and lime
water, Six ounces of the deco&ion of broom afthes
was ordered to be taken three times a day inftead of
the above powder: this was perfifted in until the 28th.
The pain in the right hypochondrium again recur-
ring, one dofe of the decotion was. omitted, an
oily notion with laudanum prefcribed, and enemas
thrown up niorning and evening, made of decoction
of linfeed. - Thefe remedies, continued until the 3oth,
alleviated the 'pa_in without improving the general
ftate of his health. The abdomen, the genitals, and
the Jower extremities were at this time of a prodigious
fize. On the morning.of the goth, a hydragogue
purge was prefcribed, made with five grains of refin
of jéiap triturated with {weet almonds and oil of tar-
tar per deliquium, and twelve grains of fquills, and
as much of the root of the gfc/épias: this produced
frequent and liquid ftools. It was repeated on the
: ad
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4d and on the 6th of September; it produced alwéy‘s :
the fame effeéts, without procuring any more than 4
temporary advantage. M. V. could breathe only
when feated on his bed. From this, joined with
other uneafy fymptoms, Dr. Morel was induced to
perform the operation of paracentefis, which was done
on the left fide, and ten pints of very limpid fluid
drawn off. Dr. Morel obferves, that in conformity
to the opinion of the beft prattitioners he formed a
very unfavourable prognoftic. To reftore tone to
the relaxed integuments and abdominal mufcles, fo-
mentations were ordered, with the ufe of aromatic
wine; thick comprefles, dipped in'the fame liquor,
were applied to the abdomen, and retained on by a
bandage; thefe dreffings were kept on for fix days,
and in this interval the patient loft by the puncture at
leaft ten pints of water; the abdomen leﬁencd in
fize after the operation, and the refpiration became
freer, but the lower extremities were not diminithed
in fize. On the 14th of September, three punéures
were made above the maleolus internus ; fuch a con-
fiderable quantity of water was evacuated by thele
apertures, that in four days the fwelling of the geni-
tals and of the lower extremities fubfided; to reftore
the tone of the ‘parts a roller was employed, with
aromatic fomentations, animated with {al ammoniac.
On the day after the puncture, that is on the 8th of
September, the patient had taken two dofes of the
diuretic powder and fix ounces of the broom decoc-
tion. In the morning he took four ounces of the
Chalybeat wine, according to the formula of the
- military
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military hofpitals;* thefe remedies could only be per-
fifted in until the 12th, as he took an infurmountable
antipashy to medicine, as well as to every {pecies of
aliment éxcept wine, which, tzken in {mall quantities,
mixegi' with a little cinnamon and cépiilairc, ferved to
keep up his firength ; his pulfe was fmall and con-
centrated, his countenance heavy, and his extremities
cold; the belly, though foft, offered no fymptoms of
effufion ia its cavity; the liver was hard and wplumi-
nous, but not painful. On .the 26th, the copious
difcharge from the ‘pun&ure in the ankles ftopped ;
the extremitiesand indeed the whole body grew colder
and colder every day ; the pulfe tremulous. On the
2oth he was attacked with a piffing of blood; this
blood feemed intimately blended with the urine, and
{eemed to come from the _veflels of the bladder; the
difcharge of this bloody urine was attended with in-
fupportable fhiverings; an oily potion, with lauda-
num, was prefcribed, together with a decoction of
marfhmallows. On the 29th of September, a decoc-
tion of the root of the grande confourds, acidulated
with rabel water; this drink moderated the piffing of
blood, which continued until his death, that hap-
pened on the 4th of O&ober. The next day Dr.
Morel examined the body; the abdomen contained
about two i)ints of lemon coloured water; the liver
was of a confiderable fize, hard and fhining; its con-
cave furface was livid and of a lead colour; this tinge

® Steel filings, 4 oz« courfe powder of bark, 2 oz. cloves,
one fcruple, infufed cold for four days in four pints of white
wine, to whichadd two ounces of brandy,
Vor1l, ; Bb extended
» 0
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extended through half the thicknefs of this vifcus,
-and extended along the whole inferior adge of its con-
vex furface to the height of half an inch, where it
formed a kind of border. The whole furface Bading
firmnefs in its confiftence; Dr. Morel conceived it
fphacelated. The gall-bladder was increafed to three
times its natural bulk, and contained a quantity of
thick black bile as black as ink; the other vifcera
appeared undifeafed, except the left kidne$, which
was much larger than the right';r the bladder was
{mall and tough ; itsinternal furface feemed inflamed,
and prefented a number of orifices of dilated Veﬁ"els,
through which the blood®*muft have been difcharged
that he pafled with his urine the laft 14 days of his
life; by preflure with the finger a fmall quantity of
blood in a diffolved ftate oozed from their orifices.
This cafe affords another proof.of the bad effeéts of
aftringents and repellents, which are too frequently
employed in cutaneous difeafes, particularly thofe
which affe¢t the face. The metaftafis of the humour
which conftitutes this fpecies of difeafe, may gwe ori-
gin to complaints proportionably important to the
vi{cera which it may happen to affe&. In the abave
cafe the humour might perhaps have been invited
again to the face if emetics, warm baths, and fudori-
fics had been employed in the beginning ; the face
fhould have been wathed with an emollient decoc-
tion, then with tinéture of cantharides; a ﬁnapifm
fhould have been apphed to the part.

L
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OB‘JERVATIONS on Calruh in the Bladder.

& .07

THEN ftones have p'LﬁLd from the kidnies or
; ¥ ureters into the bladder, they frequently get
engaged in the urethra, and expelled with the urine.
This fpontaneous expulfion occurs more frequently
in women, from the urethra bemg thorter, wider,-
and more diftenfible than in men. Inftances have
‘happened where calculi of the fize of a hen’s egg have
pafled through this canal. Stones of the fize of a
hazel nut have pafled the urethra of men ; but in-
ftances of this nature are fo rare, that we can place
little reliance on fuch a fortunate termination. Innu-
merable cafes have occurred where {inall flones have
pafled the ureters with little or.no pain, and that have
never been engaged in the urethra, but have formed
nuclei for the formation of calculi of much larger
dimenfions. The majority of ftones found in the
‘bladder have for their nucleus gravel, which has ’
defcended from the kidnies, round which new layers
of calculous matter are depofited from the urine. Some
of thefe ftones originate however in the bladder by
the affemblage and depofit of a number of fmall grains
of calculous matter; thefe have no diftinct nucleus.
Others owe their origination to fome extraneous {ub-
ftance, ‘introduced by accident fnto the bladder, and
thus becoming a center for incruftations. - Thus in-
ftances of the formation of calculi, have arifen from a

nucleus bemg in the firft inftance formed by clots of
Bb2 = blood,
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blood, infpiffated mucus, a pin, an ear of corn, a
bullet, a tent, a piece of bougie, or fpund; and in
this hofpital a cafe occurred where the nucltu& avas
found to be & {mall apple. ’ !

There is fometimes great variety refpecing ,the
number of calculi found in the bladder, One is how-
ever moft frequently found, but when they are of a
chalky nature, . they are more numerous; one, two,
three, or even more. Mr. Default has even eXtracted
200 in an operation he performed on a curate of Pon-
toife. ‘'The fize of the ftones depend on their nature,
their number, and on the time the complaint has
exilted: the longer time the calculus remains in the
bladder, the more its fize will be increafed by new
layers of {tony concretions; when confiderable, they
do not admit of fuch a confiderable increafe. The
ftones termed mural by Mr. Default are obferved ne-
ver to become very large, but the cretaceous ones are
remarked fometimes to increafe rapidly in fize, and to
acquire an enormous fize; they have been {een as
large as a double fift, and occupy the whole cavity of
the bladder, having only a gutter or fulcus in the fide
to admit of the paffage of the urine. Stones in the
bladder are not always free and detached: fome are
embraced very tightly by the coats of this vifcus,
others are partially engaged in the ureters; they are
fometimes fixed in the neck of the bladder, and not
unfrequently found lodged in facculi accidentally
formed in this vifcus. Thefe cyfis are of different
fize : fome are {mall, and exift in a confiderable num-
ber; fome are decper, and their orifice is remarked

" e tg
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to be fmaller than their bafe; they appear formed by 2
prolongation 6f the internal coat of the bladder; other
faccufi jare occafionally found, and feem formed
from the whole of the tunics of the bladder: thefe
fometimes are of fuch confiderable fize that the blad=
der feems to be divided into two or more cavities
nearly equal in fize. Stones found in thefe facculi
fometimes prefent depreflions, in which fungi of the
bladder have been reccived ; thefe vafcular prolonga-
tions have been feen to infinuate themfelves in the ir-
regular inequalities on the furface of thefe ftones:
When this happens a portlon of thefe fungi are often
extra&ed with the ftone; a circumftance that has
deceived fome practitioners, and led them to fuppofe
that they adhered to the coat of the bladder.

SymrToms of the Exiftence of @ Stone in the Bladder.

-

Thefe may be divided into rational and fenfible.
Among the firft, the commemorative {ymptoms may
lead to a prefumption of the exiftence of a ftone in the
bladder. The patient thould be queftioned whether he
has had any nephritic fymptoms, and whether the pain
in thebladder wasimmediatelyfucceffiveto theceffation -
of pain in the kidnies,and in the courfe of the ureters;
whether gravel orfmall ftoneshave pafledaway withthé

- Bb 3 wihe
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urine; or whether there was any hereditary difpofition
to this difeafe from being born of calculous parents.
The moft general decifive fymptom of a calefl8usein
the bladder, is a pain in the region of this vifeus and
in its contiguous parts: fometimes this fymptom is
wanting; for calculi have exifted in the bladder for
many years without any inconvenience: but thefe
inftances are rare. The pain produced by the ftone.
is not always equally intenfe, and depends much on
its form: if pointed, the pain is more acute than
when the furfage is polithed. Thefe pains are gene-
rally relieved by reft, and renewed by motion; and
confiderably aggravated by exercife on foot, on horfe
back, orin a carriage : they are generally accompa-
nied with a fenfe of weight in perinzo, ftupor and
numbnefs in the thighs, retra&tion, and fometimes
atrophy of the tefticles. The {ufferings of fome cal-
- culous patients are fo violent that they are’in conftant
agitation, croffing their thighs, walking with their
legs feparate, frequently introducing the finger iff the
rectum, where they think they can feel a hard body,
to which they attribute the tenefmus with which they
arefrequently attacked fubfequent tothis. Adults,and
thofe in the decline of life, are often inconvenienced
by hemorrhages, and children with prolapfus ani.
Almoft every patient is tormented with involuntary
ere@ions; fome excite them by friGtion when they
feel an intolerable tickling and itching towards the
extremity of the glans; in fome there is a flight ap~
pearance of phlogofis or increafed action at the orifice
~of the urethra fimilar to what is met with in gonorr-
- hzas
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hza; they have an almoft inceffant defire to make
water, which they cannot effect without going to ftool;
aqd‘when they want in the firft inftance to go to ftool,
they are - alike incapable of holding their water. When
the &one 1s large and unequal, the pain is more acute
after the evacution of the urine, from the coats of the
bladder coming in contact with the naked ftone, pro-
ducing irritation and contraction. Sometimes, when
the ftone is {mall and flight, it gets fituated near the
neck of ‘the bladder; and under thefe circumftances
the efforts to urine are extremely painful, and often
vnavailing; it often happens for the {fame mechanical
reafon that the fiream of urfne is fuddenly interrupted,
and flows again when the fituation of the calculus is
altered by varying the pofition. Some are even una-
ble to difcharge their urine without lying on their back
or fide. A ftone engaged in the neck of the bladder
does not always produce retention of urine, as it is
fometimes of an angular fhape, or hasa fulcus 1n its
fidesadmitting of the paflage of the urine. Inconti-
nence of urine is alfo one of the confequences attend-
ant on the prefence of a ftone in the bladder: this
happens when it is fufficiently large to occupy the
whole cavity of the bladder; the urine then. being.
prevented from collecting in any quantity,is difcharged
as faft as it is fecreted, paffing threugh a kind of gut-
ter formed in the fides of the calculus.  In {ome pa-
tients the urine is glairy, in others purulent or bloody ;
the majority difcharge blood with their urine, afic:
the flighteft degree of exercife. :

Thc {enfible proofs of the e@ﬁence of a ca]x_u‘u
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are to be acquired by the introducion of the found
and by pafling the finger up the re€cum in men, and
up the vagina in women. The tumor formed 1y the
ftone contained in the bladder whén of a moderate
fize may be diftinitly felt at its lower fundus, *when
the finger 1s paffed up the reGum in men, or up the
vagina in women ; but when {mall in fize, it 15 apt to
efcape our refearches. Thefe refearches are fome-
times impracticable; as in ca’es of hemorrhords, or in
{chirrus and carcinomatous affe&tions of the re€tum;
but indeed this method of afcertaining this difeafe
cannot be relied on, as a {fwelled proftate gland, fungi,
or any fwelling in the tuniés of the bladder may afford
a fimilar fenfation. Different forts of founds have
been propofed at various times to afcertain the exift-
ence of "a ftone: thofe of iron and fteel have been
employed, as affording a more diftin& foynd ; but the
ordinary catheters are entitled to the preference, as
they admit the difcharge of the urine and allow injec-
tions to be thrown into the bladder when defmed
neceflary. 'The found may be either paffed laying or
ftanding. In infants the firft is preferable. The
tlone is often felt immediately after the introduction of
the found by thofe accuftomed to the operation. A
noife refulting from the thock of the two bodies com-
ing in conta& may be fometimes diftinétly heard;
under thefe circumf{tances no doubt can be entertained.
Mr. Default obferves, that it is difficult to prefcribe
any certain rules how to manage the ftaff when inthe
bladder, fo as to afcertain the exiftence of a ftones
{ometimes it is diffieule to difcover, and fametimes it
25 S owill
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will efcape the moft exact and beft direfted refearches.
Prattice alone can render a furgeon expert in this
operavon. There are, however, fome remarks, the
refult OfIObferV&tTOnvand experience. When the ftone
is not immediately felt, the inftrument fhould be
moved gently over every point of the furface of the
bladder, and paffed in as far as poffible ; it fhould
then be retraced as far as the neck of this vifcus;
then again paffed in, fometimes depreffing the beak
towardsthe fundus of thebladder and fometimes mov-
ing it in a contrary fenfe, and indeed in every poffi-
ble dire@tion. The found thould at times be flightly
agitated, to render the fhock of this inftrument
againt the. ftone more fenfible to the feel. If no
ftone can be felt after an attention to thefe circum-
fances, the pofition of the patient fhould be varied ;
he (hould alternately be founded on his back and
fides {ometimes in a ftanding pofition, inclining for-
ward or bending backward. =By varying the pofition
of the patient in this manner, the ftone is often eafily
difcovered. It is preferable to pafs the {ound when
the bladder is diftended than when it is empty : in
the firlt cafe it may be moved with more freedom
and is attended with lefs pain, nor is the ftone {ubject
to get entangled in the folds of this vifcus. For
this reafon we have often fucceeded in findinga cal-
éulus by injeéting the ' bladder, when none could be
difcovered in its empty ftate. Sometimes when the
bladder is remarkably large, and the ftone extremely
{mall, it may be felc more diftinétly when it is empty-

For thefe reafons hollow founds are entitled to the
e prefer-
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preference, as we may evacuate or fill the bladder
at pleafure. 'We cannot be juftified in afferting that
there is not a ftone becaufe we are unable to difcaver
it by our refearches, however accurate : our endea-
vours thould be repeated; ‘and we may perhapsefuc-
ceed the fecond or third time, when we have been
difappointed in our firft attempt. Many caufes may
occur to prevent the difcovery of the ftone : if {mall
in fize it will elude the beak, and if furrounded with
glairy mucus, will not afford that fenfation that ge-
nerally refults from the collifion of the beak with the
calculus. The ftone may be entangled in the folds of
the bladder, or be fituated in a cyft or facculus: the
beak may poffibly get engaged in the ureter, when it
happens to be dilated : in this cafe it admits of great
freedom of motion, and induces the furgeon to fup-
pofe- that there is not a ftone. The bjadder*fome-
times becomes indurated, and affords a fimilar {enfa-
tion to a ftone when touched by a ftaff.

Prattitioners not much accuftomed to the opefation
may be deceived by the prefence of tumors, fungi,
polypi, {chirrus affeCtions of the uterus, indurated
feces, peflaries in the vagina, &c. Thefe doubts
may be removed by the introdu&ion of the finger up
the re®tumi in men, and up the vagina in women,.
The found does not ferve merely to afcertain the fize,
figure, and hardnefs of calculi; in many circum-
ftances it will indicate their number: for inftance,
when {mall ftones are contained, 2 kind of clathing
noife is afforded by the contact of the found ; there
is reafon to fuppofe a ftone is fmall when it difappears

: as
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as foon as a little motion is given to the found; on the
contrary there &s ground to fufpet it large when it is
- {till feit after confiderable and extenfive motion has
been given to the ‘inftrument. But on thefe occafions
the ptactitioner may be fubje& to error. A very
{mall ftone, fituated near the neck of the bladder,
may give the idea of a large one; from coming in.
conta&t with a confiderable portion of the furface of
the inftrument. Itis eafy to diftinguifh whether a
ftone is rough or fmooth : in-the laft cafe the ftaff
paffes over it without any interruption, which is not
the cafe when the ftone is pointed and rough. We
may judge of the hardnefs or foftnefs of the calculus,
by the found being obfcure or diftinét.

The effects brought on confequent to the exiftence
of the ftone are equally various: in others its in-
creafe in fize is very rapid; whilft in fome it is fo
{low that the fame ftone has been remarked to have
augmented very little in the courfe of feveral years.
The raajority of calculus patients -are fatigued day

“and night with the moft excruciating pains; they
are -fubje& to inﬁammation,' {uppuration,and ulcera-
tion of the bladder, and which fometimes takes on 2
horney hardnefs, and death {ooner or later clofes the
fcene.. With refpect to the ufe of lythontriptics,
their inefficacy and danger are well known. When
the ftone is too large to pafs the urethra, we can only
depend on the operation as a radical cure: it may be
performed at all ages; for experience fhews, that in-
fants of the moft tender age, as well as thofe far ad-
vanced in Jife, are able to fupport it ; it would be

gk prudent
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prudent however to omit it in aged patients, if they
are not much inconvenienced by its prefence; but if
the pain and other {fymptoms fhould happen to be
violent, the age of the patient fhould not be urged as
an objection.  Mr. Default has frequently pertormed
the operation with fuccefs on perfons 8o years of age.
With refpect to children, it may be performed from'
two and a half to three years of age. 'The prognoftic
depends on the fex, age, fize, and form of the calcu-
lus, conjoined with other fymptoms. It is in general
more fuccefsful with women than men, and in chil-
dren than in adults and old men. A fanguineous
temperament is more favourable for it than a bilious
one. When performed on thofe fcrophuloufly dif-
pofed, it often fets that difeafe in a&ion.

4 NotE relative to the Punéture of the Bladder above
! the Pubis, :

Extrail of @ Letter from Mr. Noel, Surgeon in Chief of
the Hitel Dieu at Reims.

P. a bookfeller, who formed the fubjet of
» Cafe IV. page 165, died fuddenly of an
apopletic fit, which afforded Mr. Noel the opportu-
nity of verifying the conjeCturc he had formed, that
‘ the
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the bladder, fome days after the pun&ure, had con-
tracted adhefiops with the correfpondent portion of
the msemal pametes of the abdomen, and that thefe
kind of adhefions prevent the effufion of urine in
fimilar cafes. Mr. Noel opened the body by making
a longitudinal incifion, extending from the umbilicus
to the {ymphifis pubis, within half an inch of the
cicatrix that refulted from the punfure; that por-
tion of the integument oppofite to the cicatrix was
then divided by a tranfverfe incifion, and the bladder
expofed, which was found empty and funk in the
pelvis ; from this Mr. Noel conceived that he was
deceived in his conjetture ;oftill it remained to ex-
plain why the urine was not diffufed every time the
found was changed, and how it was poffible to make
thefe changes without experiencing the leaft difficulty.
Mr. Noel continued the diffeétion by making ano-
ther tran{verfe incifion a little above the cicatrix : he
then obferved a true ligamentous f{ubftance, from 12
to 15 lines in length, of the fize of a crow’s quill;
this ligament was continued on the external cicatrix,
as far as the middle and anterior part of the bladder:
on examining this ligamentous {ubftance, Mr. Noel
was fatisfied of the manner in which it was formed,

and its ufe during the time the patient was obhged o

wear the found.?

® Vide Obfervations on the Punure of the Bladder by Mr.
Noel, page 356 and following; and Cafe I'V, page 164.

Cafe
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Cafe of o complete Section of the [pinal ;M'arraw, unat-
tended with Paralyfs,

o

[By J. BovLer, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

P. Ripert, 21 years of age, was brought to the

o Hotel Dieu on the roth of Auguft, 1792, fora
penetrating gun-fhot wound he had received in the
cheft. . This man expired about 26 hours after the
accident without experiencing any other {ymptoms
than are generally confequent to a wound of this na-
ture: he paffed his urine without difficulty, but was
incapable of difcharging his feces; he was in con-
ftant agitation, moving the pelvis and lower extre-
mities continually, The body was opé€ned, and the
* courfeof the ball traced; it had paffed in at the right
fide of the thorax, before the inferior-angle;of the
~ feapula; a confiderable echimofis took place around
the wound ; the latifiimus dorfi was found pierced
below the inferior angle of the feapula, with a confi-
derable quantity of blood under the ferratus major
anticus, which had been divided a little more for-
ward ; the parts that covered were. confiderably
echimofed. The ball had penetrated the thorax be-
tween the eighth and ninth rib.  The inferior edge of
the eighth had been carried off, and the ninth was
found fratured: it then appeared to have paffed
through the inferior lobe of the right lung, which was
; . covered
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covered with blood, with which the grcateﬁ part of
the correfpondent cavity of the thorax was nearly
filled; .the ball then pafled acrofs the right fide of the
body of the tenth dorfal vertebra, and had completely
divided the fpinal marrow ; from thence it paffed
into the left cavity of the thorax, which, as well as
the right, was filled with blood, and then penetrated
the inferior part of the left lung, and pafled out be-
tween the’feventh and eighth rib towards their angle,
and was loft under the ferratus major anticus and la-
tiffimus dorfi, which were found echimofed, as well as
thofe of the right fide. The funétions of the urinary
organs were uninjured, and he had been perfe&ly
capable of moving his lower extremities. In a con-
ftant ftate of agitation, he was perpetually changing
fides, fitting on his bed, or drawing up his legs and
thighs.. A fenfe of oppreflion, accompanied with
thirft and general uneafinefs, were the only {ymptoms
he complained of. In the night he had a momentary
attack of delirium : this excepted, he poflefled his
perfeit recolleion. The complete fection of the
{pinal marrow at the tenth vertebrz was clear and
decided. The fa& was demonftrated in public by
Mr. Default, who opened the body. What reliance,
after this occurrence, can be placed on theoretical
fyftems » Here we find a general propofition, which
has even paffed into an axiom, abfolutely and incon-
trovertibly contradicted by experience. Facts with-
out number can be adduced to prove, that palfy is
generally produced merely by compreflion of the

fpinal marrow: how then is it poffible to explain
how

9
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how motion was kept up for 26 hours after the com.
plete fection of this important organ? = From this
curious fact we are juftified in concluding th-t. the
real principles of the human fabric are but little
known, and that, like HippOcrates‘, we had better
adhere to obfervation and experience than employ
our minds in raifing {yftems and explaining theories.

D

Cafe of Gangreﬁne of the Reftum.

[By Mr. Larrey, Army Surgeon.] :

MARTIN, agrenadier, 30 years of age, came

* to the hofpital at Sarguemines to be cured of 2
fimple gonorrhza. The running was yellowifh, ac-
companied with a flight pain and difficulty in making
water. At the end of a fortnight he was removed
to the hofpital at Phatfbourg, where he was treated
with every poffible attention. The running dimi-
nithed, became white, the pain in difcharging his
urine had ceafed, and he was on the point of being
difcharged the hofpital to Join his regiment, when
Mr. Larrey, who was deputed to perform the office
of furgeon major, faw him for the firft time, This
foldier was healthy in appearance, nior had ever com-
: : -plained

L ¢



_ oA )
plained of any other inconvenience. Under his pre-
fent circumftdnces nothing was prefcribed but nou-
nﬂung aliment, and barley water as a_drink,  On
“‘the 13th of july he was ordered to join his regiment,
beirlg to all appearance cured ; but about five o’clock
in the morning he fuddenly experlenced a defire to
vomit, accompanied with colickly pains and a vio-
lent head ache. Bilious vomitings now took place;
and the whole {urface of the body became of a {affron
hue. Thefe {ymptoms were regarded by Mr. Larrey
as the effeéts of indigeftion. Aqueous drinks were
" ordered; which _producing no effect, were altered
for an oily anti-fpafmodic potion, with an acidulated
and nitrated ptifan. The pains in the abdomen in-
creafed, although towards the evening, the vomiting,
had fubfided; at the fame time the other fymptoms
were aggravated ; the fever increafed in violence, the
pain in the head became more intenfe,and the furface
of the body of a deeper yellow. Blifters were applied
to thé thighs, and the oily potion repeated with thirty
drops of the anodyne tinGture. Thefe medicines pro-
duced no effect. He was in a continual ftate of agita-
tion ; the urine was bloody and difcharged with pain,
Thefe frefh fymptoms would have directed the ule of
the bath, but, from fome indications of internal gan-
- grene, the pulfe became {mall and intermittent ; a
cordial potion was ordered. Two hours after its ex-
hibition he fell into a lethargic ftate, the extremities
became cold, the pulfe fcarcely {enfible, the counte-
hanpe pale and cadaverous, the hiccups frequent, and
in fhott every fymptom announced a {peedy diffolu-
- Vo, 11, el : S
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tion, which took place 36 hours after the firft appear-
anceof the fymptoms. The body was vpened. . The
ftomach was found red and fwelled, conraining a
{mall quantity of drink. The omentum contracted,
inflamed, and extremely {mall. The {mall mtefunes
were of a reddith brown for nearly their whole extent,
and much dift nded with flatus. The colon and ce-
cum were inflamed, nearly empty, and {maller than
in general. The liver was fwelled and large in fize.
The f{pleen nearly natural. The inteftinum reGtum
was found to be the principal feat of the difeafe. This
gut, as high as the figmoid flexion of the colon, was
enlarged to fuch a degree as to occupy neally the
whole cavity of the pelvis. The mezo reftum was
_ found in a ftate of gangrene throughout its whole ex-
tent, as well as the contiguous parts; the bladder was
of a reddifh brown, full of'a bloody liquer, and inter-
nally affeted with gangrenous {pots. The ureters
were black as high as their infertion into the kidnies,
where they did not appear to be affetted. The os
pubis was divided, with the intention of obtaining a
better view of the intefline, as the fymphifis was found
in an offified ftate; on laying open this- inteftine, its
- cavity was found to be filled with a number of -black
tumors of an oval thape; thefe tumors were difpofed
in a circular diretion fix inches above the fphincter
ni; between thefe tumors, which refembled hemorr-
hoids, furrows were fituated filled with a yellowi(h
mucus ; they feemed to be of a fibrous cellular tex-
ture; the gut, in confequence of thefe {wellings, was
increafed to nearly two inches and a half in thicknefs,
without

O
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without aﬁ'ordmg any fuppuration at any one point ;
the reftum, and confequently all the tumors, were in
a ftate of tomplete gangrene. Such was the ftate of
-the abdominal vifcera.

The fame difficulty was experienced in dividing the
cartilages of the ribs as in feparating the os pubis.
The lungs were inflimed, and adhered to the pleura.
The top of the left lobe prefented a point of gangre-
nous fuppuration. The pericardium was found to
contain a quantity of bloody ferum. The heart pale,
and filled with black fluid blood. Black {pots were
obferved on the furface of the body, fimilar to {cor-
butic eruptions. The head was not opened.

Mr. Larrey is of opinion, that the primary caufe
of this difeafe of the reGtum may be attributed to the
venereal virus, but offers no conjetures on the cu-
rious circuniftance of the offification of the os pubes
and of the cartilages of the ribs.
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Cafe qf a ﬁz;tg/ ful Applzcamn of she. repan on ‘be
; Juperior longitudinal Sinus..

A

[By Mr. TaierrorT.]

N the 17th of March, 1791, a woman of the
name of Henrion, 30 years of age, reccived. a
violent blow with a fire [hovel on the os frontis : it
produced a longitudinal fracture on that pait of the
bone that correfponds to* the fuperior longitudinal
finus A violent hemorrhage took place from the
ncle, mouth,. and ears, accompanied with lofs of re-
colle&tion. The next day the was attacked with a
violent pain on the pofterior part of (he head, accom-
* nied with a fenfe of tenfion about the mufcles of
t neck; fhe was alfo affe@ed with coldnefs of the
extremities, which fubfiding gave place to a violent
fever. The patient was then vifited by Dr. Laurent
and Mr. Legrand, furgeon, who were deputed by the
tribunal to report her fituation:- they both accorded
in opinion with Mr. Thieriot refpecting the nature of
the fra&ure, the neceffity for the apphcanon of the
trepan, and the dangers neceffarily attendant on its
application to the part in queftion. The patient was.
laid on her bed, her head fixed by affiftants, and the
fraGture expofed by means of a crucial incifion. The
four angles were taken off, and the wound filled with
dry lint. Three hours afterwards, the ‘repan’ was
- ‘applied









