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364 + Obfervations on the Chap. V,

always be advifed in confiderable quanti-

ties. : |
The bark indeed is almoft the only
medicine which, in caries, fhould e-
ver be given internally : But in fome in-
ftances, the foft parts which cover a ca-
‘rious bone, become fo fwelled and painful,
that we are under the neceflity of advi-
fing opiates : And as the pain appears in
a great meafure to proceed from the di-

ftenfion of the periofteum, in confequence

of the bone becoming enlarged, I have

frequently been induced to try the effeéts

of flight fcarifications, or of bleeding with

leeches directly on the pained parts ; by

- which means relief is frequently obtain-
ed, when it cannot be procured by amy

other means. I may here remark, too,

in addition to what has been faid upon
this fubje® in a former feion, that in’

every variety of ulcer, attended with

‘much pain, leeches applied either upon
the edges of the fores, or directly upon
the parts affected, are often attended with

the beft effects, infomuch that I am now

in
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unequal, very painful, and reverfed, being
fometimes turned upwards and backwards,
and in other inftances inwards. The whole
{furface of the fore is commonly unequal:
In fome parts fungous excrefcences arife,
~ whilft in others we meet with deep exca-
vations. The difcharge for the moft part
is a thin dark-coloured, fetid ichor; and
often fo acrid as to excoriate, and e-
ven to deftroy, the neighbouring parts.
In the more advanced ftages of cancer,
from fome of the blood-veflels of the ul-
cer being eroded, confiderable quantities
of pure blood are often difcharged.

Patients labouring under the real can-

cerous ulcer, univerfally complain of what
‘ they term a burning heat over the whole
ulcerated furface ; and this we may re-
mark is for the moft part the moft tor-
menting {ymptom attending the difeafe.

Thefe are the moft frequent {ymptoms
of cancer ; but the appearances which this
difeafe affumes are fo various, that it is
almoft impoflible in any defcription to .
comprehend all of them.

in
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difeafe to which the human frame is liable,
~ that has baffled the power of art more than
 this variety of ulcer.

Although a thorough acquamtance with
the theory of cancer might probably
throw fome light upon the method of cure; 5
yet as all that has hitherto been offered,
or perhaps as yet difcovered upon the fub-
je&, is’ merely {peculative, and not fup-
ported by experience, any account we

could give of it, would neither afford en-
tertainment nor inftruction. Before going
farther, however, I fhall examine with at-
tention the opinion that has hitherto very
commonly prevailed, of cancer proceeding
from a general affection of the {yftem.
~ This is 4 point, I may temark, of much
~ importance in pracice: For if it was once
eftablithed, that cancers are at firft always
local, no obje&ion could be made to their
cure by extirpation, as at prefent there is
by many, who contend, that cancers, in
every inftance, proceed originally from
fome difeafe in the fyftem; and confe-
quently, that removing them can have no
Mo Il © 7 - Aa I~ otder
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other effeG than to make the difeafe again
break out in the fame or in fome other
part of the body. Inwhich they fay they
are confirmed, from attending to the little

fuccefs which we commonly derive from

the extirpation of cancer ; the difeafe, as is
alleged, generally returning, in a great
proportion of all that are cut. e

If this argument were founded in fa& :
it would no doubt merit fome attention;
though, even in this cafe, it ought not to
be confidered as conclufive againft the
operation, as will hereafter more evidently

- appear. It will foon however be demon-

ftrated, and to many mdeed is already
known, that a much greater proportion
recover and do .well after the extirpation
of cancers; and it is probably the fault
of furgeons, or of patients, _only, who
generally delay the operation too long,
that the number of thofe who recover

is not greater than hitherto i it has been.
It 1s of the more importance to have
the point in queftion confidered, as the
: S8 ' only
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‘ breaft, and the fourth had an ulcerated
¢ cancer on the lip.”’

The Doc&or likewife obferves, that of
the few he had an opportunity of feeing
the difeafe relapfe in, it was always more
violent, and made a quicker progrefs, than
it commonly did in others on whom no
operation had been performed. He there-
fore propofes by way of queftion, “ Whe-
“ ther ought cancerous tumors to be ex-
“ tirpated, or onght the palliative method
“ only to be followed when they cannot be
¢ refolved ?*’ and, upon the ‘whole, he con-
cludes againft their extirpation, except in
fuch as are of the occult kind, in young
healthy people, and that have been pro-
duced by bruifes or other external caufes.
In all other cafes, the Doéor obfervcs,
it thould be the patient’s earneft intreaty
only, after the danger of a relapfe has been
explained, that thould make a furgeon un-
dertake the operation.

That Dr Monro, from obfervmg the
difeafe return fo frequently, thould be of
this opinion, is not furprifing: And if no

better
3
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cancer ‘as' occurred to Dr Monro. From
the caufe to which I allude, a great pro-
portion of thefe would be of the worft
kind ; fo that we need not be furprifed ei-
ther at the bad fuccefs of the operations
that were advifed, or at the opinion which
the Doctor afterwards formed of them.

-~ While fuch unfavourable cafes as thefe
we have reprefented, would moft frequent-
ly occur to Dr Monro in private practice ;
thofe which he would meet with at the
Infirmary would, in general, be equally
bad. For, i every hofpital, it is com-
monly the worft cafes that are met with;
as, before applying for this kind of affift-
ance, private furgeons are ufually confult-
ed, who ‘genefal_ly retain the patient un-
der their own management, if the cafe

~does not appear to be defperate, or if any
reputation is likely to be got from an .ope-
ration: While, on the contrary, when the
difeafe is evidently inveterate, and when
an operation therefore would probably be
- attended with much rifk, the patient is
Aag : © always
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always fent to a public hofpital. So that
no fair judgment, from the refult of fuch
experience, in cancerous cafes efpecially,
can ever be formed, unlefs at the fame
time thefe different circumftances are pro-
perly conﬁdcred, and duc allqﬂyance made
for them,

This, in my oplmon, is the only Way
in which the great want of fuccefs which
attended the extirpation of cancers in the
courfe of Dr Monro’s experience, can be
accounted for; and it explains it, I think,
in a very fatlsfa&my manner ; So that
the only conclufion that can be drawn
from this part. of the Dodtor’s paper, is,
that there 1s httle cha,nce of fuccels
from extirpation in the more advanced
ftates of cancer; a circumftance which
qught, therefore, to. make us ‘advife the.
operation in the earhef’c {ftages of the dif-
eafe, when there is much reafon to think
that in general it would prove fuccefsful

Such expectations will probably, by
many, be confidered as too fanguine ; and,
they no doubt would be fo, if the fuccefs

' Whlch
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which in general attends the operation,
was all that could be attained: But its
proving, for the moft part, unfuccefsful,
thould by no means be imputed either to
the nature of the difeafe, or to the fault
of the remedy ; but entirely to its being,
in a great proportion of cafes, delayed
too long, till the {yftem has become fo
much - infeéted, that we fhould rather
wonder at the operation fucceeding fo
frequently, as even in the general courfe
of praétice it is found to do. .

This being a very important practical
queftion, I think it right, in fupport of the
opinion which I have given of it, to in-
troduce a fhort abftra@ from a late publi-
cation on cancers, by the late Mr James
Hill, an eminent furgeon in Dumfries,
who, in the courfe of an extenfive prac-
tice, had more experience in the treat-
ment of cancer, than often falls to the
thare of an individual. :

In the year 1772, the date of this pu-
blication, Mr Hill had - extirpated from
dlfferent parts of the body, elghty-elght

genuine
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genuine cancers, which were all ulcerated
except four ; and all the patients, except
two, recovered of the operation. -

Of the firft forty-five cafes, only one
proved unfuccefsful ; in three more, the
cancer broke out again in different parts;
and in a fifth there were threatenings of
fome tumors at a diftance from the ori-
ginal difeafe. Thefe tumors, however,
did not appear till three years after the
operation, and the woman was'carried off
by a fever before they had made any pro-
grefs. All the reft of the forty-five con-
tinued well as long as they lived; or are
fo, fays Mr Hill, at this day. One of them
furvived the operation above thirty years;
and fifteen were then alive, although the
laft of them was cured in March 1761.

Of the next thirty-three, one lived only
four months; and in five more the cancer
broke out afrefh, after having’ been once -
healed. The reafon why, out of forty-five

cafes, only four or five proved unfuccefs-
ful, and {ix out of thlrty~three, ‘was as

follows : i1
£ The
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“The extraordinary fuccefs I met with,’
continues our author, * made cancerous
patients refort to me from all corners of
the country, feveral of whom, after delay-
ing till there was little probability of a

cure by extirpation or any other means,
forced me to perform the operation con-
trary both to my judgment and inclina-
.tion.”’

Upon a furvey in April 1764, made with
a view to publication, the numbers ftood
thus: Total cured of different ages from
eighty downwards, ﬁxty-three 5 of whom
there ‘were then living, in all thu‘ty-mne.
In twenty- -eight of that number the ope-
ration had been perforr_ned‘more than two
years before, and in eleven it had been
done in the courfe of the two laft years.

- So that, upon the whole, after a courfe
of thirty years practice, thirty-nine of
fixty-three patients were alive and found;
"which gives Mr Hill occafion to obferve,
that the different patients lived as long
after the extirpation of the cancers, as,
according to the bills of mortality, they

would
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would have done, had they never had any
cancers, or undergone any-operation.

- The remaining twenty-five, which com-
pletes the eighty-eight, were cured fince
the year 1764. ‘Twenty-two of thefe had
been cured, at leaft, two years ; and fome
of them, it may be remarked, were {eventy
years, and one ninety years old.

In the year 1770, the fum of the whole
ftood thus : Of eighty-eight cancers, ex-
tirpated at leaft two years before ot
cured, two; broke out afrefh, nine; threat-
ened with a relapfe, one; in all twelve,
which is lefs than a feventh part of the
whole number. At that time there were
about forty patients alive and found,
whofe cancers had been extxrpated above
two years before. '

I have been the more particular in gi-
ving this account of Mr Hill’s fuccefs in
cafes of cancer, as it is the lateft, and per-
haps the moft confiderable, even in point
of number, that the pubhc was ever fa-
voured with: And I am the more readily

induced to it, from having affifted at many
of
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of the operations ; and from knowing that
no fallacy or miftake could occur in the
relation, Mr Hill having been {o exadt, as
to keep a regifter of every cafe of import-
ance that came under his management.

‘From thefe and other authentic fads,
which if neceflary might be adduced, of
the fuccefs attending the extirpation of
cancers, there is much reafon to conclude,
that the difeafe, in general, is local; and
that a general cancerous taint feldom, or
perhaps never; occurs, but in confequence
of the cancerous virus being abforbed from
fome local affection.

The particular nature of the cancerous
virus, I do not pretend to know ; nor will
it perhaps be ever difcovered: But it is
not unreafonable to {uppofe, that external
accidents merely, may produce fuch an
effe@ upon particular parts, as to induce
the formation of a matter, even as acrid as
that of cancers appears to be.

Thus we have daily ‘inftances of vitia-
ted fores producing very acrid matter,
which could not previoufly have exifted

in
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in the blood : And, if this is the cafe, why
may not fome peculiar affeétion of a part
~contribute to the formation of a cancer-
ous matter? ‘The one may be conceived
a priori, juft as probably to occur as the
other; and it does, I apprehend, as cer-
tainly do fo. ) :
The ordinary fituation ‘of cancers may,
in fome meafure too, account for the dif-
charge which they afford being even more
acrid and virulent than that of any other
kind of ulcer. For being in general feat-
ed in the glands, which are known, even
in more fimple affeCtions, never to pro-
duce good matter, it is not_nnprobab,le,
but, by fome peculiar irritation applied to _
a gland, that fuch a difpofition may be in-
duced in it, as to terminate in the forma- -
tion even of the cancerous matter 5 which
being allowed to remain, and abforption
to take place, the whole {yftem comes at
length to be as it were {aturated with 1t 5
and, thus, a general affe@ion, or what may
be termed the Cancerous Diathefis, is pro-
duced,
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duced, from what at firft was only a local
ulcer. . :

I have thus endeavoured to fhow, that
cancer may be produced by external ac-
cident merely, without having recourfe to
the fuppofition of any internal affetion.
But thofe who think that the latter always
previoufly takes place, allege that, ¢ Al-
though external violence fometimes appa-
rently excites cancer ;. yet that it would
never be produced in this manner, unlefs
a predifpofition fubfifted in the habit at
the fame time; and that, although cancers
from this caufe fucceed in fome inftances
to external accidents, yet that in moft in-
ftances they occur without the interven-
tion of any violence whatever.” '

That this is the cafe will not by any
praditioner be denied : But it may, how-
ever, be explained upon very different
principles from what it commonly has
been; and in a manner, too, that will ra-
ther tend to confirm the opinion of can-
cer being, in general, a local affection.

s d

.
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I have already obferved, that, in a great
proportion of cafes, the glands appear e-
- vidently to be the feat of the difeafe;
which renders it probable, that, in all,
they are the ﬂ‘part.s originally affected;
and that the neighbouring foft parts come
only to fuffer in confequence of their vi-
cinity to thefe: Or perhaps, in fome few
cafes, cancerous ulcers may break out in
parts not glandular, from the whole {y-
ftem being tainted by the abforption
of difeafed matter from the long con-
tinuance of a cancerous gland in any one
part. i : :

. This being the cafe, we may eafily con-
ceive how fingle glands may become af-
fected, without the intervention of any e-
vident external caufe: For the circula-
tion in the glands, being ecarried on by a
{et of veflels much more minute than thofe
with which other parts of the body are
fupplied, obftruéions will more readily
and eafily form in them; and a gland be-
ing once obfiructed, the ftimulus and irri-
tation which it excites, may, it is proba-
ble,






































































































































































































450  Obfervations on the Chap. V.

tion; yet, even where it has been pre-
vioufly exhibited in confiderable quanti-
tles, it does not prevent a mew infeGtion
from taking place: Of this I have met
with many inftances, and every practi-
tioner muft have done fo.

But again, although we were even cer-
tain, if a proper quantity of mercury was
thrown in, that no farther infe&ion could
take place from the introduéion of a lar-
ger portion of venereal matter; yet we
can never be fure that the medicine will
fo foon enter the circulation as to produce
this prophylactic effe¢t. For when we
confider how frequently praétitioners are
difappointed in attempting to introduce
a fufficient quantity of mercury, either
from the fault of the preparation, from
its running off by flool, from its flying
- too quickly to the mouth, or from fome
other caufe, no dependence, it is evident,
ought to be placed upon this.

Upon the whole, therefore, the cure of
chancres and of all venereal ulcers of the
fame kind, thould be haﬁened as much as

. poﬂiblel,



Bed. X.  iderond Ulber 451

 poflible, not. only by internal medicines,
but by the aid of external applications.

§ 2. 'Of the cure of the Penereal Ulcer.

I~ all cafes of chancre our obje& is to
deftroy the virus in the part to which it
has been applied, and to throw in fuch
a quantity of mercury as may prevent
the fyftem from being injured: In com-
~ mon practice cauftic is applied to chancres
as foon as they appear, fer the purpofe of
converting them as {peedily -as poffible
into the ftate of fimple fores; but I have
elfewhere endeavoured to fhew, that it
anfwers better to' give mercury for feve-
ral days before applying the casftic, as
the irritation produced by cauftic applied
to chancres before mercury is employed
has an evident influence in promoting the
abforption of the Viirus, and in thus pro-
ducing buboes *: After mercury has been

B ' glven
. *Vide a Treatife on Gororrhiea Virdlenta and Lues
Venerea, lately publifhed, in two volumes 8vo, in which

this as well as various other points relative to the vene-
real difeafe are more fully confidered. :
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Two different modes are employed for
throwing mercury into the fyftem ; the
one by the mouth, and the other by intro-
ducing it through the “abforbents on the
fkin by means of friction: But, as the firft
of thefe is liable .to many inconveniencies
- which do not attend the other, the latter
thould in general be preferred. When
the firft editions of this work were print-
ed, I entertained a different opinion upon
- this point, but I think it fair to acknow-
ledge, that more extenfive experience has
convinced me, that I was wrong, and
that the beft method of ufing mercu-
ry is in the form of unction, by which we
for the moft part avoid,. that ficknefs at
ftomach, pains in the bowels, and violent
purging, which mercury, given by the
mouth, is very apt to induce, and by which
the conftitution is often greatly injured.

Occafionally, however, we are under
the neceflity of giving mercury by the
- mouth: In fuch inftances thefe prepara-
tions {hould be preferred that we obtain

Pig from
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that our practice in {yphilis would prove
much more certain, were we in every in-
ftance, and particularly in all {ymptoms.
~of long continuance, to give as much
mercury as the patient can with fafe-
ty bear: In the treatlfe to which I have
~already referred, I have endeavoured to
thew, that it is’ not upon the long conti-
nuance of a courfe of mercury that we
ought to depend, but upon the quantity
of the medicine thrown into the {yftem in
a fhort {pace of time: An alterative courfe
as it is termed, in which mercury is given
only fo far as to render the gums flightly
fore, will frequently prove effe¢tual in re-
cent cafes, but even in thefe, it often fails,
with whatever care it may be conducted,
and in thofe of long duration, no depen-
dence thould be placed upon it.
- The quantity of mercury to be given,
and the time to which the courfe thould be
carried, are circumitances to be chiefly
determined by the effects of the medicine,
and muft ultimately reft on the judgment
Ffy of
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Among other {fymptoms of {curvy enu-
merated by Dr Lind in his ingenious
treatife on this fubject, the ulcers which
are fo common in that difeafe, are particu-
larly defcribed ; and as he gives a very
clear and diftin& idea of them, I fhall
here tranfcribe verbatim the Doctor’s de-
{cription of them. :

“ The diftinguithing characeriftics of
{corbutic ulcer are as follows : They afford

no good digeftion ; but a thin fetid {anious
 ftuff, mixed with blood ; which at length
has the true appearance of coagulated gore
lying caked on the furface of the ulcer,

and is with great difficulty wiped off or

{eparated from the parts below. : .
. The flelh underneath thefe floughs
feels to the probe foft or fpongy, and is
very putrid. No detergents or efcharotics
are here of any fervice ; for though fuch
floughs be with great pains taken away,
they are found again at next dreffing, where
the fame {anguinious putrid appearance al-
ways prefents itfelf : Their edges are gene-
rally of a livid colour, and puffed up with
: excrefcences
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In the Royal Inﬁrmary of this place,
fores of this kind are frequently met
with, accompanied fometimes with the
moft characeriftic fymptoms of fcurvy,
foft fpungy gums. In the worft cafes,
however, that I ever met with here, th‘ere’.
never was the appearance of fuch a high
degree of putrefcency in'the {yftem ds we
are told happens frequently in long Voy-
ages at fea.

The reafon of this may be, that fuch
complaints of the fcorbutic kind as occur
in this country, appear generally among the
loweft clafs of people; and proceed rather
from the want of a fufficient fupply of food,
than from confinement to any that can be
confidered as particularly feptic, or as
predifpofing to fcurvy

In fuch patients, the putrid dlatheﬁs
{eldom ever prevails to fircch a degree as to
produce ulcers in parts previoufly fodnd ;
but it never fails to thow itfelf in uloexs
either already formied, or in fuch wounds
as happen to be inflid%ed while this flate
of the fluids fubfifts. Indeed, many of

the
I
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the ulcers upon the legs, and other parts of
our poor pé¢ople, frequently partake, more
or lefs, of the real fcorbutic difpofition;
as is evident both from their appearances,
caufes, and particularly from the method
of cure; a good nourithing diet contri-
buting more towards a cure, than all the
.applications we ufnally employ.

The immediate or proximate caufe; of
thefe ulcers, as well as of every other
- {corbutic fymptom, may be referred to a
certain degree of putrefcency in the
fluids; which again may be induced by
a variety of caufes, but of which the
moft material are, living conftantly upon
falt provifions; a total want of vege-
tables ; with expofure to a cold moift at-
- mofphere. Many other exciting caufes
~of fcurvy might be mentioned; but as
this ‘would lead to a more extenfive dif-
cuflion of the fubje& than is here intend-
ed, for farther information, Dr Lind, Sir
John Pringle, Huxham, and other authors
- who treat more direétly on the fubjeé’_t,_'
may be confulted.

§ 2.
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other exciting caufes of the difeafe, ‘very
‘commonly effet a cure of every fcorbu-
tic fymptom, and, among others, of thefe
ulcers ; the beft external applications for
which, are, antifeptics of the moft power-
ful kinds. Lind recommends Unguentum
Agyptiacum and Mel Rofarum acidulated
with Spiritus Vitrioli. :

Thefe in general are the remedies which
prove moft effetual, and which are com-
monly employed in very bad cafes of
{fcurvy ; but in the putrid ulcers moft fre-
quent in this country, the feptic ftate of
the fluids, as I have obferved above, fel-
dom advances to fuch a high degree, as to
render it particularly neceflary to confine
patients to what may properly be called
an antifcorbutic courfe. i i)

The common malignant or {corbutic ul-
cer of this climate proceeding more fre-
quently from -a real deficiency of food, °
than from any other circumftance, putting
the patients by degrees upon a full allow-
ance, with a daily, though moderate, pro-

Vor. II. Gg - portion
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pbrtidn of generous wine, has always a
~ powerful influence on their recovery.
This, I muft obferve, is a-point of more
importance in the cure of thefe ulc‘ers
than is commonly imagined, and the at-
tention of practitioners fhould be more
dire@ted towards it thanwe generally find it
tobe. Inftead of prefcribing medicines for
the cure of ulcers of this defcription, much:
more advantage would be derived from a
nourithing diet, and efpecially when to
this is con]omed a moderate proportion of
wine, or, what I have frequently imagined
has anfwered better, a proper allowance of
porter or ftrong beer.. The foul old ul-
cers of poor people in every country, are
moft frequently induced by indigence, and
are kept up by areal want of nourifhment..
In all fuch cafes, therefore, the pracice -
of hofpitals would probably prove more
beneficial, by laying the ufe of internak
medicines almoft totally afide; and em-
ploying the favings thus produced, in fur-
nithing fuch a diet as I have ventured to:
fuggeft, -
: Peruvian
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" Peruvidn bark, however; is a remedy
“which; in ulcers of this kind, proves fre-
quently ufeful ; it commonly indeed proves
more ferviceable here than in any other
variéty of ulcer: When given in futh-
cient dofés,‘ a ‘ci'rc':iimﬁanée to be entirely
détermined by the ftate of the ftomach; it
feldom fails of producing in the courfe of
a few days, a confiderable change for the
better; In the fcorbutic ulcérs indeed of
this country, the bark is almoft the only
internal medlcme I have ever foutd ne-
cetArys ol 5l o b
‘With refpe& to the ufe of mercury
in.this kind of fore, it -ought to*be
kept in view, that in ulcers really fcorbu-
tic, inftead of acting as a remedy, if gi-
ven in any‘conﬁderableiquanti'ty', itproves
always hurtful:  Lind; from a great -deal
of experience; fays, with refpect ta this
point, “ Mercury, in a truly {corbutic
“ ulcer, isthe moft pernicious medicine
“ that can be ufed *.”” * So that a proper
diftinction between fores of this nature,
1'Gglz 16 |7 verd
* Vlde Treatife on the Scurvy, Part IL. chap. 11.
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and the feveral varieties of herpes or
eruptive difeafes commonly termed Scor-
butic, appears in the method of cure to

be a matter of no fmall importance :
In the latter, mercury may hot only be
given with impunity, but in fome inftan-
ces with much advantage ; whereas, in the
former, this can never be done but with
much hazard. : 3 :
Peruvian bark, as an external applica-
tion, too, anfwers exceedingly well in thefe
ulcers 3 pledgits dipped in a ftrong decoe-
tion of bark, and applied to the fores, have
generally a confiderable effe& in corred-
ing the fetor and putrefcency of the dif-
charge : But the beft application for this
purpofe is the carrot poultice, which
when conjoined with the intermal ufe of
bark, ‘and a proper regimen, in the courfe
of a fhort time, generally corred&s the pu-
trefcency which prevails, fo effeGtually,
that the fores being dreffed for a few days
longer with pledgits of bafilicon and red
precipitate, with a view to procure the re-
moval of any floughs that remain, a cure
is
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is afterwards commonly eafily obtained,
merely by attending to the dire@ions for-
merly pointed out for the management of
ulcers in general, and particularly to the
introduétion of an iffue, along with mode-
rate compreflion with a roller.

What has hitherto been faid with regard
to the treatment of {corbutic ulcers, ap-
 plies, in a great meafure, with equal force
to all fores connected with a putrefcent
ftate of the fluids, from whatever caufe
this may have arifen. Thus, thofe ulcers
that remain after critical abfcefles fuc-
ceeding to putrid fevers, require the {fame
general method of treatment: And the
fame will probably prove moft effectual
in thofe which fucceed to the plague; but
as we have no opportunities of {eeing the
plague in this country, I cannot from ex-
é;)erienée venture to aflert it.

Gg3 ok
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affe& the conglobate glands of the neck;
_but, in procefs of time, it attacks the cellu-
iar fubftance, ligaments of the joints, and
. even the bones. ’ :
In fcrophula, the fwellings are much
- more moveable than thofe of the fcirrhous
kind; they are generally fofter, and feldom
- attended with much pain: They are tedi-
ous in coming to fuppuration: In fome
inftances they difappear in one part, and
again form in other parts of the body. I
may likewife ‘mention, as characteriftic
circumitances of this difeafe, a fine foft
fkin, a kind of ‘fulnefs of the face, with
generally large.eyes, and a very delicate
“complexion, |
Scrophulous ulcers feldom yield a good
difcharge ; affording, upon their firft ap-
pearance, a vifcid, glairy, and fometimes
a whitith curdled matter, that afterwards
changes into a more thin watery {anies.
Their edges are frequently, though not
always, painful ; and are conftantly much
‘yaifed or tumefied. As long as the fcro-
phulous diathefis fubfifts, thefe ulcers of-
Gga A



472 Obfervations on the Chap. V.

ten remain for a great length of time,
without thowing any difpofition either to
hedl or to turn worfe; at other times they
heal quickly, and again break out in fome
other part of the body.

A variety of caufes have been mention-
ed as tending to produce {crophula ; name-
ly, a crude indigeftible food ; bad water ;
living in damp fituations ; the difeafe be-
ing hereditary, and in fome countries en-
demic. : : :

Many other caufes have been enume-
rated by a thors; but thefe we cannot pro-
~pofe to confider at prefent: This, how-
ever, may be obferved, -that whatever
may, in different circumftances, be the ex-
citing, or predifpofing caufes of fcrophu-
la, the difeafe itfelf either depends upon,
or is at leaft much conneéted with, a de-
bility of the conflitution in general, and
probably of the lymphatic f{yftem in par-
ticular ; for it very commonly at firft ap-
pears in the conglobate or lymphatic
glands: And that debility has at leaft a
confiderable influence in producing it, is

: probable,
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probable, not only from the evident na-
ture of many of the caufes which appear
to give rife to fcrophula, but from fuch
remedies as prove moft ferviceable in the
cure, which are all of the tonic invigo-
rating kind.

§ 2. Of the Cure of the Scrophulous Ulcer.

IT was long fuppofed, that fcrophula
depended upon an acid acrimony of the
fluids ; and this, it is probable, gave rife to
the ufe of burnt fponge, different kinds of |
foap, and other alkaline fubftances, as be-
ing the beft corretors of acidity. But al-
though a fournefs of the ftomach and pri-
me vie is a frequent fymptom in {crophu-
la; yet this ought not to be imputed to a
general acefcency of the fluids, but mere-
ly to that relaxation which fo univerfally -
prevails in this difeafe.

Nor is it probable, that acrimony of
any kind occurs in {crophula, of which we
have a proof in the long continuance. of

matter



474 Obfervations on the Chap. v,

matter colleted in the different fwellings
which take place in this difeafe, without
occaﬁonmg either much pain, or thowing
any tendency to corrode the furrounding
parts 3 there being many inftances of thefe
colle@ions fubfifting, even for years, with-
out exciting uneafinefs : And in fact, the
feveral remedies recommended for cor-
recting the acrimony fuppofed to exift in
{crophula, never have, at leaft {o far as I
have feen, any influence in the cure.
'Gentle mercurials and cicuta have fome-
times appeared to prove ufeful, as refol-
vents, in {crophulous fwellings; but no-
thing has fuch influence as a frequent and
copious ufe of Peruvian bark, conjoined
with fea bathing. Chalybeate and {fulphu-
reous waters, too, have frequently proved
{erviceable in fcrophula ; and a long con-
‘tinued ufe of mild apérients of the faline
kind has likewife had fome influence in
refolving the tumor. Moderate exercife
proves always ufeful, particularly in dry

air, and in a moderate climate. - LU

ae
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_Till the fcrophulous diathefis is eradica-
ted, no permanent cure of the ulcers can
be looked for, and all that thould be done
to the fores, is to give a free vent to the
matter, fo as to prevent effectually the
formatlon of finufes. :

The beft applications for common ufe
in fcrophulous ulcers, are the different fa-
turnine preparations : Of which the wate-
ry folution of Saccharam Saturni, Acetum
lythargyri duly diluted, Goulard’s Cerate,
and Unguentum Saturninum, are to be pre-
ferred ; for they tend to prevent the {pread-
ing of fcrophulous fores, which otherwife
is apt to happen, and to remove that inflam-
matory complexion which they fo fre-
quently put on when relaxmg applications
are long continued. ;

When the granulations become fungous,
as often happens in {fcrophulous ulcers, any
ointment we employ fhould be ftrongly
impregnated with red precipitate, and in
fome cafes, it even becomes neceflary to
apply more ,pé)wertul efcharotics, fuch as

calcined

>
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calcined allum, either by itfelf, or mixed
with red precipitate, finely levigated.

In fome inftances Icrophulous fores
prove more obftinate than ufual, and at the
fame time the granulations cannot be kept
down, from one or more of the contigu-
ous bones being carious. In this cafe, no
cure can be expected till the difeafed parts
of the bone are thrown off, which fome-
times happens when the middle parts of
the large bones are affected, but never
when the difeafe extends to the joints.—
When the bones of a joint are difeafed, our
only refource is to amputate the member,
a practice feldom adopted in fcrophulous
conftitutions, from a dread of the difeafe
returning in fome other part of the body;
but I have elfewhere endeavoured to thew,
that in various inftances, it may be pro-
per to deviate from this, as I have often
done with the moft obvious advantage.

In the cure of fcrophulous ulcers, tonics-
of every kind prove ufeful : Peruvian
bark, of which I have already made men-
tion, fhould be continued, together with

fea
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{ea bathing, and an invigorating diet: Of
late, a preparation of Terra ponderofa
has alfo been ufed as a tonic : I am at pre-
fent giving it in upwards of thirty cafes ;
in fome with many appearances of fuccefs,
but I have not yet given it {fuch a com-
plete trial, as to be able to fpeak of it de-
cifively. _

In long continued fcrophulous ulcers
iffues prove always ufeful, and the preffure
which we derive from a proper applica-
tion of the, laced ftecking, or of a fpiral
roller, is often one of the moft ufeful re-
medies we can employ : It prevents thofe
fungous granulations, to which ulcers con-
nected with {crophula are particularly
liable, and by which alone a cure is often
prevented, which otherwife would take

place.

‘
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