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Or THe Menorruacia, 
OR THE 

IMMODERATE FLow oF THE MeNszS. 

DCCCCLXVI. 

Bee difcharged from the vagina — 
may proceed from differens fources 

in the internal parts: but I here mean 

Vox. IL. B to
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to treat of thofe difcharges only, in which 

the blood “may ke prefumed to flow from 

the fame fources that the menfés in their 

natural {tate proceed from; and which dif- 

charges alone, are thofe properly compre- 

hended under the prefent title. The title 

of Metrorrhagia, or bemorrhagia uteri, might - 

comprehend a great deal more. 

DcCCCLXVIL 

The menotrhagia may be confidered as 

of two kinds; either as it happens to preg- 

nant and lying-in women, or as it happens 

to women neither pregnant nor having 

recently born children. The firft kind, as 

connected with the circumftances of preg- 

nancy and child-bearing (which are not 

to be treated of in the prefent courfe), I 

am not to confider here, but fhall confine 

myfelf to the fecond kind of menorrhagia 

only. 

DCCCCLXVUI.
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DCCCCLXVHI. * 

The flow of the menfes is confidered as 

aimmoderate, when it recurs more fre- 

quently, when it continues longer, or 

when during the ordinary continuance it 

is more abundant than jis ufual with the 

fame perfon at other times. 4 
க்‌ 

DCCECLXIX, 2 
2 

2 

_ As the moft part of women are liable to 

fome inequality with refpeé to the period, 

the duration, and the quantity of their 

menfes; fo it is mot every inequality in 

thefe refpects that is to be confidered as a 

difeafe ; but only thofe deviations, which 

are exceflive in degree, which are perma- 

nent, and which induce a manifeft ftate of 

debility. ்‌ 

ந 2 DCCCCLXX,
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© PCCCELXK: ~ 
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The circumftances .(DCCCCLXVIHE. 

DCCCCLXIX.) are: thofe which chiefly 

conftitute the menorrhagia: but it is pro- 

per to obferve, that although I allow the 

frequency, duration, and quantity of the 

menfes to he judged of by what is ufual 

with the fame individual ac other times ; 

yet there is, in chefe particulars, fo much 

uniformity obiervable in the whole of the 

fex, that in any individual in whom there 

occurs a confiderable deviation from the 

common meatfure, fach a deviation, if con- 

ftantly recurring, may be confidered as at 

leaft approaching; to,a morbid ftate, and as 

requiring moft of the precautions which I 

fhall hereafter mention as neceflary to be 

attended to by thofe who are actually in 

_fuch a ftate. 

உ ஓ 
ex 

‘ DCCCCLXXEP.
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However we may determine with refped 

to the circumftances DCCCCLXVIII. 

DCCCCLHIX. it muft till be allowed, 

that the immoderate flow of the menfes is 

efpecially to be determined by thofe fymp- 

toms affecting other functions‘of the body, 

which accompany and follow the difcharge. 

When a larger flow than ufual of the 

menfes has been preceded by-headach, gid- 

dinefs, or dyfpnoea, and has been ufhered 

in by acold ftage, and is attended with 

‘much pain-of the back and loins, with a 

frequent pulfe, heat and thirft, it may then 

be confidered as preternaturally large. 

DCCCCLKXU. 

When, in confequence of the circum- 

. ftances DCCCCLKVIIL—DCCGCLXXI, 

and the repetition of thefe, the face be- 

B3 comes
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comes pale; the pulfe grows wee: an un- 

ufual debility i is felt in exercife ; ; the brea- 

thing is hurried by: moderate exercife ; 
when, alfo, the back becomes pained from 

any continuance in an ere&t pofture; when 

the extremities become frequently cold ; 
‘and when in the evening the feet appear 

affected with oedematous {welling ; we may 

from thefe fymptoms certuinly conclude, 

that the flow of the menfes has been im= 

moderate, ana has already induced a கொட்‌ 

gerous ftate of Pane 

DCCCCLXXIII. 

The debility thus induced, does ofter 

difcover itfelf alfo by affections of the fto- 

mach, as anorexia and other fymptoms of 

dyfpepfia ; by a palpitation of the heart, 

_and frequent faintings ; by a weaknefs of 

“mind diable to {trong emotions from flight . 

caufes, efpecially when fuddenly prefented. 

DCCCCLXXIV.
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 DECECLEXIV. , 

“That flow of the vent, which i is at 

tended with barrennefs i in married women, 

may be generally confidered as immode- 

rate and morbid. 
.. 

2 ்‌ 

DCCCCLEXV. . 
® 

Generally, alfo, that flow of the men- 

fes may be confidered a» immoderate, 

which is preceded and followed by a leu- 

0011710008, 

~ DBCCCCLXXVIL. 

I treat of menorrhagia here as an active 

hemorrhagy, becaufe I confider menftrua- 

tion, in its natural ftate, to. be always of: 

that kind ; and although there fhould be 

cafes of menorrhagia which might! be con= 

fidered as purely paflive, it appears tombe 

்‌ நர that 
ர்‌



  

that they cannot be fo properly, treated of 
in any. other place. 

DCCCCLEXVIL 
1. * இ 

usvaenan tania ( DCCCCLEVIUL. et feq.) 

has for its proximate caufe, either the he- 

morrhagic effort of the uterine veffels pre- 

ternaturally increafed, or.a preternatural 

laxity of the extremities of the uterine ar- 

teries, the hemorrhagic effort remaining ag 

in the natural ftate. 

DCCCCLXXVIII. 

The remote caufes of the menorrhagia 

may be, 1/, Thofe which increafe the ple- 

thoric ftate of the uterine veflels; fuch as 

a full and nourifhing diet, much ftrong 

_ liquor, and frequent intoxication. 224, 

௦1 which determine the ee 3 more 

copioufly and forcibly into the uterine vef- 

fels ;
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fels ; as violent ftraining’ of the whole bo- 
dy; violent fhocks of the hole Body from 
falls ;! violent ftrokes or contufions on the 
lower belly; violent exercife, particularly 
in dancing ; and violent paffions of the 

mind. சந்‌) Thofe which particularly ir- 

ritate the veflels of the பவட “as excefs in 

venery ; the exercife of ரர ளக the time 

of menftruation; a coftive habit, giving 

occafion to violent {training at ftool; and 

cold applied to the feet. »4thly, Thofe 

which have forcibly overftrained the extre- 
mities of the uterine veflels; as frequent 
abortions ; frequent child-bearing without 
nurfing; and difficult tedious labours, Or, 

laftly, Thofe which induce a general laxity ; 

as living much in warm chambers, and 

drinking much of warm enervating ‘li- 

quors, fuch as tea and coffee. 

-DCCCELKXIX,
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DCCCCLXXIX. « 

The effects of the menorrhagia are point- 

ed out in DCCCCLXXII. DCCCCLXXIII 
where I have mentioned the feveral fymp- 

toms accompanying the difeafe; and from 

thefe the confequences to be apprehended 

will alfo readily appear, 

௩ 

DUCCCCEXXX. டக 

The treatnient and cure of the menor= 

rhagia muft be different, according to the 

different caufes of the difeafe. 

In all cafes, the firft attention ought to 

be given to avoiding the remote caufes, 

whenever that can be done; and by that 

means the difeafe may be often entirely a- 

voided. | 

When the remote caufes cannot be a- 

voided, pr when the avoiding them has 

been negleGted, and therefore a copious 

ஆ men-=
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menftruation has comé on, it fhould be 

moderated as much as poffible, by abftain- 

ing from ali exercife, either at the coming 

on or during the continuance:of the men- 

{truation ;_ by. avoiding even an erect po- 

{ture as much as poffible; by fhunning 

external heat, and therefore warm cham- 

bers:and foft beds; by ufing,a light and 

cool diet; by taking cold drink, at leaft as 

far as former habits will allow; by avoid- 

ing venery; by obviating coftivenefs, or 

removing it by laxatives tHat give little 

ftimulus. 

The fex are commonly negligent, either 

in avoiding the remote caufés, or in mode= 

‘rating the firft beginnings of this difeafe. 

‘It is by fuch neglect that it fo frequently 

becomes violent, and of difficult cure; and 

the frequent repetition of a copious men- 

{ftruation, may be confidered as a caufe of 

great laxity in the extreme veflels of the 
௨௮ 

uterus. 

DCCCCLAXXI,
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‘DCCCCLEXXL “” 
> ‘When the coming on of the menftrna~ 

tion has been preceded by fome diforder 
in other parts of the body; and is accom- 

panied with‘pains of the back, refembling 

parturient pains, together with febrile 

fymptoms, and when at the fame time the 

flow feems to be copious, then a bleeding 

at the arm may be proper, but it’ is not 

often neceflary ; and it will in moft cafes 

be fufficient'to employ, with great’ atten- 

tion and diligence, thofe means for mode- 

rating the difcharge which have been men- 

tioned in the laft paragraph. 

« DCCCCLXXXII. 

When the immoderate flow of the men- 

fes fhall feem to be owing to a laxity of the 

veflels of the uterus, as may be concluded 

from the general debility and laxity of 
the
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the perfon’s habit; from the remote 
caufes that have occafjoned the difeafe 
(DCCCCLXXVIILI.); from the abfence of 
thefymptoms which denote increafeda@tion 
in the veflels of the uterus (DCCCCLXXI.); 
from the frequent. recurrence of the dif- 

eafe ; and particularly from this, that in 

the intervals of menftruation the perfon is 

liable to aleucerrhoea; then in fuch café 

the difeafe is to be treated, not only by 

employing all the means mentioned in 

DCCCCLXXX, for moderating the hes 

morrhagy,’ but alfo by avoiding all irri 

tation, every irritation having the greater 

effet in proportion as the véffels have been 

more lax and yielding. If, in fuch a cafe 

of laxity, it fhallappear that fome degree of 

irritation concurs, opiates may be employed 

to moderate the difcharge ; but in ufing 

thefe, much caution is requifite. 

. If, notwithftanding: thefe meafpres ha= 
ச ப 3 ving
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ving been taken, the difcharge fhall prove 

very large, aftringents, both external and 

internal, may be employed. In fuch cafes, 

may {mall dofes of emetics be of fervice ? 

DCCCCLXXXIMI. 

When the menorrhagia depends on the 

laxity of the uterine veflels; it will be pro- 

per, in the intervals of menftruation, to 

employ tonié remedies; as cold bathing 

and chalybeates. The exercifes of gefta- 

tion, alfo, may be very ufeful, both for 

f{trengthening the whole fyftem, and for 

taking off the determination of the blood to 

the internal parts. 

DCCCCLXXXIV. 

The remedies mentioned in thefe two laf 

paragraphs, may be employed in all cafes 

of
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of menorrhagia, from ‘whatever caufe it 
may have proceeded, if the difeafe fhall 
have already induced a confiderable degree 
of debility in the body. | 

CHAP.
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Or THE LevcorruogzA, Fruor Asus, 

oR WHITES. : 

DCCCCLXXXV. 

BU' Very ferous or puriform difchargé 

from the vagina, may be, and has 

been, comprehended under one or other of 

the appellations 1 have prefixed to this 

chapter. Such difcharges, however,.may 

be various; and may proceed from various 

« fources, not yet well afcertained: but I 

confine myfelf here to treat of that dif- 

2 chargs
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charge alone which may «be prefumed to 
prqceed from the fame, veffels, which in 
their natural {tate, pour out the nienfes: 

DCCCCLXXXVI. 

I contlude a difcharge from the vagind 
to be of this kirid; 1, From its happening’ 

to women whowre fubje& to an imimode- 

rate flow of the megfes, antl liable to this 

from caufes weakening the teffels of the 

uterus. 2. From its appearing chiefly; 

and often: only, a little before, as well as 

immediately after; the flow of the menfes, 

3. From the flow of the menfes being di- 

minifhed, in proportion as the leucorrhoea 

‘is increafed. 4. From the leucorrhcea con- 

tinuing after the menfes have entirely cea- 

fed, and with fome appearance. of: its ob- 

ferving a pefiodical recurrence. §. From 

the leucorrhoea being accom paniedavith the 

effects of the menorrhagia (DCCCCLXXII. 

Vou. -. > வ DCCCCLXXIIL)
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0௦௦0௦22111) 6 From the difcharge 

having been neither preceded by, nor ac+ 

companied with, fymptoms of any topical 

affeGtions of the uterus. 7. From the leu~ 

corrhcea not having appeared foon after 

communication with a perfon who might 

be fufpected of communicating infection, 

and from the firft appearance of the difeafe 

not being accompanied with any inflam- 

matory: affeGticn of the pudenda. | 

ட்‌ 

DCCCCLXXXVIL 

The appearance of the matter difcharged 

in the leucorrhoea, is very various with re- 

{pect to confiftence and colour ; but from 

thefe appearances, it is not always poflible 

to determine concerning its nature, or the 

particular fource from whence it proceeds. 

OT ale _ DCCCCLXXXVIE:
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DCCCCLXEXVIII, ம்‌ 

“The leucorrheea; of which I.am to treat, 

as afcertained by the feveral circumftances 

DCCCCLXX XVI. feems to proceed from the 

fame caufes as that fpecies of menorrhagia 

which I fuppofe to arife frgm the laxity of 

the extreme veffels of the uterus. It ac- 

cordingly ofte follows of accompanies 

fuch a menorrhagia » but though the leu- 

corrhoea depends chiefly upon the laxity 

mentioned, it may have proceeded from 

irritations inducing that laxity, and feems 

to be always increafed by any irritations 

applied to the uterus. 

DCCCCLEXXIX. 2 

Some authors have alleged, that a va- 

riety of circumftances in other parts of the 

body may have a fhare in bringing on and 

in contiiiuing this affection of the uterus 

C2 now
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now under confideration: but I cannot 

difcover thé reahty of thofe caufes; and it 

feems to me, that this leucorrhoea, except- 

ing in fo far as it depends upon a general 

debility of the fyftem, is always primarily 

an affection of the uterus; and the affec- 

tions of other parts of the body which may 
happen tq accompany it, are for the moft 

part to be confidered as effets, rather than 
ட @..; 

as caufes, ௦ 
6 

x 

ட 6 

100000. 

The effects of the leucortheea are much: 
the fame with thofe of menorrhagia; in+ 
ducing a general debility; and, in particu- 
Jar, a debility in the fun@tions of the fto= 
mach. If, however, the leacorrhcea be 
moderate, and be net accompanied with 
any confiderable degree of meénofrrhagia; 

it mey often continue long without in- 
ducing any great degree of debility, and 

6
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it is only when the difcharge has, been very 
copious as well as conftant, thavits effects 
in that way are very remarkable, 

DCCCCXCI. 

But, even when its effects upon the whole 

body are not very confiderable, it may ftill * 

be fuppofed to*weaken the genital fyltem; 

and it feems fufficiently probable that.this 

difcharge may often have a thare An occa 

fioning barrennefs. 

000011. 

The matter difcharged in the leucor- 

rhoea, is at firft generally mild; but after 

fome continuance of the difeafe, it fome- . 

times becomes acrid; and by irritating, or 

perhaps eroding, the furfaces over which , 

C3 =. it
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it paffes, induces various painful difors 

ders. : S54 : 2 

DCCCCXCIIL. 

As I have fuppofed that the leucorrhcea 

proceeds from the fame caufes as that fpe- 

cies of merorrhagia which is chiefly owing 

to a laxity of the uterine vetfels, it muft be 

treated,and the cure attempted, by the fame. 

means ae delivered in DCCCCLX XXII. for 

the cure of menorrhagia, and with lefs 

referve in refpet of the ufe of aftrin= 

gents. 

DCCCCXCIV. 

_ As the leucorrhoea generally depends 

upon a great lofs of tone in the veffels of 

the uterus, the difeafe has been relieved, 

and fémetimes cured, by certain ftimulant 

medicines, which are commonly determi-. 

ned
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ned to thes urinary paflages, ang from the 

vieinity of thefe are often communicated 

to the uterus. Such, for example, are can- 

tharides, turpentine, and other balfams of 

a fimilar nature, 

C4 CHAP.
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Or THE AMENORRHOEA, OR INTERRUP= 

TION OF THE MENSTRUAL FLUX. 
வ்‌ ட ழு 3 2 ச pid ee gig. SAN bE ow Si i Ne Bs 
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ட 

DCCCCXCY. 

[HATeEveER, ina fyftem of metho- 

dical nofology, may be the fittett 

iit for the atnenorrhoea, it cannot be 

improper to treat of it here as an object 

~ of practice, immediately after having con- 

fidered the menorrhagia. 

DCCCCXCVI,
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The interruption of the menftrual flux 

is to be confidered as of two different 

kinds; the one being when the menfes do 

not begin to flow at that period of life at 

which they ufually appear,; and the other 

being that when, after they have repeatedly 

taken place for*fome time, they do, from 

‘other caufes than cenceptidn, ceafe to re- 

gurn at their ufual periods: The former of 

thefe cafes is named the retention, and the 

latter the /upprefion, of the menfes. 

DCCCCKCVIL. 

As the flowing of the menfes depends 

upon the force of the uterine arteries im- 

pelling the blood into their extremities, 
and opening thefe fo as to pour out red 

blood ; fo the interruption of tke men- 

(trual flux muft depend, either upon the 

Migs | : want
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want of due force in the action of the utes 
rine arteries, or upon fome preternatural 
refiftance in their extremities. -The for- 
mer I fuppofe to be the. moft ufual caufe 
ef retention, the latter the moft common 

caufe of fuppreflion; and of each of thefe 
I fhall now treat more particularly. 

ம்‌ 

* — pecccxcviil. 
ல w 

~ ‘The retention of the menfes, the emanjio 

menfium of Latin writers; is not to be con- 

fidered as a difeafe merely from the men- 

fes not flowing at that period which is 

ufual with moft other women. This pe- 

riod is fo different in different women, 

that no time can be precifely affigned as 
proper to the fex in general. In this cli- 

mate, the menfes ufually appear about the 

age of fourteen: but in many they appear 
“more garly, and in many not till the fix- 

teenth year: in which laft cafe it is often 

. with-
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without any diforder being thereby occa= 

fioned. It is not therefere from the age 

of the perfon that the’ retention is to be 

confidered:as a difeafe; and it is only to 

be confidered. as fuch, when, about the 

time the menfes ufually appear, fome dif- 

orders arife in other parts of the body 

which may be imputed to their retention; 

being fuch as, when arifing at this period, 

are known from experience’ to be removed, 

by the flowing of the menfes. 

DCCCCXCIX. 

Thefe diforders are, a fluggifhnefs, and 

frequent fenfe of laffirude and debility, 

with various fymptoms of dyfpepfia ; and 

fometimes with a preternatural appetite. 

At the fame time the face lofes its vivid 

colour, becomes pale, and: fometimes of-a 

yellowifh hue; the whole body Secomes 

pale and flaccid; and the feet, and perhaps » 

alfo
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alfo a great part of the body,become af-= 

fected with oedematous fwelling. The 

breathing is hurried by any quick or la- 

borious motion of the body, and the heart 

is liable to palpitation and fyncope. A 

headach fometimes occurs; but more 

certainly pains, of the back, loins, and 

haunches, 

ட அளவற்ற 

Thefe fymptoms, when occurring in 8 

high degree, conftitute the chlorofis of au- 

thors, hardly ever appearing feparate from 

the retention of the menfes ; and, attend- 

ing to thefe fymptoms, the canfe of this 

yetention may, | think, be perceived. 

Thefe fymptoms manifeftly fhow a con- 

fiderable laxity and flaccidity of the whole 

fyftem; and therefore give reafon to con- 

clude, <uat the retention of the menfes ac- 

companying them, is owing to a weaker 

த action
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action of the veffels of the uterus; which 

therefore do not impel the blooddnto their 

extremities with a force fufficient to open 

thefe, and pour out blood by them. 

MI. 
a ee | 

How it happens that at a certain period 

of life a flaccidity of thefyftem arifes in 

young women not qriginally affected with 

any fuch weaknefs or laxity?and of which 

but a little time before, they had given no 

indication, may be difficult to explain; but 

I would attempt it in this way. - 

As a certain ftate of the ovaria in fe- 

males, prepares and difpofes them to the 

exercife of venery, about the very period at 

which the menfes firft appear, it is to be 

prefumed that the ftate of thé ovaria and 

that of the uterine veflels are in fome mea- 

fure connected together ; and as generally 

fymptoms of a change in the ftate of thé 

former
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former appear before thofe of the latter; 

it may be inferged, that the ftate of ghe 
ovaria has a great fhare in exciting the ac 

tion of the uterine veflels, and producing 

the menftrual flux. But, analogous to what | 

happens in the male fex, it may be pre- 

fumed, that in. females a certain ftate of 

the genitals is neceflary to give tone and 

tenfion to the whole fyftem; and there= 

fore thar, if the ftimulus arifing from the - 

genitals be wanting, the whole fyftem may 

fall into a torpid and flaccid ftate, and from 

thence the chlorofis and retention of thé 

menfes may arife. | 

MIL. 

௦ ச 

\t appears to me, therefore, that the re¢ 

tention of the menfes is to be referred toa 

certain {tate or affection of the ovaria: but 

what is precifely the nature of this affec- 

tion, or what are the caufes of it, I will 

not
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not pretend to explain ;* nor can I explain 
ase ச . ்‌ ஓ 
in what manner that primary capfe of re- 

உ oS 

tention is to be removed. In this, ரூனா 

fore, as in many other cafes, where we can- 

not affign the proximate caufe of difeafes, 

our indications of cure mutt be formed for 

obviating and removing the morbid effects 

or fymptoms which appear. 

Mur, ” ன்‌ 

The effeéts, as has been? faid in Mz 

confift in a general flaccidity of the fyf- 

tem, and confequently in a weaker action 

of the veffels of the uterus; fo that this 

debility. may be confidered as the more 

immediate catife of the retention. This, 

therefore, is to be cured by reftoring the 

tone of the fyftem in general, and by ex~ 

citing the action of the uterine veflels in 

particular. 

ஜ்‌ MIV.
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The tone of the fyftem in general is ta 

be reftored by exercife, and, in the begin- 

ning of the difeafe, by cold bathing. At 

the fame time, tonic medicines may be 

employed; and of thefe the chalybeates 

have been chiefly recommended. 

ட MY. 

The action of the veffels of the uterus 

may be excited : 

1ft, By determining the blood into them 

more copioufly; which is to be done by 

determining the blood into the defcend- 

ing aorta, by purging, by the exercife of 

walking, by friction, and by warm ba- 

thing of the lower extremities, It is alfo 

probable that the blood may be determi- 

96ம்‌ 8076 copioufly into the hypogaftric 

arteries which go to the uterus; by a 

. 00104



  

eas Sess =F 

gompreffion of the iliacs; but the trials of 

this kind hitherto made have feldom fuce 

ceeded; 

MVI | 

adly, The adtion of the uterine veffels 

may be excited by ftimulants applied to 

them. Thus thofe purgatives which par- 

ticularly ftimulate the inteftinum rectum, 

may alfo prove ftimulant to the uterine 

veffels conneéted with thofe of the rectum. 

‘The exercife of venéry certainly proves a 

ftimulus to the veflels of thé uterus ; and 

therefore may be ufeful when, with pro- 

priety, it can be employed. The various 

medicinesrecommended as {timulants of the 

uterine veffels, under the title of Emmena- 

gogues, have never appeared to me to be ef- 

fectual; and I cannot perceive that any of 

them are poffefled of a fpecific power in 

this refped.- Mercury, as an univerfal fti- 

Vou. 111, D mulant,
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' mulant, may ac upon the uterus, but can- 

not be very fafely employed in chlorotic 

perfons. One of the moft powerful. means 

of exciting the action of the veflels in every 

part of the fy{tem is, the electrical fhiock; 

and it has often been employed with fuc- 

cefs for exciting the veffels of the uterus. 

~ 
6 

நார], - 

The remedies (MIJL——MVI.) now 

mentioned, are thofe adapted to the re= 

tention of the menfes; and I am next to 

confider the cafe of /upprefion. In enter- 

ing upon this, I muft obferve, that every 

interruption of the flux, after it has once 

taken place, is not to be confidered as a 

cafe of fuppreffion. For the flux, upon its 

firft appearance, is not always immediate- 

ly eftablithed in its regular courfe; and 
therefore, if an interruption happen foon 

after the firft appearance, or even in the 

. courfe
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tourfe of the firft, or pérhaps fecond year 

after, it may often be bonfidered as a cafe 

of retention, efpecially when the difeafe ap= 

pears with the fymptoms peculiar to that 

ftate. 

MVIII. o 

Thofe which may be ptopetly confideted 

as cafes of fuppreflign, are’fuch as occur 

after the flux has been for fotne time eitas 

blithed in its regular courfe, and in which 

the interruption cannot be referred to the 

caufes of retention (MII. MIII.) but muft 

be imputed to fome refiftance in the extre- 

mities of the velléls of the uterus. Accord= 

ingly, we often find the fuppreflion indu> 

eed by cold, fear, and other caufes which 

may produce a conftriction of thefe extrémé 

weffels. Some phyficians have fuppofed an 

obftrudting lentor of the fluids to oscafion 

. D2 the 
ரீ
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the refiftance now-mentioned : but this is 

purely hypothetical, without any proper e- 

vidence of the fa@; and it is befides, from 

other confiderations, improbable. 

MIX, 

There are indeed fome cafes of fuppref= 

fion that feem to depend upon a general 

debility of the fyftem, and confequently of 

the veflels of the uterus. But in fuch cafes, 

the fuppreffion always appears as fympto- 
matic of other affections, and is therefore 

not to be confidered here. 

MX. 

“ ‘The idiopathic cafes of fuppreflion 
(MVUL.) feldom continue long without 
being attended with various fymptoms or 
diforders in different parts of the body ; 
very ‘commonly arifing from the blood 

which
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which fhotild have paffed by the uterus, 

béing determined more Copioufly into o- 

ther parts, and very often with fuch force 

as to produce hemorrhagies in thefe. Hence 

hemorrhagies from ‘the nofe, lungs, {to- 

mach, and other parts, have appeared in 

confequence of fuppreffed*menfes. Befides 

thefe, there are commonly hyfteric and 

dyfpeptic fymptoms produged by the fame 

caufe; and frequently colic pains, with a 

bound belly. iy ahs 

1121. 

In the idiopathic cafes of fuppreffion, 

{MVIIL.) the indication of cure is to re- 

move the conftriction affefing the extreme 

veflels of the uterus; and for this purpofe, 

the chief remedy is warm bathing applied 

to the region of the uterus. This, how- 

ever, is not always effectual, and Ido not 

know of any other remedy adapted to the 

D3 indi-
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indication. Befides this, we have perhaps 

no other means of removing the conftric- 

tion in fault, but that of increafing the 
action and force of the veflels of the ute- 

rus, fo as thereby to overcome the refift- 

ance or conftriction of their extremities. 

This therefore is to be attempted by the 

fame remedies in thg cafe of fuppreflion, 

as thofe prefcribed in the cafes of reten- 

tion (MIV.—MYI.) The tonics, however, 

and cold bathing (MIV.) feem to be lefe 

_ properly adapted to the cafes of fuppref- 

fion, and have appeared to me of ambigu- 
ous effect. pre 

MII. 

Itcommonly happens in the cafes of 
fuppreffion, that though the menfes do not 
flow at their ufual periods, there are often 
at thofe periods fome marks of an effort 
having a tendency to produce the 01 

charge.



ஈமப்‌. Gy 

‘charge. It ds therefore at thofe tymes efpe- 

cially when the efforts of the fyftem are 

concurring, that we ought to employ the 
remedies for curing a fuppreffion; and it 
is commonly fruitlefs to employ them at 

other times, unlefs they be fach as require 

fome continuance in theiy ufe to produce 
their effects. ‘ ச 

182117. 

Nearly fimilar to the cafes of fuppreffion, 

are thofe cafes in which the menfes flow 

after longer intervals and in lefler quan- 

tity than ufual; and when thefe cafes are 

attended with the diforders in the fyftem 

(MX.) they are to be cured by the fame ree 

medies as the cafes of entire fuppreflion. 

1115, 

It may be proper in this place to take 

D4 notice
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notice of. the dy{menorrhea, or cafes of 

menftryation inewhich the menfes feem to 

flow with difficulty, and are accompanied 
with much pain in the back, loins, and 

lower belly. We impute this diforder 

partly to fome weaker action of the veflels 

of the uterus, and partly, perhaps more e= 

{pecially, to a {pafm of its extreme. veflels. 

‘We have commonly found the difeafe re- 

lieved by employing {pme of the remedies 

of fuppreffion immediately before the ap- 

proach of the period, and at the fame time 
employing opiates, : 

© ., | GHAP.
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Or Sympromatic HeMoRRHAGIES. 

MXV, 

1 Have thought it very improper in this 
work, ‘to treat of *thofe morbid affee- 

tions that are almoft always fymptomatic 
of other more primary difeafes; and this 

for feveral reafons, particularly becaufe it ° 

introduces a great deal of confufion in di- 

recting practice, and leads phyficians to 

employ palliative meafures only. I thall 

here, however, deviate a little from my 

general



50 PRACT L@E 

general plan, to make fome reflections up- 
on fymptomatice hemorrhagies. 0 

MXVI. 

The hemorrhagies of this kind that efpe- 

cially deferve our notice, are the Hemate- 

mefis, or Vomiting of Blood; and the He- 
maturia, or the Voiding of Blood from the 

urinary paflage. Upson thefe I am here to 

make fome remarks; becaufe, though they 

are very generally fymptomatic, it is pof= 

fible they may be fometimes primary and 

idiopathic affections; and becaufe they 

have been treated of as primary difeafes 

in almoft every fyftem of the practice of 

phyfic. 

SECT.
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Of the Hematemesis, or Vomiting of Blood. 
ச்‌ 

2 

2 

2 

MXVII. . 

I Have faid above (in DCCCCXLV.,) in 

what manner blood thrown out from the 

mouth may be known to proceed from the 

ftomach, and not from the lungs: but ie 

may be proper here to fay more particu= 

larly, that this may be certainly known, 

when the blood is brought up manifeftly 

by vomiting without any coughing; when 

this vomiting has been preceded by fome 

fenfe
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fenfe of weight, anxiety, and pain, in the 

region of the ftomach; when the blood 

brought up is of a black and grumous ap- 

pearance, and when itis manifeftly mixed 

with other contents of the {tomach; we 

can feldom have any doubt of the fource 

from whence the blood proceeds, -and 

therefore of the exiftence of the difeafe we 

treat of. 

189111, 

We muft allow it to be poffible that a 

plethoric ftate of the body from general 

caufes may be accompanied with caufes of 

a peculiar determination and afflux of 

blood to the ftomach, fo as to occafion an 

hemorrhagy there, and thence a vomiting 

of blood; and in fuch a cafe this appear- 

ance might be confidered as a primary dif- 

eafe. But the hiftory of difeafes in the 

records of phyfic, afford little foundation 

for
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for fuch a fuppofition ; and on the con+ 

- trary, the whole of the inftancesjof a vo- 
miting of blood which have been récord- 

ed, are pretty manifeftly fymptomatic of a 

more primary affection. 

Of fuch fymptomatic vomitings of 

blood, the chief inftances are the follow- 

ing. ae 

MXIX. ' 

One of the moft frequent is that’ which 

appears in confequence of a fuppreffion of 

an evacuation of blood which had been for 

fome time before eftablifhed in another 

part of the body, particularly that of the 

menftrual flux in women. 

There are inftances of a vomiting of 

blood happening from the retention of the 

menfes ;



  

menfes: but fuch: inftances are very un= 

common; as a retention of ப the menfes 

rarely happens in confequence of, or even 

with, a plethoric ftate of the body; and 
as rarely does it produce that, or the he= 
morrhagy in queftion. 

There are inftances of a vomiting of 

blood happening to pregnant women; that 

might therefore alfo be imputed to the 
fuppreflion of the menfes, which happens 

to women in‘that ftate. There have in- 

deed been iaore inftances of this than of 

the former cafe; but the latter are {till 

very rare: for although the blood which 

_ufed to flow monthly before impregnation, 

is, upon this taking place, retained, it is 

commonly fo entirely employed in dilating 

the uterine veffels, and in the growth of 

the foetus, that it is feldom found to pro- 

duce a plethoric ftate of the body, requi- 

ring a vicarious outlet. 

The vomiting of blood, therefore, that 

2 is



  

is vicarious of the menftrual flux, is that 
which commonly 80 ௧1௯௦1 onlyj happens 
upon a fuppreffion of that flux, after it had 
been for fome time eftablithed. _ 

MXXI. 

When fuch a fuppreffion happens, it 

may be fuppofed to operate by inducing a 

plethoric ftate of the whole body, and 

thereby occafioning hemorrhagy from o= 

ther parts of it; and hemorrhagies from 

many different parts of the body, have been 

obferved by phyficians as occurring in 

confequence of the fuppreflion we {peak of. 

It is however the great variety of fuch he- 

morrhagies, that leads me to think, that 

with the plethoric ftate of the whole body 

there muft be always fome peculiar cir- 

cumftances in the part from which the 

blood flows, that determines its afflux to 

that particular, often fingularly odd, part; 

and
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ch hemorrhagies may 

cumftances occur without 

any confiderable plethora at the fame time 
prevailing in the whole fyftem. 

MXXII. 

It is to be obferved, that if we are to 

expect an‘hemorrhagy in confequence of a 

fuppreffion of, the menfes inducing a’ ple- 

thoric ftate of the fyftem, we fhould cx- 

pect efpecially an hemoptyfis, or hemor- 

rhagy from the lungs, as a plethora might 
be expected to fhow its effects efpecially 

there; and accordingly, upon occafion of 

fupprefled menfes, that hemorrhagy occurs 
more frequently than any other: but even 

this,’ when it does happen, neither in its 

circumftances nor its confequences, leads 

us to fuppofe, that at the fame time any 

. confiderable or dangerous plethora prevails 

in the body. 

த MXXIIL.
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Thefe confiderations in MX XI. MXXIL. 
will, I apprehend, apply to our prefent 
fubject 3 and I would therefore allege, that 

a hematemefis may perhaps depend upon 

particular circumftancés of the ftomach 

gan, and may therefore oceur without any 

" confiderable or dangerous piethora prevail- 

ing in the fyftem. What are the circum- 

ftances of the ftomach, whith, upon the 

occafion mentioned, may determine an af= 

flux of blood to it, I cannot certainly or 

clearly explain; but prefume that it de- 

pends upon the connection and confent 

which we know to fubfift between the u- 

terus and the whole of the alimentary Cas 

nal, and efpecially that principal part of it 

the ftomach. 

Vor. IL. E MXXIV.



  

draw the following conélufions. | 

I, That the hematemefis we {peak of i 15 

hardly ever a dangerous difeafe. 

Il. That it will hardly ever require the 

remedies fuited to the cure of active he- 

merthagy! s and at leaft that it will requiré 

thefe only in thofe urufual cafes i in which 

there appear furong marks of a general ple- 

thora, and in which the vomiting of blood | 

appears to be confiderably active, very 

profufe, and frequently recurring. 

III. That a vomiting of blood from fip- 

‘preffed menfes, ought feldom to prevent 

the ule of thefe remedies of atnenorrheea, 
whith might be improper in the cafe of 

an active idiopathic hemorrhagy: 
ச 

MXXV.
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\ re 
Another calls! of fpM&protnatic ioe 

-mefis quite analogous to that already men- 

tioned, is the hematemiefis following, and 

feemingly depending upon, the fuppreflion 

of an hemorrhoidal flux, which had been 

eftablifhed and frequent for fome time be- 

fore. | 

நிந்ர்த ரம்ஷு perhaps be explained by a ge- 

neral plethoric {tate induced by fuch a fup- 

preffion ; and indeed fome degree of*a ple- 

thoric ftate muft in fuch a cafe be fuppo- 

fed to take place: but that fuppofition 

alone will not explain the whole of the 

cafe; for a general plethora would lead us 

to expe@ an hemoptyfis (MXXIL) rather 

than an hematemefis; and there is there- 

fore fomething {till wanting, as in the for~ 

mer cafe, to explain the particular deter 

mination to the ftomach. 

Whether fuch an explanation can be got 

E2 from. |



  

the whole of thefe veflels with the vena 

portarum, 1 thal not venture to determine. 
But in the mean time I i imagine, that the 

explanation required is rather to be 6o- 

tained frqm that connection of the ftomach 

with the hemorrhoidal affe@tion that I have 

taken notice of in DUCCCXLVI. 211 

MXXVI. 

However we may explain thehematémefis 

éccafioned by a fuppreffion of the hemor- 

rhois, the confiderations in MXXI. MXXIL. . 

will apply here as in the analogous cafe of 

hematemefis from fuppreffed menfes ; and 

will therefore allow us alfo to conclude 

-here, that the difeafe we now treat of will 

feldom be dangerous, ; ‘and will feldom re- 

வல்‌ ; “quire
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quire the fame remedies that - plopathic 

ani active hemorrhagy ‘does. "9 

MXXVII. 

The cafes of hematemefis already men- _ 

tioned, may be properly duppofed to be 

hemorrhagies of the arterial ஜம்‌; but 

it is probable that the ftomach is alfo 
liable to hemorrhagiés of the yenous kind. 

(DCCLXVIIL.) a1 15% 

In the records of phyfic there are many 

inftances of vomitings of blood, which 

were accompanied with a tumefied fpleen, 

which had comprefied the vas breve, and 

thereby prevented the free return of ve- 

nous blood fromthe ftomach. How fuch ar 

interruption of the venous blood may oc- 

cafion an hemorrhagy fromeither the extre- 

mities of the veins themfelves, or from the 

extremities of their correfpondent arteries, 

weé have explained above in DCCLXIX. 

E3 ang



   lent illuftration and conf rmation of 

doctrine on that fabje&, and render it fuf- 

ficiently probable that vomitings of blood 

often arife from fuch a caufe.. - 

“  MXXVII. 

It is alfo poffible, that an obftrution of 

the liver refifting the free motion of the 

blood in the vena portarum, may fome- 

times interrupt the free return of the ve- 

nous blood from the veffels of the fto- 

mach, and thereby occafion a vomiting of 

blood ; but the inftances of this are nei- 

“ther fo frequent nor fo clearly explained as 

thofe of the former cafe. 

MXXIX. 

Befide thefe cafes depending on the ftate 
of



    

of the liver or fpleen, it is very probable 
thit other hemorrhagies of the {t§mach are 

frequently of the venous kind. 

The difeafe named by Sauvages Melzna, 

and by other writers commonly termed the 

Morbus Niger (DCCLXXIL.), confifting in 

an evacuation either by vomiting or by 

ftool, and fometimes in both ways, of a 

black and grumous blood, can “hardly be 
otherwife occafioned, than by a venous 

hemorrhagy from fome partof the inter- 

nal furface of the alimentary ‘canal. 

It is, indeed, poflible, that the bile may 

fometimes put on a black and vifcid ap- 

pearance, and give areal foundation for 

the appellationof an Atra Bilis: but itis cer- 

tain, that inftances of this are very rare ; 

and it is highly probable, t that what gave 

occafion to the notion of an atra bilis a- 

mong the ancients, was truly the appear- 

ance of blood poured into the alimentary 

canal in the manner I have mentioned ; 

“ப. நத _ and



  

notion of fuch a matter exifting in the 

mais of blood, is without any foundation ; 

whilft, by diffeCtions in modern times, it | 

appears very clearly, that the morbus niger 

prefenting fuch an appéarance of blood, 

always depends upon the effufion and 1122- 

nation I have’ mentioned, é 

MXXX. 

From this account of the melena it will 

@ppear, that vomitings of blood may arife 

in confequence of bload being poured out 

in the manner I have mentioned, either 

into the cavity of the ftomach itfelf, of in-. 
to the fuperior portions of the inteftines, 

from whence matters often pafs into the 

ftomach, | 
MXXXI.
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Both in the cafe of the melana, and in 

the analogous cafes from affeCtions of the 

fpleen or liver, it will appear, that the vo- 

mitings of blood occurring muft be confi- 

dered as fymptomatic affections, not at all 

to be treated as a primary active hemor- 

thagy, but by remedies, if any fach be 

known, that may refolve the primary ob= 

1120210௦06. ௮ 
> B 

MXXXII, 

‘I believe I have now mentioned almoft 

the whole of the caufes producing a he- 

matemefis ; and certainly the caufes men~ 

tioned, are thofe which moft commonly 

give occafion to that fymptom. Pofhbly, 

however, there may be fome other caufes 

of it, fuch as that fingular one mentioned . 

‘by Sauvage, of an aneurifm of the aorta 

burft-
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hering to the ftamach, may fometimes, by. 

a rupture into the cavity of the ftomach, 

pour blood into it, which is afterwards re= 

jected by vomiting. It is poffible alfo, that 
abfceffes and ulcerations of the ftomach 

itfelf, may fometimes pour blood into its 

eavity to be thrown up by vomiting.. 

I did not think it neceflary, ameng the 

fymptomatic vomitings of blood, to enu- 

merate thofe fram external violence, nor, 

what is analogous to it, that which arifes 

from violent ftraining to vomit; which 

laft, however, is much more rare than 

might be expected. In either of thefe cafes 

che nature of the difeafe cannot be doubt- 

ful, and the management of it will be rear 

“dily underftood from what has. been deli- 

" vered abovewith refpe&t to moderating and 

reftraining hemorrhagy in general. 

SECT.



  

Of the Hematurta, ar the Voiding of Blood from 

the Urinary Paffage. 
* 

ச 

1211. 

Ir 18 alleged, that an hematuria has 004 

curred without any other fymptom of an 

affeCtion of the kidneys or urinary pafla- 

‘ges being prefent at the fame time ; and‘as 

this happened to plethoric perfons, and re- 

curred at fixed periods, fuch a cafe has 

been fuppofed to be an inftance of idiopa~ 

thic hematuria, and of the hature of thofe 

73 active



  

டத்‌ 

{ cannot விக்ன deity ene exiftence of 

fuch a cafe; but mutt obferve, that there 

are very few inftances of fuch upon the 

records of phyfic ; that none have ever oc- 

curred tomy obfervation, or to that of my 
friends ; andothat the obfervations addu- 

ced may be fallacious, as | have frequent- 

ly obferved an hematuria without fymp- 

toms of other affection of the kidney or 
urinary paflages being, for the tine, pre- 

fent; whilft, however, fits of a nephralgia 
calculofa having, before or foon after, hap- 

“pened, rendered it to me fufficiently pro- 

bable, that the hematuria was owing to a 

wound made by a ftone prefent in fome 

part of the urinary paflages, = 

MAXXXV..
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The exiftence of an idiopathic hema- 

turia is further improbable, as a general 

plethora is more likely to produce an he- 

“moptyfis (MXXIL), and as we do not well 

know of any circumftancgs which might 

determine more particularly to the kidneys. 

An idiopathic hematuria, therefore, muft 

certainly be a rare eoccurrence ; and in 

{tances of fymptomatic affections of the 

fame kind are very frequent. : 

MXXXVI. ~ 

One of the moft frequent is, that hema- 

turia which attends the nephralgia calcu _ 

lofa, and feems manifeftly to be owing to 

a ftone wounding the internal furface of 

the pelvis of the kidney or of the ureter. 

In fuch cafes, the blood difcharged with 

the urine is fometimes of a pretty florid 

co-



  

or diffolved, and therefote entirely fuf- 

pended in the urine; but ‘if it isin any 

large quantity, a portion of it is depofited 

to the bottom of the veffel containing the 

voided blood and urine. On different oc. 

cafions, the blood voided puts on different 
appearances. If'the blood poured out in 

the kidney has hapjsened to ftagnate ‘for 

fome time in the ureters or bladder, jit is 

fometimes coagulated, and the coagulated 

part is afterwards broken down into a gru- 

mous mafs of a black or dark colour, and 

therefore gives the fame colour to the urine 

voided ; or if the quantity of broken down 

blood is fmall, it gives only a brownifh u- 

gine refembling coffee. It fometimes alfo 

happens, that the blood ftagnating and co- 

agulating in the ureters, takes the form of 

thefe veffels, and is therefore voided under 

the appearance of a worm; and if the coa- 

த்‌. ்‌ gulated



ரா சரக்கை ணா ரா க ees PUES 

aN ்‌ ப 7 

(அழுகி PHYSIC 51 

pulated blood happens to have, as it may 

fomietimes have, the gluten feparated from 

. the red globules, thefe worm-like appear= 

ances have their external furface whitith, 

and the whole feemingly forming a tube 

containing a red liquor. I have fometimes 

obferved the blood which had feemingly 

been coagulated in the ureter, come away 

in an almoft dry ftate, refembling the half- 

burnt wick of a candle. 

MXXXVII. 

Thefe are the feveral appearances of the 

blood voided in the hematuria calculofa, 

when it proceeds efpecially from the kid- 

meys or ureter; and many of the fame | 

appearances are obferved when the blood 

proceeds only from the bladder when a 

ftone is lodged there; but the attending 

-fymptoms will commonly point out the 

different feat of the difeafe. 

In one cafe, when a quantity of blood 

- from



  

72 

from the kidney er ureter is coagulated in 

the bladder, and is therefore diffieuitly 
thrown out from this, the pain and unea- 

finefs on fuch anoccafion may appear chief- 
ly to be in the bladder, though it contains 

no ftone; but the antecedent fymptoms 

will commonly difcover the nature of the 

difeafe. 
ல 

MEXXVIIL 

In any of the cafes of the hematuria cal- 

culofa,it will hardly be neceflary to employ 

the remedies fuited to an active hemorrha- 

gy. It will be proper only to employ the 

regimen fit for moderating hemorrhagy in 

_ general, and particularly here to avoid e- 

very thing or circumftance that might ir- 

ritate the kidneys or ureters. Of fuch cafes 

of irritation there is none more frequent or 

more confiderable than the prefence of har-. 

dened fzces in the colon; and thefe there- 

2 1 be: fore
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fore are to be frequently removed, by the 

frequent ufe of gentle laxatives. 

MXXXIX. 

The hematuria calculofa may be proper- 

ly confidered as a cafe of ,the hematuria 

violenta: and therefore I fubjoin to that 

the other inftances of hematuria from ex- 

ternal violence; fuck as that from exter- 

nal contufion on the region of the kidney, 

and that from the violent or long conti- 

nued exercife of the mufcles incumbent on 

the kidneys. An inftance of the latter caufe 

occurs efpecially in riding. 

MXL. , 

It may alfo be confidered as a cafe of the 

hematuria violenta, when the difeafe oc- 

curs in confequence of the taking in of 

certain acrid fubftances, which pafs again 

Vor. IIL. நி efpe-
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efpecially by the urinary paflages; and, by 

inflaming and {welling the neck of the 
bladder, bring on a rupture of the over- 

diftended blood-veflels, and give occafion 

to a bloody urine. The moft noted in- 

{tance of this is in the effect of cantharides 

in a certain quantity, any way introduced 

into the body. And poflibly fome other 

acrids may have the fame effect. 

MXLI. ்‌ 

Befide thefe moft frequent inftances of 

hematuria, which cannot be confidered as 

idiopathic hemorrhagies, there are fome 0- 

ther inftances of hematuria mentioned by 

authors, that are ftill however manifeftly 

“fymptomatic; fuch as a difcharge of blood 

from the urinary paflages, in confequence 

of a fuppreffion of either the menftrual or 

hemorrhoidal flux. Thefe may be confider- 

ed as analogous to the hematemefis produ- 

ced
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ced by the like caufes; and the feyeral re- 
fle&tions made above on that fubjedt, will, 

I think, apply here, and particularly the 

conclufions formed in MXXIV. Inftances, 

however, of either of thefe cafes, and efpe- 

cially of the firft, have been extremely rare. 

8 

MXLI. . 

Of fuch fymptomatit hematuria there is 

however one inftance deferving natice ; 

and that is, when a fuppreflion of the he- 

morrhoidag flux, either by a communica- 

tion of veflels, or merely by the vicinity 

of parts, occafions a determination of the 

blood into the veffels of the neck of the 

bladder, which in confequence of a rixis - 

or anaftomofis, pour out blood to be void- 

ed either with or without the urine. This — 

cafe is what has been named the Hemor- 

rhoides Vefice; and with fome propriety, 

’ Ez when



6. நர கருவைத்‌... 

when it.is manifeftly an evacuation vicari- 

ous of what hdd ‘before been ufually made 

from the retum. With refpeé to the ma-. 

nagement of the hemorrhoides veficz, I 

would apply the whole of the doctrines that 

I have delivered above, with re{pect to the 

cure of the proper hemorrhoidal affection. 

MXLILI. 

There remains {till to be mentioned one 
other inftance of fymptomatic hematuria, 

which is that which happens isthe cafe of 

confluent and putrid fmall-pox, as well as 

in feveral other inftances of putrid difea- 

fes. The blood, in fuch cafes, may be 

prefumed to come from the kidneys; and 

1 apprehend that it comes frem thence in 

confequence of that fluidity which is al- 

ways produced in the blood approaching 

-to a putrid ftate. Such hematuria, there- 

fore, is not to be confidered. as a fymptom 

of
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_ of any affection of the kidneys, butsmerely 
asa mark of: the putrefcent {tate of the 

blood. ! 

MXLIV. 

- In certain difeafes the urirfe is difchar- 

ged of fuch a deep red colour, as t® give a 

fufpicion of its being tinged by blood pre- 

fent in it; and this has given occafion to 

Sauvages, amongft the other fpeaies of he- 

maturia, to mark the hematuria fpuria, and 

the hemattria lateritia; bath of which, 

however, he fuppofes ta be without any 

blood prefent in the urine. In many cafes 

it is of importance, in afcertaining the na- 

‘ture of a difeafe, to determine whether the ~ 

red colour of urine be from blood prefent 

in it, or from a‘certain ftate of the falts 

and oils which are always in greater or 

leffer proportion conftituent parts of the 

urine; and the queftion may be com- 

F 3 monly 

- 3 ff
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monly determined by the following confi- 

derations. fai , 

_ It has been obferved aboye, that when 

any confiderable quantity of blood is void- 

ed with the urine, there is always a por- 

tion of it depofited at the bottom of the 

veffel containing the voided blood and u- 

rine; aiid in fuch a cafe there will be no 

doubt in attributing the colour of the u- 

rine floating above, to fome part of the 

blood diffufed in it. The queftion, there- 

fore, with refpect to the prefence of blood 

in the urine can only occur when no fuch 

depofition as I have mentioned appears ; 

and when the blood that may be fuppofed 

to be prefent is diffolved or diffufed, and 

therefore entirely fufpended in the urine.. 

In this cafe the prefence of the blood may 

be. commonly known, r1ft, By the colout 

which blood gives, different from any urine 

without blood that I have ever feen; and I 

think a little ‘experience will enable moft 

pete
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perfons to make this diftin@ion, ,dly, By 
this, that the prefence of Blood always di- 

minifhes the tranfparency of the urine with 

which it is mixed : and it is very feldom 

that wrine, though very high-coloured, lo- 

fes its tranfparency; at leaft this hardly 

ever appears, if the urine is sxamined when 

recently voided. 3dly,; When yrine has 

blood mixed with it, it tinges a piece of 

linen dipt into it witle a red colour, which 

the higheft-coloured urine without blood 

never does. 4thly, High-coloured urine 

without blood, upon cooling, and remain- 

ing at reft in a veffel, almoft always de- 

pofites a lateritious fediment; and if upon 

any occafion bloody urine fhould depofite 

a fediment that may be of a portion of the, 

blood formerly diffufed in it, the diffe- 

rence, however, may be difcerned by this, 

that the fediment depofited by urine with- 

out blood, upon the urine’s being again 

heated, will be entirely re-diffolved, which 

FE 4 will
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will not happen ‘to any fediment from 

blood. Laftly, we know no ftate of urine 
without blood, which fhows any portion of 

it coagulable by a heat equal to that of 

boiling-water; but blood diffufed in urine 

_ is ftill coagulable by fuch a heat : and by 

this teft, therefore, the prefence of blood in 

urine may he commonly afcertained. 

BOOK
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PROFLUVIA, on FLUXES, 
WITH மயமாக, 

MXLV. 

{ORMER nofologifts have eftablifhed 

3 aclafs of difeafes under the title of 

Fluxes, or Profluyia; but as in this clafs 

they have brought together a great num- 

per of difeafes, which have nothing in 

com=
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6ommon, excepting the fingle circumftance 

of an increafed*difcharge of fluids, and 

which alfo are, in other refpects, very dif- 

ferent from one another; I have avoided 

fo improper an arrangement, and have di- 

{tributed moft of the difeafes comprehend- 

ed in fuch a clafs by the nofologifts, into 

places more natural and proper for them. 

I have, indeed, ftill employed here the ge- 

neral title; but I con4ne it to fuch fluxes 

only as are ¢onftantly attended with py- 

rexia, and which. therefore neceflarily be- 

long to the clafs of difeafes of which I am 

now treating. 

Of the fluxes which may be confidered 

as being very conftantly febrile difeafes, 

there are only two, the catarrh and dyfen- 

tery ; and of thefe therefore | now proceed 

to treat. கீ 

CHAP. 
dg
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Or THE,CATARRE. 

MXLVI, 

“QHE catarrh is an increafed excretion 

உட of mucus from the mucous mem- 

brane of the nofe, fauces, and bronchiz, 

attended with pyrexia. 

Practical writers and. nofologifts have 

diftinguifhed the difeafe by different ap- 

pellations, according as it happens to affect 

thofe different parts of the mucous mem- 

fs . 3 brane;
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brane, the, one part more or lefs than its 

other: But I am of’opinion, that the dif 

eafe, although affecting different parts, is 
always of the fame nature, and proceeds 

from the fame caufe. Very commonly, 

indeed, thofe different parts are affected at 

the fame time; and therefore there can be 

little room for the diftin€tion mentioned. 

‘The difeafe has been frequently treated 

of under the title af Tuitis, or Cough; and 

a cough, indeed, always attends the chief 

form of catarrh, that is, the increafed ex- 

cretion from the bronchiz: but a cough is’ 

“fo often a fymptom of many other affec- 

tions, which are very different from one 

another, that it is improperly employed ag 

@ generic title, | ; 

‘MXLVIL 

The remote caufe of catarrh is moft com- 

monly cold applied tothe body. This ap- 

plication
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plication of cold produving catarrh, can in 

many cafes be diftinétly -obferved; and I 

believe it would always be fo, were men 

acquainted with, and attentive to, the cir- 

cumftances which determine cold to act 

upon the body. See XCIV.—XCVI. 

From the fame paragraphs we may learn 

what in fome perfons gives a predifpofition 

to.catarrh, 

MXLVIL > 

The difeafe, af which I am now to treat, 

generally begins with fome difficulty of 

breathing through the nofe, and with a 

fenfe of fome fulnefs {topping up that 

paflage. This is alfo often attended with 

fome dull pain and a fenfe of weight in 

the forehead, as well as fome ftiffnefs in | 

the motion of the eyes. Thefe feelings, 

fometimes at their very firft beginning, 

and always foon after, are attended with 

3 the
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the diftillation from the nofe; and fome- 
times from the eyes, of a thin fluid, whicli 

_ is often found to be fomewhat acrid, both 

by its tafte, and by its fretting the parts 

aver which it paffes. 

(MXLIX. 

Thefe fymptoms conftitute the coryza 

and gravedo of medic.l authors, and are 

commonly attended with a fenfe of lafti- 

tude over the whole body. Sometimes cold 

fhiverings are felt, at leaft the body is more 

~ fenfible than ufual to the coldnefs of the 

air; and with all this the pulfe becomes, 

efpecially in the evenings, more frequent 

than ordinary. 

ML. 

Thefe fymptoms feldom continue long 
before they are accompanied with fome 

hoarfe-



  

hoarfenefs, and a fenfe of roughnefs and 
forenefs in the trachea, and with fome dif- 
ficulty of breathing, attributed to.a fenfe 
of ftraitnefs of the cheft, and. attended — 
with a,cough, which feems to arife from 
fome irritation felt at the glottis. The 
cough i is generally. at firft- dry, occafioning 7 

‘pains about ‘the cheft, and more efpecially 

‘in the breaft. ‘Sometimes, ‘together with — 
thefe fymptoins, pains refembling thofe of 
the rheumatifm are felt in feveral parts of 
the body, particularly about the neck and. s 
head. While thefe fymptoms take place, 

the appetite is impaired, fome thirft arifes, 

and a general laffitude is felt over all the - 

body. 

MLI. 

. 'Thefe fymptoms (MXLVII.——ML.) 
mark the violence and height of the dif- 

eafe ;. which, however, does not commonly: 

. con= 
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continue long. By degrees the cough be- 

comes attended with a copious excretion 

of mucus; which is at firft thin, but gra- 

. dually becoming thicker, is brought up 

‘with lefs frequent and lefs laborious cough- 

ing.. The hoatfenefs and forenefs of the 

trachea likewjfe going off, the febrile 

fymptoms abating, the cough becoming 

-lefs frequent, and with lefs expectoration, 

the difeafe foon after-ceafes altogether. 
டு.” 

6 

ப) 

Such is generally the courfe of this dif- 
eafe, which is commonly neither tedious 

‘nor dangerous; but, upon fome occafions, 

dt is in both refpects otherwife. A perfon 

affeGted with catarrh feems to be more 

than ufually liable to be affeted by cold 

air; and in-that condition, if-expofed to 

cold, the difeafe, which feemed to be yield- 

ing, is often brought back with greater 

| violence



  

89 

Violence than beforé 3:and is-rendered not 

only more tedious than otherwife it would 

have been, but alfo more dangerous by 

the fupervening of other difeafes. 

oe 
isi 9S 7 GS {eis 

Some. எ of the: ற்ப tonfillaris 

often accompanies the catarrh's ஹ்‌! when 

the latter is aggravated by a freth: appli« 
cation of cold, the cynanche aifo betomes 

more ‘violent and dangerous, in ற்‌ 

quence ‘of: the டட ets is ‘pee at 

the fame time. ( ஜா 2417 
ர ர க னக்கு ம்‌ eet ஆத நரம. ரூ ரர்தைத தபர ரு சார. 1 

I ip Wl Chive cas sdf bah * 

aes i _MLIV. 

When 4 ரா நண்‌ weenie by 

a violent caufé ; when-it ‘has béeh' agera4 

vated by improper management; and e- 

{pecially when it has been rendered more 

violent. by frefh and repeated applications 

Vou. Ill, G of



90 PRACTICE 

of cold, it often:paffes into a:pneumonie 

inflammation attended with the utmoft 

danger, HM ் 

MLV. 

Unlefs, however, fuch accidents as thofe 

of MLIL—MLIV. happen, a catarrh, in . 

found perfons not far advanced in life, is, 

I think, always a flight difeafe, and attend- 

ed with littis danger. But, in. perfons of 

a phthifical difpofition, a catarrh may rea- 

dily produce a hemoptyfis, or perhaps form | 

tubercles in the lungs; and more certain= 

ly, in perfons who have tubercles already 

formed in the lungs, an accidental catarrh 

may occafion the inflammation of thefe 

tubercles; and in confequence produce a 
phthifis pulmonalis, ., : 4... -: 
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In elderly perfons, a catarrh fometimes 

proves:a dangerous difeafe. Many perfons, 

as they advance in lifeyand efpecially after 

they have arrived at old age, have the 

natural mucus of the lungs poured out in 

greater. quantity, and confequently requi- 

ring a frequent expeCtoration. If therefore 

a catarrh happen toefuch perfons, and in- 

creafe the afflux of fluids to the lungs, 

with fome degree of inflammation, it may 

produce the peripneumonia notha, which’ 

in fuch: cafes’ is very often fatal. See 

CCCLKXVI.—CCCLKXXIL. 
> 

ICV ட ட. பட௭ 

The proximate caufe of catarrh feems 

to be an increafed afflux of fluids to the. 

mucous membrane of the nofe, fauces, and 

bronchiz;: along with fome degree of in- 

G2 flammation
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flammation affecting thefe parts. 1716 18% 

ter circumftance கடவ by this, that 

in the cafe of catarrh, the blood drawn 

from a vein; commonly exhibits the:fame; 

inflammatory cruft:which appears *im the: 

cafe of phlegmafiz) <5 2 5 வாம்‌ we 

9 wit 2G fer தரரா ரி +H : 

1327039922 7021 ்‌ 

The application of cold which occafions 

a catatrh, provably opérates by diminifh- 

ing the perfpiration ufually made: by the 

‘fing ர and which is therefore determined to 

  

   

  

ous membraneof ‘the parts above 

: oned. As apart of the weight which 

the body daily lofes by infenfible evacua- 

tion, is owing to an exhalation from the 

lungs, there is probably a conneétion be- 

tween this exhalation and the cutaneous 

perfpiration, fo that the!-one may bein- 

. creafed.in®proportion.as; the. other is di- 

minifhed: and -therefore we may under- 
nef x இலை... 

தும அணிம்கல்‌ க்க



ச 
ப்‌ 110) யம ந ழு 193 

ftand how the diminution of’ cutarieous 

| perfpiration, in. confequence of the appli- 

cation*of cold;: may increafe the afflux of 

fluids to ட்டு 57 and thereby: — a 

catarrh. + rad toni oo 

MLIX.” 

There are fome obfervations made by 

Dr James: Keil @vhith) may. feem to. render 

this matter doubtful: but theréis a fal 
lacy inthis obfervations:?; The evident ef- — 

fedts of cold: in producing: coryza;~ க்‌. 

the mattér:in general without doubt ; and ~ 

there are feveral other circumftances which 

fhow a conneétion between the lungs and 

the forties = ~~ பதன்‌ i ptasqca @ 

er 
asbigs bor MLX. 

Whether, from the fuppreflion of perf pi- 

yation,’a catarrh be produced merely by: 

3 an
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an increafed afflux of fluids, or. whether 
the matter of perfpiration be at the fame 

time determined to the mucousoglands, 

and there excite a. particular. irritation, 

may be uncertain ; but the latter fuppofi- 
tion is fufficiéntly probable. 

c 

MLXI. 

Although, in the caie of a common cae 

tarrh, which is in many inftances fporadic, 

it may be doubtful whether any morbific 

er be applied to the mucous glands ; 

however, certain, that the fymptoms 

-acatarrh do frequently depend upon 

fuch a matter being applied to thefe glands; 

a3 appears from the cafe of meafles, chin- 

cough, and efpecially from the frequent 

occurrence of contagious and epidemical 

gatarrh, - ல்‌ 2௮7 

      

   

MLXI.
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eh eee sei 
‘The mention of this laft leads: me to ob+ 
ண்‌ that there are two {pecies of கண்வ த்‌ 

as I have marked in my Synopfis of No- 

fology. One of thefe, as I fuppofe, is 

produced by cold alone, as has been ex- 

plained above; and. the other feems ma- 

nifeftly to be produced Py a {pecific cons 

182101... Joe 

Of fuch contagious A. I i 

pointed out in the Synopfis mahy inftances 

occurring from the 14th century down to , 

the prefent day. In all thefe inftances 

the phenomena have been much the fame ; 3 

and the difeafe has always been particu- 

larly remarkable in this, that it has been 

the moft widely and generally {preading 

epidemic known. It has feldom appeared, 

in any one country of Europe, without 

appearing fucceflively in every other part 

்‌ Gq of
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of it; and.in fom in ances, it has been 

even transferred, ta Aimerica, and has been 

fpread sover. that. ‘continent, fo" faras we 

have had opportinitiesof heal கிரன்‌: 
பள்‌, அலன்‌ i grap தரார்‌. சத : 21 { 

க்‌ Bape ae ல்‌ ப f s 

(ந sf கடக்‌ < i} ats க i ச்ச்‌ 4 

. The catarch fetch contagion appears 

with nearly, the fame’ fymptoms’ as thofe 

mentioned MXLVII —ML. It feems ‘often 

to come on ia confequence of the applica- 

tion of cold. It comes on with more cold 

fhivering’ than the catarrh arifing from 

Jone, and fooner fhows febrile fymp- 
_ and thefe likewife in a more con- 

“fiderable degree. Accordingly, it more 
fpeedily runs its courfe, which is com- 
monly finifhed in a few days. It fome- 

_ times terminates by a fpontaneous fweat ; 

  

    

and this, in fome perfons, produces a oi. 
Tiary” eruption. It i is, however, the febrile 
tate of this difeafe efpecially, that is fi- 

nifhed



  

nifhed in a few diag: _ for the a iad 
other catarrhal fymptoms, do “Frequently 
continue! longer ; and often, when. they 
appear to be going“off, they are ‘renewed 
by. a freth | Seen of cold. 

SP சக ers அல்லிவடச்க Oey BEE 4 sh RII, i 

unre ட்‌ 
ib 50 ப 

22 :Confidering the numberof penifting who 
are’affeGted’ with catarrh, of either the one 
160165 ‘or’ the. ‘other, ‘and eeape | from it 
quickly without any hurt,’ it may. be al- 
lowed to be a difeafe very’ free from dan+ : 

get : but it is not always to be confidered : 

as fuch ;» for'in fome perfons it is accom+ — 

panied with pneumonic inflammation. 

In the phthifically difpofed, it often aece- 
lerates the coming on of phthifis ; and in 

elderly perfons, it frequently proves fatal 

in the manner explained above, MLIV. 

fad MLVI.- zs 

MLXV.
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‘The cure of catarrh is nearly the fame, 

whether it proceed fram cold or contagion; 

with this difference, that in the latter cafe, 

remedies are commonly more neceflary 

than in the former. 

In the cafes of a moderate difeafe, it is 

ணவ fufficient to avoid cold, and to 

abftain from animal-food for fome days; 

or perhaps to lie a-bed, and, by taking fre- 

quently of fome mild and diluent drink.a 

ittle warmed, to promote a very gentle 

  

Tweat ; and after thefe to take care to re- 

_ turn very gradually only, to the ufe of the 

free air. | ' 

ட 

MLXVI. 

When the difeafe is more violent, net 

only the எப்ப மிங்த regimen mutt be 

7 exactly
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exactly obfetved, but various remedies ale 

fo become neceflary. - | 

To take off the phlogiftic diathefis chil 

always attends this difeafe, blood-letting,. 

in.a larger or fmaller quantity, and reé= 

peated according as the fymptoms 19811 

require, is the proper remedy, 

For reftoring the determination of the 

fluids to the furface of the. body, and at 

the fame time for expeding the fecretion 

of mucus in the lungs, which may take off 

the inflammation of its membrane, vomit- 

ing is the moft effectual means. 

For the latter purpofe, it has been fap- 

pofed, that fquills, gum ammoniac, the 

volatile alkali, and fome other medicines, 

might be ufeful: but their efficacy has | 

never appeared to me to be confiderable ; 

and," if {quills have ever been very ufeful, 

it feems to have been rather by their eme- 

tic, than by their expectorant powers. 

- When the inflammatory affections of 

| ்‌ the
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the lungs feem to be confiderable, it is pro* 

_ per, befides biodd-letting, to-apply blitters 

on fome part of the thorax, = = 

_As-a cough is often the=moft trouble- 

fome circumftance of this difeafe, ‘fo de- 

mulcents may be employed to alleviate it, 

See CCCLX XIII. pod at stiepst 
But after the inflammatory fymptoms 

have much abated, if the cough fhould ftill 

continue, opiates afford the moft effectual 

means of rélieving it; and, in the circum- 

ftances jut now mentioned; they may be 

very fafely employed. See CCCLXXV... 

~ After the inflammatory and febrile ftates 

    of this difeafe are almoft entirely gone, the 

_ moft effe@tual means of difcuffing all re- 

. mains of the catarrhal affection, is by fome 

exercife of geftation diligently employed: 

ஓ 

CHAP.
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EEE tence 3 isa difeafe in which 

“the? ‘patient has frequent ‘tools; 'ac= 

cbitipanied with much gtiping, and follow- 

ed by oe பப்பி The fools, though 

frequent, are generally i in fmall quantity 3 

and the matter “voided ‘is’ chiefly : thins, 

fometimés “‘aiiked’ with blood: At’ the 
ஷு 

“ae  &° fame
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fame time the natural feces feldom ap- 

pear; and, when they do, it is generally 

in a compact and hardened form. 

MLXVIIL. - 

This difeafe occurs efpecially in fummer 

and autumn, at the fame time with au- 

tumnal intermittent and remittent fevers ; 

and with thefe ic is fometimes combined 

or complicated. 

    

~ MLXIX. 

“The difeafe comes on fometimes with 

cold fhiverings, and other fymptoms of 

_ pyrexia; but more commonly the fymp- 

toms of the topical. affeCtion appear firft. 

The belly is coftive, with an unufual fla- 

tulence in the bowels. Sometimes, though 

more rarely, fome degree of diarrhoea is 

the firft appearance. In moft cafes the 

4 0114
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difeafe begins with griping, and a frequent 

inclination to go to ftooh In indulging 

this, little is voided ; but fome tenefmus 

attends it. By degrees, the ftools become 

more frequent, the griping more fevere, 

and the tenefmus more confiderable. -A~ 

long with thefe fymptoms there is a lofs of 

appetite; and frequently ficknefs, naufea, 

and vomiting, alfo affeCting the patient. 

At the fame time there is always more or 

lefs of pyrexia prefent, whiclris fometimes 

of the remittent kind, and obferves asters 

tian period. Sometimes the fever is ma- 

nifeftly inflammatory, and very often of a 

putrid kind. . Thefe febrile ftates continue 

to. accompany the difeafe during its whole 

courfe, efpecially when it terminates foon, 

in a fatal manner. In other cafes, the fe-- 

brile ftate almoft entirely difappears, while 

the proper dyfenteric fymptoms remain 

for a long time after. ப 

MLXX.
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ட்‌ “MLEX. a 

டது the me of | thes க்ஷ whether of 

a fhorter or loriger duration, the matter 

voided by ftool is very various. Sometimes 

itis merely 4 mucous matter, without any: 

blood, exhibiting «that difeafe; which Dr 

Roderer has: snamdd. the mérbus  mucofus; 

and others. the dyfénteria: ajba.:.For the 

moft part, however, the mucus diftharged 

is, more or le%-mixed, with, bloods; This. 

fometimes appears only in ftreaks:amongft 

   

    

e mucus; but at other times is:more co+ 

us; tinging the whole of the matter dif+ 

reeds and!upon:fome occafions.a pure 
ae 

“and unmixed blood:is voided: imcconfider= 

able quantity. In other refpects, the mat 

ter voided is varioufly changed in colour 

and confiftence, and is: commonly: of :$ 

ftrong and unufwally fetid odours It is 

probable, that fometimes a genuine pus'is 

voided; and frequently a putrid fanies, 

. 2 pro-
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proceeding from gangrenous parts. There 

are very often mixed with the liquid mat- 

ter fome films of a membranous appetar- 

ance, and frequently fome fmall maffes of 

a feemingly febaceous matter. 

MLXXI. ; 

While the ftools confifting of thefe va- 
rious matters are, in many inftances, ex~ 

ceedingly frequent, it is feldora that natu- 

ral feces appear in them; and when they 

do appear, it is, as I have mentioned, in the 

form of fcybala, that is; in fomewhat har- 

dened, feparate balls. When thefe are 

voided, whether by the efforts of nature, or 

as folicited by art, they procure a remif- 

Gon of all the fymptoms, and more efpe- 

cially of the frequent’ ent griping, and 

tenefmus. 

‘Vou. I. H ~; MEX ELL
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Accompanied with thefe circumftances, 

the difeafe proceeds for a longer or a fhort- 

er time. When the pyrexia attending it is 

of.a violent inflammatory kind, and more 

efpecially when it is of a very putrid na- 

ture, the difeafe often terminates fatally in 

a very few days, with all the marks of a 

fupervening gangrene. When the febrile 

ftate is more moderate, or difappears alto- 

gether, the difeafe is often protracted for 

weeks, and even for months; but, even 

then, after a various duration, it often ter- 

~ minates fatally, and generally in confe- 

quence of a return and confiderable aggra- 

vation of the inflammatory and putrid 

 ftates. In fome cafes, the difeafe ceafes fpon= 

taneonfly; the frequency of ftools, the 

griping, and tenefmius, gradually diminifh- 

ing, while natural ftools return. In other 

cafes, the difeafe, with moderate fymptoms, 

con-
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continues long, and’ ends in a diarrhcea, 

fometimes acconfpanied ‘with lienteric 

fymptoms. 

MLAXIII, 

‘The remote taufes of this difeafe have 

been varioufly judged of. It generally A 

rifes in fummer or autumn, after confide- 

rable heats have prevailed for fome time, 

and efpecially after very warn? and at the 

fame time very dry ftates of the weather ; 

and the difeafe is much more frequent in 

warm, than in cooler climates. It hap- | 

pens, therefore, in the fame circumftances 

and feafons which confiderably affect the 

{tate of the bile in the human body ; but 

as the cholera is often without any dyfen- 

teric fymptoms, and copious difcharges af 

bile have been found to relieve the fytp- 

toms of dyfentery, it is difficult to deter- 

H2 “ "> paine
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“mine what connedtion the difeafe has with 

the ftate of thebile. ௧ 

MLXXIV. 

Tt has been obferved, that the effluvia 

from very putrid animal-fubftances, rea- 

dily affect the alimentary canal; and upon 

fome occafions they certainly produce a 

diarrhoea: but, whether they ever produce 

a genuine dyfentery, I have not been able 

to learn with certainty. 

MLXXV. 

The dyfentery does often manifeftly 

arife from the application of cold, but the 

difeafe is always contagious ; and, by the 

propagation of fuch contagion, indepen- 

dens of cold, or other exciting caufes, it 

becomes epidemic in camps and other pla- 

669. It is, therefore, to be doubted, if 
the
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the application of cold does ever produce 

the difeafe, unlefs*wheré the f{pecific con- 

tagion has been previoufly received into 

the body: And upon the whole, it is pro- 

bable, that a fpecific contagion is to be 

confidered as always the remote caufe of 

this difeafe, 2 

MLXXVI. 

Whether this contagion, like many Or 

others, be of a permanent nature, and only 

fhows its effects in certain circumftances 

which render it active, or if it be occafion- 

ally produced, I cannot determine. Nei- 

ther, if the latter fuppofition be received, 

canI fay by what means it may be gene- . 

rated. As little do we know any thing of 

its nature, confidered in itfelf; or at moft 

this only, that, in common with many 

other contagions, it appears to be com- 

monly of a putrid nature, and capable of 

H 3 in<
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inducing a putrefeent tendency in the hu- 

man body. This, however, does not at all 

explain its peculiar power in inducing 

thofe fymptoms which properly and effen- 

tially conftitute the difeafe of dyfentery. 

(MLXVIL) 

MLXXVIL 

Of thefe fymptoms the proximate caufe 

is {till obfcure. The common opinion has 

been, that the difeafe depends upon an 

acrid matter received into, or generated in, 

the inteftines themfelves, exciting their 

periftaltic motion, and thereby producing 

the frequent ftools which occur in this 

_difeafe. But this fuppofition cannot be 

admitted: for, in all the inftances known 

of acrid fubftances applied to the inteftines 

and producing frequent ftools, they at the 

fame time produce copious ftools, as might 

be expected from acrid fubftances applied 

to
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to any length of the.inteftines. This, 

however, is not the café im dyfentery ; in 

which the ftools, however frequent, are ge- 

nerally in very fmall quantity, and fuch as 

may be fuppofed to proceed from the lower 

parts of the reétum only. With refpect to 

the fuperior portions of the inteftines, and 

particularly thofe of the colon, it is pro- 

bable they are under a preternatural and 

confiderable degree of conftriction: For, 

as I have obferved above, the*natural feces 

are feldom voided ; and when they are, it 

is ina form which gives reafon‘to fuppofe, 

they have been long retained in the cells 

of the colon, and confequently that the 

colon had been affected with a preterna- 

tural conftriction. This is confirmed by 

almoft all the diffeGtions which have been 

made of the bodies of dyfenteric patients, 

in which, when gangrene had not entirely 

deftroyed the texture and form of the parts, 

confiderable portions of the great guts 

114 have
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have been found affected with a very cons ப 

fiderable conftriction. 

MLXXVII. 

I apprehend, therefore, that the proxi- 

mate caufe of dyfentery, or at leaft the chief 

part of the proximate caufe, confifts in a 
preternatural conftriction of the colon, oc- 

cafioning at the fame. time thofe fpafmodic 

efforts which are felt in fevere gripings ; 

and’ which efforts, propagated downwards 

to the rectum, occafion there the frequent 

mucous ftools and tenefmus. But, whe- 

ther this explanation fhall be admitted or 

not, it will {till remain certain, that hard- 

ened feces retained in the colon are the © 

caufe of the griping, frequent ftools, and 

tenefmus: for the evacuation of thefe fx- 

ces, whether by nature or by art, gives re- 

lief from the fymptoms mentioned ; and 

it will be more fully and ufefully confirm- 

ed
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ed by this, that “the moft immediate 
and fuccefsful cure of dyfentery is obtain- 

ed by an early and conftant attention to 

the preventing the conftriction, and the 
frequent ftagnation of faces in the colon. 

MLXXIX.. 
௩. 

In this manner I have endeavoured to 

afcertain the proximate caufe of dyfentery, 

and therefore to point out alfo the princi- 

pal part of the cure, which, from want of 

the proper view of the nature of the dif- 

eafe, feems to have been in feveral refpects 

fluctuating and undetermined among prace 

titioners. 

MLXX<X. 

The moft eminent of our late practi- 

tioners, and of greateft experience in this 

hay dif-
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difeafe, feem to beof opinion, that the dif 

eafe is to be cured‘ moft effeCtually by pur- 

ging affiduoufly employed. The means 

may be various; but the moft gentle lax- 

atives are ufually fufficient; and as they 

muft be frequently repeated, the moft 

gentle are the moft fafe ; the more efpeci- 

ally as an inflammatory ftate fo frequently 

accompanies the difeafe. Whatever laxa- 

tives produce an evacuation of natural 

faces, and a confequent remiflion of the 

fymptoms, will be fufficient to effeuate 

the cure. But if gentle laxatives fhall not 

produce the evacuation now mentioned . 

fome more powerful medicines muft be 

employed: and I have found. nothing 

more proper or convenient than‘tartar e- 

metic, given in {mall dofes, and at fuch 

intervals as may determine their opera- 

tion to be chiefly by 8001. Rhubarb, 

fo frequently employed, is in feveral re- 

| ... மித
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{pects amongft the moft improper purga- 

- tives, rite 

MLXXXI. 

Vomiting has been held a principal re- 

-medy in this difeafe; and may be ufefully 

employed in the beginning of it, with a 

view to both the ftate of the ftomach and 

of the fever: but it és not neceflary to re- 

peat it often; and unlefs thé emetics em- 

ployed operate alfo by 11௦௦1, they are of 

little fervice. Ipecacuanha feems to poflefs 

no fpecific power; and it proves only ufe- 

ful when fo managed as to operate chiefly 

by ftool. 

MLXXXII. 

For relieving the conftriction of the co- 

lon, and evacuating the retained faces, 

glyfters may fometimes be ufeful: but 

they
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they are feldom foeffectual as laxatives gi- 

ven by the mouth; and atrid glyfters, if 
they be not effeCtual in evacuating the co- _ 

lon, may prove hurtful by ftimulating the 

rectum too much, 

MLXXXII. 

The frequent and fevere griping attend= 

ing this difeafe, leadsalmoft neceffarily to 

the ufe, of opiates, and they are very effec-= 

tual for the purpofe of relieving from the 

gripes ; but by occafioning an interrup- 

tion of the action of the fmall guts, they 

favour the conftriGtion of the colon, and 

thereby fometimes aggravate the difeafe: 

and if at the fame time the ufe of them 

fuperfede in any meafure the employing of 

purgatives, it commonly does much mif- 

chief; I believe it indeed to be only the 
neglect of purging that renders the ufe of 

opiates very neceflary. 

4 MLXXXIV.
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* MLXXXIV. ச 
4 

When the gripes are both frequent and 

fevere, they may fometimes be relieved by 

the employment of a femicupium, or by a 

fomentation of the abdomen, continued for 

fome time. In the fame cafe, the pains 

may be relieved, and, as I think, the con- 

ftriGtion of the colon may be taken off, by 

blifters applied to the lower belly. 

3 

MLXXXV. 

At the beginning of this difeafe, when 

the fever is any way confiderable, blood- 

letting, in patients of tolerable vigour, may 

be proper and neceflary; and, when the 

pulfe is full and hard, with other fymptoms 

of an inflammatory difpofition, blood-let- 
ting ought to be repeated. But, as the fe- 

ver attending dyfentery is often of a putrid 

kind, or does, in the courfe of the difeafe, 
நன
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become foon of that nature, blood-letting 

muit be employed ‘with great caution. 

MLXXXVI. 

From the account now given of the na- 

ture of this difeafe, it will be fufficiently 

obvious, that the ufe of aftringents in the 

beginning of it muft be abfolutely perni- 

010118, 

MLXXXVII. 

Whether an acrid matter be the original 

caufe of this difeafe, may be uncertain: 

but from the indigeftion and the ftagna- 

tion of fluids in the ftomach which attend 

the difeafe, it may be prefumed, that fome 

acrid matters are conftantly prefent in the 

ftomach and inteftines, and therefore that 

demulcents may be always ufefully em- 

_ ployed. At the fame time, from this con- 

4 _ fideration
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fideration that mild oily matters thrown 

into the inteftines in confiderable quantity 

always prove laxative, I am of opinion that : 

the oleaginous demulcents are the moft 

ufeful. 

MLXXX VII, 

As this difeafe is fo often of an inflam- 

matory or of a putrid nature, it is evident 

that the diet employed in it flaould be ve- 

getable and acefcent. Milk isi its “entire 

ftate is of doubtful quality in many cafes; 

but fome portion of the cream is often al- 

lowable, and whey is always proper. 

In the firft ftages of the difeafe, the {weet 

and fubacid fruits are allowable, and even 

proper. Itis in the more advanced ftages 

only that any morbid acidity feems to pre- 

vail in the ftomach, and to require fome 

~ yeferve in the ufe of acefcents. At the be- 

ginning of the difeafe, abforbents feem to 

be
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be fuperfluous; and bytheir aftringent and 

feptic powers they-may be hurtful. 

MLXXXITX. 

When this difeafe is complicated with 

an imtermittent fever, and is protracted 

from that circumftance chiefly, it is to be 

treated as an intermittent, by adminifter- 

ing the Peruvian bark, which, however, in 

the earlier periods of the difeafe, is hardly 

to be admitted. 

PART
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NEUROS E'S, 

’ 2 
OR ட்‌ 

NERVOUS DISEASES, 

MXC; 

WN 4 certain view, almoft the whole of 

B the difeafes of the human body might 

be called Nervous: but there would be 

no ufe for fach a general appellation; and, 

Vox. LE. I on
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on the Ather harid, it feems improper to 
limit the -termy, in the loofe inaccurate 

manner in which it has been hitherto ap- 

plied, to hyfteric or hypochondriacal dif- 

orders, which are themfelves hardly to be 

defined with fufficient precifion. 

6 

4 MXCE. =; 

In this place I propofe to comprehend, 

under the title of Nzvurosgs, all thofe pre- 

ternatural affections of fenfe or motion 

which are without pyrexia; as a-part of the 

primary difeafe; and all thofe which do 

not depend upon a topical affection of the 

organs, but upon a more general affection 

of the nervous fyftem, and of thofe powers 

of the fyftem upon which fenfe and mo- — 
tion more efpecially depend.
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113017, ’ 

Of fuch difeafes I have eftablithed a Clafs, 
under the title of Neuroszs or NeERvous 
758,589. Thefe I again diftinguith, as 
they confift, either in the interruption and 
debility of the powers of denfe and mo- 
tion, or in the irregularity with which 
thefe powers are exercifed ; and have ac- 

cordingly arranged ‘them under the four 
orders of Comata, ddynamie, ‘ Spa/ini, and ” 
Vefaniz, to be defined as we proceed to. 
treat of them more particularly. 

Ie... BOOK
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LOSS OFVOLUNTARY MOTION, 
௩ 

1017, 

ர YNDER this title are comprehended 

thofe affections which have been 

commonly called thé Soporofe difeafes ; 
but they are moft properly diftinguifhed 

by their confifting in fome interruption 

௦0%
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or fappreffion of the powers of ‘fenfe and 
voluntary motion, or df «what are called 
the animal functions. Thefe are indeed 
ufually fufpended in the time of natural 
fleep: but of all ‘the difeafes to be com=- 
prehended under our title, fleep, or even 
the appearance of it, is not conftantly a 

fymptom. Of fuch difeafes pcan mark 

and properly explain. two genera only, 

which come under, the titles of Apoplexy 

and Pal/y. 

1 

‘siege CHAR,
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CHAP. J, 

DF ApopLexy. — 

MXCIV. 

POPLEXY is that difeafe in which 

the whole of the external and inter- 

nal fenfes, and the whole of the voluntary 

motions, are in fome degree abolifhed ; 

while refpiration and the action of the heart 

continue to be performed. By its being 

an affection of the whole of the powers of 

.fenfe and of voluntary motion, we diftin- ere 4 guith
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- guifh it from Palfy; and by its being with 
the continuance of refpiration antl the ac- 

tion.of the héart, it is diftinguifhed from 

Syncope... 1: have further added to the or- 

dinary definition of apoplexy, that the abo- 

lition ofthe powers of fenfe and. motion — 

is in fame degree only ; meaning by this to 

imply, that, under the tifle of Apoplexy, 

are. here. comprehended thof difeafes 

which, as differing from it in degree only, 

cannot, with a view. either to pathology _ 

or practice, be properly diftingaifhetl from 

it: Such are thé difeafes fometimes treated 

of under the names of Carus, Cataphora, 

Coma, and Lethargus, 

நாகரா, 

_ Apoplexy, in விம்‌ டி different degrees, 

moft commonly, affects perfons. advanced 

in life, and efpecially thofe above. fixty 

years of age, It moft ufually affects per- 

14 fons
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fons of tater heads and fhort necks, pers 
fons of ‘a corpalént habit, perfons who 
have pafled an indolent life and ufed a full 
diet, and efpecially thofe’ who have indul- 
ged in frequent intoxication. Men who 
have long laboured under a frequent and 
copious difcharge of blood from the he- 
morrhoidal vellels, upon either the fup- 
preflion or fpontaneous ceafing of that 
difcharge, are. particularly liable to be af- 
ee with எத 

௩ 

MXCVI. 

This difeafe frequently comes on very 
fuddenly : but in many cafes it is preceded 
by various fymptoms, fuch as frequent 

fits of giddinefs, frequent headachs, a he- 
morrhagy from the nofe, fome tranfitory 
interruptions of feeing and hearing, fome 
falfe vifion’ and hearing, fome tranfitory 

degree of numbnefs or lofs of motion in | 

the
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the extremitiés, ‘fome - faltéfing ‘of “the 
tongue in {péaking, a 16fs* of memiory, a 
frequent’ oe and re fits ப 
incubus, °°" 

“MXCVI. 

An attention to thefe fymptoms, and to 
the predifponent circumftances (MXcV. ச்‌ 
will often enable ug to forefee the more 

violent attacks o this difeate i 
தத்த 

ay” 58939 

_.. MXCVIL. 

“When the 'difeafe comes’6n ‘fuddenly to 
a confiderable degree, it has been frequent 
ly obferved to have beén immediately i in- 

duced by violent’ exercife ; by a fall’and 
long-continued infpiration ; by a fit’ of 

anger; by much external heat, efpecially 

that arifing from a crowded affembly of 

people; by warm bathing; by intoxica- 

oe 4 | Hom
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tion ; by long ftooping with. the head 
down ; ‘and by. a! tight ligature about the 

neck. ..The difeafe has been remarked. to 

make its attacks moft frequently in the 

{pring feafon, and efpecially when the ver- 

nal heat fuddenly fucceeds to the winter 

cold. 

MXCIX. 

—. The fymptoms dooming the prefence of 

this difeafe will be fufficiently known from 

the definition given MXCIV, Although — 

the whole of the body is affected with the 

lofs of fenfe and motion, it fometimes takes 

place more upon one fide of the body than 

the other ; and, in that cafe, the fide leaft 

affe@ted with palfy is, fometimes affected 

with convulfions... In this difeafe there is 

often a ftertorous breathing; and this has 

- been faid-to be.a. mark of the moft violent 

ftate of the difeafe: but it is not always 

3 றா. 
ee
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prefent even in the moft somplete form or 

moft violent degree of tlte difeafe.” 

: MC. 

‘The proximate caufe of this difeafe may 

be, ‘in general, whatever interrupts the 

motion of the neryous power from the 

brain to the mufcles of voluntary motion; 

or, in fo far as fenfe.is affeGed, whatever 

interrupts the motion of the nezvous power _ 

from the fentient extremities of the neryes 

to the brain. 

MCI. 

. ‘Such am interruption of the motions of 

the nervous. power may be occafioned, ei- 

ther by fome compreffion of the origin of the 

nerves, or by fomething deftroying the mobia 

lity of the nervous power. Both thefe caufes 

we muft treat of more particularly ; and, 

7 | fir,
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firft, of that of compreflion, feemingly the 
moft frequenteoécafion of apoplexy, and 

perhaps the occafion of all thofe apoplexies 

arifing from internal caufes. . 

ei) eae: 

- The lofs of fenfe and motion in parti- 
cular parts of the body, may: be occafion= 

ed by a compreffion, either of the origin of 

certain nerves only, or of the fame nerves 

in fome part of their courfe from the brain 

to the organs of fenfe and motion. Such 

cafes of partial compreflion will be more 

properly confidered hereafter ; and the af- 

fection I am now to treat of being gene- 

ral, ic muft ‘depend upon a very general 

compreffion of the origin of the nerves, or 

medullary portion of the brain; and there- 

fore, this more general compreffion only is 

to be confidered here, . 

ஆத | MCI,
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This compreffion of the origin of the 
nerves or medullary portion of the brain, 

may be produced in different ways; as, 

1. By external violence fra€turing and 
preffing in a part of the cranium. 

2. By tumours, fometimes foft, fome- 

times bony, formed in different ‘parts of 

the brain, or in its membranes, and beco- 

ming of fuch a bulk as to cémprefs the - 

medullary fubftance of the brain. : 

3. By the blood accumulated in the 

blood-veffels of the brain, and diftending 

them to fuch a degree as ‘to comprefs the 

medullary portion of the fame. 

4. By fluids effufed in different parts of 

the brain, or into the cavity of the crani-= 

um, and accumulated in fuch quantity as 

to occafion the compreflion we treat of: 

And, as to this laft, it is to be remarked 

here,
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here, that the fluids effufed may be of two 

kinds: that is’ they may be either a por- 

tion of the common maf of blood, poured 

out from red veflels; or a portion of ferum 

or colourlefs fluid, poured out chiefly by 

exhalants. ப 
ச 

‘ MCIV. 

Of thefe feveral caufes of compreflion, 

the firft is not to be confidered here, be- 

caufe the removing it does not belong to 

our province; and the confideration of 

the fecond may be omitted, as in moft in- 

ftances it is neither to be decerned nor 

cured by any means yet known. The 

third and fourth caufes of compreffion, as 

they are the moft frequent, and are alfo 

moft properly the fubjects of our art, fo 

they are thofe which deferve our particu- 

lar attention; and we fhall therefore en- 

ச deavour
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deavour to trace them farther back i in the 

feries of caufes which may produce them. 

MCV. ~ 

Both the ftates of over-diftention and of 

effufion, may be produced’ by ‘whatever 

- increafes the afflux and impetys of the 
blood in the arteries of the head ; fuch as 

violent exercife, a violent fit of anger, ex= 
ternal heat applied, or any ftrong preffure- 

upon the defcending aorta, 

MCVI. 

But both thefe ftates of over-diftention 
and of effufion, may alfo and feem to be _ 

more frequently produced by caufes that 

operate by preventing the free return of 

the venous blood from the veffels of the 

head to the right ventricle of the heart. — 

MCVII.
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“The venotis 3 veffels of the ஸ்‌ are of 2 

conformation and diftribution fo peculiar, 

as lead us to believe, that Nature intended 

to retard the motion of the blood, and ac- 

cumiulate it in thefe veffels'; and therefore, 

even very {mall ‘additional refiftances: to 

the motion of thé blood ‘from thefe to- 

wards the right ventricle of the heart, may 

ftill more réadily accumulate the blood in 

them. Such accumulation will moft rea= 

dily happen in advanced life, when the 

venous fyftem in general is in a plethoric 

ftate, and when this plethora takes place 

efpecially in the venous veffels of the brain. 

It will, in like manner, be moft apt to oc= 

cur in perfons whofe heads are large with 

refpect to the reft of the body ; andin per- 

fons of a fhort ne€k, which is unfavour- 

able to the return of the venous blood 

from the head. The accumulation of 

blood
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blood in the venous veflels of the brain, 

will alfo be mot likely tb dccur in perfons 
of a corpulent habit, either becaufe thefe 

may be confidered to be in a plethoric 

ftate, or becaufe obefity, by occafioning a 

compreffion of the blood-veffels in other 

parts of the body, more readily fills thofe 

of the brain, which are entirely free from 

any fuch compreflion, ee 
ன 

த்‌ 

MCVHI, 7 

. Thefeare the circumftances in the con- . 

ftitution of the body, which, producing a 

flower motion and return of the venous 

blood from the veffels of the head, favour 

an accumulation and diftention in them; 

and we now proceed to mention the feveral 

occafional caufes, which, in every perfon, 

may directly prevent the free return of the 

blood from the veflels of the head towards 

the heart. Such are, 

Vor.-Iil. K 1. Stoop
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I. Stooping down with the head, or o- 

ther fituations of the body in which the 

head is long kept in a depending ftate, and 

in which the gravity of the blood increafes 

the afflux of it by the arteries, and oppofes 

the return of it by the veins. 

qa. Atight ligature about the neck, which 

comprefles the veins more ftrongly than 

the arteries. 

3. Any obftrudion of a confiderable 

» number ot the veins carrying the blood 

from the head, and more. efpecially any 

confiderable obf{truGtion of the afcending 

vena cava. 

4. Any confiderable impediment of the 

free paflage of the blood from the veins 

into the right ventricle of the heart; and 

it is commonly by this, and the imme- 

diately preceding circumftance, that poly- 

pous concretions in the cava, or right ven- | 

tricle, are found to occafion apoplexy- | 

உட The return of blood from the veins | 

of | 
] 

| 
|
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of the head towards thetheart, is efpecial- 

ly interrupted by every circumftance that 
produces a more difficult tranfmiffion of 
the blood through the veflels of the lungs. 
It is well known, that, at the end of every 

expiration, fome interruption is given to 

the free tranfmiffion of the blood through 

the lungs ; and that this at the fame time 

gives an interruption to the motion of the 

blood from the veinginto the right ven- 

tricle of the heart. This clearly appears - 

from that regurgitation of the blood in 

the veins which occafions the alternate 

heaving and fubfiding that is perceived in 

the brain of living animals when the cra- 

nium is removed, and which is obferved 

to be. fynchronous with the alternate mo- 

tions of refpiration. From this we rea- 

dily perceive, that whatever occafions a 

difficulty in the tranfmiffion of the blood 

through the lungs, muft alfo interrupt the 

free return of the venous blood from the. 

K 2 : vefleds
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veffels of the head; and muft therefore fa- 

vour, and perhaps produce, an accumula- 

‘tion of blood, and an over-diftention in 
thefe veffels. — 

It is further to be obferved, that as a 

very full infpiration, continued for any 

length of time, occafions fuch an interrup- 

tion of the free tranfmiffion of the blood 
through the lungs,.as produces a fuffufion 

of face, and a manifeft turgefcence of the 

blood=velfels of the head and neck; {fo 

every full, and long-continued infpiration 

may occafion an accumulation of blood in 

the veflels of the head, to a very confider- 

able degree. Thus, as every {trong exer- 

tion of the mufcular force of the body re- 

quires, and is attended with, a very full 

and long-continued infpiration, we thence 

learn why the violent exertions of mufcu- 

lar force have been‘fo often the immediate 

or exciting caufes of apoplexy. 

It may alfo be remarked, that corpus 

lency.
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lency and obefity feem to operate very 

muich, by occafioning a more difficult tranf- 

miffion of the blood through the veffels of 

the lungs. It appears, that in fat perfons, 

from the compreflion of the blood-veffels 

in many parts of the body, the veflels of 

the lungs are thereby kept, very full; fo 

that, upon the leaft increafe of bodily mo- 

tion, which fends the blood fafter into the 

lungs, a more frequeat and laborious re- 

{piration becomes in fuch perfons imme-- 

diately néceflary. This fhows, that: in 

fuch perfons, the blood is not freely றம்‌ 

mitted through the lungs ; a circumftance 

which, as in other inftances, muft give a 

conftant refiftance to the return of blood 

from the veflels of the head, and therefore 

favour or occafion an accumulation of 

blood in them. 

Is the motion of the blood in the veflels 

of the head rendered flower by ftudy, care, 

and anxiety? ti,



yw PRACTICCE 

nat ட MCIX. 

It is to be obferved further, that thefe 

feveral caufes (MCV.—MCVIII.) of a pre- 

ternatural fulnefs in the blood-veffels of 

the brain, may produce apoplexy in diffe- — 

rent ways, according as the fulnefs takes 

place in rhe arteries or in the veins. 

MCX. 
S 

ப 

Accordingly, Jif, the increafed afflux of 

blood into the arteries.of the brain, and an 

increafed action in thefe, may either occa- 

fion a rupture of their extremities, and 

thereby an effufion of red blood producing 

compreffion; or the fame afflux and in- 

creafed a¢tion may occafion an increafed 

exhalation from their extremities, of a fe- 

rous fluid, which, if not as quickly re- 

abforbed, may foon accumulate in fuch 

quantity as to produce compreffion. 

MCXI.
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நாக, * 

Secondly, The plethoric ftate of the ve-~ 

nous veflels of the brain may operate in — 

three different ways. 

1. The fulnefs of the veins may give fuch 

refiftance to the blood flowing into them 

from the arteries, as to determine the im- 

petus of the blood to be fo much greater 

- upon the extremities of the arteries as to oc- 

cafion a rupture of க்ஸ்‌, and confequently 

‘an effufion of red blood, or the Hoemorrha- 

gia cerebri, which HOFFMAN confiders as a 

frequent caufe of apoplexy, and which we 

have before explained in DCCLXXII. 

2. Whilft the fame refiftance to the blood 

flowing from the arteries into the veins, 

sncreafes the impetus of the blood in the 

former, this may, without occafioning rup- 

ture, increafe the exhalation from their ex- 

halant extremities, and produce an effufion | 

of a 190009 fluid; in the fame manner as 

D4 fuch
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fuch refiftance i incthe veins produces hy- 
dropic effufions ‘in'other. parts of the body. 

3. If we may fuppofe, as no lymphatics 
have been yet difcovered in the brain, that 

the ordinary abforbents are: not prefent 

there, and that the exhaled fluids are ab- 
forbed or taken up by the extremities of 

the veins; this will fhow ftill more clearly 

that a refiftance to the motion of the blood 

in the veins of the brain, may readily pro-: 

அல்ல! an accumulation of ferous fluid in its 

cavities, and confequently a compreflion 
producing apoplexy. 

MCX, 

Befides thefe cafes of apoplexy from af- 
flux in the arteries, or refiftance in the 

veins, an effufion of ferum may happen 

from two other caufes. The one is a re- 

laxation of the exhalants, as in other cafes 

of hydropic diathefis prevailing in the bo- 

dy;
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dy; and it is not unufual for q general 
dropfy to end in apoplexy. The fecond is 
an over proportion of watery parts in the 
mafs of blood, which is therefore ready to 
run off by the exhalants, as in the cafe of 
an ifchuria renalis; which, when it proves 
incurable, very commonly, terminates in 
apoplexy. ise 

MCXIII. 
2 

We have now mentioned the {feveral 

ச 

caufes of apoplexy depending upon com- 

preffion ; and from the whole it will ap- 

pear, that the moft frequent of all thefe 

caufes is a plethoric ftate, or an atcumu- 

lation and congeftion of blood in the ve- 

nous veflels of the head, operating, accord- 

ing to its degree, in producing over dif- 

tention or effufion. The frequent opera- 

tion of fuch a caufe will efpecially appear 

from a confideration of the predifponent 

cir-
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circumftances (MXCV.), and from the an- 
tecedent fymptoms (MXCVI.) 

MCXIV. 

From the view I have riow given of the 

caufes of apoplexy arifing from compref- 

fion, it will readily appear that there is a 

foundation for the common diftinGtion of 

this difeafe into the two kinds of Sanguine 

anid Serous. But this diftinétion cannot 

be very ufefully applied in praétice, as both 
kinds may often depend on the fame 

caufe, that is, a venous plethora, and there- 

fore requiring very nearly the fame me- 

thod of cure. The only diftinétion that 

can be properly made of apoplexies from 

compreflion, is perhaps the diftinGtion of 

ferous apoplexy, into that depending on the 

plethora mentioned MCXIII. and that de- 

pending upon hydropic diathefis or an over- 

proportion of water in the blood (MCXII.); 
the
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the former caufes giving a proper idiopa- 

thic, the latter only a fytnptomatic, dif- 

6816, 

MCXV. 

Befide the caufes now mentioned, occa- 

fioning apoplexy by compreffion, I allege 

there are other caufes producing the fame 

difeafe, by directly deftroying the mobi- 
lity of the nervous power. Such caufes: 

feem to be the mephitic arifing from fer- 

menting liquors, and from many other 

fources ; the fumes arifing from burning 

charcoal; the fumes of mercury, of lead, 

and of fome other metallic fubftances ; o- - 

plum, alcohol, and many other narcotic 

poifons: To all which I would add the 

power of cold, of concuffion, of electricity, 

and of certain paffions of the mind. 

ee: -MCXVL.
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| ie ்‌ MCXVI, 

None of thefe poifons or noxious pow= 

ers feem to kill by acting firft upon the 

organs of refpiration, or upon the fangui-~ 

ferous fyftem; and 1 believe. their im- 

mediate and direct ation to be upon the 

nervous power, deftroying its mobility, 

becaufe the fame poifons fhow their power 

in deftroying the irritability of mufcles and 

“of the nerves connected with them, when 

both thefe are entirely feparated from the 

reft of the body. 

MCXVIL. 

~ It appears to me probable, that the apo- 

plectic ftate in fome degree accompanying, 

and almoft always fucceeding, an epileptic 

paroxyfm, does not depend upon compref- 

fion, but upon a certain ftate of immobi- 

lity of the nervous power, produced by | 
3 cer=



OP WHY & Vc 149 

certain circumftances in the nervous fy~ 
ftem itfelf, which fometiines feem to be 
communicated from one part of the body 

to another, and at length to the brain. | 

MCXVIII. 

The fame obfervation may be made with 

refpe& to many inftances of hyfteric pa- 

-roxyfm; and the cigcumftances, both of 

_ epileptic and hyfteric paroxy {njs, endipgi= 

‘coma, or a degree of apoplexy, lead me to 

think, that alfo the apoplexy proceeding 

from retrocedent or atonic gout is of the 

fame kind, or that it depends upon an im- 

mobility of the nervous power, rather than 

upon compreffion. 7 

MCXIX. 

It may indeed happen, that as the apo- 

plectic and gouty predifpofitions do often 

3 goncur
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, concur in the fame perfon; fo it may cone 
fequently happtn, that the apoplexy co- 
ming upon gouty perfons, may fometimes 
depend upon compreffion ; and diffeGtions 
may, accordingly, difcover that the cir- 
cumftances of fuch a caufe had preceded. 
But, in many cafes of apoplexy following 
a retrocedent or atonic gout, no fuch an- 
tecedent or concomitant circumftances, as 

commonly occur in gafes of compreffion, 
Ao diftinéty or clearly appear ;_ while 

others prefent themfelves, which point’ 
out an affection of the nervous power 

alone. 

" MCXKX. 

With refpe@, however, to the circum=- 

ftances which may appear upon the dif- 

fection of perfons dead of apoplexy, there 
may be fome fallacy in judging, from thofe 

circumftances, of the caufe of the difeafe. 

What-
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Whatever takes off or diminifhes the mo- 

bility of the nervous power, may very 

much retard the motion of the blood in 

the veffels of the brain; and that perhaps 

to the degree of increafing exhalation, or 

even of occafioning rupture and effufion : 

fo that, in fuch cafes, the marks of com- 

preffion may appear, upon diffedion, tho’ - 

the difeafe had truly depended on caufes 

deftroying the mobility of the nervous 

power. This feems to be illuftrated and 

confirmed from what occurs" in many 

cafes of epilepfy. In fome of thefe, after 

a repetition of fits, recovered from in the 

ufual manner, a fatuity is induced, which 

commonly depends upon a watery inun-~ 

dation of the brain: And in other cafes of 

epilepfy, when fits have been often re- 

peated without any permanent confe- 

quence, there. happens at length a fatal 

paroxyfm; and upon diffection it appears, 

that an effufion of blood had happened. 

Me - This,
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This, I think, is te be confidered as a caufe 

of death, not asa caufe of the difeafe: for 

in fuch cafes, I fuppofe that the difeafe had 

diminifhed the action of the veffels of the 

brain, and thereby given occafion te a ftag- 

nation, which produced the appearances 

mentioned. And I apprehend the fame 

reafoning will apply to the cafes of retro= 

cedent gout, which, by deftroying the en- 

ergy of the brain, may occafion fuch a 

svagnation as will produce rupture, effu- 

fion, and death; and in fuch a cafe, the 

appearances upon diffeCtion might lead us 

to think that the apoplexy had depended 
entirely upon comprefiion. 

MCXXI, 

The feveral caufes mentioned in MCXV. 

are often of fuch power as to occafion 

immediate death; and therefore have not 

commonly been-taken notice of as afford- 

ing
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ing inftances of apoplexy ; but, as the ope= 
ration of the whole of thefe caufes is fimi- 
lar and analogous, and as in moft inftances 
of the operation of thefe caufes an apo- 
plectic ftate is manifeftly produced, there 
can be little doubt in confidering moft of 

the inftances of their effects as cafes of apo- 

plexy, and therefore fuch as fall properly 

under our confideration here. + 

ம 

131... 

This difeafe of apoplexy is fometimes 
ல்‌ . 

entirely recovered from; but more fre- 

quently it ends in death, or in a hemiple- 

gia. Even when an attack of the difeafe is 

recovered from, we generally find it dif- 

pofed to return ; and the repeated attacks 

of it almoft always, fooner or later, bring . 

on the events we have mentioned. 

wer at pes oF eae
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The feveral events af this difeate, in 

health, death, or another difeafe, may be ex- 

pected and forefeen from a confideration of 

the predifponent circumftances (MXCV.) ; 

of the antecedent fymptoms (MXCVI.); 

of the exciting caufes (MXCVIII.); of the 
violence and degree of the fymptoms:-when 

the difeafe has come on (MXCIV.); of 

cae. duration of the difeafe ; and of the 

effects of the remedies employed. 

‘MCXXIV. 

- From. the gréat danger: attending this 

difeafe when it has'come on (MCX XII.); 

it will readily appear that our care fhould 

be chiefly dire@ted to the prevention of it. 

This, I think, may be often done by avoid- 

ing the remote and exciting caufes; and 

how this may be accomplifhed, will be ob- 

vious
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vious from the enumeratibn of thofg caufes 

given above (MXCVIII.) But it will alfo 
appear from what is faid above, that the 
prevention of this difeafe will efpecially 
depend upon obviating the predifponent 

caufe; which, in moft cafes, feems to be a 

plethoric ftate of the blood-veflels of the 

brain. This, I think, may be obviated by 

different means; and, in the firft place, 

by a proper management of exercife and 

diet. a 
‘ a 

நார, 

The exercife ought to be fuch as may 

fupport the perfpiration, without heating 

the body or hurrying refpiration; and, 

therefore, commonly by fome mode of 

geftation. In perfons not liable to frequent 

fits of giddinefs, and who are accuftomed 

to riding on horfeback, this exercife is, of — 

all others, the beft. Walking, and fome 

L2 other
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other modes of bodily exercife, may be 
employed with the reftrictions juft now 
mentioned ; but in old men, and in men 
of corpulent habits, bodily exercife ought 

always to be very moderate. 

« MCXXVI. 

In perfons who pretty early in life fhow 

the predifpofition te apoplexy,. it is pro- 

pable that a low diet, with a good deal of 

exercife, might entirely prevent the dif- 

eafe; but, in perfons who are advanced in 

life before they think of taking precau- 

tions, and are at the fame time of a cor- 

pulent habit, which. generally fuppofes 

their having been -accuftomed to full li- | 

ving, it might not be fafe to put them up- 

on a low diet: and it may be enough that 

their diet be rendered. moré.moderate than 

ufual, -efpecially with refpe@ to animal- 

food ;
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food ; and that, at fuppersfuch food fhould 

be abftained from altogether. 

In drinking, all heating liquors are to 

be abftained from, as much as former ha~ 

bits will allow; and the fmalleft approach 

to intoxication is to be carefully {hunned. 

For ordinary draught, fmall, beer is to be 

preferred to plain water, as the latter is 

more ready to occafion coftivenefs, which 

in apoplectic habits zis to be carefully 

avoided. -The large ufe of tobacco in any 

fhape may be hurtful; and except in cafes 

where it has been accuftomed to occafion 

a copious excretion from the head, the in- 

terruption of which might not be fafe, 

the ufe of tobacco fhould be avoided ; and 

even in the circumftance mentioned, where 

it may be in fome meafure .neceflary, the. 

ufe of it fhould at leaft be rendered as mo- 

derate as poffible. 

L3 MCXXVIL
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‘  \MCXXVIL. 

Evacuations by ftool may certainly con- 

tribute to relieve the plethoric ftate of the 

veffels of the head; and, upon an appear- 

ance of any unufual turgefcence in thefe, 

purging will be very properly employed : 

but, when no fuch turgefcence appears, the 

frequent repetition of large purging might 

weaken the body ton much ; and, for pre- 

vonting apoplexy, it may for the moft part 

be enough to keep the belly regular, and 

rather open, by gentle laxatives. In the 

fummer feafon, it may be ufeful to drink, 

every morning, of a gentle laxative mines 

ral water, but never in large quantity. 

MCXXVIII. 

In the cafe of a plethoric ftate of the 

fyftem, it might be fuppofed that blood- 

Jetting would be the moft effectual means 

of
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of diminifhing the plethora, and of pre= 

venting its confequences* and, ‘when an. 

attack of apoplexy is immediately threat- 

ened, blood-letting is certainly the remedy 

to be depended upon ; and blood fhould 

be taken largely, if it can be done, from 

the jugular vein, or temporal artery. But, 

when no_ threatening turgefcence அற: 

-pears, the obviating plethora is not judi- 

cioufly attempted by blood-letting, as we 

have endeavoured to demonftraté above 

DCCLXXXVII. In doubtful circumftan- 

ces, leeches applied to the temples or fca- 

rifications of the hind-head, may be mor¢ 

fafe than general bleedings. 

MCXXIX. 

When there are manifeft fymptoms of 

a plethoric {tate in the veffels of the head, 

a feton, or pea-iffue, near the head, may 

L4 be
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be: very ufefal i in obviating any கப்‌ 
of eee blood. : * pa 

~ MCXXX. 

Thefe are the means to be employed for 

preventing the apoplexy which might arife 
from a plethoric {tate of the veflels of the 

brain ; and if, at the fame time, great 

care is taken to avoid the exciting caufes 

(MXCVIL-), thefe means will be generally 

fuccefsful. 

In the cafes proceeding from other caufes 
(MCXV.), as their application is fo im- 
mediately fucceeded by the difeafe, they 
hardly allow any opportunity for preven- 
tion. 

MCXXXI. 

For the Cure of apoplexies from inter- 
nal caufes, and which I fuppofe to be chiefly 

thofe
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and fatality of it require’ ‘that the proper 

remedies: be er one tar gely em= 

ployed. ! 

_The patient is to be batt as much as 

poflible in fomewhat of an ere& pofture, 

and in cool air; and therefore neither ina : 

warm chamber, nor covéred with bed= 

cloaths, nor furrounded with a crowd of 

people. é 

MOREE 

In all cafes of a full habit, and where 

the difeafe has been preceded by marks of 

a plethoric ftate, blood-letting is to be ime 

mediately employed, and very largely. In 

my opinion, it will be moft effeCtual whea 

the blood is taken from the jugular vein; 

but, if that cannot be properly done, it 

may be taken from the arm. The open- 

ing of the temporal artery, when a large 

branch
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branthc can be opened, fo as fuddenly to 

' pour out a confiderable quantity of blood, 

may alfo be an effectual remedy; but, in 

execution, it is more uncertain, and may 

be inconvenient. | It may be in fome mea- 

fure fupplied, by cupping and fcarifying 

on the temples or hind-head. | This, in- 

deed, fhould feldom be omitted; and thefe 

{carifications are always preferable to the 

application of leecher. : 

“With refpect to every mode of blood- 

letting, this is to be-obferved, that when 

in any cafe of apoplexy, it can be perceived 

that one fide of the body i is more affected 

with the lofs of motion than the other, 

the blood-letting, if poflible, fhould be 

made on the fide oppofite to that moft afs . 

fected. 3 

MCX XXIII. 

Another remedy to be employed is pur- 

ging,.



காணத கன eT 

OF PHYSICr ஏட 

ging, to be immediately attempted by a- 

crid glyfters; and at the fame time, if any. 

power of fwallowing remain, by draftic 

purgatives given by the mouth. Thefe, 

however, left they may excite vomiting, 

fhould be given in divided portions at 

proper intervals. 

MCXXXIV, 

Vomiting has been commended by fame 

ta 

practitioners and writers: but, apprehend- 

ing that this might impel the blood with 

too much violence into the’ veffels of the 

head, I have never employed it. 

MCXXXYV. 

Another remedy to be immediately em- 

ployed is bliftering; and I judge that this 

is more effectual when applied to the head, 

or near to it, than whenit is applied tothe 

an lower
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lower extremities.« This remedy Ido not 

confider as a ftitaulant, or capable of ma- 

making any confiderable revulfion: but, 

applied to the head, I fuppofe it ufeful in 

taking off the hemorrhagic difpofition fo 

often prevailing there. — 

MCXXXVI. 

It has been ufual with practitioners, to~ 

geti.cr with the remedies already mention- 

ed, to employ ftimulants of various kinds: 

but I am difpofed to think them generally 

hurtful; and they muft be fo, wherever the 

fullnefs of the veffels, and the impetus of 

the blood in thefe, is to be diminifhed. 

Upon this principle it is therefore agreed, 

that ftimulants are abfolutely improper in 

what is fuppofed to, be a fanguine apo- 

plexy ; but they are commonly fuppofed to 

be proper in the ferous. If, however, we be 

right in alleging that this alfo commonly 
| de-
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depends upon a pletheric ftate, of the 
blood-veffels of the brain, ftimulants muft 

be equally improper in ‘the one cafe as in 

the other. . 

MCXXXVIL. 

» Tt may be argued from bse almoft uni- 

verfa? employment of ftimulants, and 

fometimes with feeming advantage, that 

they may not be fo hurtful as my norzens 

of the caufes of apoplexy lead me to fap: 

pofe. But this argument is, in feveral re- 

fpects, fallacious; and particularly in this, — 

that in a difeafe which, under every ma-= 

nagement, often proceeds fo quickly toa 

fatal termination, the effects of remedieg 

are not to be eafily afcertained. 

அட அட்ட ag ¢ MCRAE 

(124 ஐ? vi
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- [have now mentioned the feveral reme= 

dies which I think adapted to the cure of 
apoplexy arifing from compreffion, and 
fhould next proceed to treat of the cure of 
apoplexy arifing from thofe caufes that di- 

rectly deftroy the mobility of the nervous 
power. But many of thofe caufes ate of-= 
ten fo powerful, and thereby fo fuddenly 
fata’ in their effects, as hardly to allow of 
time for the ufe of remedies; and fuch 
cafes therefore have been fo feldom the 
fubje€ts of practice, that the proper reme- 
dies are not fo well afcertained as to enable 

me to fay much of them here. 

MCXXXIX. 

When, however, the application of the 

caufes (MCXV.) is not fo powerful as im- 

mediately tq kill, and induces only an a- , 

popledtic
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popledctic ftate, fome efforts are to be made 

to obviate the confequences, and to reco= 

ver the patient: and even in fome cafes 
where the caufes referred to, from the cea= 

fing of the pulfe and of refpiration, and 

from a coldnefs coming upon the body, 

have induced an appearance of death; yet, 

if thefe appearances have not continued 

long, there may be means of recovering the 

perfons to life and health. I cannot, in- 

deed, treat this fubject completely; but for 

the cure of apoplexy from feveral of the 

caufes mentioned MCXV. fhall offer the 

following general directions. | 

1, When a poifon capable of producing 

apoplexy has been recently taken into the 

f{tomach, if a vomiting fpontaneoufly ari- 

fes, it is to be encouraged; or, if it does 

not fpontaneoufly come on, a vomiting is 

to be immediately excited by art, in order 

that the poifon may be thrown cut as 

quickly as poflible. If, however, the poi- 

3 fon
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fon has, been taken into the ftomach long 
before its effets have appeared, we judge 

that, upon their appearance, the exciting of 

vomiting will be ufelefs, and may perhaps 

be hurtful. 

~ 2. When the poifon taken into the fto- 

mach, or otherwife applied to the body, 

has already induced an apopleétic ftate, as 

thofe caufes do commonly at the fame 

time occafion a {tagnation or flower mo- 

tion of the blood in the veffels of the brain 

and of the lungs, fo it will generally be 

proper to relieve this congeftion by taking 

fome blood from the jugular vein, or from 

the veins of the arm. 

3. Upon the fame fuppofition of a con- 

geftion in the brain or lungs, it will gene- 

rally be proper to'relieve it by means of. 

acrid glyfters producing fome evacuation 

from the inteftines. 

4. When thefe ‘evacuations by blood- 

letting and purging have been made, the 

various
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various {timulants which have begn com= 
monly propofed in other cafes of apoplexy, 

may be employed here with more proba-= 
bility and fafety. One of the moft effec- 

tual means of roufing apopledtics of this 

kind feems to be throwing cold water on 

feveral parts of the body, or wafhing the 

body all over with it. ; 

5. Although the poifon producing apo- 

plexy happens to be ,fo powerful as very 

foon to occafion the appearances of death 

above mentioned ; yet if this ftate has not 

continued long, the patient may often be 

recoverable ; and the recovery is to be at- 

tempted by the fame means that are direc- 

ted to be employed for the recovery of 

drowned perfons, and which are now com- 

| monly known, 

Vou. I. பிடி CHAP.
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Or Patsy. 

MCXL. 

JALSY is a difeafe confifting in a lof 

of the power of voluntary motion, 

but affecting certain parts of the body on- 

ly, and by this it is diftinguithed from a- 
poplesy (MXCIV.) One of the moft fre- 

quent forms of palfy is when it affects the 

whole of the mufcles on one fide of the 

body ; and then the difeafe is named a He- 

miplegia, 

MCXLI.
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The lofs of the power of voluntary mo- 

tion may be owing* either to a morbid af- 

fection of the mufcles or organs of mo- 

tion, by which they are rendered unfit for 

motion ; or to an interruption of the influx 

of the nervous power into them, which is 

always neceflary to the motions of thofe 

that are under the power of the will. The 

difeafe, from the firft of thefe caufes, 288 

confifting in an organic and local affection, 

we refer entirely to the clafs of local dif- 

eafes. Iam here to confider ¢hat difeafe 

only which depends upon the interrupted 

influx of the nervous power ; and it is to 

this difeafe alone I would give the appel- 

lation of Pal/y. A difeafe depending on 

an interrupted influx of the nervous pow- 

er, may indeed often appear as merely 

a local affeCtion; but as it depends up- 

on an affection of the moft general powers 

M 2 of
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of the fyftem, it ¢annot be properly fepa- 
rated from the fyftematic affections. 

MCXLIL. 

~ In palfy, the lofs of motion is often. ac- 
companied wjth a lofs of fenfe: but as 
this is not conftantly the cafe; and as 

therefore the lofs of fenfe is not an effen- 

tial fymptom of palfy, I have not taken it 

into: my definition (MCXL.); and I fhall 

not think it neceflary to take any fur- 

ther notice of it in this treatife; becaufe, 

in fo far as @t is in any cafe a part of the 

paralytic affection, it muft depend upon 

the fame caufes, and will be cured alfo by 

the very fame remedies,-as the lofs of mo- 

tion, 

MCXLIIE.
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MCXLIUI: 

The palfy then, or lofs of motion, which 

is to be treated of here, may be diftin- 

guifhed as of two kinds; one of them de- 

pending upon an affection of the origin of 

the nerves in the brain, and the other de- 

pending upon an affection of the nerves 

in fome part of their courfe between the 

brain and the organs of motion. Of the 

latter, as appearing in a very partial aifec- 

tion, 1 am not to fpeak particularly here ; 

I fhall only treat of the more general pa- 

ralytic. affections, and efpecially of the he- 

miplegia (MCXL.). At the fame time I 

expect, that what I fhall fay upon this fub- 

ject will readily apply to both the patho- 

logy and practice in the cafes of affeCions 

more limited. 

M3 MCXLIY,
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“MCXLIV. 

The hemiplegia (MCXL.) ufually be- 

gins with, or follows, a paroxyf{m of apo- 

plexy ; and when the hemiplegia, after 

fubfifting for fome time, becomes fatal, it 

is commonly, by pafling again into the 

ftate of apoplexy. The relation therefore 

or affinity between the two difeafes, is fuf- 

ficiently evident; and is further ftrongly 

confirmed by this, that the hemiplegia 

comes upon perfons of the fame conftitu- 

tion (MXCV.), and is preceded by the 

fame fymptoms (MXCVIII.), that have 

been taken notice of with refpe@ to apo- 

plexy. 

MCXLV. 

When a fit of apoplexy has gone off} 

and there remains a ftate of palfy appear- 

ing as a partial affection only, it might per- 

haps
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hhaps be fuppofed that the origin, of the 
nerves is in a great meafure relieved ; but 
in fo far as commonly there {till remain 
the fymptoms of the lofs of memory, and” 
of fome degree of fatuity, thefel think. 
fhow that the organ of intelle@, or the: 
common origin of the nerves, is {till con- 
fiderably affected. | 

MCXLVI. 

Thus, the hemiplegia, from its evident 
connection with, and near relation to, 

apoplexy, may be properly confidered as 

depending upon like caufes; and confe- 

quently, either upon a compreflion pre- 

venting the flow of ‘the nervous power 

from the brain into the organs of motion, 

or upon the application of narcotic or other 

powers (MCXV.). rendering the nervous 

power unfit to flow in the ufual and pro-- 

per manner. 

M4 MCXLVII,
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We begin with confidering whe cafes de: 

ronding upon compreffion. 

The compreflion occafioning hemiplegia 

may be of the fame kind, and of all the 

different kinds that produce apoplexy; and 

therefore either from tumour, over-diften- 

tion, or effufion. The exiftence of tumour 

giving compreffion, may often be better 

difcerned in the cafe of palfy than in that 

of apoplexy, as its effects often appear at 

firft ina very partial affection. 

MCXLVIII. 
The other modes of compreffion, that 

is, of over-diftention and effufion, may, 

and commonly do, take place, i in hemiple- 

gia; and when they do, their operation 

here differs from that producing apoplexy, 

பட பட்‌



eee க்க டப  வல்‌ 

OP PHY & he 177 

by its effects being Partpal; and ony one: i” 

of the body only. © ட 

‘It mayfeem difficult to conceive that 

an over- diftention can take place in ‘the 

weflels on one fide of the brain only; but it 

may be underftood: and in the cafe of a 

palfy which is both partial and tranfitory, 

itis perhaps: the only ‘condition of the 

veffels of the brain that can be fuppofed. 

In a hemiplegia, indged, which fubfitts for 

any length of time, there is probably al- 

ways an effufion, either fanguine’ or ferous: 

but it is likely that even the latter muft be 

fupported by. a remaining congeftion in 

the blood-veffels. 

- MCOXLIX.’ 

That a fanguine effufion can happen 

without becoming very foon general, and 

thereby occafioning apoplexy and death, 

may al{o feem doubtful: bur diffections 

prove
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prove that in fa& st does happen occafion- 
ing palfy only ; ‘though it is true, that this 
more commonly depends upon an. effufion 
of ferous fluid, and of this only: 

‘MCL, 

Can a palfy occafioned by a compref= 

fion remain, though the compreflion be 

removed ? 

MCL. 

From what has been faid MCXLIV. it 

will be obvious, that the hemiplegia may 

be prevented by all the feveral means pro- 

pofed MCXXV. et fg. for the prevention 

of apoplexy. | | 

MCLII. 

Upon the fame grounds, the Curz. of 

3 palfy
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palfy muft be very mug¢h the fame with 
that of apoplexy (MCXXX. et feq.); and 
when palfy has begun as an apoplexy, it 
is prefumed, that, before it is to be cons 
fidered as palfy, all thofe feveral remedies 
have been employed. Indeed, even when 
it happens that: on the firft attack of the 
difeafe the apopledtic ftate is not very coms 
plete, and that the very firft appearance 
of the difeafe is ag ashemiplegia, the affi- 
nity between the two difeafes (MCXLIV.) 
is fuch as tq lead to the fame remedies in 
both cafes. This is certainly.proper in all 
thofe cafes in which we can with much 
probability impute the difeafe to compref= 

fion; and itis indeed feldom that a hemi- 

plegia from internal caufes. comes on but 

with a confiderable affection of the inter- 

nal and even of the external fenfes, toge- 
ther with other marks of a compreflion of 

the origin of the nerves. 

MCLIIT.
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- Not only, however, wher€ the difeafe 
can be imputed to compreffion, but even 
where it can be imputed to the applica> 
tion of narcotic powers, if the difeafe come 
on with the appearances mentioned at the 
end of laft paragraph, it is to be treated 

in the fame manner as an apoplexy by 

MCXXXI.—MCXXXIX, 

MCLIV. 

The cure of hemiplegia, therefore, on 

its firft attack, is the fame, or very nearly 

the fame, with that of apoplexy: and it 

feems requifite that it fhould be different 

only, 1. When the difeafe has fubfifted 

for fome time; 2. When the apoplectic 

fymptoms, or thofe marking a confiderable 

compreffion of the origin of the nerves, 

are removed; and particularly, 3. When 

there
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there are no evident marks of compreffion, 
s 

and it is at the fame time known that nar= 
cotic power@have been applied. 

MCLV. . 

In all thefe cafes, the queftion arifes, 
Whether ftimulants may: be employed, or 
how far the cure may be entirely trufted 

to fuch remedies? Upon this queftion, 

with ref{pect to apoplexy, I have offered my 

opinion in MCXXXVI. And, with 761028 

to hemiplegia, I am of opinion, that fti- 

mulants are almoft always equally. dange- 

rous as in the cafes of complete apoplexy; 

and particularly, 1. In all the cafes of he- 

miplegia fucceeding to a paroxyfm of com- 

plete apoplexy ; 2. In all che cafes coming 

upon perfons of the temperament men- 

tioned in MXCV. and after the fame an- 

tecedents as thofe of apoplexy (MCXVI.); 
டம்‌ செறிவு # adeb Soda,
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and, 3% In all the ‘cafes coming on with 
fymptoms of apoplexy from compreftion, 

ஓ 

00547. 

It is, therefore, in the cafes MCLIV. 
only, that ftimulants are properly admif- 
fible: And even in the two firft of thefe 

cafes, in which a plethoric: ftate of the 
blood-veflelsof the brain mayhave brought 
on the difeafe, in which a. difpofition to 

that ftate may {till continue, and in which 
even fome degree of congeftion may ftill 

remain, the ufe of f{timulants muft be an 

ambiguous remedy ; fo that perhaps it is 

in the third of thefe cafes only that fti- 
mulants are clearly indicated and admif- 

fible. 

MCLVII. 
A 

Thefe doubts with refpect to the ufe of — 

ftimu-
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ftimulants, may perhaps be overlgoked or 
difregarded by thofe who ‘allege that fti« 

“ mulants hawe been employed with ad- 
vantage even in thofe cafes (MCLV.) in 
which I have faid they ought to be a- 
voided. 

> 

MCLVIII. ட்‌ 

To compromife this contrariety of opi- 
nion, I muft obferve, that even in the cafes 
of hemiplegia depending upon’ compref- 

fion, although the origin of the nerves be 

fo much compreffed as to prevent fo full a 

flow of the nervous power as is neceflary 

to mufcular motion, yet it appears from. 

the power of fenfe ftill remaining, that the, 

nerves are, to a certain degree, {till per- 

vious; and therefore it is poflible that fti- 

mulants applied, may excite the energy of 

the brain fo much, as in fome meafure to 

force open the compreffed nerves, and to 

fhow
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fhow fome return of motion in paralytic 

mufcles, Nay, further, it may be allow- 

ed, that if thefe ftimulants be fuch as a@ 

more upon thé’nérvous than upon the fan- 

guiferous fyftem, they may poffibly be em- 

ployed without any very hurtful confe- 

quence. 

MCLIX. 

~ But ftillit will be obvious, that although 
certain ftimulants a@ chiefly upon the ner- 

vous fyftem, yet they alfo a&t always in 
fome meafure upon the fanguiferous ; fo 
that, when they happen to have the latter 

effect in any confiderable degree, they may 

certainly do much harm; and in a difeafe 

which they do not entirely cure, the mif- 

chief arifing from them may not be dif- 

cerned. 

3 DCL:
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Whilft the employment of ftimulants is 

fo often an ambiguous ptactice, we may 
perhaps go fome length towards a(certain= 
ing the matter, by confidering the nature 
of the feveral ftimulants which may be 
employed, and fome of the circumftances 
of their adminiftration. With this view, 
therefore, I fhall now mention the feveral 

ftimulants that have been commonly em-~ 

ployed, and offer fome remarks ‘upon theit 

nature and ufe. 

MCLXI. 

They are in the firft place to be diftin= 
. puifhed as external or internal. Of the firft 

_ kind, we again diftinguith them as they 

are applied to particular parts of the body 

only, or as. they are more generally ap~ — 

, Wor. HL N _ plied
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plied toc the whole fyftem. Of the firft 

kind are, | 
1. The concentrated acids of vitriol or 

nitre; involved, however, in oily or unc- 

tuous fubftances, which may obviate their 

corrofive, without deftroying their ftimu- 
lant power. 

2. The volatile alkaline {pirits, efpecially 

in their cauftic ftate ; but involved alfo in 

oils, for the purpofe juft now mentioned. — 

3. The fame volatile {pirits are frequent- 

ly employed by being held to the nofe, 

when they prove a powerful ftimulus to 

the nervous fyftem; but it is at the fame 

time probable, that they may alfo prove a 

{trong ftimulant to the blood-veflels of the 

brain. 

4. A brine, or ftrong folution of feax 

falt. ்‌ 
5. The effential oils of aromatic plants, 

or of their parts. 

6. The 
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6. The effential oils 6 கர்ணல்‌ or of | 
‘ther fuch refinous fubftances. 

7. The diftilled oils of amber, ot of othet 

bitiminotis ப்பி 

8. The reCified empyreumati¢ oils of 

animal or vegetable fubftances. 

9. Various vegetable acrids, particularly 

muftard. ப்‌ 

10. The acrid matter found in feveral 

infects, particularly cantharides.— 

Some of thefe ftimulants may be either _ 

applied in fubftance; or may be diffolved 
in ardent fpirits, by which their ftimulant 

power may be increafed, or mire conve- 

hiently applied. 

MCLXIL 

The greater part of the fubftancés now 
énumerated fhow their ftimulant power by 

inflaming the fkin of the part to which 

they are applied ; and when their applica 

Nz tion
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tion is fo. long ணர்‌. as to produce 

| 

this effect, it interrupts the continuance of | 
their ufe; and the inflammation of the 

part does not feem to do fo much good as 
the frequent repetition of a more moderate 
ftimulus, 

‘ 030117, 

Analogous to thefe ftimulants is the 
flinging of nettles, which has been fre- 
quently commended. | 

Among the external ftimulants, the me- 
chanical one of friGtion with the naked 
hand, the flefh-bruth, or flannel, is juitly 
to be reckoned. Can the impregnation of 
the flannels to be employed, with the fumes 

of burning maftic, olibanum, &c. be of 
any fervice ? 

MCLXIV.
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க... .. 
௪ அது MCLXIW, 

With refpect to he whole of thefe | x= 

— ternal ftimulants, i it is to be obferved, that 

‘they affect the part to which they are ap- 

  

plied much more than they do the whole 

fyftem, and they are therefore indeed fafer 

in ambiguous cafes; but, for the fame rea= 

fon, they are of lefs efficacy in curing a 

general affeGtion. , 
ணெ 

_ MCLXV. 

'The external applications which may be 

applied to affect the whole fy{tem, are the 

powers of. heat and cold, and of eledtri- 

‘city. 

Heat, as one of the moft powerful fti~ 

mulants of the animal ceconomy, has been - 

often employed in palfies, efpecially by 

warm bathing. But as, both by ftimula- 

ting the folids and rarefying the fluids, 

N3 - this
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this proves a rae ftimulus to the fan- 

guiferous fyftena, it is often an ambiguous 

remedy ; and has றல been mani- 

feftly hurtful in palfies depending upon a 

congeftion of blood in the veflels of the 

brain. The moft certain, and therefore 

the moft proper ufe of warm bathing in 

palfies, feems to be in thofe that have been 

occafioned by the application of narcotic 

powers. Are the natural baths more ufeful 

by the matters with which they may be 

naturally impregnated ? ' 

MCLXVI. 

Cold applied to the body for any length 

of time, is always hurtful to paralytic per- 

fons; but if it be not very intenfe, nor 

the application long continued, and if at 

the fame time the body be capable of a 

briflk reaction, fuch an application of cold 

is a powerful ftimulant of the whole fy- 
ftem,



  

291 
- tem, and has often been ufeful in curing 
palfy. But, if the powet of reaction in 

the body be weak, any application of cold 

may prove very hurtful. 

7 

ச ax MCLX VIL. 

EleGtricity, in a certain manner applied, 

is certainly one of the moft powerful fti- 

mulants that can be employed toact upon 

the nervous fyftem of animals; and there- 

fore much has been expected “from it in 

the cure of palfy. But, as it ftimulates the 

fanguiferous as well as the nervous fyftem, 

it has been often hurtful in palfies depend- 

ing upon a compreffion of the brain; and 

efpecially when it has been fo applied as to 

ac upon the veffels of the head. It is 

fafer when its operation is confined to par- 

ticular parts fomewhat remote from the 

head ; and, further, as the operation of e- 

JeGricity, when very ftrong, can deftroy 

| N4 the
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the mobility of the nervous power, “Fang 
of opinion, that 1 யா்‌ always to be employ 
ed with caution, “and that it is only fafe 
when applied with moderate force, and 
when confined to certain parts of the body 
remote from the head. Ik is alfo my opi 
nion, that its good effects are to be expec 

ted from i its repetition rather than from its 
force, and that it is particularly fuited to 
the cure of thofe palfies which have been 
produced > by the Se of narcotig 

powers, © 

MCLXVIII. 

Amongft the remedies of palfy, the ufe 

of exercife is not to be omitted. Ina he- 

miplegia, bodily exercife cannot be em- 

ployed; and in a more limited affediion, 

if depending upon a compreffion of fome 

part of the brain, it would be an ambi- 

_guoug



  

Be ous remedy: UE in gil cafes where the 

‘exercifes of geftation can’ be employed, 
they are proper; as, ee in cafes of com= 

preflion, the ‘ftimulus of fuch exercife i is 

moderate, and therefore fafe ; and, as it al- 

ways determines to the furface of ghe bo= 

dy, it is a remedy i in all cafes ‘of “ae 

ae 4 
2 

~The internal ftimulants employed in 

souk are various, but oe the follow- 

ing. ச 

1. The volatile alkaline falts, or fpirits, : 

as they are called, are very powerful and 

diffufive ftimulants, operating efpecially on 

the nervous fyftem; and even altho’ they 

operate on the fanguiferous, yet, if given in 

frequently repeated {mall rather than in 

large dofes, their operation being tranfitory, 

js tolerably fafe. : 
ட 24 டக்‌...
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2. The vegetables of the clafs natal 

Tetradynamia, are many of them powerful 
diffufive ftimulants ; and at the fame time, 

    

  

eas 

as quickly paffing out of the body, and 
therefore of tranfitory operation, they are 
often employed with fafety. As they com- 
‘monly prove diuretic, they may in this 
way alfo be of fervice in fome cafes of fe= 
rous palfy. 

3. The various aromatics, whether em- 

ployed in fubftance, in tindture, or in their 

effential oils, are often powerful ftimu- 

lants ; but being more adhefive and in- 

flammatory than thofe laft mentioned, they 

are therefore, in all ambiguous cafes, lef 

fafe. ; 

. 4. Some other wel vegetables lave 

been employed ; but we are not well ac- 

quainted with their peculiar virtues, or 

proper ufe. : 

5+ Some refinous fubftances, as guaia- 

cum, ans the terebinthinate fubftances, or 

their.



  

‘thie effetial coils, ற்கு with, fis 
probability, employed; but they are apt to 

become inflammatory. Decoctions of gua~ 
iacum, and | fome other fudorifics, have 

been directed to excite fweating by the 

application of the fumes of burning {pirit 

of wine in the laconicum, and have in that 

way been found ufeful. 

6. Many of the fetid வன்ன me- 

dicines have been frequently employed in 

pally; but I do not perceive in what man- 

ner they are adapted to the cure of this 

difeafe, and I have not obferved their good 

effects i in any cafes of it. 

7. Bitters, and the Peruvian bark, have 

alfo been employed; , but with no propriety 

or advantage that I can perceive. 

| MCLXX. a: 

With refpeé to the whole of thefe in- 

ternal ftimulants, it is to be obferved, that 

they
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DisEAsEs CONSISTING IN A WEAKNESS 

OR Loss OF MOTION IN EITHER THE 

Vira on NaTurat Functions. | 
2 

> 

C HA.P dh 

Or SyNCOPE OR FAINTING: 

MCLXXE 

“PCHIS is a difeafe in which the action 
3 of the heart and refpiration become 

confiderably weaker than ufual, or in which 
for
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fic a certain tigi thefe eS sets als 
together. 

~~ MCLEE. 

Phyficians having obferved that this af 
fetion occur§ in different degrees, have 

endeavoured to diftinguith thefe by diffe- 

_fent appellations : but as it is not poflible 

to afcer.ain thefe different degrees with 

any precifion, fo there can be no ftrid 

propriety in employing thofe different 

names; and I fhall here comprehend the 

whole of the affections of this kind undef 
the title of Syncope. 

MCLXXII. 

This difeafe fometimes coriies of fud= 

denly. to a confiderable degree, but fome- 

times alfo it comes on gradually’ ; and in 

the latter cafe, i it ufually comes on with a 

fenfe of languor, and of anxiety about the 

heart 2
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heart, accompanied at the fame time, or 

immediately after, with fome giddinefs, 

dimnefs of fight, and founding in the ears, 

Together with thefe fymptoms, the pulfé 

and refpiration become weak; and often fo 

weak, that the pulfe is fcarcely to be felt, 

or the refpiration to be perceived; and 

fometimes thefe motions, for @ certain 

time, ceafe altogether. While thefe fymp- 

toms take place, the face and whole fur- 

face of the body become pale, and more 

or lefs cold according to the degree and 

duration of the paroxy{m. Very coms 

monly, at the beginning of this, and du- 

ring its continuance, a cold fweat appears, 

and perhaps continues, on the fore-head, 

as well as‘on fome other parts of the body. — 

During the paroxyfm, the animal func- 

tions, both of fenfe and motion, are always 
in fome degree impaired, and very often 
entirely fufpended. A paroxyfm of fyncope 

is often, after fome time, fpontaneoufly re- 

covered ©
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covered from; ahd this recovery is genes 

rally attended with a fenfe of much anxies 
ty about the heart. — 

Fits of {yncope are frequently attended 

with, or end in, vomiting ; and fometimes 

with convulfions, or an epileptic fit, 

<> MCLEXIV. 

Thefe are the phenomena in this difs 

eafe ; and from every view of the greateft 

part of them, there cannot be a doubt that 

the proximate caufe of this difeafe is a 

"very weak or a total ceafing of the action 

of the heart. But it will be a very diffi- 

cult matter to-explain in what manner the 

feveral remote caufes operate in producing 

the proximate caufe. This, however, I 

fhall attempt, though with that diffidence 

which becomes me in attempting a fubje& . 

that has not hitherto been treated: with 

much fuccefs, 
2 fi MCL XXV«
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MCLXXIV. 

The remote caufe of fyncope may, in 

the firft place, be referred to two general 

heads. The one is, of thofe caufes exift- 

ing and acting in the brAin, or in parts of 

the body remote from the heart, but acting 

upon it by the intervention of the brain. 

The other general head of the remote cau- 

fes of fyncope, is of thofe exifting in the 

heart itfelf, or in parts very immediately 

connected with it, and thereby adting 

more dire@tly upon it in producing this 

difeafe. 

MCLXXV. 

In entering upon the confideration of the 

firft fet of thofe caufes (MCLXXIV.), I 

mutt affume a propofition which I fuppofe 

to be filly eftablifhed in Phyfiology. -It is 

this: That, though the mufcular fibres of 

ணர்‌, 5 0 the »
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the heare be enddwed with a certain de- 

gree of inherent power, they are flill, for 

fuch action as is neceflary to the motion of 

the blood, very conftantly dependent upon 

a nervous power fent into them from the 

brain. At leaft this is evident, that there 

are certain powers acting primarily, and 

perhaps gnly in the brain, which influence. 

and varioufly modify the action of the 

heart. 1 fuppofe, therefore, a force very 

conftantly during life exerted in the brain, 

with refpect to the moving fibres of the 

heart, as well as of every part of the body: 

which force I fhall call the Energy of the 

Brain; and which I fuppofe may be, on 

different occafions, ftronger or weaker with 

refpect ta the heart. 

MCLXXVI. 

Admitting thefe propofitions, it will be 

obvious, that if I can explain in what 

man-~
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mannér the firft fet? of remote caufes 
(MCLXKXIV.) diminith the energy of the 

brain, I fhall at the fame time explain in 

what manner thefe caufes occafion a fyn- 

cope: 7 

MCLXXVU. 

- To do this, I obferve, that one of the 

moft evident of the remote caufes of fyn- 

cope is a hemorrhagy, or an evacuation of 

blood, whether fpontaneous or artificial. 

And as it is very manifeft that the energy 

of the brain depends upon a certain fulnefs 

and tenfion of its blood-veffels, for which 

nature feems to have induftrioufly provided 

by fuch a conformation of thofe blood- 

veffels as retards the motion of the blood 

both in the arteries and veins of the brain; 

fo we can readily perceive, that evacuations 

of blood, by-taking off the fulnefs and ten- 

fion of the blood-veffels of the brain, and 

O2 thereby
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thereby diminifhing its energy with te- 
{pect to the heart, may occafion a fyncope. 
In many perfons; a fmall evacuation of 
blood will have this effe¢t; and_in fuch 

cafes there is often a clear proof of the 

manner in which the caufe operates, from 

this circumftanee, that the effect can be 

prevented by laying the body in a hori- 

zontal pofture ;, which, by favouring the 

afflux of the blood by the arteries, and re- 

tarding the return of it by the-veins, pre- 

ferves the neceflary fulnefs of the veflels of 

the brain. 

It is farther to be remarked here, that 

not only an evacuation of blood occafions © 

fyncope, but that even a change in the 

diftribution of the blood, whereby a larger 

portion of it flows into one part of the 

fyftem of blood-veffels, and confequently 

lefs into otherg, may occafion a fyncope. 

It is thus I explain the fyncope that rea- 

dily occurs upon the evacuation of hydro- 

pic
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pic waters, which had before filled the cat 

ties of the abdomen or thorax. Itis thus alfo 

I explain the fyncope that fometimes hap- 

pens on blood-letting, but which does not 

happen till the ligature which had been 

employed is untied, and admits a larger 

afflux of blood into the blood-veffels of the 

arm. Both thefe cafes of fyncope fhow, 

that an evacuation of blood does not al- 

ways occafion the difeafe by any general 

effect on the whole fyftem, but often mere- 

ly by taking off the requifite fulnefs of the 

blood-veflels of the brain, 

MCLXXVIII. 

The operation of fome others of the re- 

mote caufes of fyncope, may be explained 

on the following principles. Whilft the 

energy of the brain is, upon different oc- 

cafions, manifeftly ftronger or weaker, it 

feems to be with this condition, that 4 

023 ftronger
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fironger exertion of it is neceflarily fol- 

lowed by a-weaker ftate of the fame. It 
feems to depend upon this law in the ந்த 

ftitution of the nervous power, that the 

ordinary contraction of a mufcle is always 

_ alternated with a relaxation of the fame; 

that, unlefs a contraGion proceeds to the 

degree of {pafm, the contracted ftate can- 

not be long continued: and it feems to 

depend upon the fame caufe that the vo- 

luntary motions, which always require an 

unufual increafe’ of exertion, occafion fa- 

tigue, debility, and at length irrefiftible 

fleep. | 

From this law, therefore, of the nervous 

power, we may underftand why a fudden 

and violent exertion of the energy of the 

brain is fometimes followed by fuch a di- 

minution of it as to occafion a fyncope ; 

and it is thus I fuppofe that a violent fit 

of joy produces fyncope, and even death. 

It is upon the fame principle alfo, I fup- 

pofe,
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pofe, that an exquifite pain may fometimes 
excite the energy of the brain more ftrongly 

than can be fupported, and is therefore 

followed by fuch a diminution as muft 

occafion fainting. But the effec of this 

principle appears more clearly in this, that 

a fainting readily happens upon the fud- 

den. remiffion of a confiderable pain; and 

thus I have feen a fainting occur upon the 

reduction of a painful diflocation. _ 
த்‌ 

MCLXXIX. ” 

It feems to be quite analogous. when a 

fyncope immediately happens on the finifh- 

ing of any great and long-continued effort, 

whether depending on the will, or upon a 

propenfity; and in this way a fainting 

fometimes happens to a woman ‘on the 

bearing of a child. This may be well 

illuftrated by obferving, that in perfons 

already much weakened, even a very mo- 

௦4 derate
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derate effort will fotnetimes occafion faint- 
ing. 

MCLEXX. 

To explain the operation of fome other 
caufes of fyncope, it may be obferved, that 

as the exertions of the energy of the brain 

are ef{pecially under the influence of the 

will, fo it is well known that thofe modi- 
fications of the will which are named Paf- 

fions and Emotions, haye a powerful in- 

fluence on the energy of the brain in its 

actions upon the heart, either in increafing 

or diminifhing the force of that energy. 

Thus, anger has the former, and fear the 

latter effeét; and thence it may be under~ 

ftood how terror often occafions a fyncope 

fometimes of the moft'violent kind, named 

Afphyxia, and fometimes death itfelf, 

MCLXXXI.
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ச்‌ ~~” MCLXX&I. 
As, from what I have juft mentioned, 

it appears, that the emotions of defire in- 

creafe, and thofe of averfion diminith, the 

energy of the brain; fo it may be under- 

ftood, how a ftrong ayerfion, a horror, or 

the feeling which arifes upon the fight of 

avery difagreeable obje&, may occafion 

fainting. As an example of this, I have 

known more than one inftance of a per- 

- fon’s fainting at the fight of a fore in ano- 
ther perfon, | ae 

‘MCLXXXIL 

To this head: of horror and difguft, 1 

refer the operation of thofe odours which 

in certain perfons occafion fyncope. It 

may be fuppofed, that thofe odours are en- 

dowed with a directly fedative power, and 

-may thereby occafion fyncope; but they 

3 are, 
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are, many of therh, with refpe& to other 
perfons, evidently of a contrary quality ; : 

and it appears to me, that thofe odours 
occafion fyncope only in thofe perfons to 

whom they are extremely difagreeable. 

MCLEXXII. 

It is, however, very probable, that aniéng 

the caufes of fyncope, there are fome which, 

analogous to all thofe we have already 

mentioned, act by a directly fedative 

power: and fuch may either be diffufed 

in the mafs of blood, and thereby com- 

municated to the brain; or may be only 

taken into the ftomach, which fo readily 

and frequently communicates its affections 

to the brain. 
a 

MCLXXXIV. 

Having now enumerated, and, as I hope, 
ex-
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explained, the moft paft of thes remote. 

080169 of fyncope, that either operate im- 
mediately upon the brain, or whofe ope- 

ration upon other parts of the body is 

communicated to the brain, ic is proper 

to obferve, that the moft part of thefe 

caufes operate upon certain perfons more 

readily and more powerfully than upon 

others; and this circumftance, which may 

be confidered as the predifponent caufe of 

fyncope, deferves to be inquired into.2s° 

It is, in the firft. place, obvious, that the 

operation of fome of thofe ‘caufes depends 

entirely upon an idiofyncrafy in the per- 

fons upon whom they operate; which, 

however, I cannot pretend to explain. 

But, in the next place, with refpec to the 

greater part of the other caufes, their ef- 

feéts feem to depend upon a temperament 

which is in one degree or other in com- 

mon to many perfons. This tempera-_ 

ment
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“ ment feems to confit 1 in a great degree of 

‘ fenfibility and*mobility, arifing from a 

{tate of debility, fometimes depending up- 

on original conformation, and fometimes 

produced by accidental occurrences in the ச்‌ 

courfe of life, 

6 MCLXXXV. 

_. The fecond fet of the remote caufes of 

fyncope (MCLXXIV.), or thofe acting 

directly upon the heart itfelf, are certain 

organic affections of the heart itfelf, or of : 

the parts immediately connected with it, 

particularly the great veffels which pour 

blood into or immediately receive it from 

the cavities of the heart. Thus a dilata- 

tion or aneurifm of the heart, a polypus 

in its cavities, ab{ceffes or ulcerations in 

its fubftance, a clofe adherence of the pe- 

ricardium to the furface of the heart, aneur 

rifms of the great veffels near to the heart, . 
poly-
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olrins 3 in thefe, and offifications én thefe 

or im the valves of the- heart, are one or 

other of them conditions which, upon dif=. 

fection, have been difcovered in thofe pers 

fons who had before laboured under fre 

‘quent fyncope: 

MICLER RVI. ° 

It is dbvious, that thefe conditions’ até 

all of them, either fuch as may, upon oc= 

cafion, difturb the freé and regular influx 

into, or the free egrefs of the blood from, 

the cavities of the heart; or fuch as may 

otherwife difturb its regular action, by 

fometimes interrupting it, or fometimes 

exciting it to more violent and convulfive 

action. The latter is what is named the 

Palpitation of the Heart, and it commonly 

occurs in the fame perfons who are liable 

to fyncope. 

MCLXXXVIL.
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— It is this, as I pial, that icactes us to 

perceive in what manner thefe organic af- 

fections of the heart and great veflels may 

occafion fyncope: for it may be fippofed, 

that the violent exertions made in palpita~ 

tions may either give occafion to an alter- 

nate great relaxation (MCLXXVIIL), or 

to a {pafmodic contraction; and in either 

way iufpend the action of the heart, and 

occafion fyncope.. It feems to me probable, 

that it is a fpafmodic contraction of the 

heart that occafions the intermiffion of the 

pulfe fo frequently accompanying palpita- 

tion and fyncope. | 

MCLXXXVIUL. 

Though it frequently happens that pal- 

pitation and fyncope arife, as we have faid, 

from the organic affections above men- + 

tioned,
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tioned, it is proper to dbferve, that thefe 

difeafes, even when ina violent degree, do 

not always depend on fuch caufes acting 

direCtly on the heart, but. are often’ de- 

pendent on fome of thofe caufes which we 

have mentioned above as acting primarily 

on the brain. sich 

MCLEXXIX. 

I have thus endeavoured to give the pa- 

thology of fyncope; and of the cure I can 

treat very fhortly. 

The cafes of fyncope depending on the 

fecond fet of caufes (MCLXXIV.), and ful- 

ly recited in MCLXXXV., I fuppofe to be 

generally incurable; as our art, fo far 2 I 

know, ‘has not yet taught us to cure’ any 

one of thofe feveral caufes of fyncope 

(MCLXXXV.) 

_ The cafes of fyncope, depending on the 

firft fet of caufes (MCLXXIV.), and whofe 

Wag 7 eo
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éperatidén I have.endeavoured to explain 

in MCLXXVIL. et /ég. I hold to be gene- 
fally curable, either by avoiding the fe- 

veral occafional caufes "there pointed out; 

or by correcting the predifponent caufes 

(MCLXXXIV.) The latter, I think, may 

generally be done by correcting the debi- 

lity or «mobility of the fyftem, by the 

means which I have already had occafion 

39 point out in another place. 

‘ 

CHAP.
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MCXC, 

Wanr of appetite, a {queamifhnefs, 

fometimes a vomiting, fudden and 

tranfient diftentions of the ftomach, eruc- 

tations of various kinds, heartburn, pains 

in the region of the ftomach, and a bound 

belly, are fymptoms which frequently con- 

cur in the fame perfon, and therefore may 

be prefumed to depend upon one and the 

fame proximate caufe. In both views, 

Vou, Ul. P there-
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therefore, they may be confidered as form 

ing one and the fame difeafe, to which we 

have given the appellation of Dy/pep/ia, fet 

at the head of this chapter. 

ந. 

MCXCI. 

But as this difeafe is alfo frequently 2 

fecondary and fympathic affection, fo the 

fymptoms above mentioned are often join- 

ed with many others; and this has given, 

~ occafion to a very confufed and undeter- 

mined defcription of it, under the general 

title of Nervous Difeafes, or under that of 

Chronic Weaknefs. It is proper, howevery 

to diftinguifh ; and I apprehend the fymp- 

‘toms enumerated above are thofe effential 

to the idiopathic affection I am now to 

treat of, 

MCXCII. 

SF
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MCXCII: 

It is indeed to be particularly obferved, 
that thefe fymptoms are often truly ac- 

companied with a certain ftate of mind 

which may be confidered as a part of the 

idiopathic affetion: but & fhall take no 

further notice of this fymptom ia the pre- 

fent chapter, as it will be fully and more 

properly confidered in the next, under the 

title of Hypochondriafis. j 

MCXCIII. 

That there is a diftin@ difeafe attended 
always with the greater part of the above 

fymptoms, is rendered very probable by 

this, that all thefe feveral fymptoms may 

arife from one and the fame caufe; that 

is, from an imbecility, lofs of tone, and 

weaker ation in the mufcular fibres of the 

Stomach: and I conclude therefore, that 

P2 this
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this imbecility may be confidered as the 
proximate caufe of the difeafe I am to treat 

of under the name of Dyfpepfia. 

| MCXCIV. 

The imbecikty of the ftomach, and the 

confequefit fymptoms (MCXC.), may, 

however, frequently depend upon fome 

organic.affection of the ftomach itfelf, as 

tumour, ulcer, or -fcirrhofity; or upon 

fome affection of other parts of the body 

communicated to the ftomach, as in gout, 

amenorrhcea, and fome others. In all thefe 

cafes, however, the dyfpeptic fymptoms 

are to be confidered as fecondary or fym- 

pathic affections, to be cured only by 

curing the primary difeafe. Such fecon- 

dary and fympathic cafes cannot, indeed, 

be treated of here: but as I prefume that 

the imbecility of the ftomach may often 

take place without eithervany organic af> 
fection 

‘ty 
க
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fection of this part, or any moré primary 

affection in any other part of the body ; 3 fo 

I fuppofe and expect it will appear, from 

the canfideration of the remote caufes, thar 

the dy{pepfia may be often an idiopathic 
affection, and that it is therefore properly 

taken into the fyftem of methodical Nofo- 

logy, and becomes the fubject of our con- 
fideration here, 

ச 

ரர, எத 

There can ர்‌ little doubt, it in moft 

cafes, the weaker action of the mufcular 

fibres of the ftomach, is the moft frequent 

and chief caufe of the fymptoms mention- 

ed in MCXC.; but dare not maintain it 

to be'the only caufe of idiopathic dyfpep- 

fia, There is, pretty certainly, a peculiar 

fluid in the ftomach of animals, or at leaft 

a peculiar quality in the fluids, that .we 

know to be there, upon which he fel ge 

Pi tion 
fe
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tion of the alimenté taken into the ftomach 
chiefly depends: and it is at the fame time 
probable, that the peculiar quality of the 
diffolving or digefting fluids may be vari- 
oufly changed, or that their quantity may 

be, upon occafion, diminifhed. It is there- 

fore fufficiently probable, that a change 

in the quality or quantity of thefe fluids 

may produce a confiderable difference in 

the phenomena of digeftion, and parti- 

cularly may give occafion to many of 

the morbid appearances mentioned in 
MCXC. | 

MCXCVI. 

This feems to be very well founded, 

and points out another proximate caufe of 

dyfpepfia befide that we have already af- 

figned: But, norwithftanding this, as the 

peculiar nature of the digeftive fluid, the 

changes which it may yndergo, or the 
்‌ caufes



  

antes ்‌ which it may க cht re 
all matters fo little known, that I cannot 

found any practical do@rine upon’ any 

fappofition with refpedt to them; and as, 
at the fame time, the imbecility of the fto- 

mach, either as caufing the change in the 

digettive fluid, or as being induced by that 

change, feems always to. be. prefent, and to 

have a great fhare in occafioning the fymp- 

toms of indigeftion; fo | thall ftill confider 
the imbecility of the ftomach as the proxi- 

mate and almoft fole caufe of dyfpepfia. 

And I more readily admit of this manner 

of proceeding; as, in my opinion, the doc- 

trine applies very fully and clearly to the 

explaining the whole of the pra¢tice which 

experience has eftablifhed as the moft fuc- 

.cefsful in this difeafe. — 

04 MCXCVIIL.
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நக 
Confidering this, then, as the proximate 

caufe of dyfpepfia, I proceed to mention 

the feveral remote caufes of this difeafe; as 

they are fuch, as, on different occafions, 

feem to produce a lofs of tone in the muf- 

cular fibres of the ftomach. They may,! 

think, be confidered under two heads. 

‘The firf is, of thofe which aét directly and 
immediately upon the ftomach itfelf: The 

fecond is, of thofe which act upon the 
whole body, or particular parts of it, but 

in confequence of which the ftomach is 

chiefly or almoft only affected. 

MCXCVIIL 

Of the firft kind are, _ 

1. Certain fedative or narcotic fubftan- 

ces taken into. the ftomach ; fuch as tea, 

coffee,
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coffee, tobacco, ardent fpirits, opium, bit- 
ters, aromatics, putrids, and acefcents. ' 

2. The large and frequent drinking of 

warm water, or of warm watery liquids. 

3. Frequent furfeit, or immoderate re- 

pletion of the ftomach. 3 

4. Frequent vomiting, whether fponta- 

neoufly arifing, or excited by art, 

ட. Very frequent fpitting, or rejeCtion 

of faliva.: கல்‌ ்‌ 
ச 

MCXCIX, 

Thofe caufes which act upon the whole 

body, or upon particular parts and fune- 

tions of it, are, : 

1. An indolent and fedentary life. 

2. Vexation of mind, and diforderly 

paflions of any kind. 

: 3. Intenfe ftudy, or clofe application to 

bufinefs too long continued. 

4. Excefs in venery. 

கதித்த
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5. Frequent injoxication ; which partly 

belongs to this oe odes to. நடை for- 

mer. ர்‌ 4 

6. The ieee much onesie to moift 

and cold air when without exercife. 

- Though the difeafe, as proceeding : from 

the laft fet of. ‘caufes, may be confidered as 

a fymptomatic affection only ; yet as the 

affeGtion of the ftomach is generally the 

firft, always the chief, and often the only 

effeét which thefe caufes produce or difco- 

ver, I think the affection of the ftomach 

may be confidered as the difeafe to be at- 

tended to in practice ; and the more pro- 

perly fo, as in many cafes the general de~ 

bility is only to be cured by reftoring the 

tone of the ftomach, and by remedies firkk 

applied to this organ, — 

= MCC. 
* 

For the cure of this difeafe, we form 

three
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three feveral indications £ a — a 
palliative, and a curative.” 

~The fir is, to avoid or remove the 3 Te- . 

mote caufes juft now enumerated. 

The /ccond is, to remove thofe fymptoms 
which efpecially contribute to aggravate 

and continue the difeafe. — And, 1029 மிட 

06 /சச2 18) 0௦ 161076 (156 (002 ௦8 ஸ்6 
ftomach ; that is, to correct or rémove the 

proximate caufe of the difeafe. ம்‌ 

MCCI, 

The propriety and neceflity of the firft 

“indication is fufficiently evident, as the 

continued application, or frequent repeti- 

tion of thofe caufes, mutt contiaue the dif- 

eafe; may defeat the: ufe of remedies; or, 

in fpite of thefe, may occafion the recur- 

rence of the difeafe. It is ‘commonly the: 

negle&t of this indication which renders 

‘this difeafe fo frequently obftinate. How . 

Ho the



the indication ig to be executed, will be 
fufficiently obvious from the confideration 
of the feveral caufes: but it is proper for 

the practitioner to attend to this, that the 

- execution is often exceedingly difficult, be- 

caufe it is not eafy'to engage men to break 

in upon eftablifhed habits, or to renounce 

the purfuit of pleafure; and particularly, 

to perfuade men that thefe practices are 

truly hurtful which they have often prac- 

tifed with feeming impunity. 

MCCHI, 

The fymptoms of this difeafe which ர 

{pecially contribute to aggravate and con= 

tinue it, and therefore require to be. more 

மாப்‌ “corredted. or removed, are, 

_ firft, the. crudities of the {tomach already 

Produced by the difeate, and difcovered 

by a lofs of appetite, by a fenfe of weight 

and aneafinel i in பனகன. and. partic 

=  cularly 

+ 
si” ப அத அத
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cularly by the erd@adion of பஸ்ல. 

digefted matters. 

Another fymptom to be immediately 

corrected, is an unufual quantity, or a 

higher degree than ufual, of acidity pre= 

fent in the ftomach, difcovered by various 

diforders in digeftion, and by, other effects 
to be mentioned afterwards. ச 

The third fymptom aggravating the dif- 

eafe, and otherwife in itfelf urgent, is 605 

flivenefs, and therefore conftantly requi- 

ring to be relieved, — 

MCCIV. 

The fir? of thefe fymptoms is to be re- 

lieved by exciting vomiting ; and the ufe 

of this remedy, therefore, ufually and pro- 

perly begins the cure of this difeafe. The 

vomiting may be excited by various means, 

more gentle or more violent.. The former 

may anfwer the பதடி of evacuating the 

con-
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contents of the flomach : but emetics, and 

vomiting, may alfo excite the ordinary 

action of the ftomach; and both, by va- 

fioufly agitating the fyftem, and particu- 

larly by determining to the furface of the 
body, may contribute to remove the caufes 

of the difeafe. But thefe latter effets can 

only be«obtained by the ufe of emetics of 

the more powerful kind, fuch as the anti= 

monial emetics efpecially are. 

c 

MCCV. 

The fecond fymptom to be palliated, ig 

an excefs of acidity, either in quantity or 

quality, in the contents of the ftomach. 

In man there is a quantity of acefcent ali- 

ment almoft conftantly taken in, and, as I 

think, always undergoes an acetous fer= 

mentation in the ftomach; and it is there- 

fore that, in the human ftomach, and in 

* the ftomachs of all animals ufing vegetable 

2. 
food; 

Ss
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food, there is always found an acid pre 

fent. This acid, however, is generally in- 
nocent, and occafions no diforder, ‘unlef 
either the quantity of it is very large, or 
the acidity proceeds to a higher degree 
than ufual. But, in either of thefe cafes, 
the acid occafions various diforders, as fla- 
tulency, eructation, heartburn, gnawing 
pains of the ftomach, irregular appetites 

and cravings, loofenefs, griping, emacia= 

tion, and debility, To obviate or remove 

thefe effects aggravating and continuing 

the difeafe, it is not only neceflary to cor= 

rect the acid prefent in the ftomach; but, 

efpecially as this acid proves a ferment des 

termining and increafing the acefcency of 

the aliments afterwards taken in, itis pro= 

per alfo, as foon as poffible, to correct the 

difpofition to exceflive acidity. 

MCCVI.
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. Mccvi. vs ght 

அ The acidity prefent in the ftomach may 

be corrected by the ufe of alkaline falts, or 

abforbent earths; or by fuch fubftances, 

containing thefe, as can be decompofed 

by the acid of the ftomach. Of the alka- 

lines, the cauftic is more effectual than the 

mild; and this accounts for the effects of 

lime-water. By employing abforbents, we 

avoid the excefs of alkali, which might 

fometimes take place, The abforbents are. 

different, as they form a neutral more or 

lefs laxative; and-hence the difference be- 

tween magnefia alba and other abforbents. 

It is to be obferved, that alkalines and ab= 

forbents may be employed to excefs; as, 

when employed in largequantity,they may 

deprive the animal fluids of the acid ne- 

ceffary to their proper compofition. 

MCCVII.
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~ MCCCL, : 

The arm of the fame fide is generally af- 

fected at the fame time; and, even when 

no voluntary motion is attempted, the arm 

is frequently agitated with various convul- 

five motions. But efpecially when volun- 

tary motions are attempted, thefe are not 

properly executed, but are varioufly hur- 

ried or interrupted by convulfive motions 

in a direction contrary to tha‘ intendéd. 

The moft common inftance of this is in 

the perfon’s attempting to carry a cup of 

liquor to his mouth, when it is only after 

repeated efforts, interrupted by frequent 

convulfive retraGtions and deviations, that 

the cup can be carried to the mouth. 

MCCCLI, 

It appears to me, that the will often 

yields to thefe convulfive motions, as to a 

Aa4 pro-
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cafes of palpitation arifing’ from caufes 
producing an accumulation of blood in 

the great veflels near to the heart. 

MCCCLIX. 

A third head of the cafes of palpitation; 

is of thofe arifing from a more violent and 
rapid influx of the nervous power into the 

miufcular fibres of the heart. It ts in this 

manner that I fuppofe various caufes act= 

ing in the brain, and particularly certain 

emotions of the mind, occafion palpita- 

tion. os 

MCCCLX. 

A fourth head of the cafes of palpita- 

tion, is of thofe arifing from caufes produ- 

cing a weaknefs in the action of the heart, 

‘by diminifhing the energy of the brain 

with refpe@ to it. That fuch eaufes ope- 

I. rate
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fate in producing palpitation, I prefume 

from hence, that all the feveral caufes 

mentioned above (MCLXXVIL. et /eq.), 
as in this manner producing fyncope, do 

often produce palpitation. 1615 on this 

ground that thefe two difeafes are affec=- 

tions frequently occurring in the fame per- 

fon, as the fame caufes may occafion the 

one or the other, according to the force of 

the caufe and mobility of the perfon acted 

upon. It feems to be a law of the human 

ceconomy, that a degree of debility occur- 

ring in any function, often produces a 

more vigorous exertion of the fame, or at 

leaft an effort towards it, and that com- 

monly in a convulfive manner. 

I apprehend it to be the convulfive ac- 

tion, frequently ending in fome degree of 

a fpafm, that gives occafion to the inter- 

mittent pulfe fo frequently accompanying 

palpitation. 

MCCCL&I,
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guifhed Afthma from Dy{pneea chiefly, 

and almoft folely, by the former being the 

fame affeGtion with the latter, but in a 

higher degree. Neither of thefe applica- 

tions of the term feems to have been cor- 

rect or proper. 1am of opinion, that the | 

term Afthma may be moft properly ap- 

plied, and fhould be confined, to,a cafe of 

difficult breathing that has peculiar fymp- | 

toms, and depends upon a peculiar proxi- 

mate caufe, which I hope to aflign with 

fufficient certainty.. It is this difeafe I am 

now to treat of, and it is nearly what 

Practical Writers have generally diftin- 

jguifhed from the other cafes of difficult 

breathing, by the title of Spafmodic Afth- 

ma, or of Afhma convulfivum; although, 

by not diftinguifhing it with fofficient ac- 
curacy from the other cafes of Dy{pneea, 

they have introduced a great deal of con- 

fufion into their treatifes on this fubject. 

MCCCLXXIV.
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many hours together, and particularly 

from midnight till the morning is far ad- 

vanced. Then commonly a remiffion takes 
place by degrees; the breathing becomes 

tefs laborious and more full, fo that the 

perfon can fpeak and cough with more 

eafe; and, if the cough brings up fome mu- 

cus, the remiffion becomes immediately 

more confiderable, and the perfon falls in- 
to a much wifhed-for fleep. 

ட்‌ 

8 

MCCCLXXVIE. 

During thefe fits the pulfe often conti+ 

nues in its natural ftate; but in fome per- 

fons the fits are attended with a frequency 

of pulfe, and with fome heat and thirft, as 

marks of fome degree of fever. If urine 

be voided at the beginning of a fit, it is 
commonly in confiderable quantity, and 

with little colour or odour; but, after the 

fit is over, the urine voided is in the ordi- 

2 nary
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difficulty of breathing returns towards the 

evening; and then fometimes gradually in- 

creafes, till it becomes as violent as in the 

night before: or if, during the day, thé 

difficulty of breathing has been moderate, 

and the perfon gets fome fleep in the firft 

part of the night, he is, however, waked 

about midnight, or at fome time between 

midnight* and two o’clock in the morn- 

ing; and is then fuddenly feized with a fit 

of difficult breathing, which runs the fame 

courfe as the night before. 

MCCCLEXIX, 

In this manner fits return for feveral 

nights fucceflively ; but generally, after 

- fome nights paffed in this way, the fits 

faffer more confiderable remiffions. This 

efpecially happens when the remiffions are 

attended with a more copious expedtora- 

tion
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tion in the’ mornings, and that this con- 

tinues from time to time throughout the 

‘day. In thefe circumftances, afthmatics, 

for a long time after, have not only moreé 

eafy days, but enjoy alfo nights of entire 

fleep, without the recurrence of the dif- 

2216. ae 

MCCCLXXX. 

When this difeafe, however, has oitcé 
taken place in the manner above defcri- 

bed, it is ready to ‘return at times for the 

whole of life after. Thefe returns, how- 

éver, happen with different circumftances 

in different perfons. | 

MCCCLXXXL. 

In forme perfons the fits are readily ex- 

cited by external heat, whether of the 

weather or of a warm chamber, and par- 

Voz. III. Cc ticularly 

}
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ticularly by warm bathing. In fuch’ per= 

fons fits are more frequent ட fummer, 

and particularly during the dog-days, than 

at other colder feafons. The fame perfons 

are alfo readily affected by changes of the 

weather 3 efpecially by fudden changes 

made from a colder toa warmer, or, what 
is commonly the fame thing, from a hea- 
vier to a lighter atmofphere. ‘Fhe fame 
_perfons are alfo affected by every circum- 
ftaace threatening the capacity of the tho- 
Fax, as by ‘any ligature made, or even by 
a plafter laid, upon it; and a like effe& 
happens from any increafed bulk of the 
ftomach, either by a full meal, or by air 
colle@ed in it. They are likewife much 
affected by exercife, or whatever elfe can 
hurry the circulation of the blood. 

MCCCLEXXIL 

_ As afthmatic a feems thus to depend 

- - upon
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‘That this difeafe is an affeGtion of the 

nervous fyftem, and depending upon a 

mobility of the moving fibres of the lungs, 

appears pretty clearly from its being fre- 

quently connected with other fpafmodic 

affetions depending upon mobility; fuch 

as hyfteria, hypochondriafis, dy{pepfia, and 

atonic gous. 

MCCCLXXXIV. 

From the whole of thg hiftory of afthma 

now delivered, I think it will readily ap- 

pear, that the proximate caufe of this dif- 

eafe is a preternatural, and in fome mea- 

{ure a fpafmodic, conftrition of the muf- 

cular fibres of the bronchiz; which not 

only prevents the dilatation of the bron- 

chiz neceflary to a free and full infpira- 

tion, but gives alfo a rigidity which pre- 

vents a full and free exfpiration. This 

preternatural conftriction, like many other 
ச்‌ 0014
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of the caufes, which we have affigned as 

caufes of feveral of the fpecies of difficulr 

breathing referred to: the genius of Dyfp- — 

nea, may have the effect of exciting a ge- 
-muine afthmatic fit. Whether this can 
happen to any but the peculiarly predifpo- 

fed to afthma, lam uncertain; and there- 

fore, whether, i in any fuch cafes, the afth- 

ma may be confidered as fymptomatic ; or 

if, in all fuch cafes, the afthma may not 
{till be confidered and பட்‌ as an idio= 

pathic difeafe. 

MCCCLEXXVI. 

The afthma, though often threatening 

immediate death, feldom occafions it; and 

many perfons have lived long under this 

difeafe. In many cafes, however, it does 
prove fatal; fometimes very quickly, and 
perhaps always at length. In fome young 

perfons it has ended foon, by occafioning 

a
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a phthifis pulmonalis, : After a long con- 

tinuance, it often ends ina hydrothorax 3 

and commonly, by occafioning fome aneu- 

rifm of the heart or great veffels, it thereby 

proves fatal. : 

ன 

110000.%%2717., 

As it is feldom that an afthma has been 

entirely cured; I therefore cannot propofe 
any method of cure which experience ,has 

approved as generally fuccefsful. But the 

difeafe admits of alleviation in feveral re- 

{pects from the ufe of remedies ; and my 

bufinefs now fhall be chiefly to offer fome 

_ remarks upon the choice and ufe of the 

remedies which have been commonly em- 

ployed in cafes of afthma. 

MCCCLX XXVIII. 

As the danger of an afthmatic fit arifes ; 

Cc4 chiefly
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chiefly from the difficult tranfimiflion of 

the blood through the veflels of the lungs, 

threatening fuffocation; fo the moft pro- 

bable means of obviating this feems to be 

blood-letting: and therefore, in all violent 

fits, practitioners have had recourfe to this 

remedy. In firft attacks, and efpecially 

in young and plethoric perfons, blood- 

letting may be very neceffary, and is com- 

monly allowable. But it is alfo evident, 

thar, under the frequent recurrence of fits, 

blood-letting cannot be frequently repeat- 

ed without exhaufting ahd weakening the 

patient too much. It is further to be ob- 

ferved, that blood-letting is not fo ‘necef- 

fary as might be imagined, as the paflage 

of the blood through the lungs is not fo 

much interrupted as has been commonly 

fuppofed. This I particularly conclude 

from hence, that, inftead of the fuffufion 

of face, which is the ufual effe& of fuch 

interruption, the face, in afthmatic fits, is 

ட்‌ ட often 
ந
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eften fhrunk and ae I conclude the 

fame alfo from this, that, in afthmatic 

fits, blood-letting dees not commonly give 

fo much relief as, ‘upon the contrary fup- 

pofition, might be expected. 

MCCCLXXXI1X. | 

As I have alleged above, that a turgef= 

cence of the blood is frequently the exci-= 

ting caufe, of afthmatic fits, fo it might we 

fuppofed, that a plethoric ftate of the {y= 

{tem might have a great fhare in produ- 

cing a turgefcence of the blood in the 

lungs; and efpecially, therefore, that 

blood-letting might be a proper remedy 

in afthma. I allow it to be fo in the firft 

attacks of the difeafe: but as the difeafe, 

by continuing, generally takes off the ple- 

thoric ftate of the fyftem; fa, after the dif- 

eafe has continued for fome time, I allege 

that
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be made with refpect to different afthmia- 

tics. None of them beara large or full 

meal, ot any food that is of flow and dif- 

ficult folution in the ftomach ; but many 

of them bear animal-food of the lighter 

kinds, and in moderate quantity. The 

ufe of vegetables which readily prove fla- 

tulent, are always very hurtful. In re- 

cent afthma, and efpecially in the young 

and plethoric, a fpare, light, and cool diet 

- is proper, and commonly neceffary ; but, 

after the difeafe has continued for years, 

afthmatics commonly bear, and even re- 

quire, a tolerably full diet, though in all 

cafes a very full diet is very hurtful. 

MCCCC. 

In drinking, water, or cool watery li- 

quors, is the only fafe and fit drink for 

afthmatics ; and all liquors ready to fer- 

ment and become flatulent, are hurtful to 

ப them,
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MCCCCIV. © 

. The difeafe commonly comes: on with 

the ordinary fymptoms of a catarrh arifing 
from cold; and often, for many days, 

keeps entirely to that appearance ; and [ 

have had inftances of a difeafe which, 

though evidently arifing from the chin- 

cough contagion, never put on any other 

form than that of a common catarrh. 

cl his, however, feldom happens 5, for, 

generally, in the fecond, and at fartheft 

in the third, week after the attack, the dif- 

eafe puts on its peculiar and charaCteriftic 

fymptom, a convulfive cough. ‘This is a 

cough in which the exfpiratory motions 

peculiar to coughing are made with more 

‘frequency, rapidity, and violence, than 

ufual. As thefe circumftances, however, 

in different inftances of coughing, are in 

_ very ‘different degrees 5 fo no exact limits 

can be put to determine when the cough 

can
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can be ftriGly faid to be convulfive; and. 
it is therefore efpecially by another cir- - 

cumftance that the chincough is diftin= 

guifhed from every other form of cough. © 

This circumftance is, when many ex{pira- 

tory motions have been convulfively made, 

and thereby the air is in great quantity 

thrown out of the lungs, a full infpiration 

is neceflarily and fuddenly made; which, 

by the air rufhing in through the glottis 

with unvfual velocity, gives.a pecultar 

found. . This found is fomewhat different 

in different cafes, but is in general called 

a Hoop; and from it the whole of the 

difeafe is called the Hooping Cough. 

When this fonorous infpiration has hap- 

pened, the convulfive coughing is again 

renewed, and continues in the fame man- 

ner as before, till a quantity of mucus is. 

thrown up from the lungs, or the con- 

tents of the ftomach are thrown up by — 

vomiting. Either of thefe evacuations 
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“தர்மம்‌. They happen-frequently in the 

courfe of the day, and more frequently 

ftill in the courfe of the night. The pa- 

tient has commonly fome warning of their 

coming on; and, to avoid that violent and 

painful concuffion which the coughing 

gives to the whole body, he clings faft to 

any thing that is near to him, or demands 

to be held faft Dp any sie that he can 

come at. 

When-the fit is over, the patient forthe= 

times breathes faft, and feems fatigued for 

a little after : but in many this appears 

very little; and children are commonly fo 

‘entirely relieved, that they immediately 

return to their play, or what elfe they were 

accupied in before. 

MCCCCVII. 

“If it happens that the fit of coughing 

‘ends in vomiting up the contents of the 

| Dd4 fto=



 



 



 



 



 



 



qo 6 PRACTICE 

The danger of this difeafe fometimes a= 

rifes from the violence of the fits of cough- 

ing, occafioning apoplety, epilepfy, or ims 

mediate fuffocation: but thefe accidents 

are very tare; and the danger of the dif 

eafe feems generally to be in proportion to 

the fever and dyfpneea attending it, 

MCCCCXIV. 

‘The cure of this difeafe has been always 

confidered as difficult, whether the pur- 

. pofe be to obviate its fatal tendency when 

it is violent, or merely to fhorten the courfe 

~ of it when it is mild. When the conta- 

gion is recent, and continues to act, we 

neither know how to corre@t, nor how to 

expel it; and therefore the difeafe necef= 

farily continues for fomie timie: but it is 

probable, that the contagion in this as in 

other inftances ceafes at length to act ; and 

that then the difeafe continues, as in other 

cone



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


