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p’ace was afterwards called Meriba].:, or Contention.,
Whither did Moses lead the Israelites® To the desert

| of Sinai, near Mount Horeb; here the Israclites pitched

their camp, andginder the command <of Joshua, assisted
by the fervent prayers of Moses, defeated the Ama-
lekites ; the Hebrews continued in the desert of Sinai
nearly a year, and during that time Moses received
from the Almighty, and delivered to the people, the
Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, with many useful
laws and regulations, and set ﬁp the-Tabernacle, How
were the Divine commandments given? From Mount
Sinai, by God himself, with every accompaniment of
awe and terror, thunders, lightnings, and impenetrable
darkness. After the delivery of the law, Moses went

| up into the mountain,and remained there forty days in

 conference with God. How did the Israclites conduct
themselves during his absence? A month  having
‘elapsed without sight of their leader, they imagined he
would return no more, and prevailed upen Aaron to
 make them gods, to whom they might pray for support
and protection. Aaron with criminal weakness complied
with their request, and of their golden ornaments
formed a calf, which the people impiously and fool-
;?shly danced before, and worshipped. What course
| did Moses take on his descent from the mountain ? In
(the first transports of anger and concern, he broke the
[two tables of the law, (or commandments, ) reproached
Aaron with just severity, and ordered the tribe of Levi,

A'which had declared itself on the side of*God, to slay

without distinction all who still continued' their igola-
| trous worship and revelry ; about three thousand fell
{fm this sad day victims to their own notorious impiety,
ingratitude, and the deserved wrath of heawen. Did

'
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march, many died of a plague at Kibroth-hattaavah, or
the Graves of Lust, because they insolently refused
manna, and demanded flesh. God in his anger sent
‘them quails, with which they sated their gluttonons
appetites.  One was stoned for blaspheming God';
another for breaking the ‘sabbath; and Miriam and
Aaron, murmuring against Moses, were subject to the
indignation of the Almighty, who afflicted Miriam’s
hand with the leprosy, but at the prayer of Moses she
| was healed again. Who were Korah, Dathan, and
| Abiram? Three Israclites, who raised a  rebellion
against Moses and Aaron, claiming the priesthoods but
| themselves and families were swallowed up by a par-
! tial earthquake, two hundred and fifty men whe abst-
[ ted their designs being at the same time censumed by
fire. Did the Israelites take warning by -this proof of
\the Almighty's displeasure? No; they renewed their
" marmurs, and fourteen: thousand seven hundrzed were
\iswept off by a pestilence. As a farther proof of Aaron’s
divine ordination: to the priesthood, the heads of each
\tribe were after this commanded to write their names
‘on twelve almond rods; Aaron’s was written upon the
‘rod of Levi, from which tribe be sprang. The rods
were placed in the Tabernacle, God declaring that the *
rod of the man whom he should choose would blos=
‘som on the morrow ; it did so, bearing also almonds— *

ithe rod was Levi's, inscribed with the name of Aarcnj
‘none afier this were permitted to enter the Tabernacle,
| who were not of the priesthood, or tribe of Levi.  What
§x<§ignal mercies: were shewn to the Lsraelites during
Itheir abode in the wilderness? They were sustained
“with daily food friom heaven; their clothes required no
i??»f_e;gah-a, nor did. their shoes wear away from oft their
T2
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r havmg gathered in their corn, and fruits; offered a solemmu

| thanksgiving to. the .God of hatvest.  When was {he

| feast of blowing the trumpets celebrated? On the first

{ day of. the seventh month yearly ; th'is seventh month
was considered as the beginning of the year in civil

! affairs ; no servile work was on this day (o be done, and

2

| the people were commanded to keep a holy convocation,
i or assembly, before the Lord. When was the feast off
| the new moon observed? On the appearance of each new
| moon, when a silver trumpet was blown over their
| sacrifices. When was the feast of the dedication of the:
| templeappointed? In theseventh month by King Solomon,
| when the magnificent temple erected by that monarch:
| was finished, and the ark placed therein. When was
| the feast of lots held » On the fourteenth, and fifteenth
days of the month Adar, as the days wherein the Jews:
Irested from their enemies, in the reign of Ahasuerus..
These two days were called by the Jews Purin (or Lots)
U because in the 12th year of King Ahasuerus, they cast,
ots for their lives before Haman; their grand oppressor,-
and enemy. What were the Urimand Theaummim, mention=
i ed in seripture ? These words, considered absfractedly,
mean revelation, and trath, or light, and perfections but
" the Jews understood by these terms the twelve precious:
stones- in the breast-plate of the High Priest; on each
stone was engraven the name of one of the tribes of: ;
Tsracl ; these stones by shining in an unexampled, and:
* miraculous manner, declared the Almighty’s pleasure ins «
L yarious instances, particularly as the Jews went to battle,,
when (he splendourof the stones announced the immediate;
| presence of God, How long was this method of re-:
| vealing the will of God vouchsafed to his people ? Unin-,
)l* terrupted]y, from tbe days of Moses, and Jeshua, to the
1
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time of Sanl, whose néglect of God’s commandments
caused this manifestation of the Divine will toleave him en-
tirely, ““and when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord an~
swered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urizz, nor by
prophets ;™ neither the succeeding Monarchs, northe High
Priests, were favoured with this appearance on the breast-'
plate ; but after the return of the two tribes from the Baby-
Jonish captivity, John Hyrcanus, an excellent High-
Priest of the Maccabees, is by Josephus said to have
had the will of God again announced in this pecualiar
mapner; for 200 years before Josephos wrote his
Antiquities of the Jews, these stones had ceased to shine.
‘What happened when the Israelites drew near Canaan?
- Moses deputed 2 man from each_tribe to examine the
country, and its inhabitants ; ten of these men, seized with
foolish fear at the tallness of their statare, brought a false
and evil report of the country; the other two, Caleb, of
the tribe of Judah, and Joshua, of the tribe of Ephraim,
said, the land is an exceeding good land, flowing with
milk and honey ; fear ye not the people of this land,
their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is
with us,  Then the Lord declared, that of the six hun-
dred thousand who had quitled Egypt, Joshua, and
Caleb, only should enter the promised land. The ten
-men who had conspired to give a report of Canaan so
little conformable to truth, were cut off by the plague.
Did God revoke his determioation in regard to the
Hebrews? Noj; either through discontent, obstinacy,
or forgetfulness of their Maker,. they were all excluded .
the promised land ; even Moses, and Aaron, were for-
bidden to enter it, having incurred the displeasure of
the Supreme Being, when the people murmared for wa-
ter the second time, by striking the rock, and ascribing.
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the glory of the miracle in part to themselves, Aaromw
died soon after : thus, of all who crossed the Red Sea,
none were left; only such remained as were under
twenty years of age when the spies were sent to Ca-
naan. How were the justice and expedience of this
appointment shewn ? Its justice appeared in this, the
majesty of God having been no less than ten times of-
fended by the rebellious and ungrateful Israelites: and
its expediency, as by this decree the people vremainAing'
were in the prime of life, fitted for contention with a
warlike foe, and none continued alive who had seen:
the false worship of Egypt, to draw the rising genera~
tion into idolatry, Joshua and Caleb excepted, who
were the acknowledged servants of the one true God.
What became. of Aaron? He died shortly after this
upon the top of Mount Hor, the high-priest’s garments
 being first, by the command of God, put upon Aaron’s
son Eleazar. After Aaron's death, the people again
murmured, and the Lord sent fiery serpents among
:ghem, but at the intercession of Moses this judgment
was stayed ; a brazen serpent was commanded to be
" made, and, when fixed in the wilderness, all who had
suffered from the bite of the fiery serpents, upon look-
hl‘ng on it, felt themselves healed. What king of Moabr
sent for the prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites *
‘Balaak ; he promised Balaam great rewards, but God
warned the prophet against cursing those whom he had
‘blessed.  Balaam, impelled by the spirit of ' avarice,.
Jinwardly resolved to violate or elude the divine injunc-
tion, but was checked on his way by an angel, and at
length permitted to proceed, on condition that he
should speak only as the Lord directed: Accordingly
ABe emphatically blessed Israel, yet shewed the depra-
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during this period he divided the land of promise
among the twelve tribes of Israel, Levi excepted, to
which tribe were allotted forty-eight cities, and the
tenth of the produce from every man’s land. What
was the 'distinguishing trait in Joshua's character ?
Piety ; though immersed in the busy scenes of life, he
declared, ““ as for me and my house we will serve the
Lord.” Joshua read to the people the book of Deu-
- teronomy, its blessings, curses, and commandments ;
exhorting them to obedience by the remembrance of
former mercies; and threatened them, in case they
hearkened not to the word of the ‘Lord. Soon after
this he died at Timnath-serah, aged 110. About the
same time the bones of Joseph were interred in Se-
chem, the inheritance of Ephraim and Manasseh,
Joseph’s children ; and Eleazar the high-priest dying,
was succeeded by his son Phinehas, B. C. 1426. How
did the Israclites behave after the death of Joshua?
They relapsed into idolatry, forsaking the Lord God
of their fathers, serving Baal (the general name of
all idols), sometimes particularly meant as the idok
" of the Sidonians; and Ashtaroth, the idol of the
Philistines : soon after the death of Caleb (who ap-
pears to have been a leader of the Tsraelites) they were:
subdued by Cushan, king of Mesopotamia, and con-
“tinued eight years in servitude to him. Who rescued
them from this state of bondage ? Othniel, nephew to
Caleb; he defeated Cushan, obtained many great ad-
vantages for the Jews, and judged them in peace for
the spice of forty years. How long were the Israel-
ites governed by Judges? About 450 years; among
the most celebrated of these were Othniel, Deborah
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the prophetess, Gideon, Jephtha, Samson, Eli, and
_gamuel. What judge succeeded Othniel? Ehud, a:
Benjamite, who klllgé/d king Bglon, and defeated the:
Moabites : Shamgar/ another judge, succeeded Ehud.-
After the death of these judges, Deborah, the: pro=-
phetess, assembled the Israelites, to the amount of.
ten thousand, and marched against Sisera, general - of ;

I Jabin, king of the Canaanites ; Sisera. was defeated at

the waters of Megiddo, and pursuéd with great
slaughter.  Quitling his chariot, he fled to the tent oft
Heber, where Jael, the wife of Heber, under the

\ shew of hospitality, received: him; but watching her:

opportunity, when sleep overcame him; she, with a.
hammer, drove a large nail into: his temples, and then-
put an end to his life. What became of Jabin, king.

of the Canaanites? After the death- of. his- general Si--

! ‘gera, and the defeat of his army, his own subjections

i
i
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. was easily accomplished;, and [srael, thus rescued, en=
. joyed peace for some years:. Who next: oppressed the-

Tsraclites 2 This rebellious people having repeated
their idolatry, and various- crimes, fell into the most.
complete bondage to the: Midianites, a powerful na--
tion, which forbade their appointment of judges ;- drove:
them from their houses; and compelled. them to seek
refuge in caves and the clifts of the mountains; this:
servitude lasted seven years.. Who restored this op--
pressed people to temporary independence, and hap- -
piness? Gideon. An: angel called him from- the thresh-
ing floor to be judge of Israel ; assuring him, that the:
Jews should, by his exertions, be raised from the:
depths of distress. Encouraged by this. heavenly:
visit, Gideen destroyed the altar. of: Baal, and: God:
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consuming the sacrifice which Gideon offered him by

celestial fire, gave a most convincing proof of -the
Divine approbation. His faith in the promise of the
Almighty was also established by the miracle of the
fleece of wool — see Judges, chapter vi. verse 37th,
‘What marks of heroism did Gideon display? With
three hundred men selected by the Lord, he defeated
an host of Midianites, killed Zeba, and Zalmunna,
kings of Midian, refused the title of king of Israel,
offered him by his countrymen, and gave the land of
Tsrael rest. What happened on the death of Gideon?
The seventy lawful sons of Gideon were assassinated
by the contrivance of Abimelech, their natural‘ bro-
ther; who after this massacre caused himself to be
proclaimed king in Sechem. Jotham, the youngest
. son of Gideon, having escaped the snare laid for him,
addressed the multitude on Mount Gerizim, and deli-
vered the well known fable of the Trees and Bramble,
—see Judges, ixth chapter, and verse 8th. He then
fled the country, and remained in Beer during the
life of Abimelech.. What befel Abimelech ? March-
ing against Thebez, a city of Judah, he was killed
(three years after his accession to the kingdom) under
its fortress, by a piece of a mill-stone which a woman
threw from the walls of the city upen his head. Who
next judged Israel? Tola, and Jair, successively : the
former judged it well, and pradently, but in the days
of Jair, the children of Israel forgot the God who
had so long watched oyer and protected them, and
again degenerating into idolatry, they did eyil in the
sight of the Lord. The Ammonites attacked and de-
feated them; and the Israelites mournfully repentant
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said, ¢ we have sinned against thee, both because we
have forsaken our God, and have also served Baalim”’

(or many idols;) but the reply of God was, “ go and

cry unto the gods which ye baye chosen, let them de-
Jiver you in the time of tribulation.” The Philis-
tines, and Ammonites, then defeated the Israelites: on.
every side, and kept them in servitude. Did God
hearken to the repeated prayers of the Israelites ? Yes,

~ and he raised-up Jephtha, the Gileadite, who over-

e

came the Ammonites, When preparing for a battle
with them he rashly made a yow, that whatever should
first meet him on his return after the battle (in case he
proved victorious) should be offered to God ; his own

' and only child miet him, and her father, in the deepest
| grief, made her acquainted with his oath, and the ob-

ligation upon him to discharge it. Commentators on
the Bible have differed in the explanation of this pas-
sage, some thinking the daughter of Jephtha was ac-
tually slain; others, that she was only by this vow
condemned to lead a recluse and. single life; a circum-
stance which the Jewish females particularly dreaded;

| since, to be without children was, in their opinion, to

' be without honour, as the Messiah was predicted from

the tribe of Judah. ' Who was Samson? Another de-

liverer of Tsrael, who after a lapse of some years (in

which period Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon, judged Israel, *
performing nothing worthy of record) arose to encoun-

| ter the Philistines, and judged Israel twenty years.
| For what was Samson peculiarly remarkable ? For

uncommon strength of body. His birth also was mi-
raculons, and foretold by an angel: he tore a lion in
pieces, killed a thousand Philistines with. the jaw-bone

|



\ 499
of an ass.  Some years after, the Philistines shut him upr
in the city of Gaza, believing him to be then entirely
in their power: but the next morning he carried off
the city gates, posts, and bars, and removed them:
all to the top of a hill near Hebron, (or Kirjatk Arba.).
Did the arm of the Lord still continue with him 2
Becoming at length a slave to sensuality, -a Philistine,,
named Delilah, by her charms and blandishments, oc--
casioned his destruction: he imprudently revealed to-
her the secret in which his great strength laid, viz.-
his hair, he being a Nazarite; -upon this she trea--
cherously, while he was sleeping, caused the seven:
Tocks of his head to be shaven off; and then sent for-
the Philistines. His strength departing from him, he-
was 4n easy prey to his enemies, who put out his eyes,
loaded him with fetters, and ecompelled him to grind:
in the prison at Gaza, What was Samson’s end? The:
Philistines made a feast in honour of their god: Pagon;.
and in the midst of their merriment sent for Samson’
to divert themselves still' farther with his misery : the:
flat roof of the house, or temple, is described as con-
taining three thousand people upon it; the inside also-
was filled: then Samson requested pérmission to:
lean upon the pillars, and' earnestly supplicating the:
_assistance of the Almighty, overturned the pillars, the-
temple, and buried the Philistines, with himself, in
one undistinguished ruin. Who succeeded Samson:
as jundge? Eli, the high-priest. He was of a meek,
gentle disposition, but indolent, and remiss in - his care
of the nation, and in proper attention to.the regula-
tion of his own family, his sons Hophni, and Phine-
has; leading the most dissolute profligate lives un~
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‘ and daughter-in-law, which he imparted to Eli, who

reccived the tidings with becoming resignation. Sa~
muel was afterwards openly acknowledged as the pro-

| phet of the Lord, who deigned to appear to him in

the city of Shiloh. And at the death of Eli, Samuel
joined to the duties of Prophet those of Judge of Is-

| racl. Did the people profit by his advice and ex-

ample ? Yes; he assembled them at Mizpeh, to fast,

.‘ pray, and confess their sins, and constantly decreed

righteous judgment ; but when oppressed by age, his
sons, who then exercised his delegated authority, per-

| verted the stream of mercy, accepted bribes, and by

their conduct gave great and just offence to the na-

tion. What did the people resolve upon? The elec-
tion of a king, and requested Samuel toappoint one.
He prayed to the Lord for counsel, who commanded

| him to listen to the voice of the multitude, yet to in=
[ form them, that a king, in the plenitude of his power,

would oppress them more than their former rulers had
ever done; but these representations were little re-
garded, and Saul, the Benjamite, a man of noble pre-
sence, was anointed by Samuel king over Israel.
How did Saul bear this elevation 2. - For some time he
administered the government with equity, relying upon

the pradent adyice of Samuel; but at length fre=
| quently disobeying God, the Almighty expressed his

high displeasure, and David, the son of Jesse, a shep-
herd of Israel, was, when twenty-two years of age,
anointed by Samuel as future king of that rich inhe-
ritance. What striking speech was ‘made by Samuel
to Saul 2 When Saul was rejected of God for disobe-
dience, in regard to the Amalckites, Samuel said to
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him, ““hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord ¥
behold to oBEY is better than sacrifice, and to hearken,
than the fat of rams.” What became of Saul? The:
Philistines, and Saul's subjeets having engaged to de-
cide their quarrels by single combat, their champiomn,.
Goliah, at length met an adversary in the youthfuk
David, who, with unexampled courage and patriotism,
slew the giant. The Israelites then attacked and
routed the army of the Philistines with great slaugh-
ter. Some years after this memorable event, the Phi-
listines again set their battle in array, and Saul, who.
had long forgotten God, requesting, in: this extremity,.
advice from heaven, received no answer. .An engage-
ment followed, Saul's army was worsted; three of his
sons slain, he fled, and in a fit of 'despair died
upon his own sword on Mount Gilboa. Who was
Jonathan ? One of the: sons just mentioned, the che-
- rished friend of David: he seemed worthy of a better
fate, and David bearing this mournful event, bewailed
the loss of Saul and Jonathan, in a beautiful pathetie
lamentation. ‘What happened to the kingdom on the
death of Saul? David, who during the life of his
king had been subject to frequent proofs of jealous
_envy from him, was, on his death, proclaimed king by
the tribe of Judah; but the other tribes placed Tsh-
bosheth, the son of Saul, on the throne; and frequent
wars ensued: between these rival’ menarchs. After
some years Ishbosheth was murdered by twa of his
captains; and: David having reigned king of Judalr
about seven years and a half, was by the tribes volun--
tarily chosen king over all Israel. What was the generaki
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g character of David? He' gave early signs of piety,
valour, and gratitude; his piety displayed itself in bis
gmeral anxiety to obey the will of God, andin the Baok
of Psalms written by him, the finest specimen of oriental

{ poetry ever produced ; his valour, and generosity of spirit
| in many signal instances recorded in the Bible, and his
gratitude in the kind remembrance of Mephibosheth the

| son of Jonathan, whom he caused to sit daily at his

| fable, and restored to him the lands of his grandfather
Saul. Had Saul any other descendants? He had eight

| sons who survived him ; the fate of one (Ishbosheth) has

' been already shewn, the other seven were, some time
after the accession of David to the throne, all hanged,

. a3 an atonement to the Gibeonites for a breach of trust,

| or good faith made by Saul with them. How ? Saul,.
through imprudent and mistaken zeal, had broken the

' covenant which Joshua made with the Gibeonites ; for

| this cause the people of Israel were afflicted with three
yeats of famine, which ceased when the sons of Saul
were delivered for execution ; thus according to the
words.of Scripture was Saul's house daily made weaker,
and Pavid’s stronger. Did David' persevere in his obe-

. dience to the commands of God? No; he was allured

| by the charms of Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of
his captains, and committed adultery with her; to Joab: |
he treacherously gave orders that Uriah should be set
in the front of the battle and slain, David then made

| Bathsheba his wife ; but the prophet Nathan‘in'a strik-

g ing parable reproved the king for his crime, causing

! David to be his own judge, whose conscience thus
awakened, deeply smote him, and he suffered the just
correction of God patiently, What was this cotrecs
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Who was Jeroboam? He was originally an officer of |

‘Solomon's, but being informed in the latter years of
.that monarch, by Abijah the prophet; that he should :

in due time be king over the ten tribes, Solomon felt |

his distrust and anger rise against Jeroboam, and he
was compelled to take refuge in Egypt, where he re-
_mained till the death of Selomon ; he then joined the
_prineipal .inhabitants of Jerusalem in an entreaty to
Rehoboam, that he would lessen the oppressive taxa-
tions, and rule more gently than his father Solomon
had done. How did Rehoboam act? He took three
days for consideration, in which time he consulted the
young, and the old men in his father's interest ; the old
_men prudently counselled that he should yield to the
Jjust request of his subjects, and thus secure their future
allegiance, but the young men advised him to return a
haughty answer, expressive of his resolution to govern
_with still greater severity than his father had done; he *
-approved this opinion, and acted by it; conmsequently-
the exasperated Jews immediately revolted, and ten of
- their tribes chose Jeroboam as their king. Did Rehe-
‘boam subdue this revolt 2 No; being unable to reduce
_the tribes to obedience, he fortified the cities which be
still possessed, and for three years reigned well; after- =
Twards sinking into idolatry; Shishak, king of Egypt, |
was ‘permitted to defeat his. forces, to enter his city of

maes

i
B

i
¥

Jerusalem, and carry off the treasares in the templeand
palace, leaving Rehoboam to deplore his own folly, |
who, after living about twelve years longer, died, and ¥

=

—

=

|

his son Abijah succeeded him: from this time to the‘!‘

-captivity the interests of Ji udab and Israel were separate.
Name the kings of Israel in snccession, Jerohoam the E

s |

|
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son of Nebat, founder of the kingdom ; Nadab, Baasha,
Elah, Omri (the builder of the city of Samaria), Ahab,
Ahaziah, Jehoram, Jehu, Jchoahaz, Joash, Jeroboam,
“son of Joash, Zechariah, Shallum, Menaham, Pekahiah,
- Pekah, and Hoshea 5 of this list not one can be called a
1 good king, they all forsook the God of their fathers,
" and in the time of Hoshea, the last king of Israel, the
| Almighty entirely destroyed the government. How did
Jeroboam shew his contempt of God's commandments ?
| He set up two golden calves as objects of worship at
Dan and Bethel, appointed the lowest of the people
.briests of these new gods, and himself presided as high
| priest : during this idolatrous service a prophet was sent
! from Judah to the altar at' Bethel with a commission
\: from God, What was its purport? Oh altar (said he)
| behold a child shall be born unto thee of the house of
| David, Josiah by name, and upon thee shall he offer the
~ priests of the high places (or places for idolatrous wor-
.shlp), and as a sign the altar shall be rent, and the ashes
that are upon it shall be scattered abroad; incensed at
* this prophetic speech, Jeroboam put forth his band to
seize the man of God, and it was immediately withered,
the altar rent, and the ashes poured out. What fol-
| lowed ? Jeroboam entreated the prophet’s prayers to God
~ for him, which were h‘éard,‘ and his hand was healed;
but this same prophet, though he had resisted the soli-
| citation of Jeroboam to eat and drink with him, after
leaving the city of Bethel, was prevailed upon by another
\man to return and feast with him, contrary to God's
A ‘express command: as a punishment for this disobe=
| Jdience, his entertainer was ordered by God to inform
| the prophet that his body should' not rest with bis an-

)
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dreadful event befel the Jews B. C. 586.  What hape
pened. to: Nebuchadnezzar on his return to Babylon 2
He ordered a golden statue to:be made: ninety feet
high, commanded: his subjects to worship it, and threat~
ened, in case of. disobedience, to cast them into a fiery
farnace. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,- three:
pious young Hebrews, refused compliance with this
impious decree, were thrown into the flames, and mést‘
wonderfully escaped unhurt; the king, an eye-witness.
to this mitaculous interposition; forbade any one'ito
speak against the God of the Hebrews, and promoted
these three captives to immediate honours. What was
the next conquest of Nebuchadnezzar ? He besieged
the city of Tyre thirteenyears, and at length reduced
it, After this, returning to Babylon, a horrid dream

* disturbed his mind, and he sought its meaning among

"

the wise men and pretended miagicians of ‘his court.
See Daniel, chapter iv. ‘Who interpreted this dream?
Daniel : declaring to Nebuchadnezzar, that for seven
years he should be driven from the society of men,
herd with the beasts of the field, and feed upon grass;.
that his kingdom of Babylon shauld be preserved for
him; which shounld again be his, . when he had learnt to
acknowledge that all power cometh from above.  Das
niel also exhorted him ¢ to break off his sins by righte=',
ousness, and his iniquities by shewing mercy fo the
poor.” | When was. this prediction verified ? One year
_after, when the king, lifted up:by secret prideof heart,
congqﬁ:plated with arrogant satisfaction: the ‘magnifi-
cence of his. palace,‘and city of Babylon ; by animme-
diate voice from heaven (Daniel, 4th chapter, 3st ver.)
he was deprived of his understanding) for seven: years,
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