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FRANCE. oty
ambitious projects, he prevailed on Clodoric to
assassinate his own father, Sigebert; and after-
wards had the parricide put to death, that he
might meet with fewer obstacles in invading his
territory. Having taken by surprise a chief of
one of the little states, by which his own domi-
nions were surrounded, without seeking a plau-
sible pretext, he caused his head and beard to be
shaved, merely because he had the title of king,
which he wished to belong exclusively to himself.
Such was anciently the mode of declaring’ a
prince incapable of wearing the crown, and the
above is the first example of this custom which
history records. The son of the insulted chief,
who saw his father overwhelmed with grief, hay-
ing observed to him, in the way of consolation,
that the branches would one day shoot out again,
seeing that the trunk had mot been divided, Clovis
was 5o hurt at this metaphor, that he ordered
“both the father and the son to be decapitated.
‘He was surrounded by traitors, to back his per-
fidious designs, whom he abandoned, and some-
times punished, after he had rendered them the
instruments of his cruelties. Recanaire, king of
Cambray, having been delivered up to him, those
by whort he was ‘betrayed complained that, in-
stead of gold, they had been paid in a base coin
of gilt copper. To this Clovis replicd with an
angry look ; ¢ T have no other money to bestow
on such miscreants.” ;

 After having extended his conquests from the
mouth of the Rhine to Thoulouse, Clovis toak up
his residence in Paris, which became the seat of
his empire. He now founded several monasteries,
and built a considerable number of churches, at
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i FRANGCE, 79
. teins, who had been created viceroy of Italy, and
count of Provence, carried off the daughter of
his sovereign with impunity, and afterwards
espoused her. - He' next established the kingdom .
of Arles, which comprehended Provence, the
Dauphiné, the Lyonnais; and Franche Comté,
thus becoming a real monarch, but without in-
heriting the title. Louis, who'was afraid of be-
ing attacked and dethroned, was desirous to live
with such vassals in a perfect state of harmony.
He therefore maintained the peace with his neigh=
bours, and did not attend to the disturbances
which the wish of the pope to create him emperor
against his will, had excited. The latter persist-
ing obstinately in the political choice he had
‘made, was attacked by a contrary faction, who
declared in favour of the king of Bavaria. The
sovereign pontiff was imprisoned by this party ;.
but contrived, to make his escape ‘into France,
with the most valuable of the treasures of Sty
Peter. i T
* On his arrival he was equally assiduous in pay=
inghis court to Boson and to the king of France,
lendering to the former a crown, and to the lat-
ter the imperial diadem, while he himself had
‘been hurled from his throne. The imperial dig-
nities wefe pot, however, re-established, till af-
ter a lapse Qf three years, when each of the com-
zepitors was deceased. In the interim, the pope
held a council at Troyes, and promulgated a
Canon which was an extraordinary testimony of
 the weakness of the royal authority in those times. .
It enacted that the potentates of the earth should
I future treat the bishops with the highest re-
spect, and should consequently never presume to
i : : Sl s 0
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19% - FRANCE.
he was busied in making preparations to carry the
war into the Spanish territory, Henry was assas
sinated on the 14th of May 1610 by a fanatic
pamed Ravaillac, He had got into lis carriage
at four in the afternoon, to pay a visit to his
minister Sully. He had been followed for eight
days by the regicide, who had a poignard in his
hand, and had not quitted the side of the carriage
since its departure from the palace of the Louyre,
In the rue de la Feronnerie, a very narrow street,
-there was a stoppage, which induced the monarch
to alight from his earviage, While he was step-
ping out, the assassin stabbed him twice with his
poignard.  The second blow was fatal. The life-
less body was conveyed to the Louvre, Thus
perished Henry 1V. styled the Great, sincerely
lamented by his subjects, for whom he had uns
ceasingly manifested a paternal affeetion. ‘His
_murderer, Ravaillac, was put to death by the
most horrid tortures which cruelty could devise,
Mary of Medicis, the widowed queen of
Henvy 1V. was declared regent, and formed a
¢lose alliance with the Spaniards, whom Henry
had prepared to attack. With a view to support
her authority, and to counteract the enterprises
of the grandees, who manifested a turbulens spi=
xit, she formed new alliances, which destroyed all
the effect of the past operations. ®Her council
was governed by Floventin Concini, and by his
wife Galigai, who acquired a prodigious ascend-
ency over her weak mind. In the interim the
“house of Austria, which was become 5o’ power=.
ful that it had been Henry’s view to check its:
sareer, continued to aggrandize itself, notwitha
standing the losses it had sustained in the Nethere
Jands,
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TRANCE. 197
Wontmorency {o resign the dignities of high ad~
‘miral, a post which he likewise abolished. :
' Having now become master of the court, the
armies, and the fleets, he carried into execution
the plan he had long meditated, that of waging
war against the protestants, whom he was resolv~
ed to exterminate. He accordingly laid siege to
Rochelle, which was the bulwark and head quar-
ters of the protestant party. ‘On this occasion
he acted as commander in chief ; but took care-
to be accompanied by the king, for fear his ene-
mies should take advantage of his absence. The
protestants implored the aid of Engldnd; but
“were thwarted in their expectations by the tardy
measures of the duke of Buckingham. The gar-
yison and inhabitants: of Rochelle were resolved,
howeyer, to hold out wuntil the last extremity,
They were atlength’ obliged to yield to the active
genius of the cardinal, who triumphed over the
calvinists, and deprived them of their most insig-
nificant privileges. Fifteen thousand individuals °
perished during the above siege. ;

It remained for Richelieu to humble the house
of Austria, for which purpose he opposed at one
and the same time the emperor and the king of

| Spain. He cut off the communication of the

Aystriap forces, by taking possession of the Val- b
teline, an important passage situated in the centre
‘of the Alps. To afford succour to the duke of
Mantua, he carried the war inte Italy; and by
*this measure obliged the emperor to raise the siege
of Cazal. Having finally forced the passage of
Suze, he defeated the allies of the protestants,

{whom he reduced to obedience.

The Duke of Sayoy haying violated the trealty
s3 18
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1 FRANCE. 201

Towed by the revolution of Portugal, which shook
| off the yoke of Spain, and became a serviceable
| ally to France. The rapidity of the conquests
| directed by the skilful combinations of 'Richelieu,
had effected the junction of the Fyench and Swe-
dish armies, and inspired terror in every part of
Germany, Thus, while this great minister ty-
rannized both over his sovereign and the court, he
| extended the glory of the French name to distant
territories, silencing the exem cs of the monarchy,
and foreing all the Furopean powers to yield to
| the vigilance and address of his administration.
| With respect to Louis, he rendered him more sub=
| missive than ever to the mandates of his arbitrary -
authority.
| The Health of the sovereign was visibly on the
decline, and that of Richelicu il ‘@ very preca=
. rious state. The minister flattered himself, not-
withstanding, that he should outlive his master j
and took the necessary measures to secure
to himself the regency. He had already mar-
ried his niece to the prince of Condé; and, rely-
ing on the suppert of that house, at the head of
which was a prince well ealculated to goverp, he
flattered hims’e}f that he should be enabled to dis-
possess, without difficulty, a female who had not
the slightest share of influence, as well as the
feeble Gastos, who had drawn on himself an uni-
_versal contempt. He attached to the person of
the king a young nobleman pamed Cing-Mars,
the son ‘of the marechal d’Effiat, to the end thathe
' might be put in possession of the maparch’s most
secret thoughts. The new favourite gradually ac-
quired such a degree of power and credit at the
pourt, that be foymed the project of seizing on the
iz 07 e . adminiss
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g FRANCE, 218
' gnd Crequi. ~ The death of the marechal de Lux-
embourg followed at the commencement of 1695 5
" and Catinat was the only military commander in
 whom Louis could place an entire confidence,
William profited by these circumstances, and laid
sicge to Namur, before which the English troops
performed prodigies of valour. The presence of
their sovereign inspired them with a more than
| mortal courage; and Namur, which was consi-
| dered as impregnable, was forced to capitulate,
- InTtaly the French were equally unfortunate. The
' duke of Savoy laid siege to Casal, which surren-

vigilance of the English admiral, Russell, defeated
all the plans of the duke of Vendome, who had

| succeeded the marechal de Noailles in his com-
mand in that province. The fortune of Louis
was evidently on the decline: he lost ground in
Flanders, and gained nothing on the territory bor-
dering on the Rhine. Italy was the theatre of his
intrigues and negociations; and in Catalonia the
epterprises of his generals were unsuccessful. The
coasts of Flanders were insulted by the combined
flects of England and Holland; and the French
colonies in the West Indies were blockaded by the
Engljsh mgn, of war, which hovered with impu-
nity on their coasts. Such being the state of
France towasds the close of the year 1693, the
pride of Louis was humbled to such a degree, that
511& treated secretly with the states general, with
8pain and with the duke of Savoy. His proposi-
tions were accepted, and a peace signed at Lo-
jetto, whither he had repaired on pretext of a
pilgrimage. In 1697, the belligerent powers
beld a congress at Riswick ; and on this occasion
) Louis

e

2

'~ dered to his arms. On the coast of Catalonia the .
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216 PRANCE. g
the mask of friendship, and the king of Portugil
declared in favour of the archduke Charles.
The revolt of Naples, and of several of the Spae
nish provinees, which were dissatisfied with the:
government of the house of Bourbon, were fiesh
disasters heaped on France. ;

In the month of July the duke of Marlborough
entered Flanders at the head of the allied forces.
He was opposed by the duke of Burgundy and the
marechal de Boufflers, the former of whom was
50 disheartened by his defeats, that he demanded
his resignation. Liege and several other cities,
which Boufflers could not defend, fell into the
hands of the allies. By this campiagn in Flan-
ders, the reputation of the duke of Marlborough
was completely established. -

In Germany the allies made themselves mas~
ters of Keyserswaert. The French army in that
quarter was commanded by Catinat, who had tn-
der him the marquis of Villars and ceunt Guis-
‘cards The marquis was detached, and attacked
the prince of Baden at Fredelingen. After an
obstinate contest, victory declared in his fayour,
and he was created marechal of France. The
campaign terminated by the capture of a’ few in

| significant places by the allies..  * * © ‘

On the following year, 1708, V(ijllars took the |
fort of Kell, and defeated the Imperialists near |
Passau. He obtained a second victory, which
put him in possession of Neubourg; and after~
wards defeated a large body of Imperialists com-f
manded by count Stirum. At the same time, thef
duke of Burgundy, having under his cemmand
Tallard and Vauban, laid siege to old Brisach,
which surzendered at the end of fourteen da%s.
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FRANCE, 235
full powers to regulate the preliminaries of a
treaty. As the cession of Newfoundland, and of
Hudson’s Bay, was calculated to destroy both the
commerce and the navy of France, he was not to
cede the latter on any conditions, but to give up
the former of these possessions udder certain re-
strictions, provided it would tend to re-establish
the peace.

On his arrival in London, the French plenipo-~
tentiary held a conference with the British minis-
ters; and, after the usual discussions, succeeded
in obtaining the signature.of a few of the prelis
minaries. He was afterwards presented to the
queen at Windsor, and met with a very flattering
reception. There was, however, one difficulty to
be overcome: Louis XIV. had not as yet acknow-
ledged Anne in her quality of queen of Great
Britain. This obstacle, however, which would
have been of serious import at any other time,
was considered as very trivial at a conjuncture

' when a treaty was to be concluded so necessary to
France, and so desirable to England. The queen
requested Menager to be the bearer of her com-
pliments to his sovereign, and to assure him that
-she would make every effort to aceelerate fhe ne-
gociation.,, Under this favourable impression the
French minister returned to France. About the
same time mgrechal Tallard was rel‘eas_ed, and ob-
tained permission to return.to his native country

' on his parole. It was considered that he had con=
tributed essentially to the first overtures of peace.

The British ambassador at the Hague received
'orders to communicate to the grand pensionary of
Holland, the preliminaries signed between Great

Britain and France, and to fix the spot where the
5 plenipo-
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244 FTRANCI»

vanity was nolonger to be indulged, and that tIx“e_y
had ceased to be, what they had pompously called
themselves, the arbiters of Furope, began to look
seriously forward towards a peace. Villars in-
vested Douay, and the fort de Scarpe. The lat-
ter was carried on the twelfth day after the
trenches had been opened, and the garrison made
prisoners of war. The sluices were now opened
to inundate the plains, and the approaches made
to the city. The garrison, consisting of upwards
of three thousand men, surrendered at the ex-
piration of thirteen days, on the same conditions
which the allies had granted to the garrison of
Quesnoy. On the day of the surrender of Douay,
the marquis of Saint Fremont invested the place
above mentioned. On the following élay Villars
arrived, and covered the siege with his army,
which the victory of Denain, notwithstanding the
losses he had sustained, seemed to have fortified.
He posted his troops so advantageously, that
‘prince Eugene djd not attempt to succour the
place, The consequence was that the. besieged
made a gallant but unsuccessful defence. They
surrendered on the 4th of October, to the amount
of four thousand men ; and then it was that the
marechal atchieved the most important, and, Jper-
haps, the most brilliant of 'his conquests. Prince
Eugene, when he raised the siege of Landrecy,
had deposited in Quesnoy all his artillery, of
which Villars took ‘possession. It consisted of:
sixteen pieces of ordnance of a large calibre, of
a great number of others of a smaller calibre, of
fourteen mortars, four or five hundred thousand
pounds weight of gunpowder, grenades, military
umplements, and provisions of every’description.
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FRANCE. oy

demolition of Dunkirk. Condé, Maubeuge, and
Tournay, were excepled from the barrier which
Holland required. ‘I'he interests of the duke of
Bavaria, the faithful ally of France, were not
forgotten. The article which referred to the resti-
tution of Tournay, gave rise to so many diffi-
culties, as well on the part of the British as of
the Dutch plenipotentiaries, that Louis was at
length forced to yield.

On the 20th of January, 1713, the ambas-
sadors concluded the treaty which fixed the bar-
rier for the states general, and the one by which
the French monarch acknowledged the succession
of the crown of England in the protestant line.
A short time after, a convention was signed for
the neutrality of Italy, and for the evacuation
both of Catalonia and of the islands of Minorca
and Ivica. It now appeared that there were no
further obstacles to subdue; but the emperor, and
! several of the princes of the empire, persisted in
‘their refusal to, accede to the proposed plan of
a general peace. With respect to the treaties
with Spain, and the other courts by which this
plan was acceptgd, as the discussion with Ger-
many might be protracted to a great length, it
was resolved to conclude a peace between Eng-
land, France,  the United Provinces, Savoy, and
the other allies. The treaties with the ambas-
sadors of Great Britain, Savoy, Portugal, and:
Ithe states general, were signed on the 11th of
April, 1713. The treaty of commerce between
{England and France had been ratified two days
before by queen Anne and her parliament. :

- By the treaty with Great Britain, besides the.

Tecoguition of the protestant succession, Louis.
apiliy ; consented
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FRANCE, 261
at Cantbray, where the congress was dissolved.:
He entered into an alliance with the emperor
and the princes of the empire; and, in return,
Ffance formed an alliance with England and
Prussia.

Haying failed in his project of marrying the
king to his sister, the princess of Vermondois, the
duke of Bourbon came to a decision in fayour of
Mary, the daughter of Stanislaus Leczinski, the
dethroned king of Poland. She bore to Louis
three princesses in succession, in consequence ' of
which public prayers were offered up in Paris and
throughout France for the birth of a dauphin.

" Fleury, the king’s preceptor, gaye so much
umbrage, by his presence in the cabinet, to the
duke of Bourhon, that his disgrace was resolved
on by that haughty minister, who took occasion
one day to shut the door against him, as he en-
tered the apartment of the privy council. Fleury
being uncertain whether this affront had not been
authorized by the king, retired to his country
seat. His retreat was, howeyer, but a momen=
tary triumph to the partizans of the duke, who
was ordered by the king to wrife to Fleury, to so-
licit his return. This humiliation was the sure
presage »f the fall of the minister, and accord-
mgly, shortly after Fleury had returned to court,
the duke ¢f Charvost repaired to the apartment
, of the duke of Bourbon, with a lettre de cachet,
signed by the king, conceived in the following
terms : ¢ I order you, on penalty of being pu-
£ nished for your disobedience, to repair to Chan-
£ j:illy, and to remain there until further orders.”
‘His rival thus became prime minister, and
shortly after received from the pope @ cardinal’s
5 : e hat,
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7 “ FRANCE. 263

of the countries of Europe. The states' general
presented a gold medal, of the value of fifty
ducats, to the messenger dispatched to the Hague
by their ambassador in Paris on this joyful occa-
sion. Another medal was struck in Paris, on
which were represented the kingrand queen, with
the figure of the earth on the reverse, seated on a
globe, and holding the dauphinin her arms. Over
this figure was the legend: wota orbis, the wishes
of the universe.

- Europe continued in the tranquil enjoyment of
peace until the year 1733, when the death of
the king of :Poland, Frederic Augustus, elector
of Saxony, gaye rise to new commotions,, by re=
\viving the hopes of Stanislaus, the father-in-law of
Louis XV. This dethroned monarch declared

| that he would not suffer any power to oppose the
freedom of the election of a new king of Poland.

On the other hand, the emperor Charles VI. was

resolved to employ his own arms, and those of

Russidy to have the election ’carried in favour of

‘his son-in-law, the son of the deceased king of
Poland. Cardinal de Fleury, hesitating berween

his desire to preserve the peace, and. his wish to

shiun, by a declaration of war, the reproach which

Louis X¥. would have merited by his neglect to
zestore to his father-in-law a throne which he

had already possessed, betrayed an indecision

_which was fatal to the latter. To keep up ap-
~ pearances, however, he succeeded in obtaining
a declaration at the diet held at Warsaw, that

such of the Polonese nobility alone as were

born of catholic parents could pretend to the
crown ; and that the primate alone, whom he
hiad brought over to his interests, could proclaim
S the
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TRANCE, 307

enly resource they had left was to repair to the
legislative assembly, and there seek shelter from
the fury of the enraged populace. They consented
with some hesitation; and in their way thither, with
the rest of the royal family, were exposed to the
most scandalous ourtages. On their arrival the
king addressed the assembly as follows: “ I am
¢ come here to prevent a great crime. I am per-
¢ suaded that I am, as well as my family, in per-
¢ fect security among the representatives of ‘the
¢ pation. [t is my intention to spend the day
sihere.” : &
In a few minutes Roederer appeared at the bar
of the assembly, with an account of the assassi-
nation of Mandat, the commandant of the na-
tional guard, and of the palace having been forced.
He added that the Swiss guards, and all those who
had acted on the defensive, had, with but few ex-
ceptions, been put to death. The brevity of ourplan
forbids us to enter into a detail of the horrid
massacres which were committed on the memo-
rable 10th of August. We therefore return to

the captive monarch and his deplorable family. -
They remained in the assembly for three days, in
the box set aside for the reporters of the debates.
During this interval a decree was unanimously
passed for the temporary suspension of royalty,
‘and anothensfor the establishment of a national
convention. - The civil list was suspended; and
!'the patriotic ministers, Servan, Claviere, and Ro-
Jand recalled. It was mnext resolved that the
statues of Henry IV., Louis XIIL., Louis XIV.,
and Louis XV. should be taken from their pe-
destals, and converted into cannons. At length
Manuel, the reporter of the commune, appeare«t
. 4 at
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308 FRANCE.

at the bar of the assembly, and made the follow,
ing speech. ‘¢ Nothing further remains for Louis:
¢ XV except the right of justifying himself be-
£ fore the sovereign people. The temple is to be
- ¢ assigned to him and his family as an abode; and
¢ they shall there be guarded by twenty men, to
¢ be furnished by the sections. As all their
‘¢ friends are traitors, they shall not be allowed
to keep up' any correspondence. The streets
through which they are to pass shall be lined
with the soldiers of the revolution ; and their
greatest punishment will be to hear the excla-
mations of wive la nation, vive la liberté.” 'The
king and his family were instantly conducted to
the Temple.
At the epoch of the massacres in the prisons, at
- the commencement of September, the populace
proceeded to the Temple, with the head of the
murdered princess of Lamballe on the end of a
pike. . One of the commissaries, addressing him-
“self to Louis, beckoned him to the window to
witness, as he said, a curious spectacle. He was
stopped, however, by the colleague of this-mis-
creant; and his sensibility was thus. spared the
view of so ghastly a sight. The above Massacres,
as well as those of Versailles, were executed with
an atrocity which fury alone could no? have in- -
spived. . Their object, which had been coolly cal-
culated, was to strike a terror in the French,
which should prepare them for the murder of their
sovereign, s
He was now, together with every part of hisfa=
mily, strictly searched, and deprived of penknives,
scissars, and, in general, whatever might have been
directed to the aim of self-destruction, This_fwl?s
L

a a X a2

(13
€

(1

b

(]

-~



vhich had been







WO

A
> made to







1mp:




10rce







‘

516 FRANCE,

to order a general retreat at the close of the
battle of Nervinde, fought on the 18th of March,
notwithstanding he had at the onset been flattered
with the prospect of a complete victory. He
was afterwards defeated near Louvain; and by
this victory on the part of the allies, Belgium was
recovered from the French.

In proportion as Dumourier approached France,
his enemies, the Jacobins of Paris, became more
bitter in their hatred towards him. As he had'
threatened to march to the capital, to protect the
Girondins, and the party headed by Danton,
three commissioners were sent to sound his in-
tentions. On his side he negociated with the
Austrian generals, to secure for himself a retreat.
He quitted Tournay, for the purpose of drawing
nearer to IFrance, and having broken up the
camp of Maulde, took up his residence at St.
Amand. His plan was to possess himself of Lille,
Valenciennes, and Condé, there to proclaim the
constitution of 1791, with the re-establishment
of the monarchical form of government ; but in.
this attempt he failed. While he kad thus placed
himself in a very delicate and hazardous position,
four conventional commissioners, accompanied by
Beurnonville, the minister of war, cams to his
camp to mnotify to him that he was to repair in-
stantly to Paris. Well knowing th® fate which
there awaited him, he caused the 'comr'nission_ers
to be arrested, and delivered shem up into the
hands of the Austrians. They were afterwards
exchanged for the daughter of Louis XVI. The
defection of Dumourier, and of a part of his
army, followed this eyent. ) s ]

‘The French army was rallied, and placed under

i the:
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the command of general Dampierre, who made
two ineffectual attempts to force the allies to dis-.
continue the blockade of Condé. = He fell in an
action which was undertaken with this view ; and
the prince of Saxe Cobourg remained, in a manner,
a passive spectator of the discomfiture of the
French army. It is thought that his inaction
was occasioned by the truce he had made with
Dumourier.

- At the same time that these disastrous events
were announced to the convention, advices were
brought of the unfavourable posture of affairs in
St. Domingo, and of the surrender of the island
of Corsica to Great Britain,  The Spaniards had
invaded a part of Rousillon, with an ardour and
a vigilance which were not expected from such a
foe; and in la Vendée an insurrection had been
kindled by the priests. The army of revolters.
there collected had assumed the title of the
catholic army, and rallied in the name of God
and the king. It was headed by the nobility,
who had not emigrated there in the same degrce
as in the other parts of France.

In Paris a plot had been formed to murder the
Girondins, as well as the greater part of the depu-
ties who had not voted for the death of the king,
This butchery was to have been carried into exe-
cution on tife 9th of March, 1793, but was resisted
by Danton, and several other jacobins, who con=
sidered the measure as too precipitate, They
created, however, a revolutionary committee
which was to effect their purpose in a more

‘gradual way. In the mean time they declared
themselves in a state of permanent insurrection
‘against all the enemies of the republic, whatever
night be their denomination, Robespierre and

, Eed >  Danton
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Danton obtained a decree by which all the sans |
culottes were to be armed with pikes and muskets
at the expense of the rich, who were themselves
to be disarmed as suspected persons. A forced
loan by which they were to be progressively taxed
was superadded, together with several revolution=
gry taxes, which were levied in the departments,
at the will of thé commissioners of the convention.
The maximum was proposed by the commune of
Paris, but rejected until a more convenient op-=
portunity.  In the interim, the shops and ware-
houses of the grocers in the capital were, on the
suggestion of Marat, plundered by the populace,
who did not, however, tdike the advice of that
monster, ta hang up before their doors several of
those whom they thus robbed with impunity.
The instigator to these atrocities was ‘denounced,
and tried by a revolutionary tribunal, chiefly
composed of his own creatures.  The necessary
consequence was that he was acquitted, and again
took his seat in the assembly. oS iy
His disciple, Orleans, or, as he stiled himself;
Egalité, was not equally fortunate, * As soon as
the convention learned that one of his sons had.
been an accomplice of Dumourier, he was arrested.
His sons who were still in France were. closely
watched at Marseilles.  The Bourbons were ba-
nished from the territory of the repubfic ; and the
ci-devant duchess of Orleans confined in a fortress
in Normandy. :
Such were the first essays of the mountaineers
in the convention, and of the jacobins in their
club. = The commune of Paris having, at the insti-
gation of the execrable Hebert, declared itself in
a state of permanent insurrection, several of the
: sections
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ot Famars was forced by the allies.  On this oc=
casion the duke of York distinguished himself
highly, at the head of the British troops. Under
these circumstances, so perilous to France,
general Custine was ordered to quit the army of
the Rhine, and to take the command of that of
the North. His camp was forced, aud the sur-
render of Valenciennes followed.  Such was the
situation of France in the autumn of 1793.

The committee of public safety was established
to desolate France by the most horrid butcheries
and persectltions. Danton withdrew from the
convention, and left all the power in the hands of
Robespierre, Collot d’Herbois, Billand-Varennes,
Couthon, and St. Just. Their first act of autho-
rity was to apprehend all suspected persons, and
totry them by revolutionary committees, the powers
of which were so unlimited, that they could
readily seize on the four fifths of -the population’
of France. One of their earliest victims was
general Custine, whose murder was followed by
that of Marie Antoinette of France, the wretched
widow of Louis XVI. She had suffered during
three months all the horrors of a close captivity
in the prison of the Conciergerie, from whence
she was led before the revolutionary tribunal.
She perish’ed onthe 16th of October, 1793, haying
survived herdsushand nearly nine months.

. Her death was followed by the destruction of
‘the Girondin party, forty of whom were brought
before the revolutionary tribunal, and twenty
others, who had fled, outlawed. - In the number
of those who were guillotined, was the celebrated
Brisson, by whom the faction was headed,

Lebrun, the minister for foreign affairs, was after-
- 0 - wards

s
2















) {
3206 FRANCE.

that of a town exhausted by a long siege: Before

- day-break the streets were filled with multitudes
of distressed women andchildren, ranged in long
files before the doors of the'dealers in the different
articles essential to their existence. The trades-
people considered the sale of their commodities to
be tantamount to a pillage ; but were forced to
sacrifice their property to their personal safety,
The inhabitants of the environs trembled when
they brought their productions to¥market. The
public places were deserted ; and this was likewise
the case with the quarters which had been for-
merly inhabited by the favourites of fortune. On
their hotels were inscribed the words national
property, to point out that they had been the
abodes either of emigrants, or of the victims of
the revolution. In the provinces the same picture
of misery was exhibited. -

The department of Vaucluse, having Avignon
for its capital, had for four years been exposed to
all the horrors and calamities of the revolution,
under the domination of Jourdan, stiled the cut-
throat. He was succeeded by another monster
named Maignet, who, with a view to the exercise’
of an uncommon vengeance, caused the tree of
liberty to be cut down at Bedouin, gne of the
most flourishing towns in that quarter. On this
pretext, the above place was set fir€%to, and sixty=
three of its inhabitants sentenced to perish by the
guillotine. The majority of those who survive
fell a prey to misery and despair. i
. Joseph Lebon was sent to inflict a punishment
on Arras, the place of nativity of Robespierre.
The revolutionary commission which ‘was there
established performed its hellish functions wit]:
3 3 ¥ SUC
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such a rapidity, that in a few days there was not

| to be found a single house in the most spacious

street of the above city, belonging to which seve-
zal individuals had not been guillotined. Nearly
nine hundred persons perished in the presence of
this monster, who was seated in a balcony during
the executions.

Among the magistrates who were immolated, .
was the respectable and virtuous Malesherbes, the
itrepid defender of Louis XVI. Forty-five mem-
bers of the ancient parliament of Paris, thirty-
three belonging to that of Thoulouse,. thirty far-
mers general, and twenty-five of the most opulent
merchants of Sedan, perished about the same
time. Madame Elizabeth, the sister of the un-
fortunate Louis, was brought to trial at the insti-
gation of Billaud de Varennes. She was sen-
tenced to suffer death by the guillotine, notwith-
standing it was impossible to substantiate a single
charge against this virtuous and exemplary female.
The executions were now multiplied to such a
degree, that eighty persons were frequently con-
veyed to the place of execution in the same
vehicle. To cite the names of all the illustrious
victims who fell, would far exceed our limits, and
would at the same time present foo horrid a pic=
ture of human depravity.

Three weahs before the event which was to de-
liver France from the most atrocious of tyrannies,
Robespierre absented himself from the committee
of public safety. The storm which hovered over
his head, had left him no other partizans than

_his execrable associates, Couthon and St. Just.

The members of the convention who had. hitberto
been on his side, and had supported him in all
¥i2 his
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and repeated by him in the evening at the jacobin
club. Luchet, one of the membhers, demanded
that he should be instantly arrested; and a decree
of arrest was accordingly passed against him, his-
young brother, and his accomplices, Couthon, St,’
Just, and Le Bas. They were ordered to with=
draw; and the meeting dissolved.

_ At seven in the evening the sitting was resumed
and the members of the municipality and depart:
ment of Paris ordered to the bar. The arrest of
Fleuriot-Lescot, the mayor of Paris, having been
decreed, the president announced that the jacobins
had invested and taken possession of the com-
mittee of public safety. One of the members
stated that Henriot had effected his escape, and
was paraded by the populacein triumph. Another
brought the news that Robespierre had been con -
ducted by his partizans to the commune house,
and had been well received by the municipal
officers. They were, as well as Henriot, out-
lawed, and Barras appointed to the command of
the national guard. The barriers of Paris having
been shut, and other precautionary measures taken,,
it was announced that Robespierre and all his ac-
complices had effected their escape. They were
declared to be in a state of outlawry. The dif-
ferent sections of Paris took the oaths of alle-
giance to the convention.

' The door”of the commune house, where the
.conspirators were assembled, having been fo:ced
open, Robespierre attempted to destroy himself

with a pistol, the discharge of which fractured

his jaw. LeBas blew out his brains ; and Couthon,

who had sought refuge beneath a table, stabbed

himself with a knife, but not mortally. The

¥f3 younger
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surrendered at the expiration of ten days after
the trenches had been opened. This was. the
fourth fortified place which the Austiians had
conquered on the French territory.  While they
flattered themselves that the acquisition of two or
three victories would conduct them to the capital
they were kept on the defensive by the 1'cpublicar;

“ troops, whose attacks were so concerted, that the
Tmperialists could with difficulty discern the point
- from which they were directed, On the 26th of
April the Freneh entered Courtrai, and menaced
Menin, to the succour of which Clayrfait marched.
He was defeated; but returned a few days after
to the attack of Courtrai, in front of which he
threw up several commanding batteries. The re-
publican troops made a sortie, and charged the

{ enemy with so much impetuosity, that they dis-

lodged them from their adyanced posts. Clayrfait
was thus obliged to retreat a second time, and de-
manded reinforcements to disengage West Flanders

| from an incursion which would expose a great -

part of the Austrian army. The aulic council
‘was thus forced to defer the execution of the plan
- of an offensive campaign, and eventually to re-
7 e it altogether. The French were thrice
~zepulsed in their attempts to cross the Sambre ; but
were mare successful in the passage of the Maese.
In short, the events of each day evinced the
cfficacy of the plan of the French council of war,
presided by Carnot, to keep the Austrian army
blocked up in its new conquests, and between the
four fortresses by which they were protected.
‘The prince of Saxe Cobourg resolved to make
a great effort to disengage West Flanders, and
shifted his head quarters to Tournay. The army
commanded
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commanded by general Clayrfait was augmented
to twenty-five thousand men; and that under the
command of the duke of York, by whomhe was
to be seconded, was still superior in peint of num-
bers. The prince of Cobourg, who waited the
success of their combined operations, covered
Tournay with the flower of theAustrianarmy. Such
powerful forces enabled the Austrian army to re-
sume the offensive operations, with a strong per-
suasion that the body of French troops which oc-
cupied Courtrai, and the one which invested
Menin, would be forced to lay down their arms.
The duke of York set out from before Courtrai
on the 17th of May, and took possession of all
the posts to the right extending from Lille to that
place. General Clayrfait crossed the Lys at Wer-
wick and Commines. Pichegru, who was aware
.of these movements, prevented the junction of
the two armies, and kept up a communication
with Courtrai by skillful manccuvres. He put
bimself at the head of the detachments of troops
which had retreated towards Lille, and marched
against the duke of York. The British and Ha-
noverians maintained their positions for a con-.
siderable time, but were at length overpowered
by numbers, and forced to retreat, which they
did with great regularity. All their artillery and
camp equipage fell into the hands of the French;
and two thousand of their troops wefé made pri-
soners. The duke of York retreated with his
army to Tournay., General Clayrfait crossed the
Lys, and returned to the position he had before
occupied on the heights of Thielt, whence he was
cnabled to menace Courtrai, and to protect
Ypres. S
: The
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The French, under general Pichegru, were re-
pulsed with great loss in an attempt to take
Tournay by assanlt. Clayrfait having quitted the
position he occupied, the French’ general Souham
marched towards Ypres, and gave him battle.
The Imperialists were defeated, with the loss of
their camp equipage, and Ypres capitulated soon
after. West Flanders was thus open to the Re-
publicans, but was not the scene where the de-
cisive blows of the campaign were struck.

When it was opened, the movements of the
army, commanded by general Jourdan, did not ap-
pear to have been concerted with those of Piche-
gru. After two indecisive actions near Arlon, ge-
neral Beaulieu, who had been opposed to Jour- .
dan, pushed on to Charleroi, the siege of which
he raised. The latter general, having left behind
him strong gavrisons, set out with an army of
thirty thousand men, and, after a very rapid and
difficult march, was met by the princewof Saxe
Cobourg. Two actions were fought on the banks
of the Sambre, the result of the first of which
obliged general Jourdan to recross that river after
haying sustained a considerable loss. After the
second, Charleroi was invested by the French,
and surrendered on the 25th of June, The me-
morablé battle of Fleurus was fought on the fol-
lowing daye 5

The Austrian army was commanded by the
prince of Cobourg, the right being, led by the
prince of Orange, the left by general Beaulieu,
and the centre by the prince of Lambesc. It
had been reinforced by the garrisons ‘of Valen-
ciennes, Landrecy, and Quesnoy, and was about

ninety thousand strong. Jourdan’s army was
el p still
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still superior in point of numbers, and had a ve
formidable and well-served train of artillery. The
cavalry of the allies had, however, a manifest
advantage over that of the French.

General Jourdan attacked the 'enemy before
day-break, but his troops were thrice driven from
before the trenches with great losses. After hay-
ing continued their efforts for: nine hours, the
French retreated with order and regularity,
Jourdan had, however, powerful resources in re-
serve for a fourth attack. At six in the evening
he advanced with the flying artillery, and the
troops that had not hitherto been engaged. He
ordered a charge to be made throughout the whole
extent of the line. It was executed with so much
impetuosity, that the left wing of the allies was
broken. The prince of Cobourg ordered a re~
treat, which was conducted with great ability.
The second conquest of Belgium by the French
was the result of this battle. /alenciennes,
Condé, Quesnoy, and Landrecies, capitulated,
after a slight resistance made by the Austrian
commandants. - Luxembourg also surrendered to
the French.

A scarcity in Paris, in March 1795, was fol-
lowed by several acts of just severity against the
jacobins. Billaud Varennes and Collot d’Her-
bois were transported to Guaiane, amd seventeen
other deputies imprisoned. The capital continued
in an agitated state, until at length, on the 20th
of May, the mob which had been collected in the
suburb of St. Antoine, broke out in open insur-
rection, and repaired to the convention, to de-
mand bread and the constitution of 1793. They
murdered one of the representatives, Feraud, and

took
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took possession of the hall, where they formed
themselyes into a national assembly, and enacted
several jacobinical and revolutionary measures.
They were, however, subdued, and their leaders
brought to condign punishment.

. On the 15th of July the emigrants were de-
feated after an unsuccessful attempt to gain a
footing at Quiberon. They had obtained pos-
session of a fort, from which they were driven by
the republican troops. Dlany of the royalists af-
fected their escape; but the gallant count de
Sombreuil perished at the head of many others.
Tallien presided at their execution. ’

A peace was signed with Spainin the month of
July, from which time nothing particular. oc-
curred until the 5th of October, when an attack
was made on the convention by the jacobins. A
‘Isperate contest ensued, which lasted for several
hours, until at length the rebels were mastered
by Barras, who had the command of the armed
force of Paris.

On the 26th of the above month the conven-
tion was dissolved, and replaced by five directors,
with a council of five hundred, and a council of
elders. The following are the names of the mem-
bers whq composed the directory : Barras, Rew-
bell, Revelliere-Lepaux, Letoumeur,.and Carn'ot.

"Treaties of peace had been signed in the spring
of the above year, between France on the one
hand, and Prussia and Tuscany on the other,
Sweden and the electorate of Hanover followed
the example of the above powers. T'he French
were thus enabled to make more poweri‘ul effqrts:
in Germany, where they had two strong armies.
They took Dusseldorf by assault, and laid siege to.

Mentz. Berg and Manheim soon after fell ;’Jnt.o-,
: their
g =
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their hands. General Pichegru being, however,
unable to second the efforts of Jourdan, the siege
of Mentz was raised ; and the latter of these gene=
-rals forced to ctross the Rhine. Manheim fell
into the hands of the Imperialists, and an armistice
of three months was agreed on between the con-
tending generals. i
In Italy the hostilities were renewed very late .
in the season: The battles of Loano and Garesio
were unfavourable to the [French, who, after a
loss of eight thousand men in killed and prison-
ers, were forced to retreat towards Savona. How-
‘ever, the Imperial general De Vins being unable
to obtain possession of the fortiess of Savona,
on account of the refusal of the Genoese to allow
him a passage through their territory, was forced
to retreat, and to allow the French to possess
themselves of several fortified places, as well &
of the magazines he had collected. 4
In the West Indies the events of the war were,
in 1798, favourable to France. During the pre=
ceding campaign, Guadaloupe, and Port-au-
Prince, in St. Domingo, had fallen into the hands -
of the English. The former place was afterwards
taken possession of by Victor Hughes, who fo-
mented an insurrection in one of the Brjtish co-
lonies, Grenada. He likewise succeeded in re-
capturing the island of St. Lucie®*which had
been wrested from the French. A
A treaty of alliance haying been entered into
in the summer of the above year, between France
and Holland, Great Britain declared war against
the latter nation, and planned an attack on its
settlements,  An expedition was accordingly sent
against the island of Ceylon; and forts Trincomale
and Oosterberg, in that island, surrendered to the
& ,- . British
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The victory obtained by the Imperialists on that

_ occasion was followed by another near Wurtz-

bourg; and Jourdan was forced to retreat to-

, wards Dusseldorf, with the scattered remnants of
* hus army.

The celebrated retreat of Moreau followed
these events, and was conducted in a masterly
stile, which confers more credit on him than he

| would have acquired by repeated victories. He

| gained several in his retrograde march ; but was
so closely followed up by the gallant Archduke,
that at the close of the campaign the French
possessed but one post on the right bank of the

! Rhine. ] ;

In the course of the above year, the Dutéh
settlements of Demerara, Issequibo, and Berbice,
were taken possession of by Great Britain.  The
French island of St. Lucie was surrendered to
that power in the month of May ; and soon after
those of St.Vincent and Grenada fell into the
same hands,

The Dutch made an ineffectual attempt to cap=
ture the Cape of Good Hope, and for this purpose
sent out a squadron of two sail of the line, a ship
of fifty-four guns, another of forty-four, and four
other vessels of inferior force. This fleet anchor-
ed in Saldannah bay, where it surrendered, with-
out any oppoetition, to the British fleet, command-
ed by admiral Sir George Keith Elphinstone. The
‘capture of forts Negombo and Columbo, soon
after put the English in possession of all the
Dutch portion of the island of Ceylon. The
Dutch possessions of Amboyna and Bandalikewise
surrendered to Great Britain, ;

Sir Gilbert Elliott, the viceroy of Corsica, per-
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The campaign in Germany was successfully
prosecuted by the French, until the news arrived
of the treaty of Leoben, which produced a sus-
j)ension of arms betweex} the respective coms=
manders, ;

The republic of Venice having heen hostile to
the French, General Augereau, at the héad of an
army of twenty-five thousand republicans, took
possession of the city of Venice, and seized on
the forts and arsenal. By the treaty of Campo
Formio, signed by the Emperor and the French
republic in the month of October following, that
city, with its continental possessions, together
with the islands of Istria and Dalmatia, and the
Adriatic isles, fell to the lot of Austria ; while
the French reserved to themselves the islands of
Corfu, Zante, Cephalonia, St, Maure, Cerigo,
and a part of Albania.

The British admiral Sir John Jervis, who had
for some time blockaded Cadiz with fifteen ships
of the line, brought to action off Cape St. Vin-
cent a Spanish fleet of twenty-seven ships of the
line, commanded by admiral don Joseph de Cor-
dova, and, with so very inferior a force, obtained
@ most brilliant victory, fromswhich resulted the
capture of two Spanish ships of a hundred and
twelve guns each, and two others of eighty-four
guns. ; ; ‘

«The Dutch fleet under admiral de Winter
having put to sea from the Texel, was encoun-
tered by the British admiral Duncan, on the 11th
of October, off Camperdown. The British fleet
was composed of seven ships of seventy-four guns.
each, of seven of sixty-four guns, and of onel
fifty gun ship. The Dutch fleet consisted of i‘ggur
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The action commenced at sun-set, and was fought
with unabating fury until nine in the evening,
when the Orient of a hundred and twenty guns,
.commanded by the French admiral Bruix, caught
fire, and blew up with a terrible explosion. The
action was not suspended until noon of the suc:
ceeding day, when the victory was completely in
fayour of the British, who captured two ships of
cighty guns, and seven seventy-four gun ships.
Another French ship of seventy-four guns was
burned. Thus terminated the ever-memorable
battle of Aboukir! ik
1t was followed by a new confederacy against

France, on which, and the subsequent operations,
it had a marked influgnce. -
The Turks declared war against the French
republic in the month of September; and the |
emperor of Russia, with the same view, made |
formidable preparations both by sea and land.
The Neapolitan troops entered the Papal territory
in November, to attack the French; but were defeat-
«ed at Ciyita Castellana by the republican general
Rampionet, who forced them to evacuate Reme,
of which they had taken possession. The king of
Sardinia, by whom the confederacy had been
joined, was reduced to the humiliating necessity of
abdicating his throne, on which condition alone |
he could avoid being sent prisoner iato: France. |
A formidable rebellion having broken out in i
Ireland, the French gencral Hlumbert landed inf,
Killala bay, distant from Dublin about a hundred |
and twenty miles, at the head of about nine hun- I
dred men,  Notwithstanding the allurements held
out to them by the new doctrine of liberty and
equality, he could prevail on but few of the pea-jy
: santry
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santry to join his standard.  With the feeble
yeinforcements he could collect, he marched to
‘ Castlebar, where he obtained an advantage over
the troops sent to oppose his progress.  He now
' advanced towards Tuam, but was met at Ballina-~
" muck by a column of British troops commanded
by lieutenant-colonel Crawford. After a short
but spirited centest, his detachment surrendered
themselves prisoners of war. The rebellion was -
 shortly after subdued.
An expedition having been planned by Great
 Britain for the destruction of the canal of Bruges,
major-general Coote was charged with this enter-
prise, and effected a landing near Ostend. He
succeeded in burning several®boats, and destroying
the sluice gates; but the troops under his com-
'mand having, by stress of weather, been prevented
from re-embarking, were forced to yield to the
superior numbers of the French who had been
collected, and were made prisoners. The British
expedition against Minorca was more successful.
General Stuart, with a small force of eight hun-
\dred men, obtained possession of that island,
which centained a triple force of Spaniards.
JAnother French expedition against Ireland, was
‘ntercepted ; and the Hoche of eighty guns cap-
‘ured by a British squadron.

At the commencement of 1799 the French took
ossession of Naples, which was declared a repub-
ic; and about the same time a revolution was
flected in the little republic of Lucca, which
abolished the aristocracy, and assumed a popular
form of government. In Germany the campaign
as opened by the defeat of the French general

lourdan, A treaty having been entered into
between
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