
 



 





 



 



  

  
  

  

“Numa. 1. SATURDAY, Aprils, 1758. 

Vacui Jub umbra 

Lufimes. Hor. 

HOSE who attempt periodical eflays feem 
LT to be often ftopped in the beginning, by the 

difficulty of finding a proper title. Two writers, 
fince the time of the Spectator, have affumed his 
‘name, without any pretenfions to Jawful inherit- 
ance; an effort was once made to revive the Tasler ; 
and the ftrange appellations, by which other papers 
have been called, fhow that the authors were dif- 
trefled, like the natives of America, who come to the 
Europeans to beg a name. பஜ 

Tt will be eafily believed of the Idler, that if his. 
title had required any fearch, he never would have 
found it. Every mode of life has its conveniencies. 
The Idler, who habituates himfelf to be fatisfied with 
what he can mioft eafily obtain, not only efcapes.la-.. 

Vou. VII. ட bours.



   

    

     

     
    
   

2 THE IDLER. அஜி. 1. 
bours which are often ப்பட but fometimes fucs| 
‘ceeds better than thofe who defpife all that is within, 

- their'reach, and think every thing more valuable as 
it is harder to be acquired. ; 

If fimilitude of manners be a motive to kindnef, 
the Idler may flatter himfelf with univerfal patron. ்‌ 
age. ‘There is no fingle chara¢ter under which fuch 4 

numbers are comprifed. Every-man is, or hopes to 
be, an Idler. Even thofe who feem to differ mof 
from us are haftening to increafe our fraternity 5 | 
peace is the end of war, fo to be idle is the ultimate ॥ 
purpofe of the bufy. — ae 

There is perhaps no appellation by which a writer’ : 
can better denote his kindred to the human fpec ce 

It has been found hard to defcribe man by an ade- 

quate definition. Some philofophers have called 
him a reafonable animal; but others have confidered — 

reafon as a quality of which many creatures partake. ae 
‘He has been termed likewife a laughing ‘animal ; 
but it is faid that fome men have never laughed. 
Perhaps man may be more Properly diftinguifhed: 
as an idle animal; for there is no man who is not 

fometimes idle. It is at leaft a definition from 
which none that fhall find it in this paper can be 
excepted; for who can be more idle than the ட 

‘of the Edler ? ; 
That the definition may be complete, idlenels 

muft be not only the general, but the peculiar cha- 
racteriflick of man; and perhaps: man is the only — 
‘being ‘that can properly be called idle, that does by 
ethers what he micht do himfelf, or ” ப்ப. 

or டட to the ice of eale. ்‌ 

்‌ 
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Scarcely any name can be imagined: from which -. 

lefs envy or competition is to be dreaded. The Idler 
has no rivals or enemies: The man of bufinefs for- 

gets him; the man of enterprife defpifes him; . and- 
though fuch as tread the fame track of. life fall com- 
monly into jealoufy and difcord, Idlers are always - 
found to aflociate in peace; and he who is moft 
famed for doing nothing, is glad to meet another as 
idle as himfelf. : 

_ What is to be expected from this paper, whether 
it will be uniform or various, learned or familiar, 
ferious or gay, political or moral, continued or in- 
terrupted, it is hoped that no reader will enquire. 
That the Idler has fome {cheme, cannot be doubted ; 
for to form {chemes is the Idler’s privilege. But 
though he has many projects in his head, he is now 

_ grown {paring of communication, having obferved, 
that his hearers are apt to remember what he forgets 
himfelf; that his tardinefs of execution expofes him 
to the encroachments of thofe who catch a hint and 
fall to work ; and that very fpecious plans, after long 
contrivance and pompous difplays, have fubfided in 
wearinefs without a trial, and without muifcarriage 
have been blafted by derifion. 
Something the Idler’s character may be fuppofed 

to promife. Thofe that are curious after diminutive. 
hiftory, who watch the revolutions of families, and 
the rife and fall of charaters either male or female; 
will hope to be gratified by this paper; for the Idler 
is always inquifitive and feldom retentive. He that 
delights in obloquy and fatire, and withes to fee clouds 
gathering over any reputation that dazzles him with 

its brightnefs, will fnatch up the Idler’s eflays with 
B 2 a beating
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Num. 2. Sarurpay, April 22, ieee 

Loto vix quater anno . a 
Membranam. ம ஙி. 

MAS Y pofitions are often on the tongue, and 
feldom. in the mind; “there are many truths 

which every human being acknowledges and forgets, 
It is generally known, that he who expeéts much will 
be often difappointed ; yet difappointment feldom 
cures us of expectation, or has any other effe@ than 
that of producing a moral fentence, or peevith ex- 
clamation. He that embarks in the voyage of life, 
will always with to advance rather by the impulfe of 
the wind, than the ftrokes of the oar; and many 
founder in the paflage, while they lie waiting for the 
gale that is to waft them to their with. . 

Tt will naturally be fufpetted that the Idler has 
lately fuffered fome difappointment, and that he does 
not talk thus gravely for nothing. No man is re- 
quired to betray his own fecrets. 1 will, however, 
confefs, that I have now been a writer almoft a week, 
and: have not yet heard a fingle word of praife, nor 
received one hint from any correfpondent. 

Whence this negligence proceeds I am not able 
_ to difcover. Many of my predeceffors have thought 

themfelves obliged to return their acknowledgments 
in the fecond paper, for the kind reception of the * 
firft ; and in a fhort time, apologies have become 

_ heceflary to thofe ingenious gentlemen and ladies, 
_ Whole performances, though in the ‘higheft degree * 

B3 elegant .
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elegant and learned, have been unavoidably de- 

layed. es er 

‘What then will be thought of me, who, having 

experienced no kindnefs, have no thanks to return 5 _ 

_whom no gentleman or lady has yet enabled to give 

any caufe of difcontent, and who have therefore no 

opportunity of fhewing how fkilfully T can pacify ré- . 

fentment, extenuate negligence, or palliate rejection ? 

T have long known that fplendor of reputation 19 

not to be counted among the neceffaries of life, and 

therefore fhall not much repine if praife be withheld 

fill it is better deferved. But furely I may be al- 

lowed to complain, that, in a nation of authors, not 

one has thought me worthy of notice after fo fair an 

‘invitation. : த்க்‌ 

‘At the time when the rage of writing has feized 

the old and young, when the cook warbles her: 

lyricks in the kitchen, and the thrather vociferates 

his heroicks in the barn; when our traders deal out 

knowledge in bulky volumes, and our girls forfake 

their famplers to teach kingdoms wifdom; it may 

feem very unneceflary to draw any more from their 
proper occupations, by affording new opportunities 

of literary fame. © pe 

I fhould be indeed unwilling to find that, for the 
fake of correfponding with the Idler, the fmith’s iron 
had cooled on the anvil, or the {pinfter’s diftalf 

ftood unemployed. I folicit only the contributions 

of thofe who have already devoted themfelves to. 
literature, or, without any determinate intention, 

wander at large through the expanfe of life, and 
» wear out the day in hearing at one place what they 

__ utter at another. i 
Of
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Of thefe, a great part are already writers. One 
has a friend in the country upon whom he exercifes 

his powers; whofe paflions he raifes and deprefles ; 

whofe underftanding he perplexes with paradoxes, 
or ftrengthens by argument; whofe admiration he 
courts, whofe praifes he enjoys; and who ferves 
him inftead of a fenate or a theatre; as the young ~ 

foldiers in the Roman camp learned the ufe of their 

weapons by fencing again{t a poft in the place of an 
enemy. ; 

Another has his pockets filled with eflays and epi- 
grams, which he reads from houfe to houfe, to (6- 
let parties; and which his acquaintances are daily 
entreating him to withhgld no longer from the im- 

patience of the publick, — 
If among thefe any one‘is perfuaded, that, by fuch 

preludes of compofition, he has qualified himfelf to 
appear in the open world, and is yet afraid of thofe 
cenfures which they who have already written, and 
they who cannot write, are equally ready to fulmi- 
nate againft publick pretenders to fame, he may, by 
tran{mitting his performances to the Idler, make a 
cheap experiment of his abilities, and enjoy the 
pleafure of fuccefs, without the hazard of mifcar- 
riage. : 

Many advantages not generally known arife from 
this method of ftealing on the publick. ‘The ftand- 
ing author of the paper is always the objeét of criti- 
cal malignity. Whatever is mean will be imputed 
to him, and whatever is excellent be afcribed to his 
affiftants. It does not much alter the event, that 
the author and his correfpondents are equally un- 
known ; for the author, whoever he be, is an indi- 

B 4 vidual,
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NuMB. 3. SATURDAY, April 29, 1758. 

072௪ vite 

Solamur cantt. Srar: 

[2 has long been the complaint of thofe who fre- 
‘quent the theatres, that all the dramatick art has 

been long exhaufted, and that the viciffitudes of for- 

tune, and accidents of life, have been fhewn in every 

poflible combination, till the firft feene informs us of 
. the laft, and the play.no fooner opens, than every 

auditor knows how it will conclude. When a con- 

{piracy is formed in a tragedy, we guefs by whom it 
will be detected; when a letter is dropt in a co- 
medy, we can tell by whom it will be found. No- 
thing is now left for the poet but charaGter and {gn- 

timent, which are to make their way as they can, 

without the foft anxiety of fufpence, .or the enliven- 
ing agitation of furprile. ty 

AA new paper lies under the fame difadvantages 
as a new play, There is danger left it be new . 
without novelty. My earlier predeceflors had. their 

_choice of vices and follies, and fele¢ted fuch as were 
moft likely to raife merriment or attract attention ; 
they had the whole field of life before them, un- 
trodden and unfurveyed; charaéters of every kind 
fhot up in their way, and thofe of the moft luxu- 
tiant growth, or moft confpicuous colours, were 
naturally cropt by the firft fickle. They that fol- 

~ low are forced to peep into neglected corners, to 

note
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note the cafual varieties of the fame fpecies, and to 

recommend themfelves by minute induftry, and dif- 

tin@iions too fubtle for common eyes. : 
‘Sometimes it may happen, that’ the hafte or negli- 

gence of the firft inquirers has left enough behind 
to reward another fearch; fometimes new objects 
ftart wp under the eye, and he that is looking for one 
kind of matter, is amply gratified by the difcovery 
of another. But full it muft be allowed, that, as 

- more is taken, lefs can remain; and every truth 

brought newly to light impoverithes the mine, 

from which fucceeding intellects are to dig their 
‘treafures, - பத்‌ ; 

Many philofophers imagine, that the elements. 

themfelves may be in time exhaufted; that the fun, 
by fhining long, will effufe all its light; and that, by. 

the continual wafte of aqueous particles, the whole 
earth will at laft become a fandy defert. 

ஈம would not advife my readers to difturb them- 
felyes by contriving how they fhalk live without light 
and water. For the days of univerfal thirft and per- 
petual darknefs are at a great diftance. The ocean 
and the fun will laft our time, and we may leave 
pofterity to fhift for themfelves. 

But if the {tores of nature are limited, much more 
narrow bounds muft be fet to the modes of life; and 
mankind may want a moral or amufing paper, many 
years, before they fhall be deprived of drink or day- 
light. This want, which to the bufy and the inven- 
tive may feem eafily remediable by fome fubflitute or 
other, the whole race of Id/ers will: feel with all the 
fenfibility that fuch torpid animals can fuffer, 

When
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- ‘When I confider the innumerable multitudes that, 

having no, motive of defire, or determination of will, 

lie freezing in perpetual inactivity, till fome external 

impulfe puts them in motion; who awake in the 

morning, vacant of thought, with minds gaping for 

the intellectual food, which fome kind effayift has 
been accuftomed to fupply.; I am moved by the 

commiferation with which all human beings ought 
to behold the diftrefles of each other, to try fome ex- 
edients for their relief, and to enquire by what me- 

thods the liftlels may be actuated, and the empty be 
_ replenithed.. 

There are faid to be pleafures in madnefs known 

only to madmen. There are certainly miferies in 

idlenefs, which the Id/e only can conceive. Thele - 

miferies I have often felt and often bewailed. I 

know by experience, how welcome is every avoca-' 
tion that fummogs the thoughts to a new image; and 
how much languor and laflitude are relieved by that — 
officioufnefs which offers a momentary amufement to 
him who is unable to find it for himfelf. 

It is naturally indifferent to this race of men what 

entertainment they receive, fo they are but enter- 

tained. They catch, with equal eagernefs, at a mo-~ 
ral leGture, or the memoirs of a robber; a prediétion 
of the appearance of a comet, or the calculation of 
the chances of a lottery. 

They might therefore eafily be pleafed, if they 
coniulted only their own minds; but thofe who will 
not take the trouble to think for themfelves, have al- 
ways fomebody that thinks for them; and the diffi- 
culty in writing is to pleafe thofe from whom others 
learn to be pleafed. : 

Much
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potterity, or to fecure fucceflions of charity, for fuc- 
ceflions of diftrefs. ௮ os 

Compaffion is by fome reafoners, on whom the 
name of philofophers’ has been too eafily conferred, 
tefolved into an affection merely felfifh, an involun- 
tary perception of pain at the involuntary fight of a 
being like ourfelves languifhing in mifery. But this 

fenfation, if ever it be felt at all from the brute in- 
{tiné: of uninftructed nature, will only produ ட ஸீ 

fects defultory and tranfient ; it will never fettle into 
a principle of ation, ‘or extend relief to calamities 

unfeen, in generations not yet in being. 
The devotion of life or fortune to the fuccour of 

the poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity 
has never rifen by its own power. The charity of 
the Mahometans is a precept which their teacher evi- © 
dently tranfplanted from the doétrines of Chrifti- - 
anity; and the care with which fome of the Oriental 
fe&s attend, as is faid, to the neceffities of the dif. 
eafed and indigent, may be added to the other argu- 
ments, which prove Zorcajter to have borrowed his 
inftitutions from the law of Mo/es. : 

‘The pyefent age, though not likely to fhine here- 
after among the moft fplendid periods of hiftory, has 
yet given examples of charity, which may be very 
properly recommended to imitation. The equal 

diftribution of wealth, which long commerce has 
produced, does not enable any fingle hand to raife 
edifices of piety like fortified cities, to appropriate 
Manors to religious ufes, or deal out fuch large and 

lafting beneficence as was feattered over. the land in - 
ancient times, by thofe who poffefled counties or 

_ Provinces. “But no fooner is a new fpecies of mifery 
்‌ brought —
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brought to view, and a defign of relieving 0. 
felled, than every hand is open to contribute tome 
thing, every tongue is bufied in folicitation, and 

every art of pleafure is employed for a time in the 

intereft of virtue. : ay 
The moft apparent and prefling miferies incident 

to man, have now their peculiar houfes of Teception 
and relief; and there are few among us taifed how- 

_ ever little above the danger of poverty, who may not 
juftly claim, what is implored by the Madometans in 
their moft ardent benediétions, the prayers of the 
poor. த்‌ : £ 
Among thofe aétions which the mind can mott fe- 

curely review with unabated pleafure, is that of | 
having contributed to an hofpital for the fick. Of 
fome kinds of charity the confequences are dubious ; 
fome evils which beneficence has been: bufy to re= 
medy, are not certainly known to be very grievous 
to the fuilerer, or detrimental to the community ; 
but no man can queftion whether wounds and fick« 
nefs are not really painful; whether it be not wor- 
thy of a good man’s care to reftore thofe to cafe: and 
ufefulnefs, from whofe labour infants and women 
expect their bread, and who, by a’ cafual hurt, or 
lingering -difeafe, lie pining in want and anguifh, 

_ burthenfome to others, and weary of themfelves, 
Yet. as the hofpitals of the prefent time fubfift only 

. by gifts beftowed at pleafure, without any folid fund - of fupport,. there is danger left the blaze of charity, 
which, now burns with fo much heat and fplendor, 
fhould die away for want of lafting fuel; left fa- fhion. fhould fuddenly withdraw her fmile, and in- _ conftancy transfer the publick attention to fomething



 



 



 



See THE TD LER. 19 

nions. Many ufeful offices are performed by men | 
of fcarlet, to which neither dog nor monkey has 
adequate abilities. A parrot, indeed, is as fine as a 
colonel, and, if he has been much ufed to good com- 
pany, is not wholly without converfation ; but a par- 
rot, after all, is a poor little creature, and has neither 
{word nor fhoulder-knot, can neither dance nor play - 
at cards. 

Since the foldiers muft obey the call of their duty, 
and go to that fide of the kingdom which faces 
France, 1 know not why the ladies, who cannot live 
without them, fhould not follow them. The pre- 
judices and pride of man have long prefumed the 
fword and fpindle made for different hands, and de- 
nied the other fex to partake the grandeur of mili- 
tary glory. This notion may be confiftently enough 
received in France, where the falick law excludes fe- 
males from the throne ; but we, who allow them to 
be fovereigns, may furely fuppofe them capable to be 

~ foldiers. 
It were to be withed that fome man, whofe expe. 

rience and. authority might enforce regard, would 
‘propofe that our encampments for the prefent year 
fhould comprife an equal number of men and women, 
who fhould march and fight in mingled bodies. If 
proper colonels were once appointed, and the drums 
ordered to beat for female volunteers, our regiments 
would foon be filled without the reproach or cruelty 
of an imprefs. 

Of thefe heroines, fome might ferve on foot, under 
the denomination of the Female Buffs,and fome on 
horfeback, with the title of Lady Huffars. 

த G2 What
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Nuns. 6. SAtTurDay, May 20, 1758. 

7௪20 82292 3000௧ 3௮032 Gr. Pro. 

௫ HE lady who had undertaken to ride on one horfe 
# a thoufand miles in a thoufand hours, has com- 

pleted her journey in little more than two-thirds of 
the time ftipulated, and was conduéted through the 
Jaft mile with triumphal honours. Acclamation 
fhouted before her, and all the flowers of the {pring 
were {cattered in her way. 

Every heart ought to rejoice when true merit is 
diftinguifhed with public notice. I am far from 
withing either to the amazon or her horfe any dimi- 
nution of happinefs or fame, and cannot but lament 
that they were not more amply and fuitably rewarded. 

There was once a time when wreaths of bays or 
oak were confidered as recompences equal to the 
moft wearifome labours and terrific dangers, and when 
the miferies of long marches and ftormy feas were at 
once driven from the remembrance by the fragrance 
of a garland. 

If this heroine had been born in ancient times, fhe 
might perhaps have been delighted with the fimpli: 
city of ancient gratitude; or if any thing was want- 
ing to full fatisfaction, the might have fupplied the 
deficiency with the hope of deification, and antici. 
pated the altars that would be raifed, and the vows 
that would be made, by future candidates for equef- 
trian glory, to the patronefs of the race and the god. 
defs of the ftable, Be 

C 3 But
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But fate referved her for a more enlightened age, 

which has difcovered leaves and flowers to be tran- 

fitory things; which confiders profit as the end of 
honour; and rates the event of every undertaking 
only by the money that is gained or loft. In thefe 
days, to ftrew the road with daifies and lilies, is to 
mock merit, and delude hope. The toyman will not 
give his jewels, nor the mercer meafure out his filks, 
for vegetable coin. A primrofe, though picked up 
under the feet of the moft renowned courfer, will 
neither be received as a ftake at cards, not procure 
a feat at an opera, nor buy candles for a rout, nor 
lace for a livery. And though there are many vir- 
tuofos, whofe fole ambition is to poffefs fomething 
which can be found in no other hand, yet fome are 
more accuftomed to ftore their cabinets by theft than 
purchafe, and none of them would either fteal or buy 
one of the flowers of gratulation till he knows that 
all the reft are totally deftroyed. 

Little therefore did it avail this wonderful lady to — 
be received, however joyfully, with fuch obfolete 
and barren ceremonies of praife. Had the way been 
covered with guineas, though but for the tenth part 

of the laft mile, fhe would have confidered her kill 

and diligence as not wholly loft; and might have 

rejoiced in the fpeed and perfeverance which had left 

her fuch fuperfluity of time, that the could at leifure © 

gather her reward without the danger of Atalanta’s 

mifcarriage. 
So much ground could not, indeed, have been 

paved with gold but at a large expence, and we are 

at prefent engaged in a war, which demands and en- 

forces frugality.. But common rules are made ee 
or
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for common life, and fome deviation from general po- 
licy may be allowed in favour of a lady that rode a 
thoufand miles in a thoufand hours. 

Since the fpirit of antiquity fo much prevails 
amongft us, that even on this great oceafion we have 

given flowers inftead of money, let us at leaft com- 
plete our imitation of the ancients, and endeavour to 
tranfmit to pofterity the memory of that virtue, which 
we confider as fuperior to pecuniary recompence. 
Let an equeftrian ftatue of this heroine be erected, 
near the ftarting-poft on the heath of Newmarket, to 

fill kindred fouls with emulation, and tell the grand- 
daughters of our grand-daughters what an Enghi/h 
maiden has once performed. 

As events, however illuftrious, are foon obfeured if 
they are intrufted to tradition, I think it neceflary, 
that the pedeftal fhould be infcribed with a concife 
account of this great performance. The compofi- 
tion of this narrative ought not to be committed 
rafhly to improper hands. If the rhetoricians of* 
Newmarket, who may be fuppofed likely’to conceive 
in its full ftrength the dignity of the fubject, fhould 
undertake to exprefs it, there is danger left they ad- 
mit fome phrafes which, though well underftocd at 
prefent, may be ambiguous in another century. If 
pofterity fhould read on a public monument, that the 
lady carried her horfe a thoufand miles in a thoufand 
hours, they may think that the ftatue and infcription 
are at variance, becaufe one will reprefent the horfe as 
carrying his lady, and the other tell that the lady car- 
ried her horfe. ce 

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by fpeculatifts, 
and fome controverfies be agitated among hiftorians, 
© C4 concern-
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NuMB. 7. SATURDAY, May 27, 1758. 

oO of the principal amufements of the Idler 
is to read the works of thofe minute hiftorians 

the writers of news, who, though contemptuouily 

overlooked by the compofers of bulky volumes, are 

yet neceflary in a nation where much wealth pro- 
duces much leifure, and one part of the people has 
nothing to do but to obferve the lives and fortunes of 

the other. 
To us, who are regaled every morning and even- 

ing with intelligence, and are fupplied from day to 
day with materials for converfation, it is difficult to 

conceive how man can fubfift without a news-paper, 

or to what entertainment companies can aflemble, 

in thofe wide regions of the earth that have neither 
Chronicles nor Magazines, neither Gazettes nor Adver- 
tifers, neither “fournals nor Evening-Pofts. 

There are never great numbers in any nation, 
whofe reafon or invention can find employment for 
‘their tongues, who can raife a pleafing difcourfe 
from their own ftock of fentiments and images ; and 
thofe few who have qualified themfelves by fpecu- 
‘lation for general difquifitions are foon left without 

an audience. The common talk of men muft relate 
to faéts in which the talkers have, or think they have, 
“an intereft; and where fuch facts cannot be known, 
the pleafures of fociety will be merely fenfual. Thus 
the natives of the Mahometan empires, who approach 
moft nearly to ட்ட civility, have no a ee plea- 

fure
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fure at their convivial aflemblies than to hear a piper, 
or gaze upon a tumbler, and no company can keep 
together longer than they are diverted by founds or 

9, 
a foreigners remark, that the knowledge of the 
common people of England is greater than that of 
any other vulgar. This fuperiority we undoubtedly 
owe to the rivulets of intelligence, which are con- 
tinually trickling among us, which every one may 
catch, and of which every one partakes. 

This univerfal diffufion of inftruation is, perhaps, 
not wholly without its inconveniences ; it certainly 
fills the nation with fuperficial difputants ; enables 
thofe to talk who were born to work ; and affords in- 
formation fufficient to elate vanity, and {tiffen obfti- 
nacy, but too little to enlarge the mind into complete 
{kill for full comprehenfion. kept sl ம 

Whatever is found to gratify the publick, will be 
multiplied by the emulation of venders beyond. ne- 
ceffity or ufe. This plenty indeed produces cheap- 
nefs, but cheapnefs always ends in négligence and ‘de- 
pravation. ட 

The compilation of news-papers isoften committed 
to narrow and mercenary minds, not qualified for 
the tafk of delighting or inftructing ; who are content 
to fill their paper, with whatever matter, without in- 
duftry to gather, or difcernment to felec&. 

Thus journals are daily multiplied without increafe of knowledge. The tale of ‘ the morning paper is 
told again in the evening, and the narratives of the evening are bought again in the morning, Thefe repetitions, indeed, wafte time, but they do not thorten it. The moft cager perufer of news is tired 

before
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‘before he has completed his labour ; and many a man, 

who enters the coffee-houfe in his night-gown and 

~ flippers, is called away to his thop, or his dinner, be- 

fore he has well confidered the ftate of Europe. 

It is difcovered by Reaumur, that f{piders might 

make filk, if they could be perfuaded to live in 
peace together. ‘he writers of news, if they could 

be confederated, might give more pleafure to the 
publick. The morning and evening authors might 
divide an event between them; a fingle action, and 
that not of much importance, might be gradually dif- 
covered, fo as to vary a whole week with joy, anxiety, 
and conjecture. 

We know that a French thip of war was lately 
taken by a fhip of England; but this event was {uf 

- fered to burft upon us all at once, and then what we 
knew already was echoed from day to day, and from 

week to week. 
Let us fuppofe thefe {piders of literature to {pin 

together, and enquire to what an extenfive web fuch 

another event might be regularly drawn, and how fix 
morning and fix evening writers cee agree to retail 

their articles. 

On Monday Morning the captain of a fhip ths. 
arfive, who left the Frifeur of France, and the Bull: 
dog, Captain Grim, in fight of one another, fo that an 

engagement feemed unavoidable. | 
Monday Evening, A found of cannon was heard off 

Cape Finifterre, fappofed to be thofe of the Bull-dog 
and Frifeur. 

Tuefday Morning. It was this morning reported, 
that the Bull-dog engaged the Frifeur, yard-arm and 
ey three glaffes and a half, but was obliged to 

2 theer
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we have been beaten by enemies whom we did not 
fee; and, at another, have avoided the fight of ene- 

mies left we fhould be beaten. 
Whether our troops are defective in difcipline or 

in courage, is not very uleful to inquire ; they evi- 
dently want fomething neceflary to fuccefs; and he 
that fhall fupply that want will deferve well of his 
country. 

To learn of an enemy has always been accounted 
politick and honourable ; and therefore I hope it will 
raife no prejudices again{t my project, to confefs that I 
borrowed it from a Frenchman. 

When the Ifle of Rhodes was, many centuries ago, 
in the hands of that military order now called the 
Knights of Malta, it was ravaged by a dragon, who 
inhabited aden under a rock, from which he iffued 
forth when hewas hungry or wanton, and without 
fear or mercy devoured men and beafts as they came 
in his way. Many councils were held, and many 
devices offered, for his deftruétion; but as his back 
was armed with impenetrable fcales, none would — 
venture to attack him. At laft Dudon, a French 
knight, undertook the deliverance of the ifland. 
From fome place of fecurity he took a view of the. 
dragon, or, as a modern foldier would fay, recon- 
noitred him, and obferyed that his belly was naked 
and vulnerable. He then returned home to take 
his arrangements ; and, by a very exaét imitation of 
nature, made a dragon of pafteboard, in the belly 

_ of which he put beef and mutton, and accuftomed 
two fturdy maftiffs to feed themfelves by tearing 
their way to. the concealed flefh. When his dogs 
were well praétifed in this method of plunder, he 
Deke marched _ 

ச
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- ஜுரம்‌ பெர்‌ ஈர்ப்பை 86 1018 1668, and fhewed them 
the dragon; they rufhed upon him in queft of their 
dinner; Dudon battered his full, while they lace- 
rated his belly ; and neither his fting nor claws were 
able to defend him. . 

Something like this might be prattifed in our pre- 
- fent fate. Let a fortification be raifed on Sali/bury- 

Plain, refembling Bre, or Toulon, or Paris itfelf, - 
with all the ufual preparation for defence: let the 
inclofure be filled with beef and ale: let the foldiers, 
from fome proper eminence, fee fhirts waving upon 
lines, and here and there a plump landlady hurrying 
about with potsin their hands. When they are fuf. 
ficiently animated to advance, lead them in exact 
order, with fife’and drum, to that fide whence the 
wind blows, till they come within the fcent of roaft 

meat and tobaceo. Contrive that they may approach 
the place fafting about an hour after dinner-time, 
affure them that there is no danger, and command 
an attack. es a. 

If nobody within either moves or fpeaks, it is not 
unlikely that they may carry the place by ftorm; 

_ but if a panick fhould feize them, it will be proper 
to defer the enterprize to a more hungry hour. 
When they have entered, let them fill their bellies 
and return tothecamp. 

On the next day let the fame place be fhewn 
them again, but with fome additions of ftrength or 
terror, I cannot pretend to inform our generals 
through what gradations of danger they fhould train: 
their men to fortitude. They beft know what the © 
foldiers and what themfelyes can bear. It will be 
Proper that the war fhould every day vary its ap- 

a a ; pearance.
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pearance. Sometimes, as they mount the rampart, : 

a cook may throw fat upon the fire, to accuftom thenr - 

to a fudden blaze ; and fometimes, by the clatter of 

"empty pots, they may be inured to formidable noifes., 

But let it never be forgotten, that victory muft repofe ss 

with a full belly. 
In time it will be proper to bring our French pri- 

 foners from the coaft, and place them upon the walls 

in martial order. At their firft appearance their 

hands mutt be tied, but they may be allowed to grin. 

Ina month they may guard the place with their hands 

loofed, provided that on pain of death they be for- 

bidden to ftrike. : ம்‌ 

By this method our army will foon be brought to 
look an enemy in the face. But it has been lately 5 
obferved, that fear is received by the ear as well as 
the eyes; and the Indian war-cry 18 reprefented as 
too dreadful to be endured; as a found that will 
force the braveft veteran to drop his weapon, and de- 
fert his xank tha 
breaft ; that ‘will’ 

    

   ; thatiwill deafen his ear, and chill his 
either fuffer him to hear orders or 

to feel fhame, or retain any fenfibility but the dread - 
of death. 

That, the favage clamours of naked barbarians _ 
fhould thus terrify troops difciplined to war, and 
ranged in array with arms in their hands, is furely 
ftrange. But this is no time to reafon. I am of 
opinion, that by a proper mixture of affes, bulls, ட்‌ 
turkeys, geele, and tragedians, a noife might be pro- 
cured equally horrid with the war-cry. When our 
men have been encouraged by frequent victories, 
nothing will remain but to qualify them for extreme 
danger, by a fudden concert. of terrific vocifera- — 

tons) 
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Noms. 13. Saturpay, July 8, 1758. 

Zo athe RDI E: Re 

Dear Mr. Ipuer, 5 

ae HOUGH few men of prudence are much in- 
clined to interpofe in difputes between man 

and wife, who commonly make peace at the expence 
of the arbitrator; yet I will venture to lay before you 
a controverfy, by which the quiet of my houfe has 
been long difturbed, and, which, unlefs you can de- 
cide it, is likely to produce lafting evils; and embit- 
ter thofe hours which nature feems to have appropri- 
ated to tendernefs and repofe. தன்‌! 

ட தி married a wife with no great fortune, but of a 
family remarkable for domeftick prudence, and ele- 
gant frugality.. I lived with her at eafe, if not with 
happinefs, and feldom had any reafon of complaint. 
The houfe was always clean, the fervants were active 
and regular, dinner was on the table every day at the 
fame minute, and the ladies of the neighbourhood 
were frightened when I invited their hufbands, left 
their own economy fhould be lef efteemed. 

During this gentle lapfe of life, my dear brought 
me three daughters. I withed for a fon, to continue 
the family; but my wife often tells me, that boys are 
dirty things, and are always troubllefome in a houfe; 
and declares that fhe has hated the. fight of them ever 

fince the faw lady Fondle’s eldeft fon ride over a car- 
pet with his hobby-horfe all mire. a 

Vou. VIL எக E I did 
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I did not much attend to her opinion, but knew © 

that girls could not be made boys; and therefore - 

compofed myfelf to bear what I could not remedy, 

and refolved to beftow that care on my daughters, 

to which only the fons are commonly thought en- 

titled. ; 

But my wife’s notions of education differ widely 

from mine. She is an irreconcileable enemy to idle- 

nefs, and’ confiders every ftate of life as idlenefs, in. 

which the hands are not employed, or fome art/ac- 

guired, by which fhe thinks money may be got or 

faved. 
In purfuance of this principle, fhe calls up her 

daughters at a certain hour, and appoints them a tafk 

of needle-work to be performed before  breakfalt.. 

‘They are confined in a garret, which has its window 
in the roof, both becaufe work is beft done at a fky- 

light, and becaufe children are apt to lofe time by 

looking about them. 
They bring down their work to breakfaft, and as. 

they deferve are commended or reproved; they are 
then fent up with a new tafk till dinner; if no com- 
pany is expected, their mother fits with them the 
whole afternoon, to dire€t their operations, and to 
draw patterns, and is fometimes denied to her neareft 
relations when the is engaged in teaching them a new 
{titch. j 

By this continual exercife of their diligence, fhe: 
has obtained a very confiderable number of laborious. 
performances. Mac twice as many fire-fkreens. 
as chimneys, and three flourifhed quilts for every, 
bed. Half the rooms are adorned with a kind of 

Jiiile pictures, which imitate tapeftry. But all their 
= work
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work is not fet out to fhew; fhe has boxes filled with 
knit garters and braided fhoes. She has twenty co- 
vers for fide-faddles embroidered with filver flowers, 

and has curtains wrought with gold in various figures, 
‘which fhe refolves fome time or other to hang | 

up. All thefe fhe difplays to her company when- 
ever fhe is elate with merit, and eager for praife ; 
and amidft the praifes which her friends and _herfelf 

beftow upon her merit, fhe never fails to turn to me, 

and afk what all thefe would coft, if I had been to 
buy them. 

' I fometimes venture to tell her, that many of the 
ornaments are fuperfluous; that what is done with 
fo much labour might have been fupplied by a very 
eafy purchafe; that the work is not always worth 
the materials; and that I know not why the children 
fhould be perfecuted with ufelefs tafks, or obliged to 
make fhoes that are never worn. She anfwers with 
a look of contempt, that men never care how money 
goes, and proceeds to tell of a dozen new chairs for 
which fhe is contriving covers, and of a couch 
which fhe intends to ftand as a monument of needle- 
work. 

In the mean time, the girls grow up in total igno- 
rance of every thing paft, prefent, and future. Molly 
afked me the other day, whether Ireland was in 
France, and was ordered by her mother to mend her 

hem. Kitty knows not, at fixteen, the difference be- 
tween a Proteftant and a Papift, becaufe fhe has been 
employed three years in filling” fide of a clofet 
with a hanging that is to reprefent Cranmer in the 

» flames. And Dolly, my eldeft girl, is now unable to 
~ read a chapter in the Bible, having fpent all the time, 

gros Per 2 which 
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Nums. 14. SATURDAY, July 15, 1758. 

XA LN Diogenes received a@ vifit in his tub 

from Alexander the Great, and was afked, ac- 
cording to the ancient forms of royal courtefy, what 

petition he had to offer; I have nothing, faid he, to - 
afk, but that you would remove to the other fide, that 

you may not, by intercepting the funfhine, take from me — 
what you cannot give me. 

Such was the demand of Diogenes frony the greateft 
monarch of the earth, which thofe, who have lefs 
power than Alexander, may, with yet more propriety, 
apply to themfelves. He that does much good, 
may be allowed to do fometimes a little harm. But 

if the opportunities of beneficence be denied by 
fortune, innocence fhould at leaft be vigilantly pre- 
ferved. 

It is well known, that time once paft never re- 
turns; and that the moment which is loft, is loft for 
ever. ‘Time therefore ought, above all other kinds 
of property, to be free from invafion; and yet there 
is no man who does not claim the power of wafting 
that time which is the right of others. 

This ufurpation is fo general, that a very fmall - 
part of the year is fpent by choice; fcarcely any 
thing is done when it is intended, or obtained when , 
It is defired. Life is continually ravaged bys m= 
vaders; one fteals away an hour, and another a day ;.' 

ம்‌ 3 one |
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one conceals the robbery by hurrying us into bufi- 
nefs, another by lulling us with amufement; the de- 
predation is continued through a thoufand viciffitudes 
of tumult and tranquillity, till, having loft all, we 

can lofe no more. 

This wafte of the lives of men has been very 
frequently charged upon the Great, whofe followers 
linger from year to year in expectations, and die at 
laft with petitions in their hands. Thofe who raife 
envy will eafily incur cenfure. I know not whether 
ftatefmen and patrons do not fuffer more reproaches 
than, they deferye, and may not rather themfelves 
complain, that they are given up a prey to preten- 
fons “without merit, and to importunity without 
fhame. a 

~The truth is, that the inconveniences of attend. 
ance aré more lamented than felt. To the greater 
number folicitation is its own reward. To be feen 
in good company, to talk of familiarities with men 
of power, to be able to tell the frefheft news, to gra- 
tify an inferior circle with predi€tions of encreafe or 
decline of favour, and to be regarded as a candidate 
for high offices, are compenfations more than 
equivalent to the delay of favours, which per- 
haps he that begs them has hardly confidence to 
expect. 

A man confpicuous in a high ftation, who mul- 
tiplies hopes that he may multiply dependants, may 
be confidered as a beaft of prey, juftly dreaded, but 
eafily avoided; his den is known, and they who 
would not be devoured, need not approach it. 
The great danger of the wafte of time is from 

cater-
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caterpillars and moths, who are not refifted, becaufe 
they are not feared, and who work on with unheeded 

mifchiefs, and inyifible encroachments. 

_ He, whofe rank or merit procures him the notice 
of mankind, muft give up himfelf, in a great mea- 
fure, to the convenience or humour of thofe who 

-durround him. Every man, who is fick of himfelf, 

will fly to him for relief; he that wants to fpeak will 
require him to hear; and he that wants to hear will 
expect him to fpeak. Hour pafles after hour, the 
noon fucceeds to morning, and the evening to noon, 

- while a thoufand objects are forced upon his atten- 
tion, which he rejects as faft as they are offered, but 

which the cuftom of the world requires to be received 
with appearance of regard. 

If we will have the kindnefs of others, we டட 

endure their follies. He who cannot perfuade 
himfelf to withdraw from fociety, muft be content 
to pay a tribute of his time toa multitude of ty- 
rants; to the loiterer, who makes appointments 

which he never keeps; to the confulter, who atks 
adyice which he never takes; to the boafter, who 
blufters only to be praifed; to the complainer, who 
whines only to be pitied; to the projector, whole 
happinefs is to entertain his friends with expec- 
tations which all but himfelf know to be vain; 
to the economift, who tells of bargains and fet- 
tlements; to the politician, who prediéts the fate 
of battles and breach of alliances; to the ufurer, 
who compares the different funds; and to the 
talker, who talks only becaufe he loves to be talk- 
ing. 

ப்‌ To
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To put every man in poffeffion of his own time, 

and refeue the day from this fucceffion of ufurpers, 
ok beyond my power, and beyond my hope. Yet, 

perhaps, fome ftop might be put to this unmerciful 
perfecution, if all would ferioufly reflect, that who- 
ever pays a vifit that is not defired, or talks longer 
than the hearer is willing to attend, is guilty of an 

_ injury which he cannot repair, and takes away that 
which he cannot give. 

  

  

Noms. 15. SATURDAY, Fuly 22, 1758. 

To the 1 DANE R. 

SIR, 

ர HAVE the misfortune to be a man of bufinefs; 
that, you will fay, is a moft grievous one; but 

what makes it the more fo to me, is, that my wife has 
nothing to do: at leaft fhe had too good an education, 
and the profpect of too good a fortune in reverfion 
when I married her, to think of employing herfelf 
either in my fhop-affairs, or the management of my 
family. 
Her time, you know, as well as my own, muft be 

filled up fome way or other. For my part, I have 
enough to mind, in weighing my goods out, and 
waiting on my‘ cuftomers: but my wife, though 
fhe could be of as much ufe as a fhopman to me, if - 

fhe would put her hand to it, is now only in my 
way.
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way. She walks all the morning fauntering about 
the fhop with her arms through her pocket-holes, 

or ftands gapmg at the door-fill, and looking at 

every perfon that pafles by. She is continually afking 
me a thoufand frivolous queftions about every cuf- 
tomer that comes in and goes out; and all the while 
that | am entering any thing in my day-book, fhe is 
Tolling over the counter, and ftaring at it, as if I was 
only {cribbling or drawing figures for her amufement. 
Sometimes, indeed, fhe will take a needle: but as fhe 
always works at the door, or in the middle of the 

fhop, fhe has fo many interruptions, that the is lon- 
ger hemming a towel, or darning a ftocking, than I 

am in “breaking forty loaves of fugar, and making it 
up into pounds. 

In the afternoon I am fure likewife to have her 
company, except the is called upon by fome of her 
acquaintance: and then, as we let “out all the 

upper part of our houfe, and have only a little 
room backwards for ourfelves, they either keep 

{uch a chattering, or elfe are calling out every mo- 

ment to.me, that I cannot mind my bufinels for 
them, i 

_ My wife, I am fure, might do all the little mat- 
ters our family requires; and I could wifh that the 
would employ herfelf in them; but, inftead of that, 
we have a girl to do the work, and look after a 
little boy about two years old, which I may fairly 
fay is the mother’s own child. The brat mu{t be 

_ humoured in every thing: he is therefore fuffered 
conftantly to play in the fhop, pull all the goods 
about, and. clamber up the. fhelves to get at. the 
plumbs and fugar. 1 dare not correct him; be- 

‘ caufe, 
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caufe, if I did, I fhould have wife and maid both 
upon meat once. As to the latter, the is as lazy 
and fluttifh as her miftrefs; and becaufe fhe com- 
plains fhe has too much work, we can fcarcely get 

her to do any thing at all: nay, what is worfle - 
.than that, I am afraid fhe is hardly honeft; and 

as fhe is entrufted to buy in all our provifions, the’ 
jade, I am fure, makes a market-penny out of every 
article. 

But to return to my deary.—The evenings are 
the only time, when it is fine weather, that I ang left 

to myfelf; for then fhe generally takes the child out 

to give it milk in the park. When fhe comes home 
again, fhe is fo fatigued with walking, that fhe can- 
not ftir from her chair: and it is an hour, after fhop 
is fhut, before I can get a bit of fupper, while the 
maid is taken up in undrefling and putting the child 
to bed: 3am 

But you will pity me much more when I tell 
you the manner in which we generally pafs our Sun- 
days. In the morning fhe is commonly too ill to 
drefs herfelf to go to church; the therefore never 
gets up till noon; and what is {till more vexatious, 
Keeps me in bed with her, when I ought to be bu- 
fily engaged in better employment. It is well if the 
can get her things on by dinner-time; and when 
that is over, I am fure to be dragged out by her, 
either to Georgia, or Hornfey Wood, or the White 
Conduit Houfe. Yet even thefe near excurfions are 
fo very fatiguing to her, that, befides what it 00118 
me in tea and hot rolls, and fyllabubs, and cakes 
for the boy, I am frequently forced to take a hack- 
ney-coach, or drive them out in a one-horfe chair. 

At
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. ‘Noms. 16. SATURDAY, Fuly 29, 1758. 

I PAID a vifit yefterday to my old friend Ned 
~ Drugget, at his country-lodgings. Ned began 

trade with a very {mall fortune; he took a {mall — 
houfe in an obfcure ftreet, and for fome years dealt — 

only in remnants. Knowing that light gains make a 
heavy purfe, he was content with moderate profit ; 

having obferved or heard the effects of civility, he 
bowed down to the counter edge at the entrance and 
departure of every cuftomer, liftened without impa- 
tience to the objeCtions of the ignorant, and refufed 
without refentment the offers of the penurious. His 
only recreation was to ftand at his own door and look 

‘into the ftreet. His dinner was fent him from a 
neighbouring alehoufe, and he opened and fhut the 
fhop at a certain hour with his own hands. 

His reputation foon extended from one end of the 
ftreet to the other; and Mr. Drugecs’s exemplary 
conduct was recommended by every mafter to his 
apprentice, and by every father to his fon. Ned 
was not only confidered as a thriving trader, but as 
a man of elegance and politenefs, for he was re- 
markably neat in his drefs, and would’wear his coat 
threadbare without fpotting it; his hat was always 
bruthed, his fhoes gloffy, his wig nicely curled, and 
his ftockings without a wrinkle. ‘With fuch quali- © 
fications it was not very difficult for him to gain the 
heart of Mifs Com/it, the only daugther of Mr. Com/fit 
the confectioner. et 

Se Ned
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Ned is one of thofe whofe happinefs marriage has 
encreafed. His wife had the fame difpofition with 
himfelf; and his method of life was very little chang- 
ed, except that he difmiffed the lodgers from the firft 
floor, and took the whole houfe into his own hands. 

He had already, by his parfimony, accumulated a 
confiderable fum, to which the fortune of his wife 
was now added. From this time he began to grafp 
at greater acquifitions, and was always ready, with 
money in his hand, to pick up the refufe of a fale, 
or to buy the ftock of a trader who retired from 
bufinefs. He foon added his parlour to his fhop, 
and was obliged a few months afterwards to hire a 

_ warehoufle. 

He had now a fhop fplendidly and copioufly fur- 
nifhed with every thing that time had injured, or 
fathion had degraded, with fragments of tiffues, odd 
yards of brocade, vaft bales of faded filk, and innu- ~ 
merable boxes "of antiquated ribbons. His fhop was 
foon celebrated through all quarters of the town, 
and frequented by every form of oftentatious po- 
verty. Every maid, whofe misfortune it was to be 
taller than her lady, matched her gown at Mr. Drug- 
get's; and many a maiden, who had paffed a winter 
with her aunt in London, dazzled the rufticks, at her 
return, with cheap finery which Drugget had fup-. 
plied. His fhop was often vifited in a morning by 
ladies who left their coaches in the next ftreet, and 
crept through the alley in linen gowns. Drugget 
Knows the rank of his cuftomers by their bafhful- 
nefs; and, when he finds them unwilling to be feen, 

invites them up ftairs, or retires with them to the 
back window. ; 

I rejoiced 7
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I rejoiced at the encreafing profperity of my 

friend, and imagined, that as he grew rich, he was 
growing happy. His mind has partaken the en- 
largement of his fortune. When I ftepped in for 
the firft five years, | was welcomed only with a fhake 
of the hand; in the next period of his life, he bec- 

koned acrofs the way for a pot of beer ; but for fix 
years paft, he invites me to dinner; and if he be- 

fpeaks me the day before, never fails to regale me 
with a fillet of veal. 

His riches neither made him uncivil nor negli- 
gent; he rofe at the fame hour, attended with the 
fame affiduity, and bowed with the fame gentlenefs. 
But for fome years he has been much inclined to 
talk of the fatigues of bufinels, and the confine- 
ment of a fhop, and to with that he had been fo 

-happy as to have renewed his uncle’s leafe of a 
~ farm, that he might have lived without noife and 
hurry, in a pure air, in the artlefs fociety of honeft 
villagers, and the contemplation of the works of 
nature. 

I foon difcovered the caufe of my friend’s philo- 
fophy. He thought himfelf grown rich enough to 
shave a lodging in the country, like the mercers on 
Ludgate-hill, and was refolved to enjoy himfelf in 
the decline of life. This was a revolution not to be 
made fuddenly. He talked three years of the plea- 
fures of the country, but pafled every night over his 
own fhop. But at laft he refolved to be happy, and 
hired a lodging in the country, that he may fteal 
fome hours in the week from bufinefs ; for, fays he, 
when a man advances in life, he loves to entertain him- 
Self fometimes with his own thoughts. 

4 T was
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we HE rainy weather, which has continued the 

laft month, is faid to have given great dif- 

turbance to the infpe¢tors of barometers. The ora- 

culous glaffes have deceived their votaries; fhower 

has fucceeded fhower, though they predicted fun- 

fhine and dry fkies; and by fatal confidence in thefe 
fallacious promifes, many coats have loft their glofs, 
and many curls been moiftened to flaccidity. 

This is one of the diftrefles to which mortals fub- 
166 themfelves by the pride of fpeculation. I had 
no part in this learned difappointment, who am con- 
tent to credit my fenfes, and to believe that rain will 

fall when the air blackens, and that the weather will 

be dry when the fun is bright. My caution indeed 
does not always preferve me from a fhower* To be 
wet, may happen to the genuine Id/er; but to be wet 
in oppofition to theory, can befal only the Idler that 
pretends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out life in 
trifles and die without a memorial, many flatter 
themfelves with high opinions of their own import- 
ance, and imagine that they are every day adding 
fome improvement to human life. To be idle and 
to be poor, have always been reproaches, and there- 

fore every man endeavours, with his utmoft care, to 
hide his poverty from others, and his idlene/s from 
himfelf. as 

Among thofe whom I never could perfuade to rank 
themfelves with Idlers, and who {peak with indigna-_ 

tion
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