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ட் படல். 
OF 

SCOTL ANE - - 
  

பய பர. 

Containing a Review of the Scortisu Hifory 

_ previous to the Death of James V. 

HE firft ages of the Scottifh hiftory are dark B ௦ OK 
a and fabulous. Nations, as well as men, ole 

arrive at maturity by degrees, and the events, ட் 
which happened during their infancy or early youth, fabulous 
cannot be recollected, and deferve not to be re- “°° 
membered. The grofs ignorance which anciently 
covered all the North of Europe, the continual 

migrations of its inhabitants, and the frequent and 

deftruétive revolutions which thefe occafioned, 
render it impoffible to give any authentic account 
of the origin of the different kingdoms now efta- 
blithed there. Every. thing beyond that fhort 
period to which well-attefted annals reach, is ob- 
feure; an immenfe fpace is left for invention to ha 
occupy; each nation, with a vanity infeparable 
from human nature, hath filled that void with events 

ட்... B calcu-
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BOOK calculated to difplay its own antiquity and luftre. 
ட Hiftory, which ought to record truth and to teach 

Origin of 
the Scots. 

A. D. 81. 

A.D, 127: 

wifdom, often fets out with retailing fictions and 
abfurdities. : . 

Tue Scots carry their pretenfions to antiquity as 
high as any of their neighbours. Relying upon — 
uncertain legends, and the traditions of their bards, 
ftill more uncertain, they reckon up a feries of 
kings feveral ages before the birth of Chrift; 
and give a particular detail of the occurrences which 
happened in their reigns. But with regard to the 
Scots, as well as the other northern nations, we 
receive the earlieft accounts on which we can de- 
pend, not from their own, but from the Roman 
authors. When the Romans, under Agricola, firft 
carried their arms into the northern parts of Bri- 
tain, they found it poffefled by the Caledonians, ae ; 
fierce and warlike people; and having repulféd, 
rather than conquered them, they erected a {trong 
wall between the firths of Forth and Clyde, and 
there fixed the boundaries of their empire. Adrian, 
on account of the difficulty of defending fuch a dif- 
tant frontier, contracted the limits of the Roman 
province in Britain, by building a fecond wall, 
which ran between Newcaftle and Carlifle. The 
ambition of fucceeding Emperors endeavoured to 
recover what Adrian had abandoned; and the 
country between the two walls was alternately un- 
der the dominion of the Romans, and that of the 
Caledonians. About the beginning of the fifth 
century, the inroads of the Goths and other Bar- 
barians obliged the Romans, in order to defend the 

centre
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centre of heir empire, to recal thofe legion’ which 8 5. OK 
guarded the frontier provinces; and at that time: eo 
they quitted all their conquetts in Britain, 

‘Terr long refidence, in the ifland had polities: A. D. 421. 
in fome degree, the rude inhabitants,: and the Bri- 
tons were indebted to their intercourfe with the 
Romans, for the art of writing, and the ufe of : 
numbers, without which it is ட long to 
preferve the memory of pait events. 

_ Norru Britain was, by their retreat, fee un-~ 
der the dominion of the Scots and Pits. The 
former, who are not mentioned by any Roman 
author before the end of the fourth century, were 
probably a colony of the Celte or Gauls: their 
affinity to whom appears from their language, their- 
manners, and religious rites; . circumftances more 
dg¢cifive, with regard to the origin of nations, 
than either fabulous traditions, or the tales of ill- 
informed and credulous Annalifts. The Scots, if 

we may believe the common accounts, fettled at 

firft in Ireland; and, extending themfelves by de- 

grees, landed at laft on the coaft oppofite to that 
land, and fixed their habitations there. Fierce 
and bloody wars were, during feveral ages, car- 

ried-on between. them and the Pidts. At length, a.p. 33%. 
Kenneth IJ. the fixty-ninth King of the Scots 

-(#ecording to their own fabulous authors) obtained 
_a complete victory. over the Picts, .and united 
under one monarchy, all the country, from the 
wall of Adrian, tothe northern ocean. The king- 

dom, henceforward, became known by its prefent 
name, which it derived from a people who at firft 
Cae 4 5 eee: ஆ. பிப் 
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2 fettled there as ftrangers, and remained long ob- 
eee fcure and inconfiderable. 

Hittory of From this period the hiftory of Scotland von 
ae merit fome attention, were it accompanied with 

டப any certainty. But as our remote antiquities are 

- involved in the fame darknefs with thofe of other 
~ nations, 2 calamity peculiar to ourfelves has thrown 

almoft an equal ob{curity over our more recent 
tranfactions. This was occafioned by the mali- 
cious policy of Edward I. of England. Towards 
the end of the thirteenth century, this monarch 
called in queftion the independence of Scotland; 
pretending that the kingdom was held as a fief of 
the crown of. England, and fubjeéted to all the 
conditions of a feudal tenure. In order to efta- 

' blith his claim, he feized the public archives, he 
ranfacked churches and monafteries, and getting 
pofleffion, by force or fraud, of many hiftorical 
monuments, which tended to prove the antiquity 
or freedom of the kingdom, he carried fome of 
them into England, and commanded the reft to be 
burned*. An univerfal oblivion of patt tranfac- 
tions might have been the effect of this fatdl event, 
but fome imperfect Chronicles had efcaped the 
rage of Edward; foreign writers had recorded 
fome important facts பட to Scotland; and the 
traditions concerning recent occurrences were freth 
and worthy of credit. Thefe broken fragments 
John de Fordun, who lived in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, colleéted with a pious induftry, and from 

* Innes, Effay 552. jae 

them
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them gleaned materials which he formed into a B ௦௦ 8 
regular hiftory. His work was received by his Ss 
countrymen with applaute ; and, as no recourfe — 
could be had to more ancient records, it fupplied 
the place of the authentic annals of the kingdom. 
It was copied 1 in many monafteries, and the thread 
of the narrative was continued by different monks, 

through the fubfequent reigns. In the beginning > 
of ie fixteenth century, ரக் Major and Heétor 

Boethius publifhed their hiftories of Scotland, the 
former a fuccinét and dry writer, the latter a co- 
pious and florid one, and both equally credulous. 
Not many years after, Buchanan undertook the fame 
work; and if his accuracy and impartiality had 
been, in any degree, equal to the elegance of his 
tafte, and to the purity and vigour of his ftyle, his 
hiftory might be placed on a level with the moft 
admired compofitions of the ancients. But, inftead 
of rejecting the improbable tales of Chronicle 
writers, he was at the utmoft pains to adorn them ; 
and hath clothed, with «all the beauties and graces 
‘of fiction, thofe legends, which formerly had only 
‘its wildnefs and extravagance. 

‘THE hiftory of ர்க் may properly be di- Four re- 
markable 

vided into four periods. The firft reaches from Zras in the 
the origin of the monarchy, to the reign of Ken- ae 

neth i The fecond from Kenneth’s Contact of 
the Pidts, to the death of Alexander III. The third 
extends to the death of James V. The laft, from 

thence to the acceffion of James VI. to the crown 

of England. 
Tue firft period is the region of pure fable and 

conjecture, and gught to be totally neglected, or 
B 3 aban-
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abandoned to the induftry and credulity of anti- 
quaries.. Truth begins to dawn in the fecond 
period, with a light, feeble at firft, but gradually 
increafing, and the events which then happened | 
may be flightly touched, but merit no particular 
or laborious inguiry. In the third period, the 
hiftory of Scotland, chiefly by means of records 
preferved in England, becomes more authentic: 
not only are events related, but their caufes and- 

effects explained; the characters of the actors are 

difplayed ; the manners of the age defcribed; the 

revolutions in the conftitution pointed out: and. 
here every Scotfman fhould begin not to read 
only, but to ftudy the hiftory of his country. 
‘During the fourth period, the affairs of Scotland 
were fo mingled with thofe of other nations, its 
fituation in the political ftate of Europe was fo 
important, its influence on the operations of the * 

neighbouring kingdoms was fo vifible, that its 
hiftory becomes an object of attention to fo- 
reigners; and without fome knowledge of the 
various and extraordinary revolutions which hap- 
pened there, they cannot form a juft notion with 
refpect cither to the moft illuftrious events, or to 
the characters of the moft diftinguifhed perfonages, 
in the fixteenth century. 

THE following hiftory. 1 is confined to the laft 
thefe periods: to give a view of the political ftate 
of the kingdom during that which immediately 
preceded it, is the defign of this preliminary Book. 
The imperfect knowledge which ftrangers have of 
the affairs of Scotland, and the prejudices Scot 
men themfelves have imbibed with regard to the 

various
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various revolutions in the government of their B ௦௦% 
country, render fuch an introduction equally necef- ve 
fary to both. : 
THE period from the death of பான iif, 

to the death of James V. contains upwards of two. 
centuries and a half, from the year one thoufand 
two hundred and eighty-fix, to the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and forty-two. : : 

Ir opens with the famous ரப CONCEMM- Rife of the 

ing the independence of Scotland. Before the tonccming 
union of the two kingdoms, this was a queftion of Pe Me o¢ 
much importance. If the one crown had been Scotland. 

confidered not as imperial and independent, but as 
feudatory to the other, a treaty of union could not 
have been concluded on equal terms, and every 
advantage which the dependent kingdom pro- 
cured, muft have been deemed the conceffionrof a 

Sovereign to his vaffal. Accordingly, about the 
beginning of the prefent century, and while a 
treaty of union between the two kingdoms was 

negociating, this controverfy was agitated with all 

the heat which national animofities naturally infpire. 

What was then the fubjeét of ferious concern, the 

union of the two kingdoms had rendered a matter 

of mere curiofity. But though the objects which 

at that time warmed and interefted both nations 

exift no longer, a queftion which appeared fo mo- 

‘mentous to our anceftors cannot be altogether in- 

different or uninftructive to_us. 

Some of the northern counties of England were 

early in the hands of the Scottith Kings, who, as 

far back as the feudal can be traced, held 

Boe வட. thefe 
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B 0 0 K thefe poffeffions of the Kings of England, and did 

ட. homage to them on that account. This homage, 
due only for the territories which they held in. 
England, was in no wife derogatory from their 
royal dignity. Nothing is more fuitable to feudal 
ideas, than that the fame perfon fhould be both a 
Lord and a Vafial, independent in one capacity, 
and dependent in another ®. The Crown of Eng- 
land was, without doubt, imperial and independ- 
ent, though the Priaces who wore it were, for 
many ages, the vaflals of the Kings of France; 
and, in confequence of their poffeffions in that 
kingdom, bound to perform all the fervices which 
a feudal Sovereign has a title to exact. The fame 
was the condition of the Monarchs of Scotland ; 
free and independent as Kings of their own coun- 
try, but, as poffeffing Enelih territories, vaffals to 
the King of England. The. Englifh Monarchs, 
fatisfied with their legal and uncontroverted rights, 
were, during a long period, neither capable, nor | 
‘had any thoughts of ufurping more. England, — 

> A very fingular proof of this occurs in the French hiftory. 
Arpin fold the vicomté of the city Bourges to Philip I, who did 
homage to the count of Sancerre for a part of thefe lands, which 
held of that Nobleman, A. D. 1100. I believe that no ex- 
ample, of a King’s doing homage to one of his own fubjects, is 
to be met with in the hiftories either of England or Scotland. 
Philip 16 Bel abolithed this praétice in France A. D. 1 302. 
Henaut Abregé Chronol. Somewhat fimilar to this, is a charter 
of the Abbot of Melrofs, A. D. 1 535, conftituting James V.. 
the Bailiff or Steward of that Abbey, veitin gin him all the powers 
which pertained to that office, and requiring him to be anfwerable 
to the Abbot for his exercife of the fame. Archiv. publ, Edin. 

when
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_ when conquered by the Saxons, being divided by BOO 
_ them into many fmall kingdoms, was in no condi- . = ் : a த நிழ வைவ். 

tion to extend its dominion over Scotland, united ; 
at that time under one Monarch. And though ° 
thefe petty principalities were gradually formed 
into one kingdom, the reigning princes, expofed 
to continual invafions of the Danes, and often fub-. 
jected to the yoke of thofe formidable pirates, 
ieldom turned their arms towards Scotland, and 
were little able to eftablith new rights fm that coun- 
try. The firft Kings of the Norman race, bufied 
with introducing their own laws and manners into. 
the kingdom which they had conquered, or with 
maintaining themfelves on the throne which fome 
of them poffeffed by a very dubious title, were as 
little folicitous to acquire new authority, or to form 
new pretenfions in Scotlznd. An unexpected cala- 

, * mity that befel one of the Scottith Kings firft en- 
couraged the Englifh to think of bringing his 
kingdom under dependence. William firnamed 
the Lion betg taken prifoner at Alnwick, 
Henry II. as the price of his liberty, not only ex- 

torted from him an exorbitant ranfom, and a pro- 

mife to furrender the places of greateft ftrength in — 
his dominions, but compelled him to do homage 
for his whole kingdom. Richard I. a generous 
Prince, folemnly renounced this claim of homage, 
arfd abfolved William from the hard conditions 
which Henry had impofed. Upon the death of 
Alexander III. near a century after, Edward I. 
availing himfelf of the ficuation of affairs in Scot- 
land, acquired an influence in that kingdom which 

no
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Bo ok‘no Englifh Monarch before him ever poffeffed, 

௨௨... காக் imitating the interefted policy of Henry, ra- 7] 
ther than the magnanimity of Richard, revived | 
the claim of fovereignty to which the former had | 
pretended. ௮ 

Pretenfions Marcaret of. Norway, grand-daughter of 

ond Bait Alexandér, and heir to his crown, did not long 
amine! furvive him. ‘The right of fucceffion belenged to 

the defcendants of David Earl of Huntingdon, 
third fon of King David I., Among thefe, Robert 
Bruce, and John Baliol, two illuftrious competi- 

tors for the crown, appeared. Bruce was the fon 

of Mabel, Earl David’s fecond daughter; Baliol, 
the grandfon of Margaret the eldeft daughter. 
According to the rules of fucceflion which are 
now eftablifhed, the right of Baliol was preferable, 
and, notwithftanding Bruce’s plea of being nearer 
in blood to Earl David, Baliol’s claim, as the re- 
prefentative of his mother and grandmother, 
would be deemed inconteftible. But in that age | 
the order of fucceffion was not afcertained with 
the fame precifion. The queftion appeared to be 
no lefs intricate, than it was important. Though 
the prejudices of the people, and perhaps the laws 
of the kingdom, favoured Bruce, each of the 
rivals was fupported by a powerful faétion. Arms 
alone, it was feared, muft terminate a difpute too 
weighty for the laws to decide. But, in order to 
avoid the miferies of a civil war, Edward was 

. chofen umpire, and both parties agreed to acquiefce 
in his decree. This had well nigh proved fatal to 
the independence of Scotland; and the nation, by 

its
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Aes தனமா to guard againft a civil war, was not 8 2. 
only expofed to that calamity, but almoft fubjected ey 
to a foreign yoke. Edward was artful, brave, en- 
terprifing, and commanded a powerful and martial 
people, at peace with the whole world. The 
anarchy which prevailed in Scotland, and the am- 
bition of competitors ready to facrifice their country 
in order to obtain evena dependent Crown, invited , 
him firft to fetze, and then to fubject the kingdom. 
The authority of an umpire, which had been un- 
warily beftowed upon him, and from which the - 
Scots dreaded no dangerous confequences, enabled 
him to execute his fchemes with the greater faci- 
lity. Under pretence of examining the queftion 
with the utmelt folemnity, he fummoned all the 
Scottifh Barons to Norham, and having gained - 

fome, and intimidated others, he prevailed on all 

who were prefent, not:excepting Bruce and Ba- 

‘liol, the competitors, to acknowledge Scotland to 
be a fief of the Englifh Crown, and to fwear fealty 
to him as their Sovereign or Liege Lord. ‘This 
ftep led'to another {till more important. As it 
was vain to pronounce a fentence which he had 
not power to execute, Edward demanded poffeffion 

of the kingdom, that he might be able to deliver 
it to him whofe right fhould be found preferable ; 
and fuch was the pufillanimity of the nobles, and 
the impatient ambition of the competitors, that 
both affented to this ftrange demand, and Gilbert 

de Umfraville, Earl of Angus, was the only man 

who refufed to furrender the caftles in his cuftody 

to the enemy of his country. Ldward) finding 
Baliol 

Se
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E00 K Baliol the moft obfequious and the leaft formidable 
Sees of the two competitors, foon after gave judgment - 

in his favour. Baliol once more profefled himfelf 
the vaflal of England, and fubmitted to every 
condition which the Sovereign whom he had now 
acknowledged was pleafed to prefcribe. 

Epwarp, having thus placed a creature of his 
‘ own upon the throne of Scotland, and compelled. 

the nobles to renounce the ancient liberties and in- 

dependence of their country, had feafon to con- 

clude that his dominion was now fully eftablithed. 
But he began too foon to affume the mafter; his 
new vaflals, fierce and independent, bore with im- 
patience a yoke, to which they were not accuf- 
comed. Provoked by his-haughtinefs, even the 
pafflive fpirit of Baliol began to mutiny. But 
Edward, who had no longer ufe for fuch a pageant , 
king, forced him to refign the Crown, and openly 
attempted to feize it as fallen to himfelf by the 
rebellion of his vaffal. At that critical period 
arofe Sir William Wallace, a hero, to whom the 
fond admiration of his countrymen hath afcribed 
many fabulous acts of prowefs, though his real 
valour, as well as integrity and wifdom, are fuch 
as need not the heightenings of fiction. He, al- 
moft fingle, ventured to take arms in defence of 
the kingdom, and his boldnefs revived the {pirit 
of his countrymen. At laft, Robert Bruce, the 
grandfon of him who ftood in competition with 
Baliol, appeared to affert his own rights, and to 
vindicate the honour of his country. The nobles, 
afhamed of their former bafenefs, and enraged at 

the
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the many indignities offered to the nation, crowded B ௦ 2 K 
to his Gada In order to cruth him at once, the a 
Englifh Monarch entered Scotland, at the head of 
a mighty army. Many battles wére fought, and — 
the Scots, though often vanquifhed, were not fub- 

‘dued. The ardent zeal with which the nobles 
contended for the independence of the .kingdom, 
the prudent valour of Bruce, and above all a na- 
tional enthufiafm infpired by fuch a caufe, baffled 
the repeated efforts of Edward, and counterba- — 
lanced all the advantages which he derived from 

the number and wealth of his fubjets. Though 
. the war continued with little intermiffion upwards 

of feventy years, Bruce and his pofterity kept pof- 
feffion of the throne of Scotland, and reigned with 
an authority not inferior to that of its former 
Monarchs. 

* Burt while the fword, the ultimate judge a all 
difputes between contending nations, was employed 
to terminate this உள neither Edward nor 
the Scots feemed to diftruft the juftice of their 
caufe ; and both appealed to hiftory and records, 
and from thefe produced, in their own favour, fuch 

evidence as they pretended to be unanfwerable. — 
The letters and memorials addreffed by each party 
to the Pope, who was then reverenced as the com- 
non father, and often appealed to as the common 
judge of all Chriftian Princes, are ftill extant. The 
fabulous tales of the early Britifh hittory ; the par- 
tial teftimony of ignorant Chroniclers; fuppo- 
fititious treaties and charters; are the proofs on 4 

which Edward founded his title to. the Ti
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of Scotland; and the homage done by the Scottifh 
monarchs for their lands in England is prepofte- 

_roufly fuppofed to imply the fubjection of their 
whole kingdom‘. Ill-founded, however, as their 
right was, the Englith did not fail to revive it, in 

all the fubfequent ne between the two king- 
doms; while the Scots difclaimed it. with ie 

utmoft indignation. ‘Yo this we muft impute the 
fierce and ee hatred to each other, which 
long inflamed both. Their national antipathies 
were excited, not only by the ufual circumftances 
of frequent hoftilities, and reciprocal injuries; but 

the Englifh confidered the Scots as vafials who had 
_ prefumed to rebel, and the Scots, in their turn, 

regarded the Englith as ufurpers who aimed at en- 
flaving their country. 

Ad the tme when Robert Bruce began his reign 
in Scotland, the fame form of government was 
eftablifhed in all the kingdoms of Europe. This 
furprifing fimilarity in Fier conftitution and laws 
demonftrates that the nations which overturned 
the Roman empire, and ereéted thefe kingdoms, 
though divided into different tribes, and diftin- 
guifhed by different names, were either derived 
originally from the fame fource, or had been 
placed in fimilar fituations. When we take a view 
of the feudal fyftem of laws and policy, that fe 
pendous and fingular fabric ereted by them, the 
firft object that {trikes us is the King. And when 
we are told that he is the fole proprietor of all the 

© Anderfon’s Hiftorical ao concerning the. Independ 
ency, &c. 

duds
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ands within his dominions, that all his fubje€ts de- BO OK 
rive their poffeffions from him, and in return con- Cs 
fecrate their lives to his fervice ; when we hear that 
all marks of diftin¢tion, and titles of dignity, flow 
from him as the only fountain of honour; when we 
behold the moft potent peers, on their bended knees, 
and with folded hands, {wearing fealty at his feet, and 

acknowledging him to be their Sovereigw and their 
Liege Lord; we are apt to pronounce him a power- 
ful, nay an abfolute Monarch. No conclufion, how- 
ever, would be more rath, or worfe founded. The 

genius of the feudal government was purely arifto- 
cratical. With all the enfigns of royalty, and with 

many appearances of defpotic power, a feudal King 
was, the moft limited of all Princes. 

Berore they faliied out of their own habitations Origin of 

to conquer the world, many of the northern nations ee . 
| Lemed not to have been fubje& to the govern- 7 int 

ment of Kings‘; and even where monarchical go- ட 
vernment was eftablifhed, the Prince poffefied but 
little authority. A General rather than a King, his 

military command was extenfive, his civil jurifdic- 
tion almoft nothing*. The army which he led 

was not compofed of foldiers, who could be com- 
pelled to ferve, but of fuch as voluntarily followed 
his ftandard*. ‘Thefe conquered not for their 
leader, but for themfelves; and being free in their - 
own country, renounced not their liberty when 
they acquired new fettlements. They did not ex- 
terminate the ancient inhabitants of the countries 
which they fubdued, but feizing the greater part of 

4 “Caf, lib. vi. c. 23. © Tacit.de Mor.’Germ. c. Gael he 
€ Cef, ibid, ் 

6 _ their
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soe their lands, they took their perfons under pte 
Gace tection. The difficulty of maintaining a new 

conqueft, as well as the danger of being ட... 
by new invaders, rendering it neceffary to be al- 
ways ina pofture of defence, the form of govern- 
ment which they eftablifhed was altogether mili-- 
tary, and nearly refembled that to which they had 
been accuftomed in their native country. Their 
General ftill continuing to be the head of the co- 
lony, part of the conquered lands were allotted to 
him; the remainder, under the name of deneficia 

or fiefs, was divided among his principal officers. 
As the common fafery required that thefe officers 
fhould, upon all occafions, be ready to appear in 
arms, for the common defence, and fhould conti- 

nue obedient to their General, they bound them- 
felves to take the field, when called, and to ferve 

him with a number of men, in proportion to the 
extent of their territory. Thefe great officers 
again parcelled out their lands among their follow- 
ers, and annexed the fame condition to the grant. 
A feudal kingdom was properly the encampment 
of a great army; military ideas predominated, mi- 

ea fubordination was eftablithed, and-the pof- 
feffion of land was the pay which foldiers received 
for their perfonal fervice. In confequence of thefe” 
notions, the poffeffion of land was granted during 
pleafure only, and Kings were elective. In other . 
words, an officer difagreeable to his General was 
deprived of his pay, and the perfon who was moft 
capable of conducting an army was chofen to com- 
mand it. Such were the firft rudiments, or infancy 
of feudal government. 

Bur
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Book mercial arts. The revenues, arifing from the 

gars taxes, impofed on the different branches of com- 

merce, were by confequence inconfiderable ; and 

the prince’s treafury received little fupply from _ 

a fource, which, among a trading people, flows 

with fuch abundance, as is almoft inexhauftible. 

A fixed:tax was not levied even on land; fuch 4 

burthen would have appeared intolerable to men 

who received their eftates as the reward of their 

valour, and who confidered their fervice in the 

field as a full retribution for what they poffefied. 

The king’s deme/nes, or the portion of land which 

he ftill retained in his own hands unalienated, 

furnifhed fubfiftence to his court, and defrayed 

the ordinary expence of government®. The only 

ftated taxes which the feudal law obliged vaf- 

fals to pay to the king, or to thofe of whom 

they held their lands, were three: one when his 

eldeft fon was made a knight; another when his 

eldeft daughter was married; and a third in or- 

der to ranfom him if he fhould happen to be 
taken prifoner. Befides thefe, the king received 
the feudal cafualties of the ward, marriage, &c. 

of his own vafials. And, on fome extraordinary 

occafions, his fubjects granted him an aid, which 
they diftinguifhed by the name of a benevolence, 
in order to declare that he received it not in 

confequence of any right, but.as a gift, flow- 

ing from their good will". All thefe added 

together, produced a revenue fo fcanty and 

& Craig. de Feud, lib. i.. Dieg. 14. Du Cange Gloff. 
voc, Dominicum. § —- * Du Cange, vooAuxilium. 

’ precarious \
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precarious, as naturally incited a feudal monarch B 0 OK 
to aim at diminifhing the exorbitant power and Wy 
wealth of the nobility, but inftead of enabling 
him to carry on his fchemes with full effect, 
‘kept him in continual indigence, anxiety, and de- 
pendence. 

Nor could the king fupply the defect of his They haa 
3 ae no ftanding 

revenues by the terror of his arms. Mercenary amis. ° 

troops and ftanding armies were unknown, as 
long as the feudal government fubfifted in vi- 

gour. Europe was peopled with foldiers. The 

vaffals of the king, and the fub-vaffals of the ba- 
rons, were all obliged to carry arms. While 

the poverty of princes prevented them from for- 
tifying their frontier towns, while a campaign 
continued but a few weeks, and while a fierce and 

, *impetuous courage was impatient to bring every 

gearrel to the decifion of a battle, an army, 

without pay, and with little difcipline, was fuffi- 

cient for all the purpofes both of the fecurity and 

of the glory of the nation. Such an army, how- 

ever, far from being an engine at the king’s dif- 

pofal, was often no lefs formidable to him, than 

to his enemies. The more warlike any people 

were, the more independent they became; and 

the fame perfons being both foldiers and fubjects, 

ciyil privileges and immunities were the confe- 
quence of their victories, and the reward of their 

_ martial exploits. Conquerors, whom mercenary 

armies, under our prefent forms of government, 

often render the tyrants of their own people, as 

well as the fcourges of mankind, were commonly, 
ட. under
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BOOK their own territories. But what we may prefume 

i was, at firft, only a temporary grant, or a perfonal 

privilege, the incroaching fpirit of the nobles gra- _ 

dually converted into a right, and rendered here- 

ditary. The lands of fome were, in procefs of 

time, erected into Baronies, thofe of others into 

Regalities, The jurifdiction of the former was 

extenfive; that of the latter, as the name implies, 

royal, and almoft unbounded. All caufes, whe- 

ther civil or criminal, were tried by judges, whom — 

the lord of the regality appointed; and if the 

king’s courts called any perfon within his terri- 

tory before them, the lord of regality might put 

a ftop to their proceedings, and by the privilege 

of repledging, remove the caufe to his own court, 

and even punith his vaffal, if he fubmitted to a 

foreign jurifdiction*. Thus almoft every quef- 

tion, in which any perfon who refided on the 

lands of the nobles was interefted, being deter- 

mined by judges appointed by the nobles them- 

felves, their vaflals were hardly fenfible of being, 

in any degree, fubjeét to the crown. A feudal - 

kingdom was {plit into many {mall principalities, 

almoft independent, and held together by a feeble 

and commonly an imperceptible bond of union. 

The king was not only ftripped of the authority 

annexed to the perfon of a fupreme judge, but 

his revenue fuffered no fmall diminution, by the 

“logs of thofe pecuniary emoluments, which were, 

in that age, due to the perfon who adminiftered 
jguftice, 

k Craig, bh. iil. Dieg, 7. ர் 
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as T HE AOR 

BOOK merate the moft remarkable of thefe, will ferve 
—+— both to explain the political ftate of the kingdom, — 

The nature 
of the 
country. 

‘The fmall 
prumber of 
Ereat cities. 

and to illuftrate many important occurrences, in 

the period now under our review. 
I. THe nature of their country was one caufe 

of the power and independence of the Scottith 
nobility. Level and open countries are formed 

for fervitude. The authority of. the “Yupreme 

magiftrate reaches with eafe to the moft diftant 

corners; and when nature has erected no barrier, 

and affords no retreat, the guilty or obnoxious 

are foon detected and punifhed. Mountains, and 

fens, and rivers, fet bounds to defpotic power, 

and amidft thefe is the natural feat of free- 

dom and independence. In fuch places did the 

Scottifh nobles ufually fix their refidence. By 

retiring to his own caftle, a mutinous baron 
could defy the power of his fovereign, it being 
almoft impracticable to lead an army, through 

a barren country, to places of difficult accefs 

to a fingle man. The fame caufes which check- 

ed the progrefs of the Roman arms, and ren- 

dered all the efforts of Edward I. abortive, often 

protected the Scottifh nobles from the ven- 

geance of their prince; and they owed their 

perfonal independence to thofe very mountains 

and marfhes which faved their country from bane 

conquered. 
IJ. Tue want of great cities in Scotland con- 

tributed not a little to increafe the power of. 

the nobility, and to weaken that of the prince- 

Wherever numbers of men affemble together, 
11 order 
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order muft be eftablifhed, and a regular form of B00 x 
government muft be inftituted, the authority of , அட் 
the magiftrate muft be recognifed, and ‘his deci- 
fions meet with prompt and full obedience. Laws 
and fubordination take rife in cities; and where 

there are few cities as in Poland, or none as 
in Tartary, there are few or no traces of a well- 
arranged police. But under the feudal govern- 
ments, commerce, the chief means of affembling 

mankind, was neglected; the nobles, in order to 

ftrengthen their influence over their vaffals, re- 
fided among them, and feldom appeared at court, 

where they found a fuperior, or dwelt in cities, 
where they met with equals. In Scotland, the 

fertile counties in the South lying open to the 
Englifh, no town fituated there could rife to be 

. great or populous amidft continual inroads and 

alarms; the refidence of our monarchs was not 

fixed to any particular place ; many parts of the 

country were barren and uncultivated; and in 

confequence of thefe peculiar circumftances, add- 

ed to the general caufes flowing from the na- 

ture of the feudal inftitutions, the towns in Scot- 

land were few, and very inconfiderable. The 

yaflals of every baron occupied a diftinct por- 

tion of the kingdom, and formed a feparate and 

almoft independent fociety. Inftead of giving 
= 

௬. ௬. ௬. ல. ன் 

aid towards reducing to obedience their feditious 

chieftain, or any whom he took under his pro- 

tection, they were all in arms for his defence, 

and obftruéted the operations of juftice to the 

utmoft, The prince was obliged to connive at 

| criminals
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B 6 © K countries wide and fertile, afforded தவ to 

aes a numerous and powerful nobility. Scotland, a 

Kingdom neither extenfive nor rich, could not 
contain many fuch overgrown proprietors. But 
the power of an ariftocracy always diminifhes, in 

proportion to the increafe of its numbers; feeble 
‘if divided among a multitude, irrefiftible if cen- 
tered in a few. When nobles are numerous, their 
operations. nearly refemble thofe of the people; 
they are roufed only by what they feel, not by 
what they apprehend; and fubmit to many arbi- 
trary and oppreffive acts, before they take arms 
againft their fovereign. A fmall body, on the 
contrary, is more fenfible, and more impatient ; 

quick in difcerning, and prompt in repelling dan- 
~ ger; all its னன் are as fudden as thofe of the 
other are flow. Hence proceeded the extreme: 
jealoufy with which the Scottifh nobles obferved 
their monarchs, and the fiercenefs with which they 
oppofed their incroachments. Even the virtue of 
a prince did not render them lefs vigilant, or lefs 
eager to defend their rights; and Robert Bruce, . 
hotwithftanding the {plendor of his victories and 
the glory of his name, was upon the point of ex- 
periencing the vigour of their refiftance, no lefs 

_ than his unpopular defcendant James III. Befides 
this, the near alliance of the great families, by fre- 
quent intermarriages, was the natural confequence 

of their fmall number; and as confanguinity was, 
in thofe ages, a powerful bond of union, all the 
kindred of a nobleman interefted themfelves in
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BOOK commands of a minor. The royal ieee was. 
த்க் circumfcribed within narrower limits than ever; 

Review of 
the events 
favourable 
to the 
nobles dur- 
ing each 
minority, 

the prerogatives of the crown, naturally incon- 
fiderable, were reduced almoft to nothing; and 
the ariftocratical. power gradually rofe upon the 
ruins of the monarchical. Left the perfonal power — 
of a regent fhould enable him to act with too 
much vigour, the authority annexed to that office 
was fometimes rendered inconfiderable, by being 
divided; or, if a fingle regent was chofen, the 

greater nobles, and the heads of the more illu 
trious families, were feldom raifed to that dignity. 
It was often conferred upon men who poffeffed 
little influence, and excited no jealoufy. They, 
confcious of their own weaknefs, were obliged to 
overlook fome irregularities, and to permit others ; 
and in order to fupport their authority, which was 
deftitute of real ftrength, they endeavoured «to 
gain the moft powerful and active barons, by 
granting them poffeffions and immunities, which 
raifed them to ftill greater power. When the 
king himfelf came to affume the reins of govern-— 
.ment, he found his revenues. wafted or alienated,” 

the crown lands feized or given away, and the 
nobles fo accuftomed to independence, that, after - 
the ftruggles of a whole reign, he was feldom able 
to,reduce them to the fame ftate in which they had 
been at the beginning of his minority, or to wreft 
from them what they had ufurped during that time. 
If we take-a view of what happened to each of our 
kings, who was fo.unfortunate as to be placed in this 
fituation, the truth and importance of this obfer- 
vation will fully. appear. 2152 

| ் 9 oa  
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BO 0% James IJ. But Alexander Lord Home, the moft 

mo eminent of all the Scottifh peers who furvived the 

THE HPsTORY 

fatal battle of Flowden, thwarted all his meafures 
during the firft years of his adminiftration; and 

the intrigues of the _queen-dowager,» fitter . of 

Henry VIII. rendered the latter part of it no lefs _ 

feeble. Though fupported by French auxiliaries, 

‘the nobles defpifed his authority, » and regardlefs 

either of his threats or his intreaties, peremptorily 

refufed, two feveral times, to enter England, to 

the borders of which kingdom he had led them. 

Provoked by thefe repeated inftances of contempt, 
the regent abandoned his troublefome ftation, and, 
retiring to France, preferred the tranquillity of 
a private life, to an office deftitute of real autho- 

rity. Upon his retreat, Douglas earl of Angus 
became mafter of the king’s perfon, and governed 
the kingdom in his name. Many efforts were : 
made to deprive him of his ufurped authority. But 
the numerous vaffals and friends of his family 

adhered to him, becaufe he divided with them the 
power and emoluments of his office; the people 
reverenced and loved the name of Douglas; he 
exercifed, without the title of regent, a fuller and 

more abfolute authority than any who had en- 
joyed that dignity; and the ancient, but dangerous, 

pre-eminence of the Douglales feemed to be te- 
- ftored. ன் 

- To thefe, and to many other caufes, வட 

or unobferved by us, did the Scottifh nobility 
owe that exorbitant and uncommon power, of 

which inftances occur fo frequently in our hif- 
tory. Nothing however demontftrates fo fully the 

extent 
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THE HISTORY 
James was too wife a prince to employ open © 

w— force-to correé fuch inveterate evils. Neither the | 

men nor the times would have borne it. He ap- 
plied the gentler and lefs offenfive remedy of laws 
and ftatutes. In a parliament held immediately 
after his return, he gained the confidence of his 

people, by many wife laws, tending vifibly to re- 
eftablifh order, tranquillity, ‘and juftice, in the 

kingdom. But, at the fame time that he endea~ 
voured to fecure thefe bleffings to his fubjects, he 
difcovered his intention to recover thofe pofief- 
fions of which the crown had been unjuftly be- 
reaved; and for that purpofe obtained an act, by 
which he was impowered to fummon fuch as had 
obtained crown lands during the three laft reigns, 

to produce the rights by which they held them *. 
As this ftatute threatened the property of the 
nobles, another which paffed in a fubfequent pas- 
liament aimed a dreadful blow at their power. 
By it the leagues and combinations which we have 
already defcribed, and which rendered the nobles 
fo formidable to the crown, were declared unlaw- 

ful‘. Encouraged by this fuccefs in the beginning 
of his enterprife, James’s next ftep was ftill bolder 
and more decifive. During the fetting of parlia- 
ment, he feized, at once, his coufin Murdo duke 

of Albany, and his fons; the earls of Douglas, — 

Lennox, Angus, March, and above twenty other 

peers and barons of prime rank. To all of them, 
- however, he was immediately reconciled, except 

to Albany and his fons, and Lennox. Thefe were 

* A& g P. 1424. £AQ30P. 1424. 
| tried
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tried by their peers, and condemned; for what 8 oe 
, erime is now unknown. ‘Their execution ftruck ட்டம் 

the whole order with terror, and their forfeiture 

added confiderable poffeffions to the crown. He 
feized, likewife, ‘the earldoms of Buchan and 

@Strathern, - upon different pretexts; and that of 

Mar fell to him by inheritance. The patience and 
~ inactivity of the nobles, while the king was pro- 

ceeding fo rapidly towards aggrandizing the crown, 
are amazing. The only obftruction he met with 

was from a பிரத infurre€tion headed by the duke - 
of Albany’s youngeft fon, and that was eafily fup-: 
preffed. The fplendour and prefence of a king, 
to which the great men had been long unaccuf- 
tomed, infpired reverence: James was a prince of 
great abilities, and conducted his operations with 
much prudence. He was in friendfhip with Eng- 
lend, and clofely allied with the French king: he 
was adored by the people, who enjoyed unufual 

fecurity and happinefs under his adminiftration : 
and all his acquifitions, however fatal to the body 
of the nobles, had been gained by attacks upon 
individuals; were obtained by decifions of law; 

and being founded on circumftances peculiar to the 

perfons who fuffered, might excite murmurs and 
apprehenfions, but afforded no colourable pretext 

fora general rebellion. It was not fo with the — 

next attempt which the king made.: Encouraged 

by the facility with which he had hitherto ad- 

vanced, he ventured upon a meafure that irritated 
the whole body of the nobility, and which the 
events fhew either to have been entered into with 

௬௫ 1௦௦
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BOO x fame fentiments. But what James had attempted 
Mens to effect flowly, and by legal means, his fon and 

Crichton purfued with the impetuofity natural to 
Scotfmen, and with the fiercenefs peculiar to that 
age. William the fixth earl of Douglas was the 
firft victim to their barbarous policy. That young 
nobleman (as we have already obferved,) con-= 
temning the authority of an infant prince, almoft 2 P 
openly renounced his allegiance, and afpired to 
independence. Crichton, too high fpirited to 
bear fuch an infult, but too weak to curb or to bring 
to juftice fo powerful an offender, decoyed him by 
many promifes to an interview in the caftle of 
Edinburgh, and, notwithftanding thefe, murdered 
both him and his. brother. Crichton, however, 
gained little by this act of treachery, which ren- 
dered him univerfally odious. William the eighth 
earl of Douglas was no lefs powerful, and no 1615. 
formidable to the crown. By forming the league 
which we already mentioned with the earl of Craw- 
ford and other barons, he had united againtt his 
fovereign almoft one half of his kingdom. But 
his credulity led him into the fame fhare which had 
been fatal to the former earl. Relying on the 
king’s promifes, who had now attained to the years 
of manhood, and having obtained a fafe-conduc& 
under the great feal, he ventured to meet him in| 
Stirling caftle. James urged him to diffolve that 
dangerous confederacy into which he had entered ; 
the earl obftinately refufed; « If you will not,” 
faid the enraged monarch, drawing his dagger, 
“« this fhall;” and ftabbed him to the heart. An 

action
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HOOK, , unworthy of his prefence. Shut up with thefe 
ட caftle of Stirling, he feldom appeared in pub- | 

lic, and amufed haaieled in architeCture, mufic, — iE 

and other arts, which were then little efteemed. | 

The nobles beheld the power and favour of thefe 

minions with indignation. Even the fanguinary _ 
meafures of his father provoked them lefs than 

his negleét. Individuals alone fuffered by the 
former; by the latter, every man thought himfelf 

injured, becaufe all were contemned. Their dif 

content was much heightened by the king’s re- 

calling all rights to crown lands, hereditary offices, 

regalities, and every other conceffion which was 

detrimental to his prerogative, and which had 

been extorted during his minority. Combinations 

among themfelves, fecret intrigues with England, 

and all the ufual preparatives for civil war, were 

டக the effects of their refentment. Alexander duke » 

of Albany, and John earl of Mar, the king’s 
brothers, two young men of turbulent and ambi- 

tious fpirits, and incenfed againft James, who — 

treated them with the fame coldnefs as he did the 
other great men, entered deeply into, all their 

cabals. The king detected their defigns before 
they were ripe for execution, and, feizing his two 

brothers, committed the duke of Albany to Edin- 
burgh caftle. The earl of Mar having remon- — 
fated with too much boldnefs againft the king’s — 

condué, was murdered, if we may believe our — 
hiftorians, by his command. Albany, apprehen- 

’ five of the fame fate, made his efcape out of the 

caftle, and fled into France.. Concern for the 

kaing’s honour, or indignation. at his” meafuresy ' 
were
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king. James, at the. fame time, becam fon 

of retirement than ever, and, funk in indok 
or fuperftition, or attentive only to amufeme 
devolved his whole authority upon his favourite 
So many injuries provoked the moft confiderable 
nobles to take arms, and having perfuaded 
obliged, the duke of Rothefay, the king’s eld 
fon, a youth of fifteen, to fet himfelf at 
head, they openly declared their intention of 
priving James of a crown, of which he had « 

covered himfelf to be fo unworthy. Roufed by 
this danger, the king quitted his retirement, took 
the field, and encountered them near Banno 
burn; but the valour of the borderers, of 1 
the army of the malecontents was chiefly 

pofed, foon put his troops to flight, and 
felf was flain in the purfuit. a 
க் ழு attachment to. 

unrelenting ப eae to be jetties aff 
him by our hiftorians, His neglect of the 
irritated, but did not weaken them; 2 
difcontent, the immoderate ambition of | 

brothers, and their unnatural confederacies 
England, were fufficient to have difturbed 

b Ferrerius, 398.
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5௫ மர than an acquaintance with its peculiar gos 
vernment and laws. The latter may enable us to 
comprehend domeftic occurrences and revolutions; 
but without the former, foreign tranfaGtions mutt 
be altogether myfterious and unintelligible. By 
attending ‘to this, many dark paflages in our hif- 
tory may be placed in a clear light; and where the 
bulk of hiftorians have feen only the effect, we may. 
be able to difcover the caufe. டார் 
Tue fubverfion of the feudal government in 

France, and its declenfion in the neighbouring 
kingdoms, occafioned a remarkable alteration in 
the political ftate of Europe. Kingdoms, which 
were inconfiderable when broken, and parcelled 
out among nobles, acquired firmnef and ftrength, 
by being united into a regular monarchy. Kings 
became confcious of their own power and import- 
ance. They meditated fchemes of congqueft, and » 
engaged in wars at a diftance. Numerous armies 
were raifed, and great taxes impofed for their fub- 
fiftence. Confiderable bodies of infantry were 
kept in conftant pay ; that fervice grew to be ho- 
nourable; and cavalry, in which the ftrength of 

printed in the Appendix, that this parliament had fome ap- 
pearance of ancient precedent to jJuftify their unworthy con- 
dué. Various queftions concerning the conftituent members 
of the Scottifh parliament; concerning the «ra at which the 

_ Teprefentatives of boroughs were introduced into that aflem- bly; and concerning the origin and power of the committee 
of lords of articles, occur, and have been agitated with 
great warmth. Since the firft publication of this work, all 
thefe difputed points have been confidered with calmnefs and 
accuracy in Mr. Wight’s Inquiry into the Rife and Progreis 
of Parliament, &c. 4to Edit. p. 17, &c. : : 
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¥ 0° ® power, and neither of them would have been inferior _ 
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t—y— to his defigns, had not Providence, in pity to man. | 
‘kind, and in order to,preferve them from the wort — 
of all evils, Univerfal Monarchy, raifed up Fran- 
cis I. to defend the hberty of Europe. His domi- 
nions were lefs extenfive, but more united, than 
the emperor’s. His fubjects were numerous, active, 
and warlike, lovers of glory, and lovers of their 
king. To Charles, power was the only object of 

defire, and he purfued it with an unwearied and jJoy- - 
jefs induftry. Francis could mingle pleafure and 
elegance with his ambition; and though he ne- 
glected fome advantages, which a more phlegmatic 
or more frugal prince would have improved, an 
active and intrepid courage fupplied all his defeéts, 
and checked or defeated many of the emperor’s 
defigns. 

Tue reft of Europe obferved all the motions of 
thefe mighty rivals with a jealous attention. On the 
one fide, the Italians faw the danger which threatened 
Chriftendom, and in order to avert it, had recourfe 
to the expedient which they had often employed with’ 
fuccefs. They endeavoured to divide the power of 
the two contending monarchs into equal fcales, and, 
by the union of feveral fmall ftates, to ceunterpoife 
him whofe power became too great. But what they — 
concerted with much wifdom, they were able to 
execute with little vigour; and intrigue and refine- 
ment were feeble fences againft the incroachments 
of military power. . 

On the other fide, Henry VIII. of England held » 
the balance with lefs delicacy, but with a ftronger — 

hand. ஆடச்
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B ௨ o K ‘That prince having bodied the French at Gui. 

பணப் , negat and invefted Terouénne, France attempted 

to divide his forces, by engaging James IV. in’ 
that unhappy expedition which ended with his 
life. For the fame reafon Francis encouraged and > 
affifted the duke of Albany to ruin the families 

of Angus and Home, which were in the intereft 

of England, and would willingly have perfuaded 
the Scots to revenge the death of their king, and 
to enter into a new war with that kingdom. 

‘Henry and Francis having united not long after 

againft the emperor, it was the intereft of both — 

kings, that the Scots fhould continue inactive; 

and a long tranquillity was the effect of their 

union. Charles endeavoured to break this, and 

to embarrafs Henry by another inroad of the 

Scots. For this end he made great advances to ~ 

James V. flattering the vanity of the young mo- 

narch, by electing him a knight of the Golden 

Fleece, and by offering him a match in the Im- 

perial family ; while, in return for thefe empty 

honours, he demanded of him to renounce his 

alliance with France, and to declare war-againft 

England. But James, who had much to lofe, 

and who could gain little by clofing with the Em- 

நனக de polls rejected them with decency, and 

keeping firm to his ancient allies, left Henry at 

full liberty to a&t upon the continent with his whole 

ftrength. 
Henry himfelf began ae reign | by imitating 

-the example of his anceftors with regard to Scot-— 

Jand. He held its power in fuch extreme con- 
tempt, 
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BOOK 
II. 
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THE government of a queen was unknown in 
Scotland, and did not imprint much reverence in 
the minds of a martial people. ‘The government 

_ of an infant queen was ftill more deftitute of real 

Pretenfions 
of cardinal 

Seatoun to 
the regency. 

authority 5 and the profpeét of a long and feeble 
minority invited to faction by the hope. of impu- 
nity. James had not even provided the common — 
remedy againft the diforders of a minority, by 
committing to proper perfons the care of his 
 daughter’s education, and the adminiftration of 
affairsin her name. Though he faw the clouds ga- - 
thering, and foretold that they would quickly burft 
into a ftorm, he was fo little able to difperfe them, 
or to defend his daughter and kingdom againft the 
imminent calamities, that, in mere defpair, he 

abandoned them both to the mercy of fortune, and 
left open.to every pretender, the office of regent, 
which he could not fix to his own fatisfaction.  , 

Carpinat Beatoun, who had for many years 
been confidered as prime minifter, was the firft that 

claimed that high dignity; and in fupport of his 
pretenfions, he produced a teftament*, which he 

himfelf had forged in the name of the late king; 
and without any other right, inftantly affumed the 
title of regent. He hoped, by ‘the affiftance of the 
clergy, the countenance of France, the connivance 
of the queen dowager, and the fupport of the 
whole popith faction, to hold by force, what he 
had feized on by fraud. But Beatoun had. enjoyed 
power too long to be a favourite of the nation. 
Thote among the nobles. who withed for a reform- 

2 Sadler’s Lett. 161, Haynes, State Papers; 486. 
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B o as was equal to the boldnefs of the ; attempt. Early in 
Shai the morning they feized on the gate of the cattle, 

ave *9, which was fet open to the workmen who were em- 
ployed in finifhing the fortifications ; and- “having 
placed centries at the door of. the cardinal’s apart- 
ment, they awakened his numerous domeftics one 
by one, and turning them out of the caftle, they, 
without noifé or tumult, or violence to any other 
perfon, delivered their country, though by a moft 
unjuftifiable action, from an ambitious man, whofe 
pride was infupportable to the nobles, as his cruelty 

. and cunning were great checks to the reformation. 
“The regent “Hrs death was fatal to the catholic religion, and attempts in 
vain tofeize to the French intereft in Scotland. The fame zeal 
(wen for both continued among a great party in the na- 
3 tion, but when deprived of the genius and autho- 

rity of fo fkilful a leader, operated with lef effea. 
Nothing can equal the confternation which a blow 
fo unexpected occafioned among fuch as were at- 
tached to him; while the regent fecretly enjoyed 
an event, which removed out-of his way a rival, 
who had not only eclipfed his greatnefs, but almoft 
extinguifhed his power. Decency, however, the ” 
honour of the church, the importunity of the queen — 
dowager and her adherents, his engagements with 
F rance, and above all thefe, the defire of recover= 
ing his eldeft fon, whom the cardinal had detained — 
er fome time at Saint Andréw’s, in pledge of his 
fidelity, and who, together with the caftle, had 
fallen into the hands of the confpirators, induced 
him to take arms, in order to revenge the death of 
“aman whom he hated. 
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clofe. They advanced towards the enemy in thr : 
tey—» great bodies, and, as they ‘paffed the river, were 

confiderably expofed to the fire of the Englifh © 
feet, which lay in the bay of Muffelburgh, and 
had drawn near the fhore. The Englith cavalry, — 
flufhed with an advantage which they had gained 

in a fkirmith fome days before, began the attack 
with more impetuofity than good condu@. A. 
body fo firm and compact as the Scots eafily re- 
fifted the impreffion of cavalry, broke them, and 
drove them off the field. The Englith infantry, 
however, advanced, and the Scots were at once — 

_ expofed to a flight of arrows, to a fire in fank from — 
four hundred foreign fufileers who ferved the ené= 
my, and to their cannon, which were planted be- — 
hind the infantry on the higheft part of thé emix 
nence. The depth and clofenefs of their order 
making it impoffible for the Scots to ftand long th 
this fituation, the earl of Angus, who commanded 
the vanguard, endeavoured to change his ground, — 
and to retire towards the main body. But his 
friends unhappily ‘miftook his motion for a flight, 
and fell into confufion. At that very inftant, the _ 

' broken cavalry, having rallied, returned to the: 
charge ; the foot purfued the advantage they had 
gained; the profpect of victory redoubled the ar- 
dour of both: and in a moment the rout of the 
Scottifh army became univerfal and irretrievable. 
The encounter in the field was not long nor 
bloody ; but in the purfuit, the Englith difcovered 
all the rage and fiercenefs which national antipathy, 

_ kindled by long emulation, and inflamed by reci- 
procal
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B உ K அம்பு to the progrefs of the fame fpirit. among 
‘——— the northern nations. They knew little, and were 

difpofed to believe every thing. The moft glaring 
abfurdities did not fhock their grofs underftand- 
ings, and the moft improbable fi€tions were re- 
ceived with implicit affent and admiration. 

AccorDINGLY, that form of popery which pre- 
vailed in Scotland was of the moft bigotted and 
illiberal kind. Thofe doétrines which are moft 
apt to fhock the human underftanding, and thofe 
legends which fartheft exceed belief, were pro- 
pofed to the people without any attempt to pal- 
hiate or difguife them; nor did they ever call in 
queftion the reafonablenefs of the one, or the truth 
of the other. 

Tue power and wealth of the church kept pace 
with the progrefs of fuperftition; for it is the na- 2 
ture of that fpirit to obferve no bounds in its re- 
{pect and liberality towards thofe whofe character 
it efteems facred. The Scottifh kings early de- 
monftrated how much they were under its influ- 

. ence, by their vaft additions to the immunities and 
riches of the clergy. The profufe piety of DavidI. 
who acquired on that account the name of Saint, 
transferred almoft the whole crown lands, which 

were at that time of great extent, into the hands of 
_ ecclefiaftics. The example of that virtuous prince 

- was imitated by his fucceflors. The fpirit fpread 
among all orders of men, who daily loaded the 
priefthood with new poffeffions. The riches of the 
church all over Europe were exorbitant; but 

Scotland was one of thofe countries wherein ae 
had '
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ன் ௦2. K came their only ட்ட and d they were at full ட. 
Lymm fure to purfue it. . 

_ ‘Tue nature of their fanStion — Ross: ரத் 
to all perfons, and at all feafons. They could em- 
ploy all the motives of fear-and of hope, of terror 

and of confolation, which operate moft powerfully 
on the human mind. They haunted the weak > 

and the credulous; they befieged the beds of the 
fick and of the dying; they fuffered few to go out 
of the world without leaving marks of their libera- 
lity to the church, and taught them to compound 
with the Almighty for their fins, by beftow- 
ing riches upon thofe who called themfelves his 
fervamts. 

Wuen their own induftry, or the fuperftition of 
mankind, failed of producing this effect, the eccle- 

fiaftics had influence enough to call in the aid of 
law. When a perfon died inteftate, the difpofal of 

_ his effects was vefted in the bifhop of the diocefe, 
after paying his funeral charges and debts, and dif- 
tributing among his kindred the fums to which 
they were refpectively entitled; it being prefumed 
that no Chriftian would have chofen to leave the 

world. without deftining fome part of his fubftance 
to pious ufes’. As men are apt to truft to the 
continuance of life with a fond confidence, and 

childifhly fhun every thing that forces them to 
think of their mortality, many die without fettling 
their affairs by will; and the right of adminiftra- 

+ Effays on Brit. Antig. 174. Annals of Scotland, -by 
Sir David Dalrymple, vol. i. Append. No. ii. — ; 
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BOOK their compofitions were ftill more wretched and 
பய் contemptible, than the fubje&ts on which they in- 

fitted. While the reformers were attended by — 
crowded and admiring audiences, the popith 
preachers were either univerfally deferted, or lif. 

tened to with fcorn. 
Tue only device which they employed i in oe 

to recover their declining reputation, or to confirm 

the wavering faith of the people, was equally im- 
prudent and unfuccefsful. As many doétrines of 
‘their church had derived their credit at firft from 

the authority of falfe miracles, they now endea- 

voured to call in thefe to their aid‘. But fuch lying 

wonders, as were beheld with unfufpicious admi- 
ration, or heard with implicit’ faith, in times of 
darknefs and of ignorance, met with a very differ- 
ent reception in a more enlightened period. ‘The 
vigilance of the reformers detected thefe impoftures,« 
and expofed not‘only them, but the caufe which 
needed the aid of fuch artifices, to ridicule. 

As the popifh ecclefiaftics became more and 
more the objects of hatred and of contempt, the 
difcourfes of the reformers were liftened to as fo 

many calls to liberty; and befides the pious in- 

dignation which they excited againft thofe corrupt 

doétrines which had perverted the nature of true 

Chriftianity ; befides the zeal which they infpired 

for the knowledge of truth and the purity of reli- 
gion; they gave rife alfo, among the Scottifh 
nobles, to other views and paffions. They hoped 
to fhake off the yoke of ecclefiaftical dominion, 

 Spotfwood, 69. - 
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B ee K yvernment hath introduced into almoft every part of 
ed 

5332 

Europe, was unknown at that time, and feemed 
altogether inconfiftent with the genius of feudal 
policy. Nothing could be more fhocking to a ge- 
nerous and brave nobility, than the entrufting to 

~ mercenary hands, the defence of thofe territories 
which had been acquired, or preferved, by the 

blood of their anceftors. They received this pro- 

pofal with the utmoft diffatisfaction. About three 
~ hundred of the leffer barons repaired ina body to 

the queen regent, and reprefented their fenfe of the 
intended innovation, with that manly and deter- 
mined boldnefs which is natural to a free people in 
a martial age. Alarmed at a remonftrance deli- 
vered in fo firm a tone, and fupported by fuch 
formidable numbers, the queen prudently aban- 
doned a fcheme, which fhe found to be univerfally , 
odious. As the queen herfelf was known நர விர 
to underftand the circumftances and temper of the 
nation, this meafure was imputed wholly to the 
fuggeftions of her foreign counfellors; and the 
Scots were ready to proceed to the moft violent 

_ extremities again{t them. 
Attempts to 
engage the 
kingdom in 
a war with 
England. 

Tue French, inftead of extinguifhing, added 
fuel tothe ame. They had now commenced hof- 
tilities againft Spain, and Philip had prevailed on 

the queen of England to reinforce his army with 
a confiderable body of her troops. In order to . 

deprive him of this aid, Henry had recourfe, as 
he projected, to the Scots; and attempted to ex- 

cite them to invade England. But, as Scotland 

had nothing to dread from a princefs of Mary’s # 
oe character,
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BOO & perfecution was the only method for fupprefiing: 
—— religious opinions known in that age, or dictated 

3559: by the defpotic and fanguinary fpirit of the Romith 
fuperftition, this, in its utmoft violence, they de. 
termined to employ. ‘The earl of Argyll, the 
prior of St. Andrew’s, and other leaders of the 
party, were marked out by them for immediate 
deftruction’; and they hoped, by punifhing them, 
to intimidate their followers. Inftructions for this 
purpofe were fent from France to the queen re- 
gent. That humane and fagacious princefs con- 
demned a meafure which was equally violent and 
impolitic. By long refidence in Scotland, fhe had 
become acquainted with the eager and impatient 
temper of the nation; fhe well knew the power, the 
number, and popularity of the proteftant leaders ; 
and had been a witnefs to the intrepid and uncon-. 
querable refolution which religious fervour could 
infpite. What then could be gained by roufing 
this dangerous fpirit, which hitherto all the arts of 
policy had fcarcely been able to reftrain? If it 
once broke loofe, the authority of a regent would 

be little capable to fubdue, or even to moderate, 
its rage. If, in order to quell it, foreign forces 
were called in, this would give the alarm to the 
whole nation, irritated already at the exceflive 
power which the French poffeffed in the kingdom, 
and fufpicious of all their defigns. Amidit the 
fhock which this might occafion, far frem hoping 
to exterminate the proteftant doétrine, it would be 
well if the whole fabric of the eftablifhed church 

- € Forbes, 1. 152. = ? ட் ‘ 5 were
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Iw order to check their career, the queen, with- 
out lofing a moment, put her troops in motion; 
but the zeal of the Congregation got the ftart once 
more of her vigilance and activity. In that war- 

like age, when all men were accuftomed to arms, 
and on the leaft profpect of danger was ready to 
run to them, the leaders of the proteftants found 
no difficulty to raife an army. Though they fet 
eut from St. Andrew’s with a flender train of an 
hundred horfe, crowds flocked to their ftandards 

from every corner of the country through which 
they marched; and before they reached Falkland, 
a village only ten miles diftant, they were able to ் 
meet the queen with fuperior force ™. 

Tue queen, furprifed at the approach of fo oe 

midable a body, which was drawn up by its leaders 
in fuch a manner as added greatly in appearance to 
its numbers, had again recourfe to negotiation. 

She found, னத் that the prefervation of the 
proteftant religion, their zeal for which had at firft 

் 100160 the leaders of the Congregation to take 

They aim 
at redref- 
fing civil as 
well as re- 
ligious 
grievances. 

arms, was not the only object they had now in 
view. ‘They were animated with the warmett love 
of civil liberty, which they conceived to -be in 

, imminent danger from the attempts of the F rench 

forces; and thefe two paffions mingling, added 
reciprocally to each other’s ftrength. Together. 
with more enlarged notions in religion, the’ re- 

formation filled the human mind with more liberal 

and generous fentiments concerning civil govern- 

ment. ae genius of popery is extremely ‘favout- 

ie nox iid te 
’ able
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B oa. & to them the gates of their town. Thence they ad- : 
வபய் vanced, with the fame rapidity towards Edinburgh, 
rats os which the queen, on their approach, abandoned 

with precipitation, and retired to Dunbar. 

Tue proteftant army, wherever it came, kindled 
or fpread the ardour of Reformation, and the மடி. 

moft excefles of violence were committed upon | 
churches and monafteries. The former were 

fpoiled of every decoration, which was then 

efteemed facred ; the latter were laid in ruins. We 

are apt, at this diftance of time, to condemn the 
furious zeal of the reformers, and to regret the 
overthrow of fo many ftately fabrics, the monu-_ 
ments of our anceftors magnificence, and among 

‘the nobleft ornaments of the kingdom. But amidft 
the violence of a Reformation, carried on in oppo- 
fition to legal authority, fome irregularities were 
unavoidable ; and perhaps no one could have been 
permitted more proper to allure and intereft the 
multitude, or more fatal to the grandeur of the 

eftablifhed church. How abfurd foever and ill- 
founded the fpeculative errors of popery may be, 
fome enquiry and attention are requifite towards 
difcovering them. The abufes and corruptions 
which had crept into the public worfhip of that 
church, lay more open to obfervation, and by 
ftriking» the fenfes, excited more univerfal difgutt. 
Under the long reign of heathenifm, fuperftition 
feems to have exhautted its talent of invention, fo 

that when a fuperftitious fpirit feized Chriftians, 

they were obliged to imitate the heathens in the 

pomp and magnificence of their ceremonies, and ta 

_. borrow



+ 4 
Ti iC, 

 



 



 



£5? 
B ©.,° * endeavoured, by facing the enemy’s army, to gain 
டவ் time for collecting hew own affociates, But the — 
755% queen, in fpite of all their refiftance, would have 

A third 
treaty, 

THE HISTORY 

eafily forced her way into the town, if the feafon- 
able conclufion of a truce had not procured her 
admiffion without the effufion of blood, 

TuerR dangerous fituation eafily induced the 
leaders of the Congregation to liften to any over- 
tures of peace ; and as the queen was looking daily _ 
for the arrival of a ftrong reinforcement from — 

France, and expected great advantages from a 
ceffation of arms, fhe alfo agreed to it upon no 
unequal conditions. Together with q fufpenfion — 

~ of hoftilities, from the twenty-fourth of July to the 
tenth of January, it was ftipulated 1 in this treaty, 
that, on the one hand, the proteftants fhould open’ த 

the gates of Edinburgh next morning to the queen 
regent; remain in dutiful fubjection to her govern- 

ment; abftain from all future violation of religious 
houfes; and give no interruption to the eftablithed 
clergy, either in the difcharge of their functions, 
or in the enjoyment of their benefices. On the 
other hand,’the queen agreed to give no molefta- 
tion to the preachers or 1701611075 of the proteftant 
religion; to allow the citizens of Edinburgh, 

during the ceffation of hoftilities, to enjoy the — 

exercife of religious worfhip according to the form 

௯. 

moft agreeable to the confcience of each indivi- 

dual; and to permit the free and public profeffion 

of the proteftant faith in every part of the king- 

-dom*. The queen, by thefe liberal conceffions 

a Keith, 98. Maitland, Hitt. of Edinb. 16, 17+ ட் 
t
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men ever accomplifhed their ambitious projects by. 
worfe means, or reaped from them lefs fatisfation. 
The early part of his life was reftlefs and enter- 
prifing, full of danger and of viciffitudes. His én- 
joyment of the grandeur, to which he attained by . 
fo many crimes, was extremely fhort; imbittered 
by much anxiety, and difquieted by many fears. 
In his latter years, he fuffered the moft intolerable 
calamities to which the wretched are fubjeét, and 
from which perfons who have moved in: fo high'a a 

. {phere are commonly exempted. — 
Succefs of 
the regent’s 
adminiftra- 
tion. 

Tue good effects of Murray’s acceffion to che 
regency were quickly felt. The party form- 
ing for the queen was weak, irrefolute, and dif 
united; and no fooner was the ‘government of 
the kingdom in the hands of a man fo remark- 
able both for his abilities and popularity, than 
the nobles, of whom it was compofed, loft all 
hopes of gaining ground, and began to treat fe- 
parately with the regent. So many of them were 
brought to acknowledge the king’s authority, 
that {carce any appearance of oppofition to the 
eftablifhed government was left in the kingdom. 
Had they adhered to the queen with any firmnefs, 
it is probable, from Elizabeth’s difpofition at that 
time, that fhe would have afforded them fuch af- 

fiftance as might have enabled them to face their 
enemies in the field. But there appeared fo little 
vigour or harmony in their councils, that fhe was 
difcouraged from efpoufing their caufe; and the 
regent, taking advantage of their fituation, ob- 
liged them to fubmit to his government, without 

granting
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