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6 THE HISTORY OF THE

merous. This produced a contest which ended
in & battle wherein Remus was slain, and it is
evensaid, that he was killed by his brother, who,
bemg provoked at his leaping contemptuously
over the city wall, strack him dead upon the
spot, at the same time professing, that none
should ever insult his walls with impunity.
Romulus, being now sole commander, and
eighteen years of age, began the foundation of a
city that was one day to give laws to the world.
It was called Rome after the name of the founder,
A. u. and built upon the Palatine hill, on which
32592. he had taken his successful omen. The
A. C. city was at first almost square, containing
752. about a thousand houses. It was near a
mile in compass, and commanded a small terri-
tory round it of about eight miles over. How-
ever, small as it appears, it was, notwithstanding,
worse inhabited ; and the first method made use
of to increase its numbers, was the opening a
sanctuary for all malefactors, slaves, and such as
were desirous of novelty. These camein great
multitudes, and contributed to increase the num-.
ber of our leglslator s new subjects. To have a
just idea therefore of Rome'in its infant state, we
have only to imagine a collection of cottages
surrounded by a feeble wall, rather built to serve
as a military retreat, than for the purposes of civil
society,rather filled with a tumultuous and vicious
rabble, than with subjects bred to obedience and
control ; we have only to conceive men bred
to rapine, living in a place that merely seemed
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14 THE HISTORY OF THE

began, and while the strangers were most intent
upon the spectacle,a number of the Roman youth
rushed in among them with drawn swords, seized
the youngest and most beautiful women, and
carried them off by violence. Invainthe parents
protested against this breach of hospitality; in
vain the virgins themselves at first opposed the
attempts of their ravishers; perseverance and
caresses obtained those favours which timidity at
first denied: so that the betrayers, from being
objects of aversion, soon became partners of their
dearest affections,

But however the affront mighthave been borne
by them, it was not so easily put up by their pa-
rents; a bloody war ensued. The cities of Cenina,
Antemna, and Crustumlum, were the first who
resolved to revenge the common cause, wluch the
Sabines seemed too dilatory in pursuing. These,
by making separate inroads, became a more easy

conquest to Romulus, who first overthrew the
Ceninenses, slew their king Acron in single com-
bat, and made an offering of the royal spoils to
Jupiter Feretrius, on the spot where the capitol
was afterwards built. The Antemnates and Cru-
stuminians shared the same fate, their armies
were overthrown, and their cities taken. The
congueror, however, made the most merciful use
of his victory; for instead of destroying their
towns, or lessening thelr numbers, he only placed
colonies of Romans in them, to serve asafronher
to repress more distant invasions.

- Tatius, king of Cures; a Sabine city, was tbe’









-~
)

Udssatl
















eC

CyU
















(






















-

LA THE Hrsren'f OF THE

dram the«mty--"f yme of whle‘n excite the admira-
tion of travellers to this very day. He improved
the amphitheatre which his predecessors had
begun, and laid the foundation of the capitol,
which however he did not live to finish.

In his time also, the augurs came into a great
increase of reputation, and he found it his inter-
est to promote the superstition of the people, as
this was in fact but to increase their obedience.
Tanaquil his wife was a great pretender to this
art ; but Accius Neevius was the most celebrated
adept of the kind that was ever known in Rome.
Upon a certain occasion Tarquin, being sensible
of his want of cavalry, had some intentions of
adding three new companies of knights to those
three that had been formerly instituted by
Romulus, but he was restrained by the augur,
who declared that it was forbidden by the gods
to alter any of the institutions of their founder,
The king, as the historians say, being in a vio- -
lent passion, upon this resolved to try the augur’s
skill, and asked him whether what he was then
pondering in his mind could be effected. Naoviug
having examined his auguries, boldly affirmed
that it might: why then, cries the king, with an
insulting smile, I had thoughts of cutting this
whetstone with a razor. Cut boldly, replied the
augur; and the king cut it through accordingly.
Thenceforward nothing was undertaken in Rome
without consulting the augurs, and obtaining
their advice and approbation. No assembly was
dismissed, nor army levied; no battle fought,
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class also was comprised the knights or horse-
men, which consisted of eighteen centuries, with
two more of the machinists, who followed the
camp. The second class, which consisted but
of twenty-two centuries or companies, was com-
posed of those who were worth above seventy-
five thousand asses; these were accoutred in the
same manner with the first class, only instead of
a shield they carried a target. The third class
consisted of twenty centuries, and was composed
of such as were worth fifty thousand asses. The
fourth class consisted of a similar number of
centuries, and was composed of such as were
worth twenty-five thousand asses. In the fifth
class were thirty centuries, and the qualification
was eleven thousand asses; these were chiefly
employed as slingers and irregulars in the army.
In the last class there was but one century, and
it seemed counsidered as of no advantage to the
state except by breeding“children, that might
one day be useful. These paid no taxes, and
were dispensed with from going to war. In all
these classes, as in the first, a part, consisting of
the old men, were ordained to remain at home
for the defence of the city, and the more youth-
ful to fight abroad in their armies. Thus the
whole number of the citizens were divided into
an hundred and ninety-three centuries, each
commanded by a centurion, distinguished by
_ his valour and experience.

The citizens being in this manner ranked,
they were next to be taxed, but not as formerly,
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49 ' THE HISTORY OF THE

The event however proved otherwise. 'Lucius,
his haughty son-in-law, soon grew displeased
with the meekness of his consort, and placed
his whole affections upon Thullia, his brother’s
wife, who answered his passion with sympa=
thetic ardour. As their wishes were ungovern-
able, they soon resolved to break through every
restraint that offered to prevent their union ; both
undertook to murder their consorts, which they
effected, and were accordingly soon after mar-
ried together. A first crime ever produces a
second ; from the destruction of their consorts,
they proceeded to conspiring that of the king.
They began by raising factions against him, al-
leging his illegal title to the crown, and Lucius
by claiming it as his own, as heir to Tarquin.
But Tullius, by his prudence and great modera-
tion, defeated this design in the outset, coming
off with great honour both with the senate and
people, which brought Lucius to a feigned re-
pentance on his side, and produced a real.recon-
ciliation on that of the king. Tullia, however,
still continuing to add flame to her husband’s
ambition, which was already all on fire, he con-
tinued his intrigues among the senate, attaching
the old to him, by putting them in mind of their
obligations to his family; the young, by gifts for
the present, and promises of much greater things
~upon his coming to the crown. At length,
when he found them ripe for seconding his
views, he entered the senate-house, adorned with
all the ensigns of royalty, and placing himself
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58 - THE HISTORY OF THE

to the executioner: < Now,” cried he, « it is your
< part to perform the rest;” thus saying,he again
resumed his seat, with an air of determined ma-
jestys nor could all the sentiments of paternal
pity, nor all the imploring looks of the people,
nor yet the complaints of the young men, who
were preparing for execution, alter the tenour of
his resolution.. The executioners having strip-
ped them naked, and then whipped them with
rods, presently after beheaded them; Brutus all
the time beholding the cruel spectacle with a
steady look and unaltered countenance, while
the multitude gazed on with all the sensations of
pity, terror, and admiration.

The constancy of Brutus, during the execution
of his two sons, served greatly to increase his
authority in Rome ; but thie lenity of his col-
league Collatinus, was considered in a very dif-
ferent light : his having attempted to save the
Aquilii, his nephews, rendered him suspected by
the citizens ; he was accordingly deposed from
the consulship, and banished Rome; and Vale-
rius, afterwards surnamed Publicola, from his re-
gard to the people, waselected consul in his room.

All Tarquin’s hopes of an insurrection in the
city in his fayour being thus overthrown, he was
now resolved to force himself upon his former
throne by foreign assistance, and to that end pre-
vailed upon the Veians to assist him, and with a’
considerable army advanced towards Rome.

v.c.  The consuls were not remiss in prepara-

246. tions to oppose him, Valerius command-
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COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 635

harvests which had been sown by their enemies,
Soon, however, after the extinction of royalty,
the senators and patricians, who were in effect
sovereigns of the country, appropriated to them-
selves the greatest part of the lands which were
the rights of conquest, and insensibly extended
their own possessions at the expence of the
public. ‘In vain the soldiers fought to enlarge
the limits of the dominions of Rome; the great
came in and shared the fruit of their labour,
though they had no participation in the danger.
The poverty of the soldier, by these means,
obliged him to borrow money upon usury, and
as that was exorbltant, it only served to increase
his wretchedness. The laws also of Rome per-
mitted the creditor to seize the person of the in-
solvent debtor, and to employ him as a slave,
till the debt was paid. This complication of
misery soon excited the murmurs of the poor,
till from entreaties to their masters, they pro-
ceeded to menaces. The attempt of Tarquin to
regain the crown, seemed to them a favourable
conjuncture to regain those rights of which
they had been insensibly deprived. When the
consuls, therefore, came to levy men in order to
oppose. him, to their great amazement, all the
poor, and all who were loaded with debt, refused
to enlist, declaring that those who enjoyed the
advantages of peace, might undergo the fatigues
of war, but that for their part, they were wea-
ried with exposing their lives for nothing, or
for what was still worse, for masters who under-
VOL.T. F
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only on the delinquent, but on the general body
of their oppressors. - Appius had the fortune to
procure safety by flight. Servilius, laying aside -
the marks of consular power, threw himself into
the midst of the tumult, entreated, flattered, com-
manded them to patience : engaged to have their
wrongs. redressed by the senate; promised that
he himself would warmly support their ¢anse;
and in the mean time; to convince them of his
good intentions, made proclamation, that no ci-
tizen should be arrested for debt, uatil the senate
should issue further directions. -
“The remonstrances of Servilius, for thlS tlme,
served in some measure to appease their mur-
‘murs, and the senate was going to begin their
deliberations, when word was: brought, that an
army of Volscians was marching - directly to-
wards Rome. ~This was an event which the
people had wished with the most ardent expecta-
tion ; and they now resolved to let the nobles see,
how little the power of the rich avails, when
unsupported by the strength of the multitude.
Accordingly, when the ‘levy came to be made
for soldiers, they unanimously refused to enlist,
‘while those who had been imprisoned for debt,
showing their chains, asked with an insulting
smile, whether these were the weapons Wlth
‘which they were to face the enemy. r19f
Rome, in this state of anarchy within, and of
threatened invasion from without, was upon the
brink of ruin; when Servilius, who, as consul,
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less masters, and prevented only. by the mul-
titude from being hauled to prison. The ap-
proach of an enemy, still more numerous than
that which had been lately conquered, retarded
the acrimony of their vengeance. The Sabines,
~ the Equi, and the Volscians, as if willing to
second the views of the people, again made a
fierce irruption, while the citizens refused to
touch a weapon, till their grievances were re-
moved. _ ‘ s
Things being in this dangerous situation, the
senate were obliged to have recourse to the old
method of redress, by creating a dictator. Ap-
pius, who advised the measure, hoped that he
himself should have been chosen ; but the senate,
sensible that so much power in the hands of one
so violent in the use of that which he possessed,
would be dangerous, chose Marius Valerius, an
ancient senator, one mild, merciful, much loved
by ‘the people, and descended from the great
deliverer, whose name he bore. Valerius, who
secretly inclined to the plebeian party, chose
Quintus, the brother of their great idol, Servi-
lius, for his master of the horse; and, assembling
the orders, assured them, that if they would
follow him freely, their grievances should not
only be redressed, but their fortunes advanced
by the spoils of the enemy. He in the mean
time freed them from any immediate prosecu-
tions from their creditors, and commanded them
to follow him to the field, There was some-
thing so absolute in the office of a dictator, and
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the military oath ‘which ::théy‘f had taken ‘upon

~listing, forbade their laying down their arms or

forsaking their standards, and yet their recent
injuries restrained them from taking the field.
They steered between both extremes; they re-
solved to quit a ¢ity which gave them no shelter,
and to form a new establishment without its
limits. They therefore removed their ensigns,
changed their commanders, and under the con-
duct of a plebeian named Sicinius Bellutus; they
retired to a mountain, from thence called the
Mons Sacer, on the banks of the river Anio,
within about three miles from Rome.

Upon news of this defection, the city was fill-
ed with tumult and consternation: those who
wished well to the army made all the attempts
they could to scale the walls in order to join it,
for the gates were shut by the senate’s direction.
The fathers who had sons among the mutineers,
reproached their degeneracy ; wives lamented the
‘absence of their husbands; and all apprehended
‘a civil war. The senate was not less agitated
than the rest: some were for violent, measures,
and repelling force by force, others were of opi-
i}ion, that gentler arts were to be used, and that
even ‘a victory over such eunemies would be
worse than a defeat. At length, therefore, it
was resolved to send a messenger, entreating the

“army to return home and declare their griev-
ances, promising at the same time an oblivion of
all that had passed. This message, which.in
fact was too premature to be attended with any
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effect, was treated by the army with disdain; so
that the senate were now to begin afresh to con=
sider of the proper steps: to be taken, and
whether' force or ‘condescension was. the wisest
_ course to pursue. - ¥ ‘
Accordingly, after choosingnew consuls(though
not ‘without difficulty, as none at first would
_offer for the office), they entered upon the de-
liberation, with an eéarnestness equal to the im-
portance of the cause. - Menenius Agrippa; one
of the wisest and best of the senators, was of
opinion; ‘that the people were to be complied
with ; that the Roman dominions could neither
be extended nor preserved without them..  The
late dictator Valerius seconded his opinion, with
a 'warmth unusual to one of his advanced age.
He upbraided the senate with their duplicity,
and urged the necessity of letting the people
into a share of those advantages which the rich
“seemed willing to engross. Appius on the other
hand, still adhering to his principles, declaimed
with great force against making the smallest
_concessions to the multitude. He observed,
that if they granted to the people when ene-
mies, what they had refused them when friends,
“it would be an argument of their fears and not
‘of their justice: that the young patricians and
their clients were still able to defend the city,
‘even though its ungrateful inhabitants should
'think fit to desert ‘it: that the multitude never
knows where to stop in its demands, and. that
every concession would be only productive of
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had an instantaneous effect upon the peopley
“They unanimously cried out, that Agrippashould
lead them back to Rome, and were making pre-
parations to follow him, when Junius Brutus,
before-mentioned, withheld them, alleging, that
though they were gratefully to acknowledge the
kind offers of the senate, yet they had no safe-
guard for the future against their resentment;
that therefore it was necessary for the security
of the people, to have certain officers created
annually from among themselves, who should
~ have power to give such of them as should be
injured, redress, and plead the cause of the com-
munity. , g
The people, who are ever of opinion with the
last speaker, highly applauded this proposal,
which however the commissioners had not power
to comply with: they therefore sent to Rome to
take the instructions of the senate ; who, worried
with divisions among themselves, and harassed
by complaints from without, were resolved to
have peace, at whatsoever price it should be.
obtained ; accordingly, as if with one voice, they -
consented to the creation of their new officers,
who were called Tribunes of the People, Appius -
alone protesting with vehemence against the
measure. : ;
“The tribunes of the people were at first five in
number, though afterwards their body was in-
creased by five more. They were always an-
nually elected by the people, and almost always
from their body. They had the power of an-
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it was little less than banishing the bravest men
of the state without an offence, and thus, by
weakening the strength of the people, to increase
their own. These reports being industriously
propagated, an assembly was called, in which
the consuls and the tribunes, by turns, harangued
the people. A contest managed with so much
impetuosity on both sides, every moment grew
warmer: the consuls insisted, that the tribunes
had no right to address the assembly; the tri-
bunes on the other hand asserted, that their office
was sacred, and that they ought to suffer no in-
terruption in their duty. In this the people una~
nimously concurred, for whatever their leaders
thought fit to prepose, they were ready to ratify;
a law therefore was made, that no man should
dare to interrupt the tribunes while they spoke
to the people, a law which greatly increased
their power, as now, from taking the assembly’s
instructions, they were authorized to direct
them.

The city, after this, enjoyed a transient calm,
some of the people retired to their houses to sup-
port famine with patience and resignation, while
others made incursions upon the enemy, and re-
turned with the spoil. But abundance, soon
after, renewed in them that turbulence, which
the continuance of the famine had appeased, but
not removed. A large fleet of ships laden with
corn from Sicily (a great part of which was a
present from Gelon, the king of that country, to
the Romans, and the rest purchased by the senate.
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with the public money) raised their spirits once
more, and inflamed their eagerness for dissension,
When it came to be debated in the senate, in
what manner this large supply should be distri.
buted, violent divisions arose. ' Some were for
letting the poorer sort have a sufficient quantity
for nothing, others were for selling it at a low
price, and thus reimburse the treasury; but when
it came to the turn of Coriolanus to speak, he
insisted, that no part of it should be distributed,
until thelate invasions which the peoplehad made
upon the rights of the senate should be restored,
and until the commonwealth was reduced to its
former regularity. “ Why,” cried he, <“do we
“bear to see the state divided between two
< powers, whose dissensions only serve to harass
¢“ 1t the more? Can we tamely bear to see tri-
 bunes give laws in Rome, and rule with uncon-
« trolled power, when we could not stoop to
« kings? If the factious and turbulent are un-
¢ willing to live at Rome, let them retire once
““more to their mountain; it is better not to
““ govern, if we must share our command with the
¢ dregs of the people.” ' A speech so inflammaz
tory, and a measure so violent, rekindled all the
flames of dissension. The multitude, in'the vio-
lence of their resentment, would have fallen upd‘ri
the senate itself, but the tribunes restrained their
fary, and only pointed it upon Coriolanus, whom
they devoted to destruction. Coriolanus, how-
ever, still remained unshaken ; nature had made
him bold, frugal, and inflexible, and to these he
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were petitioners in his cause, and desired the tri-
bunes, that they would keep wholly to their
threatened impeachment, namely, his aiming at
the sovereign power. To this Sicinius, the tri-
~ bune, replied, that he would urge against the
guilty, all things, of every kind, that could tend
to prove him guilty ; that the state had too much
to fear from his influence and his number of
clients, not to use every means of bringing him
to justice; that he owed much more to the
safefy of the state, than to any vain complaisance
to the senate ; and that the very attempt torepress
the power of the people, who had all the rights
of humanity to govern themselves, was a crime.
Coriolanus, upon this, presented himself before
the people with a degree of intrepidity that
merited better fortune. His graceful person, his
persuasive eloquence, the cries of those whom
he had saved from the enemy, inclined the
aunditors to relent; he began by recounting all
the battles he had fought, and the various pasts
he had sustained; he showed the various crowns
which had been given him by his generals, as
rewards of merit, and exposed to view the
numberless wounds he had received in acquir-
ing them; he related all the breaches he had
entered, and all the lives he had saved, calling
out to such as were present, to bear witness
to the truth of his recital. These, with the most
moving protestations, entreated their fellows to
spare that life by which they lived, and if there
must be an offering for public resentment, they
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.themselves were ready to die forhim. A defence
like this, supported with all that boldness which
conscious innocence inspires, moved every hearer
to think of pardon; many cried out, that so brave
a man deserved a triumph, not death, and that
his very trial was a national reproach. The
giddy multitude were going therefore to absolve
him, when Decius, one of the tribunes, a man of
fluent eloquence, rose up to reply. < However,”
cried he, ¢ we may be prevented by the senate -
¢ from urging those speeches which were made
“ amongst that august body, tending to destroy -
¢ the privileges of the people, yet still we are
“ not unprovided ; we decline aggravating what
¢ he has said, we have facts, which we call upon
¢ the accused to clear himself of. We have an
¢ ancient law amongst us, that all plunder taken
“from the enemy shall be appropriated to the
‘ use of the public, and be given into the trea-
‘ sury, untouched by the general. But a law so
¢ equitable in itself, and so inviolably observed
“ by our ancestors, has been infringed by this
“ man, who stands accused before you. In a
¢ late incursion into the territories of Antium,
¢ though his plunder, both in slaves, cattle, and
¢‘ provisions, was very great, yet the public were
“ neither the better nor the richer for it ; it was
““divided only among his friends and followers,
‘“ men, whom probably he only intended to en-
“ rich, to be the better able to secure our ruin.
It has ever been the practice of tyrants to begin
“ the work of ambition, by forming a numerous
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¢« body of partizans, who are willing to lose pub-

< lic regard in private emolument. Here then we
« ground our charge; let him, if he can, deny the
s fact, and let him bring proofs, not by vainly
< showing his scars, but by convincing us of his
<« innocence.” This charge was entirely unex-
pected. Coriolanus had, in fact, when the peo-
ple refused to list, issued out at the head of his

clients, and plundered the enemy, who had the

insolence of making incursions to the very walls
of Rome. These spoils, which were so justly
earned, he never thought of bringing into the
treasury, as they were the acquisition of a private
adventure. Being therefore unable to answer
what was alleged against him to the satisfaction
of the people, and utterly confounded with the
charge, the tribunes immediately took the votes,
and Coriolanus was condemned to perpetual
exile. -

Never did the populace testify a sincerer joy,
even in triumphing over a vanquished enemy,
than they did on this occasion, havingin a man-
ner totally controlled the power of the senate,
since henceforward they assumed a right of sum-
moning any of the individuals of that body be-
fore them, whom they thought proper to accuse.
The senate, on the other hand, saw themselves
reduced to an abject dependence upon the mul-
titude, deprived of all security for their persons,
and all their former rights of being judged by
each other. This sentence against their bravest
defender struck their whole body with sorrow,
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gods, a place which among the heathens was
held sacred. Tullus being informed, that a stran-
ger, with an air of dignity far beyond what was
common, had taken refuge in his house, came
and demanded his name and business. ¢ My
“ name,” cried the Roman, ¢ is Caius Marcius :
“ my surname is Coriolanus, the enly reward
<¢ that remains of all my services. I am banished
<« Rome for being a friend toit; I am come to take
« refuge here, where I have ever been a declared
<« enemy. If you are willing to make use of my
¢ services, you shall find me grateful ; if you are
« willing to revenge the injuries I have domue,
<« behold me in your power.” Tullus, struck
with bis dignity and known courage, instantly
gave him the hand of friendship, and espoused
his quarrel. The first thing therefore to be done,
was to induce the Volsci to break the league
which had been made with Rome ; and for this
purpose, Tullus sent many of his citizens to
Rome, in order to see some games at that time
celebrating, but in the mean time gave the se-
nate private information, that the strangers had
dangerous intentions of burning the city. This
had the desired effect ; the senate issued an order,
that all strangers, whoever they were, should de-
part from Rome before sun-set. This order Tul-
lus represented to his countrymen as an infrac-
tion of the treaty, and procured an embassy to
Rome, complaining of the breach, and rede-
manding all the territories belonging to the Vol-
scians, of which they had been violently dispos-
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sessed, declaring war in case of a refusal.  This
message was treated by the senate with contempt;
they bade the ambassadors inform their country-
men ; that menaces were not the way to prevail
with Rome; that they would keep with their
swords those possessions which their valour had
won; and should the Volscians be the first to
take up arms, the Romans would be the last to
lay them down. ;
War being thus declared on both sides, Con-
olanus and Tullus were made generals of the
Volscians, and accordingly invaded the Roman
territories, ravaging and laying waste all such
lands as belonged to the plebeians, but letting
those of the senators remain untouched.  In the
mean time, the levies went on but slowly at
Rome ; the two consuis, who were re-elected by
the people, seemed but little skilled in war, and
even feared to encounter a general, whom they
knew to be their superior in the field. The allies
also showed their fears, and slowly brought in
their succours, so that Coriolanus continued to
take their towns one after another. Circeum, a
Roman colony, first submitted to his arms; he
then attacked the Latins, who vainly implored
assistance from Rome. The towns of Tolerium,
Lavici, Pes, and Bola, were all taken by storm,
their goods plundered, and the inhabitants made
prisoners of war; such as yielded were treated
mildly ; such as resisted were put to the sword ;
fortune followed him in every expedition, and he
was now so famous for his victories, that the Vol-
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all that seemed left them was another deputation
still more solemn than either of the former, com-
posed of the poutiffs, the priests, and the augurs.
These, clothed in their habits of ceremony, and
with a grave and mournful deportment, issued
from the city, and entered the camp of the con-
queror: they besought him by all that was sa-
cred, by the respect he owed the gods, and that
which he might have for those, who, being the
servants of the gods, were now at his feet, to
give peace to his country : but all in vain: they
found him severe and inflexible as before. He
testified that respect for them, which the sanctity
of their characters demanded, but sent them
away without relaxing in any of his demands.
‘When the people saw them return ineffectual-
ly, they began to give up the commonwealth
as lost. Their temples were filled with old men,
with women and children, who, prostrate at their
altars, put up their ardent prayers for the pre-
servation of their country. Nothing was to be
heard but anguish and lamentation, nothing to
be seen but scenes of affright and distress. At
length it was suggested to them, that what could
not be effected by the intercession of the senate,
or the adjuration of the priests, might bebrought
about by the tears of his wife, or the commands
of his mother., This deputation seemed to be
relished by all, and even the senate itself gave it
the sanction of their authority. Veturia, the
mother of Coriolanus, at first made some hesita-
tion to undertake so pious a work, knowing the






e
.
98  THE HISTORY OF THE
: j 3 %
¢ claim some part of your compassion, and think
<« what will be _th’i‘ei\r fate, when to banishment
¢ they must add captivity.”” Coriolanus, during
this speech, seemed much agitated by contending
passions ; his mother, who saw him moved, still
seconded her words by the most persuasive elo-
quence, her tears: his wife and children hung
round him, entreating for protection and pity,
while the fair train, her companions, added their
lamentations, and deplored their own and their
country’s distress. Coriolanus, for a moment, was
silent, feeling the strong conflict between honour
and inclination ; at length, as if roused from his
dream, he flew to take up his mother, who had
fallen at his feet, crying out, <O my mother,
s thou hast saved Rome, but lost thy son !’ He
accordingly gave orders todraw off the army, pre-
tending to the officers, that the city was too strong
to be taken. Tullus, who had long envied his
glory, was not-remiss in aggravating the lenity of
his conduct to his countrymen. Upon their re-
turn, Coriolanus was slain in an insurrection of
the people, and afterwards honourably buried,
with late and ineffectual repentance.
Great and many were the public rejoicings at
" Rome, upon the retreat of the Volscian army.
The senate decreed to grant the women what
honours they should demand, but they only ask-
~ ed to have a temple dedicated to Female For-
tune, built in the place where they had delivered
their country, which was accordingly erected at
the public charge. In the mean time, that cou-
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listed as a private sentinel, they ordered him to
be stripped and scourged. This injudicious se-
- verity not only rekindled the people’s resentment,
but afterwards produced a new cause of conten-
tion, concerning the power of the consuls and the
privileges of the people. The prisoner was rescued
by the multitude, the magistrates driven off, and,
still to complete their mortification, soon after
Volero was made one of the tribunes of the people.

The election of this demagogue seemed very
injurious to the patrician party ; he was not only
resolved upon carrying the Agrarian law, but
also upon enacting another, in which the people
should give their votes by tribes, and not by
their curia, or their centuries. This was another
mortal blow to the patrician power; for, as when
the people voted by centuries, the patricians
were entire masters of the contest, and when by
curiz, in which only'the inhabitants of the city
voted, they also, from their number of clients,
had the majority of voices; so now, when by
this law all freemen of Rome, from whatever part
of its territories they came, should be admitted
to give a single vote, equal to that of the first se-
nator, all influence was entirely lost, and the pa-
tricians had nothing to do but to remain passive.
It was, therefore, at first strongly opposed by the
senate, and as warmly urged by the people. Ins

v. ¢. this contest Appius Claudius; the consul,

282. son to the former Appius, by a sort of
hereditary hatred to the people, was among the
foremost. In one of their public assemblies he









I

'O Y
CO

) W




110  THE HISTORY OF THE

‘the people, not in the ust ma‘hnén,"iti’a suppli-
cating dress or posture, but spcke for himself with
‘a confidence, that a previous settled resolution
to die had inspired. The tribunes finding that
his innocence wastoo apparent to be impeached,
put off his trial to another day, which he pre-
vented by suicide, a practice that was now be-
coming common in Rome.

The death of Appius, and some wars or ra-
ther incursions made by the Romans into the
territories of the Volsci, suspended for a time
the people’s earnestness after the Agrarian law ;

u. ¢. but soon after, the tribunes began new

292. commotions, and had the boldness to
assert that the people ought not only to have a
share in the lands, but also in the government
of the commonwealth, and that a code of writ-.
ten laws should be compiled, to mark out the
bounds of their duty. The opposition to this
was not less violent on theside of the patricians ;
who drove the clamorous multitude from the
Forum, headed by Ceeso, the son of that Quin-
tius Cincinnatus, whom we shall hereafter find
<o famous for his courage and his frugality.
The tribunes resolved to make an example of
this young patrician, to deter the future out-
rages of others, and therefore appointed him a
day to answer for his life before the people.
Being the son of a man entirely respected by
both parties, he was treated with such Ienity,
that he was admitted to bail ; but flying to Etru-
ria, his father was obliged to sell almost “h‘is
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into a winter encampment, to which they were
totally unaccustomed, in case they disobeyed;
by which he so far intimidated the tribunes,
that they gave up their law, upon condition of
his foregoing the threatened encampment : upon
the whole, he went through his office with such
skill, moderation, humanity, and justice, that
the people seemed to forget that they wanted
new laws, and the senate seemed to wish his
continnance in the consulship. Thus having
restored that tranquillity to the people, which he
so much loved himself, he again gave up the
splendours of ambition, to enjoy it with a greater
relish in his little farm, - :
Cincinnatus was not long retired from his
office when a fresh exigence of the state once
more required his assistance. The Alqui and
the Volsci, who, though still worsted, still were
for renewing the war, made new inroads into
v.c. the territories of Rome. Minutius, one
295. of the consuls who succeeded Cinein-
natus, was sent to oppose them, but being natu-
rally timid, and rather more afraid of being con-
quered than desirous of victory, his army was
driven into a defile between two mountains,
from which, except. through the enemy, there
was no egress. This, however, the /A.qui had
the precaution to fortify, so that the Roman
army was so hemmed in on every side, that no-
thing remained but submission to the enemy,
famine, or immediate death. Some knights,
who found means of getting away privately
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part, and that a single tribune could reversé
the resolutions of all the rest. Accordingly, the
senate readily came into his opinion, and pre-
tending to make their compliance a favour, in-
formed the tribunes, that they had, after much
deliberation, thought proper to grant their re-
quest.

This grant seemed for a while to satisfy the
people ; but in less than a year, the new tribunes,
the first time, uniting all together, made still
farther encroachments, and ventured, even by
their own authority, to order an assembling of
the senate. They required also, that mount
Aventine, which being a mile and a half in
compass, and as yet untenanted, might be grant- .
ed to the people to build on: With this, though
not till after the most violent contests, the se-
nate agreed, in hopes that it might be a means
of suppressing the seditions, which they dreaded
from refusing the Agrarian law. Nevertheless,

v. c. in this they were disappointed, for soon

298. after, their tribunes renewed their former
complaints and insolence, and the contests were
carried on with such little restraint, that blows
and not arguments generally terminated every
~ deliberation. = To such a pitch of audaciousness
were they arrived, that those demagogues set a
day, even for the consuls themselves to answer
before the people. They thought proper, how-
‘ever, upon maturer consideration, to let drop
this insolent prosecution ; but at the same time,
resplved not to discontinue their unremitting en-
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- to draw on a life of poverty and contempt, while
others were possessed of those very territories
which his valour had won, without any merit to
deserve them, or even having contributed to the
conquest. A case of so much hardship had a
strong effect upon the multitude; they unani-
mously demanded, that the law might be passed,
and that such merit should not go unrewarded. It
was in vain that some of the senators rose up to
speak against it, their voices were drowned by
the cries of the people. When reason therefore
could no longer be heard, passion as usual suc-
ceeded, and the young patricians running furi-
* ously into the throng, broke the ballotting urns,
and dispersed the multitude that offered to op-
pose them. For this they were some time after
fined by the tribunes; but their resolution, ne~
vertheless, for the present put off the Agrarian
law, : '
It generally happened in Rome, that internal
commotions were quieted by foreign invasions;
and the approach of the Aiqui within sixteen
miles of thecity, in some measure restored peace
to the republic. In this war Siccius Dentatus,
the veteran who had harangued the peoples
- gained greater honours than the consul who ob-
tained the victory: for being ordered upon a
forlorn hope, to attack the enemy in a quarter
where he knew they were inaccessible; he, at
first, remonstrated on the danger and desperation
of the attempt; but being reproached by the con-
sul‘vith cowardice, he led on his body of eight
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ed consuls for the ensuing year, Posthumius,
Sulpicius, and Manlius, the three ambassadors,
Sextius and Romulus, former consuls, Julius, Ve-
turius, and Horatius, senato’rs‘@f the first consi-
deration. Thus the whole constitution of the
.- state at once took a new form; and a dreadfu! ex~
periment was going to be tried, of governing one
nation by laws formed from the manners and
customs of another.
. The decemviri being now invested with ab-
solute power, agreed to take the reins of go-
vernment by turns, and that each should dis-
pense justice for a‘day. They agreed also, to
. avoid envy, that he alone, who was in the actual
exercise of power, should be attended with the
ensigns of it; and that the rest should be only
preceded by a petty officer, called Accensus, to
distinguish them from the vulgar.

The novelty of this form of government
seemed extremely pleasing to the people at first,
nor was the moderation of the decemviri them-
selves less praise-worthy. Appius, in particu-
lar, bore away the greatest share of popularity:
his affable air, his republican professions, and
his moderation, made them even forget his an-
cestors, or that they once trembled at the name.
These magistrates, for the first year, wrought
with extreme application: they had not only to

_compile from a great variety of Greek laws, but
they were obliged also to get them interpreted
by one Hermodorus, an Ephesian, as they
themselves were ignorant of the language; a
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their leader, and conducted by their rage, more
than their general, came within eight miles of the
city. So terrible an enemy, almost at the gates,
not a little alarmed the senate, who immediately
created Valerius Corvus dictator, and sent him
forth with another army to oppose them. The
two armies were mow drawn up against each
other, while fathers and sons beheld themselves
prepared to engage in opposite causes. Any
other general but Corvus might have brought this
civil war to an extremity, but he knowing his in-
fluence among the soldiery, instead of going for-
ward te meet the mutineers in a hostile manner,
went with the most cordial friendship to embrace
his old acquaintance. I have had,” cried he,
“ my friends, opportunities enough of showing
“ my valour in war, I now only want to aequire
¢ reputation by making peace. You cannot
¢ distrust me, my friends, or think Valerius Cor-
¢ yus can ever be severe, who never yet got one
¢ Jaw enacted in the senate, that was contrary to
« your interests. You cannot think he will be
« severe, whose austerities were ever practised
<« only upon himself. But whatever you do, I
< am resolved to behave as becomes me. IfI
« draw my sword, it shall not be till you have
s drawn yours first: if blood must be shed, you
< shall begin the slaughter. But whom will you
« destroy ? Not your enemies, not the Samnites
¢ or the Volscians, but your fathers, brothers,
< children, countrymen; and in the view of these
¢¢ yery mountains that gave you birth and educa-
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