























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHADM. 165

adventitious circumstances, which could never
have obtained an undiminished influence over
the mind of Charles. The Duke must have
had qualities of a better nature, to have secured
the constancy of Charles’s personal attachment.
The inexperience of his age when the King
ascended -the throne, in some respect will ac-
count for the fascination ; but the royal affec-
tion was never more fervent, than when Buck-
‘ingham was involved in defeat and disgrace,
and hunted down as a state-vietim.

Had Buckingham been that creature of effe-
minacy, which party has represented him, or
“ an enemy to his country,” as their declaration
denounced him, could he have cherished that
nobler spirit, which twice offered himself to
be immolated for the glory of his sovereign, and
for attracting the love of the people?  This
magnanimous profusion of life itself had been
hitherto concealed from the world, till T dis-
covered the Memoir of Gerbier: This, with
some unpublished letters of his Duchess, which
T have read, will authenticate this interesting
fact. The Duke, in confidential interviews with
Gerbier, repeatedly declared his solemn resolu-
tion, in his last expedition, to be * the first man
who should set his foot upon the dyke before
Rochelle, there to die, or do the work.” In
that devotion of patriotism, there was more


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































