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« 1 left her very much mended,” faid he,

< (he has written to Mifs River{dale;”’ and
_he gravely took out a letter, which he pre- ‘
fented to me. ¢ I attended her as far as
Plombicres,” continued he, ¢ where I withed
to fee her comfortably fettled, and to judge
of the effeés of her firft bath. I'met with
an old friend there, who was coming to Ge-
neva for a few days, and meant afterwards to
proceed to Vienna s—he offered me his com-
pany and an agreeable conveyance, if I'would
deviate from my original plan ; which T ac-
knowledge it did not require. much perfua«
tion to nduce me to do: but,”

He: ﬁopped as if checking himfelf, in con-
ﬁderatlon “of the company, from adding fome
reproachful expreiﬁon, that was rifing to his
Tips.

PBoth Lady Rlverfdale and I had held out
our hands to him upon his firft entrance ; he
kiffed them ceremonioufly : and made a cold,
Riff bow to the reft of the company, ftudi-}§
oufly avoiding to take Prince Polinfki into it.

1 offered him a-chair next to me at the

" table, where we were looking over the draw-
ings; but he dryly anfwered, «he had no|

|
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| fill in vertu;”—and ftalked away to the
window. - )

I cannot defcribe my embarrasment—the
coldnefs of his behaviour made any particu-
lar attention on my part highly improper ;
at the fame time I was aware, that the want
of it would be conftrued by him into a con-
firmation of my difpleafure at his return. —

* I did not know what to do.

The Prince had been amufing himfelf with
examining the different drawings of mine,
which hung round the room; perhaps to
conceal his chagrin at this {fudden apparition ;
for-he had changed colour in a very"ﬁna.rked
manner, at the Colonel’s entrance.

It is natural enough, that he fhould be
alarmed 'at the idea of an interruption to the
friendly intercourfe he feems to have fet his
heart upon cultivating with me: for I realfy :
believe he is not himfelf aware of being ac-

_ tuated by the fentiments, which Lady Bel-
font thiinks betrayed themfelves at the ball ;
and he cannot forefee that I mean to fecure’
to him a continuance of the acquaintance,
upon as intimate a footing as he ought to
wifh it 5 by the perfe candour, and expll-
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ftill too much difturbed, to give you a very
diftin&t account of it, although it pafled in
the morning.

I laid down my pen, and have been endea-
vouring to colle¢t my thoughts. I am now
more compofed, and will attempt to relate
what has paffed. :

Colonel Malcolm came, agitated almof’n
to madnefs ;—rage feemed to choak his utter-
ance—his afpe& was dreadful.

It threw me into a fituation I can fcarcely
deferibe : 1 withed to {peak—it was impoffi-

 ble. My mother was prefent ; and, nearly

as much alarmed as myfelf, looked at him
fome time in filence. At length fhe faid,
 For God’s {fake, Colonel Malcolm, what
has happened ? what is the matter?”

He made no anfwer; but walked fu-
rioufly up and down the room, with his
hat on, his eyes flafhing fire—at length,
folding his arms acrofs, and ftopping to look

» at us both, he ftood for a minuté—and then,
as 'if having juft caught the import of her
queflion, he repeated, ¢ Matter, madam ?—
D-n-n!”—and ftriking his forehead with his

_ clenched fift, he flung himfelf upon the fofa,
his eyes wildly bent on vacaney.—
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1 was terrified; but fummoned - refolu-
tion to go to him, though hardly knowing
what might be the refult, and tremblingly
faid, ¢« Can you compofe yourfelf {ufficiently
to hear me, Colonel Malcolm ?*> and I took
hold of his arm, wifhing to {oothe him.

He threw my hand off refentfully, and,
ftarting up, again walked to and fro, mutter-
ing to himfelf, * Hearyou! Death and dif-
traction ! I’ve heard too much already—T'll
hear nothing.”

I fell upon the fofa he had quitted, and

burft into an agony of tears.—
~ He did not heed them.

My mother again interpofed: If, -Sig,”?
faid the, * you are determined neither to hear
what my daughter withés to fay, nor to ex--
- plain the meaning of your unaccountable
‘condué, ‘give me leave to tell you, that any
other place than this would be fitter for you,
until your fenfes return a little more under
your own command.”

“ By God, this alone was wanting!”
cried he,-“ to add infult to injury, and turn-
- me out of your houfe:” and he was rufh-
ing furioufly to the door; when, roufed by
the dread- of what might enfue, T exclaimed,
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in this way of thinking ; I am perfectly con-
{cious, that much apparent caufe has been
_given for his prefent anxiety : I know the
explanation will difpel it; and yet it is very *
certain, that, notw1thftand1ng all poffible at-
tention to the propricty of my conduct in
his abfence; circumftances have concurred,
to ftigmatife it with the appearance both of
duplicity and inconftancy : and T could never
forgive myfelf for {uffering an errour to work -
upon him, for the difhonourable purpofe of
obtaining a releafe from an engagement; per-
haps too inconfiderately contracted, but which
I muft ever hold facred as my honour.

I entreated my mother, therefore, to let me
write to Colonel Maicolm, as I propofed to
have done had he not returned, the explicit
account of every thing that had pafled ; fully
perfuaded, that a fair and candid detail of the
truth would inftantly pacify him, and reftore
him to his fenfes. g

I had much difficulty t-o/ obtain her con-
currence in this flep: but I urged it fo ftren-
uou:[ly, that the at length confented 5 and I
wrote as follows : ‘

“ The excels of |difpleafure you have |
fhown, without deigning to impart the.
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to the utmoft of my ability; as the chief
ftudy of my life,” after having convinced
you of my fincerity, will ever be to fhape
my condu to your wifhes.”
" My mother not difapproving of the letter, -
it was immediately fent. 7

I have yet no anfwer: and after giving
you this hafty, and, [ fear, incoherent account
of the painful events of the day, I am going
to try whether fleep will compofe my difor-
dered fpmts

; Jul_y the 19th.— After a very reftlefs night,
I was this morning prefented with the follow-
ing note: :

¢ I am indeed much a[hamed of my pre-
cipitancy, and feel the force of your kind
intention, in the explanation you have
" favoured me with :—It has foothed and
much abated my anguith® I fee, at leaft,
that, into whatever imprapriety of conduct
my Louifa has been unguardedly drawn,
her heart is not changed, and I may ftill
hope to retain that place in it, without
which I cannot exift. We will talk over
the paft calmly; and T make no doubt of
convincing you, even from your own
words, how much more reafon there is for


























































































































































































76 LETTERS OF
female mind,) is placing her in her ftrong
hold ; for, independently of them, a woman’s -
thoughts can only be employed in purfuits
{o futile and frivolous, as might rather lead
her to feek an object, to engrofs them, than
fﬁpply her with means to expel one. Her
ideas, thus concentrated, become an eafy prey
to the encroaching ufurper, who by degrees
acquires pofleflion of them all, and bends her
whole foul to his influence. The extenfive
range of a man’s purfuits muft, on the con-
trary, perpetually counteract his feelings, and
caufe his thoughts to diverge from their fa-
vourite obje. Love may, and probably
will, abforb his faculties for a moment—but
when the connexion is fuch, as honour and
integrity difavow, he blufhes at his confcious
aveaknefs—he is funk in his own eftimation,
by its ‘triumph over his nobler powers; his
purfuits are public, and public contempt
falls upon inactivity : for, however each man,
individually, may acknowledge the force of
paffion, mankind, colle&ively, will ever de-
fpife him, who continues long a flave to it.

¢ Ambition, glory;, intereft, foon refume
their empire ; and when they no longer have
uncontrollable defire to contend with, will -
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eafily conquer what may then remain of love;
and all a man’s beft fentiments will combine
togive them force, by fuggefting to him, that
gratitude and fecrecy are the utmoft, to which
awoman can lay claim from the moft honour-
able feducer (if I may be permitted fuch a
contradi&ion i/n terms), in return for the
facrifice of her principles, her reputation,
and every thing which fhe has been taught
to hold moft facred; for I will allow my
feducer what the world calls honour, for the
ftill greater ftrength of my argument. Were
I to reprefent him like the general run of
men, who feck fuch fort of connexions, de-
figning, ungenerous, faithle(s—there could
be little need of rhetoric, to fatisfy the moﬁ
infatuated of my fex of the certain confes
quences of fuch a choice: but I will call,
bim honourable, fincere, and feeling ; fuch,
in fhort, as every woman believes her lover
to be, until fad experience undeceives her :
nor thall the in this be undeceived, he fhall
a&ually be fo, and yet make her wretched.
For fee what her fituation now becomes !—
The obje& of her affection ftill more en-
deared to her by the ftruggles he has occa-
“fioned, and by the facrifice he has ultimatcly
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