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than ever anxious for ats acmmp}ifhﬁ-; '
ment ! Cruel, cruel, fortune! why*
 was Ltantalized with t]ge idea only, to
add to the horrors of | my fate Pl am;k

in agonies too about Waterford, left hﬂa ,
may have met with fome difafter, an

while all the night 1ong I dreaded h1*
appearance, 1 am now 'no lefs hamﬂ'eq'
in my mind, becaule he did not 4;11

pear:
© oAb, my fnend Iconcludedi my. laﬂ

“with fa}mg that I hoped I fhould fee the
fiend Sherland only once more. Goot
God! to what am I nsaw ta ook for'
wards |-—1 have feen him hut once ﬁnq :
indeed, but how awful was the time
and how much more queftionable that
before, does the pﬁﬂubmty of our plar
ever being accomplifhed now  appear

even fuppofing Waterford to be flilla
liberty. When I wrote that fhort note

¥ expi@ed Sherland would, as ufual

fpend an boux or two here after th
; :vmm;

!‘



- w ok
-evenmg muﬂm', amd then retite for the
“night; but T heard the great clock of
the ‘caﬂ':le ftrike nine, ten, eleven, and
‘he came not. He had been with me
‘but once in the cmarfe of the day—
never had fuch long intervals paffed
without my feeing him, from the Airft
of my confinement. What could I
think of this ?—again my heart whif-
pered that perhaps he was relenting,
and T was almoft forry I had confented
to attempt my efcape, fince it would be
far more honourable to all parties that
1 thould be liberated by his hands, and
~my triumph acknowledged by the fame
breaft whenee my &wubkes had exigx-
fated oo S

’lhen, my 1magmat1rm takms' ano-
ther'and lefs pleafing turn, reprefented
 to me our {cheme difcovered, and Sher-
land perhaps detained from me only in
the profecution of the haplefs wretch
who had fallen 2 viétim to bis generous
HAH B2 exeriions

™
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~ exertions in thy fervice. I fancied T
faw Waterford immured in a dungeon,
more horrible than even my own, and
only taken out to be led to the place of
execution—I faw his bofom bared, and
' the fatal mufquets levelled—1 heard the
dreadful explofion, and beheld that
heart, the feat of every gentle virtue,
pierced to its centre, and the fountain
of life quenched for ever. All this
feemed the certain confequence of the
poor fellow’s detection, for could - T
doubt that the proceedings againft him
would be as fummary as poffible, fince,
to fuch a foul as Sherland’s, no crime
could be of equal magnitude with at-
tempting to rob him of the vickim of |
_his Jawlefs paffions. |
. But in the midft of thefe refleions,
I heard fteps coming along the paffage
to my apartment. My heart throbbed
with anxiety.--At firft I had uo doubt but
that it was $herland, and dreaded what
might



L.
m:ght be hiis defy gn in commg at th:st
late hmur., But 1 heard the pcrfon, :
whoewz he mlpht be, .pafs my prilon
and walk on. This was fo unufual ﬁmt
I was imore perplcxed than ever. Uur~
ing the whole time that 1 had bcm‘

there, |1 Hacl nevm' hezﬁd ﬁe;r in the
paflage, except at the approach of Wa- -

terford, or Sherland, and 1 had never
known either of them thus pafs thc
door. ' Lafked *1137[2:1{ whether this could
be Waterfmd come ﬂms early with the
intention of concc:ummgJ h;mfclf till the
hour he had appomted for our depar-

'!tur?f, apd 1 had almoft refolved in my

own mind that it muft be {o, when I“»
heard the door paﬁcd again, apparently
in 2 hurried and difturbed manner. _‘

y I was quite in an ‘fony-—ﬂl flew to
‘c~——i placed my car againft it, in order
to hﬂ;w more attentively to thefe un-
uftal founds—I heard the fame fteps,

fo at leaft 1 1m'1gm,t=d them, now pals,
' B and



and repafs, five or fix times along the
‘paffage, in thelike burried manger, and

at length the perfon made  paufeat

the door, and feemed to lean againfbit.
T-cannot deferibe my fenfations—1 now
felt convinced that Sherland had gained
forne fufpicion of our intended fcheme,
and was either watching himfelf, or had
placed one of his creatures there tmt
watch for the arrivaliof Waterford, and
Fremained fixed in my ftation, unable: ‘
to move, and liftening every moment iﬂg .
painful expe@ation of hearing my cham-~
pion feized and drapged off. But .!m:«.r‘
an‘interval of, I fuppofe, more than a; 7
quarter of an hour, the man om the “_f"
outfide feemed to Rart away, and when
‘he had traverfed the paflage again feves
ral times, I heard him ne more, ]}
was- wrapped "in d(*&d and {olemn ﬁ-z
- lence.

It was during this time fthat the
¢lock ﬂmck; t\welvc, and as the hour

which
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‘which I had hoped was to be t:irat pf
nay deliverance drew {o near, my heart
cevery moment palpitated with a deeper
!amnety for the event. Buat alarmed as
was with the éxtraordinary founds to
thxch I had been liftening, our fuccefs
keemed fo improbable, that I rather
idreaded than withed, the atrival of Wa-
tetford, | One. o’clock ftruck—-my pal=
b:ta.tmn. cncrea.fedwﬂt rofe to ;;)erfe&
agony, when a few minutes after T again
heard fteps in the paffage. Thrice was
my door pafied, and at laft a dead ftop
made at it-—ftill did I not hear the
. keys thruft into the mafly padlocksy
'~ but all remained in profound, in {olemn
filenees | This l:ﬁ’ced {ome minutesy
when again I was terrified with the
“me kind of hurried ftart from the door
+wrhich Thad heard fome time before, again
it “was pafled feveral times, and at
‘mxgth ‘the bars were unfaftened, the.
 d BBl 2 oo ‘door









"inéf yaﬁar Wik |
% Dare you mpcuf tk;s».- are  you
defy me this ? ¥ was gmng mmamam

more I offer you my hand-—but it
indeed the laft time. Emew&ﬁyw
~ which you will be mine, I'do not Timit
~you to any particular time, but with
 no unreafonable diftance, and fill
_will yield to you;—can I give a &maga z
o proaf of ardent affe@ion, of réla&m
‘ :ttt m;m‘e yauﬂ"wBM tkt& refaﬁﬁy
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nights . even khaa vbs;t Imtr,, mnﬂ: feais
your fhame for ever.” sl o T

« Oh talk not fo, M\rw"'a%etlahd}m
I have, as I hoped, for thefe laft two
dayq traced in your bofom figns of res
leng ':ﬂ}rm your feverity towards me. .
Then give thofe feslings foope l-learn
what are the beart-delighting fenfations
accompanying the. con{cmouﬁw& g’f !m}vc
g Wﬁm:md a generous ation,: Be-
lieve me, one moment of {uch feelings
is. tranfport beyond conception, more
tranfcendent than any you could ex-
perience from purfuing the dictates of
. your pﬂxﬁﬁcms, and think, ; MOTCOVET,
that this is mot a fatisfattion of 2
~ perifhable nature, »whu:h dies away thh !
4lve moment that 'g;aw it birth, it is
. lafting as life itfelf, it.is our conftant
companion whitherfbever we go; the
~ adverfe fortune, which may déprive; us
of all other bleffings; cannot deprive us
-of thiﬁez it quits ws! but; with. the Jaft
i B 6 breath
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; brca.th We. draw, and will tmaﬁ:mt: aus
pame down with hqnoux to *thg ;eo

moteft pofterity.”

“o % Thefe are ﬁne»ibundmg fentmcnts,
_but this is not a‘moment which willad- |
. mit of parley or delay. A folemn oath
- -muft this inftant be fworn,. that you will

 give me your hand on fome fpecific day,

- at no great diftance, or this night muft;,

in a fummary way, put an eiid to our
controver{y. Straffbrd will be befarq:
' the town to-morrow.” |
« Heaven blefs and pm{*per hxm 2%
cried I, eagerly interrupting him.

- Imprudent woman thus to irrimm

paffions, which you might be aflured }

want no fuch aggravation l-—but know,
madam, that in one refpect I am re-

folved he fhall not fucceed. ‘He may |
- ecover the town to its former poffel~
. fors, and the calamities it has fuftained |
. may in time be retrieved : my followers,
it ds true, have pledged themfelves to-

' ftand
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Hﬁ* Jooked agim&.f‘ “inu! nﬂemfheﬂ’ i
R 8 b

He had" méﬁ@ﬂwﬂ was thu

fm‘ ﬁﬁﬁmm ﬁm:é'" when I
imprifoned he had def ;
only weagon'of thie kind which I theﬂ :
poflefled s—what I mow ’pmdwe@d 5
had obtained fiom W aterford, wﬂah
Wew to fuch an emergency as the pre
iwt.. 1 had, moreover; from the fwrﬂi
of his entrance, kept retrmtmg o the
_other fide of the room, in ordm that
if T thould be reduced to this {ad alter-
mative, I might have timg to execute ]
my purpofe. | Thus ftuvdted; . he faw
 plainly that - he could hot ps.\s;ﬂvmt my
firiking the irevocable firoke, and as
he rightly judged by the firmnels of my
manaer, that I was refolved rather to
incur the guilt’ of fuicide, than tolive
difhonoured, he felt mm bmﬂted t:whmph |
-thmged to defeat.: o

¢ Petrified with a remﬁfe f@ mmcpe@t-

'eﬂi, he appeared at firft ﬂ_enmely loft to
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zxﬂ power of fpeech or mﬂimwmmfh :
indeed to think that tlhie Being I bad -
invoked had miraculoufly interpofed for:
my protefion, fince how elfe T could
have been thus armed in a moment, muft
appear to him utterly incomprehenfible.
After ftnndmg for forme minutes witl
“his eyes fixed upon me in aamld and
difordered manner, he funk down upon
a chair clofe by him, and throwing his
arm over the back, hld his ﬁvza Bpas
it

I had now a further opportumty of
fecuring myfelf, and getting round to
the narrow fpace on the other fide. of
the bed, placed fo effectual a barrier be- -
tween us, that he muft inevitably be
foiled in making any atterapt to ey
ecute what he had threatened, Ir~ |
different fituations we remnmed
lieve, for full half an hour, while <alk
was total ﬁlenc&, huﬁ I could fee

- Sher-
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upon ‘me, in wimk 1t was. 1mpsﬁihle 5
 to decide whether the anguith of difap-.
pomted paffion, or the furious workisgs.
of ‘1evenge were moft predomnmt——-
¢ oh heavens,” he cried, ¢ this is too.
much to bear 1"’ Then addreﬁng m,e,
“ madam,” he fsxd “_the viftory 1
own' is yours l—fear not my appmacha-
ing you !-——armed as you ate, T'am not
yet quite madmeugh to venture on the'
attempt; was it to ‘meet my own d@ath
T'would rufh upon it |”—Then friking
his hand upon his forehead, ““ oh God!
oh God!” he exclaxmed and burﬂ‘ out
of the room. = .« ¢

Temﬁrd as E h'ld bdm, I had no.
power of moving for a while, nor dared
I put the knife out of my hand, Jdeft he
mnght fuddenly return, and furprize me
. in a moment before I had time to put
myfelf up«‘m my. guard.  But after my
fpirits were in fome degree calmed, and

my powers, of re«.oﬂu"uon folerably re-
ftored,



ftored, fecling aﬁ‘umd, # 'ﬁhs;t“a;i?; mﬁy
fat down at a diftance from the door,
it was impoffible but that between my
hearing the key thruft into 1
and his appearance, fufficient time muf
be allowed for putting myfelf properly
on my defence, 1 ventured out bf m}?
retreat, and throwing myfelf ona chair, -
endeavoured, as much as poffible, to re«
caver a proper. degree of compofiire.  —
1 have, however, feen no more of
hxm fince, but I did pet verituré to hé
down any part of the night, and ¥
know not when I fliall venture it agai.
Convinced as I now am, that he rveally.
intends to put intd execution his thréats
of viclence, ‘the idea of him is more
~ horrible to me than ever, and 1 have
the moft fearful apprehenfions of being
overpowered with fleep, fo that I may
be furprized unawares. 1 fhall dread
oo eating or dxmlmxg ‘what he may
' humg ey left fome potion, intended:
: . _ o
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felt by your numerous friends, when
you were known to be in fafety. But
how cruelly alas have I been miftaken!

At the appointed time, Waterford
fet out upon his expedition. He had

- made his vway {uccefsfully through the |

{

- {ecret alleys which he had explored the

day before, and had juft reached the
entrance of the long paﬁ'age, leading to
yours and Sherland’s apartments, when

he was furprized by perceiving a Light
burning there, and hearing the fteps of

fome one walking along it in great

hafte. He thought, howevcr, that

when the perfon he heard was arrived

at the farther end, he might venture to -

‘look in, without running any hazard of
being difcovered, as he was. himfelf in
total darknefs, (for he had concealed his

lanthorn under his coat,) and a fingle

candle could not light fueh a length of

paffage fufficiently to make any objeCt

diftinguifbable from one end to the
ojher

(
§

nhil
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other, Hv gccmd ely advanced to the
entrame, aj‘xd could plauﬁy dn(’cmguuh
that it was Sherland himfelf, apparemly ,
in the extremelt agmtmn He walked
in a very hurried manner, feveral times
_ backwards and fmwards before the door
of your apartmem 'and af length ftopped:
atit, and xeﬁmg his elbow upon one of
the bars, he 1‘edmcd his head upon his
hdnd, and ﬁmd for near ten minutes in
that aLtltud@, with his eyes fixed on the
' ground ~then fuddenly darting away'
agdm, hc ‘walked three or four times
hackwa.lrds. and’ forwards, in the fame
agitated manner as before, and con-
_cluded, by hattily unlocking the bars
of your prifons and ruthing in almoﬂ;

hke ong difordered in his mind.
Wau.ftord ftood for fome time hefi-
tazmg what to do, not knowing whether
it were better for him to interpofe, or
o remain quiet. He dreaded what
: rmght happen, yet felt that his appear-

Ance
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ance might be attended rith féanggmus
confequcnres, ot to hiral
that he would have . il arded but
ftill more 1o you, fince 1t was dxfcover-’ .
ing to Sherland that the place of your
confinement was not fo .
s he fuppofed and withed, After fome
debate within hnnfelit, he Em‘zgth re-
folved to go foftly towalda the door,
_to try if he could lea,m angr thmg by
liffening, but perccmmrit it Jom were i
nLonvcr(atlon only, fhou@*h ]‘i )
‘ make out what pafled, he conc luﬂed hig
mtcrfcrencc unnecef"ary., and therefon '
removed : 1gam toalittle leﬂamam, though
he ftill remained within hemmg, o as

p=

oniy, for V

bfolute afc:cret- .

to be ready to fly to your refwe, (hcmid’ =

any reafon appear to iuppo{% that nee-d

fal. But the filence mxgmng w1tbm, .

‘the room, feemed to fay that he had !
better remain filent without it; and at
Jaft he had the fatisfaction of feeing
Sherland leave you, and go again to

i : his
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imwa givela me 2 frefh Mﬁ,mnce csi ycmr ,,
 dutiful affe@iion for me, in your anxicty|

that I fhould be mformwd of the falle
-and injurious reports m Mé by Sncrl&nd .
.tomy difcredit. Lt 1
Ab, my child, that wrrymh 5 mndu&
,-'.hemc not been lefs detm[’cal’..pe? in-this in-
sftance than in a thoufand others which|
~ have fallen under my ebfewatmn;, per-i
baps even more fo, fince it has }aaﬁsenl
~marked with the moft degmdmg meas~|
-nefs of which human nature is ca:pable l‘
" He has fought to debalt in each others
- eyes, a virtuous and exemplaty daugh-
ter; and a father who I hope has fome
= ¢laims to. be;—;@nﬁdércd;; as 2 refpectable
charafer; and has done thisat a time
when both  were ‘in his pawer whens
.they muft of mceﬂity remain ignorant,
how they were traduced to each other, |
and even if they could have known ;t,{f
were precluded the pt)ﬁibahty of. de{end‘
mg., them! leesa prbab e G
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