














alone to. i:he kmg dmmg“ B,
*terrace, and through that to t‘h H’b
that end of the house. z o

That no master was there to be ,faund dld nﬂt sure
prise him § his books were all Dpe '
pens werg still in the ink, s -
on the table, and Bv elyn, thereforc,.nm& ure of ﬁudv :
ing his friend in the gazden or parl\ to w’fmh he im-

medxatelv bent his steps. i il

But when, after full half an h»aur 5 s»z,arc'n, he Te-
turned from the grounds without havmg seen the trace
of a human creature, much less of the master, his

heart took the alarm ; and, awsare of £ his friend’s ebulli-
tions, in conduct as weil as in feeling, ﬂm‘ugh not sus-
~ piciocus, he began to suspect.

Betaking himself to the ﬁef! of the hm: ary, he rang
hard, in hopes of being smswerefl by his fnen&, Mon-
sieur Dupu=~,. Not even a ?aaquey appeared ; and,
fearing that there might be «:I}ness, he mounted the
stairs to seek Tremaine in his bed-chamber. B’ut 1ot
only the hed-chamber was tenantless, but all was soli-
tary, vacant, and deserted. He cow-aﬂ’i the gﬁl Ty
(aheve & hundred feet long), without me ctu::g a fv*ﬁﬂl;
and, as a last resource, descended to seek in the stame%
for the groom who h.i(l taken his homse, arc!erfgi.f,a
obtain from him the uaﬁ)rmatwm that now seel ‘red

: pam_fuﬁy nercssgsr.,. : :

LA better miurmar.t met Lam on t%se wa«. 3 imﬁ he
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4 t,he sxghi; of his respectable fmenr&,‘.

) e ‘tl’ms attachcd adhc: emt “I st
,m, hﬂpes y*w would have come yesterday, and I was
just gom,_., down to the hall to ask after my poor
master. . :

pés sle, aftm hxm, my good Watsml i What can have
ened ? ?” : .
Ak ymx know br;zst fe. xt was - you; laat
papket th&t bﬁt him off; he was hke wild to us -all
from the time he rccexved xt. .

Here the good woman becama too agitated to pre-
ceed and could only wring hex hands and bemoau
herself, hwa}n, though he kncw her, could not pre-
ventsome alarm in himself; but, concealing it, enquired,
with as much 4'a,lmness as he could muster, where her
master was !

¢ By this time at Bulmont rephed Watson, € gs
he sure you must know from Mr. Dupuis.”

LRk b 1ot ‘seen Dupuis,” said Evelyn, w1m
sprprise. , :
G Thm; nasty Frenchman exclaimed Watson.
A He went to you, as | thought from my master,
‘ }m}wn he mﬁd 1€ to pacl; up all his alotheﬂ :

< All hm doshas 4
: @ - Yes! all! for I asked htm for how inng he was
geu.sz, thmhmg he mlght be enly going to Y. orL;, 5 OT 503
but he said he did not imow when, if ever he should
come b&tﬁ( 2 but Belmont is a vile ylace for hlm‘ Sir,
as you I;,pgw,;@.nd he won't stay th—erg n&ilhE}' for from
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what Dupms saxd I af ard'/he"W}fli
again., ()h‘ who woul have thought i
fortable as we was all gettmg i Ohl dear Si
and Miss Georgy , but, to be sure, T beg 1
—to be sure I am but a servant.” - i

Here the good creature, who was in smcele gnef =
was obliged to stop, though she mmight have gone on
long for any interruption that Evelyn was inclined to
give her. 'He was, indeed, somewhat qmeted from' :
the alarm he had at first experienced; but a long
train of thoughts and feazb, which what she was savm'r
had conjured up to his imagination, occupled him so
much, that he felt no necessity to question her farther
than to ascertain, if possible, the route of }m friend,

He learned that he had gone the first stage towards
Ferrybridge, with his own horses, which had long been
returned, and were to remain with all the stable people
till farther orders. :

Could Watson have told more, 1t is certam she
would net have concealed: it: as certain that she did
all that was cousistent with her own sense of decorum
and respect to her superiors, and for Eve!yn i pmtl—
cular, to gather, if possible, what had pqssed hnr woen
Fremaine and the Evelyn IHall family. That Qomethmg :
critical had happened, she saw, and her mahuou:: :
coadjutor Monsieur Dupuis, had asserted most posi-
tively that Tremaine had offered, and heen refused by
Georgina ; but this she would never believe.. Nay, she
was sure that he had only to offer to be accepted, as
she often said; by the finest lady in the land, The
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vants had bem:dmharged yef: they saw the’ long,
long lose over their heads without receiving the
-;vsmalkst tidmgs from Tremaine himself, 5
What was almost worse, the sinking state of h;q
daugnter, exchuma of the pangs it naturally excited,
‘began to be accompanied with reflections cruel and
hitter o the good heart of Evelyn. For, fum as he
~was to the purpose he thcught right, partbeular]y when
‘connected with his religious duty, he begaii to ques- _
tion whether both himself and Georgina had ot dealt
too hardly by their friend ; and therefor e, whether
-much of the misery, both as to the past and the fum;c,
might not have been avoided. <
; F@rnge him, Heaven, for this | forgwe him, aH the
stoics, and-all the crities of the world!  When he saw
the faded, sunken cheek of such a creature as Georgina
had been, struggling with a serrow tha¥ seemed only
becoming more ‘and more rooted, yet assuming, or
rather striving to assume a smile to please him, which
‘the ghostly paleness of her countenance seemed to
convert into mockery—his heart mirst have been hard
vmdeeé, if it had not qemetxmes suffered itself to be
affected by a Wea.kness of this" sort. Heairen knows it
‘bore its own pun,shmmt along mtﬁ iy = =
- A journey to Belmont itself; bw;Evehu, in order to .
: a.scertam if possikle, whether its mastengere again really
buried there, or what hai been His intentions when he
quitted it, proved wholly q&avaﬂmg - Neither "cofild
the servants, left there in charge, nor any one in ghe
,nelghbumhood nor Dr.-Asgill himsclf, (t‘hg le .
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e 8 TREMAINE,

physxcum who had formerly corresponded with Evelyn
concerning Tremaine,) give the smallest tidings of his *
steps. That he had been there for a week, during
which he had confined himself to the house ; and, at
length, had left the place with post horses, and entirely
‘unattended, was all they could rezla.be, for it was all
they had learned ; and Evelgn returned home to his
- drooping girl, to see her droop still more ; and though
her mind was supponted by her piety, her tender frame
was evidently shalg;n by a struggle too violent for its
strength. , :
Once, and once only, a httlc gleam ecemed to open

upon their melancholy. In Oxford, that beautiful
Athens, where groves and gardens, and towers and
- cathedrals, and consecrated walks by mead or river,
-are mingled in delight ; where contemplation at leisure
prunes her wings, philosophy revels, ambition prepares
itself for its career, or retreats after being satiated ;
‘in short, in that fairy land of genius and instruetion, so
full of all interests, whether of elegant taste or learned
lore, Tivelyn, in very fondness for the nursing mother
of his mind, had kept up.an occasional correspondence,
(if so a letter in a t\veixzenmnth could be called,) with
one or two of its resident members. One of them, a
M. Davenport, full fifteen months after Tremaine’s
ﬂigh‘t, wrote to him as follows :

“ I think I never mentioned to you your neighbour
Squire, Mr. Tremaine, who you once said had so inter-
ested and enlivened your old northern hall, Interested



“he may, but T should ﬂiﬁk he Tever could have enti-
vened it. Atle stWe are alls puﬁz}ed about hxm he{e,
considering his station in the world, the busy hours of
“his former llfe ‘and his former distinction both public
and pnvate Here, to be as little d1stmgmshed as
‘possible, to'be buried in the sxlence of his rooms, xm—
mersed inn no ‘one knows What studies (for wnth searce .
any one does he converse), in short, to be a College
~machme, seems to be the changed Tot of this once
bﬁlhant and conspicuous character. You never told
me of his coming, and we are all strangers to him
except the Premdent whom alone he visits, and with
whom alone he converses. To us Fellows he is civil
enough but in his cmhty he is most melancholy. He
reads and walks a great deal, but always alone, and
the latter clueﬁy at night. No evening but sees him
for an hour, or perhaps two, in Addison’s Walk,
from which he alwa)s retires if any one invade
him; which T must say o one is disposed to do: for,
conalder}ug his rank, fortune, connectxons, and pre-
sent vacuity, we k)ok upon him as httle ‘more than

an 1llu$trxous mope ‘

Evelyn almost let fall this létter when it first came

to hand. To read this account of hls frlend hath

surprised and distressed him ; but to hear or aim at

all was ovelpowenng, and from such a place most

unlooked-for.  Yet to hear was a sort of pleasure of

itself, though mmgled with regrﬂt that he should have

ieft them so long without intelligence. It was evident,
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the fact of h1s retreat ami the cause Qf "
Two moments sufficed to take his resolution What to
~do—two days to carry it into effect; for it was no
longer a time that Kvelyn took 0 set out fm “‘hfm"d
' ‘in search of his unhappy friend. L
Durmg the first days of his absence tha :
Georgina may be easily conceived. The nat ai buﬂy—
ancy of her mind permitted it to be somewhat raised
from that dull and listless weariness of spirit which
had taken the place of her charming vna,mt‘y Her
lovely beauty seemed almost ta tewive, and & real rose
“nearly took place of the hectic on her cheek, She
counted the hours to the first post from Oxford, and
the seal of her letter was broken in an agony of
mingled emotior. Inte what did it subside, if it could
be said to subside, when she read that the object of
her father’s search was not to be found: having, he
said, withdrawn himself from Osford the very day after
the date of Mr, Davenport’s letter. He had by chance
seen this letter in Davenport’s hands, and was asto-
nished to find, upon questioning him, that he was

the Doctor’s old acquamt’mce and, occaawnal cor-—.
respondent,. :

Why Tremaine had withdrawn, neither Davenpoﬁ
nor the President of the College, (to the last of whom
he had merely signified his intention), cmﬁd ever.
guess, much less tell,

From the President, however, Eve]yn was ahle before
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@ Little smﬂ th ]
with any one else. Our for
 the turn of his studies, mge
~ little opinion he was ple’med :
I might be able to assist his objects, mduced hlm
do me the honour of -opening himself to me in a yery
small degree, when with others he was as sxient as the'
night walks he was so fond of.”

“ May'I ask those objeets ? 2 said Evelyn.

“ I have miscalled them,” answered the President

1 should rather have s;ud the sub']ects he WE&S
upon.” e
¢ And what were they continued Hvelyn.

¢ Metaphysics, and those of the deepest kmd* all
the high genera; the keenest subfilties of scepbmmm :

Spinozism, Hobbes, and Des Cartes.”

 You make me tremble!” said Evelyn— I weu](d
rather it had been the bible, Newtun, and Clarke,”

% They were by no means wanting,” continued the
President; * and the avidity with thh all were pur-
sued, was more like that of a keen student about to
take his degree in divinity, than a man se entirely of
the world ; for such he certainly was, however, from

1 know nnt what cause, he imvht be enamoured uf
Ietreat -

“ Did he assign no eauqu > asked E velpl. , :
“ He opened himself as self. very 1the, or rather
ot at all,” observed the President ; “ and it was
ot for me to ask his confidence. Yet it was evident
ﬂlere was something in his mind, more than mere

‘é.
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turning his thanks for y
civilities as a friend.”
It was with grief, but ill dis
forced, from this mnvelwtmn, to give u 1
- the " discoveries he had Lndﬂavoured to make, ! :
-~ thing only appeared that\Trem'um, wha;tever rmght ‘
have induced him to fly even the mmmm}est inter-
course with the friends who had once so abserbed
him, was deeply and sincerely plunged in those sub-
jects on which they had se cruelly differed 5 and if
his object, as the good President said, was truth, he
could not, as Evelvn hoped, lnnv :eam it demm%
stration, :

iy

This gilded a htt]c, though but a htﬂeg the g]@om
with which he took leave of his Coﬂege anendb,-'fmm
~whom he Lareful}v concealed the real intention of his
wisit, which passed for ene of mere interest about the
- place he had always so much loved. He took London
-in his wav back, on the thankless creand of i imquiring
at Tzemame s banker’s, after that unfortunate friend j—
thankless, because nothing could he elicit from the
real or well-feigned ignorance of the cautious persons
of whom he made the inquiry, ,
This overthrow to all hope, after it had been so :
excited, only made the situation both of father and ‘
daughter worse than it had been befove. ‘
- That lovely flower again hung its head, under fhe ‘
very hand that endeavoured, with um'e*mtzmg affec-
tion, to prop and protect it. Health seemed for ever
gone ; the little medical aid that had been used, was

ks






| though Dut to dle, much leqs ‘to en

Lord A. (who, it may be rnmembemd
‘him,) and of a hundred other miniot
‘who have their reward in this lee,?

‘The chariot wheels of Lardx and Lady ‘41;.
Clair, of Mrs: Newile, of Tremaine’s “political friend,
, had deserted
‘of splendour,
drove not one inch

the slower than 'their usual: pace, because Geongma"‘

might be dying of a broken heart, or Tremaine perish-

ing by inches, wherever he n’iight‘bé ; the one in the

cause of Heaven, the other of honour. No'! like Mac-
beth, they were content to find the ¢ Be all, and ther

Fnd all, here:’ and, ‘promc.ed "h i were brﬂhant,
¢ they jumpt the Kife tocenie) o E s

It was not, therefore, among such as these, that
either BEvelyn could seek, or Georgina obtain, that di-

version for thoughts ill at esse, or remedy for health
undermined, which both of them so decdbd. Vet -

somethmg there was to both, in the little excitements
occasioned by a change of place, which no heart, how-
ever monotonously disposed, but sometimes feels.

This was not, however, in the towns they had visited.

To Georgina, and Evelyn: too, in their present state, .
London seemed one vast vacmty = and Pans a bummg -

dream.

It was at the gate of a cot tage garden in the Or-

leannms, in one of the softest evenings ever known in

France, that a graceful little French girl, with brown,

but'well turned ‘{;ands,‘-i preseated a searcely browner -
; "



Gﬁqrgma, and thxs little
wive and e’ueztlée, and was
v ¥, in a jacket and short jupe,
shmvvmg the most charmmg symmetry at -every turn;
‘and the simple rose wifh which she had decked her
“dark hair, just where it parted ‘Madona-like, across her
oval polished forehead, was so tastefully disposed ; and
moreover she curtseyed her thanks so prettily for the
little piece of silver bestowed upon her for the milk and
bread she bhad supplied ; she was so humble, yet so
proud withal, to have done any thing for so sweet a
lady— Mademoiselle est si douce, et si malade,” said
the little French girl ; all this, together with the scene
around, excited more interest in Georgina than any
thing she had met with since she left Yorkshire.

It was, indeed, a scene to do the heart good, espe-
cially if it wanted soothing. For net only was the air
alone, in that soft climate, and softest of evenings, a

: 1u§mry sufficient for the most sickly sense, but the cot-
tage garden, at the gate of which the poor exhausted
Georgina had stopped, was a hlaze of flowers, display-
ing such colours, and emitt,ing such scents, as we
poor islanders, with all our ruralities, are condemned
never to know. Then, again, in a large stack-yard, only
~ just across the garden, the fragrant process of building
several h_ayriéksWas going on. These were supplied -
by a suceession of carts, drawn by oxen, from the plain
of Orleans, which lay but a short distance off. The
venerable pile of its cathedral could indeed be distinctly
seen in the distance, and its curfew heard, as if warn-









‘coach stopt to water or chang
always the resource of the inn
This liberty was so pleasing to at the proxi-
mity even of friends could not tempt him to interrupt
it; and he is known to have passed two whole days at
the gate of a park belonging to a very old acquaintance,
‘without the owner of it ever knowing he had been there.
Many of his notes, with which his bmi%wwere plen-
teously interlined, were "dafed»fro‘m'the‘,syéjoﬁ;tl of th W
places; which, 'to be sure, 'did“‘fiot;iﬁaﬁw:;._y"svsbérn"'A -
genial to the subjects revolved. Some of the de_epéét
points in Adam Smith were dated from a goatherd’s
cottage on the Alps; and a Cammentary on Colliber’s
Treatise on the Soul was signed from the Stag and
Hounds in Windsor Forest. - : : . -
And vet, I have often heard him say, . that Sox{i’e— of
his purest enjoyments were the fruit of these temporary
deviatidns,which-z-{ ere generally much more agreeable
to the master than to his unsentimental servant. :
“ You will lose ten hours if you stay here, Bir, e
said his groom onee to- him, 'wh,e:waé in alarm at his
only eyeing the sign of the Royal Oak, hanging half

‘way up a hill; embosomed in wood., e
* But T shall gain ten years of existence,” replied
Livelyn, © 50 put up the horses.” e
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mmt thh him, and mmgled‘ itself, though tacitly, with
every feeling that guided Ium, and every word he ut-
¥ tered. 'To restore Tx:emame and Georgma to ‘one

gree, da_ngerou == v
 Onthe ﬁrstdav, therefore, he dxd aﬂrhe eoul& to evade
~ Tremaine’s ardent wish to wait ‘upon Georgina ; and
the state of her health furnished him with but too good
*a reason to prevail. On the second, having resolved
to go to Orleans to provzde for the;r various little
wants, he insisted upon his friend’s doing the honours
of the city, with which he was well acquainted. >
‘Behold them, then, embarked in one of the country
boats, with a lattice sail, laden with crockery and
“wine jars, .and ghdmg along that sparkling river,
~ winding in beautiful reaches above three miles through
 the fertile plain up to the verv cztv, Inxuriant meadows
on each side filled with people ; the little hills rising
suddenly and crowned with pretty villas belongmg w0
the bons bourgzcis of the town, with now and then a
. ‘Chatean de Scigneur, like Mount St. Jules: ; the
opemug streets and churches as you approach the
mouldering but picturesque walls; sl this, _together
with the equable, cheerful meotion of the boat,, the
bells of the horses, and songs of the conductors in
the towing path, would have made Evelyn, and
Tz emax{l‘e too, as happy as sense cou]d have made
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mame—-—- and xf I héwa ncw ne ;uloﬁ, (uniesa
":ilyourself) it is only because those I have followed hgw

- proved unequal to wh': they have' underzmken. S
o % My dear fmn@
- followed ?” . ey o

Tremaine hesitated;.|  * at 1ength obsemfed, iR l
mean not any ene in particular; but with & ‘mind -
teeming with objections, wher I came to consult lﬂ\emg
none could nge me the satisfietion 1 required.”

¢ Perhaps you req_uu'ed toomuch;”’ said Eveivm

8 | thmk not,” answered Tremaine~—* I reqmmd
only truth, ' R ‘ :

« What is truth ?”-—Iemmrked Evelyn, " was onee
asked with fearful ¢ : iosity. if not with revermce, un
a mueh more awful ace ion,=—tte, at least, will not be
80 cruelly and criminally incifferent to it nfterwards,

s he. who asked it, proved fobe.” . .

You mean Pilate.” S

 de; and we will not with him, wa@h our hcmd&,
'anﬁ by that act think we may leave the chrld 0 its
Boypors.’ v v it = il et

“ But even Pﬂate, I‘Q]Oﬂ]&tl Tremmne ' “.«WE@_
MWQS..‘....”’_' g

“ He cared not to enguire,” m&erru*pi&ed EVE!}W i
£ truth came not of its own aceord; and fm\dmg it
vtmublesome to pursue it, he plinged into sin and
blood, from mere indolency and weakness of cha-



















‘poets and phx!osophers ? W’ho ever mted it

ever knew that any one was carried to it, mmh lesg 1
turned from it, or was brought to judgment ;
tribunals ?  Who ever saw or felt either ]
Hell ?—But s, like children in the dark, we ganémﬂy
fear what we are uncertain about, and this fear is at
least a conwenient instrument for our nurses, ami?'afte
wards for our governors, can I think that sentiment
either very foolish or very impious, which has eaused
so much alt.ercatwn on hoth sides—

# Primus in orhe Deos facit vimor* 2 2 %

% Let us take you up upon your own supposition,”
answered Eveh'n, “ and see, pmctxcally td What‘ this
would amount.”

¢ 1 desire nothing better, sa!d Tfem'une. ?

€ Suppose a ship were periodicaily to ar tive from
some far off and unknown caintry; ; that a band of
armed men should land from. it without oppositions
should call upon all the chiefs and ralers of the place,
and; like the famous Cretan ship of old, should de~
mand from them.a certain number of vxctxms, which
should be ohediently supplied to them; suppose the |
armed men themselves should point out these vietims,

# It was fear that frst pmiﬁceﬁ Gaod,



Py, thn ﬁmment mfamt or tha blnoi’nmg pride 5
. and althoigh the most bitter grief and lamentation -
pmms*ed ‘every: bodv, no one had ‘ever the th;mght, “
-much less the power, of resisting the demanid ; on the
couirazvy, ‘that all should submit to it in’ s@eut awe.
Suppase, farther, that these mtlms, once embarked,
weré never known to return, so'that every onc was
utterly ignorant of their fate; but that the ship regu-
rly i‘eturhé'd : fcr in'ore, until all th‘e mhabtta'msf of the

tefWE;t the same fate.” T e

5 Your supposition is awful enough cried' 'Tre—
maine ; ““and it is evident that by your ship you mean
death.” -

“1 do,” said ﬁ;velyn 5  and I ask you, or any think-
ing man, whether you could possibly behold this regular
arrival aud regular departure with indifference 3

1 could not,” answered Tremaine.

€] ‘ask you farther,” continued Ewvelyn, *“whether
you could possibly refrain from wondering whence this
ship came, or whither she “eturned ? Orif any thought-
Jess, or even thoughtful man were to say she came
from no place, and returned to no place; and because
you could not tell what became of the victims, that
therefore nothing became of them’; would y satis-

fied with this, and set ‘the whole matter at rest, as if
the ship had never come, or never would come again ? "’
1 should not,” replied Tremaine.










,. sufﬁcxentlj refutes the chaxge that t ‘ ‘_‘ Mustrati
is fallacmus. ;

it rests? 1tse1f upon the absolute dtm
senses j whxle yours 1s. conjecture only.
~ ture, mine ‘can never be subject; its mﬂtenal nature, i
“oneness, (if T may 50 call it,) protects it from that.”
- & Be not too sure,” ohserved Evely n, pomfedly
Tremaine leoked surprised. . .
¢ | have said,” continued his fmend L y’c%urs“W’as'
the fallacious picture; and it is so in thxs,—-—that you
assume, in respect to the clockwork you have sup-
posed, that the whole of it is matevial, and obvious to
sense, as you have charged me with havmg supposed
the soul.” :

“ Andisit not so ? -

“ No! for you forgot the most zmport'mt part o of 1t,,
the primum mobile that sets it gomg

“ Not so,” answered Tremaine, with ea«remnss. _"}‘ I
know that it goes not of itself, and must have a wmg;hl;,
or spxm or some great mednnwaﬂ powei, to gwe 11;_
its impetus; but all this expenenceq the same palpable
destruction with the rest of the machine.”

“ Ave ; but what gives impetus to the mechanical
power itself? ” asked Evelyn, folding his arms, and
fixing his eyes in serutiny upon his friend.. Tremame
: .hesmated :



















































TREMATNE, e

it 1ere would be ten thousand millions of
conseiousnesses, each thinking that it saw the whole
tree, and so there would be ten thousand millions cf
oaks in the mind; or, each of these atoms would be
conscious of seeing only a particular minute part of
the tree, and could not, by possibility, see the whole. ..
Yet the whole is scen, as a whole! No consciousness -
of & division. lask, how this can be? how each atom
can ¢omn_1unica’ie its consciousness to the other, so as
that all these minute.conscioﬁsncs”ées‘ can c.oaleécg nte
one great consciousness ; as the particles of that water
coalesce into one great mirrer 2 i = ; =
- % You have forestalled me,” said Tremaine, “ for
I was going to observe this might be the very mode of
»‘a,g:c'dunting for your question. You perceive that in a
mirror, ten thousand millions of most minute particles
seem all to flow iato one another, though each reflect
separately only its own part of the whole object seen.
‘May it not so be wih e partiyclesner atoms thaé»;om’-
pose the whole whic.hf wé call conscionsness ?”
“dtis, a% least, an ingenious illustration,” said Eve-
Tyn, *but the nature of the thing to be illustrated -
proves that it cannot apply.  For I suppose you will
~allow that in consciousness, the knowledge of which
we are conscious, is diffused throughout the constious
power, in one entire, irrefragable, or, as 1 have called
it, indiscerptible effect. Every part of this power,
(supposing there to be parts,) is conscious of the whole
effect, and not a propertionable part of it. There 18 no
division of the thought, whatever it may be ; but you
Eo




ire’i‘ected by th
reﬁected no longer,

sciousness, thh is ﬂ‘t"‘:s.pable Of separatmn, aﬁd '
Je all or nothing.”

“Yet my idea of the eak iy be separdﬁed m%se as
many parts of ideas, as there are p'zrts o the ﬁak’
said Tremaine. ;

“ This is too like the flix
Tvelyn. “ A mind so 'aétﬁie
descend to be"sd"‘-hlinded JIf’
meht = o - -
- T see,” eried Tremmne, “you wguld say that every .
“idea, though only a part of the tree, is still in itself 0

 perfect idea; in other words that there can,in the mné
be no such thmg asa pprtobanaden - U o

“ Bxactly so,” said Bvelyn, {' s i H

“ Bear with me, however, again, as to the dmwxbﬂn:y
of consciousness,” continued Tremaine, * Behold that
‘seat (and he pointed through the window to the ga.md.en),

£ Olercaniopied wgth lusemus woodhine.”

‘y V@izmre, rego"'*ed
yarrs must xﬂt.gﬂnr
“/Qu wﬂ__l sreﬂect‘:a‘ mm







- u will, Thus Irepeat, 108
ﬁgme only end in figure ; magnitude
tude ; mﬂtmu in motion; colour in colour
cally e infers, that no compos |
duce a new power, speei ifically dsﬁ'erent. i eaial
% What is his proof ?”’ asked Tremaine. .«
% Or-!y thac an effect would be pmduced thhaut a
cause,” answer ed Evelyn. , 7
€ 1 confess,” said Tremaine, c §'ou have consxdéred E
this matter more deenly than |} L e
% 1t has heen my business so to do, “ answered ,
Evelyn ; “ but if these things make you pause on the
Immater:ahty of thought, more than you expected,
what will you say to the demonstrable proof that there
may, nay, that there must he such 11ﬁ15&&t9§'1&hby e
“ 1 would catehat it eagerly,” eried Tremaine,
% Vou beheve in o God, th ﬂl\el and.gove_,ztnoriicilw —
-ihe world?” said Evelyn. ‘ i
€ T all ‘;n(,enty of heart 1 do, answered Trr‘ma.me.,

¢ If he made the world, it is yo be suupu:scd hie
phm'leé i ' :

% Certainly ” ” .
~ “ If he planned it, he miust h.,we 1magmed it E’rel{'ore-s "
hand.” _ , : ' |
= Agreed e — I
“ Why then there is mznd thhouf matter, unless

you suppose that matter either planned or made ltse]ﬂ -
‘Tremaine again faultered,




Hful, £ n’ wonderful Author of na.ture,
real?”"" —Een b

¢ I suppose n =
‘«'“::.Suppose no’t’ Do you not feel sure5 T
- % 1 think I do,” said Trémame. -~ =

w Why then, we ‘have herea demonstra’cwn, or what
is tantamount to it, that there 1s such 2 thing as spirit
distinet from ma‘fter : Spirit all powerful, and all su-
perior, hecause the very C: eator c.x.{’ mie; ﬁf matter
el f e sty -

¥ This, pemaps, ma} be the truth,” $aid 'Zl"l'Pmamee

%6 Tt {5 also, ‘theny trae,” continued Dvelyn, % that it
must think, for it plans! wills, ”for it p&rforms‘ be
conscious, for it knows 1”7 :

“ Tnthe Aimwhty, ves 1 eried T remaine.

% Yet you have never seen this great and_ awful
'Epmt pursued Tvelyn- “nor will you Pontend that
body is necessar

¢ Assuredlus ‘ : Sl i

% If, then 1d elothe himself with body,” said
Bvelyn,  or mis fiimself in matter, in some mysterious
way, though 1 own it is above my Lomplehensmn i

¢ What then ?” asked Tremaine, :

% Why then he might subtract himself from it
again, and remain the same spirit, tnough the matter_
with which he was clothed crumbled to pieces.’

¢ 1f the first supposition is possﬂ)le, said T lemalne, :
¥ the other follows as a necessaly consequence

Y.

] desire all dqubters to ponder tlns again, agam, a(udﬁﬁgam.



Almwhty, 1t s ergie Qﬁ f::hat !
disunited from mat,ter mﬁhﬁ
‘the form of the matt,en
s.troved. GEagis e
“ Yet how can such aﬁ wmion ﬁm@t
Tremaine.
¢ 1 know not * canswered his fmeud -
neeessary forsary point that I should.. lt is: s};ﬁ”ament
to impress, that. spirit. 1is Jeally a wbgmﬁmg; ﬁymw an
other words, a distinct substance of itsclf, whather
with or without body, which I hold to be a great and
decisive step towards the proaf that it dogs actually
subsist in union with our bcdy e e
¢ The second step, or that g(,wal'umgn,.xs the mﬁﬁt |
impertant,” said Tlemalne fow aze we to comeat
a knewledge of it ¢’
“ By its effects : and .in thi
know of matter itself,” ' i
“ The difference, how':veern is too. qcmslbl‘ 51'5;1{{13%,;
said Tremaine,  not to throw all iuto doubt us to
one ; while the other is certain and palpabl w;mur \
e.vcryaense. 1 see .thp e beautxful heavgns, i he‘a |

‘uz;gra.s.-;;:?—‘f? .;:a;@kgd‘ {

~aaH &hﬁi we

of I 2m not even in: t}u= least *ncquamt&*d_l L
% This is Belmgbroke, with hx:, iaheﬂomena,‘ f?g&!dv
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o ith @ it lﬂlmme ﬁ.mthl@ : 'E‘orn
- warmly deami € 'wrf:, as kpg' 2118 W

. modes of matter ;
! .@'slafml‘dv;[}ﬁ %@

assential fie matter, whnw snh tzmw we are mL a w&ut
Ul beiter acqmwtmd 'mth, because b our: cvea and

neses.” ! :
“ What usedo ymx m&ke of this?’ ’T%ﬁﬁke& Tremaine.
% Why, that we -may‘imm% spirit, exactly in the same
' way aswelknow matter, that is, dn its modes and its ac-
widents,” isaid Evelyn s ““forwe feel that wehave some-
- hing wishin us which understands, wills, and judges.
Ve chuse and refuse, and have mental and perceptible,
though invicible reason for both. Tereis evena mental
 " happiness derivedfrom the conemplation of the fitness
of things, €hat is, of matf, whi ,ailmmt'eqnﬁiq‘ your
heavens, your birds, and your pexffnmm. Nay, T am a
~itraiter to plittosopky in hesitating: for a moment, under
the ‘ille cebre of this sweet plece, to prefer it, as
il wise men must, to every thing sensual and material,
b least, I might ask, with oid Stherleek, * Who ever
mvas admired or vespected for eating md‘ drinling
Ciwvell, or carrying luxury to its height ¥ If any one
© doubt, let him compare Aplcms or Heliogabalus with
Boevates. There is even & sort of respect about the
filthy cloak of old Diogenes himself, such is the natural
elevation of wmdom, or mind, above semmahty or
amatter.




8

e

maste p&ﬂts whzch have charmed and govemeéftne_; '
world from its creamOn, and will continue to do 5o,
spite of the defects or de('av of patler—s = .=

¢ Blind Thamyris, and blind Mmomdes, = :
And Phineus and Tiresias, pmphets it ot

% In short, let me hut oppose Homer and ‘s‘xak-w"
speare to your man of clay, hefore heis warmed b} hig.
Promethean fire, and 1 thmk Jupiter himself lmg‘x have
excused the theft of the ﬁre, not merely from its neces-
~ sity, but its beautiful and dazzling effects 17 ‘

I'remaine smiled at this @mn burat then graveh,
returning to the subjeet, You have uttered things,”
said he, * richly worth considering, and which [ pro-
mise you to consider ; meantime, there is one question
which to =y mind no one has ever satisfactorily an-
swered, or scarcely wven attempted to answer ; I mean
the co-eternity, if I omy so say, of matter with spirit.
It has been sensibly asked, maynot master have existed
from all eternity, and only been put into the order it at
present wears by the eternal mind that informs it ¥’

 This is Spinozism, or little better,” said Hvelyn,

“ and von would soon fall into the full error of that
Jew and his masters, that God is the soul, not the.
creator of the world. But when you say nob,ody ha‘s\“
answered this pote:*t: qu"shon do you not forget
Locke ?”

“ At this moment I am not aware of his opunom
said Tremaine. ‘

“ He reasons thus on this very questxou 7 replied
the Doctor. ¢ Matter is eternal. Why? DBecause you

: = e

H






Trem&neg 5
sensation, all pﬁrcepmm, :
brain that every thing is in
cated; and in the brain we feel and |
of the communication. In );m‘rt we d@ ok
our hands or feet.” _
“ Agreed!” cried Evelyn. - i@
¢ Moreover, it is in pmportwn 0 th
to the fineness of our mes, purauﬁd Tre.;
we arc wise and refuied.” o = =
“ But mot goed, kmd, pious, or. gentle S observed
EBvelyn. : .
TS enough for me” sasd Tremmﬂ, £L thart the
shape and size of the brain, in. short the attrib s of
matter, influence the properties of the soul, and the
nature of thought to feel assured that {:hkv st
themsclves be material. Where the braia is hwt, "uhe :
understanding is gone, thou@h life vemains : and. even
your favourite Being and ally, consciousness, may be
anmhxlated by the destruction of a portion, & very i
small portion indeed of human master. Are Epicuras

S
and Lucretius then indeed such fools in summhm@
that the soul is material ? and how is this. :
cileable with your argument: fmm cousccwuam “”h'Ch |
I own much impressed me '

“ The diffieulty” observed. E,vely.n, e e 1mi 4“@“’@
‘and has been completely. refused by 8. kalEdge of




e



—.V:thml\mg :
ago? Kiy ﬂe':, '-“and blomi‘, :
skm are, I knaw ﬂf}"‘ f:he same' :

..4...

it aiwavs MAS e Ehe i
“ And mray it not be so?” a.sked J‘remmne. '
% So far from it” replied Evelyn, ¢ thit of all the 7
changes the body undergoes, the brain is proved to
experience the most frequent, and the greatest; so
much 80, that the animal spirits which belong to'it,
and in which resides the verv guintessence of that fine
subtle matter, the flos Bacchi of your Lucretius, (in
short, the soul you have supposed,) are demonstrated
by anatomists ¢ flow through this brain, and return to
the heart, and the hram 1t~eif is also dsssolned onee
inn every forty-sight %'011
I confess to you,” d.howed Tremainé; « this i's
yery important.”’ R
¥t is to me decisive,” said Evelyn : ¢ for what, let
me ask, becomes of memory, as well as consciousness?
Memory | that storehouse in which all our fsjrég‘enf‘:;
:knowiedge is laid up for use, as it may be reque{i, ﬂg
endless variety, and bmmdieﬂs amphtude? The at-
gument of the materialists upon memory itself, I own
I never could comprehend. Nor has the question ever
been answered, or searcely at’lempted to he answered,
® Where our uleas are’ depr)slted when actuaﬂy not



: presg}w P

e d) for all that a man of learning or wisdom, or a

mere old man that has seen the world, knows, forgets,
and recovers? Behold the volumes of seience, history,

ﬂlaw, mventmns '——All are used, laid ﬁéldf‘, and

5 by ne man, as oceasion may require.
'Seme 1deas may have slept for half a century, yet
come out :agam,_ fresh and green as when first con-
ceived. « We are told that association awakens them ;
but where did they sleep ? Ts this lightly to be got
over by a gratuitous supposition, neither proved nor
proveable, that it is the result of some mechanism of
the brain which noboay even pretends to understand,
much less explain? I ask if this palpabie, taugible,
natural, and everlasting difficulty, is to be answered

ils? How ns/.irhemrw room, (113 has Justly been

-

by the meré gratuitous supposition of what is not even .

an hypothesis, (suppoited, or attempted to be sup-
ported) that there is an asserted oceult quality in the
-brain ; in the same manner as, in the days of darkness;
before the dawning of science, a thousand other occult
quslities formerly supplied reasons for all phenomena
that could not be explained ?” ; ;

- Tremaine was a little overpowered, and not the

: ,lesq s0 when Eve!yn asked him pointedly, whether, and -

how, he ever knew memory accounted fm‘ “on  the

- mechanical pnncxplgs s whether he could,account.‘for
it himself ?
He owned he could not, but supposed 1t a prPElty
of the brain, because it resided there,









: the Dqgmré
“1 am myself in many wtspecth worse than a :
which is, it should seem, mcapa,ble of sin,”

i Your 1nference 2

‘)}

must it not he 1mmorta
“ I know not the nature of |4 msnct s mmd 1f mmd
it can be called,” amverecpEvelvn. —
< Well, then, or the most reasoning of brutes, t,h(:-
elephant; or the most friendly, the Jog = ,
“ We know not even their mmds in suﬁiment accu-
racy. But though I should agree with you, that the
arguments we have discussad applied equally to them
as to us, Isee not the absurdity, I mean loglcal, gross,
and eléaely proved absurditv, in the supposition of
their immortality, that should make us doubt the argu-
ment for our own. Even if you will have it that the '
must be immortal (which I confess does not trouble E
there is nothing to prevent the exertion of that will and
power, which can, (but which alone can) overcome
the conaequenees of all 1 have been endeavourmg m
prove.” :
 Nay! this is absolute pamdox," sald Txemame- .







“1 say we know notlnng with precision en
concerning the ‘Teasoning faculty of utes,
at all enter into the argument comcernin,

But even if we d1d a difficul
~ obscure cannot pDSSiF
d,u'ect and alear =

go back to my shxp. 1 have, however, hﬂk mmﬁ tQ
- do with her, since all this dzgreswn ‘has ‘been 1
1o defend my 1llustrat10n agamst yw asserti

\ 77.









: end "f hfe, and
) 11 it dlffel;—
ent from the ,mgs. As nature never acts in vam, i

uld ask to 'hat pgsszble end ean | '

' Who that ever camula,trud at all upon hxs ~
ife and summed up the account between his deeds
and. hxs consc nce, would even take this trouble in thl_. =
Jast ‘moment when it could posublyia&all—when a
_ sponge was, in fact, at hand to rub out the whole score?
And how many would a feel thus indifferent,

¢ But that the dreac

netling after death,
Puzzles the will} G

e I own, my dear fnend = sald Tremdme, “ you have
‘much enlightened me—much won me over to my owns
wishes on this subject; yet how account for those in-
stances of what is called dying hard, which many male-
: factors have exhibited after the worst spent. lives, if
‘t‘onscxence is any thmg towards the pmof of a future

dated? o

 Ishould be g]ad to have the fact ascertmned " said
E'velvn. €0t 38 howeyer, ,tpo cer ﬁqm"there -are some

ma,tances of it ' i
' “Bo there are of the most horrid acts of depramty
~against nature—of the most outrageous blasphemies
. and rebellion. . Thelr causes are eglegxous, “besotted





















trai"y I have wﬂhnglv laughed w1th hxm, in }'HS Centes,:-
as well as wept with him in his Tragedies; his ease and
elegance, on almost whatever: subject he handles, delight -
me; but I am equally moved, not merely with deﬂtesta-f :
‘tion at his i impiety, but with wonder at the emptw m=
pudenes with which he attempts to supportit. - Hume
had some learning ; Bolingbroke, at least, borrowed
some ; Epicurus made a great sect; and Cicero every=
Whe'e keeps the mind on the stretch ; but for this wit
of yours, if he had writtersiothing’ else, I should have
only thought him a fool.” = ' = -

“ Can you blame me, however,” eaid Tremmnp :

“ you, who own his wit, for paying tnbute to it when I
findit? ” : ;

“ By no means,” answered Hvelyn; “but T dcnythe :
wit which presumes to prepare us for laughing, by
impesing upon us what we know to be false s ; and Tam
at a loss to understand how a man of judgment can be' -

dazz led by sophisms so glaring, and, thercfore, o con-
temptible, that I know not which to wonder at mast%”'
 their idiotey, or their impudenges” i = oF & i 0
“To what do you pmrucularly apply this seventy’ i
asked Tremaine. 2
“ Possibly to what you may have thought m@st








































: power
bung necessary, farther thzm the coriginal Tay which
govern our actions. Bur 1 repeat to you, Iwould glve

the wotld to think as'you do.”” =« + s
+¢¢ Tell'me, my fnend * said Lvelyn, “was that your
opinion when this horror was' 1rq,sh Hn YORt cilies
I mean half an hour ago B e
© “Perhaps nut, exactly,” > answered Tremame: -
e are on the brink of destructmn, and see no huﬁ
~man chance of dehvelam,e, yet are delivered, we not
‘unnaturally think the aid comes from an unseen power, .
Ne ertheless, the impression is merely mechamcal and
mo*mentary 5 it cannot stand the probe of reason.”
% You' are no doubt, then,”” returned: Evelyn, ¢ pre»
pared to ‘tell: me, why it should be thus mechanical,
when so absolutely false in its tendency ; thatis, vhy
the nnchme, as you call it, should be endowed with so
very strong, and yet so very useless a feeling | - Ma- -
chines that are the work of human h:mds, are not; in
general, pr ovided with ev])enswe and elaborate con-
 trivances; that lead absolutely to nothing ! Why, then,
should it be so with machines beyond all human power
0 1m1tate, and made by an Artlst who never acts in
vain ? : : ~ :
& ] perceive we ate embaxked in our sub;ect said
Tremaine. + < As to your question; T imagine it is not
true thiat we are so endowed with this {eeling, as you
VoL, 1L G =




5 :“‘Agd = < If a weakness,
mdof onrnature,hovrcamew tobem@wed w;th,_'

ikuow not,” sa.td hid ﬁ:end. s hwl: itis ‘most
true, that amidst a thousand wants, and uncermmea-, 3
und unaccoutable fears, both for the present and
_the future, nothing js so comforting as to helieve we
have a fnend close at our side 5 and, thertfores we -
- beliay it. Are we not all prone to believe what we
wish ? do we not believe it > and yet, are we not too
often wrong?” =

“That,” said Evelm, % ust depend upon the. par-
ticular constitution of the party. You Suppose a sait-
guine man j I may suppose a melancholy one. Yours
is buoyanthth hope ; mine, sunk in despair. There
are as many; perhaps, of the one as the other; this,
therefore, does not make out your supposition, that the
feelinglpfocéeded from mere weakness. But, even
though a weakness, you allow it is a natural one? ”

“1 do,” said Tremaine.

-““Then let me ask you, if ever you knew a namral
feehng implanted in vain? any one totally useless to
one’s self, or one’s kind ; in short, so useless, that
human nature could go on just as well Wxthont, as
with it? _ ;

Tremame hesitated, and Evelyn proceeded 3

“ Take the strong affections; for example, love,
friendship, pity, gratitude, admiration at what we call




effort ‘to suec,(mr, héip, .s.dd cumfort tfmse who‘ are
afflicted. These, you will say, are all mechanical 3
but can reason say they.are false,rm that they‘ ead to
fulsehood ¢ Btill less can it'say, that they are useless 3
and if not, that they proceed from unnecessary weak-n
ness, which ought, therefore, to be conquered ?” w0

7% What you have enumefatéd,"*&hd probably, even
this very Wealness,” said Tremaine, “niay not be use-
less, and’1 have atlowed they are fiot unnatural.” :

{4 Then being natural, ar even, if you please, mecka— =
nical, there was at least a reason for their mechamsm,’
they were not created for nothing ; anl we m'-c} con-
fide in their dm’bates, as true dictates.”

] see your aim,’” said Tremaine.

- % You see the truth,” continued Evelyn “for agam
-1 ask, ‘can we aclmow]edge all these feelings to be for
some good end, and ap’rmcrmg from some substantive
fact,—a rule, as it were, belonging to our emstence, :
(for such must all natural feelings be,) and yet state
that all is Weakness, blmdness, useleSSness, though all

is natare ; :

% Recollect our friend Locke,” contmued Bvelyn,
% 3 man who certamly was not a person to jump to a
coniclusion.  He tells vou in terms, that though God
has given us no © innate ideas of ‘himself, though he
has stamped no original characters in our minds,
wherein we may read his being, yet he hath not left
us without witness, since we have sense, perceptmn,

G 2



e

as long as we carm J our selwv about wzth na 72
Ty a remarkable expussmn, ! said Tremaine
Evelyn proceeded “ He goes on, 1 think, even to
, state, that the procf from reason is equal‘ to math
~matical certainty ; yet that the one, no more than' the
other,. can he discovered without regular de&ﬂetm’ms‘
from some part of our intuitive knowledge.” ~ =+
& The intuitive knowledge in rehgmn, hﬂl&&uﬁd@- 2
Jatum, observed Tremaise. 4 N
% And yet, where is the difficulty m thr-' one mdﬂﬂ
than in the other ? The things you so willingly take for |
granted in mathéxhatics, betore you even wmmence,.f
your Euclid, are supposed intuitive 5 yet they ought by
10 means to e without a necessity for proof. in the .
eye of a sceptic, if he is only as scéptical in physics as
he is in morals, Now all I want is, that you should
allow intuition‘ in the one, as well as in the ather. e
% If you mean it as to" Providence, prove your ii-
tuition a little more clearly,” said Tremaine. i
3 \th we see the whole werld ' contimied Ewvelyn, 7j
= from one end to the other, through every climate,
in every nation, civilized or not civilized, even though .
in the grossest barbarism, we see all divisions of nien,
all sects in religion, the followers of Moses, and Ma- :
lmmct as well as of Christ; of Baal and Odin, and
Brama, of Confucms, of the Lama of Tartary, of the '
Vitzliputzli of the Mexicans, the adorers of | Jupiter,
_ the worshippers of Heroes,—all, all confess the God-
head, and the necessity for prayer; all join in its




s

exercise, becanse ﬂl-:toaa‘fdta‘illv, at one period or other

_of their lives, feel the necessity for pmtemon, the de-~
mand for consolation, the aspirations of hope, the
dreadfulness of despair. The Consul of Rome couhf
not fight till he had mspected the éntrails of the sacri-
fice 5 nor the sceurcre of God among the Huns, ’clll’he
had immolated a horse. It was smd of Cahgula, that he
ycrept under the bed whenever it ﬂmndered The most

crafty of Kings, Lewis XL, could4lo nothing without

the Virgin. The most sturdy of our Reformers, those
who broke the chain of Romish superstition, were
themselves devotees to even visible inferposition; and -
the bold and impious V oltaire himself died in an agony
of horror. - In more familiar life, 1 have heard of rob-
bers, who could not advance to the p1 llage and even
murder of mankind, without imploring success on their
enterprize, from that Deity which p*oh:blts all wrongs.
Dirk Hatterick could not proceed ona smugglmg expe-
dition without being blessed by a gipsy. I have, my-
self, seen at a gaming-table a wretched countryman
kneel down in a corner, bespeaking favour from God
himself, to a particular card ; and T have also witnessed
 the most dreadful 1mplet'esu the most shocking i 1mpre-
mtmns against Heaven, on ill success,

% Whence can all this tide of uniform feelmg be,
from the Emperor to the pedsant, from the religious zea-
lot to the most licentious philosopher? w hydoes it thus

_ always prevail, under millions of discrepancies, mutual
oppositions, mutual hatred, (hatred even to extermina-
tion) whether among nations or ll‘ldﬂ iduals 2, VVﬁence




1% = mmm;s,

s Hem,e, were I called npﬂn, 0]

“ ta characterize nicm, among ather deﬁmtx@ﬂ& 1
should say he was a religious, that is, a worshlppmg
animal, and, of courge, confided in the. Dmty he war-
shipped.” : ; i
- “ 1s that so clear ?” ’stEd Trem;m'?- .
St “rh\/, W utm we pray, we exyeet ag 1@351: tobe hea -
1t.is nature, ds ] observe, thet tells us to pray. Is na-
ture, then, mocked by him who created her?  Is it so.
wn;h other animals ? Whena hare is hunted, or a flock|
of sheep exposedin the mountains, does it oceur to.
them to address their Creator for assistance ! or, if they
escmpe danger, to t.ha'ﬂ\ him for supposed aid ¢ Why,
then, does man do this >—man alone, who is endgwed
with redson ! | B you tell me, he is trained to ity 1ask
why heis tramed to it, and not a brute > If you tell:
me, on account of that reason, you . grant me the wholte :

miwhatla.sk.
“ Bt - you say it is mere fa,utauv, and ’Lherafore use:« .
less, Man, thelefme, is mocked by his nature, a bm&b -~
not' : e
‘s t}ns, then, your phnlosophy’ Is xt consﬂnaﬂt

to any analogy you have ever d‘lscovered between man
and brute ? Is it presumable from any data ? Isit nO'ﬂ

c(mtrary to all data? :







128 = ‘ T&EMMHE.

' 'dw;mtablea question, cannoi, 1 should thmk be decidA d
by 'a.x assumed mtmtmu. In‘cug on, or Wha.t We ca i
50, 18 _xabie to 50 mar\y Prrms, 80 manv dwersme:f th

will ohserve that on tlus great pmnt nothmg less ham
the universal consent of mankind "is wha‘f L have
counted upon.” ==
¢ Let me ask you this, continued Evel 7, < pe1cew-
ing Tremaine was hesitating :—% When all brute
ammalq, azeording™to their several spevies, umversaﬂy -
pur%ue—a parmcular hai),t or nmde Of e*».ﬂtenr'e, does '
it ever happen that it is ne¢ for' some end of their
being? and are they-ever disappointed in that end ?
Is it ‘for mere pastime tl’iat they do this? Do they
find nothing their instinct has made E}ﬁem expeCt’ =
- Nothing to recompense their trouble? = In shnrt, zs -
their nature mocked by all the\ thus umfermly dod’’
"% OFf course not,” said Tremaine. ,
“ Then, if all mankind, let them be placed “nere
they will, exhihit certain predﬂcvtwm, and follow \ml- ,
wersally one certain habit in every part of the - glo?be,. 7
all with one certain hopc and expectatwn, yet alliin-
~ variably to be disappointed, should we not say that
nature was unjust in this, and that the brutes were
etter off than we ? : e )
llemame allow ed this might be so, if the fact war-
ranted it ; © yet, after all, might not this universal con-
sent be more. owing to our nurses than to natme?

g
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re&ucéd, mth a sigh, to repﬁat

= And ¢ en the churchyard ghost can charm no msm

s F Ak, howaver, very far is s from %emg the f‘&te
of religious belief, and partienlarly the helief of a moral
Providence. ~Like conscience, it may be stifled, thrown
aside, shunned for its inconvenience, when in the full
career of pleasure, or business, politics, or war. But
like conscience it returns, and often with dreadful con-
victions, while the real tale of the nurse, the apparition,
and the witch, cnntmue to be deﬁed laughed at, and
despised.” :

Tremaine alloWed he was shuken- S

“ Believe me,” continued Evelyn, © this is an
anchoring place from whigh you can never drive me.
Suppesing yeur argument good, it is one of those,
arguments that : i

¢ Play round the head, but come not near the heart =

for, however specious, the shmﬂ; cmtmdmts it. Upon
tfns, howevt,r, 1 have, perhaps, too long insisted, and
1 can only therefore repeat, that I would 1'v.tht:r Laa}».e
A truth concerning the most 1mportant mterests of our
nature, from nature itself, than from the strongest m=-
ferences of reason against the voice of that nature.

% "The universal consent then tells me that to rob m
mur&cr isacrime. Isitsoornct? Will subtl«.,ty, 01
preccdents from history, (of which you have ezmugh,l
prove that it is not so ! ? The mmersal consent tem
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meﬁmtg:antude lsbm:h -amiable and a.duty, Isitso
or not? Some phﬁosephers indeed may pretend to
demonstrate that it is a weakness, Suppose we even
cannot demonstrate the com;rary, .do we the lﬁﬁﬁ ac-
Mﬁﬁmﬂd“ty) i
“ In this respect I am hkg my g0pd Umlﬁ Tabgs
who, after listening, without a power of confuting them,
to.a whole consistory of doetors, whe all agreed, with-
out a doubt, that a mother was no relation to her chﬂdﬁ :
¢ Let the learned say what they will,” eried my Uncle
“Foby, os they helped him down stairs, ‘1 cannot but
think there must have been some sort of eonsaqgmnaty
between the Duchess of Suffolk and her son.” ”
Tremaine smiled, and said, he knew not whether
Uncle "Toby or the Doetor had convinced hun, but he
would allow much to this universal consent. :
" % You do well,” said Evelyn, ¢ and must, fmm youp :
candour, fix at last in truth ; and I know not greater
~ truth than that spoken by nature, in the unive sal con-
sent I am upholding. With such consent, with my
" own heart seconding it, I call this belief intuitive be-
lief, and I cling to it wita as much certainty as you -
do to demonstration ; for if vou ask, why I believe in
_intuition? I return the question with equal confidence,
and ask of you, why you belicve in demonstration? ™ - -
% The wvery word shows. the reason,” answerec‘l Trea
maine. : ‘
8o does mtmtmn, rephed Egvelvn. 5 But are you
sxu'e,, as I before observed, that demonstration itself,
even geometrical demonstration, does not require to be
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|- \xp(m'thls mtmi:aon w]nch you éo_ _e&p&e? . ‘ ‘
“ Your meaning ? ” ~said Tremaine; I ha,ize Qng '
Wmhed you«to come to thin’ - oL aael :
e axioms,” replmd Evelyn, o the deﬁmtmns, '
and pontulatcs of Euclid.”
- Tremaine hesitated. : Bt
o Thév are all assumed as Intuitive,” observed
"'Evelyn T e i s
& They are all clear, sald Tremaine. bl
w So is our feegng of rdio*mn, answersd uelyn.
8K But I know vot that-cven. vOur mafhematica.l axioms
are clear, although I allow their truth.  The figure of
a circle, with all its radii, for example, is certainly not
very simple; not so simple that the proposition as to.
the equality of the radii should be taken for granted,
without the least enquiry. - Its definition, thatiit is a
- figure contained by one line, far from:being easy, is,
- perhaps; of all things the most difficult to conceive,
- without the figure before YOI Vet the whole proposi=
' tion re%peetmg a circle 15 considered by some as an,
axiom, by others as a postulite. i -
“ What thintk you also of “he commonest deﬁnltmﬂs, :
_ without even an attempt at demonstration, yet without ,
,whlch wu cannot stir a step.? How, by intuition, are
we to conceive the definition of a line—that it has
- length without breadth ? St more, of a point—that)
it has neither parts nor m agnitude } A good sceptic:
- would say that there is no such thing. It was hence,|
1o doubt, that Barrow, a very great mathematmmn as |




well as divine, th
'llave all the axio
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tiat a bugmnel had a nght to
monstrated.” e

1% Were you rrght as to your mtultmn, or even your
ubiversal cons sent,” replied Treniaine, ¢ l mlght feel
“doubtingly as to what has hitherto. dppeared to me past
all doubt. Put the ver), hlstory of rehgwn proves you
wrong.” :

e Explam ‘that posm(m, smd Eveljn. ‘

€ In the first place,” rejoined Tremaine,  you hold
“belief in religion, and pmtmu]au ¥ Prmndcnu., to he
innate.  Yet, with Locke, even you, and ccrtamly
 myselfy reject all in‘nateldeaq, 1 need not teil you that
you agree even with Bolingbroke there, that no ideas
-cat all can be acquired, except through the senses 5
mnsequently none can be born with us. Paley himself
questmus the existence of a moral sense.  Your intui-
tion therefore seems to be demolished.”

. Atvery Liftle e‘uqmry * replied Lvern, “ will,
1 think, put that dlﬂiculty nqht Igrant vou, if you
plea&:e, that all ideas mus, ' be acquired’ througn the
senses ; but not so the effects of those ideas upon the

‘reason and upon the heart ; and if, invariably, univer~
‘sally, and from the beginning of time, after ideas have

:been ‘acquired, the opinions and feelings of all men,

whether saint, savage, or sage, are to adore and to
‘beseech some unknown and secret, but not therefore
less demonstrable and powerful Being; to ask his pro-
nech(m, and believe in him as our anthor and disposer;
I say, if this is uniform and universal Vthmughout the

‘human species, offer ideas are acquired, it is the same



thmg ‘as to the result, as 1f the 1deaim innate. i thmk -
there is a fallacy in this, that yeu call that an idea, a
moral sense, which onght rather to be called a dis-
position, af aﬂ'ectwn, I had almost said a passion 3
and such, in fact, I hold true piety to be; and why
a passion, if not founded in truth?  Why implanted,
if only to mock us ? It is not so wﬂh the-:‘-acknowiejdggﬁ :
passions, love, charity, or emulation. These all uni-
formly belong to us, yet show not themselves imme-
diately on our births. They must be latent, as =il but
‘instinet must be latent in a child ; and emphatlcﬂﬂy B -
love is laft.nt, mjtll the qub]ect 18 maﬁll‘ﬁd for it. = =
“ But it is enough for me that the seeds of th,m 1e1;y
are there, to be nursed into life, to sprout and fractify,
and lead to our happmess, if we please, as soon as pur
state is fit for it ; which, thank Him who ampla.nhed it
is very soomn.’ : : e
¢ Llike your e\:planation, said Tremame, obqervmg -
By 91511 pause, “ but what then becomes of Paley’s
opinion against the moral‘ sense 2 :
% 1 do net think he was 50 uuthﬁedlv agamst JA;,
as you seem fo suppose. 1 1emember he puts a hor-
~rible case of a son, betrasing a tender father to hxs :
murderers, and asks if a wild man caught in the woods, -
(that is, one who could know nothing of the wlatzcns of
father and som,) were to hear this case for the first time
stated, whethcr he would fePI the horror we do, upﬂﬂ :
Jts recxta.l :
“ 1 own this is one of the few, the very few mlst.akes,
wluch this most sagacious, and most per spucuous Divine
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has sometimes made in his Moral Treatise: For itis
evident the wild man could kuow nothing about the. =
matter, and the 1liusﬁratmn, the?efme, 100 aliushratiaﬂ

: thmk you are nght as to t’ms, ohsewed Tre-,
naine ; “ but still as to your universal L@ment, I repeat,
the history of religion contradicts it. For, recollect
. e -thousam&g the millions of undefined notions, the
cotruptions, the horrible and disgusting incrustations,
that hang about it; the dreadful crimes perpetrated
under pretence of szmc%y 5 the murders, infanticides,
-~ lusts of all kinds, in shmqu the whole train of terrifying
superstitions, that scare ¢\-hearts, and make poor
~ reason mad ! - All this shows, || lmmany instances, that
we arc worse than the brutes “‘k\? %kmw not God,
and that 1f this be rehgwn, it would be better to be
: ’lﬁhﬂhtl :

“ In this you antxc;pdte «mL, sald Ev*elvn', “ bu:t you
wdl not, perhaps, think it overturns my opinion, if you
consider that the horrors you have mentioned can

~only apply to those poor, devoted creatures who are
actually thus corrupted, and are the victims of their
own blindness, Tt will not affect the general proposi-
tion, that man is by nature religious; that is, that he
has a heart prepaered ‘to second his reason, and feel

~ (od in every pulse of it, as soon as he can ask the

 question why, and how he came here ?  All men will
not, and, indeed, canmot answer in the same way.
Some will be more rational, as well as more pious than
others. Some may be stubborn, or stupid, or indiffer-
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i mdiﬁ'erence, e;ther from lgm)rance, as savage‘
2 the pwﬁxgacy of then' parents and assouate »
sies, vagabond and professed thieves, But’ 11:
enough for me, that the feeling is in so great a p:m* =
portion as to be almost universal; to believe that there'
isa dependency of man upon God, as his creator a g
governor ; and whether he show this by cﬁermg sacﬂ- ’
fices, even humarn, or driving nails into his flesh, or

- fasting till he is starved, or other ten thousand m(_)de -
of self-inflicted penance whisli history records; or
whether he content himself knply with adormg, Wlth
worshipping, with confil and loving ; still my posi-
tion holds, that we hie' ‘imost as much intuitive proof‘
not only of the gal" lnce, but of the government of the
world by 'a ("reator, as we have of the mathema‘aca] 7
axioms of Eaielid themselves, a])out which among ra» -
tional people there is no dispute. You will ubservé
continued Evelyn, * the qudhﬁcatlon I make as tn
rational people, concedes more to you than ymz an:'
disposed to do forus. For were I to think it fair to
put vou to universal suﬂ’rage, without exceptlon, :For tﬁe
intuitive acceptance of your axioms; were [ to
them, for example, to my gipsies, rogues, and wagav'
bonds, and demand their intuitive assent to the deﬁ'n-
tion of a cu‘cle, I should, probably, have as mueh diﬂi"
culty in obtaining it, from them, as for any of my
gop(’)’sltlons regardmg the existence and prov;dence et
od. =

“T own,"” said Tremaine', taking up the last 'qi_ia‘se&"s"’h#‘







B8 -
in a matter of this kind, is so vague.a t?i;g as fe
to decide > - Can there be in any thing, but {i'aﬁ, e
" larly in morals, & less eertmn, a:md therefore 2 wmﬁe
guide?”’ : Rl

% ¥ou Wdl ra,olkct, rephed limehrn, “ that 3 am
depuved of our best, indeed, our mfa}hbie guide, by o
our agreement to confine ourselves to natural religion;.
and not to touch vet upon revelation, Dut even here,.

-Heaven forbid that feeling; or intuition, which it mere
properly is, should bt our (mly argument, oM (mly
proof 7 54 = E
N here are your others 2”’ asked Tzemame. ;

“ £ Peus est quodeungue vides!” "

.~ “Can you look around, and walit themr sih,id; :
Evelyn, : ' el
¢ If you mean this,” rephe(} Tremaine, “ as apph'
cable to the proof of a Creator, and so far of an opi-.
ginal provider, I have told you, I cannot. No! far be
from me the blindness that can question the obyiows,:
uniform, as well as wonderful exertion of the Divinity,.
in all the operations of what we designate the laws of
~nature ; far be it to deny that stupendous power which:
formed and balances the world, the sun, and the
planets, the. rise and return of the seasons, the source.
and conducs of vegetation, the exciter, director,’ and
queller of the storm, he who brandishes the t]mmlu“,: .
and prostrates the forests of Olympus, nay Olympus.
itself, or, on the other hand, clothes the green valley
with delight, All this and a thousand other pheno-
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L5 Expl’aﬁﬁ a little Téﬁm,”‘@mdf
“« ‘e‘afhy thus If you do nc&’t grant me ‘&ha

: mgnlmce o enfmce what appear to be i':he Ws@i:’

natire ufién ity we ‘may fall into g?reat :mlstakes ' to
-one another’s notions: Mine, & e
demonstrated without it, and it wm!d he Lseles “ta

proceed without settling this great preliminar il

T what a field are you leading,” said Tremalne»
- % for you open the whole quest,lon of the e%mtencé the
origin, and the extent of evil!” r
“Itis you who will open it, if opened a'l;-éﬂ;’“m ,
plied Brelyn 3 “for my part, I am so perfectly content
with the immense preponderance of good in the world,
as to feel little real d'zfﬁcult’y in regard to our ques-
tion, fx om the concomitant eul that certsunly beiongrs'
‘to it.” : :
“ ] wish to hear more of your argument before E .
hazard any thing,” said Tremaine. :
“ My argument is,” proceeded the Dbctor; L
where there is so much contrivance, and, therefore, so
much désign for our good, in the creative, and so much
incessant vigilance to preserve' it, in the mstammg“_
' Prowdence, which is very evident in physics, it is im-
possible rationally to conceive that God abandons us
altogether in morals ; or that morals, any more that
physics, could sustain themselves without his perpetual
- unremitting influence. This has been often said, ‘and
often, T allow, taken upon trust; but to féel 1t in our
hearts, so as to be full of i lb, to feed upon it as our




~ Dbest mental nourishment ; ‘to make it our daﬂy breed;
to rely upon it as our anchor ; in short, to- cling te it
yith habﬁ:na dness, and at the same ‘time, reveren~
tial awe,—this is ‘what constitutes genuine piety.  But
all this, even ‘as to physies, requires a more intimate
acquaintance with the different processes of nature, than
I of us can command. If the feeling is not happily -
interwoven in our dispositions, as it is with many
favoured, though simple people, (certainly not philo-
sophers,) experiment, study, and reflection are neces-
sary to imbue us properly with the important convies
tion. Hence my seeming still to dwell upon the atéri-
‘butes of the Daity which I have mentioned, before I
~ proeeeded tarther, although you were wﬂlmg and
prompt to grant me all I asked.” s
- % Detail me this a little iore,” sa@d Tremaine.
- % Phe detail would lead us too far,” pursued Evelvn ;
“ But my meaning shortly is, that the more we study
the wonders of nature, the more correct, as well as
reverential, will be our notions of its Author 5 and this,
whether we dazzle ourselves with his magnificence, and
prostrate ourselves with awe before his overwhelming
power ; or contemplate him in all the minute and in-
_ tricate, yet most exact adaptation of means to ends,
~ which are often, nay, perhaps oftenest, so fine as to be
invisible to sense, and which even the microscope can-
not discaver. -The whole history of nature, whetlier
as to desxgn or execution, is but one plcmrc of won-
der, of wisdom, of sublimity, of bea,ut), but especxéll\e‘
of contrivance ; and all with a view te happmess, o1,




pert, can ever,exther in simp!
-che near the contnvances;r;f the ey

dom could ever reach the smtableness of meaps ﬂ;h
purpose, shown by instinet.” A spider, or a silkworin,
moved the adoration of Boyle more even than the sun,
and Boyle’s was not a mind to take things upon trust.
A hes, ¢ "am,~x:orxﬂues an atheist! The beaver
proves: skﬁl more than a human a,dutect‘ the cable
and anchor of a muscle excites wonder more than a
ship#®  Gravity, effluvia, attraction of cohesion, the
magnet, the dipping and the variations of the needle,
all show that an’ active, superinlending or sustaining -
power is always at work, and but for this, it is possible
that electricity might destroy in a moment the world
it was meant only to cleanse and punfy

‘The Doctor paused, which Tremaine percelwng, be—.
sought him to go on, assurmg him he listened with
gratified ‘attention. . =

~ Evelyn resumed : “But it is the heavens that declare )
the. g@y of God, and the firmament that showeth
his handy-work. There is neither speech nor lan-
guage ; but their sound is gone out. into all lands, and
their words unto the ends of the Warid :

i The muscle spins a t.hlead and is able to fasten it to rc-l‘k
‘under water, in order to keepitself from being washed off 1170 “Eh
_weather,

g
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, «] 'knﬁw no prwi’s more cogent hew cltese to con-'. :
vince a doubtmg man of the poverty “and darkness ¢

~ his @eepueism. For to use less subllime, but still beau~_ S

tiful language, who can behold ©this brave o eihangmg
firmament, this most excellent canopy the alr, this
'v-"majestmal toof fretted with golden fire 3’ these span-

""glegd v.fondérs, these lucid orbs ; who can behold this
.and not how down in W(mder and worship?

- #It is not the mere bmghfneqs or beauty of the illu-
~ mination, the silver mantle of the moon, or the golden
splendoar of the sun (though so gloricus that we
cannot look at hxm) , that constitute them such power-
ful, such irresistible witnesses of God’s sustaining
Providence! It is his moving them as he does with.
such celerity, facility, precision, and regularity, such
as the finest mechanism, founded upon the deepest
‘ Lnowledge of geometry, cannot reach ; itis the felici-
tous result, working all day, all night, and for ever, for
our advanlage, out sa;cty and our pleasm‘e ; it s this
that especially proves the deepest (I had almost said}
anaiely to protect and provide for the heing he has
given us. Whoever has watched the stars, particularly
the planets, with their moons, moving as they do,
aeemmglv in inextricable mazes, yet unravelli ‘hem-
selves by means of two most opposing forces,
~ trifugal and centripetal, so as to form an almost stand-

ing miracle ; —whoever has considered this, must,
« from this alone, feel his soul filled with a piety and '
awe, that make him turn with horror ﬁ'om hiS own
seepticism, if ever he yielded to it.” -’ '

VOL. L3l H




& Your argument upon all this?” smd Tmmame,
e Why, that with such nicety of eomtmntmﬁ.m
~ iove and govern such ponderous Wande{- as are A
~ structed ; to avoid such terrible dangers, such destruc.
tion, as may befal the smallest aceident or 1rmguLm£y e
in the system, nothing short of perpetual and miost
benevolent vigilance——in shost, my sustaining Pro
dence—can preserve us a single hour.” T

% Yet; the cugvnal laws of physics seem enangh for
this purpose,” observed Tremaine; L!my are never
known to fail.”

“ 1 should not think so, were your la.st obsxzwatmné,
- a faet,” rephed Evelyn. “ But the very appearances
of monsters, and what are called lusus natura, might
with some, make the fact disputable. Appearances af
ruin have also been supposed to have been seen in some
of the heavenly bodies themselves. All, therefore,.
conduce to this one great point, the fact of incessant
vigilance, which all reason just.iﬂes,; while, on the other
hand, (and I desire you to mark it as of most essential
consequence to the arguineut) all that you oppose to
it,.is the merest and most absolute assumption.”

£ Isit assumption. then, to say there are laws of
physms b :

% Certainly not. But § would rezmmd you of the :
wholesome mile, not more modest than wise, that of -
these laws. you know absolutely nothing, except 8§
they appear from experiment, liable to be suppoﬂea i
or contra.dlcted at every new pxoccss ; and hence the
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; vew name for natura‘. is svmxwmmzs wu:h expmmental —
philosophy.” - o
% This is trus, ﬁ-%d 'Immamem “ ‘
“ Be mnousf, then,”” proceeded Eve«lyn, “ heow you
travel out of it. Yet this you do in a manner most
unphilosophical, with all your philosophy, when you
. dispose of a whole sub;ect, and that s&b.;@ct $0 vast, so.
fiﬂl of the

¢ Varieties of tntried béiug;f,’
and coolly say of such stupendous things, that ¢ the
eriginal laws of physics, of which you scarcely know
any thing, seem enough for the purpose; in other
words, that (God having imposed you know not what
laWs, separates ]mnself from their subject, and thinks
of them no more.” :
% There is much in this,” said Tremaine.

- % [ beseech you, therefore, to consider it throughout
our whole question,” proceeded Evelvn, “ for it is of
more consequence to what 1 percene will he vour argu-
ment, than you are aware of.”

“ Proceed,” cried Tremame, atftehtlvely, zmd Evelyn

went on 1 A
% But to the Heavens I need not confine myself for

all nature bears the same witness ; only the universality,

or, as | may say, the commonness of the proof, makes
* the most wonderful operations, and even blessings of

God, pass by unheeded, and himself unthanked.

% How seldom does any one feel (if 1 may so eall
it) the religion of the spring. Vet if we were to be-
"3 -

2
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puds’ and pmmxses, _what heart cmﬂti
 what head not bow? what knee not be’n
 of the Power that mwe, ~and gove
her to perfection? ~ It'is hence, ‘that, w
justness than happiness, Milton says, whoever neglee
to visit the country in the spring, and rejects the plea~
“sures of its first bloom and fxagrance, is gmlty of
< sullenness’ against nature.” :

¢ Peautifully said !” observed 1 rcmame.

# That, however, which is common,” pmceeded

Bwelyn, © excites no admiration, and’ while we avail

ourselves daily and hourly of the most refined, okilful,
and profound contrivances of the Deity, for our protec-
tion and happiness, we regard them as nethmg in the
religion of ‘nature—we think them even our due.

“ The great bulk of mankind are, 1 fear, in this
state of indifference ; and asthe menial ata pump passes
through a whole life, and would through a thonsand,
without ever trying to make out how it is that the sucker
lifts what she wants from so great a depth ; so, from
that same familiarity, we use the other good things of
the world, without enquiring how they came there,
Vet ally be\ond contradiction, is manifestly Providence,
pemetmllq and vigilantly at work, throughout the vast
and boundless r«—.gmns of ' space, above, beldw, and
around 3 mor 'is there ‘& moment of intermission, al-
though the awful, yet benevolent Operator and {xilar-"._
dian is invisible to sense, and only known to reasvn
fromi the benevolent effects produced.” )



. Perceiving Tremaine a
uickness : T v
i ou wiil tell me agd,m, l.umqe are whm: ymx caﬂ— )
»t.he nere laws of natt e, and are evidence only of the
1a] creation, not the cons tant operation of God, in
isics. My argument is, it s not less his constant
‘wor _:,,_hxs constant hounty, Tiis constant /gorpdness. he-
cause he has reduced his own 'opemfmn, asiitwere,ito
a system, which we call nature, bui the seoret means of
which we none of us. understand. Dut, exclusive of this,
all his aftributes are demonstrated by it in a mansner
thmt-mmea so home to our senses, that if we think at
all, we must feel sure that he is everywhere in us, and
with us ; that we cannot move, think, or act without
him ; that he is in our hearts, our souls, and even our
bodies, hoth within and without ; that nothing comes
near, nothing happens, whether we will it or not, but.
that he, knows, suffers, and might prevent it, if he
pleased. . Whether he plecu:e. or not, is, I know, vour
great question, ' My position in this place is, that

ot

prima facie nothing can be done without him : my in-
ference (unless there are objections which cannot he
,amwered), every thing is done with him. He, there-
 fore, is not only the original A}u’mr of all our good, all
our happiness, all our safety, but without him we should
com;inue to have, neither good, mor happiness, nor

e : He at least ean ward off evil when it threatens,
an-:l if hﬁ does not, it must be for some purpose of his
own, ito which it would he as presuming as uscless to

enquire, 'The consequence is plain : he who is se per-




150 |
g *'pemaﬂyemployeam preserving to us the ends
~ heing, cannot do it by halves. If he &Des%t in phyﬁes,

he will, he must do it in morals.

% Now there is this &estmctmn betWeén ‘man and

brute, that the one has a moral, as well as physical

‘bemg, that the first is even the most importar t, th

most neble of the two. Need Task you if it 15 passﬁﬁg =

‘to believe that the Providence we speak of should take

so much pains, and exert so much wisdom about the

“one, and totally neglect the other 17 aEag

Here Evelyn stopt, as if absorbed in the immensity
and awfulness of his contemplations, nor did he seem
disposed immediatelytoresumethe chain of his discourse,

Tremaine also paused ; but at length, breakmg _
silence, he observed,—

% T have listened to you with a pleasure which even
my disagreement with you on many points could not
interrupt. In much of what you have said, indeed,
there islittle difference between us. [ never denied the
providing wisdom with which, from their admirable
structure and faculties, all the immediate ends of the
vast variety of being we see around us, are accomplished.

T also am ready to adore the wonderful and magnificent,

which is everywhere to be seen in the works of the

Author of nature. But that he cares for us on that

account, so as to inferpose in our actions, is net to me

made out. On the contrary, every thing we see in our
miserable history, shows, to my conceptmns, that once
having placed us in the system, whatever it is which e
has so wonderfully designed, he leaves us there to the







: :alogncal und tandm _wnh e,v’n il snﬁ’ness m re~
quiring aemon&t-ated proof o ;
stlr a step n o:,her matterq, "y

_are partlally acquamted 50 umform in thPll‘ c01 'se that
we not unreasonably think them under the government
of a regular agency and thence by mza!ogy call the"'l
laws—this is true. But who or what this agent is,
whether the Deity himself, or ministering bub-agents,'
I conelude you do not know.”

“ Certainly not,” said Tremaine.

« Aslittle of the intention and end of very ﬁ,w, Jf an} .
of the phenomena with which we are acqumntcd :

“ Agreed ! ”

“ Still less with the operations, or, if you will, the
laws, and least of all, with the thousand mﬂhom ot
modes of matter which may exist, but w hmh have never
yet dmllenged our acquaintance.”’

% Of course,” said Tremaine. :

“ Confess, then, my friend,” continued Evél)’ﬂa
gravely, ¢ this is no trifling matter, and that to assume
for granted a mere fine-sounding proposition, as dis-
posing of a subject so vast and vital that it awes us to
approach it, is neither very logical, ner very - safe.”

¢ Jallow this,” said Tremaine.

“ The most flippant ignor ame, added Evelyn,
# could not do more. You may suppose 1do ngt put
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sent, for ever kee@ngatbe mﬁaﬁoﬁm sag}t, and-@herefoxe"
1 should s‘ew, farever wa.tchmg sver ag, ,ha yet abmd&ms =

do wu;h it hke a workman mho ﬂerfmms a ﬁ 5
which, when finished, he thinks no farther. Is. th!s Vﬁlﬂ'
firm, your reasonable belief?  Can it be your belief? ”
“ Lallow you press this hard,” said 'Pxemame- ~“§mt =
my meaning seems too well founded. For surely no-
thing was ever more. distinet than phvs:cal and moral
Providence ; than the care of body and ¢ thf: care of ==

mind; than the laws of vegetation, or of motion, and

‘the motives of human conduet ; in short, tospeak of
animals a]one, than the government, by instinct, and the
government by reason.” -
“ And yet,” said Evelyn, ca]mlv, “the author of -
the one is the author of the other; the creator and
disposer of animals—the creator and disposer of men.
Stripe of the pomp of language about laws and systems,
vou cannct show me that God is not always bus‘y,‘ i
Imay so say, with the conduct of nature, with the
course of vegetation, and the operations of instinct.
If he is so, show me -why he should perpetually wateh
over instinet, and not over reason ! ? Is it because the
latter is infallible, the former not? Is it because he
loves a brate, and not & man? = : :
Tremaine felt pushed in the argument, and allow.Cd
‘ it was not so. :
“ Is it then,” pursued Evelyn, 7 because we are
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« ’\Tat reallv quc‘x laws |’ exclaune&'- Tr:emmne,_
. urprise : ¢ This is downrlght, paradoxl: o &

 Yet it may be, nay is, the exact tmth,” replmd«
Evelyn, “ or at least much nearer thestruth, to suppese :
gravity, for example, the effect of the wwremitting
activity of the Deity, as these great men supposed it,
than to believe with you that the Deltjr‘merely, as it
were, gave a fiat for his work, and there left it. - Pos-
sibly all attraction is the effect of the same unremitting
exertion ; and Addison inclined to the same opmmn as. :
to instinet.” ey T

Tremaine became pensive, and said, “ I shou,d hke
these opinions, of the great names you have mentioned,
a little more enlarged upon.” ==

“ You will find their whole argument,” answered
“Evelyn,  admirably put by Baxter in his work (in-
comparable for argument), on the soul.” :

% I have read that work,” answered Tremaine, “yet
do not recollect fo have been so impressed with it.” |

“ You had preconceived opinions to break through,
and felt not its force,” replied Evelyn. ¢ But for this,
with your acuteness, I should think you must have seen
it in all its light.” : :

“ Could you bring it now to recollection?”’ aJ\ed '
Tremaine. ’

¢ I will endeavour,” replied his friend.
“ For the most part then their opinion arises out of







aﬂ@wably fadmzt, call the Iz aws ofn
. % Gravity, as I observed,
~cipel of these unintermitting Pleﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ,
thmgs ‘are kept in theu places 3 aml ather

: alI the various causes of motion we see, a,re», acc»a" i»j' 0
to them, all under the same perpetual umeamg
guidanee.” e

“ And vet, is t'ma more th&n"‘bol? '
observed Tremaine. ,
“ For bold, say reasonakble,” wphed Evel;m 3 1“ rea-
sonable, if only in this; that but for this perpeiual
operation of the spiritual power, it is even a. .contradic-
tion to think that mere brute, passive, inert matter

~ could occasion the changes we see. Reasonable alse
from another, even still more powerful argument, that
all these which you call laws are arbitrary, that is,

_ that to our comprehension, there is no one reason for -

them, arising out of the nature of matter.”

¢ I know net what you here mean by arbxtraf\, :
said Tremaine. =
- ¢ Why this,” answered Evelyn ey has been de—
monstrated, you know, as a fact, that the attraction of
gravity decreases, as the squares of the distances -
crease. Now, what has matter, a mere passive sub-
stance, incapable of motion, thought, will, or any thing
but a susceptibility of being acted upon—what has
matter to do with such a nice and complicated rule as







‘but t:he wﬁl of G&u, pmé{ i 1
‘tmued regular, eenstant, and uniform
course, or manner of acting, being in e
perfectly arbitrary, is as easy to be altered at any time
as to be preserved.” # i :
% I now see what you me.mﬁby arbltrar‘s'
maine, ©“ and the concluslonb you wo
Being arbltrarv, you boldly assert that :
ties of matter have nothing to do with a,ttmemﬂn or
other motion, but all is the mysterious junction of some
: other power acting in, but separate fmm What is ﬁdlled
matter.” : 5

- “ You, at least, conceive ine,” retumed Eveiyﬁ,

“ with sufficient exactness, but the conclusions are not.

mine, but those of the profound men I have mentioned.”
“ Vet I did not understand them to go thus far when
I read them,” observed Tremaine, T
% 1 repeat,” said Evelyn, “you lay under precam j
ceived opinions, and did not give them the attention
they deserved. As for Clarke, he is very clear and full,
for he expressly says, that as matter isitself incapableof .
obeying any laws, the very original laws of motion
‘themselves cannot conlinue o take place but by some= -
thing superior to matter, continually exerting on it &
certain force according to such determinate laws.
Hence, he adds, that the bodies of plants or animals

* Clarke on the Attrib, part 2, p. 300, ed. 4
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pmve,) but of & sort of suffenug“ of vice fm a seasou,‘ '
‘might be at least not irrational. G‘vran*—t me this "
< you bless me indeed 17 _

% am not prepared rephed Tremne,’
tation; *“ alas! by no means prepared Ye‘c I feai
distressed; for with, perhaps, only a half—convmccé
veason, L yet perceive, that to be mereiy consistent, if
there is neither Providence here, nor retribution here=
after, there can be no distinction Qet;ween virtue and
vice, and all must he left to disposition, to chance, to
‘indulgence, to prudence, or imprudence. No! this can
peverbel o0 B

% Hobbes will help you out,” said Iivelyn, “ for he
holds that very doctrine, and is quite content to reduce
all to the enactions of the civil magistrate.* Spinoza,
too, another brilliant guide, defines natural right to
be natural power; so that, acquire the power, and a-
man, from the law of nature, may do what he pleases. '
Are you content with this master of reasoning, who
be sure teaches us also to deny a Providence ?”

1 have owned,” observed Tremaine, “ this cannot
be, but I own too, [ once favoured, or at least took no
pains to confute Hobbes, and that I have been embar-?
rassed, yes | T confess it, with Spinoza I

“ And Carneades, and Pyrrho,” resnmed Evelvn,
¥ before him, and Hume and Bolingbroke, who have
done so much since to mend the matter.”

“ My dear friend,” said Tremaine, after some reflec-

* See two excellent old Sermons by Dr. Rogers, in confutation
of this folly. Rogers’ Sermons ou the necessity of Revelation.
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'the dmyestpomts of theolaggca;lwsmm'
but a thorough and mest enlarged ¢
‘the general attributes -of the Dexty
expound it. - ,
“ That God s wise, Juqt, and benev@],e_
‘denied hetween uss that he wills the happiness of }us' :
creatures, is proclaimed by the beauty and gladness of
‘nature, and by the fact that, with all the admitted evil
ave have discussed, good so greatly preponderates, that.
‘happiness, or a reasonable share of it, is in.the power
of all, if we do not abuse it. - That all, or nearly.all, .
“moval evil springs from the vice of man, not the inten-
‘tion or contrivance of the Deity, you will not yourself

deny.” ; e
seF do not,” said Tremaine ;  but bhe viee and. the

43 Indubltably,”. answered Evelyn - « but at. lea,st -
the question then becomes immediately changed, and
is in fact mot why the Almighty made us to ‘be un-
happy, but why he permits us to be vicious ? Injother
“words, not why he has destined us to he miserable (for
that he has not), but why he suffers us to make our-
selvesso?  Now this you will seeis the same as asking
‘why he has thought fit to make an imperfect creature,
which, when you tell why he has made the worm. that .
=crawls in our walk, or even that glonous sky over “our
“heads, I will answer.” :

“ No:man can tell this,”  said Tremaine.

% l«&gfee, replied Evelyn; © and you see there/aré
“mysteries in all these ‘questions, into which we.cannot
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penetrate, beyfmd lwhxch we cannot g0, and at which,
 therefore; 1 think we are bound voluntarily to stop. If
this, then, be one of those questions (as it seems to be),
- we stop at the fact, that we are made most imperfect
creatures, capable of virtue, but also capable of vice ;
a schene of creation, the reason for which we cannot
even conjecture, but which at once places us in a state
“of responsibility.”

¢ 1 see not the last,” said Tremaine, ‘ ¥

% Itis the only means,” rejoined Evelyn, “ by whch
, th;e evil of this imperfection can be cured, or perhaps
even rendered tolerable. The proof is, ‘Ehat wherever
this responsibility is most admitted, evil is least, and
happiness most to be found. Throughout that black
catalogue of horrors which we have read to each other,
we shall, on investigation, find'that in proportion to
the quantum of évil,r responsibility has been thrown
off. If you ask why this breach of responsibility is
_ suffered, I again refer you to the Very scheme of our
creation,—imperfection, and again reply, I cannet
tell ; but the very circumstance that there remains
behind something belonging to the subject, something
it the Divine Mind as to this world, which we cantiot
penetrate, and which you at least capnot deny may
be kuown to other beings, if not to ourselves here-
after,—this very circumstance shows that it may be no
contradiction to - the notion of God’s Providence and
)usuce. :
I should be satisfied with this e\:posmon,’ said
Tremaine, “and come willingly to your creed, if it
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¢ :
went the whole length of this overbearing difficulty.
‘But itis evident it goes no farther than to account for
the evils sustained by vicious men, - Were these the
only sufferers of the world, gladly would I subseribe to
a doctrine which would then be clear enough. Vice
being permitted, and vice the sole cause of misfortune, -
the world has little reason to complain, if the wicked
are unhappy. But, alas! by far the greater miseries
are suffered by the apparently innccent, while, as I
said before, vice is too often triumphant. In the ex-
amples we have each of us supplied, this has invariably
been the fact. Now, if your doctrine were frue, not
only vice would not triumph, but would always be pu-
nished even in this world.”

“Various answers,” said Evelyn, to this, [ own,
embarrassing objection, have exercised men.of the
most powerful understandings, with various success.
The oldest, namely, that of the Fathers, scems to me
to be the best.” . ‘ ; :
- “You mean,” said Tremaine, “ that of Origen,
Lactantius, and others, that it could not be otherwise,
consistently with the free-will of man.’

“T do,” rejoined Evelyn. * For where thele is this
free-will, from the very foree of the term, it must be

“competent to will evil, as well as good; and if the
scheme, as'l have called it, of our creation, is imper-
feetion, it must follow, that the evil which is possible,
will actually be. 1 need net pursue the induction to
show, that this at least accounts for the sufferings of
the virtuous, inflicted by the vicious. Then, as to the
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escape of the vicious from punishment in this world,
the answer (independent of a future state, which fur-
nishes the most complete one), is, that the fact as a
genera.l pmposmtm, is'mistaken. That there are too
many examplés of unpunished villany is true; but
' 'thex*e is no proportion between them and those of the
general happiness of integrity and virtue. It is no¢
laid dewn as a scheme of the Providence we treat of,
that vice should be protected, virtue oppressed. In-
stances of it happen ; but that is not the scheme.

“ Another answer is drawn from the gévemment by
seeond causes, which we have lately discussed, and the
free-will we have just touched upon.

“Did God always appear in person, as it were,
whether through prophets or miracles, as among the
early Jews, or only through second causes, but imme-
diately on the commatment of erime, not only would
free-will be controlled by a force which would leave it
free no longer, but, as hasbeen well said by old Sher-
lock, there would be no end to the executions palpably
going on before our faces.

%] do not say,” continued Evelyn, seeing Tremmne
prepared to object, “that this last might not be a
more secure, and therefore more happy state ; for, God
‘knows, I am not so confident as not to feel my respon-
sibility, in the latitude allowed me, most perilous ;
but, at any rate, it is not the state in which it has
pleased God to place me. He reveals ‘himself no
longer by visible and immediate 1nterp051tmn, and it is
oSt certain he allows vice, in somu instances, to pros-

)
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~per fora time. Néveitheléss,, I doubt if these -*vins't_ances' :

are ever perfect, to the effect you suppose them; they
will not, perhaps, any of them, bear the test of enquiry,
had we the means of making it, and they are by no

means so frequent as, for the argument, they have

been imagined.” _
“Yet you will not deny,” observed Tremai‘n}é; % the
number of brilliant or suceessful villains that shock us
in history. Augustus, Dionvsius, Lewis XL, or Crom-
well, among a thousand others.” e
“1 should, perhaps, puzzle you,” replied Evelyn, “if

I were to put you upon the proof of your thousand;

nay, were I to ask you to name me one happy villain.
Even where all scems fair on the outside, do we really
know the whole of the case? Do we see into the

secret heart of the actors? Do we hear their inward

groans, the writhings, or the drownings of their con-
sciences, their fears, their perpetual suspicions, woise
than a thousand deaths? Sure I am, the instances
vou have adduced will not hold, Augustus, in his for-

tune, was always successful, perhaps, in the opinion of

the world, always happy. Does his family history
support this? . Augustus, however; though he- achieved
~despotism at the expense of many lives, some of them

of good, or-what are called good men, was not one of

.those worst of wicked persons on whom your argument -

should rely. He found the world in arms, and his

country rent to pieces ; he, indeed, joined in proserip-
tions, and suffered Cicero to be murdered; but he be-
gan not the stréggle 3 some part he was forced o t

ake,
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dnd amidst the ‘univfexsﬁl.,,d&soxder,‘,he':.'r"‘bde out, the
storm, . He was, perhaps, the least wicked of his party,
and might be designed by the very Providence, which,
frome his story, you question, to give the comparative
_peace to'the empire which it afterwards enjoyed.”

% Yet that Brutus and Cassius,” exclaimed Tre-
maine, “ the champions of liberty, should be destroyed
by such: profligates as himself and Anthony, merely
that he afterwards should trample upon that liberty !

“1 cannot follow you in this,” said Evelyn, “and
would not if I could ! How know we that the hbez ty
you advocate would have been restored by the suecess
of your champions ? how, even, that it would at that
time have been best for an empire so universally cor-
rupted ?» No! we must be “better informed before we
presume to plunge into such a question, and if better
“informed, I am convinced we should be satisfied.

- % As to your other examples, Dlonysms is the Jast I
should have chosen, to prove triumph. Though his
mutders and: sacrileges had been an ‘hundred-fold
greater than they were, and still he had been allowed
to: retain the power th.e:} had obtained for him, the
sword of Damocles, the fear of trusting life to his own
daughters, and even the construction of his ear alone,
would prove that he was already, and in this world,
plunged into retributive torments. 1 should say the
same of your Lewis XL, if only from the devilish
defences of Plessis les Tours; and. as for Cromwell,
your most specious instance, until vou show me the
seclusion. of his. bed-chamber, the breathings of his.
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sleep, and th known alarms which. Qmﬁﬂ%d kws l%tf
sickness and deaﬂa, 1 cannot trust his awmhamy tobks

~ * But.supposing this to- destro
‘the wicked,” said Tremame,  unhappil
not, equally well, the infliction of sm:h
suffered by the good.”

 Here, still,”” replied Evelyn, “ we are m ﬂm dm'k,.
for who are good, is a fearful question ; ‘and even with
those really so, we know not what trials may be neces-
~ sary for them, in the Divine sntention, in order to fit
them for higher rewards, any more than Whait mundane
consequences may follow of ultimate benefit, from the
very horrer inspired by their fate. It is this alone can
soften, or console me for the lot of that sainted
Princess of France whom™ 7 have mentioned.  But I
dare not meddle with it. I content myself with telling
you, as I have told myself, that in all these awful spe- -
-culations we are not true judges; we are even pre-
sumptuous pretenders, finites as we are, to judge of
infinite. Confined as we are to. this little circle, this.
close and bounded horizon, this speck of vision, 4
need not tell you, that he who sees the whole, sees
more than we, and can alone be judge. In short, I
need not say that God’s justice is not our justice, and.
it is not only folly, but scarcely less than impious;. to
require to understand the wisdom of the Alkm 0"?
measure his knowledge by our ignerance.”
- Seeing Tremaine moved, Hvelyn went on: ¢ Sﬂ

clear is this, that I would recommend you to the: well-
known tale of Parnell, as a sufficient solution, on. this




TREMAINE, 5 215

part of your objection, of all your doubts. It is a
fiction, indeed, but easily teducible to fact. You see
there, why an apparently generous man may be rob-
bed, and a miser enriched ; why a favourite and inno-
~ cent child may be cut off from a naturally virtuous
father, and a man, in the very act of an hospitable
office, murdered by an ungrateful villain; yet all be
right when understood. All this is so cogent, as well
as'so ingenious; so convincing, a well ‘as so beauti-
fully told, that I could envy the author of this now '
common-place, but still very delightful piece.” ~ *

* Tremaine felt mueh convinced ; but said he would
be better satisfied with a eritique upon real cases.

% All imaginary illustrations,” said Evelyn, “if they
are sound, may be made real. Once but ponder the
sentiment, that evil is almost always the concomitant
of‘g?réeiée:' good, and objections, founded on- phe njus-
tice of God, will melt away. You have talked of
plagues and earthquakes. They are frightful things ;
but could the processes which make the world what
it is, for the habitation of man, proceed without
them ?  And if they cannot, can their own necessary
consequences be avoided > In some instances, man is
himself the cause of his own liability to their mischiefs,
by fixing himself so completely in the midss of them.
The world is surely large enough. The same may be.
said of venomous ereatures and the beasts of the de-.
sert. 'They have a right to their world, as well as we.

“But you would have me criticise real cases! I
have told you I dare not; simply because I' do not,
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where a thmi's'ﬁd arms would have raised themselves
to defend him,—that such a thing should be, leads us
for ever to despair of that protection from Heaven,
which, you tell me, not only ean be, but is afforded to
mankind. For, of him, how justly may we say,
¢ Cadit et Ripheus justissimus unus
Qui fuit in Teucris, et servantissimus @qui," "

Here Tremaine was absolutelv stopped by his feelings.
Bl ’\'ly admiration of Mr. Percwal,” replied Evelyn,
with almost equal emotion, “was so great, my gratitade
for his friendship so sincere, his talents were so com-
manding, his genius so penetrating, yet his simplicity
80 primitive, that I can only join you in this warm and
merited eulogy. I may truly say, I love you the more
for loving him ; and you could not have mentioned an
event more calculated to stagger me, than the catas-
trophe of this excellent person.. Still I lose not my
confidence ; and though I am terrified and astounded
at the contemplation of this cruel murder, permitted,
as you say, in the very lap of his country, upon one of
its brightest and best citizens ; thongh I humble my-
self in fear and trembling before the mysterious Being
that could have warded the blow, and did not, still I
am convinced all was done in wisdom — wisdom,
though impenetrable. Possibly, to the victim himself,
it might have been mercy. That it was wrath to him
so amiable, and though unwarned so prepared, ! cani-
not believe. The manner of his death, to us horrid,
was, probably, to himself not worse, possibly not s0
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‘mankind. ‘And this is the short and co'mpléte answéf

toall the volumes of powerful | mvenmty that have been
written upon it in old and. medern tlme, partlculax‘ly

by Bayle,” * ' =

% I remember full well,” sald T:emame L Ba}le
puts the case of a mother pressed by her daughter, to
-dllow her to go to a masquerade. The mother knows
if she goes she will be seduced, yet suffers her; and
Bayle asks if the mother, who could have prevented it,

is not the causer of the guil‘t? 1 own 1 never coulvd :

~ discover a refutation of this.”

“dtas celtalnlv one of the mast p}zumble of a]l

Bayle’s sophisms,” replied Evelyn % Yet the fallacy
of the comparison is obvious. For the mother, accord-
ing to the supposition, has no question before her, but
whether the daughter should go or not. 'The absence
of the daughter would not interfere with the masque-
rade, neither, if it would, does the case suppose that

there was any object in holding the masquerade, preg-

nant with some great design of infinitely greater con-
sequence to the world at large than the presewﬁtmn
* even of the daughter from harm, which design would
be defeated unless all young people (this daughtel’

among “thern) were to attend. All this should have been

supposed by Bayle, to have made the cases parallel.”

* How does this appear?” asked Tremaine; « or
hiow do you make out the paramount object, in the
scheme of God’s moral government ?”

# Passim : but particularly Paulicians.



% Why, the Wholc of What we ca]l our rational
liberty, and conscquently wirtue,” answered Evelyn,
% depends upon it. Without this freedom, we should
be mere machines, having no responsibility ; in which,
perilous as it is, at least the importance of a rational
creature consists. For, in what does our glory above
irrat or\al creatures establish itself, but reason? And
what is reason but rational choice? But how choice,
if we may not go wrong as well as right > Without
this power, there could be no virtue, or at least no
merit. Without misfortune, there could be no forti-
tude ; without failures, no prudence; without diseases,
no temperauce without Wl‘Ollgb, no _]us‘uce Thus, not
even the cardinal virtues.”

Tremaine seemed impressed, and ruminated as xf
something new had broken in upon him. ‘

¢ As far then,” continued Evelyn, * as it is for our
good and for our happiness, according to the scheme
of the creatien, to live in the exercise of our reason;
to endeavour after virtue, through temptation and-
stru«rgle to enjoy victory the more for having bought
it at such a price ; and in these respects to be elevated
above ‘the brutes—so far is free-will (liable as it is to
go wrong, and consequentlv exposed to evil), a desirable
constitution ;. at any rate, it is our ‘constitution. :

“ It must be allowed, however, that whether it is a
Vre-ally'happy constitution or not, must depend upon thg
question, whether the price paid for it is, or is not, too
- high. In other words, whether the evil or good is pre-
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pollent. And tliis, as I i}ave sal& Is, I t,hmk mcon—
testably in favour of the good.” ~ =

% 1 would wish this more amply proved Sai’d
Tremaine.

“ 16 rephed Evelyn, “ by the slmple uestion

which has not without shrewdness been asked,~—whe-

ther the great bulk of mankind, and partlculaﬂy per-

haps of those who declaim most agamst their miseries,

“would, upon having the choice given them of life or
death, decide for the latter. Some few there may be,
(it is to be hoped very few) who may wish 'to quit the
world, from real and intolerable misery; some from
bemg tired of it; some from having nothing to do;
some] from being worn out, and longing for a better.

It is a melancholy truth that some do destroy them-

selves. But how few are all these in proportion to
those who are born, and do all they can to live, and

enjoy their lives! Observe the playful child, the frolic

youth, the exuberant man! View him i his different
occupations !—the ravished poet, the exstatic lover,
the mettled soldier, the energetlc statesman, the con-
templative philosopher, the retired devotee: of thought
and letters!| Observe even the uneducated, content
with the mere pleasures of health and exercise, the
enJO)ment of strength and limbs, the poor man’s "lChES,
sighed for by the rich, often in vain !

% It is indeed in the snnphcmes of life that happil—
nessimost abounds; and these are always in our power.
The whole treasures of nature,

¢ The earth, the air, the common skies—’
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The freshness of the morning ; the mvigorating sun ;
the sedatives of eve; a walk with a friend! But if
a mistress add a grace to the scene,— :

¢ If chance, with nymph-like step, some virgin pass,
- What pleasing seemed for her now pleases more.”

% Love indeed is the first and great kindler of life;
it precedes ambition ; it absorbs and concentrates all
the social passions—for it is friendship refined and

sublimed, if I may so say, by personal attraction, a

chivalrous devotion, sweet admiration, and sweeter
hope ! ; : ‘ '
& This is charming,” said Tremaine, “ and not the
less so, in so grave a subject, from being unexpected.”

% It is strict argument,” continued Evelyn, « for
love alone gives happiness to nine-tenths of the world,
and gilds the greater part of life; and the more re-
fined, the more mental it is; that is, the greater the
sources of preference or rejection, in other words, free-
will, the higher and more intense is the happiness.
Tt is the freedom here, with all its concomitant evils,
that constitutes the pleasure and richness of the gift.”

& You class love, then,” said Tremaine, smilingly,
% among the simplicities of life ! ™ :

¢« ] do: for the moment it becomes sophisticated

with art or luxury, or the mystifications of fashion and

__finery, such as are found in London or Paris—the
ﬁiﬁi’i‘rgnt a Lady Gertrude or Lady Georgiana gets hold
“of it, that moment adieu to what God made it. It
then becomes the child of man.”
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. T like all this much,” said."Tl‘*Emai’ne, “ but your
are evidently a successful lover, and have neither taken
the dark side of the pxcture, nor menmoned other and
worse evils.”

“ I have supposed success in the end replied ;
Bvelyn, “ to my lover, but I have no objectzorl to .
throw in a few fears and disappointments, if only to
heighten the pleasure of succeeding. It is for my
point that I should do so, which is that success implies
a possibility of failure, but that good not only prepon-
derates, but greatly preponderates in the lot of man.
Tt is so here, it'is so in all the other passions. Were
there not such a thing as fear, there would be no hope,
¢ that comes to all.” It is so with ambition, whether
for power or riches; for even the miser would have no
pleasure in hoarding, if there were no thieves, or money'
could be picked up like pebbles in the street; and who
does not know that to excel, where there can be no-
contest, places no feather in our caps? In short, could
there be no dxsappomtment there could be no joy; all
would satiate.” T

“ [ am much satisfied,” said Tremaine, ¢ in regard
to evil; but there are other dificulties, arising out of ‘
this free-will, which are to me so insurmountable as to
endanger your whole argument.” :

¢ Name them,” said Dvelyn. :

“ The first is,” answered Tremaine, ¢ that if there
is this free-will, it must be independent even of God.
In more reverent language, God must leave it thus
independent, or it can no longer be free. What then
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to thg: heart, but hard enough fto the;und;erstanding;
‘which yet in the end are worked out hy it, when hoth
heart and understanding are properly in tune. We
lately quoted Wollaston ; do you recollect one of the
most beautiful descriptions ever given by a sincere
Jover of wisdom, in what he has said on this very
truth ? that © it is the offspring of silence, of unbroken
meditation, and of thoughts often revised and cor-
rected.” ” : -
¢ Tt is an engaging, perhaps, an accurate account,”
said Tremaine ; “ but is truth, then, after all, so hard
to come at?” - - =
 All agree, you know,” said Evelyn, smiling, “ that
she lies in a well.” —»
~ “Tao deep, perhaps, in this instance, to be fished
np :
I hope not, for you will recollect the great ad-
vance we have made in filling our minds with the
moral certainty of the existence of what we are exa-
mining. TIs a point, then, that we do not understand,
to demolish what we do understand ; and this merely
because we do not understand the whole 27
“If it imply a contradiction,” rejoined Tremaine,
¢ 1 should say, yes ! 7 =
. “ What! without understanding the whole? « vI
_allow, however,” proceeded Evelyn, © this is the
strong-hold of scepticism, which must, therefore, be
minutely examined.. For how many implied contra~
dictions are there to indisputable truths, which, upon






for eﬁam;ﬂe do ymi conceive of the eternal Bemg, -
that he is not older to-day than yesterday, nor yauggﬂ s
to—day than a thousand years hence?” :

< Tremaine allowed there was much force in this,

¢ But even in things intelligible, though difficult,”
coutinued Evelyn, “many are the paradoxes which
seem at first unanswerable objections to a truth, yet
the truth stands, spite of the paradox. Omne of the
_ greatest I know, affects, what nevertheless all are
most agreed upon, I mean the incorporeity of the Deity.
That God is a spirit, you, at least, do not doubt. That
he should move and govern the material world of mat-
ter, can never be explained. And yet that spirit can
move matter is cbvious; in every voluntary motion that
our bodies make. — 2

¢ Again, that the world shcmld continue to revolve
round its own axis, hung upon nothing, is equally
difficult, equally contradictory to all our human finite
‘notions of the laws of physies. Yet, who doubts it?
Who is surprised at it?  What tutor or tutoress does
not teach it? What child not understand it ? -

¢ If you ponder upon this, which I see you de, how
- much food will many other seeming contradictions
afford you! ~What think you of the hyperbolic curve,
which for ever approaches nearer and nearer to a given
line, yet never, by possibility, ean touch it 2 -

“ What say you to the most received and undis-
puted notion of all really philosophical deists, as as well
as of the disciples of a more sublime religion, that
God made the world out of nothing? Yet this is ob-
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find them in numbers,” answered Evelyn. ¢ For ex-ﬁ
-ample, before gravity was demonstrated who woule]i'_
have believed in the antlpodes? One unfm’tunate.
philosopher was, I think, put to death for pmvmg‘
. them. : ==
« Before the prism, who would not have thoughtx.
it a contradiction to say there was no colour in the
rainbow ? and even now, could we imagine a philo- -
sopher ameng Indian savages, with genius enough to .
conceive, and boldness enoug‘] to assert, that in other
latitudes water might become so hard as that armies
might march or encamp upon it; that in one part of
the globe the night and day continued for six months
each, or that summer took place at Christmas, winter
in June l—who would not disbelieve the philosopher
on account of the seeming contradiction? .
“ Again, let us suppose such a barbarian philoso-
pher, or one, perhaps, who had tr avelled, to revisit his
native country, and to assert that he had seen nations
who lived in ahxp<, and could traverse ten thousand
miles of ocean, by the help merely of a small card,
with a needle hung upon it !—would he not be re-
garded as a liar? or, perhaps, be put to death llke
my poor philosopher of the antipodes ?”” -
“ You put this well,” said Tremaine, “ put is it
sufficient to rest upon the mere supposed possibility of
clearing up the palpable contradiction between free-
will and Providence which I have mentioned ? Ought
not some probable, or, at the very least, really possible
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gmund be Rhown for supposing the thmg smcept:ble
of explanatmn ey

“ [t is enough,” said Evelyn, ** to prove the Pro-
vidence, which I think has been proved, to exempt us
from any fear founded upon the apparent contradic-
tion. Providence once established per se, to s say that
the ways in which God, a being so beyond our under-
standings, knows and directs things which are un-
known and never can be known to us, such finite
miserable worms, beats down, I think at once, much
~ of the ohjecton. ' -

¢ Feeling that Providence is ; true, and also that the
free-will of man is true, and looking for a reconciliation
of the seeming opposition between these two,—not in
the ways of man, but of God, it is enough to any heart
well affected to the subject, to leave the difficulty
there. And here, again, I agree with the excellent
Wollaston, when he says, © It is far from bemg new
that our facuities should disciose to “lis the existence
of thmgs and then dxop us in our enquiries how they.

are.
“But 1 by no means wish it he thought that

autlwﬂtv alone, if I may ecall it so, is to close this

subject between us; because I think if only a possi-

bility can be shown, whether from falr analogies, or -
even from imaginary cases, that the two powers can

belcconcﬂed, it is a duty to show this, provided, if

it is’ shown, even as a possibility, or an imaginary

case, you will allow the difficulty vanishes.”



= Had you 1m0t he&ter prcpound your diffics
dlstmeﬁy 17 said Evelyn. i
It is too well known to detam us: lﬁmg, rephed :
' Tmmame, “and I confess it goes to the bottom of
all morals. If a soldier is bound hand and foot by
his officer, how can he be answerable to him for not
fighting ?  Or if he obey his officer by fighting, how
can ke be punished for having fought? You teli me
that Providence wills that a state shall be ruined; or 2
particular man cut off by assassination. To do this,
some Attila or Bonaparte, without the smallest pre-
tence of right, nay, with a premeditated determina~
tion to wrong, invades the state; or, to revert to a sad
subject again, some Bellingham or Nicholson* shall
lie in wait and commit the murder. 1 ask, if Pro-
vidence had directed this, how are any of them guilty ?
I say, if this was God’s will, and if, in consequence of
that will, Be Imgham sense of injury (true or false,
rational or irrational), prompted his hand, how was he
guilty, and why was he punished ? *
%I donot, as you may suppose, think murderers are
not to be hanged, or invaders not resisted ; ‘but is it
__not more rational to suppose that Heaven leaves all
this to ourselves, to take measures according to our

s ‘\Tmholson, it perhaps may be rememberad was the servamﬁ :
and murdever of Mr. and Mrs, Thompson Bonar, two most respec
table and virtuous persons. He declared be had no guarrel with
them ; it was not.for gain; and it was not premeditated. The
thought came into his mind, and he executed it instantly. He was
not e
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reastm, tha'r tlmft: we should be involved in the inex-
tricable doubt, as to our conduct wh:ch your doctnner
implies ? :

- % Your supposition is not less, s.nd Evelyn,  than
tha!: if God is the disposer of man’s actions, inasmuch

as ﬁmﬁy'df them are criminal, he must be the author
~ of crime.” : »
- Tt dsso,” rephed Tremame.

%1 wish it were as easy,” rejoined Evelyn, © to ac-
count for the mysterious Providence that permitted the
‘events you have alluded to, as to defend Heaven from
this imputation. For, though the wickedness of Bel-
lingham made him a proper instrument, in the hands
of the Supreme Disposer, to effect this fearfal, this
inserutable dispensation, it by no means follows tha.t
he was made wicked for that purpose.”

%[ see it,” said Tremaine.  You mean that the
death of Mr. Percival was the will of Heaven, the
erime of Belhngham his own.” :

“ Exactly so,” observed Evelyn; ¢ and this is, per-

 haps, the best comment, in few words, that can be made
upon an axiom which, perhaps, contains all that can be
said on the subject :—* Man proposes, God disposes.” ”

“ Still there is a diffculty,” continued Tremaine ;
“ and though of another kind, not, perhaps, so soon
got over. I mean that founded upon the foreknow-
ledge of this event in the Divine mind. For, if fore-
known, it must have been resolved under all the cir-

_ cumstances that attended it. The murder and the
murderer were, therefore, predestinated: how, then,
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could Bellingham fail to be the assassin? and if so,
how help being guilty?”?  ~ -  © i
- “The objection is neither new, nor without embar-
rassment,” replied Evelyn ; “but, I own, I thought it
had been so ably espleded long ago, that I wonder; :

with the researches you have evidently made, you have

not yourself been long since satisfied. The whole dif-
ficulty of predestination, as to the events of life, scems ‘
to me to have been made far too much of, and by no
means warrants the trouble that has been wasted upon
it.” Here he stopped. : —

T am all ear,” said Tremaine.

% Why, as to events of life, what can be more clear
than the answer that has al\’vays been afforded. They
do not happen because God foresees thems but he
foresees them, because they happen.” =

«Still,” said Tremaine, « if they could not have
happened otherwise, how is the agent free? ”

% You assume,” returned Evelyn, “that they could
not have happened otherwise. We say they might;
ounly we add, what is true, that they could not have
happened as they did, and not have happened as they
did. There could be but one event, and that event,
therefore, might be foreseen.” : =5t =

% Then, surely, it was predestinated,” said Tre-
maine,  and could not but have happened as it did.”

% This is the deepest of all the fallacies that mislead
us,” replied Bvelyn; “and the cause is, that we judge
after the fact. - But, I repeat, an event cannot happen,
and not happen. Only one thing can-be said of ity
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e;t,her that xt dld or did not, after the time is gone by,
wheén it was or was not to take place. We who live
"a&erwards kuow the event, and say that having hap-
pened, it must necessarily have happened. I beg to

know why? What proof is there that it was not
perfectly cantwgeni? What difficulty, that any one
- endowed wn;h the gift of foresight, might not foresee
how the contingency would be disposed of ? :

¢ I would illustrate it by prophecy,” said Tremaine.
< a, prophet foretells a fact. Is it possible that the
fact can not happen, if the prophet speak true ?”

% Certainly not,” replied Evelyn; © but what is this
more than that man being free to act, the prophet
foresaw how he would use his free-WxU that is, how
he would act.” z

“ Yet, suppose the prophet foretel to any given man
what he will do: is it not competent,” asked Tremaine,
“for the man to resolve to do just the contrary, and
so belie the prophetP or if not competent what be-
comes of free-will 2

¢ This is like a subtlety in Baramnd,’ answered
Evel)n “ Let me ask you, does a man always do
what he resolves to do? And if not, may not his
departure from his resolve be the very consequence of
his ﬁee—wxll ? Casar resolved not to pardon Deijota-
= rus, noththstandmg all that Cicero mlght say. But
- he heard Cicero, and then pardoned him, notwithstand-
~ ing his resolve. Was Ciesar free or not ?”

“I am conquered,” said Tremaine, “ and glad to
be s0.”
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_ % To return, then, to our lamétl'ted"subje*ét,” replied

7 Evelyn “ Milton, with as good argument as poétry,

~will help us ‘here, in what he makes the Ommpotent
say of our first parents 'when they chose to fall :—

¢ Ingrate ! be had of me :
AL he would have ; I made him just and ri ght, :,

' Bufficient to have staod though free to fall,”
Again :—

¢ They, therefore, as to right belong'd,
So were created; nor can justly accuse
“Their Maker, or their making, or their%fs}tg; =
‘As if Predestination overtrul’d
Their will, disposed by absolute decree
Or high foreknowledge. They themselves decreed
Theirown revolt, not I; it T foreknew,
Forelnowledge had no influence on their fault,
Wohich had no less prov'd certain, unforelnown.

“ Now. take it the other way, and suppose that, fore-
seeing an intended murder, the Almighty has resolyed
to protect an illustrious vietim. He may do so with-
out interfering with the murderer’s free-will.”

“ I beseech you explain,” said Tremaine.

“ Why, even if he interposed by a miracle, and an
angel is actually seen presenting a shield to the bullet,
the event is prevented, but the crime is equally in-
tended, and the will of the criminal uninvaded.”

“ This might be confessed,” said Tremaine, “ hut
the miracle does not happen, and never happens.”

“ Not as miracle,” answered Evelyn, “ but if the
blow is warded by other means, I mean by natural
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this ; if the physician’s knowledge is for a time clouded
on purpose that the child may die, it is miracle; if it -
die because the physician cannot eure, it is not Pro-
vidence. ' e =

4 It was hence that I attributed our late eséap_e,r for
which you scelded me, to good fortune ; but as I saw
no miracle, nothing even surprising, or out of the com-
mon course of things, 1 could not but believe myself
right.

¢ There are stories indeed, which, giving the ima-

_gination an agreeable surprize, and cheating it, as it
_ were, into an illusign it is always fond of, for amoment
startle us, but they will not bear the test of enquiry,
and a wise man laughs at his own dream during the
fond period that beguiled him of his reason.”

% Let us, however, have your stories,” said Evelyn.

¢ They are scarcely worth repeating,” returned
Tremaine ; “ yet I have sometimes fastened upon them
with delight. But the days are gone when I was thus
happy, and thus deceived.” - :

“ You can at least remember,” said Evelyn, “ what
it was that so pleased and so deceived you? ”’

“ Yes! I recollect the impression made upon me
when scarce a youth, by an account of a dog which
rescued a mobleman of the north, when on his travels
in Germany, from a designed murder, by preventing
his going %o a bed, which sunk through the floor in the
middle of the night. The whole was a romance, and
1 totally forget the authority.”

g






of the bed where his empanmhsd lain, au& Hemy,-
not without reason, thinks he had been prot :
kept awake. In all probability, it not only saved his
own }1&13113; the dreamer ’s also, whe would have found
“jthard to have escaped, by laying the death to a dream.

« Upon this subject, I need not remind you ef
Simonides, whose life was preserved by being merely
called out of a room a minute before the roof fell in,
and destroyed those that remained.” :

% In these instances,” returned Tremaine, I graut
the seeming reconcilement, because here is no med-
dling with the laws of natire ; but upon that part of
the argument you have not touched. I remember, in-
deed, your respectable old Sherlock endeavours to
build much upon this, but never, in my mind, could
succeed, because he proves too much. He tells you
in terms that, to be sure, the general laws by which
the world exists, the motions of the heavenly baodies,
the seasons, and a long et cztera, cannot be inter-
rupted ; that fire must burn, and water drown; but
then again, that there are things of less consequence,
such as the winds, and the rains, and the thunder, the
application of which God reserves to himself, in order
to influence men’s conduct by punishing wickedness
and rewarding virtue. There is also chance and acei-
dent, which be sure is Heaven’s special provinee, be-
cause distinet from all rules, to be used for the same
purpose. I own I did not expect from a man so
learned, and not a bad reasoner upon the whole, to
condescend to such refutzble positions. They are not
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e sg:egwns 5 since a child, with en;y a smatt&mxg e
physies, would tell you that wmd and rain, and thun-
der, are all govemed by mm;\utabie laws, all proceed
from known and regular causes, which, therefore, will
nroduce regular effects, and these can no more be un- -

certain than gravitation itself. He quotes, I think, Sen-
nacherib, whose army, on arriving before Jerusalem, was
all destroyed or rendered useless by one night's rain—
as if the rain would not have fallen exactly where it
did, and at the time it did, whether Sennacherib had
arrived there or not. : 2 =

% As to his chance and fortuue, they are no bettex 2
for they too are always the effect of known causes,
only, from not having been foreseen, they are called by -
those names. That they operate of themselves, w1thout
assignable causes, it is even blinduess to assert.”

- % Vet it was to this Lhance and this fortune that you
attributed our recent escape,’ > observed Evelyn.

% True,” said Tremaine, and was silent.
% With all this,” proceeded Tvelyn,  in which I
pm'tly agree with you, the Dean may be right in the
main.”
- % Now this is more tha,n 1 expected from you, sald -
Tremaine. 5

“ My expoultmn is very simple,” returned Evelyn«'
% for though I am really not natural philosopher
enough to know so exactly the causes of rain and wind,
as to pronounce what it is that encreases or diminishes
them so irregularly as they are encreased or rdiminished,
-and I am therefore not prepared to eay with you, that
M2
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thls is chlldlsh in the Dean, yet I mll med :
%ﬁ with your laws of physies. T allow that the trade-
_wmd must blow, the rain probably fall; and certainly
vaur old ruin totter, without waiting for Chartres, if
the gourse of nature has arrived at the proper point.
T want no- mn-acle to alter that course. - But you have
not adverted to the possibility for the Ahmghty S0 to
dispose of the conduct of petsons who are to be affected
by these regular phenomena in physxcs, as to bring
them within their scope precisely at the given moment,
when the effeet intended to be produced by them mll
be produced.”

€ This is new, ? said T 1emame, thoughtfullv.

% Take the old invader, Sennacherib, for example,”
pursued Evelyn; “ you may speak true, though I

“know it not, when you say the rain would have fallen
‘on the night when he arrived at Jerusalem, whether
he arrived or not. But you know not how that arrival
was brought about ; what Turking, latent cause, un-
known perhaps to himself, operated upon the spirits,
or understandings, the passions or views of him or his
captains ; in short, you know not the thousand little
‘aceidents, producing a thousand different motives, yet
all tending to one point, which, by quickening or re-
“tarding his march, did, in effect, ‘produéé the arrival in
“question exactly at the time it did.

“ The consequence, then, is clear, and all the ai
ference between Sherlock and me is, that he makes, or
seems to make Providence send the rain to destroy
Seunacherib’s army, I send the army to be destroyed.”




TREMA[NE. 245

“ Y(m have still to make out,” pcr51stéd Tremaine,
but very thoughtfully, ¢ the little latent causes which
JAnfluenced so many pexseus in dxrer.tmo" this eventful
march.” ,

- That is not my buﬂxmss, 1epLed Evehn. “Tam
.mer.ely called upon to relieve Sherlock’s dxfﬁc,ulty and
all the way through, I again beg you to recollect that
1 am not bound to prove what I can know nothing of,
the governing principles which impel a man’s conduet
m a given case, but merely with a view to our pont,
the possibility that an event may be regulated by Pro- .
vidence, without interfen’ng with the laws of physics
or the free-will of man.”

% You have cleared Sherlock better than I e\pected
said Tremaine, “ and will clear him quite, if you can
do away one other difficulty, whlch I own has foiled
me whenever I have approached it.”

- Hyelyn was all attention,

- % Jtis,” continued Tremaine, “ that drawn from
the apparent miraculous interference with the ordinary
course of things which must always be supposed, if the
latent influential causes you have alluded to (not merely
in the case of Sennacherib, but in any other), are the
immediate effect of God's will, and would not otherwise
have taken effect. If they would otheryise have
“existed, there is an end of the Providence.”

“ Say rather of the immediate inferposition inter-
fering with the ordinary course of things, in other
words, of miracle,” replied Evelyn; © yet I trust this



i




TREMAINE. - =y

; the saske of argument, agreed, ** said Tremaine,
o« Then,” observed Hvelyn, “ our subject is con=
cluded ; for the Supreme First Cause having all conse- '
guences, throughout all subsequent time, before him, at
the original creation or institution of things, may so
frame that institution asto produce, even in the mere
‘eourse and, order of nature, and without, miracle, ex-
actly what effects he pleases at any gzven epoch of
time.”

% The field you open is immense,” cried Tremame,
% and the excursions wide, wild, and uncertam e
. Wide, if you will, but not wild or uncertain,” an-
swered Evelyn ; “ I should rather say they were cer-
tain.” - : ; =
- ““ Buppose I grant 'th‘i ¥’ said Tremaine. ,

% You will then grant every thing,” rejoined his
&iend ; “ for no one latent or unperceived motive
even now, arising from whatever cause, whether moral
wor physieal, whether to affect the spirits, and therefore
‘the will and judgment in man, or producing any event
in nature, for example, the march of an army, or a
storm overtaking it—nothing of this, happen when it
will, but must have heen cast in the beginning of time,
and the very laws of nature perhaps framed with a view
to btmg it about !’ :

sulhe supposmon is stupendous, exclaimed Tre-
maine, ,

“ But far from unposs1b1e, and if possible, why, then,
there is an end of miracle in the combmatlon of second
causes,” said Evelyn.
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. Tremaine folded his arms, became silent ziijﬁiﬁgn-s'i&é; :
eyedall the landscape of theLoire, and for a time scemed
lost, till, at last, breaking silence, “ Do you know,"”
said he, © your exposition has delighted me? Itis
new, and, to me, cogent ; at least I have no answer at
hand, and I am sure [ seek for mapel = i '
. % This is, indeed, a great point gained,” returned
Evelyn. = ,

« But as to the chance and fortune which Sherlock ‘
insists upon,” resumed Tremaine. : S

¢« Nothing can be more true than what you have
said of them,” replied Evelyn ; * but, at the same time,
that which produces them is susceptible of the same
conversion to particular ends, as the phenoména‘
of nature we have been discussing. You called our
escape from the bullet and from the dog lucky; I
felt it to be providential. Your now right notion of -
chance, which is another word for luck, but which you
very properly say, means only a thing not intended,
and therefore mot forescen, arising out of things
+hat are intended and foreseen, confutes yourself. For,
though it could not be foreseen that a snake should
cross the gamekeeper’s ‘path, ‘and make him miss his
4im, and the act of the snake’s creeping there was
no miracle, yet, in the manner we have discussed, it
anight be the original act of Providence, and both the
free-agency of the gamekeeper and the law of physics
preserved. : ‘

“ 8o, in closing the gate as we did, if we had been
two yards farther from it than we were, that act
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tmghi‘.shzwg beeu prevented, but we know not by what

secret operation of the Almwhtys geodness on the

‘ natural; faculties of the dog, or on our own, we arrived
“at the gate just in. time to ciose i
=1 might agree te this,” said Tremame, “ but for one
gteat difficulty, which strikes me here, but not certainly
for the first time.”

. %Name it.”

“You tell me of the government of a man’s conduct,
by perhaps secret motives, and I allow, from what you

-have explained, that it may be providential without
‘being miraculows, DBut whether open or secret, if
-these motives are instilled into us by the Almighty,
who knows the effect they will have, you at once destroy
-the very freedom of will you are upholding. For,
i;hough there is no outward or perceptible force, yet
-there is an inward and impeyceptible force, and the

. poor man heing equally under force, is equally berett of

. freedom.” , = :

“The answer,” returned Evelyn, ¢ is still the same.

- Action may be controlled, yet the will left free. ¥or,

 though I say that motives may be instilled, it does not
follow that the will is not frcely exercised in being
~swayed by them.

. “ Buowing your temper, for example, 1 may set
certain arguments before you, with a view to persuade
you to a certain conduct; or I may lend you a parti-
cular book, or send you a friend, with the same view.
Isuccef.d 5 yet would you hold yousself governed, or

M5
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allow that you had not exercised your own diseretion
i agreeing with me, on the ohject pmpﬁsed? L o

- % I should not,” said Tremaine. S
- «Well, then ! in the same manner, may not tha great
Dlsposer proceed to offer such motives as he knows
may incline the free judgment of man to a particulur
decision, leading him to do, or refrain from doing, a
particular act? Here the act is done, or let alone, by
a will perfectly free, yvet the end of Providence is
~accomplished, as much as if it had had no discre-
tion. The mode of duing this must for ever he un-
known to us, but never taking place except through
.second causes, it is not miraculous, and no force is
imposed.”

“ Will you amplify this a little more,” said Tre-.
maine ; * it demands much reflection.” -
“ Were I to do so,” returned Evelyn, € it is incon-
_ceivable what a number of petty motives, trifling actions,
and trumpery passions, might be brought into revies,
It would almost make one lend one's self toWalpole’s
flippant remark that a quarrel between two bed-cham- -
ber women Drought about the peace of Utrecht. It
is certain that while old Sarah was affecting to despise
the ¢ ragged boy’ Hill, and turning up her nose at her
_quondam creature and cousin Abigail,* she knew not

# The reader here is not to be told of the rivalry between the
cousins, the Duchess of Marlbomuwh and Mprs. Abigail Hill, mat-
“ried to Mr. Mas‘lmm, afterwards Lord Masham of Gats. (,n\(mbl
Hil}, her brothier, whomn the Duchess, inall the valgarity ofa woman



~ how it emdncaltoplaneawakandjealous mistress in
the hands of an intriguing statesman,* who without it
probably could not have overset the Prince Marlbo-
- rough, and given pea.ce to Europe. If that statesman .
~ himself had not felt affronted and undervalued by his
_quondam colleagues, probably he too would mot have
been ready and desirous to seize upon the vacant pos-
session of the Queen. ‘ '
“ Observe,” continued Evelyn, seeing Tremaine pre-
pared to contest it, “I do not say this was either the
- only or the chief cause that governed good Mrs. Mor-
eyt but it greatly assisted as a second cause; and many
~ such causes, to use the language of Bacon, ‘whxch
1 quoted just now,  confederate and linked together,’
produced the disposition to peace, least expected in
in England ; and this (in the same language) drives the
mind ¢ to Providence and Deity.” ”
< ] wish I could make this out,” said Tremaine. .
. “ You had no difficulty in the case of Sennacherib,”
returned Evelyn, “ and it would not be a hard, though
1 allow it would be a speculative task, to imagine by
_what influential second causes the blood, and spirits,
and passions of the Duchess were moved to the precise

in a passion, calls a ragzed boy, afforded by his forced promotion the
first proof to the world of Marlborough’s decline.
2 # Lord Oxford. :

: & The private name which Queen Anne, in the days of her ro-
mance with the Duchess, assumed in her letters : the Duchess, in
the same spirit, callivg herself Mrs. Freeman. Charming mo-
ments! But they were moments. Do not la.ugh at them, Reader,
you have had them yourself. ;

A
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*
] '?’T}us"wﬂl e, at least, remarkable, observed Tre-
‘maine. : : o =
“ Why, on how~many occasions, mght after night,
“have members ‘upon members, particularly of party
_men on both sides of the House, yourself among them,
voted upon thmgs (I must, of course, say according to
your conscxences) which would never have been
-‘thought of, because mever presented to you, except
from the management of one or two, or at most half a
‘dozen leaders. These have already settled (out of the
- House) all that shall be done within it; yet, men like
yourself have always felt mdependent i yoies, 2~
“ No doubt ! said Tremaine.
% 80 man, in chusing or refusing,” replied Evelyn,
= liable to be led, vet free to determine.”
You have made out this, too, hetter than [ ex-
9 pected;” proceeded Tremaine ; “ but, if I understand
‘you, we must at best fall back upon our old difficulty,
since you prove all to be the act of Heaven, the leader
—not of man, the led. For although you guard your-
self by the salvo that the will is free to determine, yet
if the motives presented are sufficient to pfdduce' the
determination, I see no difference hetween that and
positive force. In your illustration, you supposed a
few leaders toi)rbpmmd all business of the House of
Commons, They, then, in effect do that business;
and if so, though those who adopt it, may in fact be
free, yet the junta alene are principally and really re-
-sponsible. The effect of this upon our question is ob-
vious; for, from your own account, it is Heaven that

-
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_-moves us, though we think we move ourselves, in'the
same manner as I toss an apple before a c\hil'dtp, make
~ him move in the direction I wish him. Thus, then,
-all our acts are God’s acts; and though, spite of the
,mechanism vou have supposed, some responsibility
.may attach upon us, yet, in effect, all that is done,
‘being done by Heaven, the evil and sins of the werld
~ -have Heaven for their instigator. This is fearful, and
.from you [ looked for a far different exposition.”

“ This is no more than what T expected from one so
“keen in objection,” replied Evelyn. “ Nay, I will own
to you, I think it the greatest difficulty in the whole
subject. Still I think it may be solved.” :

“If it can, you will have my eternal thanks,” said
Tremaine. A =
“ At least be assured,” continued Evelyn, ¢ that
mean no such impiety as that Heaven is the author of
sin. In order to this, I would beg you for ever to
keep in mind, that there is a broad and marked dis-
tinction between an event, and the moral conduct that
produces ii. The event, according to us, must always
~be God’s, either by his willing, or suffering it to be
brought about; the manner of bringing it about may
be entirely the agent’s.”. =
“ This is important,” said Tremaine. _
¢ Again, the agency may be of a nature either vir-
~ tuous or vicious, according to the character of the
agent employed ; which character is his own, and is
-not affected from the mere circumstance of his being
used as an agent. A physician may use violent or
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“gentle remedies, as best suits the nature of -the case,
“yet is he not the author of the poison, or the emol-
 lient, which it may be necessary to a{hnll‘iihter. :

% Proceed,” said Tremaine. araE e
e it arpmson therefore, be 1o bc admmsLered a5 a

‘pomqn, becaube he mix 11: up, or give it to his patient.
Bo, if the Almighty, in his wisdom, chuse to remove
even a good man from the world, or, for impenetrable
purposes of his .own, to occasion his downfall, or try
him by any severity of discipline, (of all which we
never can be the judges,)'should he do this through
the instrumentality of wickedness, and a man who, in
-his free-agency, has become rlpe and ready for thls in-
steinientality, . . .. .3, '
¢ 1 see your meaning,” said Tremaine ; “ and allow
.that Heaven, though it ordain the event, does not
‘cause the wickedness.”
 On the contrary,” returned Evelyn; “so deter-
mined might the Deity be to leave man perfectly free,
that in casting the scheme of his dispensations. when
he originaﬂy created mankind, he might, accerding to
my theory, from foreseeing what every man would do
‘in given circumstances, have originally shaped his own
government of nature accordingly.”
¢ This would allow him even to alter, or accommo-
date his plans; but is ‘it possible,”” said Tremaine,
€€ that you can mean to go so far?”
€ It is so clear from all we see of the powers of
God,” replied Evelyn, “ that nothing can happen with-

&
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ready to-go any | _‘gth nm ammmtmg m unpmssxbrhty,
in e\u]ammg the seel i =

‘his free-wﬂl to be v1rtuouq tl’at the course o’f i
originally in the Divine mind, would have been aff cted
'by lt"” bt s Lo =y
“ 1 goall that length, ‘said Evelm. :

“ This is the modt extraordinary” doctrine I -ever
heaxd observed Tremaing, yet scnomly rw(ﬂvmg the '
“tram to which this led. . i

~ %It is not altogether new,”. retumed'Evtalyn; '“Aat
least there is a very curious dialogue of Laurentius
Valla, quoted and enlarg ed by L(—‘l bnitz in his Essay
upon the Goodness of God and the Free-will of Man.
Tu this, he supposes Sextus Tarquinius to consult the
Delphic oracle as to his fate. It is predicted. He
complains, The oracle refers him to Jupiter and the
Destivies ; to whom he bemoans himself, and says,
they might have made him happy if they had pleased.
Tupltel answers, it is you who determmc your owi lot.
You chuse to go to Rome to be a king, and I know
best what will happen there if FOU do. Give up going
to Rome, and the Destinies will spin anothker thread for
. you. - Sextus does not see why be should give up ‘the
chances of being a king, and thinks he may avoid the
evils of a visit to Rome, and be a gmmd mmmrch ‘not-
withstanding. He goes, and is undone.” '
i e ;
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% This is amusing,” said Tremaine ; ¢ but how does
ﬂus come up to your doctrine?”

% The story is not ended,” observed Evelyn, ¢ ' Theo-
dmms, the h1g11~pnest and favourite of Jupiter, is a
Little shocked at the answer to Sextus, and submis-
sively begs to know whether he might not have been
allowed to be a good king as he desired. Jupiter,
through Minerva, shows him the palace of the Des-
tinies, in which are the plans of many worlds, varying
according to the choice and actions of men. In some
of these, he sees Sextus, under ano’:er choice, exceed-
ingly happy; but he had chosen ove stated, and the
plan of the world he was in was shaped accordingly.” :

“ This is a profound speculation,” ebserved Ire-
‘maine.

%It is so,” said Evelyn; «But 1 wish you to pursue
it. It will show you that men who have chosen ill
may be used by the Almighty for his own purposes,
vet they, and not Heaven, be the authors of their own
sin, Having chosen sinfully beyond redemption, God
may then make use of them, and for a while appear to
let, them prosper till his purposes are answered. It is
in this sense that many a scriptural phrase of seemingly

~ dangerous ambiguity is to be explained, where God is
. supposed to harden men in their sins; to have har-
dened Pharaoh’s heart, for instance, than whic 'n, with-
out such explanation, few prressmns can be so lable
to abuse.”’ :

% This aceount is not without satisfaction,” said Tre-

’
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‘ ﬁ,aa@ =0 sagred,’’ mphﬁd Bvelyn,’ < that I cannot be
'burpmed at your warmth—I might even join in it.
But, aceording to our principles, even this case is not -

- an exception. Macheth was already condemned, past

redemption in sin, by his having listened to the temp-

tations of the weird sisters, and the goadings of his
wife. . He might, therefore, be selected, as the proper
instrument of Heaven’s purpose, without its enhaneing
his s in the eye of the Deity. He had sacrificed to
the devil, and renounced God ; what wonder that God
 should renounee him, or supposing '.}:se heautiful hor-
‘tors true, permit them, : 2

¢ By the strength of their illusion,
Fo draw him on to his confusion.’

“ This, however, is an imaginary case, ‘and respect
for bhakspeare alone has made me stop to answer your
question upon it. If really there were such an air-
drawn dagger impelling a man, nof otherwise so in-
sclined, to murder, depend upon it, it would not he the
work of Heaven, which can never instigate to sin; ner
can the secret influences I have mentioned be used
otherwise than for goodness and justice. For instance,
‘in the case I supposed above, where A resolving to
waylay and murder B, FHeaven secwtly m‘iuences 155
7ot to take the road he intended.”

. % If it influence at all, why not for harm as well as
for good ?” asked Tremaine. '

« Simply, because every thing we see and know of
- He Deity, the whole frame and constitution of things,
every contrivance of nature, prove him to be good and
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in praise of Scopas. He wrote, but only half his
verses were in praise of Scopas ; the other half éu_l_q'-
gized Castor and Pollux. They were recited at supper,
~ and Scopas gave the poet but half the sum agreed for,
telling him, Castor and Pollux might pay him the rest,
At that instant, Simonides was called out of the
room, by a message, as it was said, from two young
men, who wanted him at the gate. No sooner had he
left the company than the roof fell in, and crushed
them all, and by this Providence was the poet paid.
You surely, howey J, do not desire me to believe this
nurse’s tale.  You hight as well require me to believe
‘that Castor and Pigllux were really hatched from eggs
by Leda, and ﬂ}a‘f Jupiter really was their father, in
the shape of a swan.”
“1 do not do th<”"_aid Evelyn, “ yet I should not
call the tale of Simonides foolish, if only taken as an
jllustration ; which is what you ask for. That Simo-
nides may stand for any good man, favoured by Heaven,
is clear; that he might be called out of a room Jjust
before the roof fell in, and so escape destruction, is
“equally possible; it is only suppressing the incident of
the verses, and the jeering of Scopas, and changing the
two demi-gods into two common persons, Who mayy:
however, be secretly moved by Heaven,and the story is
complete, whether for Jew, Turk, or Christian. For
my own part, thus changed, I am free to avow my he-
lief in its possibility, and if possible, it is an answer to
your trinmphant question from Pope, ¢ whether /Etna.
shall forget to thunder, or gravitation cease, or SOmE

"’
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‘nodding ruin suspend its fall, till some good man 1 has
‘passed by, end a bad one come within their range. “lis
in fact a complete answer to the difficulties, which you
have certainly made the most of, drawn from what is
called the ¢ Mechanical Hypothesis.” ” :

“ At what have we arrived?” said Tremaine, after a
pause..

« At Orleans,” returned the Doctor, smiling at his
own joke; and the boat ranging alongside the wharf,
the two friends landed, and procee led to the palace of
the Bishop. : E

Tremaine was, however, any hi | gg but prepared for
a visit. Every one of his opinions, ¢ ‘rather his doubts '
upon the great subject that had occupjed him, had
received a shock, fraurrht with “he most important
consequences, All that he had «Vér relied upon as

valid in his scepticism, had been made to totter, and
new and heavenly light seemed to burst ..hroug,h the
hreaches that he felt had been effected in opinions
which he had thought impregnable.

To de him justice, the prospect which this let in to
him was very sweet to his heart, and his natural re-
verence for the Deity enhanced in a tenfold degree
the impression thus made. Piety seemed suddenly
regenerated ; and only proportxonably stronger from
the long suspension of it which his mind had sustained.
He followed his friend, thercfore, with a slow paee,
and in silent musing, when a stream of music of the
most sacred charactpr stole upon his ear, at first faint
and. dying in the distance, but emreasmg in Poyer even

YOL. 11, N 3





















By hzs own powers, It must be £ e ered, also, that
for more than twelve months e hqd' }mnse{f been Jay~
ing the train for all that Evelyn had been enabled so
Sorcibly to impr ess upon him, and that if he had not
~ succeeded in cm‘mncmg himself, he had often gnne»
far towards 1:, and was familiar with the arguments
which were to convince him. He combatted these
arguments, indeed, with all the force he was master of,
“but it was in or der the better to be 5’htlsﬁed with their
confutation, where he allowed they were confuted.
When, therefore, e ianded with Evelyn from his boat,
and walked with him to the cloisters, where their pro-
~ gress had been thur unexpectedly and pleasingly inter-
rupted, he was r .eady a proselyte, and niore than
half preparﬂﬂ cor that impression, which a supersti-
tious person . - IL,ﬂ traced 1:0 the mlmedxate ﬁnger
of God. : ' e
But E\relyﬁ was not superstiti s, and if he ha,xled :
the emotions of Tremaine as.a‘proof that his mind was
returning from error to the right path, it was not
- because he thought any ceremony, ?mwevm so]emn,,(
could effect this, but because all that had been passing,
for the last thxee days, added to all that had passed. ‘
for the hmt twelve months, gave him. the fanest hopes :
that all was right, or in a way to be so. We may
guess, therefore, with what plemurp, when the service
was over, he took his arm and entered the bhhop s‘
garden which divided the cathedral from the palace.
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ot alarmed to think them pregudxces, prowded they '
Isettled into certainty.” -
- ¥ A certainty,” mterrupted Evelyn, thch 1 wﬂl"
venture to say, you mever credited.”

- %1 now think net,” ,j)mceeded Tremame. iy ie,
_at least, evident to’ y own heart, that however
strongly I may have laid before you the arguments ;
that so much shook me, I mentally gave you every
assistance, from feeling and wishy), which you your-
~ self could de31re, in enforcing the pm"erfhl answers
you have given to my doubts” :

“Have they heen pOWexful?” asked Evelyn, with
interest.

% Most of them, ultimately, 1 'hope, to eqpviction,”
answered Tremaine; “ all of them weighty enough
to have qtagger?d me whue I thought myself
strongest.” ' :

%I hail this confession with the truest joy,” replied
Evelyn, “ nor would I have it fm the prebent either
more -ample or more decisive.” - ,

“ You are right, my friend,” observed Tremaine.
““'The opinions of almost twenty years, although never
well settled, never entirely rooted, cannot be torn
from their hold in a moment. But all is loosened,
" bowed, and bending ; and though the prospect is yet
somewhat obscure, somewhat confuserd, the shadows

- that flitted round me are visibly retiring, and I be-
hew as well as hope, that ere Iong, if I may not

y how soon, a fair morning will arise and let in the
ddy
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alone satlsfy even the most pious upon this most cruel
point of interest, who, even Wlthout the gospel would
be aninfidel ?

~No one, continued Tremaine in hls soliloquy, no

one has yet returned from the other world to assure us
of its existence, or if it exists, which probably it does,
that it does so for us. FHere we see that all is mortal.
To-day animated, to-morrow a clod ; to-day sparkling,
to-morrow crunibled. *Such is that poor bird, and he
looked at a dead linnet which had b&Zn left in the walk,
Yet, but a few hours, and it sang ; had a heart, and it
breathed ; a mate, and it loved ; motion, and it flew;
it was capable of happiness, and happy; and now no
more. Is this other than our own history ? beginning
in joy, continuing in action, ending in oblivion.

In what, then, are we different from the linnet? or
because we are directed by reason, he by instinct, even
though Providence govern both, why is death oblivious
to him and not to me? 4

These were sad reflections, and coming in the train _
of such happier feelings as had begun to possess him,
they astonished even himself, and filled him with dis-
~may. [t was therefore not without unusual pleasure
and a sensation of relief that, after a few minutes more
of musing, not at all satisfactory, he beheld the return
of Evelyn from his visit, and immediately joined him.

Upon being apprised of this revulsion as it were in
the mind of his friend, the Doctor, a little uneasy, ques-
tioned him as to the state of his opinions on the great
points they had already discussed.




e

% They are where they were,” said Tremaine, “ when
~you left me ; thatis, there is an approximation between
us not more pleasing than unexpe(,ted But although I
- allow my prejudices as to the government of the world
by providence, as to all the metaphysical arguments on
the nature of matter and spirit, and abave all as to your
great argument from innate feeling, are much beaten
down, if 1 may not say they are removed ; although too,
I can say with cunhdence, my feelings are all newly and
strongly awakend. on theside you would wish, instead of
being blunted and deadened as for years they were ; still
the belief of all we have discussed does not seem incom-
patible with the disbelief of a future state, and the proof
of that state seems as much as ever wanting.” :

“I thought,” said Evelyn, anxiously, “we had yes-
terday settled, that for us to be such machines as you
had supposed was absolutely impossible.”

“You argued it admirably,” replied Tremaine, and
most certainly proved to me that materialism was an
absurdity. - You also showed how presumable it was
that to be spiritual was to be immortal. But even you
allowed that this depended upon the will of Heaven,
and your whole argument, as I observed to you, applied
to brute and beast, as well as to man. That they too
are to live again, that any scheme of the Almighty in -
creating the universe is to embrace them in any other
part of it, you will scarcely contend); and the step is
but a short one from them to us. Whatever our place
in the general order of things, whatever the end and
object of our being, (questions for ever inextricable to
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human intelleet) why are we to suppose that we alone
of all sublunary creatures, are not to eontinue sublunary,
or obey the general lot of destruction? “Tis true we
~ have reason ! but does that do more than elevate us a
little in the scale « .+« . 7 :
¢ A little in the seale !” mtermpt.ed Evelyn.
% Hear me,” said Tremaine; “be assured you will
 find me a willing listener in return.”

- The Doetor was silent. .

¢ Does reason then do more for gé continued Tre-
maine, “ than raise us a little in the seale, enabling us
as it does, inferior in many things, to obtain the mas-
tery of all: to move the mountain, clear the forest,
and tame or expel its inhabitants, nay enlist many of
them on our side; in short, to resist the elements, and

_almost direct the storm? That we are kings of the
world, (and I agree with you under the guidance of
Heaven,) is a demonstrated fact; but will this take us
beyond the boundary of our kingdom, where all our ac-
tions are confined, 2nd to which we are, for any thing
that appears, as much chained as any ef our subjects
animate or inanimate ?

¢ ask you to complete the great, the benevolent work
you have begun, and give me your proof that my fears
are unfounded.”

“Hasily could L do this,” retumed Ewvelyn, “if you
will enly give the argument fair play, nor expect more
than the nature of the sub,]ect permits.”

“ Be assured [ will not,” said Tremaine ; “hut to
what limits do you confine me ?”’




“To feeling and common sense,” replied th
forsfiamntasimed L o o
« Agreed,” cried Tremaipe.
=& Youv'.wﬂi j)‘romise, then,” continued Evelyn, “that
in this, as in the argument on providence, you will not
demand proof of which the subject is not even suscep-
tible ; that you will not expeet geometrical ‘demonstra~
tion of what can be no object of geometry.” Sl
“1 will,” said Tremaine. “On the other hand, you
will not expect me to be swayed by simple conjecture,
or admit as demonstrated what may be merely a spe.
culation.” = =
“This is, at least, not my design,” said Evelyn; “and
yet, where all we see proves only that ‘there is, and must
be infinitely more than what we see, who can sit down
content to go no farther ! : =
« I know mot your exact meaning,” observed Tre-
maine. : ' i
 That the world should have had a beginning ; that
is, that there should have been a time when it was not,
implies ‘that there was some design in its creation be-
yond merely that it should exist in the manner it does,
and then be destroyed. For otherwise we approach
the impiety of supposing the All-wise to have bestowed
his pains and attention in vainj or, at best, to amuse.
the space of a moment, if we can venture 0 10 talk as
to suppose amusement an object with such a Being-
The child raises his house of cards for the pleasure of
knocking it down again, or he employs himself in mak-
ing toys which for the time interest him, but, as soon
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as made, mtewst }nm no longer. Can we, dare we
1mpute such conduct to the Deity? Yet such is our
supposition, if we believe that there is no final cause
for our existence heyond what we see.  This cause
it wholly goes beyond our unassisted faculties even to
guess at. [t surpasses reason, or even im‘aginatxjon.’
But of this we may be sure,—that some end there is
for our heing here, as well as for all other animals, all
the vegetable productions, and ev ) for stocks and
stones.  Can we think that ail other kinds were made -
for human kind? If so, why alion? why a monkey ?
- Yet I own [ am baffied whenever I think of alion or a
monkey. They have clearly no connection with man,
and must have some purpose of their own, th.it caused

their ereation.

* Reasoning as well as we can from the objects of
man to the objects of his Maker, (which, at best, is
most imperfectly,) we should say that it is not a usual
object for which to erect a stupendous or elaborate
work, merely that it should exist, without any farther
end.

¢ The question has often heen aslxed VVhat is the
final cause of the creation? Different answers ‘have
‘been given, The glory of the Creator has heen the
general one. I own I never understood this 3 and the
answerer has, I think, been faitly asked, Is God, then,
proud> -
“ The happiness of the creation is a better answer.
But, alas! this is broken in upon with so many cruet

VOIL. HI. =0







TREMAINE. 291

“ And why not?” _

% We have so much more, and so much less, than we
want,” replied Evelyn. e ,
. % Futurity lies open before us, could we but open
our eyes to look at it. This we know, spite of all your
assurances to the contrary; and though Bolinghroke
‘rave ever so much against the ravings of those who :
disagree with him, the whele human world will never
{because they cannot) desist frocg endeavouring to
make out the 'prospect.” :

¢ Has any one succeeded ?” asked Tremaine.

¢ ] know not,” said Evelyn, “por is it vital to the
argument that I should. It is sufficient that what I ob-
served is true; the world is never satisfied but in the
attempt. Baffled, thwarted, disappointed, mortified;
no one desists; and though the prospect may never
‘have been distinctly seen, and the road never com-
pletely opened, yet all that ever were born, and almost
as soon as born, take for granted that there is this
prospect, and rush into the road which they think must
fead to it, in the same manner as birds try their wings,
or hunting dogs their scent, from instinct alone.

« 1 ask why this should be ? for I presume you do
. “not dispute the fact.” :
~ “ Perhaps not,” said Tremaine,

¢ Then, why this fact? why this disposition, never
ending, still beginning, throughout the universe of hu-
man nature, if all these pains, _this restlessness, this
conviction of something to come, though we may not
discover it, be implanted in us for nothing ?” =

- o 2




292 - 'EREM;U’\’E."‘ -

% But why not discover " sald Tremaine, .
< That is not for me to tell, 2 replxed Evelvn, “heing, :
= mvbterl of the creation, which, like a million uf onher
mystenes, it is not given us to unravel Thus, . then,
contenting myself with the fact, it is not unreasonable
to presume it may be one of the very plans of our na-
ture, that we should only feel convinced there is this
futurity, without being allowed sensibly to behold it
Now, as mere clods of ear th, this notion or feelmg is
too much ; while, ‘b think it only notion or feeling,
and that we are never to enjoy it, is too Little.
~ % This, then, is one, though only one, of many im-
po;tcmt differences between us and the brute ereation,
from which your fears will not permit you to distinguish
us. You allow, indeed, that reason is a characteristic
distinction, but only as the claws of a lion are charac-
teristic of a distinction of species; and the utmost be-
nefit of this reason is, according to you, to enable us
to enslave the rest of the world. I had hoped there
were more things, even upon this earth, much more in
Heaven and earth, © than are dreamt of in your phi-
losophy.”’ : :
 Willingly would 1 hear 1he plOOf of thcm, Smd
Tremaine. ; . §
% This very ,coxlversatiean pmves them,” answered
Evelyn. : : o
- % [ know your meaning,” cried Tremaine, ¢ and
see all to which this concenm ated observ atlon leads.”
¢ No man better, I will answer foz it,” observed
Evelyn, : . i :
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% You would tell me,” continued Tremaine, ¢ that
to be able to discuss this very question of a future
state ; to have those aspxratlons after it which many of
s have to cmitemplate a Creator in his works, and,
ahove al], even to attempt to unveil the final purpose of
the ereation, though we fail, proves there is something
beyond the pr esent, to be known only hereafter.”
£ % You see me exactly,” obsery~ i Evelyn; “and I
would ask why man is not only endowed with this, when
o other animal so much as dreams of if, but is also so
restless, so persevering, so intent upon it, from his eradle
to his grave, (and only the more intent as he approache-
that grave,) if this were a mere philosophical specula_:
tion, like the solar system, electricity, or the philoso »
pher’s stone? It has been forcibly said by the religious

poet,

. € Who wiskes God immortal, zroves it too.’

% This is no more than sound argument. The very
Wxsh, above all, being so universal in man, yet extend-
ing to no other creature, proves the whole subject.
Why? Because it is the voice of nature, a voice that

" mever yet was raised in vain. il

- ¢ The approach of death appals, the hope of immor-
tality kindles no animal but man. The ox grazes to
the last, placid, happy, and ignorant ; the lark sings to
the moment when she is hawked ; even the very hare,
when unpursued, though the hounds may be abroad,
frisks and gambols in her covert. Till the last blow is
struck, not these, but the whole of animal life, when not
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actually threatened, is free from the evil, the mis‘éiy.(;f '
apprehension. But we, although the sword sleep, and
a Trajan reign, nay, even though frolic with youth and
health, we can never deliver ourselves from the fear,
not so much of death as what is to follow after. And
why this, if nothing is to follow?

« Upon this simple question, these three or fourlittle
words, ¢ Why, if nc%ﬁng is to follow,” I would almost
rest the whole case.” Search nature through ; examine
all instinets, all feelings, all propensities, all ends pro-
posed, all means supplied, all objects, powers, faculties,
impulses ; the'paséions-,‘ the fears, the hopes, the ambi=
tion, the attachments of man, the incitements of brute,
the reasons for love, hate, joy, or anger, [Examine all
these, and then tell me whether there is not some fit-
end, for the benefit of the creature, or the genera] ad-
vantage of the world, in every one of them 2

¢ 1 pause for your answer.” :

Tremaine allowed there could be no doubt of this.

“Then tell me, if you can, why this feeling, this'
restléss curiosity as to something that is to follow
death, this shrinking of the soul back on herself, this
startling at destruction ? I may add in the same forcible
and beautiful langunage, ;

¢ This pleasing hope, this fond desire,
This longing after immortality.”

“Tell me, I say, why all this belongs to fnan alonie,
and not to bird, or beast, or insect ?” e :

%It is a powerful question,” allowed Tremaine, ©and
1 Have sometimes asked it myself.” '
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¢ Have you ever answered it ?”’ demanded Evelyn.
< 1 have not.” V e ' j
“ Then be assured you could not, any more thaw
that, on"wlg;{hich ‘it is founded, € Does nature ever act in
wer ‘ :
% But oh! mockery! pitiless, ruthless, worse than
unjust, mereiless, tyrannous mockery, if after all to he
deceived | If the desire of future life is unquenchable,
and if the fear of the uncertainty of dur fate is, in it-
self, unbearable, so that hope, sweet and ever spring-
ing, ever buoyant, can alone support the darkening
soul against it ; what can we say to this injustice, this
inconsisteney in Him, who is all justice, all consistency,
to have reserved such a miserable illusion for one ouly
being, and to place that being at the head of the crea-
tion! May I not again ask, in the language of the
same religious poet,— : 5
: < Is not this forment in the mask of joy ¥
And may I not add,
¢ Ohb ! for what crime, unmereiful Lorenzo,
: Testroys thy scheme the whole of human race?” ]
Tremaine, not a little moved, allowed, and he said
~ with pleasure, that he could not answer these ques~
tions. : e : e e
“ Believe me,” observed Evelyn, © they are deeplg
founded. They are the anchoring places of the mind
in all her doubts. cher%opiés may, I allow, be urged
with force, with eloguence, with impression, and may




286 - = TREMAINE.

finish a umquest over a willing heart, a]readv half
won ; but thesé must hend the most stubborn. T‘h{:v
may be rejected, but cannot be answered : “they re-
quire no rhetoric to set them off, and as long as you
allow man to be nobler and better than brates, so iang
must you S5y it would be gross cruelty as well as’in-
consistency in his Creator (whl,ch cannot be), to have
made him, in the most essential point of all, so much
- their inferior.” ke

¢ Perhaps I might allow this,” said Tremaine.

%1 thought you would,” said Evelyn ; < and having

laid this ground, it no more than naturally prepares us
for another, almost, though, I will allow, not qutte $01
conclusive.” pE
.- What is that }” asked Tremaiue.
- 1 mean that fond clinging of the soul, in its most
afflicting moments, to a hope which has been always
its efficacious, and almost its never-failing support,
when suppmt would otherwise be lost. I mean that
hope of rejoining friends, parents, and children, all
whom our hearts held dear, when Ged in his dispensa-
tions has deprived us of them here. Why in this :are
we made so differently from other animals? Why
dread the losing them? why languish after them wh.en :
lost? why confide in the thought of secing them again,
if all be illusion? Without this thought, this hope,
to which we cling with a constancy in many instances
interminable, the loss of ofir favourites here woum
sometlmes be beyond our strength,”

s
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¢ Js this the exact account, or do you hold it uni-
‘ve:sa ?” asked Tremaine, * Does it last longer than
a time, and with time, do not all of us recover ?”

. I grant you we do,” replied Evelyn; “ nor would
t;he lot' of humanity be bearable, did not time shed
balm and healing from his wings. But how recover 2
" How are we healed? Is it more in many cases than
to escape from the immediate paroxysm of grief,
which, if it lasted long, would assuregly kill us. - And,
as it is, how many are there who actually, in secret,
never do cease to wail the objects of their fondness,
until their hearts waste and wither away, as it is sup-
posed under other diseases? At best, we are long
long in recovering, and though competent to all the
functions of life, may even never resume that lightness
of - spirit, ‘that buoyant pleasure we enjoyed before.
We have heard of nursing our grief, of even the luxury
of woe, till, like the raving Constance, we call death
amiable and lovely, and wish © to ring our fingers in
his household worms.” It is hence that, under these
heavy afflictions, numbers have abstracted themselves
from the world ; and the walls of the Paraclete, or the
Chartreuse, have witnessed many a sigh of anguish
after those that are gome, which would not be ex-
changed for the gayest; scenes the world could of-
fer mme ;

: < Ask the faishful youth,
" Why the cold urn of her whom long he loved,

So often Gls his amm_ sn often draws
His lonely footsteps at the silent hour, |

03



- To pay the moumful tﬁbute of bis tears?

- Oh! he will tell thee that the wealth of vwrlﬁs
‘Should ne’er seduce his bzns@m 0 fm‘ega

: Thaz sacred hour. .

Here F Eveivn stopped, “and Both he a‘mi{ Tremamg;\

seemed mnch aﬁeeted Soon the Doctor p"*oceezl-
ed:— ;
“ And yet I grant you, ’chat I count not upon this

argument as | do apon the other two, drawn from the
fear of death, as a gate to unknown terrors, or, at
- best, to some unknown farther exist ence, and from the

¥

hepe of living again. The thought of rejoining friends

- may, with many, as you say, wear out with time ; the
hope of living again only encreases.”

“This 1s but candid,” said Tremaine; “but yet'is
it not extraordinary that this hope, this longing, which

i allow is universal enough to entitle itself to be

called nafural, should yet have nothing precise, no-
thing certain, attending it—that few can even give a
reason for it, and that they can only say that it is ? } Did
it imply the certainty of things so important, would
ot the rationale be more ewdem, and better under-
stood ?

 Yet how ‘many other things are there in nat:ure{
particularly in physics,” answered Evelyn, © of the
rationale of which we are utterly ignorant, though with
the fact familiar, Magnetism for one, <The needle
points always to the Pole; why she points—what is
the attraction—for what farther ‘and greater purpose
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in the creation than to guide man across the deep—no
one can say. Thus there is analogy, and analogr as
- argument, you will not reject.” 7

% Certainly not,” said Tremam’e, =

“ But our very imperfections here,” continued
Evelyn, “ furnish another argument, equally irresistible
in my mind, I set out with observing we have sa
much more, and so much less than we want, if always
o )

< Confin'd and pestered in this pinfold here.’

— % Tiet us agaivngreason from analogy. A kind and
~ considerate parent prepares for his son the education
suitable for his intended occupation in life. Is there.
no choice in this education? Is the intended scholar
sent to learn handicraft, or the mechanic, Hebrew ?
What should we say to a young man sent to college
with trunks filled with the tools of a watchmaker, or
any other art? What to a sailor, with a collection
of law-books, instead of maps and charts? On the
other hand, if the young man know not for what he is -
designed, except from his outfit; if the outfit consist
of books, will he not say he was intended for study?
if of weapons, for war? if of spades and axes, for la-
bour ?” . '

% This is easily granted,” said Tremaine.

“ Then, why,” continued Evelyn, “why make man
so formed for contemplation, and eminently for the
contemplation of God, of Heaven, and a future state ?
Surely, if there is no future state, this is a most un-
necessary part of our constitution! Surely we might
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be not merely as happy, but infinitely happier without
that insatiable, restless curiosity, in respect to a_sub-
ject mever to be understood, and after an object never
to be attained! Why is this subject the most inter-
esting, I had almost said the most distressing, though,
at the same time, ever during, .of all that gives food
for the enquiry of man? For all other subjects there
is a reason—arts, seiences, war, politics, agriculture,
medicine, comme:ce ;—all these exercise our nature,
and all these may be more or less attained, as the
beaver and the bee exercise théir nature when they
build huts, or gather honey. Why, then, the contem-
plation of the Godhead, and our relations with Heaven,
for us, and not for them? Reason, you will say, is
necessary to admit it—reason, which they have not.
But why should reason extend so far, if really for no
result?  This reason, too, you will observe, not of
three ‘or four persons only; of a sage here and there
scattered in a century, as gems and ornaments on the
bosom of Time ; but the reason of every man, however
simple, however uneducated, that ever was born since
time began.

- “If you answer, it is merely the result of the think-
ing faculty, which cannot be controlled, I deny the
impossibility of controlling in him who created it. = If
you say it is at best a gratuitous curiosity, I say that
curiosity was never gratuitous, but always proposed
utility for its end. - ¢

“ Here, however, where there is no result, there can
be no utility, and the whole being frustrated, is worse

\’*"*

s
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templating futunty, these unrepressed and irrepressible

tmpulses te know his Maker; which no other animal

has, in order the better to act up to the intention of
his Bemg, could possibly stndy himself, without study-

ing that Maker ‘at the same time! Now, what should
we think of a man, who, being called upon to study,

much more to expound a law, gravely tells you, that

you are not to enguire who was the law-giver, or what

his intention. Yet such is this famous maxim. A

child would be ashamed of the assertion, though the

~ philosophical fop who made it, no doubt, thought it an

oracle. You see I attribute it toits true author, not

to poor Pope, who was gulled by him, and frightened
out of his wits, when he came to learn what he had

really vended as true philosophy ; like Fear stnkmg the

chords of the lyre, and scared

¢ E’%n at the sound himself had made.”

No! no! This is not, cannot be the scheme of an all-
wise Creator, who never gave an incitement to action,
without a proportionate end. It were to contradict his
own wise purpose to give this knowledge of himself,
and give no more.”

Observing the Doctor to pause, Tremaine said he
felt all this, if it could not be done away, to be most
important, and entreated him to go on. :

. “ Secnsibly, therefore, it has been asked,” pursued
Evelyn, “ Why man alcne should be condemned to the
universal torture of fearing death, unless there was
some important object to be fulfilled by it, and that
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- 'ﬁbject is emdmlﬁy by convineing us that there is some-
thing to cone, to force us to set a guard over our con-
duct hefore it arrives. 1 have said, that if there is no
future state, the beasts mt,h their instinet are more

,peffec* than man. Surely it is more perfect to have a

 visible object, wsﬁﬂv answered, and there an end, than

both to have the object obscare, and not know whe-
ther it be answered or not [  If all L finish in the grave,

I repeat we should he more perfect if our enqmrxes and

curiosity never went beyond it.”

“The Doctor pausing here, Tremaine allowed that he
had put these arguments so forcibly that it would be
difficult to overcome them. *Nevertheless,” added he,
“ ghere is ananswer, of the soundness of which I am
indeed not perfectly sure, but which I should be glad
to hear refuted.” , i
- % Your answer 7’ said Evelyn.

¢ Simply this: It is moss true that, from the hope
and fear as to futurity which the idea of death always
inspires, it may be presumable, and many may feel
convinced, that that futurity must be. But you s say,
it is because no end can have been proposed in the in-
fusion of such hopc and fear, unless one or other be
 realized.”

“do.” _
¥ Now may not there be this end, even in thisworld,

without the reality of a world to come? Hope is in it~
self a positive good, even though never realized!”
% Admitted.” :



304 TREMAINE. =

% s it not, I say, evidently part of the constitution
of our nature? Is it not our every day’s practice to.
engage in the most difficult pursuits, to encounter the
~ most xﬁemicmg dangers, to persevere under the most
oppressive toil, supported only by this sweet and
powerful instigator, sometimes even happy in her de-
licious illusions, and yet fail at last in every object that
kindled our exertipn?”

¢ 1 grant all this,” said Evelyn.

“Were | to come to particular cases,” continued
Tremaine, ¢ what voyages have been undertaken and
hardships voluntarily suffered, with no other incentive
but hope? All has been frustrated; and yet during.
the action, the hope of succeeding has kept every
thing right, every thing well; and the passion itself
must be considered as a positive good, perhaps as great
as the failure in the end was a misfortune.”

“ This may also be true,” said Evelyn.

“Why, then,” pursued Tremaine, “ may not this
hope of an hereafter, even though there be no such thing,

“be a mean, ordained by the Almighty, to intite us to
good in this our earthly pilgrimage, though, as in the
voyages I have supposed, the thing expected fail in the
end? Thus, then, the positive good which you admit
this hope to be while it lasts,is a complete answer to
your question founded on our clinging to it in the

- agony occasioned by the loss of those dear to us. It

assuages that agony, and renders it supportable until

time finish the cure. But, as applicable to our general

»
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: ’v_‘aub}eet, there is even a marked and favourable dlﬁ'er—
‘ence in the hope we are discussing, from that in the
“every day business of the world, to which I have com-
pared‘it ; namely, that in the first, none of the disap-
pointments on which vou have so much rested sup-
posing it to fail, that is, supposing there to be no here-
. after, can possibly be e‘cperxenced o
«1 understand you,” said Lvelyn +, “you mean to
say, that death having oceasioned a fotal insens“ibi'lity‘
and oblivion, the truth or falsehood of the expectation
fostered, can never be determined.” '
% That is my exact meaning,” ’ ghserved Tremaine.
“ Your very question overthrows your whele argu-
ment,” replied Evelyn.
% How 3
% Because you bring the whole into positive doub,
and positively to dmut, is to cloud the whole prospeet ;
it is in itself a practical dnappomtment
% [ see not this,” said Tremaine,  since to doubt, is
merely not to feel sure, and hope itself would 'not be
hope, were the thing hoped for an absolute cgrta.mty
% This, as a general proposition,” said Evelyn,
true. But you have assumed as at least likely, all that .
makes for you on the other side. For your answe
supposes, (or it is no answer at all) that to give tms
hope without gratifying it, is a part of the scheme of
the government of the world by the Creator.”
“ I put it as a mere question,” observed Trex name,
% not whether it is, but whether it may not be so.”
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% T so understand you,” said Evelyn, “and i ;ep{y,
- that to mppnse even that it may be so, does away thef_
incitement to good on which you have rested.”

“< I w:sh for more light on tlns, said I‘remame. :

“Why what should we say,’ ’ answered Evelyn, “to
the case of a body of adventurers, 'enﬁeéuraged‘by their
Prince to undertake some important expedition, some
colomy, or voyags, in the strong hope held out te them
of reaping uonoars, riches, and happiness. The Prince
has at least never been known to break lis word to Imz
S\J)Jem,s, or wilfully to mislead them with false hopes.™

% What then ?” asked Tremaine.

“QOn a sudden a panic breaks out among them;
either from some emissary, or their own natural, bug
unaccountable feelings.  Suspicions arise of the honest
tatentions of their Prince ; they believe, with no other
proof than that it is barely possible, and that they can-
rot prove the negative to a demonstration, that their
sovereign, hitherto so good and sincere, may be cheat-
ing them with a false account of this expedition, which
in reality may be undertaken for no purpose, pos~
sibly a bad purpose, or at best to keep them peace-
able for a time, and then get rid of them. I ask what.
hecomes of that blessifig of hope which first prompted
them to undertake the adventure ?” '

“ It is poisoned,” said Tremaine. “ But yet if the
Prince permit these suspicions « « » « .7

“ That is not the question,” interrupted Eveiyn-
“ I only ask as to the state of the hope as an excite-

%
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nt to action?  Isit even compa.nble with the exist-
‘mﬂf this suspicion, or the suspieion with the con-
tinuance of the hope?” =
‘said Tremzune. :
“But what shall we say of the an.e hlmself

eapemaliy if he be such as I have described him, bene--
 volent, just, and sincere, and particularly studious of
the interests of his subjects, should he a.IIv intend to:
deceive them into good behaviour Bj/ promises he
never meant to perform, content in thinking their fate
will overtake them before they can either dlSCOVE? or
suffer from the deceit ?”

% How can this be ?” said Tremaine. :

“ Suppose some such case as this,” answered Evelyn.
“ In order to secure quiet and happiness among his
people, and trusting to their opinion of his fidelity to
his promises, he holds out to all who have deserved
well to a certain age, that they shall be conveyed to.
some happy place in another part of his dominions,
there to pass the rest of their lives in perfect pros--
perity. They trust him, and set out, and are led by
him or his officers to some Upas tree, where death,
without even the apprehension of it, overtakes them ;
or to some water of Lethe, where thinking pleasantly
_to slake their thirst, they fall into an oblivion of all
that is past, and die in either case, without diseovering:
the cheat: We will suppose, too, that no one else
discovers it; will that latter eircumstance excuse the
Priuce, or ma.ke it one whit the more reconcileable o
the character of a falr—deahng ruler, which I have

N 7
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- fancied for him? Is 1!; most hlo.ely, even vmh»ﬂw =
good end he had in view, that such a Prince should
pursue it in this disingenuous and crafty manner; [-ar{
that he should propound some other less comphca‘-
ted and more consistent mode of aecomphslnng his
point?” == : >
% Ccrtaxnly the last is the most hkely, sald ’I‘re-—‘
maine. : P ;
“ Would you, then, if the question were put to you,
{and aliways supposing the character of the Prince to
be what I have represented it,) decide for the first,
merely because it was within a possibility of being true,
that is, because the negative or xmpossxbxht‘y of it could
not be demonstrated ?” ' ‘

¢ 1 should not,” said Tremaine. :

“ Yet this is the case you have supposed,” observed
Evelyn. “ You are even astufe in evading the conse-
quences of the argument we began with. Now, asa
logician, I do not say that astuteness may not on some
occasions be fair,” :

Tremaine, smllmg at his eagerness, asked h1m to ex-
plain. . - A
“ Why, where a thing is well made out, and proved to
all satisfactory conviction, should any thing appureutiy
inconsistent with it be started, the utmost ingenuity, (by
which I mean remote conjecture and fancy), are no more
than fair to getrid of it. But here the astuteness is yours,
against the whole weight of our preceding argument,
against all analogy, nay, against all that you have your-
self allowed to be the probable truth. In shorter lan-
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 guage, what you do not, cannot, and wish not to resist, :
yoit would escape from, because of the impossibility of
proving absclutely the negative of a possibility, how-
ever improbable.. -1 do niot mean to say, that because
hope exists, it mast therefore be realized, but emstmg
as the deszgned incentive to good conduct, the suspi-
“gion that it is to be disappointed, does away the design.
"To suppose it, therefore, a stimulus, yet take the stimu-
ius away, is to suppose a contradiction.”)
_ % There is much in this,” said Tremaine.

¢ But if thisis so,” added the Doctor, “ as to hope,
what will you say to fear? That, at least, though it
may be groundless, is not a positive good.”

sltiisa porﬂme evil,” said Tremaine; “ yet sup-
posing my conjecture probable, it also may be a “mean
of moral government, by detering men from vice,
although groundless in the end.”

% The possibility of which, the moment you broach,
and ean win believers to your side, that moment you
do away its terrors. My dear Tremaine, this is but
sad wild work, and surely unworthy the character of
argument. - I should be glad to know the force of that
man’s virtue that is kept-in order by a fear, which he
thinks, or is told, is only inculcated as an inducement
to that order, but that as to its reality, he is safe.”

% What if I give this matter up?”’ said Tremaine,
% satisfied that the preponderance at least of the
evidence, both as to hope and fear, is with you.”

. % We may then proceed from the point where we
left off,” said Evelyn, gladly ; © which was, that these



two master passions, applied as they are to induce the
belief of a future state, are the best proofs that nature
~ has given us of the existence of that state, and that if
this is not true, the beasts of the field are better off
than we. One, and only one supposition, can explain
this qthérwise."’ e :

Tremaine eagerly asked what that was ?

“ It is,” said Evelyn, “ that the Almighty regularly
and visibly ta.ss upon him to govern man in his con-
duct here upon this earth, in the same manner as, for
a time, he governed the Jews of old. That is, that he
calls us to account in our present life, judges of our
actions to our faces, and rewards or punishes, as the
civil magistrate rewards and punishes.

« Whether or not he does this, is what I need not
ask of you.” -

“ Certainly not,” said Tremaine.

“ In this, the most orthodox will agree with you,”
replied Evelyn : “ for ,

¢ Fallen is thy throne, O Israel!
The fire from Heaven that led thee
Now lights thy path no more 12

 Even, then, without those yearnings of nature after
farther existence, but as mere cold speculators, we say
that the apparent irregularities in the Providence of the
world, and the unbending nature of eternal justice,
would alone prove that there must be some other state,
some future enquiry, some future change, to bring all
things right that are now wrong. :
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4 But if there is no such state, no such enqguiry; no
- change, no judgment, how miserably, how cruelly, as
~well as imperfectly, are we constituted—to live in per-
petual fear of them, to apprehend something in death
~ worse, infinitely worse, than death itself ! Tor nothing
was ever more accurate, as well as sublime, than the
horrors detailed by the great master of nature, in his
~account of the fears of the guilty Clandio, even from
the mere uncertainty of his future fate ¢
¢ o die, to go we know not where !
Or to be worse than worst
Of those, that lawless and uncertain thoughts
Imagine howling ! ’Tis too horrible!
The weariest and most loathed worldly life
That age, ache, penury, or imprisoninent
Can lay on nature, is a paradise
To what we fear in death "

Tremaine did not answer, but evidently, by his eoun-
tenance and gestures, felt all the force both of the rea-
soning and the poetry.

“ We might certainly, therefore,” continued Evelyn,
“ have been—so formed that death might have none of
these terrors, and the wish to live again be absolute
madness. Who wishes to inhabit the moon, except a
lunatic ? If there is no hereafter, who would fear it but
one equally mad ?”’

Tremaine again signified that he felt this to be true,
but asked how it could be remedied ?

/. % Easily,” answered Evelyn, “ for we might have
been so constituted, as to lose friends the most affee-
tionate, and children the most beloved, without think-
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ing of them again ; and as £o OUrs
carried on all the business of hfe, perfm‘med our f

ties, and. answered all the then purposes of our creation,

without that extent or refinement of reason, that wiew

of futunty which now belong to us. Speech, and some

little more than the sense of an elephant, or the imita-

tion of 1 monkey, would have done very well. We should
‘have tilled the oround, bartered its produce, and go-
verned by laws and the gibbet, in the same manner as
‘now, or rather infinitely better, by having less reason

and leSs free-will,  Itis reason and free-will alone that =

confer upon us responsibility, and remomi‘nhuy 18 non-

sense without a future judgment.”
Here he made a conmdﬁble pagse, - a1 1}

gsmcd in silenice for

whose niie !I"‘OU WS ch. its ‘hC”"h[

him to go on.

¢ 1 have done,” said Evelyn, “for [ have prum}*cd
you to content myself with what 1 deem proofs, and not
‘to travel into conjecture. I therefore purposely avoid

many beautiful reflections, as well as branches of argu-

ment, which are cogent enough as auxiliaries, but which
I leave out of the case, because I am wﬂhng to press

nothing upon you, but what even a rhetori xuan; AEgLJHﬂ' ,

for victory, cannot in my mind answer.

“ One ausiliary, however, mcre is,’ contmued Lvehﬂ,

~ “ too imposing, if I may not say-too convineing in it
fabric and colouring, to let it pass unmoticed in an ar-
gument of this kind ; and thisjl must therefore be for-

given, n“ I lay before you, in_ aH its beauty, and all its ,

»warmt s
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real searcher after truth; the very notien of a phi:é :
losophic retirement is so soothing to the Soul, that I
will confess to you I formerly, both in England and
France, (in which last kingdom he prepared many
 of his philosophical works,) rode several miles out
of my way to view the seats of his leisure at
Fontaineolmu and Dawley. At the last in parti-
cular, which, swith pardonable affec’ Jtion, he had
painted over with rakes, and forks, and other rural
~emblems, (fond as he was of calling it his farm,) I
lingered with interest. I fancied him there, ordering
the motto ov ‘er hLis hall-door, ¢ Satis beatus ruris ho-
noribus,” of which, he said at least, he was so fond.
1 saw him, with Pope in his field, running after his
cart, (while Pope wrote between two hay-cocks,) and
viewing a rainy sky with a farmer’s anxiety.* I fol-
Jowed them to the house, and listened to conversa-
tions which no mind imbued with any thing like clas-
sical impressions can imagine without great inferest
for the speakers. DBut having said this, here 1 take
my leave of him.” L
“ You have almost made ameuds by these admis-
sions,” returned T:remame, % for the hard word you
gave him just now.”
¢ T ‘eannot retract it,” replied Evelyn; “for with
all his attaiaments and love of enquiry, a more egre-
* glous coxcomb never pretended to the palm of phile-
‘sophy. The same rash fatahtv which characterized

% See Pope’s Letters.
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- ¢ In what are they not?” asked Tremaine. . -

¢ Judge for yourself,” said Evelyn, “ What Clarke
really says is, that at first sight it may appear. strange
that ll’l»ph_YelCS the use of every thing, from the star to
the pebhle, seems plain at once ; while in morals, there
seem not in many ages plain evidences to convince

“men of this wisdom, justice, and goodness. ¢ But if
we consider,’ [ = continues, * the matter more closely
and attcntwely, it will not appear so strange and
a:atomﬂmng = :

“ He then goes on to compare this world to a great,
complex, fine-wrought, and admirable machine; of
which, if a man examine it by parts, he canziot,' he
says, be a fair judge of the whole, though he may
understand the inmediate use of the parts; and that
the whole will only be revealed to us  at the con-
clusion of this present state, when men, < will be
surprised with the amazing manifestalions of justice
and goodness, which will then appear to have run
through the whole series of God’s government of the
moral world.

“ Here let us pause,” said Evelyn.

] see all the comment you are inclined to malke,”
cried Tremaine, ¥ and I am willing to spare myself
the pain of thinking how accurately you have brought
home your charge agdmst a man I had thought at
least more correct.”

“ You see he is absolutely false,” contmued Evelyn.
* He is false in saying Clarke ¢ complains.” He 1s false
in suppressing that what did seem to appear strange,
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%I mean,” replied Evelyn, “ those wonderful
coveries which he details with such dignity, that wha
has existence exists, and what has no existence e)f;‘ b8
not ; that sensual objects are the objects of sense; and
objects knowable, are objects of Imowledge. 'Ehm
one could bear, as what I have caﬂed it, a pompous
nothing ; but when he goes on and sums up all his_
admissions as t  the Deity, into a sense of his power,
denying any proof of his goodness and other moral
attributes ; we kunow not which to do most, hate such
mgxatltude, or deride such emptiness.” = 4
“ With my present feelings,” observed Tzemameg

] can allow you to say this.”

“ But pray observe the reasons, continued Dvclym,
“ of this wonderful reasoner, who was to beat dows
all reasoners that ever went before him. He goes on
to tell you, that you are to enquire no farther than
what appears ; content with phenomena : that a plaie
man, who is your only true philesopher, presumes not
to affirm any proposition not affinned by those pheno-
mena, which cannot lead him far in his enguiries about
spirit, though very far as to corporeal nature. And that
if he asks why? he will give himself this plain answer,
that men have as to the one, means in their power,
proportioned in some degree to the end ; but they have
them not in the other in any degree, though they
proceed phantastically as if they had.” * :

* Thus, all the high reasoning, the grand, the mten‘ﬂ‘
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_daughter, with opemnw arms and a be’xmncr cmmtma:— »
ance, was at the little garden-gate to welcome hzmg

frer what she called a long—Ilong delay.

~ Such greeting could not fail to dissipate the air of
seriousness which hung still upon his brow—-the conse-
querice, not merely of the deep discussions in which he
had been tried, but of ‘the various plans which he had i'
been revolv ‘g during the passage from Orleans, for

which Tremaine’s silence and sclf—medmatzon had given
hun ample Iemne. :

In all his reflections, howevel , thcrc Wwas now some-
~ thing consolatory. \VLauewer difficulties still remained
to be smoothed, it was evident he had gained a sincere
victory in essentials, over the scepticism of 'I'remaine,
The whole fabric of that friend’s doubts had been un-
dermined, and they tottered to their foundations. It
was scarcely possible, after his frenuent and candid, we
may sav’his joyful admissio < that complete recovery
was not at hand, although time might certainly, and
surely not unnaturally, be required to settle the mauy
complicated topics which had emploved him, into
something like order. In the main, however, Evelyn
saw enough had been done to open a wide passage to
all he so devoutly wished. He could not but remember
the important position from which Tremaine had set
out, two days before, that if the difficnlties presented
by natural religion, by metaphysms, and the philosophy
which, through Bolingbroke, had for so many years
swayed him, could be got over, the admission of all
those important postulates which Paley prefixes to his
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