




































































( 23 )

would have the goodnefs to explain every

thing to Mrs. Lennard’s fatisfa@ion 5 and

render her going unneceffary, as the reftora-
tion of her health was the motive of her
vifit to Spring-Vale, and her return would

notbe expected till fome weeks hence.”
The illnefs of Mr. Lancafter increafed
rapidly. Adela fhared with her friend the
anxiety and care it caufed; the worthy
Sarah was their affiftant, and, perhaps, con-
tributed as much as the phyfician towards
his recovery. Her unremitting  assiduity
and kind concern, heightened the regard of
Mrs. Delamaine and Adela. Lord Went-
worth again called at Spring-Vale, in his
way to Town—from him Sarah received a
prefent not inconﬁderablc, as an earneft of
future favour. He was abfent above a
week—no intelligence could be obtained of
him from Mr. Melville, and Adela began
t0 be very uneafy from that caufe and the
unaccountable filence of Mrs. Lennard.
Mr. Lancafter was again able to leave his
room; when, ‘one evening, as Adela ‘was
walking




































¢ 35 )

Delamaine defired he would firft inform
him of her being there. Her requeft was
complied with, and in an inftant he returned
to conduct her to a fcene of which my pen
is infufficient to give a juft defcription.
The extreme gloom of the chamber con-
veyed the ftrongeft idea of funeral folemnity.
The curtains were clofe drawn around ‘the
bed, and in an elbow chair by the fide of it,
fata tall thin man, drefled in black, He
arofe when Mrs. Delamaine entered, and
opening the curtains, {poke to Budenal, who
faintly replied, “ fhe is much too good,”
and defired him to undraw the curtains on
the other fide. He did o, and difcovered
a young female fitting on the bed bathed in
tears, Budenal’s hand clafped in hers. May
Heaven reward you Madam, faid ke, fixing
his eyes on Mrs. Delamaine, for this con-

“defeenfion ! be witnefs to all the reparation
_Bow in my power to make for paft offences.

He paufed, then prefling the hand of the
lady to his lips, ¢ This,” continued ke, < is
my firft and laft wedded wife, my much

(€ 15 injured
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