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/zcwm g tlw w]zolesome uses dmwn ﬁom'weardmg
cvements of those wonderful | ctions
cmlled GREAT MEN. e

_.-ccssaxy that all great and surprlsmg
e designs of whxch are laid, conducted

. invention and art, should be produced by
and eminent men, so the lives of such mgy

stly and properly stiled the qumtcsacncc
In these, when delivered to us by sensib
5, we are not only most agreeably en
ed, but most usefully structed ; for besides
,‘,gttammg hence a consummate knowledgc of
‘human nature in general; of its secret springs,
various windings, and perplexed mazes; we have

¢ i
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9 'THE LI¥E OF |
here before our eyes lively examples of whatever
is amiable or detestable, worthy of admiration or |
abhorrence, and are consequently taught, in a
manner infinitely more effectual than by precept,
iwhat we are eagerly to imitate or careful
avoid. T
But besides the two obvious advantages of sur-
veying, as it were in a picture, the true beal
of virtue, and deformity of vice, we may &
learn from Plutarch, Nepos, Saetonius, and
biographers, this useful lesson, not too hastily,
por in the gross, to bestow either our ‘praise or
censure; since we shall often find such a mixture
of good and eyil in the same character, that it
- may require a very accarate judgment in a very
elaborate inquiry to determine on which side the
balance turns: for though we sometimes meet
with an Aristides or a Brutus, a Lysander or
a Nero, yet far the greater number are. of the
mixt kind; neither totally good nor bad; their
greatest virtues being obscured and allayed by
their vices, and those again softencd and coloured
over by their virtues. 5 538
Of this kind was the illustrious g }
history we now undertake; to whom, though
nature had given the greatest and most shining
‘endowments, she had not given them absolutely
‘pure and without allay. Though he had muc
of the admirable in his character, as much perhaps
~as is usnally to be found in a hero, I will not yet
venture to affirm that he was entirely free from
all defects, or that the sharp eyes of censare could
not spy out some little blemishes lurking amongst
-his many great perfeetions. . ‘
We wonld not therefore be understood to affect
giving the reader a perfect or consummate pat
“tern of human excellence 5 but rather, by. faith-




' MR, JONADHAN WILD. ’ 3
fully recording some. litle imperfections, which
shadowed over the lustreof those great qualities

_which we shall here record, to teach the lesson we
~ have above mentioned ; to induce our reader with
ament the frailty of human nature, and to
ince him that no morta}, after a thorough
iny, can be a proper object of our adoration.
t before we enter on this great work, we must
avour to remove some errors of opinion which
| have, by the disingennity of writers, con-
: for these, from their fear of contradicting

lete and absurd doctrines of a set of simple
‘called, in derision, sages or philosophers,
have endeavoured, as much as pessible, to con=
found the ideas of greatness and goodness ; whereas
no two things can possibly be more distinct from
each other: for G eatness consists in bringing all
manner of mischief on mankind, and Goodness in
removing it from them. It seems therefore very
unlikely that the same person should possess them
"both; and yet nothing is more usual with writers,
0 ~magy instances of greatness in their fa-
erof'than to make him a compliment of
the bargain ; and this, without con~
~ sidering that by such means they destroy the great
perfection called uniformity of character. In the
iistories of Alexander and Cesar, we arc fre-
quently, and indeed impertinently, reminded of
ttheir benevolence and generosity, of their clemency
and kindness. When the former had with fire
and sword overrun a vast empire, bad destroyed
the lives of an immense number of innocent
wretches, had scattered ruin and desolation like a
whirlwind, we are told, as'an example of his cle=
mency, that he did not cut the throat of an old
woman, and ravish her daughters, but was content
with only undoing them. Aud when the mighty
] B2 ‘




4 THE LIFE OF
Caesar, with wonderful greatness of mind; had
destroyed the liberties of his country, and with aﬂ»
the means of fraud and force had placed hi 5
at the head of his equals, had corrupted ang
sl@ved the greatest people whom the sun ever
we are reminded, as an evidence of his gener
of his largesses to his followers and tools, |
means he had accomplished his purpose, and by |
whose assistance he was to establish it
Now, who doth not see that such Saleh
lities as these are rather to ed
fections, than admired as ornaments i
men ; rather obscuring their glory, ‘
them back in their race to greatness, indeed
woxthy the end for which they seem to have come
into the world, viz. of pcrpetratmg vast and mig
mischief? ! Rl
We hope our reader will bave reaso ly to -
acquit us of any such confounding ideas in the fol-
lowing pages; in which, as we are to record t% i
actlons of a great man, so we have no where men=
tioned any spark of goodness, which ha
itself cxthcrfamtly in him, or more
other person, but as a meanness and
disqualifying them for undertakmgs
honour and esteem among men.
. As our hero had as little as per
| found of that meanness, indecd onl
" make him partaker of the imperfection of
nity, instead of the perfection of Diabolism,
have ventured to call him Tke Great ; nor d
doubt but our reader, when he hath peruséd'bns_
story, w111 coneur thh us in allowing him tha
tltle.

%



MR. JONATHAN WILD. &

CHAP. I,

i account of as many of our hero’s an=
s can be pathered out of the rublish of
tiquity, which hath been carefully sifted for
that purpose. - ;

stom of all biographers, at their en-
their work, to step a little backwards
ed, generally as they are able) and to
) ir hero, as the ancienis did the river
Nile; till an incapacity of proceeding higher puts
an end to their-search, e
‘What first gave rise to this method, is some-
- what difficult to determine. Sometimes I have
. thought that the hero’s ancestors have been intro-
duced as foils to himself. Again, I have imagined |
it might be to obviate a suspicion that such €xtra-
ordinary personages were not produced in the or-
¢ of nature, and may have proceeded
*s fear, that if we were not told
ers were, they might be in daiger,
yman, of being supposed to have
y, and perhaps more truly, I have
hat the design of the biographeﬂ‘-ﬂ:..i
‘be 5 more than to shew his great learning
knowledge of antiquity. A design to which the
d hath probably owed many notable disco-
veries, and indeed most of the labours of our anti~
. Quarians, ' L
But whatever original this custom had, it is now
too well established to be disputed. I shall there-
fore conform to it in the strictest manner. 4
Mz, Jonathan Wild, or Wyld, then (for he
himself did not always agree in one method of
B3 ;




6 [EPHESLEFE: OFL Lo
spelling his name), was descended from the great
Wolfstan Wild, who came over with Hengist, a
distinguished himself'very eminently at tha
mous festival, where the Britons were so tri
ously murdered by the Saxons; for wh
word was given, 7. e. Nemet eour Sawes, T
- your swords, this gentleman, being a little
hearing, mistook the sound for Nemet
- Take out their purses; instead therefore
plying to the throat, he immediately appli
- pocket of his guest, and contented .
taking all that he had, without attem
. The mnext ancestor of our hero,
markably eminent, was Wild, surnamed Langfar
‘ger, or Longfinger. He flourished in the rei
Henry I1I. and was strictly attached to H
Burgh, whose friendship he was recom
by his great excellence in an art, of whi bert
. was himself the inventor; he could, without the
knowledge of the proprietor, with great ease !

dexterity, draw foﬂ_ih a man'’s purse f)
of his garment where it was deposite
he derived his surname. This gent
Afirst of his family who had the honou;
the good of his country: on whom
time made the following epitaph:
ﬁ . O shame o’ Justice, Wild is he
£ For thatten he a pocket fang’d,
A While safe old Hubert, and his gang,
b Doth pocket o' the nation fang.

1

. Langfanger left a son named Edward, W]
had carefully instructed in the art for w
himself was so famous. This Edward had

. son, who served as a volunteer under the L

Sir John Falstaff, and by his gallant demeanour, so-
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"memmended ‘himself to his captain, that he

uld have certainly been pmmoted by him, had
rry the fifth kept his werd with his old com-

the deal h of Edwdrd the family re‘m%i'qed
obscurity o the reign of Charles th
en J. -dxsttﬁgmshed himse
tion in the civil wars, pas’
to th as heaven seemed to

céordm.g to his -
sually the case of such impartial per-
associated lnmself with a ‘brave' man of

‘ gth vbemg overpowered and takcn, e
antrary to the law of arms, put basely and |
cowardly to death, by a combination between
elve mien of the enemy’s party, who, after some
ion, unammously agreed thc said mur-

d took to foe Rebcbca the daughter
-ntioned John H’iﬁﬂﬁE‘sg by whom
ue John, Edward, Thomas, and Jona-
ce daughters, namely Grace, Charity,
C John followed the fortunes of
suffering with him, left no issue. - Ec
was so remarkable for his compassionate
er, that he spent his life in soliciting the
s of the distressed captwes in Newgate, and
ported to have held a strict friendship with an
1t divine, who solicited the spiritual causes
said captives. He married Editha, daugh-
_coheiress of Geoffry Snap, Gent. who long
" enjoyed an office under the hlgh sheriff of London
‘and Midd]esex, by which, with: grcat reputation,



ef our Amerma.n c
heardsof' As for b

who is aft%xw"ards to act a notable
stage of life, but she gives some warning o
intention ; and as the dramatic poet generall
pares the entry of every considerable char.
with a solemn narrative, or at leasta great
“of drums and trumpets; so doth this on
Mater by some shrewd hints pre-admoni
her intention, giving us warning as it w
crying i an BeeE '

-Venienti oscurrite morko,



pregnancy . sh
“she saw; nOT €O d be satis
anc{&sunely,

Ve o*appetxtes thout
he means of gratifying them; so bad
time a most marvellous glutino i
- her fingers, to which, as to
g closely adhered that she
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To omit other stories, e V] I3
perbaps the'growth of superstition, we proceed
the birth of our hero, wh madﬂe l'ns first
ance on tlus great theatre, i d
plague first broke o
ther was delivered of h
cular or. round fore
this we are not:ce
« wards baptized by
" Nothing ver;
infancy, save, 3
difficult of pronounciation, an
ehlld etttam@‘r to lhc utterance

per;. for t:h@u
into complian
brought to your
he was to be bnbe& m any thing, w
many say, he i

marks of
regarded
' rence th_ch

‘was himself seldom concerned in t
of the design, yet was he always concerter ¢
and treasurer of the booty; some little j
which he would now and then, with w
generosity, bestow on those who took it
generally very secret on these occasions 3
any offered to plunder of his own head, ;‘
acqumntmg Master Wild, and making 3 d pgs
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terwards to have released thgmﬁm@»a
oney, This was, he said, alone sufficient to
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refute thos €c L
dom of the ancients,

of the great antiquity of
vished with the account w
 same book, of rich booty

of every repetition,
sigh, and said, ¢t w
| When the story ous, Was |
the cighth ZEneid, he gen erously pi
fate of that great man, to whom |
cules much too severe: one of hi ¢
commending the*dexterity of drawing the
backwatxgﬂ)g their tails into his den, he smiled,
with some disdain, said, He could have taug ;
@dietler gmays: gimgiai e o 5 :
He was a passionate admirer of hero
larly of Alexander the Great, between who
the late king of Sweden, he would freq
draw parallels. He was much delighted
accounts of the Czar’s retreat from the
carried off the inhabitants of great ci
his own country.  This he said,
thought of by Alexander; lut added,

did not want them. %}
_ Happy had it been for him, if he
;!Zgg,imself to this sphere; but his chief,
' blemish was, that he would sometimes, f
humility in his nature too pernicious to true
ness, condescend to an intimacy with i
things and persons. Thas the Spanish regue ¥
his favourite book, and the cheats of Scapin
favourite play. % "
The young gentleman being now at &

2 Al

« This ﬁrd, in the cant language, signifies thievery. |
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had, according to the law of the realm, m
- his body to him as a security for some
clothes to him delivered by the said
Thimble. Now, as the unt, though
a man of hono
se_conds, he was
Mr. Snap’s hous
Iandis, that whoever owes
may be, on the oath of tha
taken up and carried away fr is o
family, and kept abroad till he is made 1
whether he will or no; for which he
afterwards obliged to lie in gaol; and
without any trial had, or any other evidence o
debt than the aboveé‘bxd ~oath, which if unt
it often happens, you have no remed; ag
perjurer; he was, forsooth, mistaken.
But though Mr. Snap woul ot (as
the 1 nice rules of honour he was s obliged)
the Count on his pa'ule, yet did he
the strict rules of law he was enab
him to his chamber. The Count hag
of the whole house, and Mr. Snap.
precauation of keepmg his doors w
barr'd, took his prisoner’ s word tha
i
go forth. Y
‘Mr. Snap had by his second Iady ‘two d
~who were now in the bloom of their
beauty. These young ladies, like d'lmac
mance, compassionated the captive Count,
endeavoured by all means to make his, cor
ment less irksome to him; which, tho‘
were both very beautiful, they could not
by any other way so effectually, as by engagm
with him at cards, in which contentions, as wxl
appear hereafter, the Count was greatly skilful.




MR. JONATHAN WILD, 15

‘whick and swabbers was the game then in
ef vogue, they were obliged to look for a
erson, in order ‘to make up their parties,

: P'birfr;seglf would sometimes relax his mind, -
iolent fatigues of his employment, by
_ and sometimes a neighbouring
entleman, or Jady, came into their assists

the most frequent guest was young Mas-
, who had been educated from his infancy'
Vliss Snaps, and was, by all the neigh-

lotted for the husband of Miss Tishy, or
|, the younger of the two ; for though, being
isin-german, she was perhaps, in the eye
strict conscience, somewhat too nearly related
»him ; yet the old people on both sides, though
fhiciently scrupulous in nice matters, agreed to
“rtiigpdthis objections s oo Bt TR L
~~ Men of great genius as easily discover one an=
‘as free-masons can. It was therefore no

fortune of his adversary, never failed
m away from the table with less in his

t than he brought to it, for indeed Lang-
nger himself could not have extracted a purse.
with more ingenuity than our young hero.

His hands ‘made frequent visits to the Count's
pocket, before the latter had entertained any sus-
picion of him, imputing the several losses he
sustained, rather to the innocent and sprightly
frolic of Miss Doshy, or Theodosia, with which,
c2
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“ tage you want, without which your merit |
““be your misfortune; for those abilities
“ would e_ntit]’@wyou-to honour and profit in
““ rior station, may render you only obnoxio
5 ' DIRGTSESEE

A

“ value youn have set on my smal
‘¢ the kindness you express in offc
““’“me among my superiors. I mu
.““ bath often persuaded me to push mys
“ the company of my betters; but, to say
“ truth, I have an aukward pride in my nat
“which is better pleased with being at the head of
« the lowest class, than at the bottqm of th
< hishest. Permit me to say, though the idea :
“ be somewhat coarse, 1 had rather stand on-the
“ snmmit of a dunghill, than at the bottom of a
¢ hill in Paradise; 1 have always thought it signi~
“fies little into what rank of life I am thrown,
« provided I make a great figure therein; an
¢« should be asiwell satisfied with exerti
“ lents well at the head of a small pa
a5 in the command of a mighty arm
¢ far from agreeing with you, that
<< often lost in a low sitliation; on the co
“am convinced it is impossible they sl
<¢Jost. I have often persuaded myself th

“were not fewer than a thousand in Alexander's
“ troops capable ~3?1:3\"performing what Alexa
s Himnselfidildy ol ; :
¢ But because such spirits were not elected or
<< destined to an imperial command, are we there-
< fore to imagine they came off without a booty ?
< Or that they contented themselves with the sha
£ in common with their comrades? Surely, no.
« In civil life, doubtless, the same genius, the

.
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7 quahfy you for undertaking, and the same 1
“ will bring you to your end oth jo e&f'
¢ in music, it is the same tune, whether you ;
““it in a higher or a lower key. To i
¢ some particularss Isitn b
“ which enables this man to ]
“ vant, and to get into the ¢
SO hxs master, in otder |
<t undertake trusts of the hig
“¢ design to break a '
“ cult by false tokens to deceive a
“¢ the delivery of his goods, which you afterw
““ away with, than to impose upon himi by
“ splendour, and the appearance of fortune, i :
¢ credit by which you gam, and he loses twenty.
¢ times as much. Doth it not require moredqx :
¢ terity in the fingers to draw out a man's
¢ from his pocket, or to take a lady's watck
<« her side, without being perceived of any (a
« cellence in which, without flattery, I am pexsua;-
¢ .ded you have no supenor) than to cog a die, or
< to shuffle a pack of cards? Is not as muck
““ as many excellent qualities, requued to.m
< pimping porter at a common bawd
« would enable a man to prostitute hi
«¢ friend’s wife or child 2 Doth it not:
“ memory, as nimble an invention,
< countenance; to forswear yourself i
«c ster-hall, as would furnish out a compl !
‘¢ state, or perhaps a statesman himself? I
< needless’ to particularize every instance; i
<« we shall find, that there is a nearer conne
« between high and low life than is generally i ,
« gined, and that a highwaymam is entitled to _
e more favour with the great than he usually
« meets with. ~If therefore, as I think I have "
~« proved, the same parts which qualey a man for




e

DR

safely he may
frce ‘exertion o‘f

felito amiv@'
e of eminence in his profession, woul
raise a man sin tht the world este

ful y avmd bcmg mlslcd by thc vulgar erro- #
o : for mankind err in
ﬁf-iﬁs' ions of this' naturc, as‘?hys'mxams do, who,
onsidering the operatxons@f a dxsease, have

A Housebreaker tA nghwayman :
¥ A Shoplifter. Terms used in the Cant Dictionary,
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““mon in this constitution, maybea fever
““ in the same manner that which may be
“ honour to me, may be poverty or disgrae
““ther: for all these things are to be estir
¢ relation to thewperson ossesses th
“ booty of 10l. looks‘as great in t :
‘¢ dle-cull, and gives as much real happ
“ fancy, as that of as many thousands t
“ man; and doth not the er lay
“ sitions in whores and fiddles, v
“ joy and mirth, than the latter in palac
‘¢ tures 2 What are the flattery, the false
““ ments of his gang, to the statesman, w
¢ himself must condemn his own blunders, and i
¢ obliged against his will to give fortune the wh
~“ honour of his success? what is the pride, rest
“¢ ing from such sham applause, compared
« secret satisfaction which a Prig enjoys in his
“ mind in reflecting on a well contrived and well
¢ executed scheme? Perhaps indeed the greater
¢ danger is on the Prig’s side; but then you must:
“ remember, that the greater honour is so too. .
« When I mention honour, I mean that which
- ¢ paid them by their gang, ; for that well
<« the world, which is vulgarly called 1
“ gee both-in a disadvantageous and ¢
« light: And as the Prig enjoys (and .
« the greater degree of honour from bis ga
__““ doth be suffer the less disgrace from the worl
"¢ who think /his misdeeds, as they call them, st
< ciently at last punished with a halter, whic
“ once puts an end to his pain and in
‘e whereas the other is not only hated in
« but detested and contemned at the scaff
< future ages vent their malice on his fame,
s the other sleeps quiet and forgotten. Besides, let

. SR
«cus a little consider the secret quiet of theix con~







g sat down to c'uds, a circumstance whi
“pot have mentioned, but

-tQ" he f ming al

.,To whmh Wild said,  He must make
',gxeat]y applauded ghc advice, and sa;%

,p&rtectly well qualified. -

When our two fnend net
Count (who,
whole of his frier
please'd with h :

ing | had an intrigue with Mis
the elder of the Miss Snaps, ever since
finement, thoucrh he could not prevail wi
- him at hbcrty | Id answered, wit
It was no wonder a woman shou)d W

55 hls eseape
to acquaxm him with it.
was surest means, and advised h
the maid. The Count thanked him, b
« That he had not a farthing left be
“ nea, whi ¢ had then given her

which he supposed he
to know how to put off.”

he should be ablc in time to persuade him t
descend to beia great man, for whic

This method being cquczl 1ded on, th

r the sake of obse
the prodigious force of habit; for though

“Count knew, if he won ever so much of Mr,
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THE LIFE OF .
have parted with, to his fnsnd; %mﬁ
his liberty. 4
- Bat it would be hlghlyi-ileroga 7
GREAT character of Wild e ]
gine he lent such

“least view of servi
reader may easily account
advantageous to our
eluding that he had some int
Count's enlargem we ho
Mt.gs*sp  as the seq

ueasmahie but necessary, to suppo

such view. ‘
A long intimacy and . friendship subsx :

tween the Count and Mr. Wild, who, b

- the advice of the Count dressed in good clot

was by him introduced into the best company.

They constantly frcquentcd the assemblies, auc~

tmns, ‘gaming-tables, and playhouses ; at which last

nheysm two acts every night, and then retired
without paying, this being, it seems, :
tial privilege which the ‘beaus of th
scribe for to themselyes. This, however,
suit Wild’s temper, who called it a cheat, nd

Jected against it, as requmng no dexterit; :

every blockhcad might put in execution.

was a custom very much savouring of

m_g buﬂge;* bat neither so. honourable !

de ‘now - made a considerable
passed for a ntleman of gréat fort
funds. Wo quality treated him wit!
famhanty,vyoung ladies ‘b@an to ad |
charms for him, when an accident hapwm
put a stop to his continuanee in a way of

* Shop-lifting.
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afford employment for those
were design’ed to mnkc a

ty with a fnll and perfect ac‘c'
accident; but as there are such. various mcooum i
* one of whxch only canbe true, and possibly, and in-
deed probably none; instead of following the ge-
istorians, who in such casesﬁsﬂ’n&

n it is, that whatever.ihls accident was, it
ur hero's fathet to send his son 1mma~
ad, for seven years; and
hat remarkable, to his maj sty’ s plwmﬁ
nerica.  That part of the 0
id, freer from vices than the courts and.
e ‘Europe, and consequent]y less dsnofemus
to corrupt a young man’s morals nd as for the
- advantages, the old gentleman they were:
equal there with those attained in ‘politer cli=
mates ; for travelling, he said, was travelling in
one pgrge@thc world as well as another : It con~
sisted in being such a time from home, and in tTa*
vemug so many leagues ; and appealed. to experi=
D2 %
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‘ence, whethgrmost of our trax
Italy, did not i
have bee;

Jand ?

-"young gentlema' :
great deal of good
,pcan laemxsphe:e¢

LA
's notice ;. bemg, mdecd ‘a con
of whoring, dnnkmg, and " remowqg
ce to anotber.

ur .hxktom, and have inserted
oritwo of some other traveller : 'Eagvhqb

borrowed shegoumals of se

ity as

As therefore, 3

the sequel fﬁ;

matters@g "1
ness: At present we ¢
down our hero where:

quamtmg our reader
seven years, and then ca;




3

d a great opinion ; takmg there
asxdc, he advised him to yrovide hlmself
ad them not about him) wit 1 )
nd to attack thc Comxt,‘

he booty, and having-
d money into two unequal heaps, and
- added a golden snuff-box to the lesser hcap, he de-
! s&red Mr, led to take his choice. :

&¢D 3
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‘Mr. Wild immediately conveyeé the:
share of the read his peq.lqgt )

" excellent '
“you c
then, turning
stern countenanc
‘that sum to hims

raasen to comﬂm it wr ’
: ontent 1mself mﬁb&n

ssi(says Jona :
hwel shal] not refuse.yla

5 shepberd the weaver, the
« dier, work not for themselv
¢ are contented with a paer pmance (the labour

&
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<« are the labourer only, the exect
““ scheme, expect a share in the pro
“ vised, thcrefore, deliver tﬁbeawbele
“and trust to my bounty for
Bagshot was sometis s:l
thunderstrack : B 2
- his snrpnze, he tlms

b me,«»j_l am a man of honour, and tho
¢ talk as well as you, by G— you shall
“a fool of me; and if you take me fo
¢ must tell you, you are arascal.”” Atwhich we
‘he laid his hand to his pistol. Wild perce
the little success the great strength of his arg
ments had met with, and the hasty temper o
friend, gave over hls ‘design for the present, and
told Bagshot, he was only in jest. But this |
ness with which he treated the other'
vather the effect of oil than of water
replied in a rage, “D——nme, I do
“jests 5 5 1 see you are a pitiful rascal, ai
«drel.” Wild, with a philosophy wor
admiration, retarned, ¢ As for your abus
“ no regard to it 5 but to convince you
“ afraid of you, let us lay the whols
% the table, and let the conqueror
And having so said, he drew out hissh
whose glittering so dazzled the eyes
_that, 'in a tone entirely altered, he sai
“ he was contented with what
“ that it was mighty ridiculous
“ among themselves; that they had « )
« mies enough abroad, ag whom they s
“ unite their common for







&

 cHARIX.

Wild pays a visit to_
. scription qf tka :

gener: ye;M; Wild found a pres
most welcome m her, as being a token

'ﬁhﬂl'e,gﬁpéas‘zd a genteel sou

he w _upon his mistress : b
the. nma beautiful undress. Her

ich they did as loy
S5 y ing of a rumpled &
ke:c 1 v,almqat hid them from the e
few parts, where a good-naturetf hole
tunity to the naked breast to appear
was a sattin of a vghmgh colour,
dozea little silver spots upon it, s
woven at great distance; .
they had fallen there by ch
discovered a fine yenaw co
yound the bottom with.a narrow picc

lace, which was now almest become fringe :




petticoat stiffenedwith whale-
hoop, which hung six inches
e other ; i i
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young gentleman, whom she had there én=
the approach of the other.. The name of
ms Tom Smuk He was eLerk toan

ﬁs we take dress to be
it quality of a beau, we
haracter of this yoang
content ourselves with describing his
y to our readers. He wore, then, a pair
stockings on his legs, and pumps on hxs
is buckles were a large piece of pi
wlnch almost covered his whole. foot. Hts
hes were of red plush, which hardly reached
‘bis knees; his waistcoat was a white dimi
»»ﬁchly embroidered with® yellow silk, over which
i hewore a blue plush coat with metal buttons, a

" smart sleeve, and a cape reaching half way down
bacl\ His wig was of a brown colour, covermg
his pate, on which was hung, on one
aced hat, but cocked with great smart-

i was the accomplished Smirk who, at ~
forth from the closet, was received with

s by the amiable Txetitia. She addressed

v the tender nauae of dear Tommy; and told
had msmnssed the odious creature Whom

Mthmg o mtermpthcr happiness with lmm
~ Here, reader, thou must pardon us if we stop 4 -
whﬂe to lament the -capriciousness of nature in
z-iﬁiﬂmng tm@ charming part of the creation, de-

> the happiness of mang with

e to lay his ferocity, with their
S cares, aud with their
all the troubles and
3 happen to him. Secing

then that these axa} the hlessmgs chietly seuggbx'
'fﬁ OIS XIT,

o
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after, and generally found in eyery wifi
must we lament that disposition in the
creatures, which leads them to prefer i
favour those individuals of the othey st
not seem intended by nature as so great a
picce.  For surcly, however nseful they
in the creation, as we are taught that nof
even a louse, is made in yain; yet thes
even that most splendid and honoured pa
in this our island, nature loves to distinguisk
are not, as some think, the noblest work of fl
Creator.  For my own part, let any man chuse to
hifmsé}f‘ two beaus, let them be captains or colon !
ag well dressed men as ever lived, I would venture |
to gpposea single Sir Isaac Newton, a Shakespeare, A
a Milton, or perbaps some few others, to both these
beaus ; nay, and I very much doubt, whether it
iad not been better for the world in general, that

neither of these beaus had ever been born, the

that it should have wanted the benefit ari
from the labout of ariy one of those pers:
If this be true, how melancholy nius
consideration; that any single beau, espee
have but half a yard of ribbon in his hat,
weigh heavier, in the scale of female affection
twenty Sir Isaac Newtons. How must our n <
who perhaps had wisely accounted for the resist=
ance which the chaste Leetitia had made to the
violent addresses of the ravished (or rather ravish-
ing) Wild, from that Jady's impregnable virtue,
how must he blush, I say, to perceive: her: quit
the sricmess of her carriage, and abandon herself
‘to ‘these loose freedoms wilich' she indulged. to
Smirk. But, alas! when we discover all, as to
. preserve the fidelity of our history we must, when -
,we relate that every familiarity had: past between’
them, and that the Fair Letitia (for we must, in
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le instance, imitate Virgil, when he drops
‘and the pater, and drop our favourite
“of chaste), the ratr Leetitia had, I say,
mivk as happy as Wild desired to be, what
1 be our reader’s confusion? We will, there=
i 4 cartain over this scene, from that
yuy which is in us, and proceed to matters.
_instead of dishonouring the human species,
atly raise and ennoble it. 7

CHAPSXE
i Containing as notable instances of human great-
. mess as are to be met with in ancient or modern
o history. Concluding with some wholesome hints
gt the gay part of mankind. B

2 A

.pno sooner parted from the chaste Leetitia,
llecting that his friend the Count was re-
‘his lodgings in the same house, he re-
,, isit him : for he was none of those half-
" bred fellows, who are ashamed to see their friends
-4 ﬁ ‘they have plandered and betrayed them::
»m which base and pitiful temper, many mon-
strous croelties have been transacted by men, who
kave sometimes carried - their modesty so far as to
the murder, or utter ruin of those against whom
their consciences have suggested to thein, that
they have committed some small trespass, either
by the debauching a friend’s wife or daugl;gﬁ', be-
Iying or betraying the friend himself, or som other
such trifling instance.. In our hero there was no=
_ thing not truly great: he could, without the least
g _abashment, drink a bottle with the man who knew
. he bad the moment before picked his pocket ; and,
: E 2 :
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when he had stript him of every thing. bie ha
ver desired to do him any further mischief ; |
carried good nature to that wonderful and ut
mon height, that he never did a single inju
or woman, by which he himself did not e
reap some advantage. He would often ind
that by the contrary party men often made a
bargain with the devil, and did his work f
thing. = %

Our hero found the captive Count, not basely
lamenting his fate, nor abandoning bimself to de- -
spair; but with due resignation, employing him-
self in preparing several packs of cards for future -
exploits. The Count, little suspecting that Wild *
had been the sole contriver of the misfortune which '
had befallen him, rose up, and eagerly embraced
him; and Wild returned his embrace with equal
warmth. They were no sooner seated than Wild
took an oceasion, from'seeing the cards lying on
the table, to inveigh against gaming, and, with
*usual and highly commendable freedom, aff
exaggerating the distrest circumstances in
the Count was then involved, imputed all his ]
fortunes ‘to that cursed itch of play, which, he
said, heconeluded had brought his present confine-
ment upon him, and must unavoidably end in his -
destruction. - The other, with great alacrity, des =
fended his favourite amusement (or rather employ-
ment), and having told his friend the great success
bhe had after his unluckily quitting the room, ac-
quainted him with the accident which followed,
and which the reader; as well as Mr. Wild, hath =
had some intimation of before ; adding, however,
one circumstance not hitherto mentioned, viz. that
he had defended his money withthe utmostbravery,
and had dangerously wounded at least two of the
three men that had attacked him. This behaviour




: ) i
MR, JONATHAN WILD. 417

/ho not only knew the extreme. readiness
ich the booty had been delivered, but also
t frigidity of the Count’s courage, high~
nd wished he had been present to
The Count then proceeded to animad~
e carelessness of the watch, and the scan-
the laws, thathonest people could not
¢ streets in safety ; and, after expatiating
‘ on thdt subject, he asked Mr. Wild if he
jer saw so prodigions a run of luck (for so he
& to call his winning, though he knew Wild
‘was well acquainted with his having loaded dice in
his pocket) ; the other answered, it was indeed
prodigious, and almost sgfici'giit to justify any per- -
| son, who did not know him better, in'suspecting
his fair play. No man, T believe, dares call that
in question, replied he. No surely, says Wild, -
t you are well known-to be a man of more honour :
Sir, continued he, did the rascals rob you ‘
Bvery shilling, cries the other, ‘with" an
did not'leave me a single stake.
they were discoursing, Mr. Snap, witha
feman who followed him, introduced Mr.
shot into the company. Itsccms Mr. Bagshot,
-diately after his separation from Mr. Wild,
d to the gaming-table, where, “having trust- -
edto forttwe that treasure which he had procared -
by his industry, the faithless goddess committed. a
breach of trust, and sent Mr. Bagshot away with
as empty pockets as are to be found in any laced"
_ coat in the kingdom. Now as that gentleman was
walking to a certain reputable house or shed in Co-
vent-Garden market, he fortaned to meet Wwith
Mr. Snap, who had just retarned from conveying
the Count to his lodgings, and was then walking to
. and fro before the gaming-house door ; for you are
"W know, my geod reader, if you havemever beefi

——
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a man of wit and pleasure about town, that s the
voracious pike lieth snug under some wee '
the mouth of any of those little streams:
charge themselves into a large river,
the small fry which issue thereoat ; so lm
fore the door or mouth of these ga
doth Mr. Snap, or some other gentleman ¢
cupation, attend the issuing forth of the s
of young gentlemen, to whom they delwen‘
slips of parchment, containing invitations |
said gentlemen to tbeir houses, together with
Mz, John Doe¥*, a person whose company is
great request. . Mr. Snap, among many others of
these billets, happened to have one directed to Mrﬂ]
Bagshot, being at the suit or solicitation of one !
Mrs. Anne Sample, Spmstel, at whose house the
said Bagshot had lodged several months, and
whence he had inadvertently departed without
taking a formal leave, on which account Mms.{
Anne had taken this method of speaking u
Mr. Snap's house being now very fu {
company, he was obliged to introduce Mr. B &Ut
into the Count's apartment, i bcma{,
the only chbamber he had to lock up in, N {
no sooner saw his friend than he ran e ggr]y to
~embrace him, and mmcdlalely plescnted him ‘to
the Count, who received him with grea.t ciy

* This. is a fictitiousname which is put into | evcry
what purpose the lawyers l;% kiow.

e
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AT g --'4
CHAP XII i)

7§ mlatwg to Mtsa Tuky,;plud;

not greatly surprise after the for-
5 a very fine gentleman.
ild and the Count, in
hinted at, wztkﬁ&c.

of the room, utsllmg
w who desired to
* was no other than Mi
© mirer Mr. Bagshot haﬁv
! tender breast his passion:
- flamie than that which any of hi d been
| able to raise. Indeed she was so extremely fond of
youth that she often confessed to ) her female
, if she could cv&rlmma& ) the

ﬂ counterbalance these he-
,'!vs, fashe the silliest fellow in the
g ¢ L nor read, nor had he

7%S;!ﬁ\gle grain ov spark of honour, honesty, or goods
- Bature, in his whele composition.

¥ )
ol
o> " A
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. ¢ any such reflections on a man of Mr. Bag

v

4 " THE LIFE OF

As soon as Mr. Bagshot had quitted the ro&uﬁ} :
the Count taking Wild. by the hand, told him
had something {6 communicate to him of ver
importance: ““ I am very well convinced,
< that Bagshot is the person who robbed: m
Wild started with great amazement at thi
very, and answered with a most serious ¢
nance, ““ I advise you to take care how yo

“¢ pice honour; for I am certain he will not be
it ¢« D—n his honour,” quoth :the enr
Count,  nor can I bear bemg robbed; T will ap
“ ply to a justice of peace.” Wild 1ephed with great
indignation, < Since you dgre entertain such a sus-
“¢ picion against my triend, I will henceforth dis-
“ claim all acquaintance with you. Mr. Bagshot
s a man of honour, and my friend, and conse-
““ quently it 1s impossible he should be guilty of a
‘“bad action.” He added much more to the same
purpose, which had not the expected weight wit]
the Count; for the latter seemed- still certais as o
the person, and resolute in applying for j
which, he said, he thought he owed to the

% Bagshot had, in a frohc (for I will' calls
< other), taken this method of bono“imncr your
““ money, what will you get by prosccutmg him?
¢ Not your money again; for you hear he was
¢ stript at the gaming: table, (of which Bagshot
had;, daring their short confabulation, informed
‘them) “ you will get then an opportunity of being
¢ still more out of pocket by the prosecation. Ano-
‘¢ ther advantage you may promise yourself is the
 being blown up at every gaming-house in town,
¢ for that Lawill assure you of ; and then much

¥
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.

may it do you, to sit down with the satis-
on of having discharged what it seems youa
-t e public. I am ashamed of my own dis-
it, when I mistook you for a great man.
| it not be better for you to receive part
aps all) of your mooey again by a wise
alment ; for however seedy * Mr. Bagshot
c now, if he bath really played this frolic
you, you.may believe he will play it with
, and when he is in cash, you may depend
-estoration ; the law will be always in your
ower, and that is the last remedy which @brave
% or a wise man would resort to. Leave the affair
¢ therefore to me; I will examine Bagshot, and if
- %1 find he hath played you this trick, I will engage
“my own honour, you shall in the end be no
“loser,” The Count answered: * if I was sure
I to be no loset, Mr. Wild, I apprehend you have
["#a better opinion of my understanding than to
agine I would prosecute a gentleman for the
of the public. These are foolish words of
course, which we learn a ridiculous habit of
speaking, and will often break from us without
““any design or meaning, © I'assure you, all I.de-
W:’ re isa reimbuarsement, and if I can by your
| “ means obtain that, the public may——" con-
 cluding with a phrase too coarse to be inscrted in
a history of this kind. - i SR A
| They were now informed that dinner was ready,.
"and the company assembled below stairs, whither
 thereader may, if he please, attend these gentlemen.
~ There sat down at the table Mr. Snap, and the
 two Miss Snaps, his daugbters, Mr. Wild the elder,
Mr, Wild the younger, the Count, Mr. Bagshot,
and a grave gentleman, who had formerly had the

£ g@&

@
-

| * Poor. ‘
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honour of carrying arms in a regiment of foot, and
who was now engaged in the office (perhaps’ar‘ﬁa
profitable one) of assisting or following M
in the execution of the laws of his countr;

Nothing very remarkable passed at 'd
The conversation (as is usual in polite com
rolled chicfly on what they were then eati
what they had lately eaten, In this the
" gentleman, who had served in Ireland, ¢
a very particular ‘account of a new man
roasting potatoes, and others gave an accoun
other dishes. In short, an indifferent by-sta
would have concluded from their discourse, tha
they bad all come into this world for no ether |
purpose than to fill their belhes, and indeed, if
this was not the chief, it is probable it was the
most innocent design nature had in their formation.

As soon as the dish was removed, and the ladies’
retired, the Count proposed a game at hazard,
- which was immediately assented to by the whole
company, and. the dice being immediately brought
in, the Count took up- the bex, and d
who would set him: to which no on
answer, imagining perhaps the Count’s p
be more empty than they were; for, in
that - gentleman (notwithstanding - what  he' hac
~ heartily swore to Mr. Wild) had, since his aamvalz'
at Mr. Snapls, conveyed a piece of plate
by which means he had furnished himself with ten
guineas. The Count, ' therefore, perceiving  this
backwardness in his friends, and probably some-
what guessing at the cause of it, took: the said
guineas out of his pocket, and threw them on the
table ; when lo! (such is the force of example) all
the rest began to produce their funds, and imme=
diately, a considerable sam ghttermw in their eyes,
the game began, ]




; MR. JONATHAN' WILD. S 4y

9 :-éHAP XIIL

mh we are extremelz/ vain: and
indeed we look on as our chef d'ceuvre,
wonderful story concerning the>
ne. qf honour as ever

t*thank me for an exact rclatxm‘r of
that th'ey" played

mgpcuted I wxll not derer, i :
prising it was, that every petrson pmtasted ‘he had
, nor could any one guess who, ﬁnles§ tbe devu

ary; for he wa
y often into his p ki
nger presumption gr

we have mentmtxed to haws serve

ﬁt\éﬂﬂy dived into tl

hence asehe tells us in the apolocry for his lee,
1 though he m!ght extract
*M tion of some other such per- .
c. where all the apologies |
ves of rogues am.l hich have been published
¢ twenly years, slioﬁiif‘ha.ve been iuse%g.'d.
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a few pieces, he was ‘very sensible he ba
many behind. '
The gentleman had long indulged his
in this way before Mr. Bagshot, in the
gaming, had perceived him: but as B
now leavmg off play, he discovered th
- feat of dexterity 5 upon which, leaping
his. chair in wiolent passion, he eried
(Ha Q‘cho‘ught I had been among gentleme
¢ of honour, but d n me, I find
<« pickpocket in company.” The scandal
‘of this word extremely alarmed the wh
nor did they all shew less sarprise than the Co
(whose not sitting of late is much lamente
would express at hearing there was an Atheist
the room ; but it more particulatly affected t
gentleman at whom it was levelled, though it wa: |
not addressed to him. He likewise started fror’
bis chair, and, with a fierce countenance
accent; said, ¢¢ Do you mean me? D
¢ eyes, you are a rascal and a scoundrel
words would have been immediately s
blows, bad not the company interpo
strang arm withbeld the two antagonis
other. It was, however, a long time b
could be prevail to §it down; whi
~Jast happily brou
who was a well-disposed old man, ad
“shake hands and bé friends; but the g
* awho had received tt@mrst aftront, a
fused it, and swore, He would hat
tleod. Mr. Snap highly applauder
-and affirmed that the affron - ,,
be pat up by any who bore the name of a gcn .
man, and that unless his friend resented it pre
perly, he would never execute auother warrant
his company ; that he had always Jooked upe
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man of honour, and doubted not but he
ove himselt so; and that if it was his
- nothing should persuade him to put up
ont without proper satisfaction.  The
ise spoke on the same side, and the
elves muttered several short sentences,
i . At last Mr, Wild, our
' and having fixed
on of all present, began as follows: « T
heard with infinite pleasure every thing
‘the two gentlemen who spoke last have
aid with relation to honour, nor can any man

sibly entertain a h.gher and nobler sense of
that word, nor a Oreatm* esteem of its inestima-
we have 116 nameé to
#¢express it by in oar Cam"‘Dxchoﬂaw, it were.

“well to be wished we had. It is indeed the
& essential qualityof a centlcmaa, and which no
man who ever was great in the field, or on ‘the
]  others expresﬁ ‘can possibly be with-
ut alas! Gentlemen, what pit
Word of such_sovereign use and v
d have so uncertdin aﬁﬂvmnumn a{;ﬁ:@a‘

at scarce two people mean the same thibg
0 not some by h%ﬁr mean g‘oodeha-

E

1

- humanity, whichweak minds call vir-
‘then!” Must we deny it to the great,
“the noble; to the sackers of towns,
underers of provinces, and the tonquél‘ersi :
“ of ki s? Were not¥these men of honour?
‘and yet they scorn those pitiful qualities [ have
¥ mentioned. ~ Again, some few (of I am mis-
~“taken) include the idea of honesty in their ho-
“mour. And shall we then say, that no man who
“withholds from anethér what law, or justice
5 ethaps, calls his 0w, or - -who grea{ly and
_? beldiy deprives him nt such property, is = man
BYOL! X1, o

-
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< of honour? Heaven forbid I should sa
 this, or, indeed, in any other good co
< Is honour trath? No, it is not in the lie's
“ from us, but in its coming to us our hot
< injured. Doth it then consist in what
«« gar call cardinal virtues? It would b
“ to your understandings to suppose 1t,
 see every day so many men of honou
¢ any. Inwhat thendoth the word hon
“Why in itself alone. A man of hot
¢¢ that is called a man of honour; and w
« 50 called, he so remains, and no longer. 1
. ¢ not any thing a man commits can forfeit his |
¢ nour. Look abroad into the world, the Pric
« while he flourishes is a man of honour; when
¢ in goal, at the bar or the tree, he is so no longer.
< And why is this distinction ? Not from his ac- -
‘¢ tions ; for those are often as well known in b
¢ flourishing estate, as they are afterwards:
" ¢ because men, I mean those of his own
“ gang, call him a man of honour in"
< and cease to call him so in the lattel
« Let us see then ; how hath Mr. Bagsl
« the gentleman’s honoar? Why, he ha ]
“ him a pickpocket; and that, probably, b
<« severe construction, and a long round-
- ¢ way of reasoning, may seem a little to derogate
~ “ from his honour, if considered in a ver 3
 sense. Admitting it, therefore, for argument’s
< sake, to be some small imputation on his honour, |
< let Mr. Bagshot give him satisfaction ; let him
“ doubly and- triply repair this oblique injury by
« directly asserting, that he believes he is a man-of
~ « honour.” The gentleman answered, he was
~ content torefer it to Mr. Wild, and whatever satis-
. faction he thought sufficient, he would accept.
¢ Let him give me may money again first,” said Bag-
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¢ and then -Ir- will call him a man of honour
my heart.” The gentleman then protested
not any, which Suap seconded, declaring
d his eyes on him all the while ; but Bagsbot
d still unsatisfied, till Wild, rapping out a
atb, swore he had not taken a single far-
, that whoever asserted the contrary
lie, and he wmﬂd resent it. And
ndency of this Great Man,
shot immediately acquiesced, and per-
be ceremonies required : and thus, by the
e address of our hero, this quarrel, which
o fatal an aspect, and which, between two
ersons so extremely jealous of their honour, would
most certainly have produced very dreadful conse-
quences, was bappily concluded. 3
- Mr. Wild was indeed a little interested in th:s
aﬂ%xr, as he himself bad set the gentleman to work,
ad received the greatest part of the booty :
s deposition in his favour, it -
ight to which the ardour of that
s triendship too frequen:tly hurried
2s his constant maxim, That he was a
who would stxek at alittle Rappmg ¥

CHAP. %IV.’F :

ch [h.e history of Gnm'mzss s continued,

TTERS being thus reconcﬂed and the gaming -
er, from reasons before hinted, the company
! j)mceeded to drink about with the utmost checg-

* Rapping isa cant word for per_}urg.,
T2

————-
o N ol
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* eare to trust to the nimbleuess of the Co

A

52. THE LIVE OF

hands, and professing the most perfect ath
for each other. All which were not in th
interrupted by some designs which they the
tated in their minds, and which they i
execute as soon as the liquor had pre
some of 'their. understandings Bags
gentleman intending to rob each other ; 5
au,d Mr. Wild the elder, meditating
creditors they conld find out, to charge t
man then in custody with : the Count h
renew the play, and Wild our hero laying a
to put Bagshot out of the way, or, as the
express it, to hang him with the first oppormm 418
Bat none of these great designs could at present
be put in execution, for Mr. Snap being soon after

-summoned abroad on business of great moment,

which required likewise the assistance of Mr. Wﬂd
the elder, and his other friend, and as he did

of which he had already had some expe
declared he must lock up for that eve
reader, if thou pleasest, as we ar
haste, we will stop and make a simile.
their lap is finished, the cautious huntsman to
kennel gathers the nimble-footed houn
with lank ears and tails slouch sull
he with his wluppers -in follows c]o%&%
regardless of their dogged hum -
seen them safe within the door, he turns
and then retires to whatey et busmegg or p
calls him thence : so with lowring counte
and reluctant steps, mounted the Co Bag-
shot to their chamber, or rather kennel ither
they were attended by Snap, and those who fol-
lowed him, and where Snap having seen them
deposited, wyery contentedly locked the door, and
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parted, And now, reader, we will, in imitation
the traly laudable custom of the world, leave
sse our good friends to deliver themselves as
, and pursue the thriving fortunes of Wild
~who with that great aversion to satis-
d content, which is inseparably incident
inds, began to enlarge: his views with
rity : for this restless amiable disposition,
oble avidity which increases with feeding, is
st principal or constituent quality of these
ireat Men ; to whom, in their passage on to
sreatness, it happens as to a traveller over the
‘Alps, or, if this be a too far-fetched simile, to one
who trayels westward over the hills near Bath,
‘where the simile was indeed made. He sees not
‘the end of his journey at once; bat passing on
from scheme to scheme, and from hill to hill, with
Jble constancy, resolving still to attain the sum-
it on which he hath fixed his eye, however dirty
s may be through which he struggles, he
arrives at—ssome vile inn, where he
Kind of entertainment nor conyeniency
osc. 1 fancy, reader, if thou hast ever tra-
b these roads, one part of my simile is suf-
apparent (and indeed, in all these illus-
one side is gencrally much more apparent
other), but, believe me, if the other doth
-ntly appear to thy satisfaction, it is
er reason, than because thou art unac-
d wi h these Great Men, and hast not had
nstruction, leisure, or opportunity, to

sider what happens to those who pursue what
enerally understood by GreaTxEss: for surely,
if thou hadst animadverted ot only on the many
perils to which Great Men are daily liable while
they are in their progress, but hadst discerned, as
it were through a microscope (for it ‘Is invisible to
F3

0,
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the naked eye), that dlmmutiva speck ef hgpp‘-n
ness which they attain even in the consummation
of their wishes, thm; wouldst lament with me the
unhappy fate of these Great Men, on whom |
ture hath set so superior a mark, that the res
mankind are born for their use and em
only, and be apt to cry out ““ It is pity ¢
¢ for whose pleasure and profit manki
¢ labour and sweat, to be hacked and I
< be pillaged, plundered, and every way dest
¢ should reap so LITTLE advantagc from 3
¢ miseries they occasion to others.” For. my p
I own myself of that humble kind of mortals, w ﬁ 4
consider themselves born for the behoof of some
Great Man or other, and could I behold his happi-
ness carved out of the labour and ruin of a thou-
sand such tepnles as mysc]f I might with satis-
faction.exclaim, Sic, sic juvat: but when 1 bcho]d :
one Great Man starving with hunger, and freezi
thh cold, in the midst of fifty thousand, who
suffering the same evils.for his diversions ‘w.
see another, whose own mind is a |
slave to his own greatness, and is more tortu
and racked by it than those of all his vassals; las
when I consider wholc nations rooted out’
bring tears into the eyes of a Great |
indeed becauseshe hath extirpated 0
because he bad no more nations to extir
traly T am almost incline d to wish tha
(L::ued us this her MasTerriece, and
rReaT Max had ever becn born into the world.
But to proceed with our history, which wﬂl Wg
hope, produce much better lessons, and more in-
structive than any we can preach: Wild was no. b
sooner retired to a night-cellar, than he began to
reflect on the sweets he had that day enjoyed from
the labours of others, viz, First from Mr, Bagshot,
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d for his use robbed the Count; and, Se-
dly, from the gentleman, who for the same

od purpese bad picked the pocket of Bagshot.

“de _pm&:eeded to reason thus wuh bimself :
i“* art of policy is the art of multiplication; the
f greatness being constituted by those

More and Less. Mankind are

¢ considered under two gra ind

use their own hand d
The
er are the base and rabble ;- the | gxg@r the
nteel part of the ereaaoa. 'lhe me.rcant:lc

“ term employmv lzam;ls, ‘ _;ustly p;gfe; each
““other, as they employ more or fewer j for thus
#one merchant says he is greater than another,
“ because he employs more handsy And now
indced the merchant shonld seem to cknﬂenge
character of greatness, did we not neces-
e to4 second\dwlgmn, iz Qf t.hose x

nd of-'@lmosc W:lm-tem"
‘ r for their own use, withouat
rd to the beneﬁi of “society. Of the
ort are the yeoman, the manufacturer,
chant, and perhaps the gentieman. The.
: bemg to manure. nd cultivate his
and to employ hands to pmduez the
e earth. e second being to im-
n by emplo; hands likewise, and
‘om them those useful commodmes,
ell for the conveniences as ne-
f life. The third is to employ hands
‘exportation of the redundance of our own
modities, and to,&xchanoc them-with the re-
5 indances of foreign nations, that thus every soil
“and every climate may enjoy the fruitsef the whole

o

£ !

L
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“earth. The gentleman is, by employing hands
“likewise, to embellish his country with the im-
¢ provement of arts and sciences, with the making
‘“and execating good and wholesome laws for the
¢ preservation of property, and the distribution of |
“ justice, and in several other manners J;o ¢
““ ful to society. Now we come to the s
““ part of this division, viz. Of those who
“ hands for their own use only : and this'
““ noble and great part, who are general
‘¢ tinguished 1into Conquerors, absolute Princes,
< Statesmen; and Prigs*. Now all these dxﬂér__
“ from each other in greatness only, they employ
““more or fewer hands. And Alexander the
¢ Great was only greater than a captain of one of
““ the Tartarian or Arabian hordes, as he was at
“ the head of a Jarger number. In what then is
““a single Prig inferior to any other Great 1@

““ but because he employs his own hands o
“ for he is not on that account to be levell@d
““the base and vulgar, because he
¢ hands for his own use only. Now posqa-
““ Prig had as many tools as any prime. . inister
““ ever had, would he not be as great as any prime
“ minister whatsoever ? Undoubtedly he would. .
“ What then have I'to do in the pursuit of great- |
““ ness, but to procure a gang, and to make the
%< use of this gang center in myself. Th;ﬁgaﬂg
shall rob for me only, receiving very modera
< rewards for their actions; out of this gang I
¢ will prefer to my favour the boldest and most
¢ iniquitous (as the vulgar express it); the rest I
¢ will, from time to time, as I see occasion, trans-
¢ port and hang at my pleasuare ; and thus (which
« I take o be the highest excellence of a Prig) |

-

<

L

"

* Thieves,
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¢ convert those Jaws which are made for the be-

u ¢ nefirand protection of society, to my single use.”
~ Having thus preconceived his scheme, he saw

; hg;hipg wanting fo put it in immediate f,xecutioi),
| but that which is indeed the beginning as well as
| “the end of all hnman devices : I mean money,—
which commodity he was possessed of no more
sigty-five guiness, being all that remained
e double benefits he had made of Bagshot,
Hich did not seem sufficient (o 'furniﬁ'«?his
and every other convenience necessary for

‘so grand an undertaking. He resolved therefere

k ga go immediately to the gaming-house, which
| "was then sitting, not so much with an intention of
trusting to fortune, as to play the surer eard of at=
tacking the winner in his way home. 'On bis ar-
rival, however, he thought he might as well try
his success at the dice, and reserve the other re-
ource as his last expedient. He accordiﬁg]y sat
down to play; and, as fortune, no more than

-

ours with strict regard to great mental endow-

~ ments, so our herolost every farthing in his pocket.
. This loss however he bore with great constancy of
‘mind, and with as great composure of aspect. To
say truth, he considered the money as only lent
E"‘{@lt*ér short time, or rather indeed as deposited with
!. “abanker.  He then resolved to have immediate

.

“eyes round the room, hesoon perceived a gentle-
‘man sitting in a disconsolate posture, who seemed
a proper instrument or tool for bis purpose. In
short (to be as concise as possible in these least
shining parts of our history), Wild accosted this
man, sounded him, found him fit to execute, pro-
| posed the matter, received a ready assent, and
| baving fixed on the person who seemed that

ecoutse to his surer stratagem ; and casting his:
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s-of her sex, is observed to distribute her
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eighteen-pence, was now retiring to rest, in no
very happy mood; when by accident he met wit
young tellow who had formerly been his com
nion, and indeed intimate friend at school,
liath been thought that trxendalnp 13 usually
by similitude of manners; but the co
been the case between these lads: for
Wild was rapacious and oirepid, the otf
always more regard for bis skin than his m
Wild therefore had very geénerously compassio
this defect in his school- fellow, and had broug
Lim off from many scrapes, into most of \vlnch e
had first drawn him, by taking the fault and
whipping to himself, He had always indeed been
well paid on such occasions ; but there are a sorg
of people, who, together with the best of the bar-
gain, will besure to have the cbligation too on
their side ; so it had happened here : for this poor
- lad bad consldercd himself in the highes @b’g
obliged to Mr. Wild, and had contract
great esteem “and friendship for Lim ; 1
which, an absence of many years ha
least effaced in his mind. He no soo
Wild therefore, than he accosted hi
friendly manuer, and invited him hom
to breakfast (it being now near nine. in th
+ ing), which invitation our hero with no iy
THiculty consented to.. . Lhis young m;m, wh
about Wild's age, had some time before set P
the trade of a _]eweller, in the materials or stock
for which, he had laid out the greatest partof a
little fortune, and had married a very agreeable
woman for love, by whony he had two children.
As our reader is to be more acquainted with Eh’&
person, it may not be improper to open somewhal
of his character, especially as it will serve as a
kwd of fol to the noble and great disposition of




proper object 'im Witk the talents of the
were to be ﬁisplayed Wéth a proper and leSf

b“mas' Heaﬂft‘ee ﬂien (for thqt was hls

tust m‘forth that tbcxe
eit and hyp“ocnsy -the
and wlho, c‘bﬂée&jueht}y dre fot at five and
so difficult to be imposed “upoft as the
and miost subflé. He was possessed of
565 mind bung gond-

9

eral ‘great weakness
ured, frxu)dly and i
\ He bad indeed too lit d to comimon _]Us-
tice, for be had forgiven solﬁc debts to his acquaiu-
 tance, only because the}t could not pay hi.fm, and
had “entrusted a banktupt on his ;et“tfﬁg ) 2 se-

' e, ﬁ‘orﬁ liéii‘iﬂg» been coh@'iiiceél f hé

y a fel g
ge of the i r&huce of h ﬁhstéméfs,
d himself with véry moderaté gains
which he was thé bet et eénabled to’
anding his generosity, because hi§
g gxtfemcly temperate, his _expences bein

cly confined to the cheerful entértainment of his
at Bome, and now and then a modéi':ﬁ‘é
, in which he indulged himself in the
mpany of his wife, who, Wwith an agreeable per-
i, was a medn-spitited, poor, domestic, low-bred
, who confined berself mostly to the care of
E’ ily, placéd her happiness in her husband
ﬂ her children ; followed no expensive fashions
- Or diversions; aﬂd indeed rarely went abroad, un«
VOL, XII, G

a
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less to return the visits of a few plain neighbours,
and twice a year afforded herself, in company
with her husband, the diversion of a play, where
- she never sat in a higher place than the pit.
To this silly woman did this silly fellow intro-
duce the GrReEaT WiLp, informing her at tl gﬁ@mc
time of their school-acquaintance, and
obligations he had received from him. i
ple woman no sooner heard her husband Badd;@g
obliged to her guest, then her eyes sparkl
him with a benevolence, which is an eman:
from the heart, and of which great and nobl
minds, whose hearts never swell but with an injury, -
can have no very adequate idea ; it is therefore no
wonder that our hero should miscanstrue, as he
did, the poor, innocent, and simple affection of
Mis. Heartfree towards her husband’s friend, for
that great and generous passion, which fires the
eyes of a modern heroine, when the colonel is se
kind as to indulge his city-creditor with pa
of his table to-day, and of his bed t@‘r i
Wild therefore mstdntly returned the %m‘n neit, ‘Z-'
as he understood it, with his eyes, anc
after bestowed many encomiums on‘%gr ] %
with which perhaps she, who was ‘
though a good one, and mwapprehendﬁd he de=.
qxgn, was not displeased any more than'tfi hus-

hen breakfast was ended, and the: m‘fe retxréﬁ
“to' her household affairs, Wild who had a quick
discernment into the weaknesses of men, and who,
besides the knowledge of his good (or foolish) dis-
position when a boy, had now diseovered several
‘sparks of goodness, friendship, and generosity 1
his friend, began to discourse over the accide o?ag
which had happened in their childhood, and t
frequent occasions of reminding him of those fa~
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vours which we have before mentioned his havmg

- conferred on him ; he then proceeded to the most
vehement professxons of frleudshxp, and to the
most ardent expressions of joy in this renewal of
their acquaintance. He at last told him with great
| seeming pleasure, that be believed he bad an op-
‘portunity of serving him by the recommendation
gentleman to his custom, who was then on

i ﬁ!éﬁnnk of marriage, and, if he be not already
éf%ﬁ « 1 will,” says he, ¢ endeavour to pre-
E 1 on him to furnish his lady with Jewels at

your shop.”

.

. Heartfree was not backward in thanks to our

hero, and, after many earnest solicitations to din-
ner, which were refused, they parted for the first
time.
But here, as it occurs to our memory, that our
readers may be surprised (an accident whicli some-
es happens in histories of this kind) how Mr.
~the elder, in his present capacity, should
ﬁﬁ*’e been able to maintain his son at a reputable
sch oﬁas this appears to have been, it may be ne-
cessary to inform him, that Mr. Wild himself was
,»tﬁm a‘yurﬂifesman in good business ; but, by mis-
. fortunes in the world, to wit, extravagance and
gammg, he bad reduced himself to that honour-

~able occupation which we have formerly moE
: mohed ;

il

" Having cleared up this doubt, we will now pu o

.
sue our hero, who forthwith repaired to the Count,
and having first settled preliminary articles con-
cerning dxsmbutlons, he acquainted him with the

| scheme which he had formed against Heaxtﬁee,
| and after consulting proper methods to put it in

} ’%xecutxon) they began to concert measures for the
cnlargement of the Count; on which the first,

and indeed only point to be considered, was to
G 2
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raise money, not to pay his debts, for that w;mld
have required an unmcus@ sum, and was cont

to his inclination or mtenuon u; to procare h}n;;
‘bail; for as to his eseape, r. Snap had taken

such plecaunons that 1t appggrcd abgp_lu{;ij toappge |
snble |

Great e.mmples of GRE&TJ\}%SS in Wld, slww )
well Ly his behaviour to Bagshot, as in a
scheme laid, first, to impose on Heartfree Ty
'mﬁmsqfthe Count, and. t en io c/wat the Count
of the booty.

Wl&ﬁ.@m}ertoak, theraferc, to extract soqn
ney from Bagshot, who, notwithstanding
El'.edmmns made on him, had carried
considerable booty from their eng
the px&cce,dl day. He fvtrv.}:pdbakgh
ectation afg his bail, and, mtb a.
ﬁuS of concern, which he could at a
wonderful art, puat on, told lmn, th
cpyered, that the Coupt knew him, and
to prosecute him for the robbery, had no
aid be) myamtmost interest, and wit 2 |
culty prevailed on him in case you refnd D08
ney—* Refund the money !” cry'd Babghg;_,‘ [;l;ﬂl; ;
““is in your power: for you know wh@&gﬂ 10
‘¢ siderable part of it fell to my s.hgre. o
replied Wild, “is this your gratitude t‘g.ﬁi@ v
< sanng your life? For your own conscience mu
¢ convince you of your guilt, and with how mu
¢ certainty the gcmlemau can gwe evidence avam@; '
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rou.” ¢ Marry come up,” quoth Bagshot, L
< believe my life alone will not be in danger. T
“know those who are as guilty as myself. Do
““ you tell me of conscicnce " ““ Yes, sirrah!”
Jour hero, taking him by the collar, “and
u dare threaten me I will shew you the
e between commxttmg a robbery, and
iving at it, which is all I can charge myself
by I own indeed I suspected when you
“shewed me a sum of money, that you had not
:omc honestly by it.” ¢ How,” says Bagshot,

htened out of one halt of his wits, and amazed .

out of the other, * can you deny?”—¢ Yes, you
*Crascal,” answereded “Jdo deny every thing,

““and do you find a witness to prove it; and to
“shew you how little apprehensions I have of
peg our power to hurt me, I will have you appre-

“

ed this moment.”—At which words he
"ﬁq&break from him; but Bagshot laid hold |
I ts, and, with an altered tone and manner,

d him not to be so impatient. ¢ Refund
‘eh Qﬁab " cries Wild, « and perhaps I may
—¢ What must I refund?”
‘Bagshot. “ Every farthing in your
" replied Wild ; ¢ then I may have
compassion on you, and not only save i
¢ at, out of an excess of generosity, may

“*‘retl‘lm"ffeff something.” At which words Ba
~ shot seeming to hesitate, Wild pretended to make
to the door, and rapt out an oath of vengeance
with so violent an emphasis, that his friend no
10nger presumed to balance, but suffered Wild to
arch his pockets, and draw forth all he found, to
€ amount of twenty-one guineas and a half,
hich last piece our generous hero returned him
agam, telling him, he might now sleep secure,

: @ 3

L

=,
o



_with ,tbc utmost ease
those transccudcm: qu

voice, and a steady coul tenance.
Wild now returned to the Count, an
hxm that be had _got ten gmweas of Bagsho!
with great and anmmcndab}p prudeme, lh
the other eleven into his own pocket ; and
him,, with that money he would ‘procure him
which hie after prmzulcd@n .l;xs father, and anof gﬁ
gentleman of the same occupation, to beeome, for
two euineas each ; so that he made lawful prize
of six more, making Bagshot debtor for the whple
ten; for such were his great abilities, and. ti
the q@@apass of his understaud.mg, that he.
‘made any bargain without over-reaching
the vulgar phrase, cheating) the perso
‘bhe dealt.
The Count being, by thesc mea
© the first thing they did, in order to p
from tradesmen, was the taking a han
ready furnished-in one of the
which, as soon as the Count was's
,’ﬁded to fm:msh hlm wuil servant:
all the insignia of a large esta
pose on poor Heartfree: These bei :
Wild made a second visit to his fncnd wi
much joy in his couutenamce, acquain hggn !
he had succeedcd in his endeavours,
geutleman had promised to deal with
Jewels which he intended to present his bride,
. which were designed to be very splendid and.
costly ; he therefore appauatcd him to go to the -
Count the next mornmg, and carty with hml a




" the hour, and to the place. appo
m sensible that the reader, if he hath
notion of Greatness, must have such a con-
pt for the extreme folly of this fellow, that he
i ped at any misfortunes
W fal hi &1 the sequel ; for, to have
no suspicion that an old school-fellow, with whom
ad, in his tenderest years, contracted a friend-
iip, and who, on the accidental renewing of their
guaintance, had professed the ot passionate
him, should be very ready to impose o |
ort, to conceive that a friend shouls
rd, without any view to his own in=
our to.do him a service ; must argue
ess of mind, such ignorance of the
ch an artless, simple, gpdegig’pi_q.g :
; ¢ person possessed of it
, and the properest object of -
hable, in the eyes of 1an of

rere rather in his heart than in his head;
though he was so mean a fellow, that he was
ble of laying a design fo injure any
- ture, yet was he by no means a fool,
nor liable to any gross imposition, unless where his
betrayed him. He therefore instructed the
unt to take only one of his jewels at the first
w, and to reject the rest s not fine enough,
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and order him to provide some richer. He said,
this management would prevent Heartfree from
expecting ready-money for the jewel he brought
with him, which the Count, was presently to dis-
pose of, and by means of that money, and his
eat abilities at cards, and dice, to get
arge a sum as possible, which he was t
to Heartfree, at the delivery of the set of ;
who would be thus void of all manner of sus |
and would not fail to give him credit for th@?ﬁgg%

nd

sidue. ;
By this contrivance it will appear in the sequel,
that Wild did not only propose to make the impo-
sition. on Heartfree, who was (hitherto) void of
all suspicion, more certain; but to rob the Count
himself of this sum. This double method of cheat-
ing the very tools who are our instruments to cheat
others; is the superlative degree of greatness, and
is probably, as far as any spirit crusted over with
clay can carry it, falling very little short of Dia- |
bolism itself. .
This method was immediately put in
. and the Count, the first day, took enly
brilliant, worth about ' three hundred po :
ordered a necklace, eatrings, and solitaire, of
value of three thousand more, to be prepared
.ithat day sevennight. SR S
" This interval was employed by “ﬁf prose-
cuting his scheme of raising a gang, in which he
met with such success, that within a few days be
had levied several bold and resolute fellows, fit
for any enterprize, how dangerous or great soever.
We have before remarked, that the truest mark
of Greatness is insatiability. 'Wild had covenanted
with the Count to receive three-fourths of the -
booty, and had, at the same time, covenanted
with himself, to secure the other fourth part like-

st Ny
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wise, far which he bad formed a very great and
| noble design ; but he now saw with concern, that
| sum, which was to bc_~;f"t;géiycd in hand by Heart-
free, in danger of being absolutely lost. In order
. therefore to possess himgelf of that likewise, he
gontrived that the jewels should be brought in the
nd that Heartfree should be detained
ount could see him 5 so that the night
ertalie: him in bis return, when two of
were ordered to attack and plunder him.

9

e e

Containing scenes of softuess, love, and honowr,
all in the GREAT style. Ak

it had disposed of his jewel for its full
his he had, by desterity, raised to 2
pounds ; this sum therefore he paid
rtfree, promising him the rest within -
His house, his equipage, his appear-
1t, above all, a certain plausibility in bis
 Yoice and behaviour would have deceived any, bat
great and wise heart had dictated t@a{y
him something within, which would have secured
him from %u};'d_angcr of imposition from without,
,H@?i'tﬁkfhﬁ:' therefore did not in the least scruple
gving him credit; but as he had in reality pro-
cared those jewels of another, his own little stock
1ot being able to furnish any thing so valuable, he
b E%g:cd the Count would be so kind to give his
_ hote for the money, payable at the time he men-
l“ tioned ; which that gentleman did not in the least
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~scraple : so ne paid him the thousand pounds in
specie, and gave his note for two thousand eight
hundred pounds more to Heartfree, who burnt
with gratitude to Wild, for the noble customer he
had recommended to him. =

As soon as Heartfree was departed 0.

waited in another room, came in, a
the casket from the Count; it havin
between them, that this should be dep
hands, as he was the original contriver
scheme, and was to have the largest share. ild
having received the casket, offered to meet the
Count late that evening to come to a division; but
such was the latter’s confidence in the honour of
our hero, that, he said, if it was any inconvenience
to him, the next morning would do altogether as
well. This was more agreeable to Wild, and ac-
cordingly an appointment being made for that
purpose, he set out in haste to pursue Heartfree to
the place where the two gentlemen were ordered |
to meet and attack him.—Those gentlemen, wi

‘ noble resolution, executed their purpose ; they
tacked and spoiled the enemy of the whtﬂ
he had received from the Count.

As soon as the engagement was o

Heartfree left sprawling on the grou
who wisely declined trusting the booty i

. friend’s hands, though he had good experience
their honour, made off after the conquerors
length they being all at a place of safety, Wild, |
according fo a previous agreement, received ni
tenths of the booty ; the subordinate heroes.
indeed profess some little unwillingness (perh
more than was strictly consistent with honou
perform their contract; but Wild, partly by argu=_
ment, but more by oaths and threatcnings},\i?l'e"'
yailed with them to fulfil their promise,
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Our hero having thus, with wonderful address,
brought this great and glorious action to a happy
conclusion, resolved to relax his mind after his
fgmguc, in the conversation of the fair. He there=

entally met with a young lady of his
Miss Molly Straddle, who was
irin Bridges-street. Miss Molly seeing
stopped him, and with a familiarity pe~
genteel town education, tapp’d or rather
im on the back, and asked him to treat
th a pint of wine, at a neighbouring tavern.
he hero, though he loved the chaste Latitia with
excessive tenderness, was not of that low sniveling
breed of mortals, who, as it is generally expressed,

tie themselves to a woman's apron strings ; in a
word, who are tainted with that mean, base, low
vice or virtue as it is called, of comstancy ; there-
fore he immediately consented and attended her to

fore set forwards to his lovely Laetitia ; but in his

uave] 1 famous for excellent wine, known by thc:.

«f{m Rummer and Horse-shoe, where thcy
om by themselves. Wild was very
7 his addresses, but to no purpose ; the
' lady declared she would grant no favour
he had made her a present ; this was imme-
cly complig&wnth and thelover made as happy
coul

e, 1mm0derate fondness which Wild enter-

- Notwithstanding, therefore, all the endearments
- and caresses of that young lady, he soon made an

s to go down stairs, and thence immediately
forward to Leetitia, without taking any formal

oo

of Miss Straddle, or indeed of the drawer,

Some to an account for the reckoning.

s

 tained for his ‘dear Letitia, would not suffer him
 to waste any considerable time with Miss Straddle.”

i

P

With whom the lady was afterwards obliged to



“employed dlone tati
thread or worsted § only -
whereas Penéfépe

had knit or wove,

Wild xmmedtatelv *ﬁs for His be]ovs“d
nformed, that she was not at home. He th
ited where she was to be found, and de

he would not depart till he had seen
not till he had married her; for, inde

_ for her was trulg Boﬁourablb, in oth:

“had so ungovernable a desire for her

“he would go any Jength to satisfy

- pulled otit _the casket, Which ‘he sw

thé ﬁn&s 'W ﬁnd« thab he would

Mlss )ﬁ&h}f, Who haé not tlie our
. sistei@ in envying, a:hﬁ dﬂen

Mr‘ Wild to sit dbwn a few
-endedvoured to find lier sister
him. The lover thanked her,
stay till her-tetarn ; and Miss Do

~Wild to his meditations, fastene

- kitchen by barring the door (for miost:

“in thiis mansion were made to bé bolted
side), and then slapping too the door of the
with great violence, without going out a
stole softly up 'stairs, Wh‘éﬁe sts L:n

Ak s
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“engaged in close conference with Mr. Bagshot.
Miss Letty, being informed by her sister in a whis-
%_er of what Mr. Wild bad said, and what he had
‘produced, told Mr. Bagshot, that a young lady was
“below to visit her, whom she would dispatch with
imaginable haste, and return to him. She de=

therefore to stay with patience for her

slocked, though her papa would never for-
her if he should discover it. Bagshot promised
( s honour, not to step without his chamber ;
ind the two young ladies went softly down stairs 3
when pretending first to make their entry into the
house, they repaired to the kitchen, where not
even the presence of the chaste Leetitia could re-
store that harmony to the countenance of her
lover, which Miss Theodosia had left him pos-
sessed of ; for, during her absence, he had disco-
vered the absence of a purse containing bank notes.
for g0Ol. which had been taken from Mr. Heart-
free, and which, indeed, Miss Straddle had, in the

‘warmth of his amorous caresses, unperceived

~drawn from him, However, as he had that per-
fect mastery of his temper, or rather of his muscles,

time, and that she would leave the

| which is as necessary to the forming a great cha-

| racter, as to the personating it on the stage, he
{“8oon conveyed a smile into his countenance; and
oncealing as well his misfortune as his chagrin at
{1t began to pay honourable addresses to Miss
| ¥ .
i Letty—This young lady, among many other good
- ingredients, bad three very predominant passions ;
. to wit, vanity, wantonness, and avarice, To satisfy
i the first of these, she employed Mr. Smirk and
| eompany ; to the second, Mr. Bagshot and com-
pany ; and our hero had the honour and happiness
of solely engrossing the third. - Now, these three
sorts of lovers she had very different ways of enter-
VORIl ¥

§
|
P
|
|

i
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taining. With the first, she was all gay and ts2
quette ; with the second, all fond and rampant ;
and with the last, all cold and reserved. She
therefore told Mr. Wild, with a most comiposed
aspect, that she was glad be had repented of his
manner of treating her at their last ‘intcrview, d
where his behaviour was so monstrou
had resolved never to see him any mo!
<was afraid herown sex would hardly p _ I
the weakness she was guilty of in receding’
that resolution, which she was persuaded she ne;
should have brought herself to, had not her sister,
who was there to confirm what she said (as she
did with many oaths), betrayed her into his com-
]}za- 7, by pretending it was anotlicr person to Visit

er; but however, as he now thought proper to
give her more convincing proofs of his affections

’ (for be had now the casket in his hand), ‘and sincé

she ‘perceived his designs were no longer
her virtue, but were such as a woman of
might Jisten to,” she must own—and then
feign'd an hesitation, when Theodosia began.
< Nay, sister, I am resolved you_sl]alljcelihtéhf%igf--
« no longer. I assure you, Mr. Wild, she hath
<< the most violent passion for you i1 -_‘ﬁiej’#;orld 3
« and indeed, dear Tishy, if you offer to go back;
< since T plainly see Mr. Wild's designs are ho-
+ ““nourable, T will betray all you have ever said.”—
< How, sister (answered Letitia), I protest yon
<< will drive me out of the room : 1 did not expect
« this usage from you."—Wild then fell on his
knees, and taking hold of her hand repeated @
speech, which as: the reader may easily suggest it
to himself, I shall’ not here set down.—He then |
offered her the casket, but she gently rejected it
and on a second offer, with a modest countenance
and voice, desired to know what it contained.

sinst
¢

e
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Wild then opened it, and took forth (with sorrow

J write it, and with sorrow will it be read) one of

“those beautiful necklaces, with which, at the fair of
_Bartholomew, they deck the well-bewhitened
Thalestris queen of Amazons, Anna Bullen,
llizabeth, or some other high princess in
It was indecd composed of that
hich Derdzeus Magnus, an ingenious toy-
loth at a very moderate price dispense of to-
“second-rate beaus of the metropolis. For to
open a truth, which we ask our reader’s pardon
for having concealed from him so long, the saga-
cious Count, wisely fearing lest some accident
might prevent Mr. Wild’s return at the appointed
time, had carefully conveyed the jewels sghich
Mr. Heartfree had brought with him, into his own
pocket; and in their stead had placed in the casket
these artificial stones, which, though of equal value
to a philosopher, and perhaps of a much greater to

u‘eeh/

| a trae admirer of the compositions of art, had not

however the same charms in the eyes of Miss
Letty; who had indeed some knowledge of jewels:
for Mr. Snap, with great reason, considering how
“valuable a part of a lady’s education it would be
‘to be well instructed in these things, in an age
“when young ladies learn little more than how to
dress themselves, had in her youth placed Miss
Letty as the handmaid (or housemaid as the vulgar.
call it) of an eminent pawnbroker. The lightning,
therefore which should have flashed from the
jewels, flashed from ber eyes, and thunder imme=
diately followed from her voice. She be-knaved,
be-rascalled, be-rogued the unhappy hero, who
stood silent, confounded with astonishment, but
more with shame and indignation, at being thus

. out-witted and over-reached. At length, he re-

covered his spirits, and throwing down the casket
HZ ;
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in a rage, he snatched the key from the table; 5
‘and without making any answer to the ladies, who
both very plentifully opened upon him, and with-
out taking any leave of them, he flew out at the
door, and repaired with the utmost expedmon te
the Count’s habitation, |

CHAP. 1V.

In which Wild, after many fruitless endeavours
to discover his friend, moralizes on his misfor-
dume in a speech, which may be of use (if rightly
m};‘dievstood) to same other consideralle speech-
makers, '

Nor the highest-fed footman of the Inghest—bred
woman of quality knocks with more impetuosity,
than Wild did at the Count's door, whi 7as
Ammediately opened by a well-dressed liver 1,
who answered that his master was not at home
‘Wild, not satisfied with this, searched t
but to no purpose ; he then ransacked
Tming-houses in town, but found no C
that gentleman had taken leave of
same instant Mr. Wild had turned
equipping himself with boots and 0
without taking with him either servant, clothes,
or any necessaries for the journey of a great man,
made such mighty expedition that he was now
upwards of twenty miles on his way to Dover.
Wild, finding his search ineffectual, resolved
to give it over for that night ; he then retired to
his seat of contcmp!ahon, a nlvht cellar, wubelc* ]
without a single farthing in his pockct he | «,d i
for a sneaker of punch, and placing himselfon a ©



=

MR. JONATHAN WILD, . 77
~ bench by himself, he softly vented the following
soliloquy « a2 4

~ “ How vain is human crEATNESs ! What avail
. “superior abilities, and a noble defiance of those
narrow rules and bounds which confine the vul-
¢ gar; ‘when our best concerted schemes are
 be defeated! How unhappy is the state
ccism ! How impossible for human pru-
to forsee and guard against every circum-
jon ! It is even as a game of chess, where,
“while the rook, or knight, or bishop, is busied
' “in forecasting some great enterprize, a worthless
“pawn interposes, and disconcerts his scheme.
“ Better had it been for me to have observed the
“ simple laws of friendship and morality, tha thus
““to ruin my friend for the benefit of others. I
““ might have commanded his purse to any degree
“of moderation ; I have now disabled him from
fEd wer of serving me.  Well ! but that was
ot my design. If I cannot arraign my own
€ conduct, why should I, like a woman or a child,
it down and lament the disappointment of
%‘Féhﬂnﬂc’kut can I acquit myself of all neglect 2
“Did I not misbehave in putting it into the power
5 outwit me> But that is impossible
d. In this a Prigis more unhappy
¥ er: a cautions man may, ina crowd,
““preserve his own pockets by keeping his hands
“in them ; but while the Prig employs his hands
* ““In another’s pocket, how shall he be able to de=
“fend his own! Indeed, in this light what can be
| “ imagined more miserable than a Prig? How
““dangerous are his acquisitions! how unsafe, how
““unquiet his possessions! why then should any
'% ish to bea Prig, or where is his great-
iess? I answer, in his mind: 'tis the inward

H3
N
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“ and wonderful actions, which can alone support

“ the truly GREAT MAN whether he be a Con-

““ @UEROR, a TYRANT, a STATESMAN, or a PriG.
¢ —These must bear him up against the private

“ curse and public imprecation, and whxle he is

“ hated and detested by all mankind, must

¢ him mwardly satisfied w1th hlmself o

5 luxurv could desu‘e, to forsake their hom,.
¢ abandon ease and repose, and at the expence of
¢ riches and pleasures, at the price of labour and
"dship, and at the bazard of all that fortune
liberally given them, could send them at

« the head of a multitude of Prigs called an army,
¢ to molest their neighbours : to introduce ra‘pe.
¢ rapine, bloodshed, and every kind of misery
<< among their own species > What but sot ch
s trlouous appetite of mind could inflame
«« endowed with the greatest honours, and |
¢ with the most plentiful revenues, to dgs_
¢ ciously to rob those subjects of their
<¢ who are content to sweat for the lu:xury, and.
“ bow down their knees to the _pride of those ven
<< princes ? What but this can mspxre thcrﬁ to dfg;
“ stroy one half of their subjects, in‘order to re- |
¢ duce the rest to an absolute dependance on their
€ own wills, and on those of their brutal succes-
“““sors? What other motive could seduce a sub-
« ject, possessed of great property in his commu-
“« nity, to betray the interest of his fellow-subjects,.
¢ of his brethren, and his posterity, to the wantom
¢ disposition of such princes? Lastly, what " ]
¢ inducement could persuade the Prig to forsake
“ the methods of - acquiring a safe, an honest, and
¢ a plentifal livelihood, and, at the hazard of even

€
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< Jife itself, and what is mistakingly called disho~
¢ nour, to break openly and bravely through the
« Jaws of his country, for uncertain, unsteady, and
« unsafe gain? Let me then hold myself contented
« with this reflection, that I have been wise,
¢ though unsuccessful, and am a GreAT, though
¢ an unhappy Man.” . . ,
iquy and his punch concluded together;
at every pause comforted himself with
p. And now it came first into lis head, that
it would be more difficult to pay for it, than it was
to swallow it, when, to his great pleasure, he be-
held, at another corper of the room, oneof the
gentlemen whom he had employed in the%.d(

L1

on Heartfree, and who, he doubted not; would
“readily lend him a guinea or two ; but be had the
_mortification, on applying to him, to hear that the
‘gaming-table had stripped him of all the: booty
is own generosity had left in his possession,
‘therefore obliged to pursue his usnal me-
on such oceasions : so, cocking his hat fiercely,
arched out of the room without making any
se, or any one daring to make the Jeast de-
: s ,

2l

CHAR.V.

. Containing many surprizing adventures, which
our Hero, with GREAT GREATNESS, achieved.

I "W e will now leave our hers to take a short re-
~ pose,iand return to Mr. Snap’s, where, at Wild's
| departure, the fair Theodosia had again betaken
I herself t6 her stocking, and Miss Lesty had retired



- object, and survey our hero, who, after a sie

_his friend, endeavoured to lessen it as much as |
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up stairs to Mr. Bagshot ; but that gentleman had
broken his parole, and, having conveyed himself
below stairs behind a door, he took the opportu-
nity of Wild's sally to make his escape.  We shall
only observe, that Miss Letty's surprize was the
greater, as she bad, notwuhatandmg h
to the contrary, taken the precaution f
key ; but, in her hurry, she did it inefte
How wretched must have been the situa
this young creature, who had not ounly lost a

on whom her tender heart perfectly doated, bul :
was exposed (o the rage of an injured father, ten=
derly jealous of his honour, which was deeply en=
gaged to the sheriff of London and Middlesex for
e custody of the said Bagshot, and for which

two very good responsible friends had nfwen not

only their words buat their bonds. i
But let us remove our eyes from this melan@holy...

less search for Miss Straddle, with wonderfi
greatness of mind, and steadiness of counten
went early in the morning to visit his fr
free, ata time when thc common Berd:
would have forsaken and avoided him.
tered the room with a cheerful air, which he- pr
sently changed into surprize on seeing h;s.vfrleﬁﬁ
n a mvhttrowv with his wounded head boun:
about with hncrr, and looking extremely pale from
a great effusion of blood. When Wild was in-
formed by Heartfree what had happened, be first
expressed great sorrow, and afterwards suffered as
violent acfomes of rage against the robbers to burst
from lnm Heartfree, in compassion to the deep
impressions his misfortunes seemed to make on

poasﬂ) e, at the same time esaggerating the obh-—
gation. he owed -to Wild, in. which his “wite likes "
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wise seconded him; and they breakfasted with
more comfort than was reasonably to be expected
after such an accident. . Heartfree expressing great
satisfaction that he bad put the Count's note in
. another pocket-book, adding, that such a loss
‘would have been fatal to him; ¢ for to. confess
3 th to you, my dear friend,” said he, « I
bad some losses lately which have greatly
plexed my affairs ; and though I have many
““debts due to me from people of great fashion,
1% 1 assure you I know not where to be certain of
¢ getting a shilling.” Wild greatly felicitated him
on the lucky accident of preserving his note, and
then proceeded with much acrimony, to inveigh
against the barbarity of people of fashion, who
kept tradesmen out of their money. ? :
‘While they amused themselves with discourses
of this kind, Wild, meditating within himself whe-
ther he should borrow or steal from his friend,
or indeed whether he could not effect both, the
. apprentice brought a bank-note of 500l. in to
" Heartfree, which, he said, a gentlewoman in the
~ shop, who had been looking at some jewels, de-
' sired him. to exchange.—Heartfree looking at the
number, immediately recollected it to be one of
~those he had been robbed of.  With this discovery
- he acquainted Wild, who, with the notable pre-
" sence of mind, and unchanged complexion, so
essential to a great character, advised him to pro-
ceed cautiously ; and offered (as Mr, Heartfree
himself was, he said, too much flustered to exa-
', mine the woman with sufficient art) to take her
_ into a room in his house alone. He would, he °
| said, personate the master of the shop, would pré-

%’“ttaend to shew her some jewels, and would under-
“take to get sufficient information out of her ta
L"'SGCQIC the rogues, and most probably, all theip

-
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booty. This proposal was leadllv and thankfally
accepted by Heartfree. Wild went imme.iately
np stairs into the room appomted whither .the
apprentice, accoxdmg to appointment, conduéﬁe@l
the lady. et
The apprentice was ordered down stali'é the
moment the lady entered the room ; g}d'
baving shut the door, approached her g
fenocny in his looks, and began to _expatiate. é‘ia
the complicated baseness of the crime she had
been guilty of : but though he uttered many good:
lessons of morality, as we doubt whether from a
pqmcnlal reason they may work any very good
t on our reader, we shall omit his speech,
and only mention his conclusion, which was by
asking her, what mercy she could now expect
from hlm > Miss Straddle, for that was the. young
lady, who had bad a good education, and bad been
movre than once present at the Old Bailey, very
conﬂdcmly demed the whole clnrge, and aid,

xmmedlate]y committed, and she mmht €]
being convicted ; ¢ but,” added he, changi
tonc ““as 1 ha\e a noltnt affection for thee,
¢ dear Straddle, if you will follow my advitz,a,
““ mise you on my honom, to 1orgwe y(m,
“ shall you be ever called in question on' this ac:
< count.” ‘“ Why, what would you have me to
< do, Mr.Wild ?” replied the young lady, with
a pleasanter aspect.— You must know then,”
said Wild, ¢ tle money you picked out of my
< pocket (nay, by G you did, and if you oﬁ'ef
¢ to flinch, you shall be convicted of it) I wob
“ play of a fellow, who, it seems robbed
“ friend of it; you must, therefore, give an il
« formation on oath against one Thomas Fi ferce,

5 bR
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«and say, that you received the note from him,
“Cand leave the rest to me. I am certain, Mo]]y

ho return good for evil to you in this manngr.”

The lady readﬂy consented ; and advanced 1o ¢m-
Bnge Mr. Wild, who stepped a little back and
e « Hold, Molly ; There are two other notes.
of 12661 each, to be accounted for, where are
they ?" The Tad ‘-'pmtestcd with the most so-
an asseverations that she knew no more; with
aghu.h when Wild was not satisfied, she cned
[ will stand seﬂrch R ,‘“That you shall,” an-
red Wild, ““and stand strip t0o.” ‘He then
proceeded to tumble and search her, but '%e

purpose, till at last she' burst into tears, a

clared she would tell the truth (as indeed she

she ‘then confessed that she had dhp()bcd of the

&ie to Jack Swageer, a great favourite of the
' being an Trish gentleman, who had been
k to an attorney, afterwar ds whlpped out

S count Wild, who mdeed an\v it to
""%fbbablc one, was forced to be con-
Wab'mdonmv all fur ther thmﬁghts

lady some furlher instructions, and then, desumv
her to stay a few minutes bebind him, be retar ned
te his friend, and acqu'nnted him that be had”
discovered the whole roguery that the woman
‘ilad confessed from whom she had received. the
ote and promised to give an information before’
tice of peace ;. addmg, be was concerned he
Id not attend him thither, being obliged to go'
T ) the other end of the town to receive tlm‘ty

ésyon must be sensible of your obhbatmns‘to me, :



~which, he observed, did not come

" Fierce that he must certainly be mistaken

" for his confinement till the sessions wi
- only punishment.
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pmmzds, which he was to pay that evening. Heart«
free said, that'should not prevent him ot his com-
pany, for he could. easily lend bim such a mﬂe,
This was accordingly done and accepted, a

Wild, Heartfree, and the lady went to the Jga%g.«

&

together, :

The warrant bcmg granted and the cons able
being acquainted by the Jady, who received ber
information from Wild of Mr. Fmrees haunts, he

was easily apprehended, and being confrOnpedﬁ

_ hzlm Miss Straddle, who swore positively to him, |

ough she had never seen him before; he was -
committed to Newgate, where he u’nmedx
cenv!&)ed an information to Wild of what
bappencd, and in the evening received
from him.

Wild affected great concern for h ¢
mlsfon;une, and as great surprize at the mean 3
which it was brought about. Howe he

point, of his having had no acquain
Miss Straddle : but added, that he woua
out, and endeavour to take off he

to endanger him ; besides, he would
witnesses of an alidi, and five or si
racter ; so that he need be under no

Fierce, who was greatly comforted by thes
assurances of his friend, returned him many

. thanks, and both shaking each other very taﬁ

nestly by the hand, with a very hearty embra
they separated.

- The hero considered with himself that the smgl
\1dence of Miss Straddle would nct be su c 'g
to convict Fierce, whom he resolyed to hang, 85'(‘{
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be was the person who had principally refused to-
deliver him the stipulated share of the booty ; he
herefore went in quest of Mr. James Sly, the gen-
nan who had assisted in the exploit, and found,
acquainted him with the apprchending of
- Wild then intimating his fear, lest Fierce
impeach Sly, advised him to be beforehand,
: render himself to a justice of peace, and
offer himself as an evidence. Sly approved Mr.
[ gfﬂd s opinion, went directly-to a magistrate, and
gwns by bim committed to the Gate-house, with -
a promise of bemg admltted ev1dence against hxs
compamon :
Fierce was, o a few days, brouotht fo his trial
it the Old Bailey, where, to his great confus
i friend Sly appeared ‘against him, as id
" Miss Straddle.  His only hopes were now in the
ances which our hero had promised him.
hese ﬂmppxly failed him: so that the evidence"
against him, and he making no de-
ury convicted him, the court condemned
[r. Ketch executed him.
infinite address did this truly Great:
o play with the passions of men, to
riance with each other, and to work
sses out of those jealousies and ap-
5, which he was wonderfully ready at
eans of those great arts which the
L treachery, - dissembling, promising, -
, falsehood, &c. but which are by great men
8 mmed up in the collective name of policy, or
olitics, or rather pollitrics ; an art of ‘which; as
%5 the highest excellence of human nature, per-
S our great man was the most eminent mastcr.

e X1, o g
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CHAP v1 ok b

Of Hats.

‘Vun had now got to«ether a veﬁy considembb
gang,'gpmposed of undou& gamesters, Tuined.
bailiffs, broken tradesmen, idle -apprentices, at='
tornies elerks,  and loose and disarderly youth,-
who being born to no fortune, nor bred ‘to any
trade or pTOfﬁﬁbl'\D, were willing to live ]umrwubly)
without labour. As these persons wore: different
Pwaples, i.e. Hats, frequent dissent
among them. There were particularl
ties, viz. those who wore hats fiercely c
those who preferred the Nué or tren: ‘her bat,-
with' the brim flapping ever their cyes. The for="
mer were called Cavaliers and Tory. ! der.
Boys, &c. The latter went by the severa ﬁ}m i)
“of Wags, Roundheads, Shakelags, O{ ) :
scveml others Between these, )

therewas somelhma essential in their
and. that their interests were incompati
each ‘other, whereas, in truth, the differenc
only in the fashion of their hats. VVxld&hﬁraf )
having assembled them all at an aleh on
mvht dfter Fierce's execution, and perceiving |
dentmar}\s of their misunderstanding, from theu‘
behaviour to each other, addressed. them in the

following gentle, but forcible manner.* ¢ Gen

s There is somethmo very mysterious in this speechs- whlﬂf
prabably that chaptcr wiitten by Avistotle on this subject,
which is mentioned by a French author, might have given'
some light into; but that is unhappily among the lost vork‘
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" ¢ tlemen, I am ashamed to see men embarked
‘% inso great and glorious an undertaking, as that
< of robbing the public, so foolishly and weakly
“ dissenting among themsclves. Do’ you think
dq: ;t-hq- first inventors of Hats, or at least of the dis-
‘ tinctions ‘between. them, really conceived that
“ one form of Hats should -inspire a man with
““ divinity, another with law, avother with learning,
“or another with bravery ? No, they meant no
¢ more by these outward signs, than to impose

- “ on the vulgar, and instead of putting great men
“to the trouble of acquiring or maintaining the
*¢ substance, to make it sufficient that they con=
¢ descend to wear the type or shadow of it—You
“.do wisely, therefore, when in a crowd, to amuse
“the mob by quarrels on such accounts, that,

.« while they are listening to your jargon, you may
% with the greater ease and safety, pick their

of that philosopher. It is remarkable, that Galerus, which
is Latin for a Hat, signifies likewise a Dog-fish, as the Greck
word Kouéy doth the skin of that animal; of which I suppose
| the hats or helinets of the ancients were composed, as ours
| at present are of the beaver or rabbit. Sophocles, in the
~Jatter end of his Ajax, alludes to a method iof cheating in
| hats, and the scholiast on the plage tells us of one Crephontes,
i was a master of the art. Tt is observable likewise, that
chilles, in the first Tliad of Homer, tells Agamemnon; in
anger, that he had dog's eyes. Now, as the eyes of a dqg-
¢ handsomer than those of almost any other animal, this
d be no term of reproach, He must therefore mean that
had a hat on, which, perhaps, from the creature it was
mide of, or from some other reason, might have been a mark
(of infamy. This superstitious opinion may account for that
'?f"‘ﬂyuloun, which hath descended through all nations, of shewin_g
 Tespect by pulling off this covering; and that no man is
| esteemed “fit to converse with his superiors with it on. 1 shall
conclude this learned note with remarking, that the term
Old Hat, is at present used by the vulgar in no yery ho-
norable sense,

: L2
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_““ pockets :* but surely to be in earnest, and pri
“ vately to kcep up such a ridiculous contention
« among yourselves, must argue the highest folly
“ and absurdity,. When you know you &rﬁ“aﬂ
¢ Prigs, what difference can a broad or a n
< brim create ? Is a Prig less a Prig in one i
‘¢ than in another ? If the public should be weak
< enough to interest themselves in your quarrels,
¢ and; to prcfer one pack to the other, while both
£ehane mnb' at their purses ; it is your business
< to laugh at not imitate their folly." What can
“ be more ridiculous than for gentlemen to quarrel
¢ about Hats, when there is not one among: you
¢t whose Hat is worth a farthing. What i 15 the
< use of a Hat, farther than to keep
< waun, or to hide a bald crown from the
¢ It is the mark of a gentleman to move ‘
<« on every occasion ; and in courts and noble |
s« assembhes, no man ever wears one. Let me
< hear no more therefore of this childish di
¢ ment, bat all toss up your Hats toge
< one accord, and consider that Hat )
- which will contain the largest booty.”” Fe t
ended his speech, which was followed by am
muring applause, and immediately a]l Pre¢
- tossed “their Hats together as he had commax
thc'n.
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Fa¥ J 5
Shewing the consequence which attended Heart-
" frec's adventuves with Wild ; all natural, and

 common enough to little wretches who deal with
-~ Great Men; together with some precedents of

letters, Leing the different methods of an L
eDu 5 E : )

LI:T us now return to Heartfree, to whom the
Count’s note, which he had paid away, was re-
tarned, with an account that the drawer was not ' '
to be found, and that, on enquiring after bim,
they had heard be was run away, and consequently
the money was now demanded of the indorser. -
r 2 5. i . # b
The apprehension of such a loss would bave
atfected any man of business, but much more one ‘
whose unavoidable ruin it must prove. He ex-
pr | so much concern and confusion on this
, that the proprietor of the note was
tened, and resolved tolose notime in securing
at he could. So that, in the afternoon of the
me day, M. Snap was commissioned to pay
tfree a visit, which he did with his usual for-
y, and conveyed him to his own house.
Heartfree was no sooner informed of what

»E L

had happened to her husband, than she raved like
| one distracted ; but after she had vented the first
agonies of  her passion in' tears and lamentations,
~ she applied herself to all possible means to procure
{* her husband's liberty. She hastened to beg her
| meighbours to secure bail for him. - But as the
" news had arrived ‘at their bousesgbefore her, she
found none of them at home, except an honest
Quaker, whose servants durst ot tell alie. How=

19
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ever, she sucgeeded no better with him, for un-

‘luckily he had made an affirmation tlie day before, -

that he would never be bail for any man. After
many fruitless efforts of this kind, she repaire -
her husband to comfort him at least with
sence. She found bim sealing the last of several
letters, which he was  dispatching to his friends
and creditors. The moment he saw her, a sudden
joy sparkled in his eyes, which, however, had a
very shor duration ; for despair soon closed them:
again; nor could he help bursting into some pas-
sionate expressions of concern for her and his
little family ; which she, on her part, did ber at-
most to lessen, by endeavouring to mitigate the
loss, and-to raise in him hopes from the Count,
who might, she said, be possibly only gone
the country. She comforted him likewise,
the expectation of favour:from his aequaint
especially from those whom he had ina particalar
manner obliged and served.” Lastly, she conjured
him, by all the value and esteem he professed for
her, not to endanger his health, on whie €5
depended he: happiness, by too great'an in
gence of grief; assuring him that no state of il
could appear utihappy to her with him, unless ‘h
own sorrow or discontent made it so. £F
In this manner did this weak, poor-spirite |
man attempt to relieve her husband's pains, wi ich
it would bave rather become her to aggravate by
not only painting out his misery in the liveliest co-
locrs imaginable, but by upbraiding him with that. |
folly and confidence which had occasioned it, and
by lamenting her own'hard fate, in being obliged®

. to share his sufferings. :

Heartfree retgsned this goodness (as it's called) |
of his wife, with the warmest gratitade, and they
passed ‘an hour in a scene of tenderness, too low

5
23
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 LETTER V.

. sincerely sorry 1t is not at _present possible
to comply with your request, especially -
v 0 many obligations received on my side, of
\whlch T shall always entertain the most grateful
memory. I am very greatly concemeﬁ at your
misfortunes, and would have waited u ' you in
person, but am not at present very well, and, be-
sides, am obhgedﬁq go this evening to Vauxhall

Tam, Sir,

3 Your ‘most obliged humble Servant,
CHAS. EASY.

P S. I.hope good Mrs. Hcartfree and the dear,
Tittle ones are well.

There were more letters to much the same
purpose;; but we proposed giving our reader a
- taste only. Of all these, the last was infinitely
- the most gralmg to poor Heartfree, as it came
* from one to whom, when in distress, he had him-
self lent a considerable sum, and of whose present
flourishing circumstances he was well assured.

i : CHAP. VIIL.

In which our hero carries GREATNESS {0 an im~
moderate height.

"Lt us remove, therefore, as fast as we can, this
E*;  detestable picture of ingratitude, and present the
i ,



——

QR 1 AR g 3 =

'g . THE LIPE OR %

much more aorreeable portrait of that assurane
which the Erench ver roperly annex the e
of Good. Hcartftcclﬁgd scarce done rcadmg
letters, when our hero appeared before his
not with  that aspect .with which a pitifal
meets his patron, after having opposed
election, or which a doctor wears, when si
away from a door where be is informed of his pz.-
tient’s death ; not with that downcast countenance
which rays the man who, after a strong. con-
flict between virtue and vice, bath surrendered lns ]
mind to the latter, and is disce er;ed in hlS
treachery ; but with that noble, bold, great

dence with which'a prime minister assure
dependant, that the place he promised h}
disposed of before. And such concern
easiness as he expresses in his looks on- those occa-
sions, did Wild testify on the first meetmg of Mfns
friend. And as the said prime minister chides
you for neglect of your interest, in not haviog
asked in time, so did our hero attack Hear

his a'wmo‘ credit Lo the Count ; and

hi,ﬁ

wluch, hovse%r friendly its mtenuorf mlght be,.
was scarce to be outdone by an enemy. I Y these" ]
means Heartfree, svho might perhaps otlierwxsé '
have vented some little concern for that recom-
mendation which Wild bad given him to the
Count, was totally prevented from any such endea-
vour; and, like an invading prince, when attacked
in his own dominions, torced to recall his whole
strength to defend himself at home. This indeed
he did so well, by insisting on the figure and out-
ward appearance of the Count and bis eqmpade. .
that Wild at length grew a little more gentle, and
with a sigh said, ¢ Lconfe s I have the least l:ea ?

s,

: ‘1

&




MR. JONATHAN WILD. 95
f all mankind to censure another for an
iprudence of this nature, as I am myself the
nost easy to be imposed upon, and indeed have
so by this Count, who, if he be- insolvent,
cheated me of five hundred pounds. But,
ny own part,” said he, T will not yet-
ir, nor would I have you. Many men

Y‘\'f ave found it convenient to retire, or abscond
“for a while, and afterwards ha‘vcﬁ their
« debts, or at least handsomely compounded them.
“ This I am certain of, should a composition take
‘f%%acc, which is'the worst I think that can be -
i fﬂpr,éheﬂded, I shall be the only loser; for I
“ shall think myself obliged in honour to repair
“ your loss, even though you must confess it was
rincipally owing to” your own folly. Z—ds!
ad 1 imagined it necessary, I would bave cau-
oned you; but I thought the part of the town
_ “ where he lived sufficient caution not to trust
b Skl -And such a sum!——The devil must
: een in you certainly !” : '
‘This was a degree of impudence beyond poor
Heartfree's imagination. Though she had
nted the most violent execrationg on
€ was now thoroughly ,gisﬁed of his
fice, and begged him not toinsist any longer
. hat he perceived so deeply affected her hus-
! band. She said, trade could mot be carried on
 without credit, and surely he was sufficiently justi-
~ fied in giving it to such'a peron as the Count ap-
" peared to be. Besides, she said, reflections on
. what was past and irretrievable would be of little
{t serviee; that their present business was to consider
“how to prevent the evil consequences which
b threatened, and first to endeavour to procure her
“husband his liberty. < Why doth he not procure’
S bail 3 gaid Wild. e Alfs! Sir,” “said -shey’

&>

o
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~ therefore obliged to walk

el .«‘wu‘"

busband; but he would not per ‘
of his htt’le family, whom he%

favour was thankfully accepted, and
~and wife lnvx{é taken a tender leave of

Ve ‘Thave
e vai'n o

X mormug ‘
eartfrce received

She th ropcn,ed to sta ‘that e

trust Lo the care of servants n this tir
‘ftmon 7

. A hackney coach was s then sent fo
success; for these, like haebﬂ" friends
offer themselves in the 1
be found when you wan
M. Snap lived md‘part
men very little frequent.

Wild offered to attend her as a pro

the former was locked in, and the
out by the hands of Mr. Snap himself. =
~ As this visit of Mr. Wild's to Heart
seem one of those passages in histo
writers, Draw-cansir-like, introduce only, &
they dare; indeed as it may seem some
tradictory to the greatness of our hero,
{end to blemish his character with an im
of that kind of friendship,-which savours
of weakness ahd impradence; it may be :
to account. for this visit, especially to our m

s oo
sagacious readers, whose satisfaction we- s
always consult in tl)@most especial manne




; ) regul '1ty did

’ cbemc,s, and so trualy ¢
to al] the efforts of passion, whic
concert and dxs.xppomt the noblca

_ ers. : S ‘

CHAP. IX.

%EATNESS_ in Wild. A low scene l'et__ugeen
eartfree and her children, and g sc

7 hero worthy the highest admzratzé”n, an
nishment, - 2

irst Wild conduct"% hxs
to continue our mc@hon
YOL. X11. K.
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prietor, be had projected a design of couveymf
to one of thoseefatm wouses in Covent-
where female flesh is deliciously drest, an
up to the greedy appetites of young gentl
but Fearmg lest she should not come readil:
into his wishes, and that, by too eager and
pursuit, he slmd}d’ﬁ'astrat, his futare expec
and luclul * at the same time a noble hint su

m, by which he might almost inevitably
his pleasure, together with his proﬁt, he
contented himself with walu i Mrs. Heartfree

5

* and service to her husband, took his leave and 15!*0‘ !

—

_sive that an '\pprehenslon of Miss Tishy's

“seeing her that evening, he wrote her a

mised to visit her early in the morning, and t
duct her back to Mr. Snap’s. :
Wild now retired to a mght—ceﬂm',
found several of his acquaintance, with W «
spent the remaining pant of the night i (
nor did the least cqmpas§10i1fur Heartfree's mi
tunes disturb the pleasure of his eups. So
great was his soul, that it was absolutely co!

some discovery (as she was then in nogood
towards him), a little ruffied and disquiel
perfect selen@r he would otherwise: ha
Joyed. As he bad, therefore, no oppe

of ten thousand protestations of honourable
and (which he more depended on) containin
many promises, in order to bring the you
into good humour, without acquainting
Wi'th his suspicion, or giving her an

for it-was his constant maxim, never to put
any one’s head to do you a mischief, by acq
ing him that it is in his power. ;
"We must now return to Mrs. Hem"ﬁﬁ'ec walf ¢
past-a sleepless nightsin as great agonies and. m:of.,’
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" for the absence of her husband, asa fine well-bred
woman would feel at the return of her's from a long
yoyage or journey. In the morning the- children
eing brought to her, the eldest asked, where dear
vas ? At which fhe could not refrain from
into tears. The child perceiving it, said,
ery, Mama; I am sure Papa would not
stay abroad if he could help if. At these words
she caught the child in her arms, and throwing
herself into the chair, in an agony of passion,
cried out, No, my childs nor shall all the malice
of hell keep us long asunder.

" These are circumstances which we should not;,
for the amusement of six or seven readers only,
have inserted, had they not served to shew, that
there are weaknesses in vulgar life; to which great
minds are so entirely strangers, that they have not

- even an idea of them; and secondly, by exposing
the folly of this low creature, to set off and clevate

that greatness, of which we endeavour to draw a
* trae portrait in this history. ‘

. Wild entering the room found the mother with
one child in her arms, and the other at her knee.
After paying her his compliments, he desired her
‘dismiss the children and servant; ifor that he had
omething of the greatest moment to impart to her.
he immediately complied with his request, and, -

the door being shut, asked him with great eagerncss
_if he had succeeded in his intentions of procuring
bail. He answered, he bhad not endeavoured

% yet; for a scheme had entered into his head,
1 'by which she might certainly preserve her husband,
fﬁgrself,’and her family. In order to which he ad-
E ‘vised her instantly to remove with the most valu-
i able jewels she had to Holland, before any statute
‘ ~of bankraptcy issued to prevent ber ; that he would
| himself attend her thither, and place her in safety,

K2
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and then return to deliver her husband, who would |
be thus easily able to satisfy his creditors. Head- -
ded, that hé was that instant come from Snap's,
where he had communicated the scheme to vl
free, who had greaily approved of it, and
her to put itin execution without delay, cc
ing that a moment was not to be lost. + = 8 =
The mention of her busband’s approbation left
no doubt in this poor woman's breast; she only
desired a moment’s time to pay him a visit, in order
to take herleave. But Wild peremptorily refused ;'
he said by every moment's delay she risqued the
ruin of her family; that she would be absent only
« few days from bim, for that thée moment he had
lodged her safe in Holland, he would return, pro-
cure her husband his liberty, and bring him te her.
< T have been the unfortunate, the innocent cause
“¢ of all my dear Tom's calamity, Madam," said hes'
< and I will perish with him, or see him out of it.”™
Mrs. Heartfree overflowed with acknowledgments
of his goodness; but still begged for the shortest
interview with her husband. Wild declared, that
a minute's delay might be fatal; and added, though
with the voice of sorrow rather than of anger, that
if she had not resolution enough to execute the
commands he brought her from her husband; his:
ruin would lie at her door; and, for his.own part,
he must give upany farther-meddling in his affairs,
She then proposed to take her children with her; |
but Wild would not permit it, saying, they would:
only retard their flight, and that it would -be ,p!‘q-‘;-
perer for her husband to bring them. He at length®
absolutely prevailed on this poor woman, who im-
mediately packed up the most valuable effects she |
could find, and, after taking a tender leave of her
infants, earnestly recommended them to the care of
- @ very faithful servant, Then they called a hackney~

L6
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goach, which conveyed them to an inn, where they
“were furnished with a chariot and six, in which
they set forward for Harwich. =

WWild rode with an exulting heart; secure, as he
' thought himself, of the possession of that
3] woman, together with a rich cargo. In
short, he enjoyed in his mind all the happiness
* which unbridled lust and rapacious avarice could
promise him. As to the poor creatute, who was
to satisfy these passions, her whole soul was em-
ployed in reflecting on the condition of her husband
and children. A single word scarce escaped her
lips, though many a tear gushed from her brilliant
eyes, which, if I may use a coarse exppression,
“served only as delicious sauce to heighten the ap-
-petite of Wild.

IGHAP, X.
Sea-adventures very new and surprising.

vWHBN they arrived at Harwich, they found a
~ wessel, which had put in there, justready to depart
for Rotterdam. So they went immediately on
board, and sailed with a tair wind ; but they. had

| hardly proceeded out of sight of land, when a sud-
~.den and violent storm arose, and drove them to
the South-West; insomuch that the captain appre-

~ hended it impossible to avoid the Goodwin Sands,
f and he and all his crew gave themselves for lost.
- Mrs. Heartfree, who had no other apprehensions
from death, but those of leaving her dear husband
and children, fell on her knees to beseech the Al=
mighty’s favour, when Wild, with a contempt of

K3
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danger truly grﬁﬁ}* took a resolutk)n ‘as worthy'te ©
be admired iﬁpﬂ{§ any recorded of the bravest
hero, anciefitor mode rn; aresolution, which pla
proved him to have two qualifications sc
cessary to a hero to be saperior to all the-
of fear or pity. H |
rescue from him bis intended prey, which hee
yet devoured only in imagination. ‘He therefore
swore he would prevent bim, and immediately at-
“tacked the poor wretch, who was in the utmost
agonies of despair, first with sol;gmmon, and after-
wards with force. © - e :
Mis. Heartfree, the moment she%derstood his
meaning, which, in her present temper of mind;
and in the opinion she held of him, she did not im-
mediately, rejected him with all the repulses which *
indignation and horror could animate ; but whenhe
attempted violence, she filled the cabm with her -
shrieks, which were so vehement, that they reached
the ears of the captain, thestorm at this time luckily.
abating. This man, who was a brute, rather from:
{ bis cducahon, and the element he inhabited, than e
tfom nature, ran hastily down to her assistance, and
finding her struggling on the ground with our hero, -
he presently rescued her from hel intended ravisher; &
who was soon obliged to quit the woman, “in order |
to engage with hu ]usty clnmpxon, who spaa'ed ¥
neither patns nor blows in the assistance of his fair
passenger. T
Wheén the short battle was over, in which our™
hero, had he not been overpowered with numbers;
who came down on their captam sside, would have
been victorious; the captain rapped out a;hearty
oath, and asked Wild, If he had no more chris- o
tianity in him than tor %‘avzslz a woman in a storm?
To which the other greatly and sullenly answered":&
< It was very well; but d——n him it he had not

A
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sfaction the moment they came on shore.””
aapnm with great scorn replied, Kiss el
forcing \Vxld out of the cabin, lm, at Mrs.
rifree’s request, locked. her mlD it, and re-
 the care of his slup
storm was now entir cLyceased and nothmcr
rema%ed but the wsual raffling of the sea after i 1t :
! when one of the sailors spied a sail at a dxstance
which the captain wisely apprehended might be a
privateer (for we were then engaged in a war with
France), and immediately ordered all the sail pos-
sible to be crowded: but this caution was in vain;
for the little wind which then blew, was directly ad-
verse; so that the ship bore down upon them, and |
soon- appeqred to be what the captain had feared, a
Prench privateer. He was in no condition of re-
sistance, and immediately strack on ber firing the
first gun.  The captain of the Frenchman, _\Vlth
several of his hands, came on board the English
vessel; which they. rifled of every thing valuable,
and, amongst the rest, of poor Mrs. Heartfree’s
Whole cargo; and then taking the crew, together
“with the two passengers, a-board his own ship, he
determined, as the other would be only a burthen
to him, to sink her, she being very old and leaky,
- ‘and not worth going back with to Dunkirk. He
| preserved, therefore, nothing but the boat, as -
is own was none of the best, and then pouring a
adside into ber, he sent her to the bottom.
_ The French captain, who was a very young fel-
" low, and a man of gallantry, was presently en~
“amoured to no small degree with his beautiful
. ‘captive; and imagining Wild from some words he
dropt, to be her husband notwithstanding the il
affection towards him which appeared in her looks,
~ hie asked her, If she understood French? She an-'
swered in the affirmative, for indeed she did pers

r
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fectly well. He then asked her how long she an .
gentleman (pomn{lg to Wild) bad been m )
She answered with a deep sigh, and many
that she was marned indeed, but not to that \%ﬁ
who was the sole cause of all her misfortanes.
That appellation raised a curiosity in the cap
and he importuned her in so pressmg, buhggnﬂe‘ |
a manner, to acquaint him with the injuries she
complained of, that she was at last prevailed on to
recount to him the whole history of her afHlictions.
This so moved the captain, who had too little no-
tions of greatness, and so mcensqfd. bim against our
hero, that he resolved to punish hlm, and without
vegard to the laws of war, he xmmedxatcly ordered
out-his shattéred boat, and, making Wild a :
of half-a-dozen biscuits to prolong his mLsery, ‘he
put him therein, and then, commmmg him to ﬂw
mercy of the sea, procccded on his cruize,

CHAP. XL

The great and wonderful behaviour of our he}o
the boat. P

Iris probable, that a desire of i mgranatmg hn’ns
with his charming captive, or rather conqucror 7]
had no little share in promoting this extraordinary -
act of illegal justice; for the Frenchman had con-
ceived the same sort of passion, or hunger, whic
‘Wild himself had felt, and was almost as much re-
solved, by some means or other, to satisfy it.  We.
will leave him, howeyer at present, in the pursuit
of his wxshcs, and attend our hero in his boat; |
since it is in circumstances of distress that true

p
o
p-,



MR. JONATHAN WILD. « 0y

55 appears most wonderful. For. that a

ce in the midst of his courtiers; all ready to

%}iment him with his favorite character, or title,

indeed with every thing else; or that a con-
uerot at the head of an hundred thousand men,

~all ‘prepared to execute his will, how ambitious,

_ wanton, or cruel soever, should, in the giddiness
of their pride, elevate themselves many degrees
above those their tools, seems not difficult to be
imagined, or indeed accounted for. But that a
‘man in chains, in prison, nay, in the vilest dun-
geon, should, with persevering pride and obstinate
dignity, discover that vast superiority in his own
‘nature over the rest of mankind, who toa vulgar
eye seem much happier than himself; nay, that he
should discover heaven and providence (whose pe<
culiar care, it seems, he is) at that very time af
work for him ; this is among the arcana of great-
ness, to be perfectly understood only by an adept
in that science; v

‘What could be imagined more miserable than
the situation of our hero at this season, floating in
a little boat on the open seas, without oar, without

_sail, and at the mercy of the first wave to over-

i whelm him ? nay this was indeed the fair side of

i his fortune, as it was a much more eligible fate

| than that alternative, which threatened him w%rh

_ almost unavoidable certainty, viz. starving with
_hunger, the sure consequence of a continuance of

i the calm.

[ Our hero, finding himself in this condiiion,
began to ejaculate a round of blasphemies, which
the reader, without being over-pious, might be
offended at seeing repeated. He then accused the

- whole female sex, and the passion of love (as he
called it), particularly that which he bore to Mrs,
Heartfree, as the unhappy occasion of his present
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sufferings, At length, finding himself desees
too much into thedanguage of meanness and
plaint, he a@gp@ | short, and soon after broke
as follows: ¢ D——n it, a man can die but on
¢ what signifies it! Every man must die, and
¢ when it is over, it is.over. I never was afraid
< of any thing yet, nor I won't begin now ;. no,
¢ d——n me, won't I. What signifies fear? I |
¢t shall die whether I am afraid or no: Who's
¢¢ afraid then, d——n me?” At which words he
looked extremely fierce, but recollecting that no
one was present to see him, be relaxed a little the
terror of his countenance, and pausing a while,
repeated the word, d——n'! < Suppose I should
< be d—ned at last,” cries he, < when I never
< thought a syllable of the matter ! I have often:
« langhed and made a jest about it, and yet it may
<< be so, for any thing which I know to the eontrary.
<c If there should be another world it will go hard
¢ with me, that is certain. I shall never escape
« for what I have done to Heartfree. The devil
« must have me for that undoubtedly,  The deyil!
<« Pshaw! I am not such a fool to be frighten'd at
¢« him neither. No, no; when a man's dead,
¢ there’s an end of him. I wish I was certainly
< satisfied of it though ; for there are some mer
« of learning, as I have beard, of a different o}
<« pion. It is but a bad chance, methinks, I sta
<« If there be no other world, why I shall be in no
¢ worse condition than a block or a stone : Butif |
¢ there should,—— D n me, 1 will think no
« Jonger about it.—Let a pack of cowardly rascals
< be afraid of death, I dare look him in the face. |
<« But shall I stay and be starved —No, I will eatup |
«¢ the biscuits the French son of a whore bestowed
<« on me, and then leap into the sea for drink,
< since the unconscionable dog hath not allbch(t ‘




ner dispatched the sma
~which his enemy ha W|»th~1m vast hbezahty
d lnm, than he cast‘-hlms cadlong into

_hagtc;r, was mxraculously
: Blaccd in his boat; and
] of a dolphin or scahorse,
yﬂ er fish. or animal, ‘who are always as

carry z a'hexo through the sea, as any
man coffee-house door near St. James’s,
;veyabeau over a street, and preserve his
tockings. The truth is, we do not chuse to
iy recourse to miracles, from the strict ob-
e pay to that rule of Horace, :
dntersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus.
ing of which is, Do not bring in a super=
sent when you can do without him; and
, we are much deeper read in natural than
nataral causes. We will therefore endeavour
wﬁ&nt for this extraordmary event from the

of thesc 3 and in doin g tl:lls it will be ne-
secrets to our
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rences of the plizsr us kind which ha
merly appea emisphere,
: Be 1t ‘the great Alma

females the most ebs
purpase. So true

Naturam ea;j&ellas furm lzcet, usque 7€

Which I need not render in English, it being | ,
found in a book which most fine gentlemen are
forced to read. Whatever nat refore, par-;
poses to herself, she uevervsuﬁgééﬁy reason, de~.
sign, or accxdent, to frustrat vh

may seem to a shallow observer, tha
sons were designed by nature for no us
‘Whatever, yet cert it s, that no
into the world withon : alar

ture is so generous tog )
fying them for the parts she intenc
wwards to act on this stage; and t
uses ds instances of her unhmlted
whose preferment to such and such stano‘
mon himself could have invented no oth
than that nature designed them so.
some’ “great plnlosophels have, to she
the favourites of nature, d:stmgmshcd i
nourable appellation of NATURALS.
true reason of the general wnoxancq 0
on this -head seems to be tlus, That
chuses to execute these her purposesth
second causes and as many of these secom
_seem so totally for%n to her design
man, which, hke his eye, sees hesk dxﬁécél‘
ward, apd very litle and imperfectly wl










» he could get within
near enough to make sig
erred any risque to the ceria te of.
ner. As his courage was somewhat
the provisions (especially a
enchman had supplied hi




 Stpply their wants witho
- or rather can most easil
supply of their wants.

Ds

‘heartily regaled by the fisherman at

es of hxs country, tha
all he could to tpe t
m h 'ch both

Tena.ﬁrmd, but unluc]
that city were men of i

were: suyenor to every dnﬂicultv,
dexterous an dccount of his being
having been taken and plundered by the
of his great effects in London, that he

made so handsome a booty by way of
a method of taking which we have

oned to have his approbation, that he
to provxde himself with a place in the stag

which (; d it to aperform
brou ed time, |
the m S









s in her kitchen ; who, on such
7 spreads the disorder,
ily, but over the whole

1ese great calamities, esp
to stifle and deaden all
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‘of Muscovy, or whatever other |
~puppet, which we behold on the stag
~bimself wiscly keeps out of sight; for s

“but as this (though every one know:

J

- great men seldom v

your eyes, whi
rabove once

‘once appear, the whole motion woul
-end. Not that any one is ignorant of his |
there, or supposes that the puppets are not
sticks of wood, and he himself the sole .

‘appear visibly, i.e. to their eyes, no-
ashamed of consenting to mposed.
“helping on the Drama, by cal
sticks or puppets by the names which
hath allotted to them, and by assign
the character which the great man is ple
shall move in, or rather in which he b

leased to move them.

. It would be to suppose thee, gentle re
of very little knowledge in this world,
mhast never seen some of these pupp

vhich are so frequently acted on the gre
but though thou shouldst have reside
days in those remote parts of this islar
m et, if thou
e had some

S












*him, after many thanks for his fide y,

£
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t'h,at a}l he ¢
wzgy pqssih’l’e,

“no money) amo g.
Friendly would not permi
shilling he had in his pocket, tc
the PresstYard for his friend,
through the humamty of the keepe
cheap A

- They spent that day togeth
ing, the prisoner dismissed his

forted on hlS account. I know
““how far the malice of my encmy m
“ but whatever my sufferings are, I am convi
Bt o0 2 innocence will somewhere be rewar
iy If therefore, any fatal accxdent should |

g may apprehend the Worst ;
“be a father to my poor cl
words the tears gushed from his eyes.

‘ged him not to admit any such appre
for that he would employ his utmost dilige
his service, and doubted not bat to subvert
vxllamous desngn laid for his® destruction, a
ma is mnoceii: appear to the world as

as as in his o 0p1mon

We  cannot ‘help mentioning a circum
here, though we doubt it will appear ve
natural and ineredible to: our reader; wh
that, noththstandm., the former character
behavioar of,Heartfrce, tbls story, of hx
bezzling was so far
that many of then

i,






g{/otestat’ions of hi
Wild of the injusti
At this time anaccident ha
it did not immediately affect ¢
" avoid relating, as it occasioned
‘his family, as well as in the fami
“indeed a calamity highly 16 be 1
* stains untainted blood, and happens to a
able house. An injury never to be repai
blot never to be wiped out. A sore nev
# healed. To detain my reader no longer :
Theodosia Snap was now sa elivered of a |
infant, the product of an amour which that
tiful (O that I could say, virt
with the Count. o
. Mr. Wild and his lady we
Mr. Snap, with all the agonies
his voice and countenance, brought thel
lancholy news. Our hero, who had |
1%) wonderful good-nature when his
‘interest was not concerned, instead of r

?" But' the chaste Latitia, we repe
?‘fm well did she now deserve that e
ther manner. She fell in

1tmost fury at therelation, reviled her sister
bitterest terms, and vowed she would neve
. nor speak to her more. Then burst into te
lamented over her father, that such dis

~ should ever happen to him and herself. A
 she fell severely on her husband, for the lig
“ment which he gave this fatal accident. She

him, He was unworthy of the honour he enj¢
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< no more of that kind, till we came to the town
« where, in about six hours, I arrived in safety. -
¢ As soon as I came to the captain, he enquired
« what was become of my friend, meaning tk
« yillainous count. When he was informed by
“¢ me of what had happened, he wished me heartil
< joy of my delivery, and, expressing the utmost *
-« gbhorrence of such baseness, swore if ever he
< met him he would cut his throat; but indeed
«we both concluded, that he had died of the
¢ blow which the hermit had given him.
<« ] was now introduced to the chie? magistrate
«¢ of this country, who was desirous of seeing me. |
<] will give you a short description of him: He |
«¢ was chosen (as is the custom there) for his supe- o
“ rior brayery and wisdom. His power is entire
< absolute during his continuance ; but, on
¢ first deviation from equity and justice, he i
< liable to be deposed and punished by the people,
« the elders of whom, once a year, assemble, to
< examine into his conduct. Besides the danger
¢ which these examinations, which are very strict,
¢ expose him to, his office is of such care and
¢ trouble, that nothing but that restless love of
¢ power, so predominant in the mind of man,
< could make it the object of desire; for he is:
< indeed the only slave of all the natives of. this -
<t country. He is obliged, in time of peace, to
< hear the complaint of every person in his do
¢ pions, and to render him justice. For -
€€ purpose every one may demand
¢ him, unless during the hour which
<< for dinner, when he sits alone at the tab
e is attended, in the most public manner,
<« more than European ceremony. This is
¢ create an awe and respect towards him
s eye of the vulgar; but, lest it 5110“;&‘ ,
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~« recommending me to the care of heaven, and
“«ordering us a large supply of provisions for our ?

“ journey, & 3
s '—"r‘%*g**-m“g for ourselyes,
carried with us, an , in nine days,
~f reached the sea ,,11 , where we 'foujz?layan 1
< English vessel ready to receive both us and the
"« slaves. We went aboard it, and sailed the next
"¢ day with a fair wind for New England, where I
< hoped to get an immediate passage to the Old :
< But Providence was kinder than my expectation:
<« for the thﬁl day after we were at sea, we met |
¢ an English man’ of war, homeward bound ; the
< captain of it was a very good-natured man, and
« agreed to take me on board. I accordingly took
< my leave of my, old friend the master of th
«¢ shipwrecked vessel, who went on to
<« England, whence hefintended to pass to Jamaica,
« where his owners lived. I was now treated |
< ith great civility, had a little cabin assigned
« me, and dined every day at the captain’s table,
< who was indeed a very gallant man, and, at
« first, made me a tender of his affections; but
" ¢ when he found me resolutely bent to preserve
¢ myself pure and entire for the best of husbands,
¢ he grew cooler in his addresses, and soon be-
¢t haved in a manner very pleasing to egardi
e my sex only so far as to n;g [
¢ which is very agreeable to us a e g
« To conclude my story ; I met wit
« ture in this passage at all wor
< my landing at Gravesend, -
"« prought me in his own boat to the Tow
- e g short hour after my arrival, we
¢« meeting, which, however dreadful a
¢ | now hope; by the good offices of the
e« mep, whom heaven for ever blcss, €
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¢ perfect happmess, and be a strong instance of
< what I am persuaded is the surest trut:h, THAT
"‘rxovxmmcz WILL SQONER OR LATER, PRO-

€ cuRe THE FELICITY. OF THE VIRTUOUS AND
L mNocENT

. Mas. Heartfree thus ended her speech, having
before delivered to her husband the jewels, which
the count had robbed him of, and that presentcd
her by the African chicf, which last was of im-
mense value. The good magistrate was sensibly
touched at her narrative, as well on the consideration
of the sufferings she had herself undergone, as for:

“those of her husband, which he had himself been

i innocently the instrument of bringing upon him,
That worthy man, however, much rejoxea‘d !

I what he had already done for his preservatior

yromiised to labour with his utmost interest and

dustry, to procure the absolute pardon, rather of

« his sentence, than of his guilt, which, be now
plainly discoyered, was a barbarous and falsc ims
putatxon. T

CHAP. XII.
The history returns to the contemplation qf
| GREATNESS.

3 %%w ready perhaps detained our reader
this relation, from the consideration of

to, who daily gave the most exalted proofs.
eatness, in cajoling the Prigs, and in exactions
e debtors ; which latter now grew so great,.
corrupted in their morals, that they spokc
he utmost contempt of what the vaolgar call -
. The greatest character among them was
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For my own part, I confess, I look on this death
of Hanging to be as proper for a Hero as any other;
and I solemnly declare, that had Alexander the
Great been hanged, it wonld not in the least have
. diminished my respect to his memory. Provided a
hero in his life doth but execute a sufficient quan-
tity of mischief; provided he be but well and
heartily cursed by the widow, the orphan, the
poor, and the oppressed (the sole rewards, as many
authors have bitterly lamented both in prose and
verse, of greatness, i. e. Priggism), I think it avails
little of what nature his death be, whether it be
by the axe, the halter, or the sword.. Such names
| will be always sure of living fo posterity, and of

enjoying that fame which they so gloriously and °

eagerly coveted ; for, according to a Grear Dra-
| matic Poet, 2
il ® Fame

- Not more survives from good than evil deeds.
Th' aspiring youth that fir'd th’ Ephesian dome,
Outlives in fame the pious fool who rais'd it.

Our hero now suspected that the malice of his
enemies would overpower him. He, thersforp,
betook himself to that true support of greatness in
affliction, abottle; by means of which he was en~
abled to curse, and swear, and bully, and brave
 his fates+ Other comfort indeed he had not much ;
1o ingle friend ever came near him. 'H'gs'
'was deferred to the next sessions,
once, when she plagued, tormented,
bim so cruelly, that he forbad the
eper ever to admit her again.  The Ordinary of
Newgate had frequent conferences with him, and
" greatly would it embellish our history, could we
Tecord all which that good man deliyered on thesg
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philosophy of the Greeks, which at that time had
over-run great part of the heathen world, bad
poisoned, and as it were puffed up their minds
with pride, so that they disregarded all
“doctrine in comparison of their own; a
gafe, and however sound the learnin;
_might be, yet, if it any wise contradicted their own
laws, customs, and reccived opinions, away with
it, it is not jfor ws. It was to the Greeks Foorisn-
NESS. : - o gl i
~ In the former part, therefore, of my discourse
on these words, 1 shall principally confine myself
to the laying open and demonstrating the great
emptiness and vanity of this philosophy, with
which these idle and absurd sophists were so
proudly blown up and elevated : i A
And here I shall do two things: First, I shalt
expose the matter : ‘and secondly, the manner of
this absurd philosophy. :
And first, for the first of these, namely the
matter, Now here we may retort the unmannerly .
word, which our adversaries have audaciously
thrown in our faces ; for what was all this mighty
matter of philosophy, this heap of ‘knowledge,
which was to bring such large harvests of honour
to those who sowed it, and so: greatly and nobly
to enrich the ground on which it fell ; what was
it but FooLisaxess? An inconsistent heap of non- J

sense, of absurdities and contradictions,
no ornament to the mind in its theor
hibiting any usefulness to the body in i
What were all the sermons and t_bé‘ sayir
fables and the morals of all these wisc men,
use the word: mentioned in my text once i
Foorrsuvess > What was their great master Plato,
or their other great light, Aristotle > Both fo?kv‘
* mere quibblers and sophists, idly and vainly at*

|
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or apotheosis (for it is called by different names,
which was to give o;u,-"r"'he'rqz an ogparmnit}@fxﬁeu;;
death and damnation, without any fear in his heart,
or, atleast without betraying any symptoms of it in
his countenance. A completion of greatness which
is lteartily to be wished to every great man; nothing
_beiog more worthy of lamentation than when for- |

“tune, hike a lazy poet, winds up her catastrophe

f,jm?mardly, and bestowing ’toouﬁtﬁe ‘care on her
fifth act, dismisses the hero with a'sneaking and
private exit, who had in the former part of the
drama perfouned such notable exploits, as must
promise to every good judge among the spectaters,
a noble, public, a%ﬁ“%{exaite;d end. :

But she was resolved to commit no such error in |
this instance. Our hero was too much and toode- |
servedly her favourite, to be neglected by ber in
his last moments : “Accordingly all efforts for a re-
prieve were vain, and the name of " Wild stood at |
the head of those who were ordered for execution. |

From the time he gave over all hopes of life, his
conduct was truly great and admirable. Instead of |
shewing any marks of dejection or contrition, be
rather infused more confidence and assurance into
his looks. He spent most of his hours in diinking
with his friends, and with the good man above
commemorated, In one of these compotations, |
being asked whether he was afraid to die, he'

- answered, D n me it is only to dance wit
masic. Another time, when one exp
sorrow for his misfortune, as he term
with great fierceness, A man can diGH
Again, when one of his intimate acqual
hinted his hopes, that he would die like a man, &
cocked his hat in defiance, and cried out greatly,
Zounds ! who's afraid ? R L

Happy would it have been for posterity, could
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nost importance to that point which is the subject
r of this treatise, for which reason I have
yself obliged to give it a full considera-
The want of a. due provision,” says lord
£, ¢ for education and relicf of the poor in a
- of industry, is that which fills the gaols
lefactors, and fills the kingdom with idle
rofitable persons that consume the stoak‘,
_'ﬂgdom without improving it, and that
moreasc, -even to a deselation in t}me.—
L this error -in the first concoction is never re~
mediable but by gibbets and whipping.’ .
In serious truth, if proper care should be takep
to provide for the present poor, and to prevent
their increase by laying some effectual restraints on-
the extravagance of the lower sort of people, the
| remaining part 'of this treatise would be. rendered
| of little consequence ; since few persomyvl' believe, -
made their exit at Tyburn who have not owed
ir fate to some of the causes ’bé‘ofg mentioned.
8t as I am not too mngume in my‘-expeetatmns
I this head, I shall now proceed:m consider of
* methods to obviate the frequency of rob-
: hxch, if less efficacious, ave, perhaps,
asier than those already proposed. ~ And if
net remove the témptatign, at least we

take awayall cncqn@agetncnt to robbery.

SECT. V.
e Punishment. of Reccivers of stolen Goods.

7 one great encouragement to theft of all
: the ease and safety’ with which stolen goods
disposed of, [t is a very old and vulgar,

AAt the end of his discourse touohmfr the selief of the poor,
VoL, X171, T
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but a very true saying, ¢ That if there were o
¢ receivers, there wonld be no thieves." I o
could not the thief find a market for
there would be an absolute end of several kinds of
theft ; such as shop-lifting, burglary, - (=

“objects of which are generally good :
‘money. Nay, robberies on the highw:
'seldom answer the purpose of the

he ho nestest tradesman

for finst,

or fir a booty of any value, he
is almost sure of secing it advertised within a day

' or two, directin  to bring the goods to a certain
e where he is to recetve a reward (sometimes

the full valae of the booty) and no questions asked.
This method of recovering stolen goods by the
owner, a very Jearned judge formerly declared to -
have been, in his opinion, a composition of fel Dy
surely if this be proved to be carried into
nk it mast amount to a full con
it crime.  But, indeed, such adverti
are in themselyes so very scandalous, and
peraicions consequence, that if men
ashamed to- own. thi fer an old watch’
diamond ring to the ‘%% it is
some effectual law was nol :
+their giving this public countenance to robber
the future., - hee '1
But if the person robbed should prove eith
honest, or too obstinate, to take this me
recovering his goods, the thief is under :
~ fculty in turning them into money. A
_the great number of brokefs and pawnbrokers
several are to be found, who are always ready
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) receive a gold watch at an easy rate, and where
! uestnons are asked, or at least, where no an-
s expected but such as the thief can vety :
make.
des, the clandestine dealers this way, whe
y their consciences with telling a ragged fel-
wench, that they hope they came honestly
nd gold, and diamonds; there are others
“such pitiful subterfuges, who engage
jith the thisves, and who have warehouses |
with stolen goods. only Among the Jews,
S who live in a certain place in the city, there have
i been, and perhaps still are, some notable dealers
this way, who, in an almost’ pubhc manner, have
carried on 4 trade for many years with Rotterdam,
where. they have their warchouses and factors,
and whither they export their goods with prodigious
proﬁt and as prodigious 1mp_‘ And all this
appeared very plainly last winter in the examina-
.tion of oné Cadosa, a Jew, in the presence of the
te excellent duke of Richmond, and g0y other
oblemen and magistrates. 5
hat then shall we say ? is not thlsr ‘mischief
of some remedy, or is it not”capable of it?
oble duke (one of the worthiest of magistrates,
ell as of the best of men) thought otherwise, as
d have appeared, had his valuable life, for the
of mankind, been prelonﬂred
1w, as it now stands, is
( . Let us see therefore,
‘possible, where the defect lies.
At the common law, any one might lawfu]]y
7s lord Hale) have received his own goods from
felon who stole them *.  But, if he had re-
ved them upon agreement not to prosecute, oy
Bixy e # Hist. 2. C. vol. I p. 546, 619, ib.
3% e 119

Certain it is, that th
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to prosecute faintly, this would have been theft-
- bote, punishable by imprisonment and ransom.
But in neither of the foregoing cases would the
receiver of the goods have become an accessa
the felon. So if one man had bought anot
oods of the thief, though he had known t
nc stolen, if he bad given the just value fq
he would not have become an accessary *.
he had bought them at an undervalue
~ Richard Hyde held, would have made hin
cessary. My lord Hale differs from his op
and his reason to some readers may seem a p ;i
sant one; For if there be any odds (says he) he that
gives more, benefits the felon more than he that
gives less ‘than value. However, this, his lord-
ship thmks, may be a misdemeanor punishable by
fine and imprisonment ; but that the bare receiving
of goods, knowing the.m to be stolen, makes not
an accessary. -
So says the great lord Hale, and so indeed was
the law ; though the judges seem not to have.
been unanimous in their opinion. - In the boekéf'_’,
Assizes +, Scrope is said to have held otherwise ;-
and though Shard there quashed an appeal of fek@y
for recelving stolen goods only, yet I cannot .
observing, that the reporter of the case hath: iefg.a
note of astoxmbment at the judgment of the cqaﬁ
« This,’” sayshe, © was wonderful I' and wonderfg
.sure]y it is, if he who receives, relieves, comforts,
or assists a felon, shall be an accessary, that he;:}
shall not be so, who knowingly buys the g
of the felon; which is generally, I believe,
strongest re]ief comfort, and assistance which.
be given him, and without the hope and expe
tion of which, he would never have commxttcd
theft or robbcry o -
* Hist. . C. ubisupra. - 1 27 Assiz. 69, &

00
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It is unnecessary, however, to enter farther into
this controversy ; since it.is now expressly declared
 statate #, © That the receivers of stolen goods, -
knowing them to be stolen, shall be deemed ac-
saries after the fact.’ . : £
statute, though it removed the former
the law, was not sufhicient to remedy
there vet remaining many difficulties in
these pernicious miscreants to justice; con-
legal rules. For, C 5 AT
 the offence of the accessary is dependent
of the principal, he could not be tried or
outla ed, till after the conviction or attainder of
" the ‘principal ; so that however strong evidence -
therc might be against the receiver, he was still
safe, unless the thief could be apprehended.
2. If the thief on bis trial should be acquitted,
as often happens through some defect of evidence
in the most notorious cases, the receiver, being
only an accessary, though he g hi
fwerime, or though the most undeni

e o
&
)
8 )
o 2.9
Eabie
=S
@
¥l

¥1S€. . 3 S v
In petit larceny there can be no such acces-
: for though the statute says, that a receiver
olen goods, Lknowing, &c. shall be an acces-
after the fact, that is legally understood to
an ouly in cases where sueh accessary may be
law ; and that is confined to such felonies as
to receive judgment of death, or to have the
efit of clergy. Now, for petit larceny, which
e stealing goods of less value than a shilling,
¢ punishment at common law is whipping ; and
was properly enough considered as too trifling
ffence to extend the guilt to criminals in a

%5 and 4 W. and M. c. ix ,
- Cro, E_ﬁz, 750, Hale's Ifist. vol. I p. 530, 618. -
113
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second degree. But since juries have taken upon
them to consider the value of goods as immaterial;.
‘and-to find upon their oaths, that what is prmzé&
to be worth several shillings, and sometimes several
pounds, is of the value of ten-pence, this is bcc@ne
a matter of more consequence. For mstane 4
pickpocket steal scveral handkerchiefs, or
things to the value of twenty shillings,

- recewer of these, knowing them to be s
dtsco&'eled and both are indicted, the
principal, the other as accessary, as they T
if the jury convict the principal, and find
goods to be of as high value as a shilling, he must
receive judgment of r,leath, whereas, by finding
the goods (which they do upon their oaths) to be of
the value of ten-pence, the thief is ordinarily sen-
tenced to be whipped, and returns 1mrnedmtely to
his trade 'of picking pockets, and the accessary is
of course discharged, and of course returns to his
trade of receiving the booty. Thus the jury are
perjured, the public highly injured, and two e:g

cellent acts of pariiament defeated, that two mi
creants may laugh at their prosccutors, and a

the law, s
The two former of these defects are mde@rm«
medied by a later statute ¥, which enacts, ¢ That
“ the buyers and receivers of stolen goods, ksows=

. “ing them to be stolen, may be prosecuted fgﬂ,ﬁ
“ misdemeanor, and pum‘ﬁh by fine and imprison=+
“ ment, though the puﬂ cipal felon, be not before
“ convicted of felony.”
This last statute is again repeated in the 5ths
- Queen Anne ; and there the power of the cou
to punish in the case of the misdemeanor, is
‘ther increased to any other corporal- punishm
“which the court shall think fit to inflict, ins

* Jand 4+ W.und M. c.ix. 1 Chap. xxxi, ¥

SR W
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of fine and 1mpusomnent 3 and, in the case of the
lony, the accessary is to receive judgment of

th; but the bencfit of clergy is not taken away.
astly, By the statute of George I1. * the receivers
len goods, knowmg, &c. are to be transs
for fourteen years. And by the same statute,
-person taking money or reward, directly or
“under pretence or upon account of help-
stalen goods, unless such person appres
bring to ) his trial the felon, and give eyi-
gainst hxm,,ls made guilty of felony thh@nt"
- of clely s
wd thus. stands the law at this day ; wbmh, mot- :
thstanding the repeated endeavours of the legisla-

tule, experience shews s, is incapable of 1emmmg

this deplorable evil from the sactety %

The priuncipal defect seems, to me, tolie in ﬂ’fe
cxtleme difficalty of convicting the offender; for,
1. Where the ‘thief can be takxen, you are not at

liberty to prosecute for the misdemeanor.

The thief himself, who must ‘be convicted be-
' the accessary is to be tried, cannot be a wit-

e

, fwmm!lct of the knowledge that the g@ods were
len; which, in this case, can appear from cirs
stances only. Such are principally, 1st, Bay-
ooods of value, of ons very unhkely to be
wfal proprietors..  2dly, Buying them for -

h less than their teal valae. 3dly, Buying them,
elling them again, in a clandestinve manner,
ealmtr them, &c. None of these are com-
iy liable to be proved ; and I bave knowna
cquitted where most of these circumstances
: ppearcd against him.

o Ump. m. -
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What then is to be done, to extirpate this stubs
born mischief? To prove the pernicious consequence
“of which, I need, I think, onlyappeal to the
of parliament, testified in so many repeated
and very strongly expressed in their preambles..
~ First, Might it not be proper to put an effectt
stop to the present scandalous method of compoun
ing felony, by public advertisements in
‘papers? Might not the ‘inserting such
ments be rendered bighly criminal in th
of them, and in the printers themselves,
discover such authors 2 SORGE
 2dly, Is it impossible to find any means of re
lating brokers and pawnbrokers ? if so, what arg
ments are there against extirpating entirely a sct of
miscreants, which, like other vermin, harbour only
aboat the poor, and grow fat by sucking their
blood? L
- 3dly, Why should not the receiving stolen goods,
knowing theni to be stolen, be made an original
offence ? by which means the thief, who is oftena .
paltry offender in comparison of the receiver, and:
sometimes his pupil might, in little felonies, be |
made a witness against him ; for thus the trial of the
receiver would in no case depend on the trial'or i
conviction of the thief. ‘Bt 1
- 4thly, Why may not the bare buying or takingte
pawn stolen goods, above a certain value, be
evidence of receiving with knowledge, &c.
the goods were bought in market overt (no bro
or pawnbroker's shop to be reputed such mark
overt) or unless the defendant could prove, by
credible witness to the transaction, that h
'good cause to regard the seller or pawner
goods to be the ‘real owner. If 20s. was the vz
wited, it would answer all the purposes cont

%
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ot ; and would in nowise interfere with the honest

ade (if indeed it ever be so) between the pawn-

er and the poor. : I
“none of these methods be thought possible or

oper, I hope better will be found out. Something
“to be done, to put an end to the present

of which I daily see the most pernicious

ces ; many of the younger thieves appear-
e taught, encouraged, and emp:oyed
celvers. : A AEaaE

O RECE L
Of Laws relating to Vi alonds.

&HE other great encouragement to robbery, be-
ide the certain means of finding a market for the
ooty; is the probability of escaping punishment.
st, then, The robber hath great hopes of being
covered; and this is one principal reason, why
erics are more frequent in this town, and in its
bourhood, than in the remoter parts of the
dom. ‘ S rEe o My
hoever indeed considers the cities of London
estminster, with the late vast addition of their
atbs, the great irregularity of their buildings,
immense number ot lanes, alleys, courts, and
laces ; must think, that, had they been in-
d for the very purpose of concealment, they
scarce have been better contrived. Upon
view the whole appears as a vast wood or
, in which a thief may harbour with as
L security, as wild beasts do in the deserts
rica or Arabia; for, by wandering from one

[
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part to another, and often shifting his quarters,
he may almost a\md the possxbxhty of bemc dis-
* covered.

pursued, I w1)l couszdsr what remedy our
have apphed to this eml 3 namely the

Theera is no pas:t ) our ancxent ci
‘admu‘able than tha; wlnch was calculate
vent the concealment of thxeves and robb
original of this institation is given to Alfred,
end of his wars with.th
were very much debau t
barbarians, and betoo ‘mselves to all manner of
" licentiousness and rapine. These evils were en-
couraged, as the historians say, by the vagabond
state of the effenders, who, having no settled place
of abode, upon committing any offence, shifted.
their quarters, and went where it was difficalt to
discover them. To remcdy this mischief the
Alﬁec_l,uh‘ ing limited the shires or counti

y,the ex‘implc of those

better n han befere, divided them int
dreds, and these again mto txthmvs, decent
or ten families ¥, =

Over every one of these bthmrrs, or decen
there was a chief,- called the nthuwmau or
~ holder, who had a power to call a court and

* ¢ By these ten families (says the annotator to Ra
¢ are not to understand ten housckeepers, but ten lo
< manors, with all their vassals, tenants, labourers and sk
¢ who, though t})ey did not live under their lord’s rou

Rlfcomted part of his tamﬂy. ~As there were no 1
¢ holders in those times, ner for lono after, ten such
¢ must d«icculp\ alacge sp: ufgtound and mightwell ¢
< a rusal fithing” BuL rural tithing would be lar;
the hxmdrcd Ltseﬁ' anﬁ the v me and office of agc )
man, continued in ishes to day, shews that &S

| manors could not be he m}_m.aut

N
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mall offences ; the greater being referred to that

urt, Whmh was in like manner established over

handred. i

very one of these heads of families were pledges

each other for the behaviour of all their family;
' lakewxse rempmcal]y pledges for each other

n was suspec*ed of'a crime, he'ivas"
nd security for his good bebaviour out
me hundred and tithing. This if he could
find, he had reason to apprehend being treated

great ‘severity ; and if any accused person,
er before or after his finding bail, had fled from
Justice, the whole tithing and hundred should pay a
fine to the king.

~In case of the default of appeamncc in a de-

_cenner, his' nine pledges had one-and- tlnrty days
' to bring the delinquent forth to justice. If this
failed, then the chief of those decenners, by the
of that and the neighbour decennaries, was to
Limself both of the omlt of the fact, and of
“parties to the flight of the delinquent. And
could not do this, then tl:\eyL e, by their
yaths, to acquit themselves, and tobind them-
5 to bring the delinguent to jusuce as soon as
could ; and, in the mean time, to pay the
ige out of the estate he delinquent ; and,
t were not sufficient, then-out of then own
Sat, g !
very subject in the kingdom was rcglstered in
tithing’; only persons of the first rank had the
ege (says Mr. Rapin 1) that their single fa-
should make a tithing for which they were
nsible. . - All -archbishops, bisheps, earls,
rons, and all (says Bracton) w_l;w have soec and
Bacon's Histar. Disc.” p. 43. DS
w1 Dissertation on the Govermm. t of the Anulo—Snxons. ]
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< sac, tol and team, aud these kinds of hbemcs,
“ought to have under their FRIDBURGH, al thmr;
e kmcrhts, servants, esquires; and, if an of thcm_'

¢ prove delinquent, thel é;hall brmg gins to Jus-“
¢ tice, ‘or pay his fine #.' = :

~The master of the famﬂy was answerable fo
who fed at his board and were of his live
for all his servants of every kind, ev
who seryed bim for their food only, w
These were said to be of his manupast :
his guests ; and if a man abode at any house b
nights, the masterot thath 'e was answerabl t
him 4.
In awocd, says Brab“t every tnan, as well free~
nen as oﬁhers, ought to belong to some frankpledge
(2.¢.to some deeenna) untess?ic be a traveller, or be-
long to the manupast of some other; or unless he
give some countervailing security to the public, as®
dignity (viz. nobi ty) order (kmghthood or of thc
_ clergy) or estate (viz. either frechold in land :
persenal effects, res immotiles) it he be a cit
By the laws of Edward the Confessor,
person, of the age of twelve years, ought 1
sworn in a view of frankpledge, Tha! ke wi
ther Lecome a thief himself, nor Le any wise
sary to theft.
This court, Bntt@n = ;ells us, was to be hg
twice a year, which was afterwards reduce
once a year by Alagna Charta ; and no man,
the Mirror, was by-an ancient ordinance, suff
to remain in the kingdom, who was not en
in decenna, and had freemen for his pledges _
-Such was this excellent constitution, which eve
in Alfred's time, when it was in its infa
_wrought -so admirable an effect, that Ingul
~ *® Breet.1Liii. D Corona, cap.x, Bract. ubi sup. Brit. #
= $ Brit. 86,k § Mirs. chap. iscct. 17, :mdchqp ¥..5ec]
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says, a traveller might bave openly left a sum of
mouey safely in the fields and highways, and bave
d it safe and untouched a month afterwards*.
Nay, William of Malmesbury tells-us the king or-
dered bracelets of gold to be hung up in the cross-
's, asa proof of the ‘honesty of his people, Rone

: 1¢ to meddle with them 4.

nly prov ided- for the mcorporatmg the
nless it bad confined them to the placmi
»1ev were thus incon _poxated :
1d therefore by the laws of Alured, or Camutc,

! to depart from their dwelling, without the eonsent
of their fel]ow—pledges nor were they at. llberty
1o leave the country, without the ]smcnee of th.e
sheriff or governor of the same £. :

« And if a person, who fled fro ‘one f%hmg i
 Teceived in another, the m )

as thcre found §
ore this order was estabhshee}"’

xfby reason of tbelr obseurlry,
d them fmm bemv takcn no’t“rcte of But it

~

be registered in ;méﬂ'}«r || g
-Whilst this aneient. constitation remained en=~
such peace,’” says lord Coke, ¢ was prcserved
the realm, ds no injuries, homicides, rob=
,- thefts, riots, tumults, or other offences,
committed ; so as a man, with a white

on, p.4d. o §Bﬂ“-t¢ibxswpn. SE2y

constitution would have been deﬁcxent*; :

‘Wwas rendered unlawful for any of the decenners



‘chaptfer of Magna Cha'rta-f 5 and there

“him, speak of frankpled,

- become little more than form.

-speaking of the frankpledge, the Decennarii,

374 " CAUSES OF THE

< wand, might safely have ridden, before the con-
< quest, with much money about him, withoat any
¢ weapon, throngh England *.’ Nay, even in the
tumultuons times of William the Conqueror, the
historians” tell us, there was. scarce a robbet to be
found in the kingdom,
This view of fraukp}édge remamed
the conquest : for we find it twice re

larly it is said, Fiat autem visus de fran
vzdelzcet QuoD PAX NOSTRA TENEATUR.
Bracton, who wrote after it time, and Fleta
s then subsisting.
h likewise, which whs
made the 52d of -EH [, mentions the same
court; as doth Bmm‘g, who wrote still later, in
many places. - And in the 17th of Edward II. an
act was made, called The statute _]or the vzew of

The statute of Marlb.

; Frankpledae £1

Nay, in Lhe reign’ of Henry V. we ﬁnd .an
amercemcnt for not commg to a view of ira g
pledge ; and there the whole court of king’s ber
were of opinion, ' that every man, as well m
as servants, were obliged to repair to this c
and though then possibly it was degenerateﬁ

But in process of time,  this institution dwir
to nothing ; so that lord Coke might trul
‘Quod vera institutio illius curie evanuit, e
umbra ejusdem adhuc remanet ; and a little aft

the Decenna, he says, © They are names con
€ only as shadows of anqu[y 1 Nay, thl_

* 9 Instit. 73. i t Chap XXXl
+ But this iatter was before that transferred from th
ceLnary: ‘court to the Jeets and sheriff’s tourn. - '__
§ Hill, SILIV,PL19. || 2 Inst. 72,73,
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. man himself (if, after a most careful and painful
pernsal of all he hath writ, as well here as in his
) Tnstitute, and other places on the subject, T
be allowed to say so) seems to have no very
ar idea concerning them ; and might have
airly owned, of the original of the lect and frank-
what one of the sages doth of an hundred, -
k of Henry VII, ¢ That a hundred had
sve an hundred years ; and therefore,
true definition of a hundred, and swhe-
it was composed of a hundred towns, ora
red lordships, and whether it had anciently
ore or less jurisdiction, he frankly awned that

¢ knew nothing of the matter ,** S
The statate of Marlborough 4 had perhaps given
a fatal blow to the true and ancient use of the
view of frankpledge ; of which, as Jord Coke sayst,
jﬁﬂe sherifis had made an ill use; for, in the 3d
year of the succeeding king §, we find the legisla-
| ture providing against notorious felons, and such
e openly of evil fame, that they shall not be
ed to bail; and, in the 13th, the statute of
rester entirely altered the law, and gave us a
pnstitution on this head. e $
3y this act the whole hundred
ble in case of robberies. L
n order to prevent the concealment of rob-
in.towns, it is enacted, 1. That the gates of
Walled towns shall be shut from sun-setting to:
rlSlf]g.

is made an-

n. A watch is appointed, who are to
t all strangers, 3. No person is to lodge in
1burbs, nor in any place out .of the town, un-

TVTE S b SRR = :
ip. xxiv. By which justices in eyre are forbidden to
e townships, because all of -@ve years old were not
L4 Instit. 147, | § Westminster, 1, chap, xv.
s : - KK2 ; :
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less his host will answer for him. 4. The bailifts
of towns, shall make enquiry once within fifieen
days at the farthest, of all persons lodged in the
suburbs, &c. and of t;hoss Who have rcce:wed any
su »pu.mus persous R F
3. To prevent the concealmcnt of rabbers. wﬂ.g,_
out the towns, it is enacted, that th :
leading from one market-town to anothel
eniarged and 1o busbes, woods, or
which felons - may be mmcmled, shall b
therein. :

This statute, say
a gang of rogues t
took their denomina ne Bobm Hood w‘ho
lived in Yorkshire in the reign of Richard L. and
who, with his companions, harbouring in woods
and deserts, committed a great number of rob=
beries and other outrages on the subject. l‘rou;
_ this arch-thief a great number of idle and dxssolxgc
fellows, who were called Drawlatches, Rnba@ﬁsy?r
and Roberdsmen, took their rise, and infested:
kmcrdom for above a centary, not\wthst‘mdx
many. end,cavours of the lcorxslatmc from
time to suppress them. ;
~ Inall these laws, the principal aim vnalb]y,g(,
to prevent idle persons wandering from placéﬂo-
place, which, as we have betore seen, was
_ great point of the deccm;ary coustitution, d5
Thus, by a law made in the 34th.year of &ds
ward III. a labourer departing from his se
into another county was to be burned in the

head with the letter F. And, by the same- aj |

if alabourer or servant do fly into a city o

- Tough, the chief offiger, on rtqucst, was to de
hun up.

Agam, in thc ]th year of Rxchard 1L the
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 tices of* peace are ordered to examine vagabonds;
v amd, if thcy have no sureties for their good beha-

Tlour, to commit them to prison.

In the 11th year of Henry VIL it was enacted,
lhat vagabonds and idle persons should be set on
k three days and three nights, and bave
stenance but bread and water, and then
ut out of the town, and whosoever gﬁve
le persons relief forfeited 12d.

Henry VIIIL. persom calling tbemselvcs
s, shall not ecome into the realm, under
ty of forfeitivg their goods ; and, if they do
ot depart within fifteen d'iys after they are com-
manded, shall be imprisoned. -

By the 1 and 2 Philip and Mary *, Egypnans
commg into the kingdom, and remammg here a
wonth, are made guilty of fe]ony w1thout Dbenefit
of clergy.
¢ And those who bring them into the rezIm forfeit

3 |

y the 5 Eliz. the ecrime of fe]eny without
y is extended to all who are found in the
ny of Eg yptxans, or who shall counterfeit,
rm, or disguise themselves as such.’
22 Henry VIII a vagabond taken ‘begging
| be whipped, and then sworn to return to the
of his birth, orlast abode for three years,
; to put himself to labour.
" By 27 Henry VIII. a valiant beggar or sturdy
bond shall be whipped for the first offence,
d sent to the place of his birth, &c.for the second,
‘upper part of the grstle of his right ear cut
&and if after that he be taken \.vamdennor in idle=
&e. he shall be adju%g and executed as a

I sha]l mention no more acts (for several were
% * Chap:ivs o
KK 3
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made) between this and the 39th Elizabeth, when -

the former acts concerning vagab

repealed, and the several pr

‘were reduced fo 0 w
This act, whicl ‘??“t

_provisions, remai :

L]
* that the rem of an evil which the legislatare
have gfg"often endéave dress is of great
importance to the ' , That an evil
which so many (
moving isof a very stubborn nature, and cxtremely.
difficult to b ed. i e s |
Here I hope to be forgiven when T suggest that
the law hath probably failed in this instance |
want of safficient direction to a single point,:
on a former head the disease seems to be no o
than #dleness, so beve wandering is the ¢
the mischief, and that alone to which the 1
should be applied. This, one would im
~should be the chief, if not sole intent, of all”
~against vagabends, which might; in a synonimons -
phrase, be called laws against wanderers. Bat as '
the word itself hath obtained by vulgar use a mg

o

complex signification, $o have the laws on
head had a more general view than to extir ate
this mischief; and by that means, perhaps, have |
failed of producing such an effect.
I will therefore ne myself, as T hav
therto done on this %, to the single point of
venting the poor from wendering, one princip:
‘ *17 George IL.c.5. : i
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cause of the increase of robbers; as it is the chief
means of preserving them from the pursait of jus-
tice. It being impossible for any thief to carry on
his trade long with impunity among his neigh-
bours, and where not only bis person, but his way
- life, must be well known.
v to obviate this evil the law, as it now
ath provided in a twofold manner, 1. By
revention ; and, 2. By way of remedy.
. to the first, the statute of Elizabeth de-
es *, that no person retained in husbandry, or
any art or science in the act mentioned §, after
"the time of his retainer is expired, shall depart out
of any city, parish, &c. nor out of the comnty, &c,
to serve in any other, unless he have a testimonial
under the seal of the city or town corporate, or of
_the constable or other head officer, and two other
{ honest householders of the city, town, or parish,
~where he last served, declaring his lawful depar-
g:;:, and the name of the shire and place where

rved last. This certificate is to be delivered
the servant, and registered by the parson, for
and the form of it is given in the act.

no person is to be retained in any other
e, without shewing such testimonial to the
jief officer of the town corporate, and in every
ﬁﬂler place to the constable, curate, &c. on pain of
[ dmprisonment, till he proeure a testimonial ; and,
'if he cannot procure such testimonial within
enty-one days he shall be whipped, and treated
like avagabond ; so shall he be if found with a forged
“testimonial, - And those who receive him without
hewing such testimonial as aforesaid forfeit 515
“As to the 2d, the law hath been extremely
eral in its provisions. J%ese are of two sorts,
;!‘. Simply compulsory ; and, 2. Compulsory with
. 5 Fliz c. iv. sect. 10, in force, though not in use.
1 ie In almost every trade.
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punishment. Under the former.head may be
ranged the several acts of parliament relating to
the settlement, or rather removal of the poor. .
As these statutes, though yvery imperfectly exe-
cuted, are pretty generally known (the nation
having paid some millio Westminster-hal
the knowledge of them), I shall menti
very slightly in this place. - !
“The statute of Elizabeth, together with
execution of it, having made the poor an int
ble burden to the public, disputes began t #
between parishes to whose lot it fell to provxde or
certain individuals 5 for the laws for confining the
poor te their own homes being totally disregarded,

these used to rqﬁl‘blé;“th{;évér' whim or conveni-
ency invited them. The overseers of one parish
were perhaps more liberal of the parochial fund
than in another ; or sometimes, probably, the over- -,
seer of the parish A, was a friend or relation of a *
b L i Ci®
poor person of the parish of B, who did not choose.. -

to work. From some such reason the poor
“parish began to bring a charge on another.

To remedy such jnconvenicnces, immediately.
after the restoration®, a statute was made, by
which if any poor man likely to be chars
came to inhabit in a foreign parish, unless ina |
tenement of 10/. a year, the overseers might com= -
plain to one justice within forty days, and then two
justices were to remove the poor person to t
place of his last legal settlement. 3
- By a second act f, the forty days are to
reckoned after notice given in writing to b
churchwarden or overseer by the poor persan,

| containing the place of his abode, "number of

family, &c. E&% :

Butby the same statate, the executing a public

* 15 and 14 Car, 1L, c. xii.

t Sand 4W. and M. c.xi.  See 1 Jac. I1, ¢. xvii.

R o
i

an- &
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“ pual office duringa year, or being charged with
and paymvr to the public taxes, b.c or (it unmar-
ried: and not baving a chlld) being lawfully hired

* into any parish, and servmg for one year, or being
boui rapp) entlice by mdentm €, nnd mhabxtulg, e,

e*' ""per%uns bringing a certifi-

d by the oy erseers, &c. and allowed by
1stices; cannot be. rcmovcd till they bccomc
: able. '
5 By a fourth +, no suc,h cemﬁcam person shall

“gain a settlement by any other act than by lona
Jide taking a Jease of a tenement of 10, per, ammm,
~or by exccuting an annual office.

By a fifth {, no apprentice or hired servant of
certificate person shall, by such s.grv:ce or appren-
| ticeship, gain any settlement. :

By a sixth§, no person by “any purchase of

“which the consideration doth not- Lona fide amount
{1030/ shall gain any settlement longer than while
he dwells on such purchase. ; '
much for these laws of removal, concerning
ich there are several other acts of par_hament,
law cases innumerable.
And yet the law itself is, as I have sald very
Cimperfectly executed at ilns day, and that er
{several reasons.

I 1.1t is attended with grcat troub]e, for as the
et of Ch. IL very wisely requires two justices,
d the Court of King's Bench requires them both
be present robet‘her (though they seldom are s0),
{the order of removal is sometimes difficult to be
sained, and more difficult to be executed; for |
Alie parish to which the party is to be rcmovcd'
{(perhaps with a family)is often in a distant

* 8and 9W. HL c.aax. © f 9and 10 W.IIL coai.

% 12 Amne, ¢ xyiil. -§ Geo. Lic.vil
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county ; nay, sometimes they are to be carried
from one end of the kingdom to another. 4
2. It is often attended with great expence, as
well for the reason aforesaid as because the parish
removing is liable to an appeal from the parish to
which the poor is'remgj‘veg{ ~ This appeal is son
times brought by a wealthy and litigious p
against a poor one, without any colour

Whatevep.¥ i = e T
3. The removal is often ineffectual ; for,
ippeal is almost certain to be brought if an a
ney lives in the neighbot rhood ; so is it almost as
sure to succeed if a justice lives in the parish.
And as for relief in the King's Rench, if the jus-
tices of peace will allow you to go ghiﬂ;er‘(for that
they will not always do) the delay, as well as the
cost, is such, that the remedy is often worse than
the disease.’ Gk ol 4 By
For these reasons it can be no wonder that pa~
sishes are not very forward to put this law in 4
cution. Indeed, in all cases of removal, the ¢
’ of the parish, and not of the public, is consulte
nay, sometimes the good of an individual only:
and therefore the poor man who is capabl
getting his livelihood by his desterity at any hand
craft, and likely to do it by his industry, is sure e
be removed with his family ; especially if the over- '
seer, or any of his relations, should be of the same -
occapation ; but the idle poor, who threaten to
rival no man in his business, are never taken a 3
notice of, till they become actually chargeable;
and if, by begging or robbing they avoid this, as 1t
is no man's interest, so no'man thinks it his duty.
to apprehend them '

It cannot tberef;@mtpectcd, that ahy goo &
of the kind I am cont nding for should be effected
by this branch of the law ; let us thercfore, in the

5




INCREASE OF ROBRERS, &c. 383

| second place, take a view of that which is expressly «

levelled at vagrants, and calculated, as it appears,
for the very purpose of suppressing wanderers.

To survey this branch will be easy, as all the
laws concerning vagrants are now reduced into
one a}ct of palhament and it is the easier still,

T u‘st Persons become idle and disorderly thbm
' the act, by, 1. Threatening to run away and to
leave their wives or children to the parish. - 2. Un-
lawfully returning to the place from whence they
have been leually removed by the order of two
Ju9§lCCS, without bringing a certificate, &ec. 3.

lemg idle without cmployment ‘and refusing to.

~work for usual and common wages. 4. By berr-
| éng in their own parishes.
‘Secondly, persons by, 1. Gomg about as patent-
therers, or gatherers of alms under pretence of
s by fire, or other casualty ; or, 2. Going about
ollectors for prisons, gaols, or hospitals. 3.
Being fencers and bearwards. 4. Or common
yers of interludes, &c. 5. Or minstrels, jag-
~glers. 6. Pretending to be gypsies, or wandering
“in such habit. 7. Pretending to physiognomy, or
like crafty science, &c. 8. Using any subtile craft
. deceive and impose on any “of his Majesty’s
jects. Q. Playing or sitting at any unlawful
mes. 10. Running away, and leaving wives or
lildren, whereby they become chargeable to any.
ish. 11. Wandering abroad as petty chapmen
. or pedlars, not authorised by law. 12. Wander-
"“Ing abroad and lodgmg in alehouses, barns, out-
bouses, or in the open air, not giving g goed ac-

]

e
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«count of themselves. 13. Wandering abroad and -
begging, ' pretending to be soldiers, mariners, sea-
faring men, or pretending to work at harvest.
14. Wandeiing abroad and begging, are to be
deemed rogues and vagabonds. 2
Thirdly, 1. End-gatherers oftending against.
the 13 George L. intitv !
Regulation of (ki
being conyicted of
prehended as rogues and
3. Refusing to go before a ju
to be examined on oat

- Refusing to

conveyed by a pass; o )n examination giving
‘a false account of themselves, after warni
punishment. 7. Rogues an abo

out of the house
who have heen punis 1
shall offend again as such, are made
rogues. ’ . B T
Now as to the first of these three divisions,
were to be wished, that persons who are found
alehouses, nighthouses, &c. after a certain hot
night, had been included ;. for many such, thou
of very suspicious characters, taken up at privy
searches, fall not under any of the above descri
tions, Some of these I hayve known discharged,
against whom capital complaints have appear;%
- when it hath been too late. Why might not the
justice be entrusted with a power of delaining a
suspicious person who could produce no knov




INCREASE OF ROBBERS, &c. 355

" But I come to the second head, namely, of
vagabonds ; and here I must observe, that wander-
Ling is of itself made no offence: so that unless
such wanderer be either a petty chapman, or a
beggar or lodger in alehouses, &c. he is not within'
ct of parliament. - Vit S
" however. uscful this excellent law may
“country, it will by no meaus serve the
n this town; for, though most of the
vho infest the public roads and streets, in-
most all the thieves in general, are vagabonds
“in the true sense of the word, being wanderers from
their lawful place of abode, very few of them will
be proved vagabonds within “the words of this
act of parliament. ‘These vagabonds do indeed,
et their livelihood by thieving, and not as petty

gars ot petty chapmen ; and have their lodging
'in alehouses, &c. but in private houses, where
of them resort together, and unite in gangs,

each 2d. per night for their beds.
e following account I have had from Mr.
) the high constable of Holborn; and noue
wow that gentleman, will want any con-
ion of the truth of it. : %
That in the parish of St. Giles's there are great
mbers of houses set apart for the reception
f idle persons and vagabonds, who have their
odgings there for two pence a night; that in
above parish, and in St. George, Bloomsbury,
woman alone occupies seven of these houses,
properly accommodated with “miserable beds
1 the cellar to the garret, for such two-penny
ers; that in these beds, several of which
in the same room, men and women, often
angers to each other, lie pre miscuously ; the
" price of a double bed being no more than three=
€ pence, as an encouragement to them to Lie to=
VOL. XIL, LT
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¢ gether ; but as these places are thus adapted te
< whoredom, so are they no less provided for
¢ drunkenness, gin being solfi‘_i‘n them all at a penny
“a quartern; so that the smallest sum of money
¢ serves for intoxication ; that in the execution of
¢ scarch-warrants Mr. Welch rarely finds less than
¢ twenty of these houses open for the receipti
¢ all comers at the latest hours; that in
“ these houses, and that not a large one,
¢ numbered fifty-eight persons of both se
¢ stench of whom was so intolerable that it com= -
¢ pelled bim in a very short time to quit the place.”
Nay, I can add, what I mysclf once saw in the
parish of Shoreditch, where two little houses were
emptied of near seventy men and women; amongst
whom was one of ‘the prettiest girls I had ever
seen, who had been carried off by an Irishman,
to consummate her marriage on her weddi
night in a room where several others were i
at the same time.

If one considers the destruction of all
decency, and modesty ; the swearing, whol
and drunkenness, which is eternally carry
in these houses on the one hand, and the excessive |
poverty and misery of most of the inhabitant |
the other, it scems doubtful whether they ate |
more the objects of detestation ‘or compassion;
for such is the poverty of these wretches,
upon searching all the above number, the
found apon all of them (except the bride, who
as T afterwards heard, had robbed her mist

eir provisions. for a we
miserable creatures fail

: t a miracle that stench, ver~

®up, and want, should ever suffer them to be
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well) they are turned out in the streets by their
merciless host or hostess, where, unless some pa-
rish officer of extraordinary charity relieves them,
they are sure miserably to perish, with the ad-
dition of hunger and cold to their disease.
~This picture, which is taken from the life, will
‘appear strange to many; for the evil here de-
ed is, Iam confident, very little known, es=
y to those of the better sort. . Indeed this is
> only excuse; and I believe the only reason,
W it hath been so long tolerated ; for when we .
“consider the number of these wretches, which, in
the outskirtsof the town, amounts to a great many .
thousands #, it is a nuisance which will appear to
be big with every moral and political mischief.
Of these the excessive misery of the wretches
- themselves, oppressed with want, and sunk in
}Wy species of . debauchery, and the loss of so
; 1y lives to the public, are obvious and imme-
onsequences. - There are some more remote,
“however, need not be mentioned to the
ing. , : ;
k- ong other mischiefs attending this twretched
-nuisance, the great increase of thieves must neces-
; sarily be one. The wonder in fact is that we
“bave not a thousand more robbers than we have ;
~ indeed, that all these wretches are not thieves must
ﬁg gike us either a very high idea of their honesty, or -
ery mean one of their capacity and courage.
. Where then is ‘the redress 2 Is it not fo hinder
e poor from wandering, and this by compelling
e parish and peace officers, to apprebend such
derers or vagabonds, and by empowering the

e importaﬁdn of whom
f Henry VL and many of
a clause for the same

{& DMost of these are Irish, a
severe law was made in the rei
* the repealed vagrant acts contain
purpose,

: LL2
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magisfrate cfk«:tually to punish and send them te
their habitations > Thus if we cannot discover, or
will not encourage any cure for idleness, we shall
at least compel_ the poor to starve or beg at home ;

for there it \vilPBc"igngosglblg for them to steal or

rob without being presently h‘ﬁﬁged or transported
out of the way gk ted o a lalae e st & ofain

&

_ s e
! Of apprehending the Pr_:-rsom of Felons.

I coms nowtoa third encouragement which the
 thiet flatters himself with; 2:z. in his hopes of
escaping from being apprehended. s
Nor is this hope without foundation : how long
have we known highwaymen reign in this
dom after they have been publicly known fo
Have not some of these committed rob be
open day-light, in the sight of many peo
have afterward rode solemnly and triump
through the neighbouring towns without an
ger or molestation ? This happens to every rogue
who is l)ecomc eminent for his audaciousness E
is thought to be desperate ; and is, in a more x‘g—l
ticular manner, the case of great and numer
gangs, many of which have, for a long time, cor
wiitted the most open outrages in defiance of the
law. Officers of justice have owned to me, that
they have passed by such with warrants in )
pockets against them without daring to appre
thems ; and, indeed they could not be blamed fo
not exposing then to sure destruction ; for
itis a melancholy trath, that, at this very day, a°
Togue no soomer gives the alarm, within certain
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purlieus, than twenty or thirty armed villains are

‘found ready to come to his assistance.
~ On this head the law may seem not to have

been very defective in its cautionss First, by vest-
~ing not only the officers of justice, but every pri-

vate man, with authority for securing these mis-
| ereants, of which aathority it may be of service to
| the officers, as well as to the public in-general, to
re particularly informed. SEEE :
Pirst, by * Westminster I. Persons of evil fame
. are to be imprisoned without bail. - By the statute

of Winchester | suspicious night-walkers are to

be arrested and detained by the watch. A statate
* made in t 5 Edw. III. reciting that many man-.

slaughters, felonies, and robberies, had been done

in times past, enacts, that if any person bave an
“evil suspicion of such offenders, they shall be in-
tinently arrested by the constable, and shall be
ered to the bailiff of the franchise, or to the
. to be kept in prison till the coming of the
. The 34§ Edw. IIL. gives power to the
of peace, inter aliu, to enquire of wan-
- de and such as will not labour, and to arrest
©and imprison suspicious persons, and to take sure-
| fies of the good behaviour of persons of evil fame,
| *tobeintent,’ says the statute, ¢ that the people
i ‘be not by such rioters, &c. troubled nor enda-
jaged nor the peace blemished, nor merchants
or others passing by the highways of the realm
isturbed, nor put in peril by such offenders.
“Secondly, by the common law every person who
h committed a felony may be arrested and
ared by any private man present at the said
t, though he hath no e%eggl nor particalar au-
rity, i. e. though he be no officer of justice, not
© 7 ® Westm. I. chap. xv. “Winton. chap.iv.

$ 5 Edw, IIL chap. xiv. 34 Edw. L c.k.
LL3

s
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have any writ or warrant for so doing; and such
private man may either deliver the Telon to the
constablg,vsec %érym' “a gaol, or carry bim be-
fore a magisti f he refuses to yield, .
those who' arrest may justify beating -t him ; or,
in case of absolute née&,s r}m im i
Nor is this arrest merely : ﬂqwcd ;itis
by law, and the omission, without some good.
cuse, is d misdemeanour punmhable by ar
meni or fine and imprisonment §. : ;
Again, every private nay arrest anoﬂ:erw g
. suspicion of felony, ~thuugh “he was not present at
“the factyl. But then, if the party arrested should
rove innecent, two circumstances ave - necessary to
Jusnfy ‘the arre:t.  1st, a 4
committed ; and,; 2dly
cause of suspicion ﬂfw
been adjudged to be such cause**
But in this latter case my lord Ha]e adv:s
prwatc person, if possible, to have recou
magistrate and abtain his warrant, and t
ance of the {1 constable for this arrest it
quired by law, nor is the party punisha
neglecting it; and should the person arres
6nd@0m‘ed to be arrested, prove: innoe
party arresting him, &e, will, in a great 'm
sure, be answerable for the ill consequence; wl
if it be the death of the innacent person occasiol
by force or resistance, this will at least, be r
slaughter ; and if the other should be killed i
attempt, this hke\mse wxll amount to man-slaug
anly L. 4
* Hale's Hist,P. C. vol. 1,587, vol IL77, . Pult. 100
+ Hales H vol. . 5 e, vol. 1. 588. vol. IL. 76, 773
I Lamb. 1. ii. ¢. 3. Dall , vol. L.588. 3 Hen. VLI &7 3
€ Hale's ist. vol. I1. *2 Dalr. 407. 5. VIL. 4, 5.
tt Hale's st voluii, 76, 33 Hales ll)u wvol, 1L 82—3—4.
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~ Again, any private person may justify arresting
a felon pursued by hue and cry. This, as the
word imports, is a public alarm aised all over the
'Eauntry,";i-u which: rhamnstable%ygﬁrst to search
his own vill or division, and then to raise all the
N ng vills abont, who are to pursue the
' %W’-[h horse and * foot. And this hue and
y either be after a person certain, or on a
committed where the person is not known ;
fin the latter case those who pursue it may take
such persons as they have probable cause to sus-
pectifydvagrants; &Gty Ay ]
. This method of puarsuit lies at the common law,
- and is mentioned by Bracton { ; and it is enforced
by many statates, as by § Westm. 1. < All are to
' ready at the summons of the sheriff, and at the
v of the county, - to arrest felons as well within
nchises as without.” By 4 Edw. I. ¢ Hue and
ordered to be levied for all murders, bur-
en slain, or in peril to be slain, and all
follow it. And, lastly, the statute of
acts as we have seen before, 4
his pursuit may be raised, 1. By a private
. By the country without an officer. 3. By
without a warrant.” <. By the warrant
gistrate, And thisdast; if it can be obtained,
test way ; for then all who assist.are en=
the statutes 7 and 21 Jac. to plead the
issue ||. ;
ommon law so strictly enjoined this pursait,
ny defect in raising it lay in thelord of the
se, the franchise should be scized into.the
hands ; and, if the neglect lay in the bailiff,
ould have a heavy fine, anda year's imprison~
Tale's Hist- vol, II. 101, 1 Jist, vol. 11. 163.
s % Lib. iit. c. 1, ' ¢Ca j T
|| Iale's Thst. vol. I. 403, val. IT. 99, 100, .
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ment, or sutter two years’ 1mpmonmcnt without 2
fine *. And now, by a very late { statute, < If
< any comstable, headboro &c. of the hundred
¢ where any robberies shall happen, shall refuse or
< neglect to make hue and cry after the felons with
) the utmost exped"mm, as soon as hi
<‘notice thereof, he shall, for every such re
“ neglect, forfeit 5/ half to thekmo' and ha
€informer.”

- Now hue'and oy i

three dxﬁ"crent kinds :
ame. 2. Agah&:
3. On a robbery,
on is neither known

a person certain by dese
burglary, &c. where the
nor capable of being describ
~ When a hue and ¢
is not only justified
by command of the cons
and is pumshable, ifhe disobey, $
sonment . And in this case, whether a felo
_committed or not, or whether the perso
(provided he be the person named or de
the hue and cry) be guilty or innocent,
good fame, the arrest is lawful and'justi
hie who raised the hue and ey is alone
the justiceof it§. -

- In this pursuit likewise thc constable
suspected houses, if'the doors be open ; but'
ing the door will not be justifiable, unless
be actually in the house: nor even then,:
admittance hath been first demanded and d
And what the conslable may do himself
justifiable by any other in his assistance, at ]
by his %ﬁ@maud 9. Indeeda private person:

* Fleta, 1. i. c. 24 t 8 Geo. I, c..46. °
1 Hale’s Hist. vol. vol. IT. 104. -
§ 29Fd.11L 39. 35Hen. IV. 1’1 94, Hale’s Hist. vol.I1.101, 2.
]l Ih. 102, 103. {[ Hale’s Hist, vol. 11 104
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- justify the arrest of an offender by the command
of a peace officer ;. for he is bound to be aiding
-and assisting to. such officer, is pumsha . for his
. refusal, and is conscqucntly' u%the étection
‘_.}pf_the law *.
Lastly, a pnvate iﬁetson may atrcst a felon by
: watrant directed to him ; for though he
ound to execute such warrant, yet if hc
is good and justifiable i ;
rdly, officers of public jusn e may Justxfy
‘the arrest of a felon by virtue of thﬂr‘oﬂice,
out any warrant. Whatever therefore a pnvatc'
person may do as above will ccrtamly be Jusuﬂable
!‘ in them, . :
- And, asthe alrestmg felons, &, is more parti-
heil ‘and their fine will be heavier for
W 11 their protecﬂon by the law be
eater ; for if, in-arresting those that are pro-
su.spected the constable should be killed, it
gx;%ﬁon the other hand, if persons pursued
e officers for felony, or justifiable suspicion
~shall resist or fly from them; on being
snded shall rescue themselves, resxst, or fly;
y cannot otherwise be apprehended or
nded, and are qf mecessity slain, it is no
the officers, or in their assistants, though
- the parties killed are innocent; for, by
the king's authority in his officers, they
thieir own blood o1f themselves }.
n, to take a felon or suspectcd felon, the
le without any warrant may break open the
But to _]Llatlfy this he must shew ; 1. That
on, &c. was in the house. 2. That hzs entry

* Pult. 6.15. Hale's Hist. vol
ST Dadt. 408, Hales Ifist. vol

t Dalr. 409, 13 Edw, IV. 4
vol, I, 86. 90, 91,

3
19, 51002, Hale's Hist
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was denied. 3. That it was denied after demand
and notice that he was constable *. .

Lastly, a felon may be apprehended by virtue
of a warrant issning from a magistrate lawfully
authorised ; in the execution of which, the oﬁlce;
hath the same-power, and will, at lea sty
same protection bylaw as in the arrest virtute
And this warrant, if it be specially directed to .
. the constable may execute in any part within n;thc '
jurisdiction of the magistrate ; but he is only. obliged
to execute it wuhm the division for which he is 3
constable, &c. .

In the execution of a, warrant for: fclony the of-
ficer may break open the daors of the felon, or of
any person where he is concealed ; and the
ing the doors of the felon is, lawfal at all e
but in breaking those of a strangcr the officer
at his peril; for he will be a trespasser if the f
should not be there ¢.

Such are the powers which the law
“apprehending felons (for as to the part
of sheriffs and coroners, and the pro
perior courts, they may well be passed by
place). Again, these powers we see ar
with penalties; so that not only every
Justice, but every private person is ob:
xcst a-known fclon, and may be punis
OmlSSlOn

Nor doth the law stop here. The appr
such felons is not only authorised and
but even encouraged with impunity to
guilty themselves of felony, and with- regai
others

%ﬁnd 4 of ¥ William and Mary, per:
* Tb. vol. 1. 581.

‘1 Hale’s Hist, vol,
$ Chap. viii,

10.
. vol, II 117, 5 Co. 91, b-
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guilty of robbery in the highway, fields, &c. who,
being out of prison, shall discover any two offenders
to be convicted of such robb@fy, re entitled to his

majestys pardon of such ‘robb , &c. as they
al} h we then ‘committed.
}g ik 11 of * William TII. ﬂns is extended

‘o bus lan:y, and si;lch felomes as are mentioned in

the same act all peraons wI:o shall apprehend
felon for privately stealing goods to the value of
.out of shop, warehouse, coach—ﬁouse, or stable,
‘by night or by day (provided the felon be convicted
thPreof) shall be entitled to a certificate which may
be assigned once, discharging such apprehender or
his mgnee from all paroclnal offices in the parish
d where such felony was committed. This
lificate is to be enrolled by the clerk of the peace,
annot be assigned after it hath been used.
man be killed by sach housebreaker, &c.
pt to apprehend him, his executors or -
rs shall be entitled to such certificate.
3 and 4 of + W. and M. whaever shall
and prosecute to conviction any robber
chway, shall receive of the sheriff 40L
nth after the conviction, for every of-
in case of the death or removal of the
e money to be paid by the succeé'dmg'
rithin a month after the demand and certi-
ught. The sheriff on default forfeits
his sum, to be recovered of him by the
is executors, &c.
d if the person be killed in this attempt by any
obber, the executors of such person, &c. are
itled to the reward, under the like penalty.
* Again, by the same ac ‘ horse, furniture,
arms-,d money, or other goods, taken with such

# Chap, xxifie t Chap, vili. ubi supra,
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‘highwaymen, are ngen to the apprehender who
shall prosecute to ¢ n, notwithstanding the
right or title of his m any body politic or r lord
of franchise, or 0 o lent or let the same to
hire to such robber, \ﬁﬁh’*a s%a;]g only of the right
of such persons from Whomf su hm'sesw
féloniously taken. ;
By a statute of queen Aunc thc 401, Te
extended to burglary and houscbreahng ‘
But though the law seems to have been .
ficiently provxdé’nt o thls hea is sti
difficulty in carry
arising from the follo
1st, ‘With regard t
eountry, T beli

ness of every man
for this plain ‘Teason, that there i1s no co
which less honour is gained by serving the
He therefore who commits no crime._.
public is very well satisfied with his
far from thinking himself obliged to u
labour, expendany money, or encou el
ger, on such account,
- 2dly, The people are not entirely wit
from their ignorance of the law; for'
power of appreheudmg felons, which I
~ set forth, from being universally known,
of the peace—oﬂicers themselves do not
they have any such power, and often,
rance, refuse to arrest a known felon till'th
authonsed by a warrant from a justice of
Muc then ean the compulsory par
private persons ny terrorof penalty ©
the generality of d are totally ignorant ; fand
of inflicting which they see no example. ‘- “
. 3dly, Sofax a.re men from bcma ammatqﬂ with

S0,
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the hopes of public praise to apprehend a felon,
‘that they are even discouraged by the fear of shame,
The person of the informer fact more odious
‘than that of the felon himself; and the thief-cat-
‘cher is in | /¢ ; it from the po-

Lastly, as to the reward, T am afraid that the
ation of the legislature is very little answered.
_not to mention that the prosecutor’s title to
too often defeated by the foolish lenity of ju-
" 'ties, who, by acquitting the prisouer of the bur-
glary, and finding him guilty of the simple felony
~only, or by finding the goods to be less than the
" value of 55, both often directly contrary to evi-
" dence, take the case entirely out of the act of par-
nt; and sometimes even when the felon is
erly convicted, I have been told that the
ey does not come so easily and fully to the
of those who are entitled to it as it

regard to the first and fourth of these
I choose to be silent: to prescribe any
the former I must enter into disquisi-
foreign to my present purpose ; and for
the latter, when I consider in whose
to remedy it, a bare hint will I doubt

second objection, namely, the excuse of F
e, I have here endeavoured to remove, by |
> forth the law at large. At V|
> third therefore only remains, and to that T
speak more fully, as the opinion on which
anded is of the most pernicious consequence
e society ; for what avail the bes! laws if |
be a matter of infamy 46 contribute towards
their execution ? The this opinion may

~ be‘seen in the following instance: we have alaw

YOoL. XII, S MM >
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by which every person who drives more than six
horses in a waggon forfeits as: many horses as are
found to exceed that number. Thislaw is broken
every day, and: generally with -impunity ; - for,
though many fen yearly venture and lose their
lives by stealing horses, yet ‘there are very :
who dare seize a horse ‘where the law allows :
cncourages it, when by such seizare he is to ac-
quire the name of an informer ; so much worse is
this appellation in the opinion of the- vulgar than
that of thief; and o much more premlent 18 the
fear of popular shame than of death..

This absurd opinion seems to havc first arigen
from the statute of 15 * Eliz. entitled; An Act to
vedress * Disorders in common Informers. By les
statute it appears, that very wicked uses had been
made of penal statutes by these informers, - wiﬁ-
my lord Coke calls turbidum: hominum genus:
and says, < That they converted many penal
¢ which were obsolete, and in time grown im
< sible or inconvenient to be perfél mecf
¢ to vex and intangle (he subject.’

By the statute 1tse!f it-appears, that it W
at that time among these persons to extor
of ignorant and fearful people by the terro
penal law ; for the breach of which the
eitherinstituted a progess, or pretended f

" a process, and then brought the tlmorous
a composition.

This offence therefore was by this act ma
high misdemeanour, and pumshcd with the
lory. A

* Now who, that knows any thmg of the nature
or history of mankind, doth not easily perceive |
here a safficient fwauon for that odium to all

_* Chap. v, 1 8 Inst, colxxxvii,
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"informers which. hath since become so general ;
for what is mgre common than from the abuse of*
| any thing to argue against the use of it, or to ex-
tend the obloquy from particulars to universals?
| For this the common aptitude of men to scandal
| will sufficiently account ; but there is still another
{and stronger motive in this case, and that is the
 interest of all those who have broken or who in-.

';":kxidfllt'o break the laws, Thus the general cry

%ﬁgigg once raised against prosecutors on penal
{laws;, the thicyes themselves have had the art and .
impudence to join it, and bave put their proses
cutors on the footing of all others; nay, I must
question whether, in the acceptation of the vulgar,
athief-catcher be not a more odicus and con-
| temptible name than even that of informer.
Nothing, I am sensible, is -more vain than to
icounter popular opinion with reason; nor more
able to ridicule than to oppose general contempt,
et I will venture to say, thatif to do good to
y landable; so is the office of a thief-cat-
d if to do this good at the extreme hazard
fe be honourable, then is this office ho-
True, it may be said, but he doth this
w to a reward. And doth nat the soldier
or venture his life with the same view ?
, as a great man lately said, serves the public
ing ?
now what is to be my fate in this place, or
would happen to one who should endeavour
ve that the bangman was a great and an ho-
ble employment. And yet I have read, -
nefort, of an island in the Archipelago whe
%“e hangman is the first and highest qf?gr in
ate. Nay, in this ‘kingd the sheriff hi
(who was one of the most considerable PETSOr
MM2 .
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his county) is in law the hangman, aud Mr. Ketch
s only his deputy.
. If to bring thieves to justice be a scandalous
office, what becomes of all those who are con-
cerned in this business, some of whom are rightly
thought to be amongst the most honourable officers
in govemment’ It on the contrary this be, as it
surely is, very truly honourable, why should the
post of danger in this warfare alone! be exc]uded :
from all share of honour, :

. To conclude a matter in whlcb though senous,
I will not be too tedious, what was the great Pom-
pey in the piratic war * > what were Hercules;
Theseus, and the other heroes of old, Deorum in

templa recepti—W here they not the most eminent
of thief-catchers 2 2 :

SECT. VIIL g

greatly Lolds up the epirits of lobbcrs, a:'n?l
they often find to afford no deceitful conse
and this is drawn from the remissness o
cutors, who are often,

1. Fearful, and to be intimidated by the tﬁJ‘ ts
of the gang ; or,

2 D\,hcate, and cannot appear ina public court ," ;
or,

g G cero, in his Oration pro Leze Manilid, <alls this, i
remember rightly, Belium gurpe but speaks of the extirpa-
tion of these robbers as of thé greatest of all Pompey’s exploits.
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3, Indolent, and will not giw'e themselves the .

trouble of a presecation ; or,’

4. Avaricious, and will not undergo the expence
of it ; nay, perhaps, find their account ia com-
pounding the matter ; or, oL

5. Tender-hearted, and cannot take away the
life of a man; or, y
_ Lastly, Necessitons, aud cannot really afford the
. cost, however small, together with the loss of time
which attends it.
*The first and second of these are too absurd, and
the third and fourth too infamous, to be reasoned

with. Bat the two last deserve more particalar

notice, as the fifth is an error springing originally
out of a good principle in the mind, and the sixth
is a fault in the constitution very easily to be re-
medied. y : 2
" With regard to the former of these, it is certain
! that a tender-hearted and coropassionate disposition,
[ which inclines men to pity and feel the misfortunes
{ of others, and which is, even for its own sake,
| incapable of involving any man in rain and misery,
“all tempers of mind the most amiable ; and
E'o;%@‘it seldom receives much honour, is worthy
| of the hi

: est. The natural energies of this tem-
e indeed the very virtues principally incul-
in our excellent religion ; and those who,

i bﬁéﬂ&é they are natural, have denicd them the

" name of virtues, seem not, I thiuk, to be aware of

“:Sﬁg;@il_‘eét and impious tendency of a doctrine that

‘ d’é’ﬁ‘}és all merit to a mind which is naturally, I may

_ say necessarily, good.

| Indeed the passion of love or benevolence,’

¥ .whence this admirable disposition arises; seems to
bé the only human passion that is in itself simply
and absolutely good; and in Plato’s common-
wealth, or (which is more) in a society acting up

\ a3
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to the rules of Christianity, no danger could arise
from the highest excess of this viciue 5 nay, the
more liberally it was indulged, and the more ex-
tensively it was expanded, the more would it con-
tribute to the honour of the individual, and to the
~happiness of the whole, :

But, as it hath pleased God to permit human-

socicties to be constituted in'a different manner,

and knaves to form a part (a very considerable

one 1 am afraid) of every community, who are
ever laying in wait to destroy and ensnare the ho-
nest part of mankind, and to betray them by means
of their own goodness, it becomes the good-natured
and tender-hearted man to be watchful over his
own temper; to restrain the impetuosity of his
benevolence, carefully to select the objects of this
passion,-and not by too unbounded and indiscrimi-
nate an indulgence to give the reins to a courser
which will infallibly carry him into the ambuseade.
' of the enemy. 3

Our Saviour himsclf inculcates this prudence
among bis disciples, telling them, that he sent them
Jorth like sheep wmong wolves: le ye there-
JSore, says, he, wise as serpents, but innocent as
doves . ; B e

For want of this wisdom a benevolent and ten-
der-hearted temper very often betrays ‘men into

errors not only hurtful to themselves but highly -

prejudicial to the society. Hence men of invin-~
cible courage, and incorruptible integrity,-,;ba}vé
sometimes falsified their trust; and those whom
10 other temptation could sway have paid too
little regard to the sanction of an oath from this
inducement alone. Hence likewise the mischief
which I here endeavour ‘to obviate hath often

arisen ; and notorious robbers have lived to perpe-

trate future acts of viclence, through the ill-judging -
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. tenderness and compassion of those who could and
-ougbt tohave prosecuted them. :
To such a person I would suggest these consider--
ations : : : 1ok, »
- First, As heis a good man, e should consider,
that the principal duty which every man owes is
{40 his country, for the safety and good of which
all Jaws are established, and therefore his country
tequires of him to contribute all that in him lies to.
the due‘execution of those laws, ‘Robbery is an
offence not only against the party robbed but
acainst the public, who arc'glxercfg'e entitled to
prosecution ; and he who prevents or stifles such
the prosecution is no longer an innocent man,
but guilty of a high offence against the public
- good. 5
= Secondly, As he is a good-natured man, be will
ff"%hold all injuries done by one man toanotber with
| indignation. What Cicero says of a pirate is as
[ trae of a robber, that he is hostis humani generis;
L and if s0, I am sure every good-natured man must
~be an enemy to bim. To desire to save these
win society may arise from benevolence, but
! 3t must be the benevolence of a child or a fool,
| who, from want of sufficient reason, mistakes the
'tfq@&jects of his passion, as a child doth whena
‘bugbear appears to him to be the object of fear.
¢ Such tender-heartedness is indecd barbarity, and
,':‘:géémbles the meek spirit of him who would not
* assist in blowing up his neighbour’s housé to save
a whole city from the flames. € Itis true,’ said
a learned chief-justice ¥, in a trial for treason,
" ¢ here is the life of a man in the case, but then
© you-(speaking to the jury) must _consider lik¢

xi ¢ wise the misery and desolation, the blood a

* Jord cuiefjustice Pratt.
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¢ confussion, that must have happened had this

< taken effect ; and put one against the other, I

¢ believe that consideration which is on behalf of
¢ the king will be much the stronger.” Here like-

wise is the life of a man concerned; but of what

man } Why, of one who, being too lazy to get his
bread by labour, or too voluptuous to content him-

self with the produce of that labour, declares war
against the properties, and often against the per=
sons, of his fellow-subjects; who deprives his'
countrymen of the pleasure of travelling with

safety, and of the liberty of carrying their money

or their ordinary conveniences with them; by

whom the innocent are put in terror, affironted and

alarmed with threats and execrations, endangered

with loaded pistols, beat with’ bludgeons, and
hacked with catlasses, of which the loss of health,

of limbs, and often of life, is the consequence;

and all this without any respect to age, or dignity,

or sex. Let the good-natured man, who hath any

understanding, place this picture before his eyes,

and then see what figare in it will be the object of
his compassion. ' :

I come now to the last difficulty which obstracts
the prosecation of offenders ; namely, the cxtreme
poverty of the prosecutor. This I have known to
be so absolutely the case, that the poor wietch
who hath been bound to prosecute was under more
concern than the prisoner himself. It is true that
the necessary cost on these occasions is extremely
small ; two shillings, which are appointed by act

of parliament for drawing the indictment, being,

I think, the whole which the law: requires ; but

when the expence of attendance, generally with
scveral witnesses, sometimes during several days
together, and often at a great distance from the
prosecutor’s home ; I say, when these articles are
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summed up, and the loss of time added to the ac-
count, the whole amounts to an expence which a
very poor person, already plundered by the thief,
" must look on with such horror (if he should Dot.
be absolutely incapable of the expence) that he
must be a miracle of public spirit if he doth not
rather choose to conceal the felony, and sit down
satisfied with his present: loss; but what shall we
say-when (as is very comamon in this town) he.
may notsonly receive his own again, but be farther
rewarded, it he will agree to compound it ?
Now, how very inconsiderable wauld be the
whole cost of this suit, either to tiie county or the,
nation, if the public, to whom thejustice of peace
gives his whole laboar on this bead gratis, was to
* defray the cost of such trial (by a kind of formd
pauperis admission) the sum would be so trivial
that nothing would be felt but the good conse-
qaences arising from such a regulation. i
I shall conclude this head with the words of my
lord Hale : ¢ It is, says he, € a great defect in the
¢ law, to give courts of justice no power to allow
¢ witnesses against criminals their charges; where-
¢ by,’ says he, ¢ many poor persons grow- weary
of. their attendance, or bear their own charges
therein, to their great hindrance and loss.’

£

=i €.

§

SECT. IX.

Of the Trial_and Conviclien of Felons.

BU'I‘ if, notwithstanding all the rubs which- we
have seen to lie in the way, the indictment 18
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found, and the thief brought to his trial, still he
hath sufficient hopes of escaping, either from the
caution of the prosecutor’s evidence or from the
hardiness of his own.

In street-robberies the difficulty of conwctmg a
criminal is extremely great. The method of dis-
covering these is generally by means of one of the
gang, who, being taken up perlnps for some other
offence, and thmkmg himself in danger of pumish=
ment, chooses to malke his peace at the expence of
his companions.

But when; by means of this information, you
are made acquainted with the whole gang, and
have, with great trouble, and often with igreat
danger, apprchended them, how: are you to: bring
them  to justice? forthongh the evidence of the
aecomplice be ever so positive and  explicit, nay,
even so connected and probable, still, unless it
be corroborated by soime other evidence, it is not
sufficient.

Now how is this corroborating evidence to be
obtained in this case? Street-robberics are gene-
rally committed in the dark, the persons on whom
they are commiitted are often in chairs and coaches,
and if on foot the attack is usaally begun by
kuocking the party down, and for the time de-
priying him of his seoses.  But if the thief should
be less barbarous he is seldom so incautions as to
omit taking every method to prevent his being
known, by ﬂapping the party’s hat over his fuce,
and by every other method which  he can invent
to avoid discovery.

But indeed any such methods are hardly neces-
sary ; for when we consider the circumstance of
dz}!knesq meutloned before, the extreme hurry
of the action, and the terror and consternation in
which most persons are in at sach a time, how
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shalliwe-imagine it possible that they shonld after-
wards be-able; with any (the least) degree of cer-
taintyy to'swear to the identity of the thief,  whose
countenance is perhaps, not a little altered by his
subsequent sitnation, and who takes care as much
‘as possible he can, by every alteration of dress,
and otherwise, to disguise himself ? :

- And if the evidence -of the accomplice ‘be:so
;%?‘@dy to be confirmed by the oath of the prose-
Feuter,: what other means of confirmation can be
found ? for as to his character, if he himself doth

not call witnesses- to support it -(which in this in-
stance is not incambent on him to do), you are not
at liberty to impeach it :  the . greatest and most
known villain in England, standing at the bar
equally rectus in curia with the man- of bighest
estimation, if they should be both accused of the
same crime.
Unless therefore the robbers should: be so unfor-
{stunate as to be apprehended in the fact (a circum-
stance which their numbers, arms, &c. renders
‘otdinarily impossible) no such corroboration can
possibly be had ; but the evidence of the accom-
plice standing alone and unsupported, the villain,
fcontrary to the opinion, and almost direct know-
edge of all present, is trinmphantly acquitted,
[laughs at the court, scorns the law, vows revenge
against his prosecutors, and returns to his trade
| with a great increase of confidence, and commonly
of cruelty.

~ In a matter therefore of so much concern to the

public I shall be forgiven if I venture to offer my
‘sentiments. '

" The words of my lord Hale are these : “Though
. a particeps criminis be admissible as a witness in
¢ law, yet the credibility of his testimony is to be
¢ left to the jury; and truly it would be hLard te

’
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< take away the life of ‘any person npon such a

' ¥
N

witness that swears to save his own, and' yet con-
fesseth tlimsel'f guilty of so great a crime, un-
less there be also very considerable circam- '
stances, which may give the greater credit to
what he swears *.’ il e g
Here T must observe, that this great man seems
rather to complain of the bardship of the law, in
taking away the life of a criminal on the testimony |
of an accomplice, than to deny that the Jaw*was
so. This indeed he could not well do; for not
only the case of an approver, as he himself seems
to acknowledge, but many later resolutions would
have contradicted that opinion. 5 H97

2dly, He allows that the credibility of his testi-
mony is to be left to the jury ; and so is- the cre-
dibility of all other testimonies. They are absolate
judges of the fact; and God forbid that they should
in all cases be tied down by positive evidence against
a prisoner, though it was not delivered by an ac= 3
complice. ' A

Buat surely, 'if the evidence of an accomplice be *
ot sufficient to put the prisoner on his defence,
but the jury are directed to acquit him, though he .
can produce no evidence on his behalf, eithice to™®
prove an ‘alili or to his character, the cred
of such testimony cannot well be said to be left to”
ajury. This is virtually to reject the competency
of the witness ; for to say the law allows him to
be sworn, and yet gives no weight to his evidence,

€
<
<
<
<
(3

s, I apprehend, a mere play of words, and conveys

no idea. i : :

In the third place, this great man asserts the
hardship of such conviction.—Now if the evidence -
of a supposed accomplice should convict a man of

* Hale's Hist. vol. L. 505, -
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faiand lonest character; it woyld, T confess, be
“hard ; and it is a‘hardship of which, I believe, no
esperience can produce any instance. But if, on
-the ‘other hand, the testimony of an accomplice
[“with every circumstaiice of probability attending it
“\against a vagabond of the vilest character, and who
* can prodiice no single ‘person to his reputation, is
_to be absolutely rejected, because there is no posi--
 titie proof to support it; this, I think, is in. the
ifghest degree bard (I think I have proved how
* hard) to the society. i Al
T shall not enter here into a disquisition concern-.
ing the nature of evidence in general ; this being
.mach too large a field 5 nor shall I examine the
utility of those rules which our law preseribes on
this head. Some of these rules might perhaps be
opencd 2 little wider than they are without either
mischief or inconvenience ; and I amthe bolderin
the assertion as I knew a very learned judge who
# concurs with this opinion. There isno branch of
“the law more bulkys more full of confusion and
Heontradiction, I had almost said of absurdity, than
the law of evidence as it now stands. )
{#, One rule of this law is, that no man interested
hall be sworn as a witness. By this is meant
‘ uniary interest ; bat are mankind governed by
[“*no other passion than avarice ? Is not revenge the
sweetest morsel, as'a divine calls it, which: the
devil ever dropt into the mouth of a sinner? - Are
. miot pride; hatred, and the other passions, as power=
ful tyrants in the mind of man; and 13 not the in~
terest which these passions: propose to themselves |
's by the enjoyment of their object, as prevalent a |
f%otive to evil as the hope of any pecuniary interest
“whatever ? LG : 2
But, to keep more closely to the point—Why
sliall not any credit be given to the ‘evidenc< cf an
VoL, 1L N N
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accomplice >—My lord Hale tell us, that heghath
been guiltyiof a gréat crime; and yet, if he had
been convicted and burnt in the band, all the
authorities tell us, that his credit had been re-
stored ; a more miraculous power of fire than.any
which/the Royal Society can preduce. « The same
happens if he be pardoned. MicT

Again, says lord Hale, he swears to save his own
life. This is not altogether so; for when one
felon hath impeached his companions, and 18 7
mitted an evidence against them, whatever be the
fate of his evidence, the impeacher always goes
free. To this, it is true, he hath no positive title,
:no more hath he, if a single felon be convicted on
his oath. Bat the practice is as I mention, and I
do not remember any instance to the contrary.

But what inducement hath the accomplice to
perjure himself ; or what reason can be assigned
‘why he should be suspected of it? That he him=
self was one of the robbers appears to a demon-
stration ; that he had accomplices in the robbery
is as certain. ‘Why then should he be induced to
impeach A and B, who are innocent, and: not C
and D, who are guilty ? Must he not think that -
he hath a better chance of convicting the guilty
than the innocent ? Is he not liable if he gives a
false information to be detected in it One of his
companions may be discovered and give a true in-
formation, what will then become of him and his
evidence ? And why should he do this? From a
motive of friendship ? Do the worst of men carry
this passion so much higher than is common with
the best ?  But he must not.only run the risque of .
‘his life but of his soul too. The very mention of
thig latter risque may appear ridiculons when it is
considered of what sorc of persons I am talking.
-But even these persons can scarce be thought so
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veryavoid of understanding as to lose their souls for
- nothing, and to commit the horrid sins of perjury -
and murder without any temptation, or prospect
of interest, nay, even against their interest. Such*
eharacters are not to be found in history, nor do
| they exist any where but in distempered brains,
‘and are always rejected as monsters when they are
prodaced in works of fiction : for surcly we spoil !
rerse rather than the sense by saying, nemo
atis fuit turpissimus. Under such circumstances,
" and under the caution of a good judge, and the
tenderness of an English jury, it will be the highest:
improbability that any man should be wrongfully,
convicted ; and utterly impossible to convict an
honest man : for I intend no more than that such
| evidence shall pat the prisoner on his defence, and
 oblige him either to controvert the fact by proving
. an alili, or by some other circumstance; or to
produce some reputable person to his character.
And this brings me to consider the second for-
tress of the criminal, in the hardiness of his own
evidence, :
The usnal defence of a thief, especially at the
i ©1d Bailey; is an alibi®: to prove this by per-
& jury is a common act of Newgate friendships and
| there seldom is any difficulty in procuring such
witnesses. Lremember a felon within this twelve-
i month to have been proved to be in Ireland at the
time when the robbery was sworn to have been
donein London, and acquitted ; but he was scarce
| gone from the bar, when the witness was himself
arrested for a robbery comnitted in London, at:
_that very time when he swore both he and his
friend were in Dublin; for which robbery, I
| think, he was tried and exccated. This kind of

¥

2 i, e. That he was ot ancther place ot the lime,
NNZ
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defence was in a great measure defeated by the
late baron Thempson, when be was recorder of
London, whose memory deserves great honour for .
the services he did the public in that post. These .
witnesses should always be examined with the nt--
most careand strictness, by which means the traths
(especially if there be more witnesses than ong to
the pretended fact) will generally be found out.-
And as to character, though I allow it to-have gu ats
weight, if opposed to the single evidence ‘of ams %

_ accomplice, it should surely have but little where
there is good and strong proof of the fact; and
none at alls unless it comes from the mouths of
persons who have themselyes some reputation and
credit.

SECT. X,

Of the Encouragement given to RolZers by frequent-
. Pardons.

I coxe now to the sixth encouragement to fe-
lons, from the hopes of a pardou, at least with the
condition of transportation. ; >
This I am aware is too tender a subject to speak
to. To pardon all crimes where the prosecution is
i bis pame, is an undoubted prerogative of the: |
king, I mayadd, itis his most amiable preroga-#.
tive, and that which, as Livy observes *, renders
kingly government most dear to the people :  for
' in a republic there is npsuch power. I may add
f@rther, that it seems to our excellent sovereign to

- ® Dec. 1.1, cap. 5. Esse gratie locum, esse beneficio: -
et irasei el igoscere posse (Regem scilicet); inter amicum
atque inimicum discrimen nosse: leges, rem surdam, inexoras
bilem esse, &,
i
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be the most favourite part of his prerogative, asit is
_the only one which bath been carried  to its
utmost extent in the present reign.

Here therefore I beg to direct myself only to
those persons who are within the reach of his
| majesty’s sacred ear. Such persons will, T hope,
| weigh” weil what I have said already on the
| subject of false compassion, all which is applicable
{ienithe present occasion : and since our king (as-
W s with less truth said of another ¥) is of all
| men the triest image of his Maker in mercy; T
| bope too much good-nature will transport: no
| nobleman so far as it once did a clergyman in
. Scotland, who, in the fervour of ks besevolence,

prayed to God that he would graciously be pleased
| to parden the poor devil. i

To speak out faitly and honestly f, though

| mercy may appear more amiable in a magistrate,
severity is a more wholesome virtue ; bay, s€=
verity to an’ individual may, perhaps, be in the

. end the greatest mercy, not only to the public ‘

" in general, for the rcason given -above, but to
| many individaals for the reasons to be presently
- assigned. . A
| To consider a human being in the dreadiof a
! sndden and violent death : to consider that his
[ life or death depend on your will; to reject
| the arguments which a good mind will officiously
[ \advanee to itself: that violent temptations, ne-
| cessity, youth, imadvertency, have burried him to
| the commissicn of a crime which hath been at=
" tended with no inbumanitys; to resist the impor-,gg
 tanities, cries, and tears of a tender wife, and
. affectionate children, who, though innocent, are.
to be reduced to misery and ruin by a strict ad=
. herence to justice :—these altogether form am
* Bs Dryden of Charles L + Dise. L3 ¢ 5.
3 ¥ K3

|
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object which whoever can look upon without
emotion must have a very bad mind ; and-who-
ever, by the force of reason, can conquer that
emotion must have a very strong one. >

And what can reasgn suggest on this occasion ?
First, that by saving this individual T sh.aél.hvbt}ng, .
many others into the same dreadful situation.
That the passions of the man are to give way .
to the principles of the magistrate.” Those
may lament the criminal, but these. muﬂt«‘ﬁ
demn him. It was nobly said by Bias to ‘ene
who admired at his shedding tears while he passed.
sentefice of death, < Nature exacts my tenderness,
but the law my rigour.” The elder Brutus ¥ is a
worthy pattern of this maxim; an example, says
Machiavel, most worthy of being transmitted to
posterity. - And Dionysius Halicarnasseus + calls
it a great and wonderful action, of which the
fiomans were proud in the most exiraordinary
degree. Whoever derives it therefore from the
waat of humane and paternal affections is unjust ;
no instances of his inhumanity are recérded.
¢ But the severity,’ says Machiavel, ¢ was not
ouly profitable, but necessary:' and why? Be-
cause a single pardon granted ex merd gratid et
Javore, is a link broken in the chain of jusﬁice,fand -
takes away the concatenation and strength g f the
whole. The danger and certainty of destruc i‘ i
arevery different objects, and strike the mind withs-
different degrees of force. It is of the very nature. -
of hope to be sauguix1¢‘,tand it will derive more

E \ oy o -

* He put his two sons"‘ﬁileath for conspiring with Tar-
quin.  Neither Livy nor Dionysius give any character of
cruelty to Brutus; indeed the latter tells us, that he was
supertor to all those passions which disturb human reason.
Ty iodfjepe|rerlay o5 Aoyicuss wadiy #0tp <pose

t Page <72, Edu., Hudson,
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encouragement from one pzrdon than diffidence
from twenty executions. : H
~ It is finely observed by Thucidides *, ¢ That
< thongh civil societies bave allotted the punish~
| ¢ ment of death to many crimes,-and to some of
< the inferior sort, yet hope inspires men to face
¢ the danger ; and no man ever came (o a dread-
¢ ful end who bad not a lively expectation of sur-
‘<viving his wicked machinations.'—Nothing cer-
ply can more contribute to the raisiug"of this
e ‘than_repeated examples of ill-grounded cle=
mency ; for, as Seucca says, ex clementid omnes
wdem sperant +, - R
‘Now what is the principal end of all punish-
ment ? is it not, as lord Hale $ expresses it, < To
< deter men from the breach of laws, so that they
¢ may not oflcad, and s not suffer at all ? And is
< not the inflicting of puniskment move for exam-
« ple, and to prevent evil, than to pusish 7 And
therefore, says be, presently afterwards. ¢ Death
< itself is necessary to be annexed to laws in many
< cases by the prudence of lawgivers, theugh pos-
¢ sibly beyond the single werit of the offence
< simply considered.” No man indeed ¢f comtmon
humanity or common scnse €an think the life’of
" a man and a few shillings to be of an equal "'cox;si-
deration, or that the Jaw in punishing theft with
ﬁa;a,, ‘proceeds (as perhaps a private person some-
‘Umes may) with any view to vengeance. The
error.of the example is the only thing proposed,
_and one man is sacrificed to the preservation of
thousands. 2 e ; ]
If therefore the terr ?‘Bf‘ this example is re-
moved (as it certainly is by frequent pardons) the
design of the law is rendered totally ineffectual ;
* P.174. Tidit. Hudson. - t De Clementa, lib. i ¢.1°

i Hale's Hist. vol. L p. 13. :
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the lives of the persons executed afre thrown
away, and sacrificed rather to the vengeance than
to the good of the publie, which receives no other
advantage than by getting rid of a thief, whose
place will immediately be supplied by another,
Here then we may cry out with the poet *

Seevior Ense
Parcendi Ralbies—————— 0

This T am confident may be asserted, that par- |
dons have brought many more men to the gallows
than they have saved from it. So true is that
sentiment of Machiavel, that examples of justice
are nMore merciful than the unbounded exercise of

pity .

SECT. XI.
~ ' Of the Manner of Execution.

'B{n; if every hope which I have mentioned fails

the thief'; if he should be discovered, apprehended,
prosecuted, convicted, and refused a pardon ;
what is his situation then? Surely most gloomy
and dreadful, without any hope, and without any
comfort. This is, perhaps, the case with the less'
practised, less spirited, and less dangerous rogues ;.
but with those of a different constitution it is
far otherwise. No hero sees death as the alter-
native which may attend his undertaking with
less terror, nor meets it in the field with more
imaginary glory. Pride, which is commonly the

- Uppermost passion in both, is in both treated with

* Claudian, 1 In his Prince;
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equal satisfaction.  The day appointed by law for
the thief’s shame is the day of glory in his own
opinion.  His procession to Tyburn, and his last.
moments there, are all trinmphant ; attended with
* the compassion of the meek and tender-hearted,
and with the applause, admiration, and envy, o§
all the bold and hardened. His bebaviour in his
pﬁcjli;{sntvcondition, not the crimes, how atrocious
ever, which brought him to it, are the subject
‘of contemplation. And if he bath sense enongh
| to'temper his bolduess with any degree of decency,
hi’s‘&ath is spoken of by many with honeur, by
miost with pity, and by all with approbatiofi.
How far such an example is from being an
‘abject of terror, especially to those for whose use
it is principally intended, 1 leave to the considera-
tion of every rational man; whether such exam-
ples as T have described are proper to be exhibited
must be submitted to our supeiors. 3
The great cause of this evil is the frequency of
executions : the knowledge of human nature will
prove this from reason 3 and the different effects
which executions produce in the minds of the
spectators in the couantry, where they:are rare,
and -in London, where they are common, will
convince us by experience. The thief who is
hanged to-day hath learned his intrepidity from
_the examplerof his banged predecessors, as others
are now taught o despise death, and to bear it
bereafter with boldness, from what they sce to-day.
One_way of preventin .the frequency of exe-
cutions is by removing th : cvil 1 am complaining -
of : for this effect in time becomes a cause ; and
~ greatly increases that very evil from which it first
~ arose. The design of those who first appointed
executions to be public was to add the punishment
pf shame to that of death; in order to make the
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example an object of greater terror. But’expe=
rience has shewn' us that the event is directly con--
trary to this intention. Indeed, a competent:
knowledge of human nature might have foreseen

e consequence. To unite the ideas of death

d shame' is not so easy as may be imagined ; all
ideas of the latter being absorbed by the former.
To prove this, I will appeal to any man who hath
seen an execution, ora procession to an exe,gi'im?fﬁ S5
let him tell me, when he hath beheld a¥poor
wietch, bound in a cart, just on the verge ’f'!
eternity, all pale and trembling with his approach-
ing fa@l whethier the idea of shame hath eyé‘rx
intruded on his mind ? Much less will the bold
daring rogue, who glories in his present condition,
inspire the beholder with any such sensation.

The difiiculty here will be easily explained, if’
we have recourse to the poets (for the good poet
and the good politician' do not differ so much as
some who know nothing of  either art, affirm, nor
woutld Homer or Milton have made the worst
legislators of their times) the great business is to
raise terror; and the poet will tell you that ad-
miration or pity, or both, are very apt to attend
~whatever is" the object of terror in the human
mind. ~ That is very useful to the poet, but very
hurtful on'the present occasion to the politician,
whose art is to be here employed to raise an sbject
of terror, and at the same time, as much as pos-
sible, to strip it of all pity and all admivation.”

To effect this, it,% ex’S that the execation
should be as soon as passiblc after the coxﬁﬁissionA
and conviction of the crime ; for if this be of an
atrocious kind, the resentment of mankind being
warm, would pursue the criminal {o his last end,
and all pity for the offender would be lost in de--
testation of the offence. Whereas, when execn-
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tions are delayed so long as they sometimes are,
the punishment and not the crime is considered ;
and no geod mind can avoid compassionating a set
-of wreiches who are put to death we kpow not
why, mnless, as it almost appears, to make &
‘holiday for, and to entertain, the mob. B
ondly, It shonld be in some degree private.
,@re the poets will again assist us. TForeigners
i@nd fault with the cruelty.of the English
ama, in representing frequent murders upon the

: ﬁ In fact, this is not only cruel, but highly:

fas
{ imndicions : a murder behind the scenesgif the
| peet knows how to manage it, will affectithe au- !
' dience with greater terror than if it was acled be-
fore their eyes. Of this we have an instance in
the murder of the king in DMacbeth, at which,
_when Garrick acts the part, it is scarce an hyper-
bole to say 1. have seen the hair of an audience
* stand an end,  Terror-hath, T believe, been car-
ried higher by this single instance than by all the
blood which hath been spilt on the stage.—~To
the poets I may add the priests, whose politics
bave never been doubted. Those of Egypt. in
particular, where the sacred mysteries were first
" devised, well knew the use of hiding fram the
.eyes of the vulgar what they intended should
_inspire them with the greatest awe and «dread.
“The mind of man is so much more capable of
' -magn.‘i?ng than his eye, that I question whether
~every object is not lessened by being looked upon ;
and "this more especially. when the passions ate
concerned : for these are ever apt to fancy much
" more satisfaction - in  those objects which they
.affect, and much more of mischief in those which
they abhor, than.arc really to be found in either.
If execations therefore were so contrived that
few could be present at them, they would be

>



420 . CAUSES OF THE

.much more shocking and terrible to the crowd
without doors than at present, as well as much
‘more dreadful to the criminals themselves, who
wouuld thus die in the presence only of their ene-
fimies ; and where the boldest of them would find
no cordial to keep up his spirits, nor any breath to
flatter his ambition. : o5 "' :

3dly, The esecation should be in th
degree solemn. It is not the essence of
itself, but the dress and apparatus of
make an impression on the wind, especiail;
the minds of the multitude, to whom beautyin *
rags is. never desirable, nor deformity in embrgi=
dery a disagreeable object. 2

Montaigne, who of all men, except enly Aris-
totle, seems best to have understood human na-
sure, enquiring into the causes why death appears
‘more terrible to the better sort of peaple than to
the meaner, expresses' himself thus : ¢ [ do verily'
¢ believe, that it is those terrible ceremonies and pre-
€ parations wherewith we set. it out that more
) ;qx;;ify.{us than the thing itself; a new and con-
. trary way of living, the-cries of mothers, wives,
apd children, the visits of astonished and afilicted
¢ friends, the attendance of pale and blubbered
¢ servants, awdark room set round with burping |
¢ tapers, our beds environed with physicians and
¢ divines, in fine, nothing but ghastliness and hor-
¢ ror round about us, render it so formidable thata
‘man almost fanciest himself dead and. buried
¢ already #.’ bt S

¢ If the image of death,” says the same author,
f was to appear thus dreadful to an-army they
¢ would be an army of whining milksops; and
¢ where is the difference but in the -apparatus:?

P33
15,

-

. _Montaigr_xe, Essay 195"
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¢ Thus in the field (I may add at the gallows)
¢ what is enconntered with® gaiety and unconcern,
¢ in a sick bed becomes the most dreadful of all
“gbjects.’ ! : >

Tn Holland the execations (which are very rare)

" are incredibly solemn. They are performed” in &
: ca ‘before the stadthouse, and attended by all
trates. The effect of this solemnity is
ble to those who have observed it in
, or felt it in themselves ; and to this perhaps,

i > than to any other cause, the rareness of ex~

¥ ecations in that country is owing.

,, Now the following method which I shall'ven-
ture to prescribe, as it would include all the three
particulars of celerity, privacy, and solemnity, 50

- would it, I think, effectnally remove all the evils

. complained of, and which at present attend the"
manner of inflicting capital punishment.

Suppose then that the court at the Old Bailey
was, at the end of the trials, to be adjourned
during” four' days ; that against the adjournment,
day a gallows was erected in the area before the
court ; that the criminals were all brought down
on that day to receive sentence ; and that this was
executed the very moment after it was pronounced,

~ in the sight and presence of the judges. « o

Nothing can, I think, be imagined (not even'
' torture, which I am an enemy to the very thoonght
of ad[?gng) more terrible than such an execu-
tion ; and I leave it to any man to resolve himself
~upon reflection, whethe¥ sach a day at the Old
" Bailey or 4 holiday at 13

rn would make the
strongest impression on the minds of every one.
Thus I have, as well as I am able, finished the
| task which I proposed; have endecavoured to
.trace the evil from tHe very fountain-head, and
to shew whence it originally springs; as well as ail
VOL, XIT} 60
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the supplies it receives, till it becomes a torrent, .
which at present threatens to bear down all be- ..
fore it.

And here I must agam obser»e, that if the for—-.
mer part of this treatise should-raise any attention

o the leglslature, so as effectually to put astop fo.
the luxury of the lower people, to force '
to industry, and to provide for them wl
trious; the latter part of my labour wi
very little wse; and indeed all thes
can be taken in this latter part, and:aib™t
dies which can be devised, without app
cure to the former, will be only of the pal
kind, which maypatch up the disease, and
the bad cffecls, ut never can totally remoye it

Nor, in plain trath, will the ntmost severity to

_offenders be justifiable unless we take every pos- -
sible method of preventing the offence. Nemoad
supplicia crigenda provenit, nisi qui remedia cen-
smnpul says Sepeca ¥, where he represents the. -,
governors of kingdoms in the amiable light of pa-

- rems. «The Sllb_]CCt as well as the child shonld be

wlgfygvxbhaut excuse before he is punished ;. for in

_ that case alone the rod becomes the band cither of

‘parentor the magtsn'ate.

& terp’ptanons therefore are to be carefully
moved out of the way ; much less is the. glea of
necessity to be left in the mouth of any. This. .
plea of necessity is never admitted in law ;
but the reason of this is, says lord Hale, & use it
is so difficalt to discawer the truth. ~ Ind that it
is not always certai se i

& : it oo
tosour pelity ; for whatican be more sbockthg ‘
to see an industrious poor creature, who is able -

and willing to labour, forced by mere w ant pto. -

* De Clementxa, h’) i F:agm
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