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4 HUMPHRY CLINKER. e
‘addreffed to her; and he did not fail to mingle
- them with religious refle@ions, touching free grace; |

knowing her biafs to methodifm, which he alfo
profefled upon a Calviniftical model.

For my part, I could not help thinking this |

#lawyer was not fuch an invalid as he pretended to-
be. T obferved he ate very heartily three times a,
day; and though his bottle was marked Stomachick
Tintture, he hadrecourfe to it fo often, and feemed
to fwallow it with fuch peculiar relifh, that I fuf-
petted itwas not compounded in the apothecary’s
fhop, or the chymift's laboratory. One day, whilel
he was earneft in difcourfe with Mrs. Tabitha, and i
his fervant had gone out on fome occafion or other, |
I dextroufly exchanged the labels and fituation of |
his bottleand mine ; and having tafted his tincture,
faund it was excellent claret. I forthwith handed
it about to fome of my neighbours ; and it was
quite emptied before Mr. Micklewhimmen had oc-
cafion to repeat his draught. At length, turning
about, he took hold of my bottle, inftead of his
own; and, filling a largeglafs, drank to thehealth -
of Mrs. Tabitha. It had fearce touched his lips,

“when he perceived the change which had been put
upon him, and was at firft a little out of counte- |
nance.  He feemed to retire within himfelf, in or-
der to deliberate ; and in half a minute his refolu- |
tion was taken. Addrefling himfelf to our quar- |
-ter—*¢ T give the gentleman credit for his wit,” faid ||
he; it was a gude praical joke : but fometimes |

4 joci i feria ducunt mala. 1 hope, for his own.:
fake, he has na drank all the liccor ; for it was a |
vara poorful infufion of jallop in Bourdeaux wine 5 |
as it’s poffable he may ha’ ta’en fic a dofe as will
produce-a terrible cataftrophe in his ain booels,’

By far the greater part of the contents had fallen |
to the fhare of a young:clothier from Leeds, who »
had conte to make a figure at Harrowgate, and was,
in-effect, a great coxcomb in his way. Itwas ‘with

: : a view




Bl HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5
w to laugh at his fellow-guelts, as well as to
fy the lawyer, that he had emptied the bottle,
when it came to his turn, and he had Jaughed ac-
cordingly : but now his mirth gave way to his ap-
p‘éelxen(ion. He began to {pity to make wry faces,
| apd writhe himfelf into various contortions. ¢ Damn
the tuff!’ cried hes ¢ I thought it had a villainous
~ewang! Pah! He that would cozen a Scot, mun get
oop betimes, and take Old Scrateh for his counfel-
Yor '—¢ In troth, mefter what-d’ye’ca'um,’ replied
the lawyer, ¢ your wit has run you into a filthy
yuddle £ I'm truly confarned for your waeful cafe.
The beft advice T can give you in fic a dilenma, is
to fend an exprels to Rippon for Doctor Waugh,
without delay; and, in the mean time, {wallow all
the oil and butter you can find in the hoofe, to de-
fend your poor (tomach and intaftins from the vil-
Tication of the particles of the jallap, which is varg
violent, even when taken in moderation.’

The poor clothier's torments had already be-
gun; he retired, roaring with pain, to his own
chamber ; the oil was*fwallowed, and the doctor
fent for; but before he arrived, the miferable pa-
tient hhad made fuch difcharges upwards and down-
wards, that nothing remained to give him farther
offence: and this double evacuation was produced
by imagination alone ; for what he had drank was

ennine wine of Bourdeaux, which the lawyer had

rought from Scotland for his own private ufe.
The clothier, finding the joke turn out fo expen-
fiye and difugreeable, quitted the houle next morn-
ing, leaving the triumph to Micklewhinuuen, who
enjoyed it internally, without any outward fidns of
exultation : on the contrary, he affected to pity the
‘young man for what he had fuffered ; and acquired
frefh credit from this fhew of moderation. :

It was about the middle of the night which fire-
“ceeded this adventure, that the vent of the kitchen-
chimney being foul, the foot took fire, and the
feYou in : B alarm
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: HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5
At that inftant, the landlord of the houfe called
" out with an andible voice, that the fire was extin-
guifhed, and the Jadies had nothing farther to fear.
This was a welcome note to the andience, and pro-
‘duced an immediate effect; the fhrieking ceafed,
land a confufed found of expoftulation enfued, I
conducted Mrs. Tabitha and my fifter to their own
chamber, where Liddy fainted away ; but was foon
brought to herfelf. Then I went to offer my fer-
wices to the other ladies, who might want affiftance.
They were all fcudding through the paffage to their
feveral apartments; and as the thoroughfare was
Tighted by two lamps, I had a pretty good obferva-
tion of them in their tranfit; but as moft of them
were naked to the finock, and all their heads
fhrouded in huge night-caps, I could not diftin-
guifh one face from another, though I recognizéd
i fome of their voices. Thefe were generally plain-
tive; fome wept, fome fcolded, and fome prayed.
1 lifted up one poor old gentlewoman, who had
been overturned and fore bruifed by a multitude of
feet; and this was alfo the cafe with the lame par-
fon from Northumberland, whom Micklewhimmen
had in his paffage overthrown, though not with
impunity ; for the cripple, in falling, gave him
fuch a good pelt on the head with his crutch, that
the blood followed.

As for the lawyer, he waited below till ithe
hurly-burly was over; and then ftole foftly to his
own chamber, from whence he did not venture to
make a fecond fally till eleven in the forenoon ;
when he was led into the public room by his own
iervant and anpther affiftant, groaning moft woe-
fully, with a bloody napkin round l\isg‘head. But
things were greatly altered; the felfifh bratality of
his behaviour on the ftairs had fteeled their hearts

{"againlt all his arts and addrefs. Not a foul offered
| 0 accommodate him with a chair, cufhion, or foot-

ool fo that he was abliged to fit down on a hard
' Bz =iy wooden



. HUMPHRY CLINKER. :
wooden bench. In that pofition, he looked around
with a rueful afpeét; and, bowing very low, faid
in a whining tone—¢ Your moft humble feryant,
ladies, Fire is a dreadful calamity I'—¢ Fire puri-
fies gold, and it tries friendfhip,’ cried Mrs. Ta-
bitha, bridling. ¢ Yea, Madam,’ replied Mickle-
whimmen, ¢ and it trieth difcretion alfo.—¢ 1f dif-
cretion confifts in forfaking a friend in adverfity,
vou are eminently poffeffed of that virtue,® refumed
our aunt. ¢ Na, Madam," rejoined the advocate,

well T wot, T cannot claim any merit from the *
mode of my retreat. Ye'll pleafe to obferve, la- |

dies, there are twa independent principles that ac-

tuate our nature. One is inftinét, which we have |

in common with the brute creation ; and the other

is reafon. Noo, in certain great emergencies, whem |

2e faculty of reafon is fufpended, infhinét takes the
Jead ; and when this predominates, having no affi~

- pity with reafon, it pays no fort of regard to its
conneltions ; it only operates for the prefervation
of the individual, and that by the moft expeditious
and effetual means; therefore, begging your par-
don, ladies, I’'m not accountable in foro confeientiz for

what I did while under the influence of this irre-
fiftible pooer.’ i

Here my uncle interpofing—¢ I fhould be glad to |
know,’ faid he, ¢ whether it wasinftinct that prompt=
ed you to retreat with bag and baggage; for I
think you had a poertmanteau on your fhoulder.” |
The lawyer anfwered, without hefitation—¢ Gif T
might tell my mind freely, without incurring the |
fufpicion of prefumption, I fhould think it was
fomething fuperior to either reafon or inftinét which -
fuggefted that meafure; and this on a twafald ac- |
coont. In ‘the firft place, the portmanteau con-
tained the writings of a worthy nobleman’s eftate;
and their being burnt would have ‘occafioned @ |
lofs that could not be repaired. Secondly, my good |
‘angel feems to have laid the portmantle’ on my

thoulders, |
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3 HUMPHRY CLINKER, 1
~ firipped, opens the door to the fea-ward, where he
-ﬁmjjs. the guide ready, and plunges headlong into
the water. After having bathed, he re-afcends
into the apartment by the fteps, which had been
fhifted for that purpofe, and puts on his cloaths at
his leifure, while the carriage is drawn back again
upon the dry land ; {o that he has nothing farther
to do but to open the door, and come down as he
went up. Should he be fo weak or o ill as to re-
‘quire a fervant to put off and on his cloaths, there ,
is room enough in the apartment for half a dozen
pegple. ‘The guides who attend the ladies in the
water are of their own fex ; and they and the fe-
male bathers have a drefs of flannel for the fea;
nay, they are provided with other conyeniencies for
the fupport of decorum. A certain number of the
machines are fitted with tilts, that project from the
- deaward ends of them, fo as to fcreen the bathers
Hrom the view of all perfons whatfoever. ‘The
beach is admirably adapted for this prattice, the
~defcent being gently gradual, and the fand foft as
velvet; but then the machines can be ufed only at
‘2 certain time of the tide, which varies every day :
{0 that fometimes the bathers are obliged to rife
very early in the morning. For my part, I love
fwimming as an exercife, and can enjoy it atall
times of the tide, without the formality of angappa--
ratus.. Youand T have often plunged together inte
the Ifis; but the fea is a much more noble bath, for
health as well as pleafure. - You cannot conceive
what a flow of fpirits it gives, and how it braces
every finew of the human frame. Were 1 to enu-~
merate half the difeafes which are every day cured
by fea-bathing, you might jufily fay you had re-
‘ceived a treatife, inflead of a letter, fronmyour at-
fectionate friend and feryant, =
. Scarborongh, July s, J. Melford.
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e To Dr. Lewis,

T zAvE not found all the benefit I expeted at
Scarborough, where I have been thefe eight days,
From Harrigate we came hither by the way of York,
where we ftaygd only one day to vilit the Calftle, the
Minfter, and the Aflembly-Room. The firft, which
was heretofore a fortrefs, is now converted into a
prifon, and is the beft, in alt refpeéls, I cver faw
at home or abroad. It ftands in a high f{ituation,
cxtremely well ventilated ; and has a {pacious area |
within the walls, for the health and convenience of
all the prifoners, except thofe whom it is nc-
ceflary to fecure in clofe confinement. Even thefe
laft have all the comforts that the nature of their
fituation can admit. Here the affizes are held, in a
gange of buildings eretted for that purpofe. :

As for the Minfter, T know not how to diftin-
guifh it, except by its great fize, and the height of
its {pire, from thofe other ancient chiirches in dif-
ferent parts of the kingdom which ufed to be called
monuments of Gothick architecture ; but it is now
agreed, that this ftile is Saracen rather than Go-
thick ; and T fuppofe it was firft imported int
England from Spain, great part of which was ur

. der the dominion of the Moors. Thefe Britifh ar-
.chiteéts who adopted this ftile, do not feem to have
confidered the propriety of their adoption. The
climate of the country poffefled by the Moors or
Saracens, both in Africa and .Spain, was fo ex-
ceedingly hot and dry, that thofe who built places |
of worfhip for the multitude, employed their ta-
lents in contriving edifices that thould be cool ;.
and, for this purpofe, nothing could be better
adapted than thofe buildings; vaft, narrow, dark,:
and lofty, impervious to the fun-beams, and having
little communfcation with the fcorched external at-
miofphere ; but ever affording a refrefhing coolnefs,
like {ubterranéan cellurs in the heats of fummer,:

, : ; or




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 13
‘or natural caverns in the bowels of huge moun-
tains. But nothing could be more prepofterous
than to imitate fuch a mode of architeéture in a
* country like England, where the climate is cold,
and the air eternally loaded with yapours; and
where, of confequence, the buildr‘s intention
fhould be to keep the people dry and warm. For
niy part, :I never entered the Abbey-church at
Bath but once, and the moment I ftepped over the
-threfhold, I found myfelf chilled to the very mar-
row of my bones. When we confider that, in our
churches in general, we breathe a grofs ftagnated
air, furcharged with damps from vaults, tombs,
and charnel-houfes, may we not term them fo ma-
ny magazines of rheums, created for the benefit of
the medical faculty; and fafely aver, that more
‘bodies are loft, than fouls faved, by going to’
church, in the winter efpecially, which may be faid
‘to engrofs eight months in the year. I fhould be
glad to know what oftence it would give to tender
confciences, if the houfe of God was made more
.comfortable, or lefs dangerous to the health of va-
letudinarians ; and whether it would not be an en-
couragement to piety, as well as the falvation of
many lives, if the place of worfhip was well floor-
ed, wainfcotted, warmed, and ventilated, and its
area kept facred from the pollution of the dead.
The praétice of burying in churches was the effect.
of ignorant fuperftition, influenced by kpavifh
priefts, who pretended that the devil could have no
power over the defunét, if he was interred in holy
ground ; and this, indeed, is the only reafon that
-can be given for confecrating all cemetaries, even
at this day. .

The external appearance of an old cathedral can-
not but be difpleating to the eye of every man who
has any idea of propriety and proportion, even
though he may be ignorant of architeCture as a
icience 5 and the long ilender {pire puts one in mmfd

: Q
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T4 HUMPHRY CLINKER.. !
of acriminal impaled, with a {harp ftake rifing up
through his fhoulder. Thefe towers, or fieeples,
were likewife borrowed from the Mahometans;
who, having no bells, ufed fuch minarets for the
purpofe of calling the people to prayers. They
may be of farﬁer ufe, however, for making obferva-
tions and fignals; but I would vote for their being
diftinCt from the body of the church, becaufe they
ferve only to make the pile more barbarons, or
Saracenical. : s
- There is nothing of this Arabic architecture in
the Affembly-Room, which feems to me to have
been built upon a defign of Palladio, and might be
converted into an elegant place of worfhip ; but it
is indifferently contrived for that fort of idolatry
which is performed in it at prefent. The grandeur
«0f the fane gives a diminutive effect to the little
painted divinities that are adored in it; and the |
company, on a ball-night, muft look like an affem-
bly of fantaftick fairies, revelling by moon-light |
among the columns of a Grecian temple.

Scarborough feems to be falling off in point of
reputation. All thefe places, Bath excepted, have!
their vogue, and then the fafhion changes. T am
perfuaded, there are fifty fpas in England as effi-
cacious and falutary as that of Scarborough, thengh
they have not yet rifen to fame; and, perhaps, ne- |
ver will, unlefs fome medical economift thould find |
an intereft in difplaying their virtues to the publick |
view. Be that as it may, recourfe will always be |
had to this place for the convenience of fea-bathing, |
while this praétice prevails; but it were t~ be wifhed |
they would make the beach more acceffible to in- |
wvalids. > ; ) s |

I have here met with my old acquaintance, H—, -
whom you have often heard me mention as one of
the moft original charafters upon earth. 1 firlk
knew him at Venice, and afterwards faw himuin dif-
ferent parts of Italy, where he was well l«':nownl by

; ¥ the o
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‘his paffage in a fhip bound for Leghorn, and his|

 conferred with M. dc Voltaire at Fernay, refumed his qld
- circuit at Genoa, and died iin 1767, at the houfe of Vanim

16 . HUMPHRY CLINKER. i
tangent to vifit fome trees at his country-houfe in _
England, which he had planted above twenty years -
ago, after the plan of the double colonnade in the
piazza of St. Peter's at Rome. He came hither to |
Scarborough, to pay his refpeéts to his noble friend |
and former pupil the M of G ; and, for-
getting that he is now turned of feventy, {acrificed fo
Tiberally to Bacchus, that next day he was fecized
with a fit of apoplexy, which has a little impaived
his memory ; but he retains all the oddity of his
charaCter in perfeétion, and is going back to Italy,
by the way of Geneva, that he may have a confe- |
rénce with his friend Voltaire, about giving the lalt
blow to the Chriftian fuperftition. He intends to
take fhipping here for Holland or Hamburgh; for |
it is a matter of great indifference to him at what
part of the contineat he firft lands. ol

When he was going abroad the laft time, he took:

baggage was actually embarked. In going down the
river, by water, he was by miftake put on board of
another veflel under fail; and, upon enquiry, un- |
derftood fhe was bound to Peterfburgh. ¢ Peterf-.
burgh! Peterfburgh!’ faid he; ¢ I don’t care if T
go along with you.” He forthwith ftruck a bargaia
with the captain; bought a couple of fhirts of the
mate, and was fafe conveyed to the court of Muf-
covy, from whence he travelled by land to receive
his baggage at Leghorn. He is now more likely
than ever to execute a whim of the fame nature; |
and I will hold any wager, that, as he cannot be
{uppofed to live much longer, according to the
cour(e of nature, his exit will be as odd as his life
has been extravagant.* . But,

* %
% This gentleman croffed the fea to France, vifited and

in Florence. Being taken with a fuppreflion of urine, he
refolved, in imitation of Pomponius Alticus, to take himfelf]
: 2

5
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: ~ HUMPHRY CLINKER. i a7
. But, to return from one humorift to another;
you muft know I have received benefit both from
the chalybeate and the fea, and would have ufed
| them Jonger, had not a moft ridiculous adventure,
‘by making'me the town-talk, obliged me to leave
| the place; forl cannot bear the thoughts of afford-
ing a fpectacle to the multitude. Yefterday morn-
ing, at fix o'clock, I went down to the bathing-
‘place, attended by my fervant Clinker, who waited
‘on the beach as ufual. - The wind blowing from the
north, and the weather being hazy, the water proved
{o chill, that, when I rofe from my firft plunge, I
‘could not help fobbing and bawling out from the
teffefts of the cold. Clinker, who heard me cry,
‘and faw me indiftinétly a good way without the
guide, buffeting the waves, took it for granted I
was drowning ; and, rufhing into the fea, cioathsagg,
all, overturned the guide in his hurry to fave his
mafter, I had {wam out a few ftrokes ; when, hear-
ing a noife, I turned about; and faw Clinker already
up to his neck, advancing towards me, with all the
wildnefs of terror in his afpet. Afraid he would
get out of his depth, I made halte to meet him ;.
when, all of a fudden, he feized me by one ear, and
dragged me, bellowing with pain, upon the dry
beach, to the aftonifhment of all the people, men,
‘women, and children, there affembled. ;

‘off by abftinence ; and this refolution he executed like an
ancient Roman. He faw company to thelaft, cracked his
jokes, converfed freely, and entertained his guefts with mu-
fick. On the third day of his faf, he found himfelfentirely
frecd of his complaint; but refufed taking fuftenance, He
faid the moft difagreeable part of the voyage was paft, and he
fhould be a curfed fool indeed to put aboutihip when hewas
jult entering the harbour. In thefe fentiments he perfifted,
without any marks of affe@ation; and thus finithed his
courfe with fuch eafe and ferenity, as would haye done ho-
_ Bour to the firmell ftoic of antiquity.
L S¥ior: 117 0y 1 was
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- I was fo exalperated by the pain of my ear, and |
the difgrace of being expofed in fuch an attitude,
that, in the fir(t tranfport, I ftruck him down ; then |
running back into the fea, took fhelter in the ma- |
chine, where my cloaths had been depofited. I
foon recollegted myfelf fo far as to do juftice to.
the poor fellow, who, in great fimplicity-of heart,

~ had atted from motives of fidelity and affettion.

»

Opening the door of the machine, which was im-

mediately drawn on fhore, I faw him {tanding by
the wheel, dropping like a water-work, and trem.
bling from head' to foot, partly from cold, and |
partly from the dread of having offended his mafter, |
T made my acknowledgments for the blow he had |
received, affured him 1 was not angry,, and infifted
upon his going home immediately to (hift hiscloaths; |
“a‘command which he could hardly find in his heart |
to execute, fo well difpofed was he to furnifh the|
mob with farther entertainment at my expence..
Clinker’s intention was laudable, without all doubt ;|
but, neverthelefs, I am a fufferer by his fimplicity. |
T have had a burning heat, and a {trange buzzing |
noife, in that ear, ever fince it was {o roughly treat- |
ed; and I cannot walk the ftreet, without being
pointed at as the monfter that was hauled naked
afhore upon the beach. Well, T affirm that folly
is often more provoking than knavery ; aye, and |
more mifchievous too: and whether a man had not/|
better chufe a fenfible rogue, than an honeft ﬁmpl'e-}q
ton, for his f{ervant, is no matter of doubt with
your's, |

Scarborough, July 4. - Matt. Bramble,

|

‘To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart. of JefusCollege,Oxoni
* Dear Watt. ) M
W e made a precipitate retreat from Scarborough,

owing to the exceffivé delicacy of our fquire, wiio.

cannot bear the thoughts of being prefereuntiuns.
digilo nigaflratis, One
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One morning, while he was bathing in the fea,
his man Clinker took it in his head that his mafter
was in danger of drowning ;- and, in this conceit,
plunging into the water, he lugged him out naked
on the beach, and almoft pulled off his ear in the
operation. You may guefs how this atchievement
was relifhed by Mr. Bramble, who is impatient,
irafcible, and has the moft extravagant ideas of de-
cency and decorum in the &conomy of his own per-
fon. In the firft ebullition of his choler, he knock-
ed Clinker down with his fift; but he afterwards
made him amends for this outrage, and, in order
to avoid the farther notice of the people, among
whom this incident had made him remarkable, hLe
refolved to leave Scarborough the next day.

We fet out accordingly over the moors, by the
way of Whitby, and began our journey betimes, ins
hopes of reaching Stockton that night; but in this
hope we were difappointed. In the afternoon,
crofling a deep gutter, made by a torrent, the coach
was fo hard, ftrained, that one of theirons which
connett the frame fnapped, and the leather fling on

the fame fide cracked in the middle. The fheck
was fo great, that my fifter Liddy ftruek her head
againft Mrs. Tabitha's nofe with fuch violence, that
the blood flowed; and Win. Jenkins was darted
through a fmall window, in that part of the carri-
age next the horfes, where fhe ftuck like a bawdin
the pillory, till fhe was releafed by the hand of Mr.
Bramble.. We were eight miles diftant from any
place where we could be fupplied with chaifes, and
it was impoffible to proceed with the coach until
the damage fhould be repaired. In this dilemma,
‘we difcovered a black{mith’s forge on the edge of -
a fmall common, about half a mile from the {cene
of our difafter, and thither the poftilions made
fhift to draw the carriage flowly, whilft the:company
walked a-foot: but we found the blackfmith had
been dead fome days ; and his wife, who liad been
i s Cogri lately
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lately delivered, was deprived of her fenfes, under
the care of a nurfe hired by the parith. We were
exceedingly mortified at this difappointment; which, |
‘however, was{urmounted by the help of Humphry
Clinker, who is a furprizing compound of genins
and fimplicity. Finding the tools: of the defunét,
together with fome coals, in the fmithy, he un-
{crewed the damaged iron in a twinkling, and,
kindling a fire, united the broken pieces with equal
dexterity and difpatch. While he was at work |
upon this operation, the peor woman in the ftraw,
ftruck with the well-known found of the hammer
and anvil, flarted up, and, notwithftanding all the
nurfe’s efforts, came running into the {mithy 5 where
throwing her arins about Clinker's neck—¢ Ah,
Jacob,® cried fhe, ¢ how could you leave me in fuchi

a condition ?* : 3 ;
" This incident was too pathetick to occafion mirth;
it brought tears into the eyes of all prefent. .The
poor widow was put to bed again; and-we did not |
leave tlie village without doing fomething for her
benefit. Even Tabitha's charity was awakened on
this occafion. As for the tender-hearted Humphry .
Clinker, h€ hammered theiron and wept at the fame
time. But his ingennity was not confined to his |
own province of farrier and blackf{mith : it was ne-
ceffary to join the leather fling which had been
broke ; and this fervice he likewife performeds by |
means of a broken awl, which he new-pointed and |
ground ; a little-hemp which he fpun into lingels ;-
and a few tacks, which he made for the purpofe. |
Upon the whole, we were in a condition to proceed
“in little, more than one hour; but even this delay]
obliged us to pafs the night at Gifborongh. Next]
day we croffed the Tees, at Stockton, which is'a
“neat agreeable town ; and there we refolved to
dine, with purpofe to lie at Durham. PR

Whom fhould we meet in the yard, when we
alighted, but Martin the adventurer? Having
' handed
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i HUMPHRY CLINKER. . ‘
oof quitting the kingdom altogether. It is upon this
alternative that I now beg leave to afk your advice.
1 have had information of all your route fince I had |
the honour to fee you at Stevenage ; and, fuppofing
you would come this way from Scarborough, I
came hither laft night from Darlington, to pay you
my refpects. i 4
< It'would be no difficult matter to provide you |
with an afylum in the country,’ replied my uncle ;
¢ but a lite of indolence and obfcurity would not
fuit with your ative and enterprifing difpofition. |
1 would therefore advife you to try your fortune in |
the Baft Indies. Iwill give you a letter toafriend |
in London, who will recommend you to the direc-
tors, fora commiflion in the company’s fexvice ; and |
if that cannot be obtained, you will at leaft be re-
‘ceived as a volunteer : in which cafe, you may pay
for your paffuge, and I fhall undertake to proeure
vou fuch credentials, that you will not be long
without a commiffion.’ : e
Martin embraced the propofal with great eager-
nefs : it was therefore refolved, that he fhould fell
his horfe, and take a paffage by fea for London, to
execute the projett without delay. In the mean
time he accompanied us to Durham, where we took
up our guarters for the night. Here, being fur-
nifhed with letters from my uncle, hetook hisleave
of us with ftrong fymptoms of gratitude and attach-
ment, and fet out for Sunderiand, in order to em-
bark in the firft collier bound for the River Thames.:
He had not been gone half an hour, when we were
joined by another charatter, which promifed fome-:
thing extraordinary. A tall, meagre figure, an-
fwering, with his horfe, the defcription of Don
Quixote mounted on Rozinante, appeared in the
‘twilight at the inn door, while my aunt and Liddy
“{tood at a window in the dining-room. He wore a
‘coat, the cloth of whicli had once been fcarlet,
trimmed with Brandenburghs, now totally deprivefd
) Chi.
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of theft metal ; and he had holfter-caps and houfing
of the fame Ruff and fame antiquity. Perceiving

" ladies at the window above, he endeavoured to dif-
“mount with the moft graceful air he could affumne ;
* but the oftler negleéting to hold the ftirrup,, when
_he wheeled off his right foot, and ftood with his
whole weight on the'ather, the girth unfortunately
f‘fa,ve way, the faddle turned, down came the cava-
lier to the ground, and his hat and periwig falling
i off, difplayed a head.piece of various colours,
‘patched and plaiftered ina woeful condition. The
Ja 'e‘?},‘at the window above, fhrieked with affright,
‘on the fuppofition that the firanger had received
fome notible damage in his fall ; but the “greateft
‘injury he had fuftained arofe from the difhonour of
his defcent, aggravated by the difgrace of expofing
the condition of his cranium ; for certain plebeidns
that were "about the door, laughed aloud, in the
belief that the captain had got either a fcald head,
or a broken head, both equally opprobrious.
He forthwith leaped up in a fury, and {natching
one of his piftols, threatened to put the oftler to
* death, when ancther fquall from the women check-
ed his refentment.  He then bowed to the window,
while he kiffed the butt end of his piftol, which he
replaced ; adjufted his wig in great confufion, and
Jed his horfe into the {table. By this time I had
come to the door, and could not help gazing at the
firange figure that prefented itfelf to my view. He
would have meafured above fix feet in height, had
he ftood upright ; but he ftooped very much; was
| very narrow in the fhoulders, and very thick in the
calves of his legs, which were cafed in black fpat-
terdaflies. ~ As for his thighs, they were long and
flender, like thofe of a;grafshopper ; his face wasat
Jeaft halfa yard in length, brown, and fhrivelled,
with projetting cheek-bones, little grey eyes, on
the greenith hue, a large hook-nofe, a pointed chin,
a mouth from ear to ear, very il mrmthed-wllth
: ! teeth,
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teeth, and a high narrow forchead, well furgowed

with wrinkles. ~ His horfe was exaltly in the fiyle
ol it’s rider ; a refurrection of drybones, which (as
‘we afterwards learned) he valued exceedingly, as
the only prefent he had ever received in his life.
Having feen this fayourite fleed properly accom-
modated in the ftable, he fent up his compliments.
to the ladies, begging permiffien to thank them in
perfon for the marks of concern they had thewn at
his difafter in the court-yard. As the fquire faid
they could not decently decline his vifit, he was
{hewn up ftairs, and paid his refpects in the Scotch
dialect, with much formality. ¢ Laddies,” faid he,.
s perhaps ye may be fcandaleezed at the appearance.
my heed made, when it was uncovered by accident ;-
but T can affure you the condition you faw itin,. is
neither the effefls of difeafe nor of drunkennefs; -
but an honeft fcar received in the fervice of my
country. He then gave us to underftand, that hav-
ing been wounded at Ticonderago in America, a |
party of Indians rifled him, fcalped him, broke his
{kull with the blow of a tomahawk, and left him for,
dead in the field of battle; but that being after-
wards found with figns of life, he had been cured in
the French hofpital, though the lofs of fubftance
could not be repaired 5 fo that the fkull was left
naked in feveral places, and thefe he covered with
patches. ; Vel
- There 15 no hold by which an Englithman is
fooner taken than that of compaffion. We were
immediately interelted in behalf of this veteran.
Even Tabby’s heart was melted ; but our pity was -
warmed with indignation, when we learned,: that
in the courfe of two fanguinary wars, he had been
wounded, maimed, mutilated, taken, and enflaved,
without ever having atrained a higher rank than
that of a lieutenant. My uncle’s eyes gleamed; and
his nether lip quivered, while he exclaimed——¢ [
vow to God, Sir, your calg is a reproach to the
A e s e S e ~ fervice.
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fervice. 'The injulltice you have met with is fo fla~ -
| grant—" ¢ I muft crave your pardon, Sir,” cried the
other, interrupting him ; ¢ I complain of no injuf-
tice. T purchaled an enfigncy thirty years ago ;
and, in the courfe of fervice, rofe to be a lieute-
nant, according to my feniority.’—¢ But in fuch a
length of time,’ refumed the {quire, ¢ you nmift have
feen a great many young officers put over your
head.'—¢ Neverthelefs,” faid he, ¢TI have no caufe
to murmur. They bought their preferment with
theirmoney. I had no money to carry to market;
| that was my misfortune ; but nobody was to blame.”
—¢ What | no friend to advance a fum of money?’
faid Mr. Bramble. ¢ Perhaps, I might have bor-
rowed money for the purchafe of a company,’ an-
fivered the other; ¢but that loan mnufthave been
refunded ; and I did not choofe toincumber myfelf
with a debt of a thoufand pounds, to be paid from
an income of ten fhillings a day.’—¢ So you have
fpent the beft part of your life,” cried Mr. Bram-
ble, ¢ your youth, your blood, and your conftitu-
tion, amid(t the dangers, the difficulties, the hor-
rors, and hardfhips'of war, for the confideration of
three or four fhillings a day; a confideration—"
¢ Sir,” replied the Scot, with great warmth, ¢ you
are the man that does me injuftice, if you fay or
think I have been aétuated by any fuch paltry con-
fideration. I am a gentleman; and entered the
fervice as other gentlemen do, with fuch hopes and
fentiments as honourable ambition infpires. 1f I
lave not been lucky in the lottery of life, {o neither
do I think myfelf unfortunate. I owe no man a
farthing;; I can always command a clean fhirt, a
mutton-chop, and a trufs of firaw ; and when 1
die, I fhall leave effetts fufficient to defray the ex-
pence of my burial.? -~
. My uncle alfured him, he had no intention to
. give him the leaft oftence, by the obfervations he
had made ; but, on the contrary, fpoke from a
fentiment
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fentiment of friendly regard to his intereft. The
Yieutenant thanked him with a fliffnefs of civility,
which nettled our old gentleman, who perceived
that his moderation was all affected ; for, whatfo-
ever his tongue might declare, his whole appear-
ance denoted diffatisfaction. In fhort, without pres
tending to judge of his military merit, I think I
may affirm, that this Caledonian is a felf-conceited:
edant, aukward, rude, and difputacious. He has
1ad the benefit of a {chool-education, feems to have
read a good number of books, his memory is tena-
cious, and he pretends to fpeak feveral different
languages; but he is fo addiéted to wrangling, that
he will cavil at the cleareft truths, and, in the pride
of argumentation, attempt to reconcile contradic.
tions. Whether his addrefs and qualifications are
really of that ftamp, whichis agreeable to the tafte

of our aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, or that indefatigable

maiden is determined to fhootat every fort of game,
certain it is fhe has begun to practife upon the heart.

| of the lieutenant, who favoured us with his com-
pany to fupper. ‘ :

I have many other things to fay of this man of
war, which I fhall communicate in a poft or two ;
mean while, it is but reafonable that you fhould be:
indulged with fome refpite from thofe weary lucu-
brations of your’s, = ; :

Neweaftle upon Tyne, July z0. J. Melford.

To Sir Watkin Phillips; of Jefus College, Oxon,
 Dear Phillips, : ;
In my laft T treated you with a high-flavoured

difh, in the charaéter of the Scotch lieutenant, and

¥ muft prefent him ence more for your entertain-

mment. 1t was our fortune to feed upon him the

beft part of three days, and T do not doubt tha;the'

will fftart again in our way before we fhall haye

fnifhed our northern excurfions  The day after our

meeting with him at Durham proved fo tempeftu=
3 ; et A ous,
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‘his gallantry, good fenfe, and erudition. = She ap-
pealed to lier brother, whether the captain was not
the very image of our coufin, Governor Griffith.
She difcovered afurprifing eagernefs to know the
pacticulars of his life, and afked a thoufand quef-
‘tions concerning his atchievements in war; all which -
Mr. Lifmahago anfwered with a fort of jefuitical
referve, affeCting a reluctance to fatisfy lier curio-'
fity on a fubject that concerned his own exploits.

- By dint of her interrogations, however, we learn-
ed, that he and Enfign Murphy had made their
efcape frc he French hofpital at Montreal, and
taken to thie woods, in hopes of reaching fome En~
olith fertlement ; but miftaking their route, they
tell in with a party of Miamis, who carried them
away in captivity. ‘The intention of thefe Indians
_was to give one of them as an adopted fon to a ve-
perable fachem, who had loft his own in the courfe
of the war, and to facrifice the other according to

the cuftorn of the country. Murphy, as being the
' younger and handfomer of the two, was defigned to
fill thie place of the decealed, not only as the fon of
the fucliem, but-as the fpoufe of a beautiful fguaw,
- to whom his predeceffor had been betrothed; but
“ in paffing through the different whigwhams orvil-
lages of the Miamis, poor Murphy was fo mangled
by the women and.children, who have the privi-
ge of torturing all prifoners in their paflage, that,
the time they arrived at the place of the fachem’s
dence, He was rendered altogether unfit for the
purpofes of marriage: it was determined, therefore,
in the affembly of the wairiors, that Enfign Mur-~
phy Mhould be brought to the ffake, and that the
| lady Mould be givensto Licutendnt Lifmahago, who
(- had likewife received his fhare of torments, though-
[ they had not produced emafculation, A joint of
* oné finger had been cut, or rather fawed off with a
ity Knife ; one of his great toes was crufhed into
“amafh betwixt two ftones ;. fome of his tecth were
5 Voo, LT D drawn, -
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drawn, or dug out with a crooked nail ; fplintered
reeds had been thruft up his noftrils, and other |
tender parts; and the calves of his legs had been |
blown up with minesof gunpdwder dug in the flefh

with the fharp point of the tomahawk.

The Indians themfelves allowed that Murphy
died with great heroifm, finging, as his death-fong,
the drimmendoo,in concert with Mr. Lifinahago, who |
was prefent at the folemnity.  After the warriors
and matrons had made a hearty meal upon, the-
mufeular flef which they pared from the vitim,
and had applied a great variety of tortures, whicl |
he bore without flinching, an old lady, with a fharp
knife, fcooped out one of hiseyes, and puta burn-
ing coal in the focket.  The pain of this operation
was fo exquifite, that he could not help bellowing,
wgron which the audience raifed a fhout of exulta~
tion, and one of the warriors ftealing behind him, |
gave him the coup de grace with a hatchet.

Lifmahago’s wife,” the Squaw Squinkinacoofta, |
diftinguifhed herfelf on this occafion. She fhewed a
great fuperiority of genius in the tortures which fhe
contrived and executed with her own hands. - She
vied with the ftouteft warrior in eating the flefh of
the facrifice; and afterall the other females were fud-
dled with dram-drinking, flie was not fo intoxica
but that fhe was able to play the game of the pl
ter with the eonjuring {achem, and afterwards
through the ceremony of her own wedding, whiel
was confummated that fame evening. The captain |
had jived very happily with this accomplifhed fquaw. l'
for two years, during which flie bore him a fon,
‘who is iow the reprelentative of his mother’'s tribe ; |
but, at length, to his unfpeakable gries; {he dicd of
a fever; occafioned by eating too much raw bear,
“which they had killed in-a hunting excurfion, ]

By this time, Mr. Lifmahago was elected fachem,
acknowledged firft warriorof the Badger tribe, and
dignified with the name or epithet of Occacanaltao-

2 . garorg,,

s
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garora, which fignifies zimble as g aveazel; but all

! thefe advantages and honours he was obliged to re-

fign, in confequence of being exchanged for the

| orator of the community, who had been taken pri- -
foner by the Indians that were in alliance with the
Englith. At the peace, he had fold out upon half-

_pay, and was returned to Britain, with a view to
pals the reft of his life in his own country, where
‘he hoped to find fome retreat where his flender

finances would afford him a decent {ubfiftence.

i Such are the outlines of Mr. Lifinahago’s hiftory,
to which Tabitha did ferion/ly incline ber ear; indeed,
fhe feemed to be taken with the {fame charms that
captivated the heart of Defdemona, who loved the

Maor for the dangers be bead paft. s
. The- defcription of poor Murphy’s fufferings,
which threw my fifter Liddy into a {weon, extraétsd
fome fighs from the brealt of Mrs. Tabby : when
fhe underftood he had been rendered unfit for mar-
riage, fhe began to fpit, and cjaculated—* Jefus,
what cruel barbarians!” and fhe made wry faces
at the lady’s nuptial repaft ; but fhe was eagerly

“curious to know the particulars: of her marriage-
drefs ; whether fhe wore high-breafted ftays or
boddice, a robe. of filk or velvet, and laces of

- Mechlin or Minionette : fhe fuppofed, as they were

gmmé&ed with the French, fhe ufed roxge, and had

{ther hair dreffed in the Parifian fafhion. The cap-
tain would have declined giving a categorical ex-
" planation of all thefe particulars, oblerving in ge-
“meral, that the Indians were too tenacious. of th._eir
own cuftoms to adopt the modes of any nation
- whatfoever : he faid, moreover, that neither the =
fimplicity of their manners, nor the commerce of |
~their country, would admit of thofe articles of lux-
- ury which were deemed magnificence in Europe;
and that they were too virtuons and fenfible to en-
courage the introduétion of any fathion which might
help to render them- corrupt and effeminate.
¢ D2 Thefe
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"Thefe obfervations ferved only to inflame her |
defire of knowing the particulars about which fhe |
had enquired; and with all his evafion, he could

! mot help difcovering the following civcumfiances : |
- that his princefs had neither (hoes, ftockings, fhift, |

nor any kind of linen ; that her bridal drefs con-
fifted of a perticoat of red bays, and a fringed
blanket, faftened about her fhoulders with a coppe‘ir
fkewer ; but"of ornaments fhe had great plenty.
Her hair was curioufly plaited, and interwoven with |
bobbins of human bone ; one eye-lid was painted |
gréen, and the otheryellow ; the cheeks were blue,
the lips white, the teeth red, and there was a black
line dirawn down the middleof (he forehead, as far |
as the tip” of the nofe ; a couple of gaudy parrot's.
feathers were f{tuck throush the divifion of the |
noftrils ; there was a blue ffone fet in the chin : her
edr-rings conlifted of two picces of hickery, of the
fize and fhape of drum-{Hcks; ber arms and legs |
wereadorned with bracelets of wampum;; her brealt
glittered with numerous ftrings of glafs beads ; fhe
Wore a curious pouch, or pocket, of woven grafs,
elegantly painted with various colours ; about-her
neck was hung the frefh fcalp of a Mohawlk war-
rior, whom her decealed lover had lately {lain in
battle; and, finally, fhe was anointed fram head to:
foot with bear s greafe, which fent forth a n‘iofﬂ,_.;
agrecable odour. |

One would imagine that thefe parapharnalia |

“would not have been much admired by a moderni

fine lady ; but Mrs. Tabitha was refolved to dps
prove of all the captain’s connexions. She wifhed,
indeed, the fquaw had been better provided with
linen ; but fhe owned there was much tafte and
fancy in her ornaments 3 and. {he made no doubty:
therefore, thar Madam Squinkinacoofia was a young:
lady of good [enfe and rare accomplifhments.
. An ogling correfpondence now commenced
tween this amiable pair of originals. He began 10
‘ : ; {weeten

€~
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. treacle of compliment and commendation. - He
rom time to time cffered her fnuff, of which he

E’.pr;fent of a purfe of filk-grafs, woven by the hands
of the amiable Squinkinacoofta, who had ufed it as
a fhot-pouch in her hunting expeditions. .
‘ -om Doncafter northwards, all the windows of
he inns are forawled with doggrel rhimes, in
bufe of the Scotch nation ; and what furprized me
ry much, I did not perceive one line written in
way of recrimination. Curious to hear what
- Lifmahago would fay on this fubject, T pointed out
to him a very feurrilous epigram again(t his coun=
" trymen, which was engraved on one of the win-
dows of the parlour where we {at.  He read it with
 the moft ftarched compofure 3 and when I afked his
opinion of the poetry—¢ Itis vara terfe and vara
* poignant,” faid he; ©but, with the help of a wat
difh.clout, it might be rendered more clear and
parfpicuous. * I marvel much that fome modern
wit has not publifhed a collettion of thefe effays
" under the title of—¢ The Giazier’s Triumph over Saz~
ngpthe Scos.’ I am perfuaded it would be a vara
agrecable offering to the patriots of London and
. Weftminfter.” When I exprelfed fome furprize
* that the natives of Scotland, who travel this way,
- had not broke all the windows upon the road—
* ¢ With fubmiffion,” replied the lieutenant, ¢ that
~were but fhallow policy ; it would only {erve to
make the fatire more cutting and fevere; and, I
think, it is much better to let it fland in the win-
dow, than have it prefented in the reckoning.’
My uncle’s jaws began to guiver with indigna-
- tion.” He faid, the fcribblers of fuch‘infamousrthlﬁ‘
deferved to be fcourged at the cart’s tail for dif~
gracing their country with fuch monuments of ma-
lice and ftupidity. © Thefe vermin,* {aid he, ¢.do
not confider that they are affording their fellow
D 3 fubjetts,

B
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weeten the natural acidity of his difcourfe with the -

imfelf took great quantities, and even made heta
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e,” {aid he, ¢ that rifibility is the diflinguifhing
éteriflick of a rational creature, the Englifh
e moft diftipguified for rationality of any peo-
ever knew.’ I owned, that the Englifh were
“eafily ftruck with any thing that appeared ludicrous,
fand apt todaugh accordingly : but it:did not fol-
Jow, that, becaufe they were more given fo laugh-
they had moype rationality than their neigh-
rs. I faid; fuch an inference would be an in- -
y to the Scots, who were by no means defeétive
ionalify, though generally fuppofed little fub-
the impreflion of humour.
'he captain anfwered, that this fuppofition muft
e been deduced either from their converfation
their compofitions, of which the Englifh could
poffibly judge with precifion, as they did not
2 erftand the dialet ufed by the Scots in commaen
" difcourfe, as well as in their works of humour.
When I defired to know what thofe works of hu-
mour were, he mentioned a confiderable number of
picces, which be infifted were equal in point of hu-
mour to any thing extant in any language, dead or
iving. He, in particular, recommended a collec-
tion of detached pocms, in two fmall volumes, en-
titled, The Ewer green, and the works of Allan
- Rainfay, which I intend to provide myfelf with at
Edinburgh. He obferved, fhat a North Briton is
feen to a difadvantage in an Englifh company, be-
caufe he fpeaks in a dialect that they cannot relifh,
and in a phrafeology which they do not underftand ;-
<;§lé;thérefore finds himfelf under a reftrait, wh"i“ch
_isa great enemy to wit and humour. Thefe ‘are
faculties which never appear in full lufire, but
hen the ming is perfectly at gafe, and, as an ex-
ellent writer fays, enjoys her eliozo riam. .
proceeded to explain his affertion, that the
i language was fpolen with greater propricty
Edinburgh than in London, He faid, \\'l;mt wie
| generally called the Scottifh dialect, was, 1n faéh,

: troe
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‘tion as they are in meaning and orthography: and
|this is the cafe with many others which he meati-
loned by way of illuftration. " He, moreover, took
'nmotice, that we had (for what reafon he could ne--
iver learn) Taltered the found of our vowels from
that which is retained by all the nations in Burope ;
an alteration which rendered the language ex-
mely difficult to foreigners, and made it almoft
mpracticable to lay down general rules for ortho-
‘graphy and pronunciation. Befides, the vowels
‘were no longer fimple founds in the mouth of an
{Englitbman, who pronounced both i and u as
diphthongs. Finally, he affirmed, that we muin-
bled our {peech with our lips and teeth, and ran
‘the words together without paufe or diflinétion, in
‘fuch a manner, that a forcigner, though he under-
ftood Englifh tolerably well, was often obliged to
’flave recourfe toa Scotchman to explain what a na-
tive of England had faid in his own language.

The truth of this remark was ¢confirmed by Mr.

Bramble from his own cxperience ; but he ac-
counted for it on another principle  He faid, the
famie obfervation would holdiin all languages; that
a Swifs talking French was more eafily underftood
than a Parifian, by a foreigner who had not made
himfelf mafter of the language ; becaufe every lan-
guage had its peculiar recitarive, and it would al-
‘ways' require more pains, attention, and practice,
to acquire both the words and the mufick, than -to
learn the words only ; and yet nobody would deny
| that the one was imperfect without the other ; he
therefore apprehended, that the Scotchman and
the Swifs were betser,undcrﬂood by learners, be-
_caufe they fpoke the words only, without the mu-
fick, which they could not rehearfe. One would
magine this check would have damped the No rth
Brion ; but it ferved only to agitate his humour
for difputation. He faid, if every nation had its
own' recitative or mufick, the Scots had t~he1r;;
= an
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and the Scotchman who had not yet acquired the
cadence of the Englifh, would naturally ufe his own
in fpeaking their language : therefore, if he was
better underflood than the native, his recitative
muft be more intelligible than that of r’sxe Englifh ;
of confequence, the dialeét of the Scots had an ad-
vantage over that of their fellow-fubjeéts ; and this
was another ftrong prefumption that the modern
Englifh had corrupted their language in the article
of pronunciation. : =5 =9

The lieutenant was, by this time, become {0 po-
lemical, that, every time he opened his mouth, out
flew a paradox, which he maintained with all the
enthufiafm of altercation 5 butall his paradoxes fa-
voured ftrong of a partiality for his own country.
He undertook to prove that poverty was a bleffin,
to a nation ; that oatmeal was preferable to awbeat
JSlour 5 and that the wortfhip of Cloacina, in temples
which admitted both fexes, and every rank of vo-
taries promifcuouily, was a filthy-fpecies of idolatry,
that outraged every idea of delicacy and decorum.
I did not fo much wonder at his broaching thefe

" do€trines, as at the arguments, equally whimfical and |
ingenious, whichhe adduced in fupport of them.

In fine, Lieutenant Lifmahago is a curiofity which
I have not yet fufficiently perufed ; and therefore T
fhall be forry when we lofe his company, though,

God knows. there is nothing-very amiable in his'
manner or difpofition. As he goes directly to the
fouth-weft divifion of Scotland, and we proceed nfg
the road to Berwick, we fhall part to-morrow at a.
place called Felton-Bridge; and, I dare fay, this|
feparation will Be very grievous to our aunt, Miss
Tabitha, unlefs {he has received fome flattering aféjj
furance of his meeting her again. If I fail in my"
purpofe of entertaining you with thefe unimportant
occurrences, they will at leaft ferve as exercifes of |
patience, for which you are indebted to yours al-|
ways, e oradl

Morpeth, July 13. Sl Melford.:—’§
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acquainted with my fifter Tabby s progrefs in huf-
baund-hupting, after her difappointments at Batk
and London: She had actually begun to pract
upon a cerlaign adventurer, wilj,o was, in fadt, a
highwayman by profcfiion ; but he had been ufed
to {ndres much more dangerous than any fhe could
lay, and efcaped accordingly. Then flie opened
her batteries upon an old weather-beaten Seotc
lieutenant, called Lifmahago, who joined us
*Durham, and is, I think, one of the moft {ingu
pecfonages I ever encountered. His manner is
harfh as his countenance ; but his peculiar turi
thinking, and his pack of knowledge, made ap ol
the remnants of rarities, rendered his converfatio
defirable, in fpite of his pedantry and ungrac
< addrefs. 1 have often met with a crab-apple
hedge, which 1 have been tempted to eat for it
flavour, even while I was difgulted by its aufterity
‘T he fpirit of contradiction is naturally fo ftrong i
Lifmahago, that I believe in my confcience he has
rummaged, and read, and ftudied, with indefati
ble attention, in order to qualify himfelf to ref
eftablithed maxims, and thus raife trophies for.
gratification of polemical pride. Suchiis the afpe:
rity of his felf-conceit, that he will not even acqui-
efce in a tranfient cgmipliment made to ninds
vidual charattet in particular, or to his
eneral. 2 y bR
When T obferved that he muft have read a v
- number of books to be able to-difcourfe on fuc
wariety of {ubjetts, he declared he had read li
or nothing, and afked how he fhould find bo
among the woods of America, where he had fp
the greatelt partof hislife. - My nephew remark;
that_the Scots in general were famous fo
. learning, he denied the imputation, ant
to proye it fromstheir works.,  he 5
Lie, ¢ have a flight tinctare of letters, with whiC
they make a parade among people who are more:
literate than themfelves, but tgy may be f;zé :
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4z ., HUMPHRY CLINKER. e |
fmooth the way to his fuccefs. For my own part,’ |
faid he, ¢ I know no Scotch officer who has Tien in
[the army above the' rank of a fubaltern, witho ]
purchafling every degree of preferment cither with |
noney or recruits : but I know many gentlemen of
that country, who, for want of money and intereft,
have grown grey in the rank of lieutenants 5 where
as very few inftances of this ill-fortune are to b
found among the natives of South Britam. Ni
that T would infinuate that my countrymen he
the lealt reafon to complain,  Preferment in:
fervice, like fuccefs in any other hranch of traf
will naturally favour thofe who have the grea
ftock of cafh and, credit, merit and capacity bei
fuppofed equal on all fides.? Y
‘But the moft hardy of all this original’s pofiti
were thele: That commerce would, fooner or lat
prove the ruin of every nation, where it fenrifhe
1o dny extent; that the parliament was the rotte
part of the Britith conflitution ; that the liberty o
the prefs was a national evil; and that the beafte
inftitution of juries, as managed in Bogland, was|
produttive of fhameful perjury and flagrant inj
tice. He obferved, that traffick was an enemy t
all the liberal patlions of the foul, founded on the
thirfl of Jucre, a fordid difpofition to take advan
tage of the neceflities of our fellow-creatures.
affirmed the nature of commerce was fuuch, tha
could not be fixed or perpetnated; but, havi
flowed to a certain height, would immediately b
gin to cbb, and fo continue till the channels fhou
be left almoft dry : but there was no inftance of ¢
ftide’s rifing a fecond time to any confiderable infl
“in the fame nation. Meanwhile, the fudden a
~ence occafioned by trade, forced opena 1 the
of luxury, and overflowed the land with ever
.cies of profligacy and corruption
manners would enfue, and this mu
bankruptey and ruin, He obferved
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. With refpe& to juries, he exprefled himfelf to
this effeét: ¢ Juries are generally compofed of
terate plebeians, apt fo be miftaken, ealily mifled,
and open to finifter influence; iforif either of the’
arties to be tried can zain over one of the twelve
_jurors, he has fecured the verditt in his favour:
the juryman thus brought over, will, in defpite of
all evidence and conviction, generally hold out tilld
his fellows are faticued, and harraffed, and {tarved
into concurrence; in which cafe the verdi&t is u
juft, and the jurors are all perjured. But cafesw
~often occur, when the jurors are really divided
opinion, and each fide is convinced in oppofiti
the other; but no verdiét will be received, un
they are unanimons; and they arerall ‘bound, n
only in confcience, but by oatH, to judge and
¢lare according to their conviétion. What, tl
will bexthe confequence?® They @
in .company, or muft facrifice c
to their convenience, and join in a verdict which
they believe to be falfe. This abfurdity is avoided
in Sweden, where a bare majority is fufiicient; and |
in Scotland, where two-thirds of the jury are re- |
quired to concur in the verdict.” :

You muft not imagine that all thefe deduction

Pl

were made on his part, without contradiction
& mine.  Noj the truth is, I found myfelf piqued in
point of honour at his pretending to be fo much
wifer than his neichbours. I queltioned all hisa

fertions, ftarted innumerable objections, argued
wrangled with uncommon: perfeverance, and gr
very warm, and even violent in the debate.
Estimes he was puzzled, and once or twice, I thi
" fairly refuted : but from thofe falls he arofe a
like Anrzus, with redoubled vigour; till at len:
I was tired, exhaunfied, and really did not ki
how to proceed ; when luckily he dropped t
by which he difcovéred he had been bred toithe

- Jaw ; a confellion which enab@c“'&' me to retire fr}‘@

Rl the
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[ the difpute with a good grace; as it could not be
- fuppoled that a man like me, who had been bred to
. nothing, fhould be able to cope with a veteranin his
| own profeflion. I believe, however, that T fhall for
, fome time continue to chew the cud of refiection
| upon many obfervations which this original dil-
harged. :
- Whether our fifter Tabby was really ftruck with
" his converfation, or is refolyed to throw at every
ing fhie meets in the fhape of a° man, till fhe can
faften the matrimonial noofe, certain it is, fhe has
| taken defperate ftrides towards the affection of Lifl-
mahago, who cannot be faid to have met her half-
yay, though he does not feem altogether infenfible ”
o her civilities. She infinuated more than once,
ow happy we fhould be to have his company throf
hat part of Scotland which we propofed to vilit;
#ill at length he plainly told us, that his road was
* totally different from that which we intended to
take; that, for his part, his.company would be of
very little fervice to us.in our progrefs,‘as he was
utterly unacquainted *with the country, which he
had 1éft in his early youth, confequently he could
neither direét us in our enquiries, nor introduce us
toany family of diftinction. He faid, he was ftimu-
- lated'by an irrefiftible impulfe to revifit the pataris
ar, or patria domus, though he expetted little fatis-
. faétion, inafmtich as he undeyftood that his nephew,
* the prefent pofleflor, was but ill qualified to fup-~
 port the honour of the family. He affured us, how-
| ever, as we defigned to return by the weft-road, that
: would watch our motions, and endeavour tovpa%@,
s refpects to us at Dumfries. Accordingly he took
his leave of us at a place half-way betwixt Morpeth
Alnwick, and pranced away in great ftate,
d o a ‘tall meagre, raw-boned, fhambling
gelding, without cer a tooth in his lhead; the
counter-part of the rider; and, indeed, thf:
pearance of the two was fo ‘pitturefque, that I
PR E 3. would
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48 . HUMPHRY CLINKER. - :
though agreeable to the tafte, has nothing folid or
{fubftantial. = The traitor not only dazzled her with
his fecond-hand finery, but he fawned, flattered, and |
cringed ; he taught her to'take rappee, and prefented |
her with a fnuff-box of papier maché; he {fupplied
her with a powder for her teeth; he mended her
complexion, and dreffed her hair in the Paris fathion; |
he undertook to be her French mafter and her danc- |
ing mafter, as well as frifeur, and thus imperceptibly
wound himfelf into her good graces— Clinker per- |
ceived the progrefs he had made, and repined in
fecret.  He attempted to open her eyes by the |
way of exliortation ; and finding it produced no'
effect, had recourfe to prayer. At Newcaltle, whil
he attended Mrs. Tabby to the Methodift meeting,
his rival accompanied Mrs. Jenkins to the play. H
was drefled in a filk coat, made at Paris for his for
mer mafler, with a tawdry waiftcoat of tarnifhed;‘q
brocade ; he wore his hair in ‘a great bag, witha |
huge folitaire, and a long fword dangled from his*
thigh. The lady wasall of a flutter with faded lute- |
ftring, wathed gatize, and ribbands three times re
frefhed; but fhe was moit remarkable for the fri-
zure of her head, which rofe, like a pyramid, {feven
inches above the f{calp, and her face was primed |
and patched from the chin up to the eyes; nay, the |
gallant himfelf had {pared neither red nor white in
mproving the nature of his own complexion. T
this attire; they walked together through the H
Street to the theatre; and, as they pafied for play
ers'ready dreffed for acting, they reached it un
lefied ; but as it was fill light whean they returne
and by that timie the people had got information
their real charadter and condition, they hiffed
hooted all the way, ‘and Mrs. Jenkins wds a
fpattered with dirt, as well ds infulted with the 0
probriousname of przaed Fexebel ; o that he ‘righ
and mortification threw her into an h)-‘ﬂcr:ck,.ﬁt i
monient fhe came home, « Clinkert
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. without the formalities required by the law of Eng-
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. which my man taking the advantage, began to .re,f

50 HUMPHRY CLINKER. iy
cudgel, which thall always be at his fervice.” In the
mean time, the fair caufe of thisconteft, Mrs. Wini~
fred Jenkins, feemed overwhelmed with afliction,
and Mr. Clinker a&ed much on the'referve, though
he did not prefume tofind faule with her conduét.

The difpute between the two rivals was foon'
brought to a very unexpeéted iffue. Among our
fellow-lodgers at Berwick, was a couple from Lon-
don, bound to Edinburgh, on the voyage of. )
mony. The female was® the daughter and
of a pawnbroker deceafed, who had-givenher
dians the {lip, and put herfelf under the tuition of
atall Hibernian, who had conduéted her thus far in
queft of a clergyman to unite them in marriage

land. I konow not how the lover had behaved on
the road, fo as todecline in the favour of his inamo-
rata; but,“in all probability, Dutton perceived
coldnefs on her fide, which encouraged him to
whifper it was a pity fhe fhould have caft her affec-
tions upon a taylor, which he affirmed the Irithman
to be.  This difcovery completed her difguft, of

commend himfelf to her good graces; and the|
fmooth-tongued rafcal found no difficulty to infiru-|
ate himf{elf into-the place of her heart from which]
the other had been difcarded. ' Their refolution wa
immediately taken. In ‘the morning, before di
while poor Teague lay fnoring a bed, hisindefa
able rival ordered a poft-chaife, and fet out wat
the lady for Coldftream, a few miles up the Twi
where there was a_parfon who dealt in this b
of commerce, and there they were noofed, |
the Irifhman ever dreamt of the matter-# But
he got up at fix o'clock, and found the bird
flown, he made fuch a noife, as alarmed the wh
houfe. One of the firft-perfons he encounter:
the poftilion returned from Coldftream, whe 2
had been witnefs to' the marriage, and, GV? and |
: ) . : - above |
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ve a handfome gratuity, had received a bride's
our, which he now wore in his cap.. When the

, and had fet out for London, and that Dutton
.difcovered to the lady, that he (the Hibernian)
a taylor, he had like to have run diftracted. He
the ribband from the fellow’s cap, and beat
ut his ears. He fwore he would purfue him
he gates of hell, and ordered a poft-chaife and
to be got ready as foon as pofiible ; bug, recol-
ing that hisfinances would not admit of this
of travelling, he was obliged to countermand
rder.
or my part, I knew nothing at all of what liad
pamed, till the poftilion brought me the keys of
unk and portmanteau, which he-had reccived
. Dutton, who fent me his refpeéts, hoping &
1d excufe his abrupt departure, ‘as it was a {tep
pon which his fortune depended. Before.I had
| time to-make my uncle acquainted with this event,
{ the Irifhman burffinto my chamber, without any
Lotroduction, exclaiming—¢ By my foul, your far-
“vant has robbed me of five thoufand pounds, and
1] have fatisfattion, if 1 fhould be hanged to-
morrow!? When I aftked him who he was—¢ My
mame,” faid he, ¢is Mafter Macloughlin; but it
ould be Leighlin O 'Neale, for I am come from
er-Owen the Great; and {o I am as good a gen-
tleman as any in Ireland ; and that rogue your {Ars
int {aid 1 was a taylor, which was as big a lye as
e had called me the pope. I'ma man of for-

t, tuck me out, and made e his own private
etary 1 by the fame token, 1 was the laft he
ed ; for his friends obliged him to tie himfelf
that he would bail no more above ten pounds:

iaken lover underftood they were actually mar- -

e, and have fpent all 1 had; and f{o being in .
refs, Mr. Cofhgrave, the fafhioner in Shuffolk

1

v why, becaufe as how he could not refufe any -

e feany : i “ : =
ody that afked, and therefore in time would have -
; ; i robbed o9
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ing her flighted fwain, Mr. Clinker, who, on hls,
knees, lmplcred and obtained her pardon.. 2

There was, however, another confideration thai‘
gave Mrs. Tabitha fome difturbance. At New-'
caftle, the fervants had been informed by fome wag,
that there was nothing to eat in Scotland but oul-
meal and fheeps-bheads ; Zand Lieutenant Lifmahago
bemgconrulted what he faid ferved rather to con-|
firm than ‘o refute the report. Our aunt being
apprifed of this circumftance, very gravely advifed
her brother to provide a fumpter:horfe with flore |
of hams, tongues, bread, bufcuit, and otherarticles
for our fabfiftence in the courfe of our peregri
tion; and Mr. Bramble as gravely replied, that
would take the hint into conﬁderahon but, |
ing no fuch provifion was made, fhe now -revivi
«the propofal, oblerving that there was a tolerabl ]
market at Berwick, where we might be fupplied ;|
and that my man’s. ’horfe would ferve as a beaft of
burden. - The {quire, fhrugging up his fhoulders,
eyed her afkance with a look of ineffable contempt.
and, after fome paufe—¢ Sifter,” faid he, (808 C
havdly perfuade myfelf you are ferious.’ She w

* folittle acquainted with the geography of the ifland,
that fhe imagined we could not go to Scotland but
by fea; and, after we had paffed through the town
ot Berwick, when he told her we were upon Scot-
tith ground, fhe could hardly believe the aflertion.:

* If the truth muft be told, tlie South: Brltons in
neral are woefully ignorant in . this partical
‘What between want of’ cuilo[“t'y, and tradit
farcafins, the effet of ancient animolity, the
ple at the other end of the ifland Know a3 lictle
Scotland asof Japan. -

If I had never been in Wales, I fhould ]aa
more ftruck with the manifeft dxﬁ‘erence:
ance between the peafants and commonal
ferent fidesof the Cweed. The beors of Nor
berland are lulty fellows, frefh complexioned,

: R e S e clckml)
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leanly, and well cloathed ; but the labourers in
otland are generally lank, lean, hard-featured,
{ fallow, foiled, and fhabby, and their little pinched
blue caps have a beggarly effect. Their cattle are
| much in the fame ftyle with their drivers, meagre,
{ftunted, and ill-equipped. When I talked to my
{uncle onthis fubjett, he faid—¢ Though all the
{‘Scottifh hinds would not bear to be compared with
_thofe of the rich counties of Seuth Britain,. they
{ would ftand very well in competition with the pea-
{fantsin France, Italy, and Savoy; not to mention
1iibelmountainecrs of Wales, and the red-fhanks, of
Ireland.> -
~ We entered Scotland by a frightful moor of fix- °
teen miles, which promifes very little for the inte-
rior parts of the kingdem ; but the profpect mended
we advanced. Paffing through Dunbar, which?
sa neat little town, fituated on the fea fide, we lay
' ata country inn, where our entertainment far ex-
| eeeded our expectation ; but for this we cannot give
the Scots credit, as the landlord is a native of Eng-
land. “Yefterday we dined at Haddington, which
has been a place of fome confideration, but is now
80ne to decay ; and in the evening arrived at this
‘Metropolis, of whiclLI can fay very little. Itis
Very romantic, from it's fituation on the declivity
(of a hill, having a fortified caftle at the top, and a
|Toyal palace at the bottom. The firft thing that
fﬂrikes the nofeof a ftranger, fhall be namelefs; but
‘Whatfirlt ftrikesthe eye; is the unconfcionable height
{ofthe houfes, which generally rife to five, fix, fe-
%,Yﬂ,‘n, “and eight ftories, and, in fome places, asIam °
|affured, to twelve. This manner of building, at-
{tended with numberlefs inconveniencies, muft have
inally owing to want of room. Certain it
: wn {eems to be full of people; but their
{laoks, - their language, and their cuftoms, are for
|difierent from ours, that I can hardly believe my-
{EIf in Great Britain. o The

&
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. The innat which we put up, if it may be {o call- |
ed, was fo filthy and difagreeable in all refpe¢
that my uncle began to fret, and his gouty fymp=|
toms torecur. Recolleéting, however, that he Jia*d’g
a letter of recommendation to one Mr. Michelfon, |
.alawyer, he fent it by his fervant, with a compli-:
ment, ithporting that he would wait upon him next
day i%pe‘r!"on ; but that gentleman ‘vifited usimme- |
diately, andinf{ifted upon ourgoing to his own hou
until hie could provide lodgings for ouraccommod |
tion. We gladly accepted of hisinvitation, and re g
paired to histhoufe,where we were treated with equal
elegance and hofpitality, to the utter confufion of
our aunt, whofe prejudices, though beginning to
give way, were not yet entirely removed. To-day,:
by the affiftance of our friend; we are fettled in con-
“venient lodgings, up four pair of ftaivs, in the High
Street, the fourth ftory being, in this city, reckoned
Jnore genteel than the firlt.© The aicis, in all pro-
bability, the better; butit requires good lungs to
breathe it at this diftance above the furface of the
earth. While I do remain above it, whether higl
or lower, provided I breath at all, T fhall ever be, |
dear Philips, your’s, L i

July 18, : i - J. Melfor

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lews, N S 3 o
TraT part of Scotland contiguous to Berwic
.nature feems to'have intended as a barrier betweein
two hoftile nations. [t isa brown defart of con-
fiderable extent, that produces nothing but heatl)
and fearn ; and what rendered it the more drez
when we pafled, there was a thick fog, that hinde
us from feeing above twenty yards from thec
age. My fffer began to make wry faces, and
her fmelling bottle; Liddy looked blank, and
Jenkins dejeéted : butin a few hours thele clot
were difipated ; the {fea appeared uponour right,













. houfe to another, on every ftory, by which t

‘we avow is little better than affectation ; but they

“znd even the genteel company, may be feei
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propriety of their apartments, as if they were re-
folved to transfer the imputation from theindividual |
to the publick. You are no ftranger to their me- |
thod of difcharging all their impurities from their
windows, at a certain hour of the night, as the
cuftom is'in Spain, Portugal, and fome parts of '
France and Italy ; a praétice to which I can by no
means be reconciled ; for, notwithftanding all the
care that istaken by their fcavengers to remove this
nuifance every morning by break of day, enough
till remains to offend the eyes, as well as other
organs of thofe whom ufe has not hardened againft’
all delicacy of fenfation...

The ‘inhabitants feem infenfible to thefe im-
preflions, and are.apt to imagine the difguft tha

ought to havefome compaffion for ftrangers, who
have not been ufed to this kind of {ufferance ; and
confider, whether it may not be worth while to
take fome pains to vindicate themfelves from t
reproach that, on this‘account, they bear among,
their meighbours.” As to the furprizing height of
their houfes, it is abfurd in many refpeéts ; butin|
one particular light I cannot view it without hor:
yer; thatis, the dreadful fituation of all the fam
lies above, incafe the common ftair-cafe fhould b
rendered impaffable by a fire in the lower ftories
In order to prevent,the fhocking confequences that{
_muft attend fuch an accident, it would be a right
meafure to open doors of communication from one.

people might fly from fuch a terrible vifitatio
In all parts of the world, we fee the force of h

prev'ailing over all the dictates of convenience a
fagacity. All the people of bufinefs at Edinbu

ing in crowds every ‘day, from one to twi
afternoon, in the open fireet, at a_place wher ;
megly ftood a market-crofs, which (by the bY:’
B ¢ L ANy o
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fquire’swally de fhamble; but by God's greafe he
_did not purvail. T thoft as how there was no arm
in going to a play at Newcaftle, with my hair dref-|
fed in the Parifh fafhion; and as for the trifle of|
paint, he faid as how my complexion wanted rouch,
and fo T let him put it on with a little Spanifh owl;
but a mifchievous mob of colliers, and fuch pro-
mifcous ribble rabble, that could bear no fmut but|
their own, attacked us in the fircet, and called me|
hoar and painted Iffabel, and fplathed my clofe, anﬁ'ﬁ:
fpoiled me a compleat fet of blond lace triple ruf-|
fles, not a pin the worfe for the ware. They coft.
me feven good fillings to Lady Grifkin’s.woman at
Tondon. : . 4
“When I axed Mr. Clinker what they meant by
calling me Tabel he put the pyebill into my hand,|
ond I read of van iffabel a painted harlot, that was|
thrown out of a vindore, and the dogs came and|
Jicked her blood. But I am noharlot ; and, with|
God sblefling, no dog fhall have my poor bloed. to]
Jick : marry, Heaven forbid, amen! As for Ditton,
after all his courting and. his compliment, he ftole.
away an Irifiman’s bride, and took a French leave
of me and his mafter; but I value not his goinga|
farthing; but I have had hanger on his account,
Milrefs {fcoulded like mad; “thof T have the comfit
that all the' family took my part, and even Mr.|
Clinker pleaded for me on his bended knee; thqu
.God he knows, he has reafons enuff ta complain ;|
but he’sa good fole, abounding with Chriftian meek-|
nefs, and one day will mect with his reward. d i
And now, dear Mary, we bhave got to Haddin-
borrough, among the Scots, who are civikenuff for
our money, thof I don’t fpeak their lingo.. B
they fhould not go for to .impofe upon foreign
forthe bills in their houfes fay, they have diffe
cafements tolet; and behold there is nurro geaks
the whole kingdom, nor any thing for poor {a
vants, but a barrel witha pair of tongs fhrow
: ‘ .acrofs;—_:ij

o

. |






1ns
ddin ¢










‘oS
















it










oW1

Lmpt
















il































unan




lowT


































lived







nInta 1




and

ANl































L1

'3

ula

houle




























odi































(if nof

) ‘\uv,;:ﬁ 2










‘
E HUMPHRY CLINKER 13
“thetifand men, over and above thofe who migrated
to their colonies, or mingled with themat home in
| their civil departments of life. This was a very
| confiderable and feafonable fupply to a nation
- whole people had been for many years decreafing
in number, and whofe lands and manufaétures were
attually fuffering for want of hands. I need not re-
- mind you ofthe hackneyed maxim, that, to a nation
in {uch circumftances, a fupply of induftrious peo~
le is a fupply of wealth; nor repeat an obfervation
hich is now received as an eternal truth, even
| among the Englifh themfelves, that the Scots who
| fettle in South Britain are remarkably fober, or=
{derly, and induftrions.’
i T allowed the truth of this remark, adding, that,
by their induftry, ceconomy, and circumf{pection,
| many of them in England, as well as in her colo-
“nies, amafled large fortunes, with which they re-
{ turned to their own country, and this was fo much
loft to South Britain. . ¢ Give me leaye, Sir,” faid
{ he, “to aflure you, that in your fact you are mif-
taken, and in your deduction erroneous. Not one
in two hundred that leave Scotland, ever returns
' to fettle in his own country ; and the few that do
Teturn, carry thither nothing that can poffibly di-
minifh the (fock of South Britain. For nong ofe
ir treafure ftagnatesin Scotland; thereis a con~
fipual circulation, like that of the blood in the ha-
{ man body, and Bngland is the heart to which al!
- the ftreants which it difiributes are refunded and -
f returned : nay,inconfequence ofthat luxury which
i our connexion with England hath greatly encou- 4
raged, if not introduced, all the produce of our

lands, and all the profits of our trade; are engroffed
by the natives of South Britain; for youn will find
that the exchange between the two kingdems is al-

Ways againlt Scotland, and that fhe retains neither

- gold nor filver fufficient for her ewn Circulatxpn.

Fhe Scots, not content with their own manufac-

tures and produce, whichawould very well safwer
Mo 11, N ali
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all necellary occafions, feem to vie with each ather

in purchafing fuperfluities from England 3 fuch as

broad-cloth, velvets, (tuffs, filks, lace, furs, jewels,
furniture of all forts, fugar, rum, tea, chocolate,
and coffee : in a word, not only every mode of the
moft extravagantluxury, but even many articles of
convenience, which they might find as good, and
suuch cheaper, in theirown country. For all thefe
p:u-tic:ulars, 1 conceive England may touch about
one million fterling a year. I do not pretend to
make an exact calculation ; perbapsitmay be fome-

thing lefs, and perhaps a great deal more. The

annual revenue arifing from all the private eftates

of Scotland cannot fall fhort of a million fterling;

and, I fhould imagine, their trade will amount to

as much more. T know the lin@n manufacture alone |

' yeturns near half a million, exclufive of the home-

confumption of that article. If, therefore, North

Britain pays a balance of a millien annually to &
England, Linfit upon it, that country is more va-
luable to her, in the way of commerce, thanany
colony in her poficilion, over and above the other |

advantages which I have fpecified; therefore they

are no friends, either to England or to truth, who

aifeét fo depreciate the northern part of the united
Kingdom.? B
* [“muft own I was at firft a little nettled to find
miy [elt {ehooled in fo many particulars. “Thoug
Jid net receive all his aflertions as gofpel, T
not prepared to refute them' an

dice and error. Atter fome recolleétion—¢ Well,
captain,” faid I, ¢ you bave argued ftoutly for the
iniportang your own country : for my part,

have fuch aregard for our fellow fubjetts of Norlv
Britain, that i fhall be glad to fee the day when
vour peafants can afford to aive alg thcin‘ o:;t:;f‘\
by O AT B T v o [1€ Nl
theis cattle, hogs, and P?“lf,‘-;_?;l n}nd indu befelv‘ﬁ"

d I‘cdnn'otjhgi}}_
now acquielcing in his remarks, fo far as to think, -
¢hat the contempt for Scotland, whieh prevails too
En;uch onthis fide the Tweed, is founded on preji~ |
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felves with good wheaten loaves, inftead of fuch
poor, unpalatable, and inflammatory diet.” Here

again I brought myfelf into a premunire with the
difputaceous Caledonian. He faid he hoped he
thould never fee the common people lifted out of
that fphere for which they were intended by nature
and the courfe of things; that they might have
fome reafon to complain of their bread, if it were
mixed, like that of Norway, with faw-duft and fifh-
' bones ; but that oatmeal was, he apprehended, as
nourifhing and falutary as wheat-flour, and the
Scots in general thought it at leaft as favoury. He
affirmed, that a moufe, which, in the article of felf-
prefervation, might be fuppofed to act from infal-
lible inftinét, would always prefer oats to wheat,

{as appeared from experience; for, in a place where .
there was a parcel of each, that animal had never
begun to feed upon the latter till all the oats were
confumed. For their nutritive quality, he appealed
to the hale robuft conftitutions of the people who
,!ived chiefly upon oatmeal ; and, inftead of being
| inflammatory, he afferted, that it was a cooling
{fub-acid, balfamick and mucilaginous ; infomuch
that, in all inflammatory diftempers, recourfe was
had to water-gruel, and flummery made of oatmeal.
¢ At leaft,” faid I, ¢ give me leave to wifh them
fuch a degree of commerce as may enable them to
“follow their own inclinations.—¢ Heaven forbid 1"
cried this philofopher. ¢ Woe be to that nation
. where the multitude is atliberty to follow their own
inclinations I Commerce is undoubtedly a blefling,
while refirained within its proper channels ; buta
glut of wealth brings along with it a glut of evils :
it brings falfe tafte, falfe appetite, falfe wants, pro-
fufion, venality, contempt of order, engendering a
‘{pirit of licentioufnefs, infolence, and faction, that
keeps the community in continual ferment, and in
time deftroys all the diftinétions of civil fociety; fo
“that univerfal anarchy and uproar muit enfue.
Will any fenfible man affirm that the national ad~

: N 2 vantages
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vantages of opulence are to be fought on thefe
terms *’—¢ No, fure ; but I'am one of thofe who
think, that, by proper regulations, commerce may
produce every national benefit without the allay of
fuch concomitant evils.’ : :

So much for the dogmata of 'my friend Lifma-
hago ; whom I defcribe the more circumftantially,
as I firmly believe he will fet up his reft in Mon-
:mouthfhire. Yefterday, while I was alone with
him, he atked, in {fome confufion, if I fhould haye
any objection to the fuccefs of a gentleman and a
{oldier, provided he fhould be fo fortunate as to
engage my fifter’s affe€tion. I anfwered, without
hefitation, that my fifter was old enough to judge
for herfelf ; and that I fhould be very far from dif- |
approving any refolution fhe might take in his fa-
vour. His eyes fparkled at this declaration. He.
declared he fhould think himf{elf the happieft man.
on earth to be connetted with my family ; and that!
he thould never be weary of giving me proofsof
his gratitude and attachment. I fuppofe Tabby and
_he arealready agreed ; in which cafe we fhall have
a wedding at Brambleton Hall, and you fhall give
away the bride: it is the leaft thing you can do, by
way of atonement for your former cruelty to that
poor love-fick maiden, who hasbeen fo long a thorn
in the fide-of your’s i A

Sept. 20. Matt. Brambles:
We have been at Buxton ; but, as T did not much

velith either the company or the accommiodation, |

and had no occafion for the water, we ftayed but

two nights in the place. 3 d

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart. at Oxon.
Dear Wat, 7
ADVENTURES begin to thicken asweadvanceto
the fouthward. Lifmahago hasnow profe ffed him-
{elf the admirer of our aunt, and carries on his ad-
dreffes under the fanétion of her brother’s appros
bation ; fo that we fhall certainly have a wedtg;g ,
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{ by Chriftmas. I fhould be glad you was prefent at
| the nuptials, to help me to throw the ftocking, and

perform other ceremonies peculiar to that occafion.

' T am fure it will be productive of fome diverfion ;

and, truly, it would be worth your while to come
acrofs the country to fee two fuch original figures
in bed together, with their laced night-caps; he
the emblem of good cheer, and fhe the picturc of
good-nature. All this agreeable profpett was
clouded, and had well nigh vanifhed entirely, in
confequence of a mifunderftanding between the

' future brothers-in-law, "which, however, is now
| happily removed.

A few days ago, my uncle and I, going to vifita

| relation, met with Lord Oxmington at his houfe,
{ who afked us to dine with him next day, and we

accepted the invitation. Accordingly, leaving our
P ) 8

_women under the care of Captain Lifmahago, at

the inn where we had lodged the preceding night,
in a little town, about a mile from his lordihip’s
dwelling, we went at the hour appointed, and had
a fafhionable meal ferved up with muchoftentation
to a company of about a dozen perfons, none of
whom we liad ever feen before. His lordfhip is
much more remarkable for his pride and caprice,
than for his hofpitality and underftanding ; and,
indeed, it appeared that he confidered his guefts
merely as objeéts to fhine upon, fo as to reflect the
luftre of his own magnificence. There was much
ftate, but no courtefy ; anda great deal ot compli-

‘ment, without any converfation. Beforcine delfert

was removed, otir noble entertainer provofed three
general toafts: then calling for a glafs of wine, and
bowing all round, wifhed us a good afternoon.
This was the fignal for the company to break up,
and they obeyed it immediately, all except our
fouire, who was greatly fhocked at the manner of
this difmiflion. He changed countenance, bit his

lips in filence, but (till kept his feat ; fo that his

lordfhip found himfelf obliged to give us another
‘ N3 hint,

5
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hint, by faying, he fhould be glad to fee us anothes
time. ¢ There is no time like the time prefent,’
cried Mr. Bramble : ¢ your lordfhip has not yet
drank a bumper to thz beft in Ghriffendom.’—¢ Pll
drink no more bumpers to day,’ anfwered our
landlord ; ¢ and I am forry to fee you have drank
too many.—Order the gentleman’s carriage to the
gate.’ So faying, he rofe, and retired abruptlys
our {quire ftarting up at the fame time, laying his
hand upon his {word, and eyeing him with a moft
ferocious afpett.  The mafter having vanifhed in
this manner, our uncle bdde one of the fervantsto
{ee what was to pay ; and the fellow anfwering—
¢ Thisis noinn:—¢ I cry you mercy,’ cried the
other; ¢ I perceive it 1s not ; if it were,. the land-|
lord would be more civil. Thereis a guinea, how-
ever ; take it and tell your lord, that I fhall not
leave the country till I have had an opportunity to.
thank him in perfon for his politenefs and Lofpita-
lity.” - v

We then walked down ftairs through a double
range of lacqueys, and getting into the chaife, pro-
ceeded homewards. Perceiving the fquire much
ruffled, I yentured to difapprove of his refentment;
obferving that, as Lord Oxmington was wellknown|
to have his brain very ill-timbered, afenfible man
thould rather laugh. than be angry, at his ridicqe
lous want of breeding.. Mr. Bramble took um:.
brage at my prefuming to be wifer than he upon
this occafion ; and he told me, that as he had al-
ways thought for himfelf in every occurrence 1t
life, he would fill ufe the fame privilege, with my
good leave. oo

When we returned to our inn, he clofeted Lif-
mahago ; and having explained his griévance, {15-
fired that gentleman to go and demand fatisfaction
of Lord Oxmington in his name. The lieutenait
charged himfelf with this commiffion, and imme=
diately fet out onhorfeback forhis lordfhip’shotfé:
attended, athis own requeft, by my man, Archy
¢ Macalping
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r Macalpine, who had been ufed to military fervice ;

and truly, if Macalpine had been mounted upon an

| afs, this couple might have pafled for the Knight

' Macalpine made a foldierly retreat witl

of L.a Mancha and his fquire Panza. It was not
till after fome demur, that Lifmahago obtained a
private audience, at which he formally defied his
lordfhip to fingle combat, in the name of Mr.

‘Bramble, and defired him to appoint the time and

place. Lord Oxmington was fo confounded at this
unexpetted meffage, that he could not, for fome

time, make any articulate reply, but ftood ftaring
at the lieutenant with manifeft marks of perturba-

tion. At length, ringing a bell with great vehe-
mence, hé exclaimed—¢ What! a commoner fend a
challenge to a peer of the realm | Privilege | privi-
lege | Here is a perfon brings mea challenge from
the Welfhman that dined at my table. An impu-
dent fellow ! My wine is not yet out of his head.’

The whole hotife was immediately in commotion.
the two
horfes ; but the captain was fuddenly farrounded
and difarmed by the footmen, whom a French va-
let de chambre headed in this exploit ; his fvord
was paffed through a clofe-fiool, and his perfon
through the horfe-pond. In this plight he returned
to the inn, half mad with his difgrace. So vielent

_yvas the rage of his indignation, that he miftook its

object. He wanted to quarrel with Mr. Bramble ;
‘he faid, he had been difhonoured on his account,
and he looked for reparation at his hands. My un-
cle’s back was up in a moment ; and he defired him

 to explain his pretenfions. * Either compel Lord

Oxmington to give me fatisfation,” cried he, “or
give it me in your own perfon.’—¢ The latter part
of the alternative is the moft eafy and expeditious,’

.replied the fquire, ftarting up : ¢if you are difpofed
. for a walk, I will dttend you this moment.’

Here they were interrupted by Mrs. Tabby,

[ who had overheard all that paffed.” She now burtt

into the room, and running betwixt them, in gredt
; agitation=—
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agitation—-¢ Is this your regard for me,’ faid fhe o
the lieutenant, ¢ to feek the life of my brother?
Lifmahago, who feemed to grow cool as my uncle
grew hot, affured her he had a very great refpect
for Mr. Bramble, but he had ftill more for his own
honour, which had f{uffered pollution ; but if that
could be once purified, he thould have no further
caufe of diffatisfaétion. The fquire faid he fhould
have thought it incumbent upon him to vindicate
the lieutenant’s honour ; but, as he had now carv-
ed for himfelf, he might fwallow and digell it as
well as he conld. In a word, what betwixt the
mediation of Mrs. Tabitha, the recollection of the
captain, who perceived he had gone too far, and
the remonftrances of your humble fervant, who
jeined them at this juncture, thofe two originals
were perfeétly reconciled ; and then we proceeded
to deliberate upon the means of taking vengeance
for the infults they had reéceived from the petulant
peer ; for, until that aim fhould be accomplifhed,
Mr.« Bramble fwore, with great emplhafis, thathe
would not leave the inn where we now lodged, even
if he fhould pafs his Chrifimas on the {pot.

In confequence of our deliberations, we next
day, in the forenoon, proceeded in a body to his
lordfhip’s houfe, all of us, with our fervants, in-
cluding the coachman, mounted a-horfeback, with
our piltols loaded and ready primed. Thus pre-

ared for action, we paraded folemnly and flowly
gcforc his lordfhip’s gate, which we paffed three
¢imes in fuch a manner, that he could not but fee.

us, and fufpect the caufe of our appearance- After

dinner, we returned, and performed the fame €a- <
valcade, which was again repeated the morning
following ; but we had no occalion to perfift in thefe
manceuvres,  About noon-we were vifited b_\'"h;

gentleman at whofe houfe we’ had firft feen LO{Q%
0

Oxmington. He now came to make apologiijT
the name of his lordfhip, who declared he had ®

: A ; R
iniention to give offence to my uncley in ng\nlﬁanta
il
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‘what had been always the cuftom of hishoufe ; and
{ that as for the indignities which had been put upon
| the officer, they were offered without his lordfhip’s
| knowledge, at the inftigation of his valet de cham-
" bre. ¢1f that be the cafe,’ faid my uncle, in a pe-
remptory tone, ¢ I fhall be contented with Lord
Oxmington’s perfonal excufes; and I hope my
| friend will be fatisfied with his lordfhip’s turning
I'that in{olent rafcal out of his fervice.’—¢ Sir,’ cried
" Lifmahago, ¢ I muftinfit upon taking perfonal ven-
geance for the perfonal injuries I have fuftained.’
~ After fome debate, the matter wasadjufted in this
manner. His lord(hip, meeting us at our friend’s
houfe, declared he was forry for what had happen-
ed ; and that he had no intention to give umbrage.
The valet de chambre afked pardon of the lieute-
_nantupon his knees, when Lifmahago, to the afto-
nithment of all prefent, gave him a violent kick on
the face, which laid him on his back, exclaiming
in a furious tone—: Oui je te pardsnne, gens foulre.>
Such was the fortunate iffue of this perilous ad-
venture, which threatened abundance of vexation
to.our family; for the fquire is one of thofe who
will facrifice both life and fortune, rather than leave
what they conceived to be the leaft fpeck or blemifh
upon their honour or reputation. His lord(hip had
10 {ooner pronounced his apology, \.V'lfh avery bad
grace, than he wentaway in fome diforder ; and I
dare fay, he will never invite another Welfhman to
hisitablesizia
We forthwith quitted the field of this atchieve-
ment in order to profecute our journey ; but we
follow no determinate courfe. We make fmall de-
viations, to fee the remarkable towns, villas, and
curiofities on each fide of our route : fo thatwe ad-
vance by flow fteps towards the borders of Mon-
mouthfhire: butin the midft of thefe irregular mo-
tions, there isno abberration nor eccentricity inthat
affe&ion with which I am, dear Wat, your’s always,
Sept. 28. J. Melford.
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To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,

AT what time of lifc may a man think himfelf.
exempted from the neceffity of facrificing his repofe |
to the punétilios of a contemptible world ? 1 have
been engaged in a ridiculous adventure, which T
fhall recount at meeting; and this, I hope, will
not be much longer delayed, as we have now per-
formed almoft all our vifits, and feen every thing
that T think has any right to retard us in our jour-
ney homewards. A few days ago, underftanding, |
by accident, that my old friend Baynard wasin the |
country, I would not pafs fo near his habitation
without paying him a vifit, though our correfpond-|
ence had beeninterrupted foralong courfe of years. |

I felt myfelf very fen(ibly affected by the ideasof |
our paft intimacy, as we approached the place
where we had fpent fo many happy days together;
but when we arrived at the houfe, I could notre-
cognize any one of thofe objects which had been fo
deeply imprefled upon my remembrance. The tall |
oaks that fhaded the avenue had been cut down,
and the iron gates at the end of it removed, toge- |
ther with the high wall that furrounded the court-
yard. The houfe itfelf, which was formerly a con-
vent of Ciftercian monks, had a venerable appeat-
ance ; and along the front, that looked into the gar--
den, was a ftone gallery, which afforded me many-
an agreeable walk, when I was difpofed to be con-
templative. Now the old front is covered witha
{creen of modern architeture ; fo that all without .
js Grecian, and all within Gothick. As for the«
gardan, which was well ftocked with the beft fruit
which England could produce, there is not no:,
the leaft veltige remaining of trees, walls, orheffiged'
Nothing appears but a naked circus of loofe_dzné?
with a dry bafon, and a leaden triton in the mt : r';

You muft know, that Baynard, at his fathers

@eath, had a clear eftate of fifteen hund rcdap;g:r.s::
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‘a year, and was in other refpeéts extremely well
qualified to make a refpetable figure in the com-
{monwealth ; but, what with fome excefles of youth,
land the expence of a contefted election, he in a few
Iyears found himfelf encumbered with a debt of ten
thoufand pounds, which he refolved to difcharge
by means of a prudent marriage. He accordingly
married a Mifs Thomfon, whofe fortune amounted
| to double the fum that he owed. She was the daugh-
ter of a citizen, who had failed in trade ; but her
fortune came by an uncle who died in the Eaft In-
dies. Her own parents being dead, fhe lived with
‘amaiden aunt, who had fuperintended her educa-
tion ; and, in all appearance, was well enough qua-
lified for the ufual purpofes of the married ftate.
Her virtues, however, {tood rather upon a negative
than a pofitive foundation. She was neither proud,
infolent, nor capricious, nor given to fcandal, nor
addiéted to gaming, nor inclined to gallantry. She
could read, and write, arid dance, and fing, and play
upon the harpfichord, and {matter Frenc (,_a}nd take
a hand at whift and ombre ; but even thefe accom-
' plihments fhe poffeffed by halves. She excelled in
nothing. Her converfation was flat, her ftile mean,
and her expreffion embarraffed. Ina word, her
charadter was totally infipid. Her perfon was not
difagreeabie ; but there was nothing graceful in her
addrefs, norengaging in her manners ; and fhe was
{o ill qualified to do the honours of the houle, that
when fhe fat at the head of the table, one was al-
ways looking for the miftre(s of the family in fome
other place. :
Baynard had flattered himfelf, that it would be
"no difficult matter to mould fuch a fubject after his
own fathion, and that fhe would chearfully enter
into his views, which were wholly turned to do-
nieftick happinefs. He propofed to refide always
In the country, of whichlie was fond to a degree of
enthufialm ; to cultivate his eftate, which was very
upproyeable ; to enjoy the exercife of rural diver-
: fions;



148 HUMPHRY CLINKER. %
fions ; to maiptain an intimacy of correfpondence
with fome friends that were fettled in his neigh-
bourhood ; tokeep a comfortable houfe, without
{uffering his expence to exceed the limits of hisin-|
come ; and to find pleafure and employment for
wife in the management and avocations of her own
family. This, however, was a vifionary fcheme,
which he never was able to realize. His wife was
as ignorant as a new-born babe of every thing that
related to the conduct of a family ; and fhe had no
idea of a country life. Her underftanding did not
reach fo far as to comprehénd the ficlt principles of
difcretion ; and, indeed, if her capacity had been
better than it was, her natural indolence would not|
have permitted heritoabandon a certain routine, to.
which fhe had been habituated. She had not taf}e_d.
enough to relifh any rational enjoyment ; but her
ruling paflion was vanity ; not that {pecies which
arifes from felf-conceit of fuperior accomplifh-
ments, but that which is of a baftard and ideot na-
ture, excited by {hew and oftentation, which im=|
plies not even the leaft confcioufnefs of any per-
fonal merit. = e |

The nuptial peal of noife and nonfenfe being
rung out in all the ufual changes, Mr. Baynard
thought it high time to make her acquai ith.
the particulars of the plan which he had projec
He told her that his fortune, thongh fufficient toai=
ford all the comforts of life, was not ample enobgt
to command all the fuperfluitics:of pomp and pa-|
geantry, which, indeed, were equally abfurd and%
intolerable. He therefare hoped fhe would haveno:
objeétion to their leaving London in the fpring
when he would take the opportunity to d
unneceffary domeftics, whom he had hired for the
occalion of their marriage. She heard him lrn'jﬁg;
lence, and after fome paufe—*¢So,’ faid fhe, ¢ 1 amto
be buried in the country!” He was fo cqntonnde 3;5
this reply, that he could not fpeak for fome m)

nutes: at length he told her; he was much m‘gﬁi
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ed to find he had propofed any thing that was dif-
reeable to her ideas : ¢TI am fure,” added he, ¢ [
t nothing more than tolay down a comfortable
of living within. the bounds of our fortune,
h is but moderate>—¢ Sir,’ faid fhe, ¢ you are
beft judge of your own affairs. My fortune, I
ow, does not exceed twenty thoufand pounds.
‘even with that pittance, I might have had a
ind who would not have begrudged me a houfe
ondon.—¢ Good God ! my dear,’ cried poor
ard, in the utmoft agitation, ¢ you do not
_me {o fordid. I only hinted what I thought—
t, I do not pretend to impofe—’ ¢ Yes, Sir,”
irelumed the lady, ¢itis your prerogative to com-
nand, and my duty to obey.?
So {aying, fhe burft into tears, and retired to her
‘chamber, where fhe was joined by her aunt. He
ndeavoured to recollect himfelf, and act with vi-
{gour of mind on this occafion; but was betrayed
y the tendernefs of his nature, which was the
reateft defect of his conftitution. He found.the
int in tears, and the niece in a fir, which held her
the beft part of eight liours ; at the expiration of
Iwhich fhe began to talk incoherently about death
nd her dear hufband, who had fat by her all” this
{time, and now preffed her hand to his lips, in a
‘tianfport of grief and penitence for'the offence he
had given. Erom thence forward, he carefully
Void: entioning the country ; and they conti-
ucked deeper and deeper into the vor-
avagance and diffipation, leading what
£ ‘a fafhionable life in town. About the lat-
iter end of July, however, Mrs Baynard, in order
i of of conjugal obedience, defired,
f her own actord, that they might pay a vifit to
is country-houfe, asthere was no company leftin
ondon. He would have excufed himfelf from
excurfion, which was no partof ¢ onti
lan he had propofed; but fhe infifted nzﬁm-
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away they went with fuch an equipage as aftonift
the whole country. All that remained of the fez
fon was engroffed by receiving and returning
in the nemhbourhood, and, in thisi 1nrercour
wasdifcovered that Sir John Chickwell had a houf,
fleward and one footman in livery more than ]
compliment of Mr. Baynard's houfhold.
remark was made by the aunt at table, and afft
to by the hufband, who obferved that Si
Chickwell might very well afford to kee
fervants than were found in the family of a
who had not half his fortune. Mys. Baynard
no fupper that evening ; but was feized with a\
lent fit, which complmted her triumph ove
{pirit of her confort. The two fupernumerary |
vants were added. The family plate was fold
old filver, and a new fervice procured; fafhi
able furniture was provided, and the whole hou
turned topfy-turvy.

At their return to London, in the beo'mnmg of
winter, he, with a heavy heart, communi
thefe particulars to me in confidence.” Before h
marriage, he had introduced me to the lad
particular friend; and I now offered, in that ch

racter, to lay before her the neceflity of: xctormm
her cegonomy, if fhe had any regard to the
of her own family, or complaif
nations of her hufband. But

my offer, on the, fuppofition thal ;
were too delicate to bear expo tio!
it would only ferve to overwhelm he
diftrefs as would make himfelf mlferable

Baynard is a man of fpirit; and ha
a lermagant, hé would have know
with her ; but, either by accident o &,
faftened upon the weak fide of his foul, and- held’
{o faft, that he has been in fubjeétion ever fince.
afterwards advifed him to car ry her ‘abroad
Trance or Ttaly, where he might grauf\' her
for half the expence it coft himin En; f!and

=
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| this advice he followed accordingly. She was agrece-
§ ably flattered with the idea of feeing and knowing
I foreign parts, and foreign fathions; of being pre-
nted to fovereigns, and living familiarly with
rinces. She forthwith {eized the hint which I had
rown out on purpofe, and even prefled Mr Bay-
ard to haften his departure ; fo thatina few weeks
‘croffed the fea to France, with a moderate
n, flill including the aunt, who was her bofomn
ouncellor, and abetted her in all her oppofition to
er hufband’s will. Since that period, I have had
ttle or no opportunity to rencw our former cor-
efpondence. All that I knew of his tranfactions,
mounted to no more than that, after an abfence of
- two years, they returned folittle improved in ceco-
| momy, that they launched out into new oceans of
{ extravagance, which, at length, obliged him to
ortgage his eftate. By thistime fhe had bore him
hree children, of which the laft only furvives, a
uny boy of twelve or thirteen, who will be ruined
n his cducatiou,%:y the indulgence of his mother.
- Asfor Baynard, neither hisown good fenfe, nor
he dread of indigence, nor the confideration of his
hildren, has been of force fufficient to ftimulate
im into the refolution of breaking at once the
ameful fpell by whichhe feems enchanted. With
tafte capable of the moft refined enjoyment, 2
eart glowing with all the warmth of friendfhip and
nd a difpofition firongly turned to the
I pleafures of a retired and country
urried about in a perpetual tumule; a-
ob of beings pleafed with rattles, baubles,
c , fo void of fenfe and diftinétion, that
acute philofopher would find itavery
difcover for what wife purpofe of Pro-
idence they were created. Friendfhip is not tobe
ound ; nor can the amufements for which he fighs
- be enjoyed within the rotation of abfurdity to
hich he is doomed for life. He haslong refigned
#ll views of improving his fortune by management
'" SO S and

?
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and attention to the exercife of hufbandry, in which
he delighted ; and, as to domeftick happinefs, nct
the leait glimpfe of hope remains to amufe his im;
gination. Thus blafted in'all his profpeéts
could not fail to be overwhelmed with melancho
and chagrin, which have preyed upon his he
and fpirits in fuch a.manner, that he is now th
ened with a confumption.

1 have given you a fketch of the man whom
other day T went to vifit. At the gate we
great number of powdered lacquies, but no ci
lity.  After we had fat a confiderable time in ¢
coach, we were told, that Mr. Baynard had %
out, and that his lady was dreffing; but we w
introduged to a parlour fo very fine and delica

. that in‘ﬁl appearance it wasdefigned to be feenonl
- not inhabited. The chairsand couches were carv
gilt, and covered with rich damafk, fo fmooth a
{leek, that they looked as if they

upon. . There was no car

along them; and as for the fove, it was-to
and polifhed to be polluted with | >
by the fmoke of any grofs material fire. . W
had remained above half an hour facrificing
inho?"xtable power of this zemple of i
friend Baynard arrived; and underft ding:
in the houfe, made his appearance, fo m
low, and dejected, that I really fhoul
know him, had I met with him in any
Runningup to me, with great eagernefs
me in his embrace, and his heart i

for fome minutes he could not fpea aving f¢
luted us all round, he perceived ou mor
able fituation, and conduéting us into an
apartment, which had fire in the chimney, ca
for chocolate. Then withdrawing, he retu
with a compliment from his wife, and, in the
time, prefented his fon Harry, a fhambling,
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in the habit of a huffar ; very rude, for-
and .impertinent. His father would have
im to.a boarding-fchool, but his mamma and
not hear of his lying out of the houfe;
was a clergyman engaged as his tutor

but juft turned of twelve, and the
s in commotion to prepare a formal
forefaw it would be late before we
propofed a walk to Mr. Baynard, that
verfe together frecly. In the courfe
mbulation, when I expreffed fome fur-
that he had returned fo foon from 1taly, he
me to underftand, that his going abroad had
all anfwered the purpofe for which he left
hat although the expence of living was
It t home, refpet being had
] n both countries, it had
himi to lift himfelf above
ight-be on fome footing
quifles, “cavaliers, with
y. He was obliged to hire
vants, to take off a great va-
d to keep a fumptuous ta-
e fcorocconi of the country;
ideration of this kind, would
ttention to an untitled foreign-
r fortune be ever fo refpeétable.
ard was continually {urrounded
five loungers, under the d
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admitted to their affemblies without feruple. Thus.
favoured, fhe conceived too great an idea of her|
own importance, and when the duchefs left Rom
refolved to have a converfazione that ‘thould |
the Romans no room:to regret her grace's d
ture. She provided hands for a mufical ente:
ment, and fent bighetti of invitation to eve
fon of diftin&tion ; but not one Roman of
{ex appeared at her affembly. She was tl
{eized with a violent fit, and kept her be
days, at the expiration of which the declare
the air of Italy would be the ruin of her con
tion. TInorder to prevent this cataftrophe, fh
Ipeedily removed to Geneva, from whence th
turned to England, by the way of Lyonsand "
By the time they arrived at Calais, fhe had p
chafed fuch a quantity of filks
thatit was neceffary to hi
over, and this veffel was tak
cutter ; fo that they loft t|
had coft them above eight hu;
It now appeared, that her tra
no effect upon her, but that of
expenfive and fantaftick than ever. -
lead the fathion, not only in point.
but in every article of talle and
Shemade a drawing of the new.
in the country ; fhe pulled up th
down the walls of the garden,
ealterly wind, which Mt Bayn:
been at great pains to exclude.
ing out ground, fhe feized
irm of two hundred acres; ab
which fhe parcelled out i
s, having a great bafon in t
1 the poured a \\’110\%“*' e
mills, and afforded the beft trout in the
The bottom of the bafon, however, was
» that it would not hold the water,
through the earth, and made a bog i
S G W

A
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hole plantation: in a word, the ground which
ormerly paid him one hundred and fifty pounds a
ear, now coft him«twohundred pounds a year to
ep it in tolerable order, over and above the fir(t
ence of trees, fhrubs, flowers, turf, and gra-
‘There was not an inch of garden-ground left
the houfe, nora tree that produced fruit of
nd ; nor did he raife a trufs of hay, ora
; for his horfes, nor had he a fingle
him milk for his tea; farlefs did ever
eeding his ownmutton, pigs, and poul-
article of houfekeeping, even the moft
‘onfiderable, was brought from the next market-
wa at the diftance of five miles, and thither they
i fent a courier every morning to fetch hot rolls for
reakfaft. In fhort, Baynard fairly owned that he
[pent double his income, and that in a few years he
his eftate for the payment
‘his wife had fuch delicate
| i lity of {pirit, that fhe could
| meither bear remonflrance, be itever {o gentle, nor
étife any fcheme of retrenchment, even if the
| perceived the neceffity of fuch a mealure. He had,
| therefore, ceafed frrugeling againt the ftream, and
| endeavoured to reconcile himfelf to ruin, by re-
fle@tion that his child at leaft would inherit his
nothe which was fecured to him by the
age.
ch he gave me of his affairs, filled
.griefand indignation. Iinveighed
e indifcretion of his wife, and re-
th his unmanly acquiefcen
hy which fhe exerted. le
is refolution,and make one
gage himfelf from a ti
nd pernicious. 1 offere
c 1 undertook
even to bring about a ref
if he would only authorife me to
I fhould form for his advantage.
g Tl hgas

-
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T was fo affeCed by the fubjeét, that I counld not |
help mingling tears with my remonftrances; and |
Baynard was {o penetrated with thefe marks of my
affeétion, that he loft all power of utterance. He |
prefled me to his breaft with great emotion, and -
wept in filence. At length he exclaimed—¢ Friend~
fhip is undouhtedly the moft precious balm of lif
Your words, dear Bramble, have in a great mea-
{ure recalled me from an abyfs of defpondence, in
which I’vebeen long overwhelmed, I will, upo
honour, make you acquainted with a diftinct ftat
of my affairs, and, as far as T am able to go, wil
follow the courfe you prefcribe. But there are cer-
tain lengths which my nature—The truth is, there |
are tender connexions, of which a batchelor hasno
idea, Shall I own my weaknefs? T cannot bear
the thoughts of making that woman uneafy.’—
¢ And yet,’ cried I, ¢ fhe has made you unhappy for
a feries of years—unhappy from her mifcondudt,
without ever fhewing the leaft inclination to alle-
viate your diftrefs.’—¢ Nevertlielefs,” {faid he, I
am perfuaded fhe loves the with the moft warm af-
fection ; but thefe are incongruities in the compo=
firion of the human mind which 1 hold to be inex- |
plicable. i ]
I was fhocked at his infatuation, and changed the
fubject, atter we had agreed to maintain a clofe’
correlpondence for the future. He then gavé nie
teunderftand, that he had two neighbours, who,
like himfelf, were driven by their wives at fi
{peed, in the high road to bankruptcy and
All the three hufbands were of difpofitions
different from each othier, and, accordin® to thi
variation, their copforts were admirably fuited ¢
the purpole of kteygng‘ themn all threein fubjetti
The views of the ladies were exaltly th
They vied in grandeur, thatiis, in cfientation, wi
the wife of Sir Charles Chickwell, who had fos
times their fortune; and fhe again piqued |
wpon making an equal figure with a neighbouring:
g BT 35 ¢ peere!s:

4
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[peerefs, whofe revenue trebled her own. Here
hen was the fable of the frog and the ox realized
in four different inftances within the fame county;
ne large fortune, and three moderate eftates, in a
ir way of being burft by the inflation of female
ity: and in three of thefe inftances, three dif-
nt forms of female tyranny were exercifed.
Baynard was fubjugated by praétifing upon
ndernefs of his nature. Mr. Milkfan, be-
£ a timorous difpofition, truckled to the info-
of atermagant. Mr. Sowerby, who was of
mper neither to be moved by fits, nor driven
enaces, had the fortune to be fitted with an
pmate, who affailed him with the weapons of
irony and fatire ; fometimes {neering in the way
fof compliment; fometimes throwing out farcal-
tick ‘comparifons, implying reproaches upon his
want of tafle, {pirit, and generofity ; by which
ans fhe {timulated his paffions from one act of
ravagance to-another,  juft as the circumftances
f her vanity required. s
1l thefe three ladies have at this time, the fame
.u,qiber of horfes, carriages, and fervantsin and out
f livery; the fame variety of drefs ; the fame quan-
ity of plate and china; the like ornamentsin fur-
| Diture ; and in their entertainments they endeavour
0.exceed one another in the variety, delicacy, and
pence, of their difhes. 1believeit will be found,
enquiry, that nineteen out of twenty who are
| by extravagance, fall a facrifice to the ridi-
pride and vanity of filly women, whofe parts
=ldin contempt by the very men whom they
e and enflave, Thank Heaven, Dick, that,
follies and weakngiles of human na-
10t yet falleninto that of matrimony.
ynardand Thad difenffed all thele mat-
ure, we returned towards the houfe, and
try with our two women, who had come
a take the air, as the lady of the manfion had
yet made her appearance. In fhort, Mrs.
e Baynard
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Baynard did not produce herfelf till abouta quar.i
ter of an hour beforedinner was upon table. Then
her hufband brought her into the parlour, accom-
panied by her aunt and fon, and fhe received us
with a coolnels of referve fufficient to freeze the
very foul of hofpitality. Though fhe knew I had
been the intimate friend of her hufband, and had
often feen me with him in London, fhe fhewed ng
marks of recognition or regard, when I addrelied
myfelf to her in the moft friendly terms of faluta-
tion. Shedid not even exprels the common com-
pliment of—¢ I am glad to fee you;’ or—¢1 hope
you have enjoyed your health fince we had the:
pleafure of feeing you ;* or fome fuch words of |
courfe ; nor did {he once open her mouth in the
way of welcome to my fifter and my niece, but fat
in filence like a ftatue, with an afpect of infenfibi--
lity. Her aunt, the model upon which fhe had
been formed, was indeed the very effence of infipid
formality ; but the boy was very pertand impu-
dent, and prated without ceafing. :

Atdinner the lady maintained the fame ung;‘ad-i
ous indifference, never fpeaking, but in whifpers .f*’gﬁ

her aunt; and as to the repaft, it was made up 0%
a parcel of kickfhaws, contrived by a French cooky
without one fubftantial article adapted to the fatis=
fattion of an Englifh appetite. The pottage Wa5
little better than ‘bread foaked in difhwafhings
luke-warm; the ragoiits looked as if they had beent]
once eatenand half digeited ; the fricaffees were i~
. volved in a nafly yellow poultice; and the ¢
were fcorched and ftinking for the honour of
fumet. The deflert confifted of faded fruit
iced froth, a good emblem of our landlady’s
rafter; the table-beer was four, the water
and the wine vapid : but there was a parac
_ plate and china, and a powdered lacquey {tood P
nind every chair, except thofe of the {
miftre(s of the houfe, who were ferved by
valetsdrefled like gentlemen, We dined ina lat
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{old Gothick parlour, which was formerly the hall.
t was now paved with marble; and, notwith-
fanding the fire, which had been kindled about
inhour, ftruck me with fucha chilly fenfation, that,
vhen I entered it, the teeth chattered in my jaws.
fhort, every thing was cold, comfortlefs, and
lifgutting, except the looks of my friend Baynard,
hich declared the warmth of his affeftion and
gmanity. J
After dinner we withdrew into another apart-
‘ment, where the boy began to be impertinently
{troublefome.to my niece Liddy. He wanted a play-
ellow, forfooth ; and would have romped withher,
(had fhe encouraged his advances. He was even fo
fimpudent as to natch a kifs, at which fhe changed
lcountenance, and feemed uneafy ; and though his
{father checked him for the rudenefs of his behavi-
lour, he became {o outrageous'as to thruft his hand
in her bofom ; an infultto which fhe did not tamely
fubmit, though one of the mildeft creatures upon
learth. Her eyes'fparkling with refentment, fhe
{ftarted up, and lent him fuch a box on the ear, as
Hent him ﬂaggering;u‘i the other fide of the room.
I« Mifs Melford,” cried his father, ¢you have
{treated him with the utmoft propriety. Iam only
Horry that the impertinence of any child of mine
{lould have occafioned this exertion of your {pirit,
{Which I cannot but applaud and admire.” His wife
lwas fo far~from affenting to the candour of this
pology, that fhe rofe from the table, and, taking
her fon by the hand—¢ Come child,” faid fhe;
“your father cannot abide you.” So faying, fhe
Iretired with this hopeful youth, and was followed
Ther gouvernante ; but neither the one or the
eigned to take the leaft notice of the com-

5
ard was exceedingly difconcerted; but I
ved his uneafinels was tinétured with refent-
it, and derived a good omen from this difcovery.
¥ ordered the horfes to be put to the carriage;
2 and,

v
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and, though he made fome efforts to detain usall:
night, I infiffed upon leaving‘the houfe immedi-
ately ; but, before 1 went away, I took an oppor- |
tunity of {peaking to him again in private. I faid
every thing [ could recolleét to animate his endea-
vours in thaking off thofe thameful trammels.
I made no fcruple to declare that his wife was
unworthy of that tender complaifance which he had |
fhewn to her foibles; that {he was dead to all the
genuine fentiments of conjugal affection, infenfible
of her own honour and intere#, and feemingly de- |
{titute of common fenfe and refleétion. T conjured
him to remember what he owed to his father’s |
houfe, to hisown reputation, and to his family, |
including even this unreafonable woman herfelf,
whowas driving on blindly to her own deftruction,
1 adyifed him to form a plan for retrenching fu- |
perfluons expence, and try to convince the aunt of
the neceflity of fuch a reformation, that fhe might
gradually prepare her niece | ts execution ; and
I exhoried hitnto turn that difagreeable piece of
formality out of the houle, if lie fhould find her
averfe vo his propofal. = : tt
Here he interrupted me with a fich, obferving,
that fuch a fiep would undoubredly be fatal to
Nrs. Baynard. < Ifhall lofe all patience,’ cried I,
1o hear you talk fo weakly: Mrs. Baynard’s fiss:
will never hurt her conftitution. 1 believe in m
confcience they are all affected : T am fure fhe ha
no feeling for your'diftrefles; and when you a
tuined, fhe will appear to have no feeling for I
own.” Finally, 1took his word and hoitour, that |
he would make an effortfiich as 1 had advifed ;that |
he would forma plan of ceconomy ; and, if he for
1t impracticable witheur my aflifance, he v
come to Bath in the winten,
give him the meeting, a terall
powWer to the retrievul of 'his atfairs.  With tl
Hitaal engagement we purted; and I thall thir |
mvieii fupremely hupp};,‘mi{, by my means, a worthy 5
: = & mat,
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man, whom I love and efteem, can be faved from
mifery, difgrace, and defpair.

1 have only one friend more to vifit in this part
of the  country, but he is of a complexion very
different from that of Baynard. You have heard
‘me mention Sir Thomas Bullford, whom I knew in
Ttaly. He is now become a country gentleman ;
| but being difabled by the gout from enjoying any
%’amufement abroad, he entertains himfelf within
_doors by keeping open houfe for all comers, and
playing upon the oddities and humours of his com-
pany ; but he himfelf is generally the greateft ori-
ginal at his table. He is very good-humoured,
talks much, and laughs without ceafing. Tam told
that all the ufe he makes of lis underftanding at
prefent, is to excite mirth, by exhibiting his guefts
in ludicrous attitudes. I know not how far we may
furnith him with entertainment of this kind ; but I
am refolved to beat up his quarters, partly with a
view to laugh with the knight himfelf, and partly
to pay my refpeéts to his lady, a good-natured fen-
fible woman, with whom he lives upon very eafy
terms, although the has not had the good fortune
to bring him an heir to his eftate.

And now, dear Dick, I mult tell you, for your
comfort, that you are the only man upon earth to
whom 1 would prefuime to fend fuch a long-winded
'E}Tiﬁ!e, which 1 could not find in my heart to cur=~
tail, becaufe the fubject interefted the warmelt paf-
fions of my heart; neither will I make any other
‘apology to a correfpondent who has been fo lorg

accuftomed to the impertinence of : :

Sept. 30. P : Matt. Bramble.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart. at Oxon.
Dear Knight, :

: d'I Berkrve there is fomething mifchievous in my

n{lfpol‘n_lqn, for nothing diverts me fo much as to

¢ t€ certain characters tormented with falfe terrors.

| We laft night lodged at the houfe of Sir Thomas

Vour. I1, P Bullford,
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Bullford, an old fricnd of my uncle, a jolly fellow;
of moderate intelle&ts, who, in {pité of the gout,
which hath lamed him, is refolved to be merry to
the laft; and mirth he has a particular knack in
extracting from his guefts, let their humour be ne-
ver fo cauftick or refractory. Befides our com-
pany, there was in the houfe a fat-headed juftice
of the peace, called Frogmore ; and a country prac-
titioner in furgery, who feemed to be our landlord's |
chief companion and confidant. We found the
knight fitting on a couch, with his crutches by his
fide, and his feet fupported on cufhions; but he
received us with a hearty welcome, and feemed
greatly rejoiced at our arrival. = After tea we werc
entertained with a {onata on the harpﬁchord by
Lady Bullford, who fung and played to admiration;
but Sir Thomas feemed to be a little afinine in the
article of ears, though he affected to be in raptures,
and begged his wife to favour us with an ariita of
her own compofing. This arieita, however, fhe
no fooner began to perform, than he and the juftice
fell afleep ; but the moment fhe ceafed playing, the
knight waked, fnorting, and exclaimed—¢ O cara!
what d'ye think, gentlemen? Will you talk any
more of your Pargolefi and your Corelli2* At the
fame time, he thruft his tongue in one cheek, and
leered with one eye at the doctor and me, who fat
on his left-hand. He concluded the pantomime
with a loud laugh, which he could command at all
times extempore. Notwithftanding his diforder;
he did not do penance’at fupper; nor did he ever

- refufe his glafs when the toalt went round, but ra

ther encouraged a quick circulation, both by pre-
cept and example. ¥4
I foon perceived the doftor had made himfelf
very neceffary to the baronet. He was the whet-
ftone of his wit, the butt of his fatire, and his ope
rator in certain experiments of humour, whick
were occafionally tried upon (rangers. Juftice.
Frogmoye was an excellent fubje& for this fpﬁcé?
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of philofophy ; fleekcand corpulent, folemn and
fhallow, he had ftudied Burn with uncommon ap-
plication, but he ftudied nothing {o much as the art
of living (that is, eating) well. This fat buck
had often afforded good fport to our landlord, and
he was frequently ftarted with tolerable fuccefs in
the courfe of this evening ; but the baronet’s appe-
fite for ridicule feemed to be chiefly excited by the
appearance, addrefs,and converfation of Lifmahago,
whom he attempted in all the different modes of
‘expofition; but he put me in mind of a conteft
that 1 once faw between a young hound and an old
hedge-hog. The dog turned him over and over,
and bounced, and barked, and mumbled ; but as
often as he attempted to bite, he felt a prickle in
his jaws, and recoiled in manifeft confufion. The
captain, when left to himfelf, will not fail to turn
his ludicrous fide to the company ; but if any man
attempts to force him into that attidude, he be-
comes ftubborn as a mule, and unmanageable as an

- elephant unbroke. i
~ Divers tolerable jokes were cracked upon the
juftice, who ate a moft unconfcionable fupper, and,
among other things, a large plate of broiled mufh-
rooms ; which he had no fooner fwallowed, than
the doétor obferved, with great gravity, that they
were of the kind called champignons, which in fome
conftitutions had a poifonous effeét. Mr. Frog-
more, ftartled at this remark, afked, in fome con-
fufion, why he had not been fo kind as to give him
that notice fooner. He anfwered, that he took it
for granted, by his edting them {o heartily, that he
« was ufed to the difh ; but, as he feemed to beun-
der fome apprehenfion, he preferibed a bumper of
plague-water, which the juftice drank off immedi-
ately, and retired to reft, not without marks of
terror and difquiet.-

At midnight we were fhewn to our different
chambers, and in half an hour I was faft afleep in
bed ; but about three o’'clock in the morning I was

P2 waked

3



164 HUMPHRY CLINKER.
waked with a difmal cry of Fire! and, ftarting up,
van to the window in my fhirt. The night was
dark and ftormy; and a number of people, half
drefled, ran backwards and forwards through the |
court-yard, with links and lanthorns, feemingly in
the utmoft hurry and trepidation. : Slipping on my
cloaths in a twinkling, T ran dopi?;i}&airs, and, upon
enquiry, found the fire was qgiﬁﬁ_ngd to a back-
ftair, which led to a detachedwapartment where |
Lifmahago lay. By this time, the licutenant was |
alarmed by bawling at his window, which wasin
the fecond ftory; but he could not find his cloaths
in the dark, and his room-door was locked on the
outfide.  The fervants called to him that the houfe
had been robbed ; that, without all doubt, the vil-
lains had taken away his cloaths, faftened the door,
and fet the houfe on fire, for the f{tair-cafe was in
flames. In this dilemma the poor licutenant ran
about the room naked, like a fguirrel in a cage,
.popping out his head at the window between whiles,
and imploring afliftance. At length, the knight
in perfon was brought outin his chair, attended by
.y uncle and all the family, including our aunt
Tabitha, who fcreamed, and cried, and tore her
hair, as if fhe had been difiracted. Sir Thomas
had already ordered his people to bring a long lad-
der, which was applied to the captain’s windoW,
and now he exhorted him earneftly to defcend.
There was no need of much rhetorick to perfuade
Lifmahago, who forthwith made his exit by the.
window, roaring all the time to the people below
to hold faft the ladder. ’ .
Notwithftanding the gravity of the occafion, 1t
was impoflible to behold this fcene without bﬂ‘_’%'
{eized with an inclination to laugh. The rueft
afpect of the lieutenant in his fhirt, with a quilte
night-cap faftened under his chin, and his long lank
limbs and pofteriors expofed to the wind, made &
very picturefque appéarance, when illumined bY
the links and torches which the fervants hddl!lphzo
83 : ig
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light him in his defcent. All the company ftood
round the ladder, except the knight, who fat in his
chair, exclaiming, from time to time—¢ Lord have
mercy upon us!—Save the gentleman’s life 1—
Mind your footing, dear captain 1—Softly I—Stand
faft |I—Clafp the ladder with both hands |—There!
—Well done, my dear boy!—O bravo!—An old

. foldier for ever!—Bring a blanket—Dbring a warm
blanket to comfort his poor carcafe '—Warm the
bed in the green-room | —Give me your hand, dear
captain [—I am rejoiced to fee thee fafe and found
with all my heart!” Lifmahago was received at the
foot of the ladder by his inamorata, who fnatching
a blanket from one of the maids, wrapped it about
his body ; two men-fervants took him under the
arms, and a female conducted him to the green-
room, ftill accompanied by Mrs. Tabitha, who faw
him fairly put to bed. During this' whole tranfac-
tion, he fpoke not a fyllable, but looked exceeding
grim, fometimes at one, fometimes at another, of
the fpectators, who now adjourned in a body to the
parlour, where we had fupped, every one furveying
the other with marks of aftonifhment and curiofity.

The knight being feated in an eafy-chair, feized
my uncle by the hand, and burfting into a long and
a loud laugh—¢ Matt,’ cried he, ¢ erown me with
cak, or ivy, or laurel, or parfley, or what you will,
and acknowledge this to be a coup de maitre in the
way of waggery—Ha, ha, ba! Such a camificata,
[eagliata, boffota —O0 che roba !—O what a fubject!—
O what a caricature —O for a Rofa, a Rembrandt, a
Schalken {—Zooks! I"d give a-hundred guineas to

“ have it painted l—What a fine-defcent from the
crofs, or afcent to the gallows!—What lights and
fhadows I—What a groupe below | —What expref:
fion above!—What an alpect!—Did you mind the
afpect t—Ha, ha, ha!—And the limbs, and the
mufcles—every toe denoted terror !—Ha, ha, ha!—

“ }hcn the blanket!-——@ what cofume I—St. Andrew!

| St Lazarus! St. Barrabas!—Ha, ha, ha i*—¢ After
s ‘a

A
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all,-then," cried Mr. Bramble, very gravely, ¢ this
- was no more than a falfe alarm! We have been
frightened out of our beds, and almoft out of our
{enfes, for the joke's fake!’—¢ Aye, and fuch a
joke,® cried our landlord; ¢ fuch a farce! fuch a'
denoument ! fuch a cataftrophe I’
¢ Have a little patience,” replied our fquire;
¢ we are not yet come to the ecataflrophe ; and pray
God it may not turn out a tragedy inftead of a farcelg
The captain is one of thofe {aturnine {ubje&s who'
have no idea of humoeur. He never laughs in bis
own perfon; nor “can he bear that other people
fhould laugh at his expence: befides, if the fubject |
had been properly chofen, the joke was too fevere
in-all confcience.’—¢ *Sdeath !" cried the knight, I
could not have bated him an ace had he been my
own father; and as for the fubject, fuch another
-does not prefent itfelf once in half a century.” Here
Mrs. Tabitha interpofing, and bridling up, de-
clared that fhe did not fee that Mr. Lifmahago was
a fitter fubje& for ridicule than the knight himfelf;
and that fhe was very much afraid he would very .
Afoon find he had miftaken his man. The baronet |
"~ was a good deal difconcerted by this intimation,
faying, that he muft be a Goth and a barbarian, if
he did not enter'into the {pirit of fuch a happy and.
humorous contrivance. He begaed, however, that
Mr, Bramble and his fifter would bring him to rea-
fon; and this requeft was reinforced by Lady Bull- |
ford, who did not fail to read the baronet a leCture |
“upon his indifcretion; which leéture he received:
with fubmiffion on.one fide of his face, and a leer”
upon the other. - g
We now went to bed for the fecond time; and, |
cbefoﬁ: I got up, my uncle had vifited Lifmahago 10
the green-room, apd ufed f{uch arguments Wit
him, that, when we met in the parlour, he feemec
to be quite appeafed. He received the knight's
apology with a good grace, and even profeffed him=-
{elf pleafed at finding he had contributed to lhf‘ ;l;"
3 veril 3
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verfion of the company. Sir Thomas fhook him by
the hand, laughing heartily; and then defired a
pinch of fnuff, in token of a perfeét reconciliation.
The lieutenant, putting his hand in his waiftcoat-
pocket, pulled out, inftead of his own Scoteh mull,
a very finé gold {nuff-box, which he no fooner per-
ceived, than he faid—¢ Here is a fmall miftake I"—
‘¢ No miftake at all,” cried the baronet: ¢ a fair ex-
. change is no robbery. Oblige me fo far, Captain,

as to let me keep your mull as a memorial.’—¢ Sir,>
faid the lieutenant, ¢ the mull is much at your fer-
vice; but this machine I can by no means retain.
1t looks like compounding a fort of felony in the
code of honour. Befides, I do not know but there
may be another joke in this conveyance ; and I do
not find myfelf difpofed to be brought upon the,
flage again. 1 will not prefume to make free with
your pockets, but I beg you will put it up again
with your own hand.”> So faying, with a certain
aufterity of afpect, he prefented the fouff-box to
the knight, who received it in fome confufion, and
reftored the mull, which he would by no means
keep, except on the terms of exchange.

This tranfaction was like to give a grave caft to
the converfation ; when my uncle took notice that
Mr. Juftice Frogmore had not made his appearance
either at the night alarm, or now at the general
rendezvous. The baronet hearing Frogmore men-
tioned——¢ Odfo ! cried he, ¢ I had forgot the juf-
tice |—Pr'ythee, dotor, go and bring him out of
his kennel.,” Then laughing till his fides were well
fhaken, he faid he would fhew the captain that he
was not the only perfon of the drama exhibited for
the entertainment of the company. As to the night
{cene, it could not affect the juftice, who bad been
purpofely lodged in the farther end of the houfe,

* remote from the noife, and lulled with a dofe of
opium into the bargain. In a few minutes, Mr.
Juftice was led into the parlour in his night-cap and
loofe morning-gown, relling his head from ﬁd;: to

: fide,
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fide, and groaning piteoufly all the way. ¢ Jefu!?
neighbour Frogmore,® exclaimed the baronet,
¢ what is the matter > You look as if you was not a
man for this world!—Set him down foftly on the
couch!—Poor gentleman !—Lord have mercy upon
us —What makes him fo pale, and yellow, and
bloated :—¢ Oh, Sir Thomas !’ cried the juftice, I
doubt it is all over with me! Thofe mufhrooms I
eat at your table have done my bufine(s—Ah!
oh! hey I'—¢ Now the Lord forbid !’ faid the other.
< What, man! have a good heart! How does thy
{tomach feel—hah

To this interrogation he made no reply; but
throwing afide his night-gown, difcovered that his
waificoat would not meet upon his belly by five
good inches at leaft. ¢ Heaven protet us alll’
cried Sir Thomas ; ¢ what a melancholy fpectacle!
Never did I fee a man {o fuddenly fwelled, but
when he was either juft dead; or juft dying!—
Dotlor, canft thou do nothing for this poor ob-
ject—¢ T do not think the cafe is quite defperate,’
faid the furceon; ¢ but I would advife Mr. Frog-
more to fettle his affairs with all expedition: the
parfon may comeand pray by him, while I prepar¢
a glyfter and an emetick draught.>. The jultice,
zrolling his languid eyes, ejaculated with great fer-
vency—¢ Lord, have mercy upon us! Chrift, have
mercy upon us!?  Then he begged the furgeon; in
the name of God, to difpatch. ¢ As for my world-
1y affairs,” faid he, ¢ they are all fettled, but cne
mortgage, which muft be left to my heirs. But my
poor foul!—my poor foul '—what will become o:
my poor fouli—miferable finner that 1 am!’
s Nay, prvthee, my dear boy, compofe thyfelf,’
vefumed the knight; confider the mercy of Heaver
3s infinite : thou canft not have any fins of a very
deep dye on thy confcience, or the devil's in't!'—
—¢ Name not the devil!’ exclaimed the terrifiec
Frogmore; ¢ I have more fins to aniwer for than
ihe world dream oft Ab, friend! 1 have been fly—

—fly—
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—fly—damn’d fly—Send for the parfon without
lofs of time, and put me to bed, for I am pofting
to eternity !’ He was accordingly raifed from the
couch, and fupported by two fervants, who led him
back to his room ; but, before he quitted the par-
lour, he entreated the good company to aflift him
with their prayers. He added—¢ Take warning by
me, who am fuddenly cut off in my prime, like a
fower of the field ; and God forgive you, Sir Tho-
mas, for fuffering fuch poifonous trafh to be eaten
at your table!”

~ He was no fooner removed ont of hearing, than
the baronet abandoned himfelf to a violent fit of

| laughing, in which he was joined by the greateft

part of the company ; but we could hardly prevent
the good lady from going to undeceive the patient,

by difcovering, that while he flept his waiftcoat had *

been firaitened by the contrivance of the furgeon ;
and that the diforder in his ftomach and bowels was
occafioned by fome antimonial wine, which he
had taken over night under the denomination of
plague-water. She feemed to think that his appre-
henfion might put an end to his life: tire knight
fwore he was no fuch chicken, but a rough old
rogue, that would live long enough to plague all
his neighbours. Upon enquiry, we found his cha-
yacter did not entitle him to much compaffion or
refpect ; and -therefore we let our landlord’s hu-
mour take it’s courfe. A glyfter was actually ad-
miniftered by an old woman of the family, who had
been Sir Thomas’s nurfe; and the patient took a
draught made with oxymel of fquills to forward the
‘operation of the antimonial wine, which had been
retarded by the opiate of the preceding night. He
pas vifited by the vicar, who read prayers, and be-
_gan to take an account of the ftate of his foul, when

. thofe medicines produiced their effect; fo that the

;purfon. was obliged to hold hisnofe while he poured
forth {piritual confolation from his mouth. The
fame expedient was ufed by the knight and me,

who

-
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who with the doctor entered the chamber at thiy
junéture, and found Frogmore enthroned on an
eafing-chair, under the preflure of a double evacu-
ation. ‘The fhort intervals betwixt every heave he |
employed in crying for mercy, confefling his fins, :
or afking the vicar’s opinion of his cafe; and the
vicar an{wered in a folemn fnufling tone, that
heightened the ridicule of the fcene. The emetick |
having done its office, the doctor interfered, andg
ordered the patient to be put in bed again. When
he examined the egiffa, and felt his pulfe, he de-
clared that much of the wiras was difcharged ; and;
giving him a compofing draught, affured him he|
had good hopes of his recovery. This welcome:
hint ne received with the tears of joy in his eyes, |
protefting, that if he fhould recover, he would al-|
ways think himfelf indebted for his life to the great:
fkill and tendernefs of his dotor, whofe hand he
{queezed with great fervor; and thus he was left to
his repofe. s RO

We were prefied to ftay dinner, that we might be
witnefles of his refufcitation ; but my uncle infifted:
upon our departing before noon, that we might|
reach this town before it fhould be dark. In the
mean time, Lady Bullford conduéted us into the
garden to fee a fifh-pond juft finifhed, which Mr. |
Bramble cenfured as being too near the parlour, |
where the knight fat by himfelf, dozing in ani
elbow-chair after the fatigues of his morning at-/
chievement. In this fityation he reclined, with his}
feet wrapped in flannel, and fupported in a linc
with his Eod}i-; when the door flying open with 2
violent fhock, Lieutenant Lifinahago rufhed into!
the room with horror in his looks, exclaiming—
¢ A mad dog! A mad dog!’ and throwing up the
window-fafh, leaped into the garden. Sir Thomas,
waked by this tremendous explanation, flarted upy |
and, forgetting his gout, followed the lieutenant’s
example by a kind of inftinétive impulfe. He notH

ouly bolted through the window like an arrow from |
: a bowy
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5 bow, but ran up to his -middle in the pond, be-
fore he gave the leaft fign of recolletion. Then
the captain began to bawl—¢ Lord, have merey up-
on usl—Pray, take care of the gentleman!—For
God's fake, mind your footing, my dear boy!—
Get warm blankets ! —Comfort his poor carcaie!—,
Warm the bed in the green-room!’

Lady Bullford was thunder-ftruck at this phz-
inomenon, and the reft of the company gazed in
Eﬁlcut aftonifhment, while the fervants haftened to
aflift their mafter, who fuffered himfelf to be car-
{ried back into the parlour without fpeaking a word.

[ Being inftantly accommodated with dry cloaths and
ﬂanncl;, comﬁ’)rt@’with a cordial, and replaced iz
flate quo, one of the maids was ordered to chafe his
lower extremities, an operation in cenfequence of
which his fenfes {feemed to return, and his good-
‘humour to revive. As we had followed him into
the room, he looked at every individual in his turn,
Iwith a certain ludicrous expreffion in his counte«
'nance ; but fixed his ,e;;e- in parficular upon Lifma-
hago, who prefented him with pinch -of fnuff;
‘and when he took it in filence: i Thomas Bull=
| ford,” faid he, ¢ I am much obliged to you for all .
| your favours, and fome of them I have endeavoured
| to repay in your own coin.’—¢ Give me thy hand,”
cried the baronet; ¢ thou haft ed, paid me
§%0L and lot 5 and even left a balance in my hands,
for which, in prefence of this company, I promife
to be accountable.’ So faying, he laughed wery -
eartily, and even feemed to enjoy the retaliatio
which had been exated at his own ex‘p‘::n%: 3
Tady Buliford looked very grave; and, in all |
‘bability, thought the licutenant had carried His re=
fentment too far, confidering that her hufband was
_valetudinary. But, according to the proverb—He
‘i' that wwsill play at bowwls mx? exped? to meet wwith rabbers.
I I have {een a tame bear, very diverting when
tmper'ly managed, become a very dangerous wild-

taft when teazed for the entertainment of the
x fpeciatoss.
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fpectators. As for Lifmahago, he feemed to think
tﬁe fricht and the cold-bath would have a good
effect upon his patient’s conftitution : but the doc-
tor hinted fome apprehenfion that the gouty matter
might, by fuch a fudden fhock, be repelled from.
ithe extremities, and thrown upon fome of the more
vital parts of the machine. I fhould be very forry |
to fee this prognoftick verified from our facetious |
landlord, who told Mrs. Tabitha, at parting, that
he hoped fhe would remember him in the diftribu-=
tion of the bride’s favours, as he had taken {fo much
pains to put the captain’s parts and mettle to the |
proof. After all, ¥ am afraid our fquire will ap- |
pear to be the greateft fufferer by the baronet’s wit; |
for his conftitution is by no means calculated for’
night-alarms. He has yawned and fhivered all
day, and gone to bed without fupper ; fo that, as|
we have got into good quarters, I imagine we fhall |
make a halt to-morrow ; in which cafe, you will
have at leaft oneday’s refpite from the perfecution of
0&. 3. e J. Melford. |

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-Hall.
 Deax Mary Jones, = =
f Muss Liddy is fo good as to unclofe me in a |
kiver as Glolter, and the carrier will bring it |
4 fend us all fafe to Monmouthfbirg, |
‘I m quite jaded with rambling. *Tis a true |
faying—Zive and learz. O woman! what chuek- |
ling and changing have 1 feen! Well, there’s no-
th rtain in this world ! Who would have thought -
(s, after all the pains taken for the good of
) fias fole,would ge for to throw away her poor
body ¢ that fhe would caft the heys of infe¢tion upony
fuch a carrying-crow as Lafhimihago? as old as Mat- |
thewfullin, as dry as a red-herring, and as pore
a flarved veczel! O Molly! hadft thou feen him
come down the ladder, ina fhurt fo fcanty, that it
could not kiver his nakednels! The young fquire.
called him Dunquick(.t; but he Jooked for all the |
- x wor
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friend, who could hardly believe the evidence of
‘his own fenfes, when he found himfelf fo fuddenly
~and fo effetually relieved. His heart, however,
Pwas fill fubject to vibrations of tendernefs, which
returned at certain intervals, extorting fighs, and
tears, and exclamations of grief and impatience: |
but thefe fits grew every day lefs violent and lefs -
frequent, till at length his reafon obtained a co
pleat victory over the infirmities f his nature,
Upon an accurate enquiry into the ftate of hi
affairs, I find his debts amount to twenty thoufanc
pounds, for eighteen thoufand pounds of which
fum his eftate is mortgaged ; and as he pays five pe
cent. intereft, and fome of his farms are unoc
pied, he does not receive above two hundred poun!
a year clear from his lands, over and above the in.

tereft of his wife’s fortune, which produced ei
handred pounds annually. For lightening thi
heavy burden, 1 devifed the following expedient
His wife's jewels, together with his fuperfuou
plate and furniture in both houfes, his horfes and -
carriages, which are already adyertifed to be fold:
by auction, will, according to the eftimate, produce *
two thoufand five hundred pounds in ready- money;
with which the debt will be immediately reduce
to eighteen thoufand pounds. I have undertake
to find him ten thoufand pounds at four per cent.
by which means he will fave one hundred a yeari
the article of intereft, and perhaps we fhall be abl
to borrow the other eight thoufand on the fam
‘terms. According to his own fcheme of a count
Tife, he fayshecan live comfortably for three hunds
pounds a year; but, as he has a fon to educate, ¢
will allow him five hundred ; then there will be an |
accumulating fund of feven hundred a year, prin-=
cipal and intereft, to pay off the incumbrance; and |
I think we may modeftly. add three hundred, |
on the prefumption of new-leafing and improving |
the vacant-farms: fo that, in a couple of years, L
i P fuppofe =
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